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. THE  BJiTTOn  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Custom  forms  a ^‘common  latv^^ — it  is  second  na- 
ture. A first  number  without  an  address  would 
outrag-e  the  law;  as  we  propose  to  demean  om-selves 
in  the  most  peaceable  manner,  we  submit  to  the 
law,  and  offer  our  thanks  for  the  very  liberal  pa- 
tronage our  work  has  received  in  many  parts  of  the 
Union. 

The  current  of  sentiment  is  evidently  in  owr  fa- 
vor C 7ve  say  zir,  for  printers  and  kings  have  an  ,im- 
questionable  right,  by  the  aforesaid  law  to  make 
onuch  of  themselves) — the  unusual  number  of  sub- 
scribers already  obtained,  convinces  the  editor  that 
his  opinion  was  just  as  to  the  want  of  a work  such 
as  the  AVeeklt  Register  is  intended  to  be;  but 
while  so  great  success  flatters  his  pride  and  pro- 
vokes his  exertion,  it  also  alarms  his  fears,  lest,  in 
despite  of  all  he  can  do,  the  public  expectation  may 
be  disappointed,  though  to  guard  against  this  he 
has  made  some  extensive  as  well  as  expensive  pre- 
parations. 

In  arranging  his  matter  for  the  first  number,  the 
editor  has  compared  himself  to  a young  shop-keep- 
er (just  commencing  business)  suddenly  thrust  into 
an  immense  warehouse  of  most  valuable  goods. — 
His  eye  is  pleased  with  a great  variety  of  articles, 
and  his  judgment  convinced  they  W'ould,  in  due 
season,  answer  his  customers — but  he  cannot  pur- 
chase all;  and,  flurried  by  the  quantities  before  him, 
perhaps,  selects  somethings,  that, /or  the  present  ^ 
he  had  better  leave  untouched,  though  ultimatelj^ 
and  unquestionably  good.  As  time  tempers  his  j itdg- 
ment  and  experience,  the  great  teacher,  enlightens 
his  views,  lie  enters  the  same  warejjpuse^^thout 
palpitation,  and  deliberately  lays  ofi^ich  articles  as 
are  adapted  to  the  wants  of  his  neighbors.  We 
hope  thus  to  meet  the  v ishes  of  our  numerous 
friends;  and  trust  that,  by  a single  number , tliey  will 
not  attempt  to  judge  the  merits  of  our  work;  as  its 
utility  (if  any  it  shall  have)  will  not  become  so  ma- 
nifest before  several  are  joined  together. 

"^Some  have  feared  we  may  “dabble  too  much  in 
politics” — i.  e.  party  politics;  and  others  have  ap- 
prehended “the  work  will  not  stand.”  It  is  in  our 
power  to  remove  the  first  cause  of  apprehension — 
but  the  latter  depends  on  the  public  as  well  ag  our- 
selves. The  first  shall  be  removed,  a.s  the  Regis- 
ter proceeds — it  is  not  intended  for  electioneering 
purposes,  of  course,  party  politics  will  be  avoided; 
yet,  by  the  insertion  of  original  and  selected  essays, 
on  both  sides  of  gi-eat  national  questions,  we  .shall 
feel  itouf  duty  to  preserve  a history  of  the  feelings 
of  the  times  on  men  and  things.  If  we  have  dis- 
covered the  rock  on  which  our  predecessors  have 
shipwrecked,  the  second  cause  of  apprehension  may, 
perhaps,  be  removed.  We  attribute  the  general 
ikilure  of  periodical  publications  to  too  great  a 


dependence  on  voluntary  contributions  from  ]ier- 
-Rons  without  an  interest  in  the  work,  whose  spirit 
flags  when  novelty  ceases  to  charm.  Though  wc 
intend  to  pay  tlie  most  grateful  attention  to  com- 
munications of  this  kind,  and  hereby  respectfully 
solicit  them,  still  we  have  made  no  caladation  up- 
on them,  except  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  arts  and 
sciences — to  manufactures — and  to  agriculture,  i\i 
which,  fi’om  the  public  patriotism,  we  hope  for  con- 
siderable aid.  We  may  sometimes  do  our  work 
roughly,  but  for  our  own  sakes  (that  is,  tlie  editor 
and  those  associated  with  him)  will  attend  to  it  dili- 
gently; and  by  close  application  strive  to  render  i‘c 
useful. 

This  number  is  to  be  regarded  as  a fair  sample  of 
the  paper  and  manner  in  which  the  work  will  be 
uniformly  printed.  Further  to  manifest  our  views 
and  intentions,  the  patrons  of  the  Register  are  in- 
formed, that  the  editor  proposes,  among  his  selec- 
tions, to  insert  the  official  reports  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  and  Albert  Gallatin,  Esquires,  on  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  United  vStates;  also  the  report  of 
the  latter  on  Hoads  and  Canals;  likewise  to  pub- 
lish Mr.  Jefferson’s  celebrated  report  on  weights 
and  measures.  When  the  present  secretaries  of 
State  and  of  the  Treasury  shall  liy  their  respective 
repoi'ts  before  Congress,  on  the  population,  manu- 
factures, &c.  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  bs 
given  to  our  readers  as  a single  number,  however 
voluminous  they  may  be — and  to  the  report  of  the 
vformer  shall  be  prefixed  the  state  of  population  as 
ascert^^d  by  the  census c>£  1790  and  1300,  an.l 
such  other  as  can  be  collected  relating  to  the 
same  s-.ibject,  at  more  distant  periods:  so  that,  by 
comparison,  the  rising  importance  of  our  country 
may  be  duly  esteemed.  Mr.  Jo/m  Quincy  Adams 
letter  to  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Esq.  as  centainiag  an 
admirable  history  of  the  causes  wliich  produced  the 
embargo,  and  rendered  necessary  some  other  im- 
portant acts  of  the  government,  shall  have  place  in 
the  Register.  Mr.  Pickering’ s political  essays  shall 
also  he  recorded  in  an  extra  number  or  numbers; 
likewise,  Mr.  Robert  Smith’s  address,  with  the 
‘^Reviesu”  of  it,  published  in  the  JVational  latelli- 
gencer.  These  thingi  are  particularized  merely  io 
shew  otir  general  design. 

In  the  original  prospectus  we  promised  onlv 
twenty-six  numbers  to  a volume — it  is  more  tliau 
probable  they  will  exceed  thirty;  perliaps  amount  to 
thirty-two.  For  this  extra  expense,  if  incurred, 
we  shall  seek  indemnification  in  the  hope  of  pleas- 
ingtlie  public,  and  so  increase  our  patronage,  with 
which  we  wUl  try  to  keqi  pace. 

As  a proper  close  for  this. article  wep\iton  record 
the  prospectus  for  the  IYeekly  Register,  as  first 
issued  fro.m  the  press: 

A 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— PHOSPEGTL.':?. 


SOJIETIILTG 

PRQPOS^VLS  for  publishing  by  subscription,  in’ 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  a plan  ejitirei y new, 

’ a periodical  worfe  to  be  entitled 

This  work  shall  be  published  every  Saturday  at 
j-icon— printed  on  a sheet  of  hne  super-royal  paper, 
with  a 7ionpcn'cil  or  brevier  type,  - vM  contam  16 
pages  octavo,  at  fits  per  anmcm,  paj^able 

at  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  publication,  and  annually  thereafier. — 
But  subscribers,  non-residents  of  the  cities  or 
towns  in  ^viiichthe  editor  shall  have  an  agent,  must 
ahvavs  pay  m advance  after  the  firsi.  months 
above  stated.  Twenty-six  numbers  shallconstitute 
a volume,  making  two  large  volumes  in  a yeu\ 

It  shall  be  delivered  in  the  city  and  precincts  of 
Baltimore  on  the  day  of  publication—and  be  care- 
fully oacked  up  and  sent  to  subsef ibevs  residing  at 
bv  tiie  iirst  mail  ther cai lCi*  leading  this 
uost-ofuce,  whithersoever  it  may  be  directed.^ 

^ On  or  before  the  publication  of  the  first  thirteen 
numbers  any  subscriber  shall  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw his  name,  on  payment  of  what  may  be  due 
for  the  numbers  received,  f This  arrangement^  it  is 
presumed,  ivill  indmee'a  liberal  public  to  give  our  ai- 
iempi  a fair  trial.  J But  after  the  pubi  ication  of  tlie 
said  thineen  numbers,  all  subscriptions  will  be 
considered  as  for  one  year,  unless  expressly  agreed, 
uo  the  contrary;  and  as  continued  thereafter  if  not 
otherwise  ordered.  On  disconrhiuauce  arrearages 
must  always  be  paid- 

To  S'ive  an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  matter  the 
trotosed-ivork  -will  contain,  it  ~iviU  be  proper  to  observe, 
^thateach  number  of  the  Wf.ekly  HKUisTEn  %<fill  have 
abo'ut  one  fourth  more  reading  thgn  is  compressed  in 
the  largest  of  our  nempapers,  outside  and  inside  --^ 
vldvertisements  'will. not  be  admitted. 

CilNERAL  PEOSPSCTRS. 

The  flan  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  this 
W'orl'  is  stoted  to  be  ;ie^a~-t!le  following  sketch  of  it 
is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted:  Its  contents 
^hali  be  divided  irho  several  leading  heads^ro  'wiu 

J^OLTTICS,  msTORY,  geoohap.it,  3*p mh Y^ot^ces 

and  semuexs  and  MAXUFAt?i’L'RES,  in  theii 
TOcst  liberal  and  extended  meanhig-^nacEtEAXY— 

XEWS. 


population,  extent,  raources,  imports,  exports,  ma- 
nufactures. agricultural  productions,  naval  and  mi-- 
lita.ru  strength,  revenues,  coins, -weights  and  measures, 
c.cdc.  of  all  countries — the  whole  of  which  shall, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  contain  all  the  ciiief  thing,  ac- 
cessary to  be  known  and  remembered  for  forming  a 
just  idea  of  tlie  matters  coming  under  this  extensive 
head,  us  well  describing  what  they  have  been  as 
what  they  are, 

2.  Under  the  head  of  uistort  shall  be  inserted 
brief  yot  comprehensive  accounts  of  “the  rc'.  olu- 
dons  of  empires”— -the  state  of  society  in  dificrent 
parts  of  the  world,  at  different  periods— notices  of 
memorable  events,  with  details  of  the  most  remark- 
able battles,  sieges,  treaties,  conventions,  &c.  em- 
bracing a wide  range  of  the  useful  and  entertaining, 
to  bd  gleaned  ffem  works  cf  established  merit,  or 
extoacted  from  ofliciff  documents. 

3.  BiOGULipaT,  past  and  cotemporary,  shrdl  form 
a rich  department  in  tjae  Weekly  IIegibtjsv. 

GEOGiiAEKY  shall  bc  particularly  attended  to. 


The  .best  authorities,  relative  to  this  liighly  interl 
esting  concern',  shall  be  diligently  consulted,  and, 
by  abstract  or  extract,  laid  before  the  readers  of  the 
Eegisteb— so  that  a good  undea-stundiiig  may  be 
hadtof  the  country  treated  of.  " 

Notice.s  of  the'Aiirs,  sciexces  ami  kaxiuac- 
TciiEs,  and  corrjirpanicatiohs  on  a iiucgltuhal  pur- 
suits, with  essays,  facts  br  hints  for  tlieir  improve- 
mdnf  or  eacouragemeut,  shall  be  eagerly  sought  for, 
and  carefiilly  attended  to. 

6.  Under  th?,  general  head  of  miscellany  shall  be 
inserted  d variety  of  articles;  enlightened  some- 
times by  the  reflections  of  the  pious  and  researches 
ofdie  scientific,  and,  at  others,  enlivened  by  tlie 
flashes  of  the  witty;  always'  avoiding  whatever  may 
proyoke  religious  controversy,  or  “give  a feoi’  to  in- 
uobencef^  . : - , . ■■  ■ . < - 

t.  4 neat  summary  of  the  tfEwsef  the  preceding- 
weeh,  and  occasiouiUiy  details  of  iuiportant  events, 
abroad  and  at  home,  legislative,  judicial,  and  execu'- 
tive — commercial,  military  and  miscelianeous,  s'nald 
be  inserted  in  every  number— so  as  to  present  a ge- 
neral view  of  what  is  doing’  iii  the  wor'vl. 

Itmaj^  weii  be  observed  that  the  preceding 
outline  is  Very  extensive;  but  when  the  great  quan- 
tity of  matter  the  work  will  contain  is  considered, 
*th^e  will  appear  room  enough  to  attend  to  every 
part^pf  it  as  we  prov-ress  With  the  pubiioation. 


uchllfr  us  Marly  the  plan  on  wmich  the  W eekly 
riid  b,e  conducted  as  at  present  can  be 


Register  ’ 
delineated. 


We  think  it  promises  something  in- 
’”7  Under  the  general  head  of  politics  shall  be[teresting  at  the  present  moment,  and  as  a Rome  of 
inserted  essays  and  discussions,  original  and  se  reference,  4 
lected,  on  all  nnattex's  ofeU  public  nature  deemed 
interesting  to' the  generality  pfthe  readers  of  th? 


Kee-ister.  It  shall  be  open  to  all  pariu^s,  temper, 
■^nf^raiion  and  dignity  being  Selections 

vriU  be  made  with  justice  and  ira partial). *.y,  so  tuaL 
the  “miblic  reason”  may  fairly  discern  the  merits 
of  a eVsein  controversy.  In  this  department  will 
be  mibiished  aU  Vne  interesting  public'  documents, 
laws  “orders  and  decrees,’^  of  the  United  States, 
ahdof  the  several  states,  as  well  as  of  foreigp  coun- 
tries,  retrospective  sx\dt  present — comprehensive  ub- 
stoacts  cr  full  details  of  the  constitutimis  and  forms 
pf  government  of  all  nations  and  states,  so  ffr  as 
Sicy  are  known — the  most  esteemed  speech£s  in 
CONGRESS,  and  in  cur  state  legislatures,  pro 
and  con,  and,  occasionally,  the  speeches  of  foreign 
orators  and  statesmen— extracts  from  political 
works  of  reputation,  foreign  and  domestic— and  a 
srreat  variety  of  eminently  usefil  tables,  copied  or 
lon'piled  from  the  best  authorities,  relative  to  the 


work  of  nmch  probable  value.  CfTlt  is  presumed 
every  subscriber  will  carefully  file'  his  numbers, 
'under  an  assui’ance'they  v/ili  always  be  worth  the 
first  cost,  containing  much  more  useful  matter  than 
ever  was  p-ubiished  in  any  part  of  the  world  for  the 
same  money.  Witn  tiie  lust  number  of  eacli  volunp^ 
will  be  delivered  a 'minute  index  awd. gene'ral  tide,  free 
of  expense. 


.dIJIJRESS. 

Jt  has  long  appeared  to  the  proposed  editor  that  a 
work  ofthis  kind  was  much  wanted;  and  tiie  gene- 
ral failtire  of  die  mary^  periodical  publications  at- 
tempted to  be  estabii.shcd  in  the  United  States  has 
not  been  .sufficient  to  shake  his  belief  in  its  final' 
success.  The  poliUcal  department  is  particularly 
designed  to  promote  a present  interest  to  the  reader, 
and  the  whole  calculated  to  form  a record  of  useful 
things  not  to  be  obtained  in  any  other  publication; 
nor,  inde€d>  to  be  obtaiiied  at  ail,  except  by 
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ious  research  and  patient  mvestlgnt  ion  I even  of  luxury  which  it  once  suited  them  to  oblaiii 
i tiicy  lie  scattered  tlu’cugb.  thousands  of  from  the  workshops  of  the  old  world — to  draw  them.- 

selves  oir  Irom  such  nations  as  would  (if  they  could) 


most  labor: 
for  facts,  as 
volumes. 

Tiie  newspapers  of  the  day,  devoted  to  party  and 
?mrtizans,  seldom  dare  to  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  atul  nothing  but  the  truihP  Every  city,  town 
and  villiage  has  iti  little-great  men,  whose  interests 
and  views  must  he  subserved,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
press  is  prostrated  to  the  will  of  aspiring,  individu- 
al. There  are  some  honorable  exceptions  to  this 
general  remark,  which  has  not  been  made  without  a 
due  investi.g'ationof  its  inriport.  I allude  to  publish 


compel  us  to  purchase  their  manufactures,  though 
drsining  us  of  the  last  cent  to  pay  for  them,  in  Ibr- 
bidding  an  ingi-ess  of  onrcomniodi ties  to  such  -ports 
and  places  as  might  enable  us  to  preserve  a well-ba- 
lr4nced  account  ia  odr  trade  with  tiie  world — without 
which  national  as  well  individual  poverty  must  ine- 
vitably ensue. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not  sui*prislng 
that  ihany  enlightened  and  patriotic  citizens  have 


U-Uv;  l.llVcS>l..ftaLi011  Ui  iLiipUi  t.  x aiiu.viv-  v-y  n 

ers  on  both  sides  of  the  question— republicans  and  expressed  their  decided  approbation  of  our  proposi- 
nnt  uitcnd  tr>  interfere  tiou  to  allot  a department  of  the  Weekly  XlEciSTih?. 


federalists.  The  editor  doe.s  not  intend  to  interfere 
*n  the  petty  disputes  between  ihe  inns  and  outs;  for, 
as  he  hopes  the  Register  Avill  receive  a general  sup- 
jxirt,  lie  will  ende..vorto  make  it  generally  interest- 
ing, having  in  view  as  an  assistants  a gentleman  of 
the  fir.st  rate  literary  acquirements.  Its  politics  shall 
be  American — ^not  passive,  not  lukewarm,  but  active 
and  vigilant — not  to  support  individuals,  but  to  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  people,  so  far  as  he  shall  be 
able  to  discern  in  what  their  interest  lies.  There 


on  to  allot  a department 
to  the  purposes  raiCmioned  above;  under  a hope  that 
thefacts  therein  to  be  collected  may  become  useful 
to  our  common  country  now  advancing  with  giant 
strides  to  real  independence  by  a proper  application 
of  the  public  labor  .to  the  public  wants. 

Witbovit  attempting,  to  derogate  from  tlie  high 
reputation  foreign  commerce  enjoys,  it  may  safely 
be  said,  that  the  internal  trade  of  any  country  (even 
of  Englaad  herself)  is  incalculably  more  valuable. 


nregood  and  bad  men  in  both  the  great  poll iicult  In  the  United  States  the  home  trade  U daily  ap- 
pm-t!es  which  sever  the  people  of  the  United  States;  ,r..  Jnrnr^.ri..Prc  Knt  ocv 

there  are  republiCvTus  who  are  net  federalists,  and 
federalists  who  are  not  republicans — there  is  a dif- 
ference between  nam'^.s  and.  deeds. 

The  intended  publisher  i.s,  in  the  common  lo.n- 
g^ir.ge  of  the  day,  a ‘klemocratic  republican” — and, 
a duty  he  owes  his  own  creed  will  enforce  it  as 
Well  as  he  can;  at  the  same  time  granting  to  others 
nil  the  privileges  he  as.sumcs  to  himself,  that  truth 
may  be  discerned. 

. To  prepare  for  the  Work  a heaAT  expense  must  be 
incurred;  it  will  not  He  commenced  unless  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a strong  support.  The  drudgery 
Will  be  prodigious,  ;md  the  disbursements  consider- 
able, , 

(yj^-As  there  are  many  reasons  very  important  (to 
the  Editor)  why  the  probable  success  of  this  under- 
takiiig  shoud  be  ascertained,  he  solicits  his  friends, 
generally,  and  others  desirous  of  encouraging  it,  to 
send  pi  their  names  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  15  expect- 
ed he  will  be  enabied  to  commence  it  on  or  before 
the  first  of  September.  , > 

K.  NILES, 

Late  Editor  of  the  Bultiniore^vening  Po^t. 

Baltimore,  June  2d,  1811.  •! 


Bonic Stic  Manufiic tiires . 

(ixTRonrcTonr.) 

In  the  prospectus  for  this  work  it  is  declared  tliat 
‘‘notices  of  the  arts,  sciaices  and  manufactures,  and 
"‘communications  on  agricultural  pursuits,  with  es- 
“says,  facts  and  hints  for  their  improvement  and  en- 
“couxagCment,  shall  bc  eagerly  sought  for  and  care- 
“fully  attended  to.” 

The  present  is  a period  naturally  leading  to  the 
establishment  of  manufactories.  Deprived  of  our 
accustomed  commerce  by  the  ai-bitrary  and  illegal 
proceedings  of  the  belligerent  nations  of  Eurppe-r 
obstructed,  by  military  power,  from'  an  exercise  of 
our  right  to  carry  the  productions  of  our  own  soil  to 
the  proper  markets  for  them;  and  so  denied  the  ability 
to  pay  for  those  fabrications  it  ha.s  hitherto  (per- 
haps) been  oui’  interest  to  receive  n-om  abroad — it 
is  imperiously  demanded  of  the  American  people 
that  they  should  look  to  themselv.e.s,  and  in  them- 
selves, and  from  the  inestimably  vMuable  raw  ma- 
terkls  of  their  country’s  gi-owth,  make  for  them- 
'^Ives,  those  aTticle.s  of  necessity,  convcnienca  or 


proacliing  its  natural  importance;  but,  thougli  our 
domestic  manufactures  for  tlie  year  1810  were  esti- 
mated at  cue  hundred  and  fifty  tliree  millions  of 
dollars,  and  it  is  probable  the  i es\iit  of  the  present 
year  will  advance  tlie  mightj’^  aggregate  fifty  mil- 
lions more,  there  yet  remains  a great  deal  to  be  done 
before  we  can  expect  to  meet  the  current  demand 
of  our  citizen-s. 

The  editor  is  plea.sed  to  assure  his  re.aders  that  he 
has  reason  to  expect  some  highly  valuable  communi- 
cations on  these  interesting  subjects — and  as  -every 
man  owes  something  to  the  society  that  affords  him 
life,  liberty  and  the  unmolested  pursuit  of  his  happi- 
ness, he  would  respectfiiiiy  suggest  to  all  persons 
whose  bent  ofmind  or  common  avocation  leads  them  to 
ascertain  or  apply  the  resources  of  our  coilhtiy  to  the 
wants  of  its  population,  the  propiiety  of  putting  on 
ecordthe  results  of  their  indiviclual  experience  for 
the  benefit  of  others  and  their  own.  improvement;  and 
to  entreat  the  Wee.xlt  Re-uster  may  become  the 
repository  for  such  facts  as  they  may  deem  proper  to 
give  to  the  world.  Thus  a public  and  a private 
g6od  may  be  eflecied^ — the  first  in  learning  useful 
things — •tbe  ofTier  in  communicating  them — for,  as 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Priesty  observed,  there  is  no  way 
of  becoming  so  easily  acquainted  witli  any  given 
subject  as  to  write,  or  attempt  to  write,  a book  or 
essay  upon  it  The  justice-of  this  remark  will 
strike  every  man  on  a moment’s  reflection. 

The  prejudice  wh.ich  existed  against  manufiLC- 
tures  have  been  dispelled  or  are  dispelling  by  the  in- 
fluence of  experience,  tlie  sure  criterion  of  ail 
lh.\ng’.s.  It  has  been  discovered  (and  a mo  t impor- 
tant discoveiy  it  i.<=)  that  we  can  fabricaste  many, 
very  many  articles,  as  cheap  as  they  can  be  import- 
ed from  Europe,  leavingtothe  manufacturer  and  ca- 
pitalist simple  indemnities  for  their  labor  and  risk, 
and  giving  to  the  public  a better  commodity  from 
the  immediate  responsibility  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  casting  ic  into  the  market. 

The  editor  has  not  the  vanity  to  believe  t hat  any 
thing  he  may  say,  of  liivnseif,  cun  do  muc^  to  im- 
prove the  knowledge  of  his  feliow-citizens  in  thw- 
arts, sciences,  and  manufactures,  or  in  agri^ultnr' ) 
pursuits,”  but  he  hopes  he  may  give  some  erd'^urar^- 
ment  to  them  by  holding  up  examples  of  th  e P”ogre  - ■ 
made  therein  by  others,  and  in  collecting  fa’^ts  rei 
live  to  them — in  wlrich  attempt  he  expects  to 
ceivethe  aid  or  good  wi.slies  of  all  who  love  f-''- 
coirnit'd. 
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History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spahi  by  Bonaparie. 
alhidoed  rii03i  the  most  authentic  sources. 

CHAPTER  t 
Con»pi?'acy  of  the  Escurial.  Vievjs  of  the  print:e^s 
party.  Secret  treaty  of  Fontainbleau  betiveen 
France  and  Spain  fer  the  partition  of  Portugal.  The 
French  treacherously  seize  upon  the  frontier  foi" 
tresses.  ,Tlarni  of  the  Spanish  court.  'I'umulis  at 
Avanjuez.  Abdication  of  Carles  YV.  in  favor  of  his 
sen  Ferdinando  Carlos. 

On  theSOlh  October  1807,  a proclamation  Was  is- 
sued from  the  Escurial,  in  which  the  king-  of  Spain 
r.cc\isedhis  son,  the  prince  of  Asturias,  of  conspir- 
ing to  dethrone  him.  A few  dar  s after  this  a second 
picclamation  appeared  in  v.diich  two  letters  fiorn  the 
prir.ee  were  contained.  The  first  is  addressed  to 
the  king-,  and  the  other  confesses  that  he  has  failed 
in  duty  to  his  king-  and  obedience  to  his  father.  In 
the  second  he  prays  the  queen  to  pardCn  the  fault 
he  had  committed  and  implores  her  mediation  in  his 
te’nulf.  It  was  in  this  manner  that  “the  voice  of 
natui  e unnerved  the  hand  of  veng-eance,^’(l.)  The 
pj'ir.ce  declared  the  autliors  6f  thi.s  horrible  plot, 
and  laid  open  every  thii.^  in  legal  form,  consistent 
with  the  proofs  which  the  law  requires  in  such  ca- 
ses. The  iudg-es,  therefore,  were  commanded  to 
continue  the  process,  and  submit  their  judgment 
to  the  king,  which  was  to  be  according  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  offence,-  and  the  quality  of  the  of- 
fender. 

Tins  mysterious  affair  has  never  been  clearly  elu- 
cidated. The  Spaniards  imputed  it  to  the  machi- 
nations of  don  Manuel  Godoy,  p^hx^e  dela  Paz,  or 
of  the  Peace,  an  upstart,  who,  from  being,  in  the 
most  infamous  sense  of  the  word  the  favorite  of  the 
quec-o,  had  attained  the  highest  power  in  the  state. 
I'iiis  man  was  completely  subservient  to  Fi-ance, 
and  it  was  .supposed  in  this  country,  that,  whethei- 
anv  such  conspiracy  as  was  alledged  had  existed  or 
noT  the  real  plot  was  devised  by  Bonaparte  for  the 
sake  of  exciting  divisions  in  the  royal  family.  This 
( pinion  is  supported  by  don  Pedro  Cevallos,  in  his 
exposition  of  EonapartVs  conduct  in  the  usurpatioi> 
of  Spain,  a document  against  the  validity  of  which 
all  ob^jections  that  have  been  raised  are  futile  and 
fallacious.  (2) 

'I'lie  Spaniards  are,  perlisps,  the  Only  people  ttho 
h.avc  Vindc:  gone  no  naticnal  dep-edation  when  their, 
country  v/as  degraded.  A series  of  imbecile  sove- 
reigns had  reduced  it  from  the  most  powerful  king-- 
dom  in  the  world,  to  a secondary  state,  whose  go- 
veiTur  ent  for  nearly  the  last  century,  had  been  inglo- 
rious abroad  and  oppressive  at  Tome.  But  while 
Spain  v/as  regarded  -with  pity  or  contempt,  a differ- 
ent feeling  prevailed  concerning  the  Spaniards;  they 
were  universally  acknowledged  to  be  an  honorable 
people.  It  was  not  so  generally  kno-vvn  that  the} 
felt  and  groaned  for  the  degradation  of  their  ccun- 
tn'.  ^Vhtn  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  the 
\(Iunp;  imd  the  ardent-minded  there,  as  in  the  rest 
ofEukpe,  eagerly  adopted  prirxiples  which  pro- 

(1  ) Picclamation,  5th  Nov.  1807,  American  Re- 
ens^^er,  vcl.  3.  p.  3t  8.  , . . 

(2.)  Narrative  of  the  practices  and  machinations 
which  led  to  the  usurpation  of  the  crown  of  Spain 
md  the  means  adopted  by  the  emperor  of  the 
Ft  er.ch  to  carrv  it  into  execution.  By  don  Pedro 
< cvallos,  first  secretary  of  state  and  dispatches  to 
his  Catholic  majesty  Fei-dlnand  YII.  See  American 
gegi^ter,  voi.  4.  SWte  Papers,  p-  3. 


mised  a new  and  happier  order  of  things,  though, 
the  partisans  of  tliosc  piinciples  were  conipai-iiivelv 
less  numerous  than  iii  luty  other  country,  in  conse- 
quence, partiy,  of  the  state  of  the  press,  but  still 
more  of  die  feeling  and  devotion  with  w'hich  the 
Spaniards  are  attachc-1  to  their  religion  and  all  its 
forms.  There  were,  however,  many,  and  those  of 
the  best  of  the  Spaniards,  who  hoped  to  obtain  that 
reiormation  in  their  government,  by  the  assistance 
of  France,  which,  williout  such  assistance,  they  knew 
i would  not  only  be  hopeless,  but  fatal  to  attempt. 
That  aUachmeut  which  they  had  formed  for  the 
Fierich  republic,  too  many  transformed  to  the 
French  en;pire.  Monstrous  as  this  inconsistency 
may  appear,  the  transition  is  easily  explained;  for 
having  from  their  principles,  at  first  acquired  the 
feelings  of  a party,  they  deluded  themselves  by  sup- 
posing that  in  sei  ving  their  party,  they  served  their 
principles,  till  at  last  tliey,had  no  other  principle 
than  the  party  interest  itself.  Thus  it  is  that  Mas- 
saredo  and  Urquijo,  beginning  in  feelings  of  true 
patriotism,  have  ended  in  rendering  themselves  infa- 
mous to  all  posterity,  as  traitors  to  their  country. 

" Another  class  of  Spaniards  have  been  hostile  to 
the  French  revolution  till  its  character  w^as  changed 
by  Bonaparte.  They  saw  nothiiTg  to  fear  in  the 
principles  of  his  government;  and  the  acts  of  person- 
al attrocity  wdiich  he  committed  did  not  sufficiently 
alarm  them.  The  unhappy  circumstance  with 
which  the  war  with  England  had  commenced,  irrita- 
ted them  against  this  country,  and  that  sentiment  of 
indignation  naturally  inclined  them  towards  France. 
They  seem  to  have  conceived  that  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  reform  would  be  by  contracting  a closer 
alliance  with  the  Frencli  emperor,  and  therefore  to 
have  projected,  or  listened  to,  the  plan  of  a marriage 
between  their  prince  Ferdinand  and  a princess  of 
the  imperial  family.  These  view’’s  would  have  been 
reasonable  if  any  lies  could  have  restrined  the  mer- 
ciless ambition  of  this  blood-hunter.  For  though  it 
might  be  his  policy  then  to  keep  Spain  in  a state  of 
weakness  anci  consequent  dependence,  yet  when  his 
ow’n  blood  acquired  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
that  kingdom,  itmight  fairly  be  expected  that  these 
sul-atary  changes,  w-hich  wei-e  essential  to  its  wel- 
fare, would  be  promoted  by  him,  and  peaceably  ef- 
fected under  his  auspices.  According  to  Cevallos, 
the  pl^n  wafe  suggested  to  the  prince  by  the  French 
ambassador  Madrid,  instructed  by  his  master, 
though  not  perhaps  acquainted  wutli  his  designs;  the 
ambassador,  he  says,  persuaded  him  to  write  to  Bo- 
naparte proposing  such  an  alliance.  To  this  he  was 
induced,  by  his  anxiety  to  avoid  a marriage  with  a 
lady  who  had  been  selected  for  him  by  the  prince 
of  peace,  and  who,  “on  that  account  alone,”  says 
Gevallos  “was  an  object  of  aversion.”  A few  days 
after  this  Letter  was  written,  occun-ed  the  imprison- 
ment of  his  person  and  the  decree  which  was  issu- 
ed on  the  subject  in  the  name  of  the  king.  There 
are  strong  reasons  to  believe,  according  to  the 
“Exposition,”  that  the  unknown  hand,  by  wliidi 
the  feigned  conspiracy  was  frustrated,  was  some 
French  agent  employed  to  forward  the  plan  which 
Napoleon  had  formed.  The  Spaniards  considered 
the  whole  as  a calumny  fabricated  by  Godoy,  to  re- 
move the  only  obstacle  which  impeded  his  views; 
and  he  soon  Ibund  it  necessary  to  set  the  prince  at 
liberty,  and  to  drop  those  proceedings  which  had 

been  instituted  by  liis  party. Cevallos  states 

that  the  letters  from  the  prince  which  we  have 
before  cited,  were  written  by  Godoy,  who  com- 
pelled the  prince  to  sign  them  while  he  was  in 

confinement. According  to  this  writer,  these 

schemes  wero  devised  by  the  emperor,  in  order  to 
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furnish  hlniself  with  a plausible  pretex*^^  for  the 
invasion  of  the  peninsula.  But  an  intrig’uc  of  this 
kind,  with  its  silly  plot  and  counterplot,  was  nei- 
ther necessary  for  Bonaparte’s  views,  nor  consistent 
with  his  character.  He  had  long*  been  preparing 
the  way  for  the  invasion  of  Spain.  The,  first  step 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  desist  was  to 
remove  its  best  troops,  and  accordingly,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  treaty,  16,000  men,  the  flower  of  the 
Spanish  army,  were  marclied  into  the  north  of 
Germany  under  tlie  marquis  de  Ilomana.  The 
next  business  was  to  introduce  the  French  troops 
into  Spain,  and  for  this  the  occupation  of  Fortugal 
fui-nished  a pretext.  Could  any  reliance  have  been 
placed  eitlier  upon  the  understanding  or  tlie  honor 
of  tlie  Spanisii  king-,  upon  royal  faitli,  and  the 
closest  ties  of  alliance,  the  Portuguese  would  have 
reasoned  justly  in  supposing  that  if  at  any  time, 
an  attack  upon  them  should  be  meditated,  the 
court  of  Madrid  would  use  its  utmost  influenfce  to 
avert  the  danger.  But  Cliarles  IV.  was  one  of  the 
weakest  of  men,  and  Godov,  his  favorite,  had  obtain- 
ed the  administration  for  his  vices,  not  for  hi* 
talents,  Wiuch  were  of  the  lowest  order.  The 
interest  of  this  wretch,  who  exercised  the  most 
unbounded  influence  over  a mind  verging  upon 
dotage  and  enslaved  by  ridiculous  passions  and 
slavish  pursuits,  it  might  be  supposed,  had  been 
secured  by  the  title  of  nobility  anil  a pension  from 
the  crow  of  Portugrd,  which  were  conferred  upon 
him  by  an  Mvara  in  1797,  But  it  was  in  the  power 
of  Bonaparte  to  offer  a hig'ber  price  for  his  rapa- 
cious villainy,  and  he  united  in  tlie  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  this  kingdom.  At  the  very  time 
when  the  transactions  in  the  Escurial  took  place,  a 
secret  treaty  for  the  partition  of  Portugal  by  the 
joint  forces  of  France  and  Spain  was  signed  at 
Fontainbleu,  (27th  October,  1807,)  which  was  first 
published  to  the  world  by  CevalIos.(3)  To  gratify 
the  cupidity  of  the  prince  of  j^eace,  a portion  of  that 
kingdom  equal  to  about  one  half,  lying  on  the 
south,  and  at  present  divided  into  the  provinces  of 
Algarve  and  Aientcho,  was  to  be  assigned  to  him, 
in  absolute  sovereignty,  with  the  title  of  prince  of 
the  Algarvas.(4)  This  gift  was  to  be  in  the  form  of 
a feudal  donation  or  investiture  from  Spain  to  don 
Alanuel  Godoy  and  his  heirs;  but,  on  failure  of 
heirs,  it  was  not  to  revert  to  the  Spanish  crown, 
but  to  be  again  immediately  granted^  some  other 
on  like  conditions.  I.'or  tlie  other  particulars  of 
this  extraefrd inary  treaty,  in  which  the  contracting 
powers  do  not  appear  to  have  thought  it  necessary 
even  to  invent  a pretext  for  the  justification  of  so 
attrocious  a design,  as  well  as  the  secret  convention 
in  which  the  means  for  reducing  the  country  are 
settled,  we  refer  to  the  documents  cited. 

At  the  time  when  this  treaty  and  the  annexed 
convention  were  concluded,  Cevallos  held  the  office 
of  the  first  secretary  of  state.  But  these  negocia- 
tions  were  carried  on  by  don  Eugeilio  Izquierdo, 
whose  instructions,  correspondence,  and  even  his 
appointment  as  plenipotentiary,  were  never  made 
known  to  Cevallos,  nor  to  that  department  of  the 
ministry  of  which  he  was  the  head.  The  whole 
transaction  was  of  so  suspicious  a character,  that 
Bonaparte  feared  to  trust  it  to  the  judgment  of  any 
persons  except  those  of  whose  imbecility  he  was 
assured.  Godoy  was  deceived  by  tlie  bait  which 


(3)  See  foreign  state  papers  4 Am.  Reg.  27, 28. 

. (4)  The  province  of  Algarba  or  Algarva  was  di- 
vided into  two  kingdoms  in  the  Moorish  or  Arabian 
times  and  called  the  kingdom  of  the  AigarVus. 


v.'as  held  out  to  him;  and  the  perfidy  of  Charts 
to\vardo  his  ally  and  so?i-in-laxv,  tlie  prince  of 
Brazil,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  his  fatuity.  In 
conformity  to  this  treaty,  a French  army  under  Ju- 
not  entered  3’ortugal,  and  was  joined  by  the  sti- 
pulated Sjianish  Ibrce.  After  many  ineffectual 
attempts  by  concessions  and  liegociations  to  avert 
the  storm  that  so  suddenly  burst  upon  him,  the 
prince  resolved  to  abandon  his  dominions.  He 
accordingly  embarked  with  all  bis  family  and  many 
of  his  faithful  friends;  and  willi  the  whole  Portu- 
guese fleet,  dnd  the  Brazilian  ships,  sailed  for  Bra- 
zil, to  establish  his  court  in  that  great  empire, 
wh  ich  Piiilip  II.  had  offered  to  one  of  his  ancestors., 
in  independent  sovereignty,  if  he  Avould  renounce 
his  right  to  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

One  provision  of  the  secret  treaty  having  been* 
thus  fulfilled,  Godoy  was  anxiously  expecting  to  be 
put  into  possession  of  his  new*  kingdom  of  the 
Algarvas.  He  relied  upon  the  good  offices  of  Mu- 
rat, the  grand  duke  of  Berg,  with  whom  he  com- 
municated through  his  agent  and  confidant  Izqui- 
erdo, and,  i f a few  millions  should  be  necessary  to- 
expedite  lii.s  wishes,  the  treasures  which  he  liad 
amassed  during  his  infamous  administrition,  enabled 
him  to  spare  these  at  command.  Murat,  however, 
informed  him,  that  the  business  was  now  become 
very  delicate,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  attachment 
which  the  Spaniards  had  manifested  towards  the 
prince  of  Asturias,  the  consideration  due  to  a 
princess  of  die  imperial  family,  and  the  part  taken 
by  her  relation,  the  ambassador  Beauhornois.  The 
favorite  began  to  anticipate  his  fall;  he  employed 
every  means  to  ingratiate  himself  with  Murat; — 
and,  fancying  that  Bonaparte  was  favorable  to  the 
project  of  the  marriage,  made  the  king  write  to 
him,  and  requested  las  consent  to  it.  But  Bona- 
parte chose  at  this  time  to  keep  all  parties  in 
suspense,  that  they  might  be  confused  by  their 
own  fears — ^he  assumed  an  air  of  displeasure  toward.? 
Izquierdo,  and  kept  him  at  a distance  in  order  to 
cut  (ffi  the  direct  mode  of  communication;  and  ho 
set  off  for  Italy,  giving  to  his  journey  an  affected 
importance  which  excited  the  expectations  of  all 
Europe.  There,  carrying  into  execution  those 
parts  of  the  secret  treaty  which  were  to  his  own 
advantage,  he  expelled  Ircm  Tuscany,  the  queen 
regent  Ucv  chUdi-en,  and  seized  all  the  public 
funds  of  a court  that  was  ignorant  of  the  very  exis- 
tence of  the  ti  eaty,  in  virtue  of  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  surrender,  not  only  what  he  had  giv- 
en them,  but  those  dominions  which  they  had  pos"- 
sessed  before  he  and  his  family  were  banished  from 
Corsica. 

From  Italy  he  answered  the  king’s  letters— afs- 
sured  him  that  lie'  had  never  received  any  commut 
nication  from  the  prince  of  Asturias,  nor  had  the 
slightest  information  of  the  circumstances  respect* 
ing  him  which  those  letters  imparted;  neverthe- 
less, h6  said,  he  consented  to  the  proposed  inter- 
marriage. In  a letter  afterwards  written  to  Ferdi- 
nand himselfi  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  that 
letter  which  he  now  denied.  Holding  out  these 
hopes  to  the  prince,  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  by 
his  long  silence, ^ and  his  reserve  towards  Izquierdo< 
keeping  him,  his  father,  and  the  favorite,  equally  in 
suspense  and  alarm,  he  was,  meantime,  marching 
his  armies  into  Spain.  That  they  should  enter  it, 
had  been  stipulated  by  the  secret  treaty  at  Fon- 
tainbleu, and  the  court  was  not  in  a situation  to 
insist  upon  the  condition  tliat  the  two  contending 
power.-;  were  to  come  to  a previous  agreement  upon 
tliat  point  Besides,  each  of  the  conspicuous  per- 
sonages of  the  court  ha4  been  engaged  in  privat  e 
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negociations  with  him,  each  had  probably  been 
amused  with  specious  promises,  and  all  dreaded  a 
rupture  which  he  might  produce  an  ecclaircisment. 
it  is  melancholy  to  pause  and  reflect  upon  the 
steps  of  this  most  profligate  usurpation;  to  note  the 
shameful  alternations  of  flattering  promises,  and 
hmbig'uoujj  menaces;  of  barefaced  and  unblushing 
falsehood,  and  opfen  ferocious  violence,  by  which 
this  bold,  cunning,  and  unrelenting  conqueror  ac-. 
complisbed  the  first  part  of  his  ambitious  project— 
Like  the  lion  huntei's  of  old,  he  drav/s  his  victims 
on  in  the  course  whioir  he  had  pr/oared  for  them, 
by  cajoling  and  by  invitation,  by  soothing  their  ap- 
petites and  exciting  . tiieir  spirit;  till  at  last,  by- 
trick  and  open  violence,  the  royal  beasts  were  dri- 
ven into  his  toils,  and  placed  completely  at  the  dis- 
posal of  their  stern  and  artful  pursuer. 

It  was  esEchtial  to  his  views  that  he  should  make 
himself  master  of  the  principal  fortresses;  and  his 
generals  were  instructed  to  obtain  possession  of 
them  in  Whatever  manner  they  could.  The  wretch- 
ed court,  fearing  they  knew  not  what,  w*ere  now 
punished  by  their  owm  ofFenoes.  The  treatj^  into 
which  they  had  entered  for  the  destruction  of  Por- 
tugal was  now  turned  against  themselves.  They 
had  neither  sense  nor  courage  tb  take  thosb  mea- 
sures for  tlieir  own  security  which  thepeopie  would 
feo  eagerly  have  seconded!  on  the  contrary  tliey 
gave  the  most  positive  orders  that  the  French  sJiould 
be  received  every  where,  and  treated  even  more 
honorable  than  the  Spanish  troops.  In  consequence 
of  their  detestable  spirit  of  tameness  or  voluntary 
blindness,  the  gates  of  Pamplona,  St,  Sebastian, 
Figuiras,  and  Barcelojia  were  thrown  open  to  them. 

„The  next  object  of  these  treacherous  guests  was 
tb  get  possession  of  their  citadels.  On  the  16th  of 
February,  the  citadel  of  Pamplona  was  seized  by  a 
party  of  French  soldiers^  wiio  had  gone  thither  to 
receive  tlieir  rations  as  usual.  Wlien  they  had 
hiade  themselves  masters  of  the  bridges  and  secured 
the  powder  magazines,  Darmagnac,  who  had  been 
selected  as  tlie  agent  of  this  infamous  baseness,  had 
the  impudence  to  address  a letter  to  tlie  magistrates, 
informing  them  that  as  he  understood  he  was  to 
remain  some  time  in  Pamplona,  lie  fek  himself 
obliged  to  ensui’C  its  safety  in  a military^anner — 
and  he  besought  them  to  consider  his  ganisoning 
the  citadel  as  **only  a trijUng  cliangey  incapable  of 
■disturbing  tlie  harmony  which  ought  to  subsist 
between  two  faitliful  allies.”  Barcelona  was  sur- 
prised on  the  same  day,  by  a stratagem  equally 
disgraceful.  ' About  10,000  French  troops  arrived 
in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city  on  the  13th  Feb. 
and  requested  permission  to  halt  there  and  refresh 
themselves  for  a few  days,  on  their  way  to  Valencia. 
The  gates  were  opened  and  they  were  received  by 
the  people  as  friends  and  allies.  On  the  16th,  the 
-generale  was  beat;  they  assembled  on  the  parade  as 
if  to  proceed  upon  their  march;  their  hosts  and 
acquaintances  came  to  bid  them  farewell,  and  the 
idlers  of  the  place  gathered  round  to'  see  them 
depart.  On  a sudden  they  filed  off  in  two  divisions, 
one  to  the  citadel,  the  other  to  Monjui,  a fort  upon 
the  hill  which  commands  the  town.  Here  there 
was  a garrison  capable  of  resisting  them;  but,  the 
Commander  had  not  resolution  enough  to  act  up  to 
his  duty.  The  French  general  insisted  that  his 
oixiers  were  preremptory  and  must  be  executed.  I’o 
have  resisted  would  have  brought  on  an  immediate 
attack;  and,  though  the  commander  could  have 
defended  Monjui,  he  dared  not  ventui’e  upon  an  act 
which  would  have  involved  his  country  in  a war 
'vith  France. 


The  government  of  Spain  had  not  virtue  cnou'^^ 
to  know  the  strength  it  possessed  in  such  a people 
as  the  Spaniards;  feeling  nothing  but  its  own  im- 
becility, it  had  not  courage  to  prevent  these  aggi*es- 
sioiis,  and  consequently  diwed  not  resent  them;  and, 
as  the  Fi’ench  seized  these  places  in  the  name  of 
their  emperor  as  an  ally,  this  wretched  court  con- 
sented to  the  occupation  of  them  on  the  same  plea. 
It  will  be  found — to  digress  from  our  narrative  and 
in  the  language  of  the  ablest  winters  of  the  present 
dayi  it  will  be  found  that  the  resistance  to  France 
has  been  entirely  begun  and  curried  on  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Spain.  Their  kings  betrayed  them — fled,  and 
rushed,  with  the  ivliole  of  their  base  courtiers,  into 
the  arms  oi  the  enemy.  Tiieir  nobles  followed — 
and  it  is  painful  to  rehect,  that  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  tiiis  body,  after  attending  Ferdinand 
to  Bayonne,  returned  in  the  train  of  Joseph,  ami, 
only  quitted  his  service  when  the  universal  insur- 
rection ot  the  common  people  di’ove  him  from  liis 
usurped  throne.  The  people,  then,  and,  of  the 
people,  the  middle,  and  above  all,  the  lower  orders, 
hav-e  alone  the  merit  of  raising  this  glorious  opposi- 
tion to  a common  enemy  of  national  independence. 
Those  who  had  so  little  of  what  is  commonly  term- 
ed interest  in  the  country^  those  who  had  no  stake  h\ 
the  community  (to  speak  the  technical  language  of 
tlie  aristocracy,)  the  persons  of  no  consideration  in 
the  state,  they  who  could  not  pledge  their 
having  only  lives  and  liberties  to  lose,  the  bulk,  the 
mass  of  the  people,  nay,  the  very  odious  manj-head- 
ed  beasts,  the  multitude,  the  mob  itself,  alone,  un- 
called, unaided  by  the  higlier  classes,  in  despite  of 
tnese  higher  classes;  and  in  direct  opposition  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  Uie  enemy  whom  they  so  vilely 
joined;  raised  up  the  standard  of  insurrection, 
^0^*6  it  through  massacre  and  through  victory,  un- 
til it  chased  the  usurper  away,  and  waved  over  his 
deserted  courts  Happen  what  will  in  the  sequel, 
here  is  a grand  and  perinanent  success,  a lesson  to 
ail  governments,  a warning  to  all  oligarchias,  a 
cheering  example  to  eveiy  people.  Ifot  a name  of 
any  note  in  Spain  was  to  be  seen  in  the  records  of 
tlie  patriotic  proceedings,  until  the  cause  began  to 
flourish;  and  then  the  higher  orders  came  round  for 
tlieir  share  in  the  success. 

Symptoms  of  this  popular  feeling,  s5  generous, 
so  noble,  and  so  utterly  unlike  tiie  spirit  of  tlie  pol- 
troons and  Jei'aitors  to  whom  tne  concerns  of  the 
country  had  been  entrusted,  first  appeared  in  Barce- 
lona; and  tne  count  of  Espeleta,  captain-general  of 
Catalonia,  found  it  necessary  to  issue  a proclama- 
tion, (Feb.  29)  calling  upon  all  fathers  oflamiiies, 
and  heads  of  houses,  to  preserve  tranquility,  and 
thus  co-operate  with  the  intention  of  tiieir  rulers, 
and  declaring  that  the  late  transactions  did  in  no 
way  obstruct  or  alter  the  system  ot'  government, 
neither  did  they  disturb  public  nor  private  order. — 
His  proclamation  was  posted  in  alljiarts  of  the  city. 
Duiiesme,  however,  soon  gave  the  inhabitants  new 
cause  for  alarm,  by  calling  upon  the  captain-general 
to  fill  the  magazines,  and  establish  depots  for  the 
subsistence  of  his  troops. 

The  count  of  Espeleta  returned  for  his  answer  to 
this  requisition  (March  18)  that  the  French  general 
might  consider  the  wholO  city  as  his  magazine — 
that  as  I'.e  had  no  enemy  to  dread,  and  was  quar- 
tered there  as  an  ally,  the  measures  which  he  pro- 
posed to  take  could  only  create  suspicion  and  dis- 
trust, and  that  if  he  persisted  in  an  intention  so 
pointed  and  offensive,  it  would  neither  be  in  the 
power  of  the  general  or  himself  to  remedy  the  con- 
sequences of  the  sensation  which  such  a measure 
might  excite  among  the  inhabitants.” 
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it  seems  at  this  time  to  have  been  Bonapar  c’s  in- 
tention that  the  roval  family  should  fly  to  their 
American  empire.  He  might  then  take  possession 
of  the  kingdom  as  left  to  him  by  their  abdication; 
and  there  was  no  means  ot  ultimately  securing 
Spanish  America  also,  so  likely  as  by  letting  this 
fjiniiiy  retire  thither — botli  countries  would,  needs 
be  desirous  that  the  intercourse  between  them 
should  continue;  nor  were  there  any  Spaniards  who 
v/ould  with  less  reluctance  submit  to  hold  it  in 
dependence  upon  him,  than  those  persons  who  had 
given  so  many  proofs  of  abject  submission  to  his 
will  For  the  p\irpqse  of  increasing  the  fears  of 
Chai-les  and  his  ministers,  he  wrote  an  angry  letter, 
v'.omplaining  in  the  severest  terms  of  repror.ch,  tliat 
no  further  measures  had  been  taken  for  negocia- 
ting  tiic  proposed  marriag*e.  The  king  replied,  that 
he  was  willing  that  it  should  take  phice  immedi- 
ately. He  probably  considered  Bonaparte  to  be  sin- 
cere in  his  intentions  of  forming  this  alliance,  and 
never  having  been  fit  for  business,  and  now,  perhaps 
for  the  first^time  rpally  feeling  its  cares,  a natural 
wish  for  repose  be^im  to  be  felt,  and  a thought  pf 
abdication  passed  his  mind.  ^‘Maria  Louisa,”  said 
he  to  the  queen,  in  the  presence  of  Cevallos,— >by 
whom  the  curious  fact  is  stated,  and  all  the  odier 
ministers  of  state,  “we  will  retire  to  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces, where  we  will' pass  our  days  in  tramjuiiity, 
and  Ferdinand,  who  is  a young  man,  will  faice  up- 
on himself  the  burthcnofthegovernment.”(5)  Whe- 
ther this  abdication  was  produced  by  the  intrigues 
of  his  son,  the  threats  of  his  faithful  all}',  or  a con- 
sciousness of  his  cum  imbecility,  still  remains  a m »s- 
tery  and  probably  will  never  be  explaiiied  in  a sa- 
tisfactory manner.  We  are  induced  to  believe  that 
ft  was  a voluntary  act.  It  arose  from  a thought  widen 
the  example  of  his  predecessors  would  readily  sug- 
gest to  a king  of  Spain.  But  it  was  not  this  which 
Bonaparte  desired.  He  perceived  his  victim  was 
not  yet  sufliciently  terrified,  and  therefore  Izquier- 
'do,  who  had  been  kept  at  Paris,  in  a state  of  per- 
petual suspense  and  agitation,  was  commanded  to 
return  to  Spain.  No  written  propositions  were  sent 
with  him;  neither  was  he  to  receive  any;  and  he 
w'as  ordered  not  to  remain  longer  than  three  days. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  arrived  at  Aranjeuz, 
and  was  immediately  conducted  by  Godoy  to  the 
king  and  queen.  What  passed  in  their  conference 
itas  never  transpired;  but  soon  after  lus  departure 
from  Madrid,  Charles  began  to  manifest  a disposi- 
tion to  abandon  Spain,  and  emigrate  ta  Mexico.  If 
he  tv  ere  capable  of  feeling  any  compunctious  visita- 
tions, how  must  he  have  felt  at  reflecting  that  he 
had  assisted  in  driving  his  kinsman  and  son-in-law 
to  a similar  emigration;  that  he  was  now  become 
the  victim  of  his  own  misconduct;  and  envying-  the 
security  which  that  injured  prince  had  obtained,  was 
himself  preparing,  in  fe:ip  and  in  jjerii,  to  follo  w his 
example. 

Preparations  for  such  a removal  could  not  so 
easily  be  made  at  Madrid  and  Aranjeuz  as  at  Lisbon. 


(5)  We  have  no  more  doubt,  that  tlie  resignation 
of  Clirudes  was  produced  by  the  tlireats  and  cabals 
of  Ferdinand,  than  we  have,  that  the  resignation  oi 
the  latter  was  extorted  by  tlie  violence  and  mena- 
ces of  Bonaparte.  There  is  something  not  only  in- 
credible, but  ludicrous,  in  the  story  which  Don  Pe- 
dro tells  of  the  free  and  alFectionate  resignation  of 
this  unfoiWunate  monarch,  whom  he  represents  like 
some  sentimental  old  gentleman  in  a German  come- 
dy, taking  his  elderly  consort  by  the  hand,  and  ad- 
flressing  her  in  these  touching  words;  “Maria  Loti- 
Edin,  Rev.  Oct  1808-  ' " ' 


There  was  also  a wide  differenee  between  the  cir' 
cumstances  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  making  tl'at  a 
base  action  in  the  sovereign  of  the  former  kingdom, 
which  for  the  last  half  centuiy,  would  have  been 
the  wisest  measure  that  the  house  of  Braganza 
could  nave  adopted.  The  Spaniai  ds  wore  confident 
in  tlie  size  and  .strength  of  their  counti}',  and  iu 
the  prince  of  AstiU'ias  and  his  party  tlieyliad  leader.s 
to  ^^’hom  they  were  entliusiastically  attached.  Greai 
agitation  prevailed  in  the  mctropoli.s,  the  French 
were  rapidly  advancing  there,  the  intentions  of  the 
royal  family  were  soon  suspected,  and  probably 
the  prince’s  friends  in  the  ministry,  to  whom 
tliose  intentions  were  nccessai-iiy  entrusted,  sj)read 
the  alarm  abroad.  It  is  said  that  the  Council  of 
Castile  was  assembled,  and  that,  after  a delibera- 
tion of  six  hours,  the  answer  of  that  house  to  the 
king  was,  that  he  ought  not  to  leave  the  country, 
and  that  they  v.'ould  not  allow  him  to  do  so.  If 
such  an  ansv/er  was  returned,  it  must  have  been 
under  the  fear  of  popular  opinion,  Aranjeuz  v/as 
as  much  disturbed  as  Madrid.  A decree  was  post- 
ed up,  (March  16)  in  which  the  king  eruleavored 
to  remove  the  suspicions  of  the  people.  “ i'he  ar- 
my of  his  dear  allij  the  Emperor  of  the  Frencli,”  he 
said,  “were  traversing  jiis  kingdom  in  peace  and 
friendship,  their  object  being  to  march  to  these 
points  which  were  threatened  by  tlie  enemy,”  8cc. 
This  did  not  satisfy  the  public — the  people  flock- 
Cvi  to  Aranjeuz;  they  found  the  baggage  of  the 

court  packing  up  for  removal. ^It  was  beyond  a 

doubt  that  their  government  was  on  the  point  of 
ab.indoning  them,  and  seeing  no  better  way  of 
saving  themseives,  they  determined  to  stop  them 
by  force,  and  to  take  venge.xncc  upon  Gofloy,  to 
v/hom  they  imputed  all  their  cahuuities.  They 
gathered  x-ound  tlie  house  and  endeavored  to  force 
their  way  in.  Ills  own  soldiers  were  faitliful  to  liinj 
and  some  of  the  life  guards  fell  in  this  attempt.  His 
brociier  Don  Diego  Godoy,  came  with  his  regiinent 
of  guards  to  his  assi.stance,  and  ordered  them  to 
fire  upon  the  people;  but  they  refused  to  obey  and 
suffered  iiim  to  be  disarmed  and  and  bound  liand  aixl 
foot.  The  tumult  encreased;  it  was  reported  that 
the  royal  family  were  about  to  fl}';  they  were  in 
bed  at  the  time;  but  when  tlieiiouse  of  Godoy  was 
forced,  it  was  found  that  he  had  escaped,  and  a party 
of  life  guards  pursued  and  overtook  him  at  Ocaua, 
The  princess  de  iaPaz  and  her  daug’hter  v.'ere  with 
him;  and  k is  not  improbable  that  their  presence 
preserved  liim  from  that  vengeance  which  he  had 
so  righteously  deserved.  They  were  conducted 
back  and  delivered  by  the  populace  to  tlie  prince  o 
Asturias. (6) 

Tliis  teqk  pUceduring  the  night  of  die  17th.  On 
the  following-  morning  the  king  issued  a decree, 
saying,  that  as  he  intended  to  command  the  army 
and  navy  in  person,  he  released  Godoy  from  his 
employ  s of  generalissimo  and  admiral,  and  gave  him 
leave  to  witiidraw  whitiier  he  pleased.  Tlie  people 
were  not  to  be  appeased  by  a measure,  the  obvious 
intentions  of  which  was  to  screen  the  favorite  from 
punishment,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  eflect- 
ing  liis  escape.  Their  agitation  still  continued — 
and  diaries,  the  next  day,  (Marcli  19)  by  a public 
decree,  abdicated  the  throne.  “The  complaints,” 
he  said,  “under  which  he  had  long  labored  would 
not  permit  him  longer  to  suppox-t  tlie  heavy  burthen 
of  government;  and  as  it  was  necessary  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health,  to  enjoy  the  tranquility  , of  a 
private  life  in  a more  temperate  climate,  he  had  de- 


(6)  “Offici.al  accounts,”  &,c,  3 Am,  Reg.  State 
pap.  369. 
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t3rmined  after  the  m.ost  eerious  delibei-atiou  to  abdi- 
cate the  crown  in  favor  of  his  very  dear  sou.”  He 
therefore,  by  this  decree  of '‘free  and  voluntary  ab- 
dication,” made  known  his  royal  will,  “'that  the 
prince  of  Asturias  should  be  acknowledg-ed  and 
obeyed  as  king*  and  national  lord  of  all  his  king’-i 
doms  and  ‘sovereignties.’(7) 

Politics. 

As  man}'-  persons  expect  something  on  politic-^, 
(as  the  word  is  generally  ui^erstood,)  in  the  first 
number  of  the  Resistek,  supposing  it  may  afford 
a data  whereon  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  ground  I 
intend  to  take;  and,  feeling  an  earnest  desire  that  a 
single  subscriber  shall  not  be  disappointed,  though 
tmprepared  to  discuss  a particular  subject,  I will 
offer  a few  general  remarks,  hoping  they  may  meet 
the  wishes  of  my  friends  and  patrons;  premising, 
in  order  that  I may  not  be  saddled  with  the  sins  of’ 
others,  (assured  I shall  have  enough  of  ray  own  to 
bear)  that  I intend  to  make  it  a rule  to  annex  my 
own  proper  signature,  dr  at  least  the  initi  ils  of  my 
name,  to  every  article  of  this  description  i ma}' 
write  and  publish.  The  procedure  may  be  tho\igh: 
too  pompous  by  some,  and  condemned  as  dictatorial 
by  others, — hut  I have  r.iy  reasons  for  it,  and  feel 
very  confident  that  what  I liave  to  say  'will  not  be 
one  jot  or  tittle  tlie  better  for  being  signed  Cin-. 
einnaius,  or  Thales,  or  Washington,  or  Franklin.  It 
is  the  fashion,  to  be  sure,  to  attach  great  names  to 
little  pieces.  I would  reverse  the  practice,  if  / 
co7iid.  The  ass  was  cliiefly  despbed  t'ov  pretending 
to  be  a lion. 

The  letter  and  spirit  of  the  prospectus,  shall,  as 
fiir  as  my  better  judgment  can  direct  me,  be  strictly 
adhered  to— -nay,  so  far  will  I carry  its  spirit,  tlnit 
if  I myself  sliail  advance  opinions  not  generally  held 
as  truly  American,  I will  not  only  insert  a replication 
thereto,  but  search  for  and  select  the  best  written 
articles  I can  find  on  the  subject,  in  opposition — 
Let  it  not  be  inferred  from  tliis  that  I suppose  my- 
self capable  of  withstanding  all  and  any  opposition 
that  may  possibly  arise.  J only  mean  that  the  mat- 
Icrmay  be  fairly  argued,  devoid  of  personalities  and 
indiscriminate  censures.  Jf  a literary  colossus  as- 
sails me,  Itvill  seek  a match  for  hi'.n — If  he  proven 
me  incorrect,  my  position  shall  be  abandoned. — . 
Tills  is  Vvdiat  I call  a “broad,  liberal,  and  jji^j^lcpen- 
(ient  basis;”  and,  however  strange  tiie  prospect  mar 
appear,  I believe  it  practicable,  seeing  I liave  no 
particular  object,  as  to  this  man  or  that  man,  to 
accomplish.  But  essays,  likely  to  produce  such 
contention  will  rarely,  if  ever,  be  written  and  pub- 
lished by  me.  I desire  to  print  a work  useful  to  all, 
rather  than  promotive  of  the  interests  of  a part. 

Jis  to  our  relations  at  home Every  feeling  of 

my  heart  is  enlisted  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  my 
country,  as  laid  down  in  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, and  secured  by  the  coxstitctiox.  I vene- 
rate the  good  man-  who  drafted  that  memorable 
instrument,  and  knovv'  not  how  sufficiently ' to  ad- 
mire his  great  compatriots  in  the  work  of  revolu- 
tion. I believe  diaf  cannot  i)e  too  often 

l ead  and  studied;  as  well  to  put  us  in  mind  of  what 
we  were,  and  make  us  sensible  of  what  we  a.re,  as 
teach  us  to  appreciate  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and 
rights  oi  sell  government.  And  I cannot  consider  that 
man  a friend  to  this  country  who  pronounces  it  a 
*‘reicked  thing, ov  \vo\xl'l,  in  any  manner,  prevent 
a frequent  rcierence  to  it.  Eor  the  fathers  of  the 
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land  who  framed  the  constitution!  have  the  utino.>t 
respect;  and  will  manifest  it,  in  supporting,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  the  great  principles  tiic'-  esta- 
biishedto  preserve  tlic  integrity  of  the  republic,  and 
administer  to  the  felicities  of  its  numerous  and  in- 
creasing people.  If  I can  do  no  more,  I will  do  this 
— I will  obey  the  dictate  of  WASiiixoToy,  and 
'froxvn  indignant'y  on  the  frst  dawning  of  an  attempt 
“to  allienate  amj  portion  of  this  country  from  the  rest, 
“or  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  7iow  link  its  variants 
“parts, and  accomit  that  man  as  half  a traitor  or 
twQ-thirds  a fool,  who  typuld  create  “Geographical 
discrimmations^’  in  the  body  politic.  Some  persons 
pretend  to  fear  this  government  cannot  stand.  I be- 
lieve those  who  EXPiiEss  such  a fear  do  not  wish  it  to 
stand.  There  is  a .certain  rankling  aristocracy  too 
generally  prevalent  in  the  human  breast,  tliat 
prompts  us  to  think  ourselves  siqjerloi-  to  our  fel- 
lows. From  the  time  that  government  be^'-an  tiiere 
has  existed  two  parties  in  every  country,  and  they 
will  exist  till  man  receives  a new  itcart;  though  in 
some  places,  the  public  reason  may  con troul  them 
moretiiltnin  others.  Those  parlies  cbntai;ii,  1st, 
The  men  who  labor. — no  matter  at  what  busiitess  or 
profession — 2nd,  those  who  do  not,  or  desire^  to  live 
on  the  labor  of  otliers.  Tiie  first  is  struggling  for 
a relief  of  their  burthens  and  cares — the  second  is  as 
anxious  to  keep  themselves  as  they  are,  or  exalt 
their  condition;  and  hence  perpetual  war.  Let  us 
examine  the  matter  and  ourselves,  carefully,  and  see 
if  it  is  not  so — and  when  we  find  a man  “despairing  of 
tliC  republic,”  or,  by  vile  insinuation,  attempting  to 
undermine  the  faith  the  people  put  in  it,  probe  him 
to  the  quick;  he  will  be  found  seeking  for  something 
— some  post  of  honor,  profit  or  emolument,  or  degree 
of  con.sideration  among  the  people,  he  does  nottlien 
possess'.  ’ ' He  belongs  to  the  aristocratic  party, 
tliough  lie  may  call  himself  by  what  name  he  pleases. 
“I  beliove  this  is  the  strongest  government  on  earth. 
“I  believe  it  is  the  only  one  wliere  every  ipau  at  the 
‘•‘call  of  tlie  law,  would  fiy  to  the  standard  of  the  law, 
“and  would  meet  invasions  of  the  public  order  as 
hiis  own  personal  concern.  Sometimes  it  is  said 
“that  man  cannot  he  trusted  with  the  government 
“ofliimself.  Can  he  then  be  trusted  with  the  go- 
“vernirient  of  others.^  or  ha^’e  we  foimd  angels  in  the 
“form  of  kings  to  govern  lum.^ — I^et  history  answer 
“the  question.*” 

It  is  true,  lliat  oiu'  great  men,  like  the  planets, 
have  their  sat-eililes  revo  ving  round  them — moving 
as  they  move,  and  adopting  all  the  r opinions — and 
thui,  perhaps,  some  really  honest  well-meaning'  men 
may  believe  a republican  system  of  governmciit  in- 
compatible with  the  power  necessary  to  its  own  ])re- 
servation.  I pity  the  v/eaknpss  of  such  )uen;  tiieir 
posterity  will  not  think  so.  Our  fathers  were  ac- 
customed to  speak  of  kings  and  lords  a.s  ang'eis: — 
some  of  the  old  leaven  remakis,  h'at  most  Americans 
believe  them  to  be  among  the  weakest,  most  aban- 
doned  and  vilest  of  mankind,  and  so  they  are.  The 
“great  commoner,”  IVilliam  Pitt,  who  “sunk  into  in- 
significance and  an  earldom,”f  used  to  call  the  Bri- 
tish house  of  lords,  “a  hospital  of  incurables!’^  and  I 
have  heard  tlie  venerable  author  oi  Pennsylvania 
Farmer’s  Letters  say,  he  did  not  believe  there  ever 
were  congregated,  in  a legislative  capacity,  so  vile, 
so  wretched  and  ignorant  a body  of  men  as  tliis  stlf^ 
same  Ao  usr  of  lords.  If  we  travel  to  ETance  we  fin'd' 
nothing  better — what  may  not  be  said  of  the  legion- of 
honor? 


^Jea'erson’s  inaugural  addi'ess. 
iNicknamed  lord  Chatham. 
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Again,  it  is  said,  “our  country  is  too  large  for  a 
Jtepubllc.”  Why  so? — Is  liussia,  three  times  as 
large,  more  liappily  governed? — Whence  comes  the 
opinion?  The  iio/nait  commonwealth  was  destroyed; 
but  not  from  the  extent  of  its  territory. — Home  had 
nothing  like  our  confederation  in  the  constitution  of 
her  government — a city,  it  may  be  said,  gave  the  law 
to  a world.  There  was  no  representation  to  bring 
a common  focus  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the 
widely  distributed  parts — there  were  np  state  sove- 
reignties to  preside  over  the  local  concerns  of  tlie 
people.  Their  elections  were  civil  wars;  and  llie 
army  generally  decided  contested  points  between 
her  ambitious  citizens: — yet  liberty  was  not  destroy- 
ed until  the  jealousy  of  her  rulers  liad  deprived  the 
people  of  the  use  of  arms — and  then,  indeed,  des[K)- 
tism  had  its  full  sway.  With  us,  every  citizen  is 
constitutionally  a soldier,  and  may  the  hite  of  Ha- 
inan be  his  who  shall  plot  to  deprive  him  of  the  in- 
estimable privilege  of  bearing  arms.  Yet  sometlnng 
else  is  necessary — a general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
in  the  establishment  of  schools. 

It  lias  for  many  years  been  a serious  question  in 
enlightened  England,  whetlier  it  is  so'und  po  icy  to 
teach  the^poor  to  read  and  write;  and  tiie  magnuju- 
emperor  of  France,  improving  upon  the  hint, 
will  not  suffer  a suffeient  quanii-ty  of  presses  iti  his- 
clominions  to  supply  his  people  with  mere  school 
hooks,  though  they  work  night  and  day-*  If  a man 
in  tlie  United  States  were  to  attempt  to  reason  sober- 
ly on  the  impropriety  of  general  education  in  a ;io- 
iitical  point  of  view  (or,  indeed,  in  any  other)  we 
would  put  him  down  for  a madman  or  fool,  witli- 
out  any  ceremony,  lint  in  England,  many  grave 
and  reverend  gentlemen,  holding  high  places  in  tlie 
church  and  state,  and  distinguislied  for  their  talents, 
Jiave  protested  against  Instructing  the  common  peo- 
])le,  \e^t ‘Uhey  ?n(iy  become  proud  and  no  loiiger  sub- 
mit to  the  drudgery  they  patiently  bear  in  ignorance!''’’ 
What  sort  of  a government  must  that  be  where  sucli 
opinions  are  tolerated,  and,  perhaps,  found  necessa- 
ry? In  continental  Europe  the  state  of  things  is  far 
worse.  Bonaparte  declares,  in  tlie  most  public  man- 
ner, that  his  subjects  shall  not  possess  information 
— that  they  shall  not  be  instructed;  and,  from  a know- 
ledge of  facts  obtained  through  ihe  experience  of 
others,  correct  their  own  understanding,  and  lead  to 
an  amelioration  of  tlieir  condition.  He  intends  they 
shall  be  slaves;  and  to  h<igood  slaves,  tiiey  must  be 
ignorant.  Time  has  been  when  a man  that  could 
read  and  write  was  regarded  as  a suspicious  chaiaic- 
tcr — :in  enemy  of  “order-  and  regular  government.'’ 
The  time  seems  fast  approaching  in  Europe,  (nu}-, 
perhaps,  now  is)  when  to  reason  will  be  .accounteil 
a liigh  misdemeanor.  There  are  some  person.',  in 
tiie  United  Slates  who  affect  to  believe  it  unlit  for 
V.\o  common  people  Xo  examine  the  conduct  of  their 
ruler.s — but  tlieir  number  is  as  few  as  their  doctrine 
is  contemptible. 

I thank  heaven,  there  are  not  many  native  citizens 
of  tlie  United  States  who  cannot  read  and  write, 
and  that  most  of  them  reflect  on  the  measures  of 
government.  To  do  so  is  a moral  obligation  of  the 
Jilghest  importance,  as  well  as  a constitutional  duly. 
At  stated  periods,  not  far  distant  from  eac!i  otheV, 

♦ hey  have  full  opportunity  to  give  eflect  to  their 
f:r)nclus!ons — at  tiie/jo/Zs  the  feeblest  voice  is  heard 
—and  the  verdict  is  fin-d.  It  is  true,  the  people  may 
bi  led  away  for  tlie  moment — but  as  the  safety  of 
the  .state  is  every  man’s  personal  concern,  and  as  I 
C;amiot  he.\'\c;xQ  the  people  are  their  oivn  ivorsl  e)ie- 
the  attraction  of  deception  passes  away,  and 

* We  intended  to  publish  this  Gothic  decree — from 
calculation  the  .ahov.e  is  litcrallv  correct. 
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truth  being  the  needle  of  their  compass,  scUles  at 
the  proper  point. 

Thus,  without  expecting  it,  I have  been  led  to  a. 
long  dissertation,  and  must  defer  some  rcmavh.s  on 
our  foreign  relations  until  anolhel*  time.  As  tofo- 
reigai  nations,  say  Great  Britain -AwCi  France,  for 
all  are  nearly  swallowed  op  in  the  influence  of  on<>; 
or  tlie  other,  I will  mereiy  ob.serve— that  I consid  -f 
the  former  as  governed  by  a set  or[poliricar}  hui.v-s 
— and  die  latter  by  a single  one,  Whldi  of  tlic  two 
is  preferable  has  not  enured  into  my  catcnlatiou.--'. 
But  iJicreare  a few  polnt.s  as  to  oUr  domestic  affiji.« 
on  which  it  becomes  me  to  say  soinelhing. 

In  several  parts  of  tiie  United  Slates,  pal’ticiilarlv 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryla'ui,  and  In  the  :,t..tC3 
of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  an  idea  Ims  gone  fin-tl)  that 
the  Weekly  Regi.steii  was  intended  to  0])posi3 
.Mr.  Madison,  and  support  the  e>:-secrelar\ , Mi-.  Jl. 
Smith  The  rumor  ha.s  prevented  many  suliscrijw 
tions,  and  been  no  jiniall  detriment  to  ine,  thougli 
destitute  of  the  sliglitest  foundation  in  trutli.  I do 
not  intend  to  oppose  or  support  any  man*  mlicli 
less  to  take  part  in  the  squabbles  of  iiidli’iduials, 
though  principles  shall  be  discussed.  On  tlie  late 
diiierence between  these  gentlemen  I have  had  but 
one  opinion  vrhicb.  was,  and  is,  that  ?di-.  J/a'/.V;;;.  vr:g 
perfectly  justifiable  in  dlsniis.sing  Mr.  Smithi  I;f, 
being  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  conduct  of 
tlie  executive,  v'as  unquestiomdily  right  in  not  ]iej- 
milling  liim.self  to  be  dictated  to,  and  in  res.loring 
harmony  to  the  different  departments  of  government. 
1 believe  that  Mr.  Smith,  or  any  other  man  tlihiking 
him.self  aggrieved,  lias  a right  to  vindica.le  or  just  i- 
fy himself  “at  the  bar  of  tiie  public  reason.” — but  of 
the  ma?mer  and  time  in  whicli  lie  did  it,  I IiaVe  al- 
w.iys  expressed  the  most  unqualilied  dlsapprobatif))’, 
nor  am  I pleased  with  the  iimi.'er  itself ; many  things 
being  highly  exceptionable.  In  general,  as  an  indi- 
vidual, I approve  the  measure.s  of  goverhfncnt;  blit 
things  have  been  done  I could  not  suppoi  fj  and 
others  may  be  committed  1 siiall  not  subscribe  lo.  t 
will  attach  myself  as  un  editor,  to  no  parly  but  the 
people’.s  VAUTr,  whose  wish  is  *‘pcave,  liberty  and 
safety F * 

"'The  W estern  Country.'^ 

Lord  SiiErrir. til’s  idea  on  commerce,  with  h!s 
views  of  tlie  United  States  of  America,  have  recciv-* 
ed  tlie  force  of  oracles  in  England.  He  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  tl;c  father.s  (if  not  ihe  fatlScii)  of 
tlie  present  British  sy.'^tem  of  blockading  whole 
coasts  by  pieces  of  paper;  in  defiance  of  natioiial 
law  and  nroral  jin^tice,  to  coerce  a inononolv  of  tne 
trade  of  the  world,  or  at  least  force  its  cornr'iieditie.s 
through  tlieir  own  ports.  Unfortunately  for  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  their  great  rival  in  rapaclt}',  the  ruler 
of  continental  Europe,  has  so  completefv  seconded 
tlieir  views  by  his  outrageous  decrees,  that  neutral 
trade  is  destroyed,  or  pursued  at  a gevevc.i\Q?,>.  Thil; 
this  is  foreign  to  our  present  subject — we  meant  on- 
ly to  notice  w?;eof  his  lordship’s  views  of  the  United 
States,  at  tliis' time;  the  Eritish  ministry  appearing 
to  see  as  he  did,  and,  in  defiance  of  innumerable  and 
palpable  facts,  refu.sing  to  be  convinced  of  th.e  real 
state  of  things  among.st  us. 

lu  his  lordship’s  book,  written  just  after  tlie  close 
of  our  revolutionary  war,  entitled  “Observations  on 
the  commerce  of  the  ^^merican  Staleaf  (vvliich  we  may 
have  .some  further  occasion  to  notice  fiereafterf  ri 
constant  disposition  is  manifested  to  depress  th.e  A- 
merlcan  cliaracter,  amlderogate  the  natural  adv.sn, 
tages  our  ccuniiy  tnjoy.s,  as  well  at  th.e  eXj)  iiog 
of  probabilitv  as  ot  truth;  leading  Ids  fldkuv  sunfecU 
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i;ito  gi-oss  errors,  to  prevent  emigration,  retard  the 
increase  of  poptilation,  aiiil  obstrust  the  establish- 
raent  of  manufactures. 

Ills  lordshij)  takes  frequent  opportunity  to  assure 
Ills  readers,  'Uhot  settlers  %eijond  the  Alleghany  monn- 
*/a/7i5  commercial;’’  well  knowdnij  that 

10  commerce  {i.  e.  foreign  commerce)  his  country- 
men are  apt  to  connect  every  idea  of  prosperity  ; 
for  ids  lordship  had  heard  there  were  rich  and  fer- 
tile lands  to  be  had  on  very  reasonable  lerms,_in  our 

western  country but  would  prove  th.em  of  little 
use,  and  that  they  never  can  be  thickly  populated, 
from  the  impossibility  of  findin.r^  a vent  for  their 
produce.  liis  loivlsh ip’s  lordly  objects  are  distinctly 
known;  llicy  furnisli  lu..  proo'f  <)f  his  loyalty,  if  they 
afford  no, tiling-  in  favor  of  his  discernment  or  love  of 

About  27  years  liave  elapsed  since  lord  Sheffield 
fnads  his  book.  Ttie  state  of  Ohio  was  then  a mere 
wilderness,  and,  indeed,  most  of  the  present  thickly 
populated  places  on  the  western  waters,  not  mucii 
better.  'I'lie  many  powerful  streams  which  inter- 
sect that  delightful  country  bore  on  the  bosom  of 
their  waters  only  the  solitaiy  canoe  of  the  Indian, 
stealing  along  their  hank  in  quest  of  Ids  game.  But 
Ohio,  by  the  census  last  taken,  was  found  to  contain 
230,849  inliabltanls;  its  waters  are  enlivened  by  the 
appearance  of  ni-ajestic  ships,  bound  to  the  sea;  the 
yell  of  the  savage  had  given  place  to  the  dieerfnl 
note  of  tlie  saifor;  v.'hile  hundreds  of  large  boats, 
holding  their  adverse  courses,  manifest  the  magni- 
tude of  the  comniei-ce  of  the  country,  and  assure  lo 
the  ImsbanJrnan  a market  for  his  productions,  as 
well  as  a supply  of  those  articles  of  foreign  pro- 
duce which  his’want  demands  or  luxury  i-equires. 
Twenty  two  years  since  iliere  were  not  100  white 
persons  in  the'  countr}'  now  forming  the  state  of  Ohio 
it  was  an  impenetrable  forest;  last  year  its  inha- 
bitants manufACiured  two  millions  of  }ai’ds  of  woolen, 
flaxen  and  cotton  cloth,  more  tliaii  one  million  of 
gallons  of  whiskey,  upwards  of  thirteen  millions  of 
pounds,  of  sugar  with  many  other  articles,  forming 
an  aggregate  value  equal  to  two  millions  and  a quar- 
ter of  dollars.  About  fifteen  years  ago  the  writer  of 
this  article  recollects  to  have  heard  tliat  celebrated 
meclianlc,  Mr.  Oliver  Ilvans,  give  an  opinion  that 
the  man  was  theti  living  who  might  see  the  Missis- 


sippi and  its  tributary  streams  covered  with  lmn» 
clreds  of  steam-bouts.  The  sentiment,  from  the  iw- 
velty  of  the  idea,  appeared  extravagant  at  the  time; 
but  fi-oin  v,diat  has  liapjjened  and  daily  coming  to 
pass,  it  assumes  probability,  and  may  be  verified  in. 
its  fullest  extent,  at  a very  short  period.  Tiie  wes- 
tern country  is  receiving  an  unprecedented  increase 
of  wealth  and  population;  and  the  native  obstruc- 
tions to  such  navigation  will  be  removed  as  the  com- 
merce of  the  waters  rises  to  its  ultimate  importance. 

We  reserve  to  ourselves  some  more  enlarged  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  the  preceding  being  intended 
only  to  introduce  tiie  following  interesting  statement: 
Louisville^  fKen.J  J\fay  21,  1811. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  boats  and 
their  loading,  which  passed  tiie  falls  of  Oliio,  froiU 
to  May  5,  1811. 

7431Cider-ro\-al  barrels 


129,483 

6a4,810 


October  5,  1810. 

Boats  number 

Fiour  barrels 

Bacon  pounds 

Whiskey  barrels 
Cider  ditto 

Pork  ditto 

Apples  ditto 

Oats  bushels 

Corn  ditto  47,795 

Mei^chandize  i5^355,624 
Cheese  barrels  5,141 

Beans-  ditto  606 

Plank  feet  1,483,130 

Butter  pounds  24,691 


i,S50 
pounds  465,412 
barrels  218 
bushels  1,811 
Hemp  c'xot.  630,562 
Dry  fruit  barrels  263 

eSrfage 

Fowls  nuruher  1,207,338 
Shoe  thread  pounds  2,592 

Horses  number  292 
Beer  barrels 
Tobacco  hhds. 


Lard 
Onions 

9,477fPotatoes 
2,513 
13,562 
2,513 
4,020^ 


-16/ 1 
2,311 
be  cal- 


Live  hogs  number  908 
And  a number  of  articles  too  tedious  to 
ciliated. 

A Mr.  Bowmaiv  a pilot  at  Jeffersonville,  took  lOG 
boats  over  the  fails  of  Ohio,  during  tlie  aforesaid 
period,-  of  whose  cargoes  no  notice  is  taken  in  the 
above. 

The  foregoing  is  a return  made  by  the  regular 
lots,  who  all  agree  in  stating  that  during  the  high 
water  at  least  one-third  as  many  more  passed  with- 
out their  assistance.  Tiiis  estimate,  therefore,  gives 
tlie  whole  probable  number  of  boats  that  passed  the 
Falls  at  1200,  wafting  the  rich  produce  of  tlie  wes- 
tern parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  with  those 
of  the  state  of  Oliio  and  part  of  Kentucky,  lo  the 
markets  on  t!ie  sea-board.  What  a phosfect! 


TOTAL  EXPENSES, 

Of  ihc  War  for  Independence^  with  a Statement  of  all  the  troops  in  the  Continental  service. 


REGULARS  RAISED  I A'  THE  YEARS 

j 

Treasury  payments. 

O X X jLstO  • 

1775. 

1776. 

1777. 

177  8 

1779. 

1780. 

1781. 

1782. 

1783. ! 

NewHamsphire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Mar3daiid, 

Virginia, 

North  C-nroIina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 

2,824 

fl6,444 

1,193 

4,407 

2,075 

500 

3,019 

13,372 

798 

6,39t 

3y6l9 

3,193 

5,519 

609 

637 

6,181 

1,134 

2,069 

351 

1,172 

7,816 

548 

4,563 

1,903 

1,408 

4,983 

299 

2,030 

5,744 

1,281 

1,65g 

1,423 

1,283: 
7, OK 
630 
4,010 
2,194 
1,586 
3,684 
349 
3,307 
5,236 
1,287 
1,65>» 
673 

1,004 

6,287 

507 

3,544 

2,256 

1,276 

3,476r 

317 

2,849 

3,973 

1,214 

909 

87 

1,017 

4,453 

915 

3,13-3 

2,179 

I,i0i5 

3,337 
325 
2, '’65 
2,486 

7 ( 
3,73^> 
464 
2,420 
1,178 
823 
1,346 
89 
77v 
1,  25 
545 

744 

4,423 

481 

1,732 

1,198 

660 

, 1/280 
164 
1,2SC 
1,204 
1,105 

733, 

4,370I 

372! 

1,740, 

1,169; 

675; 

1,598; 

235! 

974 

629 

697 

139 

145 

Year. 

17757 

1776  5 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

1781 

1782 

1783 

1784 

Specie  value 
20,('64-,666 

24.986.438 

24.986.438 
P ,794,625 

3,000,000 

1,942,462 

3,631,745 

3,226,538 

548,525 

, -Total. 

1 92,485,693 

AO  CiCiC) 

Total,  in  pay, 

27,443j 

1 1 

34,820 

32,899 

27,699 

01  f 1 ^ 

1 -'2  9Q-'> 

13,476 

sunari  e s 

Zi  ^ iO 

i 4,-:GU 

t'/  ■ 

'135,103,703 

1 

Total,  service-  ^ 
able  VI  camp,  S 

15,OOo| 

' 25,000 

1 

26  OOO 

1.  A 

19,0UC 

18,000 

19,000 

10,000; 

11, COO 

12,000 

tipecie. 

liLOEGEX. 
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Popidation  of  England  and  IVahs  according  to  the  Census  of  !£0I. 


couxriES. 

HOUSES. 

' PERSONS. 

' OCCUPATIONS.  1 

Total  of 
persons. 

’5 

Id 

o 

CO 

(D 

la 

s 

o 

in 

= a 

M S to 

1 5 K 

cu 

U 

O S-  . 

■r.  "tJ  '-ii  O 

1;  S 2^ 

V g c 
5 c U 1 
^0^0) 
--  (U  tc' 

^ c 6 E 1 

Bedford, 

Berks, 

ikicking-htiim, 

Cambridge, 

Chester, 

Cornwall, 

Oamberland, 

Derby, 

Divon, 

Dorset, 

Durham, 

Essex, 

Gloucester, 

Hereford, 

Hertford, 

Huntingdon, 

Kent, 

Lancaster, 

Leicester, 

Lincoln, 

iVIiddlesex,  - 

Monmouth,  * 

Norfolk, 

Northampton, 

Northumberland, 

Nottingham, 

O.xford, 

Katland, 

Salop, 

Somerset, 
Southampton,  - 
.Stafford, 

SafTolk, 

Surry, 

Sussex, 

Warwick, 
Westmoreland,  • 
Wilts, 

Worcester, 

York,  Last  Riding, 

, N.  Riding, 

r— — W.  Riding, 

jTotal,  England. 

ffALJElS. 

Anglesey, 

Rrecon, 

Cardigan, 

Carmarthen, 

Carnarvon, 

Denbigh, 

riint, 

Glamorgan, 

Merionetli, 

Montgomery, 

Pembroke, 

Radnor, 

Total,  Wales. 

Army,  Navy,  &c. 

Total,  Eng.  •&  Wales 

11,883 
20,5r3 
20,443 
16,139 
34.482 
32,906 
21,5^3 
31,822 
5r,935 
21,43/ 
2r,195 
38,371 
46,457 
17,003 
17,681 
6,841 
51,585 
114,270 
25,992 
41,395 
• 112,912 
8,948 
47,617 
26,665 
26,518 
25,611 
20,599 
3,274 
31,182 
48,040 
38,345 
45,193 
32,2  o3 
46,072 
25,272 
40,847 
7,897 
29,462 
26,71 1 
25,781 
31,512 
111,146 

185 

622 

543 

312 

1,139 

1,472 

872 

1,369 

3,235 

825 

1.171 
1,027 
1,715 

941 

491 

135 

1,413 

3,394 

742 

1,094 

5.171 
4171 

1,523 

736 

1,534 

542 

594 

87 

929 

2,136 

912 

1,995 

552 

1,514 

721 

2,936 

315 

1,127 

1,109 

681 

1,014 

4,723 

30,523 

52,821 

52,094 

44,081 

92,759 

89,868 

54,377 

79,401 

157,210 

53,667 

74,770 

111.356 
117,180 

43,955 

48,063 

18,521 

151,374 

322.356 
63,943 

102,445 

373,655 

22,173 

129,842 

63,417 

73,357 

68,558 

53,785 

7,978 

82,563 

126,927 

105,667 

118,698 

101,091 

127,138 

78,797 

99,942 

20,175 

87,380 

67,631 

67,457 

74,904 

276,005 

32,870 

56,394 

55,350 

45,265 

98,992 

98,410 

62,853 

81,741 

185,761 

85,951 

81,741 

115,081 

133,629 

45,236 

49.514 
19,047 

156.250 
350,575, 
66,138; 
106,112 
444,474 
2 i,409 
143,529 
68,340 
83,7  u4 
71,792 
55,831 
8,378 
85,076 
146,823 
113,989 
120,455 
109,340 
141,905 

80.514 
108,248 

21,442 

97,727 

71,702 

71,976 

80,602 

287,948 

18,766 

38,155 

25,083 

28,054 

33.823 
42,687 
21,062 
31,743 
96,208 
28,204 
18,217 
65,174 
49,420 
31,261 
20,611 

9,536 

54,124 

52,018 

23.823 
60,584 
13,417 
12.871 
61,791 
29,303 
23,190 
23,904 
33,109 

3,995, 

45,046 

61,434 

50,696 

43,930 

5.5,744 

2,746 

38,925 

34,756 

12,141 

53,517 

38,865 

31,538 

44,061 

55,695 

13,816 
16,9?1 
20,138 
1 1,988 
67,447 
24,870 
18,337 
39,516 
60,844 
22,259 
25,208 
25,283 
49,645 
8,588 
12,861 
4,484 
43,253 

269.259 
42,036 
24,263 

162.260 
5,540 

38,181 
31,426 
25,738 
35,513 
16.34-6 
1,923 
35,535 
54,053 
30,303 
72,465 
34,064 
42,865 
19,608 
91,922 
8 673 
39,422 
30,230 
22,003 
26,207 

164,188 

28,789  i 

51,463} 

54,9591 
46,369. 
83,031' 
1 1 i,276 
75,97o|' 
88,768, 
185,835[ 
63,422: 
104,146| 
112,99.3 
143,4371 
48,8571 
62,888 
20,565 
198,616 
318,712 
55.334 
lifo266 
620,009 
25,217 
160,313 
60,563 
100,285 
74,585 
57,550 
10,438 
70,504i 
154,032 
112,599 
105,177 
113,6921 
190,685 

86,339 

74,069 

19,633 

62,360 

54,537 

58,311 

82,732 

338,196 

63,3^5 

109,215 

107.444 

89,346 

191,751 

188,269 

117,23^ 

161,142 

343,001 

115,319 

160,351 

226,457 

250,8'uO 

89,191 

97,577 

37,568 

307,624 

672,731 

130,08]. 

203.557 

818,129 

4,;,5c32 

273,371 

131,757 

157,101 

140,350 

109,620 

i6,55u 

167.639 

273,750 

219,606 
239,153 
!«;  10,431 
269,c43 
159,311 
208,190 
41.617 
185,107 
139,333 

139,433 

155,5  6 
563,953 

1,467,87.0 

6,679 

6,315 

8,819 

13,449 

8,304 

12,621 

7,585 

14,225 

5,787 

8,725 

11,869 

3,675 

53,965 

127 

479 

,221 

371 

129 

427 

194 

537 

193 

223 

398 

212 

3,987,935 

15,775 

15,393 

20,408 

31,439 

19,586 

29,247 

19,577 

34,190 

13,896 

22,914 

25,406 

9,347 

4,343,499 

18,031 

16,240 

22,548 

35,878 

21,935 

31,105 

20,045 

37,335 

15.610 

25,064 

30,874 

9,703 

1,524,227 

9,766 

14,346 

16,511 

32,862 

12,808 

21,104 

10,332 

18,515 

10,308 

13,802 

20,088 

8,620 

1,789,531 

2,614 

4,204 

■2,896 

4,343 

4,234 

,6,96u 

6,989 

6,903 

^2,711 

6,233 

4,846 

889 

4,606,530 

19,228 
11,864 
23,49 7l 
29,672! 
17,342; 
•25,747, 
20,536 
39,964: 
16,398 
25,561 
30,075 
6,689 

8,331,434 

33,806 
3L6-33 
42.956 
67,2  i 7 
■ .41,521 

60,353 
39,622 
71,525 

29,506 

47,978 

56,280 

19,050 

108,053 

3,511 

, 257,178 
470,598 

284,368 

189,062 

53,822 

265,573 

541,546 

i 

L5r5;92.3 

57,476 

4,715,715 

4,627,867 

1,713,289 

1,843,353 

4,873,103 

9,343,578 
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Public  Papers. 

Al  commencing  the  publication  of  state  papers  we 
Are  naturally  led  to  those  which  immediately 
belong  to  the  transform ation  of  the  “British  colo- 
nies in  America”  into  “ free,  sovereign  and 
independent  states,”  to  be  followed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  a complete 
,analvsis  of  the  several  constitutions  of.  the  differ- 
ent ’slates — the  importance  of  these  articles,  as 
matters  of  reference,  is  too  manifest  to  demand  a 
rema)k. 

The  following  circular  letter  from  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  “province  of 
3lassachuseits-JJny,’*  addressed  to  the  speakers 
of  the  legislatures  of  the  other  provinces,  gave 
rise  to  the  first  AArEUicAJV  coxGRiiss: 

Sir, — The  hoa.se  of  representatives  of  this  pro 
vince,  in  the  present.  ses.sion  of  the  general  court, 
have  un.animously  agreed  to  propose  a meeting,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  of  committees  from  thehou.se  of 
representatives  or  burgesses  of  the  several  British 
colonies  on  this  continent,  to  consult  together  on 
the  present  circumstances  of  tlie  colsonies,  and  the 
difnculties  to  which  they  are,  and  must  be  reduced, 
hy  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  parliament  f§r  levy- 
ing duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies;  and  to  coasi- 
cler  of  a general  and  united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  hum- 
ble representation  of  their  condition,  to  his  majesty 
and  the  parliament,  and  to  implore  relief.  The 
house  of  representatives  of  tiiis  province  have  al.so 
voted  to  propose,  tliat  such  meeting  be  at  the  city 
of  New-York,  in  the  province  of  New-York,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  October  next;  and  have  appointed 
a committee  of  tliree  of  tlieir  members  to  attend 
that  service,  wlvli.  such  as  the  other  houses  of  repre- 
sentatives, or  burgesses,  in  the  several  colonies, 
may  thjnk  fit  to  appoint  to  meet  them.  And  the 
coramitlee  of  the  liou.se  of  representatives  of  lliis 
province,  are  directed  to  repair  to  said  New-York, 
on  said  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  accordingly. 

If,  therefore,  your  honorable  liouse  sliould  agree 
t(|  this  proposal,  it  would  be  acceptable  that  as  early 
notice  of  it  as  possible,  might  be  transmitte*!  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  repr^fjentatives  of  tliis  pro- 
vince. 

In  consequence  of  the  preceding  circular,  a meeting 
of  deleg.atcs  from  “Massachusetts-Bay,  Connec- 
ticut, Rhode-lsland,  and  Providence  Plantations, 
New-York/  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  counlies  of  New-Caslle,  Kent  and 
Jiius.sex,  upon  I)davv.,u-e,  the  province  of  Mary- 
land and  South-Oarolina,  was  lielcl  at  New-York; 
and,  on  the  19di  of  October,  1T65,  they  agreed  to 
llie  following  ^^declaration  of  die  ri^ht  of  the  co- 
lonists of  America.''  [The  number  of  delegates 
were  only  twenty-eight.  Virginia,  Norlh-Oaro- 
lina  and  Georgia  were  prevented  by  their  gover- 
nors from  sending  deputies  to  this  congress;  but 
afterwards  forwarded  petitions  to  the  king,  lords 
and  commons  similar  to  those  adopted  by  it. 
JJeclaration  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists  of  America, 
us  agreed  to  by  the  first  American  congress  at  JVe^u- 
Yorlc,  October  19,  *1765. 

'i'he  members  of  this  congress,  sincerely  devoted, 
with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  affection  and  duty, 
to  Ills  majesty’s  person  and  government-— inviolably 
attached  to  the  ])resent  happy  establishment  of  the 
prute.slant  succes.sion;  and  with  minds  deeply  im- 
pressed by  a sen.se  of  the  present  and  impending 
misfortunes  of  tl;e  British  colonies  on  tliis  conti- 
nent— having  considered,  as  maturely  as  time  will 
jjemiit,  the  circumstances  of  the  said  colonies,  es- 
teem it  our  iudispensibie  duty  to  make  the  following 


declarations  of  our  Immble  opinion,  respecting  the 
rnost  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonists,- 
and  of  the  grievances  under  Avhich  they  labor,  by 
reason  of  several  late  acts  of  parliament. 

I.  That  his  majesty’s  subjects  in  these  colbHies,'^ 
owe  the  same  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  that  is  owing  from  his  subjects  born  within 
the  I’ealm,  and  all  due  subordination  to  that  august 
body,  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

if.  That  Ids  majesty’s  liege  subjects^  these  co- 
lonies, are  entitled  to  all  the  inherent  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  natural  born  subjects,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great -Britain. 

III.  That  it  is  inseparably  essential  to  the  freedom 
of  a people,  and  the  undoubted  right  of  Engli.shmefi, 
that  no  taxes  be  imposed  on  ffiem  but  with  their 
own  consent,  given  personally  or  by  their  represen- 
tatives. 

IV.  That  the  people  of  these  colonies  are  not,  and, 
from  their  local  circumstances,  cannot  be,  repre- 
sented in  the  house  of  commons  in  Great-Britaln. 

V.  That  tlie  only  representatives  of  the  people  of 
these  colonies  are  persons  chosen  therein  by  them- 
selves; and  tliat  no  taxes  ever  have  been,  or  can  be 
constitutionally  imposed  on  them,  but  by  their  re- 
spective legislatures. 

VI.  That  all  supplies  to  the  crown  being  free  gifts 
of  the  people,  it  is  unreasonable  and  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  British  consti- 
tution, for  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to  grant  to  his 
majesty  the  property  of  these  colonists. 

VII.  That  tlie  trial  hy  jury,  is  tlie  inherent  and  inva- 
luable right  of  every  British  subject  in  these  colonies. 

VII.  That  the  late  act  of  parliament,  entitled, 
“an  act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  stamp 
duties,  and  other  duties,  in  the  British  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America,”  &c.  by  imposing  taxes  on 
the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  and  tlie  said  act,' 
and  several  other  acts,  by  extending  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  courts  of  admiralty  beyond  its  ancient  limits, 
liave  a manifest  tendency  to  subvert  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  colonists. 

IX.  That  the  duties  imposed  by  several  late  acts 
of  parliament,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
these  colonies,  will  be  extremely  burdensome  and 
grievous;  and,  from  the  scarcity  of  specie,  the  pay- 
ment of  them  absolutely  impracticable. 

X-  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  these  colo- 
nies  ultimately  centre  in  Great-Britain,  to  pay  for 
the  manufactures  whicli  they  are  obliged  to  take 
from  thence,  they  eventually  contribute  very  largely 
to  all  supplies  granted  there  to  the  crown. 

XI.  That  the  restrictions  imposed  by  several  late 

acts  of  parliament  on  the  trade  of  these  colonies, 
will  render  them  unable  to  purchase  tlie  manufac- 
tures of  Great-Britain.  , - 

XII.  That  the  increase,  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  tliese  colonies,  depend  on  the  full  and  tree 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  an  iaiter- 
course  with  Great-Britain,  mutually  affectionate  and 
advantageous. 

XIII.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  Britisli  subjects 
in  these  colonies  to  petition  the  king,  or  either 
liouse  of  parliament. 

Lastly,  That  it  is  the  indispensible  duty  of  these 
colonies,  to  the  best  of  sovereigns,  to  tlie  mother 
country,  and  to  themselves,  to  endeavor  by  a loyal 
and  dutiful  address  to  his  majesty,  and  I-.umble 
application  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  to  procure 
tile  repeal  of  the  act  for  granting  and  applying  cer- 
tain stamp  duties,  of  all  clauses  of  any  other  act  of 
jiarliament,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admi- 
rallv  is  extended  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  other  late 
acts  for  the  I'estiiction  of  American  comrnerce. 
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Afiei’  publishing  this  declaration  and  petitioning  the 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  separately,  for  a re- 
dress of  grievances,  and  transacting  such  other 
general  business  as  the  exigencies  of  the  moment 
appeared  to  demand,  the  first  congress  dissolved 
itself.  The  stamp  act  was  repealed  ; but  a constant 
disposition  l>eing  manifested  to  “tax  the  colonies 
without  tlie  consent  of  their  immediate  represen- 
tatives,” after  a variety  of  incidents  which  belong 
to  the  history  of  our  country,  a more  genei-al 
meetingof  deputies  from  tlie  several  colonies  met 
at  Piiiladelphia  early  in  September  1774,  consti- 
tuted by  fif(y-one  delegates,  all  the  colonies  being 
represented  except  Georgia,  tlien  willing  but  too 
weak  to  take  part  in  the  events  of  the  times.  The 
first  act  of  this  congress  was  to  approbate  the  op- 
position made  by  tlie  people  of  JUussadaisetis  to 
the  British  government  ; and,  after  recommend- 
ing supplies  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
and  writing  a spirited  letter  or  remonstrance  to 
gen.  Gage,  the  British  commander  in  chief,  they 
published  the  following 

Declaration  of  Rights. 

The  good  people  of  the  several  Colonies  of  New* 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Isla!Kl,  and 
Providence  I’lanlations,  Conneclicut,  New-Ycrk, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Newcastle,  Kent,  and 
Sussex  oil  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Nonh 
Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  alarmed  at  the  arbi- 
trary proceedings  of  the  British  P.arliament  and  ad- 
ministration, having  severally  elected  deputies  to 
meet  and  sit  in  General  Congress  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladeljdiia,  and  diose  deput  ies  so  chosen  being  assem- 
bled on  the  5lh  day  of  September,  after  settling  se- 
veral necessary  ])reliminaries,  proceeded  to  take  into 
their  most  seiaous  consideration  tiie  best  means  of 
obtaining  the  redress  of  grievances.  In  the.  first  place, 
they,  as  Englishmen,  (and  as  their  ancestors  in  like 
cases,  have  usually  done,  for  asserting  and  vindicat- 
ing their  rights  and  liberties,)  dkclauk. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  English  Colonies  in 
Noi'tli  America,  by  the  imnmtable  laws  of  nature, 
the  principles  of  the  English  Constitution,  and  the 
several  Charters  or  Compacts,  have  the  following 

lUGUTS  : 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to 
life,  liberty,  and  property ; an,d  have  never  ceded, 
to  any  sovereign  power  whatever,  a right  to  dispose 
of  either  without  ilieir  consent. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  2.  That  our  ancestors  were,  at 
tlie  time  of  tlieir  emigration  from  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immu- 
nities, of  free  and  natui-ul  born  subjects  within  the 
realm  of  England. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  3.  That,  by  such  emigration,  they 
neither  forfeited,  surrendered,  nor  lost,  an}  of  tliG.-ie 
rights. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  4 That  the  foundation  of  English 
liberty,  and  of  all  free  government.  Is  a right  in 
the  people  to  participate  in  tlieir  Legislative  Coun- 
cil ; and  as  the  English  Colonists  are  not  repre- 
sented, and,  from  tlieir  local  and  other  cirumslan- 
ces,  cannot  properly  he  represented  in  the  British 
Parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a free  and  exclu- 
sive power  of  legislation,  m their  several  Provincial 
Legislatures,  where  their  riglit  of  representation 
can  only  he  preserved,  in  all  cases  of  taxation  and 
internal  polity,  subject  only  to  the  negative  of  tlieir 
Sovereign,  in  sucli  manner  as.  has  been  heretofore 
used  and  accustomed  ; but,  from  tlie  necessity  of 
the  case,  and  a regard  to  the  mutual  iiPerests  ol 
both  countries,  we  cheerfully  consent  to  the  opera- 
lion  of  such  .\cts  of  the  British  Parliament  as  aie 


bona  fids  restrained  to  the  I’egulation  of  our 
external  commerce,  for  lli«  purpose  of  securing  the 
commercial  advantages  of  tlie  whole  Empire  to  the 
Mother-Country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of 
its  respective  members,  excluding  every  idea  of 
taxation,  internal  or  external,  lor  raising  a reve- 
nue, on  the  subjects  in  America  without  their 
consent. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  5.  That  the  respective  Colonies 
are  intitled  to  the  Common  Law  of  England,  ami 
more  especially,  to  the  great  and  inestimable  privi- 
lege  of  being  tried,  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage, 
according  to  the  course  of  that  law. 

Resolved,  6.  Tint  they  are  entitled  to  tlie  benefit 
of  such  of  the  EnglLsh  Statu le.s  as  existed  at  tlie 
time  of  their  colonization,  and  which  tliey  have, 
by  experience,  respectively  Ibund  to  be  applicable 
to  their  several  local  and  other  circumstances. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  7.  That  tliese  his  JMajestj’s  Colo- 
nies, are  likewise  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and 
privileges,  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  Royal 
Charter,  or  secured  by  their  several  codes  of  Pro- 
vincial Lau's. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  8.  That  they  have  a right  peace- 
ably to  assemble,  consider  ’of  their  grievances, 
and  petition  the  King:  and  that  all  prosecutions, 
prohibitory  proclamations,  and  commitments  for 
the  same,  are  illegal. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  9.  That  tlie  keeping  a standing 
army  in  these  Colonies,  in  time  of  peace,  without 
the  consent  of  tlie  legislature  of  that  colony  in  which 
sucli  army  is  kept,  is  against  law. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  10.  It  is  indispcnsibly  necessary  to 
good  government,  and  rendered  essential  by ’the 
English  Constitution,  that  the  constituent  branches 
of  the  legislature  be  independent  of  each  other;  that 
therefore,  the  exercise  of  legislative  power,  in 
several  Colonies,  by  a Council  appointed  during 
pleasure  by  the  Ch’own,  is  unconstitutional,  dange- 
rous, and  destructive  to  the  freedom  of  the  American 
legislation. 

All  and  e.ach  of  which,  the  aforesaid  Deputies,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  their  constituents,  do 
chum,  demand,  and  insfst  on,  as  their  indubitable 
rights  and  liberties,  which  cannot  be  legally  taken 
IVom  them,  altered  or  abridged  by  any  power  what- 
ever, without  tiieir  own  consent,  by  their  represen- 
tatives in  tlieir  several  provincial  legislatures. 

Resolved,  7i.  c.  That  the  following  Acts  of  Par- 
liament are  infringements  and  violations  of  the 
rights  of  the  Colonists:  and  tliat  tlie  repeal  of  them 
is  essentially  neces.sary,  in  order  to  restore  harmony 
between  Great-Britaiii  and  the  Anaerican  colonies, 
viz. 

The  several  Acts  of  4 Geo.  III.  cli.  15.  and  ch.  3-1- 
— 5 Geo.  HI.  ch.  25.— -d  Geo.  HI.  ch.  52—7  Geo. 
III.  ch.  41.  and  ch.  46  —8  Geo.  HI.  ch.  22.  wliich 
impose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a revenue 
in  Americ.a,  extend  the  jiowers  of  the  Admiralty 
Courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits,  deprive  Ih/e 
American  subject  of  trial  by  Jury,  authorise  the 
Judges’  certificate  to  indemnify  ’ the  prosecutor 
from  damages  that  he  miglit  otherwise  be  liable  to, 
requiring  oppressive  security  from  a claimant  of 
ships  and  goods  seized,  before  he  shall  be  allowed 
to  defend  his  property,  and  are  subversive  of  Ame- 
rican rights. 

Also  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24.  intitled,  “An  act  for 
the  better  securing  iiisMajesty’s  dock-yards,  maga- 
zines, ships,  ammunition,  and  stores;”  wliicli  de- 
clares a new  offence  in  America,  and  deprives  A- 
mer'ic.an  subjects  of  a constitutional  trial  by  Jury  of 
the  vicinage,  by  authorising  the  trial  of  any  jiersou 
charged  with  the  committing  any  cffence  described 
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in  the  said  Act  out  of  the  realm,  to  be  indicted  and 
tried  for  the  same  in  any  shire  or  country  w.thin 
the  realm. 

Also  the  theee  Acts  passed  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament,  for  stopping  the  port  and  blocking  up 
the  liarbor  of  Boston,  for  altering  the  charter  and 
government  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  that  which 
is  intitled,  “An  Act  for  the  better  administration  of 
justice,  &c.” 

Also  the  Act  passed  in  the  same  Session  for 
establishing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the 
I’rovince  of  Quelaec,  abolishing  the  equitable  sys- 
tem of  English  laws,  and  erecting  a tyranny  there, 
to  the  great  danger,  from  so  total  a dissimilarity  of 
religion,  law,  and  government,  of  the  neighbor- 
ing Britisli  Colonies,  by  the  assistance  of  whose 
blood  and  treasure  the  said  country  was  conquered 
from  France. 

Also  the  Act  passed  in  the  same  Session  for  the 
better  providing  suitable  quarters  for  officers  and 
soldiers  in  his  Majesty’s  service  in  North-America. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  approve  of  the 
■Opposition  made  by  the  inliabitants  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, to  the  execution  of  the  said  late  Acts 
of  Parliament;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  attempted 
to  be  carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  such  case, 
all  America  ought  to  support  them  in  their  oppo- 
sition. 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  people  of 
Hoston  into  the  country,  would  be  not  only  ex- 
tremely difficult  in  the  execution,  but  so  important 
in  its  consequences,  as  to  require  the  utmost  deli- 
beration before  it  is  adopted.  But  in  case  the 
Provincial  Meeting  of  that  Colony  shall  judge  it 
absolutely  necessary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  all  America  ought  to  contribute  towards 
recompensing  them  for  the  injury  they  may  thereby 
sustain. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  recommend  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  submit  to 
a suspension  of  the  administration  of  justice,  where 
it  cannot  be  procured  in  a legal  and  peaceable  man- 
ner, under  the  rules  of  the  charter,  and  the  laws 
founded  thereon,  until  the  effects  of  our  application 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Acts  by  which  their  charter- 
rights  are  infringed,  is  known. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  every  person  who 
shall  take,  accept,  or  act  under  any'  commission  or 
authority,  in  any  wise  derived  from  the  act  passed 
in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  changing  the 
form  of  Government,  and  violating  the  charter  of 
tlie  Province  of  Massachasetts-Bii}',  ought  to  be 
held  in  dete.station,  and  considered  us  the  wicked 
tool  of  that  despotism  which  is  preparing  to  destro}^ 
those  rights  which  God,  nature  and  compact,  hath 
given  to  America. 

Resol  ved  unanimously,  That  the  people  of  Boston 
and  the  province  of  Mas.sachusetts-Bav,  be  advised 
to  conduct  themselves  peaceably  towards  his  Excel- 
lency General  Gage,  and  his  Majesty’s  troops  now 
stationed  in  the  town  of  Bo.ston,  as  far  as  cun  pos- 
sibly consist  with  their  immediate  safety  and  the 
security  of  th?  town;  avoiding  and  discountenancing 
every  violation  of  .his  iMsjesty’s  property,  or  any 
insult  to  his  troops;  and  that  they  peaceably  ^and 
iirmly  persevere  in  the  line  in  which  they  a*e  now 
conducting  themselves  on  tlie  defensive. 

Resolved,  That  the  seizing,  or  attempting  to 
seize,  any  person  in  America,  in  order  to  transport 
sucli  person  beyond  the  sea,  for  trial  of  offences, 
committed  within  the  body  of  a country  in  America, 
being  against  law,  will  justify,  and  ought  to  meet 
.vith  resistance  and  reprisal. 


Geography. 

[The  chief  object  in  this  department  of  onr  work 
shall  be  to  present  our  readers  with  faitliful  and 
comprehensive  abstracts  of  new  and  approved 
publications  on  this  useful  and  interesting  sub- 
ject ; adapted  to  the  wants  of  our  readers,  gene- 
rally ; in  all  cases  sufficient  to  give  a correct  idea 
of  the  chief  things  treated  of  by  the  author  under 
consideration,  and  also  detail  as  full  a description 
of  the  country  as  most  persons  require  for  com- 
mon use.  Man}'^  considerations  have  induced  us  to 
commence  with  the  Baron  Humboldt’s  account  of 
•Mexico  or  JVexv  Spam^to  whose  relation,  justly 
celebrated  as  it  is,  we  have  nevertheless  added  a 
few  facts  and  remarks  from  several  other  au- 
thors. Tiiese  additions  are  made  in  the  form  of 
notes,  or  enclosed  in  brackets.] 

MEXICO,  OR  NEW  SPAIN. 

From  the  vast  importance  this  country  is  dally 
acquiring  in  the  eyes  of  the  politician,  and  from  a 
want  of  information  as  to  its  wealth,  strength  and 
resources,  the  public,  with  uncommon  avidity,  re- 
ceived an  account  of  it  from  the  pen  of  so  celebrated 
a traveller  and  nice  observer  of  things,  as  the  Baron 
de  Humboldt.  Of  his  work  entitled  a “Political 
Essay  on  the  Kingdom  of  New  Spain,”  the  follow- 
ing is  an  analysis.  It  is  by  no  means  our  present  in- 
tention to  go  into  a detail  of  the  original  discovery 
and  conquest  of  Mexico  which  would  lead  to  a re- 
cital of  cruelties  and  crimes  disgraceful  to  human 
nature;  sufficient  it  is  to  say^it  was  made  a province 
of  Spain  by  the  daring  intrepidity  of  Hernando 
Cortezy  very  early  in  the  16th  centvry,  under  the 
reign  of  Charles  V.  Mexicoy  the  capital  of  the  em- 
pire, was  at  that  time  a large,  populous  and  power- 
ful city,  and  had  Uie  state  been  governed  by  a prince 
less  weak  and  pusillanimous  than  Montezuma^  it 
might  have  withstood  an  army  of  Spaniards  twenty 
times  more  numerous  than  the  little  band  Cortez 
brought  against  it,  though  assisted  as  he  was  by 
large  bodies  of  allies,  natives  of  the  country,  impa- 
tient under  tlie  yoke  of  the  Emperor,  and  regard- 
ing the  Europeans  as  Gods.f 

I’he  country  now  called  Mexico  or  Mew  Bpai\ 
includes  a much  greater  extent  of  territory  than  the 
former  empire  of  Montezuma,  which,  according  to 
the  Abbe  Clavigero  (a  native  of  the  country)  was 
bounded  on  the  eastern  coast  by  the  rivers  Gna- 
sacualco  and  Tuspaiiy  and  on  the  west  by  the  plains  of 
Socomisco  and  the  port  of  Zacamlay  including  only 
the  present  intendancies  of  Vera  Cruz,  Oaxaca,  la 
Puebla,  Mexico  and  Valladolid,  the  area  of  which  is 
estimated  at  about  5,000  square  leagues. 

When  we  contemplate  the  situation,  uncommon 
fertility,  and  ricli  mineral  productions  of  this  exten- 
sive and  deliglitfiil  region  of  the  earth,  w'e  must  cease 
to  be  surprized  that  the  hold  and  comprehensive 
views  of  a citizen  of  the  United  States  pointed  it 
out  asn  proper  held  for  the  exercise  of  his  daring 
ambition;  that  the  fascinating  picture  Ive  was  so  ful- 
ly able  to  draw  of  tlie  country,  could  induce  many 
spirit, s,  “above  the  dull  pursuits  of  civil  life,”  to 
embark,  in  'tliis  enterprize,  howaver  problematical  of 
final  success — for  tlie  strength  of  Mexico  is  much 
greater,  and  its  means  ofdefence  far  more  powerful, 
than  we  have  been  accustomed  to  esteem  it,  as  will 

|The  Creoles — Spanish  Americans — i.  -e.  Uie  .<le 
scendants  of  Spaniards,  born  in  the  country,  lie- 
quently  give  tliis  appellation  to  Euroj^an  Spatviai'ds 
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be  seen  by  the  sequel.  But  the  kingdom  of  Meocico 
furnishes  an  extraordinary  proof  of  tlie  wide  differ- 
ence betweeen  the  peaceful  and  humane  policy  of 
the  American  republic,  and  tliat  insatiable  avarice 
which  seems  to  be  the  great  spring  of  action  in 
monarchical  government,  especially  in  the,  colonial 
department.  The  remark  is  made  only  to  excite  a 
laudable  feeling,  in  prompting  us  to  pause  fora  mo- 
ment and  compare  our  situation  with  that  of  any 
other  people  in  the  world. 

The  name  of  Mexico,  Is  of  Indian  origin,  and  de- 
scriptive of  the  cliaracter  of  the  people  wlio  inhabi- 
ted it;  for  it  signifies  the  ‘^habitation  of  the  Ged  of 
war.^*  The  present  kingdom  of  iVIexlco,  or  that 
vast  extent  of  country  over  which  the  viceroy  of 
Mexico  presides,  occupies  all  the  southern  extre- 
mity of  North  America  from  the  38th  to  the  lOtii  de- 
gree of  N.  lat.  according  to  the  survey  of  baron  Hum- 
boldt, but  according  to  several  other  authorities, 
and  perhaps  more  properly  speaking,  from  the  40th 
to  a little  south  of  the  9th  degree;  bounded  on  the 
North  by  regions  unexplored,  on  the  south  by  the 
isthmus  of  Darien,  which  divides  llie  two  continents; 
on  the  tiastby  Louisiana  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  ocean,  thus  forming 
an  extent  of  territory  more  than  2000  miles  long. 
Its  greatest  width  is  from  tlie  Tlio  Colorado,  under 
the  parallel  of  the  30th  deg.  to  the  western  limits  of 
the  province  of  Sonora,  or  the  South  sea,  which  is 
1200  miles.  The  distance  of  breadth,  however,  must 
entirely  depend  upon  the  issue  of  an  existing  disa- 
greement between  the  governments  of  the  Lnited 
States  and  Spain  respecting  the  limits  of  Louisiana, 
lately  purchased  by  the  former — the  one  claiming  as 
far  south  as  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  the  other  as  far 
north  as  the  Rio  Mexicano.  The  naiTOwest  part  of 
the  continent  is  fixed  by  the  Baron  IRimboldt  from 
Tecoautipec,  a p6rt  on  the  P.icific  ocean,  to  Vera  Cruz, 
on  the  Mexican  gulf;  but  if  we  take  the  limits  of 
New  Spain,  as  laid  down  by  other  geographers,  we 
shall  find  the  narrowest  part  to  be  under  the  parallel 
of  the  9 th  deg.  seven  degrees  further  south,  where 
the  distance  from  sea  to  sea  is  not  more  than  70 
miles.  Various  schemes  have  been  formed,  accord- 
ing to  tiie  different  views  of  travellers,  for  uniting 
the  two  great  high  roads  of  ihe  world  by  means  of  a 
canal  somewhere  across  the  istlimus,  none  of  whicli 
appear  more  vi.sionary  than  some  of  those  noted  by 
our  author.  lie  mentions  “nine  points  wiiicli  at 
different  times  have  fixed  the  attention  of  statesmen 
and  merchants.” — the  first  of  which  is  situate  in  the 
45th  deg.  of  JVorth  lat.  and  the  last  is  between  the 
43d  and  44th  degree  of  South  latitude,  a ratige  of 
more  than  7000  miles  of  coast! — But  the  immense 
chain  of  mountains,  extending  from  the  70th  deg. 
of  N.  lat.  almost  without  interruption  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  southern  continent,  and  in  the  most 
[apparently]  eligible  places  of  communication  not 
less  than  9 or  10,000  feet  (nearly  two  miles)  high, 
will,  it  is  presumed,  for  ever  present  an  insuperable 
barrier  to  tlie  accomplishment  of  so  great  a design. 
“.Should  a canal  of  communication,”  says  our  author, 
“between  the  two  oceans  be  opened,  the  producti- 
ons of  Nootka  Sound  and  of  China  will  be  brought 
more  than  2900  leagues  nearer  to  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  Then  only  can  great  changes  be  ef- 
fected in  tlie  political  state  of  eastern  Asia;  for 
this  neck  of  land,  the  barrier  against  tlie  waves  of 
tlie  Atlantic  ocean,  has  been  many  age.s  the  bulwark 
of  the  independence  of  Cldna  and  Japan. 

The  whole  surface  of  Mexico  contains  about 
148,478  square  leagues.  About  one  half  is  situate 
under  the  scorching  sky  cf  the  tropics;  the  other 


belongs  to  the  temperate  zone.  The  latter  very 
thinly  inhabited,  is  generally  called  the  infernal 
provinces — the  former,  from  the  elevation  of  tlie 
country,  three  fifth  of  the  land,  even  the  great  plain-, 
being  frobt  6000  to  8000  feet  above  tlie  level  (;f  the 
sea,  “ratlier  enjoys  a cold  or  temperate  tiian  a btu-n- 
ing  climate”H: — Indeed  a large  part  of  the  cotuitry 
may  be  considered  as  a great  plain  situate  on  the 
top  ofa  mighty  ridge  of  mountains,  on  which  are 
piled  other  mountains  of  prodigious  heigiits.  q'he 
descents  to  tlie  ocean  are  very  gradual;  travelling 
is  not  much  inLerrw])ted  by  those  fearful  ravines 
and  precipices  usually  found  in  mountainous  coun- 
tries. Tlie  region  of  perpetual  .snow  commences  at 
the  heighth  of  13,500  feet.  In  the  vicinity  of  the 
city  of  Mexico  is  a group  of  tremendons  mountalnsi 
tlic  four  greatest  of  wliicb,  Popocateptl,  Izlac- 
cehault,  Cinateptl,  and  Nauhcampatepetl,  are  re- 
spectively, 17,716,  15,7'00,  17,371  and  13,414  feet 
high,  according  to  the  mo.st  accurate  mea.smvments. 

Tlie  ports  along  the  coast  of  New  Spain,  possess  a 
warm  climate  like  the  West  Indies,  and  are  subject 
to  the  like  diseases;  some  of  them  are  extremely 
unhealthy,^  Acapulco,  is  particularly  so,  througii 
the  grand  emporium  of  avast  trade  to  Asia,  Peru, 
Chili,  &c.  The  city  of  Mexico  has  a delightful  cU-  ’ 
mate — the  mean  heat  of  the  coldest  day  is  given  at 
62°  of  Fahrenheit,  and  of  the  warmest,  75°.  The 
general  temperature  of  the  “table  land”  of  Mexico 
is  62*— it  produces  wh/at,  com  and  other  Vegetiir 
bles  in  great  abundance;  while  tlie  land  on  the 
coasts,  is  fertile  m cane,  indigo,  cocoa,  cotton,  &,c. 
The  provinces  called  interims  liave  climates  similar 
to  llie  Uniteil  States.  'I'iie  ricliest  veins  of  silver  are 
situate  from  5000  to  6500  feet  above  the  level  of  tiie 
se.a. 

Mexico  willi  all  its  advantages,  has  very  few  na- 
vigable rivers,  tlie  chief  of  which  are,  the  river  of 
the  North  f Rio  del  j\'orte J wliich  has  a course  of 
512  leagues,  ami  cliscliarges  much  water  into  the 
sea,  but  traverses  a country  very  thinly  inhabited 
and  sterile.  The  liio  Bravo  and  the  Jlio  Colorado 
both  take  their  rise  in  tlie  Cordillera  under  tlie  46“ 
of  latitude  and  discharge  themselves  into  the  Mex-- 
can  gulf — the  former  under  tlie  parallel  of  the  l4* 
and  the  latter  under  the  28°  N-ofiatilude.  q’he 
Rio  Co/orar/9  is  formed  by  the  Zagitananas  wwii  the 
JVahajsa,  which  derive  their  sources  from  two  small 
rivers  which  em.pty  into  the  gulfof  California,  and 
thus  constitute  one  of  the  Baron  Humboidl’.s  proba- 
ble points  ot  commnuication  between  the  two  seas 
The  Rio  San  JuGuya\d  tlie  Rio  Quito  both  arise  from 
a small  ravine  in  llie  province  of  Choco-,  the  juncti- 
on of  the  Quito,  the  and  the  forms 

the  Rio  d\ltrato  which  discharges  it.self  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  while  the empties  into 
the  South  Sea,  these  two  rivers  therefore  form 
another  point  of  the  probable  ccmnuinication;  and  in- 
deed, as  tlie  same  indefatigable  re.searcher  tells  us, 
a real  communication  has  been  opened  there  since 
the  year  1788  for  loaded  canoes,  wiiicli,  by  means 
of  a small  canal  cut  in  the  ravine,  readily  pass  dit 


iThe  liighest  of  tlie  Alps  is  about  15,000  feet— -o^!' 
the  Pyreuee.s  only  6,500  feet,  and  of  the  Pic  of  'J'en- 
erifle,  the  highest  land  of  the  old  world,  15,395  feet. 

^Owing,  perhaps,  to  their  great  humiditv— Ihe 
quantity  of  rain  which  falls  at  ^'era  Cruz,  Is  esti- 
mated at  63  cr  64  inche.s  per  aim.  Tiie  general  ave- 
rage of  France  is  only  37  1-2  inches,  “yet  with  tlie 
exception  of  a few  seaports  and  deep  vallies,”  s.i'  s 
Humboldt,  “New  Spain  onghuo  be  considered  as  a 
county  remarkably  salubrious;. 
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in^  %Jie  prevalence  of  heavy  rains,  from  sea  to  sea. 
Uesicles  these  there  are  many  oiiier  considerable 
rivers. 

The  lakes,  and  Mexico  abounds  with  them,  of 
■which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  liereafter, 
“are  merely  the  remains  of  immense  basins  of  water, 
wliich  appear  to  Irive  formerly  existed  on  the  hir;h 
and  extensive  plains  of  the  Cordillera,  and,  for  the 
most  part,  seem  to  be  annually  on  the  decline. 

TO  BE  CONTINUED. 


The  Chronicle. 

There  has  lately  occurred  no  important  event  In 
Spain  or  Portugal;  the  French  emperor  is  said  to 
-be  I'einforcing  his  army;  and  WelUvgtonf  with  his 
strong  holds,  appears  able  to  make  a formidable 
resistance.  The  ultimate  expulsion  of  the  JSritish 
is  a probable  event,  but  whetlier  Bonaparte  will 
shortly  obtain  quiet  possession  of  these  countries, 
is  at  least  problematical — he  lias  taught  the  people 
to  fight,  and  supposed  to  have  lost  in  the  bloody 
contest  not  less  tlian  six  hundred  thousand  ?ne:u  “Ye 
Gods!  what  havoc  does  ambition  make.^’ 

Our  accounts  from  England,  to  use  the  language 
of  consul  O'Brien,  are  *‘squally."  The  afi'.iir  of  the 
Bresidetit  frigate  and  tlie  Idltle  Belt  lias  excited 
much  sensibility  in  England.  A squadron  of  ships, 
under  the  command  of  rear  admiral  sir  Joseph  Yorke, 
consisting  of  four  vessels  of  74  guns  and  2 frigates, 
has  been  despatched  for  our  coast,  and  may  be  daily 
expected.  Some  of  the  London  newspapers  say  the 
admiral  has  orders  to  commence  im,nediate  hostilities 
unless  our  go'vernment  shall  disavow  the  conduct 
of  commodore  Rodgers.  It  also  appears  that  some 
important  dispatches  have  been  received  from  Eng- 
land— “a  king’s  messenger”  the  first  ofixially  ac- 
knowledged as  such  in  the  United  States,  passed 
through  this  city  on  V/ednesday  last  to  the  lirilish 
minister,  Mr.  Foster,  at  'W'.islungton.  In  tl»e  mean 
time  the  lirilish  sliips  of  war  are  making  Captures 
on  our  coast.  Important  events  may  be  expected, 
but  at  present  all  is  rumor  and  uncertainty. 

From  France  onr  accounts  are  less  gloomy  than 
heretofore;  several  American  vessels  have  been  re- 
leased; rather  effected,  it  would  seem,  by  a wlilm 
of  the  government  than  in  consequence  of  any  ma- 
terial change  in  its  policy.  But  the  present  enor- 
mous duties  on  American  produce  in  France  forbids 
all  hope  of  a profitable  and  extensive  trade  until  they 
are  reduced,  of  which  a prospect  is  held  out. 

Few  domestic  events  of  much  note  have  reached 
us  during  the  week.  At  a meeting  held  at  Vincen- 
nes, Indiana  territory,  at  whicli  were  present  a large 
number  of  very  respectable  gentlemen,  it  was  agreed 
among  other  resolves,  as  the  opinion  of  the  assembly, 
“ that  the  persons  and  property  of  this  frontier  can 
never  be  secured,  but  by  breaking  up  of  the  combi- 
nation formed  by  the  Sha-wanoe  prophet  on  the  Wa- 
bash.” It  is  generally  believed  in  the  western 
country  that  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Indians 
are  brought  about  by  “British  influence.”  A war, 
however  is  not  expected,  the  Indians  fearing  the 
Americans  too  much  to  engage  in  it.  The  Spaniards, 
August  7,  still  possessed  the  fort  at  Mobile;  but 
were  completely  surrounded  by  the  American  forces, 
and  had  no  further  control  over  the  navigation  of 
the  river. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  late  election  for  electors 
of  a senate  of  Maryland,  has  eventuated  In  favor 
^f  the  republicans — Thus  the  character  of  the  state 
for  five  years  is  established.  All  the  returns  are  not 
yet  received. 


The  Editor's  Department. 

The  public  will  observe  from  the  quantity  of  niat*^ 
ter  contained  in  this  number  and  from  the  expecia' 
tio.n  hekl  out  that  several  extra  number.s  will  be  ad- 
ded to  every  volume,  tliat  our  prospectus  is  not  too 
expanded  for  the  means  embraced  in  the  plan.  But 
it  will  take  us  some  time  to  get  the  business  in  its 
tlesired  train — many  book-s  and  papers  are  yet  to  be 
sought  for  and  purcliased  or  otlierwise  obtained,  and 
various  things  done  to  complete  the  arrangement; 
but  so  great  is  the  public  liberality*  that  we  are 
encouraged  to  do  all  within  the  compass  of  our 
power  to  meet  it  as  we  ought.  Among  many  rare 
and  valuable  articles  already  laid  off  for  the  Regis- 
TEH,  we  inform  its  patrons  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  a gentleman  of  great  distinction  lias  kindly 
iirofiPered  us  the  use  of  the  Journal  of  the  Stamp- 
Jlct  Congress,  which  assembled  at  New-York  in 
1765,  the  copy  in  wiiose  possession,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  is,  perliaps,  tlie  only  one  extant- 
in  the  archives  at  Washington  there  is  no  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  illustrious  assembly. 

Considering  tables  similar  to  those  given  in  tills 
number  (by  way  of  specimen)  as  among  tlie  most 
useful  and  interesting  articles  we  can  possibly  insert, 
aifiu-ding  easy  reference  to  inTiportant  facts,  we 
are  preparing  with  much  assiduity  and  care,  a 
great  \^riety  of  them,  for  occasional  publication. — 
Those  relative  to  tlie  United  States  will,  generally, 
be  deferred  until  after  tlie  meeting  of  congress, 
when,  from  the  documents  to  be  laid  before  that 
bod\',  we  shall  be  able  to  render  them  more  per- 
fect. A new  census  is  about  to  he  taken  in  Eng- 
land, which  shall  be  duly  noticed. In  our 

next  will  be  inserted  a table  of  the  population  ci 
France. 

“The  history  of  the  invasion  of  Spain  by  Bona- 
parte,” written  by  an  associate,  and  commenced  in 
this  number,  will  manifest  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
come  under  ^^French  influence.” — A history  of  the 
tvar  agaiiLst  Denmark,  C Copenhagen! J designed 
for  the  historical  department,  will  shew  there  is  no 
**British  influence”  among  us — and  a narrative  of 
the  war  with  Tripoli,  with  our  uniform  conduct, 
we  trust,  will  prove  us  to  be  influenced  only  by 
Jimerican  feeUngs. 

Tile  department  for  JVe^vs,  denominated  the 
Chronicle,  is  by  no  means  what  weintend  it  to  be. — 
It  is  expected  to  contain  a history  of  the  times,  and 
so  it  shall — but  the  arrangement  therefor  is  not  yet 
accomplished.  By  the  next  publication  we  hope  to 
receive  all  the  necessary  papers,  &c.  to  render  it 
tolerably  comjilete.  A concise  price-current  shall 
occasionally  be  inserted,  to  gratify  many  patrons  in 
the  country. 

07/"  We  hope  to  receive  tlie  indulgence  of  our 
friends  for  any  irregidarities  that  may  be  committed 
in  the  delivery  or  address  of  the  Weekly  Regis- 
TER,  in  the  first  instance — for  in  this,  as  well  .as  in 
the  other  arrangements,  it  is  not  only  impracticable 
but  morally  imdossible  that  we  should,  at  once, 
fall  into  that  perfect  system  by  which  we  hope  to 
mark  our  general  concern.  We  request  tiiat  nO’ 
tice  maybe  left  at  the  office  or  transmitted  to  us,  of 
the  errors  or  omissions  made  herein:  they  shall  be 
corrected  or  supplied.  *“ 


*There  are  more  th.'in  1500  subsuibers  to  the 
Weekix  Regjsteii. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald 

“No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions^ 

“ To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — hesrt  viir. 
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Public  Papers. 

It  is  known  to  all  our  readers  that  the  people  of 
South  America,  generally,  have  taken  up  an  idea 
they  are  capable  of  best  managing  their  oivn  con- 
cerns, and  that  several  of  the  [late]  Spanish  pro- 
vinces have  cast  off  their  dependence  on  the 
mother  country,  and  assumed  to  themselves  a 
“rank  and  name  among  the  nations  of  the  eai-th.” 
Caracas,  or  Venezuela  [or  that  tract  of  country 
in  South  America,  laid  down  in  the  old  maps  as 
Terra  Firma,  extending  along  the  northern  coast 
from  the  Orinoco  to  the  lake  of  ^Maracaybo"]  took 
the  lead  in  the  great  atchievement;  and,  more 
fortunate  than  tlie  otlier  colonies,  accomplished 
an  almosi  bloodless  revolution. 

With  uncommon  pleasure  we  prepared  to  Rkoister 
the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  of  Independence,  as 
issued  by  the  delegates  from  the  several  provinces 
of  this  new  Federal  representative  Republic,  when 
our  joy  was  much  damped  by  the  appearance  of 
a decree  for  ^‘regulating  the  liberty  of  the  press  f 
in  which  we  are  sorry  to  observe,  the  finger  of 
the  priesthood:  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries 
(where  religions  exist)  the  inveterate 

enemies  of  reason,  justice  and  trutli.  We  must, 
however,  make  great  allowances  for  this  new 
people,  among  whom  the  rights  of  self  govern- 
ment cannot  be  considered  as  more  than  a theory 
not  yet  practically  understood  as  in  tiie  United 
States;  whose  inhabitants,  always  enjoying  a re- 
presentative system  with  a great  portion  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom,  and  accustomed  to  think 
and  reflect  on  all  political  matters,  at  the  first 
glance  could  discern  the  natural  and  unalienable 
rights  of  man.  The  situation  of  our  bi^etlirervof 
South  America  is  materially  different;  and  we 
have  no  doubt,  they  will  cast  off*  alhthc  shreds  of 
slavery,  and  put  on  the  whole garfioent of  freedom, 
pure  and  undefiied,  in  a short  space  of  time.* 

The  papers  alluded  to  follow — the  two  first  were 
translated  for  — the  last  for  the  Whig, 

* Tiie  editoi^Hias  had  the  honor  frequently  to 
converse  with  u distinguished  gentleman  of  that 
country;  a man  of  high  considenition  at  Caraoas, 
possessed,  of  a strong  mind  and  very  correct  ideas 
of  the  g^at  fundamental  principles  on  which  a free 
government  should  be  constituted.  On  enquiry, 
some  time  ago,  as  to  the  part  the  clergy  had  taken 
•in,xhe  revolution,  he  observed — they  behaved  better 
th'ui  had  been  expected;  but,  added  he,  we  gave 
into  some  of  their  measures  for  the  moment,  to 
seci^e  lastin,g  advantages  to  ourselves;  well  knowing 
tWt  when  the  government  was  firmly  fixed  they 
c.duld  not  shake  it,  though  at  the  onset  they  might 
perplex  us  a .great  deal,  if  dissatisfied  Vidth  our  con- 
duct, or  words  to  this  effect.  The  momen*  i read 
the  decree  for  “re.guladng  the  liberty  of  the  jjress,” 
the  re.narks  of  tiiis  gentlemen  occurred  to  me,  and 
I was  led  to  hops  it  was  iiiteuded  by  the  legislature 


J1  Declaration  of  Rights  by  the  People  of 
Venezuela. 

The  supreme  congress  of  Venezuela,  in  its 
le.gislative  session  for  the  province  of  Caracas, 
taking  into  consideration  that  to  the  neglect  and 
disregard  of  the  rights  of  man,  which  have  hither- 
to prevailed,  must  be  ascribed  all  those  evils  which 
this  people  has  endured  for  three  centuries  past. — 
and  actuated  by  the  desire  of  re-establishing  those 
sacred  principles  on  a solid  basis,  has  resolved,  in 
obedience  to  the  general  will,  to  declare,  and  doth 
now  solemnly  declare,  in  the  presence  of  the  uni- 
verse tliese  rights  unalienable;  to  the  end,  thateveiy 
citizen  may  at  all  times  compare  theVcts  of  the  go- 
vernment with  the  purposes  of  the  social  institu- 
tions— that  the  magistrate  may  never  lose  sight  of 
the  rules  by  which  his  conduct  must  be  regulated — 
and  that  the  legislator  may  in  no  case  mistake  the 
objects  of  the  trust  committed  to  him. 

SOVEREIGNTY  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 
article  the  first. 

The  sovereignty  resides  in  the  people,  and  the 
exercise  of  it  in  the  citizens,  by  the  med.um  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  and  through  the  agency  of  their 
i-epresentatives  legally  constituted. 

2.  Sovereignty  is  by  its  essence  and  nature  im- 
prescriptible, unalienable  and  indivisible. 

3.  A portion  only  of  the  citizens,  even  with  the 
right  of  suffrage,  cannot  exercise  the  sovereignty 
— eveiy  individual  ought  to  participate  by  his  vote 
in  the  formation  of  the  body  which  is  to  represent 
the  sovereign  authority;  because  all  have  a right 
to  express  their  will  with  full  and  entire  liberty. — 
This  principle  alone  can  render  the  constitution  of 
their  government  legitimate  and  just. 

4.  Any  individual,  corporate  body,  or  city,  which 
attempts  to  usurp  the  sovereignty,  incui’S  the  crime 
of  treason  against  the  people. 

5.  The  public  functionaries  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  a definite  period  of  time,  and  the  inves- 
titure with  a public  function  shall  not  attach  any 
other  importance  or  influence  than  what  they  ac- 
quire in  the  opinion  of  their  fellow-citizens,  by  the 
virtues  tliey  may  exercise  whilst  occupied  in  the 
service  of  the  republic. 

6.  Crimes  committed  by  the  representatives  and 
agents  of  the  republic  shall  not  be  passed  over  with 
impunity — because  no  individual  has  a right  to 
become  more  inviolable  than  another. 

7.  The  law  shall  be  equal  for  all,  to  punish 
crimes,  and  to  reward  virtues,  without  distinction 
of  birth  or  hereditary  pretentions, 

of  Caracas  as  a temporising  arningemerit  to  effect 
some  gi'eat  xad.  permanent  good,  or,  in  the  language 
of  tlie  hardy  fisherman  of  the  eastern  states,  I 
compared  it  to  ‘'‘throtoi7ig  out  a inackarel  to  catch  a 
cod'^  I trust,  for  the  honor  of  Caracas,  it  wi]! 
prove  so. 
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RIGHTS  or  MAN  IN  SOCIETY. 

1.  The  purpose  of  society  is  the  common  happi- 
ness of  the  people,  and  government  is  instituted  to 
secure  it. 

2.  The  felicity  of  the-  people  consists  in  the  en- 
joyment of  liberty,  security,  property  and  equality 
of  rights  in  the  presence  of  the  law. 

3.  The  law  is  formed  by  the  free  and  solemn  ex- 
pression of  the  general  will,  declared  by  agents 
whom  the  people  elect  to  repi-esent  their  will. 

4.  The  right  to  declare  their  thoughts  and  opin- 
ions, through  the  medium  of  the  press,  is  unre- 
strained and  free,  under  responsibiliLy  to  the  hiw 
for  any  violation  of  the  public  tranquility,  the  re- 
ligious opinions,  property  and  honor  of  the  citizen. 

5.  The  object  of  this  law  is  to  regulate  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  citizens  ought  to  act  upon  occa- 
sions W'hen  reason  requires  that  they  should  con- 
duct themselves  not  merely  by  their  individual 
judgment  and  will,  but  by  a common  rule. 

6.  When  a citizen  submits  his  actions  to  the  law 
which  his  judgment  does  not  approve,  he  does  pot 
surrender  his  right  nor  his  reason,  but  obeys  the 
law  because  he  should  not  be  hifluenced  by  bis 
own  private  judgment  against  the  general  will  to 
which  he  ought  conform.  Thus  the  law  does  not 
exact  the  sacrifice  of  reason  nor  the  liberty  of  those 
who  do  not  approve  it,  because  it  never  makes  an 
attempt  upon  liberty  unless  when  the  latter  violates 
social  order  or  swerves  from  those  principles  which 
determine  tliat  all  shall  be  governed  by  one  com- 
mon rule  or  law. 

7.  Every  citizen  cannot  hold  an  equal  power  in 
tlie  format'ion  of  the  law,  because  all  do  not  equally 
contribute  to  the  preservation  of  the  state,  to  the 
security  and  tranquility  of  society. 

8.  The  citizens  shall  be  ranged  in  two  classes — the 
one  with  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  other  without  it. 

9.  Those  possessing  the  right  of  suffrage,  are 
such  as  are  established  in  the  territory  of  A^enezue- 
la,  of  whatever  nation  they  may  be,  and  they  alone 
constitute  sovereignty. 

10.  Those'not  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage, 
are  such  as  have  no  certain  place  of  residence' — 
those  without  property,  whicii  is  the  support  of 
society.  This  class,  nevertheless,  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  the  law,  and  its  protection,  in  as  fiill  a meas- 
ure as  the  other,  but  without  participating  jui  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

"ll.  No  individual  can  be  accused,  aprested  or  con- 
fined, unless  in  cases  explicitly  pointed  out  by  law. 

12.  Every  act  exercised  against  a citizen  without 
the  formalities  of  the  law, is  arbitrary  and  tyrannical. 

13.  Any  magistrate  who  decrees  or  causes  an 
arbitrary  act  to  be  executed,  shall  be  punished  with 
the  severity  the  law  prescribes. 

14.  The  law  shall  protect  public  and  individual 
liberty  against  oppression  and  tyranny. 

15.  Every  citizen  is  to  be  regarded  as  innocent, 
until  he  shall  have  been  proved  culpable.  If  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  .secure  his  person,  unnecessary 
rigor  for  the  purpose  shall  be  repressed  by  law. 

16.  No  person  shall  be  sentenced  or  punished, 
without  a legal  trial  in  virtue  of  a law  promulgated 
previously  to  the  offence.  Any  law  which  punishes 
crime  committed  previous  to  its  existence,  is  tyran- 
nical. A retroactive  effect  assumed  by  the  law,  is 
a crime. 

17.  The  law  shall  not  decree  any  punishment  not 
absolutely  necessary — and  that  shall  be  proportion- 
ate to  the  crime,  and  useful  to  society. 

18.  Security  consists  in  the  protection  afforded 
by  society  to  each  of  its  members,  for  tlie  preserva- 
tion of  hiV  person,  his  rights  and  his  pi-operty. 


19  Every  individual  possesses  the  right  to  ac- 
quire property,  and  to  dispose  of  it  at  will,  unless 
his  will  be  contrary  io  a previous  compact  or  to  law. 

20.  No  kind  of  labor,  aiT,  industry  or  comniei  ce 
shall  be  prohibited  to  any  citizen,  save  only  :,uch 
establishments  as  may  be  requhed  for  the  subsis- 
tence of  the  state. 

21.  No  one  can  be  deprived  of  the  least  portiop 
of  his  property  without  his  conr  a nt,  except  when 
the  public  necessity  require3  it,  and  then  under  ihe 
condition  of  a just  compensaiion.  No  contribution 
can  be  required  and  established,  unless  tor  the  ge- 
neral ulility.  Every  citizen  entitled  to  suffrage, 
has  the  right,  through  the  ir  eaiuin  ct  his  represen- 
tatives, to  advise  and  consuli.  on  the  estabiisLuient 
of  contributions,  to  watch  over  their  application, 
Tind  to  require  an  acc'ount  of  the  same  from  those 
he  has  elected  as  hisr*  prcaentativea. 

22.  The  liberty  of  cia  Trieg  one’s  right  in  the 

presence  the  devichicirie..  of  the  public  authority, 

in  no  case  can  be  wi'hlield,  nci  conrined  to  any  par- 
ticular citize': 

23.  TLe.  e is  individual  oppression  when  one 
me.i.ober  of  society  u oppressed — there  is  also  the 
oppre'^sion  of  a naniber.  .vhen  the  social  body  is  op- 
pi eased.  In  tnese  cs.  '■'S  the  laws  are  violated,  and 
the  ciiizens  have  arig’'  _ : lo  demand  the  observance 
oftheiuvi 

24.  Th  r house  of  every  citizen  is  an  inviolable 
asylum.  No  one  has  a right  to  enter  it  vioiemly, 
unless  in  cases  of  conflagration,  deluge  or  applica- 
tion, proceeding  from  the  same  house:  or  for  ob- 
jects or  criminal  proceedings  in  the  cases,  and 
with  tiie  e.ssentiais  determined  by  law,  and  under 
the  responsibility  of  the  constituted  authorities  who 
have  issued  the  decree.  Domiciliary  visits,  and 
civil  executions,  shall  take  place  openly  in  open 
day,  in  virtue  of  the  law,  and  with  respect  to  the  per- 
son and  object  expressly  pointed  oui  in  the  act  au- 
thorizing such  visitation  and  execution. 

25.  Every  foreigner,  of  whatever  nation  he  may 
be,  shall  be  received  and  admitted  into  the  state  of 
A^enezuela. 

26.  The  persons  and  properties  of  foreigners  shall 

enjoy  the  same  security  as  the  native  citizens,  pro- 
vided always,  that  they  acknowledge  the  sovereign- 
ty and  independence,  and  respect  the  catholic  reli- 
gion, the  only  one  in  this  cohntTy.  j 

27.  The  foreigners  who  reside  in  the  state  of 
Caracas,  becoming  naturalized,  and  holding  pro- 
perty, sliatt.  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  citizenship. 

DUTIES  q*;.  MAN  IN  SOCIETY. 
auticle  first. 

The  rights  of  others  an  relq^n  to  each  individ- 
ual, have  their  limit  in  the  m^l  principle  which 
determines  their  duties,  the  ful^ment  whereof  is 
the  necessary  effect  of  the  respect  ^ue  to  the  rights 
of  each  of  the  individuals.  Their''  basis  is  these 
maxims:  Jiender  to  other's  the  good tvhic^you  "wo^dd 
they  should  render  unto  you.  Do  not  untb  another 
that  which  you  do  not  wish  to  be  done  unto  you. 

2.  The  duties  of  every  individual,  with  rej^pect 
to  society,  are;  To  live  in  absolute  submission  to 
the  laws — to  obey  and  respect  the  legal  acts  of  the 
constituted  authorities;  to  maintain  liberty  and 
equality.  To  contribute  to  the  public  expenses. — 
To  serve  the  country  in  all  its  exigencies — ah'^,  if 
it  becomes  necessary,  to  render  to  it  the  sacrifice  of 
property  and  life;  in  the  exercise  of  tlicsc  virtue's 
consist  genuine  patriotism. 

3.  Whoever  does  openly  violence  to  the  laws — 
whoever  endeavors  to  elude  them  declares  himself 
au  enemy  to  society. 
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4.  No  one  can  be  a good  citizen  unless  he  be  a 
TOod  parent,  a good  son,  a good  brother,  a good 
friend,  and  a good  husband. 

5.  No  one  can  be  a man  of  worth  unless  he  be  a 
candid,  faithful  and  religious  observer  of  the  laws: 
the  exercise  of  private  and  domestic  virtues  is  the 
basis  of  public  virtue. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  SOCIAL  BODY. 

ARTICLE  FIRST, 

The  duty  of  society  with  respect  to  its  individual 
members,  is  the  social  guarantee.  This  consists  in 
the  obligation  on  the  whole  to  secure  to  every  indi- 
vidual the  enjoyment  and  preservation  of  his  rights, 
which  is  the  foundaC  on  of  the  national  sovereignty. 

2.  The  social  guarantee  cannot  exist  unless  the 
law  clearly  deS ermines  the  bounds  of  the  answers 
vested  in  the  functionaries — nor  when  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  public  functionaries  has  not  been  ex- 
pressly determined  and  defined. 

3.  Public  succor  is  a sacred  duty  of  society;  it 
ought  to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  the  unfor- 
tunate citizens,  either  by  ensuring  employment  to 
those  who  are  capable  of  acquiring  means  of  sub- 
sistence, or  else  by  affording  the  means  of  support 
to  such  as  cannot  acquire  it  by  labor. 

4.  Instruction  is  necessary  for  all:  Society  ought 
to  promote  with  all  the  means  in  its  power,  the 
enlightenment  of  the  public  mind,  and  place  instruc- 
tion within  the  attainment  of  every  individual. 

This  our  solemn  declaration,  is  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  supreme  executive  power,  in  order  to 
be  proclaimed  for  the  information  of  all,  by  such 
means  as  it  may  judge  most  expedient. 

Given  at  the  palace  of  the  go vemment  of  Vene- 
zuela, on  the  first  of  July,  1811. 

Signed  by  the  functionaries  as  usual.  J 

DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

^ In  the  Mhime  of  the  Jifost  High. 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  federal  provinces 
of  Caracas,  Cumana,  Barinas,  Margarita,  Barce- 
lona, Merida,  and  Truxillio  constituting  the  con- 
federation of  Venezuela,  on  the  southern  continent 
of  America,  in  Congress  assembled;  considering, 
that  we  havfe  been  in  the  full  and  entire  possession 
of  our  natural  rights  since  the  19th  of  April,  1810, 
whidi  we  reassumed  in  consequence  of  the  trans- 
actions at  Bayonne,  the  abdication  of  the  Spanish 
throne,  by  the  conquest  of  Spain,  and  tlie  accession 
of  anew  dynasty,  established  without^our  consent. 
Wiiile  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  rights  of  men, 
which  have  been  withheld  from  us  bv  force  for 
more  than  thi-ee  centmhes,  and  to  which  we  are 
restored  by  the  p^ikical  revolutions  in  human  af- 
fairs, w’e  think  i^  becoming  to  state  to  the  world 
the  reasons  by  which  \ve  are  called  to  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  the  sovereign  authority. 

We  deeiiy.it  unnecessary  to  insist  upon  the  un- 
questiona/Tle  right  which  every  conquered  country 
holds  to  restore  itself  to  liberty  and  independence; 
we  pas.s  over  in  a general  silence,  the  long  series  of 
affijetions,  oppre.ssions,  and  privations,  w'hich  the 
fatiH  law  of  conquest  has  indiscriminately  involved 
the  discoverers,  conquerors,  and  settlers  of  these 
countries;  whose  condition  lias  been  made  wretch- 
ed by  the  very  means  wliich  should  have  promoted 
thdir  felicity;  throwing  a veil  Over  three  centuries 
of  Spani.sh  dominion  in  America,  we  shall  confine 
ourselves  to  the  naiTation  of  recent  and  well  known 
facts,  which  prove  how  much  wc  have  been  afflicted; 
Sc  that  we  should  not  be  involved  in  the  commotions, 
disorders,  and  conquests, which  have  divided  Spain. 


The  disorders  of  Europe  had  increased  the  evils 
under  which  we  beSbre  sufi'ered;  by  obstructing 
comphdnts  and  frustrating  the  means  of  redress; 
bv  authorising  the  governors  placed  over  us  by- 
Spain,  to  insuk  and  oppress  us  with  impunity, 
leaving  us  without  the  protection  or  the  support  of 
the  laws. 

It  is  contraiw  to  the  order  of  nature,  impractica- 
ble in  relation  to  the  government  of  Spain,  and  has 
been  more  afflicting  o America,  tJiat  territories  so 
much  more  extensive,  and  a population  incompa- 
rably more  numerous,  should  be  subjected  and 
dependa:nt  on  a peninsular  corner  of  the  European 
continent. 

I'lie  cession  and  abdication  made  at  Bayonne, 
the  transactions  at  the  E curial  and  at  Aranjuez; 
and  the  orders  issued  by  he  imperial  lieutenant  ii'e 
marshal  duke  of  Berg  to  America,  authoriz.  d i];e 
exercise  of  those  i ights,  which  tiil  that  period  the 
Amei'icans  had  sacrificed  to  the  preservation  and 
inreg-rity  of  the  Spar,i^h  nation. 

The  people  of  Venezuela,  were  the  first  who 
generally  acknowledged,  and  wlio  pi’efeired  that 
integrity,  never  forsaking  the  interests  of  tl  eii* 
European  brethren  while  there  remained  the  least 
prospect  of  salvation. 

America  has  acquired  a new  existence;  she  was 
able  and  was  bound  to  take  charge  oi  her  own  safety 
and  profperilv;  she  was  at  liberty  to  ackiiowlc'lge 
or  to  reject  the  authority  of  a king  who  was  so  lit  le 
deserving  of  that  power  as  to  regard  Ins  per  -mal 
safety  more  than  that  of  the  nation  over  winch  lie 
had  been  placed. 

All  the  Bourbons  who  occurred  in  the  fu/iile 
stipulations  of  Bayonne,  having  withdrawn  from 
the  Spanish  territory  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
people,  abrogated,  dishonored,  and  atamped  upon 
all  the  sacred  obligations  which  they  had  contraC'cd 
with  the  Spaniards  of  both  worlds,  wlio  with  ti.eir 
blood  and  treasures  had  placed  Lhem  on  the  throne, in 
opposition  to  the  efforts  of  the  house  of  Austi’ia:  such 
conduct  has  rendered  tliem  unfit  to  reign  over  a free 
people,  whom  they  disposed  of  like  a gang  of  slaves. 

The  intrusive  govermpents  which  ha\  e arrogat- 
ed to  themselves  the  authority  which  belongs  only 
to  the  national  representation,  treacherously  availed 
themselves  of  the  known  good  faith,  the  distance, 
and  effects,  which  ignorance  and  oppression  had 
produced  among  the  Americans,  to  direct  their  pas.- 
sions  against  +he  new  dynasty  which  had  been  im- 
posed upon  Spain,  and  m ojiposition  to  their  own 
principles,  kept  up  tlie  illusion  amongst  us  in  frvor 
of  Ferdinand,  but  only  in  order  to  baffle  our  national 
hopes  and  to  make  us  with  greater  impunity  their 
pr^;  they  hold  forth  to  us  promises  of  iibertv, 
equalitv,  and  fraternity  in  pompous  discour.ses,  the 
more  effectually  to  conceal  the  snare  wfich  they 
were  insidiously  laying  for  us  by  an  inefficient  and 
degrading  shew  of  representation. 

As  Soon  as  the  various  forms  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment were  overthroivn,  and  otliers  had  been 
succe.ssively  substituted,  and  imperious  necessity 
had  taught  Ve.iezuela  to  look  to  her  own  safetyy  in 
order  to  support  tlie  king,  and  afford  an  as.syliim  to 
their  European  brethren  again.st  the  calamiiic-s  by 
which  they  were  menaced,  ail  the.r  former  services 
were  disregarded;  new  measures  were  adopted 
against  us,  and  the  vervste*ps  taken  for  the  preservaj 
tion  of  the  Spanish  governineiu  were  br:mded  with 
the  titles  of  insurrection,  perfidy  and  ingratitude, 
but  only  because  the  d >or  was  clo.sed  against  a. 
monopoly  of  pow'er  wiuch  tliey  had  expecred  to 
perpetuate  in  the  name  of  a king  whose  domuiioa 
was  imaginary.  ** 
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Notwithstanding^  our  moderation,  our  :v . 

and  the  purity  of  oiu'  inten  ions,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  our  Brechren  in  Europe,  we  were 
declared  to  the  world  in  a state  ol  blockade;  hostili- 
ties were  commenced  against  us;  agents  sec. 
among  us  to  excite  revolt  and  arm  us  against  each 
other:  whilst  our  national  characver,  was  raduced 
and  foreign  nations  excited  to  make  war  upon  us. 

Deaf  to  our  remons  r nce.s,  without  submit  cing 
out’  reasons  to  the  impru-tiai  judgment  ot  mankind 
and  deprived  of  every  other  arbitrament  but  that  of 
our  enemies,  we  were  prchibiied  from  all  inter- 
course with  our  brethren;  and- adding  contempt  to 
calumny,  they  undertook  to  appoint  delegates  ,for 
us,  and  without  our  consent,  who  were  to  assist  at 
their  cortes,  the  more  effectually  to  dispose  of  our 
persons  and  property,  and  render  us  subject  to  the 
power  of  our  enemies. 

In  order  to  defeat  the  wholesome  measures  of  our 
national  representation,  when  obliged  to  recognize 
it,  they  undertook  to  reduce  the  ratio  of  our  popu- 
lation: submitting  the  form  of  election  to  service 
committees  acting  at  the  disposal  of  arbitrary  rulers: 
thus  insulting  our  inexperierxe  and  good  faiih,  and 
utterly  regardless  of  our  pplitic:d  importance  or 
our  welfare. 

The  Spanish  government,  ever  deaf  to  the  de- 
mands of  justice,  undertook  to  frustrateali  ourlegi  i- 
ir.atc  riglits,  by  condemning  as  criminals  and  devo- 
ting to  the  infamy  of  the  gibbet,  or  to  confiscation 
and  banishment  tho.se  Americans  who  at  different 
periods  had  employed  their  talents  apd  services  for 
the  happiness  of  their  country. 

Such  were  the  causes  which  at  length  have  im- 
pelled us  to  look  to  our  own  security  , and  to  avert 
those  disorders  and  horrible  cahmbies  wh  ch  we 
could  perceive  were  otherwise  inevitable  and  from 
which  we  shall  ever  keep  aloof:  by  their  fell  policy 
they  have  rendered  our  brethi-en  insensible  to  our 
misfortunes  and  have  armed  them  against  us:  they 
have  effaced  from  their  hearts  the  tender  impression 
of  love  and  consanguinity,  and  convci-led  into 
enemies  many  members  of  our  great  fiimily. 

When,  faithful  to  our  pi-omises,  we  were  sacri- 
ficing our  peace  and  dignity  to  support  the  cause 
of  Fe.dinand  of  Bourbon,  we  saw  that  to  the  bonds 
of  power  by  which  he  unded  his  fate  to  that  of  the 
emperor  of  the  Fi-ench,  he  added  the  sacrifice  oi 
kindred  and  friends,  and  that  on  this  account  the  ex- 
isting Spanish  rulers  themselves  havealready  resolv- 
ed to  acknowledge  h.m  only  conditionally  In  this 
painful  state  of  perplexity,  three  years  have  elapsed 
in  political  irresolution,  so  dangerous,  so  fraught 
with  evil,  that  this  alone  would  have  authorised  the 
de  ermmadon  which  the  faith  we  had  pledged  and 
O,  her  fraternal  attachments  had  caused  us  to  defer, 
till  imperious. necessity  compels  us  to  proceed  fur- 
ther than  we  had  first  contemplated;  but  pressed 
by  the  hostile  and  unnatural  conduct  of  the  Spanish 
rulers,  we  are  at  length  absolved  from  the  condi- 
tional oath  which  we  had  taken,  and  now  take  upon 
us  the  august  sovereignty  which  we  are  called  here 
to  exercise. 

But  as  our  glory  consists  in  establishing  princi- 
ples consistent  with  human  happiness,  and  noi 
erecting  a partial  felicity  on  the  misfortunes  of  our 
fellow  mortals,  we  hereby  proclaim  and  declare, 
that  we  shall  regard  as  friends  :md  companions  in 
our  destiny,  and  participators  of  our  happiness,  all 
tliose,  who  united  by  the  relations  of  bl9od,  lan- 
guage, and  religion,  havesufiered  oppression  under 
the  ancient  establishments  and  who  shall  a.ssert  their 
independence  thereof,  and  of  any  Ibicigu  power 


A iiat.soever,  engaging  that  all  who  shall  co-operate 
^v'ith  Us  shall  partake  in  life,  fortune,  and  opinion, 
deciai’ing  and  recognizing  not  only  these,  but  those 
of  evei’v  nation,  in  war  enemies;  in  peace,  friends, 
breihreii  and  fellow  citizens. 

In  consideration  theiefore,  of  the  solid,  public 
and  incontestible  niolives,  which  force  upon  us  the 
necessity  of  re-assuming  our  natural  rights,  thus 
restored  to  us  by  the  revolution  of  human  affairs, 
and  in  virtue  ot  the  imprescript able  rights  of  every 
people,  to  dissolve  every  agreemem,  convention  or 
social  compact,  which  doiit  establish  the  purpo- 
ses for  which  alone  all  governments  are  instituted, 
w e are  convinced  that  we  cannot  and  ouglitno.-  any 
longer  to  endure  the  chains  to  Wiach  we  were  con- 
nected with  the  gdvernment  of  Spam,  and  we  do 
declare  like  every  other  independent  people,  tlrat 
we  are  free  and  derermined  to  hold  no  dependence 
on  any  potentate,  power,  or  government,  than  we 
ourselves  establish;  and  that  tve  now  take  among 
the  sovereign  nations  of  the  earth  the  rank  which 
the  Supreme  Being  and  nature  have  assigTied  to  us, 
and;io  which  w'e  have  been  called  by  the  succession 
of  human  events  and  by  a regard  for  our  ow  ri  hap- 
piness. 

Although  Ve  foresee  the  difficuh  ies  which  may 
attend  our  new  situation,  ar.d\he  obligations  which 
we  contract  by  the  rank  which  we  are  about  to  occu- 
py in  the  political  order  of  the  world;  and  above  all, 
the  powerful  influence  of  ancient  forms  and  habits 
bi  whicl:  (to  our  regret)  we  have  hitherto  afltcied 
— ^yet  we  also  know,  that  a sh«pieful  submission  to 
them,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  shake  them  ofij 
would  prove  more  ignominious  to  ourselves,  and 
moi  e fatal  to  posterity,  than  our  long  and  painful 
servi  ude.  It  therefore  becomes  our  indispensible 
duty  to  provide  for  our  security,  liberty,  and  happi- 
ness, by  an  entire  and  essential  subversion  and  re- 
form of  our  ancient  establishments. 

Wherefore,  believing,  for  all  these  reasons,  that 
We  have  complied  widi  the  respect  which  we  owe 
to  the  opinions  of  mankind,  and  to  the  dignity  of 
other  nations,  with  whom  we  ai’e  about  to  rank, 
and  of  whose  friendly  intercourse  vve  assure  our-^ 
selves,  . 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  confederated  pro- 
vinces of  Venezuela,  invoking  the  Most  lUgh,  to 
witness  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  rectitude 
o"f  our  intentions,  imploring  his  divine  assistance  to 
ratify,  at  the  epoch  of  our  political  birth,  the  digraty 
to  which  His^Providence  has  restored  us,  the  ardent 
desire  to  live  aid  dip  free,  and  in  the  belief,  and  the 
defence  of  the  fiolylCatholic  and  apostolic  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  first  of  our  duties, 

AVe,  therefore,  in  the  name,  my  the  will  and  un- 
der the  am hority  which  we  ho^  for  the  virtuous 
inhabitants  of  Venezuela;  do  sol^fl^ly  declare  to  tlic 
world,  that  these  united  provinces  are^nd  ought  to 
be,  from  this  day  forth,  in  fact,  and  of^ight,  free, 
sovereign  and  indepevdent  States; — that  they  are 
absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
.md  of  those  who  now  call,  or  may  hereaftPx  call, 
themselves  as  representatives  or  agents;  and  tmat  as 
free,  sovereign  and  independent  states,  we  hold  full 
power  to  :idopt  whatever  form  of  government  may- 
be deehied  suitable  to  the  general  will  of  its"'.mhab-s 
it  ants;  to  declare  war,  make  peace,  form  alliinces, 
make  commercial  all.ances,  establish  commercial 
treaties,  define  bound:<ries  and  regulate  navig’atiorii 
and  to  propose  and  execute  .1?  11  other  acts,  usually 
made  and  executed  by  free  and  independent  nations; 
and  for  tlie  due  fulfilment,  validity  and  stability  of 
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this,  our  solemn  declaration,  we  mutually  and  reci- 
procally pledgee  and  bind  the  provinces  to  each  other 
our  lives,  fortunes,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Done  at  the  Federal  Palace  of  the  Caracas, 
signed  with  our  hands,  and  sealed  with  the 
gi-eat  Seal  of  the  provincial  Confederation, 
and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Congress  assembled,  on  the  5th  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  1811,  and  in  tlie  first  of  our  inde- 
pendence: 

J.  Ant.  Rodriguez  Dam'hiqueZt 
^p,  and  president  of  Ob  i spos,  in  province  oi’Barinas, 
Luis  Ignacia  Mendo^  representative,  vice- 
presiden'  of  Nutrias,  in  province  of  Barinas. 

Signed,  by  the  Representatives  assembled,  of  the 
provinces  of  Cai’acas,  Cumana,  Barcelona,  Bai-inas, 
M irgarita,  Merida,  Truxillo,  and  villa  of  Aragua 
and  province  of  Barcelona. 

A true  copy,  (^.  s.) 

FRANCISCO  IZNARDI,  Secretary. 

DECREK  OF  THE  SUPREtWE  EXECUTIVE. 

Federal  Palace  of  Caracas,  Sth  July,  1811. 

By  the  executive  power  of  the  confederation  o 
Venezuela,  it  is  ovdained,  that  the  above  deciaratio:'. 
of  Independence  be  published,  carr  ed  into  effec  , 
and  be  o full  authority  throughout  the  states  and 
territories  of  this  confederation. 

Cristoval  de  JVlendoza, 

President  pro  tern. 
Jxian  de  Escalona, 

Baltazeo  Padron, 

JMiguel  Jose  Sanz, 

Secretary  of  State. ! 
Carlos  JVTachado,  '■ 


.5.  If  the  ecclesiastic  in  ordinary  shall  insist  on  his 
refusal,  the  autnor  may  have  recourse,  with  a copy 
of  the  work,  to  the  government;  v'ho  shall  examine 
it,  and  if  found  worthy  of  publication,  shall  notify 
its  approbation  to  the  ordinary,  who  again  revising 
it,  shall  put  a stop  to  all  further  resort. 

6.  Wjien  the  authors  of  such  .shall  not  be  present 
or  at  too  great  a distance  to  attend  the  summons,  a 
person  of  public  character  and  of  known  science 
shall  be  appointed  as  the  defendant,  according  to  the 
law  38  of  the  7th  book. 

7.  Au>  hors  and  printers  shall  be  individually  re- 
sponsible for  'he  abuse  of  the  pi-ess. 

8.  All  w’ritings  are  proh.bited  subversive  of  the 
government  establishing  at  Venezuela,  constituting 
its  liberty  and  independence  on  any  power  or  dorm- 
nion  beyond  its  territory,  and  the  auihors  and 
printers  .shall  be  punishetl  according  to  the  laws 
and  ihese  regulations. 

9.  Defamator}'’  libels,  calumniating  and  licentious 
writings,  or  those  infringing  public  decency  and 
good  morals,  .shall  be  amenable  to  the  esiablished 
i iw.s,  and  those  which  are  pointed  out. 

10.  Never  shall  he  ch.irac.  er  of  moral  qualities  of 
nidividauals  be  atucked:  political  opinions  are 
alo.ie  a subject  of  critic  sm. 

11.  Authors  (under  this  appellation  is  included 
.he  ,edi  or,  or  th*'  person  ofTermg  the  manuscript,) 
shall  not  be  ob’iged  to  affix  thtir  names  tx)  the  pub- 
1 cations,  although  not  exempted  on  that  account 
from  th(;i“  respon  ibiiitv;  ibr  bis  efieci  nepru'  er 
must  substantiate  the  nan  e of  the  ruthor,  as  in 
failure  he  will  be  himseif  .labie  to  the  puui.mment 
of  the  unknown. 

Grand  Chancellor.!  12.  Anom  mo'is  pubi  cations,  or  self  assumed 
Jose  Toma  Santan,  ' signatures  .siiali  be  permiued;  but  the  printer  n u:.-t 

Secretary  of  foreign  affairs.  ‘ indentify  the  audior,  whoj.e  nor  :.*;  he  oh..ii  nc  . be 
..jiiijy. Ill  j , compelled  m disclose,  ’imil  tliC  work  be  condemned 
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jb}'  a legal  authority;  he  is  otherwi.se  ie.‘.p'<nsioie. 

I 13.  Primers  are  obl'ged  to  sign  their  nantC:)  and 
' appellations,  with  the  place  and  year  of  the  impi-es- 

The  legislature  of  Caracas,  convinced  that  the  sion,  in  every  print,  of  whatever  a ize  or  sliape,  ex- 
press is  the  medium  best  adapied  to  the  communi-  cepting  only  on  invi'aiion  cards,  keeping  in  mind, 
cation  of  universal  light,  and  that  the  facility  v'iih  that  the  fa isenes*s  or  omission  of  these  requisiies, 
which  a people  can  give  publicity  to  tlieir  thoughts  shall  subject  them  to  the  punishment  suitable  to 
is  the  only  check  upon  the  ambiiion  of  their  rulers,  the  intention  or  malice  intended, 
have  determined  the  press,  under  the  fo^ow'mg  14.  All  bodies,  colleague.s  & committees  are  inter- 
restrictions,  to  be  free.  dieted  the  use  of  pre.sses  without  the  express  jierm  is- 

1.  All  bodies  corporate  and  individual  persons  of  sion  of  government,  under  pain  of  confiscation,  &c. 

whatever  stete  or  condition,  aj^  at  liberty,  without  15.  Pi  inters,  Avho  are  ignorant  of  the  authors  or 
license,  revision  or  approbation,'  to  write,  print  and  editors  of  works  they  shall  print,  shall  not  proceed 
publish  theii’  ideas^  as  welltbn  political  as  on  other  with  the  impression  till  their  names  are  indentified 
subjects.  with  the  names  of  two  witnesses,  who  siiall  be 

2.  All  licenses  therefore  previous  to  political  pub-  obliged  to  sign  the  manuscript  in  company:  other- 
Hcations  are  abolished,  and  the  laws  done  away  ■ wise  to  be  re.sponsible  as  if  the  authors. 

which  required  a license,  particularly  the  first  law  16.  Authors  or  editors,  abusing  the  liberty  of  the 
of  the  tW£ufy-fourth  book  of  the  first  summary  of  press,  wJio  shall  contravene  the  regulaiions*  of  this 
the  laws  c(f  the  Indies,  which  ordained  that  no  paper  ordinance,  shall  not  only  suffer  the  pain  announced 
w'hatever  treating  of  the.se  dominions  should  be  by  the  law,  but  shall  also  have  tlieir  names  and  the 
pubiisjfed  w’ithout  a special  licen.se  obtained  from  punishment  they  have  received  published  in  the 
the(co’ancil  of  the  Indies.  . government  gazette. 

3.  Are  excepted  from  this  regulation,  all  treatises  . 17.  Authors  on  subjects  of  religion,  without  a 

bn  religious  subjects,  relating  to  their  dogmas  or  previous  license,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
fundamental  principles,  as  from  the  moment  of  Iaw’’s  already  published,  and  over  and  above  incur  a 


thfcdr  publication  they  are  subjected  to  the  censure 
of  liie  ecclesiastics  m ordinary,  according  to  the 
council  of  Trent. 

4 No  books,  consequently,  on  religion,  can  be 
published  without  previous  1 cense  of  the  priest, 
who  shall  not  however  pass  his  censure  without  a 
previous  audience  of  tlie  author,  conforming  himself 
to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  provided  bi"  his  ho- 
liue.ss  fatlier  Benedict  the  14lh,  and  to  the  dictates 
of  justice. 


fine  of  100  dollars  for  the  first  offence,  200  dollars 
with  the  forffiture  of  their  presses  for  tlie  second, 
and  for  the  third  banisliment  from  the  province. 

18.  Authors  of  political  works,  who  abusing  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  shall  di.sseminste  maxim.s  con- 
trary to  the  government,  shall  be  puniobed  as  the 
statutes  direct  for  such  offence,  and  be  f urther  mulct- 
ed to  the  fine  of  200  dollars  for  the  fir.st  offence,  400 
dollai-s  for  tlie  second,  and  for  the  chird  accordm^’ 
to  the  intention  and  malice  of  the  author. 


ss 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— BRITISH  STATISTICS. 


19.  Authors,  editors,  or  printers.  >-  wridng.s 
ag’ainst  the  g'avernmen^estRblished  at  Venezuela,  as 
in  ar  icle  viii.  shah  be  punished  with  death. 

20.  Authors,  &c.  of  libellous  or  defamatory  writ- 
ing-s  ag-ainst  bodies  of  men  or  individuals,  shall  in- 
cur the  same  punishment  as  the  crimes  deserve 
With  which  they  have  accused  tliem. 

21.  But,  if  imputation  although  certain  be  detri- 
mental, then  the  author,  &c.  according  to  the  laws 
already  made,  with  a view  to  the  enormity  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  offence. 

22.  Authors,  &c.  of  licentious  writings,  or  of 
those  contrary  to  Christian  morality  and  public 
decency,  shall  be  punished  for  the  first  offence  by 
deprivation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  public  elec- 
tions; for  the  second  offence  200  dollars;  and  for 
the  third,  banishment  from  the  capital  for  two  years. 

23.  Printers,  who  shall  omit  to  sigJi  their  names, 
&c.  as  in  article  13,  shall  be  punished,  even  allowing 
the  works  them,selves  to  be  harmless,  100  dollars 
for  'he  first  offence,  200  for  the  second,  and  for  the 
third  3 '0  and  banishment  from  the  province. 

24.  The  supreme  executive  power  and  the  high 
tcourt  of  justice,  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all 
offences  abusive  of  the  liberty  of  the  pre  .s,  regulat- 
ing themselves  by  the  laws  already  in  force  and 
tliose  of  this  regulation. 

FR\NCISCO  X.  YA..SS,  President. 

JOSE  PAUL,  Vice  Secretary. 

Caracas,  Tuesday,  f h August,  1811. 
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GENERAL  RESULTS — COLLECTED  FROM  MANY  AUTHO- 
RITIES. 

QL/*  It  is  our  intention  to  insert  a series  of  tables 
minutely  detailing  the  facts  connected  with  these 
aggregates,  as  well  as  to  notice  many  things  at 
present  omitted. 

Population, 

In  Great  Britain^  including  the  army, 
navy,  convicts  and  seamen  in  regis- 
tered vessels,  by  the  census  of  1801, 
there  wevcy  persons  10,979,089 

In  Scotland  ' 1,654,  Oi 

In  Wales  ' ■ 541,546 

There  were  in  Great  Britain,  under  15 
years  of  age,  perso?is  3,659,796 

Males  between  15  and  60  years  of  age  2,744,847 

Person  ; above  60  year  of  age  819,357 

Volunteers  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 

lcmd--{\S05)  700,000 

Persons  empioved  in  Agriculture  (Eng- 
land, 18' 5)'  1 524,227 

in  trade  and  manufactures  do.  1,789,539 

In  the  army  and  navy  (1801)  men  *469,188 

Per  .sons  empl.ived  in  agriculture  in 
Wales  (18  5)  189,^62 

DitTo-  in  tr;  de  and  manufactimes  '53,822 

Paupers — England  and  W ales:  A 

permanent  651,249  ! i 040  716 

^^occasional  relief— 3-  5,899  f 1>^40,716 

—in  the  work  houses  83,468 J 
Mendic:m'-s  - - - - 50,000 

■\^agran' 3,  gypsies,  8cc.  - . „ 20,000 

Idle  and  immoral  - - - - l'.',fQo 

Piosi-ues  - . - . . 100,  OtO 

Vag".bor-'i3  .'ud  criminals  - _ - 100,000 

In  the  t'r  n dlv  sociede.s  of  Great  Bri-  ' 

tain  in  18' ‘3,  there'we  e 674,220 


I he  pop^ulation  of  Ireland — (1801)— 

persons  5,496,944 

Of  63  marriages  only  three  are  found 
without  ottspri ng. 

Married  couples  are,  to  the  whole  po- 
pulation, as  2 to  11. 

Births  are,  to  the  population,  as  1 to  28 
Menial  servants,di tto,as  1 to  1 1 nearly. 

Inhabited  houses  in  England  are  1,575,92ft 

Uninhabited  do.  do.  56,3  -0 

Inhabited  houses  in  Ireland  687,618 

Uninhabited  ditto  24,130 

There  are  122  cities  and  towns  in  Great 
Britain  With  upwards  of  5,000  in- 
habitants each. 

Extent,  Surface,  8cc. 

The  sea  coast  of  Great  Britain  is  in 

miles  about  ^ 3,80() 

EnglanddXi^  Wales  contam,  sqtiare  miles  49.450 

Scotland  ditto  27,749 

Ireland  ditto  27,457 

In  there  are,  acres  34,271,'  jQ 

, acres  of  uncultivated  land  12,151,471 

In  there  are  ' acres  , 19,5b5,540 

Wales  ditto  5,37  , 00 

Ip  the  -whole  island  diUo  50,4o9,443 

In  Ireland  there  are  (Irish  acres,  7 yards 

to  the  rood)  12,001,20^ 

Tliere  are  12  acres  to  every  person  in  ' 

Scotland — nearly  1 acres  to  every 
person  in  W ales,  hardly  4 acres  to 
every  one  m England,  snd  about  the 
same  space,  (in  English  acres)  for 
each  person  m Ireland. 

Money,  Stocks,  &c. 

Specie  circulating  unknown;  but  dif- 
ficult to  be  had  and  bearing  a high 
premium. 

Whole  nominal  public 

debt,  1811  i 811,893,082  g 3604,805,284 

Sinking  fund  196,546,775  872,678,781 


* I : : : pomber  employed  in  1811  is  probably  about 
CCC  OjG. — See  foLo  31. 


Nominal  public  debt  of 

Ii eland  (about)  75,000,n00  333,000,000 

Bank  of  England  notes  in  circulation, 

Jan.  12,  181  — 

Of,,X5  and  upwards  Z14,668,640 

Bank  post  bills  ' 884,120 

Under  L5  5,854,170  g 93,936,969 

Bank  oMieland  notes  (Oct.  1, 1803) 

Of  i5  and  upwards  1,Y'^9,95  9 11  ^ ^ 

Under  X5  i,uU,891  7 45  ® 

Notes  of  private  bank- 

ers  in  En'^->and  esti-  ' ' 

mated  in  Oct.  181  X84, 000,00©  472,860,000 

Notes  of  private  bank- 
ers in  Ireland  (Oct. 

1810)  X12,000,000  515,280,000 

The  whole  public  circulating  paper 
medium  in  G.  Britain  and  Ireland 
excluding  the  notes  of  private 
bankers  in  Scotland,  of  whose  bu- 
siness we  have  no  estimate,  there- 
fore amounts  to  the  inconceivable 
sum  of  ‘ ^ 4570,333,417 

The  rents  of  lands  in  "'z 

Great  Britain  are  X27, 000,000  119,880,00© 

The  tcAoZe  annual  in-"^ 
come  of  the  people  I 
(1805)  including  | 

revenues,  resour-  )>■  242,000,000  1078,920,000 

ces  & earnings  of  1 
individi?  d.s  of  eve-  1 
ry  description  J 
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Valuation  of  all  the  real 
and  personal  proper- 
ty in  GreafJ?ri7am  3,  *00,000,  ’00  ^13,32  ’,0v/0,000 
Of  «Bank  Dollars,”  as  they  are  called, 
there  were  stamped  .iiivl  issued  in 

1797 

Ditto  13  4 - 

Ditto  13  ; --lO 

By  Charles  II.  gold  and  »il . / vras 
coined  to  die  value  of  - 
By  James  II.  * 

Anne  - 

George  I.  - - - - 

George  II.  gold  11,662,216  7 

silver  301,360  5 

George  III.  be- 
fore Dec.  31, 

178  j.  gold  30,457,4571 

silver  7,480 

From  1780  to  1802,  gold  33,310,832 
silver  56,473 

1812  to  Mar.  25,  j 

1810.  gold  22,445,258J 

Whoxc  coinage  since  ‘the  restoration. 


2,325,099 

1,419,484 

1,073,051 

7.7,524,105 

- 2,737,637 
2.691,625 

- 8.725,921 

11,966,576 


86.277,500 


A.  D.  1660- 


g 532,459,730 


g311,344,695 

g59,922,777 

g28,850,000 

22,220,000 

44,444,444 


532,800 


iqual  to  - 
Revenue,  taxes,  &c. 

The  nett  revenue,  pay- 
able into  the  exche- 
quer, for  the  year 
1810,  was  i70,235,792 

The  loans  for  the  same 
year  produced  in  addition 
Poor  ’.a.es  in  England 

1810.  jL6,500,000 

Amount,  of  tythes  in  do.  7^5,000,000 
The  tvhule  receipt  of  the  clergy  in  Eng- 
land may  be  estimated  at 
There  are  two  arch- 
bishops and  24  bishops 
in  England,  whose  re- 
e^ular  annual  receipt 
isatle.ast  7.120,000 

In  England  and  Wales  there  are  near- 
ly 6.0  as  they  ai*e  called,  un- 

der 7.50  per  annum— of  w^hicii  1C71 
do  not  exceed  7.10,  and  1467,  L2^. 

The  proportion  of  the  land  tax  of 
Scotland,  compared  with  tha;  of  En- 
gland, is  as  1 to  14— the  landed  pro- 
perty is  estimated  as  1 to  16 — and 
the  wealth  as  1 to  20. 

The  nett  revenue  for 
Ireland,  payable  into  J~ 
the  exchequer^^  for  f 
the  year  ending  "Jan. 

5,  ifoo-was  X6, 174, 561  g27.415,050 

The  loans  for  the  same  year  produced 

an  addit^n  of  24,019.292 

Expenditure. 

Gr«ss  atnount  of  expen- 
diture for  Great  Bri- 
,tain,  urcluding  pay- 
.ments  for  interest  of 
the  National  debt,  &c.  ' 

181'0.  7.83,099,186  g368,959,385 

Some  of  the  chief  items  of  ‘ivhich  -nrre — 
r the  support  of  the 


Navy 

— "S Jrdinance 

The  civil  list 

Tiie  princes  and  pro- 
cesses 


24,466,998 
17,019,729 
4,732,276 
958, OUO 


53,133,461 

78,131,594 

21,001,347 

4,253,520 


278,281  1,235,567 


On  account  of  interest 
of  the  national  debt, 
charge  of  manage- 
ment, reduction,  Sec.  32,000,000  142,080,000 
The  public  expenditure 
of  Ireland  for.  the 
vear  ending  Jan.  5, 

1809,  was  - - 9,536,205  42,341,149 

Some  of  the  chief  items  of  -which  ivere — 

For  interest,  charge  of 
management  and  re- 
duction of  the  public 

debt  - - - 3,359,077  14,914,501 

Army  ....  3,410,694  15,143,481 

Ordnance  - . - 519,184  2,3'  5,176 

Jliscellatieous  sevvices  - 512,197  2,274,154 

Commeroe  and  Manupactures. 

Shipping  belonging  to  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  Ireland  not  includ- 
ed, (18l/5)  tone,  3,226,000 

Slup.s  bulit  m Great  Britain,  1810,  re- 
gistered tons,  122,683 

W^'hole  registered  tons  in  the  British 
king’s  dominions,  1810,  2,549,683 

Were  navigated  by,  nten,  164,030 

British  Manufactures 
exported,  1809,  (real 

value*)  744,702,637  gti8,513,008 

Total  exports,  same 

year,  ditto,  68,972,743  306,239,089 

Imports,  same  year  do.  46,138,179  204,809,103 
Amount  of  imports  and' 

exports  do.  115,180,912  511,403,619 

Ireland — ^i-eal  value  of 
exports,  Irish  growth, 
produce  or  manufac- 
ture, 1809,  12,577,517  56,954,175 

Ditto— imports  (about)  13,500,000  60,940,000 

British  manufactures 

for  home  consumption  92,607,364  408,982,816 
Whole  value  of  British 
manufactures!-  on  an . 

average  for  5 j ears,  137,301,605  609,659,086 
Real  value  of  woolen 

goods  e.r/joned,  1809  13,980,266  61,961,367 

of  imports  from 

the  West  Indies  17,000,000  75,480,000 


* There  is  an  official  value»ancl  a real  value.  As 
for  instance,  the  official  value  of  goods  imported  in 
1809  is  stated  at  only  727,509,400,thougli  the  real 
value  is  placed  at  46,138,479,  as  above  stated,  on  the 
authority  of  a late  ministerial  vcvx\.ex.  So  as  to  the 
exports  for  the  same  year — the  official  value  was  but 
7.38,327,495,  and  the  real  value  is  estimated  at 
7/68,972,437.  By  these  distinctions,  poliiicians 
both  sides  of  the  question,  sometinies,  even  when 
telling  the  truth,  lead  u^into  gross  errors,  by  giving 
the  official  value  for  one  part  of  their  statement  and 
the  real  for  the  other,  or  vice  versa,  as  suits  their 
purpose.  From  tlte  nature  and  design  of  the  work 
from  which  this  part  of  our  table  is  quoted,  we 
have  lull  reason  to  believe  the  real  value  (as  it  is  cal- 
led) is  placed  as  high  as  it  would  bear;  but  have  no 
document  whereby  to  test  its  correctness.. 

I This  is  presumed,  for  sundry  good  reasons,  to 
include  all  the  productions  of  the  wechanic  arts  n«- 
cessary  to  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  what  is  generally  understood  by  the  word  man- 
ufactures. 
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MiSCELLANEOL’S. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Commons — 

For  England,  489— Scotland,  45— Wales 

24 — Ireland,  100 ^total 

The  number  of  the  House  of  Lords 
are  indefinite;  the  king  can  make  as 
many  as  be  pleases. 

In  1793  it  was  estimated  that  twenty- 
four  millions  of  bushels  of  grain,  va- 
lued at  three  millions  1.  were  made 
into  drinks  in  G.  Britain. — d^The 
consumption  of  p'ain  for  this  purpose 
has  greatly  declined  since  that  period, 
sugar  being  substituted  for  discillation. 

There  were  imported  m:  o England  for 
the  three  years,  1802,  1803,  1804, 
lbs.  of  wool  18,467,71 8 

6f  which  there  came  directly  from 

Spain,  lbs.  16,986,644 

Annual  average  from  1804  to  1808,  6,250,000 

The  value  of  the  wool  imported  in 

these  years  was  1.  5,560,000 


Woollen  cloth  was  never  dyed  and  dres- 
sed in  England  until  the  year  1667. 

The  annual  consumption  of  silk  m the 
various  manufactories,  which  is  chief- 
ly imported  from  Italy  and  India,  has 
been  estimated  at  i 1,460  bales — of 
140  lbs.  each— lbs.  1,604,400 

CC/"The  stock  has  latterly  been  short — 
the  above  estimate  is  tor  the  year  1807. 

The  annual  consumption  of  cotton  is 

about  lbs.  per  ann.  65,000,000 

Though  a great  deal  of  labor  has  been  bestow- 
ed on  this  table,  and  perhaps,  200  references  to 
various  publicadons  and  statemenis  made  to  ren- 
der it  correct,  it  doulitless  has  many  errors;  yet  we 
believe  1 . may  serve  to  give  a general  idea  ot  the 
things  therein  contained  as  accurately  as  any  otlier 
Such  table  usually  does.  In  the  details,  it  is  proba- 
ble we  may  detect  some  of  its  im.perfections. 
***Weare  prevm'ed  to  publish  a similar'  table  rela- 
tive toFmjice,whichwedesigned  for  the  presentnum- 
ber,  but  have  been  compelled  t6  defer  it  for  our  next. 

General  View 

Of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  exhibiting  the  Extent,  Population  and  Revenue  of 
each  of  the  states  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  also  its  contingent  of  troops 


STATES  OF  THE  CO^TEEERATIOJf. 

Extent  in  I 
Geographic  j 
cal  square  I 
miles.  j 

Population.  , 

■ 

s-a 

5;  « 

g s 

Contingent 
of  troops  to  1 
be  furnished 
to  France. 

Dominions  of  the  Prince  Primate 

. 

43 

170,000 

605.356 

968 

Kingdom  of  Bavaria 

- 

1,636 

3,231,570 

8,G72.727| 

-30,000 

Do.  Wurtemberg 

- 

,330 

1,183.000 

3,229,090' 

12,000 

Do.  Saxony 

- 

723 

2,085,^*76! 

5,640,9071 

20,000 

Dutchy  of  Warsaw  - - - 

- 

1,851 

2,277,000 

3,229.090! 

30,'j00 

Kingdom  of  Westphalia 

- ■ 

717 

2,912,303 

5,640  907[ 

25,000 

Grand  Dutchy  of  Baden 

- 

275 

922,649 

2,62  9635; 

8,000 

Do  Berg  - - 

- 

510 

932,000 

2,23'.,u00i 

5.000 

Do  Hesse 

- 

206 

560,000 

1,293,6351 

4,000 

Do  Wurtzburg  - 1 

■ 

96 

280,000 

968,728i 

2,000 

Dutchy  of  Nassau  Using  - - 

- 

5 65 

C 166,000 

S n^Q* 

Principality  of  Nassau  Weilburg 

- 

140 

t 105,000 

Doj,uoyj 

^ 1,680 

Do.  Hohenzollern  Keching 

- 

6 

14,000 

24,215 

97 

Do.  Hohenzollern  Sigmaring 

- 

10 

39,000 

76.692 

193 

Do.  Salm-Salm 

« 

20 

37,000 

73,868 

Do.  Salm-Kyrburg 

- 

10 

18,000 

32,292i 

Do.  Isenberg 

12 

42,000 

100,907 

291 

Dutchy  of  Aremberg 

- 

SO 

60,000 

121,092 

379 

Principality  of  Lichtenstein 

- 

21-2 

6,000 

16,143 

40 

Do.  Leyen 

- 

21-2 

...^^•^,000 

13,724 

29 

Dutchy  of  Saxe-Gotha  - - - 

- 

54 

180,000 

524,739 

1,100 

Do.  Saxe-Weimar 

36 

110)000 

. iKPi!S3,635 

800 

Do.  Saxe-Meinungen 

. 

18 

40,000 

1 41,272 

300 

Do.  Saxe-Hildburghatisen 

- 

11 

SJ,000 

16Q,543 

200 

Do.  Saxe-Coburg 

- 

19 

60,000 

I6i,4^6 

400 

Principality  of  Anhalt-Bernburg 

- 

16 

35,200 

. 141,2i^l 

w 240 

Do.  Anlialt-Koethen 

15 

30,000 

121,096 

210 

Do.  Anhalt-Dessau 

_ 

17 

52,000 

177,600 

' 350 

Do.  Lippe-Detmold 

_ 

25 

70,500 

100,907 

V.  500 

Do.  I..ippe-Schaumburg  , - 

- 

10 

20,500 

32,292 

Dutchy  of  Mechlenburgh-Schv/erin 

- 

226 

328.636 

726,558 

l,9Cf0 

Do.  Mechlenburgh-Strelitz 

- 

48 

70,000 

213,928 

400 

Principality  of  Reuss-Ebersdorf 

- 

6 

18,000 

32,292 

100 

Do.  Reuss-Graitz 

7 

25,000 

‘ 48,435 

117 

Do.  Reuss-Lobenstein 

. 

61-2 

18,000 

44,400 

1^ 

Do.  Reuss-Schleitz 

6 

18,000 

40,364 

125 

Do.  Schwarv  zburg-Rudolstadt 

- 

22 

56,000 

145,307 

3’25 

Do.  Schwartzburg-Sonderhausen 

23 

58,000 

141.271 

^325 

Do.  Waldeck 

. 

22 

48,000 

141,271 

9,  400 

1 Do.  Holstein-Oldenberg 

- 

- 

97 

160,000 

547,128 

i 800 

i ^ TOTAL 

/ 7,089  1-2 

15,477,344 

38,413,822 

148,850 
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History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  hy  Bonaparte. 

▲ BRIDqSD  FRO]»I  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  n. 

First  acts  of  Ferdincmd  VII.~~~Murat  enters  Ma- 
drid.— Bonaparte  decoys  the  ivhole  of  the  Royal 
family  to  Bayonne. — Transactions  thercy  till  their 
compulsory  resignation  of  the  cro-.m. 

The  first  act  of  Ferdinand  VII.  was  to  re-appoint 
the  five  secretaries  of  state,  whose  offices  terminat- 
ed with  the  former  reign.  Cevallos  was  thus  con- 
firmed in  the  same  situation  under  the  son  whicli 
he  had  held  under  the  father.  The  appointment, 
however,  he  thought  proper  to  resign;  the  reasons 
which  he  alledged  for  so  doing  have  not  been  made 
public;  perhaps  he  wished  to  withdraw  as  much  as 
possible  from  increasing  difficulties  and  dangers, 
against  which  there  appeared  no  remedy;  perhaps 
some  degree  of  unpopularity  attached  to  him  be- 
cause of  his  connection  with  Godoy.  The  lan- 
guage in  which  Ferdinand,  by  a public  decree, 
refused  to  receive  his  resignation  implies  this.  It 
had  been  proved  to  him,  he  said  (March  21)  that 
though  Cevallos  had  married  a cousin  of  tlie  Prince 
de  la  Paz,  he  had  never  participated  in  the  projects 
of  which  that  man  was  accused,  into  which  judi- 
cial inquiries  had  been  instituted.  This  manifest- 
ed in  him  a noble  and  a loyal  heart,  and  he  was 
therefore  a servant  of  whom  the  king  would  not 
deprive  himself.  The  whole  of  Godov’s  property 
was  pronounced  to  be  forfeited  and  the  king  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  speedily  coming  to  the 
metropolis  to  be  proclaimed,  expressing,  however, 
his  wishes  that  the  inhabitants  would  previously 
give  him  proofs  of  their  tranquility,  since  he  had 
communicated  to  them  this  most  efficient  order 
against  the  late  favorite.  By  the  same  proclama- 
tion the  Duke  del  Infan tado,  a nobleman  of  the 
highest  character,  was  appointed  to  tlie  command 
of  the  Royal  Spanish  Guards,  and  to  the  presiden- 
cy of  Castile.  All  those  persons  who  had  been  con- 
fined in  consequence  of  the  affair  which  happened 
in  the  Escivnal, — thus  the  pretended  conspiracy 
was  spoken  of, — were  recalled  near  his  royal  per- 
son. These  various  measures,  it  was  said,  were 
made  public  that  they  might  come  to  theJknow- 
ledge  of  all,  and  that  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ma- 
drid might  know  how  great  an  interest  the  king 
took  in  their  happiness.  _ 

A proclamatioji  of  t^e  following  day  informed 
the  people,  that  the  kijjg  had  notified  to  the  French 
emperor  the  )^p^yx,vent  of  his  accession,  assuring 
him  at  the  same  time,  that,  animated  by  the  same 
sentiments  is  his  august  father,  and  far  fi’om  chang*- 
ing  in  t]^  slightest  degree,  his  political  system  with 
regard" to  France,  he  would  endeavor,  by  all  possi- 
ble ^eans,  to  draw  closer  the  bonds  of  friendship 
and  strict  alliance  which  so  fortunately  subsisted 
between  Spain  and  the  French  empire.  This  com- 
munication, it  was  said,  was  made,  in  order  that 
tlie  council  might  act  conformably  to  the  king’s 
sentiments,  in  taking  measures  to  restore  tranquil- 
ity in  Madrid,  as  well  as  for  receiving  the  French 
troops  who  tyere  about  to  enter  that  city,  and  for 
administerir^g  to  them  every  requisite  assistance. — 
They  were  to  endeavor  also  to  convince  the  people 
that  these  tro<nps  came  as  friends,  for  purposes 
advantageous  to  the  king  and  to  the  nation.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  people  were  too  wise  to  believe 
this.  Their  eyes  were  open  to  the  dan.^e^^:  .but 
owing  to  the  imbecility  of  their  rulers,,' amf  the 


situation  in  which  Ferdinand  found  himself  on  his 
assumption  of  the  throne,  they  were  delivered  over 
bound,  as  it  were,  hand  and  foot,  to  tlieir  treacher- 
ous enemies. 

The  ministers  of  the  foreign  courts  all  congratu- 
lated the  new  king  upon  his  accession,  except  tlie 
French  ambassador,  who  declined  it,  because  lie 
had  not  been  furnished  with  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions. Murat  was  at  this  time  advancing  towards 
Madrid  with  his  army:  nay,  supposing,  says  Ceval- 
los, that  the  Royal  fiimily  were  already  on  the 
coast,  and  on  the  point  of  embarking,  and  that  the 
people  would  receive  him  with  open  arms  as  their 
deliverer, — he  conceived  that  the  Spaniartls  were  in 
the  highest  degree  dissatisfied  with  their  govern- 
ment, and  never  reflected  that  tliey  were  only  dis- 
satisfied with  its  abuses.  The  occurrences  at 
Aranjuez  w'ere  altogether  unexpected,  and  he  im- 
mediately hastened  w'ith  his  whole  army  towards 
the  capital  to  profit  by  the  occasion,  and  take  such 
steps  as  might,  by  any  means,  make  him  master  of 
Spain.  The  approach  of  such  an  army,  the  silence 
of  the  French  ambassador,  the  mysteriousness  of 
Bonaparte,  and  his -journey  to  Bayonne,  perplexed 
and  alarmed  Ferdinand.  He  had  immediately  com- 
municated his  accession  to  this  emperor  in  the 
most  friendly  and  aflectionate  terms — fear  could 
: suggest  no  other.  Lest  this  should  be  deemed  in- 
suifficient,  he  appointed  a deputation  of  three  gran- 
dees to  proceed  to  Bayonne,  and  compliment  hina 
in  his  name;  and  another  gi’andee  was  sent,  in  like 
manner,  to  compliment  Murat,  who  had  already 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Madrid.  This  worthy 
agent  of  such  a master  was  fully  in  the  Emperor’s 
confidence;  he  assured  Ferdinand  that  Bonaparte 
might  lie  every  moment  expected;  and  he  spread 
this  rumor  on  all  sides.  Orders  were  therefore  giv- 
en for  preparing  apartments  in  the  palace  suitable 
for  such  a guest;  and  the  king  whose  fears  made 
him  restless,  wrote  again  to  Bonaparte,  saying  how 
agreeable  it  would  be  to  him  to  become  personally 
acquainted  with  him,  and  to  assure  him,  with  his 
own  lips,  of  his  ardent  wishes  to  strengthen  more  & 
more  the  alliance  which  subsisted  between  them. 

March  23.  Murat,  evidently  for  the  prmpose  of 
displaying  his  forces,  to  intimidate  the  Spaniards, 
reviewed  his  whole  army  before  the  walls;  then 
'made  his  entrance  into  Madrid,  preceded  by  the 
imperial  horse-guards,  and  by  his  staff,  and  follov’- 
ed  by  all  tlie  cavalry,  and  by  the  first  division  of 
foot,  undef  general  Mounier;  two  other  divisions 
were  encamped  without  the  city,  and  a detachment 
proceeded  to  take  possession  of  Toledo.  Ferdi- 
nand made  his  public  entrance  on  horseback,  the 
following  day,  (March  24)  with  no  other  parade 
than  that  which,  under  happier  circumstances, 
would  have  been  the  most  grateful  of  all  spectacles: 
a concourse  of  all  the  people  of  the  capital  and  its 
vicinity,  rejoicing  in  his  presence,  and  testifying 
by  their  acclamations,  that  they  expected  from  him 
the  regeneration  of  the  country. 

Murat  spoke  mysteriously  upon  the  change  of 
government  which  had  been  effected,  declaring  that 
until  the  Emperor  had  acknowledged  Ferdinand 
VII.  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  take  any  step  which 
might  appear  like  an  acknowledgement;  he  there- 
fore must  be  under  the  necessity  of  treating  with 
the  royal  father.  As  a further  indication  of  the 
course  which  would  be  pursued,  he  affected  to  take 
an  interest  in  behalf  of  Godoy.  A sort  of  military 
government  was  immediately  established  in  the  m.e- 
trdpohisj  / the  French  general,  Grouchy,  being 
’!hadttgav.’fcrno’'''.ofilie  city,  and  patroles  instituted  ^ 
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to  preserve  thfe  police,  under  the  joint  superinten- 
dence of  a French  officer  and  a Spaniard. 

No  people  in  time  of  popular  tumult  ever  con- 
ducle  tiiemselves  with  such  respect  to  the  magis- 
trates and  the  law  as  the  people  of  Madrid  liad  done 
during  this  revolution.  The}^  do  not  seem  to  have 
injured  the  person  of  any  individual,  even  Godoy 
himself  escaped  unhurt. 

In  the  provinces,  the  new.s  of  the  abdication  was 
received  with  the  utmost  joy:  Charles’  imbecility 
was  well  known;  his  queen  was  unpopular  for  her 
known  profligacy;  and  nothing  could  exceed  the 
hatred  in  which  the  favorite  was  held.  Te  Deum 
was  performed  in  several  places,  as  a thanksgiving 
for  his  fall.  At  Salamanca,  the  monks  and  stu- 
dents are  said  to  have  testified  their  exultation  by 
dancing  in  tlie  market  place.  The  use<which  Fer- 
dinand made  of  Godoy ’s  treasures  increased  the 
general  satisfiction;  one  of  his  earliest  measures 
was,  from  this  money,  to  pay  up  tire  arrears  due  to 
the  officers  and  widows  on  the  pens  ion  list. 

A declaration  concerning  the  affair  of  the  Escu- 
j’ial  was  made  public  (March  do)  f(jr  the  purpose  of 
pi'oving  that  neither  his  former  preceptor,  D.  Juan 
de  Escoiquiz,  nor  the  duke  del  Infantado,  nor  any 


of  his  family  and  of  Spain,  that  he  should  acquiesce 
in  it.  Actuated  by  his  own  resentment,  and  per- 
haps still  more  by  that  of  the  queen,  who  trembled 
for  the  life  of  her  paramour,  and  like  an  adulterous 
mother,  hated  her  son,  he  committed  his  last  con- 
summating tolly  by  appealing  for  protection  to  that 
very  person  whose  open  and  undisguised  aggression 
had  not  a week  before  driven  him  to  the  resolmion 
of  abandoning  the  throne,  and  seeking  refuge  in 
America.  Thanking  the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg  for 
his  commisseration,  he  said  to  liis  agent,  De  Mou- 
theon,  that  his  affliction  was  the  greater  because 
his  own  son  was  the  authoi’  of  it.  The  revolution 
had  been  effected  by  forgery  and  corruption;  the 
prince  and  Cabellero,  minister  of  justice,  having 
been  the  principal  actors  in  it,  he  was  compelfed  to 
abdicate,  to  save  the  lives  of  himself  and  the  queen; 
knowing  that  if  he  had  refused,  they  would  have 
both  been  murdered.  This  conduct  of  the  prince 
oi  Asturias  was  more  shocking,  the  king  said,  inas- 
much as,  having  perceived  his  desire  to  reign,  and 
being  himself  near  three  score  years  of  age,  he  had 
agreed  to  surrender  the  crown  to  him  on  his  marri- 
age with  a French  princess,  an  event  which  he,  the 
king,  ardently  desired.  This  part  of  the  conference 


accusation  of  conspiracy,  had  been  guilty  of  mis 
conduct.  A circumstance  however,  appears  in  the 
account,  which  affords  some  grounds  for  suspecting 
that  such  an  abdication  as  had  been  effected  now, 
was  intended  in  October.  The  prince,  it  there  ap 


other  of  his  servants,  Vv'ho  were  impiicaied  in  the:  seems  to  prove  that  he  had  not  only  thought  of 

1 abdicating,  but  had  even  promised  to  abdicate,  and 

fixed  the  time.  It  is,  however,  not  less  clear,  that 
the  act  when  actually  performed,  was  compulsory. 
The  prince  he  ^added,had  chosen  Bajados  for  the 
^ place  of  their  retreat,  though  that  paid  of  the  king- 
peared,  had  declared  upon  jus  examination,  that  he  i dom  was  injurious  to  his  health.  This  he  had  re- 
had,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  commissioned  the  i presented,  and  entreated  him  that  ne  might  be  per- 
Duke  del  Infantado  to  assurae'the  command  of  the  | mitted  to  choose  another  place;  his  wish  being  that 

troops  in  New  Castile  in  case  of  his  father’s  de- 1 he  might  obtain  permis.sion  of  the  emperor  to 

mise.  The  alledged  reason  was  his  fear  lest  Godoy  j chase  an  estate  in  France,  where  ne  might  end  his 
should  continue  at  such  a time  to  make  an  improji-  j days;  and  this  had  been  refused'^  The  queen  said 
er  use  of  his  influence  and  power.  A most  flimsy  she  had  begged  her  son  at  least  to  postpone  their 
and  ridiculous  apology  for  so  gross  an  usurpation!  | journey.  Her  entreaties  were  in  vain:  to  Bajados 
Besides,  there  was  no  imrnediate  apprehension  of,  they  W’ere  ordered,  and  their  journey  was  to  begin 
the  demise  of  the  king;  and,  in  case  or  speh  an  | on  the  following  Monday.  Ail  this  is  exceedingly 

event,  Godo}:,  who  held  his  power  only  upon  fa- 1 suspicious. There  can ha-ve  been  no  reason  why 

voritism,  would  instantly  have  become  the  wretch  | Ferdinand  should  not  permit  his  father  to  choose 
that  this  I’evalution  made  him.  It  could  never  have  ’ a ,■(- imi-ivnUoUrn 

Been  apprehended  that  he  would  dream  of  chang- 
ing the  succession. 

In  the  deed  of  abdication,  Charles  called  it  his 
qwn  free  and  voluntary  act;  and  as  such  Cevallos 
represents  it.  Nothing-  is  more  probable  th^p-that 
the  examples  of  Charles  V.  and  Philip  V,  should 
have  occurred  to  him,  and  that  the  thought  of  imita- 
ting them  siiould  have  passed  across  his  mind  when 
difficulties  pressed  upon  him,  and  he  was  sick  of 
the  cares  of  government;  cares  which  he  had  never 
felt  till  an  apprehension  for  his  own  personal  secu- 
rity roused  them.  It  is  probable,  also,  that  the 
prince’s  party  migiit  not  have  formed  the  plan  of 
sending  him  into  retirement,  unless  they  had  known 
that  he  himself  had  entertained,  however  transient- 
ly, a wish  for  retiring.  To  talk,  even  among  them- 
selves, of  deposing  the  king,  would  have  a startling 
sound:  but  it  was  easy  to  persuade  both  themselves 
and  Ferdinand,  that  the  object  of  their  design  was 
to  carry  that  wish  and  wise  intention  of  his  father 
into  effect  for  him,  which  he  wanted  resolution  to 
effect  for  himself. 

These  circumstances  tallied  too  M^ell  with  the  de- 
signs of  Bonaparte  to  be  overlooked  b)^  Murat.  On 
the  very  day  that  he  entered  IHadrid,  General  Mou- 
theon  was  sent  by  him  to  draw  from  Charles  a pro- 
test against  his  deposition.  There  was  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  it  from  tliis  weak  monarch;  though 
however  compulsory  the  act  of  abdication  might 


his  place  of  residence,  and  it  is  higly  improbable 
that  Charles  should  have  thoughts  of  retiring  into  . 
France. 

Having  made  these  complaints,  Charles  delivered 
into  IJe  Moutheon’s  hands,  a letter  to  the  emperor, 
a,j;sd  a formal  protest,  declaring,  that  the  decree 
wherein  he  Denounced  the  crown  in  favor  of  his  son, 
was  a deed  to  jyljich  he  was  compelled,  in  order  to 
prevent  a greater  calamity,  and  spare  the  blood  of 
his  beloved  subjects.  • therefore  to  be  consi- 

dered as  of  no  authority.  The  letter  was  of  a more 
abject  character.  “Sir,  my  said  iio, 

“you  will  not  without  sympathy,  see^  king  who 
has  been  compelled  to  resign  his ' tH^-one,  throw 
himself  into  the  arms  of  a great  monaroli^his  ally, 
placing  every  thing  in  the  protection  of  Kii^  who 
alone  can  fix  his  happiness,  and  that  of  his  fafo.ily, 
and  his  faithful  and  beloved  people,”  &.c.  _ Having 
consigned  this  letter  to  De  Moutheon,  which  it 
dictated,  was  evidently  suggested  by  him,  the  king'  -v 
said  that  his  situation  was  most  deplorable;  they  / 
had  seized  the  prince  ofpeaee,  and  would  put  hirn^ 
to  death,  though  for  no  other  crime  than  that  ot  > 
having  been  at  all  times  attached  to  his  sovereign.  ^ 
There  was  no  efforts  which  he  would  not  have  _ ^ 
attempted  to  save  the  life  of  his  unhappy  friend,  but  / 
the  v/hole  world  was  deaf  to  his  entreaties,  and  bent  / 
on  vengeance;  & he  felt  assured  that  Cod^.y  s deatlr 
would 'be  his  own,  for  he  should  not  survive  him.  ? 

These  proceedings  were  concealed  from  Ferdi- 


have  been,  it  was  now  as  much  his  interesr.  as  thkf  j niind.'  ..Murat’s  intentions  were  to  frighten  him 
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into  the  toils;  an  alarm  that  should  have  made  him 
start,  would  have  ruined  the  plot.  The  interest 
which  this  Grand  Duke  affected  for  Godoy,  his 
refusal  to  acknowledg-e  the  new  government,  and 
the  respect  which  he  paid  to  Charles,  all  tended  to 
this  end.  The  rumour  of  Bonaparte’s  coming  was 
carefully  spread  abroad;  fresh  couriers  were  said  to 
have  arrived: — the  emperor  had  left  Paris,  and  was 
speedily  to  be  expected  in  Madrid.  The  soldiers 
were  told  that  he  would  lose  no  time  in  putting  him- 
self at  the  head  of  his  armies  in  Spain;  they  were 
ordered  to  put  themselves  in  a state  to  appear  before 
him;  and  in  this  proclamation  (April  2)  which  ap- 
peared in  a Madrid  Gazette  extraordinary,  the  omi- 
nous notice  was  given,  that  they  would  immediately 
be  supplied  with  cartridge  to  fire  with.  It  Was  liint- 
ed  that  it  would  be  a delicate  compliment  if  Don 
Carlos,  Ferdinand’s  next  brother,  would  set  off  to 
meet  him  on  the  way.  His  Highness,  Murat  said, 
could  not  fail  to  meet  him  before  he  had  proceeded 
two  days  upon  the  road. — This  was  readily  agreed 
to,  and  the  Infante,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  del 
Infan tado,  departed  upon  this  fatal  journe3^  Hav- 
ing secured  these  victims,  Murat  endeavored  to  en- 
tice Ferdinand  himself  into  the  snare:  what  had  at 
first  been  hinted  at,  and  advised  as  a mark  of  atten- 
tive consideration,  was  now'  pressed  upon  him  as  a 
measure  which  would  be  attended  with  the  happiest 
consequences  to  himself  and  the  whole  kingdom. — 
The  young  king  hesitated  at  this;  it  was  more  than 
courtesy  required;  more  tlian  an  ally  was  entitled 
to  expect,  and  perhaps  he  felt  that  it  was  more  than 
a king  of  Spain  ought  to  perform.  Cevallos  con- 
stantly advised  him  not  to  leave  his  capital  until  he 
had  received  certain  intelligence  that  Bonaparte  had 
actually  passed  the  Pyrenees,  and  w'as  approaching 
Madrid;  and  even  then  he  urged  him  to  proceed  so 
short  a way,  that  it  should  not  be  necessary  for  him 
to  sleep  out  of  his  capital  more  than  a single  night. 
This  advice  prevailed  for  a time  against  repeated 
solicitation  of  Murat  and  the  ambassador  Beauhar- 
nois.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  introduce 
a new  actor  in  this  detestable  plot. 

During  the  interval  which  elapsed  before  this 
agent  .could  appear,  Murat  informed  Cevallos,  that 
the  Emperor  would  be  gratified  if  the  sword  of 
Francis  I,  were  presented  to  him;  and  he  desired 
that  this  might  be  intimated  to  the  n^v  kiiig.  It 
might  be  supposed  that  this  was  designed  not  mere- 
ly to  gratify  the  French  nation,  but  also  to  lower 
Ferdinand  in  the  opinion  of  the  Spaniards,  if  Bo- 
naparte ever  tooi^  the  jfobler  feelings  of  our  nature 
into  their  calSlffeitiftp.  But  it  was  a mere  trick  for 
the  Parisians,  and  neither  they  nor  the  emperor 
himself  feel  that.  France  was  far  more  d ishonored 
by  the jj^rcumstances  under  which  the  sword  was 
rec(^red,  than  by  the  manner  in  wdiich  it  had  been 
los^  Accordingly  this  trophy  of  Pescara’s  victoiy, 
whmh  had  lain  since  the  year  1525  in  the  ro}'al  ar- 
moury at  Madrid,  was  carried  with  great  splendor 
to  the  lodgings  of  the  Grand  Duke;  (March  31) 
he,  it  was  said,  having  been  brought  up  by  the  side 
of  the  emperor,  and  in  the  same  school,  and  illus- 
trious for  hi.s  military  talents,  was  more  worthy 
than  any  other  person  could  be  to  be  charged  with 
so  precious  a deposit,  and  to  transmit  it  into  the 
hands  of  his.  imperial  majesty. 

In  spite  of  the  patroles  and  rounds,  and  military 
government,  the  suspicions  of  the  people  began  to 
manifest  them.selves  more  and  more,  and  tlieir  poor 
Prince  was  compelled,  while  he  concealed  his  ovv^n 
fears,  to  exert  his  -authority  for  suppressing  theirs. 
By  a new  edict,  (April  3)  it  was  enacted  that  no 
■-^uors  should  be  sold  after  eight  in  the  evening; 


master  manufacturers  and  tradesmen  were  ordered 
to  give  notice  to  the  police  if  any  of  their  workmen 
or  apprentices  absented  themselves  from  their  w'ork; 
fathers  were  enjoined  to  keep  their  children  and  do- 
mestics at  home,  and  the  old  assurance  W'as  repeat- 
ed, that  the  intention  of  the  French  accorded  with 
the  view's  of  the  government. 

(to  be  coxtixueb.) 
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MEXICO,  OR  NEW  SPAIN. 

Continued  from  page  16.  J 
It  is  a received  opinion  that  the  environs  of  the 
city  of  Mexico,  were  formerly  more  populous  than 
at  present — but,  though  our  author  admits  that  the 
cruelties  of  the  Spaniards  carried  many  thousands 
of  Indians  to  an  untimely  grave,  yet  he  considers  it 
the  height  of  absurdity  to  trust  to  the  fabulous  ac- 
counts of  the  conquei’or^  of  the  country,  who,  to 
trumpet  their  own  exploits,  greatly  exaggerated 
the  facts  connected  with  them,  for  their  own  glory. 
In  1794  an  enumeration  of  the  people  was  attempted 
by  the  vice  ro)'^  Revillagigedo,  but  not  completed  in 
the  two  intendancies  of  Guadalaxara  and  Vera  Gruz, 
and  in  the  small  province  of  Cohahuila.  The  fol- 
lowing table  was  formed  on  this  occasion: 


POPULATION. 


governments  in 


Mexico 

Puebla 

Tlascala  - 

Oaxaca 

V alladolid 

Guanaxuato 

San  Luis  Potosi 

Zacatecas 

Durango 

Sonora 

Nuevo  Mexico 
Tlie  two  Californias 
Yucatan  - 


deduced  from  the  enumeration 
of  1793 

In  a report  to  the  king,  count 
de  Revillagigedo  estimated  the 
intendanct'  of  Guadalnxara  at 
Inhabitants  485,000Y 

Intendancy  of  Vera-  »| 

Cruz,  at  120,000  y 

Province  of  Cahahu- 

ila,  at  13,000 


1 Of  the  in- 
'^tendancies 
& govern- 
ments. 

Of  the 
capitals. 

1,162,886 

112,926 

566,443 

52,717 

59,177 

3,357 

411,366 

19,069 

289,314 

17,093 

397,924 

32,098 

242,280 

8,571 

118,027 

25,495 

122,866 

11,027 

93.396 

30^953 

12,666 

358,261 

28,392 

3,865,529 

Approximative  result  of  the  e- 
numeration  in  1793 


618,000 


4,483,529  inhab. 


Various  causes  combined  to  render  this  enume- 
ration incomplete — The  Indians  estimated  at  four 
millions,  apprehending  some  new  exaction,  would 
not  make  complete  returns — and  oui’  author  sup- 
poses the  real  amoimt  of  population  in  1793  w'as 
considerably  greater.  From  the  data  laid  dow'n  by 
him  it  is  probable  the  present  number  of  inhabitants 
in  Mexico  is  7 millions,  the  Indian.s  forming  about 
three  fifths  of  the  whole.  Our  aiitlior  gives  us  ali.st 
of  eleven  places,  situate  in  very  different  parts  of  tlie 
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<rountn%  from  wliich  he  obtained  regular  returns  of  neat  taste  in  gardening,  and  uncommon  attachment 
the  births  and  deaths,  the  mean  term  of  which  ap- , to  the  cultivation  of  flowers  and  odoriferous  plants. 
Beared  to  be  183  to  100—but  he  is  inclined  to  be-  They  are,  perhaps,  at  this  time,  the  best  gardeners 
Ueve  the  general  average  of  the  whole  territory  ‘ in  the  world,  and  the  great  market-place  of  Mexico 
should  be  estimated  at  170  births  to  100  deaths.  He^is  beautifully  ornamented  by  flowers,  each  of  the 


says  that  in  the  United  States,  generally,  it  is  as 
201  to  100.* 

The  small  pox  has  committed  dreadful  ravages  in 


market  people  being  “seated  in  an  entrenchment  of 
verdui*e.”  The  effect  is  delightful. 

The  Indians  seem  to  have  been  exceedingly  de- 


Mexico— in  the  chief  city  alone  9000  persons  perish-  j pressed  by  their  own  monarchical  government.  They 
ed  with  it  in  1779.  But  great  exertions  have  been  had  a numerous  and  rapacious  nobility,  whose  de- 
made  to  introduce  a general  innoculation  with  the  I scendants  at  this  day,  trusted  with  a little  “brief  au- 
vaccine  matter,  and  hopes  are  entertained  of  eradi- ! thority”  by  the  Spaniards,  are  more  cmel  and  tyran 


eating  the  disease.  The  benefits  of  this  remedy  were 
long  known  to  the  country  people  among  the  Peru- 
vian Andes,  though  they  never  thought  of  innocula- 
tion. There  is  a dreadful  disease  in  Mexico  peculiar 


nical  than  the  Spaniards  themselves.  The  emperor, 
nobility  and  clergy  possessed  all  their  fertile  lands; 
and  in  some  districts  this  monopoly  siiil  exists.—* 
The  conquest  of  tlie  Spaniards,  though  productive 


to  the  Indians,  called  the  matlaxahitatl  It  never  at-  of  many  dreadful  calamities,  was  not,  (all  things 
tacks  white  people— it  bears  some  analogy  to  the  j considered)  so  grievous  as  has-been  generally  sup 
yellow  fever,  and  is  termed  a plague  by  the  Spaniards. ' ^ ^ t„  j 

It  fortunately  appears  but  seldom,  sometimes  not 
more  than  once  in  a century;  but  in  1545, 800,000  In- 
dians are  mid  to  have  died  of  it,  and  in  1576,  more 
than  2,000,000.  It  has  not  prevailed  for  many  years. 

The  black  vomit,  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to 
the  whites  on  the  coasts,  and  seldom  attacks  the 
Indians.  ' 

They  reckon  seven  races  in  the  Mexican  popula- 
tion, as  in  all  the  Spanish  colonies.  1.  Individuals 
born  in  Europe;  2.  Spanish  Creoles,  or  whites  of 
European  extraction,  born  in  Amevica;  3.  The  Mes- 
tizos, descendants  of  whites  and  Indians;  4.  The 
Mulattoes,  descendants  of  whites  and  negroes;  5. 

The  Zambosy  descendants  of  negroes  and  Indians; 

6.  The  Indians,  the  indigenous  race;  7.  The  Afri- 
can negroes.  Besides  these  there  are  many  indivi- 
duals of  Asiatic  origin,  both  Chinese  and  Malays. 

Two  millions  and  ahalf  of  the  population  are  Indians 
unmixed  with  any  other  race.  Guanaxuato,  V allado- 
lid,  Peubla  and  Oaxaca  have,  in  all,  1,737,000  inha- 
bitants of  whom  1,073,000  are  Indians,  who  have  a 
great  variety  of  languages,  and  appear  to  be  “com- 
posed of  very  heterogeneous  elements-”  The  num- 
ber of  the  languages  exceeds  twenty,  fourteen  of 
which  have  grammars  and  dictionaries  tolerably 
•complete;  they  are  represented  “to  be  as  different 
from  each  other  as  the  Greek  and  the  German,  or 
the  French  and  the  Polish.”  The  Mexican  or  Atzec^ 


posed.  Tliepresent  state  of  the  Indians  appears  pre* 
ferable  to  their  situation  under  Montezuma,  the  Mi- 
ra being  abolished,  and  no  person  compelled  to  la- 
bor in  me  mines,  as  formerlj?^,  except  of  his  own 
freewill;  for  which  he  receives  wages.  Some  of 
the  Indian  families  are  very  wealthy,  possessing  pro- 
perties worth  from  148  to  185,000  ^ — (800,000  to 

1.000. 000  of  livres)  and  enjoy  great  consideration 
among  the  tributary  Indians,  who  are  generally 
poor,  wretched  and  miserable,-  They  have  some- 
times been  led  to  insurrection,  but  depressed  by 
servitude,  appear  to  want  corn-age  to  persevere  in 
their  plans . 

The  number  of  individuals  of  whom  the  white 
race  is  composed  is  estimated  to  be  1,200,000 — of 
whoiii  about  80,000  are  said  to  be  natives  of  Europe. 
There  are  very  few  negre  slaves  in  Mexico.  The 
individuals  of  mixed  blood  are  said  to  amount  to 

2.400.000.  Males  are  more  numerous  than  females. 
There  is  one  arch-bishop  and  seven  bishops  in 

Mexico.  The  revenue  of  the  first  is  estimated  at 

120.000  ^ per  annum f the  bishops  receive  from 

100.000  as  low  as  6,000 — these  eight  persons  enjoy 
about  524,000  % per  annum.  The  inferior  clergy 
are  numei-ous.  The  lands  and  other  so\irces  of  pj-ofit 
to  the  clencal  order  in  New  Spain,  is  valued  as  a 
capital  of  from  60  to  70  millions  of  dollars. 

Mexico  has  been  several  times  divided  into  pro- 
vinces, according  to  tlie  different  views  of  the  Spa- 


iong'ed  to  the  conquerors  of  the  country,  and  been 
imposed  upon  the  people  for  a long  series  of  years. 
**The  Indians  bear  a general  resemblance  to  those 
who  inhabit  Canada,  Florida,  Peru  and  Brasil.”— 
All  of  them,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  capital, 
wear  small  mustaches.  They  live  to  an  advanced 
age,  and  are  capable  of  excessive  fatigue,  as  is  full} 
proved  by  the  requisitions  of  the  Spaniards.  Few  of 
them  are  deformed  in  their  limbs. — Martin  Salme- 
ron,  the  Mexican  giant,  was  7 feet  3 1-2  inches  higli. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  the  Mexicans 
had  made  considerable  pi-ogress  in  the  arts  and 
sciences,  as  a notice  of  the  antiquities  of  the  country 
will  shew.  Some  of  their  temples  and  palaces  were 
magnificent  structures,  of  wood  and  stone,  and 
they  had  a correct  knowledge  of  the  duration  of  the 
year,  \yhich  they  divided  into  months.  The  con- 
verts to  the  Christian  religion  practise  in  their  de 
votions  many  remains  of  their  ancient  worship. 

The  natives  have  long  been  celebrated  for  their 


* In  France  there  are  110  births  to  100  deaths — In 
England,  120  to  100 — In  Sweden,  130  to  100 — In 
Finland,  150  to  100 — In  Russia,  generally  166  to  100 
• — In  west  Prussia,  180  to  100 — In  the  U.  States, 
(State  of  New-Jersey)  300  to  IQO.— Humboldt. 


language  is  most  generally  diffused;  it  hav^g  be-  their  deputies;  and  the  presetit 

’ ‘ ■>  - divisions,  though establrshed  in  1776, were  generally 

unknown  till  thfftravels  of  Humboldt  appeared. 

There  are  at  this  'tlpaejl^  intendancies,,  to  which 
must  be  added  three  otheP  districts  denominated 
provinces,  making  in  all  15  aivisi<)ns-ras  follows: 
Under  the  temperate  Zone — the  prot^ce  of  JVety- 
JJiea’^co— and  intendancy  of  JVew  Biscay , with  the 
provinces  of  old  and  new  California,  anu^t^  mten- 
danc.es  of  Sonora,  and  San  Louis  Potosi.  Tlii^Sec- 
tion  of  the  country,  contains  82,000  square  leagHes, 
677,000  inhabitants,  or  only  eight  persons  to  a 
square  league. 

Under  the  torrid  Zone  are  the  intendancies  of  Za- 
catecas, Guadalaxara,  (hianauato,  Valladolid,  Mexi- 
co, La  Puebla,  Vera  Cruz,  Oaxaca,  and  Merida, 
containing  36,500  square  leagues,  wilh  a population 
of  5,160,000  souls,  or  141  inhabitants  to  the  square 
league. 

From  which  it  appears  that  nearly  seven -eighties 
of  the  inhabitants  live  under  the  torrid  Zone — but 
four-fifths  of  those  who  inhabit  the  equinoctial  parts 
of  Mexico,  live  on  the  ridge  of  the  Cordillera,  or 
table  lands,  whose  height  above  the  sea  is  from  5000 
to  7000  feet.  The  inequality  of  these  divisions,  as 
well  in  respect  to  extent  of  country  as  population, 
&c.  wUl  appear  from  the  following  notices  of  each. 
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The  intendancy  of  Mexico^  extends  from  the  16® 
34’  to  the  21®  57’  of  North  latitude,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  San  Louis  Potosi,  on  the  west  by  Guanax- 
uato  and  Valladolid,  and  on  the  east  by  Vera  Cruz 
and  La  Puebla.  On  the  south  it  has  a sea  coast  of 
92  leagues.  Its  greatest  length  is  136  leagues,  its 
greatest  breath  is  92  leagues — its  content,  5,927 
square  leagues;  its  population  in  1803,  1,511,800 
souls,  thus  having  255  persons  to  the  square  league. 
The  gi’eater  part  of  this  intendancy  is  mountainous, 
in  which  are  the  immense  plains  mentioned  above. 

Tiie  city  of  Mexico  stands  in  a valley,  supposed 
to  have  been  the  bed  of  a great  salt  lake,  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  stupendous  mountains  as  with  a wall. 
The  valley,  elevated  7,479  feet  above  the  level  of  tlie 
sea,  is  about  67  leagues  in  circumference,  contain- 
ing several  small  lakes,  near  one  of  which  stands  the 
famous  capital  city  of  the  country.  Prom  being  so 
long  accustomed  to  hear  Mexico  spoken  of  as  a city 


There  are  five  lakes  in  the  valley  of  Mexico;  the 
largest  is  called  Tczcuco,  near  which  the  city  stands. 
Surrounded  as  this  valley  is  by  mountains,  the  most 
dreadful  inundations  are  sometimes  experienced; 
and  it  is  astonishing  to  i-ead  of  the  great  work* 
effected  by  the  Mexicans  to  carry  off  the  surplus  wa- 
ters; in  which,  though  they  deserved  success  from 
the  magnitude  of  the  attempt,  they  have  failed  from 
the  more  powerful  operations  of  nature,  in  propelling 
the  waters  to  their  destruction,  or  causing  the  eai-th 
on  the  sides  of  their  prodigious  dykes  to  fall  in  and 
fill  them  i^.  But  the  valley  now  is  partially  pi-o- 
tected  from  inundation  by  the  joint  labors  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians. 

Mexico  is  at  this  time  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
cities  in  the  world,  cliiefly  built  of  stone,  with  streets 
crossing  each  other  in  right  angles,  having  mune- 
rous  canals  through  which  are  seen  passing  thou- 
sands of  boats  laden  with  fruits,  plants  and  flowei-s. 


built  in  the  middleofalake,  we  were  rather  surprised  and  the  various  species  of  merchandize.  The 
at  Humboldt’s  declaration,  that,  instead  of  being  palaces  of  the  viceroys  and  archbishop,  the  cathe- 


surrounded  by  water,  it  is  a considerable  distance 


It  is  admitted  that  Mexico  was  houses  of  the  wealthy,  will  bear  a comparison 


from  it.- 

surroundcd  bywa^er,  but  the  waters  of  the  lake 
Tezcuco  have  greatly  dimmished,  and  are  annui/ily 
decreasing.  Cortez^  in  his  account  of  this  c^ty, 
“the  residence  of  the  great  lord  Montezuma’’  de- 
scribed it  as  “situate  in  the  midst  of  a large  salt  lake, 
having  tides  like  the  sea” — “from  the  city  to  the 
“continent”  says  he,  “there  are  two  leagues 
“whichever  way  we  may  wish  to  enter.  Four 
“dykes  lead  to  the  city;  they  are  made  by  the  hand 
“of  man — the  city  is  as  large  as  Seville  or  Cordo- 
“va.’' — Of  the  stree  ts — “some  are  half  dry  and  half 
“occupied  by  navigable  canals,  furnished  with  well 

“constructed  wooden  bridges.” ^The  market 

“place  “twice  as  large  as  that  of  Seville,  is  sur- 
“rounded  with  an  immense  portico,  under  which 
“are  exposed  for  sale  all  sorts  of  merchandize,  eata- 
“bles,  ornaments  of  gold,  silver,  (&c.)  delft  ware, 

“leather  and  spun  cotton There  are  lanes  for 

“game,  otliers  for  roots  and  garden  fruits — there 
'‘are  houses  where  barbers  shave  the  head — and 
“houses  where  drink  is  sold — to  avoid  confusion, 
“every  species  of  merchandize  is  sold  in  a separate 
“laiie” — to  see  justice  was  done  in  the- market,  and 
to  detect  false  measures,  &c.  several  persons  whose 
duties  were  similar  to  those  of  the  present  clerks  of 
the  markets  in  tiie  cities  of  the  Uni  ed  States,  were 


dnd,  the  churches  and  other  public  buildings  and 


with  those  of  any  other  city.  The  edifice  destined 
for  the  school  of  Mines  cost  nearly  Jg600,000,  and, 
as  our  author  says,  would  adorn  the  principal  places 
of  Paris  or  London.  “The  cathedral,  an  immense 
eflifice  was  60  years  in  building'.  The  grand  altar 
alone  cost  §50,000 — the  chalice  for  common  use, 
cost  §11,000 — the  image  ofthe  virgin  of  pure  silver, 
is  adorned  with  precious  stones  valued  at  §30,000 
the  revenue  of  the  cathedral  is  §200,000 per  annum. 
Many  of  the  churches  are  grand  and  higlrly  oi  na- 
mented  with  a profusion  of  the  most  costly  materi- 
als. . The  academy  of  the  fine  arts^  where  are  casts 
of  the  mo$t  celebrated  sculptures  in  Europe,  is  a 
noble  institution  well  provided  for.  The  hospitals 
are  good  edifices  and  richly  endowed — the  great 
mal'fct  place  is  well  worthy  of  notice,  and  so  is  the 
treasury  a building  from  which  have  been  paid, 
says  our  author,  from  the  beginning  ofthe  16th  cen- 
tury, a sum  more  than  equal  to  l,354,27J,000dollai-s. 
The  street  called  Plaieria^  which  is  chiefly  inhabi- 
ted by  artificers  in  the  precious  metals  and  stones, 
exhibits  a most  magnificent  spectacle — every  win- 
dow displaying  a vast  variety  of  gold  and  silver  or- 
naments and  utensils,  with  pearls,  rubies  and  jewels 
of  every  description  and  fashion.  There  are  several 
convents — the  great  convent  of  St.  Francis  is  par- 
ppohrted  and  constantly  employed  in  passingj  ,ticularly  distinguished,  which  from  alms  alone  pos- 


through  the  crowd. From  this  viepHs^*  tiie  city 

of  Mexico  a tolerable  idea  may"  be  formed  of  the 
existing  state  of  the  people^  and4lieir  knowledge  in, 

the  arts. The  histojj^ltlm  original  settlement 

of  this  place,  as  deriv^  from  the  best  authority,  is 
highly  inter'^^g,  bejf  being  foreign  m our  present 
object  is  or|(itted-nere.  Tue  Mzeesy  as  the  ancient 
founders  o|  the  empii-e  were  called,  were  said  to  be 
direct<^,j,G  the  spot  by  tue  oracle  of  Aztlan — they 
first  jji^ted  a temple  of  wood,  and  built  ihe  city 
roy,nd  it;  but  they  af  erwards  erected  a spacious  and 
superb  building  of  stone,  ofa  pyramidal  form,  121 
feet  high,  having  a base  318  feet  long.  Many  mon- 
uments  of  their  labours  are  still  exiting — they  were 


esseS'.an  annual  revenue  of  §90,000.  There  are 
many  other  things  worthy  of  note,  but  the  forego- 
ing may  be  sufficient  to  give  a general  idea  of  them. 
(It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  the  old  city  was 
lestroyed  by  the  Spaniards;  and  that  tlie  present 
vas  erec.ed  on  the  same  spot — the  cathedral  occu- 
pies the  space  formerly  hela  by  the  great  Mexican 
temple.) 

According  to  the  most  recent  and  least  uncertain 
data,  the  Baron  Humboldt  was  induced  thus  t® 
slate  the  population  of  Mexico,  in  1803. — White 
Eui'opeans,  2,500— ^white  creoles,  65,000 — indige- 
nous, 33, 000 — Mestizoes,  26,500 — M dattoes,  10,000 
— total  137,000.  In  the  23  male  convents,  there 


Well  acquainted  With  mechanics,  as  the  immense  were  nearly  1,209  in'^  ividuals — in  the  15  female 


rocivs,  broughi  from  the  contment,*  and  used  in 
tlieir  works  certainly  prove.  A carved  rock  has 
been  discovered  22  feet  loiig,  19  broad  and  9 feet 
deep,  which  the  Spaniards  in  vain  endeav'oied  to 
remove.  Tiie  stone  of  the 
aboui.  300  cubic  feet. 


convents  abouc  2,100 — tlie  secular  ecclesiastics  arc 
between  5 and  600. 

Mex.co  is  supplied  with  excellent  water  by  means 
of  aqueducts  from  the  springs  in  the  mountains.— 
sacrifice*  contained  i 'f  here  are  tw.i  aqueducis;  one  of  them  is  33,464 
icet,  say'  six  miles  lon.g.  Ii  has  an  abundance  of 


provisions;  tlie  followin 


* rae  reader  will  recollect  that 
island. 


jde  lierahigegedo 


o curious  e.stimave  of  llieir 
was  di'u wn  up  by  order  of  the  Count 


in  1791.  Eatueles — -Bt 
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. 15  300-^alves,  450 — Sheep,  278,923 — Ho.^s, 
5Q’57’5_Kids  and  rabbits,  24,000^ — Fowls,  1,255,34:  - 
— bucks,  125,000— Turkeys,  205,000— Pigeons, 

55  300 Partridges,  140,000,  with  proportionate 

quantities  of  maize,  barley”  and  flour.  A fermented 
liquor  called  pulqxie,  is  the  common  drink  of  the 
people;  they  are  said  to  consume  44  millions  of 
bottles  per  annum,  each  bottle  containing  about  58 
cubit  inches — they  also  drink  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  wine,  brandy,  &c.  and  destroy  near  50  millions 
of  pounds  of  bread  every  year. 

Our  author  next  gives  a long  nan'ative  of  the 
inimdations  Mexico  has  suffered,  and  a detailed 
account  of  the  great  dykes  tliat  are  cut  through  the 
mountains  to  carry  off  the  surplus  waters.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  the  city  seems  now  pretty  well  protected 
against  similar  calamities,  effected  at  an  enormous 
expense — of  nearly  6 millions  of  dollars.  The 
last  inundation  was  in  1764;— in  1803  additional 
works  were  commenced  to  render  it  perfectly  safe. 

The  great  height  of  Mexico  above  the  sea  forever 
forbids  the  hope  of  possessing  a water  communica- 
tion. It  is  the  emporium  of  an  immense  com- 
merce; but  every  thing  must  be  transported  to  and 
from  it  on  the  backs  of  men  and  animals  over  the 
mountains. 

We  cannot  consider  this  account  of  Mexico 
complete  without  noticing  the  floating  gardens  with 
which  the  lakes  are  filled,  and  from  whence  the 
market  derives  its  chief  supply  of  vegetables,  roots, 
fruits  and  flowers.  They  are  formed  of  reeds,  rushes 
and  branches  of  brushwood,  strongly  united;  over 
which  tlie  Indians  cast  a fine  black  mould,  or  mud 
drawn  from  the  bottom  of  the  lakes.  They  are 
generally  about  300  feet  in  length,  and  from  1 6 to 
20  broad,  and  are  moved  about  at  pleasure. 

The  other  chief  places  in  the  intendancy  of  Mex- 
ico are — Tezcuco,  which  formerly  possessed  conside- 
rable cotton  manufactories — Acapulco,  an  excellent 
sea  port  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  the  ^eat  empo- 
rium of  the  trade  to  Asia,  Peru,  Chili,  &c.  is  a 
miserable  and  unhealthy  town,  and  has  an  habitual 
population  of  only  4C*'0  souls,  chiefly  people  of 
color.  Queretaro,  celebrated  for  the  beauty  of 
its  aqueducts,  fine  edifices  and  cloth  manufactures, 
has  35,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  between  11  and  12 
thousand  are  Indians. 


TO  BE  COXTIirUEm 


Miscellaneous  Intelligence- 

Philosophical,  Literary,  Political, 

AtrsTHTAX  Literature. — The  periodical  works 
published  in  Austria  continue  increasing:  and 
among  those  which  are  now  publishing  are  many 
of  great  merit.  Literaiy  criticism  is  pursued  with 
great  success  in  the  “annals  of  literature  and 
the  Arts,”  by  Mr.  Glatz,  councellor  of  the  Protes- 
tant Consistory;  excellent  articles  of  statistics 
appear  in  the  “Patriotic  Journal,”  of  which  M. 
Hormayi*  is  the  principal  editor;  as  he  is  also  of 
the  “Archives  of  Geography,  History,  Statistics 
and  Arms.”  There  are  some  military  journals  in 
high  repute.  Several  journals  are  devoted  entirely 
to  the  belles  lettres. 

ViENHA.  Finance — ^It  is  said  that  this  government 
proposed  in  the  first  months  of  this  year,  to  put  20 
millions  of  money  into  circulation.  By  thcvse 
means  v/hich  the  Austrian  monarchy  still  possesses' 
after  so  long  and  so  unfortunate  a war,  and  by  the 
daily  augmentalio\i  of  their  national  industr}'-,  they 
hope  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  miserable 
situation  in  which  they  have  been  placed  by  their 
commercial  operations  with  foreign  countries. 


It  was  under  the  consideration  of  government  tq 
suppress  all  companies  and  corporations  of  trades, 
and  to  leave  every  individual  to  the  free  exercise  of 
his  profession.  The  determination  of  this  question 
is  not  known. 

Statistics. — According  to  the  enumeration  made 
• for  the  pm’pose  of  the  conscription,  the  actual 
populatimi  of  this  capital  amounts  to  224,54®  inlia-- 
bitants,  among  which  are  enumerated  4,128  nobles  ' 
(416  fewer  than  in  1808)  4,623  ecclesiastics  (140 
fewer  than  in  1808)  4,623  placemen  (58  more  than 
in  1808)  10,220  artizi  ms,  workmen  and  artists 
(1,*  25  more  than  in  1808.)  The  number  of  houses 
since  1808  is  increased  92:  since  1785  it  -s  increased 
1,414.  The  number  of  families  is  diminished  3,185 
since  1808.  Notwitstanding  this  diminuation, 
lodgings  containing  2 or  3 rooms  are  much  scarcer 
than  m 1808;  and  the  price  is  doubled  or  trebled. 
This  scarcity  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  number  of 
strangers,  for  that  is  diminished  6,863  since  1808. 
In  1785  a population  of  217,967  persons  occupied 
only  5,607  houses;  in  1810  the  houses  occupied  by 
206,400  persons  are  7,021  of  which  several  have 
been  heightened  one  or  more  stories.  Lbdg'ing  is  so 
very  dem'  and  scarce  that  some  cannot  obtain  it.— 
Three  times  have  the  populace,  broke  the  windows 
of  a rich  proprietor  of  a house  who  demanded  an 
excessive  price  for  the  rents  of  it.  The  number  of 
horses  in  Vienna  is  4,025:  of  dogs  nearly  30,000. 

Fducation. — The  Emperor  had  commanded  a 
learned  Jew,  M.  Hertz  Hombourg,  to  compose  a 
book  of  morals,  particurlarly  appropriate  to  the 
situation  of  the  Jewish  hation,  and:  in  which  the 
maxims  of  a souhd  philosophy  were  supported  by 
passages  from  all  the  old  Testament.  M.  Hom- 
bourg’s  book  entitled  Beni  Zion,  has  recently  been 
approved  by  the  Commissioners  of  studies,  and  will 
be  introduced  into  the  Jewish  schools.  M.  Hum- 
bourg  has  received  from  the  Emperor  a present  of 
1,000  florins,  and  he  will  also  be  entitled  to  the  pay- 
ment of  iwo  per  cent,  of  the  produce  of  the  sale  of 
his  book. 

Bohemia — The  number  of  Births  and  Deaths  hi  _ 
the  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  for  1 year,  has  been 
134,631  of  which  69,909  were  boys;  and  64,742 
girls.  The  number  of  deaths  w^as  115,630;  births 
more  than  deaths  19,021. 

China — Tiie  Pirates,  who  so  long  infested  the 
S.  W.  parts  of  the  coast  of  China,  have  at  length 
surrendered  themselves  to  the  government  of  the 
proyiap^^  Canton.  A general  amnesty  was  grant- 
ed them  by  the.  Viceroy;  and  upon  their  surrender 
they  were  recei'Pbd  with  marks  of  favor  and  honor» 
and  taken  into  the  eThp|j|^j^)f  government! 

Denmark — The  Paper  mQney  of  this  government 
is  at  this  time  at  the  rate  of  ,5  for  j^or  bills  nego- 
tiable in  England. 

France. — Literary  Property — The  ’^Georgiques 
of  M.  Delille  in  the  course  of  their  sale^^uring  40 
years,  have  made  the  fortunes  of  a whole  faitiijy,  and 
have  been  circulated,  throughout  the  literary  worlds 
to  the  number  of  200,000  copies.  They  have  lately 
been  sold  by  auction  to  Messrs.  Michaud,  printers 
and  booksellers,  for  25,000  francs  (about  5^00  d{)lls.) 

Sea  Tyger — There  is  now  exhibiting  in  Paris  a - 
curious  and  rare  fish,  described  by  Buffbn  in  his 
Natural  History,  Vol.  26th,  under  the  name  of  Sea 
Tyger:  it  was  caught  in  the  North  Sea,  on  the 
'coast  of  Norway.  It  measures  5 feet  in  length,  and  ■- 
nearly  3 in  circumference.  It  feeds  on  fish,  knows 
its  master,  and  rises  out  of  the  water  when  com- 
manded. [So  say  the  Paris  papers.  It  is  probably” 
noth  ing  more  than  a large  specimen  of  the  Seal,  oi’ 
Phocakind.]  ^ 
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— Substitutes  for  Conscripts  forbidden 
General  direction  of  the  Police  in  Holland.  “As- 
sociations havins^  been  framed  at  Amsterdam  and 
many  other  towns  and  villag'es  in  the  departments 
of  Holland,  in  order  to  furnish  Substitutes  for  such 
conscripts  as  may  be  drawn  by  lot,  his  Serene  Hig’h- 
ness  and  the  Prince  Governor  General  having  been 
informed  of  them,  orders  me  to  make  known  that 
he  cannot  tolerate  them.  He  considers  these  asso- 
ciations but  as  speculations  equally  injurious  to  the 
interest  of  the  State,  as  to  those  individuals.  The 
substitutes  must,  as  in  the  rest  of  the  Empire,  be 
by  mutual  consent.  Thus,  while  each  considers  it 
as  an  honor  to  offer  for  his  substitute  a man  worthy 
of  entering'  into  the  ranks  of  the  army^  he  also  takes 
care,  without  merely  considering-  his  interest,  that 
no  association  shall  be  the  consequence,  liowever 
laudable  his  intentions. 

DUTERRAGE.” 

[The  following  ought  to  have  been  inserted  among 
the  items  hkdecl  “British  Statistics”— the  omis- 
sion \V^as  not  observed  until  too  late  to  put  it  in 
its  proper  place  on  account  of  the  table  which 
follows,  without  deranging  the  whole  paper:] 
British  navy,  1811 — whole  number  of  arm- 
ed vessels  - 1,042 

In  commission  - - - - 719 

ordinary  and  repairing  - - - 261 

Building 62 

Those  in  commission  are — 150  of  the  line; 

22  of  50’s  and  44’s;  164  frigates;  134 
sloops  and  yachts;  4 bombs  and  fire- 
ships; 135  brigs;  32  cutters;  78  gun 
vessels  - - - - - 719  ^ 

Those  in  ordinary  are — 65  of  the  line;  11 
of  50’s  and  44’s;  64  frigates;  60  sloops 
and  yaciits;  8 bombs  and  fire-ships;  48 
brigs;  5 g'un  vessels  - - - 261 

Those  building  are — 39  of  the  line;  2 of 
50’s;  19  frigates;  2 sloop  and  yacht  62 


Agricultural. 

Hessian  Flies — These  flies  have  so  spread  them- 
selves over  tl»e  whole  of  this  northern  country,  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  the  farmer  can  raise  any  wheat; 
much  has  been  said  and  done  to  effect  means  Avliere- 
, by  they  may  be  kept  out  of  the  grain;  but  as  noth- 
ing has  ever  as  yet  proved  effectual,  I sh^  endeavor 
(from  my  experience)  to  inform  evei-y  farmer  in 
what  way  he  may  dispose  hims^f  of  those,  his  un- 
friendly neighbors;  and  ;*n^,d^ean  to  apply  to  the 
government  of  this  stat^for  a premium,  it  is  hoped 
Uiat  every  aermultural  man  will  make  a trial  of  the 
method  whic^^sbail'  give,  and  give  their  satisfac- 
tion accordingly. 

This  ^ .blows,,  or  lays  the  eggs  or  nits  in  the 
wheat  ^s^ile  it  is  in  blossom,  and  these  continue 
dormimt  until  the  grain  is  sowed,  and  then  it  comes 
up  with  the  wheat  and  is  always  discovered  in  tlie 
first'  joint,  where  it  is  impossible  for  the  fly  to  de- 
, iidslt.  The  method  to  destroy  or  prevent  this  fly 
• from  getting  in  the  wheat  is  as  follows:  Soak  the 
wheat  in  weak  lye  or  lime  water,  brine  or  chambev- 
lye,  m:my  things  will  answer  this  purpose,  such  as’ 
soaking  the  grain  all  winter  , in  baskets — Care 
i should  be  taken  that  the  gi’ain  be  not  soaked  too 
long  so  as  to  kill  it.  Should  any  farmer  want  any 
. information  which  I can  give,  all  letters  post  paid 
will  be  attended  to  with  pleasure.  / 

GILBERT  BROWNE. 

JVew-York,  Sth  mo.  29,  1811. 


Astronomical. 

THE  SUN  ECLIPSED. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Wm.  Lambert,  Esq.  dated  at 
Washington  City,  to  a gentleman  at  Richmond,  Va. 
“A  singular  phenomenon  will  take  place  at  Rich- 
mond, on  the  17th  September,  1811:  The  Sun  will 
be  annularly  and  very  nearly  centrally  eclipsed  by 
the  Moon,  at  2h.  5 i-2m.  P M.  appai-ent  or  solar 
time.  What  is  meant  by  an  annular  eclipse,  is  that 
the  apparent  or  visible  diameter  of  the  Sun  will  on 
th:it  day,  be  lai’ger  than  the  Moon’s,  and  a ring  of 
light  will  appeal’  round  tire  dark  body  of  the  Moon 
(from  Avhich  the  name  or  designation  is  derived)  at 
all  places  where  the  eclipse  will  be  central  or  nearly 
so.  In  latitude  37, 35, 44,  and  longitude  77,  21, 25, 
west  of  GreeiiAvich,  tvhich  is  very  nearly  the  geo- 
gi'aphical  position  of  Richmond,  I make  the  eclipse 
to  be  central,  when  the  apparent  time  at  Greenwich 
will  be  7h.  15m.  P.  M.  The  cencre  of  the  Moon’s 
shadow  will  pass  from  the  north  west  to  the  south 
east,  and  go  off'  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  near  Ocracock 
inlet,  in  North  Carolina.  If  the  weather  should 
prove  favorable  for  observation,  this  eclipse  will 
afford  one  of  the  best  means  of  ascertaining  the  lon- 
gitude with  precision  in  different  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  beginning  and  end  ought  to  be  ob- 
served with  tlie  greatest  possible  accuracy,  by  a 
watch  or  clock  beating-  or  shewing  seconds,  and  the 
error  of  the  watch  ibr  apparent  or  solar  time  should 
be  carefully  ascertained  by  several  sets  of  altitudes 
of  the  Sun,  taken  with  good  sextants  or  quadrants, 
the  former  being  preferable.  No  opportunity  of 
this  kind  should  be  lost,  whenever  it  happens,  for 
such  iueans  occur  but  seldom,  and  a nobler  and 
more  important  use  should  be  made  of  them  than 
merely  as  an  object  of  curiosity.  The  correct  solar 
time  of  the  beginning  and  end  is  ail  th-at  is  wanting 
for  the  calculation,  provided  the  lathude  of  the 
place  sliall  liave  been  previously  ascertained  with 
sufficient  accuracy.” 

THE  BEGGAR— SoxNET, 

[Poetry,  the  offspring  of  sensibility  and  feeling, 
when  regulated  by  good  taste,  and  controled  by 
judgment,  possesses  a charm,  which  penetrates 
the  i)osom  of  the  reader,  though  he  may  know  no 
more  of  the  parties  with  wliom  he  sympathises 
than  he  leanis  from  the  verses  under  his  perusal; 
while^haroctcrs  also  drawn  from  life  with  discri- 
mination, delight  by  their  vigor  and  fancy.] 

Of  late  1 sawliim  on  his  staff  reclin’d, 

Row’d  down  beneath  a weary  weight  of  woes. 
Without  a roof  to  shelter  from  the  wind 

His  head,  all  hoar  with  many  a winter’s  snows. 
All  tremliling’  he  approach’d;  he  strove  to  speak; 

The  voice  of  misery  scarce  my  ear  assail’d; 

A flood  of  sorrow  swept  his  furrowed  cheek. 
Remembrance  check’d  him  & his  utt’rance  fail’d; 
For  he  had  known  full  many  a better  day; 

And  when  the  ])oor  man  at  his  tlireshold  bent, 

He  drove  not  with  acKing  heart  away. 

Rut  freely  shar’d  what  providence  had  sent. 

How  hard  for  him,  the  stranger’-s  boon  to  crave. 
And  live  to  want  the  mite  his  bounty  gave! 

WASHING  COLORS  FOR  LADIES’  WEAR. 
“Your  cottons, ’’.said  Flavia,  “are  cheating  vile  trash! 
“See!  the  colors  are  gone,  though  you  said  they 
[ “would  wash!” 

“"Yes,  madam,”  tlie  shopkeeper  answered — no  doubt, 
“I  said  tl'.ev  would  wash,  but  I meaiLt  they’d  wasft 
out.'’*  ' GERRO. 
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The  Chronicle. 


Foreign.  Intelligence.  The  report  given  in  the  last 
Reoistkr,  that  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  had  been  dis- 
patched for  our  coast  with  a squadron  of  ships^  8cc. 
iij  contradicted  by  later  accounts  from  London;  we 
have  news  from  that  city  of  the  27  th  of  July.  The 
king  of  England  was  not  dead,  but  there  appeared 
every  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  not  live  many 
days.  He  was  completely  insane!  and  for  fit ty  four 
hours  neither  closed  his  eyes,  took  any  aliment,  or 
for  one  moment  ceased  talking  with  incohpence; 
some  little  ease  had  been  given  him  by  forcing  up- 
on him  strong  soporifics.  His  breathing  was  difii- 
eult,  the  glands  in  the  throat  being  swelled.  _ 

That  a'belief  is,  held  in  England  of  a war  with  the 
United  States,  the  following  article  iiYomsi  Plymouth 
paper  of  the  22d  of  July  will  shew.  The  Landrail 
schooner  is  fitting  for  sea  in  this  harbor,  and  in  the 
event  of  an  American  war,  Will  cruize  between  the 
Channel  and  Atlantic  to  intercept  the  Amferican 
merchantmen. 

The  frigate  John  Adams  may  soon  be  expected  to 
arrive  with  dispatches  from  our  agents  in  France 
and  England.  We  hear  that  three  American  ves- 
sel's were  lately  released  in  Fr^ince,  on  proof  being 
produced  that  the  property  belonged  as  stated.  It 
is  said  that  many  others  will  be  immediately  releas- 
ed to  the  claimants;  and  that  the  French  courts  of 
admiralty  considered  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
as  abrogated,  rendered  null  and  void,  since  the  first 
of  November  last,  and  act  accordingly.  We  should 
like  to  see  full  proof  of  this. 

The  British  Pariiament  was  prorogued  on  the 
24th  of  July  to  the  22d  of  x\ugust,  by  a commission, 
“acting  under  the  Prince  Regent  on  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,”  as  it  was  inconvenient ^ov\heVvvace.  him- 
seli  to  attend.  The  address  delivered  on  this  occa- 
sion speaks  in  flattering  terms  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  empire — he  thanks  parliament  for  its  liberal  sup- 
plies— encourages  a prosecution  of  the  war  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  congratulates  them  on  the  sur- 
render of  Mauritius,  or  the  Isle  of  France,  the  last 
colony  of  that  enemy.  The  royal  assent  was  given 
to  an  act  to  make  bank  notes  the  same  value  as  gold, 
and  to  a bill  for  transporting  the  militia  of  England 
to  Ireland,  and  the  militia  of  Ireland  to  England, 
ibr  the  better  preservation  of  “order  and  law,”  in 
the  two  countries. 

Lord  Milton,  after  giving  the  notorious  of 

York  a severe  lashing,  in  the  house  of  commons, 
June  6,  proposed  a vote  of  censur^n  the  conduct 
of  the  ministers  for  recommending  to  the  Prince 
Regent  the  re-appointment  of  that  creature  to  the 
command  of  tlie  army.  But  the  motion  could  not 
prevail.  Petitions  are  circulating  for  the  removal 
of  the  ministers. 

Stocks,  London,  July  23,  3 per  cent,  reduced  63 
1-2;  5 per  cent,  consols  62  3-4. 

American  and  colonial  produce  is  very  cheap  and 
plentiful  at  St.  Petersburg;  a great  number  of 
cargoes  are  in  port,  and  others  daily  arriving. — 
Russia  and  France  continue  on  a friendly  foot- 
ing.  ' 

We  learn  that  orders  have  been  issued  by  the 
king  of  Denmark  to  the  privateers,  to  bring  in  for 
examination  in  the  lower  court,  all  vessels  from 
the  Baltic,  wiiatever  might  be  their  destination. 
From  this  we  may  expect  great  depredations  on 
our  trade. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  has  returned  to  Madrid — and 
fresh  troops  are  marching  into  Spain.  No  event 
of  importance  is  made  known  to  us  of  the  war  in 
the  peniirsula  since  cur  last. 


Since  the  above  was  written,  the  schooner  Globe, 
fiurn  Bayonne,  has  an-ived  with  a cargo  of  wine,  dry 
goods  and  oil,  in  31  days — and  the  ship  George  anii 
Albert,  in  28  days  from  Cadiz — bringing  the  latest 
accounts  we  have  had  from  Europe.  The  chief 
things  follow: 

It  seems  understood  that  American  vessels  ar- 
riving in  France  with  native  produce  will  be  freely 
admitted — but  vessels  with  colomal  articles  must 
have  licences.  The  emperor  was  expected  at  Bay- 
onne the  latter  end  of  August — 200,000  men,  it  js 
said,  were  under  marching  orders  for  Spain  and 
Poi’thgal. — The  British  ai-e  bieaking  up  their  com- 
mercial establishments  at  Heligoland  from  the  im- 
possibility of  smuggling  their  goods  into  tlie  conti- 
nent, the  coasts  being  so  completely  watched. — On 
the  4th  of  July  the  Russians  defeated  the  grand 
army  of  the  Turks,  consisting  of  160,000  men,  com- 
manded by  the  grand  vizier.  The  Spaniards,  it  is 
stated,  had  celebrated  the  return  of  king  Joseph  to 
Madi'id  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy — The 
king  of  j Prussia  is  enforcing  “the  continental  sys- 
tem” w^ith  great  rigor. — The  ports  of  the  Levant 
are  stated  to  be  inundated  with  British  goods;  and 
the  ci’ops  of  cotton  to  be  very  abundant. — The  king 
of  England  was  alive  the  29th  July;  but  all  his  fami- 
ly  had  been  assembled  in  expectation  of  his  de- 
cease. 

The  accounts  from  Spain  give  us  notice  of  many 
skirmishes— and  detail  the  marches  and  counter- 
marches of  small  bodies  of  troops,  but  mention  no 
event  of  importance. 


Baltimore  Prices  Current,  September  11,  1811. 

Bacon,  per  lb.  10  cents,  Butler,  in  kegs,  15 — 18; 
best  Coffee,  16;  Cotton,  Geo.  up.  10 — 12;  Cheese, 
10—11;  Flour,  bbl.  ^8;  Flaxseed,  rough,  bush.  80; 
Do.  cleansed,  cask,  ^10.  Grain — corn,  75—8'“'; 

wheat,  145; — 150;  rye,  75 — 80;  barley,  80;  clover 
seed,  ^9 — 10;  Hemp,  lb.  7—11;  Hops,  25;  Kiln 
dried  corn  meal,  bbl.  4 50.  JVaval  stores — tar,  bbL 
3 25 — 3 50;  pitch,  3 50;  turpentine,  soft,  2 25; 
rosin,  2 75;  spirits  of  turpent,ine,  gal.  40;  whiskey, 
1st  pf.  46;  brown  sugar,  crvt.  10  75 — 13  50;  loaf, 
19 — 20;  shot,  of  all  sizes.  Am.  c-wt.  12  50.  Tabacco 
— Md.  no  sales;  Virginia,  fat,  c-wt.  500 — 600;  Rap- 
pahannock, 2 50;  Kentucky  400 — 500;  Tallow,  Am. 
lb.  11 — ^12;  Wax,  bees,  25 — 30;  -wool,  full  blood  me- 
rino, lb.  150 — 200;  crossed,  75 — 100;  common,  37; 
skinnei^30, 

I^dxlia^e  on  London,  16  per  cent,  discount. 

The  presentipumber  of  the  Register  assumes 
something  of  the  “Btioy,.  form  and  substance”  we 
wish  it  to  possess;  though  not  arrived  at  the  desir- 
ed train  of  the  business,  we  fu)iP<>^li^each  it  with  a 
little  more  experience.  1 

7'he  public  [revolutionary]  papers  ^ei*e  postpon- 
ed to  make  room  for  a ne-w  declaration"*l>^I^Indepen- 
dence,  &c. — their  publication  shall  be  resumed,  and 
the  propo.sed  series,  leisurely,  completed.  / 

The  Editor  requests  information  of  any  irregula- 
rity in  the  delivery  or  transmission  of  this  pap^ 
that  it  may  be  remedied.  Communications  to  hir^ 
must  be  free  of  expense. 

By  close  attention,  we  hope  to  prove  ourselves 
worthy  our  increased  and  increasing  support — the 
Editor  has  to  present  his  thank  to  more  than  a hun^> 
dred  new  subscribers  obtained  since  Saturday  lasti 
With  the  third  or  fourth  number  shall  be  publislv 
ed  an  extra;  if  the  patronage  of  the  Register  gqes 
on  as  it  has  done,  we  promise  at  least  an  extra  sheet 
for  every  month.  Subscribers  may  be  furnished 
from  the  beginning,  ^ 


VOL.  1]  BALTIMORE,  SATURDAY  ^EPll;MB£R  2i,  SS»1 


“ 1 Wish  no  otliei-  herdd 

“ No  other  speaker  of  mii  lixKng  actions, 

*‘To  keep  mine  honor  tiom  comipuon 
“ Hut  such  aPi  hones,  chronicle 

S hak spear e — nrxnT  ttii. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  AVater-street,  neiu*  the  Merchants’  Coffee-House,  a*^  per  an"  n. 


President  and  i-'itile  ]?elt. 

(The  atrair  (creiy  tiling*  is  an  “affair”  now-a-days) 
of  the  President  and  Little  Belt,  appearing  to  as- 
sume great  importance  in  England,  we  have 
thought  proper  to  record  the  official  papers 
relative  to  it;  so  tliat,  at  once,  our  readers  may 
see  the  whole  nature  of  the  contention,  giving 
credit  I'jhere  credit  shall  appear  to  be  duel] 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Commodore  Rodgehs  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  JCav^. 

U.  S.  FRIGATE  TRESIDEXT, 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  May  23,  1811. 
Sir — I regret  extremely  being  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  representing  to  you  an  event  that  occurred  on 
the  night  of  the  16th  inst.  between  the  ship  under 
iny  command  and  his  Britannic  Maje.sty’s  ship  of 
war  the  Little  Belt,  commanded  by  captain  Bing- 
ham: the  result  of  which  has  given  me  much  pain, 
as  well  on  account  of  the  injury  she  sustained,  as 
that  I should  have  been  compelled  to  ihe  measure 
that  prodi.  ed  it,  by  a vessel  of  her  inferior  force. 
The  circumstances  are  as  follows:  On  the  16‘h 
in.st.  at  twenty -five  minutes  past  meridian,  in  seven- 
.^teen  fathom  water.  Cape  Henry  bearing  S.  W.  dis- 
tant fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues,  a sail  was  discover- 
-ed  from  our  mast  head  in  the  east,  standing  towards 
us  under  a press  of  sail.  At  lialf  past.one  the  sym- 
metry of  her  upper  sails  (wliicli  wel-e  at  tnis  time 
distinguishable  from  our  deck)  and  her  making  sig- 
iipds,  sb.ewed  her  to  be  a man  of  war.  At  forty-fii'e 
minutes  past  one,  p.  m.  hoisted  our  ensign  and  pen- 
dant: when,  finding  her  signals  not  answered,  she 
wore  and  stood  to  the  soutlnvaid.  Et  ing  desirous 
of  speaking  her,  and  of  ascertaming  what  she  was, 
I now  made  sail  in  chase;  and  by  half  past  three 
r.  M.  found  we  were  coming  up  with  he^  as,  by 
tl'iis  time,  the  upper  part  of  her  stern  began  to  shew 
itself  above  the  horizon.  The  ^nd  now  began, 
ami  continued  gradually  t(^g££rease,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent my  being  able  to  app^acli  her  sufficiently  be- 
fore. sun-set,  to  discover  her  actual  force,  (which  the 
position  she  preserved  during  the  chase  was  calcu- 
lated to  conceal)  or  to  judge  even  to  what  nation 
she  belongedj.as  she  appeared  studiously  to  decline 
slmwing  l>ef  colors.  At  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
past  se^en  p.  m.  the  chase  took  Iti  her  studding  sails, 
and  soon  after  liLuled  up  her  courses,  aiid  hauled  by 
the  wind  on  the  sttu  board  tack;  she  at  the  same  time 
bp’.sted  an  ensign  or  flag  at  her  mizen  peak,  but  it 
too  dark  forme  to  discover  what  nation  it  re- 
presented; now,  for  the  first  time,  her  broadside 
u as  presented  to  our  view;  but  night  iuid  so  far 
progressed,  that  ahiiougli  her  appearance  indica- 
ted she  was  a frig'ate,  I was  unable  to  determine  her 
acdi.'il  force. 

At  fifteen  minuses  before  eight  p.  m.  lining  about 
a mile  and  half  from  her,  the  wind  at  the  time  very 
"fight,  I directed  o.aptain  l.udlcw  to  take  a iiosi.Ion 
;o  windward  of  Iw  r and  on  the  same  tack,  witiun 
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short  sperkimr  distance.  Thi.-,  howuver,  tl,"  c ' 
mander  or  the  ch.  se  appea’t  d,  irom  his  n ' u t- 
vres,  to  be  unxio'ts  to  f; event,  as  he  v/oie  < d 
hauled  by  the  wind  on  di.ffeveo.t  . -ck  , foui*  tiitics 
successively,  between  t!.i„  p.iiou  and  .he  in;e  of 
our  arr.ving  at  the  po.  iti  .u.,  which  T h.  d oi  de-  ci  to 
betaken.  At  fifteen  ortv,en.\  minu.es  eieh., 
being  a little  forward  of  her  we..lhei  beam  and  dis- 
tant from  seventy  to  a hundred  yard.s,  hailed  “-’suit 
ship  is  that?”  to  this  encpiii  v no  answer  was  givca^ 
bull  was  hailed  by  her  commamhr,  and  asked 
“what  ship  is  that.?”  Iluvyng  asked  the  first 
question,  I of  course,  con.siuered  nn  .self  entitled, 
by  the  common  rules  of  poli.ene.:s,  to  the  first  an- 
swer; after  a pause  of  fifteen  o*  twenty  seconds,  I 
reiterated  my  first  enquiin^  of  “vdiat  ship  is  that?” 
and  before  I had  time  to  take  the  trumpet  ifom  my 
mouth,  was  an.swered  by  a shot,  that  cut  off  one 
of  our  main-top  back  stays  and  went  into  onr  main- 
mast— at  this  instant  captain  Caldwell  (ofniarines) 
Avho  was  standing-  very  near  mie  cn  the  grngu  ay, 
liaving  observed  “sir,  she  has  fired  at  u.-,”  caused 
ine  to  pause  for  a moment,  just  a.s  I was  in  the  acts, 
of  giving  an  order  to  fire  a shot  in  return;  and  be- 
fore Thad  time  to  resume  the  repeiilion  of  tl  e in- 
tended order,  a shot  wa  actu  illy  fired  fiofu  the  se- 
cond divi.sion  of  this  ship,  and  was  scarcely  out  of 
the  ,^un  before  it  was  answered  from  otir  assumed ' 
enemy  by  three  others  .n  qmck  succession,  and 
soon  af  er  tlie  re.st  of  Hs  broadside  and  musketry’. 
AVhen  the  first  shot  was  fired,  being  under  an  im- 
pression, that  i;  m I g'ht  possibly  have  proceeded  fl  ora 
accident,  and  without  the  orders  of  the  comm.an- 
der,  I had  determined  ; t the  moment  to  fire  only  a 
single  shot  in  retui-n,  but  the  immediate  repe>  iuoa 
of'tlie  pluvious  unprovoked  outrage  induced  rne  to 
believe  tha  the  in.sult  was  preuieditated,  .•  d bat 
from  our  adversary  bcing,  at  that  time,  as  • it 
of  our  real  force  as  I ivas  of  his,  he  t’noua'ht  ihis, 
perhaps,  a favoia.ble  opportunity  of  acquii  ing  pro- 
motion, although  at  the  expence  of  violairng  our 
neutraii'.y,  and  insulting  our  flag;  I accordingly’, 
with  hat  degree  of  repugnance  incident  to  feeihig 
equally  determined  luiiher  to  be  the  agg’e.->sor,  or 
suffer  the  flag  of  my  country  to  be  insulted  with  im- 
punity, gave  a general  order  to  fire;  the  effect  of 
which,  in  from  four  to  six  minutes,  as  near  a.s  I 
can  judge,  having  produced  a partial  silence  of  hi.9 
guns,  I gave  orders  to  cc.ase  firing,  di  icm  ering  by 
tl'.e  feeble  opposition  that  it  mm  be  a .ship  of  very 
inferior  force  to  whai  I had  .-.uj.po.scd,  or  that  some 
untoward  accident  had  happened  to  htT. 

My  orders  in  this  instance  howev  ei  (ai  .hough  they 
proceeded  alope  from  natives  of  hunianitv  : iid  a 
determination  not  to  spill  a drop  of  blood  unneces- 
sarily) I had,  in  less  than  four  minutes,  some  rea- 
son to  x-egret,  as  he  renewed  his  fire,  of  u jiich  tw  p 
32  pound  shot  cut  off’  one  of  our  fore-'jhrond.s  and 
injured  onr  foi*e-mast.  It  was  no'.v  (hat  I foiin.4 
myself  ituder  thepaiafuJ.  iiecesi»i.y  of  giving  orders 
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.for  a repetition  of  our  fire  ag’ainst  a foi  c'  which  inyl 
"forbearance  alone  had  enabled  to  do  us  any  injury  of 
moment;  our  fire  was  according-ly  renewed  and  con- 
tinued from  three  to  five  minutes  lonc^-er,  when 
perceiving”  our  opponent’s  gaff  and  colors  down, 
his  maintop-sail  yard  upon  the  cap  and  his  fire  si- 
leiiced,  although  it  was  so  dark  that  1 could  not  dis- 
cern any  other  particular  injury  ;we  had  done  or 
how  far  he  was  in  a situation  to  do  us  farther  harm. 

I nevertheless  embraced  thee^srliest  moment  to  stop 
our  fire  and  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  blood. 
Here  a pause  of  half  a minute  or  more  took  place, 
at  the  end  of  which,  our  advei^sary  not  shewing  a 
further  di.sposition  to  tire,  I hailed  again  and  asked, 
“what  ship  is  that.i”’  I learned  for  the  first  ' ime, 
that  it  was  a ship  of  his  Britannic  majesty;  but, 
owing  to  its  blowing  rather  fresher  than  it  had  done, 

I was  unable  to  learn  her  name. 

After  having  informed  her  commander  of  the 
name  of  this  ship,  I gave  orders  to  wear,  run  under 
his  lee  and  haul  by  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack, 
and  heave  too  under  topsails  and  I’epair  what  little 
injury  we  bad  sustained  in  our  rigging,  which  was 
accordingly  executed,  and  we  continued  lying  too 
on  different  tacks,  with  anumber  of  lights  displayed, 
in  order  that  our  adversary  might  the  better  discern 
oui  position,  and  command  our  assistance,  in  case 
he  found  it  necessary  during  the  night.  At  day- 
break on  the  17th,  she  was  discovered  several  miles 
to  leeward,  when  I gave  orders  to  bear  up  and  run 
down  to  him  under  easy  sail;  af  er  hailing  him  I 
sent  a boat  on  boaid  whth  Lieutenant  Creighton,  to 
learn  the  names  of  the  ship  ^nd  her  commander, 
with  directions  to  ascertain  the  damage  she  had 
sustained,  and  to  inform  her  commander,  how  much 
I regretted  the  necessity  on  my  part,  which  had 
led  to  such  an  unhappy  resvilt:  at  the  same  time  to 
offer  all  the  assistance  that  the  ship  under  my 
command  afforded,  in  repairing  the  damages  his 
had  sustained.  At  9 A.  M.  Lieutenant  Creighton 
returned  with  information,  that  it  was  his  Britannic 
Majesty’s  ship  Little  Belt,  Captain  Bingham;  who 
in  a polite  manner  declined  the  acceptance  of  any 
assistance;  saving,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  on 
board  all  the  necessarj^  requisites  to  repair  the  dam- 
ages sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Halifax. 

’ This  however,  was  not  the  most  unpleasant  part 
of  Captain  Bingham’s  communication  to  Lieut. 
Creighton,  as  he  informed  him,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  injury  his  ship  had  sustained,  be^Lween  SO^nd 
30  of  his  crew  had  been  killed  and  wounded. 

The  regret  that  this  information  caused  me  was 
much,  you  may  be  sure,  as  a man  might  exjiect  to 
feel,  whose  greatest  pride  is  to  prove,  without  os- 
tentation, by  every  public  as  well  as  private  act, 
that  he  possesses  a humane  and  generous  heart; 
and  with  these  sentiments,  believe  me  sir,  that 
such  a communication  would  cause  me  the  most 
acute  pain  during  the  remainder  of  my  life,  had  I 
not  the  consolation  to  know  that  there  was  no 
alternative  left  me  between  such  a sacrifice,  and  one 
which  would  have  been  ^till  greater,  namely,  to 
have  remained  a passive  spectator  of  insult  to  the 
flag  of  my  country,  while  it  was  confided  to  my 
protection — and  I would  have  you  to  be  convinced, 
sir,  that  however  much  individually  I may  previ- 
ously have  had  reason  to  feel  incensed  at  the  repeat- 
ed outrages  committed  on  our  flag  by  British  ships 
of  war,  neither  my  passions  nor  prejudices  had  any 
agency  in  this  affiair. 

To  *my  country,  I am  well  convinced  of  the  im- 
portance of  the"  transaction  which  has  imposed 
upon  me  the  necessity  of  making  you  this  commti- 
rcation;  1 must,  tlierefore,  from  motives  of  deli- 


cacy, connected  with  personal  considerations,  soli- 
cit that  you  will  be  please  d to  reque^-t  the  President 
to  authorise  a formal  enquir)’  to  be  instituted  into 
all  the  circumstances  as  weU  as  into  ever}'  part  of 
mycondnet  connected  wiib  the  same. 

Tlie  injury  sustained  by  the  sliip  under  my  com- 
mand is  ver}-  trifl.ng,  except  to  the  fore  and  main 
masts,  which  I before  mentioned;  no  person  killed, 
and  but  one  (a  boy)  wounded. 

For  further  particulars  I refer  you  to  Captaim 
Caldwell,  who  is  charged  witli  the  delivery  of  this 
communication.  I have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  great 
respect,  sir,  vour  obedient  serv..nt, 

(Signed)  JOHN  RODGERS, 

Ho7iorabIe  Pavt  HA?Mi.T02r, 

Secretary  of  the  JVc'xy. 

(Loxno>  ) .admiralty  Office y Jvly  16. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  rear-admiral  Sawyer,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels 
on  the  coast  of  Nonh-America,  to  John  Wilson 
Crocker,  ef  q.  dated  on  board  the  Africa,  at  Ber- 
miuda,  the  lllh  of  June,  1811. 

Sir, — Enclosed  I transmit  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  lord.s  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
a copy  of  a letter  from  V;. plain  Ainhnr  BattBingham, 
commander  of  his  majesty’s  sloop  Little  Belt,  re- 
ceived this  day  from  lord  James  Townsend,  captain 
of  his  majesty’s  ship  .3Eolus,  and  senior  officer  at 
Halifax;  by  which  their  lordships  will  perceive  he 
was  attacked  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  May  last, 
when  cruizing  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape 
Hatteras,  by  the  United  States  frigate  the  President, 
of  forty-four  guns,  comimanded  by  commodore 
Rodgers;  and  that  after  a close  action  of  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  the  American  ship  made  sail 
from  him.. 

Captain  Bingham’s  modest,  but  full  and  clear 
statement,  renders  any  comment  from  me  unne- 
cessary, and  I have  only  to  admire  the  extraodinary 
bravery  and  fii-mness  witli  which  himself,  his  offi- 
cers, and  ship’s  company  supported  the  honour  of 
the  BritMi  flag  when  opposed  to  such  an  immense 
superiority  of  force.  I have  however  deeply  to  la- 
ment the  number  of  valuable  British  seamen  and 
royal  marines  who  hive  been  either  killed  or  wovin- 
ded  on  this  unexampled  occasion;  a list  of  whose 
names  is  also  enclosed,  toother  with  a copy  of  my 
order,  under  which  captain  Bingham  was  cruising. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

H.  SAWYER,  Bear-Admiral 

His  majesty* 8 sloop  Little  Belt,  JSiay’ilstl^W,  lot.  36, 
53,  M.  long.  71,  49i  W.  Cape  Charles,  bearing  W. 
48,  miles. 

Sin — I beg  leave  to  acq^iaiRti^tt  that  in  pursu- 
ance of  your  orders  to  join*lI.  M.  ship  Guerriere, 
and  being  on  my  return  from  tl\e  northv  ard,  rot 
having  fallen  in  with  her- — that  about  11  A.  M.  May 
16th,  saw  a strange  sail,  to  which  I immediately 
gave  chase.  At  1 P.  M discovered  her  ft^be  a man 
of  war,  apparently  a frigate  standing  to  the  east- 
ward, who  when  he  made  us  out  edged  away  for  us, 
and  set  his  royals.  Made  the  signal  275,  andj-,|ind- 
ing  it  not  answered,  concluded  she  was  an  Ameri-, 
can  frigate,  as  she  had  a Commodore’s  blue  pen- 
dant fl}  jng  at  the  main.  Hoisted  the  colours  and 
made  all  sail  south,  the  course  I intended  stei^ring 
round  Cape  Hatteras;  the  stranger  edging  Sway 
bict  not  making  any  mo7^e  sail.  At  3,  30,  he  made 
sail  in  chase,  whenl  made  a private  signal  which 
was  not  answered:  At  6,  30,  finding  he  gained  so 

con.siderably  on  us  as  not  to  be  able  to  elude  him 
during  the  night,  beitg  ’icithin  gun  shot,  and  clearly 
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discerning  the  stars  in  his  broad  pendant,  I imag-ined' 
the  most  prudent  m(5thod  was  to  bring-  too,  and 
hoist  the  colours,  that  no  mistake  might  arise,  and 
that  he  miglit  see  wiiat  we  were.  The  ship  was 
therefore  brought  too,  her  colours  hoisted,  her  guns 
double  shotted,  and  every  preparation  made  in  case 
of  a surprise.  By  his  manner  of  steering  down,  he 
evidently  wished  to  lay  his  ship  in  a position  for 
raking,  which  I frustrated  by  weai-ing  ' hree  times. 
About  8,  15,  he  came  within  hail — / hailed,  and 
asked  what  shio  it  was.?  He  again  repeated  my 
words,  and  fired  a broaxlside,  which  I instantly 
returned.  The  action  then  became  general,  and 
continued  so  for  lliree  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  he 
ceased  firing  and  appeared  to  be  on  fii-e  about  the 
main  hatch-way.  He  then  filled — I was  obliged  to 
desist  from  firing,  as,  the  ship  falling  off,  no  gun 
would  bear,  and  had  no  after  sail  to  keep  her  too. 
All  the  rigging  and  sails  cut  to  pieces;  Tiot  a brace 
nor  a bowline  left.  He  h.ailed  and  asked  what  shi]j 
this  was;  I told  him — He  then  asked  me  if  I had 
struck  my  colotirs?  My  answer.  No,  and  asked  what 
ship  it  was?  A.S  plain  as  I could  -understand  (he 
having  shot  some  distance  at  this  time)  he  an.swer- 
ecl — the  United  States  frigate.  He  fired  no  more 
guns,  but  stood  from  us,  giving  no  redson  for  his 
most  extraordinary  conduct. 

At  day  light  in  the  morning  saw  a ship  to  wind- 
ward, when  having  made  out  well  what  we  were, 
bore  up  and  passed  within  hail,  fully  prepared  for 
action.  About  8 o’clock  he  hailed,  and  said  if  I 
pleased  he  would  send  a boat  on  board:  I replied 
in  the  affirmative,  and  a boat  accordingly  came  with 
ail  officer  and  a message  from  Commodore  Rodgers 
of  the  President,  of  the  United  States,  to  say  that 
he  lamented  much  the  unfortunate  affair  (as  be 
termed  it)  that  had  happened,  and  that  had  he 
knoion  our  force  was  so  much  inferior  he  wotild  not 
have  fired  at  me.  I asked  his  motives  for  firing  at 
all?  His  reply  was,  tha<  “we  fired  the  frst  gun  at 
him,’’*  which  was  positively  not  the  case.  I cautioned 
both  the  officers  and  men  to  be  particularly  careful 
and  not  suffer  more  than  one  man  to  be  at  a gun. — 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  a sloop  of  roar,  within  pistol 
shot  of  a large  44  gun  frigate  should  tommence  hos- 
tilities. He  offered  me  every  assistance  1 stood  in 
need  of,  and  submitted  to  me  that  I had  better  put 
into  some  port  of  the  United  States;  which  I im- 
mediately declined. 

By  the  manner  in  which  he  apologized  it  appeared 
evident  to  me  that  had  he  fallen  in  with  a British 
frigate,  he  would  certainly  Ijave  brouglit  her  to  ac- 
tion. And  what  further  confirms  me  in  that  opin- 
ion,  is,  that  his  guns  were  not  only  loaded  wi"h 
round  and  grape  shot,  but  with  every  scrap  of  iron 
that  could  be  collected. 

I have  to  lament  the  loss  of  32  men  killed  and 
wounded,  among  whom  is  the  master.  , 

His  miqesty’s  ship  is  much  damaged  in  her  masts, 
sails,  rigging  and  hull,  and  as  there  are  many  shot 
through  between  wind  and  water,  and  many  shot 
still  remain  inside,  and  upper  works  all  shot  away, 
starboard  pump  also,  I have  thought  proper  to  pro- 
-ceedto  Halifax,  which  will  I hope  meet  with  your 
approbation. 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  officers 
Mid  men  I have  the  honor  to  command,  for  their 
steady  and  active  eondhct  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  business,  who  had  much  to  do,  as  a gale  of 
wind  came  on  the  second  night  after  the  action.  I 
have  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  be  plciised  to  re- 
commend to  the  notice  of  my  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  the  Admiralty,  my  first  beuten ant.  Mi-.  John 
Molenly,  who  is,  in  evei-y  respect,  a most  ex.-eheni 


officer,  and  afforded  me  very  great  assistance  in 
stopping  the  leaks,  him.self,  in  the  gale,  securing 
the  masis  and  doing  everv  thing  in  his  powc  r.  It 
would  be  the  greatest  injustice  was  I not  also  to 
speak  most  highly  of  lieut.  Lovell,  second  lieut.  of 
Mr.  M’Queen,  master,  who  as  I have  before  - a ed, 
was  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  in  nearly  tlie  middle 
of  tlie  action,  and  Mr.  W.lson,  master’s  mate; 
indeed  die  conduct  of  every  officer  and  man  was  so 
good  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  discriminate. 

I beg  leave  to  enclose  a list  of  32  men  killed  and 
wounded;  most  of  tliem  mortally,  I fear. 

I hope,  sir,  in  this  affiir,  I shall  appear  to  have 
done  my  duty,  and  conducted  myself  as  I ought  to 
have  done  against  so  superior  a force,  and  hiit  the 
honor  of  the  Bj  i'dsh  colors  was  well  supported. 

, I have  the  honor  to  be.  &e. 

A.  B.  BINGHAM,  Capt 

To  Herbert  Sawifer,  Tlsq. 

Rear  Admii*al  of  the  Red, 

Return  of  officers,  petty  o ^cers,  se-men  and  marines, 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  his  modestirs  sloop 
Little  Belt,  Jlrthur  Butt  Biitgham.  esq.  commander, 
in  an  action  with  th<^  American  f \g ate  President, 
on  the  \ 6th  of  Jyicy,  1811. 

KtiLET). — Mr.  Samuel  Woodward,  midsiiipman; 
Christ.  Bennet,  captain  of  the  fore-top;  Jncob 
Greaves,  carpenter’s  ctew;  Thomas  Shipp?, rd,  gun- 
ner’s mate;  George  AVilson,  able  seaman;  Robert 
Liversage,  able  seaman;  James  Gray,  oidmary  ea- 
man;  Robert  Howard,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Par- 
dee, private  mariner. 

WoiTXDEr). — Daniel  Kilham,  landman,  dangerous- 
ly, died  ten  hours  after  the  action;  Richard  Goo- 
dy, ordinary  seaman,  died  twenty  hours  af  ei-  die 
acTon;  John  Randall,  able  seaman,  dangerously; 
Nicholas  Manager,  gunner’s  crew,  do  ; James 
AI’Queen,  acting  master,  severely;  J-.imies  Dunn, 
2nd  captain  of  the  maintop,  do.;  James  Lawrence, 
able  seamen,  do.;  John  R chard s able  soam-n, 
do.;  Thoms  Ives,  able  .seaman,  do;  Mic)>  el 
Skinners,  landman,  do.;  AVilliam  Fern,  bev^  do.; 
David  Dawd,  marine,  do.;  AVilbam  Harrold,  ma- 
rine, do.;  Mr.  James  Franklin,  boatswain,  sliplxt- 
ly;  Mr.  Benjamin  Angle,  carpenter,  do.;  Peter 
M’Caskell,  cap.ain  of  the  mast,  do.;  AVm.  AVeston, 
bpy,  do.;  Edward  Graham,  able  .^earnen,  do.; 
George  Dalanv,  able  seamen,  do.;  George  Roberts, 
boy,  do.;  George  Shoard,  marine,  do.;  Duniei  Long, 
marine,  do. 

(Signed)  A.  B.  BINGHAM,  Captain. 

AAG  TURNER,  (2)  Surgeon. 

By  Herbet  Sawver,  Esq.  j-ear  admiral  of  the  red, 
and  commander  in  cliief  of  his  majestv’s  ships 
and  vessels  employed,  and  to  be  employed,  in  ilie 
river  St.  Lawrence,  along  tlie  coast  of  Nova 
Scotia,  tlie  islands  of  Anticoste,  Madelaine,  aiid 
St.  Johns,  and  Cape  Brown,  the  Bay  of  Fonda, 
and  at  or  about  the  island  of  Bermuda,  or  Somers 
Island. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  direcUd  to  put  to 
sea  in  his  majestv’s  sloop  under  your  command, 
and  proceed  without  loss  of  tin.e  off  ('harleston 
where  you  may  expect  to  meet  capt.? in  Pochcl',  in 
the  Guerriere,  to  whom  ;.o’u  will  deliver  '.he  packet 
you  herewith  receive;  and  follow  your  orders  for 
your  farther  proceedings.  Shculd  you  not  meet 
the  Guerriere  off  Charleston,  you  will  stand  for 
the  northward,  and  use  your  utn.ost  endeavors  to 
join  him  off  the  Capes  of  ATrginia,  or  ofi‘  New- 
A’'ork:  and  in  the  event  of  not  mec.  :ng  tlie  Guer„ 
riere,  you  will  cruize  as  long  as  your  provisions  and 
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water  will  last,  and  then  repair  to  Halifax  for  farther 
orders.  You  are  to  pay  due  regard  to  protecting 
the  trade  of  his  majesty’-s  subjects,  and  the  captui'e 
ordestruc  ion  of  tlie  ships  of  the  enemy.  You  are 
to  be  panic alarly  careful  not  to  give  any  just  cause 
of  offence  to  the  government  or  subjects  of  the 
TJnited  Stares  of  America:  and  to  give  very  par- 
ticular orders  to  this  effect  to  the  officers  you  may 
have  occasion  to  send  on  board  ships  under  the 
Amerhan  flag.  You  are  not  to  anchor  in  any  of 
the  American  ports,  but  in  case  of  absolute  necessi- 
iv  and  then  put  to  sea  again  as  scon  as  possible. 

' ’r  iven  under  my  hand  at  Bermuda,  this  19th  of 
April,  1811.  HERBERT  SAWYER. 

To  Arthur  Batt  Ringliam,  Esq.  commander 

of  his  majesty’s  sloop  Little  Belt. 

Bv  command  of'  the  rear  admiral, 

H.  N.  SOMERVILLE. 

New-Yobk,  Sept,  13. 

Cmtrt  of  Enquiry.— T\\e  court  of  Enquiry  on 
the  conduct  of  commodore  Rodgers,  in  the  action 
benveen  the  President  and  Little  Belt,  closed  the 
testimony  in  the  case  on  Thursday. 

The  court,  as  heretofore  stated,  consists  of  Com. 
Stephen  Decatur,  president— capt.  Charles  S^  myart 
capt.  Isaac  Chauncey — and  the  hon.  William 

Paulding,  jun.  esq.  judge  advocate.^ 

Of  the  evidence  furnished  to  this  court  on  the 
oaths  of  the  several  witnesses,  we  present  the  fol- 
lowing  brief  outline,  in  the  order  it  was  adduced, 
and  leave  tlie  public,  in  a case  \vhere  doubt  is  impos- 
sible and  conviction  irresistablc,  to  make  its  own 
comments.  ^ C Columbian. 

The  first  witness  examined  was 

CHARLES  LUDLOW, 

Master-Coimnandant,  and  acting  Captain  of  the 
President. 

He  was  on  board  the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 
tion with  the  Little  Belt,  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
of  May  last.  The  Little  Belt  had  her  top-sail  aback; 
from  hi?  position  be  was  uncertain  who  fired  the 
first  gun;  but  the  second  was  from  the  President, 
and  was  instantly  followed  by  three  cannon  and 
TOVu’ketrv  from  the  Little  Belt.  , 

Com.  Rodgers  ordered  to  fire  low  and  with  round 
and  gi*ape  shot.— After  a short  pause  the  Belt  re- 
commenced firing  as  did  the  President.— Tlje  Belt 
soon  appeared  ungovernable  and  lay  bow  on  to- 
wards the  President,  when  com.  R,  observed  that 
some  accident  must  have  happened  to  her,  and 
ceased  firing — Her  gaff  was  down,  and  lier  main- 
topsail  yard  on  the  cap,  and  mizcn  too,  he  thinks. 
The  action  continued  14  or  15  minutes,  including 
the  interval.  There  was  nothing  but  round  and 
geape  shot  fired,  or  on  deck  on  board  the  President, 
’rhe  ship  was  not  on  fire,  in  any  part  of  lier,  and 
did  not  sheer  off*  after  the  action.  Another  broad- 
side would  probably  have  sunk  the  Idttle  Belt.  Did 
not  know  or  believe  tliat  any  part  of  the  commo- 
dore’s official  letter  was  untrue  or  incorrect. 

John  Orde  Creighton,  \st  Lieut. 

Was  stationed  at  the  4th  division  of  guns  on  the  up- 
per deck.  Ccim.  Rodgers  hailed  first,  then  a second 
time,  when  a shot  was  fired,  as  he  believes,  fi-om 
the  Little  Belt,  no  gun  having  been  fired  or  provo- 
cation given  on  board  the  President.  The  order 
of  com.  R.  was,  to  keep  the  guns  upon  half-cock, 
and  guard  agamst  accidents.  After  receiving  the 
Little  Belt’s  broadside,  was  oi’dered  to  fire.  The 


commodore  Rodgers  sent  a friendly  message  expres- 
sing regret  for  the  occurrence,  and  offers  of  assis- 
tance. C>;ptain  Bingham  said  he  took  the  President 
for  a Frenchman.  President  was  not  on  fire,  and 
did  not  sheer  off;  nothing  but  round  and  grape-shot 
was  fired,  or  on  deck;  another  broadside  woul4 
probably  have  sunk  the  Belt. — Commodore’s  state- 
ment confirmed. 

Henry  Caldivell,  Commandant  of  Jifarines — Heard 
theliaiiing;  was  looking  at  the  Little  Belt,  and  saw 
the  first  shot  proceed  from  her;  on  which  comm.o- 
dore  Rodgers  said,  “what  is  that?”  and  he  answer- 
ed, “she  has  fired  into  us.”  Orders  were  then  giv- 
en to  fire.  Belt  silenced  in  five  minuies.  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  was  anxious  to  stop  his  fire,  and  did 
so.  The  Belt  renewed  the  action,  and  in  six  or 
seven  minutes  was  silenced  again,  when  commo- 
dore Rodgers  was  anxious  to.  prevent  mischief,  and 
stopt  his  fire.  No  fire  or.  sheering  of.  Coiximo- 
dore’s  account  confirmed. 

Raymond  H.  Y.  Perry,  Junior  Lieutenant  a7id  Sig- 
nal Officer — Was  on  the  quarter  deck,  near  com- 
modore Rodgers’  elbow.'  The  commodore  hailed, 
got  no  reply — hailed  a second  time,  and  got  none. 
Heard  a gun,  and  was  looking  at  the  Belt,  which 
fired  it  previous  to  any  gun  or  provocation  from 
the  President.  The  Belt  was  silenced  in  five  mi- 
nutes, and  orders  were  sent  to  every  division  of  guns 
on  board  the  President  to  cease.  The  Belt  renewed 
the  fire,  and  the  President  also.  In  six  minutes  the 
Beit  ceased  firing  again,  and  the  comm.odore  was 
very  anxious  to  stop  the  fire  on  board  the  President. 
No  fire  or  sheering  off.  The  Belt  was  in  a very 
dangerous  situation  and  would  probably  have  been 
sunk  by  another  broadside.  Heard  hailing  from  the 
Belt,  and  understood  they  said  their  colours  were 
down;  and  so  reported.  Commodore  Rodgers  hail- 
ed, “have  you  struck  your  colours?”  and  was  an- 
swered; “I  have,  and  am  in  great  distress,”  Lights 
were  up  on  board  the  President  during  the  night. 
Commodore’s  statement  confirmed. 

Andre-w  L.  B.  AJadiso^i,  lAeutenant  of  Marines— 
Was  on  the  gangway.  Heard  the  commodore  hafl 
first,  then  wait  15  or  18  seconds,  time  enough  for 
a reply,  but  got  none,  and  hailed  again:  when  tlie 
Little  Belt  fired  a gun  from  her  gangway.  Saw  the 
flash  and  heard  tlie  report;  no  gun  or  provocation 
had  been  offered  by  commodore  Rodgers.  In  six 
secpjp^ds  a gun  was  fired  from  the  President,  when 
instantly  Hie  Belt  fired  three  guns,  and  then  her 
broadside  and  musketry.  Belt  silenced  in  six  or 
seven  m in utes>.  .Firing  stopped  in  the  President.  In 
two  or  three  minutes  the  Belt  renewed  the  action, 
and  in  four  or  five  minutes  was  again  silenced,  when 
commodore  Rodgers  ord^of e,(yiis  fire  to  cea.se,  and 
appeared  anxious  to  prevent  d^age.  No  fire  or 
sheering  off  of  the  President.  ; Commodore’s  re- 
port confirmed. 

Captain  Caldivell  confirmed  the  account  of  the 
first  and  second  guns,  and  broadside,  ^ given  by 
the  other  witnes.ses. 

Jacob  Mull,  Sailing  master — Was  on  the  quarter- 
deck. Commodore  Rodgers  hailed,  and  got  notaiswer 
but  “halloo.”  f After  sufficient  time  hailed;'again, 
and  got  no  reply,,  but  a shot,  without  provocation. 
In  three  or  four  seconds  returned  the  shot,  and  got 
a general  fire  from  the  Little  Belt.  Thought  the 
Belt  a heavy  frigate  until  next  day.  Action'  con- 
tinued fourteen  of  fifteen  minutes,  including  three 
or  four  minutes  interval.  Little  Beit  could  not  have 


Belt  was  silenced  in  five  minutes,  and  the  President  | fired  again,  but  President  could  liave  sunk  her— 


ceased.  Tlie  Belt  renewed  the  fire,  and  corniuo- 
dore  Rodgers  re’uiTied  it,  and  silenced  her  again  in 
five  minutes.  Boarding  the  Belt  the  next  morning; 


Commodore’s  official  account  is  true. 

JAeutenunt  Creighton  ihouglit  the  luttle  Belt  a fri- 
gate (excepting  her  fe«ble  defence)  until  next  day. 
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Captain  Bing“ham  told  him  the  President’s  colours 
were  not  hoistevl,  but  recollected  the  pendant.  It 
is  the  usa^e,  as  before  stated  by  another  witness,  for 
the  Presicient  to  be  prepared  for  action  on  coming- 
along-  side  of  any  armed  vessel.  Thoug-ht  the  Little 
Belt  displa)ied  bad  manag-ement  or  want  of  conduct 
in  her  defence. 

Joseph  Smith,  J\Tulshipman,  acting'  as  J\fastcr*s 
mate — Commanding-  fourth  division  of  iguns.  He.ird 
Commodore  Rodg-ers  hail  and  no  reply  for  five 
seconds.  Heard  second  hail,  and  was  lookiner  at 
the  Little  Belt  when  the  first  g-im  was  fireel  by  her, 
before  a shot  or  any  provocation  was  g-iven  by  the 
President.  Then  Commodore  Roc  ers  fired  a 
g-un,  then  the  Belt  three,  and  action  continued. — 
Thougiit  the  Belt  a frig-ate.  Tlie  duration  of  the 
action  and  orders  to  cease,  as  before  stated.  The 
last  order  to  stop  firing  was  received  by  three  dif- 
firrent  officers.  Commodore  Rodgers’  statement 
confirmed. 

Henry  Dennison,  Acting  Chaplain — ^\Vas  on  the 
quarter-deck.  Little  Belt  was  70  or  80  yards  dis- 
tant, Heard  Commodore  Rodgers  hail,  and  the 
reply,*  and  the  second  hail — then  a gun, , he  thinks 
from  the  Belt,  as  he  felt  no  jar  in  the  President — 
and  no  gun  or  provocation  had  been  given  by  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  Account  of  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers confirmed, 

Michael  Roberts,  Boats-wain — Was  on  the  forecas- 
tle— saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  gun  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt,  before  any  provocation  hud  been  given 
from  the  President,  Had  not  seen  the  Commo- 
dore’s account. 

Richard  Carson,  Midshipman — Was  on  the  fore- 
castle and  gangways.  Commodore  Rodgers  hailec^^ 
and  was  answered  by  repeating  his  words;  secon  I 
hail  was  answered  by  a shot.  Was  looking  at  the 
Little  Belt,  and  saw  and  heard  the  gun  before  any 
provocation  from  Commodore  R.— Gun  from  the 
President  was  followed  by  the  Belt’s  broadside,  as 
stated  by  others.  Commodore’s  account  confirmed. 

Matthew  Perry,  Midshipman- — Was  on  the  quar- 
ter. Heard  hail,  reply,  second  hail,  and  gun  fi-om 
Belt,  before  any  gun  or  provocation  from  President, 
followed  by  fire  from  Little  Belt.  Statement  of 
Commodore  Rodgers  confirmed. 

Silas  Duncan,  Mulshipynan — Was  in  the  foretop. 
Heard  Commodore  R.  hail,  reply,  and  second  hail; 
then  two  guns  in  quick  succe.ssion,  and  believes 
firstfromthe  Belt,  but  could  not  swear,  as  he  was 
behind  the  foretop-sail.  Commodore’s  statement 
confirmed. 

John  McClack,  Mlubhipman—W %?,  in  the  mizen 
top.  Heard  first  h lil,  no  renh’^,  and  second  hail  as 
stated.  Tiiought  the  Belt  fired  first,  as  he  felt  no 
jar  at  first  shot,  but  did  the  second.  Confirms  Com- 
modore R’s  Report. 

Thomas^  Gamble,  second  TAentenant — Commanded 
the  firsy^  division  of  guns.  Commodore  Rodgers 
hailed  “ship  ahoy!”  Was  answered  “iialloo.” 
A iked  “what  ship  is  that?” — Received  his  own 
wprds  repeated  in  reply.  Hailed  again,  “what  ship 
is-tlid?”  Then  a gmi  from  the  Bfdt.  Heard  no 
gun  or  provocation  from  tlie  President — swears  no 
gun  was  fired  from  his  division.  Nothing  but  round 
and  grape  shot  fired  after  act  ion  comme:iced.  Com- 

•’*'  Some  landmen  (like  tiie  reporter)  might  mis- 
take the  .nanner  of  hailing,  whicli  was  tlius: 

President,  The  ship  ahoy. ^ L.  halloo. 

President,  W'lat  sliip  is  that? 

L’.ttle  Beh,  Wliat  ship  is  that? 

President,  What  ship  is  that? 

Little  Belt.  Answers  by  a gun! 


modore’s  orders  as  before  stated.  Belt  was  in  a' 
favorable  position  for  firing,  but  anotlier  broadside 
would  probably  have  sunk  he  Belt.  S.iw  no  colours 
on  the  Bel:,  and  took  her  fora  frigate  .of  36  or  38 
guns.  No  fire  on  board,  or  sheering  off  by  the 
^resident.  Commodore  Rodger’s  account  con- 
firmed. 

Alexander  James  Dallas,  third  TAentenant — Com- 
manded ' bird  division  of  guns.  Heard  first  h.  il, 
and  second,  and  question  repeated  back  from  Little 
Belt;  then  third  hail  and  gun.  Was  looking  at  ^he 
Belt  when  slie  fired,  when  no  gun  or  provocation 
had  been  given  by  the  President.  Was  in  tlie 
bridle  port,  wlien  tlie  Belt  fil  ed,  and  af.er  the  sliot 
was  received  got  into  the  port  and  fired  a gun  in 
return,  from  general  orders,  without  particular 
direction.  A broadside  from  the  Belt  immediaicly 
succeeded.  None  but  round  and  grape  shot  used 
in  his  division;  and  no  fire  or  sheering  off.  A 
broadside  more  would  probably  have  sunk  the  Belt. 
(Jommodoi-e  Rodgers  was  very  anxious  to  stop  the 
firing.  The  commodore’s  statement  confirmed. 

John  M.  Fnnclc,  4th  Lieutenant — Com.  third  divi- 
sion, gun  deck.  Heard  hail,  reply,  second  hail, 
and  gun  from  Belt,  as  before.  Heard  no  gun  or 
provocation  from  President,  and:  certainly  Was  none 
from  his  division.  Gun  from  Belt  returned  from 
President,  in  five  or  six  seconds,  and  broadside 
from  Belt  ensued.  Orders  of  Commodore  Rodgers 
as  before.  Round  and  grape  only  fired.  No  fire  or 
sheering  ofi‘.  Another  broadside  would  have  sunk 
the  Belt.  Commodore  Rodgers  exerted  himself  to 
stop  the  firing.  Coinmodore’s  official  account  con- 
firmed. 

Peter  Gamble  Midshipman — Was  on  gun  deck, 
at  second  division.  Heard  first  shot  from  Little 
Belt,  and  felt  no  jar  on  board  the  President.  No 
gun  or  provocation  from  commodore  Rodgers. — 
Confirms  the  official  account. 

Edward  Babbet,  J^Iidshilrmaii — Was  on  gun  deck, 
third  division.  Was  looking-  at  the  Belt,  and  saw 
and  lieard  the  first  gun  from  her.  No  gun  or  pro- 
vocation liad  been  given  by  the  President.  Com- 
modore Rodgers  account  confirmed. 

Lieutenant  Cr<?/g/i#o/jtestified  that  lights  were  hois- 
ted on  Bo.ard  the  President  the  niglit  after  the  action. 

J\Tr.  Mull  testified  that  the  damage  on  board  the 
President  was,  one  boy  wounded,  asliot  in  theniain- 
mast,  and  another  in  the  foremast,  with  some  of  the 
backstays  cut  away:  but  not  a single  shot  of  any 
kind  from  the  Little  Belt  struck  the  hull  of  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Edward  Rutledge  Shvbrick,  Midshipman — AVas 
forward  on  gun  deck,  at  first  division.  Was  look- 
ing .at  the  Bel  i , and  saw  and  heard  the  first  fire  irom 
her,  before  any  gun  or  provocation  from  the  Presi- 
dent, and  confirms  die  commodore’s  account. 

Philip  Dickerson  Spencer,  Midshipman — AVas  on 
the  gun  deck  at  tliird  division.  AVas  confident  the 
first  shot  came  from  the  Little  Belt,  No  gun  had 
fired  from  his  division,  or  provocation  had  been  giv--^ 
en  by  commodore  Roilgers.  Heard  no  hail  from  the 
Belt.  Confirms  the  commodore’s  statement. 

Breasted  Barnes,  Carpenter — AA^as  on  gun  deck, 

! to  attend  pumps,  and  looking  at  the  Belt  wlien  she 
fired  the  first  shot,  before  a gun  or  provocation  fi-om 
commodore  Rodgers.  The  President  did  not  receive 
a sliotof  any  sort  in  the  hull,  but  one  in  her  main- 
mast and  another  in  her  foremast. 

John  Messe,  Captain  of  first  gun,  in  the  first  divi- 
sion on  the  gun  deck,  was  looking  at  the  Little 
Belt,  and  saw  and  heard  her  fire  first. 

Kliphalelt  Carr,  g-nn  No.  2,  gun  deck,  testifies 
exactly  the  same  as  Nesse. 
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John  Jones  (capt.  absent)  was  at  g-un  No.  3,  and 
tes'^fies  he  same. 

Jantes  Beach,  captain  No.  4,  test  ifies  the  same. 

Trophemus  Davis,  captain  No.  5,  testifies  the 
same. 

John  Bayfield,  captain  No.  6,  testifies  the  same. 

Benjamin  Broivn,  (1st  and  2d  captains  absent) 
was  at  No.  7,  and  tes  tifies  the  same. 

Edxoard  Fitzgetald,  captain  No.  8,  testifies  the 
same. 

James  Cornwall,  captain  No.  9,  says  Little  Belt 
fired  first  to  the  best  of  his  knowledg-e. 

Joh7i  Fitch,  captain  No.  10,  was  looking-  at  the 
Belt,  and  saw  and  heard  the  first  gun  come  from 
her. 

Richard  Thompson  (captain  absent)  was  at  No. 
11,  .and  saw  the  Belt  fire  first. 

John  JMason,  captain  No.  12,  testifies  the  same. 

James  Thompson,  captain  No.  13,  testifies  the 
same. 

David  Jjawson,  captain  No.  14,  testifies  the  same. 

James  I^ee,  captain  No.  15,  declares  the  same. 

Edward  Walher,  captain  1st  gun  4th  division, 
forecastle;  from  hearing  the  report  and  feeling  no 
jar,  believed  the  first  shot  came  from  the  Belt. 

Moses  Dunbar,  2d  capt.  (1st  absent)  2d  gun,  4th 
division,  was  loooking  at  the  Little  Beit,  and  saw 
her  fire  first. 

George  Simmons,  2d  capt.  (1st  absent)  3d  gun, 
4th  division,  deck.!  ed  precisely  the  same. 

William  Campbell,  capt.  1st  gun,  4th  division  qr. 
deck,  declares  the  same. 

Thomas  Taylor,  captain  2d  gun,  qr.  deck,  saw  Lit-, 
tie  Belt  fire  6 seconds  first. 

Philip  Warner,  captain  3d  gun,  qr.  deck,  was 
looking-  at  Li  le  Belt,  and  saw  her  fii-e  first. 

Samuel  Bro~im,  2d  captain  (1st  absent)  4tk  divi- 
sion. q^iar' e.i-  cl -ck,  declares  the  same. 

Richard  Cockle,  2ci  captain  (1st  absent)  5th  gun, 
quarter  deck,  saw  the  Little  Beit  fire  3 or  4 seconds 

first. 

Edward  Patterson,  captain  6th  gun,  qr.  deck, 
declares  ihe  same. 

John  Anderson,  captain  7th  gun,  quarter  deck, 
declares  tfie  -;..me. 

James  Welch,  captain  8th  gun,  quarter  deck,  de- 
clares the  same. 

lAeutenant  Creighton  testified  further,  that  when 
the  Belt  was  s lenced  the  second  time,  she  luffed  up 
towards  the  commodore,  instead  of  keeping  away, 
as  she  should  have  do-ie  to  fire  at  the  President, 
and  would  have  done  if  her  rudder  had  been  free. 
Commodore  Rogers  expressed  much  humanity  and 
anxiety  io  stop  the  fi  nig. 

Mr.  Mull  testified  that  the  Commodore  display- 
ed g-re  r.  humanity. 

Lieutenant  Dallas  hearci  two  reports,  one  the  shot 
ag-'-inst  the  President’s  mast,  and  the  other  the  re- 
po' t of  the  gun  from  the  Belt. 

Silas  H.  Stinngham,  midshipman,  saw  the  Belt  file 
fii-s-;. 

JMnes  If  Ludlow,  midshipman,  saw  the  same. 

David  G.  hirraham,  midshipman,  saw  th.e  same. 

Lie^itenant  Crnq-hton,  ’.eruified  to  the  offers  of  as- 
sistance from  commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Belt  the 
next  Tviorning. 

Here  the  examination  closed,  having,  as  we  un- 
df^’r-stand,  embraced  every  deck  officer,  as  well  as 
captains  of  gnus  now  on  board  the  Pi  esident,  who 
was  pre.sen’.  during  the  aevion — The  hours  when 
the  ch.ise  and  ac  ion  took  place,  with  the  course 
stee.-e  1,  and  some  technical  sea-tenn.s,  are  omxued 
as  unessential  to  the  material  objects  of  enquiry. 


I From  the  above  it  appears  that  every  particular  of 
Commodore  Rodgers’  official  statement  is  strictly 
correct;  and,  in  general,  that  made  by  Captain 
Bingham  shewn  to  be  false  and  scandalous — even 
the  place  where  the  action  ensued  was  130  or  140 
miles  distant  from  where  he  de.scribed  it.  Every 
officer  on  board  the  President  was  examined,  and 
all  declared,  upon  oath,  that  the  Little  Belt  fired 
the  first  gun.  Had  the  captidn  suflered  for  his 
insolence  ins  ead  of  hi.s  crew,  it  would  have  been 
better.  We  hope  there  will  be  no  more  Chesa- 
peake business: — and  lie  who  refuses  to  support 
Rodgers  and  the  honor  of  the  A^nerican  flag,  must 
have  feelings  very  different  from  those  we  pos- 
sess on  the  subject. 

It  is  lamentable  that  some  amongst  us  (and  persons 
of  high  standing  too)  were  disposed  to  give 
implicit  credit  to  Bingham’s  statement,  and  deny 
that  made  by  Rodgers  in  toto.  Ratlier  to  beheve 
an  unknown  impertinent  fellow,  corrected  for  his 
insolence,  and  probably  intoxication,  than  a man 
born  of  oursedves,  ofknown  reputation  and  unsul- 
lied character,  whose  honor  is  as  unimpeachable 
as  bis  courage  is  unquestioned.  But  the  host  of 
testimony  will  not  overcome  tlie  prejudices  of 
some,  and  the  defence  made  by  Rodgers  will  be 
construed  into  a critne! 

Neither  the  government  or  its  officer  want  justifi- 
cation. If  Rodgers  had  not  resisted,  who  would 
not  have  despised  him.’’  Will  any  man  say  that 
Great  Britain  would  .siiffef  ships  to  liover  on 
her  coasts,  impress  her  searijen,  murder  her  sub- 
jects in  the  very  mouths  of  her  harbors,  and  cap- 
ture her  .ships  as  they  enter  or  leave  her  ports.'* 
Certainly  not.  And,  if  Commodore  Rodgers 
had  received  positive  instructions  to  clear  the 
coast  of  these  overbearing  ^Hords  of  the  ocean,’* 
tlie  government  would  be  supported  in  giving 
them — but  it  appears  no  such  orders  were  issued, 
and  that  Bingham,  entirely,  brought  on  himself 
the  chastisement  he  deserved 
The  following  extracts  from  late  London  papers 
may  shew  the  feelings  of  the  ministerial  party  on 
this  event.  The  Jjondon  Gazette  is  the  official 
organ  of  the  government — the  Courier  is  under- 
stood to  be  immediately  controled  by  Perceval, 
Wellesley,  & Co.  Tlie  British  regard  with  piu'ti- 
cuho-  tenacity  all  things  relating  to  their  navyi 
and  the  “affair”  will  probably  form  an  important 
item  in  the  maiters  submitted  for  negociation,  if 
negociat  ioii  is 'thought  necessary. 

Ofj^“We  have  now  ^e  word  of  honor  of  Captain 
Bingham^  that  the  firing  was  pomnienced  by  Rodg- 
ers; and  who  will  put  the  vexacity  of  an  American 
captain  in  competition  with  that'  of  an  honorable 
British  officer!”  S^London  Gazette. 

“The  American  government  haying  made  such 
baste  to  nublish  Rodgers’  account  of  his  action  wjth 
the  Little  Belt,  they  were  anxious  )to  shew 

their  desire  to  shut  the  door  against  ail  negociaiion,, 
explanation,  and  adjustment,  our  government  have 
felt  it  their  dutv  not  to  withhold  Capt.  Brnghami’s. 
account.  It  will  be  found  that  we  published  a 
con-ect  sketch  of  it  in  the  Courier,  of  the  4th  inst. 
and  that  the  account  given  by  the  American  is  any 
tiling  but  tlie  true  one.  Captain  Bingham  kpew 
her  to  be  an  American  frigate  by  her  colors;  Rodgers 
therefore,  must  have  known  tliat  the  Little  Belt 
was  but  a .sloop,  and,  as  our  colors  were  hoisted, 
that  .she  was  a British  sloop,  Bui  he  came  down 
upon  us  with  an  evident  hostile  inten'ion,  attempt- 
ing to  lay  his  ship  in  a position  to  rake  our’s.  He 
did  not  hail  us  first,  as  he  asseyled,  ibliowiiig  up 
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tfiat  impudent  falsehood,  Avith  a lecture  upon  the 
'‘rule.s  of  politeness.”  We  hailed  the  first  and 
•ccond  time,  receiving  each  time  only  a repetition 
of  our  question.  There  was  no  sing’le  ^un  fired  by , 
us,  or  on  either  side.  But  the  American,  tlie  mo; 
xnent  after  he  had  hailed  the  second  time,  poured  a 
broadside  into  our  sloop,  which  of  course  was 
immediately  'returned,  and  an  action  took  place; 
not  of  five  minutes  only,  as  the  Bucanneer  stated 
but  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour — 18  British  g-uns 
ag-ainst  44  American!  And  we  never  struck  our 
colors!  This  is  placed  bevond  a doubt  by  the 
Bucanneer s question  and  Captain  Bingham^s  an- 
swer. The  next  day  the  American  sent  a boat  on 
board  to  express  his  regiet  “for  the  un  fori  unate 
affair,”  to  tell  a direct  lie  that  he  did  not  know  our 
force  to  be  so  inferior,  and  to  follow  it  up  with 
^’^other  falsehood,  that  fired  the  first  gun. — 
“Ihis”  says  captain  Bingham,  “was  positively  not 
the  case,”  and  if  w'e  had  not  the  sacred  word  of  a 
British  officer,  we  still  .should  have  said  how  wliolly 
improbable  it  was  that  a sloop  of  war  s'hould  com- 
mence hostilities  within  pistol  shot  of  a large  44 
g-un  frigate. 

“There  is  however,  one  point  of  captain  Bi?ig- 
ham’s  letter  in  which  we  do  not  agree  with  him.  He 
says,  “by  the  manner  he  apologised,  it  appeared  to 
me  evident,  that  had  he  fallen  in  with  a British 
frigate  he  would  certainly  have  broug'ht  her  to 
no;  the  man  wL>o  could  begin  hos- 
tilities by ’•attacking  a vessel  of  so  inferior  force, 
would  have  shiunk  from  a contest  with  a ship 
of  equal  force.  However,  we  liope  he  ivill  “fall 
in  With  a British  frigate,  and  bring  her  to  ac- 
tion.” 

“The  American  government  having  published 
Bodgers'  account,  and  approved  of  his  conduct, 
thereby  precluding  all  negociation;  captain  Bing- 
ham's letter  having  placed  it  beyond  a doubt  that  the 
hostile  conduct  of  the  Amei-ican  was  unprovoked, 
and  that  letter  beingcoupled  with  Admiral  Sawyer's 
previous  instructions,  demonstrative  of  the  anxiety 
of  our  government  not  to  g-ive  the  least  provocation 
or  cause  of  offence  to  the  Un  ted  States,  there  is  but 
one  course  left  for  us  to  pursue.  The  blood  of  our 
murdered  countrymen  must  be  revenged,  and  war 
MUST  ENSUE.  The  couduct  of  Ame'-ica  leaves  us 
no  alternative;  and  therefore  it  is  idle,  if  hot  worse, 
to  treat  the  subject  as  if  it  were  “an  inponyenient 
dilemma  \Affiich  ministers”  according  to  the  oppo- 
sition, “h.we  solely  to  attribute^, to  tlieir  own  folly, 
in  not  confirming  Mr.  Erskirie’s  sensible  arrange- 
ment.” Of  Mr.  Erskinds  sensible  arrangement  we 
have  so  often  expressed  our  opinion,  that  it  wei  e 
unnecessary  to  repeat  it,  IVe  have  behaved  towards 
Jlmerica  with  unexampled  forbearance;  but  that 
forbearance,  has  produced  insolence,  and  that  in- 
solence must  BE  PUNISHED!!!” 

[ Courier. 


French  language 
Italian 

P'lemish  or  Dutch 
(4erma« 

Lower  Brittany  . 


27,91 6,reo 

4.922.000 

4.411.000 
4,100,01)0 

1.075.000 


42,425,000 

This  comprehends  the  late 
additions,  and  includes 
tlie  three  departments  of 
the  Ems — to  which  add. 

The  Roman  state — Italian  875,000 

Valais  126,000 

Total  population  of  the  empire- 


43,425,000 


Another  statement  gives  the  population  thus: 
In  the  112  departments  of 
France  36,060,104 

Kingdom  of  Italy  5,439,555 

Holland  1,881,880 


Total 


*42,381, 43& 


French  Siati.stics. 

GENERAL  RESULTS,  FROM  MANY  AUTHORITIES, 

The  chief  of  the  items  to  be  particularly  noticed 
hereafter. 

Population. 

The  Parisian  board  of  long'itude  give 
tiie  following  statement  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Fi-ench  empire,  1811, 
distinguishing  the  inhabitants  by 
the  language  they  speak,  uiul  exclud- 
ing the  militar\- — 


If  to  the  mighty  aggregate  we  add  the 
ovher  tributary  or  dependent  king- 
doms and  states,  we  may  venture  to 
assert,  witli  tolerable  correctness, 
that  the  ^‘Emperor  of  the  French," 
presides  over  not  kbs  tliari  sixty-fve 
millions  o f the  human  race. 

The  military  establishment  of  France 
varies  according  to  circumstances — 
it  is  believed  there  have  been  more 
than  a million  of  men  under  arms, 
excluding  the  forces  of  her  allies  or 
dependencies — the  present  amount 
of  Frencli  troops,  in  round  num- 
bers, is  about  565,000 

Say,  of  Infantry  of  the  line  300,000 
Light  infantry  140,  00 

Cavalry  100,000 

Artillery  &.  Engineers  50,000 
Besides  these  there  is  an  im- 
perial guard  whose  num- 
I her  is  8,500 

The  active  force  at  the  disposal  of 
France,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1807,  coiLsisted  of  armed  men  1,144,000 

[At  present  we  are  not  sufficiently  informed  of  die 
naval  power  of  France  to  venture  on  a statement 
which  shall,  however,  be  published  when  we 
possess  the  facts  necessary  to  it.] 

Revenues,  Expenditures,  &c. 

The  revenue,  as  well  as  the  expenditures  of  France, 
{being  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  at  the  will  of  the 
j Emperor,  renders  it  almost  impossible  to  form  an 
ex.TCt  calculation,  as  what  he  receives  from  exterior 
I means  is  not  fully  known— the  receipts,  however, 
of  all  denominations,  have  been  estimated  at  fi  om 
800  to  900  millions  ot  francs — (from  150  millions  to 
% 168,75'J,0t'i ;)  the  disbursements  about  the  same; 
but,  as  observed  before,  these  estimates  are  ves  y 
uncertain,  and  compared  with  the  revenue  and 
expenditures  of  G;-eat  Britain,  would  appear  not  to 
amount  to  one-half  of  what  we.  might  expect  them 
to  be.  For  instaixie,  the  whole  support  of  tlie 
French  armies  and  th^ir  contingent  expenses,  are 
stated  to  be  about  300  millions  of  francs  (say  60 
millions  of  dollars) — the  British  army  expenditures 
for  ihe  last  year  amounted  to  moi-e  than  8u  millions. 
A French  army,  however,  is  supported  at  a less 
cost  than  a British  army;  provisions,  &c.  being 
much  cheaper.  We  give  the  facts  as  wy  find  them. 


* 'I'his  amount  by  adding  the  “Roman  state”  and 
Valais,  is  nearly  tlie  same  as  the  preceding. 
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The  revenues  of  the  ancient  monarchy  of  France 
Wei  e .^boui  90  millions  of  dollars;  and  vhe  expenses 
g-enei  aily  exceeded  the  income  8 or  10  millions — 
the  i:vce”est  of  the  national  debt,  at  vhe  commence- 
ment Of  the  revolution,  was  about  30  mdlions;  and 
tiie  pensions  paid  amounted  to  5 millions.  The  in- 
tcres’  of  vhe  public  debt,  with  a certain  sum  allot- 
ted for  its  redemption,  and  amount  oi'  pensions  paid, 
is,  at  this  time,  stated  co  be  about  90  miilions  of 
francs annum  (g5l,,78r,500.) 

Cities. 

Paris,  according'  io  a laie  census,  contained 
547, /op  i.ia^viduais — the  ibliowing-  curious  esii- 
m,,  e of  some  of  the  articles  consumed  (annually) 
bv  vuem  is  worth  recoi’ding:  193,271  head  of  horn- 
eel  cat'dej  55,3&5  hog’s;  400,000  soeep;  36,500  doz- 
en pigeons,  besides  an  immense  quantity  of  fowls; 
100,0i)0  cwt,  of  salt  water  fish,  fresh  and  salted: 
l,u00,000  dozen  oysters;  the  value  of  1.002,000 
fi’.mcs  ;^gl3r,8oi)  m tresh  water  fisn,  76,0u0  craw 
fish;  win;;.  ,o  i^e  yaiue  of  42  miilions  of  francs 
(^7  870,000);  bLaiidy  to  the  value  of  6.400,000 
fivlnc:.  (^I,2o0,o00),  vinegar  to  the  value  of  460.000 
francs  ('^85,200);  c.der  about  the  same;  206,788,224 
pounds  uf  bre^d;  107,000  quarters  of  Oats,  and 
42,500,  do,  of  bai  ley.  - 

Paris  is  dibi.aiu  from  Rome,  840  miles;  Naples, 
966;  Leghorn,  612;  Venice,  690;  Genoa,  540; 
Milan,  465;  Turut,  480;  Con.So;tntinopie,  1596; 
B.c.ie,  oOO;  S..  Petersburg,  1488;  Prague,  900; 
yienna,  840;  Berlin,  636;  Dresden,  636,  Ambher- 
dam,  276;  Stockholm,  912/  Copenhagen,  720/ 
London,  270/  Cadiz,  1080;  Lisbon,  1020/  Madi’id, 
750. 

Among  the  cities  of  the  French  Empire  contain- 
ing mo  re  than  50,000  inhabitants  are  the  following: 
A nsterd.iiT!,  220,000/  Venice,  200,000/  Milan, 
170, oOO;  Rome,  16'J,000;  Hamburg,  160,000/ 
seine;,  102,217/  Lyons,  100,041/  Bordeaux, 
112,8u0/  Roncih  87,000/  Genoa,  75,801/  Florence, 
75  207/  Nantes.,.77.12a/  Brussels,  72,280/  Turin, 
65>10(t/  Lisle,  53,724/  Anttverp,  62,025/  Gand, 
57,329/  'Leghorn,  5u,582/  Ghent,  56,00lt/  Leige, 
50A0O/  Thoulose,  51,000/  Bologna,  74,1)00,  and 
jhauv  others,  of  which,  as  well  as  those  as  low  as 
twelve  thousand,  we  may  have  occasion  to  publish 
a complete  list. 

M I SCELL  .VXEO  US . 

In  1787,  i was  csuiv.ated  thvJ.  France 

liud  tons  of  shii-'ping  2,007,761 

The  exports  in  the  same.yeur  were  ra- 
ce! thus; 

Profittc'  oT  tiieso  l,  oil  472,000  4 141  740 

Industry  231,lo2,uC0  S ^ ’ 

Tne  imernr.]  irrproven-ier.ts  in  France 
a'-e  fully  commensurate  ''vj.h  ti,e 
ndguev  views  of  hev  ruler; — we 
have  A list,  wi-  h a concise  deter  p- 
tion  of  the  several  canals,  which  .-e 
intend  Ip  publi;  h — for  tjie  p ’e;>ent 


The  »4/iHt‘raLsubstances  of  France  are 
calculated  to  give  employ  to  1 ,100,790 
heads  of  famihes,  and  to  produce  lui 
annual  value  of  150,102,000  francs  1^28,147,4:^ 
The  vineyards  in  France  are  stated  to 
produce,  each  year,  on  an  average, 

galls.  492,750,000 
France  (proper)  contains  square  miles  186,282 

But  with  its  adaitions  since  the  revo- 
lution 295, 14B 

riiere  are  to  each  square  mile  in  France 


perso)is 

122 

Fj-ance  (proper)  contains 

acres 

131,722,295 

The  ploughed  lands  are  estimated  at 

acres 

70,000,000 

Vineyards 

do. 

6.000,000 

Woodlands 

do. 

16,590,000 

Pasture  lands 

do. 

14,000,000 

Heath  and  uncultivated  lands. 

, rivers. 

lakes.  Sec.  about 

do. 

25,000,000 

w 11  only  obser^’e  ;l!  v,  ibr  \ • ':  vnai 
improvemem.;  this  ye-.r,  the  Empe- 
ror h w,  aunroPi  Litcd 


J^gricnltU'-'e  ■ c’Uj 


hes 


the  internal 


g28,600,000 


tvmle  .'’Fr  'ic-  uv'iclf  s to  tne  value 


of  1.820 
To  w V ;vj 
mihim  / 
4V>/  fo 
la./ 


■i‘  6 

6 S' 

35/ 

I one 


s of  frc  'w. 
hr-zedy  A'orth  350 
C'-  n 700/  bat:le 
v(  ;d  -..ad  cha'ceoal 
i'k  25,  and  uemp 


^341,650,000 


Tne  Bank  of  France  has  notes- m cir- 
cuiation  to  the  ainoun  of  120  mil- 
lions of  francs  3^22,500,000 

O7F  The  foregoing  may  suffice  ^ov  0. general  viexvf 
we  have  .spared  no  pains  to  make  it  as  coi-rect  as 
possible,  by  many  references  to  the  best  authori- 
ties.  When  we  shall  enter  upon  the  details,  as 

we  propose  to  do,  we  expect  to  present  a great  num- 
ber of  interesting  facts  not  commonly  known;  and 
by  which  we  shall  be  able  to  point  out  the  mate- 
rial errors,  if  any  there  siiould  appear  to  be,  in  the 
hove. 


i.unc  lo  ra\.ed  at  18  3-4  cents. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte. 

ABRIDGED  FRO?I  THE  HOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES, 

CHAPTER  II. 

C Continued  from  page  27. J 

General  Savary  was  now  announced  as  Envoy* 
from  tlie  emperor  and  obtained  and  audience  in  that 
capacity.  He  professed  that  he  was  sent  merely  to 
compLment  Ferdinand,  and  to  know  whether  his  sen- 
timents wiih  re-bpect  to  France  were  conformable  to 
those  of  the  king  his  father;  if  it  were  so,  the  Em- 
peror would  forego  all  consideration  of  what  had 
passed;  would  m no  degree  interfere  with  tlie  inte- 
rior-concerns of  the  kingdom;  and  would  immedi- 
ately recognize  him  as  king  of  Spain  and  of  the  In- 
dies. 'Fo  this  the  mos;.  satis ;actory  answer  -Was  giv- 
en.  It  neiti'.er  vvas  nor  could  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  prince’s  party  to  offend  France;  the  only 
hope  which  they  had  hitherto  entertained  of  regene- 
rating  their  government,  had  beeiy3y  allying  them- 
selves with  Bonaparte,  and  availing  themselves  of 
hi,,  power.  One  of  the  charges  agaiast  Godoy  which 
were  cih-rent  among  the  people,  was  tha.lof  a secret 
understanding  wilh  the  English,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  deliver  Ceus.a  into  their  hands,  and  fly 
with  all  his  treasures  under  their  )Brotection.  No- 
thing- could  be  desired  more  flattering  than  the  lan- 
guag'e  of  Savary  during  this  audience;  and  he  cou- 
ciuciecl  it  by  asserting  that  the  emperor  was  already 
near  Bayonne,  and  on  his  way  to  Madrid. 

No  sooner  however  liud  this  envoy  left  the  audi- 
ence chamber,  than  he  began,  as  it  in  his  individual 
capacity,  to  execute  the  real  object  of  his  mission. 
It  would  be  highly  grateful  & flattering  to  his  Impe- 
rial majesty,  he  saidj  if  the  king  would  meet  him  on 
the  road;  and  he  asser  .ed,  repeated,  and  in  the  most 
poidtive  lerm.s,  Uiat  Ins  ai rival  mig'ht  be  expected 
every  houi’,  So  positive  was  he  in  asser ting  this  false- 
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hood,  8c  so  urgent  in  pressing  the  advice,  that  F erdi- 
nand,  incapable  of  believing,  as  lie  needs  must  have 
been,  that  this  envoy  of  an  Emperor  was  sent  merely  ' 
for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  him,  yielded  to  h;s  soli- 
citations, half-tempted  by  his  flattery,  8c  at  tlie  same  . 
time  afraid  to  refuse  what  was  so  earnestly  required.  , 
It  is  mournful  to  transcribe  tUe  language  in  which 
he  communicated  this  resolution  to  the  president  of 
the  council.  (Ap.  8.)  *‘He  had  received  certain 
intelligence,”  that  his  faithfvd  friend  and  mighty 
ally,  the  emperor  of  the  French  and  King  of  Italy, 
was  already  arrived  at  Bayonne,  with  the  joyful  and 
•sahitary  purpose  of  passing  through  this  kingdom, 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  himself,  (the  king)  and 
to  the  great  profit  and  advantage  of  his  beloved 
.subjects. — His  absence  could  last  only  a few  daj^s, 
during  which  he  expected,  from  the  love  8c  fidelity 
of  his  dear  subjects,  who  had  hitherto  conducted 
themselves  in  so  praise-worthy  a manner,  that  they 
would  continue  to  remain  tranquil:  that  the  good 
harmony  between  them  8c  the  French  troops  would 
still  be  maintained;  and  that  those  troops  should  be 
punctually  supplied  with  every  thing  necessary  for 
their  maintenance.”  On  the  same  day  he  appoint- 
ed his  uncle,  the  Infante  Don  Antonia,  IVe.sident  of 
the  high  council  of  government,  as  well  it  was  said, 
on  account  of  the  ties  of  blood,  as  because  of  the 
distinguished  qualities  with  which  he  was  endowed, 
to  transact  all  necessary  and  pressing  business  which 
might  occur  during-  his  absence.  In  this  decree  he 
stated,  that  lie  should  go  to  Burgos,  evidently  im- 
plying an  intention  at  that  time  not  to  go  farther. 

Accordingly  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  April, 
Ferdinand  began  this  unhappy  journey.  Savary, 
affecting  the  most  zealous  and  assiduous  attention, 

solicited  the  honor  of  accompanying-  him; he 

had  just,  he  .said,  received  information  of  the  Em- 
peror’s approach,  and  it  was  not  possible  that  they 
shoidd  proceed  fiirther  than  Burgos  before  they  met 
him.  They  readied  Burgos  and  Bonaparte  was  not 
there,  neither  was  there  any  tidings  of  his  drawing- 
near.  Savary,  who  had  followed  the  young  king  in 
a separate  carriagCjUrged  him  to  proceed  to  'S'ittoria. 
Feidinand  hesitated;  but  ihe  same  flatteries  and 
falsehoods  on  the  part  of  the  Fi-ench  envoy,  and  the 
same  anxiety  and  secret  fear  wliich  had  induced  him 
to  come  thus  far,  made  him  ag.iin  consent.  At  Vit- 
toria,  Ferdinand  received  inteiligence  that  Bona- 
parte liad  reached  Bordeaux,  and  was  on  his  way 
to  Bayonne.  In  consequence  of  tliis  advice,  the  In- 
fante D.on  Carlos,  wlio  had  been  waiting  at  Tolosa, 
proceeded  to  the  iattep. place,  whither  tiie  Emperor 
liad  invited  him:  he  reached  that  city  some  days 
before  him. 

Measures  were  soon  resolved  on.  Savary  \vho 
had  proceeded  to  Bayonne,  returned  ihither  with  a 
letter  from  Bonaparte  to  Ferdinand.  It  began  by 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  that  letter  which  the 
prince  had  writtenre:speciing  the  projected  marriage 
before  the  affair  of  tlie  Escurial,  and  the  receipt 
of  W'lich  Bonaiiarte  had  formerly  denied.  “Your 
liignes.s”  said  he — for  the  title  of  Iting  was  care- 
fuHy  withheld — will  permit  me  under  the  present 
circumstances,  to  address  you  with  frankness  and 
sincerity.  I expected  that  on  my  arrival  at  Madrid, 

I should  have  persuaded  m\-  illustrious  friend  to 
make  some  necessary  reforms  in  his  dominions 
which  would  g.ve  considerable  satisfaction  to  the 
pabl.c  feeling*.  The  removal  of  the  Prince  de  la  Paz 
appuiredto  me  indispensable  to  his  happiness  Sithe 
interests  of  the  people.  I have  frequenilv  express- 
ed my  wishes  that  he  should  be  removed;  and,  if  I 
did  not  persevere  in  mv  application,  it  was  on  ac- 
coua  t my  friendship  for  king  Charles,  raid  a wish  if 


possible,  not  to  see  the  weakness  of  his  attachments. 
Oil  wretchedness  of  human  nature!  imbecility  and  * 
error!  such  is  our  lot.  The  events  of  the  Nonh 
retarded  my  journey,  and  the  occurrences  at  Aran- 
juez  have  supervened.  I do  not  coiistitute  myself 
judge  of  those  events:  but  it  is  very  dangerous  for 
Kings  to  accustom  their  subjects  to  shed  blood,  and 
to  take  the  administi-ation  of  justice  into  their  own 
iiands.  I pray  God  that  your  Highness  may  not 
one  day  find  it  so.  It  would  not  be  conformable  to 
tlie  interest  of  Spain  to  proceed  severely  against  a 
Prince  who  is  united  to  one  of  the  Royal  Family, 
and  has  so  long  governed  the  kingdom.  He  has  no 
longer  any  friends;  as  little  will  your  Royal  High- 
ne.ss  find  any  should  you  cease  to  be  fortunate  the 
people  eagerly  avenge  themselves  for  the  homage 
which  they  pay  us.” 

This  was  the  languageof  a tyrant,  who  felt  that 
he  held  his  power  by  no  other  tenure  than  that^  of 
force,  and  reconciled  himself  to  his  own  usurpation 
by  a base  philosophy — thinking  ill  of  human  nature 
because  he  could  not  think  well  of  himself  What 
followed  was  more  re.markable.  “How,”  said  he, 
“could  tlie  Prince  de  la  Paz  be  brought  to  trial 
without  implicating  the  King  and  Queen  in  the  pro- 
cess of  exciting  seditious  passions,  the  result  of 
whicli  might  be  fatal  to  }our  crown.  Your  royal 
highness  has  no  other  right  to  it  than  what  you  de- 
rive from  your  mother.  If  the  cause  inf  ires  her  ho- 
nor, you  destroy  your  oivn  claims.  Do  not  give  ear  to 
weak  and  perfidious  councils.  You  have  no  right 
to  try  the  prince  de  la  Paz;  his  crimes,  if  any  are 
imputed  to  bin),  merge  in  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown.  He  may  be  banished  from  Spain,  and  I may 
offer  him  an  asylum  in  France.” 

The  reader  will  at  once  perceive  the  meaning  of 
the  infamous  insinuation  which  is  here  made  against 
the  legitimac}^  of  Ferdinand:  and  it  will  excite  sen- 
sations of  a very  solemn  character  to  reflect  on  the 
degradation  of  feeling  whicli  could  not  be  roused  at 
the  bare  suspicion.  In  what  light  soever  tlie  char- 
acter of  the  Prince  mav  have  been  viewed  through 
the  dubious  vista  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  con- 
cealed, here  is  an  act  which  is  stripped  of  all  mys- 
tery, doubt  or  denial.  That  a man  should  tamely 
listen  to  such  an  accusation  against  his  mother — 
that  a king — a Spanish  king-,  should  thus  be  deter- 
red from  the  punishment  of  “his  bitterest  enemie.s,” 
iho  author  of  all  his  country’s  woes,  and  the  man 
who  had  compelled  him  to  sign  a confession  that 
he  had  conspired  against  the  life  of  his  father,  can 
.scarcely  he  credited  by  men  wlio  are  alive  to  the 
slightest  sensations  of  honor.  But  Ferdinand  had 
resigned  the  sword  of  Francis  I.  and  he  wished  to 
retain  the  crown  of  Spain. 

With  respect  to  the  abdication,  Bonaparte  said, 
that  as  that  e\  ent  had  taken  place  when  his  armies  . 
were  in  Spain,  it  might  appear  in  the  eyes  of  Europe 
iiiid  of  jiosterity,  as  if  he  had  sent  tliose  troojis 
merely  to  expel  a friend  and  ally  from  his  throne. 
As  a neighboring  sovereign  it  became  him,  there- 
fore, to  inform  himself  of  all  the  circumstances, 
before  he  acknowledged  it. — He  added,  “I  declare 
to  your  ro\aI  highness,  to  t’ne  Spaniards,  and  to 
the  wliole  world,  if  the  abdication  of  king  Ch:ir1es 
be  voluntary,  and  has  not  been  forced  iqion  him  by 
tlie  insurrection  and  tumults  at  Aranjuez,  I have 
no  ditflculty  in  regarding  and  acknowledging  your 
royal  hig'hness  as  king  of  Spain.  I am  there- 
fore, anxious  to  have  some  conversation  witli  you 
on  this  subject.  The  circumspection  which  I have 
observed  upon  this  point  ougl.t  to  convince  vou  of 
the  support  you  will  find  in  me,  should  it  ever  h;  ?;)- 
pen  that  factions  of  any  kind  should  disturb  you  on 
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your  throne.  "When  king*  Charles  infoi  med  me  of 
the  affair  of  the  Escurial,  it  gave  me  the  greatest 


pain,  and  I flatter  myself  that  I contributed  to  its 
happy  termination.  Your  Royal  Highness  is  not 
altogether  free  from  blame;  of  this,  the  letter  which 
you  wrote  to  me,  and  which  [ have  always  wished 
to  forg'et,  is  a sufficient  proof.  When  you  are 
king,  you  will  know  how  sacred  are  the  rights  of 
the  thi’one.  Every  application  of  an  hei’editary 

prince  to  a foreign  sovereign  is  criminal.” This 

letter  seems  to  show  that  Ferdinand’s  letter  related 
to  something  more  than  the  proposal  of  marriage. 
That  marriage,  Bonaparte  said,  accorded,  in  his 
opinion,  with  the  interests  of  his  people,  and  he  re- 
gai'ded  it  as  a circumstance  which  would  unite 
him  by  new  ties  to  a house  whose  conduct  he  bad 
every  reason  to  praise  since  he  had  ascended  the 
throne. 

After  a threat  about  the  consequences  of  any  po- 
pular commotion,  Bonaparte  assured  the  young 
king  that  he  had  laid  open  the  inmost  sentiments 
of  his  heart,  and  that,  under  all  circumstances  he 
should  conduct  himself  towards  him  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  had  done  towards  the  king,  his  father; 

and  he  concluded  with  this  hypocritical  forrn, 

“my  Cousin,  I pray  God  to  take  you  into  his  high 
and  holy  keeping.” 

Such  a letter  might  well  have  alarmed  Ferdinand, 
but  he  had  advanced  too  far  to  recede,  and  the 
French  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Vittoria  sur- 
rounded him,  ready,  no  doubt,  to  intercept  his 
retreat  if  he  should  attempt  it.  Cevallos  and  his 
other  counsellors,  and  the  people  of  Vittoria,  be- 
sought him  not  to  advance.  On  the  other  hand. 
General  Savary  assured  him  with  the  most  vehe- 
ment protestations,  that  the  Emperor  took  the 
greatest  interest  in  his  welfare,  and  he  offered  to 
pledge  his  life,  that  within  a few  minutes  after  his 
arrival  at  Bayonne,  he  would  be  recognized  as  king 
of  Spain  and  the  Indies.  The  emperor,  he  said,  to 
preserve  his  own  consistency,  would  begin  by  giving 
him  the  title  of  Highness;  but  he  would  presently 
give  him  that  of  Majesty,  &c.  in  thi-ee  days  every 
thing  would  be  settled;  and  he  might  immediately 
return  to  Spain.  Confused,  terrified,  feeling  him- 
self in  the  power  of  Bonaparte,  the  only  ease  he 
could  find  was  in  yielding  implicit  belief  to  those 
representations.  By  those  who  will  pardon  him 
for  submitting  to  the  disgraceful  imputations  on  his 
birth,  his  credulity  can  hardly  be  conejemned.  The 
treacherj’-  was  too  complicated,  too  monstrous,  to  be 
suspected.  Centuries  had  elapsed  since  any  act  of 
similar  perfidy  had  stained  the  history  of  Europe. 

He  proceeded  and  crossed  the  stream  which 
divides  the  two  kingdoms.  Scarcely  had  he  set 
foot  on  the  Frencli  territory,  before  he  remarked, 
that  no  one  came  to  receive  him;  a neglect  more 
striking,  as  he  had  travelled  so  far  to  meet  the  Em- 
peror. At  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  however  the  mayor 
made  his  appearance,  attended  by  the  municipality. 
Too  humble  to  be  informed  of  Bonaparte’s  designs, 
and  probably  too  honest  to  suspect  them,  he  came  to 
the  carriage  and  addressed  Ferdinand,  expressing  in 
the  most  lively  manner,  the  joy  he  felt  at  having  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  person  to  receive  a sovereign, 
the  friend  and  ally  of  France.  Shortly  afterwards 
he  was  met  by  the  grandees,  who  had  been  sent  to 
compliment  the  Emperor:  their  account  was  suffi- 
ciently discouraging;  but  he  was  now  near  Bay- 
onne, and  it  was  too  late  to  turn  back.  The  prince 
of  Neufchatel  (Berthier)  and  Duroc,  the  marshal/of 
the  palace,  came  out  to  meet  him,  and  conduct  him 
to  the  place  which  had  been  appointed  for  Ills  resi- 
de.nce— a place  so  little  suited  to  such  a guest,  that 


he  coidd  not  for  a moment  conceal  from  himself, 
that  it  maiked  an  intentional  disrespect.  Before  he 
had  recovered  from  this  ominous  feeling  which  such 
a reception  occasioned,  Bonaparte,  accompanied  by 
many  of  his  generals,  paid  him  a visit.  Ferdinand 
went  down  to  the  street  door  to  receive  him;  and 
they  embraced  with  every  token  of  friendship.  The 
interview  was  short,  and  merely  complimentary; 
Bonaparte  again  embraced  him  at  parting. 

Ferdinand  was  not  long  suffered  to  remain  uncer- 
tain of  his  fate. — Bonaparte,  as  if  to  prove  to  the 
world  the  callousness  of  his  heart,  as  if  he  derived  an 
unnatural  pleasure  in  acting  the  part  of  a deceiver, 
invited  him  to  dinner — sent  his  carriage  for  him — 
came  to  the  coach  steps  to  receive  him — again  em- 
braced him  and  led  him  in  by  the  hand.  Ferdinand 
sat  at  the  same  table  with  him  as  a friend,  a guest 
and  an  ally;  and  no  sooner  had  he  returned  to  his 
residence  than  General  Savary,  the  same  man  who 
by  his  persuasions  and  solemn  protestations,  had 
led  him  on  from  Madrid,  come  to  inform  him  of  the 
Emperor’s  irrevocable  determination,  that  the  Bour- 
bon dynasty  should  no  longer  reign  in  Spain;  that 
it  was  to  be  succeeded  by  the  Bonapartes;  and 
therefore,  Ferdinand  was  required  in  his  own  name, 
and  that  of  all  his  family,  to  renounce  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  of  the  Indies  in  their  favor. 

Some  danger  had  undoubtedly  been  anticipated 
by  Cevallos,  the  Duke  del  Infantado,  and  Escoiquiz, 
when  they  protested  so  urgently  against  his  advanc- 
ing from  Vittoria;  and  he  himself  could  not  have 
been  without  misgivings.  They  miight  have  apjsre- 
hended,  that  the  abdication  should  not  immediately 
be  acknowledged,  or  that  it  might  even  have  been 
set  aside;  perhaps  that  a cession  of  territory  might 
be  demanded.  But  their  gloomy  forebodings  had 
never  imagined  any  thing  like  this  unrivalled  vil- 
lainy. Astonished  as  they  were,  and  completely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  tyrant,  who,  by  such  repeated 
falsehoods,  had  decoyed  them  into  his  hands,  they 
did  not  lose  their  courage.  And  " hen  Cevallos, 
on  the  following  day,  was  summoned  to  the  palace, 
to  discuss  the  terms  of  the  renunciation  with  M. 
Champagny,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  he 
complained  of  the  perfidy  which  had  been  practised, 
protested  in  Ferdinand’s  name  against  the  violence 
done  to  his  person,  in  not  permitting  him  to  return 
to  Spain;  and,  as  a catagorical  and  final  answer  to 
the  emperor’s  demand,  declared  that  the  king  neither 
could  nor  would  renounce  his  crown;  he  could 
not  do  a prejudice  to  the  individuals  of  his  own 
family,  who  A^e^re  called  to  the  succession  by  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom:  and  still  less 
could  he  consent  to  the  establishment  of  another 
dynasty,  it  being  the  right  of  the  Spanish  nation  to 
elect  another  family,  whenever  the  present  should 
become  extinct. 

M.  Champagny  replied  to  this  by  insisting  on 
the  necessity  of  the  renunciation,  and  contending 
that  the  abdication  of  Charles  has  not  been  volun- 
tary. Of  this  assertion,  wh;ch  was  as  ill-timed  as 
it  M^as  irrelevant,  Cevallos  readily  availed  himself, 
expressing  liis  surprize  that,  while  they  condemned 
the  abdication  of  Charles,  as  not  having  been  his 
own  free  act,  they,  at  the  same  time,  were  endea- 
voring to  extort  a renunciation  from  Ferdinand. 
He  then  entered  into  details  des  gned  to  prove  tliat 
no  violence  had  been  done  to  the  father-king,  e^her 
by  the  people,  the  prince  or  any  other  person,  and 
that  he* had  retired  from  government  by  bis  own 
unbiassed  Will.  But  Cevallos  protested  against 
acknowledging  the  smallest  authority  in  the  empe- 
ror CO  intermeddle  in  m^-tters  which  were  purely 
domestic,  and  exclusively  belonged  to  the  Spanish 
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government;  following,  he  said,  in  tliis  respect,  the 
example  of  the  cabinet  of  Paris,  which  rejected  as 
inadmissable,  the  applications  of  the  king  of  Spain 
in  behalf  of  his  ally  and  kindsman  Louis  XVI.  It 
was  of  little  consequence  that  Ferdinand’s  minister 
triumphed  in  argument.  M.  Champagny  abruptly 
turned  the  subject,  by  saying  that  the  emperor 
never  could  be  sure  of  Spain  while  it  was  governed 
by  the  Bourbon  dynasty;  for  that  family  must 
necessarily  regi*et  to  see  its  elder  branch  expelled 
from  France.  Cevallos  answered,  that  in  a regular 
system  of  things,  family  prepossessions  never  pre- 
vailed over  political  interests,  of  wliich  the  whole 
conduct  of  Charles  IV.  since  the  treaty  of  Basle, 
was  a proof  Every  reason  of  policy  induced  Spain 
to  maintain  a perpetual  peace  with  France,  and 
there  were  reasons  why  the  continuance  of  that 
system  was  not  of  less  consequence  to  the  emperor. 
The  generosity  and  loyalty  of  the  Spaniards  were 
proverbial;  from  that  loyalty  they  had  submitted  to 
the  caprices  of  despotism;  and  the  same  principle, 
if  they  saw  their  independence  and  the  security  of 
their  sovereign  violated,  would  call  forth  their  well 
known  valor.  If  so  atrocious  an  insult  were  com- 
mitted, France  would  lose  the  most  faithful  and 
useful  of  her  allies,  and  the  emperor,  by  the  artifices 
and  falsehoods  with  which  he  entrapped  the  king  to 
Bayonne,  in  order  there  to  de.spoil  himofhis  crown, 
would  have  so  effectually  stained  his  own  character, 
that  no  confidence  could  hereafter  be  placed  in 
treaties  with  him;  and  wars  with  him  could  be  con- 
cluded by  no  other  means  than  that  of  total  de- 
struction and  extermination. 

Bonaparte  was  listening  to  this  conference.  He 
lost  all  patience  now,  and  ordering  Cevallos  into 
his  own  cabinet,  the  violence  of  hi's  temper  broke 
out.  He  called  that  minister  traitor,  for  continuing 
to  serve  the  son  in  the  same  situation  which  he  had 
held  under  the  father;  he  accused  him  of  having 
maintained,  in  an  official  interview  with  general 
Moutheon,  that  Ferdinand’s  right  to  the  crown 
stood  in  no  need  of  his  recognition,  thougli  it  might 
be  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  hia  relations  with 
France;  and  he  reproached  him  still  more  angrily 
for  having  said  to  a foreign  minister  at  Madrid, 
that,  if  the  French  army  offered  any  violation  to 
the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  Spanish  so- 
vereignty, 300,000  men  would  convince  them  that 
a brave  and  generous  nation  was  not  to  be  insulted 
with  impunity.  The  emperor  then  entered  upon 
the  business  of  the  renunciation,  which  he  was 
determined  sliould  be  made;  and  finding  that 
Cevallos  still  insisted  upon  the  rights  of  his  master, 
.the  reigning  dynasty,  and  the  p^ple  of  Spain,  he 
concluded  the  conversation  by  these  remarkable 
and  characteristic  words — “I  have  a system  of 
policy  of  iny  own:  you  ought  to  adopt  more  liberal 
ideas:  to  be  less  susceptible  on  the  point  of  honor; 
and  not  sacrifice  the  prosperity  of  Spain  to  the 
interest  of  the  Bourbon  family.” 

Having  found  Cevallos  so  little  inclined  to  yield, 
Ferdinand  was  informed  that  lie  must  appoint 
another  person  to  carry  on  the  negociation.  While 
he  was  deliberating  'whom  to  chuse,  one  of  the 
Fi-ench  agents  insinuated  himself  into  the  confi- 
dence of  Escoiquiz,  and  persuaded  him  to  pay  a 
visit  to  Champagny,  from  vffiom  he  received  the 
propositions  of  Bon.aparte  in  writing.  These,  which 
were  to  be  considered  as  the  emperor’s  definitive 
demands;  from  which  he  would  not  recede,  and 
which  were  the  most  favorable  that  he  would  gram., 
declared  his  irrevocable  determination  that  the 
Bourbon  dvnasty  should  no  longer  reign  in  Spain, 
and  that  one  of  his  brothers  should  possess  the 


throne.  The  complete  integrity  of  that  kingdom 
and  all  its  colonies  was  to  guaranteed,  together 
with  the  preservation  of  liberty  and  property.  If 
Ferdinand  agreed  to  renounce  his  rights  in  his  own 
name,  and  that  of  his  family,  the  crown  of  Etruria 
should  be  conferred  upon  him  according  to  the 
Salique  law;  and  the  emperor’s  niece  be  given  him 
in  marriage  immediately,  if  he  chose  to  demand  her, 
upon  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  If  he  refused,  he 
should  remain  without  compensation,  and  the  em- 
peror would  carry  his  purposes  into  effect  by  force. 
When  Ferdinand  had  received  tliese  demands,  he 
invested  Don  Pedro  de  Labrador,  honorary  coun- 
sellor of  state,  in  tvhose  talents  he  had  great  reliance, 
with  full  powers,  instructing  him  to  present  them 
to  the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  to 
demand  his  full  powers  in  retum,  that  the  proposals 
of  Bonaparte  miglit  be  communicated  in  an  authen- 
tic manner.  (Ap.  27.')  The  instructions  given  him, 
which  were  drawn  up  by  Cevallos,  were  to  ask  M. 
Champagny  if  king  Ferdinand  w*ere  at  full  liberty? 
if  he  were  so,  he  would  return  to  his  dominions, 
and  there  give  audience  to  the  plenipotentiary 
whom  the  emperor  might  depute:  if  he  were  not, 
all  acts  at  Bayonne  were  nugatory,  and  could  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  stain  the  reputation  of  Bo- 
naparte before  the  whole  world.  Ferdinand,  he 
was  charged  to  say,  was  resolved  not  to  yield  to 
the  emperor’s  demand:  neither  his  own  honor,  nor 
his  duty  to  his  subjects,  permitting  him.  He  could 
not  compel  them  to  accept  of  the  Bonaparte  dynast)", 
much  less  could  he  deprive  them  of  their  rights  to 
elect  another  family  to  the  throne,  when  the  reigiv- 
ing  one  should  be  extinct.  It  was  not  less  repugnant 
to  his  feelings  to  accept  of  the  throne  of  Etruiua  as 
a compensation;  that  country  was  under  the  autho- 
rity of  its  lawful  sovereign,  whom  he  would  not 
prejudice,  and  he  was  contented  witli  the  kinjj^dom 
which  providence  had  given  him. 

(to  be  CONTlJfUED.) 


Geography. 


MEXICO,  OR  NEW  SPAIN. 

C Continued  from  Page  30.  J 

The  intendancy  of  Puebla^  bounded  on  the  west 
by  that  of  Mexico,  has  a surface  of  2,696  square 
leagues,  and  813,000  inhabitants — its  greatest  length 
is  118  leagues,  and  its  greatest  breadth  50  leagues. 
The  general  appearance  of  the  country  is  similar  to 
that  of  Mexico  already  described:  At  the  village 

of  Atlico  is  a famous  cypress  tree  73  feet  in  cir- 
cumference— it  is  hollow.  The  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  intendancy  are  Indians;  the  des- 
cendants of  the  ancient  republic  of  Tlaxcalla,  who 
greatly  assisted  Cortes  in  his  operations  against 
Mexico,  still  enjoys  some  trifling  privileges. 

The  progress  of  improvement  has  been  very  slow 
in  this  intendancy,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  be- 
longing to  the  monks  and  priests,  or  chapters,  cor- 
porations and  hospitals. 

La  Puebla  de  los  Angeles^  the  capital,  standing  on 
a plain  about  7500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  is 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  populous  cities  in 
.\merica,  containing  70,000  inhabitants.  Tlascallay 
reduced  from  its  ancient  grandeur  and  great  popu- 
lation, has  not  more  than  40Ou  inhabitants.  Cholula 
is  a flourishing  place,  with  16,000  inhabitants.  The 
other  towns  are  inconsiderable.  The  mines  in 
this  intendancy,  never  very  productive,  are  nearly 
abandoned. 

Theintendancy  of  Guanaxuato  contains  911  square 
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leagxies,  and  51/,300  inhabitants — being'  the  best 
peopled  of  any  district  of  New  Spain.  It  is  wholly 
situated  on  a ridge  of  mountains — rich  in  agricul- 
tural and  mineral  productions.  The  capital  of  tlie 
same  name,  is  elevated  nearly  7000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sfea,  and,  including  the  persons  residing 
at  the  mines  in  its  immediate  neighborhood,  may  be 
said  to  have  70,000  inhabitants.  Tliere  are  several 
other  flourishing  places  in  this  intendancy. 

The  Intendancy  of  Valladolid^  has  a surface  of 
4,446  square  leagues,  and  contains  376,400  inhabi- 
tants. Tt  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Bio  de 
Lerma,  Avhich  fuVther  east  takes  the  name  of  Bio 
Grand  de  Santiago;  on  the  east  it  joins  the  inten- 
dancy of  Mexico,  on  the  north,  Guanaxuato,  on 
the  west  Guadalaxara.  It  has  38  leagues  of  coasi 
on  the  south  sea. 

This  province  is  healthy,  enjoying  a mild  and 
temperate  climate.  It  has  some  high  mountains; 
but  the  most  remarkable  mountain  of  the  world  is 
in  this  district  called  Volcon  de  Jotmllo,  which  rose 
out  of  the  earth  in  the  night  of  September  29,  1759 — 
it  is  1,695  feet  higher  than  the  level  ©f  the  adjoining 
plains,  and  about  46  leagues  distant  from  any  other 
volcano.  Our  author  readied  its  crater  on  tlie  19 ih 
of  September,  1803.  The  rising  of  this  mountain 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  record- 
ed in  history.  A beautiful  plain  in  this  district 
containing  fields  of  sugur  cane  and  indigo,  carefully 
watered  by  artificial  means,  and  in  the  highest  state 
©f  cultivation,  has  become  desert.  In  June  1750, 
subterraneous  noises  were  heard,  and  frequent 
earthquakes  succeeded  each  other  for  the  space  of 
50  or  60  days;  then  all  things  became  tranquil;  but 
on  the  night  between  the  28th  and  29th  of  Septem- 
ber the  horrible  subterranean  noise  recommenced — 
the  affrighted  Indians  fled  to  the  mountains  of 
Aguasarco — a tract  of  ground,  several  miles  in 
extent,  “which  goes  by  the  name  of  Malpays,  rose 
up  in  the  shape  of  a bladder;”  all  the  concomitants 
of  a terrible  volcano  followed,  and  so  it  I'emains  to 
this  day.  The  surrounding  plain  for  a great  dis- 
tance being  unproductive  and  uninhabited  from  the 
excessive  heat  which  prevails.  Our  author’s  spe- 
culations on  these  events  are  curious,  but  foreign  to 
our  subject. 

Valladolid  de  J^Iechoacon,  the  capital,  enjoys  a 
deligjitful  climate,  being  seated  6,500  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  It  is  the  residence  of  a bishop,  and 
supplied  with  excellent  water  from  the  neigh- 
boring mountains.  Its  population  is-about  18,000'. 
BascnarOf  on  the  banks  of  a picturesque  lake  of 
the  same  name,  is  still  venerated  by  the  Indian's 
after  the  lapse  of  two  and  a half  centuries,  as  con- 
taining ti'e  aslies  of  the  famous  Vasco  de  Quiroga, 
the  first  bishop  of  Mechoacan,  whose  labors  in 
their  behalf,  though  not  more  zealous  were  happily 
more  successful,  than  those  of  the  celebrated  las 
Casas,  bishop  of  Chi.ipa.  The  population  is  6000. 

This  intendancy  contains  several  mines. 

The  Intendancy  of  Guadalaxara  contains  9,612 
square  leagues  and  630,500  inhabitants.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  So?ioro  and  Durango,  on 
the  east  by  Zacatecas  and  G^ianaxuato,  on  tlie  south 
by  Valladolid,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  ocean. 
The  country  is  crossed  by  the  Rio  de  Santiago, 
which  communicates  vvith  the  lake  of  Chapala,  and 
w'hich  one  day  may  become  highly  interesting  for 
interior  navigation.  The  maritime  regions  abound 
with  fine  timber  for  ship  building,  but  the  coun- 
- try  is  not  healthy,  'file  interior  enjoys  a temperate 
climate.  The  agricultnrul  prod’ictions  of  this 


its  manufacturing  industry,  at  3,302,200.  It  has 
several  mines,  and  a considerable  volc;.no. 

Guadalaxara,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  de 
Santiago,  is  the  residence  of  the  intendant,  the  bi- 
shop, and  the  high  court  of  justice  (Audencia.)  It 
has  a population  of  19,500  souls.  At  Son  Bias  are 
the  dock  yards— it  is  an  unhealthy  place.  The  other 
towns  are  unworthy  of  rem.irk. 

The  Intendancy  of  having  2,355  square 

leagues,  and  153,300  inhabitants,  is  a mountainous 
and  arid  tract  of  country.  I'he  table  land  of  Zaca- 
tecas is  generally  6,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  Some  of  the  best  mines  of  New  Spain  are  in 
this  intendancy.  Zacatecas,  a celebrated  mining* 
place,  having  nine  small  salt  lakes  in  its  vicinity, 
contains  38,000  inhabitants.  The  mine  of  the  Veta 
M ?gra  de  Sambrerete  exhibits  an  example  of  a seam 
of  the  greatest  wealth  yet  discovered. 

The  Intendancy  of  OaxacaYia^  534,800  inhabitants 
on  a surface  of  4,447  square  leagues,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  delightful  countries  on  the  globe,  having 
a salubrious  climate  and  very  fruitful  soil,  Tt  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  east  by 
the  kingdom  of  Gualimila,  on  the  west  by  Puebla, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  Pacific  ocean.  It  is  high 
and  mountainous  land,  abounding  with  tlie  plains 
before  described.  The  inhabitants  of  this  country 
consider  the  Cerro  de  Senpualtepec  near  Vilalta, 
from  which  both  seas  are  visible,  as  the  most  ele- 
vated of  their  mountains.  Vegetation  is  beautiful 
throughout  this  intendancy — near  the  village  of 
Santa  Maria  del  Tide,  there  is  a cypress  tree  118 
feet  in  circumference.  Oaxaca  is  rich  in  Indian 
antiquities.  In  the  ruins  of  Miita  there  are  six 
porph}T.*y  columns,  placed  in  the  midst  of  a vast 
hall  to  support  the  roof  Their  height  is  equal  to 
six  diameters — their  total  height  16  feet  4 inches. 
The  ruins  of  palaces,  temples  and  sepulchres  are 
numerous. 

In  this  department  is  gathered  the  major  part  of 
the  cochineal  collected  m Mexico.  In  it,  also,  is  the 
residence  of  the  family  of  Cortez,  the  chief  of  which, 
with  the  title  of  marquis,  has  a patrimony  with 
17,700  inhabitants. 

Oaxaca,  the  capital,  by  the  census  of  1792,  was 
found  to  have  24,000  inhabitants.  Tahauntepec  is 
the  chief  port  of  the  intendancy — San  Antonio  de 
los  Cues  is  a populous  place  and  celebrated  for  its 
remains  of  ancient  Mexican  fortifications.  I'here 
are  several  mines  "worked  in  Oaxaca. 

The  Intendancy  of  Merida,  in  1803,  had  a popu- 
lation of  465,800  .souls,  on  a surface  of  5,977  square 
leagues,"  and  comprehends  the  great  peninsula  of 
Yucatan,  situate  between  the  bays  of  Campeche  and 
Honduras.  This  district  “is  one  of  the  warmest  and 
yet  one  of  the  healtliiest  of  equinoctial  America;” 
but  on  the  whole  coast  is  not  to  be  found  one  spring 
of  fresh  water — “on  the  northern  coast,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Lagartos,  1,300  feet  from  the 
shore,  springs  of  fresh  water  shoot  up  fronr  amidst 
the  salt  water.” 

This  country  was  never  subject  to  the  Mexican 
emperors — the  first  conquerors  found  houses  built 
With  stone  cemented  with  lime,  fields  enclosed  with 
hedges,  the  people  clothed  and  highly  civilized.-— 
7'he  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts still  preserve  tlieir  independence. 

European  grain  does  not  gTOw  in  this  province, 
the  surface  of  the  earth  being  too  low;  for  it  appears 
that  under  the  torrid  zone  at  an  elevation  of  less 
than  4000  feet,  wheat,  8cc.  will  not  flourish.  The 
chief  trade  from  Merida  is  in  Campeche  wood. 
Merida,  the  capital,  about  tlurty  miles  from  the 
intendancy  (in  la02)  were  valued  at  ^2,600,000 — of  sea  coast,  has  10,000  inhabitants.  Campeche, 
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chief  ernpoviura  of  trade,  has  a population  of  about  j to  contain  27', 821  square  leagues,  and  have  a popu- 


6,000  souls. 


lation  of  only  334,900,  The  intendancy  is  again 


The  intendanaj  of  Vera  Cn^z  has  156,000  inhabi- ! subdivided,  1.  The  province  of  San  Lnis,  which 
tants,  scattei-ed  over  a surface  of  4141  square  | contains  the  important  mines  of  Ch areas,  Potosi, 


squar 


leagues.  It  extends  along  the  Mexican  gulf,  and 'Ramos  and  Catorie  2.  The  new  kingdom  of  Teon 

_ ya  yNTVf  r /^T  ^ T'  H 


includes  a very  considerable  part  of  the  eastern  coast 
of  New  Spain.  It  lies  under  the  burning  sun  of  the 
tropics,  and  the  plains  are  extremely  fatal  to  life, 
though  the  mountainous  pai*ts,  whose  peaks  are 
covered  with  eternal  snotv,  are  healthy.  Here  are 
felt  all  climates  in  a dafs  jo^irney  up  or  down  the 
'mountains.  This  province  is  enriched  by  nature 
with  the  most  precious  productions — among  them 
are  vanilla,  myrtle,  cocoa,  tobacco,  cotton,  sugar, 
sarsaperilla.,  &c.  Tlie  tobacco  raised  in  this  pro- 
vince yields  a revenue  of  almost  three  millions  and 
a half  of  dollars  per  annum. 

This  district  appears  to  have  stilfered  more  than 
any  o i her  from  the  ravages  of  the  Sjtaniards — many 
of  the  most  fruitful  plains  have  become  desarts  for 
the  want  of  an  Indian  population,  the  climate  being 
fatal  to  the  whites. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  intendancy  is  a pyra- 
midal edifice  of  great  antiquity,  situate  in  the  midst 
of  a thick  forest.  It  was  unknown  to  the  first  con- 
querors of  the  country,  but  accidentally  discovered 
by  some  Spanish  hunters  about  thirty  years  ago; 
the  Indians  concealing  it  as  long  as  they  could,  as  an 
object  of  veneration.  It  is  built  of  stone,  some  of 
W'hich  are  of  an  enormous  size,  covered  with  hiero- 
gh,q>hics,  among  which  are  serpents  and  crocodiles; 
the  stones  are  highly  polished,  and  cemented  to- 
gether with  mortar.  The  base  is  82  feet  in  length, 
and  the  height  about  60  feet.  This  monument  is 
corapo.sed  of  .several  stages;  six  are  still  distinguish- 
able. A great  stair  of  57  steps  conducts  to  the 
truncated  top  wdiere  hum^n  sacrifices  Avere  offered. 

Vera  Cruz,  the  capital,  is  the  residence  of  tlie  in- 
tendant,  and  the  centre  of  the  commerce  of  Mexico. 
This  city  is  regularly  built,  and  the  police  of  late 
years,  represented  to  be  very  good.  The  fortress  of 
San  Juan  Ulua  was  constructed 


3.  The  colony  of  JVeto  Santander.  4.  The  province 
of  Cohahuila.  5.  The  province  of  Taxas,  which  bor- 
ders on  Louisiana. 

This  great  tract  of  country  is  spoken  of  as  gene- 
rally fertile  and  salubrious;  but  with  these  advan- 
tages, and  having  besides  such  valuable  mines,  it  is 
thinly  populated.  It  has  230  leagues  of  sea  coast, 
but  the  trade  is  insignificant,  and  there  is  not  a sin- 
gle good  pert.  Through  this  intendancy  passes  the 
great  road  from  N.  Orleans  to  Mexico,  540  leagues. 
Travelling  is  difficult  from  the  want  of  water  and 
habitations. 

San  Jjuis  Potosi,  the  residence  of  the  intendant, 
situate  on  the  declivity  of  the  table  land  of  Anahac, 
to  the  we.st  of  the  sources  of  the  Rio  de  Panuca,  has 
a population  of  1200.  JVeuvo  Safitander  is  a sea 
port,  but  will  not  admit  the  entry  of  Amssels  drawing 
more  th.an  seven  feet  water.  In  the  vicinity  of  thia 
place  the  country  is  so  desart  that  in  1802,  “ten  or 
twelve  square  leagues  were  sold  for  ten  or  twelve 
francs.”  Choreas  is  the  seat  of  a deputation  of  the 
mines.  At  Catorce  is  one  of  the  richest  mines  in 
NeAV  Spain,  yielding  annually  about  three  millions 
of  dollars.  JSfonterey,  is  the  seat  of  a bishop  in  the 
small  kingdom  of  Leon.  Linares,  JVloncolva  and 
San  .dntomo  de  Bejar  are  all  the  other  places  of  the 
intendancy  Avorth  naming. 

fTo  be  conchided  in  our  next.J 


Manufactures. 


Information  concerning  wool  sndtahle  for  the  cheapest 
supply  of  •eery  strong  and  useful  woollens  and 
worsteds. 


In  the  late  experiments  to  procure  hofnemade 
articles  of  military  clothing  for  the  United  States, 
according  to  vul-  tlie  success  Avas  greater  than  could  have  been  ex- 
gar  tradition,  at  the  enormous  expense  of  about  45  pected,  in  the  present  unperfected  and  untried 
millions  of  dollars.  This  city  is  situated  on  an  state  of  American  manufactures.  In  rep'ard  tn  all 


This  city  is  situated  on  an 
arid  plain,  destitute  of  running  Avater,  on  which  the 
north  Avinds  bloAV  with  so  great  an  impetuosity  from 
October  till  April  as  to  form  great  hills  of  moving 
sand,  from  25  to  35  feet  high.  Intermittant  fevers 
and  the  yelloAV  feverj  (vomito  prieto)  rage  here  ex- 
ceedingly. All  the  edifices  of  'N^era  Gnu  are  con- 
structed of  mateihals  draAvn  up  frogi  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  for  no  stone  is  to  be  fouijd  in  its  environs. 
Water  is  found  at  the  depth  of  a few  feet  by  digging 
in  the  sands;  but  this  Avater  proceeds , from  the  fil- 
trations  of  the  marshes,  and  is  of  a bad  quality. — 
The  rich  drink  rain  Avater  onlA%  Avhich  they  collect 
and  preserve  in  cisterns.  Many  projects  haye  been 
formed  to  supply  this  important  place  Avith  Avhole- 
some  water,  and  enormous  expenses  incurred,  none 
of  which  have  proA'ed  successful.  The  population 
of  Vera  Cruz  is  about  16,000  souls.  Cortes  landed 
he’re  on  Good  Friday,  1518.  Xalapa,  situate  at  the 
foot  of  a mountain,  presents  an  eligible  retreat  for 
the  rich  merchants  of  Vera  Cruz,  avIio  have  their 
country  houses  here.  It  is  elevated  4250  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  its  population  is  said  to  be 
13,000.  Pevote,  Cordoba,  Orizaba,  tmATlacotlalpam 
are  the  other  chief  places  in  this  intendancy;  Avhich 
has  no  metallic  mines  of  importance. 

The  intendancy  of  San  Luis  Potosi  corr prebends 
the  Avhole  of  the  north-east  part  of  New  Spain— -its 
northern  limits  are  hardlv  determined,  being  cover- 
ed either  by  desart  countries,  or  districts  inhabited 
-it,  however,  is  said 


In  regard  to  all 
goods  made  of  cotton,  for  purposes  requiring 
strength  or  neat  uniform  appearance,  the  present 
capacity  of  this  country  Avas  manifested,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  be  far  greater  than  oiir  actual  probable 
wants  require.  In  this  valuable  class  of  cotton 
goods  are  included  strong  neat  shirting  and  sheet- 
ing, cotton  (and  half-cotton)  hose,  cotton  drilling 
for  vests,  pantaloons,  guetres,  bedsacks,  working 
frocks  and  trowsers,  rifle  frocks  and  overalls, 
knapsacks  and  haversacks,  sewing  cotton,  and  vari- 
ous small  but  necessary  art^les. 

In  the  woollen  branch  offers  were  abundant  and 
the  finer  the  goods  or  the  materials  proposed,  the 
more  ready  the  disposition,  abundant  the  quantity 
in  proportion  to  the  demand,  and  moderate  the  pri- 
ces.— The  best  clotlis,  suitable  for  the  commission- 
ed officers,  AA'ere  offered  upon  terms  the  least  ad- 
vanced above  the  European  prices,  owing  to  the 
spreading  of  the  Merino  Sheep.  The  cloths  for  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  were  offer- 
ed upon  terms  advanced  upon  the  next  degree  of 
moderation  above  the  European  prices  because  the 
great  body  of  native  or  old  stock  of  sheep  pro- 
duce wool,  which  after  picking  out  a little  coarse 
and  a good  deal  of  fine,  will  do  Avell  for  cloths  suit- 
able for  these  tAvo  purposes.  Rut  it  is  a mbstantial 
fact  well  worthy  of  observation  and  consideration, 
that  fne  inferior  quali  ies  of  strong  heavy  goods, 
though  most  easy  to  make  (requiring  no  uiceiy  of 
color,  dressing,  or  finishing)  were  the  most  advanceiS 
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above  the  European  goods  of  the  same  kinds,  in 
the  terms  on  which  they  were  offered.  The  reason 
of  this  clearly  appears  to  be,  that  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  our  sheep  are  not  of  the  breeds  -which  yield 
great  quantities  of  coarse  wool.  The  description  of 
goods  made  out  of  this  sort  of  wool  in  England,  ai*e 
as  follows: 

Kendall  woollen  cloths  (usually  called  Kendall 
cottons)  in  pieces  of  twenty  yards,  27  and  28  inches 
wide,  for  nineteen  to  twenty -four  shillings  sterling, 
undyed,  used  these  10  or  12  5'^ears.for  vest  backs — 
White  stoved  twilled  Kerseys  for  overalls,  of  the 
same  widths,  in  30  yard  pieces,  at  45  shillings  and  6 
pence  to  48  shillings  and  6pence,  sterling  per  piece. 
Undyed  Bocking  Baizes,  5 to  6 quarters  wide,  at 
2 shillings  to  2 shillings  2 pence  sterling,  per  yard. 
White  stoved  swanskins  for  vests,  untwilled  or  plain, 
raised,  about  7-8  of  a yard  wide,  at  2 shillings  per 
yard,  and  Blankets  for  the  private  men  at  2 shillings 
to  2 shillings  4 pence  sterling  per  pound. 

It  is  plain,  that  there  is  not  the  least  difficulty  to 
procure  an  abundance  of  wool  for  these  and  all  other 
purposes  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Hospitals.  But 
it  is  certain,  that  they  require  a quality  of  wool 
inferior  to  what  our  sheep  produce.  It  has  there- 
fore appeared  to  be  a duty  to  bring  these  facts  be- 
fore the  public,  in  order  that  our  farmers  may  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  breeding  sheep,  which  are 
great  bearers  of  long,  coarse  wool,  the  longer  part 
of  which  is  necessary  for  combing,  and  the  shorter 
part  of  which  will  make  Kendalls,  Kerseys,  bock- 


Miscellaiieous  Intelligence. 

Literary^  Folitical,  PhilosophicaL  ^c. 

Italy. — Indigo.  Doctor  Victor  Michellotti  has 
communicated  to  the  academy  of  sciences  of  Turin, 
a new  mode  of  extracting  indigo  from  the  plants, 
the  isatis  and  the  pastel. 

The  isatis  is  called  by  the  Piedmontese  Vavd:  the 
leaves  of  it  are  boiled  to  obtain  the  fecula  by  filtra- 
tion:— this  tecula  which  is  composed  of  a gi’een 
matter,  of  wax  and  of  the  indigo,  must  be  thorough- 
ly washed  with  clear  neater,  and  at  length  dissolved 
in  a solution  of  caustic  pot-asli,  the  whole  being 
boiled  together.  By  a new  filtration  a very  obscure 
liquor  is  obtained,  which  concentrated  and  calcined 
by  the  same  process  as  is  used  to  the  blood  employ- 
ed in  making  Prussian  blue,  yields  a good  Prussic 
ley  for  the  preparation  of  the  color.  Afterwards  a 
great  quantity  of  water  must  be  poured  on  to  the 
greenish  matter  which  remains  on  the  filtre.  This 
matter  is  the  indigo;  the  presence  of  which  is  mani- 
fested by  the  edges  becoming  blue,  mingled  with 
the  greenish  matter  and  tlie  wax.  The  action  of 
the  air  completes  the  blue  color  of  the  whole.  [The 
allusion  to  Prussian  blue  in  this  process  derived  from 
a vegetable  substance,  will  appear  interesting  to  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  theory  of  that  color.] 

Cultivation  of  Cotton — Turin,  March  18.  The 
extraordinary  rains  of  last  autumn  were  the  only 
cause  that  hindered  the  cultivators  of  cotton  from 
gathering  the  fruits  of  their  labors.  It  is  now — at  this 


ing  baize,  drapery  baize,  Welch  plains,  and  the  season  of  the  year,  proper  to  suppose  that  the  pe- 
best  of  this  coarse  wool  is  the  kind  fit  for  common  riodical  return  of  the  former  temperature  of  the  de- 
point blankets.  It  is  well  understood,  that  in ! partments  beyond  the  Alps,  will  at  length  crown  the 


making  this  last  mentioned  important  article,  if 
the  coarse  wool  be  too  long,  the  manufacturers 
in  England  chop  it  with  an  axe,  that  it  may  be  the 
better  raised  by  the  card,  after  the  blankets  have 
been  wove. 

It  is  well  known,  that  there  are  sufficient  num^ 
hers  of  these  heavy  fleeced  sheep  in  the  country,  for 
breeders.  They  ought  to  be  taken  great  care  of  and 
used  to  get  up  a sufficient  stock  of  common  wool. 
In  England,  they  breed  both  kinds  (besides  Meri- 
no’s) and  keep  the  breeds  and  flocks  carefully 
separated.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  these  heavy 
feeces  would  be  in  weight,  more  than  double  the 
light  ones,  yet  they  will  sell  within  ten  per  cent,  or 
perhaps  five  per  cent,  in  price,  of  the  good  common 
wool. 

The  manufacture  of  the  coarser  hosiery  and  coat- 
ings, and  cheapest  wool  hats  and  carpets,  require 
these  cheap  and  heavy  fleeces. 

It  is  well  known,  that  no  nation  has  ever  assisted 
their  manufactures  and  business  in  general  so  effec- 
tual as  the  English,  by  breeding  animals  suitable 
to  the  various  objects  and  purposes.  As  we  are  to 
hold  competition  with  them  we  must  do  the  same. 

It  is  believed,  on  repeated  examination  and  con- 
sideration, that  these  ideas  about  heavy  fleeces  of 
coarse  wool  are  founded  in  absolute  truth,  and  high- 
ly important  to.oiu*  manufactures  of  strong,  useful 
and  coarse  woollens,  and  especially  of  all  worsted 
stuffs  and  worsted  hosiery,  as  this  wool  can,  nearly 
all,  be  prepared  by  the  comb — ^not  by  the  card.  Calli- 
mancoes,  shalloons,  rattinets,  durants,  tammies, 
camblets,  mareens,  bombazetts,  bombazines,  worst- 
ed hosiery,  caps  and  mittens,  and  other  useful 
goods,  can  only  be  made  of  wool  long  enough  to 
be  combed.  The  merino  and  other  fine  wool  can- 
not be  combed.  It  must  be  carded,  and  is  fit  only 
for  woollen,  not  worsted  goods. 

{Democratic  Press. 


efforts  of  all  those  who  see  in  the  cultivation  of  this 
plant  an  additional  mean  of  prosperity  for  this  coun- 
try. The  cotton  has  become  naturalized  to  the  cli- 
mate; and  has  vanquished  in  great  part  the  obstacles 
presented  by  nature.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  con- 
tinue an  undertaking  of  which  the  success,  hither- 
to eventual,  cannot  fail  of  becoming  certain  with  the 
favorable  influence  of  the  seasons.  Government  has 
sent  a supply  of  seed,  which  may  be  attained  by  all 
who  are  willing  to  extend  this  cultivation. 

Improvements. — Rome,  Jan.  1.  All  the  streets 
leading  out  of  the  Piazza  St.  Petri,  will  be  cleared 
down  to  the  Tiber;  by  this  improvement,  that  spa- 
cious square,  the  finest  in  the  world,  hitherto  com- 
pletely concealed,  will  be  seen  from  the  bridge  St. 
Angelo,  and  all  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  Antiquities. 
Trevisa,  February  18.  A large  building  ornament- 
ed with  columns,  has  been  recently  discovered  at 
Pompeia:  it  appears  to  have  been  a public  place. — 
With  the  exception  of  a few  vases  it  contained  no- 
thing remarkable.  - 

The  excavations  at  Ostia  have  been  suspended 
for  some  time;  when  they  are  resumed,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  some  important  discoveries  will  reward 
the  labor,  as  Ostia,  formerly  a rich  and  extensive 
city,  was  suddenly  overwhelmed  by  an  inunda- 
tion of  the  Tiber.  The  little  of  the  ancient  city 
which  has  been  discovered,  shows  that  it  was 
built  in  the  same  style  and  manner  as  Pompeia. — 
The  Temple  of  Neptune  only,  situated  on  a ris- 
ing gi'ound,  is  completely  cleared  and  accessible. 
That  of  Mercury,  in  which  that  divinity  is  seen 
with  a purse  in  his  hand,  is  only  half  cleared.  A 
beautiful  Yenus  has  been  found,  perfectly  preserv- 
ed, and  entirely  similar  to  that  of  the  capital. 

Pr.rssiA. — Berlin,  February  14.  English  goods. 
We  daily  see  pass  a great  number  of  waggons  laden 
with  English  goods,  seized  at  Konigsburg,  and 
going  to  Magdeburgh.  The  King  being  unable  to 
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send  cash  to  France  remits  these  as  part  pa\Tnent 
of  his  obligations.  They  are  estimated  at  six  or 
seven  millions  of  Prussian  crowns  in  value. 

Spain. — 'Madrid,  January  20. — Paper  monerj. — 
All  paper  money  has  lost  much  of  its  currency;  but 
the  vales  of  Ferdinand  are  worth  8 per  cent,  more 
than  those  of  Joseph. 

SwiTZERLANH. — Land  recovered  from  Inunda- 
tion. The  river  of  Linth,  which  decends  from  tlie 
Alps  of  the  canton  of  Claris,  had,  in  less  than  fifty 
years,  raised  its  bed  16  feet.  This  elevation  of  the 
soil  stopped  the  course  of  the  river  Maa^,  which 
was  the  outlet  to  the  lake  of  Wallerstein:  hence 
arose  an  aug-mentation  of  the  waters  of  the  lake, 
and  frequent  inundations  of  the  towns  of  Wallers- 
tein and  Wesen,  and  the  whole  country  covered, 
with  stagpiated  water,  became  extremely  unwhole- 
some. M.  Escher,  of  Zurich,  a celebrated  minera- 
loj^ist,  at  the  head  of  a company,  undertook  to 
remedy  these  evils  and  has  succeeded.  He  has 
constructed  a mole  of  rock  stones,  in  leng’th  15,000 
feet:  has  formed  anew  canal  for  the  Linth  in  leng-th 
50,000  feet;  with  roadways  on  the  sides;  and  has 
recoY'ered  so  much,  ground  from  the  w'aters  that  it 
has  become  security,  for  4,000  shares  of  the  under- 
taking*, at  200  fi’ancs  per  share,  with  a certainty  of 
the  expenses  being*  covered. 

S ATONY. — Extraordinary  expenses.  Leipsic,  Feb. 
15.  The  estimate  of  extraordinary  expenses  for  the 
ensuing*  S'X  years  is  now  submitted  to  the  diet.  It 
amounts  to  11,606,000  Saxon  crowns;  and  with 
those  now  current  makes  21  millions  of  crowns, 
exclusive  of  5 millions  or  more  which  may  be  re- 
quired to  finish  the  fortress  of  Torg*an. 

Commerce.  The  ukase  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
that  prohibits  the  entrance  of  foreig*n  manufactures, 
h is  hurt  our  commerce.  At  our  fairs  we  were 
accustomed  to  see,  every  year,  a great  number  of 
Russian  traders  and  Jews,  who  made  considerable 
purchases. 

PoRTroAx.  Bread.  The  Portugiiese  papers  re- 
commend the  general  adoption  of  bread  formed  of 
a mixture  of  flour  and  potatoes.  They  observe 
that  the  excellence  of  it  has  been  proved  bv  exjieri- 
ence,  and  if  generally  used  there  would  be  no  want 
of  bread,  as  they  h.et  e abundance  of  potatoes;  and 
that  by  this  turning  to  advantage  the  produce  of 
their  own  country,  large  sums  would  be  spared 
M*hich  are  sent  abroad  for  \vheat. 

.Amount  of  the  provisions  tohich  entered  the  port  of 
Lisbon  in  the  month  of  February  last.  5, 792^  bushels, 
17  alquier.s,  462  sacks,  1200  barrels,  and  3000  quin- 
tals of  wheat — 757  bushels,  37  alquiers,  and  3000 
sacks  of  barley;  2,436  bushels,  35  alquiers,  1,260 
sacks,  and  200  barrels  of  maize;  231  bushels,  115 
sacks,  and  20  barrels  of  harricoes;  5 bushels  of 
pe>ase;  220  tons,  80  sacks  and  72  chests  of  potatoes; 
3,899  casks  and  1,085  sacks  of  flour;  729  casks  of 
fl'  ur  of  Maize;  4532  quintals,  and  200  casks  of 
salted  cod-fish;  300  barrels  of  salmon:  4701  casks 
of  butter;  5550  barrels  of  beef;  400  chests  of  cheese; 
347  pipes  of  olive  oil;  9.33  pipes  .of  wine;  103  pipes 
and  3 barrels  of  brandy;  40  casks  of  dried  figs. 

Gre.vt  Britain.  Broad  Cloth.  The  Bath  Chroni- 
cle states,  on  the  authority  of  circular  letters  trans- 
mitted by  two  of  the  most  respectable  manufactu- 
rers In  that  neighborhood,  the  following  reduction 
in  the  best  superfine  broad  cloths  at  per  yard: 


Common  colours 

Credit 

23^. 

Cash 

21.?. 

Greens,  blacks,  &c. 

24 

22 

Bines 

27 

25 

Double-m iiled  Kerseymeres 

11 

10 

Single  do.  do’. 

12 

9 

Excessive  prodigality.  The  late  Duke  of  Queens- 
bury’s  Tokay  fetched  only  84  I per  dozen  quarts, 
or  7 / per  bottle!  Mere  than  that:  the  JVoyau, 
sold  at  16/  4 s per  dozen,  had  been  but  a short 
time  purcha.sed  from  the  manufactory  in  London  at 
six  guineas  per  dozen.  Such  is  the  efficacy  of  a 
title. 

^Military  allowance  for  Wine.  The  Prince  Regent 
has  ordered  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  tlie  nulitaiy 
messes  of  all  regiments  in  proportion  to  their 
strength,  equivalent  to  the' drawback  of  the  duty  on 
wdne  to  the  navy  on  board  their  ships.  A regiment 
of  ten  companies  tvill  have  an  allowance  of  250  I 
per  annum,  and  so  in  proportion  to  regiments  undet 
that  number. 

Prussia.  Berlin,  'March  16.  Eminent  chimrgical 
abilities  honored.  The  5th  of  this  month  ihe  phj-si- 
cians  and  surgeons  of  this  capital,  gave  a dinner  in 
honor  of  the  professor  in  surger}',  M.  Mursinna,  to 
celebrate  the  50th  year  of  his  profesaion,  and  tlie 
services  he  has  rendered  his  country.  The  opera- 
tions performed  by  this  mos+  respec+able  man  are 
innumerable: — h*  has  restored  sight  to  more  than  900 
individuals.  The  king  honored  him  with  a letter 
and  pi*esent  on  this  occasion. 

Germany.  Tour  of  a centitry.  From  Sultz  in 
the  kingdom  of  Wirtemburg'h  we  have  the  follow- 
ing anecdote.  ‘^A  workman  who  had  left  this  town 
at  the  age  of  20  years  to  make  v’hat  is  called  in 
Germany,  “his  apprenticeship  journey”  [or  tra- 
vels from  city  to  city,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
imptxivemente  in  his  art]  has  laieiy  returned  after 
an  absence  of  one  hundred  years.  He  was  in  good 
health,  but,  as  might  be  expected,  he  found  great 
difficulty  in  explaining  to  whom  he  was  related,  and 
bringing  himself  to  the  recollection  of  his  towns- 
men. 

If  this  man  is  capable  of  writing  his  history 
during  this  hundred  years  travels  for  improvement, 
we  should  be  g'lad  to  peruse  his  memoirs:  the  anti- 
quity of  some  of  his  remarks  would  ensure  their 
novelty. 

Hamburgh.  Births,  Marii.ages  .and  Deaths  in 
1810,  among  the  Lutheran  inhabitants:  births  3841, 
deaths  48o6,  marriages  1067. 

HoLiyVNi).  Amsterdam.  Deaths  in.  1810,  7804 — 
bapti,sms  in  the  Lutheran  and  Calvanist  parishes 
4454 — marriages  2131 — Catholics,  .lews  and  other 
sects,  not  included  in  this  enumeration. 

New  Holxabd.  A safe  and  commodious  harbor 
has  been  lately  discovered,  about  70  miles  N.  W.  of 
Kongaroo  Island,  on  the  western  coast  of  New  Hol- 
land. It  is  repre.sented  as  capable  of  containing  any 
number  of  ships  of  the  lagest  size,  completely  shel- 
tered. 

East  Indies.  Singular  occTtrrence.  Berampore, 
May  22,  1810. — Tlie  only  news  which  1 have  to 
communicate  to  you  is  an  extraordinary  event  tvhich 
took  place  here  a few  days  ag*o.  The  water  in  our 
Tank,  which  I have  known  these  34  5 ears,  changed 
suddenly  to  the  color  of  dark  green,  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  fish,  many  of  whom  w'eighing  from  10 
to  18  seers,  floated  dead  on  the  .surface  of  it.  Some 
few  were  *aken  out  by  the  natives  and  carried  away'; 
the  remainder  were  transported  by  hackney  loads 
and  buried,  or  applied  to  the  purpose  of  manure. 
This  strange  occurrence  is  attributed  by  most  peo- 
ple to  the  recent  earthquake,  which  1 understand 
was  felt  in  Calcutta. 

It  is  stated,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  has  present- 
ed  Dr.  Rush  of  Pldladelphia,  a very  elegant  and 
valuable  ring,  as  a mark  of  respect  for  his  writings 
upon  Pestilential  diaease.r. 
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Baltimore,  Sept.  21, 1811. 
The  papers  continue  barren  of  intelligence. — 


provoke  their  own  extermination,  *md,  perhaps, 
render  it  necessaiy.  The  general  conduct  of  the 
British  in  Canada,  from  lord  Dorchester  down  to 

, , „ the  humblest  officer  in  “his  majesty’s”  sciwice,  has 

London  dates  to  the  2nd  of  August  have  been  re-  , been  base,  inhuman  and  detes cable — arid  must  be 


ceived  at  Boston.  The  king  was  then  alive. — Bri- 
tish vessels  are  said  to  be  admitted  freely  into  the 
Russian  ports — ^the  Turks  have  been  obliged  since 
their  defeat,  mentioned  in  our  last,  to  cross  tlie  Da- 
nube— a peace  was  expected. Various  rumours 

ai’e  afloat  as  to  a new  coalition  between  Sxveden, 
Denmark,  Russia  and  England  against  France,  but 
we  consider  them  unworthy  of  the  least  credit. — 
Affairs  in  Spain  and  Portugal  have  not  assumed  a 
different  aspect  since  our  last  notice  of  them — but 
it  is  said,  the  Spaniards  are  jealous  of  the  English, 
and  have  refused  to  admit  a large  body  of  their  troops 
into  Cadiz,  20,000  men  were  expected  to  arrive  at 
Lisbon,  from  England,  about  the  10th  of  August. 

Senate  of  Maryland. — The  Electorial  College  of 
Mai-yland  met  at  Annapolis  for  the  purpose^  of 
choosing  Senators,  on  Monday  last.  The  following 
gentlemen,  all  republicans,  v^ere  chosen: 

Wm.  Pinkney  and  Levi  Hollingsworth,  Balti- 
more: Wm.  M’Creery,  Baltimore  county:  John 
Williams,  Worcester:  Solomon  Frazier,  Dorches- 
ter: Frederick  Holbrook,  Caroline:  Edward  Lloyd, 
Talbot:  James  Brown,  Q.  Anne:  William  Hollings- 


checked. 

The  Pope. — In  a Cadiz  paper  of  June  29,  is  the 
following  notice  of  the  Pope:  “The  public  papers 
announce,  that  the  Holy  Father  has  been  caiTied, 
by  order  of  Bonaparte,  from  Savona  to  Tortona,  a 
fortress  of  Piedmont.  The  coincidence  of  this  oc- 
currence With  the  assembling  of  the  Italian  and 
French  Cardinals  and  bishops  at  Paris,  by  order  of 
Bonaparte,  gives  occasion  to  many  conjectures.” 

In  St.  Dominyo — “Henry  1.  King  of  Hayti,”  ap- 
pears to  have  established  his  power  m the  north 
part  of  this  island. — the  south  i.s  divided  between 
the  rival  chiefs  Petition  and  Rigaud,  by  turns  at 
war  with  each  other  and  the  king. 

The  famed  Francisco  de  Miranda  is  general  in 
chief  of  the  patriot  armies  of  Caracas.  On  tlie 
7th  of  August,  he  reduced  New^-Valentia,  a tory 
district  of  the  new  republic.  The  European  Spa- 
niards, loath  to  give  up  their  supposed  superiority 
and  accustomed  influence,  have  made  many  at- 
tempts to  provoke  insurrection. 

We  learn,  from  various  soiu’ces,  that  Mii’anda  is 
suspected  of  aiming  at  supreme  power,  civil  and 
militar}^— and  that  he  is  closely  watched  by  the 


worth,  Cecil:  Elijah  Davis,  Hartford:  Upton  Simce,  j new-born  liberty. 

Alleghany:  Wm.  1 homas,  St.  Mary  s:  Lloyd  Dor-  ^ ^ ^ 

sey,  A.  Arundle:  Moses  Tabbs,  Washington:  Tho-  . 

mas  Hawkins,  Frederick.  (Ct  Intending  to  have  published  an  extra  Regts- 

_ . t ^ • V 1 1 1 Jr*  1 TEH  this  Week,  but  which  at  a late  hour,  we  were 

The  city  af  Charleston  was  visit^^^  disappointed  in  doing,  some  articles  intended  tor 

tornado  on  Tuesday  the  10th  instant.  It  came  on  |^gg,^  unavoidably  omitted,  and 

at  the  S.  E.  point  of  the  city,  overturning,  destroy.  g^,^g^.g^  ofliecessity,  inserted,  we  should  rather  have 
ing  or  greatly  darnaging,  m its  progress,  inany  for  our  next.  In  the  ensuing  week  the 

houses  and  out-buil dings,  trees,  fences,  &c.  it  i.^  design  shall  be  accomplished,  and  every  exertion 
computed  that  die  loss  of  the  cuy  is  little  short  of  ^^^de  to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  our  patro-  - 
that  experienced  by  the  great  tire  m October  last — nae'e 

be^des  several  valuable  lives  were  lost.  As  no  important  political  discussion  is  at  present 

The  tornado  appears  to  have  been  about  one  bun-  before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we  continue 
dred  yards  wide,  it  passed  through  the  city  from  but  when  the  proper  time  arrives  intend  to 

S.  E.  toN.  W.  unroofing  most  of  the  houses,  cast-  fbUj)  „„  engagements  with  impartiality, 
ing  down  their  chimneys,  or  literally  prostrating  ^iie  editor  again  has  the  oieasure  to  present  his 
them  to  the  ground.  Ten  persons  are  mentioned  ^banks  to  more  than  one  hundred  new  subscribers 
as  killed— It  was  supposed  there  were  several  others  obtained  during  the  mek,  and  is  highly  gratified  to 
not  reported,  ^d  a great  many  had  their  limbs  learn  the  favorable  reception  the  has  gene- 

■ j u 1 • • A , . />  t.  rally  received.  He  begs  information  as  to  irreguiari- 

rhis  dreadml  visitation,  (says  the  writCT,of  the  ^-gg  omissions — that  they  mav  be  rectified,  well 
.ccount  m the  Charleston  paper,)  is  more  afflicting  knowing  tliat  at  the  commencement  of  a work  like 
tlian  even  the  ravages  of  a connagraiion.  The  tor-  .^his,  (when  in  the  departments  under  his  own  imme^ 
^ado  struck  suddenh^  passed  control  he  is  unable,  as  yet,  to  arrange  his 

the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and  man  instant,  involved  jnatters  as  he  wishes  them)  it  is  almost  impossible 
in  destruction  and  death  both  the  habitations  and  ^^at  such  things  should  not  occur, 
inhabitants.  N o notice  of  the  approaching  danger  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  account  of  the 

was  giv'en  and  before  friendship  and  humanity  could  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  enquiry  inserted  in 
fly  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  all  was  involved  in  this  number,  is  not  official;  it  is  copied  from  the 
rum.  It  was  preceded  by  a momentary  deceitful  New-York  Columbian,  but  doubtless,  substantiallv 

calm,  and  was  attended  by  a steady  rumbling  noise,  correct should  it  appear  otherwise,  the  official 

resembling  that  of  a carriage  rattling  over  a pave- ^ .Recount  will  be  published  as  soon  as  received.  We 
[A  particular  account  in  our  next.]  | j^^g^  i-emarkthat  capt.  Bingham’s  statement  has 


r 

tnent. 

The  Mayor  of  New-York  has  issued  a proclama- 
tion forbidding  all  intercourse  with  the  city  of  Am- 
boy, in  New  Jersey,  l>einginformedof  the  prevalence 
of  ail  infectious  or  pestilential  disease  in  tliat  city. 

Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  territory,  has 
ordered  a detacliment  of  th.e  United  States  troops  to 
march  and  break  up  the  Shaivavoe  association, 
and  a party  of  volunteers  from  Kentucky,  were 
about  starting  to  join  them.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  Indian, s,  in  li.stening  to  the  councils  of  tlie 
Wretches  who  have  always  deceived  them,  should 


been  confirmed  by  three  or  four  persons  on  board 
his  ship.  At  the  request  of  several  gentlemen,  who 
wish  to  have  all  the  facts  before  them  at  one  view*, 
and  to  preserve  them,  we  shall  in  a future  number 
insert  the  official  papers  connected  with  tlie  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake. 

On  hand,  prepared  for  the  press,  an  analytical 
review  of  the  essay  on  the  principle  of  population, 
by  T.  R.  Malthus:  and  several  other  valuable  ar- 
icles,  which  shall  be  disposed  of  as  speedily  us 
.^ibie. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald 

“ No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions^ 

“To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — henrt  viif. 


TPrlnted  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Coffee-House,  at  per  annim^ 


l''he  of  the  Chesapeake. 

At  the  request  of  several  g-entlemen;  and,  indeed 
in  strict  concord  with  our  general  plan,  we 
proceed  to  Register  a concise  account  of  the 
attack  on  the  United  States’  frigate  Chesapeake, 
by  the  British  man  of  war  Leopard,  on  the  22d 
of  June,  1807,  off  the  capes  of  Virginia.  As, 
in  some  of  the  public  documents  we  may  find  it 
useful  to  insert  hereafter,  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action is  pointedly  exposed,  the  annexed  account 
has  been  made  as  short  as  a history  of  the  case 
would  admit  of. 

We  commence  with  the  following  annunciation  of 
the  event  from  the  JVational  Intelligence)' ; every 
part  of  which  was  afterwards  substantiated  by 
indubitable  testimony. 

Washixotox,  June  26. 

British  Outrage. — ^We  give  the  public  theparticu- 
lars  of  the  following  outrage  oh  the  American  flag, 
under  the  influence  of  feelings,  which  we  are  cer- 
tain, are  in  union  with  those  entertained  universally 
with  our  fellow-citizens;  feelings  which  cannot, 
which  ought  not  to  be  suppressed.  We  know  not 
indeed  that  this  savage  outrage  has  a precedent  in 
naval  annals. 

On  Mondav  last  the  Tj.  S.  frigate  Chesapeake, 
of  38  guns,  left  the  Capes,  where  tliere  lav  at  anchor 
a British  squadron  consisting  of  three  two  deckers 
and  one  frigate  of  38  guns.  As  she  passed  this 
squadron,  without  molestation,  one  of  the  two 
deckers,  the  Leopard,  put  off,  and  went  to  sea 
before  the  Chesapeake.  When  the  latter  came  up 
with  the  Leopard,  at  the  distance  of  about  three 
leagues  from  the  squadron,  her  commander,  cap- 
tain Humphries,  hailed  the  Chesapeake,  and  said  he 
had  a despatch  to  deliver  from  the  British  comman- 
der in  chief  (meaning  admiral  Berkeley  of  the  Ame- 
rican station.)  Commodore  Barron,  supposing  it 
was  a despatch  for  Europe,  hove  to,  when  captain 
Humphi  ies  sent  on  board  of  her  a letter  covering 
an  order  of  admiral  Berkelev,  to  take  from  the  Che- 
sapeake three  men  alleged  to  be  deserters  from  tlie 
Melampus  frigate,  and  designating  them  by  name. 
Commodore  Barron  replied  by  letter  that  no  such 
men  as  named  in  admiral  Berkeley’s  order  wei-e  on 
Ixiard,  & added  that  his  ci^ew  could  not  be  mustered 
for  examination  by  any  other  oflicers  than  his  own. 
"j'his  answer  was  couched  in  terms  of  politeness.  It 
vnis  no  sooner  received  than  a broadside  was  dis- 
cliarged  from  tlie  Leopard,  'fiie  crew  of  the  Chesa- 
peake at  this  time  were  not  at  quarters,  consider- 
ing the  Leopard  a friend,  and  commodoi-e  Barron 
not  contemplating  the  possibilitv  of  danger  so  im- 
mec  lately  after  leaving  the  Capes'.  No  other  attempt 
was  therefore  made  to  fight  her  than  the  discharge 
of  a teNV  straggling  guns,  while  the  Leopard  repeat- 
ed tmeeor  four  more  broadsides;  when  the  Chesa- 
^take  struck  her  colors,  ufi:er  having  three  men 
fcaded  and  eighteen  wounded. 
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A boat  Was  then  put  off  from  the  Leopard  with 
an  officer  who  demanded  four  men.  Commodore 
BaiTon  said  he  considered  the  Chesapeake  as  a prize 
to  the  Leopard— the  captain  of  which  vessel,  said 
no;  that  his  orders  were  to  take  out  the  men,  which 
having  executed,  he  had  nothing  further  to  do  with 
her.  Thus  dismis.sed  she  returned  to  Hampton 
Roads,  where  she  now  lies.  She  received  in  her 
hull  twenty -two  round  shot,  her  foremast  and  main- 
mast were  destroyed,  her  mizen-mast  greatly  injur- 
cd,  and  her  rigging  and  sails  very  much  cut. 

Of  the  wounded  eight  are  considered  dangerous, 
and  two  have  lost  an  ann.  Commodore  Barron 
suffered  a contusion,  received  from  a splinter  which 
is  not  serious.  No  other  officer  is  wounded,  except- 
ing midshipman  Broom,  and  he  but  slightly. 

Nothing  evinces  in  more  striking  colons,  the  in- 
science  of  captain  Humphries,  than  his  immediate 
return  after  this  outrage  to  the  Capes  where  he  now 
lies  with  the  other  sliips  of  the  squadron. 

On  the  second  day  of  July,  the  President  of  the 

United  States  issued  the  annexed  proclamation* 
BY  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

PRESIDEXT  OF  THE  UXITET)  STATES  OF  AMEHICA 

A PROCLAMATIOM 

During  the  wars,  which  for  some  time,  have  un- 
happily prevailed  among  the  powers  of  Europe,  the 
United  States  of  America,  firm  in  tlie  principle  of 
ppce,  have  endeavored  by  justice,  by  a regular 
discharge  of  ail  tiieir  national  and  social  duties,  and 
by  every  friendly  office  their  situation  has  admitted, 
to  maintain  with  all  their  belligerents,  tJieir  accus- 
tomed relations  of  friendship,  hospitality  & commer- 
cial intercourse.  Taking  no  part  in  the  questions 
which  animate  these  powers  against  each  other,  nor 
permitting  themselves  to  entertain  a MUsh  but  for 
tlie  restoration  of  general  peace,  they  have  observed 
with  good  faith  the  neutrality  they  assumed,  and 
they  believe  that  no  instance  of  departure  from  its 
duties  can  be  justly  imputed  to  them  bv  any  nation. 

A free  hse  of  their  harbors  and  waters,  Ihe  means 
of  refitting  and  of  refreshment,  of  succour  to  their 
sick  and  suffering,  have,  at  all  times,  and  on  equal 
principles,  been  extended  to  all,  and  this  too  amidst 
a constant  recurrence  of  acts  of  insubordination  to 
the  laws,  of  violence  to  the  persons,  and  of  trespass 
on  the  property  of  our  citizens,  committed  by  offi- 
cers of  one  of  the  belligerent  parties  received  among 
us.  In  truth  these  abuses  of  the  laws  of  hospitality 
have,  witli  few  exceptions,  become  habitual  to 
the  commanders  of  the  British  armed  vessels  ho* 
vering  on  our  coasts  and  frequenting  our  harbors. 
They  have  been  the  subject  of  repeated  representa- 
tions to  their  government.  Assurances  have  been 
given  that  proper  orders  should  restrain  Uiem  within 
the  limit  of  the  rights,  and  of  the  respect  due  to  a 
friendly  nation:  but  those  oi*ders  and  assurances 
have  been  witnout  effect;  no  instance  of  punish- 
ment for  past  wrongs  have  taken  place.  A t leng*  S 
a deed,  transcending  all  have  kith**:o  seen  or 
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suffered,  bidng's  the  public  sensibility  to  a necessary 
crisis,  and  our  forbearance  to  a necessary  pause. 
A frig-ate  of  the  United  States,  trustinif-  to  a state 
of  peace,  and  leaving-  her  harbor  on  a distant  ser- 
vice, has  been  surprised  and  attacked  by  a British 
vessel  of  superior  force,  one  of  a squadron  then  lying 
in  our  waters  and  covering  the  transaction,  and  has 
been  disabled  from  service,  v/ith  the  loss  of  a 
number  ofmen  killed  and  wounded.  This  enormity 
was  no^  only  without  provocation  or  justifiable 
cause,  but  was  committed  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  taking  by  force,  from  a ship  of  war  of  the  Uni  led 
Slates,  a part  of  her  crew,  and  that  no  circumstance 
might  be  wanting  to  mai'k  its  character,  it  had  been 
^ireviously  ascertained  that  the  seamen  demanded 
werenatiVe  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Having 
effected  his  purpose,  he  returned  to  an  anchor  with 
his  squadron  wi'  hln  cur  iurisdietion.  Hospitality 
iR;inder  such  circumstances  ceases  to  be  a duty;  and 
a ^continuance  of  it,  with  such  uncoqtrolled  abuses, 
'wov  lid  laid  only  by  multiplying  injuries  and  irrita- 
tiom  k to  bring  on  a rupture  between  the  two  nations. 
The  ^extreme  resort  is  equally  opposed  to  the  in- 
terests both,  as  it  is  to  assurances  of  the  most 
friendiv  the  part  of  the  British  go- 

vernment, in  the  jr  tdst  of  which  the  outrage  has 
been  coram' itted.  In  tliis  light  the  subject  cannot 
but  presentitself  to  i hat  government,  and  strengthen 
the  mo  di  es  to  art  jtonorable  repai*ation  of  the  wrong 
wliich’has  been  done,  and  to  that  effectual  control  of 
itsnavalcomfnanderS:,  which  alone  can  justify  tlie  go- 
vernment ofdhtvUnitcd  States  in  the  exercisp  ofthose 
hospitalities  it  js  now  constJ-ained  to  discontinue. 

In  consideration  of  these  circumstances  and  of 
the  right  of  ev^y  nation  to  regulate  its  own  police, 
to  provide  for  its  peace  and  for  the  safety  of  its  ci- 
tizens, and  r,OTii;equeDtly  to  refuse  the  admission  of 
larmed  vcfisels  into  .its  harbors  or  waters,  either  in 
tuch  numbers  or  of  such  desc.riptions,  as  are  in- 
consistent with  these,  or  with  the  maintenance  of 
the  authority  of  the  hi/ws,  I have  thoug:ht  proper  in 
pursuance  of  the  authorities  specially  given  by  law, 
to  issue  this  my  PROCT.AMATION,herehy  requir- 
ing all  armed  vessels  bearing  commissions  under  the 
government  of  Ureat  Britain,  now  within  the  har- 
bors or  waters  of  the  United  fSlates,  immed.'ately 
and  without  any'  delay  todepart  from  the  same,  and 
interdicting  the  entrapee  of  all  the  said  harbci’s  and 
waters  to  the  said  armed  vessels,,  and  to  all  others 
bearing  commissions  under  the  .authority  of  the 
British  government. 

And  jf  the  said  vessels,  or  any  ef  them,  shall 
fail  to  depart  as  aforesaid,  or  if  they  or  a,nv  others, 
so  indicted,  shall  hereafter  enter  .the  harbors  or 
waters  aforesaid,  I do  in  that  case  forbid  ail  inter- 
course with  them  or  any  of  them,  their  off  eoi’s  or 
crews,  and  do  prohibit  all  supplies  and.ai.ds  from 
being  furnished  to  them  or  any' of  them. 

And  I do  declare  and  mdke  known,  that  if  any 
person  from,  or  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of 
tJie  United  States,  sl)all  afford  any  aid  to  any  such 
vessel,  pontrary^.  tc  the  prohibition  contained  in 
this  Proclamation,  either  in  repairing  any  such  ves- 
sel, or  in  furnishingher,  her  officers  or  crew,  With 
supplies  of  any  kmd,pr  in  hny  manner  whatsoever^ 
or  if  any  pilot  shall  assis-t  .ip  navigating  any  oi;the 
siii'l  armed  vessels,  unless  it  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  them  in  the  first  instance,  beyond  the  li- 
m .ts  and  jurihdie  lion  of  the  Unjted  .'States,  or  unless 
it  be  in  the  cuse  of  a vessel  force;d  ;b)r  .distress,  or 
cb-n-ged  with  jmldic  dispatches  .as  heijejii.after  pro- 
vided fiiiv  such  pei‘s,on  or  persons  shall,  .on  »convic- 
tior'i,  sufier  all  tlic  pains  and  penalties  % the  Mws 
orevided  for  such  ofluiees. 


And  Ido  hereby  enjoin  and reqiTire  all  persortf 
bearing  office  c.ivil  or  military  v Itbin  or  under  the 
authority  o.f  the  Un.Ue.l  States,  and  all  others,  citi- 
zens or  inhabitants  thereof/  or  being  within  '.he 
same,  with  vigilance  and  promptitude  to  exert  tht  ir- 
respective authorities,  and  to  be  aiding  and  assist- 
ing to  tile  cairylng;  this  Proclamation  and  every 
part  thereof,' into  full  effect. 

Provided  nevertheless,  tliat  if  any  stick  vessel 
shall  be  tbreed  into  the  liarbors  or  waters  of  the 
United  States  by  distress,  by  the  dangers  o-f  the  sea, 
or  by  the  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  or  shall  enter  them 
charged  with  dispatches  or  business  from  theii  go- 
vernment, or  shall  be  a public  packet  lor  the  con- 
veyance of  lefiers  and  di.spatclies,  the  commanding 
officer  immediately -reporting  his  vessel  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district,  stating  the  object  or  causes 
of  entering  the  said  h.irbcrs  or  w >ters,  and  con- 
formin.g  himself. to  the  regulations  in  that  case  pi-e- 
scril^ed  lindei'  the  authority  of  the  laws,  shall  be 
alloy  ed  the  benefit  of  such  regulations  respec'.ing 
supplies,  stay,  intercourse  and  departure  as  shidl 
be  permitted  ilnder  tiie  same'authorit}-. 

In  testimony  whereof',  .T  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents 
and  signed  the  same. 

Given  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  second  day 
of  Juh/  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
[Skai.]  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and 
of  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  the  th  rtv-first. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSO  N. 

By  the  President^.  . 

,TAMES  MADISON,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  British  squadron  still  cont.nuing  in  our  waters, 
and  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  (as  d;d  ihe^hole  body 
of  the  American  people  as  the  news  reax'hed.  them) 
having  entered  into  some  spirited  resolutions  on 
the  .subject,  and  spontaneotisly  seized  their  arms, 
among  other  tlii.igs  forbidding  all  communica- 
tion with  the  hostile  ships,  J.  E.  Douglas,  the 
British  commodore,  in  a letter  dateeVon  board  the 
Bellona,  Hampton  Hoads,  July  3,  1807,  addressed 
to  the  Mayor  of  Norfolk,  insolently  threatened  as 
though  he  would  obstruct  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay  and  its  waters,  unless  some  of 
these  resolutions  were  ^^immediately  amndled?^ 
Richard  Evers  Lee,  Esq.  the  Mayor,  answered 
him  as  he  deserved — but  the  brave  commodore 
did  not  carry  his  threats  into  execution,  though 
he  suffered  his  people,  at  times,  to  amuse  them- 
^jeives  by  firing  at  some  of  our  vessels  and  robbing 
a -few  others.  Shortly  after-(July  5)  the  president 
of  the  Lhiited  States  issued  his  order  to  the 
governors  of  the  several  states  for  the  ecjuipment 
Wl  organization  of  100,000  militia.  The  requi- 
sitionivas almost  immediately  complied  with — 
a greater  number  of  citizens  volunteered  their 
services  than  the  quotas  of  most  of  the  states 
allowed.  The  ardor  of  thepeople  was  indescriba- 
ble; that  rancor  of  party,  which,  thougii  it 
embitters  social  intercourse,  may  be  necessary 
to  the  existence  of  a republican  government, 
appeared  lost  in  tire  general  desire  to  avenge  a 
common  wrong.  “At  the  call  of  the  law,  all 
rallied  round  the  standard  5f  the  law,  and  united 
in  common  efforts  for  the  common  good.”— But 

afterwards began  to  apologize;  and 

finely,  a few  openly  the  British  admiral, 

thou^  the  act  was  disavoived  by  his  own  govern- 
ment! 

In  a Halifax  paper  of  J.une  7,  were  published  the 
following  .orders  , of  Admiral  Berkeley-r-hehig 
those, under  TV’hfoh  <captain  Hvmplrics  acted: 
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“By  the  Honorable  George  Cranfield  Berkeley, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  white,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majesty’s  ships  and  vessels,  employed 
in  the  river  St  Lawrence,  along  the  coast  of  No- 
va-Scotia,  the  Island  of  St.  John  and  Cape  Bre- 
ton, the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  at  and  about  the  isl- 
ands of  Bermuda,  or  Somers’  Island. 

Whereas  many  seamen,  subjects  of  his  Britan- 
tiic  Majesty,  and ’in  his  Majesty’s  ships  and  vessels, 
as  per  margin,  (Belleisle,  Belona,  Triumph,  Clii- 
Chester,  Halifax,  Zenobia,  cutter,)  while  at  anchor 
in  the  Chesapeake,  deserted  and  en  .ered  on  board 
the  United  States  frigate  the  Chesapeake,  and 
openly  paraded  the  streets  of  Norfolk,  in  sight  of 
their  officers,  under  the  American  flag,  protected 
by  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  and  the  recruiting 
officer  belonging  to  the  above  mentioned  American 
ft-igate,  which  magistrates  and  naval  officer  refus- 
ing to  give  them  up,  although  demanded  by  Iiis 
Britannic  Majesty’s  Consul,  as  well  as  the  captains 
of  the  ships  from  which  the  said  men  deserted — 
Tlie  captains  and  commanders  of  his  miajesty’s 
chips  and  vessels  under  my  command,  are,  therefore, 
bei4by  required  and  directed,  in  case  of  meeting 
with  the  American  frigate  Cliesapeake,  at  sea,  and 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  show  to 
the  captain  of  her,  this  order,  and  to  require  tq 
search  liis  ship  for  the  deserters  from  the  before- 
mentioned  ships,  and  to  proceed  and  search  for  the 
^ame;  and  if  :3i  similar  demand  shall  be  made  by 
the  American,  he  is  to  be  permitted  to  search  for 
any  deserters  from  their  service,  according  to  the 
x^ustoms  and  usage  <sf  civilized  nations,  on  terms  of 
peace  and  amity  with  «ach  other. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Halifax,  Nova-Scotia, 
the  1st  of  June,  1807. 

(Signed)  G.  C.  BERKELEY. 

To  the  respective  captains  and  commanders 
of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels,  on  the 
North-American  station.” 


free  will,  hy  their  own  confession*  Of  the  otlier 
man  ' aken  from  the  Chesapeake  we  have  no  parti- 
cular information  before  us  at  present.  The  British 
said  he  was  guilty  of  piracy  and  mutiny,  and  hung 
!iim— whether  he  was  innocent  or  not  appears 
doubtful. 

We  shall  close  this  account  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  of  enquiryf — merely  observing,  that 
the  British  m.nistry  disavowed  the  act  of  admiral 
Berkeley,  and  for  a short  time  suspended  him;  he 
was,  however,  soon  appointed  to  a more  important 
command.  By  the  arrangements  entered  into  by 
Mr.  Erskinet  reparation  for  this  outrage,  murder 
and  insult  was  partially  made  and  accepted — but  as 
his  arrangement  was  disannulled,  the  assault  is  yet 
unatoned  for,  and  carmof  be  forgiven  or  forgot  ten. 
It  is  of  no  importance  to  the  question  whether  the 
men  were  Amei’icans  or  no. — whether  they  had 
been  impressed  or  entered  the  British  service  volun- 
tarily. A vessel  of  war  is  always  considered  as  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  nation  to  which  she  belongs; 
and  the  act  of  Rer/c<?/c^was,therefore,justly  esteemed 
as  reprehensible  as  if  lie  had  attacked  one  ofour  cities 
and  after  killing  & . wounding  as  many  as  he  thought 
fit,  entered  the  same  and  carried  off  some  of  the  citi- 
zens to  fight  the  battles  of  “the  king,  his  master.”  * 
At  a Court  of  Enquiry  assembled  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Chesapeake,  in  the  hailiour 
of  Norfolk  and  state  of  Virginia,  by  order  of  the 
Hon.  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ofche 
United  States,  and  continued  by  adjourim.ent 
from  day  to  day,  from  Monday  the  5th  day  of 
October,  18"7,  until  Wednesday  the  4th  day  of 
November,  1807. 

Present — Captain  Alexander  Mttrrat,  Presi- 
dent,  and  Captains  Isaac  Hull  and  Isaac  Chauncey, 
members  thereof. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  antecedent  to  the 
sailing  of  the  Chesapeake,  there  had  been  received 
onboard  of  her  some  persons  who  had  been  claimed 


' by  the  British  government  as  deserters  tfom  ilielr 
Three  or  four  persons  carried  ofi*  as  deserters  service,  but  who  were  not  ordered  to  be  delivered 
were  certaznly  proved  to  be  American  citizens.  Mr.  up  by  the  American  officers — that  there  was  also  a 
Ei'skine,  the  British  minister,  had  applied  to  the . report  in  Civculat  on,  and  generally  known  on  hoard 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  delivery  of  If Ware,  the  Chesapeake,  that  a threat  had  been  used  by  the 
Panlel  Martin,  John  Strahan,  and  John  Little,  j captain  of  the  British  ship  of  war  Melampus,  to 
alias  Francis,  and  Ambrose  Watts,  alledged  to  be  i take  these  men  from  the  Chesapeake — ihat  commo- 
eleserters  from  his  king’s  service,  and  to  have  enlei  - ! dore  Barron  had  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  that 
ed  on  board  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  Tliough  the , sueb  men  were  on  board  his  ship,  that  they  had 
United  States  did  not  admit  the  right  to  demand  | been  demanded  by  the  British  government,  and  had 
tliese  men,  or  feel  bound  to  give  them  up,  supposing  not  been  delivered  up,  the  court  are  perfectly  satis- 
the  facts  to  be  as  stated,  an  enquiry  was  instituted,  j fied;  but  no  positive  evidence  has  been  adduced  to 
and  it  appeared  to  captain  Barron,  that  Ware  and  prove,  that  the  report  of  the  threat  above  nientlon- 
J\Tartin  were  pre.ssed  from  the  American  brigNep-l  ed  was  communicated  to  him  before  his  ship  sailed, 
tune,  by  the  British  frigate  Melampus,  in  the  Bay  | it  appeal's  to  the  court,  that  the  Chesapeake  in 
of  Biscay.  Strahan,  was  impressed  by  the  same  i preceding  from  Hampton  Roads  to  sea,  passed  a 
vessel  from  on  board  a British  Guineaman:  and,  1 Briiish  squadron  at  anchor  in  Lynnhaven  Bay,  v/ho 
to  better  his  situation,  had  entered  tlie  service. — 1 at  the  time  of  her  passing  them  were  making  sig- 
Ware  and  Strahan  had  protections — Martin  said  he  | na,ls  to  each  otlier,  which  was  not  only  rej^ortecl  to 
lost  his  on  leaving  the  Melampus  frigate.  By  sub-  j commodore  Barron  by  one  of  the  officers,  but  actu- 
sequent  testimony  on  the  oaths  of  many  reputable ! ally  observed  by  himself, 
persons,  it  appeared  that  IFnre  was  born  in  Allegha-'  “ 
ny  county,  and  Strahan  in  Queen  Ann’s  county,  in 
the  slate  of  Maryland.  Martin,  at  6 years  of  age, 
was  brought  to  Westport,  Massachusetts,  bv  Wil- 
liam Howland,  supposed  from  some  of  the  Spanish 
settlements — at  14  years  of  age  he  was  bound  out  as 
an  apprentice,  and  after  continuing  some  time  in 
tliat  capacity,  absconded:  Little,  alias  Francis, 

and  Watts,  were  reported  by  captain  Barron  not  to 
have  been  entered  by  his  reciaiiting  officer.  On  the 
trial  of  Ware,  Martin  and  Strahan,  at  Halifax,  by 
the  British,  tliey  were  admitted  as  Americans,  but 
declare.1  to  have  entered  tiic  service  of  their  own 


It  appears  to  die  court  that  the  British  ship  of 
war  Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  .squadron  then 
at  anchor  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
weighed  immediately  after  these  signals  were 
thrown  out  and  stood  to  sea. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  court,  that  at  this  tima 
there  was  any  vessel  in  sight,  or  any  other  object  to 
induce  her  to  go  to  sea,  but  the  Chesapeake. 


* British  account. 

fWe  have  published  only  diose  items  which  re., 
late  immediately  to  the  attack,  and  its  eii  cuni. 
stances.  Barren  was  finally  suspended, 
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It  appeap.5  to  the  court,  that  at  the  time  the  Leo- 
pard gx)t  under  weig’h,  the  wind  was  at  south-south 
west  and  therefore  fair  for  her  to  proceed  to  sea; 
but  that  instead  of  availing-  herself  of  this  to  clear 
the  land,  she  hauled  by  the  wind  close  round  Cape 
Henry,  and  stood  to  the  southward,  under  easy  sail; 
thereby  shewing  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  get 
off  the  land  speedily. 

It  appears  to  the  court  that  after  this  the  wind 
became  light  and  baffling,  and  likely  to  shift,  and 
came  out  from  the  eastward;  that  when  tliis  happen- 
ed, the  Leopard  shortened  sail,  and  stood  to  the 
eastward. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  after  this  the  wind 
did  come  out  from  about  south  south  east,  and  that 
the  Leopard  then  having  thus  got  the  weather  guage, 
preserving  it  by  tacking  in  shove  when  the  Chesa- 
peake did  so  in  order  to  get  off  her  pilot,  and  aft  er 
the  Chesapetike  again  stood  off  to  the  eastward, 
that  the  Leopard  wore  and  bore  down  for  her. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  than  when  the  Leopard 
came  along  side  of  the»Chesapeake,  an  officer  was 
sent  from  her,  with  a communication  from  captain 
Humphries,  the  captain  of  the  Leopard,  to  commo- 
dore Barron,  which  the  latter  could  not  and  did 
not  misunderstand,  but  very  correctly  concluded 
to  be  a demand  with  witich  he  ought  not  and  could 
not  comply,  and  one  which,  if  refused,  would  be 
enforced  if  possible.  . 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  although  such  was 
the  situation  and  impression  of  commodore  Barron 


part  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  rules  and  regulation's 
for  the  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  adopted  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  April,  1800, 
entitled  “An  act  for  Uie  better  government  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.” 

It  appears  to  tlie  court,  that  although  the  Chesa- 
peake might  and  ought  to  have  been  better  defended 
than  she  w^as,  yet  that  she  w'as  not  in  a situation  at 
the  time  of  the  attack  made  upon  her  to  have  ena- 
bled so  gallant  a defence  being  made  as  might  be 
expected.  Some  of  her  guns  were  not  securely 
fitted  in  their  carriages,  some  of  her  sponges  and 
wads  were  too  large,  few  of  her  powder  horns  were 
filled,  her  matches  were  not  primed,  some  of  lier 
rammers  were  not  in  their  proper  places,  the  ma- 
rines were  neither  supplied  with  enough  of  car- 
tridges, or  were  those  which  tliey  had  of  the  proper 
size.  None  of  these  circumstances  however  could 
have  influenced  commodore  Barron  in  striking 
his  colors,  because  they  were  not  known  to  him  at 
the  time. 


Maltlms  on  Population. 


An  Analytical  Uevieto  of  the  **Essay  on  the  Principle 
of  Population^  by  T.  R.  Malthtut^  A.  MP  with  ttome 
remarks  more  particularly  applicable  to  the  present 
and  probable  future  state  of  the  United  States. 

No  subject  can  more  deservedly  engage  the 
attention  of  the  statistical  or  political  reader;  or  be 
at  this  time,  yet  that  he  did  not  still  order  his  ship  j more  deeply  interesting  to  the  philosopher,  than 
to  be  prepared  for  action,  although  ample  time  w^as  i that  widch  embraces  the  first  principles  of  the  rise 
allowed  for  that  purpose,  the  British  officer  being  and  fall  of  nations^ — which  opens  to  his  view  the 
detained  onboard  the  Chesapeake  from  35  to  45  causesof  emigiation,  revolutions,  w^ars,  coloniza- 
minutes.  ition,  &.c.  and  wfflich  leads  to  a clear  judgment 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  after  the  British  of  the  form  of  government  be.st  calculated  to  secure 
officer  had  left  the  Chesapeake,  bearing  a positive  the  happiness  of  mankind,  and  thereby  conduce  to 
re-hsal  from  commodore  Barron  to  the  demand  the  great  end  of  creation. 

which  had  been  made  by  captain  Humphries,  and  Various  w'rjters  indifferent  ages  of  the  world, 
after  commodore  Barron  was  himself  sati.sfied  that  have  turned  their  studies  and  attention  to  this 
an  attack  upon  his  ship  would  be  made,  he  did  not  important  subject,  among  the  most  celebrated  of 
take  prompt,  necessary  and  efficient  means  to  pre-  whom  may  be  reckoned  'Lord  Hale,  Sir  James 
pare  his  ship  for  battle.  That  his  first  order  v/as  Stewart,  the  count  de  Buffen,  Hume,  Chalmers, 
mei*ely  to  clear  his  gun  deck,  and  the  second  after  Price,  &c.;  but  it  was  reserved  for  the  learned 
the  lapse  of  some  time,  was  to  get  his  men  to  quar-  author  under  review  to  reduce  it  to  a clear  and 
ters  secretly  without  beat  of  drum;  although  wdth  perspicuous  system.  For,  though  he  has  modestly 
such  a crew  as  he  had  on  board,  and  in  such  a situ-  entitled  his  work  an  “Essay,”  it  will  be  found  to 
ation  as  the  ship  then  was,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  contain  so.  many  important  iacts,  introduced  with 
tliat  such  orders  could  be  effectually  accomplished,  a force  of  reasoning  so  irresistably  conclusive,  as  to 
It  appeal's  to  the  court,  that  the  conduct  of  com-  deserve  a place  among  our  most  finished  perform- 
modore  Barron  during  the  attack  of  the  Leopard  ances.  He  sets  out  upon  a postidatem  w'hich  may 
manifested  great  indecision,  and  a disposition  to  witliout  scruple  be  admitted,  that  all  living  nature 
negociate,  rather  than  a determination  bravely  to  is  constantly  tending  to  excess  of  increase,  but  in 
defend  his  ship.  That  he  repeatedly  hailed  the  different  ratios;  otherwise  the  earth  at  the  present 
Leopard  during  her  attack  upon  him — That  he  moment  would  have  been  insufficient  to  have  con- 
drew  his  men  from  their  guns  to  lowering  down  tained  its  animate  inhabitants.  In  a very  early 
boats  to  send  on  board  of  thd  attacking  ship — and  epoch  of  the  world,  philosophers  found  it  necessary 
that  he  ordered  his  first  lieutenant  from  his  quarters  to  direct  their  enquiries  to  the  means  of  checking 
during  the  attack,  to  carry  a message  on  board  of  this  excessive  increase  of  the  human  species  beyond 
the  Leopard,  at  that  time  firing  upon  him.  jtliose  other  portions  of  creation  upon  which  they 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  commodore  Barron  subsisted;  and  to  this  end  in  many  countries  whole 
ordered  the  colours  of  the  Chesapeake  to  be  struck,  families  were  barbarously  put  to  death,  while  others 


and  that  they  were  struck,  before  a single  gun  of 
any  kind  was  fired  from  her;  and  that  at  the  time 
they  were  so  struck,  her  main  deck  battery  was  in 
a situation  which  would  have  enabled  the  return  of 
a broad  side  in  a ver}^  short  time. 

The  court  is  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
Chesapeake  was  prematurely  surrendered,  at  a 
time  tv]  ten  she  was  nearly  prepared  for  battle,  and 
when  the  injuries  sustained  either  on  the  ship  or 
crew  did  not  make  such  a surrender  then  necessary; 
and  that  for  this  comnjodote  Barron  falls  under  a 


became  exiles  from  home,  in  search  of  a precarious 
existence  elsetvhere.  To  this  tendencyfcin  animal 
life  to  increase  beyond  the  means  provided  for  its 
nourishment,  may  be  justly  attributed  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  vice  and  misery  of  mankind; 
how  interesting  then  to  the  philanthropist  must  be 
the  inquiry  into  the  most  efiectual  means  of  correct- 
ing or  ameliorating  those  unhappy  eftects! 

As  a preliminary  step  to  this  enquiry,  our  author 
endeavours  to  ascertain  what  would  be  the  natural 
incrieas©  of  population,  if  left  to  exert  itself  with 
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perfect  freedom;  or,  in  other  words,  to  what  extent 
procreation  would  be  carried  with  an  indefinit 
mean  support;  and  “what  mitjht  be  expected  to 
be  the  rate  of  increase  in  the  productions  of  the 
earth  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.” — 
Witn  reg-ard  to  the  first  question,  we  know  of  no 
country  where  all  circumstances  have  combined  to 
give  to  population  this  freedom  of  exertion;  but 
fi’om  contemplation  of  its  increase  in  those  coun- 
tries were  tlie  manners  are  the  most  simple,  and 
where  the  fewest  obstacles  exist,  we  are  induced  to 
believe  that  the  increase  of  the  human  species 
would  very  far  exceed  that  of  any  other.  In  some 
of  the  back  settlements  of  North-America  the  popu- 
lation has  been  found  to  double  itself  in  fifteen 
yearsx;  in  other  parts  of  the  same  country  the 
period  of  doubling  has  been  fixed  at  little  more 
than  twelve  years.  Sir  William  Petty  supposes  it 
possible  for  the  population  to  double  itself  in  ten 
years.2  Prom  the  census  which  at  different  periods 
has  been  made  by  the  direction  of  Congress,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  the  United  States,  since  their  first 
settlement,  have  continued  to  double  their  popula- 
tion in  less  than  twenty -five  years.^  This  therefore  as 
being  the  slowest  rate  at  which  any  observer  has 
calculated  the  increase  of  population,  and  as  being 
far  within  the  truth,  our  author  has  fixed  upon  as 
the  standard  rate  of  increase,  and  pronounces,  that 
“population  when  unchecked,  goes  on  doubling 
itself  every  twenty -five  years,  or  increases  in  a 
geometrical  ratio.” 

With  respect  to  the  productions  of  the  earth,  or 
the  means  to  support  the  population,  it  has  not  been 
found  so  easy  to  determine  the  rate  of  increase;  so 
much  depends  upon  the  fertility  of  the  soil  to  be 
cultivated,  and  the  melioration  of  that  already 
under  cultivation,  that  we  cannot  fix  it  at  the  same 
ratio  as  the  increase  of  population,  which,  with  the 
food  necessary  to  support  it,  woidd  go  on  to  increase 
in  the  same  proportion  ad  infinitum.  In  order  how- 
ever, to  fix  upon  the  most  probable  rate  the  aver- 
age produce  may  be  taken  of  those  countries 
in  which  agriculture  is  studied  with  the  greate.st 
assiduity,  and  in  which  industry  may  he  supposed  to 
receive  its  best  direction.  If  w^e  admit  the  produc- 
tions of  the  earth  to  be  doubled  in  the  first  twenty- 
five  years;  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  experience 
of  the  nature  of  land  to  suppose,  that  in  the  next 
twenty-five  years,  they  would  be  quadrupled,  even 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  of  cultiva- 
tion; it  may  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  earth 
cannot  be  made  to  inci*ea.se  its  productions  faster 
than  in  an  arlllimetical  ratio.  To  shew  the  effects 
of  these  two  different  rates  of  increase  in  their 
strongest  light,  the  whole  earth  maybe  supposed 
to  contain  “a  population  equal  .to  a thousand 
million;  the  human  species  v/ou Id  increase  as  the 
numbers  1,  2,  4,  8,  16,  .32,  64,  128,  256,  and  sub- 
sistence as  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 8,  9.  In  two  centuries 
the  population  would  be  to  the  means  of  subsistence 
as  256  to  9.”  Tiiis  exce.^sive  force  of  population, 
therefore,  over  the  means  of  sub.dstence,  must  be 
kept  down  by  some  still  more  powerful  check. — 
The  tv.'o  fi.'-st books  of  our  authoi’  are  taken  up  w'ilh 
the  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  these  checks,  and 
their  operation  iu_  different  countries,  lie  divide.^ 
them  into  two  general  lieads:  viz.  the  preycitti,ve 
and  tlie  positive  cliecks.  Tiie  first,  a.s  far  as  it  is 
voluntary,  operates  only  upon  man,  who  in  the 

1 Vide  Price’s  Observ . on  llcvers.  Pay. 

2 Vide  Polit  . Arith. 

3 Vide  a paper  entitled  “Fads  a:>d  Crlcidations 
respecting  ihe  population  of  the  United  States.” 


exercise  ofhis  reason,  is  led  by  many  considerations 
to  avoid  the  distress  which  he  secs  produced  in 
others  pursuing  the  dictate  of  natuie,  in  an  early 
attachment  and  marriage.  He  sees  the  misery  and 
horror  of  giving  existence  to  heing.s  w’hich  he  has 
not  the  means  to  support,  and  refuses  that  natural 
inclination  for  obedience  to  the  great  commandment 
of  our  Creator,  crescite  et  mnltiplicamini.  And 
when  this  self  restraint  is  not  follow’ed  by  a vicious 
indulgence  of  the  passions  in  a promiscuous  inter- 
course  with  those  abandoned  females  too  frequently 
to  be  met  with,  it  may  be  considered  as  the  least 
evil  of  the  principle  of  population. 

The  positive  checks  to  population  include  every 
cause  which  contributes  to  shorten  the  natural  du- 
rations of  life;  such  as  all  unwholesome  occupations, 
severe  labor,  and  exposure  to  the  seasons;  extreme 
poverty,  common  diseases  and  epidemics;  wars, 
plague  and  famine.  These  obstacles,  under  the 
heads  of  preventive  and  positive  checks,  are  all  re- 
solvable into  moral  restraint,  vice  ana  misery;  and 
when  taken  conjunctively,  form  \he  immediate  check. 
to  population  asi.1  l.stinguished  from  the  T//ff;«afecheck 
produced  by  famine,  or  the  want  of  food.  The  ope- 
ration of  these  checks  varies  considerably  in  flifler- 
ent  countries,  according'  to  the  naturally  liealthy  or 
unhealthy  state  of  the  climate,  thc^vicious  or  moral 
customs,  and  the  peaceful  or  warlike  maimers  of 
the  inhabitants.  But  in  every  counti’y  the  eifects  of 
population  to  excessive  increase  are  constant,  and 
as  constantly  tend  to  produce  wretchednes.s  and  mi- 
sery among  the  lower  classes  of  society.  When  the 
food  becomes  inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  po- 
pulation, the  preventive  and  positive  checks  will 
operate  with  g’reater  force,  vicious  habits  will  pre- 
vail more  generally,  and  all  the  causes  of  premature 
death  will  continue  to  operate  till  population  is  re- 
duced to  its  proper  level;  comparative  plenty  must 
be  the  consequence,  population  will  again  increase, 
and  the  same  eifccts  will  again  succeed.  Some  ex- 
cellent remarks  upon  this  vibration  of  the  popula- 
tion may  be  found  in  Sir  Janies  Steuart’s  Political 
Economy.  He  compares  the  generative  faculty  to 
a spring  loaded  with  a variable  weight.  Our,  au- 
thor, however,  without  stopping  to  establisli  these 
progressive  and  retrograde  movements,  lays  down 
the  following  propositions: — 

“1st.  Population  is  necessarily  limited  by  the 
means  of  subsistence. 

2d.  Population  always  increases  where  the  means 
of  subsistence  increase. 

3d.  The  checks  which  repress  the  superior  pow- 
er of  population,  and  keep  its  effects  on  a level  with 
the  means  ofsuh.slstcnce,  are  all  resolvable  into  mo- 
ral restraint,  vice  and  misery.” 

The  first  of  these  propositions  is  passed  over  as 
needing  no  illustration.  To  establish  the  two  last, 
he  conceives  it  sufficient  to  take  a review  of  tlie  »»- 
mediate  checks  to  population  in  the  various  states 
of  society  of  tlie  jiast  and  present  time. 

Ill  this  review  he  begins  with  tlie  lowest  state  of 
societ)'  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge.  The 
inliabitaiiLs  of  Terra  del  Fiiego  are  represented  by 
captain  Conk  a.s  being' the  outcasts  of  human  na- 
ture, their  only  food,  (said  that  celebrated  vin  ager) 
Was  shell -fish,  and  tlicy  were  destitute  of  every  con- 
venience arising  from  the  ;u  lest  art.4  There  cun 
be  no  difficulty  then  in  finding  out  the  checks  to 
population  in  a country  .so  repix-st  Med.  'I’iie  same 
may  be  said  of  the  nativc.s  of  Van  Diemcn’.s’  luvid, 
and  the  islands  of  Andaman  in  tlie  East,  w ho  have 

4  Yi;l.  CooVr’s  first  voyage  to  observe  the  trr.iisit 
of  VcuUs  over  tlie  sun’s  disk. 
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been  sometimes  found  upon  the  shores  in  last 
Avretched  iituges  offamine  5 The  savage 
of  New  -Holland  are  in  a very  little  better  situation 
than  those  already  descr.bed.  The  difficulty  and 
danger  which  every  where  attend  their  seard'-  dter 
food,  and  the  barbarous  customs  which  precede 
their  marriage  ceremonies,  leave  us  without  sur- 
prise why  so  thin  a population  should  be  scattered 
oA^er  such  an  extent  of  territory.  “The  condi- 
tion of  tlie  women  (says  Mr.  Collins®)  is  so  wretch- 
ed, that  I have  often,  on  seeing  a female  child  borne 
on  its  mother’s  shoulders,  anticipated  the  miseries 
to  which  it  was  born,  and  thought  it  would  be  a 
mercy  to  destroy  it.”  The  same  historian  tells  us 
that  the  wife  is  generally  selected  from  a tribe  at  en- 
mity with  that  of  her  intended  husband,  who  steals 
upon  her  when  alone^  and  after  beating  her  to . si- 
lence with  a club  or  stone,  drags  her  on  the  ground 
OA’er  every  impediment,  until  lie  reaches  his  own 
party,  “where  a most  brutal  scene  ensues,”  This 
outrage  is  re.sented  only  by  retaliation  whenever  si- 
milar opportunities  offer.  Thus  treated,  many  of 
the  females  never  bear  ph;ldren,  and  those  who  do, 
experience  so  many  hardsliips  and  difficulties  in 
rearing  them,  that  hut  a small  portion  arrives  at  the 
age  of  puberty.  Children  who.  lose  their  mothers 
wliile  at  the  breast  are  always  buiyed  alive  in  the 
same  gi*ave  with  the  mother!  Besides  the.se  pauses 
of  depopulation,  the  frequent  and  bloody  wars 
among  tliCae  savages,  and  above  all  a fat  al  epidemic, 
resembling*  the  small  pox,  which  sometimes  rages 
among  them  with  incredible  desolation,  tend  to  keep 
the  population  down  to  a level  Witli  the  very  spanty 
supply  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  prpduclions  of 
the  .country. 

The  American  Indians,  like  most  other  savages, 
are  divided  into  tribes  tvho  subsist  altogether  by 
tfisiung  and  hunting.  This  mode  of  living  necessarily 
requires  a largo  extent  of  territory  to  supply  their 
wants.  Eacl'.  tribe  appears  to  entertain  high 
notions  of  the  right  or  domain;  infringements  of 
which  by  the  hunting  parses,  are  always  followed 
by  the  most  bloody  and  rcAongeful  wars.  These 
violations  of  mutual  sovereignty  u'ust  take  place 
whenever  the  numbers  of  a tribe  increase  beyond 
the  means  of  support  which  the  territory  allotted 
to  them  affords.  I'hey  will  of  course  encroach  up- 
on the  rights  of  tlieir  neighbours,  and  either  be  re- 
pulsed with  considerable  loss,  or  by  destroying  the 
proprietors  of  the  invaded  land,  secure  to  them- 
selves the  subsistence  tliey  sought. 

I'heir  women  are,  for  the  most  part,  treated  more 
like  beasts  of  burden  than  human  creatures  like 
themselves;  being  compelled  to  perfoi*m  the  most 
menial  offices,  and  execute  all  the  laborious  di’udge- 
ry  of  their  domestic  economy.  The  men  have  been 
represented  by  some  travellers  as  naturally  void  of 
all  amiorous  or  lustful  afTections:  but  the  dissolute 
and  libertine  manners  of  some  of  tlie  tribes,  and  the 
early  prostitution  of  the  females,  would  seem  to  con- 
tradict the  opinion.  It  is  certain  the  women  are  by 
no  means  prolific,  having  seldom  more  than  two  or 
three  children,  and  of  those  few,  all  are  put  to  death 
who  are  born  with  any  defect  of  form,  which  will 
accomit  for  thafexemptiohfVom  deformity  observed- 
among  the  Amicrican  Indians,  and  ascribed  by  most 
writers  to  tbeippeculiar  mode  of  managing  their  in- 
fants. Tke  pedple  of  a tribe  generally  reside  toge- 
tl  icr,  either  in  SmaH  villages  couiposed  of  a fpw  ill- 

s Yid.  Vancouver’s  voyage,  and  Syme’s  embassy 
to  AA*a.  - 

6 Vid,  Collin’^  account  of  New  South  Wales-- 

appendiX.,  ' ■ . . . , 


formed  huts,  or  not  iinfrequently  in  the  Same  Hut?- 
Perouse,  Cook,  Meares,  and  some  other  voyagers,, 
have  obseiwed  that  at  tlie  Nootka  sound,  they  have- 
seen  more  than  eight  hunch  ed  Indians  collected  in' 
one  hui;  the  filth  and  stench  of  v.’hich  far  exceeded 
what  issues  from  the  dens  of  any  other  known  ani- 
mals. It  may  readily  be  imagined  wliat  dreadful  ha- 
voc would  be  made  by  an  epideniic  seizing  upon  a 
people  under  such  circumstances;  a wliole  tribe  is 
sometimes  c rried  off  to  a single  man:  'hese  fruitful 
.sources  of  depopulation  might  be  supposed  to  leave 
the  means  ot  support  in  abundance  to  the  surviving 
inhi.bitants,  but  destitute  of  the  means  and  ignorant 
of  the.  arts  of  agriculture,  and  having  since  the  in- 
troduction of  fire  arms  among  them,  considerably 
reduced  the  number  of  wild  beasts  and  game  upon, 
which  they  subsist,  we  find  the  population  still  in 
propcirtion  to  the  food.  At  the  present  day  this 
equilibrium  may  be  produced  perhaps  by  another 
cause;  the  Indians  being  drwen  from  their  former 
lands,  by  the  more  powerful  whites,  to  a narrow- 
extent  Of  territory,  having  been  obliged  to  learn  from 
their  conquerors  something  of  agriculture,  \ybich 
supplies  to  them  those  means  of  support  which  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  look  for  in  a wider  range 
of  unculth^ated  forests.  * This  progress  toward  ci- 
vilization would  naturally  give  a spm*  to  procreation 
— which,  it  might  be  inferred,  would  soon  produce 
an  excess  of  population;  hut  a counterbalance  may 
be  found  in  the  introduction  of  inebriating  liquors 
among  them,  of  which  they  are  extravagantly  fond, 
and  by  the  enervating  effects  of  which,  vast  num- 
bers of  them  annually  perish.  Thus  is  the  average 
population  of  the  American  Indians  kept  upon  a 
level  with  the  aver.age  means  of  subsistence.? 

Among  the  Islands  of  the  South  Sea,  particularly 
in  New-Galedonia,  the  New-Hebrides,  and  New- 
Zealand,  we  meet  with  a savage  race  of  beings  who 
live  almost  wholly  upon  fish,  which  are  to  be 
obtained  only  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
who  are  engaged  in  a perpetual  warfare  among 
themselves;  in  New-Zealand,  more  especially,  nei- 
tt.er  men  nor  women  ever  walk  unarmed;  they  are 
,nc*essantly  on  the  watch  for  opportunities  to  sur- 
prise ail’d  de.stroy  each  other.  So  strongly  does 
this  jealousy  and  revengeful  disposition  appear,  that 
if  thei.umanity  of  Cook  had  not  deterred  him  from 
listening  to  the  .splicjtations  of  the  different  tribes 
or  liamlers,  bp  mi , ht  easily  have  exterminated  the 
whole  race,  as  each  village,  by  turns,  invited  him  to 
assist  in  the  destruption  of  some  other. ^ The 
inhabitiants  are  savage  in  the  extreme,  and  for  tlie 
mo.st  part  addicted  to  cannibalism,  to  wiiich  it 
appears  they  are  instigated  as  much  by  inclination 
as  by  the  imperious  call  of  hunger.  They  devour 
wuth  voracious  fury  the  enemies  slain  in  battle,  and 
’tis  not  uncommon  for  some  of  their  chiefs  to  kill 
a slave  every  moon  to  gratify  lus  savage  appetite. 
Captain  Cpo^  relates  that  they  ate  with  considerable 
greediness  the  train  oil  from  some  seal  blubber 
which  his  men  tvere  engaged  in  preparing  on  the 
shore;  he  says,  “they  relished  the  veiy  skimmings 
of  the  kettle,  and  dregs  of  the  casks;  but  a little 
of  the  pure  stinking  oil  w-as  a delicious  feast.”9 — 
^Vitli  such  poAverful  and  con.stantly  operating 

? Consult  Robertson’s  Amer  ca—the  Abbe  Ray- 
nal,  and  Jefferson’s  notes  on  the  state  of  Virginia, 
ill  all  of  which  are  to  be  found  strong  arguments 
support  of  our  author’s  position. 

8 Yid.  Narrative  of  captain  Cooke’s  voyage  t?^ 
the  Pacific  ocean. 

9 Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  by  captains  Ccoke. 
Clerke  and  Gore,  Yoi.  I,  page  1.30.  ’ 
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fcauscs  of  depopulation,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the 
•people  do  not  increase  beyond  tlieir  precarious  mode 
of  support. 

On  the  beautiful  and  fertile  shores  of  Otaheite, 
tvhere  there  is  a g'reat  coniparative  degree  of  civili- 
zation, we  meet  wiih  a scene  widel}’  different.  Eve- 
ry tiling  seems  to  conspire  to  favor  the  strongest 
exertions  of  population  The  power  of  vegetation  is 
so  strong,  tliat  t’ne  very  rocks  are  described  as  ap- 
peiirmg  luxuriantly  productive,  “The  flat  land 
which  bounds  tiie  hills  towards  the  se..,  and  the  in- 
terjacent rallies 'eem  wi  ti  various  productions  that 
grow  with  the  most  cxube-ant  vigour;  and  at  once, 
fill  the  mind  of  the  benolder  widi  liie  idea,  that  no 
place  upon  eartii  can  outdo  tliis,  in  the  strength 
and  iieauty  of  veget>tiou.”io  Were  there  not,  then, 
some  powerful  checks  to  the  population,  the  Island, 
an  little  more-than  a century,  would  become  insuf- 
ficient to  contain  its  inhabitants.  Tiiese  checks 
are  to  be  sought  for  in  the  liabits  and  customs  of 
tlie  people.  A.nd  fii’st,  we  are  told  of  strange 
sociedes  formed  of  the  higher  classes  of  both  sexes, 
called  Earecoies  or  Errocs,  the  individuals  of  whom 
swear  to  perpetual  celibacy,  but  far  from  intending 
thereby  to  lead  a life  of  cold  and  joyless  virginity, 
they  seem  to  form  a mutual  coutract  of  shameless 
prostitution: 

“What’s, /i/me  with  us,  by  custom  of  our  nation, 

“Is  ’mongst  you  women  styl’d  your  reputation,' 
“About  them  both  why  keep  we  sucii  a pother-’ 
“Part  you  with  one,  and  I’ll  give  up  .he  other.” 

Their  days  ai<e  thus  spent  in  promiscuous  inter- 
course, and  in  the  constant  invention  of  the  most  la- 
scivious attitudes  and  libidinous  exercises.  If  chil- 
dren should  unhappily  at  any  time  be  tiie  fruit  of 
this  licentious  intercour.ie,  they  are  imniedlatcly 
smothered  in  the  cruolcst  manner.  It  cannot  oe 
doubted,  as  captain  Cook  has  very  justly  ob.served, 
tliat  these  societ.es  tend  in  a gx'eat  measure  to  “pre- 
vent the  mcrease  of  the  supen.)r  classes  of  people  of 
which  they  are  composed.”  Nor  are  their  criminal 
and  pernicious  coiisc-'iiiences  confined  to  themselves 
only;  under  die  influence  of  their  example,  the 
lower  classes  practice  inuin  icidenvldiout  remorse, 
.governed  radier  by  cap.rice  or  fasiiion  than  by  any 
feelings  of  shame  at  their  illegitimate  connection. 
Wives  are  piirdiased  from  their  fathers,  wiio,  if  not 
sau.sifled  wiili  the  price  paid  by  the  liu.sbancl,  may 
at  any  . ime  take  his  daiigiitcr  away  and  dispose  of 
her  to  some  more  t?euerous  candid.ite.  If  a woman 
in  the  higiier  ranks  of  society  has  children  by  a man 
of  inferior  grade,  she  is  at  liberty  to  put  them  to 
death.  To  these  great  checks  to  population  maybe 
added  the  frequent  wars  with  .the  neighboring  is- 
lands, and  the  civil  contentions  among  themselve.s, 
which  are  sometimes  carried  on  in  the  most  destruc- 
tive manner.  i^Aet,  powerfully  as  these  checks,  viz. 
promiscuous  intercourse.,  iuf.mticide  and  war,  must 
operate,  we  find  the  population  sometimes  so  over- 
grown as  to  produce  the  most  distressing  famuies, 
which  to  judge  from  the  great  decrease  of  popula- 
tion since  the  last  visit  of  captain  Cook,  must  have 
been  very  fi’eqticnt,  not-dtlistanding  the  immense 
fertility  of  the  island.  Ju  i.he  other  islands  of  the 
South  Sea,  of  v,  nidi  Eur.ipeans  have  acquired  any 
Icnowledge,  the  same  vices  arc  observed  to  prevail, 
vviiidi  luustofooume  operate  ili  a si.nilar  manner. 

( VO  r K r,o  VTi  V or  n.) 
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Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  hy  Bonaparte* 

ABRIDGED  FROIM  THE  UrOST  ATTTaEHriC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  U. 

{Coyitinued  from  page  4c3.) 

When  Labrador  presented  hi.s  powers,  and  re- 
quired the  usual  form  in  return,  .M.  Ciiampagny 
replied,  these  tilings  were  mere  matters  of  form, 
and  wholly  unconnected  with  the  essential  object 
of  the  negociation.  Bonaparte,  indeed,  had  deter- 
mined to  force  from  Ferdinand  tlie  form  of  a volun- 
tary negociation,  but  he  and  ids  ministers  consider- 
ed all  other  forms  as  useless,  fl'he  Fi*euchmau 
proceeded  to  talk  of  the  propositions.  Labrador 
declared  he  could  discuss  no  subject  whatever,  till 
the  pi’evious  formalities  had  been  observed;  and 
asked,  if  the  kin,g  were  at  liberty.^  'Fhe  answer  -vas, 
there  could  be  no  doubt.  Then,  said  lie,  he  should 
be  restored  to  his  kingdom;  but  M.  Chairipagny 
replio*.!,  that,  with  respect  to  his  return  to  Sp.vin, 
it  was  necessary  he  should  come  to  a right  under- 
standing with  the  emperor,  either  f)ersoa,dly  <>r  by 

letter. Alre.tdy  Ferdmand  had  had  sudicient 

rc'r  on  to  feel  himself  a prisoner;  this  language 
was  such  as  could  leave  no  doubt.  In  order,  how- 
ever, that  the  whole  might  be  apparent  and  noto-' 
nous,  Cevalios  (.\pril  28)  addressed  a note  to  the 
Frcncli  minister  of  state,  saying,  that  the  king  had 
left  Madrid  with  the  intention  of  meeting*  the 
emperor  at  Hurgos,  on  tlie  assurances  which  the 
grand  duke  of  Berg,  the  ambassador,  Beauliai  nois, 
and  general  Savarj',  had  given  o;  nis  approach; 
that  in  consequence  of  the  agitation  of  t-ie  public 
mind  in  Spain,  it  was  impossible  to  answer  longer 
for  the  tranquillity  of  the  people,  especially  a.s  they 
were  apprized  tliat  their  king  had  now  been  six 
days  at  Bayonne.  He  had  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  promised  them  on  his  departure,  that  he 
would  speedily  return.  This,  therefore,  he  was 
about  to  do;  aud  he  now  made  known  his  intcntiojis, 
that  tliey  might  be  communicated  to  the  emperor, 
whose  approbation  tliey  v.-ould  doubtless  mee  .;  he 
should  lie  ready  to  treat,  m his  dominions,  on  all 
cemvenieut  subjects,  with  any  persons  whom  it 
might  please  his  imperial  m .jesty  to  authorize.  N(J 
answer  was  retunieilto  this  despatch;  but  the  spies 
within  tlie  palace  and  the  guards  without,  were 
doubled.  A g'uard  at  the  door  even  ordered  tlie 
king  and  his  brother  one  night  to  retire  to  their 
apartments.  Ferdinand’s  mind  was  not  yet  so 
subdued  to  his  fortunes  as  to  brook  tliis  insult. — 
He  complained  bitn'  rly  of  it;  and  the  governor  in 
consequence  sootlied  him  with  courteous  language, 
and  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  such  conduct. 
The  act,  however,  was  repeated;  and  not  chusing 
to  expose  himself  a tliird  time  to  insult,  which,  li© 
had  no  means  of  resenting,  he  abstained  from  gojn-g 
out. 

Bonaparte  had  expected  that  Fcrdinanf^  would 
more  easily  be  intimidated  into  complia^;  in  that 
case  he  would  have  recognized  the  vg^ljiiity  of  the 
father’s  abdication;  which,  in  fact^  bp  did  virtually 
acknowledge,  while  treating  ' iih  the  so.i  ior  iiis 
renunciation.  lie  now  found  necess.try  ho  .ilum 
his  plan  of  proceedings,  and  ordered  Murut  t-i  send 
off  ('harle.s  and  the  q-teen  a.s  e xpeditiou.s jy  as 
possiliie  to  Bayonne.  Tli^o'e.  w’as  no  f*..n,.';-er  of 
exciting  any  popuiar  co  iunotion  by  tlvcgc  ci.rcuin., 
stances;  bnt  tlie  deUverunce  of  '■fKiov  'wis  also  to 
be  eirected:  and  ar-ince  must  b*'  wygntwed  for' tliis. 
i unless  lie  resorted  iauTiediately  to  Woe,,  v.-iuc)  s 
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was  his  purpose  to  avoid  till  the  whole  of  his  royal 
family  were  in  his  hands.  The  release  of  this  fa- 
vorite had  been  requested  of  Ferdinand  during-  his 
stay  at  Vittoria.  He  replied,  that  he  had  promised 
to  his  people  to  publish  the  result  of  a process,  on 
which  the  honor  of  many  of  his  subjects,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  rights  of  his  crown  depended. 
Throughout  the  whole  extent  of  Spain,  he  said, 
there  was  not  a single  district,  however  small, 
which  had  not  addi  essed  complaints  to  the  throne 
against  that  prisoner.  The  joy  at  his  arrest  had 
been  general,  and  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings. Nevertheless,  he  gave  his  royal  word, 
that,'  if,  after  a full  examination  of  the  case,  Godoy 
should  be  condemned  to  death,  he  would  remit  that 
punishment  in  consequence  of  the  emperor’s  inter- 
position. At  the  time  when  Ferdinand  returned 
this  answer  to  Bonaparte,  he  received  advices  from 
the  junta  of  government,  that  Murat  had  required 
them  to  release  Godoy;  threatening,  if  they  re 
fused,  that  he  would  deliver  him  by  force.  They 
were  informedlin  reply,  of  the  answer  which  had  been 
sent  to  Bayonne,  and  instructed  to  tell  the  Grand 
Duke,  if  he  renewed  his  applications,  that  the  busi 
ness  was  in  treaty  between  the  two  sovereigns,  and 
that  tb.e  result  depended  exclusively  on  the  deci- 
sion of  the  king. 

The  French  have  at  all  times  had  as  little  public 
faith  as  any  other  nation  in  Europe;  but  whether 
under  their  old  monarchy,  their  democracy,  or 
their  present  absolute  despotism,  they  have  effectu 
ally  protected  their  agents  and  partizans  in  other 
countries. — Godoy  had  been  the  creature  of  Fiance 
and  Bonaparte  was  resolved  to  save  him:  he  treat- 
ed, therefore,  the  letter  of  Ferdinand  with  con- 
tem.pt;  and,  having  recourse  to  direct  falsehood 
sent  information  to  Murat,  that  the  Prince  of  As 
turias  had  put  the  pi-isoner  entirely  at  his  dispo 
sal,  and  ordei-ed  him  to  demand  and  obtain  the  sur 
render  of  his  person,  A note  was  accordingly 
delivered  to  the  junta,  in  Murat’s  name,  by  general 
Bellaird,  demanding  the  prisoner  (April  20).  This 
he  said,  was  only  a new  proof  of  the  interest  felt  by 
the  emperor  for  the  welfare  of  Spain;  for  his  im- 
perial majesty  could  not  recognize  as  king  any  oth- 
er than  Charles  IV.  and  by  removing  the  Prince  de 
la  Paz  to  a distance,  he  wished  to  deprive  malevo- 
lence itself  of  the  possible  belief,  that  that  monarch 
would  ever  restore  him  to  confidence  and  power. — 
One  member  of  the  government,  Don  Francisco 
Gil,  protested  against  yielding  to  the  tyrant,  be- 
cause it  was  not  authorised  by  Ferdinand  their 
king:  the  others  were  intimidated  by  the  threats  of 
M'lrat,  and  eorpmanded  the  Marquis  de  Castellar, 
to  whose  custody  Godoy  had  been  committed,  to 
deliver  him  up.  That  nobleman  reluctantly  obey- 
ed; and  he  was  removed,  by  night,  under  a strong 
guiU'd,  to  Bayonne. 

In  ob  aining  the  release  of  this  wretch,  Bona- 
parte had  probably  no  other  view  at  the  time,  than 
of  preserving  that  uniform  system  of  protection 
towards  his  agents,  which  pride  as  well  as  policy 
dictated.  But  wlien  he  found  his  design  unexpect- 
edly impeded  by  the  firmness  which  Ferdinand  and 
hi.  counsellors  then  displayed,  he  perceived  that 
Godoy  mighi  yet  be  useful;  and  when  Clmrles 
arrived  at  Bayonne,  the  favorite  was  restored  to 
him,  and  rein^  ated  as  minister,  that  he  might,  by 
uct  of  ofiice,  consummate  his  own  infamy, 
HiiU  complete  hede  dvucti  m of  that  dvnasty  whic''- 
h i ised  him,  and  the  country  which  had  given 
Ltm  Willing  to  be  revenged  on  Ferdinand, 

and  no 'A'  also  hatmg  Sp^in,  Godoy,  who  had  hith- 
erto ecconded  the  projects  of  Bonapai’te,  because 


he  was  duped  by  the  hopes  of  aggrandizement^- 
now  forwarded  them  with  equal  eagerness  for  the 
sake  of  vengeance.  It  was  necessary  that  Charles 
should  be  prepared  to  treat  his  son  as  an  enemy,  a 
rebel  and  a traitor;  and  that,  while  he  punished 
him  as  such,  for  having  accepted  his  abdication, 
he  should  be  made  to  resume  the  crown,  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  it  to  a stranger;  and 
that  stranger  one  from  w^hose  treacherous  and  un- 
provoked aggressions  he  himself,  but  a few  weeks 
before,  attempted  to  fly  to  America,  abandoning 
his  kingdom.  To  this  resolution,  monstrous  as  it 
was,  the  unhappy  king  was  brought.  Cevallos  sup- 
poses that  he  was  compelled  to  it;  it  is  more  pro- 
bable that  the  ascendancy  of  the  favorite  was  suffi- 
cient to  make  him  fancy  it  was  his  own  act  and 
deed.  Fear  might  have  extorted  the  renunciation, 
but  the  manner  in  which  he  personally  treated  his 
son,  sprung  evidently  from  his  own  feelings,  exas- 
perated by  Godoy. 

Ferdinand  had  now  only  to  choose  between  de- 
gradation and  destruction.  He  made,  however, 
one  effort  in  behalf  of  himself  and  of  Spain,  and 
addressed  his  father  in  a letter  not  less  dignified 
than  respectful,  in  which  he  at  the  same  time  as- 
serted his  right  to  the  crown,  and  his  readiness  to 
restore  it  (May  1).  The  king,  he  said,  had  admit- 
ted thafthe  proceedings  at  Aranjuez  were  in  no  de- 
gree occasioned  or  influenced  by  him,  and  had 
told  him,  that  the  abdication  had  been  voluntary, 
and  that  it  was  the  happiest  act  of  his  life.  He 
still  declared  that  it  was  an  act  of  his  own  free  will; 
but  professed  that  it  had  been  made  with  the  men- 
tal  reservation  of  aright  to  resume  the  throne  when- 
ever he  thought  proper;  and  now  he  reclaimed  it, 
avowing  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  neither 
return  to  the  throne  nor  to  Spain.  The  fundamen- 
tal laws  of  the  king-dom  conferred  the  crown  upon 
himself,  he  said,  upon  his  father’s  free  resignation 
of  it.  His  father  had  freely  resigned;  and  yet  now 
reclaimed  the  crown,  without  any  intention  of  re- 
taining it.  Here,  then,  he  required  an  act  of  duty 
which  the  son  could  not  perform,  without  violating 
the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  subjects.  But  both 
might  be  reconciled;  and  Ferdinand  would  willing- 
ly return  the  crown  to  his  father,  on  condition,  1. 
That  they  both  return  to  Madrid.  2.  That  a Cor- 
tez should  be  assembled  there;  or,  if  Charles  ob- 
jected to  so  numerous  a body,  that  all  the  tribunals 
and  deputies  of  the  kingdom  should  be  convoked. 
3.  That  the  renunciation  should  be  executed  in  due 
form,  in  the  presence  of  the  council,  and  the  mo- 
tives stated  which  induced  him  to  make  it;  these, 
Ferdinand  said,  were  the  love  which  he  bore  to  his 
subjects,  and  his  anxiety  to  secure  their  tranquility, 
and  save  them  from  the  horrors  of  a civil  war.  4. 
That  the  king  should  not  be  accompanied  by  indi- 
viduals  who  had  justly  excited  the  hatred  of  the 
whole  nation.  5.  That,  if  tlie  king  persisted  in  liis 
present  intention,  neither  to  reign  in  person  nor  to 
i*eturn  to  Spain,  Ferdinand  should  govern  in  his 
name.  There  is  no  one,  said  he,  who  can  have  a 
claim  to  be  preferred  before  me.  I am  summoned 
thereto  by  the  laws,  the  wishes,  and  the  love  of  my 
people,  and  no  one  can  take  more  zealous  and  boun- 
den  interest  in  their  welfare. 

In  the  answer  to  the  letter,  the  style  as  well  as  the 
purposes  of  Bonaparte,  are  apparent.  (May  2.) 
Charles  began,  bv  declaring',  that  Spain  could  be 
saved  by  the  Emperor  alone.  From  the  peace  of 
Basle,  he  had  seen  that  the  essential  intere.sts  ofhis 
reopie  v^ere  unsepurably  connected  with  the  preser- 
va,  ionof  a good  understanding  with  France;  and 
he  had  spiu*ed  no  sacrifices  to  preserve  it.  Forced 
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by  the  ac^ssion  of  England  into  the  war,  Spain 
had  suffered  more  by  it  than  any  other  state,  and 
tlie  consequent  calamities  had  been  uiyustly  attri- 
buted to  his  ministers;  nevertheless  he  had  the  hap- 
piness of  seeing  the  kingdom  tranquil  within,  and 
was  the  only  one  among  the  Kings  of  Europe, 
who  sustained  hims^f  amid  the  storms  of  these  lat- 
ter times.  This  tranquillity  Ferdinand  had  disturb- 
ed; misled  by  the  aversion  of  his  first  wife  towards 
France,  he  thoughtlessly  participated  “in  the  preju- 
dices which  prevailed  against  the  minister  of  his 
parents.  “It  became  necessary  for  me,”  said  Charles, 
*‘to  recollect  my  own  rights,  as  a father  and  as  a 
king.  I caused  you  to  be  arrested; — I found  among 
your  papers  the  proof  of  your  crime.  But  I melt- 
•ed  at  seeing  my  son  on  the  scafftild  of  destruction. 
I forgave  you — and  from  that  moment,  was  compel- 
led to  add  to  the  distresses  I felt  for  the  calamities 
of  my  subjects,  the  afflictions  occasioned  by  the 
dissentions  in  my  own  family.” 

The  part  which  followed  must  have  been  designed 
by  Bonaparte  -to  conceal  the  manifest  proofs  of  his 
own  hand,  which  appear  in  the  rest  of  the  letter. — 
The  Emperor  of  France,  it  was  here  said,  believing 
that  the  Spaniards  wei*e  disposed  to  renounce  his 
alliance,  and  seeing  the  discord  that  prevailed  in 
the  royal  family,  inundated  the  Spanish  provinces 
with  his  troops  under  various  pretences.  While 
they  occupied  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro,  and  ap- 
peared to  aim  only  at  maintaining  the  communica- 
tion with  Portugal,  the  king  was  not  alarmed:  but 
when  they  advanced  towards  the  capital,  then  he 
-felt  it  necessary  to  collect  his  army  round  his  person, 
that  he  might  present  himself,  in  a manner  becom- 
ing his  rank,  before  his  august  ally — all  whose 
doubts  he  should  have  removed.  For  this  purpose 
his  troops  were  ordered  to  leave  Portugal  and  Ma- 
drid, not  that  he  might  abandon  his  subjects,  but 
tliat  he  might  support  with  honor  the  glory  of  the 
throne.  Extensive  experience  had  also  convinced 
him,  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  might  enter- 
tain wishes  conformable  to  his  particular  interest, 
and  to  the  policy  of  the  vast  system  of  the  continent, 
which  might  be  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of 
the  Spanish  Bourbons.  Ferdinand  availed  himself 
of  these  circumstances,  to  accomplish  the  conspi- 
racy of  the  Escurial.  Old,  and  oppressed  by  infir- 
mity, his  father  was  not  able  to  withstand  this  new 
calamity — he  repaired  therefore  to  Bonaparte,  not 
as  a king,  not  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  not  with 
the  pomp  of  royalty,  but  as  an  unhappy  and  aban- 
doned prince,  who  sought  refuge  and  protection  in 
his  camp.  To  that  Emperor  he  was  indebted  for 
his  own  life,  and  for  the  lives  of  the  queen,  and  of 
the  minister  whom  he  had  appointed  and  adopted 
into  his  family.  Every  thing  now  depended  upon 
that  great  mon.'‘rch. 

However  suspicious  were  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  decree  of  abdication  appeared,  the 
probabilities  that  the  decree  was  obtained  by  com- 
pulsion are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  strengthened 
by  the  testimony  of  Charles  at  Bayonne,  when  he 
was  in  far  stricter  duress,  and  far  gi’eater  danger 
than  at  Aranjuez.  But  in  every  line  of  this  letter, 
the  language  of  Bonaparte  may  be  recogn'zed: 
there  is  his  dread  and  hatred  of  populai*  assemblies 
—his  affection  of  philosophy— -his  perpetual  refer- 
ence to  force  as  that  to  which  all  things  must  bow; 
and  there  is  one  of  those  direct,  plain,  palpable,  de- 
monstrable falselioods,  of  which  many  men,  .afiect- 
greamess,  so  often  and  so  imprudently  avail  I 
themselves.  If  Ferdinand  originally  intended  to  I 
supplant  his  father,  it  was  by  the  help  of  France  that 
he  hoped  to  effect  it  The  only  act  of  consph'acy  1 


proved  against  him  and  his  party,  was,  that  they  had 
attempted  to  form  this  alliance.  For  this  very  act, 
Bonaparte,  in  his  letter  to  Vittoria,  had  censured 
him;  and  yet,  one  reason  here  assigned  for  depiiv- 

inghim  of  the  crown,  is  his  hatred  of  France. 

There  needs  no  reasoning  to  detect  so  gross  an  ar- 
tifice. 

Ferdinand’s  answer  (May  4)  to  this  extraordi- 
nary paper  is  like  his  former  letter,  highly  honoura- 
ble to  himself  and  his  advisers.  He  calmly  remind- 
ed his  father  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  changes 
thus  adduced  against  him.  As  for  the  affair  of  the 
Escurial,  he  said,  eleven  councellors,  chosen  by 
the  King  himself,  were  unanimously  of  opinion, 
tliat  there  was  no  ground  for  the  accusation;  nor 
could  opinion  hav^  been  obtained  by  undue  means, 
wholly  without  influence  as  he  was,  at  that  time,  and 
virtually  a prisoner.  The  King  spoke  of  the  dis- 
trust occasioned  by  the  entrance  of  so  great  a fo- 
reign force  into  Spain:  might  he  be  told,  that  no 
alarm  need  have  been  given  by  troops  entering  a.*? 
friends  and  allies.  He  said  that  his  own  troops 
were  collected  at  Aranjuez  to  support  the  glory  of 
the  throne:  might  he  be  reminded,  that  he  h^  given 
orders  for  a journey  to  Seville,  and  the  troops  were 
to  keep  upon  that  road.  Every  person  believed 
there  was  rn  intention  of  emigrating  to  America, 
manifest  as  it  was  that  the  royal  family  were  going 
to  the  coast  of  Andalusia;  and  it  was  this  universal 
belief  which  occasioned  the  tumults  at  Aranjuez. 
In  those  tumults,  the  king  knew  that  his  son  took 
no  other  part  than  by  his  own  command,  to  protect 
from  the  people  tlie  object  of  their  hatred,  who  was 
believed  to  be  the  proposer  of  this  journey.  The 
Emperor  in  a letter  to  Ferdinand,  had  said  his  mo- 
tive was  to  induce  the  king  to  make  some  reforms, 
and  separate  from  his  person  the  Prince  de  la  Paz, 
whose  influence  was  the  cause  of  every  calamity. 
The  universal  joy  which  his  \arrest  produced 
througliout  the  whole  nation,  evidently  proved  that 
this  was  indeed  the  case.  As  to  the  rest,  Charles 
himself  was  tlie  best  witness  that,  in  the  tumuUs  at 
Aranjuez,  not  a word  was  whispered  against  him, 
nor  against  any  one  of  the  royal  family: — on  the 
contnwy,  he  was  applauded  with  the  greaLest  de- 
monstrations of  joy,  and  heard  the  loudest  profes- 
sions of  fidelity  to  his  august  person.  On  this  ac- 
count the  abdication  surprized  every  one,  and  no 
person  more  than  Ferdinand  himself,  no  one  expec- 
ed  or  would  have  solicited  it. — It  was  entirely  volun- 
tary on  the  part  of  the  king,  and  he  described  his 
signature  of  the  abdication  as  the  happiest  transac- 
tion of  his  life. 

He  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  charge  of  his 
hatred  towards  France.  In  what  had  it  appeared? 
Were  not  the  various  letters  which,  immediately 
after  the  abdication,  he  addressed  to  tlie  Emperor, 
so  many  proofs  that  his  principles,  with  respect  to 
the  relations  of  friendship  and  strict  alliance  happily 
subsisting  between  the  two  countries,  were  those 
that  the  king  had  inspired  him  with.^  Had  he  not 
shown  his  unlimited  confidence  in  the  emperor,  by 
going  to  Madrid  the  day  after  the  Grand  duke  of 
Berg  had  entered  that  city  with  a great  part  of  his 
army,  and  garrisoned  it;  so  that,  in  fact,  to  go  there 
was  to  deliver  himself  into  his  hands.^  Had  he  not, 
in  conformity  to  the  principle  of  alliance,  and  to 
his  father’s  wishes,  written  to  request  a Princess  of 
the  house  of  Bonaparte  in  mairiage.^  Had  he  not 
sent  a deputation  to  Bayonne  to  compliment  tlie 
j Emperor  in  his  name.^  then  persuaded  Lis  brother, 

I the  Infante  Don  Carlos,  to  set  off,  that  he  might 
pay  h Is  respects  to  him  on  tiie  frontier.^  La.siiy, 
lh  ad  he  not  left  Madrid  for  the  same  purpose  himself 
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on  the  fa-itli  of  the  assurances  g*iven  him  by  the 
French  Ambassador,  by  the  Grand  Duke  and 
by  General  Savary,  who  had  just  arrived  from 
France,  and  who  had  solicited  an  audience,  to  tell 
him  that  the  Emperor  only  expected  him  to  follow 
the  same  system  towards  France  as  his  father  had 
adopted,  in  which  case  he  should  be  acknowledged 
as  king  of  Spain;  and  all  the  rest  would  be  forgot- 
ten? How  any  of  his  letters,  proving  an  enmity  to- 
wards France,  should  have  come  into  the  Emperor’s 
hands,  he  could  not  comprehend,  knowing,  as  he 
did,  that  he  had  never  written  any. 

Fei’dinand  then  referred  to  his  former  proposals. 
'T  signified,”  said  he,  “my  disposition  to  renounce 
the  crown  in  your  favor,  when  the  Cortes  should 
he  convened;  and  if  not  convened,  when  the  coun- 
cil and  deputies  of  the  kingdom  should  be  assem- 
bled; not  because  I thought  this  was  necessary  to 
g“ive  effect  to  the  renunciation,  but  because  I 
thought  it  convenient  to  avoid  injurious  novelties, 
which  frequently  occasion  divisions  & contentions, 
and  to  have  every  thing  attended  to  which  respected 
your  dignity,  my  own  honor,  and  the  tranquility 
of  the  realm.  If  your  majest}'- should  not  choose  to 
reign  in  person,  I will  govern  in  your  royal  name, 
or  in  my  own;  for  nobody  but  myself  can  represent 
your  person,  possessing,  as  I do,  in  my  own  favor, 
the  decision  of  the  laws,  ar.d  the  will  of  the  people; 
nor  can  any  other  person  have  so  much  interest 
in  their  prosperity.” 

On  the  day  after  this  letter  was  written,  (^lay  5) 
Bonaparte  had.  an  hour’s  conference  with  Charles; 
at  the  conclusion  of  which  Ferdinand  was  called  in 
by  his  father,  to  hear,  in  the  presence  of  the  Empe- 
ror, and  of  the  queen,  expressions,*  says  Cevallos, 
so  disgusting  and  humiliating,  that  I do  not  dare  to 
record  them.  While  all  the  rest  were  seated,  he 
was  kept  standing,  and  his  father  ordered  him  to 
make  an  absolute  renunciation  of  the  crown,  under 
pain  of  being  treated,  with  all  his  household,  as  an 
usurper,  and  a conspirator  against  the  lives  of  his 
parents.  For  the  sake  of  his  adherents  he  submit- 
ted, (May  6)  and  delivered  a renunciation,  couched 
in  such  terms  as  at  once  to  imply  compulsion,  and 
reserve  the  condition  of  ^lis  father’s  return  to  Spain, 
“His  former  renunciation,”  he  said,  “he  had  believ- 
ed himself  bound  to  modify  by  such  conditions  as 
Avere  equally  required  by^  the  respect  due  to  the 
king,  the  tranquility  of  his  dominions,  and  the 
preservation  of  his  own  honour.  These  modifica- 
tions, to  his  great  astonishment,  had  excited  indig- 
nation in  the  king,  who,  without  any  other  grounds, 
had  thought  proper,  in  the  presence  of  Bonaparte 
and  of  his  mother,  to  revile  him  with  the  most  hu- 
miliating appellations,  and  to  require  from  him 
an  unconditional  renunciation,  on  pain  of  being 
treated,  with  all  those  of  his  council,  like  a traitor. 
Under  tliese  circumstances,  said  he,  I make  the  re- 
nunciation your  majesty  commands,  that  you  may 
return  to  the  government  of  Spain,  in  the  same 
state  as  when  you  made  the  voluntary  abdication 
in  my  favor. 

herdinand  was  not  aware,  Avhen  he  execirted 
this  form  of  renunciation,  that  his  father  was  no 
longer  qualified  to  receive  it.  Bonaparte  had  not 
Availed  for  this  preliminary  to  conclude  his  mock 
negociations  witii  Charles.'  This  wretched  puppet 
addressed  an  edict  on  the  4th,  to  the  Supreme 

* It  Avas  rumoured  about  this  tim.e  in  unofficial 
articles,  that  the  queen  liad  declared  Ferdinand  to 
be  illegitimate.  Bonaparte,  it  will  be  remembered, 
told  the  prince  he  had  no  other  right  to  the  ci  own 
than  what  he  derh^eti  from  his  moUier. 


Junta  at  Madrid,  nominating  Murat  lieutenant-ge- 
neral of  the  kingdom,  and  in  that  quality,  presi- 
dent of  the  government.  The  reason  assigned  Avas 
that  one  same  direction  might  be  given  to  all  the 
forces  of  Spain,  in  order  to  maintain  the  security 
of  property  and  public  tranquility  against  enemies,- 
as  Avell  exterior  as  interior.  A proclamation  to  tlie 
people  accompanied  this  edict.  They  were  told  that 
their  king  was  occupied  in  concerting  with  his  ally, 
the  emperor,  all  that  concerned  their  welfare,  and 
they  AA^ere  w.arned  against  listening  to  perfidiouiS  men 
vAffio  sought  to  arm  them  against  the  French,  ?nd 
the  French  against  them.  All  those  who  spoke 
against  France  AA^ere  said  to  be  men  wlio  thirsted 
for  the  blood  of  tlie  Spaniai*ds,  enemies  of  that  na- 
tion, or  agents  of  England,  wlmse  intrigues  AA  ouid 
in\mh^e  the  loss  of  the  colonies,  the  separation  of  the 
provinces,  and  a series  of  years  of  calamity  for  the 

country^ “Trust  to  my  experience,”  said  the 

poor  mouth-piece,  and  obey  that  authority  which  I 
hold  from  God  and  my  family.  Follow  my  exam- 
ple, and  think  that  in  your  present  situation,  there' 
IS  no  prosperity  or  safety  for  the  Spaniards,  but  in 
the  friendship  of  the  great  Emperor,  our  ally.”  On 
the  same  day  Charles  addressed  a letter  to  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Castile  and  the  Council  of 
Inquisition,  informing  them,  that  having  resolved, 
in  the  present  extraordinary  circumstance,  to  give 
a new  proof  of^ affection  towards  hjs  beloved  sub- 
jects, he  had  abdicated  all  claims  upon  the  Spanish 
kingdoms,  in  favor  of  his  friend  and  ally,  the 
Emperor  of  the  French.  The  treaty  of  resigna- 
tion, he  said,  stipulated  for  tlie  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence of  those  kingdoms,  and  the  preservation 
of  Popery,  not  only  as  the  predominant,  but  as  the 
sole  and  exclusive  religion  in  Spain.  The  councils 
were  ordered  to  make  every  exertion  in  support 
of  the  emperor,  and  above  all,  Avith  their  utmost 
care  to  preserve  the  country  from  insurrections  and 
tumults. 

The  preamble  to  the  treaty  of  resignation  (May  5) 
states,  that  the  object  of  the  tAvo  contracting  princes 
Avas  to  save  Spain  from  the  convulsions  of  civil  and 
foreign  Avar,  and  to  place  it  in  the  sole  position, 
which,  under  its  present  extraordinary  circumstan- 
ces, could  maintain  its  integrity,  guarantee  its  co- 
lonies, and  enable  it  to  unite  all  its  means  to  those  of 
France,  to  obtain  a maritime  peace.  There  is  some- 
thing like  madness  in  Bonaparte’s  feelings  respecting 
the  maritime  strength  of  England;  it  haunts  him 
every  Avhere,  and  breaks  out  in  expressions  of  ha- 
tred upon  the  most  irrelevant  occasions.  By  the  first 
article,  Clmrles  ceded  all  his  rights  to  the  throne  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  having  only  had  in  vieAv,  he 
said,  during  his  whole  life,  the  happiness  of  his 
subjects,  and  constantly  adhering  to  the  principle, 
that  all  the  acts  of  the  sovereign  ought  solely  to  at- 
tend to  that  object.  Tliis  cession  Avas  represented 
as  the  only  means  which  could  re-establish  order. 
It  was  stipulated  that  the  integrity  of  the  kingdom 
should  l>e  maintained;  that  the  pi  ince  whom  liis 
majesty  the  emperor  .should  judge  proper  to  be  plac- 
ed on  the  throne  of  Spain,  should  b.e  independent, 
and  the  limits  of  the  country  should  undergo  no  al- 
teration. In  return  fpr  this  cession,  he  ])romised  an 
asylum  in  France  to  the  King’  and  Queen,  and  the 
Prince  de  la  Pas,  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rank 
and  a splendid  revenue  frojn  his  treasury.  I'Jiis 
convention  Avas  sjguefii  by  Gerferal  Duroc,  grand 
marshal  of  the  pahice,  pn  the  pait  of  Bonaparte,  and 
on  the  part  of  Charles  by  (^odoy,  under  his  titles, 
Spanish  and  Portuguese,  of  Prince  de  la  Paz,  and 
Count  of  Evora-monte.  Thus  did  this  man,  tl:e  last 
and  AVor.st  of  that  succession  of  favorites  who  have 
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been  the  curse  of  Spain,  consummate  his  owm  crimes 
— and,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  the  total  deg^radation  of 
his  country;  rejoicing  probably  in  the  revenge 
which  he  was  taking  upon  a nation,  by  whom  he  was 
so  righteously  abhorred.  Having  done  his  work, 
he  passed  on  into  France,  there  to  pass  thc'^cemain- 
der  of  his  days  neglected  and  despised,  and  to  leave 
behind  him  a name  more  infamous  than  any  in.Spa- 
nish  his  Lory.  One  proclamation  more  was  issued 
in  the  name  of  Charles,  calling  upon  all  his  former 
subjects  to  concur  in  carrying  into  effect  the  dispo- 
sitions of  his  “dear  friend  tlie  emperor  Napoleon,” 
and  exhorting  them  to  avoid  popular  commotions, 
the  effect  of  whicn'Could  only  be  havoc,  the  destruc- 
tion of  families,  and  the  ruin  of  all. 

Ferdinand,  had  hitherto  renounced  his  right  of 
reference  to  his  father  only.  A farther  renunciation 
was  demanded  from  him:  it  was  not  tamely  yielded, 
and  in  his  last  conference  with  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject, Bonaparte  bade  him  chuse  between  cession 
and  death.  Prince^  ilfaut  oper  entre  la  cession  et  la 
mort.  This  is  the  statement  of  Cevallos,  and  it  is 
so  probable,  that  it  cannot  reasonably  be  doubted. 
That  tyrant  long  represented  tlie  resignation  as  vo- 
luntary on  Ferdinand’s  part;  he  has,  however,  at 
length  admitted  that  force  was  used,  endeavoring  at 
the  same  time,  to  shew  that  the  prince  was  left  at 
freedom.  A proposal,  it  is  said,  in  this  curious 
statement  of  the  nefarious  transaction,  was  made  to 
him  to  return  to  Spain,  and  he  was  offered  a convoy 


Geography.. 

MEXICO,  OR  NEW  SPAIN. 

[concluded  fho.-vi  page  45.] 

The  intendancy  of  Durango^  well  known  by  the 
name  of  JVexo  Biscay ^ has  a population  of  159,700 
souls,  and  surface  of 16,873  leagues.  It  occupies  more 
ground  than  the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  Its  length  is  232  leagues,  but  the 
breadth  is  very  unequal.  It  is  chiefly  uncultivated 
and  inhabited  by  warlike  and  independent  Indians. 
One  of  these  tribes  . are  accustomed  to  use  their 
dogs  as  beasts  of  burthen,  though  they  appeared  to 
have  plenty  of  horses.  A continual  war  exists  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  Spaniards. 

There  are  reckoned  in  this  intendancy  one  city, 
si. X towns  and  one  hundred  and  ninety -nine  villages. 
Durango,  or  Gnadiana,  the  residence  of  the  in- 
tendant  and  bishop,  is  situate  in  the  most  southern 
part  of  the  pi’ovince,  170  leagues  distant,  in  a 
straight  line  ti’om  Mexico,  and  298  from  the  city  of 
Santa  Fe.  The  elevation  of  the  town  is  6,800  feet, 
and  falls  of  snow  are  frequent.  In  the  environs  of 
Durango,  is  a great  mass  of  malleable  iron,  supposed 
to  weigh  41,933  lbs.  of  the  identical  composition  of 
the  aerolithos,  which  fell  near  Agram,  in  Hungary, 
in  1751.  Its  population  is  12,000.  Chikuahua  has 
several  mines  in  its  neighborhood,  and  11,000  inha- 
bitants. San  Juan  de  Rio,  a considerable  place, 

ofFrenchsoldicrs,to  escort  him  to  any  partof  the 

peninsula,  which  he  might  chuse.  But  it  was  an-i®>.®°“  •'7“" 

nounced  to  liira  that  France  would  immediately  . 

make  war  upon  him,  and  never  suffer  him  to  reigm  j exceedingly).  Ami  Jo,e  del  Parrel,  the  residence  of 
for  it  was  the  duty  of  the  emperor  to  make  war  tor deputation  oi  the  mines,  has  5,0W  mhabi.ants; 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  his  crown,  and  Rosa  de  Cosignimachi,  has  10,500  and  Gua~ 

those  wliich  had  been  ceded  to  him  b}-  Charles,  and  an  old  mine,  2,800. 

to  destroy  the  projects  of  the  partizans  of  England.  7’^*^  intmdmicy  of  Smora,  the  most  thinly  po- 
Ferdinand,  it  is  said,  would  have  returned,  but  pulated  of  all  in  New  Spam,  having  only  12 1,400' 
not  without  a promise  that  the  French  armies  should  j’l^tabitants  scatter^  over  19,143  square  leagues, 
be  withdrawn,  or  placed  under  his  orders,  and  this  California,  and  is  280  leagues  m 

being  refused,  he  preferred  securing  to  himself  a country  very  little  known.  Pure 

peaceful  life.  This  statement  has  evidently  been  picked  up  in  the  valhes,  but  in  no  very 

published  to  lessen  the  abhorrence  whicli  the  narra-  .g'l’eat  quantities,  though  a few  large  lumps  have 
tive  of  Cevallos  has  excited  wherei^er  it  lias  reacli-  Indians  conform  to  the 

ed;  but  force  is  admitted,  even  in  tJiis  statement  it-  Catholic  religion,  under  the  guidance  of  the  mis- 

self;  and  if  it  were  true,  the  atrocity  of  Bonaparte’s  , t 

conduct  would  not  in  the  slightest  degree  be  extenu-  ancient  .iztec,  considered  by 

ated.  The  whole  svstem  of  treacliery,  from  the  se-  ^^exican  historians  as  the  abode  of  their  imcestorrs, 
cret  treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  under  cover  of  which  to  occupy  a space  of  ground  of  more  than 

troops  were  introduced  into  the  heart  of  Spain,  to  ^ square.  In  tlie  midst  of  them  is  an  edifice 

the  artifices  and  repeated  falsehoods  by  which  Fer-  laid  down  according  to  the 

dinand  was  decoyed  into  his  power,’  remains  the  cardinal  points— from  north  to  south,  445  feet, 

same.  fi’om  east  to  west  276  feet.  It  is  constructed  of 

Intimidated  bv  threats,  Ferdinand  surrendered  4 feet  in  thickness— it 

his  own  rights  and  those  of  his  brothers  and  uncle  ^fP^ars  to  have  had  several  stories  and  apartments; 
Don  Antonio,  who  had  been  sent  from  IHadrid  ra-  defended  by  an  outer  wall,  and  supplied 

ther  as  prisoners  than  in  any  other  characters,  (May  ^«’tiftci:d  canal.  “Ti.e  whole  sur- 

10.)  In  return  for  this  base  sacrifice,  Bonaparte  covered  with  broken  eartlien 


Etruria  and  her  son,  a boy  of  eight  years  old,  who, 
by  the  doubly  villainous  treaty  of  Fontainbleau, 
was  to  have  been  made  king  of  North  l.usitania. — 
Involved  in  what  may  truly  be  called  die  common 
destruction  of  tlieir  hou.se,  they  were  .seized  with 
the  Infantes  at  Madrid,  and  escorted  to  Bavonne; 
and  the  whole  of  tins  iinijappy  family,  now  that 
tiic  mockery  of  negociatinn  was  at  an  end,  were 
sent  into  the  inti-rior  of  Fi-ancc. 

(to  he  CO  X 'll  NU  E D.) 


Arispe,  the  residence  of  the  intendant,  has  apopti- 
lation  of  7,600.  Sonora,  6,400.  Culiacan,  1<  ',800 
Cnnaloa,  9,500.  El  Rosario,  5,600.  Villa  del  Faer- 

ie, 7,900.  JjOS  Jlamas,  tlie  residence  of  a depu- 
tation of  the  mines,  7,900. 

The  Province  of  A'exv  Afexico,  has  40,200  inhabi- 
tants, and  contiiins  5,700  square  leagues.  The 
climate  is  cold — \\\e  great  river  of  the  AorihU-so, 
inudlv  frozen  as  to  ad.iiit  th.e  passage  of  hor-es 
and  carr iageo  on  tlic  ice.  In  the  description  of  this  pro- 
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vince  we  find  nothing  interesting,  except  a curious 
account  that  the  channel  of  the  great  river  became 
dry  of  a sudden,  having  forced  a new  one.  The 
towns  are,  Sante  Fcy  population  3,600. 


Albu- 


querquey 


^6,000.  Ti-  osy  8,900.  Pasm  del  J^ortCy^ 
military  post,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river, — 
There  is  a perpetual  war  between  the  Indians  and 
Spaniards. 

The  Province  of  Old  Calif ornia  is  very  thinly  in- 
hibited, having  but  9,000  souls,  on  nearly  7,295 
square  leagues.  California  was  discovered  by  an 
expedition  of  Hernando  de  Grixalvay  undertaken  by 
direction  of  Cortez,  to  find  a passage  to  the  East 
Indies.  It  was  long  supposed  to  be  an  island,  and 
was  famous  for  its  pearl  fisheries. 

The  sky  in  California  “is  constantly  serene,  and 
of  a deep  blue,  without  a cloud;  and  should  any 
clouds  appear  for  a moment  at  the  setting  of  the 
sun,  they  display  the  most  beautiful  shades  of  vio- 
let, purple  and  gi*een.”  The  country  is  barren  and 
desert.  Good  water  is  rarely  found— the  soil  is 
dry,  sandy  and  mountainous.  Some  of  the  vallies, 
however,  are  fertile.  The  Jesuits  made  many  at- 
tempts to  establish  themselves  in  this  country,  and 
made  considerable  improvements,  but  were  expel- 
led in  1767.  The  Dominicians  succeeded  them, 
and  at  present  have  the  government  of  the  country, 
aided  by  a few  Spanish  soldiers.  There  are  no 
towns  worth  naming.  Loreto  and  St.  Juan  are  the 
principal  villages. 

The  intendancy  of  J^eio  California  had,  in  1 803, 
15,600  inhabitants — its  extent  in  square  leagues  is 
2,125,  and  lies  on  the  South  sea.  This  country 
being  fertile,  appears  likely  to  become  important. 
I'he  population  in  1790,  including  Indians  attached 
to  the  soil,  who  had  began  to  cultivate  their  fields, 
was  7,748— in  1802,  15,562.  The  state  of  agri- 
culture bears  a proportionate  improvement.  In 
1802,  an  estimate  of  the  live  stock  of  the  people  was 
made — beeves,  67,792;  sheep,  107,172;  hogs  1,040; 
horses,  2,187;  mules,  877.  The  Indians  manufac- 
ture coar  se  woollen  stuffs,  and  are  peaceable,  in 
dustrious  and  benevolent.  All  sorts  of  game  is 
plentiful;  some  of  the  stags  are  said  to  have  horns 
nine  feet  long,  and  to  rest  them  on  their  backs  when 
running 

There  are  several  villages  in  this  district.  San 
Francisco  has  a fine  port,  with  820  inhabitants.  It 
may  be  considered  as  the  capital  of  the  country. 

[We  have  thus  closely  pursued  our  author  through 
all  the  intendancies,  and  noted  every  thing  that  he 
relates  we  have  deemed  interesting — and,  though 
the  article  has  already  extended  to  a length  beyond 
calculation  when  we  commenced,  to  render  it  com- 
plete, we  shall  follow  him  as  briefly  as  possible 
through  his  general  remarks.] 

So  great  an  extent  of  country  situated  as  it  is 
with  so  great  elevations  of  land,  mxist  possess  a 
great  variety  of  climate — ics  productions,  of  course 
are  various — alpine  plants  and  ti-opical  fruits  are 
found  in  the  Kingdom  of  New  Spain — (which,  it 
may  be  proper  to  observe  in  this  place,  as  described 
by  Humboldt,  comprises  all  the  country  generally 
laid  down  in  the  maps  under  the  names  of  Mexico 
and  Meio  Mexico.)  The  banana  is,  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  low  countries,  what  wheat,  rye,  barley, 
&c.  is  to  those  who  inhabit  the  table  lands  or  high 
plains;  of  which  our  a\ithor  says  “I  doubt  if  there 
is  another  plant  on  the  g'lobe  which  on  so  small 
space  can  prodtice  so  considerable  a mass  of  nutri 
live  substance.”  The  cultivation  is  easy,  the  produc- 
tion rapid,  & the  fruit  abundant.  In  the  same  regions 
is  also  cultivated  a vaduable  plant,  the  root  of  which 


is  made  a nutritive  bread.  Theso^  constitute  the 
chief  diet  of  the  people.  In  the  more  elevated  re- 
gions, European  grain,  maize,  &c.  are  principally 
and  abundantly  cultivated.  The  common  people 
depend  chiefly  on  the  maize,  and  its  common  crop 
is  from  130  to  170  fold.  It  does  not  flourish  on 
lands  elevated  more  than  9,000  feet.  The  ancient 
Mexicans  made  sugar  from  the  stalks.  The  whole 
produce  of  this  article  i » Mexico,  is  estimated, 
one  year  with  another,  to  amount  to  1,755  1-2  mil- 
lions of  pounds,  which,  rating  a bushel  at  50  lbs.  is 
35,130,000  bushels.  Agricultural  product  is  much 
assisted  by  artificial  irrigation,  for  certain  months  in 
the  year,  (from  June  to  September)  ai*e  exceedingly 
dry.  In  this  species  of  labor  the  Indians  are  pecu- 
liarly expert.  Wheat  is  considered  as  a good  crop 
when  it  yields  18  for  one,  though  some  lands  pro- 
duce a great  deal  more.  The  consumption  of  this 
grain  in  the  whole  kingdom  is  estimated  at  331 
illions  of  lbs.  e<^ual  to  5,516,666  bushels,  of  60  lbs. 


m , ^ . 

each.  Some  wheaten  flour  is  exported  to  the  Hava- 
na, &c.  The  general  price  of  labor  is  very  low  in 
Mexico— 2 reals  (25  cents)  in  the  temperate  regions 
and  2 1-2  reals  in  the  hot  countries,  are  paid  to 
laboring  agriculturalists.  The  potatoe  is  cultivated 
in  the  highest  and  coldest  parts  of  the  Andes  and 
produces  abundantly;  they  are  the  largest  and  test, 
perhaps,  in  the  world.  The  ^Mexicans  possess  all  the 
garden  stuff'  and  fruit  trees  of  Europe,  and  also  cul- 
tivate many  indigenous  plants.  From  the  juice  of  a 
vegetable  called  maguey  ov  metl,  they  produce  a spi- 
ritous  liquor,  which  is  the  chief  didnk  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  capital.  The  juice  is  obtained  by 
tapping  the  plant,  which  though  not  more  than  5 
feet  high,  will  yield,  in  the  season,  375  cubic  inches 
per  day;  but  in  this  tapping  great  judgment  is 
required,  or  the  plant  perishes.  liquor  thus 

gathered  undergoes  a fermentation;  it  is  considered 
as  a good  stomachic  and  strengthener,  as  well  as 
wholesome.  The  amount  of  duties  paid  on  this 
liquor  in  the  three  cities  of  Mexico,  Toluco,  and 
Peubla,  amounted,  in  1793,  to  817,739  dollai-s.  By 
distillation  they  form  a very  strong  brandy  from 
the  juice  of  this  vegetable,  which  to  the  inhabitants 
also  supplies  the  place  of  hemp  and  papyrus.  The 
paper  on  which  the  ancient  Mexicans  wrote  or 
painted  their  hierogl}'phical  figures  was  made  of  the 
fibres  of  its  leaves,  macerated  in  water  and  disposed 
in  layers.  From  the  policy  which  Cortez  pursued  in 
the  conquest  of  the  country,  and  which  in  the  eyes 
of  the  moralist  must  greatly  detract  from  hi^  merits 
as  a hero,  very  small  remains  of  Indian  ahtiqudies 
are  to  be  found  in  any  of  those  places  over  which  he 
ied  his  cruelly  victorious  army.  The  ruins  of  the 
Aztec  dikes  and  aqueducts  are  however  still  to  be 
seen;  the  colossal  statue  of  the  goddess  Teoyaomi- 
quiy  placed  in  one  of  the  galleries  of  the  University; 
tile  foundations  of  the  palace  of  tl>e  kings  Alcolhua- 
can;  the  remains  of  the  two  pyramids  of  San  Juap 
de  Teotihuacan,  called  tlie  houses  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon,  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  c(;nstructT. 
cd  in  the  eightli  or  ninth  century — all  evince  the 
genjus  and  science  of  a people  whom  the  civilized 
European  looks  upon  as  scai'ce  pertaining  to  the 
human  race.  The  pyramid,  or  teocalli  of  i holula, 
is  nine  feet  eight  inches  higher  than  the  Mycen- 
nus,  or  the  third  of  the  gi*eat  Egy  ptian  pyramids 
of  the  group  of  Ghize”— it  was  evidently  higher 
dian  at  present,  though  its  elevations  is  177 
the  “horizontal  breadth  of  the  base  is  439  meties 
(1433  feet)  and  it  covers  a surfrxe  of  45,208  square 
feet.  It  appears  to  be  built  cf  alternate  strata  of 
bricks  and  clay.  In  the  midst  of  it  is  a church. 


affords  the  flour  of  manioc,  or  magnoc,  of  which  \ wher^^  a priest  of  Indian  extraction  celebrates  mass 
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^vety  morning— his  usual  above  Is  on  the  summit 
^)f  the  monument. 

Besides  the  gold  and  silver  mines  in  Mexico, 
[said  to  be  1000  in  number,]  and  too  numerous  to 
particularize,  they  have  mines  of  copper,  tin,  lead, 
iron,  sulphur,  quicksilver,  alum,  vitrol,  with  va- 
rious precious  stones.  From  the  researches  of 
the  botanist  it  appears  that  there  are  more  than  2000 
plants,  chiefly  medical,  indigenous  to  the  country; 
among  tliese  are  such  as  produce  the  Gum.  Arahicy 
Copaly  Liquid  Amber  and  Lhistic  Gum,  all  articles 
of  commerce.  The  trade  of  Gucuraca  in  cochineal 
is  estimated  at  an  annual  value  of  200,000  crowns. 

Latitude  and  longitude  of  the  chief  places  in 
Mexico,  as  fixed  by  Humboldt. 

JV.Lat.  Lon^.W.ofParis.  Lfr.Wash. 


Mexico 

Vera  Cruz 

Acapulco 

Guanaxuato 

Valladolid 

Campeche 


d.  m.  s, 

9 25  45, 
19  29  0, 
16  50  29, 
21  0 15, 
19  42  0, 
19  50  45, 


d.  in.  s. 

101  25  30, 
98  11  52, 

102  6 20, 
103  15  0, 
103  12  15, 

92  50  45, 


d.  ui*  s. 

22  4 6 
18  50  52 

22  45  29 

23  50  00 
23  47  15 
13  25  45 


J\^ames  and  heightha  o f some  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble elevations  in  JVeno  Spain,  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Volan  de  Popocalpetl  - - feet  17,716 


Pic  d’Oi  izaba 
City  ofMexico 

Toluca 

Puebla 

Valladolid 


17,371 

7,470 

8,818 

7,198 

6,404 


There  are  many  other  mountains  and  cities  about 
the  height  of  the  above,  but  tliese  are  presumed 
sufficient  for  our  purpose. 


Literary  Intollis;ence. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  find  that  the  “American 
Lady’s  Preceptor,”  has  been  so  decidedly  approved 
of  by  the  public  voice,  that  the  pulilisher, — Mr.  Ed- 
ward J.  Coale, — is  enabled  to  issue  a second  edition 
in  so  short  a time,  after  the  publication  of  the  first. 
This  selection  exhibits  purity  of  taste,  and  what  is 
better,  purity  of  principles:  and  the  popularity 
which  it  enjoys  in  the  first  female  seminaries  in 
this  city  and  in  Philadelphia,  is  an  honorable  proof 
€>f  the  sound  judgment  and  assiduous  care  with 
which  they  are  conducted. 

Certainly,  too  much  attention  cannot  be  bestow- 
ed on  the  education  of  women.  To  enlighten  the 
source  from  which  society  receives  its  earliest  im- 
pressions; to  instruct  that  by  which  we  are  im- 
proved and  to  sow  the  seeds  of  pleasure  where  we 
renp  such  an  abundant  harvest  of  happiness,  must 
.always  be  regarded  by  the  man  of  liberal  feelings 
as  a duty,  dictated  alike  by  gratitude  and  policy. — 
But  this  is  not  the  place  to  enlarge  upon  so  impor- 
tant a topic.  The  prefatory  address  of  the  Editor 
evinces  that  he  has  not  undertaken  his  task,  without 
ability  to  execute  what  he  has  deliberately  planned. 

PHKTATORT  ADimESS. 

The  education  of  women  has,  at  all  times,  been 
an  o(>ject  of  the  most  sedulous  attention  among  uic 
more  enlightened  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  pleasing 
to  remark,  as  it  exhibits  the  least  dubious  prwfof 
our  progress  in  refinement,  that  this  very  important 
subject  hasi,  of  late,  excited  scarcely  an  inferior  de- 
gree of  interest  in  our  own  country.  All  our  large 
cities  can  now  claim  a seminar)'  for  the  instruction 
of  females,  in  which  the  system  of  education  is  no 
longer  narrowed  by  puritanical  ilHberality,  or  vitia- 
ted by  the  interference  of  any  vulgar  prejudice.  It 
may,  indeed,  'be  truly  affirmed,  that  the  women  of 
the  present  age,  in  the  Ujiileti  S pates,  are  not  excel 


led  by  those  of  any  country,  whether  we  look  to  pu- 
rity of  morals,  delicacy  of  deportment,  or  those  de- 
lightful embellishments  which  give  splendor  to  the 
face  of  society. 

The  only  cardinal  defect  in  the  education  of  our 
females,  which  strikes  us,  is,  perhaps,  an  undue  ap- 
propriation of  time  to  the  acquisition  of  those  light 
accomplishments,  which  serve  well  to  enliven  and 
decorate  the  early  season  of  life,  but  which  are  at- 
tended with  no  durable  advantages.  The  arts  of 
painting,  of  music,  of  dancing,  are  expensively  and 
most  tediously  taught  in  our  schools,  but  how  sel- 
dom are  they  practised,  after  the  lapse  of  a few  years, 
even  by  those  who  have  reached  the  greatest  profi- 
ciency. 

We  mean  not,  however,  to  detract  from  the  value 
of  per.sonal  accomplishment, — they  are,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  our  estimation,  very  essential  features  to 
every  scheme  of  liberal  and  polite  education.  But 
there  are  other  objects  to  which,  we  think,  they 
ought  to  be  subordinate,  and,  especially,  that  they 
should  never  be  allowed  to  encroach  on  the  more 
important  cultivation  of  the  intellectual  powers.— 
As  we  elevate  the  mind,  W'c  enlarge  the  sphere  both 
of  female  utility,  and  female  happiness — with  aa 
intellect  invigorated  by  discipline,  and  properly 
imbued  v/ith  the  love  of  letters,  a woman  has  re- 
sources on  which  she  may  perpetually  draw  in  eve- 
ry emergency,  or  vicissitude  of  fortune. 

Thus  accomplished,  she,  moreover,  becomes  bet- 
ter fitted  to  discharge,  with  success,  the  various, 
complicated,  and  interesting  duties  incident  to  her 
condition,  and  the  pilgrimage  of  her  existence  is 
rendered  not  only  smooth  and  easy,  but  dignified 
and  useful. 

Convinced,  therefore,  of  the  importance  of  en- 
couraging a fondness  for  elegant  literature,  in  tlie 
period  of  childhood,  and  not  less  of  the  necessity  of 
guidingthe  immature  judgment  of  girls  in  the  se- 
lection of  proper  species  of  reading,  the  editor  has, 
with  some  labour,  and  no  small  care,  prepared  a 
work  which  he  ti’usts  will  be  found  subservient  to 
these  ends. 

Of  the  value  of  compilatiojts,  like  the  one  now 
offered  to  the  public,  little  need  be  said.  Elegant 
extracts  from  the  purer  sources  of  literature,  pre- 
sent us,  (as  has  been  happily  expressed  by  one  of 
the  first  classical  writers  of  our  own  country,) 
“w  ith  wisdom  in  a nut  shell,  and  the  quintessence 
of  sw'eets  in  the  acorn  bowl  of  the  fairies.”  They, 
at  least,  supply,  at  a moderate  expence,  the  place  of 
many  books,  and  insinuate  a taste  for  reading  which 
often  lays  the  foundation  of  very  extensive  improve- 
ment in  subsequent  life. 

The  editor  cannot  close  this  address,  without  a 
due  acknowledgment  for  the  abundant  succe.^  • of 
hks  first  edition,  which  has  been  sold  in  little  more 
than  seven  months — in  grateful  return  of  such  pub- 
lic patronage,  he  has  redoubled  his  attention  in  the 
revision  of  the  second  edition,  and  by  additional  ap- 
propriate selections,  he  hopes  at  least  to  retain  the 
public  opinion  of  this  favoured  little  woi  k. 

The  **Mi8S(mri  Company’^  are  extending  their 
tf  ade  to  the  uttermost  branches  of  that  mighty  river, 
in  parties  of  from  50  to  100  men  each,  well  armed 
and  completely  equipped.  The  Sioux,  a numerous 
and  Warlike  tribe  of  Indians,  are  chiefly  feared;  but 
as  they  become  better  acquainted  with  the  supe- 
rior pov.'er  of  the  w'hites,  it  is  presumed,  they  will 
acquire  peaceable  dispo.sitions.  The  various  tribes 
are  well  supplied  w'ith  arms  and  ammunition, 
supposed  to  be  furnished  by  the  British  to  annoy 
' thi.s  trade. 
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Dreadful  Calamity  at  Charleston. 

From  the  Charleston  Courier,  of  Sept.  11. 

It  is  again  our  painful  duty  to  detail  the  awful 
effects  of  a dreadful  visitation  upon  our  ill-fated 
.city.  A Tornado  having  passed  through  it  carry- 
ing death  and  desolation  in  its  progress. 

On  Sunday  ev^inglast,  the  wind,  which  had 
been  for  some  days  light  and  variable,  shifted  to  the 
north  east,  and  blowing  very  fresh  through  the 
night,  it  continued  in  the  same  quarter  all  day  on 
Monday  and  Monday  night;  on  Tuesday  morning 
it  blew  with  increased  violence,  and  during  the 
whole  time  from  Sunday  evening,  there  was  an 
almost  uninterrupted  fall  of  rain.  About  10  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday,  the  wind  shifted  to 
south  east,  and  at  half  past  twelve  o’clock,  a Tornd- 
do,  unprecedented  here  in  its  extent  and  effects,  cross- 
ed a section  of  our  city.  It  first  took  effect  at  Fort 
, Mechanic,  situated  on  the  south  east  point  of  the 
.-city,  and  passing  from  thence  in  a north  w est  direc- 
tion, it  crossed  the  town  in  a direct  line  to  the  pond 
on  4:h€  north  side  of  Cannon’s  bridge;  how  far  it  has 
.extended  its  ravages  into  the  country  we  have  not 
•yetilearnt.  In  its  progress  it  overturned  and  com- 
pietelj^  destroyed  a great  number  of  houses  and  out 
.imildings,  u.nroofed  others,  and  prostrated  trees, 
fences, .and  almost  every  thing  coming  in  contact 
"tvith  it.  It  is  ^computed,  from  a hasty  view  of  the 
scene  of  devasta  tion,  that  the  loss  of  the  city  will  fall 
little,  , if  any,  shc«*t  of  that  experienced  by  the  cala- 
mitous in  Or-tober  last.  But,  in  addition  to 
.this  great- loss  of  pi  ‘operty,  we  have,  on  this  occasion, 
todamentrlhe  loss  c>f  several  valuable  lives. 

The  Tornado  ap]0ears  to  have  been  about  one 
hundred  yards  in  wdedth — rafter  it  had  prostrated  the 
flag-staff  on  Fort  M^echanic,  unroofed  the  house 
within  the,  enc'iosureox^  that  fort,  thrown  down  the 
iblacksniith  shop  contig  *uous  to  it,  and  unroofed  all 
the  housesimmediately  a’djoiningthe  fort,  it  crossed 
cover  to  Lynch’s  Lane,  where  it  unroofed  several 
houses;  from  thence  it  proceeded  across  Church 
;6tceet,  continued  to  Meeti  ng-street,  where  several 
ihoitses  were  unroofed,  par  ticularly  the  new  brick 
house  of  Benj antra  Russel)?  Esq.  whose  loss  in 
furniture,  &c.  cannot  amoun  t to  less  than  20,000 
dollars;  from  INIeeting-street  it  crossed  to  Thradd- 
street,  where  a large  three  : story  wooden  house 
on  the  south  side,  .about  half  way  between  Meet- 
ing and  King-streets,  was  blown  over,  which 
crushed  two  adjoining  houses  in’  its  fall;  and  most 
of  the  houses  on  both  sides  of  the  street  to  the  cor- 
ner of  King-street  were  unroofed  o.’*  much  shattered. 
It  passed  up  King-steeet,  nearly  to  Broad-street, 
unroofing  i^id  shattering  several  lupuses  in  its  pro- 
gress, until  it  reached  Broad-street;  here  the  house 
of  Dr.  Alexander  Baron,  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Orange-street,  and  tlie  venerable  mansLon  of  the  late 
Dr.  Chandler,  on  the  opposite  corner,  were  very 
rougldy  handled;  the  latter  being  old  and  weak  was 
completely  wrenched  to  pieces;  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Broad-street,  the  premises  lately  purchased 
by  the  St.  Andrew’s  Society,  and  occupied  by  INIr. 
Henry  Inglesb).;  the  mansion  of  the  late  g’eneral 
IMacpherson,  and  some  other  buildings,  were  either 
imroofed  or  much  damaged;  passing  througl 
Vaux-Hall  Garden,  it  cro.ssed  over  Queen-.street, 
near  to  the  corner  of  Friend-street,  and  shattered 
several  houses  in  its  progress,  it  went  to  the  earner 
of  Magazine  and  Mazyek-streets;  two  or  three 
houses  fronting  on  the  former  of  tliese  streets  tvere 
blown  down;  and  in  the  progress  of  the  Tornado 
up  MazYck-street  several  houses  were  unroofed  orj 


otherwise  much  damaged.-— One  or  two  house? 
Were  prostrated  on  Beaufain-street. — After  leaving 
Beaufain-street  the  houses  being  less  compactly 
situated,  the  marks  of  its  ravages  are  not  so  dis- 
tinctly to  be  traced,  though  it  appears  to  have  lost 
nothing  of  its  violence. — The  mansion  house  of  the 
honorable  Judge  Desaussure,  was  violently  assailed, 
and  suffered  very  considerably;  one  of  the  chim- 
neys was  thrown  down;  and  a part  of  the  family, 
who  were  at  the  time  in  an  upper  room  of  the  house, 
were  precipitated  with  the  falling  bricks  through 
the  tAYo  floors  into  the  kitchen.  Providentially  no 
lives  wei'e  lost,  excepting  that  of  anegro  girl.  Se- 
veral other  houses  in  the  outer  skirts  of  the  city 
were  either  unroofed  or  much  injured;  and  we  also 
understand  that  much  injury  has  been  sustained  in 
the  village  of  Islington,  but  we  were  unable,  last 
evening,  to  obtain  any  fiu’ther  particulars. 

, most  painful  part  of  our  duty  still  remains— 

it  IS  to  record  the  deaths  which  havebeen  occasioned 
by  this  dreadful  disaster;  they  are,  so  far  as  has 
come  to  our  knowledge,  as  follows:  Miss  Margaret 
Cozens,  aged  21  years,  killed  in  a house  adioinins* 
fort  Mechanic.  ^ 

Dr.  Conton,  a native  of  France,  a worthy  man- 
killed  by  the  falling  of  his  house  in  Beaufain-street- 
Mr.  Peterson,  a native  of  Germany,  grocer,  at  the 
corner  of  Magazine  and  Mazyek-street. 

A free  Mulatto  man,  in  Church-street,  continued. 
A French  Mulatto  girl  in  King-street. 

Two  Mulatto  children  either  killed  or  drowned 
by  the  falling  of  a wooden  house  which  was 
blown  down  into  the  mill-pond  of  Cannon’s  bridge. 

A Negro  man,  belonging  to  Mr.  Denar,  Mazyek- 
strvfct. 

We  have  also  heard  of  two  or  three  other  Ne- 
groes killed,  but  did  not  hear  to  wdiom  they  be- 
longed. 

^ Besides  which,  a great  number  of  persons  have 
either  had  their  limbs  broken,  or,  been  verv  much 
bruised^:  and  we  fear  that  others  have  perished 
whose  bodies  have  not  yet  been  discovered 

This  dreadful  visitation  is  more  afflicting  than 
even  the  ravages  of  a conflagi-ation.  The  Tornada 
struck  suddenly;  passed  tlu’ough  the  city  with  the 
rapidity  of  lighting,  and  in  an  instant,  involved  in 
destruction  and  death  both  the  habitation  and  the 
inhabitant;  no  notice  of  the  approaching  danger 
was  given,  and  before  friendship  and  humanity 
could  fly  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  all  was  involved 
m rum.  It  was  preceded  by  a momentary  deceitful 
Calm,  and  was  attended  by  a steady  rumblingnoise, 
not  unlike  that  of  a cariage  rattling  over  a pavement. 

Last  evening  the  wind  shifted  to  the  south-east, 
and  although  it  continued  to  blow  with  some  vio- 
lence, we  trust  the  storm  has  spent  its  force. 

We  did  not  gam  any  intelligence  from  Sullivan’s 
Island — but  as  the  tide  did  not  rise  so  high  as  on 
former  occasions,  we  hope  that  tlie  citizens  at  pre- 
sent upon  the  Island  have  escaped  without  injury. 

^ What  effect  this  severe  storm  may  have  had  upon 
the  crops,  remains  to  be  seen — we  think  the  damage 
.sustained  must  be  considerable. 

We  trust  that  our  seafaring  brethren  upon  the 

coast  have  been  enabled  to  whether  the  storm the 

hipping  in  the  hai'bor  have  sustained  but  little  inju- 
ry; a few  small  craft  have  been  sunk  by  the  wharves. 

From  the  Coiirier  of  September 
In  addition  to  the  particulars  furnished  in  yester- 
day’s Courier,  of  tlie  dreadful  devastation  occasion- 
ed by  the  awful  visitation  to  our  city,  many  other 
particulars  have  come  to  our  knowledge.  We  shall 
not  attempt  to  particularise  tiic  numerous  sufferers 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— AMERICAN  STATISTICS,  &c.  63 


bn  this  melancholy  occasion,  convinced  thkt  it 
would  be  impossible  to  g’ive  a correct  statement  of 
every  individual  loss.  Our  opinion  of  the  great 
general  loss  which  has  been  sustained,  is  strength- 
ened by  a resuiwey  of  the  ruins,  Which  are  even 
more  extensive  than  we  had  at  first  apprehended; 
an  immense  number  of  houses  which,  were  not  im- 
mediately within  the  vortex  of  the  Tornado,  have 
sulfered  more  or  less  from  the  falling  ruins  of  those 
which  were  more  immediately  the  subjects  of  its 
furv.  Slates  and  tiles,  torn  from  the  roofs  of  the 
houses,  are  to  be  seen  in  every  direction,  half  buri- 
ed  in  the  sides  of  neighbouring  buildings;  and  in 
some  instances,  joists,  and  even  massy  beams,  are 
found  transfixed  through  the  contiguous  buildings. 
l.,arge  masses  of  lead  and  pieces  of  iron,  which  had 
been  attached  to  houses,  have  since  been  discovered 
nearly  buried  in  the  walls  of  other  buildings,  at  the 
(distalice  of  several  hundred  yards.  The  more  we 
-Tfedect  upon  the  awful  subject,  the  more  we  are  as- 
tovtished,  that  comparatively  so  few  have  perished 
under  the  ruins.  In  addition  to  the  deaths  of  white 
persons  enumerated  in  our  last,  Mrs.  Stewart’s 
daughter,  about  12  years  old,  has  since  died  from 
the  wound:;  received  by  the  falling  of  a house  in 
duircii  street,  and  several  negroes  have  also  since 
died  of  their  wounds.  The  number  of  deaths  alto- 
gether will  not,  probably,  fall  short  of  twenty. 

Among'  the  many  instances  of  divine  protection 
on  this  awful  oceas.iou,  the  following  was  particu- 
larly interesting:— A lady,  far  advanced  in  pregnan- 
cy, Was  reposing'  with  her  sister  on  her  bed  in  an 
upper  apartment,  when  the  Tornado  reached  the 
house.  Tlie  noise  so  alarmed  a negro  girl  in  wait- 
ing that  she  sougJit  for  refuge  under  the  bed  on 
which  her  mistress  was  lying.  A stack  of  chimnies 
was  struck  by  the  wind  with  such  tremendous  vio- 
lence that  it  fell  on  the  roof  and  forced  its  way 
through  the  house  to  the  ground,  precipitating  the 
floor  along  with  it  The  bed  fell  with  the  floors, 
but  the  ladies,  we  are  happy  to  state,  e-scaped  with- 
out any  injury.  The  negro  girl  beneath  the  bed, 
was  crushed  to  pieces. 

The  happy  tidings  that  no  injuiy  had  been  sus- 
tained on  Sullivan’s  island,  reached  town  early 
yesterday  morning,  gave  relief  to  many  an  agonized 
heart,  whose  fliraily  6r  connections  w'ere  in  that 
exposed  situation,  while  it  was  utterly  impossible 
to  fly  to  their  assistance. 

The  carrier  of  the  southern  mail,  on  crossing  the 
causeway  on  this  side  of  Ashley’s  river  bridge  in  aj 
sulky,  was  swept  off  and  carried  nearly  200  yai*ds — 
the  horse  was  drotvned,  but  the  driver  fortunately 
escaped,  with  the  mail,  altho’  it  was  much  damaged. 

The  effects  of  the  Tornado  have  extended  some 
distance  into  the  country,  prostrating  trees  and 
fences  in  its  progress. 

A boy  from  an  American  vessel  was  received  into 
tlie  ])ubiic  infirmary  here  a few  days  ago,  under 
very  peculiar  circumstances — While  yet  on  the 
American  coast,  the  legs  of  this  unfortunate  youth, 
wiilch  were  very  badly  frost  bitten,  exhibited  .such 
symptoms  of  gangrene,  that  nothing  but  immediate 
•amputation  seemed  to  have  any  chance  of  saving 
Ids  life.  In  this  desperate  extremity,  with  no  sur- 
geon at  hand,  an  Italian  sailor  offered  his  services, 
which  after  some  deliberation  were  accepted.  He 
•cut  off  the  poor  boy’s  legs  with  a common  case 
knifej  and  sawed  the  bones  with  a large  carpenter’s 
saw,  and  bound  up  the  stumps  in  tlie  best  manner 
bo  could.  The  boy  happily  survived  this  scene  of 
'Initcl^ery,  and  is  now  in  tlie  Liverpool  in 

.fiiir  way  of  complete  rtcovevy.  London  paj)a\ 


American  Statistics. 

FROM  Blodgett’s  ecoxomica. 

Total  consumption  of  all  the  foreign  merchandize 
only,  within  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1807, 
from  known  facts  and  from  estimates  on  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  five  years;  rated  at  the 
prices  at  which  they  were  sold  to  the  consumers. 


Merchandize,  du- 
ties ad  valorem  at 
12  1-2  to  22  1-2 
per  centum 
Xails  and  Spikes 
Lead  & manufac 
tures  of  lead 
Steel,  &c. 

Beer,  ale  8c  porter 
Cheese,  British  8c 
Dutch 

Boots  and  shoes 

Coal 

Salt 

Rum  and  spirits 


49,505,000 

520,030 


Cocoa 
Hemp 
Geneva 
Brandy 
W ines 


. eas 
358,290'  Coffee 
3o6,000  iSugar 


155,500 

43,000 


Molasses 
Cotton 
jPepper 
171,840^Indigo 
72,600;iPimento 
1,506,000  fAll  other  , 
5,103,000')  articles  ' 


136.000 

960.000 

850.000 
3,500,900 
3,127,480 
2,608,660 
2,644,382 
5,027,630 
2,917,220 

32,080 

206.000 
266,(00 

54,000 

4,000,000 


Total, 


13,876,612 


Although  the  total  consumption  at  the  cost  to  the 
consumers  may  amount  to  86,000,000  dollars,  near 
20  per  centum  of  this  sum  was  realized  in  profits 
by  our  trading-  citizens.  The  nett  cost  of  goods,  or 
the  sum  paid  for  them  in  Europe,  was  not  more 
tlian  69,000,000  dollars;  but  as  this  vnis  more  tiian 
10  dollars  a head  for  our  population,  then  amount- 
ing to  above  6,500,000  persons,  the  timed  require  we 
should  think  of  the  best  mode  to  save  as  mucli  of 
this  sum  in  future  as  we  can,  and  by  the  earliest 
and  most  salutary  mode  in  our  power.” 


FINANCES  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


STATEMEjYT 

To  the  General  Assembly  in  May,.  1811,  of  the 
I’unds  of  the  State,  viz: 

Stock  in  Banks,  . 

Funded  6 per  cent.fif  the  U.  States 
real  capital,  . 5 

Funded  3 per  cent,  stock 
Cash  in  the  Treasury  appropriated  ^ 
to  Civil  List  expenses,  5 

Bonds,  new  Lands,  Sec.  Avails  of 
new  Lands  sold,  the  interest  of  i 
which  is  appropriated  for  snp-  j 
port  of  schools,  J 

The  State  owed  no  debts  at  the  above  date,  and 
every  Tax  was  paid. 


^125,050 
245,437  49 
50,038  G 
28,618  91 

1,304,929  81 


The  Chrouicle. 

Various  accounts  confirm  a report  sometime  in 
circulation,  that  every  American  vessel  detained  in 
France  since  the  1st  of  November  last,  (the  day  on 
which  the  French  decrees  were  to  have  been  re. 
yoked)  are  released.  Tills  is  a fortunate  occurrence; 
and  m«6t  lead  to  the  abrogation  of  the  British 
orders  in  council,  if  any  faith  can  be  put  in  the  de- 
clarations of  the  government  of  that  country — they 
have  repeatedly  pmmised  to  rescind  theii-  orders 
when  the  French  decrees  were  revoked. 

Seven  ships  ft-om  Holland^  with  special  licenses 
under  the  sign  manuel  of  N apoleon,  arrived  at  Lon- 
don on  the  26tli  of  July,  i-aden  vvitii  cheese. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  is  again  forming  an 
encauipa'icij'c  at  Boulogne — tiie  fioulla,  prepared 
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long  since,  for  the  ostensible  object  of  invading 
England,  has  been  exercised,  and  is  said  to  be  in  a 
miserable  condition. 

Bonaparte  has  issued  a decree  forbidding  any 
young  woman  worth  6000  francs  (§  1125)  or  up- 
\varcis,  to  marry  without  his  special  permission! 
This  outrageous  interference  with  the  native  rights 
of  society,  shows  us  the  extent  of  the  despotism 
prevailing  in  France.  By  another  decree,  the  pu- 
nishment of  death,  within  12  hours  after  detection, 
is  to  be  inflicted  on  any  person  found  guilty  of  cor- 
responding with  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  or  in 
negociating  English  bills  of  exchange. 

The  following  sublime  stuff  presents  a choice 
picture  of  royalty,  and  makes  us  wonder  tliat  men 
can  become  such  sycophantic  fools: 

The  French  legislative  body  was  dissolved  on  the 
26th  of  July.  The  President  addressed  the  mem- 
bers in  a long  speech,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
article: 

“Gentlemen — The  deputation  which  you  com- 
missioned to  carry  to  the  King  of  Rome  the 
homage  of  t^e  legislative  body,  repaired  this  morn- 
ing to  St.  cloud;  none  of  us  could  behold  without 
a lively  interest,  this  aug^ist  infant,  upon  whom  so 
many  destinies  repose,  and  whose  age  inspires  the 
ihost  tender  sentiments.  We  have  borne  to  him  all 
your  sentiments.  Gentlemen  mixing  with  them 
those  wishes  which  the  love  of  our  own  children  is 
calculated  to  inspire,  madame,  the  governess,  re- 
ceived them,  and  thanked  us  in  the  name  of  the 
young  prince;  doubtless,  at  the  same  time  regret- 
ing  that  he  was  unable  to  join  his  personal  senti- 
ments in  those  which  she  expressed  to  the  legisla- 
tive body.”  Applauses  from  all  parts  of  the  hall! 

Lucien  Bonaparte’s  daughter  (with  her  father  now 
in  England)  is  about  to  be  mamed  to  a young  gen- 
tleman of  Shropshire,  named  Charlton. The 

Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  has  settled  a pension  of 

20.000  crowns  per  annum  on  Lord  Wellington— of 

10.000  on  General  Beresford,  and  5,000  on  Colonel 
Trant.  The  king  of  England  was  alive  on  the  13th 
of  August, buthis  dissolution  still  hourly  looked  for. 

The  exportation  of  gun-powder,  arms,  lead,  &c. 
is  prohibited  in  England;  even  coastwise;  biit  large 
quantities  have  lately  been  shipped  by  express  order 
of  the  government — supposed,  to  Russia;  between 
whom  and  England  there  seems  a good  understand- 
ing about  to  take  place.  Considerable  numbers  of 
British  troops  are  still  embarking  for  Portugal.— 
We  are  yet  without  any  important  news  from  that 
country  or  from  Spain.  Bonaparte  is  making  the 
most  arbitrary  and  extraordinary  efforts  in  all  parts 
of  his  empire  to  furnish  his  ships  With  seamen.  On 
July  25,  an  American  ship  sailed  from  Portsmouth, 
(Eng.)  writh  80  masters  of  vessels  and  seamen  be- 
longing to  American  ships  condemned  at  that  port. 

A Court  of  Inquiry  on  Captain  Bingham,  of  the 
the  Little  Belty  has  approved  of  his  conduct. 

Private  letters  from  France  inform  us  that  large 
bodies  of  troops  are  entering  Spain;  and  strong 
hopes  are  entertained  of  bringing  the  long  and 
bloody  conflict  to  a conclusion.  A report  is  circu- 
lated that  Bonaparte  will,himself  take  the  command. 
Count  de  Segur,  one  of  his  ministers,  in  a late  speech 
to  the  legislative  body,  said— 

“The  emperor  wishes  for  peace,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  seas;  he  has  800,000  men  under  arms;  the 
Princes  of  Europe  are  his  allies;  his  whole  empire 
enjoys  profound  tranquillity;  without  loans,  with- 
out anticipations,  954  millions  (francs)  raised  with 
facility,  secure  the  free  execution  of  his  noble 
plans;  and  his  majesty  commissions  us  to  address 
you  only  in  the  language  of  satisfaction  and  hope.” 


The  Emperor  of  Russia,  it  is  said  in  a London 
paper,  has  assembled  their  lines  of  troops,  extend- 
ing from  Riga  on  the  right  to  the  river  Dwina  on 
the  left,  comprising  upw'^ards  of  300,000  men.— 
There  is  many  reasons  to  believe  he  is  about  to 
make  peace  with  England,  which  seems  consider- 
ed as  tantamount  to  a declaration  of  war  against 
France. 

On  the  27th  of  September  a battle — as  important 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Amateurs,  as  that  of  Austerlitz, 
Jena  or  Wagiam,  is  to  be  fought  near  Doncaster  in 
England,  between  the  famous  bruisers,  Cribb  and 
MoUneaux.  The  latter  is  a negro;  a native  of  Ame- 
rica. Betting  at  present  equal.  A sum  equal  to 
g 250,000  is  already  said  to  be  betted  on  the  issue 
of  this  contest! 

As,  according  to  the  British  doctrine  of  bhckadt^ 
a vessel  is  liable  for  a breach  of  it  3000  miles  from 
the  port  declared  to  be  so — ^between  the  dangers  of 
capture  on  our  oton  coast,  on  the  high  seas,  and 
on  the  coast  of  France,  vessels  from  the  latter  coun- 
try for  the  United  States  are  as  completely  running 
the  gauntlet  as  though  W'^e  were  actually  at  w’^ai’. 
We  have  a list  of  forty-four  American  vessels  late- 
ly condemned  in  England,  on  various  pretences^ 
It  is  possible  the  captain  of  the  brig  Alert  may  be 
tried  for  piracy  (as  resistance  to  the  will  of  the  Bri- 
tish on  the  ocean  is  piracy  or  rvar)  for  he  gallantly 
recaptured  his  vessel,  sent  part  of  the  prize-master’s 
crew  adrift  in  the  jolly  boat,  and  secured  four  others 
in  the  hold.  But  immediately  after  being  over- 
hauled by  another  British  frigate,  was  captured 
and  sent  into  Portsmouth. 

A contest  between  the  French  and  Prussian 
troops  garrisoning  Dantzic  lately  took  place  in 
which  ne:irly  100  were  killed.  Great  animosity 
seems  to  prevail  between  the  troops  of  these  na- 
tions. 


The  Editor’s  Department. 

With  this  number  we  present  a supplement  of 
eight  pages — ^not  because  of  any  late  events  which 
rendered  the  exertion  necessary,  but  merely  as  an 
evidence  of  gratitude.  W^'e  intend,  however,  to  re- 
serve the  greater  portion  of  our  strength  in  this 
respect,  until  the  meeting  of  Congress;  when  we 
shall  not  only  have  much  interesting  matter  before 
us,  but,  from  the  arrangements  we  expect  to  make, 
be  enabled  to  give  it  “piping  hot,”  as  the  say- 
ing is,  to  our  friends;  as  it  is  our  particular  desire 
to  record  contemporaneous  matters;  and  endeavor 
first  to  give  them  to  the  public  with  order  and  har- 
mony, and  in  ample  form.  In  the  interim  we  shall 
proceed  to  Register  such  things  of  former  transac- 
tions as  ai*e  deemed  generally  interesting. 

The  tables  furnished  in  this  work  are  not  calcu- 
lated for  present  or  immediate  use;  but  to  afford, 
reference  for  interesting  and  important  facts  as 
they  are  wanted. 

We  have  the  pleasure  this  week  to  offer  our 
thanks  to  nearly  txvo  hundred  new  .eubscribers  re- 
ceived since  the  last  number  went  to  press.  Such 
evidence  of  public  opinion  in  om*  fs'  < .r,  we  trusV 
W'ill  not  be  lost.  There  are  now  1893  subscribers 
to  the  Weekly  Register. 

New  subscribers 'will  be  furnished  from  the  be- 
ginning— we  have  yet  some  extra  copies  left. — 
Notices  of  irregularities  or  omissions  are  requested 
to  be  transmitted  to  tlie  office. 

In  the  next  number,  we  intend  to  devote  several 
pages  to  manufactures,  cgricuUiire,  &.c. 
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1 wish  no  o iher  herald 

**  No  other  speaker  of  my  Hviny  actions. 

To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakespeare — hexrt  vm. 

t ii"  ■<  I ■ '>  II.— 
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C Continued  from  Pa^e  \4i.J 

The  same  congress  agreed  to  a petition  to  the  king, 
which,  as  it  may  serve  to  shew  the  spirit  of  tlie  times, 
arid  IS,  besides,  a piece  of  most  elegant  and  eloquent 
composition,  is  annexed.  [It  was  drawn  up  by  the 
late  venerable  John  Dickenson^  Esq.'^ 

To  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty. 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGlS^, 

We  your  majesty’s  faithful  subjects  of  the  colo- 
nies of  J^eto-Hampshire,  Massachusets-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut, 
JVew  York,  J\Tew- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties 
of  J^ew-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delatoare, 
J\Jaryland,  Virginia,  JVbrth  Carolina,  and  South 
Cat'ohna,  m behalf  of  ourselves  and  the  inhabitants 
of  these  colonies,- who  have  deputed  us  to  represent 
them  in  general  congress,  by  this  our  humble  peti- 
tion, beg  leave  to  lay  our  grievances  before  the 
throne. 

A standing  army  has  been  kept  in  these  colonies 
ever  since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  without 
the  consent  gf  our  assemblies  ; and  this  army,  with 
a considerable  naval  armament  has  been  employed 
lo  inforce  the  collection  of  taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief  and 
under  him  of  the  brigadiers-general  has,  in  time  of 
peace,  been  rendered  supreme  in  all  the  civil  go- 
vernments in  .dinenca. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  all  your  majesty’s 
forces  in  J\*orth  America  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been 
appointed  governor  of  a colony. 

The  charges  of  usual  offices  have  been  greatly 
increased ; and,  new,  expensive  and  oppressive  of- 
fices have  been  midtiplied. 

The  judges  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty 
courts  are  impowered  to  receive  their  salaries  and 
fees  from  the  effects  condemned  by  themselves. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  are  impowered  to 
break  open  and  enter  houses  witliout  the  authority 
of  any  civil  magistrate  founded  on  legal  information. 

The  judges  of  courts  of  common  law  have  been 
made  intirely  dependent  on  one  part  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  their  salaries,  as  well  as  for  the  duration  of 
their  commissions. 

Councellors,  holding  their  commissions  during 
pleasure,  exercise  legislative  authority. 

Humble  and  reasonable  petitions  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  have  been  fruitless. 

The  agents  of  the  people  have  been  discountenan- 
ced, and  governors  have  been  instructed  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  their  salaries. 

Assemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  injuriously 
dissolved. 

Commerce  has  been  burtliened  with  many  useless 
^ad  oppressive  restrictions. 


By  several  acts  of  parliament  made  m ihe/oju 
fftk,  sixth,  seventhtmd  eighth  } ears  of  your  mi-jesty’^ 
reign,  duties  are  imposed  on  us,  for  the  purpose  ot 
raising  a revenue;  and  the  powers  of  admiralty  and 
vice-admiralty  courts  are  extended  byond  tlieir  an- 
cient limits,  whereby  our  properly  is  taken  from  us 
without  our  consent,  the  trial  by  jury  in  many 
civil  cases  is  abolished,  enormous  forfeitures  are 
incurred  for  slight  offences,  vexatious  informers, 
are  exempted  from  paying  damages,  to  which  they 
are  justly  liable,  and  oppressive  security  is  required 
from  owners,  beibre  they  are  allowed  to  defend  their 
right. 

Both  houses  of  parliament  have  resolved,  that 
colonists  may  be  tried  in  England,  for  offences 
alledged  to  have  been  committed  in  Ainerica,  by 
virtue  of  a statute  passed  in  the  thirty  ffth  year  of 
Henry  the  eighth  ; and  in  consequence  thereof  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  inforce  that  statute. 

A statute  was  passed  in  the  t-welfth  year  of  your 
majesty’s  reign,  directing,  that  persons  charged 
with  committing  any  offence  therein  described,  in 
any  place  out  of  the  realm;  may  be  indicted  and 
tried  for  the  same,  in  any  shire  or  county  within  th« 
realm,  whereby  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  may, 
in  sundry  cases,  by  that  statute  made  capital,  be 
deprived  of  a trial  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage. 

In  the  last  session  of  parliament,  an  act  v.’as 
passed  for  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Boston; 
another  impowering  the  g’overnor  of  Massachusetts^ 
Bay  to  send  persons  indicted  for  murder  in  that 
province,  to  another  colony,  or  even  to  Great  Bri- 
tain for  trial,  whereby  such  offenders  may  escape 
legal  punishment ; athird  for  altering  the  chartered 
constitution  of  government  in  that  province ; and  a 
fourth  for  extending  the  limits  of  Qi/e^ec,  abolishing 
the  English,  and  restoring  the  French  laws,  whereby 
great  numbers  of  British  freemen  are  subjected  to 
the  latter,  and  establishing  an  absolute  government 
and  the  Roman  catholic  religion  throughout  those 
vast  regions,  that  border  on  the  westerly  and  north- 
erly bounderies  of  the  free,  protestant,  set- 

tlements ; and  a fifth  for  the  better  providing  suita- 
ble quarters  for  officers  and  soldiers  in  his  majesty's 
service  in  J\orth  America 

To  a sovereign,  who  glories  in  the  name  of  Bri- 
i ton ; the  bare  recital  of  these  acts  must,  we  pre- 
sume, justify  the  loyal  subjects  who  fly  to  the  foot 
of  his  throne  and  implore  hi.s  clemency  for  protec- 
tion against  them. 

From  this  destructive  system  of  colony  adminis- 
tration, adopted  since  the  conclusion  of  the  last  wai\ 
have  flowed  those  distresses,  dangers,  fears,  and 
jealousies,  that  overwhelm  your  majest’y  dutiful 
colonists  w'lth  affliction;  and  we  defy  our  most  sub- 
tle and  inveterate  enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy 
differences  between  Great  Britain  and  these  colo- 
nies, from  an  earlier  period,  or  ft*om  other  causes 
than  we  have  assigned.  Had  they  proceeded  on 
our  part  from  a restless  levity  of  temper,  unjust 
immilses  of  ambitiou.  or  artful  .suggestions  of  sedir 
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tious  persons,  vve  should  merit  the  opprobrious 
terms  frequently  bestowed  upon  us  of  those  we  re- 
vere. But  so  far  from  proAioting  innovations,  we 
have  only  opposed  them ; and  can  be  charged  with 
no  offence,  unless  it  be  one  to  receive  injiudes,  and 
be  sensible  of  them. 

Had  our  creator  been  pleased  to  give  us  exist- 
ence in  a land  of  slavery,  the  sense  of  our  condition 
might  have  been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit. 
But  thanks  be  to  his  adorable  goodness,  we  were 

• born  the  heirs  of  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our 
right  under  the  auspices  of  your  royal  ancestors, 
whose  family  was  seated  on  the  British  throne  to 
rescue  and  secure  a pious  and  gallant  nation  from 
the  popery  and  despotism  of  a superstitious  and 
inexorable  tyrant.  Your  majesty,  we  are  confident, 
iustly  rejoices  that  your  title  to  the  crown  is  thus 
founded  on  the  title  of  your  people  to  liberty  ; and 
therefore  we  doubt  not  but  jTour  royal  wisdom  must 
approve  the  sensibility  that  teaches  your  subjects 

.anxiously  to  guard  the  blessings  they  received 
from  Divine  Providence,  and  thereby  to  prove  the 
performance  of  that  compact,  that  elevated  the 
illustrious  house  oi  Brunsxvick  to  the  imperial  dig- 
nity it  now  possesses. 

The  apprehension  of  being  degraded  into  a state 
of  servitude,  from  the  pre-eniinent  rank  of  English 
freemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the  strongest  love 
of  liberty,  and  clearly  foresee  the  miseries  preparing 
for  us  aiid  our  posterity,  excites  emotions  in  our 
breasts,  which  though  we  cannot  describe,  we 

• should  not  wish  to  conceal.  Feeling  as  men,  and 
thinking  as  subjects  in  the  manner  we  do,  silence 
would  be  disloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful  infor- 
mation, we  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  great 
objects  of  your  royal  cares,  the  tranquility  of  your 
government,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people- 

Duty  to  your  majesty,  and  regard  for  the  preser- 
vation of  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  the  primary 
obligations  of  nature  and  society,  command  us  to 
intreat  your  royal  attention ; and  as  your  maj'^sty 
enjoys  the  signal  distinction  of  reigning  over  free- 
men,  we  apprehend  the  language  of  freemen  cannot" 
be  displeasing;  Your  royal  indignation,  we  hope, 
will  rather  fall  on  those  designing  and  dangerous 
men,  wiio  daringly  interpose  themselves  between 
your  royal  person  and  your  faithful  subjects,  & for 
.several  years  past  incessantly  employed  to  dissolve 
the  bonds  of  society,  by  abusing  your  majesty’s 
authoritv,  misrepresenting  your  ^■‘hnerican  subjects, 
and  prokcuting  the  most  deperate  and  irritating 
projects  of  oppression,  have  at  length  compelled 
Us  by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries,  too  sev  ere 
to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  disturb  your  majesty’s 
repose  by  our  complaints. 

I’liese  sentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts,  that 
much  more  willingly  would  bleed  in  your  majesty’s 
service.— Yet  so  greatly  have  we  been  misrepresent- 
ed, that  a necessity  has  been  alledged  of  taking-  our 
property  H-om  us  withO'ut  our  consent,  “ to  defray 
the  charge  of  the  administration  of  justice,  tl)e  sup- 
p'U-t  of  civil  government  and  the  defence,  protection 
and  security  of, the  colonics.”  But  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  majesty  that  such  provision  has  been 
and  will  be  made  for  defraying  the  two  first  articles 
as  has  been  and  sliall  be  judged,  by  the  legislature 
of  the  several  colonies,  just  and  suitable  to  tlieir 
respective  circumstances  : and  for  the  defence,  pro- 
tection, and  security  of  the  colon ‘es,  their  militias, 
if  properly  regulated,  as  they  earnestly  desire  may 
immediately  be  done,  would  be  fully  sufficient,  at 
least  in  times  of  peace ; and  in  case  of  war,  your 
faithful  colonists  will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they 
ever  liave  been,  wkc*n  coR^titutionally  required,  to 


demonstrate  their  loyalty  to  your  ihajesty,  by  exert- 
ing their  most  strenuous  efforts  in  granting  supplies 
and  raising  forces.  Yielding  to  no  British  subjects 
in  affectionate  attachment  to  your  majesty’s  per- 
son, family^  and  government,  we  too  dearly  prize 
the  priviliges  of  expressing  that  attachment  by  those 
proofs  that  are  honorable  to  the  prince  who  re- 
ceives them,  and  to  the  people  who  give  them,  ever 
to  resign  it  to  any  body  of  men  upon  earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  quiet  the  in- 
heritance left  us  by  our  fore-fathers,  we  should  at 
this  time  have  been  peaceably,  cheerfully,  and  use- 
fully employed  in  recommending  ourselves,  by  eve- 
ry testimony'  of  devotion  to  your  majesty,  and  of 
veneration  to  the  state,  from  which  we  derive  our 
origin.  But  though  now  exposed  to  unexpected 
and  unnatural  scenes  of  distress,  by  a contention 
with  that  nation,  in  whose  parental  guidance  on  all 
important  affairs  we  have  hitherto,  witli  filial  re- 
verence, constantly  trusted,  and  therefore  can  derive 
no  instruction  in  our  present  unhappy  and  perplex- 
ing cirsum  stances  from  any  former  experience ; yet, 
we  doubt  not,  the  purity  of  our  intentions,  and  the 
integrity  of  our  conduct,  will  justify  us  at  that 
grand  tribunal,  before  which  all  mankind  must  sub- 
mit to  judgment. 

WE  ASK  BUT  FOR  PEACE,  LIBERTY,  AND 
SAFETY.  We  wish  not  a diminutiou  of  the  pre- 
rogative, nor  do  we  solicit  the  grant  of  any  new 
right  in  our  favor.  Your  royal  authority  over  us, 
and  our  connection  with  Great  Britain^  we  shall 
always  carefully  and  zealously  endeavour  to  sup- 
port and  maintain. 

Filled  with  sentiments  of  duty  to  your  majesty^ 
and  of  affection  to  our  parent  state,  deeply  impress- 
ed by  our  education,  and  strongly  confirmed  by  our 
reason,  and  anxious  to  evince  the  sincerity  of  these 
dispositions,  jve  present  this  petition  only  to  obtain 
redress  of  grievances,  and  relief  from  fears  and  jest- 
lousies,  occasioned  by  the  system  of  statutes  and 
regulations  adopted  since  the  close  of  the  late  war, 

for  raising  a revenue  in  Jlmerica -extending  the 

powers  of  courts  of  aumiraltyand  vice-admiralty— 
trying  persoAs  in  Great  Britain  for  offences  alledged 
to  be  committed  in  AmeHccDi^f^(ic\\n^  the  proivnce 
Massachusetts- Bay — and  ^tering  the  government 
and  extending  tlie  limits  of  Quebec  ; by  the  aboli- 
tion of  which  system,  the  harmony  between  Great 
and  the.se  colonies,  so  necessary  to  the  hap- 
piness of  both,  and  so  ardently  desired  by  the  latter, 
and  the  usual  intercourse  will  be  immediately  restor- 
ed. Ill  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  yoUr  majes- 
ty and  parliament,  we  confide  for  a redress  of  our 
othpr  grievances,  trusting  that  when  the  causes  of 
our  appi-eliensions  are  removed,  our  future  conduct 
will  prove  us  not  unworthy  the  regard,  we  have 
been  accustomed  iii  our  happiei-  days,  to  enjoy. — 

' For  appealing  to  that  Being*  who  searches  thorough- 
ly the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  solemnly  profess, 
that  our  councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other 
motive,  than  a dread  of  impending  destruction. 

Permit  us  then,  most  gracious  sovereign,  in  the 
name  of  all  your  faithful  people  in  Americuy  with 
tl\e  utmost  humility  to  implore  you*  for  the  honor 
of  Almighty  God,  whose  pure  religion,  our  ene- 
rn-cs  are  undermining ; for  your  glory,  which  can  be 
advanced  only  by  rendering  your  subjects  happy, 
and  keeping  them  united  ; for  the  interests  of  your 
family,  depending  on  an  adherence  to  the  principles 
that  enthroned  it ; for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  your 
kingdoms  and  dominions,  threatened  with  almost 
j unavoidable  dangers  and  distresses,  that  your  ma- 
hestyj  as  ffie  loving  father  of  your  whole  people, 
i connecte  d by  the  same  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  faith 
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and  blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries, 
will  not  suffer  the  transcendent  relation  formed  by 
these  ties  to  be  farther  violated,  in  uncertain  expec- 
tation of  effects,  that  if  attained,  never  c^n  compen- 
sate for  the  calamities,  through  which  they  must 
be  gained. 

We  therefore  most  earnestly  beseech  your  majes- 
ty, thatyour  royal  authority  and  interposition  may 


be  used  for  our  relief,  that  a gracious  answer  may 
be  given  to  this  petition. 

That  your  majesty  may  enjoy  every  felicity, 
tlirough  a long  and  glorious  reign  over  loyal  and 
happy  subjects,  and  that  your  descendants  may  in- 
herit your  prosperity  and  doininions  till  time  shall 
be  no  more;  is,  and  always  will  be,  our  sincere  and 
fervent  prayer. 


BRITISH  STATISTICS. 

REV1:NUES ORDINAEY 1805. 

Nett  produce  applicable  to  national  objects,  and  to  payments  into  the  exchequer. 


Customs  * 

England 

. 76,715.794  19 

6 3-4 

Scotland 

477.094  16 

4 1-2 

77,192,889 

13 

11  1-4 

Excise 

England  - 

15,137,096  14 

6 1-4 

Scotland 

1,215,788  16 

10  1-2 

16,352,885 

10 

10  3-4 

Stamps  - 

England  - 

- 3,854,240  17 

3 

Scotland 

- 269,186  5 

11 

4,123,527 

3 

o 

Lard  ard  Assessj:d 

> England  - 

- 6,032,273  6 

8 3-4 

TAXES 

5 Scotland 

225,505  12 

7 1-2 

- 6,261,778 

19 

4 1-4 

Post-office 

England  - 

- 1,087,757  19 

0 

Scotland 

149,247  0 10  1-2 

1,237,004 

19 

10  1-2 

Is  in  the  7.  on  pen- 

•  7 England  - 

50,018  10 

4 3-4 

sions  & salaries 

5 Scotland 

- 3,814  1 

11  1-2 

.53,832 

12 

4 1-4 

6d.  ditto  England  & Scotland 

. 

- 

57,340 

11 

0 3-4 

Hackney  coaches 

. 

- 

26,454 

14 

10  3-4 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

- 

8,444 

2 

9 3-4 

Total  permanent  and  annual  duties  - - - /35,314,158  10  4 1-4 

To  this  sum  is  to  be  added— certain  ‘Ismail  branches  of  hereditary  revenue,” 
consistingof  fines;  seizures,  compositions,  proffers,  and  produce  of  crown 
[ lands,  in  all  producing  ' 157,373  7 10  3-4 

EXTRAORDiNART  RESOURCES — WAR  TAXES.  (England  and  Scotland  ) 

Customs  (2,632,147  19  10  1-2)  Excise  (6,360,229  13  9 3-4)'  - - 8,992,377  13  7 1-4 

Property  tax  (4,377,585  12  9 1-2)  Arrears  of  income  duty  (48,392,  9 6)  4,427,976  2 3 1-2 

Arreaift  of  taxes  on  aid  and  contribution  acts  .....  1,010  17  8 3-4 


Total  WAR  TAXES  - - - - - 13  419,364  13  1 1-2 

Lottery,  nett  profit  - 360.043  3 7 

Monies  paid  on  account  of  the  interests  of  loans  raised  for  service  in  Ireland  1,592,570  10  5 

Sundry  items  - - - - - - - - - 485,532  0 3 3-4 


Total  public  income,  independent  of  loans 
Loans  paid  into  the  exchequer,  including  Zl,450,000  for  Ireland 


51,399,045  15  10  1-4 
- 25,130,404  15  4 3-4 


Grand  total 

In  1806  the  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  resources, 
produced  754,982,035  8 11  3-4 

the  loans  including 

72,000,000  for  the  ser- 
vice of  Ireland 


Total 

In  1807,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary 

the  loans,  including 


19,699,263 

12 

1 

74,681,299 

1 

0 

3-4 

60,189,414 

12 

3 

1-2 

- 15,257,211, 

19 

e> 

O 

75,446,626 

11 

6 

1-2 

o/Ireeaxd  for  the  year  ending  January 
5,  18  j8,  say  for  the  year  1807— nett  produce,  appli- 
cable to  national  objects,  and  to  payments  into  the 
exchequer. 

Customs  and  excise  - 75,097,646  9 4 3-4 

Stamps  - - . 673,570  2 1 3-4 

Post-office  » . . 86,056  13  4 

Poundage  fees  - - 26,934  14  4 1-4 

Pell’s  fees  . - . 5,386  19  1 3-4 


Dut)  on  v/rought  plate 
Casualties 


776,796,450  15  4 3-4 
2,898  12  4 1-2 
4,324  12  0 


Total  ordinary  revenue 

5,896,818  1 

8 ;-2 

Several  items  extraurcii- 

nary  resources 

- 395,566  15 

9 

Total  independent  of  loans 

6,272,384  17 

5 

Loans  paid  into  the  ex- 

chequer  ... 

2,977,747  4 

P 

Grand  total 

9,250,132  2 

2 

Great  Brit  air. 

Ill  1808,  ordinary  and  ex- 

- 

traordinary 

63,626,563  1 10  1-2 

the  loans,  including 

72,500,000  for  Ireland  - 

10,102,620  15 

6 

Grand  total 

73,129,183  17 

4 1- 

Irelard — 1808,  ordinary 

and  extraordinary 

6,174,561,  13 

0 3- 

Loans  ... 

5,^389,278  0 

4 1. 

Total  T % 

n, 564,289  13 

5 1- 

6S 

Great  Bhitaiis-,  in  1810 
ordinary  and  extrao- 
dinary  - . - 

Loans,  including' 
/2j300,000  for  Ireland 

Grand  total 
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70,235,792  18  4 1-2 
13.498,621  16  B 3-4 


83,856,614  16  V 


"Expejtditures — 1 805. 

Interests  on  the  vnre- 

public  debt  Zl 9,589,305  18  11  1-2 

Charg-es  of  management  271,911  11  9 S-4 
of  national  debt  7,615  167  7 9 3-4 


/27,485,384  18  7 

Interest  on  exchequer  billst  1,478,316  3 3 1-2 


3.  The  civil  list 

4.  Courts  of  Justice 

Mint  . > - 

Allowances  to  the  royal 
fiimily§  - - 


958,000  0 0 

59,350  17  3 
14,686  10  6 

278,281  4 0 1-2 


Salaries  and  allowances 
Bounties  - 


5.  Civil  government  of 
Scotland 

6.  Payments  in  anticipa- 
tion of  exchequer  re- 
ceipts, as  bounties, 
pensions,  &c. 

7.  The  navy 

8.  The  ordinance  - 

9.  The  army 
Extraordinary  services 

[including  remittan- 
ces, as  subsidies  to 
foreign  powers] 

10.  Loans,  remittances  & 
advances  to  other 
countries— to  Ireland 

1 1.  Miscellaneous  services 
iat  home 

abroad 


25,282  9 6 
591,583  13  11 

1,827,184,  10  6 1-2 

86  918,  13  3 3-4 


646,000  14 
14,446,998  3 
4,732,286  1 


1-2 


10,758,342  12  11 


6,261,386  16  % 


- 3,211,062  10  0 


It  may  gratify  a laudable  cvri&sity  to  ascertain 
the  revenues  of  Eng'iand,  as  ivell  as  of  Great  Britain, 
at  more  distant  periods,  as  sheivn  in  the  annexed  ta- 
ble— premising,  that  in  considering  it  7ve  ought  to  take 
into  view  the  depreciated  value  of  money.  Time  has 
bee?i  when  a7i  ox  was  sold  for  Is.  6J.  More  of  this 
hereafter. 


KINGS. 

1 ster. 

William  the  Conqueror 

400,000 

William  Rufus  - 

350,000 

Plenery  I.  - - 

300,000 

Stephen  - - 

250,000 

Henry  II.  - 

200,000 

Richard  I.  - - - 

150,000 

John  . - - _ 

100,000 

Henry  III. 

80,000 

Edward  I.  - - - - - 

150,000 

II.  - 

100,000 

HI: 

154,139 

Richard  II.  - 

130,000 

Henery  IV-  - 

100,000 

V.  - - - 

76,643 

VI.  - - 

64,976 

Edward  IV. T 

V.  C - 

100,000 

lUchardlll.j 

Henry  VII.  - - - 

400,000 

VIII. 

800,000 

Edward  VI.  - - 

400,000 

Mary  - . . , 

450,000 

Elizabeth  . - . . 

500,000 

Jarnts  I.  - - 

- 600,000 

2,566,091  19 
279,636  8 


5 1-2 


Charles  J. 

I'he  Commonwealth 
Charles  II. 

James  II.  - - 

William  III.  - 
Anne  at  the  union 
George  I. 

II. 

UI.  (1788) 
(1791) 
(1798) 
(1800) 


895,819 


Total  public  expen.  1805,  70,588,547,  4 0 3-4 

. ditto  - 1806,  71,010,718  16  9 1-4 

ditto  - . 1807,  71,989.390  4 10 

ditto  - 1808,  79,391,345  15  2 3-4 

ditto  - 1809,  83,099,186  0 2 

[These  years,  as  in  the  case  of  tlie  revenues  receiv- 
ed as  above,  end  on  the  5th  of  January  of  the 
years  following  those  stated — as,  for  instance,  the 
expenditures  for  the  year  1809  reaches  to  the  5tU  ^ 
of  January,  1810  ] 

Expenditure  of  Ireland  for  the  year  ending 
January  5,  1808. 

1.  Interests  of  debt  , ^2, 372, 035  2 2 

Charge  of  management  - 33,996  11  0 3-4 

Reduction  of  national  debt  954,045  8 1 3-4 


Z3,359,077  1 4 1-2 


2.  Interests  on  exchequer 

bills  - - - 9,890  8 2 

3.  Issues  on  purposes  ap- 

pointed by  the  Parli- 
ament of  Ireland  pri- 
or to  the  union  - - -17,490  5 3 1-3 

4.  Issues  from  appropria- 
ted funds  for  local  purposes  15,110 


5.  Civil  list 

Pensions  - - - . 

Other  permanent  charges 

6.  Payment  in  anticipa- 
tion of  exchequer  re- 
ceipts, as  bounties,  &c. 


149,642 

89.639 


0 

0 

2 1-2 


188,692  18  11  3-4 


1,517,247  1 7.  Ordinance 


- 1,800,000 
2,001,855 

- 3,895,205 
- 5,C91,803 

6,762,641 

- 8,522,540 

- 15,572,971 

21,434,000 
34,207,906 
- 37,000,000 

I Prom  this,  it  is  presumed,  is  excluded  the  pay- 
ments of  interests  on  account  of  the  sinking  fund, 
which  forms  a part  of  the  nominal  public  debt. 

^ By  exchequer  bills  ; v/e  are  given  to  understand 
a certain  part  of  the  national  debt  not  funded. 
The  amount  of  Avhich  is  not  told  us. 

§ That  is,  the  pnnees  and  prhicesses. 


8*  Army 

9.  Miscellaneous  services 

10.  Tote  of  Credit 

Total  expenditure 

Expenditure  of  Ireland  for 
the  year  ending  January 
5,  1809. 


204,171  6 
- 519,184  4 
3,410,694  14 
512,197  14 
90,455  6 


3 3-4 
6 1-2 
7 1-4 

2 

5 3-4 


8,566,165  11  1 3-4 


9,536  295  0 7 


A certain  Mr.  John  JBristed  has  lately  published 
a work  entitled  The  resources  of  the  British  empire, 
together  with  a view  of  the  probable  result  of  the 
presejit  contest  with  France.^^  From  this  book  are 
taken  the  items  of  which  the  preceding  tables  are 
composed  : we  give  them  as  we  found  them,  with 
the  addition  only  of  the  notes. 
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Education. 

The  following’  interesting  letter  will  be  perused  with 
pleasure  even  by  those  who  long  since  have  read 
it.  We  intend  to  follow  it  by  some  notice  of 
Pestalozzi^ s method  and  Lancaster's  system  and 
also  with  an  acount  of  a famous  school  at  Paris. 

NEEF’s  SCHOOL. 

FHOM  THE  PROVIDENCE  AMERICAN. 

A letter  from  a gentleman  in  Philadelphia^  to  another 
in  this  toranii  dated,  Aprie  23,  1811. 

Dear  Sir — I have  just  received  yours  of  the 
S4th.  Every  thing  I have  said  or  which  the  pow- 
er of  language  could  express,  would  fall  far  short  of 
an  adequate  description  of  the  effects  already  produ- 
ced by  Neef’s  system,  which  wdl  not  have  been  two 
years  in  operation  till  the  9th  June.  Such  indeed 
are  the  j effects,  that  many  who  go  there,  and  see 
and  here,  are  amazed,  become  incredulous  only 
because  they  cannot  conceive  how  it  is  produced. 
I,  who  have  been  a constant  visitor,  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  mark  the  manner  of  the  method,  as 
well  as  to  note  the  astonishing  ease,  simplicity  and 
certainty  of  process.  The  school  is  filling  and 
will  fill,  and  I felicitate  myself  with  the  hope  of  find- 
ing in  it  a future  security  for  the  liberties  of  our 
country,  as,  when  once  established,  that  is,  after 
one  class  has  passed  through  a course  which  may , 
be  accomplished  in  six  years  from  the  time  ofbegin- 
ning  it  wiil  then  carry  with  it  such  evidence  of  its 
efficacy  and  superiority,  and  of  its  utility,  as  to  ren- 
der its  access  into  general  use  easy  and  certain.  In- 
deed the  course  once  gone  throngh,  it  will  be  such 
as  any  one  may  teach. 

I could  refer  to  hundreds  who  have  seen  the  school 
and  witnessed  the  examination  on  all,  and  ten 
times  more  of  the  subjects  concerning  v/hich  you 
have  seen  the  publications  ; but  you  must  be  aware 
that  to  judge  of  any  thing,  you  must  compare  it  with 
something  else  : Now  the  usual  visitor  can  have  no 
idea  of  the  state  of  the  mind  of  a child  who  went  to 
this  school  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  yet 
without  this  knowledge  he  can  form  no  conception 
of  the  effects  produced  on  that  child’s  mind.  On 
the  other  hand,  I have  been  intimate  and  familiar 
with  them  all  and  find  children  whom  I dandled  on 
my  knee  were  able  in  ten  months  to  puzzle  me  with 
abstract  propositions,  and  astonishing  calculations. 
Strangers  who  have  not  studied,  nor  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  course  of  instruction,  have 
great  difficulties  and  prejudices  to  surmount  before 
they  can  enter  into  an  estimate  of  its  utility.  For 
instance,  take  the  following  parallel : 

By  the  old  system,  children  have  a primmer  or 
horn  book  put  into  their  hands,  and  they  begin  to 
learn  the  arbitrary  and  unmeaning  names  and  certain 
signs  called  an  alphabet. 

By  NeePs  system  tliey  begin  to  learn  the  names 
of  all  their  limbs,  members,  and  different  relations 
and  use  of  all  parts  of  the  human  body.  Nearly 
two  years  elapse  before  they  hear  of  an  alphabet  or 
a book,  nor  pen  and  ink,  until  they  are  able  to  read 
and  write.  This  is  an  apparent  parodox,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  true. 

The  second  stage  of  the  old  system  is  to  spell 
single  syllables. 

The  second  stage  of  Neef’s  is  to  put  a slate  and 
pencil  before  the  boy,  and  to  bring  his  hand  to  the 
habit  of  drawing  a straight  line  without  the  aid  of  a 
rule,  and  to  draw  the  line  to  any  given  number  of 
inches  as  called  for,  by  the  C3^e  only,  and  without 
any  rule  to  measure  by,  excepting  after  it  is  done, 
to  exhibit  its  accuracy. 


Tile  third  stage  in  the  old  is  by  words  of  three 
syllables,  to  spell. 

The  third  stage  in  the  new,  is  to  divide  the 
straight  line  into  any  required  number  of  parts  by 
the  eye  instantly,  and  with  an  cxactncs  that  shall 
stand  the  test  of  the  compass  and  rule. 

The  fourth  stage  of  the  old  school  is  words  of  four 
syllables. 

The  fourth  stage  of  the  new  school  is  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  properties  of  lines — liorizontal,  ver- 
tical and  oblique — and  so  he  proceeds  to  fgiires  of 
visible  objects.  Thus,  a boy  being  able  to  draw  a 
horizontal  line,  and  an  oblique  line  decendingfrom 
the  left  to  the  right,  or  the  contrary,  and  who  can 
by  his  eje  draw  it  exactly  of  a lengtli  required,  is 
competent  to  discribe  any  figure  composed  on  its 
exterior  of  straight  lines ; and  by  the  same  process 
the  cliild  is  carried  to  form  any  for  figure,  curved 
lines  curve  in  their  turn  with  all  their  diversites. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  these  very  lessons  lead 
to  tlie  act  of  alphabetical  writing,  and  the  alphabet 
after  this  course  is  not  a matter  of  mere  rote,  but  fc 
matter  established  in  the  mind  with  precise  ideas  of 
its  uses,  as  an  agent  for  convenience  to  the  memory, 
not  as  the  essential  object  of  learning. 

The  lessons  are  conducted  like  sports,  and  they 
are  rarely  more  than  an  hour  at  any  time  in  the 
school  room : nor  do  the  lesson  proceed  in  an 
arbitrary  rotation. — There  is  a certain  order,  but  it 
is  in  the  teacher^s  mind,  and  is  always  calculated 
like  the  lines  to  WTiting.  The  preceding  lesson  invari- 
ably leads  to,  and  aids  that  which  is  to  follow  tlie 
lesson  of  the  morning,  for  example  maybe  straight 
lines,  or  triangles  ; the  lesson  after  breakfast  may 
be  the  table  of  computation,  which  of  itself  pro- 
duces effects  that  are  inconceivable  but  upon  expe- 
rience. The  lessons  may  vary  to  fifteen  different 
subjects  in  the  course  of  the  day ; but  are  all  so 
contrived  as  to  depend  upon,  or  to  aid  each  other — 
and  like  the  Peripatetics,  their  morning  rambles 
over  lulls  and  vallies,  rocks  and  declivities,  are  no- 
thing more  than  exercises  in  Gymnastics,  or  in  na- 
tural history ; minerals,  earths,  plants,  and  trees 
are  investigated  ; the  measurement  of  a triangle  by 
the  e)"e  on  a slate,  is  now  applied  to  the  measure- 
ment of  a similar  figure  in  the  open  field,  and  the 
chain  of  perches  perform  the  operations  which  .are 
assigned  to  the  compass  in  the  school  room.  The 
regular  course  is  to  consist  of  all  this  knowledge  of 
Algebra,  and  of  course,  all  the  arithmetical  know- 
ledge it  embraces — Geometry  and  Grammar : the 
system  itself  is  a perfect  logic,  and  the  scholar  be- 
comes master  of  all  in  tliree  language.s,  the  English, 
French  and  German.  If  it  be  required  the  Greek 
and  Latin  are  taught  by  the  same  method,  little 
more  than  tvro  years  being  required  to  attain  both. 
The  course  for  general  education  is  from  si.v  j'ear.s 
old  to  hvelve,  for  six  years.  As  there  is  no  limita- 
tion to  knowledge,  those,  who  choose  to  continue 
after  six  j'^ears,  progress  in  learning-  of  the  higher 
kind  ; mathematical  and  scientific.  Tl)e  ordinary 
course,  however,  comprehends  general  anatomy^ 
chemistry,  botany,  mineralogy,  natural  philosophy, 
geography,  drawing;  and  all  this  knowledge  is 
taught  and  acquired  with  accuracy  by  a strict  ana- 
lysis of  the  properties  of  every  substance  and  thing. 

These  general  ideas  suggested  from  memory  and 
the  result  of  observation  and  familiar  intimacy  with 
the  school,  pei-haps  no  other  person  out  of  the  school 
can  give;  and  Mr.  Nef.f  himself  is  a person  who, 
with  the  most  comprehensive  mind,  appears  total- 
ly divested  of  ostentation.  He  is  blessed  with  a 
wife,  as  wise  and  as  amiable  and  happy  in  her  tem- 
per as  himself:  He  seems  as  if  formed  by  Heaven 
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for  the  station  which  he  has  chosen  and  his  whole 
laculties  are  directed  to  it ; and  can  embrace  no 
other  pleasures  but  those  which  he  enjoys  in  the 
midst  of  his  innocent  and  cheerful  companions  and 
his  sweet  family. 

I shall  now  ^'ive  you  what  information  is  necessa- 
ry as  t©  the  economical  part  of  the  business.  The 
terms  are  these  : a child  must  be  in  good  health, 
and  must  be  provided  with  a matrass,  bed  clothes 
and  apparel.  With  these  he  enters  the  school,  and 
pays  for  the  year  200  dollars,  for  which  the  child  is 
found  in  meat,  washing  and  every  other  attention 
and  care.— I'he  health  and  happiness  of  their  chil- 
dren is  the  j^est  evidence  of  ineir  good  treatment. 
They  are  combed  and  cleaned  every  day.  Among 
the  :^est,  they  are  taught  to  swim  in  the  summer, 
and  skate  in  the  winter ; and  their  propensities  to 
mechanics  or  gardening  are  encouraged,  the  fullest 
■opportunity  being  given  to  unfold  their  fa,culties. 

A new  class  opens  on  the  first  Monday  in  May.* 
There  are  two  children  from  Boston,  some  from 
Virginia  and  i\Iaryland,  and  from  different  parts  of 
this  state.  Should  tlie  gentleman  you  mention  think 
fit  to  send  his  son,  1 will  give  him  every  aid  in  my 
power  if  he  calls  on  me ; and  I can  say,  from  expe- 
rience, that  he  never  will  repent  it,  nor  have  any  oc- 
casion to  fear  for  the  happiness  any  more  than  the 
intellectual  acquirements  of  his  child.  The  boys 
come  to  town  occasionaliy,  but  what  is  not  very 
u.sual,  they  are  all  eager  to  get  back  to  school  again 
the  toivn  i.s  so  little  interesting  to  them.  This  is  a 
faithful  account  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  is  far  short 
©f  the  reality. 

Desultory  Remarks. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

I could  not  expect  every  person  t©  be  pleased 
vith  every  part  of  my  plan— If  I succeeded  in  giv- 
ing general  satisfaction  to  the  patrons  of  the  Rkois- 
TK«,  it  was  all  that  I hoped  for.  How  nearly  I have 
arrived  to  tlie  point  of  utility  I desired  the  work  to 
attain,  is  not  for  me  to  say — the  matter  is  before  the 
public,  and  will  be  fairly  judgccL 

But  objections  have  been  made  that  appear  extra- 
ordinary— I would  not  notice  them  except  I believ- 
ed a few  minutes  might  be  useful  spent  in  repelling 
them: — much  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  by 
tiiree  or  four  persons  at  our  design  to  insert  in  the 
if.iiuiSTKTi,  a short  series  of  revolutionary  state  pa- 
pers, on  this  plea — “ Tiir.r  ououx  to  be  fobgottex.” 
One  of  these  gentlemen  appeared  sorry  to  learn 
I was  about  to  obtain  a copy  of  the  Journals  of 
the  stamp  act  Congress,  l7b5,  and  publish  it; 
for  their  proceedings  were  almost  obliterated; 
and  it  would  excite  old  animosities  to  revive 
them ! 

I cannot  agree  with  these  gentlemen.  Most  of 
the  actors  in  the  great  scenes  of  those  times  have 
departed ; a new  generation  supplies  their  place ; 
who,  to  value  their . freedom  as  they  ought,  should 
be  acquainted  with  the  events  connected  with  its  at- 
cliievment.  TJiey  should  see  and  admire  that  no- 
ble spirit  of  their  ancestors — that  suffering  virtue 
that  prayed, — petitioned, — remonstrated;  and,  when 
all  was  \mavailing,  indignantly  shook  off  the  yoke 
of  a tyrant,  by  a solemn  appeal  to  God,  to  mankind 
at  large,  and  themselves  individually.  Our  youth 
should  be  taught  to  emulate  thrir  fathers — a race  of 
men  whose  actions  will  shine  more  resplendent  in 
history  than  aught  that  Greece  or  Rome  can  boast 


* Mr.  Neef,  in  his  public  notice,  states  the  mid- 
dle of  last  month. 


of.  These  papers  are  a monument  of  their~ ^\oty : 6f 
their  patience ; their  talents  ; their  courage ; their 
civic  virtues ; and,  more  than  all,  of  their  devotion 
to  liberty.  Let  the  American  lay  his  hand  on  his 
heart  and  ask  himself,  “ if  they  should  be  forgottten 
I,  at  least  must  say,  No — and  could  not  hold  myself 
guiltless,  situated  as  I am,  were  I to  refuse  to  in- 
sert them,  and  hold  up  examples  so  wholesome  to 
patriotism,  and  my  country. 

It  is  true,  these  papers  are  old;  but  they  are  of 
a good  fashion  and  will  not  tvear  out.  Copies  of  them 
are  becoming  scarce ; not  one  in  fifty  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  have  had  a convenient  opportunity 
to  read  them.  I would  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
every  one,  and  respectively  suggest  to  the  heads  of 
families,  the  propriety  of  pointing  them  out  to  their 
children — the  young  mind  will  ardently  receive 
them,  and  impressions  may  be  left  that  shall  never 
be  effaced. 

The  petition  to  the  king  inserted  in  this  nMmber, 
as  a mere  literary  production,  is  an  honor  to  our 
country  ; and,  while  it  shews  the  firmness  and  dig- 
nity of  the  old  Congress,  manifest  their  love  of  peace 
and  the  virtues.  A celebrated  British  Historian 
{Belsham)  thus  speaks  of  it — “The  address  of  Con- 
“ gress  to  the  king,  is  penned  with  extraordinary 
“ force  and  animation,  in  many  parts  rising  to  a 

“ very  high  strain  of  eloquence. It  is  difficult 

“ to  conceive  how  this  address  would  be  read  with- 
“ out  exciting  in  the  breasts  of  the  most  obdurate, 
“ strong  emotions  of  compunction  and  remorse.” 

In  England — though  every  man  boasts  of  his  free- 
dom derived  from  the  Magna  Charta a particur 

lar  reference  to  that  memorable  instrument  is  ac- 
counted a species  of  jacobinism  ! In  France  tlie 

Emperor,  we  are  told,  was  elected  by  the  people  of 
their  own  free  will — but  if  a man  were  now  to  re- 
pent him  of  his  vote,  and  express  a desire  that  he 
had  been  rejected,  would  he  not  be  considered  as 
almost  guilty  of  treason  P In  the  United  States,  all 
profess  to  love  independence-rshall  it  be  esteemed 
jacobmic  or  treasonable  to  bring  into  view  the  caus- 
es which  led  to  it  1 — Heavex  fokbid  ! 

We  shall,  therefore,  leisurely,  proceed  in  our 
plan,  and,  when  not  pressed  by  other  matters,  suc- 
cessively present,  the  declaration  of  Congress  sitting 
forth  the  cause,  and  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  ; — the 
declaration  of  independence,  (and  the  counter  decla- 
ration of  dependence  by  the  tories  at  Mew  York ,-) 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  union  agreed  upon 
in  1778 ; and  close  the  whole  with  General  Washing- 
ton^ s circular  letter  to  the  governors  of  the  several 
states,  with  an  account  of  the  resignation  of  his  com- 
mand into  the  hands  of  those,  who  gave  it,  the  most 
glorious  event  of  his  memorable  life. 

Again— it  is  thought  as  though  I did  not  speak 
of  kings  and  nobles  with  sufficient  respect  and  re- 
verence. As  an  American,  I am  a constitutional 
enemy  of  these  men  ; I believe  the  whole  business 
of  kingcraft,  a horrid  knavery,  and  that  the  present 
Kings  and  princes  of  Europe  are  among  the  most 
“rascally  members  of  creation.”  A reference  to 
facts — an  observance  of  their  proceedings,  will 
shew  what  they  ace ; and,  when  I have  occasion  to 
speak  of  them,  I will  endeavour  to  press  upon 
others  the  sovereign  contempt  for  them. 

The  common  mind  is  too  easily  led  to  a veneration 
for  monarchy  and  aristocracy ; and,  unfortunately, 
too  many  of  our  books  (written  by  British  authors,) 
are  calculated  to  cast  false  lights  upon  them.  I can- 
not any  more  believe  that  a man  is  born  royal  or  ne- 
ble  (in  the  true  meaning  of  the  words)  because  his 
supposed  father  is  called  a king  or  a lord,  than  that 
a man  must  be  a horse  if  the  place  of  his  birth  were 
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a stable.  The  talk  about  “divine  rig’ht,”  “legitimate 
sovereigns,”  &c.  With  which  too  many  in  the  Uni- 
vted  States  endeavor  to  mislead  the  public  mind,  is 
a kind  of  treason  against  humanity — they  are  ail 
**  power  alone  constitutes  their  right; 

all  other  pretension  is  a barefaced  cheat.  I have 
no  commisseration  for  them.  I am  glad  that  some 
have  felt  a portion  of  the  suffering  they  heaped  on 
the  heads  of  the  peaple.  There  are  two  things 
which  every  American  should  solemnly  hate  and 

religiously  despise hereditary  governors  t,nd  an 

establihed  priesthood — twin-agents  of  innumerable 
blasphemies  and  crimes.  II.  N. 


Amusing  and  Interesting  Scraps. 

Liverpool  corn  exchange,  Jidy  23,  1811.  Wheat 
(Americati)  I'Zs.  6a'.  a 13s.  per  70lbs.  2 79  o 2 91) 
— Flour,  (Am.)  barrel,  56s.  a 58s.  Osits,  per  45lbs. 
^s.  lOd.  a 4s . Indian  corn,  per  60lbs.  5s.  9d.  a 6s. 

Turkish  Fukerjli,. — Died,  in  Upper  Berkeley- 
street,  London,  Siddr  Effendi,  charge  d'affaires 
from  the  Sublime  Ottoman  Port — His  excellency 
was  interred  in  the  burial  ground  of  St.  Pancras. — 
The  procession  consisted  of  a' hearse  containing  the 
body  covered  with  white  satin,  followed  by  his  car- 
riage, and  two.  mourning  coaches,  in  which  were 
the  priest  and  the  late  ambassador’s  attendants.  Up- 
on arriving  at  the  ground  the  body  was  taken  out  of 
the  shell  which  contained  it,  wrapped  in  rich  robes, 
and  dropped  into  tlie  grave,  and  immediately  after 
a large  stone,  nearly  the  size  of  the  body.  Was  laid 
upon  it:  and  after  some  Mahometan  ceremonies  had 
been  gone  through,  the  attendants  left  the  ground. 
The  procession,  in  going  to  the  church  yard,  gal- 
loped nearly  all  the  way. 

From  the  first  of  January  to  the  15th  of  August, 
there  were  exported  from  New-Orleans  to  foreign 
markets,  no  less  than  25  thousand  barrels  of  flour. 
This  city  will  probably  become  one  of  the  greatest 
emporiums  of  trade  in  the  world,  when  the  country 
to  the  westward  has  a full  population. 

Mr.  Galusha  (republican)  has  been  elected  go- 
vernor of  Vermont,  by  a large  majority.  The  le- 
gislature has  the  same  political  character. 

The  charitable  design  of  starving  the  people  of 
France  in  the  early  part  of  the  revolution,  by  Great 
Bntian  and  the  allied  powers,  is  finely  contrasted 
by  the  following  statement  from  a London  paper  of 
the  25th  of  June  last: 

“ Imports. — From  a return  just  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  appears  that  we  imported 
?,rst  year, 

1,387,200  Quarters  of  Wheat, 

533,613  Cwt  of  Flour, 

403,122  Quarters  of  Oats,  and 
33,226  Boils  of  Oatmeal. 

Of  this  quantity  the  imports  were — 

from  France,  334,806  Quarters  of  Wheat,  and 
202,922  Cwt.  of  Flour, 

From  Holland,  189,016  Quarters  of  Wheats 

From  Germany,  145,186  do  and 

From  Poland  and  Prussia,  296,756, 

From  Denmark  and  Norwav,  110,935  Qrs. 

From  America,  34,829  Quarters  of  Wheat,  and 
210,209  Cwt.  of  F.lour. 

Hence  more  than  one-third  of  the  Wheat,  and 
wc-xvly  one-tkrd  of  the  Flour,  came  from  France 
and  Holland;  while  from  America  we  imported  net 
more  flour  than  we  did  u-orn  the  countries  wit’) 
which  we  are  at  war;  and  the  nuantity  cf  W’>e»it 


from  America  did  not  exceed  one  fortieth  part  of 
the  whole  quantity  imported.” 

Though  the  annexed  articles  is  not  of  late  date,it 
will  be  ineresting  71CW6- to  many  of  our  readers — we 
Register  it  because  it  gives  an  account  of  the  arrival 
“of  the  frst  rigged  vessel  at  Cincinnati  from  below.” 

CiNcixxATi,  May  29. — Ship  JS'eics. — Arrived  at 
this  place,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  26th  instant, 
barge  Cincinnati,  Beatle,  commander,  from  New-. 
Orleans,  with  a cargo  of  sugar,  hides,  logwood, 
crates,  &c.  She  sailed  from  New-Orleans  tlie  3d 
of  March,  arrived  at  the  Falls  the  9tli  of  May,  68 
days — remained  at  the  Falls  9 da)  s,  and  sailed  from 
thence  on  thu  17th  instant.  This  is  the  first  rigged 
vessel  that  ever  arrived  at  Cincinnati  from  below. 
She  is  100  feet  keel,  16  feet  beam  ; rigged  sloop 
fashion,  and  burthen  64  tons.  She  was  warped 
over  the  Falls  by  18  men,  in  half  a day. 

A writer  in  tlie  New  Jersey  .loumal,  gives  us  the 
following  statement  of  tlie  whole  number  of  eclipses 
solar  and  lunar,  visible  and  invisible,  tliat  take 
place  during  a century,  from  which  the  scarcity  of 
large  and  solar  eclipses  will  appear. 


Eclipses. 

Visible.  Invisible. 

Solar, 

238 

43 

195 

Lunar, 

152 

76 

76 

Solar  and  Lunar, 

390 

119 

271 

Of  the  76  visible  lunar  eclipses,  34  will  be  total, 
but  of  the  43  solar  eclipses,  not  more  than  one  will 
be  central,  and  perhaps  that  may  not  be  total. 


The  iri’itation  in  England  on  account  of  the  at* 
tack  of  the  Little  Belt  on  our  f'rigate  the  Bveeident, 
in  whichjthe  former  “caught  a yankee,”  still  conti- 
nues ; and  a thousand  falshoods  are  publishing  in  the 
ministerial  neWsp.apers,  about  it. 

/ 

Chinese  Tartary — It  is  stated  in  a German  paper 
on  the  authority  of  some  merchants  who  have  ar- 
rived at  Moscow,  fmm  China,  that  an  adventurer, 
named  Baghvan-Ho,  has  recently  collected  a num- 
ber of  followers  in  Grand  Tartary,  and  has  induced 
them,  in  conjunction  with  several  wandering  tribes 
of  Mingas,  to  submit  to  his  authority  in  the  double 
character  of  Prince  and  Pontiff.  His  followers  be- 
lieving him  to  be  possessed  of  supernatural  power, 
profess  the  utmost  devotion  to  his  will ; and  their 
conduct  on  several  occasions,  when  attacked  by 
other  tribes,  was  characterized  by  all  that  zeal  wliich 
marks  tlve  adherents  of  a new  religion.  The  Cara- 
vans which  traverse  the  desert  islands  pay  him  tri- 
bute, though  escorted  by  Chinese  or  Ivussian  sol- 
diers. The  merchants  wliowcie  Introduced  to  him 
fell  prostrate  at  the  threshold  of  his  tent  and  re- 
mained in  that  ]X)stiire  during  the  audience ; he 
spoke  to  them  in  four  languages,  and  was  courteous 
in  his  manner.  The  Chinese  governor  of  Nayman, 
not  daring  to  attack  him,  lately  sent  some  individu- 
als in  bis  confidence  with  presents  and  orders  to 
learn  his  views,  resources  &c.  Baghvan-Ho,  at  this 
audience,  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  Tartar\g  and 
made  a pompous  display  of  his  followers,  about 
60,000  of  whom  were  armed  with  bows,  ai  rows, 
lances  and  different  guns.  To  shew  the  influence 
he  possessed  over  them,  he  made  a signal,  and  100 
voluntarily  embraced  death  by  stabbing  themselves 
to  the  heiirt.  The  Chinese  government  alarmed  at 
the  proximity  of  this  aspiring  Chieftain,  was 
strengthening  the  frontier  garrisons  and  taking- 
other  ine.asures  of  precaution  against  the  consolida- 
tion of  a power,  wdiich  not  only  threatened  the  In- 
dependence of  the  coimtr}',  but  menaced  tlie  e x- 
tinction of  the  prtjsmt  dynai^ty.  [Lon.  Bap. 
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Captain  Posey  and  Lieutenant  Jennings. 

The  following  account  of  the  unfortunate  rencoun- 
ter between  captain  Thornton  Posey^  commanding 
at  Fort  Knox  in  the  Indiana  territory,  and  lieutenant 
Jesse  Jennings,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  June  last, 
which  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  latter,  is  gi- 
ven by  a gentleman  just  arrived  from  Vincennes, 
where  he  learned  the  following  particulars. 

« For  some  time  previous  to  the  day  on  which 
lieutenant  Jennings  fell,  he  appears  to  have  enter- 
tained a violent  animosity  towards  captain  Posey, 
which  induced  him  to  indulge,  when  not  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  captain,  in  terms  of  reproach  and  abuse, 
frequently  declaring  his  determination  upon  re- 
venge, and  if  no  other  means  offered  he  would  cer- 
tainly’take  the  captain’s  life.  These  threats  ap- 
pear to  have  reached  the  captain  and  induced  him 
to  be  upon  his  guard  against  any  attempt  to  take 
his  life.  Some  ineffectual  efforts  made  by  lieute- 
nant Jennings  at  a late  hour  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
June,  to  get  into  captain  Posey’s  room,  confirmed 
him  in  the  opinion  that  the  lieutenant’s  threats  al- 
luded to  a clandestine  attempt  to  take  him  off.  Ac- 
cordingly it  appears  his  conduct  became  more  cir- 
cumspect and  guarded,  and  he  determined  if  pos- 
sible not  to  be  taken  by  surprise.  This  the  captain 
imparted  to  some  of  his  friends,  at  the  same  time 
deprecating  the  intentions  of  lieutenant  Jennings, 
in  seeking  a clandestine  mode  of  satisfaction,  as  un- 
becoming an  officer  in  the  army. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th  June  last,  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  previous  to  the  fatal  rencounter 
in  which  lieutenant  Jennings  fell,  squire  Purcell,  a 
gentleman  living  in  the  neighborhood,  came  to  the 
fort  and  receiving  information  from  one  of  the  sol- 
diers that  captain  Posey  was  not  in  his  quarters,  and 
seeing  his  door  shut,  he  passed  on  and  entered  the 
quarters  of  lieutenant  Jemiings.  The  lieutenant 
was  lying  in  his  bed  reading,  and  Mr.  M’Call,  the 
deputy  contractor,  was  sitting  also  reading.  Mr. 
IM’Call  took  up  a bottle  and  walked  off,  and  imme- 
rliatelv  after  Jennings  also  walked  out  leaving  Pur- 
cell alone  who  not  thinking  their  conduct  altoge- 
ther  polite,  stepped  out  a few  paces  upon  the  pa- 
rade ; iust  at  that  moment  he  heard  a noise  in  cap- 
tain Posey’s  room  resembling  the  shoving  or  push- 
ing about  of  chairs  or  tables;  but  Mr.  M’Call 
coming  up  with  the  bottle  in  his  hand  invited  him 
to  walk  in.  They  returned  to  the  room  they  had 
just  left,  and  took  a drink  of  grog  ; scarcely  had 
they  set  down  their  glasses,  when  they  heard  a 
sharp  noise  but  could  not  tell  what ; Mr.  M’Call 
stepped  to  the  windo  v,  and  at  that  instant  they 
heard  the  report  of  a pistol ; M’Call  observed  the 
Lieutenant  is  killed.  Purcell  and  M’Call  hurried 
to  the  captain’s  quarters,  where  they  found  lieute- 
nant Jennings  dying  at  the  door,  and  captain  Posey 
standing  within  the  door— the  captain’s  cloths  were 
much  torn  about  the  bosom.  Captain  Posey  order- 
ed his  sergeant  to  lay  the  lieutenant’s  head  straight, 
draw  his  boots  and  have  him  decently  laid  out.— 
Then  turning  to  M’Call  and  Purcell  invited  them 
into  his  room,  observing  that  the  lieutenant  had 
tallen  by  his  hands.— One  ball  entered  the  left  shoul- 
der, and  ranged  towards  the  middle  ©1  the  back, 
4 or  5 inches  just  under  the  skin.  The  other  en- 
tered  just  below  the  right  breast,  passing  through 
the  lungs,  diaphragm,  &c.  came  out  of  the  left 
side  of  the  spine  just  below  the  sh#rt  ribs.” 

July  14th,  1811. 

Indian,  hostilities. — Our  readers  have  doubtless 
perused  with  interest  the  various  accounts  given, 
at  different  times,  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  different 


tj'ibes  of  Indians.  It  has  very  naturally  been  a sub- 
ject of  surprise  to  those  not  acquainted  with  the 
cause  of  it,  that  a handful  of  these  aboriginal  savage® 
should  seek  their  own  destruction  bj  provoking  the 
indignation  and  resentment  of  their  more  powerful 
neighbors  of  these  states.  It  is  not  likely,  indeed, 
they  would  have  stirred,  but  for  the  active  exertioftg 
of  the  British  agents  on  our  frontier.  It  is  a fact  that 
the  latter  have  been  exciting  them  to  hostilities  _ 
against  the  United  States  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  for  several  years  past;  and  have  scarcely 
ever  intermitted  their  good  offices  in  this  way.  In 
the  year  1810,  a Miami  chief,  having  received  at 
Fort  Malden  his  annual  donation  of  goods  was  thus 
addressed  by  Ellicott,  the  British  agent : “ My  son, 
“ keep  your  eyes  fixed  on  me — my  tomaha-wk  is  up  s 
“ be  you  ready— but  do  not  strike  untd  I give  you 

the  signal.**  So  long  ago  as  1808  an  agent  from 
the  British  provinces  arrived  at  the  prophet’s  toWn 
and  delivered  a message,  the  substance  of  which 
was  to  urge  the  prophet  to  unite  as  many  tribes  as 
he  could  against  the  United  States  but  not  to  com- 
mence hostilities  until  they  gave  the  signal.  A great 
belt  has  lately  been  sent  round  among  those  tribes 
on  our  northern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 
them  in  a confederacy,  the  pbject  of  which  was,  as 
we  are  currently  advised,  to  confine  the  great  -wa- 
ter and  prevent  it  from  overflowing  them.”  This 
belt,  since  its  return,  was  shewn  a p eminent  British 
agent  in  that  country,  who  danced  for  joy  to  see  that 
so  many  tribes  had  joined  against  the  United  States. 
Every  account  we  receive  from  that  country  con- 
firms the  belief,  that  British  agents  among  the  In- 
dians excite  them  against  us,  and  furnish  them  with 
muskets,  powder,  ball,  provisions,  &c. 

These  facts  exhibit  so  profligate  a destitution  of 
humanity  and  principle  in  the  authors  of  the  sclieme, 
that  we  have  been  unwilling  to  place  much  confi- 
dence in  them ; but  they  are  now  confirmed  by  such 
mass  of  evidence  as  cannot  be  withstood.  If  the 
actors  in  this  drama  had  no  regard  for  their  own 
honor,  np  feeling  for  their  own  reputation,  to  deter 
them  from  this  course  of  policy,  humanity  might 
have  shielded  the  Indians  from  these  detestable  in- 
trigues of  the  British  emissaries,  which  will  we 
fear,  devote  these  dekided  natives  to  destruction, 
unless  the  exercise  of  their  natural  good  sense 
should  snatch  them  from  the  precipice  on  the  brink 
of  which  they  hover. 

Mean  while  let  jis  one  and  all  look  out  for  “ the 
signal**  which  is  to  be  given  when  the  Indians  arc 
to  strike.  [JVa?.  Intel. 

From  a speech  delivered  in  Ihe  British  house  of 
Peers,  June  13,  it  appears  in  1807,  there  were  em- 
ployed in  British  commerce,  only  42,000  British 
seamen  and  43,000  foreign  seamen ; — and  in  1809, 

29.000  British  and  43,000  foreign;  and  in  1810, 

34.000  British  and  58,000  foreign— the  foreigners 
are  denominated  “ foreign  European  seamen.” 

Died,  lately,  at  Sardinia,  Victor  Emanuel,Ym^  of 
Sicily  (as  the  newspapers  have  it,  but  we  presume 
of  Sardinia)  full  of  years  and  overwhelmed  with 
sorrows.  He  was  a subsidiary  of  England.  Victor 
Emanuel,  king  of  Sardinia,  mounted  the  throne  in 
1802,  upon  the  resignation  of  his  brother ; and 
having  joined  the  coalition  against  France,  was  the 
same  year  dethroned  of  all  his  continental  posses- 
sion, consisting  of  Savoy,  Piedmont,  &c.  now  form- 
ing certain  departments  of  the  Empire. 

A great  number  of  workmen  are  employed  in  the 
ports,  of  the  Adriatic,  in  building  ships  of  war  for 
the  Emperor  of  France.  Several  of  the  line  have 
been  launched  at  Venice,  &c. 
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** 1 wish  no  other  henJd 

**  No  other  speaker  of  my  Uviv^  actions^ 

“To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
But  such  an  honest  chronicler.  ’* 

Shakespeare — henry  viii. 


Public  Papers. 


y\s  immediately  connected  with  the  “ affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,”  noticed  in  our  last,  and  to  bring-  to 
recollection  many  important  things  which  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten,  we  are  induced  to  register 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  J^Iadisont  then 
S'xretary  of  state,  and  Mr.  Roscy  the  British 
envoy -extraordinary,  sent  out  (as  we  understood) 
chiefly  to  make  reparation  for  the  attack  on  that 
Irigate— in  which  the  American  will  recognize, 
with  pride  and  pleasure,  the  master-hand  of  his 
countryman.  But  the  history  is  humiliating. 
Mr.  Rosens  reply  shall  have  place  in  our  next. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  MR.  MADISON  AND 
MR.  ROSE. 

WashingtoTiy  January  26,  1808. 

'Sir— Having  had  the  honour  to  state  to  you, 
that  I am  expressly  excluded  by  my  instructions, 
from  entering  upon  any  negoclation  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  differences  arising  from  the  encounter 
of  his  majesty’s  ship  Leopard,  and  the  frigate  of 
the  United  States,  the  Chesapeake,  as  long  as  the 
proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  2d  of  July,  1807s  {see  page  49]  .shall  be  in 
ibrce,  I beg  leave  to  offer  you  such  farther  expla- 
nation of  the  nature  of  that  condition,  as  appears 
tome  calculated  to  place  the  motives,  under  which 
it  has  been  enjoined  to  me  thus  to  bring  it  forward, 
in  their  true  light. 

In  whatever  spirit  that  instrument  was  issued,  it 
■"h  sufficiently  obvious,  that  it  has  been  p’^oductive 
of  considerable  prejudice  to  his  majesty’s  iiitere.sts, 
as  considered  to  his  military  and  other  servants  in 
the  United  States,  to  the  honor  of  his  flag,  and  to 
the  privileges  of  his  ministers  accredited  to  the 
American  government.  Frgm  the  operation  of 
this  proclamation  have  unavoidably  resulted  eflects 
of  retaliation,  and  self-assumed  redress,  which 
might  be  held  to  affect  materially  the  question  of 
the  reparation  due  to  the  United  States,  especially 
inasmuch  as  its  execution  ha.s  been  persevered  in 
after  the  knowledge  of  his  majcst\’s  early  unequi- 
vocal, and  unsolicited  disavowal  of  the  unauthori- 
sed act  of  admiral  Berkely  •, — his  disclaimer  of  the 
pretensions  exhibited  by  that  ofliccr  to  search  the 
national  ships  ofafrien4ly  power  for  deserters,  and 
the  assui'ances  of  prompt  and  effectual  reparation, 
all  communicated  without  los.s  of  time,  to  the  mi- 
nister of  the  United  States  in  London,  so  as  not  to 
leave  a,  doubt  as  to  his  majesty’s  just  and  amicable 
intentions.  But  his  majesty,  jnaking  every  allow- 
ance for  the  irritation  which  was  excited,  and  the 
misapprehensions  wliich  existed,  has  authosired  me 
to  proceed  in  the  negociation  upon  the  sole  discon- 
tinuance  of  measures  of  so  inim  ical  a tendency. 

You  are  aware,  sir,  that  any  delay  wliich  may 
have  arisen  in  the  adjustment  of  the  present  differ- 
f^r.ces,  is  not  imputable  tc  ap  intention  of  proens- 


tination  on  the  part  of  his  majesty’s  government 
on  the  contrary,. its  anxiety  to  terminate  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible  the  discussion  of  a matter  so  in- 
tere.sting  to  both  nations,  has  been  evinced  by  tlie 
communications  made  by  Mr.  serret.ary  Canning 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  before  that  minister  of  the  United 
States  was  even  informed  of  the  encounter,  and 
now  by  the  promptitude  with  wliich  it  has^  dispatch- 
ed a special  mission  to  this  country,  for  that  express 
purpo.se. 

I can  have  no  difficulty  in  stating  anew  to  you, 
with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  my  instructions, 
calculated  as  they  are  to  insure  an  honorable  ad- 
justment of  the  important  point  in  question,  and  to 
remove  the  impressions  which  the  late  cause  of  dif- 
ferences may  have  excited  in  the  minds  of  this  na- 
tion that  I am  authorised  to  express  my  conviction 
that  they  are  such  as  will  enable  iiic  tq  terminate 
the  negociation  amicably  and  satis tact6*'dy. 

Having  learnt  from  you,  sir,  th.i^^j!V'’^'^solely  as  a 
measure  of  precaution  the  provisions  of  the  procla-. 
mation  are  now  enforced,  I mustpersuAde  myself, 
that  a due  consideration  of  his  maje.sfy’s  coriduot 
in  this  transaction,  will  remove  as  welt  as  any  misap- 
prehensions which  may  be  entertained  respecting 
his  majesty’s  disposition  towards  the  United  States, 
as  the  grounds  upon  which  that  enforcement  rests, 
and  the  more  so,  as  it  has  long  been  a matter  of 
notoriety,  that  the  orders  issued  to  the  officers  of 
his  majesty’s  navy,  in  liis  proclamation  of  the  16th 
October,  1807,  afforded  ample  security,  that  no  at- 
tempt can  again  be  imuie  to  assert  a pretension, 
which  his  majesty  from  the  first  disavowed. 

I may  add,  that  if  his  majesty  has  not  commimd- 
ed  me  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  other  causes 
of  complaint,  stated  to  arise  from  the  conduct  of 
bis  naval  commanders  in  these  seas,  prior  to  th^^ 
encounter  of  the  Leopard  and  the  Chesapeake,  it 
was  because  it  has  been  deemed  improper  to  mingle 
them,  whatever  m.ay  be  their  merits,  with  the  pre^ 
sent  matter,  so  much  more  interesting  and  impor- 
tant in  its  nature ; an,  opinion  originally  and  distinct- 
ly exiircssed  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  assented  to  by  Mr 
Secretary  Canning.  But,  if,  upon  this  more  recent 
.and  more  weighty  matter  Qfdiscussion^  upon  which 
the  proclamation  mainly  and  materially  rests,  his 
m.ijcsiy’s  amicable  intentions  are  unequivocally 
evinced,  it  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  no  hostile  dis- 
po.sition  can  be  supposed  to  exi.st  on  his  part,  nor 
can  any  views  be  attributed  to  ;his  government, 
such  as  requiring  to  lie  counteracted  by  measures 
of  precaution,  could  be  deduced  freja  transac*. 
tions  which  preceded  that  encounter. 

In  offering  these  elucidations,  1 should  ob.serve 
that  the  view  in  which  I haY-e^rought  forward  the 
preliminary,  which  I have  specified,  is  neither  as  to 
demand  concession  or  redress,  as  for  a.  wropg 
committed  ; into  such  the  claim  to  a discf  |tinnance 
of  hostile  provisions  cannot  be  constru.'  d;  but  it 
is  simply  to  require  .ji,  cessation  of. iniit% 
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rious  in  their  effect^,  acnd  \Thich  if  pei-sisted  in, 
esi^ecially  after  these  explimations,  must  evince  a 
spirit  of  hostility,  under  which  bis  majesty  could 
not  authorise  the  prosecution  of  the  presetti.  negoci- 
ation  either  consistently  with  his  own  honor,  or 
with  any  well  founded  expectation  of  the  renewal  or 
duration  of  that  good  understanding  Between  tlife 
two  countries,  which  it  is  equally  the  interests  of 
both  to  foster  and  to  ameliorate. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideia  ion,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant  (Signed)  G.  H.  ROSE. 

COPY. 

department  of  Sttit'e,  Jtfarch  5,  1808. 

Stn— I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  lay 
before  the  president,  your  letter  of  the  26th  Janua- 
ry, in  which  you  state  that  you  are  “expressly 
precluded  by  your  instructions  from  entering  upon 
any  negociation  for  the  adjustment  of  the  differences 
arising  ffbip  the  encounter  of  Ids  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s ship  Lhopard,  and  the  frigate  of  the  United 
States,  the  Chesapeake,  as  long  as  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  2d  of  July,  1807,  shall 
continue  in  force.” 

This  demand,  sir,  might  justly  suggest  the  sim^^ 
pie  answer,  that  before  the  proclamation  of  the 
Pi'esident  could  become  a subject  of  consideration, 
satisfaction  should  be  made  for  the  acknowledged 
aggi’essioh  v/hich  preceded  it.  This  is  eividently 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  time,  to  the  order  of  rea- 
son, and  if  fLmay  be  added,  to  the  order  of  usagO, 
as  maintairt!;d'by  Great  Britain,  whenever  jh  analo- 
gous cases,  she  has  been  the  complaifig  party. 

But  as  yt)u  have  subjoined  to  the  prelnri inary, 
demand,  certain  explanations,  with  a view  doubtless 
to  obviate  such  &n  answer,  it  will  best  accord  witfc 
the  candor  of  tlie  pres  dent,  to  meet  them  with 
such  a review  of  the  whole  subject  as  will  present 
solid  grounds  on  which  he  regards  such  a demand 
as  inadmissible. 

I begin  with  the  occurrences  from  which  the 
proclamation  of  July  2d,  resulted.  These  are  in 
general  terms  referred,  to,  by  the  instrument  itself. 
A more  particular  notice  of  the  most  important  of 
them  will  here  be  in  place. 

Passing  over  then,  the  habitual  but  minor  irregu- 
larities ofhis  Britannic  majesty’s  ships  of  war,  in 
making  the  hospitalities  of  our  ports  subservient  to 
the  annoyance  of  our  trade, both  inward  and  outward, 
a pr  actice  not  only  contrary  to  the  principles  of  pub- 
lic *lav.',  but  expressly  contrary  to  British  ordinan- 
ces enforced  during  maritime  wars,  to  which  .she 
bore  a neutral  relation  ; I am  constrained,  unwel- 
come as  the  task  is,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing more  prominent  instaiices. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1804,  the  British  fri- 
gate, the  Cambrian,  with  other  cruisers  in  compa- 
ny, entered  the  Harbor  ofNew-York.  The  comman- 
der, captain  Bradley,  in  violation  of  the  port  laws, 
relating  both  to  health  and  revenue . caused  a mer- 
chant vessel  just  arrived,  and  confessedly  within 
the  limits  and  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  boarded  by  persons  under  his  com- 
mand, who,  after  resisting  the  olncers  of  the  port, 
in  the  legal  exercise  of  their  functions,  actually  im- 
pressed and  carried  off  a number  of  seamen  and 
pas.seflgers  iiito  the  service  of  the  sliips  of  war.  On 
an  appeal  to  his  voluntai-y  respect  to  the  laws, 
he  first  failed  to  give  up  the  offenders  to  justice, 
and  finally  repelled  the . officer  charged  with  the 
regular  process  for  this^ptirpoSe. 

This  procedure  Was  riot  only  a fiagrant  insult  to 
the  stn'ereignty  of  tjje  nation,  "but  an  iiifraction  on 


its  neutrality  ali/o,  which  did  hot  permit  a belliger- 
ent ship^  thus  to  augment  its  force  within  the  neu- 
tral terntory. 

To.  finish  fhe  sceiie,  this  comm arider  went  so  far 
as  to  declare,  iii  an  official  letter,  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  ofhis  Britannic  majesty,  and  by 
him  communicated  to  this  government,  that  he 
considered  his  ship,  whilst  lying  in  the  harbor  of 
NeW-York  as  having  dominion  around  her,  within 
■ the’  distance  of  her  buoys.  All  these  circumstances 
were  duly  made  known  to  the  British  government 
in  just  expectation  of  honorable  reparation.  None 
has  ever  been  offered.  Captain  Bradley  was  advan- 
ced from  his  frigate  to  the  command  of  a ship  of 
the  line. 

At  a subsequent  period,  several  British  frigates, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  "Whitby,  of  the 
Leandei*,  pursuing  the  practice  ,by  vexing  the  in-' 
ward  and  outward  trade  of  our  ports,  and  hovering 
for  that  purpose  about  the  entraiice  of  that  of  New- 
York,  closed  a series  of  irregularities,  with  an  at- 
tempt to  arrest  a coasting  vessel,  oh  board  of  which 
an  Ariierican  citizen  was  killed  by  a cannon  ball 
which  entered  the  vessel,  whilst  lying  within  less 
than  a mile  from  the  shore. 

The  blood  of  a citizen  thus  murdered,  in  a trade 
from  one  to  another  port  of  his  own  country,  and 
within  the  sanctuary  of  its  territorial  jurisdiction, 
could  riot  fail  to  arouse  the  sertsibility  of  the  public, 
and  to  make  a solemn  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
British  government.  The  case  was  presented  morer 
over  to  that  government  by  this,  in  the  accent  which 
it  required  ; and  with  due  confidence  that  the  of- 
fender Would  receive  the  exemplary  punishment 
Which  he  deserved.  That  there  might  be  no  failure 
of  a legal  proof  of  a fact  sufficiently  notorious  of  it- 
self, unexceptionable  witnesses  to  establish  it  were 
sent  to  Great  Britain  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States. 

Captain  Whitby  was,  notwithstanding,  honorably 
acquitted ; no  animadversion  took  place  ou  any 
other  officer  belonging  to  the  squadron  ; nor  has 
any  apology  or  explanation  been  made  since  the 
trial  was  over,  as  a conciliatory  offering  to  the  dis- 
appointment of  this  country  at  such  a result 

A case  of  another  cliaractcr  occurred  in  the  month 
of  September  1806.  Tl.e  Tmpeteux,  a French  ship 
of  74 guns,  w'hen  agionnd  within  a few  hundred 
yards  of  the  shore  of  Xorth  Carolina,  and  therefore 
visibly  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  and  hospi- 
table protection  of  the  United  States,  was  fired 
upon,  boarded  and  burnt,  from  three  British  ships 
of  war,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Douglas. 
Having  completed  this  outrage  on  the  sovereignty 
and  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  the  British  com  1 
mander  felt  no  scruple  in  proceeding  thence,  into 
the  waters  near  Norfolk,  nor  in  the  midst  of  the 
hospitalities  enjoyed  by  him  to  add  to  what  had 
passed,  a refusal  to  discharge  from  his  ships,  im- 
pressed citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  denied  to 
be  such;  on  the  plea,  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  refused  to  surrender  to  the  demand 
of  admiral  Berkely,  certain  seamen  alledged  to  be 
British  deserters  ; a demand,  which  it  is  well  under- 
stood, your  government  declaims  any  right  to  make. 

It  would  be  very-  superfluous  to  dwell  on  the  fea- 
tures which  marked  this  aggravated  insult. - ButT 
must  be  permitted  to  remind  you,  tliat  in  so  serious  a 
light  was  a similar  violation  of  neuti*al  territory  by 
the  destruction  of  certain  French  ships  on  the  coast 
of  Portugal  by  a British  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Boscawan,  regarded  by  the  court 
of  Great  Britain,  tliat  a minister  extraordinary 
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was  dispatched  fbr  the  express  fiurpose  of  expiat- 
ing the  aggression  on  the  sovereignty  of  a friendly 
power. 

Lastly  presents  itself  the  attack  by  the  British 
ship  of  war  Leopard,  on  the  American  frigate 
Chesapeake,  a case  too  familiar  in  all  its  circum- 
stances to  need  a recital  of  any  part  of  them.  It  is 
sufficient  to  remark,  that  the  conclusive  evidence 
which  had  preceded  of  the  \incontroled  excesses 
of  the  British  naval  commanders,  in  insulting  our 
sovereigntyand  abusing  our  hospitality,  determin- 
ed the  president  to  extend  to  all  British  armed 
ships,  the  precaution  heretofore  applied  to  a few  by 
name,  of  interdicting  to  them  the  use  and  privileges 
<if  our  harbors  and  waters. 

This  was  done  by  his  proclamation  of  July  2. 

■ 1807,  referring  to  the  series  of  occurrences,  ending 
with  the  aggression  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  as 
the  considerations  requiring  it.  And  if  the  appre- 
hension from  the  licentious  spii*it  of  t)ie  British  naval 
commanders,  thus  developed  and  uncontroled, 
which  led  to  this  measure  of  precaution,  could  need 
other  justification  than  was  afforded  by  what  had 
passed,  it  would  be  amply  found  in  the  subsequent 
Conduct  of  the  ships  imder  the  command  of  the 
same  captain  Douglas. 

This  officer,  neither  admonished  by  reflection  on 
the  crisis  produced  by  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, nor  controled  by  respect  for  the  law  of 
nations,  or  the  laws  of  the  land,  did  not  cease  with, 
in  our  waters  to  bring  to,  by  firing  at  vessels  pur- 
suing their  regular  course  of  trade ; and  in  the  same 
spirit  which  had  displayed  itself  in  the  recent  out- 
rage committed  on  the  American  frigate,  he  not 
only  indulged  himself  in  hostile  threats,  and  in  in- 
dications of  a hostile  approach  to  Norfolk,  but  actu- 
ally obstructed  our  citizens  in  the  ordinary  com- 
munications between  that  and  neighboring  places. 
Ills  proceedings  constituted  in  fact  a blockade  of 
the  port,  and  as  real  an  invasion  of  the  country . 
according  to  the  extent  of  his  force,  as  if  troops  had 
been  debarked,  8c  the  town  besieged  on  the  land  side. 

Was  it  possible  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  a nation, 
who  felt  for  its  rights  and  its  honor,  to  do  less  tha 
interpose  some  measure  of  precaution,  at  leas, 
against  the  repetition  of  enormities  which  had  been 
so  long  uncontroled  by  the  government  whose  offi 
cers  had  committed  them,  and  which  had  at  last 
taken  the  exorbitant  shape  of  hostility  and  of  in- 
sult seen  in  the  attack  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake  ^ 
Candor  will  pronounce  that  less  could  not  be  done  ; 
and  it  will  as  readily  admit  that  the  proclamation 
comprising  that  measure,  could  not  have  bi-eathed 
a more  temperate  spirit,  nor  spoken  in  a more  be- 
coming tone.  How  far  it  has  received  from  those, 
whose  intrusion.?  it  prohibited,  the  respect  due  to 
the  national  authority,  or  been  made  the  occasion 
of  new  indignities,  needs  no  explanation. 

The  president  having  interposed  this  precaution 
avy  interdict,  lostno  time  in  instructing  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  to  repre- 
sent the  British  government  the  slgm^aggression 
which  had  been  coniinitted  on  their  sovereignty 
and  their  flag,  and  to  require  satisfaction  due  for  it ; 
indulging  the  expectation  that  his  Brltaimic  majesty 
vvould  at  once  perceive  it  to  be  the  truest  magna- 
pimity,  as  well  as  the  strictest  justice,  to  offertliat 
prompt  and  full  expiation  of  an  acknowledged 
wrong  which  w’ould  re-establish  and  imprcprcylpoth 
in  fact  and  in  feeling,  the  state  of  things  which  dt 
had  violated. 

This  expectation  was  considered  as  not  only 
•honorable  to  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty,  but  was 
«(uppoTt€d  by  known  exampie.s,  in  Which  hdng 


complaining  party,  he  had  required  and  obtained, 
as  a preliroinary  to  any  counter  complaints  whate- 
ver, a precise  replacement  of  things,  in  every  prac- 
ticable circumstance,  in  their  pre. existing  situation,. 

Thus  in  the  year  1764,  Bermudas  and  other 
British  subjects,  who  had  according  to  annual  cus- 
tom, taken  possession  of  Turk’s  Island  for  the  sea- 
son of  making  salt,  having  been  forcibly  removed 
with  their  vessels  by  a French  detachment  f rom 
the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  to  which  Turk’s  Island 
was  alledged  to  be  an  appurtenance,  the  British 
ambassador  at  Paris,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  his  government,  demanded,  as  a satisfai^  ion 
for  the  violence  committed,  that  the  proceedings 
should  be  disavowed,  the  intention  of  acquir  :ig 
Turk’s  Island  disclaimed,  orders  given  for  the 
immediate  abandonment  of  it  on  the  part  of  llie 
French,  every  thing  restored  to  the  condition  lu 
which  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  aggression,  and  repa- 
ration made  of  the  damages  which  any  British  sub- 
jects should  be  found  to  have  sustained,  according 
to  an  estimation  to  be  settled  between  the  gover- 
nors of  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica.  A compliance 
with  the  whole  of  this  demand  was  the  result. 

Again  : — In  the  year  1789,  certain  English  mer- 
chants having  opened  a trade  at  Nootka  Sound,  on 
the  north-west  coast  of  America,  and  attempted  a 
settlement  at  that  place,  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
long  claimed  that  part  of  the  world  as  their  exclu- 
sive property,  dispatched  a frigate  from  Mexico, 
which  captured  the  two  English  vessels  engaged  in 
the  trade  and  broke  up  the  settlement  on  the  coast. 
The  Spanish  government  was  the  first  to  complain, 
in  this  case,  of  the  intrusion  committed  by  the 
British  merchants.  The  British  government, 
however,  demanded  that  the  vessels  taken  by  the 
Spanish  frigate  should  be  restored,  and  adequate 
satisfaction  granted, /irerioK.9  to  any  other  discussion. 

This  demand  prevailed ; the  Spanish  government 
agreeing  to  make  full  restoration  of  the  captured 
vessels,  and  to  indemnify  the  parties  interested  hi 
them  for  the  losses  sustained.  They  restored  also 
die  buildings  and  tracts  of  land,  of  which  the  Bri- 
tish subjects  had  been  dispossessed.  The  British 
however,  so(4*  gave  a pi’oof  of  the  little  value  they 
set  on  tlie  possession,  by  a voluntary  dereliction, 
under  which  it  has  since  remained. 

The  case  which  will  be  noted  last,  though  of  a 
date  prior  to  the  case  of  Nootlca  sound,  is  that  of 
Falkland’s  Islands.  These  lie  about  100  league;i 
eastward  of  the  streiglits  of  Magellan,  I'he  title  to 
them  had  been  a subject  of  controversy  among  seve- 
ral of  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  From  the 
position  of  the  islands,  and  other  circumstances, 
the  pretension  of  Spain  bore  an  advantageous  com- 
parison with  those  of  her  competitors.  In  the 
year  1770,  the  British  took  possession  of  Port  Eg- 
mont,  in  one  of  the  islands ; tlie  Spaniard*  be- 
i ng  at  the  time  in  possession  of  another  part,  and 
protesting  against  a settlement  by  the  Britisli. — 
The  protest  being  without  effect,  ships  and  troops 
were  sent -from  Beiinos  Ayres,  by  the  governor  of 
that  place,  which  forcibly  dispossessed  and  drove 
ofl’the  British  settlers. 

The  British  government  looking  entirely  to  the 
dispossession  by  force,  demanded  as  a spec  fic  con,- 
dition  of  preserving  harmony  between'  the  two 
courts,  not  only  the  disavoit^al  of  the  Spanish  pro- 
ceedings ; but  that  the  affairs  of  that  settlement 
-should  be  immediately  restored  to  the  precise  state 
in  which  they  were  previous  to  the  act.of  dispossea 
sion.  The  Spanish  government  made  sbme.  difli 
cuHies  ; requising  particularly  a disavowal  on  the 
part  of  of -Che  c-ondinst  of-fipp  affi* 
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c^r  at  Falkknd’g  Islands  which  it  was  alledged,  gave 
occasion  to  the  steps  taken  by  theSpanish  gover- 
nor: and  proposing  an  adjustment  by  mutual  stipu- 
lations in  the  ordinary  form. 

The  reply  was,  that  the  moderation  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  having  limit'ced  his  demand  to  the 
smallest  reparation  he  could  accept  fpr  the  injury 
done,  nothing  was  left  for  discussion  but  the  mode 
of  canying  the  disavowal  and  the  restitution  into 
I execution  repiXratmi  losing  its^alue  if  it  be  condi- 
tionaly  and  to  be  obtained  by  any  stipulation  whate- 
ver from  the  part  injured. 

The  Spanish  government  yielded.  The  violent 
proceedings  of  its  officers  were  disovowed.  The 
tort,  the  port  and  every  thing  else  were  agreed  to 
be  immediately  restored  to  the  precise  situation 
'vliich  had  been  disturbed  ; and  duplicates  of  or- 
ders issued  for  the  purpose  to  the  Spanish  officers, 
were  delivered  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  British 
princmal  secretaries  of  state.  Here  again  it  is  to  be 
remaned,  that  satisfaction  havhig  been  made  for 
the  forcible  dispossession,  the'  islands,  lost  their 
importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  goveniment, 
were  in  a short /time  finally  evacuated,  and  Port 
Egmont  remains  with  every  other  part  of  them  in 
the  hands  of  Spain. 

Could  stronger  pledges  have  been  given  than 
are  here  found,  than  an  honorable  and  instant  re-^ 
paration  would  be  made,  dift'enng  no  otherwise 
from  those  recited,  than  as  it  furnished  to  the  same 
■monarch  of  a great  nation,  an  opportunity  to  prove, 
that  adhering  always  to  the  same  immutable  prin- 
ciple, he  W’as  as  ready  to  do  right  to  others,  as  to 
require  it  for  himself. 

He  turning  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
i am  to  observe,  that  the  President  thought  it  just 
and  expedient  to  insert,  as  a necessary  ingredient 
in  the  adjustment  of  the  outrage  committed  on  the 
American  frigate,  a security  against  the  future 
practice  of  British  naval  commanders,  in  impres- 
sing from  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  on 
the  high  seas,  such  of  their  crews  as  they  might 
undertake  to  denominate  British  subjects. 

To  this  association  of  the  two  sub  lets  the  presi- 
dent was  determined,  1st,  by  his  regarding  both  as 
resting  on  kindred  principles,  immunity  of  private 
ships,  With  the  known  exception  made  by  the  law 
of  nations,  being  so  well  established  as  that  of 
public  ships,  and  there  being  no  pretext  for  includ- 
ing in  these  exceptions  the  impressment  (if  it  could 
be  freed  from  its  enormous  and  notorious  abuses) 
of  the  subjects  ofa  belligerent  by  the  officers  of  that 
belligerent.-  The  rights  of  a belligerent,  against 
the  ^hipt  of  a neutral  nation,  accrue  merely  from 
the  relation  of  the  neutral  to  the  other  belliger- 
ent, as  in  convejnng  to  him  contraband  of  war,  or  in 
supplying  ablockaded  port. 

, The  claim  ofa  belligerent  to  search  for  and  seize 
on  board  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  persons 
under  Ills  allegiance,  does  not  therefore  rest  on 
any  belligerent  right  under  the  laws  of  nations,  but 
on  a prerogative  derived  from  municipal  law  ; and 
involves  the  extravagant  supposition,  that  one  na- 
tion h?ls  a right  to  execute  at  times  and  in  all  cases 
its  municipal  laws  and  regulations.  On  board  the 
ships  of  another  nation,  not  being  within  its  terri- 
torial limUs,. 

1 lie  prcsidentyras  ledto  the  same  determination, 
2ndly,  by  his  desire  of  cehverting  a particular  ihei- 
dent/^into  an,  occasion  for  removing  another  and 
more  extensw^e  source  of  danger  to  the  harmony  of 
the  two  countries and  3dly,  by  his  persuasion 
that  the  liberality  of  the  propositions  authorised 


w’ith  this  view  would  not  fail  to  induce  the 
concurrence  of  his  Britannic  majesty  ; and  that  the 
more  extensive  source  of  irritation  and  perplexity 
being  removed,  a satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  par- 
ticular incident  would  be  less  difficult.  The  pre- 
sident still  thinks  that  such  would  have  been  tlie 
tendency  of  the  mode  for  which  he  had  provided ; 
arid  cannot  therefore  but  regret  that  the  door  was 
shut  against  the  experiment,  by  the  peremptory  re- 
fusal of  Mr.  Canning  to  admit  it  into  discussion, 
even  in  the  most  informal  manner,  as  suggested  by 
IMr.  Munroe. 

The  president  felt  the  greater  regp*et  as  tlie  step 
he  had  taken  towards  a more  enlarged  and  lasting 
accommodation  became  thus  a bar  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  particular  and  recent  aggression  that  had  been 
committed  agairist  the  United  States.  He  found 
however  an  alleviation,  in  the  signified  purpose  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  to  charge  with  this  adjust- 
ment a special  mission  to  the  United  States,  which 
restricted  as  it  was,  seemed  to  indicate  a disposition 
from  which  a liberal  and  conciliatory  arran^ment 
of  one  great  object,  at  least,  might  be  confidently 
expected. 

In  this  confidence  your  arrival  was  awaited  with 
very  friendly  solicitude  ; and  our  first  interviavr 
having  opened  the  way,  by  an  acquiescence  in  the 
separation  of  the  two  cases  insisted  on  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  notwithstanding  the  strong  ground 
on  which  they  had  been  united  by  the  president,  it 
was  not  to  be  doubted  that  a tender  of  the  satisfac- 
tion claimed  by  the  United  States,  for  a distinguish- 
ed and  acknowledged  insult,  by  one  of  his  officers, 
would  immediately  follow. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  witliout  a very  painful  sur- 
prise, that  the  error  of  this  expectation  was  disco- 
vered. Instead  of  the  satisfaction  due  from  the  ori- 
ginal aggressor,  it  was  announced  that  the  first 
step  towards  the  adjustment  must  proceed  from  the 
party  injured  ; and  vour  letter  now  before  me,  for- 
mally repeats,  that  as  loiig  as  the  proclamation  ov 
the  president,  wliich  issued  on  the  2d  July,  1807, 
shall  be  in  force,  it  will  be  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  a negociatian,  even  on  the  subject  of  the  aggres- 
sion v/hich  precluded  it;  in  other  words,  that  thi^  • 
protiamation  must  be  put  out  of  force,  before  an 
adjustment  of  the  aggression  can  be  taken  into  dis- 
cussion. 

In  explaining  the  grounds  of  this  extraordinary 
demand,  it  is  alledged  to  be  supported  by  the  con- 
sideration that  the  proceeding  and  pretepsion  of  the 
offending  officer  has  been  disavowed  ; that  generel 
assurances  are  giving  of  a disposition  and  intent iou 
in  his  Britannic  mrqesty  to  make  satisfaction  ; tliav 
a special  minister  was  dispatched  with  proinpitude 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  efiect  this  disposi- 
t'on  ; and  that  you  have  a pvrsonal  conviction  that 
the  particular  terms,  which  you  are  not  at  liberty 
previotisly  to  disclose,  will  lie  deemed  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  satisfactory. 

With  respect  to  the  disavowal,  it  would  be  unjust 
not  to  regard  it  as  a proof  of  candor  and  amity 
towards  the  United  States,  and  as  some  presage  of 
the  voluntary  reparation  which  it  implied  to  be  due- 
But  the  disavowal  can  be  the  less  confounded  with 
the  reparation  itself;  since  it  was  sufficiently  requir- 
ed by  the  respect  which  Great  Britain  owed  to  her 
own  honour ; it  being  impossible  that  an  enlighten- 
ed government,  had  hostility  been  meditated,  would 
have  commenced  it  in  such  a manner,  and  in  the 
midst  of  existing  professions  ofpeace  & friendsbij}- 
She  owed  it  also  to  consistency  with  a disavowal  on 
a former  occasion,  in  which  the  pretension  had  been 
enforced  by  a British  squudrop,  ci^ainsl  the  sjoop  of 
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Baltimore,  belonging  to  the  United  States  ; 
andhnaliy  to  the  interest  which  Great  Britain  has 
more  than  any  othei  nation,  in  disclaiming  a princi- 
ple which  would  expose  her  superior  nuinber  ot 
ships  of  war,  to  so  many  indignities  from  inferior 
navies. 

As  little  can  the  general  assurances  that  repai-a* 
tion  would  be  made,  claim  a return  which  could 
properly  follow  the  actual  repai’ation  only.  They 
cannot  amount  to  more  than  a disposition,  or  at 
most  a promise  to  do  what  the  aggressor  may  deem 
a fulhlment  of  his  obligation.  They  do  not  prove 
even  a disposition  to  do  what  may  be  satisfactory  to 
the  injured  party,  who  cannot  hale  less  than  an  equal 
right  to  decide  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  redress. 

In  dispatchings  special  minister  for  the  purpose 
of  adjusting  the  differences,  the  United  States  ought 
cheerfully  to  acknowledge  all  the  proof  it  affoiffs 
on  the  port  of  his  Bntamiic  majesty,  of  his  pacific 
views  towards  them,  and  of  his  respect  for  their 
friend  siiip.  But  whilst  they  could  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  allow  to  the  measure  more  than  a 
certain  participation  in  an  honorable  reparation,  it 
is  to  be  recollected  that  the  avowal  and  primary 
object  of  the  mission  w’as  to  substitute  for  the  more 
extended  adjustment  proposed  by  the  United  States, 
at  London,  a separation  of  the  subject,  as  preferred 
by  his  Britannic  majesty ; and  you  well  know,  sir, 
how  fully  this  object  was  accomplished. 

With  respect  to  the  personal  conviction  which 
you  have  expressed,  that  the  terms  which  you  de- 
cline to  disclose,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  United 
States,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  observe,  that  with 
the  highest  respect  for  your  judgment,  and  the  most 
perfect  confidence  in  your  sincerity,  an  inseparable 
objection  manifestly  lies  to  the  acceptance  of  a 
personal  and  unexplained  opinion,  in  place  of  a 
disclosure  which  would  enable  this  government  to 
exercise  its  own  judgment  in  a case  affecting  so 
essentially  its  honoi*  and  its  rights.  Such  a course 
of  proceeding  would  be  without  example;  and 
there  can  be  no  hazard  in  saying  that  one  will  never 
be  atlbrdcd  by  a government  which  respects  itself 
as  much  as  yours  justly  does  ; and  therefore  can 
never  be  reasonably  expected  from  one  which  re 
spects  itself  as  much  as  this  has  a right  to  do- 

I forbear,  sir,  to  enlarge  on  the  intrinsic  incon- 
gruity of  the  Expedient  proposed.  But  I must  be 
allowed  to  i*emark,  as  an  additional  admonition  of 
the  singular  and  mortifying  plerplexity  in  which 
compliance  might  involve  the  president,  that  there 
are  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  communicating  to 
Mn.  Monroe  the  special  mission  to  the  United  States, 
pregnant  indications  that  other  questions  and  con- 
ditions may  have  been  contemplated,  which  would 
be  found  utterly  in-econcilable  with  the  sentiments 
of  this  nation. 

If  neither  any  r.or  all  of  these  considerations  can 
sustain  the  preliminary  demand  made  in  yonr  com- 
munication, it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  such 
a demand  rests  with  gTcater  advantage  on  the  more 
precise  ground  on  which  you  finally  seem  to 
place  it. 

The  proclamation  !s  considered  as  a hostile  mea- 
sure, and  a discontinuance  of  it,  as  due  to  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  aggressions  which  fed  to  it. 

It  has  been  sufficiently  shewn  that  the  proclama- 
tion, as  appears  on  tlie  face  of  it  was  produced  by 
a train  of  occm-rences  terminating  in  the  attack  on 
the  American  frigate,  and  not  by  this  last  alone. — 
To  a demand,  llierefore,  that  the  proclamation  be 
sevoked,  it  would  be  perfectly  fair  to  oppose  p. 
demand  that  redress  be  first  g-iven  for  the  numerous 
irregvds.!“it;?5  wht*'h  pcced^ed  the  aggression  on  the’ 


American  frigate,  as  well  as  for  tins  particular 
aggression,  and  that  effectual  coutrcl  be  intcrposctl 
against  repetitions  of  them.  And  as  no  such  re- 
dress has  been  given  for  the  past,  notwithstaiuling 
the  laspe  of  time  which  has  taken  place,  nor  any 
such  security  for  the  future,  notwithstanding  tlic 
undim  in.  shed  reasonableness  of  it,  it  follows,  that  a 
continuance  of  tlie  proclamation  would  be  consist- 
ent with  the  entire  discontinuance  of  one  only  of 
tlie  occurences  from  which  it  preceded. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  avail  the  argument  (ff 
this  view  of  the  case,  alUiough  of  itself  entirely  con- 
clusive. Had  the  proclamation  been  founded  on 
the  single  aggression  committed  on  the  Chesapeake, 
and  were  it  admitted  that  the  discontinuance  of  th.at 
aggression  merely,  gave  a claim  to  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  proclamation,  the  claim  would  be  de- 
feated, by  the  incontestible  fact,  th.at  that  aggression 
lias  not  been  discontinued.  It  has  never  ceaiied  to 
exist ; and  is  in  exis'.cnce  at  this  very  moment. — 
Need  I remind  you,  sir,  that  the  seizure  and  ex- 
portatioa  or  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  crew  of 
the  Chesapeake,-  entered  into  tlie  very  essence  df 
that  aggression  ; that  with  an  exception  of  the  vic- 
tim,to  a trial,  forbidden  by  the  most  solemn  consid- 
erations, and  greatly  aggravating  the  guilt  of  its 
author,  the  seamen  in  question  arc  stiil  retaince]* 
and  consequently  the  aggi'essicn,  if  in  no  other  re- 
spect, is  by  that  act  alone,  continued  and  in  force  ^ 

If  the  views  tvhich  have  been  taken  of  the  subject 
have  the  justness  w'hich  they  claim,  they  will  ha\*e 
shewn  that  on  no  ground  whatever  can  an  anmit- 
mentof  the  proclamation  of  July  Ixi  reasonably’- 

with 


required  as  a preliminary  to  the  m-gockition  wit 
which  you  ai-e  charged.  On  the  contrary,  it  clear- 
ly results,  from  a recurrence  to  the  causes  and  ob- 
ject of  the  proclamation,  that,  as  was  at  first  Intiiru- 
ted,  the  sfrongest  .sanctions  of  Great  Britain  her- 
self would  supixirt  the  deir.iJid,  tliat  previous  to  the 
discussion  of  the  procloinatlon,  due  satisfactiim 
should  be  made  to  ths  United  States ; this  STt- 
tisfactioii  ought  to  extend  to  all  tlie  wrongs  which 
preceded  and  produced  that  act;  and  that  even  li- 
miting the  merits  of  the  question  to  the  sing'le  rela- 
tion of  the  pi-oclamiation  to  the  wrong  committed 
in  the  attack,  on  the  American  frigate,  and  deciding 
the  question  on  the  principle  that  a discontimianc* 
of  the  latter,  re^juired  of  right  a dLscontinuance  eff 
the  former,  notliing  appear.s  that  docs  not  leave  suck 
a prelimina.’-y  destitute  of  every  foundation  which 
couldbe  assumed  for  it. 

With  a right  to  draw  this  conclu-sion  the  presi- 
dent might  have  instructed  me  to  close  this  commu- 
nication, with  the  reply  stated  in  the  beginning  of 
it;  and  perhaps  in  taking  tliis  course,  he  would  op-: 
ly  have  consulted  that  semsibility  to  which  most  go- 
vern incnts  would,  in  such  a case,  have  yielded. •f- 
But  adhering  to  the  moderation,  by  which  lie.  'has 
been  invai-iably  guided,  and  anxioms  to  rescue  iJie 
two  nations  from  the  circumstances  upder  which 
an  abortive  issue  to  3'our  mission  necessarily  places 
them,  he  has  autliorised  me,  in  the  event  of  vour 
disclosing  the  terms  of  reparation  \v.‘*.ch  you  believe 
will  be  satisfactory,  and  on  its  appearing  tli^at  t^py 
are  so,  to  consider  this  evidence  of  the  justice  of 
his  Britannic  majesty  a.s  a pledge  for  an  effectual 
interposition  with  respect  to  all  the  abuses,  against 
a recurrence  of  which  the  proclamation  was  nieant 
to  provide ; and  to  proceed  to  concert  with  y.ou  a 
a revocation  of  that  act,  bearing  date  with  the  act  <?f 
reparation  to  which  Uie  United  States  are  entllled. 

I am  not  aware,  sir,  that  according  to  the  vieW 
which  you  appear  to  have  taken  of  your  insiruc- 
tiunSj.  such  a f cf  pieceediisg-  lihis  besa 


78 


TUB  WEEKLY  HEGISTEH— AMERICAN  STATISTICS. 


CfHitemplatcd  by  them.  In  a spirit,  in  which  I am 
well  persuaded  it  v/ill  be  made,  may  discover  them 
la  be  not  inflexible  to  a proposition," in  so  high  a de- 
gree liberal  and  conciliatory.  In  every  event,  the 
president  will  have  manifested  his  willingness  to 
meet  your  government  on  aground  of  accommoda- 
tion, which  spares  every  concession,  not  essen- 
tially due  to  those  which  must  be  equally  respected, 
and  consequently  will  have  demonstrated  that  the; 
very  illegible  posture  given  to  so  important  a subject 
rn  the  relations  of  the  two  countries,  by  tlxe  Unsuc- 
cessful termination  of  your  mission,  can  be  refer- 
red to  no  other  source  than  the  rigorous  restrictions 
under  which  it  was  to  be  executed. 

1 make  no  apology,  sir,  for  the  long  interval  be- 
tween the  date  of  your  letter  and  that  under  which 
I now  write,  it  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  your 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances,  to  which  the 
delay  is  to  be  ascribed. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

' Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sighed)  JAMES  MADISON. 

Geohge  H.  Kose,  Esa- 
llis  Britannic  majesty* s minister y &c.  &c.&c. 


New  York  Statisticks. 

.d  brief  Topographical  and  Statistical  Manual  of  the 
state  of  A exo-York — by  Sterling  Goodenoxv. 
(from  a kew-tork  paper.) 

This  Manual,  which  the  author  informs  us,  he 
originally  compiled  for  his  own  use,  comprises 
within  a very  small  compass,  more  topographical 
.and  statistical  information  respecting  this  state,, 
than  any  work  that  has  hitherto  appeared.  The 
plan  is  simple  and  perspicuous.  The  45  counties 
of  this  state  are  separately  described,  with  their 
situation,  boundaries,  cities,  towns,  villages,  bays, 
rivers,  islands,  creeks,  lakes,  ponds,  mountains, 
places  where  tlic  courts  are  held,  clerks  offices, 
post  offices,  population,  distance  from  Albany,  &c. 
The  following  extracts  from  the  prefatory  remarks, 
present  an  idea  of  the  merits  of  this  valuable 
^lanual ; and  afford  a gratifying  view  of  the  im- 
mense increase  imd  unbounded  resour<!es  of  our 
important  state. 

In  173 1 this  state  contained  10  counties  and  only 
^,291  souls — in  1771,  same  counties  and  163,338 
souls — in  1786  (25  years  ago)  12  counties  and 
238,896  souls — 1791,  sixteen  counties  and  340,120 
souls — and  in  1800,  thirty  counties,  305  towns 
(including  3 cities)  and  585,000  inhabitants.  Now 
(1811)  the  state  contains  about  800  villages,  of 
from  15  or  20,  but  generally  from  30  or  40,  to  600 
houses  ; 452  town  (including  4 cities  ;)  45  coun- 
ties ; and  (in  1810)  960,000  inhabitants  ; giving  an 
increase  of  15  counties,  147  towns,  and  374,000 
people  in  the  last  ten  years  ! ! And  the  militia  of 
the  state  regularly  enrolled  amounted  to  102,068  in 
1809. 

The  annual  amount  of  the  manufactures  of  this 
state,  as  furjilshed  by  the  census  in  1810  ; details 
of  which  have  been  heretofore  published  in  our 
paper,  is  S 16,000,000. 

There  are  now  made  annually  525,000  bushels  of 
salt,  viz.  in  Onondaga  453,840  (though  iu  1800 
only  43,754 ;)  Cayuga  54,000 ; Genesee  1400 ; 
Seneca  (at  lea.st)  25,000 ; — and  Ontario  about 
^760 — total  value  at  works  § 147,000.  In  Cayuga 

2240  skeins  of  silk.- -To  all  which  may  be  added 

^60,000;  the  value  of  articles  atnunally  made' by 
c,?nvict5  in  the  state  prison. 


I have  not  sufficient  data  to  calculate  the  quae- 
tityof  the  ashes,  maple  sugar,  flour,  &c.  made, 
or  the  grain,  cattle,  sheep,  beef,  pork,  &c  raised 
annually,  so  as  to  make  a valuation  of  our  products 
or  lands.  But  as  the  sheep  returned  tor  Dutchess 
were  83,855 — Albany  34,342 — Cayuga  49,872 — 
Onondaga  44,893 — and  Jefferson  20,000 — we  may 
conclude,  judging  from  the  population,  (exclusive 
of  New  York  county)  that  the  whole  state  con- 
tains 1,28(,000 — Dutchess  contains  14,341  horses 
and  51.650  neat  cattle,  which  (N.  York  omitted) 
gives  probably  300,000  horses,  and  1,000,000  neat 
cattle  as  the  true  amount  in  the  whole  state. 

. The  provisions  made  fqr  Boads  and  Bridgesy  be- 
sides the  numerous  roods  and  bridges  authorised  to 
be  laid  out,  made  and  built,  at  the  r.'’sk  of  indivi- 
duals or  expense  of  the  counties,  the  state,  or  the 
lands  l)enefitted  thereby*  *are  36  bridge  companies 
with  % 509,000  stock,  and  135  turnpike  complies 
with  ^ 7,658,000  stock,  extending  their  roads  over 
a length  of  4SQ0  miles,  about  one  third  of  w hich  ^ 
completed. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  several  incorporate^ 
banks  is  § 11,690,000.  The  fund  set  apart  by  the 
state  for  the  benefit  of  common  schools  now 
amounts  to  % 483,326  : 29 — ^the  last  year’s  revenue 
of  which  was  § 36,427  : 64— besides  which  314,770 
acres  of  unsold  land  still  belong  to  this  fund. 

The  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  state  are, 
in  the  abstract,  as  follows  : Lands,  about  1,000,000 
acres  unsold ; and  statefunds  §4,191,803: 23  (in  1800 
about  §2,900,000)  the  annual  revenne  of  w'liich  is 
now  § 278,489  : 96 — besides  which,  tlie  receipts  at 
the  treasury  from  various  otlier  sources,  were,  for 
the  year  1810,  §626,042 . 88  (for  1791 , §127,648 ; for 
1801,  §192,028  : 71) — and  during  the  same  time, 
were  paid  out  §606,328  : 22  (in  1791  §143,417  : 64 ; 
and  in  1801  §261,765;  03.; — ^Estimated  expenses' 
for  1811,  §268,366  : 22.  Debts  which  tlie  state  owes, 
besides  some  small  unliquidated  demands,  §880,000 
(in  1810,  §346,234 : 89.)  Which  (exclusive  of  the 
school  fund  and  land,  and  of  the  1,000,000  acres  pub- 
lic lands  above  named)  gives  about  § 30,000,  anniiaL 
• excess  of  revenue  over  expenditures,  and  a permanent 
fund  exceeding  the  public  debt  §3,311,803  : 25. 

There  are  established  in  state  twq  colleges 
and  upwards  of  40  academies  : Also,  364  post  offi- 
ces, being  more  than  l-7th  of  the  whole  (^^^O)  in 
the  United  States,  and  sixty  different  news-pap«a's, 
and  in  all  about  90  printing  establishments.  The 
shipping  owned  in  this  state;  in  1809,  was  251,525 
tons,  (besides  that  on  the  three  lakes,]  being  l-5th 
of  the  whole  owned  in  the  United  States.  Amount 
of  exports  in  1807,  §26,357  963 j and  revenue  on 
imports,  &c.  more  than  1 4th  of  the  whole  paid  in 
the  United  States  [from  1 4th  to  1 3d  of  which  two 
last  items  is  however  derived  from  the  trade  of 
other  states.] 

In  addition  to  the  goodness  of  our  soil  and  the 
excellence  of  our  timber,  we  have  plenty  of  iron- 
ore,  slate,  • plaster  of  Paris,  and  inexhaustible  salt 
springs,  the  most  valuable  in  the  w’orld,  'I'herc  - 
have  also  been  found  coal,  copper,  lead,  sulphur, 
zinc,  marble,  ising-glass  and  some  silver.  Our 
territory  [containing  55,000  square  miles,  of  which 
4 or  5000  are  w^atex*,]  stretches  from  the  Atlantic  the 
whole  length  of  New-England,  and  spreads  along 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  three  great  navigable  lakes. 
Embracing  the  head  waters  of  the  Ohio,  and  two 
other  large  rivers  which  pass  southerly  through 
other  states-— —the  whole  course  of  the  best  river 
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In  the  United  Statee  and  perhaps  in  the  world — 
togeliier  with  twenty  other  nvers  navigable  by 
boats  and  rafts,  this  state  affords  the  best  pas- 
wige  in  the  United  States,  both  by  land  and  water, 
^i’om  the  tide-waters  to  the  extensive  navigable 
■ lakes  of  the  west.  There  r$  not  a mountain  or  any 
great  unavoidable  hill  to  pass  between  Albany  and 
Jake  Erie.  It  is  the  only  statO,  too,  (except  at  the 
narrow  and  N.  E.  extrimity)  which  extends  across 
the  whole  width  of  tlie  Unrifed  States’  territory : and 
the  only  spot  on  which  the  Atlantic  and  the  lakes 
can  be  united  by  slotfp  navigation.  This  peculiar 
situation,  with  it#  other  advantages,  renders  this 
state  highly  interesting  to  the  politician,  the  man  of 
business  of  enterprise,  the  emigraavt  and  the  travel^ 


ler.  With  the  latter  especially,  the  ready  and  safe 
conveyance  np  t^e  Hudson  and  to  Lower  Canada, 
and  the  good  roads  and  accommodations  W'estward. 
wiH  Be  {^ditional  inducements  to  visit  a country  of 
this  description,  which  moreover  furnishes  mineral 
waters  more  efficacious  and  valuable  than  the  best 
;medicinal  springs  in  Europe,  and  which  (besides 
many  interminate  sublime  natural  views  and  objects) 
contains  on  its  western  confines  the  gi*eatest  natu- 
ral curiosity  in  the  world ; a country  interspersed 
(exclusive  of  the  gi’eat  waters  before  named)  witli 
■more  than  fifteen  lakes,  from  ten  to  forty  miles  in 
length,  and  numerous  smaller  ones,  exhibiting  as 
great  an  extent,  variety  and  beauty  of  inland  water- 
scenery  as  all  the  other  states  together. 


United  States’  General  Statistical  Table. 


FHOM  BLODGEt’s  ECOXOMICA. 


AXXtrAE  STATE^tEWTS,  viz. 

TN 1784. 

IN  1804. 

IX  1809. 

Territories  of  the  United  States* 

Acres. 

640,000,000 

1,280,000,000 

1,280,000,000 

1,280,000,000 

Free  persons 

Persons. 

2,650,000 

5,000,000. 

5,460,000 

5,810,000 

Slaves  - - - 

Do. 

600,000 

992,900 

1,096,362 

1,145,000 

Freed  persons  of  color 

Do. 

56,000 

126,000 

147,000 

160,000 

Births  - • - 

Do. 

158,000 

310,500 

345,000 

390,000 

Deaths  - - 

Do. 

76,000 

149,000 

154,000 

190,000 

Total  population 

Do. 

3,250,000 

6,000,000 

6,556,362 

6,955,000 

Total  increase,  yearly 

Do. 

96,000 

180,000 

190,962 

202,591 

Persons  to  each  mUo  . 

Do. 

3 

6 

3 

‘J; 

Dwelling  Houses  - - - > 

Houses. 

650,000 

1,190,000 

1,290,000 

1,375,000 

Colleges  - 

Academies  - - - 

Improved  lands 

JSTumber. 

Do. 

Acres. 

^ 36 

21,500,000 

56 

38,950,000 

22 

57 

39,990,000, 

2:5 

74 

40,950,000 

Average  price,  cultivated  - 

Dollars. 

2 

6 

Cents.  630 

Cents.  630 

Do.  in  their  natural  state  - 

Cents. 

35 

215 

230 

230 

Horses  , - . - 

Horses. 

600,000 

1,160,000 

1,300,000 

1,400,000 

Horn  cattle  - - 

■ Cattle- 

1,200,000 

2,850,000 

3,200,000 

3,660,000 

Increase  toll  bridges 

Bridges. 

6 

30 

48 

cflp.5,600,000 

Turnpikes  and  canals 

JVumber. 

8 

48 

82 

do.l  1,500,000 

Militia  - - • - 

JHen. 

5441,666 

2,050,000 

1,200,000 

1,290,000 

Navy,  U.  S.  - - - ' 

Vessels. 

JVbne. 

20 

90 

150 

Seamen  - - . 

Seamen. 

18,000 

64,000 

69,000 

55,000 

Tons  shipping  - - - 

Tons. 

250,000 

1,107,323 

1,250,000 

Imports  - - - - 

Dollars. 

11,000,000 

80,000,000 

107,000,000 

54,000,000 

Exports  - 

Do. 

2,000000 

77,699,000 

108  343,225 

52,200,000 

Insurance  companies 

Capital. 

JVone. 

10. 000, 000 

17,000,000 

] 8,600,000 

Averaged  labor  per  day 

Cents. 

50 

75 

75 

70 

Do.  wheat  per  bushel  - 

Do. 

65 

155 

155 

100 

Revenue  - 

Expenditure  - . - 

Metalic  medium 

Dollars. 

Do. 

Do. 

10,000,900 

10,064  097 
11,258,913 
17,500,000 

20,0C0,000' 

7,0^0,661 

13,867,226 

20,000,000 

Banks  - - - - 

dumber. 

r 

39 

86 

95 

Bank  capital  - 

Dollars. 

2,250,000 

39,500,000 

50,000,000 

54,000,000 

Bank  notes  circulating 

Do. 

2,000,000 

14,000,000 

18.000,000 

19,000.000 

Nominal  public  debt  - 

Do. 

200,000,000 

98,196,018 

96,462.753 

93,119,694 

Sinking  fund  - - - ; 

Do. 

JsTone. 

14,413,000 

31, .369,709 
9,643,842 

43,994.136 

Cash  in  the  ti'easuiy'  - - ‘ 

Do. 

'*  J\Tone. 

4,824,121 

3,848,056 

Custom  house  bonds 

Do. 

J\Tone. 

12,317,449 

9,600,000 

Total  valuation  United  Statee  - 

Do. 

850,000,000 

2,502,000,000 

2,518,000,000 

2,510,000,000 

Public  lands  sold 

Acres. 

1,223,378 

2,669  994 

3,008,932 

Proceeds  public  lands  - 

'Dollars. 

2,888,509 

5,547,865 

6,337,093 

NATIONAL  FUNDS,  viz. 
Active  sinking  fund 

Dollars. 

07ie. 

7,024,450 

18,347,580 

27,597,868 

4500  lots  in  Washington  city 

Do. 

A one. 

1,500,000 

1,500,000 

1,500,000 

250,000,000 

Western  public  lands  - 

Acres. 

Uncertain. 

2.50,000,000 

250,000,000 

Louisiana  lands  - 

Do. 

A’one. 

400,000,000 

400,000  000 

400,000,000 

* The  addition  for  Louisiana  in  1804,  are  from  a vague  estimate,  the  bounds  being  yet  undelined, 
N.  B.  Deduct  sinking  fund  and  reimbursements,  from  no/ninal  debt  to  find  the  net  deb*. 


SP 
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TABLE,  pr42senting  at  one  view  many  interesting  facts  respecting  the  appeintmetit,  ld€.  of  ^tate  <tn^ 

United  States*  authorities. 


EXECUTIVE. 


JUDICIAL. 


STATES. 


-jUtvi  Hampshire^ 

Massachusetts, 

Rhodc-Islaucl, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

Kew-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 


5Iaryland, 


1792 


Chief  Magistate 
elected  by 


Citizens  paying- 
tax 


17 80 'Citizens,  worth 
760 

1663jcitizens 
1662  Citizens  of  740 
freehold 

1777  Citizens  ofZ.lOO 
freehold 

1776  By  Legislature 
joint  ballot 


Qualifications  and 
elegfbility. 


How  appointed 
and 

tenure  of  office. 


Tirginl^, 


NortliXarolina. 


South  Carolina, 


•Georgia, 


1790 


1792 


1776 


1776 


1776 


1790 


Citizens  paying 
tax 


Citizens  paying 
tax 


By  Legislature; 
joint  ballot 


Residence,  7 years ; age, 
30  ; property  7500 — 
7250  freehold 
Property  71000,  free- 
hold ; residence,  seven 
years,  a christain 
A citizen 
A freehold  of  740 

A freehold 

Citizenship 


Vermont, 

Kentucky, 


Tennessee) 


(falo. 


United  States, 
ommenced 
peratiou  Mai*. 
4,  1739. 


By  Lcgislsturc; 
joint  ballot 


By  Legislature, 
joint  ballot 


By  Legislat'ure, 
joint  ballot 


Govemor&coun. 
cil,  good  beha- 
viour 

Governor&coun- 
cil,  good  beha- 
viour 

Legislature,!  yr 
Legislat.  one  yr 
and  re-eligible 
Gov.and  council, 
good  behaviour 
Assembly  &coun. 
Sup. court  7 yrs. 
Com.Pleas  Syrs 
Governor,  good 
behaviour 


How  removed. 


Impeachment  or  orv 
address  of  Legis- 
lature to  the  Gov. 
Impeach,  or  by  gov. 
& couu.  on  address 
of  legislature 
Impeachment 
Impeachment 


Residence  7 years  ; age 
30  ; incapable  of  hold- 
ing the  office  more  than 
9 in  any  term  of  12  yrs 
Residence  in  the  state  6 Governor, 
years  ; citizen  of  the  behaviour 
U.  States  12 ; age  30 — 
cannot  serve  more  than 
' one  term  in 'succession 
Residence,  5 years  ; age 
25  ; real  and  personal 
property  to  the  value  of 
71000;  re-el.  3 yrs.  suc- 
cessively, & not  again 
until  the  exp.  of  4 yrs. 

Residence  & freehold — 
eligible  as  in  Maryland 


Governor&  coun- 
cil good  beha 
viour 


Legislature, good 
behaviour 


1798|  By  Legislature, 
‘ joint  ballot 


tes,  \ 
do-  I 
lai*.  I 


1793 

1799 


1796 


1802 


1787 


Citizens, 

Free  white 
males 


Citizens 


Citizens 


Federal  electors 


Residence  5 jTs.-Free- 
holdjthe  value  of71 000; 
eligible  3 years  in  any 
term  of  6 years 
Residence  10  years ; age 
30  ; a * settled  estate  ' 
worth  715005?,*  may  not 
be  re-elected  until  the 
expiration  of  4 years 
Citizen  of  the  U.  S.  12 
yrs;  resid.6ys.age  30ys 
*500  acres  land  & other 
property  worth  §4000 
I Citizenship 


Citizen  of  the  U.  S.  35 
years  of  age  and  6 yrs 
res  id. — not  re-eligible 
until  expira.  of  7 years 
Residence  4 years ; age 
25  ; freehold, 500  acres 
not  eligible  more  than 
6,  in  any  term  of  8 yrs. 
Citizen  of  U S.  12 ; re- 
sidence 4 yrs;  age  30  ; 
payment  of  tax — eligi- 
ble as  in  Tennessee 
A natural  born  citizen; 
or  a citizen  at  adoption 


L-egislat.on  nom 
ination  by  Gov- 
ernor, good  be 
haviour 

Legislature,good 
behaviour 


Impeachmt.  disqual- 
ified after  60ys.old 
Impeached  by  As- 
sembly and  tried 
by  Council 
Impeachment  or  re- 
moved by  Gov.  on 
address  from  2-3 
of  both  Houses 
good  Impeachmt.  by  H.  of 
Representatives, 
or  removed  by  the 
Governor  on  ad- 
dress 

Impeachment  or  by 
the  governor  after 
Conviction  on  in- 
dictment with  con- 
currence of  both 
Houses 

Impeach,  by  lower 
H Judges  of  Gen. 
Court,  tried  by 
Court  of  Appeals 
and  so  vice  versa, 
lmpeach%  by  As- 
sembly. Indict,  by 
gr.  jury  & tried  by 
a special  court 
Impeached  by  the 
Assembly  andtried 
by  Senate 


Legislat.  3- years 
and  re-eligible 


Coun.  & Assem 
bly  annually 
Gov.  and  Senate 
good  behaviour 


1 Legislature, good 
behaviour 


Nom.  by  Pres’nt 
I app’d  by  Senate 
of  constitution.  Ag’d  35j  I good  behaviour 


Legislature, 
ven  years 


se- 


Impeached  by  the 
Assembly  and  tried 
by  Senate. 

Impeach,  by  Assem. 
tried  by  gov.  & co. 
Impeachment  or  by 
the  joint  address 
of  2-3  of  both 
Houses 

Impeached  by  the 
A ssem  ‘ ly  and  tried 
by  the  Senate 

\s  in  Tennessee 


Impeach’d  by  H. 
Representatives 
tried  by  Senate. 
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fjBLE,  shevting  at  one  view  many  interesting  facts  respecting  the  appointment^  &c.  of  the  State  and 

United  States’  authorities,  continued,  f See  note  on  the  next  page  for  conclusion. J ^ 

T”"  LEGISLATIVE. 


SENATORS. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Elected  by 


if.  H.  Citizens  pay* 
ing  tax 

Mas.  Citizens  worth 
60/. 

K- 1-  Citizens 
Con.  Citizens,  fr.h. 
K.  y.  Citizens  of 
100/.  freehold 


Jf.  J.  Citizens  worth 
SOL 


Penn.  Citizens  pay- 
ing tax 

Del.  Citizens  pay- 
ing tax 


Mary.  Electors,  cho 
sen  by  the  cit 
izens;  2 from 
each  county 


Vir.  Citizens,  free- 
i holders 

N.  C.  Citizens,  free 
holders  50acrs 


S.C. 


Geo. 


Citizens,  free 
hold  or  paying 
tax 


Citizens  pay- 
ing tax 


Vt. 

Kt’y. 

Ten. 


Ohio. 

U.'St’s 


Free  white 
male  citizens 

Citizens 


Citizens 


State  legisla- 
tures 


Qualifications^  &c. 

Elected  by 

For  years.  \ 

How  selected. 

Qualifications. 

Residence  and  age  as 

Citizens 

pay- 

1 

By  towns, having 

Residence  2 years; 

or  governor;  proper- 

ingtax 

regard  to  their 

property  100/.-50/L 

V,  200/.  freehold 

population 

freehold 

Residence  five  vears; 

Citizens  worth 

1 

As  in  N.Hamp. 

Residence,  1 vr.  in 

property  300/.  freehold 

60/. 

shire 

dist;  prop.  100/.  f U. 

or  600/.  personal 

or  200/.  personal 

Citizenship 

Citizens 

1 

By  towns 

Citizenship 

Citizen,  40/.  freehold 

Citizens, 

fr.  h. 

i 

By  towns 

A freehold 

Freehold  100/.  Clergy 

Citizens; 

free- 

1 

By  counties  a- 

A freehold 

excluded  from  the  le- 

holders  of  20/. 

greeably  to  pop- 

gislature & from  office 

or  renting  pro- 

ulation 

perty  the  val. 

of  40s.&  pd.tx. 

Residence  in  the  coun- 

Citizens  worth 

1 By  counties  a- 

Residence  in  co.  1 

ty  1 vear;  a freehold; 

50/. 

greeably  to  pop- 

yr. with  500/.  real 

or  worth  1000/.  real  or 

ulation 

or  real  and  person- 

real and  personal  est. 

al  estate 

Residence  4 3'ears;  age 

Citizens 

pay. 

1 

By  counties  a- 

Residence  3 years. 

25;  pavment  of  tax 

ing  tax 

greeably  to  pop. 

payment  of  tax 

Residence  3 years;  age 

Citizens 

pay. 

1 

By  counties  with 

Residence  3 years. 

27;  freehold  or  other 

ing  tax 

out  regard  to 

a freehold 

property  worth  1000/. 

population 

chosen  by  counties 

Residence  3 years;  age 

Citizens 

1 

By  counties. 

Residence  in  the  co. 

25;  pi'operty  1000/;  9 

without  regard 

1 yr.  property  tho 

from  the  western  & 6 

to  population 

value  of  500/. 

from  the  eastern  shore; 

clergy  excluded  from 

legislature  or  council 

Residence  & freehold; 

Citizens, 

free- 

1 

By  CO*s.  without 

Residence  and  free- 

25 years  of  age 

holders 

regard  to  pop. 

hold 

One  for  each  county — 

Citizens 

pay- 

1 

By  go’s,  withotit 

Residence  in  the 

residence  1 year;  free- 

ing tax 

regard  to  pop. 

county  one  year; 

hold  300  acres;  age  30. 

100  acres  of  land 

clergy  excluded 

Residence  in  the  state 

Citizen, 

free- 

1 

By  counties  a- 

Residence  in  the 

5 years;  age  30;  if  a 

holders  or  pay- 

greeably  to  pop- 

state 3 vrs.  a free- 

resident of  the  co’ty  a 

mg  tax 

ulation 

hold  of' 150/.  step. 

freehold  of  300/  si.  if 

If  a non-resident  of 

non-resid.  1000/.  Cler. 

the  co.  of  500/.  st. 

exclud.  from  legislat. 

One  for  each  co.;  age 

Citizens 

pay. 

T 

By  counties  a- 

Seven  yrs.  a citizen 

25,  a citz.  ofU.S.  9ys. 

ing  tax 

greeably  to  pop- 

of the  U.  S.  z’esi- 

a resid.of  the  stateS  ys. 

ulation 

dence  as  for  Sena- 

in tlie  county  one  \'ear; 

tors;  freehold  of 

freehold  of  §500  or 

§250,  or  property 

taxable  prop,  of  §1000. 

axed  to  the  value 

Clergy  excluded  from 

of  §500 

legislature. 

Citizens 

1 

By  towns 

Citizenship 

Citizen  of  the  U.  S.  age 

Free  white 

1 

By  counties  or 

Resid.  in  the  state  2 

35;  6 years  residence; 

male  citizens 

1 

districts,  accor- 

yrs. in  the  co.  one 

clergy  exclud.  ff  leg. 
Residence  3 ys.  in  the 

ding  to  populal. 

yr.  24  yrs.  of  age 

state,  1 yr.  in  the  dist. 

Citizens 

2 

As  above 

Residence  and  qua- 

200 acres  land.  Cler- 

lifications as  for 

gy'  exclud.  fr.  legislat. 

Senators 

Residence  2 ys.  in  the 

Citizens 

1 

As  above 

Res.in  co.  lyr;  25 ya 

countj'  or  district;  age 

old;  payment  of  tax 

30;  payment  of  tax 

See  state  laws;  e- 

Seven  years  a citi- 

Nine ys.  a citizen;  age 

See  state  law's 

2 

lecled  from  the 

zen;  25  years  of 

30;  a resident  of  the 

states  accoixlin. 

ge — residence  in 

state  when  chosen. 

to  population 

state  tvhere  chosen 

8^ 
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KOTES  Oy  THE  FRECEDIWG  TABLE. 

The  plan  on  which  the  preceding-  table  is  formed 
was  des leaned  by  ^Villiam  Laughton  Smith,  E.sq.  of 
South  Carolina— how  nearly  we  have  attained  the 
excellent  manner  of  that  distingnished  gemleman 
we  do  not  recollect,  for  we  have  not  seen  his  tables 
(we  believe)  for  12 or  14  years  We  have  endeavor- 
ed to  make  it  as  plain  and  as  simple  as  possible,  and 
apprehend  it  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  correct;  should 
errors  appear  they  will  be  noticed. 

In  all  cases,  citizenship  being  required  as  the 
first  proper'^y  to  elect  or  be  elected,  we  have  noticed 
this  qual  fication  (in  regard  to  the  latter)  only  in 
the  cases  where  it  constitutes  the  right,  of  itself. 

Where  it  is  not  otherwise  staled,  the  chief  magis- 
trate may  be  re-elected  without  intermission. 

The  senators  are  chosen  by  districts,  with  regard 
to  population,  except  in  Delaware,  Maryland  and 
V^irginiu — the  two  first  are  noticed  in  the  table — in 
the  last  they  are  chosen  by  districts  of  counties,  ea^ch. 
county  having  the  same  right. 

In  JVerv  .Terse}!,  any  person,  possessing  the  proper- 
tv  qualification,  may  vote.  In  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  'N'orthCarolina,  some  of  the  cities  & towns  form 
election  districts  for  members  of  the  legislature. 

Vermont  has  no  senate — this  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature is  called  the  council  in  Me-w-Jersey 

History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte. 

ASPIDGED  FROM  THE  MOST  AUTHE^iTlC  SOURCES. 

CH.\PTER  III. 

(COTVTIXUED  FROM  PAGE  59.) 

Jnsurrection  at  Madrid,  and  military  murders  after- 
■words  -—Base  conduct  of  the  junta  of  government, 
of  th^  council  of  Castile,  and  of  the  inquisition. — 
Address,  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  and  the  infantes, 
commanding  the  Spaniards  to  submit  to  Bonaparte* s 
pleasure.  Assembly  of  notables  convoked  at  Bayonne, 
and  Joseph  Bonaparte  nominated  by  his  brother 
kirtg  of  Spain  and  the  Indies. — General  insurrection 
of  the  Spa7iiards. — Formation  of  the  provincial  jun- 
tas; thejU7ita  of  Seville  take  the  lead. — Their  pro- 
clamations, and  the  measures  they  i'eco7n7ne7id. 

Thus  had  Bonaparte  succeeded  in  dispossessing 
the  house  of  Bourbon  of  the  throne  of  Spain.  More 
than  two  years  ago,  dui-ing  ray  residence  in  Paris, 
says  one  of  the  ablest  writers  in  this  country,  I 
had  occasion  to  know  that  this  plan  was  in  agita- 
tion. It  was  a common  topic  of  conversation,  that 
the  Bourbons  were  to  be  dethroned  in  that  country, 
and  a Bonaparte  introduced  in  their  stead.  This 
speculation  was  usually  accompanied  by  a prophe- 
cy concerning  the  inevitable  fall  of  Austria.  All 
this,  too,  at  a moment,  when  both  nations  were  in 
alliance  with  France.  For  three  years  previous  to 
the  seizure  of  the  royal  family,  Spain  was  .deluged 
with  French  emissaries,  commissioned  to  prepare 
the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  event — and  with 
P'rench  engineers  and  draughtsmen,  who  were 
openly  engaged  in  mapping  the  face  of  the  country, 
in  examining  the  strong  holds,  and  in  exploring  the 
locality  and  amount  of  the  spoil  which  they  expect- 
ed to  seize.* 

The  whole  of  that  miserable  family,  (with  the 
exception  of  the  infante  don  Pedro,^  nephew  to 
Charles  IV,  who  had  fortunately  been  adapted  by 
the  Portuguese  Court,  and  accompanied  them  to 
Brazil,)  were  now  in  the  power  of  Bonaparte  as 

* Walsh’s  letter  on  the  genius  and  dispositions  of’ 
the  French  Government.  Philad.  1809. 
f Don  Pedro  was  born  1786. 


prisoners.  In  his  character  as  an  ally  he  had  s«: 
cured  the  passes  of  the  Pyrenees,  seized  the  impor- 
tant city  of  Barcelona  and  obtained  possession  of 
the  capital  itself  The  train  of  perfidy  by  which  he 
had  thus  far  accomplished  his  purpose,  is  unexam- 
pled, even  in  the  worst  ages  of  history.  The  whole 
transaction  was,  on  his  part,  a business  of  pure,  un- 
mingled wickedness,  unprovoked,  unextenuated 
and  equally  detestable  in  its  motives,  its  means  and 
its  end. 

The  emperor  had  now  displayed  himself  in  his 
true  character.  For  the  mere,  selfish,  vulgar  am- 
bition of  aggrandizing  his  own  family,  he  had  com- 
mitted an  act  of  u.surpation  as  impolitic  as  it  was 
iniquitous.  Spain  had  been  the  faithful  ally  of 
France — let  Trafalgar  witness  how  fatally  for  her- 
self! Her  fleets  were  at  the  disposal  of  Bonaparte; 
her  armies  were  in  his  service  in  Portugal,  and  upon 
the  Baltic;  her  treasures  were  at  liis  demand,  as 
completely  as  if  Charles  had  been  a tributary 
king.  France  then  could  gain  nothing  by  this 
change  of  d}  nasty;  and  the  loss  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  she  derived  from  Spanish  Ame- 
rica was  hazarded  by  it,  even  if  Spain  herself 
should  passively  submit  to  the  insolent  intrusion 
of  a stranger,  whose  only  merit  was  that  he  was  the 
brother  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  sufficiently  un- 
principled, mean  and  cruel,  to  be  his  tool  and  Exe- 
cutioner. 

The  artifices  by  which  he  had  tlius  far  accom- 
lished  his  purpose  were  of  the  basest  kind. — 
Never,  perhaps,  was  any  plot  of  perfidious  ambi- 
tion  so  coarsely  planned.  The  term  of  policy 
cannot  be  applied  to  it;  even  cunning  implies  more 
exertion  of  talent  than  was  displayed  in  this  whole 
transaction.  Nothing  more  was  required  than  to 
employ  falshood  and  violence  equally  without  re- 
morse;’ to  repeat  professions  and  protestations 
enough  to  deceive  the  prince;  and  to  shed  blood 
enough  to  intimidate  the  people.  The  former  ob- 
ject had  been  effected,  and  Murat,  perceiving  a 
spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  Spaniards,  which  neither 
heiior  his  master  had  expected,  was  eager  to  give 
the  word  for  slaughter.  He  seems  as  soon  as  he  en- 
tered Madrid,  resolved  to  make  them  feel  that 
they  were  no  longer  an  independent  nation,but  that 
they  must  learn  obedience  to  a military  yoke. — 
(April  14)  A French  governor  of  the  city  had  been 
appointed;  a French  patrole  established:  a notice 
was  given  that  as  the  great  coats  for  the  French 
troops  had  not  arrived,  the  heads  of  the  police  were 
to  call  at  every  house  to  receive  a contribution  of 
those  arlsicles.  After  the  departure  of  Ferdinand 
from  Madrid,  the  anxiety  and  agitation  of  the  peo- 
ple hourly  increased; — they  knew  that  he  had 
expected  to  meet  Bonaparte  at  Burgos; — and  the 
tidings  that  he  had  crossed  the  frontiers,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Bayonne,  excited  in  them  as  much  alarm 
as  wonder.  An  extraordinaiy  coui'ier  arrived 
every  evening  fi-om  that  city;— the  intelligence 
which  he  brought  was  never  published  in  the  ga- 
zette, but  circulated  as  extracts  from  private  cor- 
respondence: the  first  of  these  accounts  consisted 
solely  of  details  of  the  honors  with  which  Ferdi- 
nand had  been  received  by  the  emperor.  S ubsequent 
ones  became  each  less  satisfactory  than  the  last; 
hints  were  given  out  that  all  was  not  going  on  well; 
and  the  intentions  of  the  emperor  became  more 
and  more  developed,  till  it  could  no  longer  be 
doubted  tliat  Ferdinand  was  to  be  deprived  of  his 
crown. 

The  courier,  who/  was  expected  on  Saturday  the 
30th  of  April,  did  not  arrive; — he  was  still  expect- 
ed on  the  following  evening,  and  gre;^t  multitude.^ 
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assembled  at  the  Puerto  del  Sol,  and  in  the  other 
streets  near  tlie  post-office,  anxiously  waitinj^  for 
his  news.  The  French  g-arrison  were  under  arms 
all  that  nig-hi;  their  commanders,  “cool  spectators 
of  these  thing-:?,”  according  to  their  own  i-elation, 
saw  a crisis  approaching  and  saw  it  with  pleasure. 
(May  2)  The  following  morning  had  been  fixed 
upon  for  the  departure  of  the  poor  queen  of  Etruria 
and  her  brother,  the  infante  don  Francisco  de  Pau- 
la, for  Ba)  onne.  Many  people  collected  before  the 
palace.  It  was  reported,  that  the  infante  don  An- 
tonio, the  president  of  the  provisional  government, 
hail  been  desired  or  rather  ordered  by  Murat,  to 
join  his  brother  and  nephew  at  Bayonne;  the  French 
general  intimating  at  the  same  time,  that  he  ex- 
pected to  be  appointed  regent  din-ing  his  absence; 
but  the  infante  refused  to  obey.  In  consequence  of 
tliis  act  of  firmness,  Murat  recalled  some  troops  to 
^Madrid,  which  hud  been  ordered  to  a different  sta- 
tion, and  entered  the  city  with  them  that  morning, 
intending,  as  was  supposed,  to  seize  the  person  of 
the  infante,  and  make  himself  regent.  A rumor 
arose,  that  one  of  the  carriages,  when  it  drove  up 
to  the  gate,  was  intended  for  don  Antonio;  and  tlie 
populace,  (letermined  that  they  would  not  suffer  the 
last  of  the  royal  family  to  be  taken  from  them,  es- 
pecially as  he  had  been  entrusted  with  tlic  .govern- 
ment during  the  king’s  absence,  cut  the  traces  of 
harness,  ancl  forced  the  carriage  back  into  the  pa- 
lace t ard.  Being',  however  assured  that  don  Anto- 
nio was  not  to  leave  Madrid,  they  permitted  it 
again  to  be  yoked,  and  brought  out.  Murat  sent 
one  of  his  aids  to  enquii’e  into  this  disturbance:  the 
people  were  disposed  to  treat  him  roughly, but  some 
Spanish  officers  interfered,  and  rescued  him  from 
their  hands.  The  carriages  with  the  queen  of  Etru- 
ria and  her  brother  were  now  suffered  to  proceed; 
the  latter,  a boy  of  fourteen,  was  crying  bitterly, 
and  manifestly  unw'illmg  to  go.  This  both  affected 
and  enraged  tlie  people.  At  this  moment,  the  aid- 
de-camp  returned  with  a party  of  French  soldiers, 
and  the  scene  of  bloodshed  began. 

The  Spanish  troops  were  locked  up  in  their  bar- 
racks, and  thus  prevented  from  joining  the  people; 
some  of  their  officers  being,  perhaps,  in  the  French 
interest  and  others  foreseeing  the  inevitable  issue  of 
so  unequal  a contest.  The  people  behaved  with 
gi’eat  spirit;  there  is,  indeed,  scarcely  upon  record 
an  instance  of  an  attempt  so  brave,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  hopeless,  when  all  the  circumstances  are 
considered.  As  fast  as  the  alarm  spread,  every  man 
of  the  lower  ranks  who  could  find  any  kind  of  wea- 
pon, armed  himself  and  hastened  to  the  nearest 
scene  of  action.  But  a tumultuous  multitude  could 
do  nothing  against  the  legions  of  disciplined 
troops  which  now  poured  into  the  city  on  all  sides- 
'I'he  chief  scenes  of  slaughter  were  in  the  gi  eat 
street  of  Alcala,  the  Puerto  del  Sol,  and  the  Great 
Square;  the  infantry  fired  vollies  into  every  cross 
street  as  they  passed;  and  every  window  and  bal- 
cony was  aimed  sit  where  any  person  was  to  be  seen. 
The  people  were  followed  into  their  housc.s  by  the 
French  and  bayonetted  wherever  they  were  found — 
not  those  alone,  as  was  said  in  tlie  .Monitcur,  who 
had  arms  in  their  hands,  but  in  whatever  place  ot 
concealment  they  were  discovered.  I’he  loss  oi 
the  French  in  this  day’s  insurrection  was  carefully 
concealed;  they  represented  it  as  trifling;  but  it  ap- 
pears from  the  most  impartial  testimony  wbicii  ha^ 
been  obtained,  tliat  the  greater  part  of  their  troop., 
in  the  city  wei-e  killed  before  their  overpowering 
force  from  the  camps  could  come  up.  On  tlie 
following  day  one  of  Bonaparte’s  military  tribunals 
\Vas  formed  under  g^^neral  Grouchy;  tribunals 


not  less  disgraceful  to  the  French  nation  than  .ho^® 
by  which  their  own  countrymen  were  sacrificed 
under  Robe.spierre.  By  their  own  accoums  many 
thousands  of  the  Spaniards  had  fallen;  not  can  it  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  slaughter  among  ther.i  iv.ust 
have  been  very  great.  This  however  did  not  satis- 
fy the  blood-thirsty  Murat:— and  tho.-e  who  were 
spared  in  the  massacre,  and  made  prisoners,  u ere 
reserved  to  be  executed  after  it.  Grea.  numbers 
were  gi’ouped  together  and  deliberately  shot  in  the 
Prado  and  in  other  parts  ot  the  city.*  In  this  man- 
ner was  that  second  of  M:iy  employed  by  tiie  French 
at  Madrid.  The  inhahiianu,  were  forced  to  lllu- 
minate  their  houses,  for  the  . afety  of  their  oppres- 
sors; so  that  through  the  wluile  night,  the  streets 
were  lighted  up,  and  the  dead  and  dying  might  be 
seen  distinctly  as  in  broad  noon  day,  laying  in  heaps 
upon  the  bloody  pavement.  Wlicn  morning  came 
the  same  mockery  of  justice  w.ns  continued,  and. 
fresh  murders  committed  deliberately,  with  the 
forms  of  military  execution,  during  several  suc- 
ceeding days. 

The  junta  of  government  on  this  occasion,  betray- 
ed their  country:  (May  4) 'Phey  nominated  Murat 
tlieir  president;  and  don  Antonio  was  sent  to  Bay- 
onne to  join  the  rest  of  his  family  in  captivity.  Fe- 
rocious as  Murat  was,  he  found  it  necessary  to  at- 
tempt to  soothe  the  people,  by  suppressing  die  mi, 
Utary  commission — giving  them  judges  appoinu.^d 
by  their  own  authorities — relieving  the  muleteers 
one  half  of  the  requisition  upon  their  cattle,  &.c. 

From  the  time  that  Ferdinand  left  Madrid,  Ceval- 
los  had  communicated  to  the  junta  daily  what  ap- 
peared necessary  for  their  information  and  direc- 
tion. After  his*  arrival  at  Bayonne  these  couriers 
were  intercepted.  Nevertheless  Cevallos  continu- 
ed to  make  his  situation  known  to  them,  and  to  con- 
vey discretionary  powers,  authorising  the  boltlest 
measures.  In  appointing  Murat  tlieir  president  and 
aiding  him  with  all  the  influence  of  their  author i:y, 
the  junta  acted,  not  so  much  from  compulsion,  as 
from  treachery.  Their  duty  was  obvious; — if  they 
could  not  retreat  themselves  to  a place  of  security, 
they  ought  to  have  delegated  their  authority  io 
persons  who  were  in  a situation  where  they  could 
act  for  the  good  of  the  country:  but  those  among 
them  whose  intentions  were  good,  wanted  courage 
and  decision,  and  the  iTuijoriiy  were  slaves  to 
France.  They  were  in  possession  of  an  explicit 
order  from  Ferdinand,  enjoining  them  to  execute 
whatever  was  expedient  for  the  service  of  the  king, 
and  authorising  them,  to  employ  the  same  powers 
as  he  himself  should  possess  were  he  upon  the  spot. 

Yet  such  was  the  timidity  of  the  better  mem- 

bers,  and  the  faithle.ssness  of  others,  tliat  instead 
ef  acting  upon  it,  they  sent  a confideniial  perso.i 
to  confer  with  Ferdinand,  and  learn  from  him, 
1.  Whether  he  thought  fit  to  auihorise  them  to 
substitute  one  or  more  persons,  either  of  their  own 


* Mr.  Walsh  states  that  oOO  innocent  victim 
were  thus  butchered,  upon  the  authority  ot  “an 
eye-witness,  one  of  the  first  deputies  from  Spain  to 
the  government  of  England.  Don  Andres  de  la 
Vega,  to  whom  I allude,  merited  the  most  implicit 
faiih,  and  conciliated,  by  his  genius  and  love  of 
country,  the  highest  re.sjiect  from  all  those  who 
knew  him.  He  was  a lawyer  of  Asturias  before  tlie 
nrcsent  struggle  in  Spain,  and  deserved  the  culogi- 
im  which  Cicero  passes  upon  Quintus’  Scavola-r- 
-ttiat  he  was  the  most  eloquent  of  tlie  learned,  and 
tlie  most  learned  of  the  eloquent.”  “J;iris  perito- 
rum  cloquentissimus — eloquentium  javia,  peritissi- 
miis.” — Letter,  &.c.  p.  15. 
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body  or  otherwise,  to  hold  a council  in  a secure 
situation  where  it' could  freely  act.  2.  Whether  it 
Was  his  wish  that  hostilities  should  be  commenced 
ag’ainst  the  French,  and  where  and  how  it  should 
be  done.  3.  Whether  they  should  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  more  French  troops  into 
Spain,  by  guai’ding*  the  passes.  And,  4.  Whether 
be  thoug’ht  it  right  to  convoke  a cortes ; in  which 
case  a decree  from  him  would  be  necessary,  addres- 
sed to  the  royal  council.  If  the  cortes  were  to  be 
assembled,  they  asked  likewise,  what  subject  it 
should  proceed  to  discuss  ? 

It  is  next  to  impossible  to  believe  that  a delibera- 
tive body  could  act  with  so  much  absurdity,  and  we 
must  therefore  conclude  that  their  conduct  was 
guided  by  treacliery  At  the  time  when  every  hour 
was  such  importance,  they  dispatched  a messen- 
ge)'  four  hundred  miles,  to  ask  Ferdinand’s  opinion 
iipon  points,  on  every  one  of  which  he  would  have 
consul^  ed  them  had  he  been  in  Madrid ; all  which 
they  were  better  able  to  determine  than  he  could  be ; 
and  on  which,  in  fact,  he  required  that  information 
wh  ch  could  only  be  possessed  on  the  spot. — 
Ferdinand  replied  that  he  was  not  in  a state  of 
freedom  ; and  being  therefore  incapable  of  taking 
any  measures,  either  for  his  own  preservation  or 
that  of  the  monarchy,  he  Invested  tl^em  with  full 
powers  to  repair  to  any  place  tliat  might  be  most 
convenient,  and  exercise,  in  his  name,  as  the  re- 
presentatives of  his  pei'son,  all  the  functions  of 
sovereignty;  that  thev  should  commence  hos- 
tilities the  moment  they  knew  that  he  was;  proceed- 
ing into  the  interior  of  France,  which  he  should 
not  do,  unless  compelled  by  violence ; and  they 
shoidd  prevent  in  the  best  manner  they  could  the 
in  reduction  of  more  troops  mto  the  peninsula. — 
In  another  decree  which  accompanied  this,  he 
directed  that  the  cortes  should  be  assembled  in  such 
place  as  should  appe.m  most  convenient ; that  they 
should  occupy  themselves  at  first  exclusively  in 
attending  to  the  levies  and  subsidies  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  ihe  kingdom  ; and  that  the  sittings 
should  be  permanent.  Th is  decree  reach ed  Madrid 
in  safety,  and  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  council;  but  he  made  no  use  of  it,  and  did  not 
even  communicate  it  to  that  body;  and  before  they 
arrived  indeed  the  insurrection  had  taken  place: 
M urat  was  president  of  thfe  government;  and  these 
base  minisiers  had  sanctioned  with  their  authority 
the  TTiurder  of  their  countrymen  by  the  military 
tribunal,  and  the  submquent  measures  disarming 
the  people,  and  enslaving  ihe  country. 

The  inquisition  also, — .hat  accursed  tribunal, 
which  has  been  equally  the  disgrace  and  the  bane 
of  every  country  in  which  it  has  been  established — 
lent  its  last  aid  towards  the  degradation  and  de- 
struction of  Spain 

May  6. — Four  days  after  the,  insurrection,  a cir- 
cular letter,  was  addressed  by  the  inquisitor-gen- 
eral, n the  name  of  the  supreme  council,  to  all 
its  subordinave  tribunals.  That  insurrection,  the 
anniversary  of  which,  however  hopelesslv  i*^  began, 
and  disastrously^  it  terminated,  will  be  celebrited 
hei  e'  • e'r  b"  Spain,  as  one  of  the  most  solemn  days 
in  iiei'  calendar, — -a  day  of  proud  and  pious  com- 
memoration,—was  here  styled  a dlsglaceful  tu- 
mult, accasioned  by  the  evil  intentions,  or  igno- 
rance of  thoua;htle.ss  men,  who  under  the  mask  of 
patriot  ..siu  and  loyalty,  were  preparing  the  way  for 
i'evolu^  mnary  disorders.  These  infamous  h}g)o. 
c ihesj  beared  nothing  but  the  loss  of  their 
te  epo^alties,  audaciously  invoked  the  aid  of  spirit- 
' u.  : i to  enf">”ce  the  duty  of  hospitality 

towae  h a ii.iiiuu'y  horde  and  tranquility  among  tiie  ^ 


people,  when  their  domestic  hearths  were  thus  rude- 
ly invaded.  In  addition  to  this  pious  exhortation 
to  ‘‘peace  and  good  will  among  men,  and  subjec- 
tion, honor  and  obedience,  to  all  that  are  in  aii-v 
thority”  from  the  holy  college,  a proclamation 
was  issued,  with  the  names  of  Ferdinand,  his  bro » 
don  Carlos  and  the  infante  don  Antonio  affixed, 
condemning  the  .spirit  of  resistance,  which  had 
shown  itself,  absolving  the  people  from  all  duties 
towards  them,  and  recommending  obedience  to 
France.  The  people  were  here  informed  by  Fer- 
dinand that  his  sense  of  filial  duty  determined  him 
to  give  back  the  throne  to  his  father  the  instant  he 
heard  of  the  protest  against  his  occupation  of  it; 
that  the  king  his  father  in  his  own  name  and  in  that 
of  all  his  race,  abdicated  it  in  favor  of  the  emperoh 
of  the  French,  in  order  that  the  emperor,  consulting 
the  good  of  the  nation,  should  determine  the  per- 
son and  race  which  should  hereafter  occupy  it : 
that  the  emperor  had  engaged  to  maintain  complete^ 
the  independence  and  integi’ity  of  the  Spanish  mo- 
narchy and  its  transmarine  colonies,  without  retain- 
ing the  smallest  of  its  dominions  for  himself : that 
he  engaged  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  Catholic 
religion — but  it  is  idle  labor  and  waste  of  paper  to 
repeat  what  probably  never  was  promised, — or,  if 
promised,  was  never  designed  to  be  performed. 

May  13 — ^To  prepare  the  way  for  Joseph  and  to 
spin  more  closely  the  web  in  which  the  minds  ol  the 
Spaniards  were  to  be  entangled,  Murat  intimated  to 
the  junta,  the  intention  of  placing  him  upon  the 
throne,  and  procured  an  address  from  that  ignoble 
body  to  the  emperor.  “Oh!  that  there  were  no 
Pyrenees  !”  exclaimed  these  sycophants  and  slaves 
in  this  docurrent  of  their  disgrace,  “This  was 
the  constant  wish  of  good  Spaniards  ; because 
there  could  be  no  Pyrenees,  whenever  the  wants 
of  each  should  be  the  same,  when  confidence 
should  be  returned  again,  and  each  of  the  two 
nations  have  received,  in  the  same  degree,  the  re- 
spect due  to  their  independence  and  worth.  The 
interval  which  yet  separates  us  from  this  happy 
moment  cannot  now  be  long.  Your  imperil 
majesty,  who  foresees  every  thing,  and  executes 
them  still  more  swiftly,  has  chosen  for  the  provin- 
cial  government  of  Spain,  a prince  educated  for 
the  art  of  government  in  the  great  school  of  your 
majesty.  He  has  succeeded  in  stilling  the  boldest 
storms  by  the  moderation  and  wisdom  of  his  mea- 
sures. "What  have  we  not,  therefore,  to  hope 
from  his  deeds,  now  that  all  Spaniards  unite  to 
devote  to  him  that  admiration  to  which  he  has  so 
many  claims,  and  assist  him  in  those  labors  which 
he  applies  to  our  service ; — The  Spanish  monarchy 
^hall  resume  the  rank  which  belongs  to  it  among 
the  powers  of  Europe,  as  soon  as  it  is  united  by  a 
new  family  compact  to  its  natural  ally,  whose 
power  is  so  great.  Whoever  the  prince  may  be|» 
wiiom  your  majestv  destines  for  us,  chosen  from 
your  illustrious,  family,  he  will  bring  that  security 
we  so  much  need;  but  Spam  can  urge  a plea 
which  none  of  the  oiher  countries  connec  oad  wiih 
your  majeky  can  dispute.  The  Spanish  tliroiie 
ri.«;es  to  a greater  height.  The  consequences  aris- 
ing from  its  relations  to  France  are  of  an  impor- 
tance coTiimensuraie  with  the  extent  oi  its  pos.ses- 
sions.  It  seems  therefore  that  the  throne  itself  calls 
for  your  maj<‘sty’s  eldest  brother  to  goveim  it.  On 
tlie  other  side,’  it  is,  a happy  pi'csage  that  thisr 
ai-rangement,  which  mature  has  confirmed,  so 
well  correspond.^' with  the  sentiments  of  reverence 
and  admiration  with  which  the  actions  ot  this 
prince,  and  the  wisdom  of  bis  government  ha4 
insph-ed  us.  The  council  of  Caniloi  whose 
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dom  commanded  their  giving  all  the  support  to 
these  principles  which  stood  in  their  power,  unites 
with  the  wish  of  the  supreme  junta.  May  God 
^ant  prosperity  to  your  imperial  and  royal  majesty.” 
May  15 — The  following  address  to  Murat  was 
framed  in  the  name  of  “the  city  of  Madrid  to  his 
Imperial  and  Royal  Highness,”  &c. 

“Monseigneur; — The  city  of  Madrid  has  been 
Informed,  that  its  illustrious  sovereigns  have 
tesigned  the  crown  of  Spain  into  the  hands  of  the 
gi-eat  emperor,  and  that  the  supreme  junta  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  the  council  of  Castile,  have 
notified  to  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  their 
wishes  for  the  well  being  of  this  monarchy;  since 
they  think  it  is  certain,  that  his  imperial  and  royal 
majesty  intends  to  place  the  said  crown  upon  the 
head  of  his  illustrious  brother,  Joseph  Napoleon, 
king  of  Naples.  This  city,  raonseigneur,  distin 
guished  for  its  love  of,  and  obedience  to  its  sove 
reign,  and  desirous  of  the  happiness  of  the  people 
whom  it  contains,  cannot  omit  joining  its  homage 
to  that  of  the  supreme  junta  of  the  government, 
and  of  the  council,  and  to  request  your  highness 
will  have  the  goodness  to  notify  the  same  to  his 
imperial  and  royal  majesty,  if  your  bigness  thinks 
proper.  The  city  avails  itself  of  this  opportunity  to 
assure  your  highness  of  its  respect  and  submission.” 

Graves  could  hardly  yet  have  been  dug  for  those 
who  had  been  massacred,  and  the  places  of  execu- 
tion were  still  covered  with  flakes  of  blood,  when 
the  wretches  of  th6  junta  thus  fawned  upon  Murat 
and  praised  him  for  his  moderation:  and  while  mo- 
thers, widows  and  orphans  were  yet  cursing  him 
and  his  accursed  master,  in  eveiy  street,  and  well 
nigh  in  every  house,  the  matchless  effrontery  of 
French  impudence  palmed  this  forgery  of  the  peo- 
ple’s address. 

May  22 — A letter  was  also  obtained  from  the  car 
dinal  archbishop  of  Toledo.  “The  resignation  of 
Charles,”  he  said,  “and  the  confirmation  of  that 
act  by  the  prince  and  the  infantes,  imposed  upon 
him,  according  to  Gotfs  rvill,  the  pleasing  duty  cf 
laying  at  the  emperor’s  feet  the  assurance  of  his  ho- 
mage, fidelity,  and  reverence.  May  your  imperial  and 
royal  majesty  be  graciously  pleased  to  look  upon 
me  as  one  of  your  most  dutiful  subjects,  and  instruct 
me  concerning  your  high  purposes,  that  I may  be 
ftirnished  with  the  means  of  manifesting  my  un 
feigned  and  zealous  submission.” 

May  25 — Bonaparte  now^  convened  an  assembly 
of  the  notables,  as  he  styled  it,  to  be  held  on  the 
15th  of  June,  at  Bayonne,  confirming  Murat  as 
lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom,  an^  continu- 
ing all  the  existing  authorities.  At  the  same  time 
he  issued  one  of  his  hypocritical  proclamations: — 
‘‘Spaniards!”  it  said,  “after  a long  lingering  dis- 
ease, your  nation  sunk  iftto  decay.  I have  seen, 
your  sufferings;  I will  relieve  them.  Your  great- 
ness makes  a part  of  mine.  Your  princes  have 
ceded  to  me  all  their  rig'hts  to  the  Spanish  crowr . 
I will  not  reign  over  your  provinces,  but  I will  ac- 
quire an  eternal  right  to  the  love  and  gratitude  of 
your  posterity.  Your  monarchy  is  old;  it  must  be 
renovated,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a 
renovation  which  shall  not  be  purchased  by  civil 
war  or  desolation. 

“Spaniaixls!  I have  convened  a general  assembly 
of  the  deputies  of  your  provinces  and  towns,  that 
I may  know  your  desires  and  wants — I shall  lay 
down  m}’^  rights,  and  place  your  illustrious  crown 
upon  the  head  of  one  ^vho  resembles  me;  securing 
you  a constitution  which  will  quite  the  salutary 
power  of  the  sovereign  with  the  liberties  and  rights 


of  the  Spanish  nation.— It  is  my  will  that  my  rnsr 
mory  shall  be  blessed  by  your  latest  posterity,  and 
that  they  shall  say — he  was  the  restorer  of  our 
country.” 

June  6 — Shortly  after  the  date  of  this  proclam  a*, 
tion  he  crowned  his  brother  Joseph,  king  of  Spaip 
ind  the  Indies,  guaranteeing  to  him  the  indepen- 
dence and  in  egrity  of  his  states  in  Europe,  Africa, 
Asia  and  America. 

Had  all  the  Spaniards  been  as  base  as  those  who 
vere  in  authority  at  the  seat  of  government,  they 
would  now  have  been  passively  transferred,  like  a 
herd  of  beasts,  fi*om  one  master  to  another.  Spain 
would  have  fallen  ingloriously  like  Holland;  year 
after  year  her  youth  would  have  been  sorted  out  by 
Bonaparte’s  conscription,  and  marched  off  to  be 
slaughtered  in  distant  regions,  wherever  new  pro- 
jects should  direct  the  desolating  career;  burthen 
after  burthen  would  have  been  imposed  upon  the 
exhausted  country;  submission  would  only  have 
invited  new  oppression;  and  finally,  some  sweep- 
ing decree  would  have  deprived  it  of  its  existence  as 
separate  state  and  of  its  name  as  a nation.  But 

the  Spaniards  are  an  uncorrupted  people. The 

massacre  of  Madrid,  and  the  transactions  at  Bay'- 
onne,  were  no  sooner  known,  than  they  fled  to  arms, 
as  if  by  one  instantaneous  impulse,  over  the  whole 
peninsula.  Abandoned  as  they  were,  by  one  part 
of  the  royal  family,  deprived  of  the  rest:  forsaken 
too,  as  then  appeared,  by  those  nobles  and  states- 
men on  whose  talents  and  patriotism  they  had  for- 
merly fixed  their  hopes, — for  the  friends  of  Ferdi- 
nand, who  had  accompanied  him  to  Bayonne,  had 
transferred  their  services  to  the  intruder; — betrayed 
by  their  government,  their  strong  places  and  fron- 
tier passes  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the  flower 
of  their  own  troops  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and 
60,000  French,  accustomed  to  victory,  and  already- 
flushed  with  Spanish  slaughter,  in  their  capital  and 
in  the  heart  of  their  country, — under  these  compli- 
cated disasters,  they  rose  in  universal  insurrection 
against  the  mightiest  military  power  that  ever  yet 
existed:  a force  not  less  tremendous  for  its  magni- 
tude  than  its  admirable  organization,  directed  al- 
ways with  consummate  skill,  and  wielded  by  con- 
summate wickedness.  A spirit  of  patriotism  burst 
out  which  astonished  Europe.  Tl)ey  who  were 
best  acquainted  with  the  Spanish  people  were  least 
surprised,  though  most  delighted;  those  persons 
who  were  familiar  with  their  past  history  and  their 
present  state, — who  had  heard  the  peasantry  talk  of 
their  old  lieroic  ancestry,  of  theCidandof  Hernan 
Cortez, — had  witnessed  the  passionate  transfigura- 
tion which  a Spaniard  underwent  when  recurring 
from  those  times  to  his  ow-n,  his  brave  impatience, 
this  generous  sense  of  humiliation,  and  the  feeling 
with  which  his  soul  seemed  to  shake  off  the  y'oke 
of  these  inglorious  days,  and  take  sanctuary  among 
the  tombs  of  his  ancestors, — they  knew  that  the 
spirit  of  Spain  w'as  still  alive,  and  had  looked  on  to 
this  resurrection  of  the  dry  bones. 

(to  bx  cojfTixur.n.) 


To  the  editor  of  the  Weekly  "Register . 

Mu.  Niles — As  he^wp  appears  likely  to  become 
one  of  the  greatest  staples  of  our  countr}';  and  as  I 
hold  the  same  opinion  of  the  following  article  as 
that  entertained  by  Mr.  Baxter,  certainly  a good 
judge  of  the  matter,— I shall  feel  a personal  grati- 
fication, and  believe  you  will  render  a public  benefit, 
by  giving  it  a place  in  the  Register. 

\ SUBSCRIBER. 
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FHOCE9B  FOR  ROTTIRO  HEMP. 

The  following*  article,  which  I lately  read  in  a 
newspaper,  and  which  I understand  to  have  been 
written  by  one  of  the  best  chemists  in  this  state,  is 
in  my  opinion,  of  too  much  value  to  be  suffered  to 
perish  as  a mere  newspaper  paragraph.  I have  there-  i 
fore,  had  it  printed  in  its  present  form,  in  the  belief 
that  the  adoption  of  the  method  recommended,  will 
be  a national  good.  Having  been  for  thirty  years 
past  in  the  habit  of  manufacturing  hemp  and  flax, 
and  having  paid  that  attention  to  the  subject  wliich 
its  near  connection  with  my  own  interests  required, 
I do  not  think  I can  justly  be  accused  of  vanity,  in 
presuming  to  think,  that  I am  qualified  to  judge  of 
the  advantages  or  disadvantages,  which  must  ac- 
crue from  the  adoption  of  a particular  process  in 
the  manufacturing  of  either  Hemp  or  Flax.  With 
these  impressions  and  views,  I give  the  article  a new 
mode  of  existence  and  new  means  of  usefiilness. 

JOHN  GEORGE  BAXTER. 
Blockley  Flax  and  Hemp  Spinning'  JVLilly 
, Philadelphia  County y April  21,  1808.  5 

In  September,  1803,  the  French  government  hear- 
ing of  some  improvements  in  the  steeping  of  Hemp, 
made  by  a M.  Bralle,  of  Amiens,  sent  for  him  to 
Paris,  and  directed  a set  of  experiments  to  be  made 
on  the  new  method  of  M.  Bralle,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  M.  Molard,  administrator  of  the  conservato- 
ry of  arts  and  manufactures.  The  experiments 
were  made  in  January,  February  and  March,  1804; 
md  Bonaparte  directed  the  result  to  be  published 
ior  general  information. 

In  the  old  method  for  treating  Hemp,  it  is  laid 
down  on  the  grass  and  exposed  to  the  dews  and 
rains,  for  a month  or  six  weeks,  being  turned  two 
or  three  times  a week.  This  facilitates  the  sepera- 
tion  of  the  tow*  [hemp]  from  the  stalk:  but  this 
process  takes  away  so  much  from  the  string  of  the 
tow  [hemp]  that  government  will  not  buy  hemp 
thus  manufactured. 

Another  method  is,  to  steep  bundles  of  hemp  in 
creeks,  or  ponds,  or  ditches,  from  ten  to  twenty 
days  according  to  the  state  of  the  weather:  the  tow 
[hemp]  is  thus  rendered  seperable  from  the  hemp 
stalk.  In  creeks  this  method  is  liable  to  loss,  and 
in  ponds  or  ditches  the  mud  and  dirt  hurts  the  co- 
lor and  quality  of  the  tow  [hemp.]  To  say  nothing 
of  the  infectious  nature  of  the  air  generated  from 
this  putrifying  substance  in  the  heat  of  summer. 

M.  Bralle’s  method  is  as  follows: — 

Provide  a copper  or  brass  vessel  (iron  will  proba- 
bly stain  the  tow)  [hemp]  allowing  rather  b^etter 
than  one  gallon  and  a half  (wine  measure)  in  con- 
tents, per  lb.  of  hemp;  thus,  to  work  on  fifty  pounds 
of  hemp,  the  vessel  should  hold  about  eighty  gal- 
Ipns.  It  should  be  in  shape  cylindrical,  for  the 
hemp  to  lay  length-ways,  but  if  it  can  be  set  on  end 
(vertically)  it  answers  still  better.  This  quantity  of 
hemp  will  require  one  pound  or  one  pound  and  a 
quarter  at  the  utmost  of  (Savon  Vend,  green  soap,) 
soft  soap,  well  made,  and  not  containing  a super- 
abundance of  lye,  as  our  common  family -made 
soft  soap  in  the  back  country  often  does,  but  boiled 
till  it  has  taken  up  a sufficient  quantity  of  fat;  that 
kind  of  soft  soap  in  fact,  that  will  not  chop  the 
hands.  Put  this  soap  to  as  much  water  as  with  the 
hemp  to  be  put  in  afterwards,  will  nearly  fill  the 


vessel.  Bring  the  water  and  the  soap  to  a boiling 
heat,  or  near  it:  when  it  is  litile  under  a boiling 
heat  (200®  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer)  put  in  the 
hemp,  cover  the  vessel  close,  draw  out  the  fire  and 
let  the  hemp  stay  two  hours.  Take  it  out  at  the 
end  of  that  time;  cover  it  over  with  straw  that  it 
may  cool  gradually.  Spread  it  on  ti  e floor,  next 
day,  run  a heavy  roller  over  it  several  tiuic^,  which 
answers  the  purpose  of  beating.  It  peels  easily, 
whether  wet  or  dry.  When  peeled,  spread  the  tow 
[hemp]  on  the  grass  for  five  or  six  days  to  bleach. 
If  the  hemp  is  intended  to  be  stripped,  not  wei  but 
dry,  spread  the  hemp  stalk  itself  on  the  grass  f;c 
that  length  of  time  to  bleach  it 

It  will  not  answer  to  put  the  hernp  in  cold 
soap  and  water — This  process  may  perhaps  be  iiii* 
proved.  Thus  I suppose  an  escabiishrneTit  of  one 
boiler  holding  eighty  gallons,  ;'nd  three  cyt  ndncal 
wooden  tubs  or  barrels  near  it.  Fill  the  bar  l els 
with  fifty  pounds  weight  of  hemp  each.  Fil)  ihe 
boiler  with  water,  and  one  pound  and  a quarter  of 
soft  soap;  when  it  boils  let  it  run  off  by  a cock  into 
one  of  the  barrels  of  hemp  placed  below.  Cover  it 
up,  and  while  this  is  steeping,  fill  the  boiler  for  tlie 
second  barrel.  In  less  than  ,an  hour  you  can  uiiike 
the  second  eighty  gallons  boil;  turn  it  into  the  se- 
cond barrel  of  hemp.  Then  boil  a third  portion  of 
soap  and  water,  and  by  the  time  it  boils  you  will  be 
ready  to  empty  the  barrel  of  hemp  first  filled,  and 
thus  in  a summer’s  day  one  person  can  manage  with 
ease  7 50  weight  of  hemp,  if  another  be  employed  in 
taking  it  out  and  spi*eading  it.  Consider,  war  may 
ensue;  and  whether  for  our  own  consumption  or  for 
sale  to  others,  is  there  an  article  of  culture  so  pro- 
fitable as  hemp.? 

The  advantages  of  this  process  are: 

1st  It  saves  time. 

2dly.  The  hemp  is  stronger,  whiter,  softer  and 
cleaner. 

3dly.  It  can  be  carried  on  at  all  times  of  the  year. 

4thly.  The  produce  is  greater:  by  the  old  process 
800  pounds  of  hehip  stalks  produced  when  steeped, 
pulled  and  beaten,  150  pounds  of  pure  tow  [hemp] 
by  M.  Bralle’s  process  the  yield  is  200  pounds. 

5thly.  The  new  method  is  beyond  all  comparison 
more  healthy  than  the  old  one,  to  which  in  this 
country  there  would  be  serious  objections  in  point 
of  health.  We  suffer  enough  as  it  is  from  the  un- 
happy atmo.sphere  of  putrifying  vegetables  on  a 
moist  soil,  exposed  to  the  heats  of  an  autumnal  sun, 

6thly.  Whereas  the  old  method  of  treating  hemp 
requires  the  vicinity  of  creeks,  ditches,  rivers  or 
ponds,  in  this  method  any  w ell  can  fuimish  w'ater 
enough,  and  the  manipulation  can  be  carried  off 
any  where.  In  France  they  make  tlieir  steeplngs 
in  copper.  - Yours,  &c.  T.  C. 

JVorthumberland.  - 


* By  some  error,  the  word  to~iv  has,  in  several 
places,  been  printed  in  place  of  the  word  hemp.  I 
have  put  the  word  [liemp]  in  brackets  directl}"  after 
the  word  tow,  where  this  last  word  is  used  instead 
of  the  word  hemp. 


Patent  Madiiiie. 

Account  of  a patent,  granted  in  France  (Brevet 
d’Invention)  for  an  improA'ement  in  weaving,  to 
the  SiCur  Despiau,  Manufacturer  at  Condon, 
January  5,  1805. 

The  invention  renders  it  unnecessary  for  the 
workmen  to  throw  the  shuttle  with  his  hand,  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  method.  The  following  is 
the  mode  of  proceed  ing.  The  weaver,  when  he  .sets 
his  foot  on  the  treadles  to  open  the  w'^arp,  at  the 
same  time  moves  two  springs,  placed  on  each  side 
of  the  loorn,  by  w'hich  the  shuttle  is  thrown  at  the 
moment  when  the  frame  is  removed  back  a,s  far  as 
it  ought  to  be.  His  hands  thererfbre  remain'  at 
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liberty,  and  he  can  pull  back  the  frame  either 
al  ernately  with  one  or  the  other  or  with  both 
hands  at  once,  when  he  wishes  to  make  the  texture 
closer.  The  experiments  made  on  this  loom  at 
the  conservatory  prove  that  a weaver  may  work  a 
longer  time  at  it,  and  with  much  less  fatigue,  than 
at  the  loom  with  the  ordinary  shuttle:  that  he  may 
weave  in  12  hours,  14  metres,  24  centimetres,  or  12 
Paris  ells  of  any  kind  of  yard  wide  cotton  stuff.  It 
is  certain  that  a good  workmen  cannot  make  by  the 
hand  in  the  same  time,  more  than  four  ells  of  the 
same  kind  of  stuff,  and  six  ells  at  most  by  the  ordi- 
nary flying  shuttle. 

The  same  experiments  likewise  demonstrated 
that  his  improved  loom  may  be  employed  With  ad- 
vantage in  the  manufac  ure  of  all  kinds  of  stuffs, 
particularly  woollens,  blankets,  linens,  &c.  that  the 
additions  and  alterations  required  by  ordinary  looms 
will  be  attended  with  very  little  expense;  that  the 
construction  of  the  mechanism  by  which  the  shut- 
tle is  thrown  is  simple  and  requires  no  expense  to 
keep  it  in  I’epyir;  and  lastly,  that  it  may  be  adopted 
to  all  the  looms  of  the  ordinary  construction.  The 
loom  for  weaving  woolen  cloth,  for  a single  man, 
according  to  the  invention  of  M.  Despiau,  has  been 
simplified  by  M.^enon.  From  this  it  results  that 
in  eleven  hours,  one  man  can  weave  4 ells  and  a 
quarter  of  cloth  of 3, 600  threads,  while  in  the  same 
space  two  men  with  the  common  loom  could  only 
finish  3 ells  3 eighths. 

As  the  patentee  is  unable  to  supply  all  the  de- 
mands that  have  already  been  made  for  his  inven- 
tion he  has  resolved  1o  have  models  of  it  executed. 
All  the  parts  composing  these  models,  together  with 
the  box  in  which  they  are  packed,  weigh  only  ttven- 
ty  eight  kilogrammes,  and  are  sold  at  the  moderate 
price  of  thirty-six  francs. — With  one  of  these  mo- 
dels any  manufacturer  may  himself  adopt  the  new 
invention  to  his  loom. 

Messrs.  Barbazon  and  Co.  cloth  manufacturers, 
at  the  Gobelins  at  Paris,  are  fitting  up  all  their 
looms  in  this  principle.  Two  springs,  40  francs; 
two  latches,  5 francs;  two  swings  of  wood,  6 francs; 
stretchers  for  the  frame,  and  a case  for  the  shuttle, 
15  francs.  Total  66  francs.  For  looms  for  weav- 
ing woollen  stuffs,  silk,  or  cotton,  up  to  an  ell  in 
widtli,  the  total  expense  is  only  48  francs. 


French  Budget  for  1811, 

PUBLIC  Debt. 


Perpetual  debt  - - - 

Francs  62,300,000 

Ditto  of  Holland 

- 62,000,01)0 

Float  ing  debt  - 

15,300,000 

Ditto  of  Holland 

- 1.200,000 

105,800,000 

Pensiows. 

Pensions  civil  and  military 

- 20,000,000 

Ditto  of  Holland 

3,300,000 

Fxclesiastical  pensions 

- 28,900,000 

Civil  list  and  French  Princes  - 

28,300,000 

80,500,000 

Seutices. 

Judicial  salaries 

- 27,466,000 

Exterior  relations  - - - 

8,800,000 

Interior  . - - - 

- 60,000,000 

Finances  . . - - 

24,000,000 

Imperial  treasury 

- 8,000,000 

War 

280,000,000 

Commissariat 

- 180,000,000 

Marine  . . - - 

140,000,000 

Public  worship 

. 16,500,000 

General  police  ... 

2,000,000 

Expences  of  negociation  - 

- 8,500,000 

Fund  of  reserve  - . - 

23,034,000 

Grand  Total  - 

- 954,000,000 

Equal  to  - 

S 178,855,000 

Copenhagen,  July  23,  1811. 
Particulars  of  goods  that  passed  the  Sound  for 
Baltic  markets  in  American  ships,  from  January  1, 
to  Jiilvl5,1811. 


1,393,894  lbs.  rice 


4,559,349 

cotton 

6,381,645 

sugar 

:2, 105,361 

coffee 

519,711 

■tobacco 

90,896 

indigo 

128,312 

ginger 

77,241 

spices  dif- 
ferent kinds 

143,010 

pepper 

150,342 

raw  ditto 

96,547 

gum  arabic 

7,801 

cott.  twist 

5,321 

anniseed 

4,224 

sarsaparilla 

13,086 

cheese 

9,208 

tin 

,13,144 

ivory 

1,005  bags  cocoa 
351caksoil 
52  pipes  wine 
1,096  boxes  fruit 
45,144  feet  mahogany 
450  packs  cassia 
41  bales  & hogs- 
heads bark 
1,210  bullocks  horns 
12,515  bushels  salt 
1,788  tons  logwood, 
fustic,  &c. 
18  bales  nankeens 
23,076  hides 
27,965  gall  ons  rum 
208  barrels  beef 
and  pork. 


The  Chronicle,  &c. 

A letter  from  a gentleman  at  Gottenbiirg  gives 
us  a very  flattering  account  of  the  pi'oceedings  oC 
our  Charge  des  Affaires  in  Denmark.  We  are 
told  that  to  Mr.  Erving’s  exertions  are  to  be  attri-, 
buted  the  release  ofeighty  American  vessels,  which, 
by  detention  and  trial,  would  have  cost  the  mer- 
chants half  a million  of  dollars.  It  is  said  he  M ill 
obtain  the  discharge  of  every  American  vessel 
except  those  that  “sought  protection  under  the 
British  cannon,”  and  were  captured  while  under 
British  convoy. 

The  tide  has  turned. — The  British  East  India 
company  lately  received  fifty  tons  of  silver  from 
China.  How  this  change  of  trade  has  been  pro- 
duced we  are  not  informed. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  lately  gave  a feast  so  splen- 
did that  it  cost  the  people  about  g 250,000.  The 
company'  began  to  assemble  at  the  early  hour  of 
nine  o’clock  at  night,  and  as  soon  as  twelve,  the 
whole  collected! — To  give  an  idea  of  the  prepara- 
tion for  this  entertainment,  it  is  stated,  that  4000 
quarts  of  cream  were  required  by  the  cooks  and 
pastry  makers. 

In  South  America^  it  appears,  the  people  of 
Buenos  Ayres  are  still  at  war  w'ith  those  of  Monte 
Video.  The  latter  city  is  invested  by  an  army  of 
tfie  former,  and  an  account  of  its  surrender  may 
be  expected  by  the  next  arrivals;  provisions  being 
extremely'  scarce.  Montevideo  holds  out  for  royal- 
ty— Thq  Buenos  Ayreans  have  established  a popu- 
lar government,  and  we  wish  them  success. 

In  May  last  the  French  navy'  M'i^s  said  to  consist 
of  64  ships  ofthe  line,  ready  for  sea,  and  44  frigates. 
Bonaparte  was  building  & had  in  ordinary,  46  sail 
of  the  line  and  20  frigates — total  110  ships  of  ihe 
line  and  64  frigates,  ^me  of  his  sliips  are  stated  to 
be  among  the  first  intheMorld — but,  like  Sterne’s 
;startling — “they  can’t  get  out  ” 
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The  British  have  on  lake  Ontario,  the  ship  Royal  f 
George,  of  22  guns,  long  12’s;  Earl  of  Moria,  12  i 
^ns;  Duke  of  Kent,  6 guns;  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
% guns,  and  Ternato,  6 guns;  all  manned.  The 
tTnited  States  have  there  only  one  brig  mounting 
32  twenty-four  pound  carronades. 

The  frequent  marching  of  troops,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  several  new  military  posts,  induces  a belief 
that  the  governor  of  Canada  expects  a war  with 
the  United  States.  But  Canada  contains,  in  itself 
the  seeds  of  its  own  subjugation  whenever  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  give  the  word.  We  mean  in  the 
American  emigrants,  as  well  as  thO  dissatisfied 
Erench  descendants.  Biit  Quebec  and  some  other 
Itlaces  would  make  a formidable  defence. 

The  following  statement  of  the  French  force 
that  entered  Spam  and  Portugal  from  the  year  1807 
to  January  1,  1811,  is  copied  from  the  London 
Courier. 

Statement  of  the  French  force  -which  entered  Spain 


In  1807— Infantry 

- 47,500 

Orleans  - 

- 6 

9 

Cavalry  • • • 

7,120 

Essex  - • - - 

6 

3 

In  1808 — Infantry  • • - 

- 209,500 

Franklin  - • - 

- 4 

12 

Cavalry  - • 

- 36,200 

Jefferson  • • - - 

10 

3 

In  1809 — ^Infantry  - - - 

w 44,950 



Cavalry  - - - 

4,302 

129 

77 

In  1810— Infantry  - 

. 124,500 

77 

Cavalry  ... 

25,734 

— 

Total  in  four  years:— 

Majority  in  the  house  «. 

52 

Infantry  - • - 

- 426,200 

Lieutenant  gov.  and  council 

13 

Cavalry  - - * 

. 73,356 

— 

Employed  in  the  civil  line  • • 

. 7,650 

Majority  in  joint  ballot 

65 

Guides,  &c. 

. 7,530 

A vessel  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia 

in  37 

. 514,796! 
820 


Grand  total 
ifteces  of  artillery  - 

FVom  the  1st  January,  1811,  to  the  28th  there 
had  only  entered  Spain  by  Bayonne,  600  infantry 
and  130  horse. 

I)own  to  the  26th  February,  1811,  there  bad  been 
marched  into  France  by  way  of  Irun,  42,228  Spa- 
niards, Portuguese,  &c.  prisoners. 

From  1807  to  1811  not  more  than  53,000  of  the 
"French  troops  returned  to  France. 

StateJnent  of  the  Frenchforce  -which  entered  Portugal 

Before  the  siege  of  Cuidad  Rodrigo  the  grand 
total  was  105,000  men,  deducting  8000  sick. 

They  lost  in  the  siege  of  Rodrigo  6 or  7000  men. 

Massena  entered  Portugal  with  70,000  men,  to 
which  is  to  be  added  the  9th  corps,  which  raised 
his  force  to  88,000  men. 

The  present  French  force  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
is  estimated  at  nearly  -121,000  men — ^which  being 
added  to  the  number  said  to  have  returned  to 
France,  leaves  a grand  total  loss  of  about  six  hun- 
dred thousand  men! 

The  present  disposable  force  of  the  “allies”-*^ 
British,  Spanish  and  Portuguese,  including  the  late 
reinforcements,  may  be  estimated  at  160,000  men. 
besides  partizan  corps,  very  destructive  to  the 
French. 

Bonaparte  seems  determined  to  extirpate  the  use 
of  foreign  sugars  in  his  dominions.  iThe  same  dis- 
position prevails  in  Austria.  32,000  acres  of  land 
(in  France)  are  planted  or  planting  with  BEETS, 
pursuant  to  a decree  for  that  purpose.  By  calcula- 
tion, it  appears,  that  300  acres  will  produce  133,200 
kSogrammes  (266,400  American  pounds)  of  crude 
sugar,  which  will  not  lose  more  than  one  eighth  in 
refining.  It  is  stated  that  the  importation  of  sugar 
will  be  entirely  prohibited  after  January  1812. 


The  exportation  of  gold  coin  to  France  froic 
England,  appears  to  be  carried  to  a greu:  extent, 
in  despite  of  the  exertions  of  the  govenmitn:  of 
the  latter;  who,  nevertheless,  have  lately  ad  op.  ed 
a method  f making  paper  a legal  tender  J that  v.dU 
banish  the  metal  from  circulation,  perhaps,  in  their 
own  dominions. 

Vermokt,  1811. — From  the  most  correct  infor- 
mation we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  we  believe  the 
political  parties  in  our  next  legislature  will  stand 
as  follows: 


Counties. 
Bennington 
Rutland 
Windham 
Windsor 
Addison 
Orange 
Chittenden 
Caledonia 
Grand  Isle 


Rep. 

9 

- 20 
8 

- 18 
15 

- 15 

7 

- 10 

1 


Fed. 

5 

5 

13 

2 

5 

2 

8 

5 

4 


from  Liverpool,  bringing  London  dates  to  the  21st 
of  August.  George  the  third  still  lived;  but  all 
hopes  of  his  recovery  was  at  an  end.  One  of  his 
.sons  called  the  duke  of  Sussex  is  dangerously  ill. 

The  Belliqueux  of  74  guns,  which  came  home 
last  week  as  escort  of  the  China  fleet,  brings  intel- 
ligence that  the  Dutch,  after  having  destroyed  all 
the  fortifications  had  evacuated  Batavia  and  retired 
to  Murrack  a strong  position  in  the  streights  of 
Sunda.  (^London  Aug.  18 

Price  of  stocks  this  day  at  1 o’clock,  3 per  cent. 
63  1-2  98—3  per  C.  R.  63  1-2-7 .8-3 -4-5-8— 4 per  C. 
80  5-8—5  per  C.  94  3-4-5-8-7-8— Omnium  1 13  5 8^ 
dis.  August  21. 

Died  lately  in  England,  Richard  Penny  in  the 
76thyear  of  his  age.  He  was  second  in  denial  de* 
scent  from  the  illustrious  founder  of  Pennsylvania. 


The  Editor’s  Depai’tment. 

Disappointed  in  the  receipt  of  an  expected  com- 
munication on  manufactures,  the  intention  express- 
ed in  our  last  has  not  been  complied  with. 

At  the  request  of  several  gentlemen  we  have  in- 
serted Mr.  Blodgefs  general  table  of  the  United 
States— we  rather  considered  it  premature  to  do  so, 
as  a knowledge  of  many  facts,  to  be  communicated 
to  congress,  will  remove  conjectures  The  actual 
population  of  the  United  States  in  1810  was  7,238, 
421  souls. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  opinion  held  of  the  Week- 
ly Register,  the  editor  again  (with  pride  and 
pleasure)  offers  his  thanks  to  .more  than  one  hundred 
new  subscribers  since  the  last  publication. 

New  subscribers  are  furnished  from  the  beginmg 
—notices  of  irregularities  or  omissions  are  request- 
ed to  be  txanmitted  to  tlie  office. 


VoL.  1.] 
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wish  no  olher  herald 


‘‘No  other  speaker  oi' 7^7/  Uvmg  actio?iSy 
“To  keep  mine  lionor  from  corruption 
“lint  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakespeare — hen'iiy  titt. 


}*rinted  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’ Codee-house,  ai  %5  p-r  an  lum 
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(COXTIXUEI)  FROM  PAGE  78.) 

MR.  ROSE’S  ULTIMATUM. 

Washington,  JM'arch  17,  1808 
Sir — Being’  deeply  impressed  with  the  sense  ol 
liis  majesty’s  anxiety,  that  full  effect  should  be 
given  to  those  views  of  justice  and  moderation,  by 
which  his  conduct  has  been  regulated  through  the 
whole  of  the  unfortunate  transaction  whence  the 
present  differences  have  arisen  ; and  of  the  disap- 
pointment with  w hich  he  would  learn  the  frustra- 
tion of  his  just  and  equitable  purposes  ; I have 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  me^  on  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  wliich  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  on  the  5th’  instant,  to  apply  anew  to  this  mat- 
ter the  most  ample  and  serious  consideration.  It 
is  with  the  most  painful  sensations  of  regret,  that 
I find  myself  on  the  result  of  it,  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  declining  to  enter  into  the  terms  of  negocia- 
tion,  which  by  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
United'  States,  you  therein  offer.  I do  not  feel 
myself  competent,  in  the  present  instance,  to  de- 
part from  those  instructions,  which  I stated  in  my 
letter  of  the  26th  of  January  last,  and  which  pre- 
clude me  from  acceding-  to  the  condition  thus  pro- 
posed. 

I should  add,  that  I am  absolutely  prohibited 
from  entering  upon  matters  unconnected  with  the 
specific  object  I am  authorised  to  discuss,  much 
less  can  I thus  g’ive  any  pledge  concerning  them. 
The  condition  su'ggested,  moreover,  leads  to  the  di- 
rect inference  that  the  proclamation  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the  2d  of  July,  1807, 
is  maintained  either  as  an  equivalent  for  reparation 
for  tile  time  being,  or  as  a compulsion  to  make  it. 

It  is  with  the  more  profound  regret,  that  I feel 
myself  under  the  necessity  of  declaring,  that  I am 
unable  to  act  upon  the  terms  thus  proposed ; as  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you,  in  conformity  to 
my  instructions,  tlvat  on  the  rejection  of  tlie  de- 
mand stated  in  my  former  letter  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty,  my  mission  is  terminated.  And  as  his  ma 


remove;  I shall  therefore  take  a short  review  of  the 
transaction  which  has  given  rise  to  these  discus- 
sions, in  order  the  more  correctK  to  determine  the 
soundness  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  demand 
is  made. 

Certain  deserters  from  his  majesty’s  navv,  many 
of  them  his  natural  born  subjects,  having  entered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  8tates,  were  repeated- 
ly and  fruitle.ssly  demanded  by  the  Britisii  o dicers, 
of  the  recruiting  officers  of  the  United  States ; 
but  were  retained  in  their  new  service.  As  it  was 
a niatter  of  notoriety,  that  several  of  these  deserters 
were  on  board  the  frigate  of  ;hc  United  States  the 
Che.sapeake,  they  were  demanded  of  that  frig’ate 
on  the  liigh  seas,  by  his  majesty’s  ship  Leopard ; 
and  all  knowledge  of  their  presence  on  board  beinw 
denied,  she  was  attacked,  and  four  of  tiiem,  onc- 
avowedly  a native-Englishman,  were  taken  out  of 
her.  'Without  being  deterred  by  the  cnnsideratioji 
of  how  far . circumstances  hostile  in  their  nature, 
had  provoked,  though  they  undoulitedly  b"  no 
means  justified  this  act  of  the  Britisii  officer*  his 
majesty’s  government  directed  that  a positl\  e disa- 
vowal of  the  right  of  search  asserted  in  tins  case; 
and  of  the  act  of  the  British  oificer,  as  being  au- 
thorised, and  a promise  of  reparation,  should  be 
conveyed  to  the  American  minister  in  Ixmdon, 
before  he  had  made  any  rcpreseniatxon  by  order  of 
the  United  States. 

This  disavowal  made  on  the  second  of  August 
last,  was  transmitted  by  him  to  his  g-overnment  be 
fore  the  6th  of  that  month  ; but  before  IMr.  Monroe 
had  received  his  orders  to  demand  reparation,  liis 
majesty  learnt  with  what  surprize  it  is  needless  to 
dwell  upon,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
had  interdicted  by  proclamation  bearing*  date  the  2d 
of  July,  1S07,  the  entry  of  all  their  port.s  try  thtt 
whole  of  his  navy ; this  .surprize  was  certainly  in- 
creased, when  in  the  letter  delivered  by  that  minis- 
ter to  reqiurc  address  for  the  wrong,  although  it 
went  into  details  unconnected  with  .it ; not  only  no 
concern  was  expressed  on  tlie  part  of  the  Lhiited 
States,  at  having  felt  themselves  compelled  to  enact 


jesty’s  government  in  providing  me  with  those  in-  ji^easirrcs  of  so  much  injury  and  indignity  towards 
structions,  did  not  conceive  that  after  the  dcclara-  c. 


Structions,  did  not  conceive  that  after  the  declara- 
tion of  his  sentiments  respecting  tlie  affair  of  the 
Chesapeak  was  made  known  to  this  government, 
the  state  of  any  transactions  pending  or  untermma- 
ted  between  the  two  nations  could  justify  the  per- 
severance in  the  enforcement  of  the  president’s  pro- 
clamation, I can  exercise  no  discretion  on  this  point. 

As  on  a former  accasion  I detailed,  though 
minutely,  the  motives  for  that  demand,  on  tlie  part 
of  his  majesty  which  I,  with  so  much  concern, 
learn  to  be  deemed  inadmissable  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  : I should  here  abstain  from 
any  expo.sition  of  them  which  visibly  can  have  no. 


a friendly  power,  but  no  mention  wa.s  made  of  the 
causes  of  such  measures  being  resorted  to,  or  even 
of  the  fact  of  their  having  been  adojited.  In  addi- 
tion to  tlic  embarrassment  arising  from  tliese  cir- 
cmnslanccs,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  c.vpla- 
nation.s  subsequently  given  to  ^^r.  Canning,  the 
introduction  of  a subject  foreign  to  that^if  tlie 
complaint,  became  the  main  impediment  to  the 
success  of  this  discussion  wliich  took  place  in 
l-ondon.  "When  I had  the  lionour  to  open  the  nc- 
goci.ation  witli  you,  sir,  as  I Imd  learnt  that  tlu; 
lii'oclamation  was  still  in  force,  it  became  my 
duty  conformably  to  my  instructions,  to  requir< 


turther  effect  upon  the  negociation,  if  I did  not  its  i-ecall,  as  a prelinimarv  to  further  di.scuss‘ion  • 
deem  it  essential  that  they  should  not  be  left  under  had  it  not  been  m foi'ce,  I ’was  not  ordered  to  have 
nay  misappi’cu'gi?ion  which  I inigbt  able,  to  taken  it  intv  in  th?  r.djustnictit  of  re 
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paration;  and  it  was  considered  as  hai’div  poasii^le 
xhat  it  should  not  iutve  been  recalled  immediateiv 
upon  the  knowiedg'c  ot  his  majesty’s  disavowei  of 
tlic  attack  upon  the  Chesapeak,  as  an  authorised 
act.  But  his  majesty  could  not  sufler  the  negocia- 
tion  to  be  carried  on  m his  bchaif,  under  an  inter- 
dict, which  even  if  justifiable  in  tne  first  moment  of 
irritat  on,  cannot  be  continued  after  the  declaration 
of  his  majesty’s  sentiments  upon  the  transaction, 
except  m a spirit  of  hostility. 

Il  miglu  iiave  been  fairly  contended,  that  in  the 
first  instance,  the  exercise  of  such  an  act  of  power, 
before  reparation  was  refused  or  unduly  protracted. 
Was  incompatabie  with  the  purposes  and  essence  of 
pacific  neg’ociatioii,  and  With  a demand  of  redress 
xliroug-ji  that  channel : but  such  have  been  his  ma- 
jesty’s conciliatory  views  that  this  arg-ument  has  not 
been  insisted  on,  althoug-li  it  mig'ht  now  be  more 
ibrc  bly  urged,  as  it  appears  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  was  ifom  the  first  sensible  that 
even  had  hostility  been  meditated  by  the  British  .g  >- 
vernment,  it  would  not  have  commenced  m such 
a manner.  But  the  exception  taken,  is  to  the  en- 
fpreement  continued  up  to  the  present  time,  of 
measures  highly  unii  iendly  in  their  tendency,  per- 
sisted in,  not  only  after  the  disavowei  in  question ; 
the  promise  of  the  proiTer,  of  suitable  reparation, 
and  tilt  renewed  assurances  of  his  majestey’s  amica- 
ble dispositions,  but,  after  security  has  been  given 
in  a public  instrument  bearing*  date  of  the  16th  of 
October,  1807,  that  the  claim  to  the  seizures  of  de- 
serters from  the  national  ships  of  other  powers, 
cannot  again  be  brought  forward  by  his  majesty’s 
naval  ofBcers,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the 
injury  and  indignity  to  which  his  majesty’s  service 
is  exposed  both  as  touching  tlic  freedom  and  secu- 
rity of  correspondents  of  his  agents  and  accredited 
ministers  :n  the  Un  ted  States,  or  as  resulting  from 
a measure  which  in  time  of  war,  excludes  the  whole 
of  his  navy  from  all  their  ports  ; which  ports  are 
corapleteiy  open  to  the  ficets  of  his  enemies.  It 
will  be  sulficient  to  observe,  that  even  where  exemp- 
tions from  it  are  granted,  they  are  made  .subject  to 
such  conditions,  that  of  the  three  last  British  ships 
of  war,  which  have  entered  tliese  ports  upon  public 
business,  two  of  them,  his  majesty’s  ship  Statira, 
having  on  board  a minister  sent  out  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  present  differences,  and  a schooner 
bearing  dispatches,  in  consequence  of  their  inabili- 
ty to  procure  pilots,  were  obliged  to  enter  tlieir 
waters  without  sudi  assistance,  and  Were  exposed 
to  consideralile  danger.  Great  Britain,  by  the  forms 
established,  could  repair  the  wrongs  committed, 
even  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  United  States,  no 
otlierwise  than  by  the  channel  of  negociation  : yet 
she  avowed  distinctly  that  a wrong  was  committed, 
and  that  sl\e  was  ready  to  make  reparation  for  it;  it 
cannot  therefore  be  contended,  that  the  unavoldaide 
delay  of  actual  reparation,  subjected  her  to  the 
imputation  of  prcsisting  in  an  ag-gression,  which 
was  disclaimed  from  the  first ; if  this  is  true,  liow- 
ever  much  she  will  regret  any  impediment  in  the 
adjustment  of  a difilrence,  in  which  the  feelings  of 
this  nation  are  so  materially  interested,  can  she 
consistently  with  a due  care  of  her  own  lionor  and 
interests,  allow  it  to  be  concluded  on  her  part  under 
an  adherence  to  a conduct  which  has  a decided  cha- 
racter of  enmity  in  llie  proceedings  held  towards 
her  by  the  other  ]jarty. 

I know  not  in  whut  view  the  perserverance  in  the 
president’s  proclamation,  up  to  this  moment,  can  be 
considered,  but  in  that  of  a measure  of  retaliation, 
or  of  self  assumed  reparation  ; or  a measure  intend- 
ed to  co}Tipj\  reparation ; intbss  it  bs  tbit  Miaich, 


if  rightly  I understand,  you  definei  it  to  be  a me»-. 
sure  of  precaution. 

If,  when  a wrong  is  committed,  retaliation  is 
instantly  resorted  to  by  the  injured  part}*,  the  door 
to  pacific  adjustment  is  closed,  and  the  means  of 
reconciliation  precluded.  The  right  to  demand  re- 
paration is  incompatible  with  the  assumption  of  it. 
When  parties  are  m a state  of  mutual  hostility,  they 
are  so  far  on  a footing',  and  as  such  they  may  treat : 
But  a party  disclaiming  every  unfriendly  intention 
and  giving  unequivocal  proofs  of  an  amicable  dispo- 
sition, cannot  be  expected  to  treat  with  another, 
whose  conduct  towards  it  has  the  direct  effect  of 
actual  hostility.  If  then,  the  enforcement  of  tlie 
president’s  proclamation,  up  to  the  presentm  oment, 

IS  a measure  of  self  assumed  reparation,  it  is  directly 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  fact  of  amicable  negoci- 
ation ; if  it  is  a measure  to  compel  reparation,  it  is 
equally  so  ; and  by  the  preseverance  in  it.  Great 
Britain  is  dispensed  with  the  duty  of  profiering  re- 
dress. But  if  it  is  a measure  of  precaution,  in  or- 
de#  to  secure  reparation,  or  in  order  to  compel  it, 
it  falls  under  the  objections  I have  stated.  If  it  is  a 
precaution  adopted  as  a guard  against  acts  of  violence 
apprehended  on  die  part  of  his  majesty’s  naval  offi- 
cers, it  surely  cannot  be  considered  as  being  as  ef- 
fectual a security  as  that  arising  from  the  renewed 
assurances  of  his  majesty’s . friendly  disposition, 
which  imply  a due  observance  of  the  rights  of  na- 
tions, with  which  G.  Britain  is  in  amity ; by  all 
persons  holding  authority  under  his  majesty’s  go- 
vernment, from  the  disavowei  of  the  pretension  of 
the  search  of  national  ships  ; and  from  the  further 
assurance  of  that  disavowei,  given  in  his  majesty’s 
proclamation  of  the  16th  October  last;  neither  un- 
der these  concurrent  circumstances  can  the  plea  of 
necessity  be  maintained,  and  if  such  a proceeding’ 
has  not  the  plea  of  necessity,  it  assumes  the  charac- 
ter of  ag-gression.  If  these  concurrent  securities 
against  such  an  apprehension  have  any  value,  the 
necessity  no  longer  exists  ; if  they  have  no  value, 
negociation  cannot  be  attempted,  as  the  basis  upon 
wluch  it  rests,  the  mutual  confidence  of  the  two 
parties,  would  be  wholy  wanting. 

From  the  moment  after  the  unfortunate  aftair  of 
tlie  Chesapeake,  that  his  majesty’s  naval  comman- 
ders, in  these  waters,  had  ascertained  th^at  they  were 
sale  from  the  eiTervescences  of  that  popular  fury, 
under  which  the  most  g'laring  outrage  were  com- 
mitted, and  by  which  they  were  naturally  led  to  tlie 
.supposition  that  they  were  objects  of  particular 
liostility,  and  tliat  a state  of  war  against  them,  re- 
quiring precautions  on  their  part,  had  commenced, 
no  conduct  has  been  imputed  to  them,  which 
could  vindicate  the  necessity  of  maintaining  in 
force  the  president’s  proclamation.  Since  that 
time  such  of  those  officers  as  liave  been  necessitated 
by  tlie  Circumstances  of  tlie  war  to  remain  in  these 
waters,  have  held  no  communication  with  the  shore, 
except  in  an  instance  too  trifling  to  dwell  upon,  and 
instantly  disavowed  by  the  commanding  officer ; 
and  they  have  acquiesced  quietly  in  vai'ious  priva- 
tions, highly  prejudicial  to  the  service  they  were 
upon,  and  in  consequence  of  an  interdict,  which^ 
had  they  been  regardless  of  their  duty  towards  a 
state  in  amity  wjtli  their  sovereign,  and  had  they 
not  carefully  repressed  the  feelings  its  tone  and  lan- 
guage had  a direct  tendency  to  provoke  in  them, 
woi’id  have  rather  excited  than  averted  the  evils  it 
was  stated  to  be  intended  to  prevent  ; were  they  re- 
gardful of  tliese  duties,  it  was  unnecessary  . Had 
they  felt  themselves  obliged  completely  to  evacuato- 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  especially  while 
an  Qn^my’s  .squr.droh  vfus  harbored  in  them,  they 
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cfiuld  have  done;  but  under  the  admission  of  hos- 
tile compulsion,  and  under  such  compulsion,  carri- 
ed into  full  effect,  his  majesty  could  not  have  dis- 
sembled the  extent  of  the  injury  received. 

In  the  several  cases  adduced,  in  which  Gr^at  Bri- 
tain required  certain  preliminaries,  previously  to 
entering’  into  negociation,  she  regulated  her  conduct 
by  the  same  principles  to  which  she  now  adheres; 
and  refused,  whilst  no  hostility  was  exhibited  on 
her  part,  to  treat  with  powers,  whose  proceedings 
denoted  it  towards  her ; and  who  maintained  their 
right  in  what  they  assumed. 

From  the  consideration  thus  afforded,  I trust 
that  neither  the  order  of  reason,  or  that  of  usage, 
are  in  contradiction  to  tlie  demand  I have  urged, 
nor  am  I aware  liow  the  order  of  time  opposes  the 
revocation  in  the  first  instance,  of  that  act,  which 
affects  injuriously  one  of  the  parties,  and  is  still 
avowed  by  the  other. 

The  subject  is  thus  presented  to  you,  sir,  in  the 
light  of  which  it  was  natural  that  it  should  offer  it- 
self to  his  majesty’s  government.  It  certainly  con- 
ceived the  president’s  proclamation  to  rest  cbiefi}^ 
and  most  materially  upon  the  attack  made  upon 
the  frigate  of  the  United  States  the  Chesapeake, 
by  his  majesty’s  ship  Leopard,  although  other  to- 
pics were  adduced  as  accessories.  In  this  appre- 
hension it  may  be  held  to  have  been  sufficiently 
warranted  by  the  precise  time  at  which,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  issued,  and  by 
its  whole  context ; and  the  more  so,  as  the  impulse 
under  which  it  was  drawn  up  appears  to  have  been 
so  sudden  as  to  have  precluded  a due  examination 
of  all  the  grounds  of  allegation  contained  in  it. — 
And  here  I beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  with  res- 
pect to  the  spirit  and  tone  of  that  instrument,  it 
would  be  highly  satisfactory  to  me,  if  I could  feel 
myself  justified  in  expressing  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty,  any  degree  of  coincidence  with  the  opin- 
ions you  have  announced,  or  when  thus  appealed 
to,  and  making  every  allowance  for  the  irritation  of 
the  moment,  I could  dissemble  the  extreme  sur- 
prise experienced  by  Great  Britain,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  a friendly  nation,  even  before  an  ami- 
cable demand  of  reparation  was  made ; and  yet 
meaning  to  make  that  demand ; sliould  have  issued 
an  edict  directing  measures  of  injury  veiy  dispro- 
portionate to  what  it  knew  was  an  unauthorised 
offence,  and  both  in  its  terms  and  its  purport  so 
injurious  to  the  government  to  which  tliat  demand 
was  to  be  addressed,  and  temlmg  to  call  fiirth  in 
both  nations  the  feelings  under  wliieh  a friendly  ad- 
justment would  be  the  most  difficult.  But  if,  as  I 
learn  from  you,  sir,  the  proclamation  rests  siilistan- 
tially  upon  other  causes,  it  is  then  peci.iliarly  to  be 
regretted,  that  together  with  the  demand  for  re- 
dress made  in  September  last,  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  did  not  tliinkfit  to  offer  a nego- 
ciation or  an  explanation  of  so  momentous  a mea- 
sure, or  to  declare  that  its  recall  must  be  more  or 
less  connected  with  the  adjustment  of  otlier  alled.g- 
ed  wrongs.  Neither  did  it  think  necessary  to  re- 
turn any  answer  to  the  remonstrance  given  in  by 
his  majesty’s  envoy  at  AVasliington,  on  the  13th  of 
July,  1807,  in  which  he  represented,  ‘‘that  he  con- 
sidered that  interdiction  to  be  so  unfriendly  in  its 
object,  and  so  injurious  in  its  consequeiK^es  to  his 
majesty’s  interest,  that  lie  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  the  most  sincere-  regret,  that  it  ever 
sliould  have  been  issued,  and  most  earnestly  depre- 
cating its  being  enfoi'ced.” 

It  could  not  be  supposed  that  a circumstance  of 
so  great  weight  could  be  overlooked  by  his  majes- 
ty’s goverament,  in  determining  the  line  of  conduct 


to  be  held  m tlie  negociation  ; and  as  little  could  it 
be  expected  to  pass  it  over,  when  on  the  failure  of 
the  discussion  with  Mr.  Munroe,  it  directed  a spe- 
cial mission  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States.  It  had 
the  less  reason  to  imagune  that  any  othe  grievances 
could  be  connected  with  that  for  the  adjustment  ol 
which  I am  empowered  to  negociatc,  as  Mr.  Mun-^ 
roe,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  29th  Julv^ 
last,  had  stated  with  respect  to  other  subjects  of 
remonstrance,  that  it  was  improper  to  mingle  them 
w'lth  the  present  more  serious  cause  of  complaint ; 
an  opinion  to  which  Mr.  Canning  declared  his  per- 
fect assent,  in  his  letter  to  that  minister  of  the  2d 
of  the  subsequent  month  ; so  that  this  act  was  left 
as  single  and  distinct,  to  be  singly  and  distinctly  con- 
sidered. His  majesty’s  government  therefore  could 
not  consistently  with  any  view  of  the  subject  then 
before  it,  or  indeed  with  the  just  object  of  my  mis- 
sion, director  empower  me  to  enter  upon  matters  not 
connected  with  that  of  the  Chesapeake  ; and  they 
could  With  the  less  propriety  do  it,  as  in  order  to 
render  the  adjustment  of  differences  of  such  a nature 
the  more  easy  and  the  more  conspicuous,  the  minis- 
ter charged  especially  With  such  offices,  have  been, 
with  few  exceptions,  restricted  to  the  precise  affair 
to  be  negociated.  M'ith  respect  therefore  to  those 
other  causes  of  complaint,  upon  which  you  inform 
me  that  the  president’s  proclamation  rests,  I cannot 
be  furnished  with  documents  enabling  me„  either  to 
admit  or  to  controvert  those  statements  of  grievance 
foreign  to  the  attack  upon  that  ship,  contained  in 
your  letter ; or  authorised  to  discuss  the  matters, 
themselves.  I shall  therefore  not  allow  myself  to 
offer  such  comments  as  my  personal  knowledge  of 
some  of  those  transactions  suggest  to  me,  although 
their  tendency  would  materially  affect  both  the 
marked  manner  in  whicli  those  transactions  are 
pourtrayed,  and  the  disadvantageo  :s  light  in  wh.dv 
his  majesty’s  government  is  represented  to  have 
acted  respecting-  them. 

I am  moreover  led  Jo  tlie  persuasion  that  my  go- 
vernment will  l>e  the  more  easil}'  alile  to  rescue  it-, 
self  from  inculpation  by  the  infci-ence  arising  from 
passag-es  in  Mr.  Munroe’s  letters  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  of  the  29th  of  September  last,  that  the 
differences  unhappily  existing  between  the  two 
nations  were  in  a train  of  adjustment. 

If  hia  majesty  has  not  permitted  me  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  the  search  of  neutral  merchant 
ships  for  British  seamen,  together  with  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  amount  of  reparation  for  the  attack  up- 
on the  Chesapeake,  it  was  no  wise  with  a view  of 
precluding  the  further  agitation  of  tliat  question  it 
a suitable  time ; but  it  was  that  the  negociation 
mig’ht  be  relieved  from  the  embarrassment  arising- 
from  the  connection  of  the  present  matter  with  tlie 
one  so  foreign  to  it,  and  as  it  was  button  well 
known,  so  difficult  to  be  adjusted,  of  a right  dis- 
tinetly  disclaimed,  with  one  wliich  Great -Britain 
has  at  all  times  asserted,  of  enforcing  her  claim  to 
the  services  of  her  natural  born  subjects,  when 
found  on  board  merchant  vessels  of  other  nations  i 
a claim  whicli  she  founds  in  that  principle  of  uni- 
versal law,  whicii  g-ives  to  tlie  state  the  right  of 
requiring  tlic  aid  and  assistance  of  her  native  citi- 
zens. The  recurrence,  therefore,  to  that  cause  of 
negociation,  which  had  been  originally  settled  be- 
tween Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  and  Mr.  Munroe, 
and  which  had  been  alone  broken  in  upon  l)y  the 
orders  subseCjiuently  received  by  that  minister,  can 
only  be  considered  as  a resumption  of  that  con-  sc 
of  tilings  which  Great  B • ain  strenuonslv  c'-ntend- 
ed  there  was  no  ground  to  depart  fi-om.— I mav 
observe  that  this  purpose  mi^ht  have  been  a,- 
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fected  without  the  intervention  of  a special  mi- 
nister. 

It  Will  be  in  your  recollection,  sir,  that  in  our 
fi  st  interview,  1 stated  the  condition,  which  makes 
ti  e subject  of  the  present  letter,  before  I was  in-^ 
fr;rmed  oy  yon  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  would  consent  to  the  separation  of  the  two 
subject. . 

I had  trusted  that  the  exposition,  which  I added 
in  my  titter  of  the  26th  of  .lanuary,  to  the  verbal 
explanauon  I had  before  offered,  of  the  g’rounds  of 
his  maje.-.ty’s  denniiid,  was  both  in  its  purport,  and 
in  the  teims  in  which  it  v'as  couched,  sudi  as  to 
prevent  a suspicmn  that  they  were  in  their  intention 
derog-atory  lo  the  honor,  or  calculated  to  wound 
the  just  sensibility  of  the  nation.  I may  add  that 
such  a supposition  could  not  be  reconciled  with  the 
various  ostensible  and  unequivocal  demonstrations 
of  his  majesty’s  good  faith  and  anxiety,  that  this 
transaction  should  be  brought  to  an  amicable  ter- 
mination, which  were  exhibited  even  prior  to  any 
rcmonsti'ances  on  the  part,  or  by  the  order  of  this 
government.  The  other  topics  which  I felt  myself 
iiuthorised  to  advance  in  that  letter,  in  illustration 
of  that  amicable  disposition  on  the  part  of  tlie  king, 
were  brought  forward  from  the  conviction  I enter- 
tained that  tliey  must  be  of  a nature  to  be  satisfac- 
tory to  this  government,  and  therefore  such  as  it 
v/as  particuhi'rly  my  duty  to  enforce,  but  not  with 
a.  vuew  to  rest  upon  them  the  right  to  advance  the 
claim  which  I have  stated. 

I may  here  remark,  it  is  obvious  that  far  from 
requiring  that  the  first  step  towards  an  arrange- 
ment of  reparation  should  be  taken  by  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain  has  already  made  them  openly 
and  distinctly : they  arc  indubitable  testimonies  to 
the  respect  borne  and  decidedly  marked  by  Great 
Britain  to  the  ties  of  amity  subsisting  between  the 
two  nations — and  of  her  cordial  desire  to  maintain 
them  unimpaired;  and  as  such  alone  they  v/ere 
urged. 

As  his  majesty  would  have  derived  sincere  satis- 
faction from  the  evidence  of  corresponding  feelings 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  so  it  would  be 
the  more  painful  to  me  to  dwell  upon  a series  of 
insults  and  menaces,  which  without  any  provoca- 
tion or  warlilce  preparations  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  have  been  for  months  accumulated  upon 
her  throug'h  the  United  States,  and  but  too  fre- 
quently from  quarters  whose  authority  necessarily 
and  powerfully  commanded  attention. 

I ought  perhaps  to  apologise  for  adverting  to  an 
incidental  expression  in  your  letter,  if  I did  not 
•to  ....  .1  i-.ght  to  remove  any  ambiguity  respecting 
the  nature  of  the  claim  which  Great  Britain  main- 
tained ro  her  seamen,  native  citizens  of  the  realm, 
•who  have  deserted  from  her  service  to  that  of  otlicr 
powers:  it  is,  tliat  on  demand  they  shall  be  dis- 
chviv^cd  fortJiwith,  and  consequently  they  .sliall  in- 
stantly be  freed  from  their  newly  contracted  obli- 
gations. 

Before  I close  this  letter,  alio  tv  me  to  state  to  you, 
sir,  that  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  his 
majesty’s  government,  the  exposition  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  of  the  various  de- 
mands on  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  Great  Britain, 
on  Avliich  tlie  complaint  is  made,  that  satisfaction 
has  not  been  afforded  to  the  United  States,  and  on 
avhich  conjointly  with  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake, 
you  inform  me  tlvat  the  proclamation  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Spates  of  the  2d  July,  1807,  is 
founded.  It  wdll  be  for  his  majesty’s  government 
to  determine  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  whether 
any  and  what  obligations  remain  to  be  fulfilled  by 


her — whether  any  denial  or  such  protraction  of  re- 
dress have  occun-ed  on  her  part,  as  to  render  it  nc- 
ces.sary  or  justifiable,  tlie  perseverance  in  an  edict, 
which  when  not  necessary  o;*  justifiable,  assumes 
a character  of  aggression  ; and  whether,  on  the  re- 
sult of  these  considerations,  the  present  negocia- 
tion  can  be  resumed  on  the  part  of  his  majesty.. 
With  a due  regurd  for  liis  own  honor,  or  wdth  a 
prospect  of  a more  suceessful  termination. 

1 have  the  honor  to  lie,  with  the  highest  conside- 
ration, sir,  } our  most  obedient,  and  most  humble 
servant.  (Signed)  G.  H.  ROSE. 

Revolutionary  Public  Papers. 
THE  DECLARATION 

BV  THE  HEPRESENTATITES  OE  THE  UNITED 

COLONIES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA, 

JV  ow  met  ill  congress  at  Philadeipida^  setting  forth 

the  causes  and  necessiUt  of  their  takinsc  up  arms—’ 

Jvhj  6th,  1775. 

If  it  w'as  possible  for  men,  wdio  exercise  their 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our 
existence  intended  a part  of  the  human  race  to  hold 
an  absolute  pi-operty  in,  and  an  unbounded  power 
over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodness 
and  wisdom,  as  the  objects  of  a legal  dommatioii 
never  rightfully  resistable,  however  severe  and  op- 
pressive, the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies  might  at 
least  require  from  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
some  evidence,  that  this  dreadful  authority  over 
them  has  been  granted  to  that  body.  But  a reve- 
.rence  for  our  great  Creator,  principles  of  humanity, 
and  the  dictates  of  common  sense,  must  convince 
all  those  w’^ho  reflect  upon  the  subject,  that  govern- 
ment was  in.stituted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  man- 
kind, and  ought  to  be  administered  for  the  attain- 
ment of  that  end.  The  legislature  of  Great  Britain 
'however,  stimulated;  by  an  inordinate  passion  for  a 
power  not  only  unjustifiable,  but  which  they  know 
to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  constitution 
of  that  kingdom,  and  desperate  of  success  in  any 
mode  of  contest,  where  regard  should  be  bad  to 
truth,  law',  or  right,  have  at  Icng'th,  deserting’  those, 
attempted  to  cflect  their  cruel  and  impolitic  purpose 
of  enslaviug  these  colonies  by  violence,  and  have 
thereby  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  close  w'ith 
:tlieir  last  appeal  from  reason  to  arms.  Yethow^- 
ever  blinded  that  assembly  maybe,  by  their  intem- 
perate rage  for  unlimited  domination,  so  U slight 
justice  and  the  opinion,  of  mankind,  vre  esteem  our- 
selves bound  by  olilig'alions  of  respect  to  the  rest  of 
the  world,  to  make  knowm  the  j’ustice  of  our  cause 

Our  lorefathers,  inhabitants  of  tlie  island  oi' 
Great  Britain,  left  their  native  land,  to  seek  on 
these  shores  areside’^ce  forchXiland  religious  free  - 
dom. At  the  expence  of  tjieir  blood,  at  the  haz- 
ard of  tii^.  ir  fortunes,  without  the  least  charge  to 
the  country  from  which  they  removed,  by  unccas-- 
ing  labour  and  an  unconquerable  spirit,  they  effect- 
ed settlements  in  the  distant  and  inhospitable  wild.s 
of  Airierica,  then  filled  with  numerous  and  w'arlike 
nations  of  barbarians. — Societies  or  governments, 
vested  with  perfect  legislatures,  w ere  formed under 
charters  from  the  crown,  and  an  harmonious  inter- 
course W'as  established  between  the  colonies  and  the 
kingdom  from  which  they  derived  their  origin. — ■ 
The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union  became  in  a short 
fime  so  extraordinary,  as  to  excite  astonishment. 
It  is  universally  confc.ssed,  that  the  amazing  in- 
crease of  wealth,  strength,  and  n.avigation  of  the 
realm,  arose  from  tliis  source  ; and  the  minister, 
I who  so  wisely  and  ^accessfully  directed  the  mea- 
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isures  of  G^'eat  Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  de- 
clared, that  these  colonies  enable  her  lo  triumph 
over  her  enemies.  Towards  the  conclusion  oi 
tliat  war,  it  pleased  our  sovereig’n  to  make  a chang^e 
in  hiS  councils.  From  that  fatal  moment,  the  af- 
fairs of  the  British  empire  beg-an  to  fall  into  con- 
fusion, and  gradually  sliding  from  the  summit  of 
glorious  prosperity  to  which  they  had  been  advan- 
ced  by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  ai-e  at 
length  distracted  by  the  convulsions  that  now  shake 
it  to  its  deepest  foundations.  The  new  ministry 
finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though  frequently 
defeated,  yet  still  contending,  took  up  the  unfortu- 
nate idea  of  granting  them  a hasty  peace,  and  of 
then  subduing  lier  faithful  friends. 

These  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in 
such  a state,  as  to  present  victories  without  blood- 
shed, and  all  the  easy  emoluments  of  statuteable 
plunder.  The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peacea- 
ble and  respectful  behaviour  from  the  beginning 
of  colonization,  their  dutiful,  zealous,  and  useful 
services  during  the  war,  though  so  recently  and 
amply  acknowledged  in  the  most  honourable  man- 
ner by  his  majesty,  b}^  the  late  king*,  and  by  par- 
liament, could  not  save  them  from  the  meditated 
innovations.  Parliament  was  influenced  to  adopt 
the  pernicious  project,  and  assuming  a new  power 
over  them,  have  in  the  course  of  eleven  years  given 
such  decisive  specimens  of  the  spirit  and  conse- 
quences attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
concerning  the  effects  of  acquiescence  under  it. 
The  have  undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  money 
without  our  consent,  though  we  have  ever  exercised 
an  exclusive  right  to  dispose  of  our  own  proper- 
ty ; statutes  have  been  passed  for  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice  admi- 
ralty beyond  their  ancient  limits  ; for  depriving  us 
of  tlie  accustomed  and  inestimable  privilege  ol' trial 
by  j ury  in  cases  affecting  both  life  and  property; 
for  suspending  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  colo- 
nies ; for  interdicting  all  commerce  to  the  capital 
of  another ; and  for  altering  fundamentally  the 
form  of  government  established  by  character,  and  se- 
cured by  acts  of  its  own  legislature,  solemnly  con- 
firmed by  the  crown ; for  exempting  the  “mur- 
derers” of  colonists  from  legal  trial,  and  in  effect, 
from  punishment ; for  erecting  in  a neighboui*ing 
province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America,  a despotism  dangerous  to  our 
very  existence ; and  for  quartering  soldiers  upon 
the  colonists  in  time  of  profound  peace.  It  has  also 
been  resolved  in  parliament,  that  colonists  charged 
with  committing  certain  offences,  shall  be  trans- 
ported to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  why  slioukl  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in 
detail.^  By  one  statute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament 
can  “of  right  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cases 
-iohat soever.^*  What  is  to  defend  us  against  so  enor- 
mous, so  unlimited  a power  ? Not  a single  man  of 
those  who  assume  it  is  chosen  by  us  ; or  is  subject 
to  our  controul  or  influence  ; but  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  all  of  tliem  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  such  laws,  and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  di- 
verted from  the  ostensible  purposes  for  which  it  is 
raised  wmuid  actually  lighten  their  owm  burdens 
in  proportion  as  they  increase  ours.  W^'e  saw  the 
misery  to  which  such  despotism  would  reduce  us. 
We  for  ten  years  incessantly  and  ineffectually  be- 
sieged the  throne  as  supplicants  ; we  reasoned,  we 
remonstrated  with  paidiament  in  the  most  mild  and 
decent  language. 

Administration,  sensible  that  we  should  regard 
these  oppressive  measures  as  freemen  ought  to  do 
sent  over- fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them-  The 


indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roused,  it  is  true; 
but  it  was  the  indignation  of  a virtuous,  l9yal,  and 
affectionate  people.  A congress  of  delegates  from 
the  united  colonies  was  assembled  at  Philadelphia 
on  ffth  day  of  \tisX.  ISept ember.  AVe  resolved  again 
to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the 
king,  and  also  addressed  our  fellow  subjects  of 
Great  Britain.  W^e  have  pursued  every  tempe- 
rate, every  respectful  measure  ; we  have  even  pro- 
ceeded to  brake  off  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  our  fellow  subjects,  as  the  last  peaceable  ad- 
monition, that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon 
earth,  should  supplant  our  attachment  to  liberty. 
This,  we  flattered  ourselves  was  the  ultimate  step 
of  the  controversy  ; but  susequent  events  have 
' shewn,  how  vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  modera- 
tion in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expressions  against  the  co- 
lonies were  inserteel  in  his  majesty’s  speech ; our 
petition  though  we  were  told  it  was  a decent  one, 
and  that  his  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  receive  it 
graciously,  and  to  promise  laying  it  before  his  par- 
liament, w'as  huddled  into  both  houses  among  a bun- 
dle of  AmeHcan  papers,  and  there  neglected.  The 
lords  and  commons  in  their  address,  m the  month 
of  Februamj  said,  that  “a  rebellion  at  that  time 
actually  existed  within  the  provmce  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay ; and  that  those  concerned  in  it,  had  beeu 
countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  com- 
binations and  engagements,  entered  into  by  liis 
majesty’s  subjects  in  several  of  the  other  colonies; 
and  therefore  they  besought  his  majesty,  that  he 
would  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  enforce 
due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the 
supreme  legislature.”' — Soon  after,  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  whole  colonies,  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  with  each  other,  was  cut  off  by  an  act  of 
parliament;  by  another,  several  of  them  were 
entirely  prohibited  from  the  fisheries  in  the  seas 
near  their  coasts,  on  which  they  always  depended 
for  their  sustenance  ; and  large  reinforcements  of 
sliipsand  troops  were  immediately  sent  over  to 
general  Gage. 

Fruitless  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illustrious  band  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished peers  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and 
strenuously  asserted  the  justice  of  our  cause  to 
stay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the  liecdless  fur}-  wjtk 
which  these  accumulated  and  unexampled  outrages 
were  hurried  on.  Equally  fruitless  was  the  inter- 
ference of  the  city  of  London,  of  Bristol  and  many 
other  respectable*  towns  in  our  favour.  Parliament 
adopted  an  insidious  manceuvre  calculated  to  divide 
us,  to  establish  a perpetual  auction  of  taxation, 
where  colony  should  bid  against  colony',  all  of  them 
uninfornied  what  ransom  would  redeem  their  lives; 
and  thus  extort  from  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net the  unknown  sums  that  should  be  sufficient  to 
gratify,  if  possible  to  gratify,  ministerial  rapacity, 
with  the  miserable  indulgence  left  to  us  of  raising, 
in  our  owm  I'node,  the  prescribed  tribute.  Wliat 
terms  more  rigid  and  humiliting  could  have  been 
dictated  by  remorseless  victors  to  conquered  ene- 
mies 1 In  our  circumstances  to  accept  them,  would 
be  to  deserve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  these  proceedings, 
arrived  on  this  continent,  general  Gage,  wflio  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year  had  taken  posse.ssion  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  and  still  occupied  it  as  a garrison,  on  the  19th 
of  April,  sent  out  from  that  place  a large  detach- 
ment of  his  army,  w'ho  made  an  unprovoked  assault 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  province,  at  the  town 
of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a gi-eat 
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number  of  persons,  some  of  whom  were  officers, 
and  soldiers  of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of 
llie  inhabitants,  and  wounded  many  others.  From 
thence  tlie  troops  proceeded  in  a warlike  array  to 
the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  set  upon  another 
piirLy  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  province,  kdling 
several  and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  re- 
treat by  the  country  people  suddenly  assembled  to 
j’c]>el  his  cruel  oppression.  Hostilities,  thus  com- 
menced by  the  liritishtvoo^s,  have  been  since  prose- 
cuted by  them  without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation. 
The  inhabitants  of  Boston  being  confined  within 
that  town  by  the  general  their  governor,  and  having 
in  order  to  procure  their  dismission,  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  him  ; it  was  stipulated  that  the  said  in- 
habitants having  deposited  their  arms  with  their  own 
magistrates,  should  have  liberty  to  depairt,  taking 
with  them  their  own  effects.  They  accordingly 
delivered  up  their  arms,  but  in  open  violation  of! 
honor,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties, 
which  even  savage  nations  esteem  sacred  the  govern- 
or ordered  the  arms  deposited  as  aforesaid,  that 
they  might  be  preserved  for  tlieir  owners,  to  be 
seized  by  a body  of  soldiers  ; detained  the  greatest 
part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town,  and  compelled 
the  few  who  were  permitted  tq  retire,  to  leave  their 
valuable  effects  dehind. 

By  this  perfidy,  wives  are  separated  from  their 
husbands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged  and 
tlie  sick  from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wish 
to  attend  and  comfort  them  ; and  those  v/ho  have 
been  used  to  live  in  plenty  and  even  elegance,  are 
reduced  to  deplorable  distress. 

Tlie  general,  further  emulating  his  ministerial 
masters,  by  a proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  12th 
day  of  June,  after  venting  the  grossest  falsehoods 
and  calumnies  against  the  good  people  of  these 
colonics,  proceeds  to  “ declare  them  all  either  by 
name  or  description,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to 
supercede  the  course  of  the  common  law,  and 
instead  thereof  to  publish  and  order  the  use  and 
exercise  of  the  law  martial.”  His  troops  have 
butchered  our  countrymen,  have  wantonly  Inirnt 
Charlestoxvn,  besides  a considerable  number  of  hous- 
es in  otlicr  places;  our  ships  and  vessels  are  seized  ; 
the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions  are  intercepted, 
and  he  is  exerting  his  utmost  power  to  spread  de- 
struction and  devastation  around  him. 

We  liave  received  certain  intelligence,  that  gene- 
ral Carlton  the  governor  of  Canada,  is  instigating 
the  jjeople  of'  that  province  and  the  Indians  to  fall 
upon  us ; and  we  have  but  too  much  reason  to 
apprehend  that  schemes  have  been  foi’med  to  excite 
domestic  enemies  against  us.  In  brief,  a part  of 
these  colonies  now  feel,  and  all  of  them  are  sure  of 
feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  administration 
can  inllict  them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire, 
sword  and  famine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  choosing  an  unconditional  submission  to 
the  tyranny  of  irritated  ministers,  or  resistance  by 
force.  The  latter  is  our  choice.  Wj.:  have  coux- 

TEB  THE  COST  OE  THIS  CONTEST,  AXD  EIXD 
1NOTUIKO  SO  BUEABFUE  AS  VOLUXTAKV  SLA  VERY. 

Vo  lor,  justice  and  humanity  forbid  us  tamely  to  sur- 
render that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our  gal- 
lan  .ncestors.  and  wffiich  our  innocent  posterity  have 
a right  to  receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  in- 
f.my  and  guilt  of  resigning  succeeding  generations 
to  that  wretchedness  which  inevitably  awaits  them, 
if  w^e  basely  entail  hei’editary  bondage  upon  them. 

Our  cause  is  just.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our 
in  C O . . .ources  are  great,  and,  if  necessary,  fo- 
reign assist  ince  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We 
gi  a\eruily  acknowledge,  as  signal  instances  of  the 


Divine  favour  towards  us,  that  his  providence  would" 
not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  severe  controver- 
sy until  we  were  grown  up  to  our  present  streng-th, 
hiidbeen  previously  exercised  m warlike  operations, 
and  possessed  the  means  ot  delencimg'  ourselves. — 
With  hearts  fortified  by  these  animating  reftections, 
we  most  solemnly,  betbre  God  and  the  world, 
BECLARE,  that,  exerting  the  utmost  energy  of  those 
powers,  which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  graci- 
ously bestowed  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have  been 
compelled  by  our  enemies  to  assume,  we  will,  in 
defiance  of  every  hazard,  with  unabatmg  firmness 
and  perserverance,  employ  for  the  preservation  of 
our  liberties  ; being  with  one  mind  resolved  to  die 
freemen  rather  than  to  live  slaves. 

Lest  this  declaration  should  disquiet  the  minds  of 
our  friends  and  iellow-subjects  in  any  part  of  the 
empire,  we  assure  them  that  we  mean  not  to  dis- 
solve that  union  which  has  so  long  and  so  happily 
subsisted  between  us,  and  which  we  sincerely  wish 
to  see  restored.  Necessity  has  not  yet  driven  115 
into  that  desperate  measure  or  induced  us  to  ex- 
cite any  other  nation  to  war  against  them.  We  have 
not  raised  armies  with  ambitious  designs  o sepa*^ 
rating  from  Great  Britain,  and  estabhshmg  inde- 
pendent states.  We  fight  not  for  glory  or  tor  con- 
quest. We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable 
spectable  of  a people  attacked  by  unprovoked  ene- 
mies, without  any  imputation  or  even  suspicion  of 
offence.  They  boast  of  then*  privileges  and  civili- 
zation, and  y^et  proffer  no  milder  condition  than 
servitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  free- 
dom that  is  our  birth  right,  and  which  we  ever  en- 
joyed till  the  late  violation  of  it — for  the  protection 
of  our  property,  acquired  solely  by  the  honest  in- 
dustry of  our  forefathers  and  ourselves,  against  vio- 
lence actuall}'^  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms. — 
We  shall  lay  them  down  when  hostilities  shall 
cease  on  the  part  of  the  aggressors,  and  all  danger 
of  their  being  renewed  shall  be  removed,  and  not 
before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the 
supreme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the 
universe,  we  most  devoutly  implore  Ins  Divine 
goodness  to  protect  us  happily  through  this  great 
conflict  to  dispose  our  adversaries  tq  reconciliation 
on  reasonable  terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the 
empire  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war. 


Malthiis  on  Population. 

An  cn  ly  teal  revien^  of  the  Essay  on  the  principle^ 
a f Population,  by  T.  It.  Alalthus,  A.  ivith  some 
remarks  more  particularly  applicable  to  the  present 
and  probable  future  state  of  the  United  ^States. 

[COXTIXUEB  FROM  PAGE  55.] 

Our  author  next  adverts  to  the  state  of  the  anci- 
ent inhabitaqts  of  the  North  of  Europe,  but  we 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  pursue  him  closely^  through 
the  long  detail  of  historical  facts,  by  which  he 
arrives  at  the  proofs  of  the  proposition  upon  which 
he  set  out : namely,  that  there  is  a constant  tenden- 
cy m population  to  increase  beyond  the  means  of 
subsisience.  To  this  tendency,  is  obviously  to  be 
traced,  the  long'  and  bloody  wars  which  continued 
for  so  many  centuries,  to  ravage  all  the  fairest  parts 
of  the  earth,  and  which  finally  caused  the  overthrow 
and  complete  destruction  of  the  Roman  empire: — 
The  law'.s  and  customs  of  the  ancient  German  na- 
tions, of  which  Tacitus(is)  has  left  us  an  entertain- 
ing as  well  as  a very  learned  account,  were  emi- 


(i3j  i.is  hQo)i^  Be  moribus  Cermc^oruni* 
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nently  calculated  to  promote  the  spirit  of  procrea- 
tion. The  women  were  treated  with  the  most  mark- 
ed attention  and  regard,  and  indeed  ever  held  in 
Veneration,  for  they  were  considered  as  endowed 
with  a foresight  of  future  events,  and  as  being  in- 
terpreters of  the  Divine  will.  They  sometimes  car- 
ried their  women  with  them  to  the  field  of  battle, 
where  their  presence  served  to  animate  them  with 
martial  ardor,  and  often  to  turn  the  fate  of  a battle, 
when  they  would  have  ingloriously  retreated  or  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  taken  captives.  (14)  Manua- 
ls were  every  where  strongly  inculcated,  and  ma- 
trimonial infidelity  was  acarcely  known.  The  man 
who  debauched  a woman  was  obliged  either  to  mar- 
ry her,  to  give  her  a portion,  or  to  suffer  death  : 
and  no  qualification  of  youth,  beauty,  or  riches 
could  procure  a husband  to  the  prostitute.  These 
people  were  called  barbariaTis  : how  unlike  the  ci- 
trilized  people  of  the  present  enlightened  age ! who 
can  .mile  at  seduction  as  a fashionable  pastime,  & 
encourage  the  harlot  to  look  down  upon  the  virtu- 
ous woman. 

It  will  be  readily  conceived  that  in  a state  of  so- 
ciety like  this,  population  would  increase  rapidly, 
and  that  as  the  people  were  ignorant  of  agriculture, 
or  practised  it  only  in  a very  inconsiderable  degree, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  resort  to  arms, 
either  to  extend  their  territory,  or  force  to  them- 
selves a settlement  in  other  countries.  The  fertile 
provinces  of  Spam,  Italy,  and  Greece,  offered  an 
enticing  field  for  these  emigrations  ; but  for  many 
centuries  they  were  unable  to  resist  the  valor  of 
the  Roman  arms;  as  fast,  however,  as  one  host 
was  destroyed  another  succeeded  ; “ clouds  of  bar- 
barians seemed  to  collect  from  all  parts  of  the  nor- 
thern hemisphere.  Gathering  fresh  darkness  and 
terrors  as  they  rolled  on,  the  congregated  bodies 
at  length  obscured  the  sun  of  Italy,  and  sunk  the 
western  world  in  nig-ht.”  We  can  be  at  no  loss  to 
discover  the  checks  to  population  among  a people 
who  were  never  at  peace ; war,  and  its  attendant 
famine,  were  the  means  by  which  it  was  kept  down 
to  the  level  of  their  scanty  means  of  subsistence. 

In  the  countries  of  China,  Persia,  Tartary,  SjTia, 
&c.  where  the  inhabitants  lead  a pastoral  life,  and 
where,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  climate,  and 
jp-eat  scarcity  of  water,  pasturage  must  be  scanty ; 
it  is  evident,  infringements  of  territorial  right  and 
consequent  war  would  be  frequent.  War  of  itself; 
however,  would  be  insufficient  to  repress  the  super- 
abundant population  among  a people  whose  verv  re- 
ligion teaches  them  the  blessings  that  flow  from 
fruitfulness.  Every  man  who  has  ten  children  is 
promised  the  lasting  enjoyments  of  Paradise  ; but, 
as  in  the  islands  of  the  South  Sea,  the  women  are 
here  considered  as  the  absolute  property  of  the  fa- 
ther, and  are  held  up  to  sale  until  sucli  an  offer  is 
made  as  will  induce  him  to  dispose  of  them — the  con- 
sequence of  this  custom  is,  that  the  poor  (and  they 
in  all  countries  constitute  the  large.st  portion  of  the 
people)  live  single,  and  the  rich  are  permittexl  to 
hold  as  many  wives  as  they  choose  to  purchase. — 
If  a greater  number  of  children  are  born  than  the 
father  is  able  or  willing  to  maintain,  he  may  dispose 
of  them  to  the  traders  for  monev’,  or  exchange 
them  for  necessary  conveniencies,  or  murder  them ; 
for  “ when  they  have  not  wherewithal  to  maintain 
them,  tliey  hold  it  a piece  of  charity- to  murder  in- 
fants new-born,  as  also  they  do  such  as  are  sick, 


(14)  Historj'  of  women,  by  WilJiajji 

roll  1*»P-  gcqutiit', 


and  past  recovery.”  (i5)  From  the  prevalence  of  the 
vencTcal  disease,  wc  are  induced  to  believe  liiat those 
who  are  unable  to  purchase  wives,  do  not  on  that 
account  lead  a life  of  chastity,  promiscuous  inter- 
course must  take  place,  which  is,  at  all  times,  un- 
favorable to  population.  We  are  to  consider,  there- 
fore, in  addition  to  wars  and  famine,  this  resiraint 
from  inability  to  obtain  a wire,  licentiousness  of 
manners,  epidemics,  aixl  the  diseases  incident  to 
poverty,  as  the  principal  checks  which  keep  the 
population  down  to  its  proper  level. 

in  different  parts  of  Africa,  we  liave  reason  to  be 
astonished  at  the  principle  of  increase  winch  is 
found  to  be  sufficiently  powei-ful  to  keep  up  the 
population  under  so  many  rigorous  impediments. 
The  exportation  of  slaves  has  at  all  times  acted  as  a 
considerable  drain  to  the  population  of  Africa,  and 
yet  as  Dr.  Franklin  has  observed,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  the  gap  made  by  an  hundred  j ears  ex- 
portation of  negroes,  which  has  blackened  half 
America.  Like  the  savages  of  North  America,  the 
people  subsist  chiefly  by  fishing  and  hunting,  and 
must,  of  course,  during  some  seasons  of  the  year, 
suffer  greatly  from  want;  and  being  divided  into 
numerous  petty  states,  independent  and  jealous  of 
each  other,  wars  frequently  originate  from  trifling 
provocations,  and  are  carried  on  with  the  most 
destructive  animosity.  Longevity  is  rarely  to  be 
met  with  among  the  inhabitants  of  Africa,  a cir- 
cumstance which  our  author  is  inclined  to  attribute 
chiefly  to  the  heat  of  the  climate  : arriving  soon- 
er at  maturity,  he  supposes,  they  must  naturally 
perish  sooner  than  the  inhabitants  of  colder  coun- 
tries. But  we  do  not  find  this  to  be  the  case  in 
other  hot  climates.  In  the  '^^'est  Indies,  in  South 
America,  and  in  some  of  the  South  .Sea  Islands, 
under  favorable  circumstances,  the  people  live  to 
extreme  old  age.  We  remember  to  have  seen 
some  years  ago  in  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher’s  a 
woman  who  had  attained  her  one  hundred  and 
twentieth  year,  and  who  possessed  the  use  of  ail  her 
faculties  unimp.aired.  Buffbn,  with  gTcat  proprie*- 
ty,  attributes  the  shortness  of  life  in  Africa,  to  the 
early  intercourse  of  the  sexes.  The  children  are 
so  debauched  and  so  little  under  the  constraint  of 
their  parents,  that  from  the  age  of  ten  or  eleven 
they  give  themselves  up  to  every  species  of  lust- 
ful practices.  (i>j)  Fevers  of  the  most  violent  kind, 
plag'ues,  small  pox,  &c.  are  common  in  various 
parts  of  Africa,  and  annually  rage  with  desolating 
violence.  Under  such  circumstances,  in  a climate: 
naturally  unwholesome,  the  checks  to  population 
must  be  too  obvious  to  need  being  pointed  out. 

(to  nr.  roxTixrr.T).') 


Britisli  Parliament. 

The  Hause  of  I.orda  and  House  of  Commons,  are 
known  by  the  general  name,  of  “ the  parliament.” 
The  house  of  lords  consists  of  an  indefinite  nmn- 
ber  of  persons  called  dukes,  marquisses,  curls, 
viscounts,  barons  and  bishops,  all  o.  whom,  except 
the  latter,  the  king  (at  once  tlie  the  fountain  of 
7uisdom  and  honor, J may  make  as  many  as  he 
pleases ; and  it  frequently  happens,  when  a favor- 
ite measure  is  to  be  carried,  that  a “ batch  of  peers'* 
is  created  to  secure  a majority.  At  present  tiic 
House  of  Lords  may  be  considered  as  the  most 
servile  body  of  men  in  Great  Britain — now  and 


(t5)  Sir  John  Chardin’s  travels.  Harris’s  col.  1:. 
iii.  c.  ii.  p.  8C5. 
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then  a light  shines  through  the  gloom  that  envelopes 
them,  but  a large  majority  are  generally  found  on 
the  side  of  the  minister,  he  he  he  may.  S:X- 

teen  Scottish  peers  are  elected  by  their  brother-no- 
ble Sy  to  serve  during  the  parliament  the  twenty 
eight  Ii'ish  peers  are  elected  for  life.  The  bishops 
bold  their  seats  ex-officioy  having  the  dignity  of  ba- 
rons attached  to  their  ecclesiastical  preferments. 

The  House  of  Commons,  before  the  union  with 
Ireland,  consisted  of  558  members  elected,  or  ap- 
pointedy  ^nd  designated  as  follows. 

ExOtAJfD. 

40  counties  send  to  parliament  80  knights. 

24  cities,  (London  4,  Ely  none)  50  citizens. 

167  boroughs , 334  burgesses. 

5 ditto— Abbington,  Bambury,") 

Bewdley,  Hingham-Ferres,  citizens. 

and  Mamnouth — one  each 

2 universities 

5 cinque  ports — Hastings,f'^ 

Dover,  Sandwich,  Rom-  | 
ney,  Hythe, — and  their  I 
dependencies.  Rye,  Win  ^ 
chelsea,  and  Seaford— 
two  each 

Wales. 

12  counties 

12  boroughs — (Pembroke  two, 

Merioneth  none) 

Scotland. 

33  shires 

67  cities  and  boroughs 

558  members. 

Ireland. 

32  counties  64 

33  cities  and  boroughs — one  each  33 

1 city,  (Dublin)  2 

1 college  1 


4 represent. 


16  barons. 


12  knights. 
12  burgesses. 


Grand  Total  658  siembers. 

Of  the  658  members  it  rarely  happens  that  400 
attend.  The  most  numerous  assemblages  known 
for  many  years,  took  place  when  the  notorious  Mrs. 
Clark  (the  Duke  of  York’s  “ dear  angel”)  was  ex- 
amined as  a witness  at  the  bar,  touching  certain  ap- 
pointments she  had  made  in  the  church  and  army  ! 
at  this  time  more  than  500  members  were  g-eiieral- 
ly present;  but  the  average  number  does  not  amount 
to  300.  Less  than  100  members  often  decide  the 
most  important  questions. 

The  members  of  parliament  do  not  receive  aaiy 
compensation,  by  law,  for  their  services  ; but  it  is 
said  that  some  of  them  contrive,  by  selling  ayes  and 
noesy  to  carry  on  a pretty  profitable  commerce.  Per- 
haps, two  thirds  of  them  xre  placemen  or  pensionersy 
of  one  kind  or  another — at  least  a majority  of  tlie 
attendmg  members  are  calculated  to  be  so.  It  is 
well  known  that  seats  in  the  British  house  of  com- 
mons are  disposed  of  with  as  little  ceremony  as  bags 
of  wool ; and  that  the  ministers  dictate  to  the  elec- 
tors, as  well  as  the  elected,  in  many  cases-  Proofs 
of  these  things,  and  of  plain,  positive,  palpable  bribe- 
ry, have  been  frequently  olTered  to  be  laid  before 
the  house,  but  always  voted  dotvn  without  a hearing. 
It  is  possible  a majority  of  the  members  have  a fel- 
lo-w  feeling  on  all  such  subjects,  and  would  not  care 
to  establish  a precedent  that  might  bring  them- 
selves into  difficulty ! 


* For  seven  years — ^l)ut  the  king,  or  rather  his 
ministers,  dissolves  it  at  will.  This  is  always  done 
wlien  the  members  are  troublesome. 

I Has  only  14  voters — Pge  has  but  six. 


A person  may  be  a member  of  parliament  and 
hold  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  those  be- 
longing to  the  judiciary  and  to  the  church  except- 
ed.—Hence  the  corruption  of  that  body.  A man 
may  also  be  a member  and  have  employment  in  Bo- 
tany Buy  or  A'ova  Scotia.  There  are  from  50  to  60 
members  of  parliament  with  the  British  armies  at 
this  time  m Spain  and  Portugal. 

Further,  and  completely,  to  shew  the  nature  of 
the  representation  of  the  people  in  the  British  par- 
liament, let  us  pursue  the  subject : 

The  county  of  Cormvall  (see  the  table  page  11) 
in  1801,  contained  188,  69  inhabitants — 

Londoity  comprehending  the  city,  with  JVestmin- 
stery  and  what  is  called  Southivarky  8cc.  the  same 
year  contained  864,825  inhabitants — 

Yorkshire  (which  is  divided  into  three  districts  in 
the  table  page  11)  called  “Ridings,”  the  same  year 
had  a population  of  858,892-  souls — 

Cormvall  sends  forty  four  members  to  parliament 
-^to  ivit : for  the  county  2 ; and  two  for  each  of  the 
following  boroughs : Bodmyn,  Bossiney,  Calling- 
ton,  Camelford,  East  Looe,  Fowey,  St.  Germans^ 
Grampound,  Hellestone,  St.  Ives,  Launceston, 
Leskeard,  Lestwithiel,  St.  Mawes,  St.  Michael, 
Xewport,  Penryn,  Salash,  Tregony,  Truro,  West 
Looe — 44. 

London  (as  above)  sends  eight  members — to  wit  r 
the  city  (proper)  4 ; for  Westminster,  2 ; for  South- 
wark (a  borough)  2 ; — total  8. 

Yorkshire  sends  sixteen  members  to  parliament ; 
to  ~u)it : for  the  county  2 ; for  the  city  of  York,  2; 
and  two  for  each  of  the  following  boroughs.  Aid- 
borough,  Beverly,  Boroughbridge,  Hey  den,  King*s- 
ton  upon  Hull,  Knaresborough,  Malton,  Xorthal- 
lertoii,  Richmond,  Ripon,  Scarborough,  Thirsk-^ 
total  16. 

The  town  of  Manchester  with  100,000  inhabitants,, 
does  not  send  one  member.  The  borough  of  Old 
Sarum,  consisting  of  the  ruins  of  one  old  house, 
standing  on  a private  estate,  and  nninhabitedy*  sends 
two  members ! 

Mr.-^Brugh  gives  a list  of  28  boroughs  in  which 
the  majority  of  electors  is  below  20 — these  bo- 
roughs send  56  members  to  parliament. 

According  to  his  statement,  and  tliere  is  every 
reason  to  believe  it  correct,  354  members  are  re- 
turned by  5,772  voters. 

Aylesbargh  one  of  the  boroughs,  was  a royal  ma- 
nor of  W illiam  the  conqueror ; he  gave  it  to  one  of 
his  favorites  provided  he  should  find  litter  and  straw 
for  the  king-’s  bed  chamber y and  furnish  him  with 
three  eels  in  the  winter,  and  two'  green  geese  in  tlie 
summer,  whenever  his  majesty  came  into  the  neigh- 
borhood. For  these  suppliesy  though  we  have  not 
heard  of  their  being  latterly  demanded,  one  person 
has  the  right  of  sending  two  members  to  parliament. 

It  is  the  practice,  when  a member  becomes  trou- 
blesome to  the  ministry  for  his  talentSy  to  attempt  to 
corrupt  his  virtue.  The  famous  Edmund  Burke  af- 
fords a memorable  instance  of  this— but  it  is  useless 
to  particularise  cases  ; they  are  “ as  plenty  as  black- 
berries.” Andre~v  Marvel  was  tlie  last  of  the  Bri- 
tish representatives  that  was  paid  by  his  constituents 
—he  lived  about  l50  years  ago,  and  was  a man  of 
great  talents  and  probity.  I'lie  minister  of  the  day 
(the  Duke  of  Newcastle)  if  my  memory  serves  me, 

* Except  on  the  day  of  election — when  the  own- 
er, witli  great  gravity,  takes  possession ; appoints 
himself  judge  or  inspectos  of  the  voters;  puts  his. 
own  solitary  ballot  into  his  hat,  and  solemnly  de-’ 
dares  j ich  and  such  persons  to  be  representative^ 
of  the  people  in  parliament !. 
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correctly)  Visited  him  at  his  lodgings,  in  “ a back  gar- 
ret,  up  three  pair  of  stairs,” — and  atter  a little  pre- 
lude ofiered  him,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  a pension 
worth  several  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  Instead 
of  replying  to  the  duke,  the  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple called  his  housekeeper  the  only  servant  he  kept 
and  asked  her , “ what  he  had  had  for  dinner  yester- 
day She  said,  “ a neck  of  mutton.”  “ And 
what  am  I to  have  for  my  dinner  to  day  ?”  demand- 
ed Marvel  “The  remmainder  of  the  piece  you  had 
yesterday,  hashed,”  was  the  reply.  1 hen  turning  to 
the  13uke,  who  stood  confounded  and  astonished  at 
the  procedure,  he  said  in  a firm  tone — “ You  see 
how  I live— tell  the  king,  that,  at  all  times,  when 
he  acts  for  the  good  of  his  country,  he  shall  have 
my  support,  without  a pension — ^but  in  any  other 
case  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  shall  not  purchase  it.” 
Such  traits  are  honorable  to  humanity— the  anec- 
dote IS  quoted  from  memory  but  substantially  true. 

Though  such  is  the  general  corruption,  there 
are  some  members  in  parliament  whose  talents  and 
virtues  save  it  from  a total  condemnation,  and  pre-' 
vent  it  from  becoming  a silent  non-resistant  automa- 
ton in  the  hands  of  the  minister,  as  in  the  legislative 
body  of  France.  But  truth,  mighty  and  pow'erful 
as  it  is,  clothed  in  the  most  elegant  language,  and 
told  in  all  the  majesty  that  belongs  to  it  avails  but 
little — the  majority  look  for  the  nod  of  the  person 
who  dispenses  the  “ loaves  and  fishes”  of  office, 
and  obey  it — provided  always^  he  himself  stands 
fii’mly  in  his  place.  If  he  does  not  — like  the  ass  in 
the  fable  of  the  “ sick  lion,”  they  seize  upon  a 
popular  occasion  and  desert  and  “ kick  ” him — in 
this  case,  he  commonly  resigns. 

With  all  its  imperfection  and  pollutions,  howe- 
ver, the  British  parliament  is  perferable  to  the 
legislative  body  of  Fra7ice.  The  latter  is  a 7nere 
tool  whereby  the  emperor  or  his  ministers  give  a 
shape  and  fashion  to  things  as  they  want  them.— 
Freedom  of  discussion  dofes  not  exist  ; and  if  a 
man  of  spirit,  feeling  for  the  wrongs  of  his  bre- 
thren, were  to  thunder  forth  their  suffering  as  is 
sometimes  done  in  the  House  of  Commons,  his  life 
would  be  the  forfeit:- the  Frenchman  silently 
acquiesces  in  all  that  his  master  or  his  master’s 
“ confidential  servants”  propose  ; or  like  a vile 
slave,  kisses  the  rod  that  lacerates  his  countrymen; 
and  crawling  on  the  earth,  utters  forth  the  basest 
adulation  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  But  in  parlia- 
ment, the  high  mettled  Englishman,  well  inform- 
ed of  his  own  rights  and  accustomed  to  speak  of 
them  freely,  sometimes  comes  forth,  armed  with 
truth,  and  rives  corruption  to  its  centre  ; surround- 
ed by  prostitution  he  is  virtuous.  In  the  language 
of  a freeman,  he  speaks  of  the  blood  and  sweat  of 
his  fellow  subjects  wickedly  exhausted  ; boldly 
charges  the  ministers  with  the  crimes  they  have  com- 
mitted, and  makes  kiiavery  tremble  for  her  place 
on  viewing  a picture  of  herself,  in  despite  of  the 
clamor  of  the  writhmg  wretches,  and  the  calls  of 
“ order”  from  the  chair. 

The  following  extract  from  the  pr  iceedings  of 
the  House  of  Commons  is  so  exactly  in  point,  and 
fio  excellent  of  itselfj  that  we  cannot  refrain  from 
inserting  it,  as  proper  close  to  our  subject. 

IMPERIAL  PARLIAMENT. 

House  of  comhoxs,  June  14. — Mr.  Perceval 
moved  the  re-consideration  of  the  English  spirit- 
duty  suspension  drawback  bill,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  should  produce  two  more  clauses  to  be  added  to 
the  bill ; the  one  to  enable  English  distillers  to  ex- 
port spirits,  upon  the  same  advantageous  terms  as 
the  Irish  distillers,  and  the  other  to  prevent  the 
lowering  of  the  strength  of  the  spirits. 

SxcoFn  Cf 


fir 


The  bill  was  strongly  opposed  by  Mr,  W.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Marryatt.  Mr.  P-  Moore,  supported  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  in  a speech  of  considerable 
length,  defended  the  bill,  and  did  not  think  it  un- 
reasonable that  in  this  solitary  instance,  Ireland 
should  be  allowed  to  retain  the  trifling  advantage 
which  the  articles  of  union  gave  her.  It  appeared 
to  be  the  decided  object  of  the  British  distillers,  ne- 
ver to  allow  the  English  market  to  be  open  to  the 
Irish  distillers,  but  that  the  Irish  market  should  be 
at  all  times  open  to  them.  This  was  almost  the 
only  advantage  which  Ireland  had  derived  from  that 
abommable  and  most  disgraceful  measure,  tlie 
union  ! Order  / Order  ! Chair  ! 

The  speaker.  The  honorable  member  will  do 
well  to  recollect,  that  such  is  not  the  language 
which  it  becomes  this  house  to  hear  or  him  to  use 
in  speaking  of  a grave  and  solemn  act  of  parliament 
(Hear,  hear,  hear.) 

_'fr.  Hutchinson.  Sir,  I trust  I am  incapable  of 
usirg  language  unworthy  this  place  or  myself.  In 
saying  what  1 have  said,  I have  obeyed  the  dictate  of 
feelings  of  which  I am  not  ashamed  ; and  while  I 
know  them  to  be  just,  I know  not  why  I am  to  suf- 
fer the  expression  of  them  to  be  dictated  to  me. — 
(Here  the  cries  of  order,  order,  chains  chair,  chair, 
became  louder  and  more  general.) 

Speaker.  “ 1 hope  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  see  the  necessity  of  Qonforming  to  the  usage  of 
the  house.” 

Mr.  Hutchinson.  To  conform  to  the  usage  of 
this  house  I am  in  every  v.’^ay  disposed,  (Aear)  but 
my  first  right  as  a member  of  it  is  what  I will  never 
Wxliingiy  resign.  Order  ! J If'privilege  of  speech 
be  not  the  right  of  every  member  of  this  house,  I 
know  not  what  is — I have  always  thought  it  to  be 
the  right  of  every  member  of  this  house,  Avhat  he 
feels  honesty,  to  declare  boldly — ^my  feeling  s with 
respect  to  that  measure  of  union,  have  been  strong 
and  uniform.  When  was  first  proposed,  I fore- 
saw in  it  danger  to  this  country,  in  the  dangei*,  the 
degradation  and  the  ruin  of  my  own,  and  as  a com- 
mon friend  to  both,  I resisted  it  by  every  means  in 
my  power — and  am  I now  to  be  demed  the  melan- 
choly pivvilege  of  deploring  tlie  humiliating  state  to 
which  that  measure  has  reduced  my  country,  by 
making  her  a party  in  effecting  her  national  extind- 
tion  Am  1 to  be  denied  the  right  of  complaining 
that  she  has  been  tricked  out  qf  her  independence 
by  promises  which  have  all  been  violated,  and  hopes 
which  have  been  all  blasted  I If,  however,  after  all 
this  it  be  the  secret  determination  to  rob  her  gra- 
dually of  the  very  few  advantages,  and  those  too  of 
partial  operation,  to  which  linder  even  such  an  act 
she  may  be  entitled,  why  then  let  but  gentlemen 
avow  this,  and  let  the  union  be  dissolved  ! — C Hear, 
hear.J 

After  a few  words  in  explanation  from  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  the  house  divided — 
Ayes  66 — Noes  12 — majority  47. 

We  have  paid  more  attention  to  the  preceding 
subject  than  some  may  think  it  demanded. — But 
the  object  was,  by  holding  up  a faithful  view  of 
things  as  they  really  are  in  Europe,  to  impress 
upon  the  youthful  American  the  superior  excel- 
lence of  his  0-IV71  conititution,  and  induce  him  to 
cling  to  it  as  the  ark  of  his  safety  and  happiness. 
;We  have  not  distorted  A single  fact. 

Ne.  C.  TO*.  1. 
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Canals  of  France. 

In  late  work  we  find  a list  of  ail  the  canals  of 
Prance,  with  a brief  description  of  them,  of  which 
the  following"  iS  an  abstract.  Some  of  those  com- 
jnen»red  by  the  present  emperor,  are  among  the 
gTcatesl-  works  of  the  kind  in  Europe;  and  are 

now  nearly  completed from  this  enumeration 

witli  a good  map  of  the  country  before  him,  the 
reader  will  be  enabled  to  draw  many  important 
conclusions,  when  he  desires  to  ascertain  the 
State  of  that  mighty  and  powerful  empire.  It 
may  serve  also  to  shew  the  prodigious  efforts 
Bonaparte  has  made  and  is  making  to  counter- 
poise the  loss  of  the  , external  traffic  of  his  sub- 
jects sustained  by  the  naval  preponderance  of 
his  rival  England. 

1.  The  canal  which  is  to  supply  Paris  with  w^ater 
^om  the  river  Ourcp.  It  forms  a communication 
from  Paris  to  Dieppe,  by  Rouen,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  up  the  Seine,  which  is  not  safe  at 
all  times. 

2.  The  c-anal  of  the  Ardennes.  'This  canal  con- 
nects the  Meuse  and  Aine,  by  means  of  the  river 
Bar.  The  Rhine  thus  communicates  with  the 
Meuse,  Bar,  Aine,  Oise  and  Seme  ; which  greatly 
facilitates  the  exportation  of  Dutch  merchandize 
as  well  as  wood  fiom  the  extensive  forests  of  Ar- 
dennes. 

3.  The  canal  from  Le  Fere  to  Landrecies  mid 
from  Maubeuge  to  Brussels— it  has  several  branches. 

4.  The  canal  of  Nievre  joins  the  Higher  Loire 
with  the  Seine. 

5.  The  canal  of  Provins  joins  the  Vouzie  with 
the  Seme — intended  chiefly  to  supply  Paris  with 
provisions. 

G.  T.ie  canal  from  the  Rhine  to  the  mouths  of 
the  Rhone.  This  is  the  most  important  work  of 
the  kind  yet  planned  in  France,  as  it  connects  the 
Germain  sea  witJi  the  Mediterranean,  passmg 
through  a great  extent  of  rich  country. 

7.  The  canal  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Seine, — also 
a very  important  work,  with  respect  to  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  heart  of  the  French 
empire  and  Germany. 

8.  The  canal  of  St.  Quintin,  avith  five  branches. 
It  communicates  with  the  sea  by  the  Somme,  with 
the  river  Seine,  with  the  Oise,  the  Meuse,  the 
Sambre  and  the  Scheldt — a mighty  and  most  im- 
portant work. 

9.  The  canal  of  La  Censee  is  considered  as  a 
branch  of  the  canal  of  St.  Quintin.  It  establishes 
a communication  between  Calais,  Dunkirk,  Lisle, 
Douay,  and  Paris. 

The  above  have  all  been  commenced  since  Bona- 
parte was  appointed  first  consul.  Some  of  them 
are  not  yet  finished.  The  following'  were  fully 
completed  and  in  use  in  1807. — —some  of  them  are 
ancient  works ; 

1.  The  canal  called  Des  Alpines,  connects  the 
Durance  witli  the  Rhone,  it  has  two  branches. 

2.  Canal  de  Bourdignon-  is  small — it  connects 
D’Aigues  Morteswith  the  Rhone,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Gard. 

3.  Canal  of  Braire,  is  60  miles  long,  and  has  42 

aluices By  means  of  this  work  the  Loing  is 

rendered  navigable  as  far  as  the  Seine,  a little  below 
Neumours. 

4.  Canal  of  Bruck,  inthe  department  of  the  Low 

er  Rhine,  is  12  miles  long commences  at  Mol- 

sR’in  and  ends  at  Strasboiu'g. 

fi.^^The  canal  from  Brussels  to  Antwerp,  forms  a 
communication  between  the  Seine  and  the  Scheldt, 
by  means  of  the  Rupel. 


6.  The  central  canal  extends  60  miles,  and  pene-' 
trates  a moimtam  foi  the  space  of  about  1400  yards.' 
It  communicates  With  the  Mediterram  an  by  the 
Rhone,  with  the  Atlantic  by  the  Loire,  with  the 
Channel  by  the  Seine,  and  hence  is  sometime* 
called  the  “ canal  of  the  three  seas.” 

7.  The  canal  of  the  Gold  coast,  or  Burgundy 
canal,  is  150  miles  long.  It  connects  the  Saone 
with  the  Yonne,  receiving  several  small  rivers. 

8.  The  canal  of  Craponne  in  the  department  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Rhone.  It  is  not  navigable,  but 
turns  a vast  number  of  mills  and  fertilises  the  coun- 
try. 

9.  The  canal  of  Douay  to  Lisle  and  liCns  ; several 
improvements  are  intended  to  be  made  to  this  canal 
which  will  greatly  promote  its  usefulness.  Among 
them  it  is  proposed  to  unite  the  Sclteldt  with  the 
Somme,  by  means  of  a subterranean  passage. 

10.  The  canal  of  Givors  connects  the  Rhone  anci 
the  Loire. 

11.  The  canal  of  Louvain  to  Malines  is  12  miles 
long,  60  feet  wide  and  11  deep. 

12.  The  canal  of  Lucon  extends  from  Lucon  to 
the  sea — it  is  only  6 miles  long. 

13.  The  canal  of  lame  communicates  with  the 
sea. 

14.  The  canal  from  Meuse  to  the  Rhine. 

15.  The  southern  canal,  formerly  called  the 
canal  of  Languedoc.  This  connects  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Mediterranean,  and  is  135  miles  long.  The 
basin  is  at  Norouse,  the  liighest  spot  between  the 
seas — and  is ‘400  yards  long  and  300  wide — but  in 
order  always  to  retain  a sufficient  supply  of  water, 
there  is  a reservoir  at  St.  Ferol  2400  yards  long  and 
1000  yards  wide  and 60  deep— its  shape  is  triangular, 
and  is  enclosed  by  two  mountains  and  a very  strong 
bank.  From  hence  there  is  an  aqueduct  to  No- 
rouse. This  canal  is  the  greatest  work  of  its  kmd 
in  Europe — it  is  cut,  through  mountains  and  carried 
over  vallies.  A full  description  of  it  would  fill 
a small  volume. 

16.  The  canal  du  Morbihan,  connects  the  Ran- 
nes  with  the  sea,  and  is  only  about  4 miles  long. 

17.  The  canal  of  Orleans,  or  dii  Loibet,  connects 
the  Loire  with  the  Seme,  it  is  54  miles  long  and 
has  thirty  sluices. 

18.  The  canal  of  Montargis  was  constructed  in 
consequence  of  the  river  Loing  not  being  naviga- 
ble from  Montargis  to  the  Seine. 

19.  The  canal  from  Ostend  to  Burges.  There 
are  three  canals  which  serve  to  open  a communica- 
tion from  Burges  to  the  sea,  one  of  which  has  water 
enough  for  ships  of  400  tons  burthen;  Tlie  basins 
are  capable  of  containing  100  vessels.  Many  rivers 
and  places  are  united  by  these  canals, 

20.  The  cannal  cle  la  Robnie,  or  de  I’Ande  joins 
the  southren  canal,  “^passes  through  Narbonne, 
and  throws  itself  into  tne  Mediterranean  at  Nou- 
velie. 

21.  The  canal  de  la  Rudelle  communicating 
with  the  Rhone  and  the  sea. 


The  Mamlukes  of  Egypt 

COMPILED  FROM  VARIOUS  AUTHORITIES. 

The  origin  of  this  celebrated  people  is  given  as 
follows  : In  the  year  1227  the  Tafters  residing 
on  the  shores  of  the  Caspian  sea,  under  the  fa- 
mous Djenkiz-kan,  spread  desolation  and  death 
through  the  regions  of  Asia,  as  far  as  the  Tigris.— 
Weary  of  slaughter,  they  brought  back  with  them 
a great  number  of  young  persons,  of  both  sexes, 
wlsLom  they  exposed  and  sold  as  slaves.  The.  . 
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then  reig'nin^  sultan  of  Egypt,  of  the  Turkman 
race,  m purchased  12,000  of  the  handsomest 

of  the  young  men,  chiefly  Circassians,  had  them 
careiuily  instructed  m military  duties,  and  soon 
obtained  the  finest  body  of  soldiers  in  the  east,  but 
at  the  same  tnne  most  mutinous,  for  they  pre- 
sently gave  laws  to  their  master,  and  shortly  after 
put  him  to  death,  substituting  one  of  their  own 
body  in  his  stead.  They  retained  possession  of 
Egypt  for  250  years,  during  which  time  they  put 
up  and  destroyed  forty  seven  chiefs.  In  1'517  tliey 
were  conquered  by  i i Ottomans  under  suitan  Se- 
lim, who  took  and  hanged  Touman  Bey,  and  ended 
the  dynasty. 

Selim,  however,  did  not  exterminate  the  .Mam- 
lukes.  Sensible  that  if  he  established  a Pacha  m 
Egypt  wuh  the  same  powers  as  the  Pachas  of 
other  provinces,  that  the  distance  from  the  capital 
of  hiS  empire  would  afford  strong  temptations  to 
revolt,  he  called  the  remaining Mamlukes  together, 
and  established  a Divan,  or  kind  o^  regency,  com- 
posed of  the  Pacha  and  chiefs  of  the  seven  military 
corps.  The  first  to  represent  the  sultan,  collect 
the  tribute,  &c.  The  latter  to  serve  as  a check  upon 
him,  having  the  right  to  reject  his  decrees  and  even 
to  depose  him.  Still  further  to.  guard  aginst  revolt, 
he  divided  Egypt  into  twjbnty  four  provinces,  over 
each  of  which  he  placed  a Mamluke  as  the  bey,  or 
governor.  These  were  the  “ checks  and  balances” 
which  secured  the  sovereignly  of  the  country  for 
many  years.  The  sultan  also  established  the  tr.bute, 
and  ordered  that  32,000  troops  should  always  be. 
kept  under  pay  and  ready  for  service. 

Selim’s  system  answered  his  purpose  exceedingly 
well,  while  the  head  of  the  empire  was  vigilant  and 
active.  But  about  50  years  ago  many  innovations 
began  to  take  place ; and  the  Mamlukes  made  them- 
selves the  real  sovereigns  of  Egy^pt,  paying  very 
little  deference  to  the  orders  of  the  Divan  at  Con- 
stantinople unless  it  suited  their  convenience  to 
obey. 

“If  the  first  establishment  of  the  Mamlukes  was 
a singular  event”  says  Mr.  Volney,  “ their  conti- 
nuance is  not  less  extraordinary.  During  the  550 
years  that  there  have  been  Mamlukes  in  Egypt,  not 
one  of  them  has  left  surviving  issue ; there  does 
not  exist  one  family  of  them  in  the  second  genera- 
tion ; all  their  children  perished  in  the  first  or  se- 
cond  descent.  Almost  the  same  thing  happens  to 
the  Turks  ; and  it  is  observed  they  can  only  secure 
u continuance  of  their  families  by  marrying  women 
who  are  natives,  which  the  ?damlukes  liave  always 
disdained  [their  wives  are  slaves,  like  thema^elves, 
brought  chiefly  from  Circassia,  and  Mingreha] ; let 
the  naturalist  explam  (continues  Volney).  why  men 
well  formed  and  married  to  healthy  women,  are  un- 
able to  naturalize  on  the  banks  of  th,e  Mile.” 

The  means  by  which  the  Mamlukes  are  perpetua- 
ted are  the  same  as  those  by  which  they  were  estab- 
lished, to  luity  by  the  purchase  of  slaves;  some  of 
them  are  sold  by  their  miserable  parents  to  the 
wholesale  dealers ; others  are  kidnapped  and  car- 
ried off,  to  be  disposed  of  as  other  merchandize. 
The  purchasers  are  the  beys,  who  educate  them 
with  great  care,  promote  them  to  offices,  and  from 
them  fill  up  all  the  vacancies  which  ocQur  in  their 
owm  body.  The  Mamlukes  are  remarked  for  a 
V'ann  attachment  to  their  masters,  whose  fortunes 
they  generally  follow  with  unwearied  constancy. 

As  many  interesting  particulars  relative  to  this 
singular  race  of  people  ai’e  not  generally  known. 
We  shall  give  a detailed  accouutof  the  a-  di’css,  arms, 
manners  and  customs.. 


Dress  of  the  MarnLukes  First  they  have  a shirt 
of  thin  cotton,  over  which  they  wear  a gown  of  thin 
light  stuff,  descending  from  the  neCk  to  the  ankles, 
folding  ovev  the  fore  part  o the  body  towards  the 
hip,  where  it  is  fastened  by  strings.  Over  this  is  a 
second  of  like  form  and  width,  with  sleeves  which 
descend  to  the  fingers’  ends,  generally  made  of  silk. 
Round  the  waist  they  wear  a belt  which  divides  the 
dress  into  two  bundles.  Over  these  is  thrown  a 
gown  of  cloth,  made  like  the  former,  except  that  th« 
sleeves  only  descend  to  the  elbow.  I'o  cover  all, 
they  wear  a large  cloak.  “ The  whole  habit  (says 
Mr.  Volney)  has  the  appearence  of  along  sack, 
from  which  is  thrust  a bare  neck  and  baid  head, 
covered  with  a turban.”  The  turban  is  of  a cylin- 
drical shape,  made  of  yellow  muslin.  “On  tho 
feet  they  wear  socks  of  yellow  leather,  and  slippers 
without  quarters,  always  liable  to  be  left  m the 
mud.”  But  the  most  singular  part  of  their  dress 
IS  a kind  of  pantaloons  or  trowsers,  so,  long  as  to 
reach  up  to  their  chm,  and  so  wide  that  each  leg  is 
large  enough  to  contain  the  whole  body.  Thus 
swaddled,  we  cannot  suppose  the  Mamlukes  are 
active  walkers,  yet  they  think  the  dress  commodi- 
ous, and  would  not,  on  any  account,  make  an  altera- 
tion in  it.  They  never  but  once  attempted  to  fight 
on  foot,  and  that  was  to  storm  a town  m Syria,  un- 
der the  famous  Ali  Bey they  were  repulsed,  and. 

•wisely  concluded  that  that  place  must  indeed  be 
impregnable  which  could  not  be  taken  on  horse- 
back ! 

I'heir  horse  accoutremenps  are  as  badly  contrived 
as  their  own  dress.  The  saddle  is  a clumsy  frame, 
loaded  with  wood,  leather  and  iron,  on  which  a 
trussequm  rises  behind>  eight  inches  in  height, 
above  the  hips  of  the  horsemen.  The  pummel 
projects  from  four  to  five  inches.  The  saddle  is 
not  stuffed,  but  they  put  woollen  cloths  under  it,  and 
fasten  tlie  whole  with  a circingle  tied  with  leather 
thongs.  They  do  not  use  cruppers.  A pair  of 
stirrups  weighs  from  nine  to  twelve  pounds.  They 
are  formed  of  a plate  of  copper,  longer  and  wider 
than  the  foot,  with  sharp  edges,  which  are  usc4 
■ instead  of  spurs — the  saddle  and  saddle  cloths  weigh 
about  twenty-five  pounds.  The  br.dle  is  as  badly 
constructed — “ it  is  a ki^id  of  snaffle,  without  a 
joint,  with  a curb  which  lieing  only  an  iron  ring, 
binds  the  jaw  so  as  to  lacerate  the  skin,  and  injure 
the  bars  of  the'horse’s  mouth.”  In  their  manoeu- 
vres they  consider  it  th?  most  graceful  to  stop  theis^ 
liorses  suddenly  when  at  their  highest  speed.— 
“ Checked  by  this  bit,  the  Imrse  bends  in  his  hind 
legs,  stiffens  his,  fore,  and  slides  along'  like  a horse 
of  v/ood.”  How  much  this  must  injure  the  horse 
m.ay  easily  be  concieved;  hut  they  think  it 
adapted  to  their  method  of  fighting,  and  persist  in 
it.  Xotwithstanding,  the  Mamlukes  are  firm  and 
vigorous  horsemen,  and  have  a warlike  ai>pear-^ 
ance. 

Arms.  The  principal  weapon  of  the  Mamlukes 
is  a carbine  thirty  inches  long,  of  a very  large  bore, 
into  which  they  put  ten  or  twelve  balls  at  a time. 
They  all  carry  a pair  of  pistols  fastened  fo  some  part 
of  their  dress  by  strings.  At  the  front  of  the  saddle 
bang's  a heavy  mace  to  knock  down  the  enemy,  and 
on  the  leftside  they  suspend  a crooked  sabre,  which, 
measured  with  the  curve  is  about  thirty  inches  long, 
but  in  a right  line  from  heel  to  point,  not  more 
than  twenty-four.  The  boys  rival  each  other  in  the 
beauty  and  goodness  of  tlieir- sabres,  and  sometimes 
pay  a»  high  as  ^300  for  the  blade  only,  if  of  tlie 
ancient  manufacture  of  Damascus.  Some  of  i:  esc 
sabres  bear  so  fine  and  keen  an  edge,  “ as  to  c it  a 
clew  ©f  wet  cotton  like  a piece  of  butter.” 
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Education  and  eicercise.  The  art  of  using  their 
arms  is  tlie  chief  object  of  the  Mamluke’s  attention. 
They  are  exercised  every  morning  on  horseback, 
and  taught  all  the  manoeuvres  connecting  with  their 
manner  of  fighting.  In  their  exercises  it  frequent- 
ly happens  that  some  of  them  are  killed,  for  they 
handle  each  other  very  roughly.  But  the  Mamlukes 
have  no  order,  discipline  or  subordination.  “ Their 
troops  are  a mob — their  march,  a riot — their  battles, 
duels- — and  their  war,  a scene  of  robbery  and  plun- 
der.” Experience  has  proved  them  totally  inade- 
quate to  combat  with  the  organized  cavalry  of 
Europe,  though  their  wdiole  lives  have  been  spent 
in  militaiy  exercises.  The  maintenance  of  eacfr 
Mamiuke  is  supposed  to  cost  his  patron,  on  an 
average,  g500  per  annum  ; their  luxury  is  excessive, 
and  W^ey  are  much  indulged  by  their  masters,  as 
well  to  gratify  their  own  vanit}^  as  to  secure  their 
attachment.  The  horses  they  ride  frequently  cost 
1000  dollars  each — ^the)^  W'ear  the  richest  Cashmere 
shawls  worth  from  150  to  300  dollars  a-piece,  and 
have  a variety  of  costly  pellices,  trinkets  and  pre- 
cious stones.  Their  women  are  also  gratified  with 
the  most  expensive  articles  of  finery. 

JManners.  The  manners  of  the  Mamlukes  are 
universally  reprehended.  They,  commit  deliberate 
murder  without  appareht  remorse,  and  are  corrupt- 
ed by  every  species  of  debauchery.  M.  Volney 
says  they  are  all  guilty  of  the  most  horrible  pollu- 
tions. Without  parents  and  generally  without 
children,  the  present  is  all  they  regard — “ the  past 
has  done  nothing  for  them,  and  they  have  nothing 
to  do  for  the  future.”  They  are  cimning,  deceitful 
and  treaclicfious — cruel,  vindictive,  and  oppressive  ; 
and,  in  fine,  so  desperately  wicked,  that  none  but  a 
Mamiuke  can  compare  with  a Mamiuke.  Such  are 
the  men  who  govern  Egypt.  Their  whole  number 
does  not  exceed  8000 — yet  they  so  manage  their 
matters  as  to  keep  under  check  nearly  three  mil- 
lions of  people,  though  always  in  dread  of  the  dag- 
ger or  poisoned  cup  of  each  other. 


Geography. 

Extracts  from  Breckenridge^s  sketches  of  Louisiana. 

St.  Gexevievk — Is  at  present  the  principal  de- 
posit of  tlie  lead,  of  the  mine  la-Motte,  the  mine 
a Burton,  New  Oiggmgs,  the  mines  on  Big  river, 
with  several  others  ; and  is  the  store  hou?e,  from 
whence  those  eng-aged  m working  the  mines  are 
supplied  with  a variety  of  articles.  This  tov/n  was 
commenced  about  the  year  1774. 

It  is  situated  about  one  mile  from  the  Mississipi, 
between  the  tw^o  briuiches  of  a stream  called  the 
Gabourie,  on  a flat  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  and 
something  higher  than  the  river  bottom.  There  is 
a second  branch  about  20  feet  higher  than  this,  up- 
on which  the  town  begins  at  present  to  extend,  this 
is  merely  a step  however,  and  bounded  by  a third 
bank,  80  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river ; there  are 
scattering  ho^ises  for  some  distance  vip  each  branch 
of  the  Gabourie.  West  of  the  to^vn,  and  north  of 
the  Gabourie,  the  country  is  high,  and  somewhat 
broken.  The  soil  is  a yellow  clay ; in  places  strew- 
ed with  horn  stone,  but  produces  good  corn  and 
wheat.  The  timber  has  been  in  a great  measure 
destroyed  for  the  use  of  the  town.  In  front  of  the 
town  on  the  Mississipi  thcie  is  a fine  bottom  com- 
mencing from  the  Gabourie,  and  Extending  eight  or 
nine  miles  along  the  river ; the  greater  part  of  the 
d stance  three  miles  in  width.  The  common  field 
under  fence  contains  about  seven  thousand  acres. 


of  the  present  [last]  year  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollai’s  worth  of  merchandize  and  pro- 
duce has  been  brought  to  it  for  sale.  St.  Genev.eve  is 
a rising  town  ; a greater  number  of  buddings  have 
been  erected  here  than  at  St.  Louis,  and  prepara- 
tions are  making  for  building  a number  more  m the 
course  of  the  next  season.  There  are  two  bnck 
yards.  A very  handsome  edifice  has  been  erected 
of  limestone,  on  the  hill,  or  third  bank,  tliat  I have 
mentioned,  and  commanding  an  elegant  prospect 
of  the  Tiver  and  the  American  bottom,  and  the 
bluffs  on  the  other  side  of  Kaskaskia.  This,  build- 
ing is  intended  for  an  academy,  aitd  does  great  ho- 
nor to  the  public  spirit  of  those  gentlemen  who 
were  engaged  in  so  laudable  an  midertakmg.  They 
are  at  present  at  a loss  for  a teacher  of  the  classics ; 
a thousand  dollars  per  annum  it  is  said  has  been 
offered.  A seminary  such  as  this  has  been  much, 
wanted,  and  St.  Genevieve  is  a good  situation  for 
it.  There  are  two  schools  in  this  town ; one  French 
and  the  other  English. 

The  population  of  this  town,  and  new  Bourbon, 
an  inconsiderable  village  on  the  bluff,  or  second, 
bank,  two  miles  below,  it  amounts  to  1,450.  There 
is  about  the  same  proportion  of  slaves,  as  at  St- 
Louis  ; the  number  of  Americans  is  about  the  same. 
There  was  formerly  a village  of  Piorias,  below  the 
town,  biit  they  left  it  a few  years  ago. 

St.  Genevieve  was  formerly  built  immediately  on 
the  Mississippi,  but  the  washing  away  of  the  bank, 
and  the  great  flood  which  happened  about  twenty 
years  ago,  and  is  called  Pan  des  eaux,  caused  the 
inhabitants  to  choose  a higher  situation. 

The  principal  employment^of  the  inhabitants  was 
agriculture,  but  there  are  very  few  who  have  not, 
also,  been  engaged  in  the  mine  business.  This  be- 
ing a field  of  industry  and  enterprise  open  to  eve- 
ry one,  it  is  here  that  the  yoimg  men  generally 
make  theii^  debut  on  commencing  busmens  for  them- 
selves. A number  of  inhabitants,  however,  are 
ojiiefly  employed  as  boatmen,  or  for  the  purpose^ of 
conducting  voyages.  There  is  some  Indian  trade, 
from  the  neighboring  Shawanese,  Piorias,  and 
Delawares. 

There  are  a number  of  wealthy  and  respectable 
families,  and  the  society  as  in  those  villag-es,  gene-- 
rally,  is  pleasant  and  agi’eeable.  There  are  but  few~ 
mechanics ; and  to  those  that  are  industrious  and 
ingenious  this  place  would  give  encouragement. 


Sheep’s  Wool. 

FROM  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PRESS. 

A CLOTHIEK^No.  I. 

TO  TOBACCO  PLANTERS  ANB  SHEEP  BREEDERS. 

It  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Arthur  Young’s  Report 
(p.  367)  011  Lincolnshire*^  ii\  England,  that  the  whole 
land  in  that  country  is  1,848,000  acres  ; having  on 
them  2,400,000  sheep  of  two  heavy  feeced  breeds, 
producing  21,610,000  pounds  of  wool,  selling  at 
one  sixth  of  a dollar  (or  15  pence  sterling)  per 
pound.  The  whole  value  of  unmanufactured  wool 
IS  iiSlOjOOO  sterling;  equal  to  3,600i000  dollars.-r 
This,  at  our  prices  for  wool,  would  be  eqxial  in  value 
to  all  the  American  cotton  exported  from  the  United 
States  in  a year,  being  7 or  8 millions  of  dollars. 
The  weight  of  this  wool  is  greater  than  the  uJ^eight 
of  all  the  sheep  wool  yet  made  in  the  United  States 
in  any  year. 

Vfhen  it  is  considered  that  the  quantity  of  land 
in  Lincolnshire  (G.  B.)  is  not  more  than  one  fif- 
teenth of  the  land  in  Pennsylvania,  or  in  New-York, 


'I’hereare  six  mercantile  stores,  and  in  the  course  \ a tenth  of  South  Carolina,‘or  one  twelfth  of  North 
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Carolina,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  imme7ise  ca- 
pacity of  the  United  States  to  produce  wool. — 
The  county  of  Lincoln  (G.  B.)  is  in  a gi’eat  part 
fenn}-  or  marshy : in  part  it  is  heath : in  parts  dry 
and  rich.  Some  of  the  fenny  districts  produce  flee- 
ces of  fourteen  pounds.  It  is  probable  that  some  of 
our  richest  drained  swamps  would  be  excellent  for 
such  sheep. 

Mr.  Young  states,  that  the  average  of  the  Lhi- 
cohiskire  sheep,  of  the  two  different  breeds,  is  nine 
potmds  of  wool  to  the  fleece : and  those  farmers 
who  confine  themselves  to  the  Lincolnshire  breed 
get  ten  pounds.  Some  authorities  say  eleven 
pounds,  are  the  true  average  weight  of  the  fleeces 
of  the  true  Lincolnshire  breed.  Let  us  encrease 
our  care  of  sheep,  and  omit  to  kill  any  lambs  or 
sheep  under  three  years  old,  and  we  shall  have 
more  wool  m the  next  year  or  two  for  our  army, 
navy,  militia,  and  camp  followers  and  all  attendants 
and  privateers,  than  will  be  requisite  for  any  war 
with  any  power  in  Europe. 

No.  II. — It  IS  wonderful,  that  the  profits  of  sheep 
and  -wool  have  remained  so  long  unobseiwed  in  the 
United  States.  This  branch  of  farming  particu- 
larly suits  our  country,  because,  we  have  so  great 
a quantity  of  land,  and  so  moderate  a population  in 
proportion  to  our  extensive  territory.  One  man, 
boy  or  woman  can  take  care  of  many  sheep.  In 
Scotland,  the  lea;:,t  fertile  country  upon  earth,  that 
sagacious,  steady  and  energetic  people  produce 
wool  in  their  poorest  counties,  and  sell  it  as  low  as 
7s.  6d.  and  8s.  sterling  for  a stone  of  24  and  26 
pounds.*  This  is  less  than  seven  cents  per  pound! 
Of  this  wool  coarse  hats  and  bonnets,  carpets  and 
stockings  are  made.  Our  poorest  districts  are  all 
milder  than  Scotland  and  more  fertile  than  one  half 
of  its  sheep  districts.  They  are  also  much  drier, 
which  favors  the  health,  flesh  and  wool  of  sheep. 
With  the  extension  of  sheep,  the  extension  of 
manufactures  should  and  will  go  hand  in  hand. — 
Manufactures  are  one  of  the  handmaids  of  agricul- 
ture. Our  steepest  lime-stone  lands  are  very  favor- 
able to  sheep.  * They  are  so  healthy  on  that  strong 
kind  of  soil,  as  to  thrive  well  on  it,  without  salt. 
Since  beef,  pork  and  grain  may  be  low,  m the  en- 
suing year,  because  our  vessels  are  captured,  let 
us  use  our  beef,  veal  and  pork,  and  feed  our  poul- 
try with  our  grain  for  our  own  table  and  spare  our 
sheep  for  one  or  tnio  years,  and  thus  increase  our 
stock  of  them.  By  girdling  in  all  our  lightly 
Wooded  lands,  we  may  open  the  surface'  of  the 
earth  to  the  air  and  sun  and  make  good  sheep  pas- 
tures. The  brush  scythe  will  cut  up  the  brambies, 
briars  and  underwood.  The  brush  scyth  or  brush 
cutter  would  be  better  always  in  our  sheep  keepers 
hands,  than  the  Shepherd’s  crook  and  pipe. 

We  certainly  ought  very  considerably  to  diminish 
our  tobacco  cultivation.  Sugar  lands  are  employ- 
ing part  of  our  Southern  laborers,  who  used  to 
make  tobacco,  cotton,  indigo,  rice  and  corn. — 
Sheep  will  employ  a number  of  hands  which  were 
lately  engaged  in  raising  cotton,  tobacco,  hemp, 
indigo,  rice  and  corn.  The  poorest  and  bleakest 
lands  in  the  northern  states  may  be  brought  into  use 
for  sheep,  though  too  stony  or  too  steep  for  the 
plough.  By  thus  adopting  new  modes  of  agricul- 
ture, and  new  modes  of  industry,  we  shall  give 
ourselves  a complete  self-dependence,  under  a benign 
Providence. 

It  is  a fact,  (which  Sinclair’s  Statistics  of  Scotland 


* See  Sir  John  Sinclair’s  books  on  Scotland  and 
its  parishes,  in  seventeen  volumes  : a work  full  of 
instruction  to  the  farmers,  freeholders  and  planters. 


prove,  and  which  Mr.  Arilnir  Younffa  English 
farming  books  confirm)  that  our  oak  barrens  and 
underwooded  plains  may  be  profitably  applied  to 
sheep.  The  brusli  scythe,  or  other  cutting  instru- 
ment would  rapidly  bring  them  into  a condition  for 
range.  The  burnt  lands  of  many  neighborhoods 
could  be  employed  advantageously  for  sheep-walks. 

The  streams  which  fall  from  our  hilly  lands, 
could  be  made,  by  little  channels,  to  water  their 
sides  and  produce  great  quantities  of  grass  in  poor 
and  stony  and  broken  grounds  : a good  employ- 
ment for  the  industrious  shepherd. 

As  manufacturers  should  be  ever  in  vietu  to  support 
the  value  of  ivool,  sheep  and  lands,  the  trade  of 
dressing  skins  should  be  diffused  through  all  the 
counties,  in  the  morocco  style,  and  for  book-binders, 
glovers,  wool  card-makers  and  others.  A pound  of 
leather  gloves  can  be  brought  from  the  state  of  Ohio 
to  Philadelphia  for  a five  cent  piece.  So  of  a pound 
or  square  yard  of  merino  superfine  cloth. 

No.  III. — On  the  whole  of  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land (exclusive  of  Scotland)  it  is  computed,  that 
nearly  twenty  nine  millions  of  sheep  are  maintain- 
ed ! The.se  produce  (at  five  pounds  coarse  and  fine, 
on  an  average  per  head)  one  hundred  and  forty -five 
millions  of  pounds  weight  of  wool,  which  brings 
there  the  medium  price  of  eleven  pence  sterling  or 
a little  more,  per  pound.  This  is  equal  to  about 
twenty  cents  and  one  half,  as  much  is  coarse  wool 
for  working  people.  The  whole  value  is  nearly 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  to  England  alone  for  her 
unma^iufactured  wool,  though  her  quantity  of  land  is 
not  more  tf  an  half  the  joint  contents  of  New-York. 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  is  far  less  than  the  lands  of 
Virginia,  or  of  New-England,  or  of  Ohio,  or  of 
Georgia,  or  of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Though 
so  vast  a quantity  of  wool  was  produced  in  England 
in  1809,  yet  Scotland  and  Ireland  each  produced 
much  wool,  and  six  millions  of  pounds  of  fine 
wool  were  imported  into  Britain  from  Spam.  The 
British  manufactures  of  wool  were  computed,  for 
exportation,  to  be  / 8,500,000.  Similar  woollen 
manufactures,  for  home  use,  were  estimated  at 
1 17,000,000  the  two  making  the  sum  of  / 25,560,000 
sterling,  or  one  hundred  and  thirteen  millions,  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

We  can  then  easily  and  profitably  discontinue 
most  of  our  tobacco  and  some  of  our  cotton  and 
beef  cattle  farming,  for  this  immense  object  of  agri- 
culture, the  produce  of  which  is  wanted  in  our 
home  market,  for  our  own  use.  We  can  manufac- 
ture it  in  part  within  our  families,  and  in  part 
within  the  bouses  for  carding  and  spinning  machine- 
ry, which  we  are  every  where  erecting.  No  spoli- 
ation will  injure  our  home  wool  markets,  as  in  the 
case  with  our  tobacco,  our  cotton  and  our  beef,  and 
indeed  all  exports  to  foreign  countries.  Our  poor- 
est barrens,  plains  and  burnt  lands  will  serve  for 
sheep  walks  as  in  England,  Wales  and  Scotland, 
and  so  will  our  rich  marshes,  and  our  strong  lime- 
stone and  other  fertile  lands.  Here  any  quantity  of 
land  can  be  spared  for  sheep,  without  lessei;iing  the 
quantity  we  require  to  spw  with  grain,  hemp,  flax 
and  other  productions.  W'ool  is  worth  from  5Q  to 
lOO  per  centum,  more  here  than  in  England.  One 
man  can  tend  many  sheep,  and  he  can  farm,  in  that 
way,  a large  quantity  of  our  redundant  land.  Va- 
luable sheep  grounds,  to  a vast  extent,  can  be  pur- 
chased in  America  for  much  less  than  the  lowest 
average  rent  of  the  poorest  county  in  England, 
Ireland,  Scotland  or  Wales.  The  sheep  are  fine  in 
Arabia,  fine  in  Spain,  and  fipe  in  England,  and  will 
' therefore  thrive,  in  all  our  climates,  from  the  Gulph 
of  Mex  co  tc/ the  river  of  St.  Croix. 
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Strange  things. 

Literary  Prodigy. — I'he  following  account  is  ex- 
tracted from  the  ivloniteur  of  the  28th  of  last  May, 
Under  the  head  of  the  Kingdom  of  Westphalia. 

Gottixgex,  May  20. 

Foi’  these  eight  months  we  have  had  among  the 
students  of  our  university,  a boy  who  is  ten  years 
and  a half  old,  which  is  a real  phenomenon.  The 
name  of  this  young  scavant  is  Chakles  Witte, 
He  understands  Uie  languages,  history,  geography, 
and  literature,  as  well  ancient  and  modern ; at  the 
age  of  eight  years  he  possessed,  besides  his  mother 
tongue,  Gi*eek,  Latin,  French,  English  and  Italian, 
to  such  a t'^gree  of  perfection,  that  he  could  not 
only  translate  currently  the  Eneid  of  Virgil,  and 
the  Illiad  of  Homer,  but  could  besides  speak  with 
an  astonishing  faeJily,  all  the  living  languages 
which  we  have  just  mentioned.  Of  tins  he  last 
year  gave  such  satisfactory  proofs,  in  a public  ex- 
amination, which  he  underwent  at  the  University 
of  Leipsic,  that  that  body  honored  him  with  a di- 
ploma. 

Till  his  arrival  at  Gottingen  this  child  had  no 
other  instructor  than  his  father,  \he  clergyman 
Witte,  His  majesty  the  king  of  Westphalia,  desi- 
rous that  he  should  continue  to  direct  the  studies 
of  hiS  son  to  their  determination,  has  granted  him 
a pension,  which  has  enabled  him  to  quit  his  pasto- 
ral functions,  and  to  accompany  his  pupil  to  our 
University.  The  young  Witte  is  no\y  studying 
philosophy  : he  is  engaged  in  a course  of  mathema- 
tics, ]jhvsic,  and  metaphysics,  and  show^  the  most 
happy  disposition  for  all  the  sciences. 

The  JMathematical  Phenomenon Plearing  so 

much  said  about  this  child,  the  editor  sent  for  him, 
in  order  to  form  some  opinion  for  himself,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  some  particulars  to  the  pub- 
lic, if  any  thing  sliould  appear  worthy  public  pa- 
tronage. I'hc  child  appears  to  be  not  more  than 
six  or  seven  years  old,  and  in  nothing,  except  his 
power  m figures,  rem.arkable  for  a child  of  that  age, 
either  as  to  mind  or  manners.  He  could  not  write 
nor  read  figures  so  as  to  enumerate  ; I then  put  to 
hin^  among  others  the  following  questions  : a gen- 
tleman present  having  first  ascertained  the  result 
with  his  pen. 

Question  1,  Suppose  39  apple  trees,  13  bmbs  to 
a tree,  and  170  apples  on  , a limb,  how  many  apples 
in  all  ? He  screwed  up  his  brows  a little  and  in  14? 
seconds  by  a stop  watch,  gave  the  answer,  86,190, 

Q.  2.  \\diat  numbers  multiplied  by  themselves 
will  produce  703,529  ? He  said  in  two  seconds,  there 
were  no  numbers  which  so  multipped  would  give 
that  result.  The  gentleman  present  re-examined 
his  figures  and  asserted  there  was. . The  child  in- 
stantly replied,  no,  and  desired  him  to  try  once 
more : on  this  trial  he  found  he  had  multiplied 
wrong ; he  then  varied  the  question  and  asked  him 
what  numbers  multiplied  by  themselves  would  pro- 
duce 603,729  ? the  boy  answered  as  if  by  instinct, 
777  : which  was  right, 

Q.'3.  How  many  seconds  are  there  in  60  years^.? 
In  half  a minute  he  answered,  1,892,160,000,  (one 
bdlion,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  millions,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand. 

Several  more  questions  were  asked  with  similar 
success,  and  utterly  to  my  astonishment  ; but  I 
have  not  room  for  them  here.  When  we  consider 
the  unheard  of  powers  of  this  child  and  the  lauda- 
ble purpose  to  which  the  proceeds  of  his  exhibitions 
are  to  be  appropriated,  we  cannot  but  hope  that  a 
liberal  encouragement  may  be  experienced. 

f./Y  Y’UTkz  'E.  ■ • 


The  Royal  Ixstitutiox — On  Saturday  so’nniglit^ 
Mr.  professor  Feinaigle,  of  Baden,  gave  a public 
experiment  of  the  ethcacy  of  his  method  of  tacili- 
tatmg  and  assisting  memory.  The  managers  of  the 
institution  in  consequence  of  the  application  of  the 
committee  of  literature  and  science,  gi-anted  per- 
mission for  this  public  display  of  the  art,  without, 
however,  making  themselves  responsible  for  its 
character.  The  exhibition  took  place  before  an  as- 
semblage of  several  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
who  were  astonished  and  delighted  with  the  result 
of  the  experiment.  Four  chddi-en,  two  boys  and 
two  girls,  all  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  had  been 
put  under  Mr.  Feinaigle’s  care  but  two  or  three 
days  before ; he  had  one  of  the  g.ris  but  an  hour 
and  an  half;  and  the  longest  tuition  that  any  of  tliem 
had  received  was  but  four  hours  and  a half 

One  of  them  repeated  Goldsmith’s  Hermit  back- 
ward and  forward,  and  stated  the  stanza,  the  Ime  o.nd 
the  order  of  any  remarkable  word  required  of  him. 

One  litte  girl  answered  to  questions  in  the  chro- 
nology of  the  Roman  emperors  : another  multiplied 
without  slate  or  paper,  two  sums  of  eight  figures 
by  eight,  and  declared  that  she  had  not  been  pre- 
viously taught  arithmetic. 

A boy  determined  the  geographical  situation  in 
the  degi*ee  and  minutes  of  fifty  difierent  cities  ; and 
on  a planisphere  chalked  out  on  a board,  marked 
down  the  true  situation  of  places  named  to  him. 

M.  Fincher,  of  the  institution,  also  recited  tli^ 
Mineralogical  Tables  of  Hany,  the  second  part  oT 
which  he  had  taught  himself  on  Mr.  Feinaigle’s 
system,  together  with  the  first  part  of  Brison’s 
drnithologie  system ; and  he  declared,  from  his 
experience,  that  the  principles  of  Mr.  Feinaigle’s 
art  were  equally  calculated  to  give  facility  in  the 
acquisition  and  certainty  m the  retention  of  tlie  ta- 
bles of  any  other  science a fact  which  was  con- 

firmed by  several  gentlemen  present,  who  have  at- 
tended the  private  courses  of  the  professor. 

The  examinations  were  carried  on  by  Mr.  Disney, 
chairman  of  the  literary  and  scientific  committee;  and 
for  a great  part  of  the  time,  Mr.  Feinaigle  retired  from 
the  lecture  room.  Nothing  could  be  more  satisfacto- 
ry than  the  result  of  the  experiment ; and  the  compa- 
ny returned  Mr.  Feinaigle  their  thanks.  [Lon.  PapK 


Baltimore^  October  12,  1811. 

Maryland  election  for  delegates. — The  election 
held  in  this  state  on  Monday  last,  for  delegates  to 
the  General  Assembly,  failed  to  excite  its  usual 
sensibility,  from  the  confidence  of  one  party  in  its 
strength,  and  the  assurance  to  the  other  of  its 
weakness,  as  demonstrated  in  the  late  choice  of 
electors  of  Senate.  By  our  next  publication,  we 
expect  to  receive  all  the  returns,  when  a full  record 
of  the  gentlemen  elected,  as  also  of  the  number  of 
votes,  &c.  shall  be  made.  The  republican  majority 
in  the  house  will  be  about  as  large  as  usual. 

The  Court-Martial  at  Frederick-town  are  slowly 
going  on  with  the  evidence  in  the  case  of  general 
Wilkinson.  The  testimony  is  very  voluminous  ; it 
is  supposed  it  will  be  three  months,  at  least,  before 
they  will  be  able  to  get  through  the  business. — ^ 
Col.  Cushing  and  Major  Pike  have  been  summoned 
at  the  request  of  the  accused. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  under  his 
letters  patent  and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  states, 
has  acknowledged  and  recognized  JVTonsieur  Les^ 
calltier  “ as  consul  general  of  his  imperial  and  roy- 
al majesty,  the  emperor  of  the  French  and  king  of 
Italy,  to  the  United  States  of  America.” 


The  Chronicle. 
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A considerable  body  of  Americans  ceiebi-ated  the 
fburth  of  July,  with  great  glee,  at  Montreal  in 
Canada.  Among  the  toasts  drank  on  that  occasion 
the  iollowing  axe  worthy  of  remark  : 

Our  country — May  she  never  doubt  the  fidelity 
of  her  absent  sons  m the  hour  of  danger. 

Patriots  of  ”^76 — Your  children  best  know  youi* 
worth  when  bore  down  by  overbaring  spirits. 

Sojourning  Americans — May  you  all  be  ready  at 
your  coimtry’s  call. 

Brother  Jonathan* — May  his  great  gun  be  loaded 
With  true  American  principles,  wadded  with  trai- 
tors, and  pointed  at  ilic  enemies  of  liberty.  Yan- 
kee doodle. 

May  Washington  and  Franklin  never  be  forgot- 
ten, and  may  the  words  of  Algernon  Sidney  never 
perish. — “ Where  liberty  dnuells  there  is  my  country’^ 

Many  in  one  (epluribus  unum)  the  motto  of  the 
United  States. 

The  American  Constitution — The  greatest  piece 
of  human  ingenuity,  the  safeguard  of  our  union, 
and  the  shield  of  our  liberty. 

Our  native  country — May  she  have  a speedy  and 
amicable  adjustment  with  all  nations. 

Yankee  doodle — More  powerful  tlian  the  shouts 
of  rams’  horns  which  brought  down  the  walls  of 
ancient  Jericho. 

The  British  merchants  trading  to  the  United 
States,  generally  called  the  “American  merchants,” 
have  tested  the  sincerity  of  the  British  ministry,  as 
to  their  desire  to  revoke  the  orders  in  council  on 
proof  being  adduced  that  the  French  decrees  have 
ceased  to  have  effect.  It  appears  from  a late  Lon- 
don paper,  that  they  applied  to  Lord  Bathurst^  pre- 
sident of  the  board  of  trade : and,  on  his  affecting 
to  doubt  whether  said  decrees  were  revoked,  they 
said,  that  proof  could  not  be  expected  -while  his 
•majesty* 8 ships  captured  all  vessels  bound  to  France — 
but  one  of  the  deputation  offered  to  send  a valuable 
ship  and  cargo,  then  at  the  JSIother  Bank,  -waiting  for 
orders,  direct  to  France  to  afford  practicle  proof  of 
the  state  of  the  case,  provided  his  lordship  -would 
vrant  to  said  vessel  a protection  against  the  British 
cruizers — which  his  lordship  refused  to  do. 
The  like  application  7vas  made  to  the  marquis  Wellesly, 
-with  the  same£ffect. 

The  sloop  Express,  from  Oporto,  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  was  boarded  by  a French  frigate, 
said  to  be  from  the  isle  of  France,  bound  to  Brest, 
•nd  robbed  of  1500  dollars  in  specie,  and  a variety 
jof  other  articles,  on  the  8th  of  September  last. 

A letter  from  captain  Thomas  Quail  of  the  schoo- 
ner Hound,  of  Philadelphia,  dated  “ prison  Cape 
Francois,  July  2,  1811,  states  that  the  on  day  after  his 
departure  from  Aux  Cayes,  (Feb.  6)  he  was  cap- 
tured by  one  of  King  Christophers  fleet,  and  carried 
to  Gona.ves,  from  whence  he  and  his  crew  were 
marched  to  their  present  prison — detained  ever  since 
in  dungeons,  without  the  use  of  the  air,  and  allow- 
ed only  a biscuit  each  per  day — his  royal  majesty 
has  not  deigned  to  assign  any  reason  for  this  treat- 
ment. But — “ Kings  can  do  no  -wrong.** 

The  amount  of  British  captures  since  the  revoca- 
tion [or  partial  abrogation]  of  the  I^rench  decrees, 
so  far  as  we  have  heard  of  tliem,  are  stated  to  amount 
to  more  than  fifty  valuable  vessels.  But  captures 
and  detentions,  are  so  common,  even  on  our  own 

*Americails  are  stigmatized  in  Canada  with  the 
epit^het  ©f 


103 


coasts,  by  the  British,  that  they  are  noticed  in  the 
papers  as  mere  articles  of  intelligence,  arising  from 
the  nature  of  things — “ the  7vhole  sea  belotigmg  to  hie 
majesty.** 

It  is  stated  that  a great  deal  of  smuggling  is  car- 
rying on  to  the  eastward.  If  the  Bntisli  have  mana-' 
ged  fo»  so  many  vears  to  force  their  goods  mto  the 
continent  of  Europe,  whose  coasts  are  Imed  with 
troops,  it  is  not  wonderful  they  should  be  able  to 
manage  such  matters  in  the  United  States.  They 
have  reduced  the  business  to  a science ; and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  Congress  will 
be — to  enfoi'ce  the  non-importation  law,  by  putting  , 
into  commission  a number  of  small  armed  vessels 
— —or,  to  repeal  it.  As  it  at  presciit  stands,  the 
people  are  demoralized ; the  government  defraud- 
ed; and  our  own  manufacturers  disappointed  m 
their  calculations. 

King  Joseph  has  issued  a decree  convoking  the 
Cortes  of  all  Spain  to  Burgos,  the  capital  of  Old 
Castile.  They  are  to  assemble  in  the  present  month. 

The  Congress  of  the  new  republic  of  Venezula 
consists  of  45  members,  deputies  from  the  several 
provinces  according  to  their  population  : to  wit : — 
from  Caracas  24 ; Bannas  9 ; Cumana  4 ; Barce- 
lona 3 i Merida  3 ^ Truxillo  1 ; Margarita  1 ^ 

total  45. 

Dreadful  confagration.  Two  thirds  of  the  city 
of  Smyrna  was  destroyed  by  fire  between  the  10th 
and  14th  of  June  last.  The  greater  part  of  its  im- 
mense magazines  of  goods,  particularly  of  cotton, 
fell  a prey  to  the  flames  ; and,  in  consequence,  a 
great  rise  of  productions  of  the  Levant  has  takeit 
place  in  Europe. 

Smyrna,  a city  of  Natolia,  or  Asia  Minor,  l.s 
situate  on  a spaemus  bay  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
has  one  of  the  most  commodious  harbours  in  the. 
world.  Tlie  city  has  been  several  times  nearly  de- 
stroyed by  earthquakes  ; but  rebuilt  from  its  eligi- 
ble situation  being  the  common  rendezvous  of  tlie 
merchants  who  trade  to  that  part  of  the  world,  and 
the  great  deposit  of  the  rich  productions  of  the 
east.  It  contained  about  20  mosques,  with  several 
churches  of  the  Greeks,  Latins  and  Armenians, 
and  eight  synagogues  for  tlie  Jews,  -and  about 
12(bG00  inhabitants  ; the  greater  part  of  whom 
were  actively  engaged  in  Commerce  or  manufac- 
tures. It  was  ihe  most  busy  place  in  that  part  of 
Asia- — the  whole  town  being  represented  as  a con- 
tinual fair. 

The  locust  is  also  making  dreadful  ravages  in 
those  portions  of  Asia  situate  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea.  7 he  accounts  we  have  of  the  numbers, 
or  quantity,  of  this  insect  would  be  incredible,  were 
not  the  fact  attested  by  so  many  travellers  of  unim-- 
peached  veracity.  They  are  said  to  come  from  the 
deserts,  and  in  such  prodigious  swarms  as  to  ob- 
scure tlie  light  of  the  heavens  ; consuming  every 
green  thing,  and  sometimes  covering  tlie  gi*ound 
a foot  in  thickness — wherever  thy  pass,  says  Mr. 
Volney,  one  would  imagine  that  fire  had  followed 
them.  “ The  noise  they  make  In  browzing  on  the 
trees  and  herbs,  may  be  heard  at  a great  distance 
and  resembles  an  army  foraging  in  secret.”  When 
a strong  wind  off  the  land  prevails  they  are  driven, 
in  such  quantities  into  the  sea,  and  drowned,  that 
when  their  carcases  are  driven  on  shore,  the  air  is 
infected  for  several  days  to  a great  distance.  The 
Samannan,  a bird  resembling  a wood  pecker,  at- 
tacks them  with  such  fury,  and  kills  them  with  such 
amazing  rapidity,  that  it  would  seem  as  though  the 
great  Author  of  all  things  had  designed  it  for  this 
very  purpose.  These  birds  are  much  respected  by 
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the  people : and  no  person  is  allowed  to  injure  one 
of  them.  Fortunately,  the  locust  does  not  oiten 
appear  in  so  gi’eat  quantities  ; unless  the  preceding 
winter  has  been  very  mild,  they  do  little  injury. 

Pennsylvania  election.  Simon  Snyder,  Esq.  is, 
doubtless,  re-elected  governor  of  Pennsylvania-— 
there  was  no  candidate  in  oppositioh.  In  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  the  Federalists  have  carried  every 
man — the  majority  is  about  800. 

The  annexed  article  is  copied  from  the  “ Time 
Piece,”  a spirited  gazette,  printed  at  “ St.  Fran, 
cisville  in  West  Florida,”  as  it  is  called  Thg 
document  is  interesting  as  shewing  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  territory  (or  part  of  it)  heretofore  in 
dispute  ; the  right  of  the  soil  having  been  claim- 
ed by  Spain. 

Bij  William  Charles  Cole  Claiborne^ 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE  TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS, 

^ PROCLAMJlTIOJ\. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  passed  on  the  24th  day  of 
April,  of  this  present  year,  1811,  the  biennial  elec- 
tion of  representatives  to  the  general  assembly  is 
directed  to  take  place,  on  the  first  filonday  in  Octo- 
ber next,  and  the  two  folloiving  days I do  therefore, 
issue  this  my  proclamation,  hereby  requiring  that 
an  election  as  aforesaid,  be  holden,  in  , the  several 
counties  of  this  territory,  and  that  there  shall  be 
returned  from  the  county  of  Orleans,  six  repre- 
sentatives to  the  general  assembly ; from  German 
Coast,  two ; Acadia,  two  ; La  Fourche,  two  ; Iber- 
ville, two ; Attakapas,  two ; Opelousas,  two ; 
Point  Coupee,  two ; Rapide,  two  ; Concordia,  one  ; 
Ouachitta,  one;  Natchitoches,  one  ; and  from  the 
country  of  Feliciana  five  representatives,  of  which 
there  shall  be  returned  three  from  the  parishes  of 
East  Baton  Rouge  and  Feliciana  ; one  from  the  pa- 
rishes of  St.  Helena  and  St.  Tammany,  and  one 
from  the  parishes  of  Siloxy  and  Pascagoula. 

And  I do  further  direct  and  require,  that  due 
notice  be  given  of  the  times  and  places  of  election 
in  the  several  counties  and  parishes  aforesaid,  and 
that  the  same  be,  upder  the  direction  of  the  parish 
judges  and  other  officers,  conducted  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  “ An  act  prescribing  the  formalities 
to  be  observed  in  the  election  of  representatives  of 
the  territory  of  Orleans,”  passed  on  the  4th  pf 
June,  1806,  and  “An  act  supplementary”  to  the 
act  last  mentioned,  passed  on  the  14th  April,  1807. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  terri- 
tory, at  New-Orleans,  on  the  first  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  and  in  the  36th 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

WILLIAM  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Note. — “ No  person  is  eligible  or  qualified  to 
act  as  a representative,  unless  be  shall  have  been  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  three  years,  and  be  a 
resident  in  the  district  or  territory  ; or  unless  he 
shiill  have  resided  in  the  district  three  years ; & in 
either  case  shall  likewise  hold  in  his  own  right,  in 
fee  simple,  200  acres  of  land  within  the  same.” 

“ No  man  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage, 
unless  he  shall  possess  a freehold  in  50  acres  of  land 
in  the  district  or  territory,  haviqg  been  a citizen 
of  one  of  the  states,  and  being  resident  in  the  dis- 
trict, or  the.  like  freehold,  and  two  years  a resident 
in  the  district.”  ' 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  judges  or  commissioners  of  election,  “ to 
cause  the  title  of  property  of  the  voter  to  be  exhi- 
bited, or  in  defect  of  such  title,  to  administer  to 


the  voter  on  oath,  whereby  he  shall  swear  that  he 
possesses  truly  and  bona  fide,  at  least  50  acres  of 
land  ih  the  territory,  for  at  least  three  months  past.” 
Wm.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 

Late  intelligence,  by  an  arrival  at  JVew-Yorh. 

Loxdon,  August  24. — Advices  from  France  by 
the  last  cartel  state,  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  at  Pans  had  been  resumed,  and  it  was 
supposed  that  an  arrangement  would  at  length  be 
agreed  upon  by  Napoleon  and  the  Pope. 

Moniteurs  of  the  19th,  and  other  Paris  papers  of 
18th,  w^ere  received  this  morning.  The  Moniteur 
of  the  19th  contains  the  following  declaration  made 
by  Bonaparte,  in  reply  to  an  address  from  a depu- 
tation of  the  Ionian  isles  : 

“ I will  never  abandon  the  islands  which  the  su- 
periority of  the  enemy  has  placed  in  their  power. 
;£^In  India,  in  America,  in  the  Mediterranean;  eve- 
ry one  that  is  and  has  been  French  shall  always  be  so. 
Conquered  by  the  enemy,  by  the  vicissitudes  of  war, 
they  shall  return  into  the  empire  by  the  other  events 
of  the  war,  or  by  the  stipulations  of  peace.  I should 
always  consider  it  as  an  eternal  blot  upon  my  reign, 
if  I ever  sanctioned  the  abandonment  of  a single 
Frenchman.” 

The  king  of  England  was  alive  on  the  29th  Aug. 
— It  was  expected  that  the  British  parliament  would 
assemble  in  October  for  the  chief  purpose  of  invest- 
ing the  Prince  of  Wales  with  full  powers — Bv  ad- 
vices from  off  Flushing  it  was  understood  in  Eng- 
land, that  the  French  fleet,  consisting  of  17  sad  of 
the  line  and  many  frigates,  had  exhibited  some  ap- 
pearance bf  putting  to  sea.  The  French  have  also  3 
ships  of  the  line  at  Goree,  and  5 in  the  Texel.  A 
part  of  the  fleet  at  Toulon  ventured  from  the  port 
in  the  beginning  of  August,  but  returned  on  the 
appearance  of  a British  squadron,  which  exchang- 
ed some  shots  with  the  batteries  : 

The  king  it  seems  was  not  expected  to  survive 
many  days.  All  the  ceremonials  used  in  the  pro- 
clamation of  a neAS^  sovereign  had  been  prepared  & 
arranged,  and  thS  principal  officers  in  the  College 
of  Arms  and  other  departments,  concerned,  had  re- 
ceived notice  accordingly.  f vA'*.  T.  paper. 

Another  accounts  says  “ the  king  still  lives,  & 
many  people  think  he  may  continue  in  his  present 
state  for  many  .years.”  * 

The  Editor’s  Department. 

We  have  prepared  for  the  press  a translation  of  a 
“ manifesto  by  the  confederation  of  Venezuela,  to  tlie 
whole  world” — an  ai’ticle  of  much  interest,  & well 
worthy  of  record — but  its  great  length  & the  pre- 
occupancy  of  our  pages,  prevent  its  insertion  in 
this  number. 

The  History  of  Spain,  from  circumstances  be- 
yond our  controul,  is  not  continued  in  the  present 
number,^  but  shall  be  resumed  in  our  next. 

The  editor  tenders  his  thanks  to  gentlemen  at  a 
distance  who  have  interested  themselves  in  obtain- 
ing subscribers  to  the  Weekly  Register — and  of 
them,  and  all  others  well  disposed  towards  him  or 
his  work,  requests  information  of  irregularities  or 
omissions,  for  some  such  yet  .there, are.  ^ He  will  be 
thankful  to  postmasters:  to  give  him  notice  of  what- 
soever may  promote  the  speedy  or  safe  conveyance 
of  the  Reg’ister  to  its  places  of  destination.  They 
are  packed  up  with  uncommon  care,  and  ou^ht  to 
reach  Subscribers  without  being  injured. 

Among  other  “ good  things”  we  have  the  plea- 
.sure  to  Register  the  names  of  140  subscribers  since 
tl^e  last  week,  Present  number— ^144, 


TIll^  Wi^KRLY  REGISTER. 

Voi,.  \vi  .7'!  J' )11E,  SAfiJRDAY,  October  19,  l&ll. 


** 1 vdsh  no  other  herald 

**  No  other  speaker  of  my  living’  actions^ 

“To  ^eep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare’~~VLt.TSvct  viir. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Coffee  House,  at  jg5  per  ammni 

A Manifesto 


By  the  confederation  of  Venezuela,  in  South  Ameri- 
ca, of  the  reasons  -which  influenced  them  in  the 
form'Uion  of  an  Absolutk  IvnEPEjimENri:  of  Spain, 
and  every  other  foreign  power.  Drawn  up  and  or- 
dered to  published  by  the  General  Congress  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

Anrier  ca,  for  more  than  three  centuries  con- 
demned to  hold  an  existence  only  as  subservient 
to  he  political  preponderance  of  Spain,  without  the 
smallest  influence  or  participation  in  her  g-randeur, 
would  have  become,  by  a succession  of  events  in 
which  it  bore  no  other  share  than  a patient  resig’na- 
tioii,  the  victim  of  the  confusion;  corruption  and 
conquest,  which  have  disorg^anized  the  nation, 
if  an  i istinciive  sense  of  their  own  security  had 
noi  dictated  to  the  Americans,  that  the  moment 
Iiad  arrived  when  they  should  labour  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  three  hundimd  years  of  inactivity  and 
patience. 

If  the  discover}'  of  the  New  World  was  one  of 
the  most  interesting  events  to  mankind,  the  reg-e- 
neration  of  the  same  world,  which  has  been  ever 
since  deg'raded  by  oppression  and  servitude,  will  be 
no  less  so.  America,  without  passing*  through  the 
political  gradations  of  other  nations,  having  raised 
itself  from  the  dust  and  chains,  will,  in  its  turn, 
conquer  the  old  world  without  invading  or  enslav- 
ing it.  The  revolution  of  America  will  become 
useful  to  the  whole  human  race,  when,  constitut- 
ed and  governed  by  itself,  it  shall  open  its  arms  to 
recehm  the  people  of  Europe,  weighed  down  by 
poliiical  exactions,  put  to  flight  by"  war,  and  pur- 
sued by  the  fury  of  every  passion;  thirsting  there 
after  peace  and  tranquility,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  hemisphere  will  cross  the  ocean  without  the 
• ferocity  or  perfidy  of  the  heroes  of  the  16th  century: 
as  friends,  and  not  as  tyrants;  as  petitioners,  and 
not  as  lords:  not  to  destroy,  but  to  build:  not  as 
tigers,  but  as  men,  who,  indignant  at  our  former 
disgrace,  and  feeling  it  as  their  own,  shall  not  con- 
vert their  reaosn  into  malignant  interest,  nor  seek 
to  make  our  annals  again  become  the  annals  of 
vexation  and  blood.  Then  shall  navig*ation,  geo- 
graphy, astronomy,  industry  and  commerce, 
'brought  to  perfection  by  the  discovery  of  America 
to  its  cqsty  r»e  converted  into  so  many  means  of 
accelerating,  consolidating  and  perfecting  the  hap- 
piness of  both  worlds. 

. Nor  is  this  a pleasing  dream  only,  but  a homage 
which^  reason  pays  to  Providence.  It  was  written 
in  its  ineffable  decrees  that  one  half  of  the  human 
species  should  not  groan  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
other  half,  and  that  the  last  judgment-day  should 
not  anuve  until  every  portion  of  its  creatiu-es  should 
enjoy  their  rights.  Every  thing  combined  to 
forward  this  epoch  of  felicity  and  joy.  In  Europe, 
the  shock  and  fermentation  of  opinion,  the  con- 
tempt and  overthrow  of  the  laws,  the  profanation 
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of  the  rights  which  linked  the  state  together,  the 
luxury  of  the  palace,  the  misery  of  the  cottage,  the 
triumph  of  vice,  and  the  oppression  of  virtue:  in 
Aptierica,  the  increase  of  population,  the  necessi- 
ties created  by  it,  the  expansion  of  agiuculture  in  a 
soil  new  and  vigorous,  the  germ, of  industry  undei* 

benificent  climate,  the  elements  of  the  sciences 
in  a privileged  organization,  the  disposition  to  a 
I’ich  and  prosperous  commerce,  and  the  vigor  of  a 
political  youth,  all,  all  accelerated,  the  progress  oif 
evil  in  the  one  world,  and  of  good  in  the  other. ' 

Such  was  the  advantageous  alternative  which 
enslaved  America  presented  beyond  the  ocean  to 
her  m.stress,  Spain,  when  oppressed  by  the  weight 
of  every  evil,  and  undermined  by  all  the  destruc- 
tive principles  of  society,  she  demanded  to  be  re- 
leased from  her  chains,  that  she  might  fly  to  her  as- 
sistance: the  genius  of  evil  and  disorder  pos.sessed 
the  governors:  resentful  pride  occupied  the  place  oF 
calculation  and  prudence:  ambition  triumphed  over 
liberality:  and  substituting  fraud  and  perfidy  to 
generosity  and  good  faith,  they  turned  against  us 
the  very  arms  by  which,  in  the  honest  simplicity  of 
our  attachment,  we  had  taught  Spain  the  way  to 
resist  and  triumph  over  her  enemies,  under  the 
banners  of  a presumptive  king,  unfit  to  reign,  and 
with  no  other  right  than  his  misfortunes  and  the  ge- 
nerous compassion  of  the  people. 

Venezuela  was  the  first  to  swear  to  Spain  that 
generous  aid  which  she  believed  a necessary  hom- 
age; Venezuela  was  the  first  in  her  affliction  to 
poun  updn  her  wounds  the  consolatory  balsam  of 
fratetnity  and  friendship:  Venezuela  was  the  first 
to  discover  tho.=e  disorders  which  threatened  the 
destruction  of  Spain:  she  was  the  first  to  provide 
for  lier  own  preser\Tition  without  breaking  the 
bonds  which  connected  them  together:  she  was  the 
first  to  feel  the  effects  .oF  ambitious  ingratitude; 
was  the  first  to  suffer  hostilities  from  her  brethren, 
and  will  be  the  first  to  recover  her  independence 
and  civil  dignity  in  the  new  world.  To  vindicate 
this  measure  of  necessity  and  justice,  she  hae 
thought  it  due  to  her  own  respect  and  prtnciples 
Wiien  about  to  occupy  the  high  rank  designed  her 
by  Providence,  to  present  to  the  world  the  reasons 
by  which  she  was  actuated. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  exhibit  to  the  view  of 
impartial  Europe,  indignities  and  vexations  which 
she  has  often  lamented  whenever  that  privilege  was 
denied  to  ourselves:  nor  would  it  be  less  so  to  ex- 
patiate upon  the  injustice  of  our  dependence  and 
degradation,  when  it  must  be  looked  upon  by 
every  nation  as  an  insult  to  political  equity,  that 
Spain,  a small  spot  of  ground,  depopulated,  cor- 
rupted, and  plunged  into  disgraceful  inactivity  by 
a despotic  government,  should  usurp  to  her  own 
exclusive  use  the  industry  and  activity,  the  preci« 
oils  and  incalculable  re.soiirces  of  the  continent. 

The  interests  of  Europe  cannot  be  in  opposition 
to  the  liberty  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  world,  whichu 
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and  g-ood  fai‘h  There  was  no  e,xistlng  law  to  pre- 
vent their  plans;  and  ev-er’y  expedient, ' T.o\v%ver 
aefverse  to  the  principles  of  eqnitv  ai.d  justice, 
which  could  favour  this  neW  order  of  poii.  ical  .Vee- 
masonrv,  assumed  .he  *orce  ' law.  Tiie  declara- 


ij;  tiow  x)pe^ir|ff  to  itself  the  felicity  of  the  other 
tliroe;  the  souihefn  peninsula  could  oppose  the 
interests  of  its  government  to  those  of  the  nation, 
and  excite  the  old  hemisphere  to  hostilities  against 
the  new,  for  a time,  but  they  have  already  seen 
thei!-  inability  to  oppress  it  any  longer.  It  is  against 
their  attempts,  more  injurious  to  bur  dignity  than 
to  our  prosperity,  that  we  shall  oppose  the  reasons 
which,  since  the  15th  of  July,  1808,  have  drawn 
from  us  the  resolutions  of  the  19th  of  April,  1810, 
and  of  the  5th  of  July,  1811,  which  three  opochs 
will  form  the  first  period  in  the  records  of  regene- 
rated Venezuela,  when  the  impartial  pencil  of  his- 
tory shall  trace  the  first  lines  of  the  poliiical  exist- 

^ce  of  South  America.  men';:  revr  king  and  shspendin^ 

Having  made  known  in  our  manifestoes  and  pub-  of  the  audier^ce,  wjVeney'er  they  .were  not  conlbrm- 
lie  papers  nearly  ajl  the  reasons  for  our  resolution,  able  to  their  c^pnee  and  wiU;  appUmtihg.a  Syn- 
wll  our  designs,  and  all  the  just  and  honorable  dick 3 00 ntrirv  tb  rjie  v-dll  of  thb  council:  causing 
means  we  have  employed  to  cany  them  ipto  effec  ,iHheir  b^rce¥s  fe  be  received  titles  or  a.utho- 

it  will  suffice  to  make  an  exact  and  i^mparCiai  cs'm-  j ritvr^ having  "Numerous  disgracfefiil  disputes  ^?vith 
parison  of  our  conduct  with  that  of  the  govern-'!  the  afbllerice  aiid  the  cquiic.'l:  and  tlten  fotmih'g  a 
ments  of  Spain,  in  more  recent  times;  to  justify  not  [reco'hci^ia'tibn’with  the  rnaojt^trates,  'to  thb  en^^hat 
only  our  moderation,  our  measures  of  security,  our  j these  de  pots  n'light  with' the  greater  impunity '^rry 
independence,  but  ever  the  declaration  of  an  irre-j  in  their  pvojeclt  igainst  us.4  ' 
conciliable  enmity  against  those  who  hai'e  directly  | ITnde^'  these  auspices,  the  defeats  and  misfortunes 
or  indirectly  contributed  to  the  unnatiu;al  system  jof  the  armv  in  Spain  vmve  concealed:  pompoii^  ac- 
adopted  against  us.  Let  those,  woo  li^ve  borne  no  i counts. of  their  triumphs  over  the  French  in  t^e  pe- 
sjiare  in  our  disgracCj  ami  seek  to  fake,  no  part  m j n ,risula  arid  on  the  Danube,  w'ere  forged  and  promul- 
ourdispu  e,  hear  and  judge;  and  lei  them  not  lose  |ga"ed,  the  streets  were  illuminated:  bonfires^yvere 


tion  of  thr  captaio-geneial  m he  a'=dience,  that 
there  w^us  no  law  nor  will  in  C onu  - b,ut  thews: — 
the  intercepting  and  ot  enirg  hr  papet^  addvIjSstd 
by  Don  Pedro  Oonz;  le’.  Oi  cega  to  the  central  Jun- 
ta; the  carrying  our  ciiizoi  s out  of  these  proVhice# 
and  confining  them  at  Cadiz  and  Porto  Rico:  chain 
ing  and  condemning  to  puti’dc  l:.bor  a great  nurribei 

of  ■■  ■ ■ ’ ‘ " '•  

varu 
men 


sight  of  the  solemn  act  of  pui*  just,  necessary  and 
modest  emancipation. 

A long  habit  of  obedience,  the  apathy  which 


made:  the  bells  were  rung,  and  religion  itself  pros- 
tituted by  singing  Te  Devm  as  if  to  insult  evi- 
dence and  render  our  evil.s  perpetual.  1’hat  no  t ime 


despotism  had  created,  and  the  fidelity  and  good  ; might  be  left  us  to  reflect  upon  pur  situation  and 
'faith  of  Caracas,  were  for  the  moment  superioi-  to  | discover  the  snares  which  surrounded  us,  conspira- 
^Verv  combination;  and  even  after  the  dispatches  j dies  were  formed,  parties  and  factions  were  feigned, 
of  the  lieutenant  Murat  had  been  received,  the  i French -squadrons  and  emissaries  were  said  to  be  in 
people  of  Caracas  continued  faithful,  without  fore-  oiir  seas,  arid  on  our  shores;  our  intercourse  with 
seeing  the  evils  to  which  such  generous  and  noble  the  neighbourin^colqnies  was  restrained  andliraited; 
conduct  would  expose  them  Influenced  only  by  our  commerce  was  destroyed;  all  with  a view  to 
^ sense  of  honor,  Venezuela  refused  to  follow  the  keep  us  in  perpetual  agitation,  and  divert  our  atten- 


voice  of  the  nobles  of  Spain,  when,  in  support  of 
the  orders  of  the  lientenant  of  the  kingdom,  they 
exacted  from  us  the  acknowledgment  of  the  new 
king  and  the  other  authorities;  declaring  and  pub- 
lishing that  Spain  had  commenced  a new  existence 
from  the  moment  of  the  cession  of  the  Bourbons 
and  the  introduction  of  anotiier  dynasty,  givmg  an 
example  tliereby  to  America  for  the  recovery  of 
her  liberty  and  independence;!  but  as  soon  as  the 
central  juna  saw  that  we  were  determined  to  pro- 
vide for  our  own  safety,  they  b.egan  to  vary  their 
language  of  liberality;  tliey  perfidiously  held  out 
Fernando  as  the  talisman  of  our  fidelity:  the  simple 
and  lawful  project  of  Caracas  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  governments  of  Spain, 2 was  with  deceitful 
severity  stifled  in  its  birch;  and  a new  kind  of  des 
potism  began  to  be  established  by  those  who  usurp- 
ed tlie  sovereignty. 

New  governors  and  judges,  instructed  to  adopi 
*nd  support  a new  system  against  America  according 
to  the  policy  of  the  other  hemisphere,  were  sent,  o,u 
in  consequence  of  the  _surprise  wh  ch  our  unexpect- 
ed generosity  had  caqsed,  to  the  cen  tral  junta.  Airi- 
biguity  and  cunning ^wei’e  all  the  resoui'ces  of  theii 
frail  administration;  as  they  saw  the  empire  expos- 
ed, and  their  own  authonty  depending  upon  that  of 
their  constituents,  they  tliought  of  nothing  but  to 
support  each  other  under  tlie  shelter  of  our  delusion 


iSee  several  papers  which  were  published  in  the 
Qpmmenceipent  of  the  revolution  in  Spain. 

. 2Tbe  prPject  of  the  year  J808  t»  form  a conser- 
rative  ; Witi  asia  Sp*^a» 


tion  From  bur  true  interests. 

Our  patience  now  alarmed,  and  bur  vigilance 
awakened,  we  began  to  mistrust  the  government  of 
Spain  and  their  agents:  informed  of  their  intrigues 
and  machinations,  we  discovered  all  the  horror  of 
our  situation;  the  genius  of  truth  raised  above  the 
the  thin  atmosphere  pf  oppression  and  calumny, 
pointed  out  to  us  with  the  finger  of  impartiality,  the 
true  state  of  the  peninsula,  the  disorder  of  thp  go- 
vernment, ^he  exertion  of  the  inhabitant?,  the  for- 
midable power  of  their  enemies,  and  the  small  hope 
of  their  salvation.  . Shut  up  in  our  houses,  sur- 
rounded with  spies,  threatened  tyith  infapiy  and 
transportation,  scarce  could  wp  lament  pur  .situa- 
tion, or  do  more  than  murrriur  in  spcret.^gaiqsit;  our 
vigilant  and  crafty  enemies.  The  conspu^ce  of 
our  sighs,  breathed  in  bitrerness  and  oppression, 
created  an  uniformity  of  sentiment,  and.  united  our 
opinions;  Enclosed  by  tfie  four  walls  of  bis  bouse, 
and  allowed  rib  external  cprpmunicatlpn,  the  citizen 
of  Caracas  could  do  no  less  than  tbjnk  that  the  mo- 
ment was  come  when  he  should  be  forever  fi-ee,  or 
give  his  irrevocable  sanction  to  a new  and  horrible 
servitude.  * ' . 

Every  thing  conspired  to  shew  the  nullity  of  the 
transactions  at  Bayonne,the  invalidat  ion  of  the  rights 
of  Fernando, and  of  all  the  Bourbons  who  had  concur- 
red in  certain  illegal  .stipulations:  the  igriomy  with 
which  those  who  had  placed  them  on  the  throne  ia 


^ A receive!’  of  fines  and  confiscations. 

4Df  all  this  we  have  an  authentic  testimony  in  our 
atfehiey^,' 
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opposition  to  the  pretentions  of  the  house  of  Auoiria, 
now  deliverecl  up  as  slaves;  '.he  connivance  of 
the  i;ei}-created  governors  of  Spain  with  tlie  plans 
of  the  new  dynasty:  the  fate  which  they  were  pre- 
paring for  America;  and  the  necessity  of  taking 
measures  to  defend  the  new  world  from  the  evils 
which  'he  nature  of  its  relations  with  the  old  was 
bjinging  upon  it.  They  saw  their  treasures  buried  in 
the  unfathomable  gulph  of  European  corruption; 
they  had.  to  lament  the  blood  of  Americans  mixed 
in.atL’if^  with  that  of  the  enemies  of  America,  to 
support  the  slavery  of  their  country;  they  penetra- 
ted^ in  spite  of  the  vigilance  of  their  tyrants,  even 
Spain  itself,  and  saw  nothing  but  disorder,  corrup- 
tion, factions,  defeats,  misfortunes,  treasons,  ar- 
mies dispersed,  provinces  invaded,  a hostile  army, 
and  a government  weak  and  imbecile. 

Such  was  i-he  general  impression  which  the  agents 
pf  tyranny,  sent  to  maintain  at  every  hazard  the 
infamous  cause  of  their  constituents,  made  upon  the 
people  of  Venezuela;  every  word  was  followed  by 
proscription:  a single  speech  was  cause  of  transpor- 
tation to  its  author:  and  every  attempt  of  the  Ame- 
ricans to  better  their  condition,  was  considered  as 
sufficient  cause  for  their  ruin  and  disj^race.5  Such 
mistaken  calculations  could  only  multiply  disputes, 
increase  the  popular  discontent,  and  prepare  the 
combustibles  which  by  a single  spark  should  take 
^re  and  consume  every  vestige  of  their  miserable 
condition.  It  appeared  that  Spain,  though  pillaged 
and  necessitoiis,  with  her  fate  depending  on  the  ge- 
nerosity of  the  Americans,  and  almost  at  the  point 
of  being  struck  off  from  the  catalogue  of  nations, 
carried  herself  back  to  the  16th  apd  17th  centuries, 
endeavoring  once  more  to  conquer  America  witJi 
arms  more  terrible  than  the  bullet  and  sword:  every 
day  was  pregnant  with  some  new  proof  of  the  fate 
that  threatened  us;  plated  in  the  horrid  predica- 
ment of  being  sold  to  a foreign  nation,  or  of  gi’oan- 
ing  forever  under  a new  and  irrecovevable  servitude, 
we  waited  only  for  tlie  happy  moment  which  sliould 
give  impulse  to  our  opinion,  and  unite  our  endea- 
vors to  assert  and  maintain  it. 

In  the  midst  of  the  general  exasperation  we  heard 
of  the  irruption  of  the  French  into  the  Anclulusias, 
the  dissolution  of  the  central  junta,  and  the  abortive 
institution  of  another  new-proteus  government  un- 
der the  name  of  a regency.  This  announced  itself 
with  the  mO:d  liberal  ideas;  and  foreseeing  the  ne- 
cessity of  Creating  an  interest  in  the  Americans  for 
ih is  extraordinary  government,  they  endeavored  to 
'stren^hen  the  illusion  by  brilliant  promises,  futile 
theories  of  i-eform,  and  pi^sages  of  what  would  be 
our  condition  under  the  hands  of  the  viceroys  and 
minlstevs,  and  not  of  the  governors;  at  the  very 
ihoment  that  these  agents  \yere  receiving  tlie  strict- 
est orders  to  'Watch  our  conduct  and  our  opinions, 
lest  we  might  discover,  tlirough  the  flimsy  elo- 
quence whidj  gilded  this  specious  act  of  emancipa- 
tion, the  chaiiis  prepared  for  lis. 

At  any  other  period  this  wouid  have  dazzled  the 
Americans;  but  the  central  jiinta  and  that  of  Se- 
ville, had  now,  to  our  rejiroacli,  laboured  too  long 
to  deceive  us  with  hyperbolical  promises,  which 
only  served  to  redouble  bur' vigilance,,  unite  our 
sentiments,  and  form  a firm  and  invincible  resolu- 
tion to  perish  rather  than  any  longer  remain  the 
victims  *of  cabal  anb  pertidy  The  day  on  which 
religion  celebrates  the  solemn  mysteries  of  the 

5 tVitness  Abe  tran.sportatiun  of  several  officers 
j of  distinctiorv  Jind  of  citizens  of  rank  ai.d  probity 
bv  a decree  oT  tlie  ehiperor  on  tlie  SdiU.of  March, 
,1.810.  . 
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redempt  on  or  mankind,  was  the  daywhich  Provi- 
dence marked  out  for  the  commencemem  of  the 
[joii  tical  redemp  ion  of  America.  On  the  19th  April,, 
iioly  Thurs^day,  fell  the  colossus  oi  despotr/m  ia 
Venezuela,  uhe  empire  of  die  laws  was  proclauned, 
and  tyrants  expelled,  with  a trallqttility  and  modera- 
tion whicii  have  filled  the  world  with  admiration. 

Who  would  have  supposed  it  possibh;  for;^  peo- 
ple to  have  shevm  so  much  forbearance  in  the  act 
oi  ti  eeing  themselves  from  ‘dieir  oppressors  and  re- 
covering their  rights!  Venezuela;  faithful  to  her 
promises,  only  secured  her  own  destiny,  that  she 
might  mlfil  them;  and  if,  with  one  hand  die  drove 
off  the  agents  of  her  misery  and  slay ei  y,  with  the 
other  she  placed  ihe  name  o'"  Ferdinand  Vil.  in 
the  front  of  iier  neW  government,  s’v/Oie  to  pre- 
serve his  rights,  piomisedto  acknowledge  heuni-y 
and  political  integrity  of  tlie.Spahish  nation,  open- 
ed her  arms  to  her  brethren  of  Europe,  eftered 
diem  an  asylum  in  their  misfortunes  and  CaiartijLies^ 
procured  the  generous  arliance  of  Engiaml,  and  was 
ready  to  take  part  in  the  happiness  or  misUry  of  the 
nation  from  which  she  has  tbund  it  necessary  to  se- 
parate tor  ever. 

But  this  was  not  what  the  Regency  denianifed  of 
us.  Whilst  in  their  theories  they  declared  us  tree, 
in  their  practice  they  subjected  us  to  a diminutive 
and  insignificant  representation;  believing  that 
those  to  whom  they  though  nothing  due,  would 
content  themselves  with  what  their  masters  chose 
to  give  them.  With  this  liberal  calcuiaiion,  the 
Regency  sought  to  keep  up  our  illusion,  and  pay 
us  in  words  and  promises  for  our  long  servitude, 
and  for  the  kiood  and  treasures  we  had  spent  in 
Spain.  We  well  knew  how  little  we  had  to  hope 
from  the  policy  of  Ferdinand’s  proxies:  we  weib  not 
ignorant,  that  if  we  were  not  dependant  on  the  vice- 
roys, ministers,  and  governors,  still  less  could  we 
be  the  subjects  of  a captive  king  wd  hout  rights  or 
authority,  a governniehi  null  and  illegal,  a na.ion 
incapable  of  maintaining  theiV  right  to  another,  or 
a peninsular  angle  of  Europe,  occupied  almost 
wholly  by  a foreign  power;  but  wishing  to  gain  our 
liberty  by  means  ot  generosity  and  moderation,  we 
acknowl^ged  tlie  imaginary  rights  ot  the  son  of 
Maria  Louisa,  we  respected  thp  misfortunes  ot  the 
nation,  and,  imparting  our  resolution  to  the  Regen- 
cy, which  we  disavowed,  we  offered  never  to  sepa- 
rate from  Spain  provided  she  should  establish  a le- 
gal government,  formed  by  the  Will  of  the  nation, 
and  in  which  America  should  bear  that  share  to 
whice  justice,  necessity,  and  vhe  political  import- 
ance of  her  territory  entitled'  her. 

If  three  hundred  years  of  former  servitude  were 
not  enough  to  authorize  our  emancipation,  we  had 
abundant  cause  in  the  conduct  of  the  govemiment 
which  arrogated  thb  ‘sovereignty  bt  a conquered 
nation  which  could  not  haye  the  smallest  claim  to 
America,  declared  an  integral  part  of  it;  though 
they  sought  to  involve  it  iii  ilie  CoiiquesU  l!  the 
governors  of  Spain  hud  bebn  paid  by  their  enemies, 
they  could  not  have  done  move  rgainst  the  welfare 
of  the  nation  connected;  as  it  Was  With  America. 
With  perfect  contempt  for  cur  importance,  and  the- 
justice  of  our  clffims,  though  they  could  riot  deny 
us  an  appearance  of  representation,  they  subjected 
it  to  the  influence  of  their  agents,  to  whom  the 
elefction  was  entrusted;  and  though  even  to  the  pro- 
vinces occupied  b)^  the  French  aiid  to  the  Canary 
islands,  a represen  l alive  was  allowed  for.  ever v fif i y 
thousand  souls*,  tlecied  iieely  by  the  people,  in 
Amei’Ica  .a  aiiilion:  was  scarcely  though tr  enough  to 
give  the  right  to  a repiiesentjativ®.  named  by  the 
viceroy  or  captain-gencrai,  under  seal  of  the  council 
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V/hiUt  strong-  in  the  testiiTK'ny  of  our  jns  - . 

and  the  mode:  a.  ion.  of  oiir  proc-eeciing*>  '''e  I oi-x  ! ^ 

that  ir  die  reasoiu  v;e  as;.igi\ed“>to  die  Rcgcnr\  ,..  . r 

the  nece.ssi'iy  oi c.ur  le.-jlu' ion  were  no'  iho -.ghL  hai  lu;, 
snEjcjcnt,  they  would,  at  least,  lespect  the  noble  1. 1'  tiit  pi 

disoosn.ion  wide'}  deiei  mined  us  not  to  become  i.lie  I plai.  live  n- - o ir  the  regency  in  whicn  a;e 
enemies  oi  oui- oppressed  imd  uniortunate  bi  eihocn;  U iUon  as  i-t  - e v.r.ocd  as  in  tlie  last  ex^.i-emiiy. — 
'.he  new  go verrirnent  OI  Caracas  ,vi. d ed  noi  to  coo- , The  depioie  i,  the  -egenc}  for  Quito,  S*  Pe,  and 
fine 'his  disposi'.ion '.o  v.iiti  reasoning 


, acious  hands  of  the  gv^vei  n- 
■ 1 icii  might  serve  in  a time 
' uve  the  distresses  of  the  nai’um, 
die  generosiiv  and  sens  biiily 
[lublishiiig  in  their  gazettes,  the 


and  the  un- i Peru,  we:e  hospi  ably  received,  treated  as  friends, 
idiced  world  will  ackixivv ic-dg..  that  Vene-zuela  j and  d - r pect'niary  wants  satisfactorily  supplied — 
pas  ;ed  the  in'etim  from  the  19o'.  Aprii  1810,  to  the  jBip.  we  waste  loo  much  time  in  aiiuh  sii.g  ho  dark 
iih  Jidv,  1811,  in  r.  painful  round  O''  insults  and  ■ and  suspicious  conduct  of  onr  enemies,  hoi.;  ii  all 
hosli’i.'ies,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  of  generosi  y,  I their  ebo;  shave  been  insufficient  to  destroy  die 
medera'  ion,  and  patience  on  her  own.  T;,is  is  j tri  impLuut  i fiue'ice  O:  ours. 

the  most  inteiesting-  epoch  in  the  his. or)  of  ‘Our  | -ppg  haug;hty  masters  of  our  territory  were  no^ 
revolution,  in  as  much  as  its  events  run . -.si i a con-l+p^  ordv  ones  wdio  were  aiii hoi  ised  to  support  the 
trast  so  favourable  to  our  cause  the  • 
to 
wh 


matr  i , there  daily  fell  into  our  hands  iiew  mous  es  j tpeh-  combinations  against  the  happiness 

to  urge  the  event.  In  eveiy  ship  v;nich  arrivea  irom  i political  existence  of  the  new  worTl.  The 

Spain ^ there  came  out  new  ag'ents  furnished  w th  p of  Porto  Rico  wn*s  soon  made  the  den  of  the 
fresh  instructions,  to  support  the  cause  of  ambrdon  ; i^oliist  ag-ents  of  tlie  regency;  \here7idezvous  of  all 
and  perfidy:  wi.h  the  same  v ew,  permission  | theii  exped 'ions;  the  head  quarter  s of  ail  the  anti- 
denied to  the  nulita^ry  and  other  Europeans  to  retiuoi ; the  wmikslnpof  all  die  impos- 

toSpadn;  though  thev  petitioned  to  join  ni  toe  war  U calumnies  and  threais  of  the  re  gen  s;  the 
against  the  h re;  ch.  O.'dei's  we.  e issv.ed,  under  rre- 1 of  the  infamous,  and  tlie  harbor  of  a new'' 

tence  of  expectiiyg  war,  which  depiived  the  Ame- ; company  of  freeboo  ers,  that  none  of  the  calamities 
ricans  of  every  privilege.^  j of  the  sixteen  h cenltrry  might  be  wuinting  to  the 

The  g'azectes  w'ere  filled  widi  triumphs,  victories,  1 new  conquest  of  America  in  the  nine  eenth.  The 
and  acknowledgements  forced  from  those  w iio  were  . Americans  of  Porto  Rico  overpowered  by  the  bayo- 
yet  ig'norant  of  our  resolution;  and  un.Ier  the  se-jnevs,  cannons,  chains,  and  fetters  which  encom- 
vei  est  threat  oi  a political  inquisidor.  with,  all  itshor- passed  them,  were  compelled  to  add  to  their  o'wui 
rors,  was  established  against  those  who  he;:'  ;ceiv-|  evils  and  misfortunes  the  paindil  neces^it)  of  con- 
ed, or  read  ny  other  wr. tings,  whethei  Smunsh  i tiibu'ing  to  ours.  Such  was  he  condition  of  the 
Or  otherwise,  than  tl.ose  winch  immediately  pro- i Anieric^n.s  condemned,  not  only  to  be  accessary  to, 
ceeded  from  the  regency:  wdth  the  most  scanda- ! but  to  assist  in  tlie -destruction  of  each  other, 
ious  impudence  they  dc  ciared  void  a decree  which  > q'he  conduct  whicii  Spain  observed  towards 
encouraged  our  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  ■ Amer.ca,  appears  much  more  harsh  and  in.sulting, 
proscribed  the  authors  and  promo.ers  oi  it;  at  the  vvhen  compared  with  what  it  was  in  respect  to 
same  dme  they  exacted  supplies  from  all  classes  F^-ai^ee.  Ii  is  notorious  that  that  portion  of  the 
without  giving  the  smailes;,  accouni  of  their  appli-  country  which  resisted  he  new  dynasty  had  many 
c.dion;  in  comempi  of  public  ffiith  they  caused  (jccidecl  pkrtizans  among  those  who  were  distin- 
the  whole  correspondence  of  the  county  to  be  Iqj.  employmems,  and  enlight- 

opened  Without  exception,  an  outrage  proceeding  ened  understanding;?  yet, ' notwithstanding,  there 
from  the  despotism  of  Godov,  andadopteil  only  to  j-,y^  cj^g  be  found  among  them,  anxious  as 
render  still  more  tyrannical  their  despicable  system  q^Pgy  ^-g^.g  Pcj.  Ij^g  liberty,  independence,  and  rege- 
of  K^ionage  aga  nst  America.  In  a word,  they  neration  of  the  peninsula,  willing  to  excuse  the 
began  to  give  us  an  experimental  knowdedge  of  the  conduct  of  the  American  provinces;  who,  actuated 
system  they  had  adopted  to  perpetuate  our  slavery,  by  the  same  principles  of  fidelity  and  national  in- 
In  the  mean  time,  Venezuela  become  her  own ; tegrity,  sought  only  tb  preserve  themselves  from  a 
mistress,  thought  not  of  imitating  the  detestable  dependence  on  those  illegitimate,  imbecile,  and 
conduct  of  the  regency  and  their  agents;  content  j turbulent  governments  formed  alternately  by  the 
wdth  having  secured  her  fate  against  the  ambition ! agents  of  the  king  or  representatives  of  the  nation, 
of  an  iiVirusive  and  iliegiiimate  government,  andlAnost 


placed  herself  out  of  he  reach  of  tlieir  dark  and 
complicated  schemes,  she  endeavoured  to  prove 
bv  her  actions  her  des.re  fiir  peace,  fi  iendship  and 
intercourse  witli  her  European  bre'.hren.  Those 
who  w'ere  already  among  us  w'ere  treated  as  such, 
and  two  thirds  of  the  polii.cal,  civil,  and  militar}' 
employments  either  remiained  or  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Europeans,  with  a frankness  and  candour 
but  too  fatal  to  our  interests:  our  cofiers  were  ge- 
nerously opened  to  supply  the  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance of  our  tyrants:  the  commanders  of  their 
ships  were  re.ce.ved  in  our  hai  bors,.  and  a.ded  in 
the  execution  of  their  respective  commissions;'  the 
offences  of  one  of  them  were  even  submittedd  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Spanish  government.  The  gov- 
erning junta  of  Caracas  assigned  their  reasons  for 


6 The  30th  April,  1810. 


ostentatious  liberality  and  pretended  patriotism 
w'ith  respect  to  the  exhausted,  disorganized,  and 
almost  conquered  country  of  Spain,  and  parsimony, 
suspicion,  prejudice  and  pride  in  regard  to  the 
noble,  generous  and  faithfnl  Americans,  character- 
ised the  conduct  of  the  Cortes.  The  treasons,  in- 
trigues, commotions  and  disturbances  in  the  re  vo- 
iuiion  of  Spain,  were  passed  over  as  unavoidable 
circumstances;  but  none  of  the  provinces  which 
rested  contented  under  tlie  French  dominion,  were 
treated  as  Venezuela;  their  conduct  was  scrutinis- 
ed and  judged  according  to  the  motives  and  cir- 
cumstances which  dictated  it,  and  conformably  to 
the  rules  of  war;  but  none  of  them  have  yet  been 
declared  traitors  and  rebels,  and  for  none  of  them 
has  a public  commission  of  diplomatic  incendiaries 


7 Morla,- Azanza,  Osarill,  Urquijo,  Mazarredo, 
and  many  others  of  all  classes  and  professions. 
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been  created,  to'  arm  Spaniard  apcainst  Spaniard, 
stir  uncivil  war,  and  devote  to  destruction  all  wlm 
would  not  bow  to  the  name  of  Ferdmand  VH. 
America  only  wa.s  condemned  to  underj^o  these  un- 
exampled mise»'ies. 

It  appears  that  the  independence  of  America 
awakened  greater  fury  in  Spain  than  tiie  foreign 
oppression  which  tln-eatened  it,  as  all  their  resource.'i 
were  employed  against  it:  the  turbulent  andincen- 
dious  spirit  of  a minister  of  the  council  of  Indi 
could  not  be  mure  worthily  employed  than  in  tiie 
conquest  of  Venezuela,  with  the  arms  of  the  Alfin- 
gers  and  the  Welsers,^  in  the  name  of  a king’  wirh- 
cut  a tide  to  ihe  throne-  upon  whicli  he  was  placed. 
Under  this  name  all  flood-gates  of  iniquity  were 
opened  upon  us,  and  all  the  horrors  of  conquest 
renewed:  under  this  name  we  w -re  treated  with 
greater  severity  even  than  those  w ,o  had  abandoned 
it  before  us:  and  under  this  name  they  sought  to 
continue  the  Spanish  dominion  in  America,  which 


of  our  ruinous  and  nnrequii  ted  system  of  generosi- 
ty; A'enezuela  was  wilting,  however,  to  use  every 
means  within  her  pmver,  until  forced  by  necesaily 
to  ’he  declarations  ofr.he  l 5th  July,  1808,  and  again 
of  the  19th  April,  181t).  Having  forgiving  the  horrid 
transactions  at  Quito,  Pose  and  la  P.as:  finding  our- 
.seives  supported  by  Buenos  Avres,  Santa  Fe,  Flo- 
rida, Mexico,  Guatimala  and  Chili:  after  obtain- 
ing a conditional  guarantee  from  England:  and 
s?’aining  over  to  our  cause  Barcelona,  Merida  and 
Truxiiio:  after  having  our  conduct  approved  b}- 
every  i:mpartial  man  in  Europe;  and  seeing  the 
triumph  of  our  principles from  the  Orinoco  to  M tg- 
J len,  and  from  Cape  Cod  lo  ihe  Andes,  we  stiV. 
wniied  hut  lo  endure  iiew  insults,  before  we  took 
tlie  painful  resolution  of  breaking  off  our  connec 
tion  forever  with  our  brethern. 

Caracas  having  done  no  more  than  imita+e  man; 
provinces  of  Spain,  and  exercise  only  those  right. 
|w!)ich  had  been  ceded  to  it  in  common  with  al; 


was  considered  js  a poii  ical  puenomenf)n  even  I America,  by  the  council  of  the  regency;  having 
in  the  days  of  the  greatest  energy  and  vigour  of  the  I had  no  other  design  than  what  the  supreme  lav 
monarchy.  Could  any  law  be  made  to  bind  us  to  | of  necessity  required,  <o  secure  ourselves  from  ai 
the  patient  toleration  oft  he  torrent  of  abuses  whic”,  dinhfippy  fate,  and  relieve  the  agency  from  the 
those  who  called themselveshisrepresentatives, pour- i labour  of  atten^Hngto  the  governmem  of  ccuntrie- 
ed  upon  us  in  hi.5  name'*  His  name  obtained  fortliern  ! extensive  and  remote,  u h e they  were  employed 
the  Lreasiires,  the  obedience  and  acknovdedgment  | m war:  without  having  br  ;ke  our  uni' v and  politi- 
of  Amer’ca;  and,  by  means  of  tlieir  flagii  ious  con- ; cal  inceg-rity  wddi  Spain:  w^hout  having  d savow- 
duct,  the  name  of  Ferdinand  has  foreverlost  all  con-  [ ed,  as  we  might  and  ought  to  have  done,  the  feeble 
sideration  .and  respect  upon  us.9  rights  of  Ferdinand:  without  designing  to  subiiii: 

The  tyrant  of  Bovriquenio  not  content  wdth  our  demands  and  requisitions  to  tlie  voice  of  tin- 
caluminiating,  insulting  and  declaring  war  against  ■ option,  we  W'ere  declared  in  a state  of  war,  de. 
us,  thereby  usurping  the  pr.vileges  of  a sovereign: ; oouncer!  as  traitors  and  rebels;  and  deprived  o: 
not  satisfied  with  appointing  himself  the  voluntary  | oor  commerce  and  communication  with  Engiant: 
goaler  of  the  mcs.'^enger  of  peace  and  alliance,  be- 1 or  our  European  breihern:  all  the  excesses  wliici. 
cau.se  they  counteracted  the  plans  which  the  new'  malignity  of  heart  could  dictate,  and  such  as  won  u 
king  of  Spain  had  already  accepted  from  the  Re- j have  disgraced  the  despots  of  India,  were  approve'.^ 
gcncy:  not  beli.  ving  his  em.nent  services  suffici-i  aothorijed;  as  wiilappear  by  the  order  ofthe  4: 1 
ciri  ly  recompenced  by  the  honour  of  h..-.vingfaithfullv  September,  1810;  and  as  a climax  to  their  savage 
served  Ids  with  tlie  mo.st  audacious  insolence  proceedings,  a new'  emissary  with  the  title  of  pacdl 

he  seized  the  public  goods  of  Caracas,  wliich  liad  cater  was  sent  out,  w'ho  witli  greater  preroga  ive- 
been  slujiped  on  board  the  frigate  Ferdi.nand  VII.  fhtC'i  the  original  conquerors  .md  founders  of  4hf 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  miiit  ry  stores  in ; p’-ce,  posted  himself  at  Porto  Rico  to  pillage 
London:  and  that  no  insult  m .ght  be  w’anting;  he  pl'i’ider,  and  destroy  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  VII 
alledged  that  the  Spanish  government  would  confis-}  -Until  the!',  the  system  which  the  regency  adcptcf- 
cate  them,  that  England,  ignorant  of  our  desig!., ! from  the  moment  ihev  knew'  of  the  movements 


W'ould  appropriate  them  to  her  own  use,  and  that 
no  whei’e  would  they  be  more  safe  than  in  his  h.mcls: 
such  were  the  reasons  wdiicli  the  gox'ernor  of  Poi’to 
Rico  assigned  for  this  atlrocious  plunder:  but  this  i 
is  not  all  which  this  worthy  agent  of  theregency 
lias  done  to  promote  their  designs. 

However  aggrieved  by  these  robberies  and  insults, 
Venezuela  persisted  m the  resolution  not  lo  cliange 
the  principles  adopted  as  the  rule  of  her  conduct: 
the  act  of  the  national  representation  was  publislied 
in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  VTl:  all  the  acts  of  our 
government  and  administration  were  done  under 
his  imaginary  authority:  by  tlie  law^s  and  codes  of 
Spain,  a naost  horrible  and  bloody  conspii"  cy  of 
the  Europeans  was  tried,  and  these  W'ere  infringed 
to  p.a7’don  them,  that  we  might  not  stain  wdd\  tiie 
blood  of  our  perfidious  brethren,  the  glorious  re- 
mem.brance  of  our  revoluliou. 

It  appeared  that  nothing  now'  remained  but  a re- 
concili'ition  with  Spain,  ortheenLire  abandonment 

8The  first  tyrants  of  Venezuela,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Charles  V.  and  the  instigaiors  of  acivi] 
war  among  the  primitive  inhabitan-  s. 

^E.r  quaper.wna  qvis  Ina'um  capit  ejus  fuctum 
preestore  ienetur.  [Thf^  receiver  is  as  had  as  the  lidef.'] 
lOTiie  originid  name  of  Uie  island  of  Porto  Rico. 


Caracas,  had  been  slower  in  its  prop;ress;  but  th 
principal  focus  of  the  civil  war  being  now  brougli 
nearer  to  us,  tlie  subaltems  acquired  greater  vigor, 
and  the  zeal  of  all  who  commanded  the  sub.sidiar;. 
forces  of  CoHabarrio,  and  Afelend-'z  wuis  encreasec. 
Hence  the  energy  of  tliat  epliemerrd  sedition:  th 
discord  created  bj'  JHiyarcs,  proped  up  wd.th  lii 
i leal  title  of  captain-general  of  Venezuela:  lienc. 

our  regret  the  American  blood,  shed  upon  tl.. 
fields  of  Coro:  hence  'the  robberies  committed  o~ 
our  coast  by  ihe  pirates  of  tlii,  rcgenci':  the  in.sul 
given  to  the  English  .flag,  the  decay  of  our  cor 
rnerce:  the  consiiir-.cies  in  tlie  vallies  of  Aragi: 
and  Cumana:  the  horrid  perfidy  of  Guayana,  ai.. 
the  degrading  transportation  of  tlieir  nobles  to  It 
dnug’eons  of  Povolliro:  hence  the  generous  inU  • 
]>o.silion  of  an  ofricer  of  the  Hridsh  governmeir.  i ; 
the  .\ntiUc.s,ii  and  its  rr iec’ ion  bi’  tiie  pscudo-pacifi 
cator:  and  hence,  in  fine,  all  the  evils,  atrocitie  . 
and  erini'as  \fliHi  must  for  ever  be  in.scparahle  from 
the  names  of  Coriabarria  :.nd  in  Venezuela, 

and  whicii  have  f(>rcedi  iU  g'ovenirnent,  contrarv  tr 
tlieir  origina)  inteiii ioms,  to  take  under  their  pm 
tecilo'1,  all  wlio  iiave  Jionourcd  them  with  the: 
confidence- 

^Hlis  excellency  admiral  Cochran. 


no 
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The  mission  of  Cortaburria  r-;  i ■ . o,  . 

cen^Xvys  Jie  reiativ;  situu  i >':5  o.  Sp-ua 

and  '^-Tiei’iqa,  demonstrates  how  biindiy  ambitio)» 
leads  bn' those  who  forg'e^  that  the  people  are  the 
fotim  ain  of  all  autiiorO  v.  The  "spirit  of  Charles  V. 
the  memory  or  Cortes  and  Pizaivo,  and  the  names 
of  ^^.’teznma  and  Atahualpa,  involuntarily  pre- 
sen  "hemselves  to  our  imagination  when  we 
saw  tKp.-e  scenes  renewed  in  a country  which  had 
nunjVered  three  hundred  years  of  submission,  and 
saci'ilicqs,  and  which  had  promised  to  continue 
fhetn,  upon  no  other  condition  than  being  free,  that 
slavery  might  not  tarnish  the  merit  of  fidelity. 

It  is  obviotis  that  Anierica  neither  does  nor  can 
appertain  to  the  Spanish  territory;  and  that,  howe- 
vei’  just  or  unjust  wete  the  rights  which  the  Bour- 
bons assumed  over  it,  these  could  not  be  transferred 
to  another  without  the  consent  of  the  American 
people.  The  bull  of  Alexander  VI.  and  the  titles 
brought  for  Wal'd  by  the  house  of  Austria  could  have 
no  other  origin  tlian  the  right  of  conquest  which 
was  ceded  by  the  conquerors  to  the  crown  Inde- 
pendent of  the  depopulation  of  ’he  territory,  the 
extermination  of  the  natives,  and  the  emigration 
from  the  capital,  it  appears  the  fury  of  conquest  was 
abated:  the  thirst'  frtr  gold  satisfied:  the  continen- 
tal equilibrium  declared  in  favor  of  ^pain:  the  feudal 
government  from  the  reign  of  the  Bourbons  in 
Spain  destroyed  and  annihilated:  and  all  right 
which  had  not  its  origin  in  the  concessions  or  edicts 
of  the  prince  being  annulled,  the  original  conquer- 
ors were  of  course  suspended  from  theirs.  If  Jie 
invalidity  of  the  rights  which  the  Bourbons  arro- 
gated be  shewn,  the  title  by  which  the  descendanis 
of  the  conquerors  possessed  the  country  must  be 
revived:  not  in  prejudice  of  the  muginal  proprie- 
tors, but  to  render  equal  the  enjoyment  of  I berty, 
property  and  independence,  with  greaier  right  tlian 
the  Bourbons  or  any  other  to  whom  they  have  ceded 
Ame  'ica,  without  tiie  consent  of  the  natural  lords 
of  tlie  soil. 

That  America  does  not  belong  to  the  Spanish 
tein'ltory  is  a principle  of  natural  law  and  equity 
N(5ne  of  tire  titles  which  exist  of  its  slavery  whether 
just  or  unjust,  can  apply  to  the  Spaniards  of  Euj’ope; 
and  all  the  liberality  of  Alexander  VI.  could  do  no 
more  than  declare  the  Austrian  kings  promoters  of 
the  faith  in  making  themselves  masters  of  \mei  ica. 
Neither  the  title  of  metropaUs  nor  mother-countryy 
can  give  the  right  of  Signioiy  o the  peninsula  of 
Spain:  the ' first  was  lost' from  the  moment  the 
mon.i -ch,  who  was  acknowledged  by  the  Americans, 
left  it' and  renounced  hi?  rights;  a/iid  the  second 
was  always  a ridiculous*  abuse  of  termsj  just  as  con- 
sisteiu  as  that  of  callintr  our  slavery,  felicitv,^ — thej 
fiscals  of  India,  proteciors.—^2iX\d  the  Americans,! 
without  eitiier  right  or  civil  dignity,  aom^ 

TO  BE  COMTIXUED, 


French  Empire. 

Pahis,  JuNip  30, 1811. 

Extract.^  from  the  French  Expose. 

Of  the  situation  o f the  French  empire,  presented  to 
the  legislative  body,  in  its  sittings  of  the  29th  of 
June,  by  his  excdlency  the  comte  de  Montalivet, 
minister  of  the  interior. 

Ge.xtee'-iex, — ^^Since  your  last  session,  the  em- 
pire has  been  increased  by 'he  addition  of  sixteen 
departments,  five  millions  of  population,  a ferritorv 
affording  a revenue  of  one  hundred  millions,  nine 
hundred  miles  of  coast,  with  all  its  maritime  re- 
ources.  The  mouths  of  the  Rhine,  the  Meuse, 
and  of  the  Scheldt, ^were  not  French;  the  cireula- 


i o he  interior  of  the  empire  waa  shackled;—* 
•ne  productions  of  the  departments  of  i , centre 
could  onh  reach  the  sea,  by  paying  tribute  o fo- 
reign powers.  These  inconveniences  haw  tli.  ap- 
peared forever.—-  The  maritime  arsenal  or  itic 
Scheldt,  on  which  such  great  hopes  ai'e  found 
ha.;  received  in  this  manner  all  the  extension  it 
.ought  to  possess.  The  mouths  of  the  Ems,  ot  i-be. 

; Weser,  and  of  *he  Fdbe,  place  in  our  possession  aU 
I the  timber  which  Germany  furnishes.  The  iroa- 
I tiers  of  the  empire  lean  on  llte  Baltic,  and  ’ ?m«. 
j having  direct  communication  with  the  nor  it,  it 
: will  be  easy  for  us  to  dr«w  from  it  the  spars,  he 
I hemp,  the  copper,  and  other  naval  stores  wl  ich  we. 

I may  have  occasion  for.  We  now  command  all  the 
j materials  nexessary  in  the  constructing  of  aliips^ 
j produced,  by  Fi'anoe,  Germany  and  Italy, 
i The  Simplon  h iving  become  French,  secures  t» 
jus  a new  communication  with  Italy, 
j The  re-union  of  Rome  has  caused  to  disappear 
jthe  inconven.ent  intermediary  space  which  existed 
I between  our  armies  of  the  north  of  Italy  and  those 
jof  the  south;  and  has  given  us  on  the  Mediterra- 
inean  new  and  useful  coasts,  necessary  to  Toulop, 

I as  those  of  the  Adriatic  are  to  Venice,  llie  re-, 
jlation  carries  al.so  MUth  it,  the  double . advantage, 
that  the  popes  are  no  longer  sovereigns,  and  strang- 
jers  to  France.  We  have  only  to  examine  Hi'’. 
jto  discover  tlie  evils  which  the  confusion  of  the 
I temporal  and  spiritual  powers  have  occasioned  to 
religion.  The  pQiies  have  incessantly  sacrificed  ho- 
lly things  to  ihoseof  a temporal  nature. 

I It  was  not  the  divo-.  ce  of  Henry  VIII.  that  separa-i 
ted  England  from  the  ch.urch  of  Rome:  it  was  ^hc 
. TRTrFTE  tc  St.  Peter. i If  it  i»  advantageous  to  the 
■ s^Aie  and  religion,  tluit  tlie  Dopes  should  no  longer 
; be  severe  gn,  ii-  equally  advantageous  to  the  em- 
pire, , ' he  bishop  of  Rome,  -he  chief  of  our 
church,  bhouUi  not  be  a siranger  to  us,  and  that  he 
I should  unite  tp  ' hr  love  ofreligion,  that  of  be  cotiri* 
!try,  which  characterises,  elevated  m.nds.  This  is 
besides,  the  only  way  render  compatible,  the  just 
influence  which  the  ppp'^  is  to  have  over  spiritual 
matiens,  with  the  prinepdes  of  the  empire,  wliich 
do  not  permit  shat  ny  f reign  bishop  may  or  do 
exercise  any  influence  in  it.  . 

Relioiox. — The  emperor  is  satisfied  with  t^e 
spirit  that  animates  all  his  clergy. 

The  atteu'don  of  the  administration  ba§  behii  di*  ; 
rected  to  the  wants  of  the  diocese^.  The  .estubTishL-’ 
mem.  of  secondary  etcle.siastjcai  schools,  cqrpmdn-  ' 
ly  called  smaU-seminaries:  the  foundgqon  ag^’eat 
many  large  seminaries,  of  thy,  mo.st  ,ady;y.  ced 
d^s:  the  re-establishment  of  the  cW^h^^ 
ever  they  have  been  destroyed,,  and  tlie  bompi'ete- 
ment  of  several  great  mep;.opaUt'a'n,^eesy  ilie.lni.itd-* 
ing  of  which  had  been  interrupted  pi.i  iaccoun  ] of 
the  revolution,  are  manifest  proofs  qf  the,  .?e:vh>.bat'*' 
the  government  bestows  on.  the  splepdqr  p wor-' 
ship  and  prosperity  of  religion.’  * 

Religious  dissentiqns,  the  consequence  orqiir  po- 
litical troubles,  have  entirely  disappe.-red;Ab6re  aye 
no  longer  in  France  but  priests  in  coot mui»h>ii  with' 
their  bishops,  and  united,  in  their  religious,  prhicV 
ples  as  they  are  in  their  attachment  to  their  goveriK 
ment.  : . 

Twenty-seven  bishoprics,  having  been  vacant 
for  a long  time,  and  the  pope  having  refused  at 
two  different  epochs  from  1805  to  1807,  and  from 
1808  to  the  present  time,  to  execute  the  clauses  of 
the  concofdates  which  oblige  him  to  institute  the 
bisliops  nominated  by  the  emperor,  this  refusal  hud- 
rendered  the  concoi-date  void;  if  no  longer  exists 
The  emperor  has  therefei’e  been  eblig^  t«  c#» 
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ill 


yoke  aU  the  bishops  of  the  empire,  that  they  mig^hl  ] menr-their  prosperity.  The  hospltats  have  been 
consult  oh  thenieanS'df  prov'ding:  for  the  vacant  improved  every  where:  it  may  by  sa^d,  that. , the/ 
see»,  and  of  nominating-  to  those  that  should  be-  never  were  kept  better  at  any  time.  'Charity  i* 
Come  vacant,  in  conformity  to  what  was  done  uil- 1 abundantly  exercised,  and  the  legacies  accepted  m 
der  Oharlemugne,  under  St.  l.icwis,  and  in  all  the  j the  council  of  state  for  the  hospitals  amount  yearly 
cenfpries  that  precedetl  the  concordate  of  Francis  j to  several  millions 

1.  and  Leo.  X.  for  t is  the  essence  of  the  Catholic  H.  M.  hns  improved  and  endowed  a great  mim- 
jrelig'.on  not  to  be  able  to  dispense  with  the  ministry  ber  of  congixigations  of  charitable  sisterhoods,  hav- 
and'jhission  of  bishops  ‘ xiroW  nn 


Thus  has  ceased  to  exist  that  famous  transaction 
of  Francis  L and  Leo  X,  against  wliicii  the  church, 
the  University  aPd  t^e  sovereign  courts  have  so  long 
«on-,ended,  and  which  led  the  Writers  on  public  law 
and  magistrates  of  those  times  to  say  that  the  king 
and  pope  had  mutudllv  yielded  to  one  another  what 


did' not  belong  to  either,  henceforth  it  is  to  the  - tion. 


ing  for  iheir  aim  to  attend  the  sick  and  wait  on  the 
hospitals.  The  intention  of  H.  M.  is  that  all  these 
.sisiei's  be,  in  religious  aifairs,  under  the  direction 
of  their  bishops,  who  alone  have  ihe  power  to  methr 
die  in  spiritual  affairs  in  theextentof  their  dioceses. 
No  congregation  under  any  pretence  whatever  can 
nor  ought  not  to  be,  exempt  from  tlieir  jurisdic- 


deliberdtion  of  tlie  council  of  Paris  that  the  state 
of  episcopacy  which  will  have  so  much  influence 
avem  oh  that  of  religion  is  attached. 

As  for  the  rest,  if  other  divisions,  have  existed 
bet^eOn  the  emperor  and  the  temporal  sovereign 
of  "kome,  there  has  not  existed  any  between  the 


Poor  houses  have  been  erected  in  sixty-five  de- 
partments; these  are  already  in  operation  in  thirty- 
two:  and  it  is  no  longer  permitted  to  beg  in  these 
thir^'y-TW'o  departments.  Those  depots  want  5'et 
further  improvements,  so  as  works  may  be  well 
established  in  them  and  that  they  may  then  defray 


emj^Vor  and  the  pope,  as  the  chief  of  I'eligion,  and  | the  greatest  part  of  their  expences. 
thefb  is  nothing  that  can  excite  the  least  uneasiness  j MARiyv. — We  have  lost  Gaudaloupe  and  tlie 

in  the  most  timorous  souls.  Isle  of  France. The  wish  to  save  those  colonies 

JuhtciAUT. — Civil  justice  has  been  separated  fi-otn  | was  not  so  great  as  to  cause  us  to  risk  our  fleets 
oriiminal  justice;  the  magistra-es  pursued  crimes ; in  'heir  relative  inferior  state.  Since  the  reunion 
only  when  these  wei-e  pointed  out  by  the  police. — iof  Holland,  that  country  has  fuimished  us  with  ten 
The  late  code  that  you  have  adopted  has  re-muted  j tti  on  sand  sailors,  and  thirteen  ships  of  tlie  line.— - 
civil  and  criminal  justice;  it  has  instituted  imper.al  t We  have  considerable  fleets  in  the  Scheldt,  and  at 
courts  invested  with  the  right  of  pursuing  and  i Toulon. — Divisions  of  ships  of  the  line,  more  or 
accusing,  and  has  armed  them  wdth  the  nece-ssary ; less  strong,  he  in  our  different  port&,  and  flfeen 
force  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  executed.  The  uvxin- j .ships  in  the  docks  of  Antwerp.  Every  thing  is 
teniince  and  perfection  of  the  jury,  and  confmntatiofn  ai-ranged  so  as  to  add  each  year  a great  number  of 
of  Vitne.sses,  and  the  publicity  of  the  jiUkIs,  have  | ,sh ins  of  tvar  to  ouy  fl'  ct  of  the  Scheldt.  Two  ships 
brdught  together  what  good  in  the  old  ami  new  ! of ' he  line  are  building  at  Clierbourg,  and  the  sup- 


plies of  timber  and  ma.  erials  or  every  sort  are 


system , 

In  nominating  to  the  different  offices,  H.  M.  basf  plehtiftd  n that  noi't,  that '■ve  may  have  five  more 
sought  the  members  that  yet  remained  ofthe  former  [ on  the  stocks'  before  the  dose  of  the  year  1811.— 
parliament,  and  avliose  age  and  knowledge  qualified  j L’Ofleht;  Rf'chefoCt,  Toulon,  have  all  rheir  docks 
tliem  for  employment  In  the  imperial  court's;  he'^has ! occupied. — — N fwewns  vessels  are  building  afN^S-  , 
called  them  to  it  of  his  own  accord,  thus  giving  a i nice.  According  to  treaty,  Naples  was  this  year  Xq 
proof  of  his  constant  de.sire  to  see  the  French  fofge^'liaW  six  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates.  Thife 

kiogdom  has  not  fulfilled  thi.s  engagement.  The 
government  of  that  country  will  be  convinced  ofthe 
neces' by  of  repairing  that  failure.  Our  resource? 
’our  interior  n.ivigation,  are  sufficient  to  raise  the 
material  part  of  our  navy,  in  a few  years  to  the  same 
degree  of  elevation  as  that  of  our  enemies.  Our 
exoef'tnbnts  on  the  maritime  conscription  hav« 
succeeded;  the  young  men  of  18,  19,  and  20  years 
of  age,  shew  the  best  disposition,  andsire  rapidly 
progressing-  Tlie  frequent  excursions  of  our 


their  former  quarrels,  and  finish  to  blend  tbemsch’es 
in  the  only  interest  of  their  country  and  of  the 
throne! 

AnMisrrs'niATiox. — Many  reclamations  have 
b^n  presented  upon  the  limits  of  the  difterent  de- 
partments. Even  opinions  have  been  Intimated 
which  would  wish  to  substitute  gi*eat  prefecture-, 
to  the  actual  prefectures,  but  H.  M.  has  rejected 
thenij  and  has  set  as  a principle  to  consider  what 
has  been  done  as  established  and  perm:iuent.  Tn-ita- 


bility  destroys  eyery  thing.  A great  revolution  Kits  | fleets,  the  evolutions  of  our  squadrons  and  flotill.'is 


ta^en  place  in  this  organization  of  the  departments; 
ifrls  an  act  of  property  which  H.  M.  does  not  wish 
to  touch.  Those  (lepartments  fiave  been  formed, 
•pnsoIidatM  in  tHp  midst  Of  awful  circumstances 
wTiich'have  brought  together  their  inhabitants,  and 
they  shall  alWa.}’^s  ' remain  united  in  thesamemann©;*. 

The  communal  administration  has  been  feverV' 
where  perfected.  The  budgets  deliberated  upon-  t: 
the  council  of  state  direct  and  censure  thus  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  the  communes  of  the  empire, 
which  have  more  than  10,000  francs  revenue  — 
Already  the  fdasS  of  those  revenues  arises  to  more 
than  eighiy  millions.  Never  were  the  communes 
at  any  time  of  many  country  so  rich;  F,vei*y  where 
else  the  octroi  (municipal  duties)  is  a .sovxu'el gn 
impost:  H.  M,  has  left  it  to  the  communes?-  conse- 
quently all  their  establishments  are  in  thebest  state, 
amd  ih  almost  all  they  have  umh.rtakcn  the  l>uilding 
flft  town  houses,  markets,,  public  magazines,  or 
tRher  v/orks  which  are  to  embellish  them,  or  aug- 


in  the  Zuyder  arid  Zee,  the  Scheldt,  and  our  roads 
and  the  coasting  navigation,  have  so  far  improved 
our  young  conscripts,  us  to  excite  the  highest  hopes. 

War. — In  one  year,  the  greatest  part  of  the 
S trongest  places  in  Sp  ain  have  been  taken  afierseiges 
which  do  honor  to  the  genius  and  artillery  of  the 
French  armies,  ^|ore  than  two  hundred  standards, 
eighty  thousand  prisoners-,  and  an  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon  have  been  taken  from  the  Spaniards  in 
several  pitched  battles. 

, This  wai*  was  di'awing  to  a close  when  England, 
departing  from  her  accustomed  policy,  took  the 
jlead,  in  the  field.  I is  easy  to  foresee  this  struggle, 
and  to  comprehend  all  its  consequences  on  the  des- 
tinies ofthe  .world.  . . 

1 Tlie  pqHilalion  of  England,  in.sufficient  for  the  oor 
cupation  of  the  two  Indies,  America,  and  many 
.esiabUshments  on.  tiie - Mediterrunea”;  insufficient 
ffoi’ the  iletence.  of  Ireland  a!i5l  .her  own  coasts,  for 
fier  g'iiTiscms  aud  iiiimense- fleets,  and  for  tlie  lus.s' 
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of  men  in  an  obstinate  war  sustained  against  France 
in  the  peninsula  of  Spain,  leave  many  chances  in 
our  favor — and  England  is  placed  between  the  ruin 
of  her  population,  if  she  persists  in  maintaining  this 
war,  or  shame,  if  she  abandon  it  after  having  taken 
so  conspicuous  a part. 

France  has  eight  hundred  thousand  men  under 
arms;  and  when  new  forces,  new  armies,  march 
towai’ds  Spain,  to  fight  diese  our  eternal  enemies, 
four  hundred  thousand  infantry,  and  fifty  thousand 
cavalry,  will  remain  in  our  interior,  on  our  coasts, 
and  our  frontiers,  ready,  to  march  for  the  defence  of 
our  rights  wherever  they  shall  be  threatened.  The 
continental  system,  which  is  kept  up  with  the  great- 
est perseverance,  is  undermining  the  basis  of  the 
finances  of  England. — Already  her  exchange  loses 
33  per  cent;  her  colonies  are  without  outlets  for 
their  produce;  the  greater  part  of  their  manufac- 
tures are  closed;  and  the  continental  system  is  but 
just  in  operation!  If  continued  for  ten  years,  it 
would  alone  destroy  the  resources  of  England. 

Her  revenue  is  not  founded  on  the  produce  of 
her  soil,,  but  on  that  of  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
Even  now  her  factories  are  half  closed.  In  vain  do 
tlie  English  hope  from  procrastination,  and  the 
events  excited  by  her  intrigues,  that  outlets  will  be 
opened  to  her  commerce — As  to  France,  the  conti- 
nental system  has  not  altered  in  the  least  her  posi- 
tion— we  have  been  for  ten  years  without  maritime 
commerce,  and  we  shall  continue  without  it. 

The  prohibition  of  English  goods  on  the  conti- 
nent has  opened  a market  to  our  manufactures; 
should  even  that  fail  them,  the  consumption  of  the 
empire  prevents  a reasonable  support.  It  belongs 
to  our  manufactures  to  regulate  themselves  upon  the 
wants  of  sixty  millions  of  consumers. 

The  prosperity  of  the  imperial  treasury  is  not 
founded  on  the  commerce  of  the  universe.  More 
than  nine  hundred  millions  that  are  necessary  to 
meei  the  expences  of  the  empire,  are  the  result 
of  natural,  direct,  or  indire<^||impost.  England 
requires  two  thousand  millions  to  defray  her  expen- 
ces, and  her  own  revenue  would  not  be  able  to  fur- 
nish more  than  one  third.  We  shall  believe  that 
Eingland  can  maintain  as  long  as  we,  this  struggle, 
when  she  shall  have  subsisted  many  years  without 
-cans,  without  consol. dating  the  exchequer  bills, 
and  when  her  payments  shall  be  made  in  specie,  or 
at  least  in  paper  exchangeable  at  pleasure. 

Any  reasonable  man  must  be  persuaded  that 
France  may  remain  ten  years  in  her  present  .state 
without  experiencing  other  embarrassments  than 
- those  she  has  experienced  for  these  ten  years,  with- 
out augmenting  her  debt  and  meeting  all  her  expen- 
ces. England  is  obliged  every  year  during  the  war, 
to  borrow  eigh^  hundred  millions,  which  in  ten 
years  would  make  eight  thousand  millions.  How 
is  it  po.ssible  to  conceive  that  she  can  succeed  in 
supporting  an  inco  ise  of  contributions  of  four 
hundred  millions  to  meet  the  interest  of  her  loans, 
when  she  can  only  now  provide  for  her  expences  by 
borrowing  eight  hundred  millions  yearly i*  The 
actual  system  of  English  finances  can  only  be  found- 
ed on  a peace  establishment.  Indeed  all  systems  of 
finances  grounded  on  loans,  aj’e  pacific  in  their 
nature,  since  borrowing  is  called  the  resources  of 
futuvi  y to  the  relief  of  present  wants.  Notwith- 
standing however,  the  accual  adrainistra  ion  of  Eng- 
land bus  prod  lined  the  principle  of  perpetual  vvar, 
this  is  as  if  the  chancellor  of  the  excliequer  had 
announced  that  he  would  propose  in  a few  years  a 
bill  of  nalional  bankruptcy.  It  is  indeed  m.atbema- 
tically  demonstrated,  that  to  wish  to  provide  for 
the  expences  with  eight  hundred  millions  of  actual 


loans  is  declaring  that,  in  a few  years,  no  other  al- 
ternative will  be  left  but  that  of  bankruptcy.  This 
observation  is  eveiy  day  made  by  di.scernmg  men; 
at  each  campaign  it  will  become  yet  moi*e  striking 
to  all  the  capitalists. 

We  are  in  the  fourth  y'ear  of  the  Spanish  war: 
and  though  it  shopld  last  a few  more  campaigns, 
Spain  shall  be  subdued,  and  the  English  driven 
from  it,  . What  are  a few  years  to  consolidate  the 
great  empire,  and  to  secure  the  tranquility  of  our 
children.  It  is  not  that  the  government  is  not  desi- 
rous of  peace,  but  it  cannot  be  made  so  long  as  ihe 
aftairs  of  England  are  directed  by  men  who  have 
declared  their  determination  of  carrying  on  a per- 
petual war;  and  would  such  a peace  be  to  France, 
without  a guarantee?  In  two  years  the  English 
fleets  would  seize  our  vessels  and  ruin  oui  cities  of 
Bordeaux,  Nantz,  Marseilles,  Amsterdam,  Genoa, 
Leghorn,  Y enice,  Naples,  Triest,  and  Hamburg,  as 
they  have  heretofore  done;  such  a peace  would  on- 
ly be  a snare  laid  for  our  commerce:  It  would  only 
be  useful  to  England,  who  would  find  a vent  for 
her  merchandize,  which  would  change  the  conti- 
nental system.  The  pledge  of  peace  is  in  tlie  exist- 
ence of  our  navy,  and  our  maritime  power. 

We  shall  be  able  to  make  peace  with  safety,  when 
we  shall  have  an  hundred  and  fifty  ships  of  the  line; 
and  notwithstanding  the  obstructions  of  war,  such 
is  the  situation  of  the  empire,  that  we  .shall  short- 
ly have  this  number  of  ships. Thus  the  gua- 

rantee of  our  fleet,  and  tha*  of  an  English  adminis- 
tration founded  on  principles  diffei’ent  from  those 
of  the  present  cabinet,  can  alone  give  peace  to  the 
universe.  It  would  be  useful  to  us  without  doubt, 
and  it  would  be  desireable  in  another  point  of  view: 
we  will  say  further,  the  continent,  the  whole  world 
call  for  it;  but  we  have  a consolation,  which  is, 
that  it  is  much  more  desirable  foi\our  enemies,  than 
for  ourselves;  and  whatever  efforts  the  English 
ministry  may  make  to  stun  that  nation  by  a crowd 
of  pamphlets,  and  by  every  thing  that  can  keep  in 
agitation  a populace  anxious  for  news,  it  cannot 
conceal  from  the  world,  how  mucli  peace  become.^ 
every  day  indispensable  to  England. 

(to  be  CONTINUE!).) 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Sj)ain  hy  Bonaparte. 

ABKIBGED  FROM  TRE  MOST  AUTAENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  III. 

(continued  FROM  PAGE  85.) 

Asturias  and  Gailacla  were  the,  first  provinces 
that  raised  the  standard;  but  the  rest  of  Spain  pur- 
sued the  same  course  so  rapidly,  as  to  show  that 
the  people  acted,  not  from  the  influence  of  example, 
but  from  one  common  feeling,  acting  co-instanta- 
neously  over  the  whole  kingdom,  in  every  pro- 
vince a junta  or  general  government  was  immediately 
formed,  who,  acting  under  the  name  of  Ferdinand, 
were  to  take  measures  for  the  general  defence,  and 
for  the  recovery  of  the  country.  Their  fii-st 
measure  was  to  issue  proclamations,  calling  upon 
the  people  to  revenge  their  brethren  who  had  been 
massacred;  to  remember  their  fathers;  to  defend 
their  wives  and  sisters;  and  to  transmit  their  in- 
heritance of  independence  to  their  childi*en.  Tliey 
reminded  them  how  Pelayo,  with  the  moun- 
taineers of  Austrias,  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  and  begrm-that  war  against  the 
Moors  which  his  postei  ity  continued  for  700  years, 
till  they  had  rooled  out  the  last  of  the  invaders.—- 
They  reminded  them  of  the  Cid,  Revdier  de  Bivar, 
a fierce  and  noble  Castilian  of  the  City  of  Burgos, 
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how,  when  the  emperor,  Henry  II.  claiined  aiiiho- 
rity  over  Sp^iin,  and  'j  couiwiil  vvlu:ie  ihe  Icing  ot 
Casdle  himself  presided,  discussed  his  preieiisions, 
thac  hero  refused  .o  deliberate  on  such  a demand, 
saying*  rhat  the  independence  of  Spam  was  ts.ab- 
lished  above  all  title;  .hat  no  trur' Spaniard  would 
suffer  i.,  .0  be  brought  in  question;  that  it  siu-uid 
he  upheld  with  their  lives;  and  that  he  declared 
himself  the  enemy  of  any  mati  who  should  advise 
the  king  to  derogate  in  one  point  from  tlie  honor  of 
their  free  country!  They  reminded  them  of  the 
baseness,  the  perfidy  and  the  cruelty  which  they 
had  already  experienced  from  that  proud  tyrant, 
wliq  arrogates,  said  they,  to  himself  iie  title  of 
arbiter  of  destinies,  because  he  has  succeeded  in 
oppressing  the  French  nation,  without  recolleciing 
that  he  himself  is  mortal  and  that  he  only  hoids 
the  power  delegated  to  him  for  our  chastisemen.. 
Had  he  not,  under  the  fai-h  of  treaties,  drawn] 
away  their  soldiers  to  the  Baltic?  Had  he  not,  in 
the  character  of  a friend  and  ally,  marched  his 
troops  into'  the  very  capital,  and  made  himseii 
master  of  the  frontier  fortresses,  then  robbed  tiiem 
of  their  Icing  and  the  wliole  of  their  royal  iamily, 
and  usurped  their  government?  What  if  they 
perished  in  resisting  these  barb.irians?  ‘‘It  is 
belter,”  said  they,  “to  die  in  the  defence  of  your 
religion  and  independence,  and  upon  your  own 
native  soil,  than  to  he  led  bound  to  slaughter,  and 
waste  your  blood  for  the  aggrandizement  of  his 
ambit. on.  The  French  conscription  comprises 

you.  If  5mu  do  not  serve  your  country,  you  will 
be  forced  away  to  perish  in  the  north.  We  lose 
noising;  for  even  should  we  fail,  we  shall  have 
freed  ourselves  by  a glorious  death,  from  the  intol- 
erable^ burden  of  u fore  gn  voke.  What  worse 
attrocities  would  t he  wor.st  savages  have  perpetrated, 
than  tliose  which  the  ruffians  of  this  tyrant  have 
committed?  They  have  profaned  our  temples, — they 
have  massacred  our  brethren,— thev  have  assailed 
our  \yive.,;]f-— more  than  2000  of  the  people  of 
M 'd‘  id,  of  thcit  City  where  they  had  been  so  hos- 
pitably received,  they  have  murtlered  in  cold  blood 
for  no  other  cause  tlian  for  having  defended  their 
families  and  themselve.s, — To  arms!  to  arms — no 
foreign  nation  could  ever  lord  it  over  us  when  wc 
resisted  as  we  .ought  Will  you  bend  your  necks  to 
the  yoke?  Will  you  allow  yourselves  to  be  insulted 
by  injur.es  the  most  perfidiou.s,  the  most  wicked 
tiie  most  disgrucefiiV' — committed  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world!  Will  you  submit  to  tlie  humiliatinsf 
slavery  that  is  prepared  for  you!  arms!  Fly  to 
arras!  not  like  the  monster  who  oppresses  you,  to 
indulge  an  insatiable  ambition;  not  like  him,  to  vio- 
late the  law  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  humanity, 

* Wiien  Murat  addressed  his  proclamation  to  the 

French  before  they  entered  Madrid  recommending 
to  them  the  “utmost  friendsnip  towards  a nation 
wliich  had  treated  them  so  kindly  on  their  march 
wliicii  wa.s  allied  to  them,  and  which  deserved  their 
friendship!”  he  thought  it  neces.sarv,  in  warning 
them  agamst  any  excesses,  to  specify,  that  all 

soldiers  found  guilty  of  violation  should  be  shot. 

The  French  armies  are  above  all  others  infamous 
for  this  worst  speicesof  atrocity.  Kuttner  says,  he 
never  heard  so  much  of  this  crime  as  in  Styria, 
when  he  passed  through  that  country  two  years 
after  he  treaty  of  Leoben.  The  excesses  com- 
mitted by  Bonaparte’s  soldiers  were  then  remem- 
bered with  tlie  greatest  horror;  and  the  peasants 
expressed  the  bitterest  indignation  against  their  own 
government  for  having  prevented  them  from  taking 
arms.  ® 


— not  to  render  yourselves  odious  to  mankind,  but 
o assist  your  coumrymen,  to  rescue  your  king  from 
Captivity:  to  restore  to  your  government,  liberty  ener- 
gy and  vigor;  to  preserve  your  own  lives  and^those 
of  your  children;  to  maintain  the  uncontroled  right 
ot  enjoying  and  disposing  of  your  properly:  and 
to  assert  the  independence  of  Spain. — The  time  is 
Come:  the  nation  has  resumed  the  sovereign  authority, 
■which,  under  such  circvmstcmces,  devolves  upon 
Lei  us  be  woruiy  of  ourselves.  Let  us  perpetuate 
tile  renown  of  our  fatner.s. — If  she  remains  firm 
and  constant,  Spain  will  triumph.  A whole  people 
is  more  powerfiil  than  disciplined  armies.  Those 
wiic  unite  to  maintain  the  independence  of  vheir 
country,  must  triumph  over  tyranny.  Spain  will 
inevitably  conquer  in  a cause  the  mos'  just  that 
has  ever  raised  Liie  cleadly  weapons  of  war;  for  she 
fights,  not  for  the  concerns  of  a day,  bui  for  tlie 
•security  and  happ.ness  of  ages;  not  for  an  insolat- 
ed  privilege,  but  for  all  the  rights  of  human  na’^ure; 
not  for  the  temporal  blessings,  but  for  eternal  happi- 
ness; not  for  the  benefit  of  one  nation,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  all  mankind,  and  even  for  France  her- 
self. Humanity  does  not  always  shudder  at  the 
sound  of  war, — the  slow  and  interminable  evils  of 
slavery  are  a thousand  times  more  to  be  abhorred: 
there  is  a kind  of  peace  more  fatal  than  the  field  of 
battle  drenched  with  blood,  and  strewed  with  the 
bodies  of  the  slain.  Such  is  the  peace  in  which 
the  metropolis  of  Spain  is  held  hy  the  enemy.  The 
most  respectable  citizens  there  is  exposed  to  the 
insolence  of  the  basest  French  ruffian;  at  every 
step  lie  has  to  endure  at  least  the  insult  of  being 
eyed  with  the  disdain  of  the  conqueror  towards  the 
conquered.  Tlie  inhabitants  of  Madrid,  strangers, 
as  it  were,  and  by  sufferance  in  their  own  houses, 
cannot  enjo/  one  moment’s  tranquil  it The 
public  festivrds,  established  by  immemorial  custom, 
ihe  attendants  on-  religious  ordinances,  are  consi- 
dered as  pretexts  for  insurrection,  and  threatened 
with  being  interrupted  by  discharge  of  cannon. — 
The  slightest  noise  makes  the  citizen  tremble  in  the 
bosom  "of  his  family.  From  time  to  time  ihe  ene- 
my run  to  arms,  in  order  to  keep  up  tlie  terror  im- 
pressed by  the  massacres  of  the  second  and  third 
of  May.  Madrid  is  a prison,  where  the  jailors 
take  pleasure  in  terrifying  die  prisoners,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  them  quiet  by  perpetual  fear. 
But  the  Spaniards  have  not  yet  lost  tlieir  country! 
those  fields,  which,  for  so  many  years,  have  seen 
no  steel  except  that  of  the  plougii  share,  are  about 
amid  the  .splendor  of  arms,  to  become  tiie  new 
cradle  of  tlieir  freedom! — Fly  then  to  the  field  of 
honor! — Life  or  death,  in  such  a cause,  and  in 
such  times  are  indiffereiit.  You  who  return  will 
be  received  by  your  country  as  her  deliverers!  and 

*.We  have  uniformly  thought  on  this  subject 
that  it  would  have  been  well  for  this  unfortunate 
people,  if  they  had  preserved  the  authority  which 
reverted  to  them  upon  'he  dereliction  of  the  royal 
family.  There  is  something  absurd  in  the  present 
plan  of  using  tlie  name  of  Ferdinand,  who  is  pro- 
bably as  base  a sycophant  as  any  of  the  wretches 
that  fawn  upon  Bonaparte.  Besides,  tliere  is 
notliing  in  the  old  king  or  the  young  king  worth 
fighting  for,  and  the  nobility  and  priesthood  had 
become  equally  contemptible.  The  chains  of  rot- 
ten momu'chy  are  probably  rivetted  upon  them 
again,  and  they  have  lost  a glorious  opportunity  of 
establishing  a government,  calculated,  like  our  own 
to  secure  the  true  rights  and  the  real  interests  of 
humanity. 
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you- whom  Iteit^n  has  destined  tt>  secure,  witii 
y p bloody  the  independence  of  your  native  land — 
t :e  honor  of  our  women- — the  purity  of  our  holy 
f ith — you  will  not  dread  the  anguish  of  the  last 
moinents.  Remember  what  tears  of  grateful  love 
will*  be  shed  over  your  graves — what  fervent  pray- 
ers will  be  sent  up  for  you  to  the  Almighty  Father 
of  mercies;  w1k>  will  hear  such  supplications,  and 
l^rant  you  your  reward  of  glory.  Lkt  all  Spain 
HecOmi:  A camp;  let  her  population  become  an 
armed  host:  let  our  youths  fly  to  the  defence  of 
the  state,  for  the  son  should  fall  before  the  father 
a-ppears  in  the  ranks  of  battle;  and  you,  tender 
mothers,  affectionate  wives,  and  fair  maidens,  do 
not  retain  within  your  embraces  the  objects  of 
your  love,  until,  from  victory  returned,  they  de- 
aerve  your  affection.  I'hey  withdraw  fi-om  you 
not  to  fight  for  a tyrant,  but  for  their  God,  for  a 
monarch  worthy  the  veneration  of  his  people;  for 
yourselves  and  for  your  companions.  Instead  of 
regretting  their  departure,  like  the  Spartan  wo- 
men, sing  ye  the  song  of  jubilee! — The  noble 
matrons,  tlie  delicate  maidens,  even  the  austere 
religious  recluse  nuns,  must  take  a part  in  this 
holy  cause:  let  them  send  up  their  prayers  to  Hea- 
ven for  the  success  of  our  undertaking,  and  succour, 
in  their  domestic  economy,  the  necessities  of  their 
warlike  sons  and  brethren.** 

Their  popular  faith  as  well  as  their  patriotism  was 
aroused.  They  were  told  to  implore  the  aid  of  the 
immaculate  conception,  of  Santiago,  so  often  the 
patron  and  companion  in  victory  of  their  ancestors; 
of  our  lady  of  battles,  whose  image  is  worshipped  in 
the  most  ancient  temple  of  Covadonga,  and  who 
had  there  so  signally  assisted  Palayo  in  the  first 
great  overthrow  of  the  Moorish  invaders.  The  fire 
flamed  the  brighter  for  this  Itoly  oil  of  superstition; 
but  it  was  kindled  by  noble  pride,  and  brave  shame 
and  indignation;  by  the  remembrance  of  what 
their  forefathers  had  been,  and  the  thought  of  what 
their  children  were  to  be.  While  their  leaders  thus 
eloquently  availed  themselves  of  the  popular  faith, 
they  called  upon  the  clerg}'  for  their  sacrifices 
W'hich  the  circumstances  of  the  country  rendered 
necessary. — “Venerable  orders  of  religion,**  said 
they,  “withhold  not  the  supplies  which  are  requir- 
ed for  the  support  of  the  common  cause.  If  your 
civic  virtues  did  not  impel  you  voluntarily  to  offer 
this  assistance,  your  interest  would  extort  it;  for 
your  incorporation  sanctified  by  authorivy, — your 
political  existence, — the  possession  of  your  proper- 
ty,r-your  individual  security,— all  depend  upon  the 
issue  of  this  war.  But  Spain  this  day  receives  from 
thos^  her  favorite  sons,  proofs  of  tlieir  affection  and 
gratitude,  for  the  riches  she  has  bestowed,  on  the 
splendor  she  has  conferred,  for  her  pious  generosi- 
ty, and  her  ardent  zeal,  in  sustaining  tlie  i*eligion 
and  the  customs  of  their  fathers.”— And  to  the 
honor  of  the  cl^gy,  no  men  exerted  themselves 
more  stenuously  in  the  cornmon  cause;  a conduct 
the  more  praiseworthy,  after  the  submission  of  their 
primate,  and  the  infamous  part  which  the  inquisi- 
tion  had  taken.— The  bishops  of  Oviedo  and  San- 
tander distinguished  themselves  by  their  zeal  and 
activity  in  Asturies  and  Bisca;  and  the  venerable 
bishop  of  Orense,  when  summoned  to  attend  Mu- 
pts*s  assemby  of  notables  at  Bayonne,  replied  to  the 
junta  in  a letter  of  mild  and  dignified  remonstrance, 
which  had  scarcely  less  effect  than  tlxe  most  amma-^ 
ted  military  proclamation.  In  Napoleon,  he  said, 
Spain  saw,  “or  she  thinks  she  sees  the  oppressor 
of  her  princes  and  of  herself.  She  looks  upon 
herself  as  enchained  and  enslaved,  when  happiness 
!s  offered  to  her.  M9re  than  is  worked  by  artifice, 


is  done  by  violence,  and  by  an  army  whicl^  had  bceh  , 
admitted  as  a friend;  eiiher  by  indiscretion  or  tirni- 
dity,  or  perhaps  by  a vile  treason  which  serves  to 
give  an  authority  tiiat  cannot  easily  be  esfoemied 
legitimate.  Who  appointed  the  serene  duke  of 
Berg  lieutenant-governor  of  the  kingdom?  Is  it 
not  an  appointment  made  at  Bayonne,  by  an  affec- 
tionate king  worthy  of  all  the  respect  aqd  love  of 
its  vassals,  but  who  is  in  the  hands  of  persons  Im- 
perious  through  the  ascendance  which,  they  haye 
gained  over  his  heart,  and  the  force  .aaid  power  to. 
-which  he  is  subjected?  And  is  it  not  a deceitful  illu- 
sion to  name  for  Ikutenant-geperal  of  tills  kin^om  . 
the  commander  of  an  army  which  threatens  it,  and 
immediately  to  abdicate  the  crown?  Did  Charles  .. 
IV.  Wish  to  retmn  to  tlie  throne  merely  to  take  it 
from  his  son?  And.  was  it  necessary  to  name  a 
lieutenant,  who  by  his  authority,  and  by  a military 
force  would  imp^e  every  effort  which  mig^t  be 
made  to  avoid  the  consummation  of  a ppject 
this  naturp.  I doubt  whether,  not  only  in  Spain, 
but  in  all  Europe,  there  can  be  found  one  sincere  , 
person  who  would  not  cry  out  in  his  heart  against 
such  extraordinary,  and  to  say  no  more,  such  sus- 
picious acts-*’ 

This  letter  from  a venerable  prelate  in  his  seventy- 
third  year,  could  not  be  read  without  shame  by  those 
who  still  hoped  or  affected  to  hope,  for  any  amelora- 
tion  in  the  state  of  Spain  from  Bonaparte, — ^fbr  the 
bishop  addressed  the  emperor  himself  as  if  he  really 
possessed  those  talents  for  legislation,  and  that  philo- 
sophy  and  benevolence,  to  which  he.  lays  claim,  re- 
presented to  him  how  imposs  ible  it  was  to  do  good  for 
a nation  by  enslaving  it; — how  strongly  all  his  pro- 
ceedings towards  it  bore  the  character  of  usurpa- 
tion and  violence;  and  he  besought  him  whatever 
might  be  the  disorders  of  Spain  not  to  persist  in  ap- 
plying remedies  to  her  in  fetters,  as,  she  was  not  mad. 

Among  the  persons  who  had  accompanied  Ferdi- 
nand to  Bayonne  was  Don  Joseph  Paeapox,  dhe 
youngest  of  three  brothers,  of  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished families  in  Arragon,  He  was  about  thirty  - 
four  years  of  age;  had  been  all  his  life  in  the  Spanish 
guai’ds  Widiout  ever  having  seen  actual  service; 
and  at  Madrid,  where  his  time  had  principally  been 
past,  was  distinguished  for  the  splendor  and  fashion 
of  his  appearance.  At  the  revolution  of  Aranjuez, 
he  was  selected  to  be  second  in  command, - under  ' 
the  marquis  de  Castellai*,  to  whose  custody  the  . 
prince  de  la  Paz  was  committed;  and  had  Palafox  ^ 
been  present  when  that  wretch  was  rescued  from  i- 
the  justice  of  his  country*  it  is  probable  he  would  : 
not  tamely  have  submitted  to  resign^  him*  From  . 
Bayonne  he  escaped  in  the  disguise  of  a peasant  to 
his  country  seat  near  Zaragoza.  The  captain  ., 
general  of  Aragon,  Guilliamah*  was  a traitoiv  . 
attempted  to  disarm  the  people;  they  .afeized  him 
and  threw  him  into  prison;  and  the  inhabitants  of  . 
Zaragoza,  and  of  the  ne  ghbouring  villages,  con-  < 
ferred  tlie  government,  by  aoclamatioii;  upon  Pala. 
fpx.  The  neighhouinng  provinces  of  Navai're  and 
Catalonia  were  possessed  by  the  French;  tlie  passes 
ofthe  Pyrenees,  leading  directly  into  Aragon,  were 
open,  and  Murat,  with  the  main  body  of  the  French 
army,  was  on  the  otlier  side  at  Madrid.  Thus  sur- 
rounded by  the  enemy,  and  in  a defencelc.ss  city» 
the  walls  and  gates  of  Zaragoza,  being  merely  fqt* 
the  purpose  of  levying  the  customs,  Palafox  declar- 
ed war  against  the  French.  The  regular  troops  which 
he  mustered  amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  and  the  public  treasury  could  furnish 
him  with  no  more  than  two  thousand  reals,  a sum 
not  equal  to  twenty  English  guineas.  The  procla- 
matien  which  he  issued.  (May  31)  wa.’i  distinguished 
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by  its  boldness.  He  declared  “the  French  emper- 
or,  all  the  individuals  of  his  family,  and  every 
French  officer  and  g-eneral,  personally  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  kin^  Ferdinand,  his  brother  and 
uncle:  that  should  the  French  army  commit  any 
robberies,  devastations,  and  murders,  either  in  Ma- 
drid or  any  other  town,  no  quarter  should  be  g^iven 
to  aiiy  of  them:  that  all  the  acts  of  the  present  go- 
vernment, and  the  transactions  at  Bayonne,  were 
illegal,  null  and  void,  and  had  been  ettorted  by  vio- 
lence: that  whatever  might  be  done  hereaf  er  by 
the  royal  family  in  France,  should,  for  the  same 
reason  be  accounted  null;  and  that  all  who  took 
an  active  part  in  such  transactions  should  be  deem- 
ed traitors  to  their  country.  If  any  violence  should 
he  anempted  against  the  lives  of  the  royal  family, 
Jhe  declared  that  the  nation  would  make  use  of  their 
elective  right  in  favour  of  the  Arch-duke  Charles, 
as  the  nephew  of  Charles  III.  in  case  the  other 
heirs  should  not  be  able  to  concur.”  This  procla- 
mation was  not  less  remarkable  for  the  prophetic 
suspicion  which  it  expressed  of  some  of  those  in 
whom  the  nation  had  confided,  and  who  held  the 
aupr^e  power  in  their  own  hands.  “They,”  he 
said,  had  been  the  first  to  form  traitorous  connec- 
tions with  the  enemy  of  the  country,  and  to  work 
its  ruin.  Thirst  of  gold  made  them  view  its  destruc- 
tion with  indifference; — though,  now  perhaps,  when 
the  resolution  of  the  people  was  known,  they  might 
change  their  purpose,  affect  a zeal  for  the  right 
cause,  and  endeavour  to  shake  off  the  yoke  which 
they  themselves  had  tried  to  impose  upon  their  Coun- 
try by  means  the  most  iniquitious.  “Should  I be 
mistaken,”  said  Palafox,  “time  will  discover  the 
truth  As  for  myself,”  addressing  the  Aragonese, 
“my  ITe,  which  can  only  be  of  any  value  to  me  as 
far  as  it  can  promote  your  happiness  and  the  pros- 
pCi-ky  of  my  beloved  country,  is  the  smallest  sacri- 
fice I can  make  f ir  the  many  proofs  of  confidence 
and  love  with  which  you  have  honoured  me.  My 
mind  is  neither  able  to  hai*bor  treachery,  nor  to  as- 
Bociate  with  those  who  cherish  and  protect  it.^^ 
Catalonia  and  Navarre,  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  French: — every  where  else  the  insurrection 
broke  out.  I'lie  captain-general  of  Grenada  was 
deprived  of  his  command,  for  endeavouring  to  sup- 
press the  public  spirit.  At  Carthagena  a similar 
revolution  was  effected.  Count  Florida  Bianca, 
at  trie  age  of  fourscore,  came  from  the  retirement 
Vhere  he  had  designed  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  peace  and  piety,  to  proclaim’ Ferdinand'  in 
Mdrcia-Jind  hoist  the  standard  of  independence. — 
The  p^ace  of  Valencia  burnt  the  paper  v/hlch  had 
been  i stamped  in  Murat^s  name,— ^stopped  several 
chests  of  money  which  were  on  their  way  to  Ma- 
drid,-—and  elected  the  count  of  Cervallon  for  their 
governor..  - In  this  state  of  things  it  was  necessary 
that  tliere  should  be  some  seat  of  actual  government 
to  which -the  nation  could  look,  and  this  rank  was 
.occupied  by  Seville.  The  inhabitants  of  Seville 
assembled  iii  arms,  (May  27)  and,  by  virtue  of  that 
right  which  was  inliecent  in  the  people,  called  upon 
the  constituted  authorities  to  appoint  a -supreme 
board  mf  government.  The  choice  fell  upon  men 
able,  enlightene<l,  and  truly  patriotic,  who  instantly 
began  their  work  -with  zeal  and  wisdom.  Their 
measure  was  to  establish  in  ail  the  towns  with- 
m their  jurisdiction,  containing  2000  householders, 
corresponding  juntas,  who  were  to  enlist  all  the 
inhabitants  between  .the  age  of  15  and  45,  and 
embody  them. — Funds  wei’e  to  be  raised  by  order 
of  the  supreme  j until,  on  all  corporations  and  rich 
individuals, and  above  all, by  voluntary  contributions. 
The}’  deplared  war  ag-ain.st  tiM'-euipei-or  Napokon 


and  against  France,  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  and 
of  all  the  Spanish  nation,  protesting  that  they 
would  not  lay  down  their  arms  till  tuai  emperor, 
restored  to  them  the  whole  of  their  royal  ikmily, 
and  respected  the  rights,  liberty,  and  independence 
of  the  nation  which  he  had  violated.  This,  said 
they,  we  declai-e  with  the  understanding  and  accordr 
ance  of  the  Spanish  people.— By  the  same  decla- 
ration, they  made  it  known  that  they  had  contract- 
ed an  armistice  with  England,  and  that  they  hoped, 
to  conclude  a lasting  peace. 

ro  BE  COSTTINDED. 


Lord  Sheffield. 

If  any  reflecting  .American  can  lake  up  Lord  She/, 
field’s  book  entitled,  “ Observations  on  the  Commerce 
of  the  American  States/  publisiied  in  I7b3,  and  ex . 
amine  his  prognostics,  suppositions  and  say-sos,  as 
to  the  future  and  then  existing  situation  of  our 
country  without  laughing  outright  at  his  absurdi- 
ties, he  must  possess  a small  portion,  indeed,  of  the 
spirit  of  Democritus.  The  book  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  reconciling  the  British  nation  to  the  loss 
of  her  colonies;  and,  for  aught  we  know,  answered 
a purpose  exceeding  well — perhaps,  got  his  lordship 
a pension.  But  on  reading  it, — seeing  his  nobility 
made  us  dependent  (nay,  nearly  swore,  we  should 
forever  continue  to  be  so)  upon  his  country  for  al- 
most every  article  our  necessities  or  luxuides  de- 
manded, I was  ratlier  surprised  that  his  lordship  did 
not  include  tobacco  potatoes  and  Indian  corn  among 
the  things  we  should  be  compelled  to  import  from 
England, — “at  least  for  many  ages!*’ — to  use  one 
of  his  favourite  terms. 

On  the  26ch  ot  July  last,  at  the  “great  wool  fair 
in  Leeds,’*  his  lordship  presided,  and  made  his  an- 
nual report — stating  in  Substance,  as  follows: 

That  the  manufactu^s  in  Wilcshire,  Somerset, 
shire,  and  Gloucestershire,  and  their  neighborhoods, 
are  in  general  employed,  and,  as  it  is  called,  at  fair 
work  on  the  finest  Spanish  wools. 

That,  though  no  considerable  quantities  of  su- 
perfine cloth  had  been  exported  to  foreign  countries, 
they  were  actually  scarce,  from  the  great  consump- 
tion of  them  by  British  subjects. 

That  the  foreign  wool  imported  in  1810,  amount- 
ed to  10,921,000  lbs.  the  greatest  importation  ever 
known  except  in  1807. 

That  the  official  value  of  woolen  goods  exported 
in  1810  w’as  5,774,214^. — exceeding  the  value  of  the 
exports  for  1809  by  350,000/. — and  that  the  annual 
average  value  of  woolen  goods  exported  for  forty 
years  back  was  no  more  than  4,662,523/. 

That  the  exports  of  cloth  to  America  in  the  early 
part  of  that  year  were  very  great,  in  anticipation 
of  a renewal  of  the  non-importation  law. 

That  the  East  and  West  India  demands  were  the 
same  as  usual;  but  that  very  little  business  was  do- 
ing with  Germany,  Holland  and  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope. 

That  it  was  demonstrated  that  good  wool  could 
be  raised  in  England  as  could  be  imported— lie, 
therefore  proposed  that  a duty  of  Is.  per  lb.  should 
be  laid  on  all  foreign  wool;  this  would  have  produ- 
ced a revenue  the  last  year  of  546,500/. 

That  the  scarcity  of  gold  arose  chiefly  from  the 
importation  of  grain  and  toool — that  the  deficiency 
of  grain  in  1796  brought  on  the  b:mk  restrictions 
in  1797 — that  the  annual  average  value  of  grain  im- 
ported, from  that  year  to  the  present,  amounted,  to 
seven  rnillions  of  pounds — which  with  the  foreign 
wool- received  caused  an  unnecessary  yearly  drain  ot 

ten  millions- /icr’artTtuvJ. 
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His  lordship  goes  on,  and  says— 

“I  fear  some  of  these  details  will  appear  super- 
fluous, but  they  are  necessaiy  to  justify  and  explain 
some  conclusions  that  I mean  to  draw  from  them: — 

“That  the  demands  for  woolens  for  the  home 
market  is  not  diminished,  but  probably  much  in- 
creased, and  that  the  export  of  them  is  much  in- 
creased also. 

“That,  comparatively,  wiih  the  whole  amount  of 
the  manufacture,  die  demand  for  foreign  countries 
with  which  we  are  now  at  war,  was  not  considera- 
ble. 

“That  it  is  not  the  decay  of  the  manufacture,  or 
the  want  of  demand  for  it,  but  difficulties  respect- 
ing money  and  the  great  stock  of  w ool  in  hand,  tliat 
occasion  the  debasement  in  price. 

“That  speculations  in  foreign  wools,  and  the  ex- 
travagant variations  of  price,  have  deranged  the 
trade  and  manufacture  of  that  article;  but  those 
wools  being  now  reduced  to  their  former  price,  and 
the  manufacture  of  them  being  principally  for  the 
home  market,  there  is  little  doubt  of  its  being  re, 
stored  to  its  former  state. 

“That  the  scarcity  of  gold  is  not  to  be  attributed 
merely  to  the  war,  to  the  particular  conduct  of  the 
enemy,  nor  to  the  hostile  and  unfriendly  conduct 
of  the  American  states,  but  in  a great  degree  to  bad 
policy  in  our  interior  management. 

“That  through  the  want  of  a due  encouragement 
of  agriculture  and  the  cultivation  of  waste  lands, 
this  country  has  paid  during  the  last  15  years,  con- 
siderably more  than  1 0,000, 000^.  sterling  yearly,  for 
grain  and  wool,  which  might  have  been  raised  in 
the  united  kingdom. 

“That  the  great  import  of  grain  in  1796,  occasion- 
ed a drain  of  gold,  much  more  than  foreign  subsidies 
and  in  a great  degree  brought  on  the  bank  restric- 
tion  in  1797,  and  that  the  value  of  grain  imported 
in  the  years  1800  and  1801,  amount  to  19,000, OOOZ. 
sterling. 

“That  large  quantities  of  gold  coin  are  not  ne- 
cessary to  commerce,  as  apppears  from  the  exam- 
ple particularly  of  Holland  and  Scotland,  which 
countries  had  a very  small  quantity  of  coin  in  their 
most  flourishing  state. 

“That  the  restoration  of  confidence  is  more 
wanted  than  any  other  circumstance  to  promote 
the  woolen  manufacture.” 

The  meeting  appeared  very  much  satisfied  with 
the  report. 

The  wool  buyers  acknowledged  the  fairness  and 
correctness  of  the  statement;  they  said  they 

HAD  SUFFEHED  SO  MUCH,  THAT  THE  THADE 
COULD  MOT  AFFOKD  EVEM  THE  REDUCED  PRICES 
PFOPFSED  by  his  lordship,  AMD  THEY  ALLUD- 
ED TO  THE  MOM-IMPORTATIOM  LAW  OF  THE 
AMERICAM  STATES.  IjOrd  SHEFFIELD  ilisisted 
^‘that  the  home  consumption,  and  the  export  trade,, 
being  both  increased,  there  w'^as  no  ground  for  a 
reduction  of  the  price  given  of  late  years  for  the 
South  Boim  wool,  except  that  of  the  market  being 
overstocked  with  foreign  wool.  That  he  was  satisfied 
that  if  a non-intercourse  with  the  American  states 
should  continue  for  a time  through  a partiality  for 
France,  or  the  ivrong-headedness  of  a party  in  the 
Jlmirican  statea,  it  will  not  be  general.  ^The  peo- 
ple of  that  country  will  not  yo  naked  through  their  af- 
fection to  the  French,  or  enmity  to  this  country.  It 
does  not  appear,  lie  said,  that  they  can  get  clothing 
f'om  any  other  country  at  present,  nor  will  it  be  pos- 
sible for  them,  for  a long  time,  to  manufacture  sujfi- 

'■^ntly  for  themselves ; and  this  is  most  certain,  that 
• cannot  get  payment  for  their  produce  or  mer- 


chandize but  through  this  country,  and  that  the  unit- 
ed kingdom  can  get  every  article  of  the  America?), 
states*  produce  or  merchandize,  full  as  good  and 
cheap,  from  other  countries  ** 

Though  his  lordship’s  fine  theories  and  positive 
assertions  are  cut  up  by  the  roots  by  the  simple  ob- 
servation of  die  wool  buyers,  we  are  content  to  let 
them  pass  for  what  they  are  worth,  widiout  any 
comment.  But  we  regret  to  see  such  miserable 
stuff  re-published  in  an  American  paper  wi‘h  strong 
marks  of  approbation,  and  recommended  to  tlic 
perusal  of  our  members  of  Congress!  It  is  noto- 
rious that  Sheffield  is  among  the  most  rancorous 
enemies  wm  have  in  Europe;  understood  as  host  He 
to  us  in  every  particular;  and  eagerl}’’  embracing 
every  occasion  to  speak  falsely  of  us  and  our  coun* 
try,  as  is  shewn  in  all  his  works.  He  never  will 
forgive  us  our  “rebellion” — would  f'etier  our  trade 
by  every  means  in  his  power;  and  seems  as  though 
he  would  move  heaven  and  earth  to  check  oUi' 
prosperity. 


Newspapers. 


Thomas’  “History  of  printing”  gives  a 

list 

of 

the  news  papers  published  in  the  United  Stales, 

in 

the  commencement  of  the  year  1810. — Of  these. 

N.  Hampshire  has 

12 

Virginia 

24 

Massachusetts 

38 

North -Carolina 

10 

Rhode -Island 

7 

Soiith-Carolina 

10 

Connecticut 

Georgia 

13 

Vermont 

14  ' 

Kentucky 

17 

New-York 

66  1 

Tennessee 

6 

Pennsylvania 

71  1 

Ohio* 

14 

Delaware 

1 Indiana  Territory 

1 

Maryland 

21  1 

1 Missis.sippi  Territory 

1 

New-Jersey 

8 ! 

Orle.ans  Territory 

10 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

4 

Louisiana  Territorv 

1 

In  all  3641! — Of  these,  19  are  duplicates 

(being 

country  papers;)  9 were  published  before  the  revo- 
lution; 25  are  daily;  16  thr.ce  weekly;  33  semi- 
weekly; 262  weekly;  8 are  pr.n'ed  ;n  German 
5 in  French;  2 in  Spanish;  158  Republican;  157 
Federal,  and  the  rest  neuter. 

We  venture  to  say,  that  no  countay  in  the  world 
presents  such  a number  and  variety  of  public  prints. 
That  is  the  fruit  of  that  free  and  elective  govern- 
ment which  distinguishes  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  newspapers  printed  in  England 
is  also  very  great.  It  is  collected  from  the  records 
of  the  stamp-office,  wh-.ch  must  give  rather  above 
than  below  the  real  extent  of  the  circulation.  .From 
this  source  it  appears  that 

In  1790,  there  were  published,  14,035,659 

1791,  14,794,153 

1792,  15,005,760 
In  the  year  1808,  there  were  ptiblished  in  London, 


Daily  morning  papers. 

Daily  evening  papers, 

Tliree  times  a week. 

On  Sundays, 

Once  a week,  on  other  days. 
Country  papers  in  England, 
Papers  in  Ireland, 

Papei's  in  Scotland; 


9 
7 
9 
17 

19—61 

98 

35 

19 


Total  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  213 

AYe  have  formed  the  succeeding  estimate  of  tiie 
newspapers  annually  published  in  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  contrastimr  it  with  the  statement 
of  the  number  publislied  in  England. 

*'Fhe  first  settlement  m tins  state  was  about  theyeo'' 
1788. 
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25  papers,  avergiiig  1000 

each>  pubiijaecl  oil  da_vs  in  eacU 
year,  deducting  Sundays  and 
Cnnsunasaiid  Uie  tburth  ol'Juiy, 
give  per  aimum 

19  ‘ duplicates,^ ‘ generally  published 
ttji  ee  ciines  in  a week,  it^suedfi  om 
the  odices  oi  die  daily  papers,  will 
aver^l^e  300  each,  published  156 
da  vs  in  tlie  >ear 

16  ^‘thrice  •weekly,^''  averaged  at 
1500  eacii,  pal>iiiided  upon  156 

days  , ^ 

33  ‘*semi  tveehly^*  at  1000  each,  for 
104  publications, 

262  ^^tieekly^  at  750  each— for  52 
ditto 


Papers.  Brazillettd  - - - 

Coil  on  - * - , 

J 1 p . 

l.og  wood  (Campeachy)  . 

7.775.000  Copper 
Tallow  - 

Cochineal  - 
Granillalla,  or  Sylvester  - 
889,200  Sugar  (principally  Havana, 
Sarsaparilla  - - - 

Indigo,  (chiefly  Flotant 

3.584.000 
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- 870  quintals 
7,725  do. 
3,572  do. 
29,029  do. 
21,849  do. 
5,307  do. 

\ Arrobas 
5 of  251bs 


3.432.000 

9.542.000 


Grand  total  25,222,200 

The  preceding  calculation  is  formed  on  a reasonable 
data — and  is  rather  under  ihan  above  the  number 
actually  printed  in  the  United  States,  every  year. 
To  which  should  be  added,  to  aid  the  commparison, 
an  estimated  number  Oi  supplements  and  extras,  all  of 
which  issued  from  the  British  press,  are  liable  to  the 
stamp  du^y,  and  therefore  computed;  but  not  taken 
into  view  in  the  foregoing  aggregate.  t 

I vesnlis,  that  in  t3ie  United  States  there  are 
published  364  newspapers,  for  a [white]  population 
of  about  6 tail - ions  of  souls  —and;  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  213,  for  16  millions.  From  the  Ameri- 
can press,  making  an  allowance  for  supplements  and 
extras,  there  are  annually  issued,  at  least,  twenty-six 
millions  of  newspapers;  from  the  English  press 

about  fifteen  millions for,  though  the  calculation 

of  the  latter  is  as  far  back  as  the  year  1792,  there 
are  many  reasons  to  believe  (among  them,  chiefly, 
the  great  advance  of  their  prices,  and  the  increased 
difficulty  of  the  people  to  obtain  a livelihood)  that 
the  number  of  newspapers  printed  in  England  has 
not  been  augmented  since  then. 

We  recollect  to  have  seen,  sometime  since,  an 
estimate  of  the  number  printed  in  France,  and  shoud 

be  glad  to  annex  it but  that  estimate  was  formed 

jong  before  Bonaparte’s  gothic  decree  respecting 
^he  press,  and  it  would  be  unapt  to  the  present  times. 

South  America. 

From  the  following  account  of  arrivals  at  Cadiz, 
in  the  year  1809,  from  South  America,  and  list  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  vessels,  some  general  idea  may  be 
obtained  of  the  immensely  valuable  product  of  that 
extensive  country.  But  in  forming  a mental  esti- 
mate, it  ought  to  be  considered,  that  during  this 
time  many  of  the  provinces  were  in  a state  of  revo- 
lution, or  actual  revolt,  from  the  mother-country, 
and  that,  in  others;  the  state  of  Spain  herself,  un- 
certain as  she  still  is,  of  her  destiny,  must  have 
forbidden  that  free  and  unreserved  intercourse 
which,  in  more  peacible  times,  it  must  be  supposed, 
would  have  existed. 

From  Laguira  there  arrived  at  Cadiz,  in  the  year 
1809,  39  vessels;  Buenos  Ayres,  29;  Cumana,  6; 
Havana,  71;  Vera  Cruiz,  43;  Porto  Cavello,  9; 
Carthagena  7;  Santa  Martlta,  1;  Porto  Rico,  9; 
Lima,  6;  Oronoke,  1;  Santiago  de  Cuba,  2; 
Guayana,  1;  Maricaibo,  6;  Matanzes,  4;  Guati- 
mala,  2: — making  in  all,  230,  many  of  winch  were 
exceedingly  large  and  burthensome — in  all  which 
was  imported — 

, Block  tin 2,736  quintals 

Festic  , . . - 1,283  do. 


Jesuit’s  bark 
Pimento  - 
Cocoa  (Caracas)  - 
Do  (Guayaguil  Peru) 
Hides  . - - 

Do.  for  soals 
Do.  tanned 
Do.  horse  - 
Horn  tips  - 
Horns  - - - ' 

Guanaco  tyool 

Hellebori  Pultis  (Helebore) 

Vienna  wool  - - - 


do. 

idem 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


13,864 

874 
1,191,956 
15,394 
1,342,650 
2,  94,922 
3,028,277 
458,800 
75,550  I Fanegas 
21,239  5 of  llOlbs 
346,189 
7,999 
2,364 
19,300 
283,900 
34,412- 

bales  about 
5 300*lbs 

27 


17 
33 1 


341 

66 


boxes  of 
100  lbs 
do. 


barrels 

boxes 


Tortoise  shell  . - - 

Gum  Copaf  . - - - 

Achiote,  the  seed  of  a tree  in  ^ 

South  America,  used  as  a dye  5 
Sab.  beef  - - - - 5,919 

Segars,  in  sugar  boxes  equal  1 „ 

to  20  of  the  ordinary  size  5 
Snuff,  in  idem  - 271 

Do.  in  pachment  - . 2,971  bales  lOOlbs 

The  abovt  imports  have  been  estimated  at  a value 
of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars— besides 
which,  ^27,400,34!,  were  received  at  the  custom- 
house, in  specie;  inuking  a grand  total  of  nearly 
fifty  raillions-t-to  this  aggregate  should  be  added 
many  millions  in  specie  and  goods,  clandestinely 
received  by  individuals. 


Congress. 


A writer  in  the  Fredoninn  has  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing table  to  give  a comparative  view  of  tllte  num- 
ber of  senators  and  representatives  from  the  seve- 
ral states,  by  the  census  of 1800  and  18lo — suppos- 
ing the  present  ratio  (33,000  inhabitants  to  a repre- 


Senators  and  Representatives  in 

1800 

1810 

New  Hampshire,  - 

- 7 

8 

Vermont,-  . i . . _ 

6 

8 

Massachusetts,  and  Main,  - 

- 18 

23 

Connecticut,  - 

9 

9 

Rhode  Island,  - - - - 

- 4 

4 

Nevv-York, 

19 

31 

New- Jersey,  - 

- 8 

9 

Pennsylvania,  - - - i - 

20 

26 

Delaware,  - 

- 3 

4 

Maryland,  ----- 

11 

13 

Virginia,  - - - . . 

- 24 

29 

North  Carolina,  - - - - 

14 

17 

South  Carolina,  - 

- 11 

13 

Georgia,  - - - - - 

6 

9 

Tennessee,  - 

- 4 

9 

Ohio, 

3 

8 

Kentucky, 

- 8 

14 

Orleans,  should  it  adopt  a state  ^ov.  - 

0 

3 
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The  British  Parliament. 

As  immediately  connected  with  remarks  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Rjc^isxjmi,  the  following  statement 
of  the  durations  of  the  severs^  parliaments,  in  the 
reign  of  the  present  king  may  be  acceptable; 

New  Parliament  in  1790 


ditto 

1768 

ditto 

- 1796 

ditto 

177-4 

ditto 

- 1802 

ditto 

1780 

ditto 

- 1806 

ditto  - - 

-.1784- 

ditto 

- 1807 

Austrian  Statistics. 

Anterior  to  the  famous  treaty  of  Pitnitz,  and  the 
first  war  against  France,  by  which  that  country 
was  to  have"  been  partitioned  among  the  royal  con- 
spirators as  Poland  was.  the  dominions  ot 
Imuseof  Austria  were  designated  as  follows:— 


the 


1.  The  whole  circle 
of  Austria,  containing 
the  archduchy  of  Aus- 
1iria,thft  duchies  ofSty. 
ria,  Carinthia,  Carni- 
ola,  the  Tyrol  and  Vo- 
rarlburg,  Priul,theter- 
ritory  of  Triest,  Saltz- 
burg,  and  some  other 
small  states. 

2.  Th^  kingdom  of 
Bohemia. 

3.  The  marquisate 
of  Moravia. 

4.  The  kingdom  o. 
Hungary 

5.  Austrian  Silesia 

6.  Do.  Netherlands 

7.  Lombardy  [Italy] 

8.  Illyria,withlstria. 

&c.  - - - - - 

9.  Transylvania 

10.  The  Buckowine 
11.  GalliciaandLodo* 

Ineria.  [Poland] 

12.  Slavonia 
13.  Croatia&Dalraatia 
14rrinciplalityofSwabi 
Totals 


Square 

miles. 


Popula- 

tion. 


44,528 


6,336 


5,200,000 


15,3762,806,493 


1,256,240 


59,5366,300,000 
1,296  250,000 
7,504  2,000,000 
3,072*1,324,000 


12,928 

16,800 

2,900 

37.000 

10.000 
8,000 
1,600 


1.330.000 

1.250.000 
130,000 

3,903,297 

250.000 

770.000 

200.000 


Revenue^ 
in  dollars. 


17,163,000 

6,216,000 

1,943,600 

9,002,153 
278, 6u4 
1,592,067 
1,454,585 

1,200,000 

1,970,000 

200,000 

6,000,000 

274.000 

600.000 
350,000 


1.  Part  of  upper  Aus 
tria 

2.  The  Netherlands 

3.  Lombardy 

4.  Illyria  with  Istria, 
8cc. 

5.  The  Buckowine 

6.  Gallicia  and  Lodo- 
meria 

7.  Croatia  and  Dal- 
matia 

8.  Saltzburg  and  Ber 
tochsgalden 

9.  The  Brisgau,  &c, 

10.  Carinthiaf 

11.  Carniolaf 

12.  The  Tyrol,  Vo- 
rarlberg 

Totals 


Square 
miles.  \ 
'^0 
7,504 
3,'72 

12,928 

2,900 

37,000 

8,000 

3,772 
832 
3,100 
2, .^18 

6,960 


Po^la- 1 Revenue, 

Hon.  in  dolLurs. 

■ 2i8,no 

2,v-K)0,000 


1,324,0-0 

1,330,000 

130.000 

3,903,297 

770.000 


450.000 

115.000 


60'j,aoo 

1,592,067 

1,454,585 


1,200,000 

200,000 

6,000,000 

600,000 


400,' 00 
130,000 
300,000}  1,193,44^ 
400,000  1,044,976 


610,000  1,829,356 


11551007  16,244.426 


92,136 

If  these  statements  may  be  depended  upon,  theri 
remains  to  Austria,  134,740  square  irdles,  15,519,02^ 
inhabitants;  and  a revenue  of  ^31,999,573. 

Since  the  first  war  against  France,  the  former  Vei 
netian  territory  east  of  the  Adige,  with  the  capital 
city,  was  ceded  to  Austria  by  France,  in  exchange, 
but,  as  it  has  since  been  lost  to  her,  no  notice  is  t^^ 
en  of  it. 


48,244,009 


226876-26970030 

Besides  those  enumerated  there  were  some  small 
states  or  territories  which  are  generally  included  in 
the  estimates  to  which  they  seemed  most  properly 
to  belong. 

It  was  well  observed  by  a late  writer  that  the 
^geography  of  Germany  is  the  most  perplexed  of 
any  region  in  the  globe.*’  After  a whole  day’s 
hard  labor,  we  werfe  tempted  to  cast  our  work  under 
foot;  so  contradictory  and  confused  were  the 
various  statements  to  which  we  referred,  though 
some  of  them  are  of  late  date,  and  apparently 
Worthy  of  credit.  In  several  instances  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  To  judge  for  ourselyes;  and  form- 
ed estimates  from  the  circumstances  and  facts  as 
they  appeared  before  us;— and,  on  the  whole,  are 
tempted  to  conclude  that  thepreceding  schedule  is, 
perhaps,  as  correct  as  any  otber- 

By  tlie  several  wars  with  France,  Austria  has  lost 
the  following  countries — being  severally  annexed  to 
the  French  empire  or  attached  to  some  of  the  new 
made  kingdoms  of  Italy,  Bavana,  Saxony,  West- 
phalia, Wirtemhnrg;  the  grand  duchy  of  Warsano^, 
Stc.as  we  shall  attempt  more  particulaidy  to  describe 
on  some  future  occasion  when  speaking  of  thes^ 
states* 


A NOVEL  PROCESSION. 

At  the  Berkshire  cattle  show  in  Pittsfield,  (Mass.) 
a procession  was  formed  on  the  public  square,  and. 
proceeded  through  the  principal  streets  in  tlie  follow- 
ing order: 

Sixty  yoke  of  prime  oyen,  connected  by  chains, 
and  drawing  a plough  held  by  Charles  Goodrich, 
Esq.  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Fairfieia,  being  the  two 
most  aged  farmers  present. 

Farmers  of  the  country  carrying  a flag,  represent- 
ing a sheaf  of  wheat  on  one  side  and  a plough  oa 
the  other. 

A large  stage  drawn  oxep,  carrying  on  it  a 
large  broadcloth  loom,  with  a flying  shuttle  and  a 
spinning  jenny  of  40  spindles— both  of  these  ma- 
chines in  actual  opeiation  by  skilful  workmen. 

Mechanics  of  fhe  country  carry  ing  a flag,  repre- 
senting a ram  on  one  side,  and  a shuttle  on  the  other. 

A large  stage  drawn  by  horses,  carrying  on  it 
various  , specimens  of  Berkshire,  ,ip,um%ctures, 
among  which  were  a number  of  rqlfs  of  broad  pioth, 
rolls  of  sail  duck,  handsome  rose  Wi^pkets,  nius- 
kets,  &c.  with  the  flags  of  f ie  United  ,8t^le&  ^ 
this  coiumvin Wealth,  displayed  on  it i 

Officers  and  members  of  BerK^hire  Agr^C^^ 
‘tural  Society,  with  heads  of  wfieaf  (being  the  b^dge 
of  the  socief)')  in  their  hats,  ; : r 

The'  whole  was  attended  and  regulated Jhy  the 
marshal  of  the  day  pii  horseback,  (M  Sheriff  Lar- 
hedj  together  With  four  deputy  marshals,  all  pidUnt- 
ed  on  white  horses,  and  carrying  the  hadgeV  of 
their  office.  The  members  qf  the  Pitfsfield  bh^d  of 
music  accompanied  and  ehliven.ed  .the  processipnt 
A number  of  preniium.s  were  awarded  bv  the 
Berkshire  Agricultural  Society,  according  to  previ- 
ous‘regulations.  . 


tries 

with  the  . 

mineral  productions  of  great  value,  wlfich  rhateri- 
ally  affect  it,  arid  may  produce  the  giwh  ag^gates. 
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...,^ri^  i^pql^.tj^avejilso  resolved  to  pay  certain  pre 
• niiums  lipon  nqiiselipjcl minufactured  woolen  clotlis, 
to  be  exhibited  in  January  next. 

SEA  TURTLE. 

A few  days  since,  a curious  whose 

dim^r|sions.  were*  minutely  taken  un<ler  the  eye  of 
chill,  Wits  caught  about  30  miles 
of  Sandy  H6ok,  and  brought  to  New-York. 
■\Vhpn  struck  with  a harpoon  he  took  a slanting 
*direottoh  'and  soon  run  out  all  the  l,me  to  which  it 
wa^.  mane  ^fast,  a'ld  came  well  nigh  to  take  the 
'hhafundfei^  ft  \k  % Testndo  Canaria  or  J^eather 
topt^ise,  a native  ‘of  the  East  Indies,  and  the  first 
jseerf  on'diit*  coast.  He  very  soon  died  in  conse- 
j^iience  of  hrs^  wnund;  but  Was  purchased  for 
;*  ^cud4er*^,  museum- 

“ '■  ^ hiMETVsroNs.  Feet.  Inches^ 

Length  from  the  extremity  of  the  snout 
■ ■ to  tile  end  of  the  tail,  ; 7 6 

- Length  of  the  buckler  between  the  neck 
K -■  and  tail,  ? ■ 5/  8 

^ the  body,  8 0 

Circuipference  of  the  buckler,  13  2 

Do.  dq.  neck,  3 5 

r pQ.  do.  fore  fin  above  the  joint  2 5 

; Dp.  ,t  do,  fore  fin  at  the  joint,  2 8 

^ -,1  Length  pf  the  fore  fin, . .3  9 1-2 

Length  of  the  neck  and  head  from  the  , , 

buckler,  1 7 1-2 

Distance  between  the  extreme  tips  of  the 

two  fore  fins,  . , 8 5 

Breadth  of  the  buckler,  . 3 10 1-2 

Length  of  the  hinder  fin,  2 1 

Distance  between  the  extreme  tips  of 

the  two  hinder  fins,  ’ ’ 5 5 

Length  of  the  tail  1 0 

Gircum'ference  of  the  tail  in  the  middle,  1 5 
' Projection  of  the  tail  bpyond  the.buckler,  0 4 
' Width. of  the  mouth  across  from  corner 

to  corner,  0 10 

Distance  from  the  upper  to  the  lower 
extrem  ity  of  the  j aws  when  the  mouth 
was  wide  open,  0 9 1-2 

(Circumference  of  the  eye-ball  after  ex- 
traction from  the  socket,  0 5 1-2 

His  weight  when  taken  was  supposed  to  be  rising 
9 cwt.  but  from  the  loss  of  blood  previous  to  his 
death;  he  ifveighed  only  8 cwt. 


THE  COMET. 

Time  whose  wheels  are  constantly  rolling  for- 
ward, has  brought  to  our  view  a comet  of  our 
system,  whicfi  perhaps  has  been  for  hundreds  of 
years  fiyi^^g  with  inconceivable  velocity  through  the 
vast  field  ^ of  ^i;t;her,  millions  oF  miles  beyond  the 
ken  of  m © rial  sight.  It  is  in  our  meridian,  and 
^bout  in  oliy  zenith  at  12  d’elock,  and  may  be  seen 
n the  N.  W.  about  7 in  the  evening.  Its  tail  at 
esent  may  he  computed  at  784,000  miles  in  length, 
^d  is  constantly  increasing  as  the  comet  approach- 
gg  the  sun:  ‘ ; 

The  human  tttind,  uncultivated  with  science,  b 
.urried  with  a thousand  emotions,  when  they 
«*ew  this  uncommon  blaze  of  light  streaming 
vhrough  the  azure  concave.  But  few  of  us  now 
tiving  have  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  one 
iof  those  splendid  orbes  of  Heaven’s  architect; 
though  it  is  understood  that  there  are  twenty-one 
comets  belonging  to  our  system,  which  perform 
their  revolution  round  the  sun  in  every  direction  in 
longer*  and  shorter  periods  However,  only  three 
of  the  above  have  been  calculated  to  any  degree  of 
certainty. 


Comets  are  solid  bodiea  like  earth;  they 
perform  their  revolutions  in  vast  ecliptic  orbits, 
which  brings  them  nearer  tO'  the  suh  in  one  part  of^ 
their  revolution.  Whenever  tliey  approach  the  sua 
there  are  fine  streams  of  light,  which  seem  te  is&uc 
from  the  body  of  the  comet  in  the  form  ofa^tail^. 
and  are  considered  to  arise  from  the  intense  heat 
they  receive  from  the  sun.  These  tails  diminish  as 
the  comet  recedes  from  the  sun,  and  filially  dis-' 
appear.  ' f 

The  Comet  that  appeared  in  1680,  in  its  nearest 
approach,  came  within  forty-nine  thousand  miles 
of  the  sun’s  body:  at  which  time  the  heat  of  the 
sun  on  the  comet  must  have  been  2000  times  hotter 
than  red  hot  iron.  No  substance  that  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  in  our  world  could  have  endured  such 
a degree  of  heat.  Its  tail  at  this  time  measured  more 
than  80,000,000  of  miles  in  length.  We  may  calcu- 
late that  this  comet  is  now  beyond  the  planetary 
system,  on  its  way  through  the  vast  expanse,  till  it 
shall  arrive  to  the  amazing  distance  of  10,000  mil- 
lions of  miles  beyond  the  orb  of  the  planet- 
Saturn,  at  which  distance  it  will  arrive  in /the 
year  1967,  and  then  begin  its  return  forwads  to  the 
sun  again.  Some  of  the  ancients  concluded  that  the 
comets  were  so  many  hells  to  torment  the  damned, 
by  the  extreme  vicissitude  of  heat  and  cold; — 
but  we  know  not  but  these  opaque  bodies  may  be 
habitations  for  rational  creatures  suited  to  such 
climes. 

What  an  august  idea  does  it  give  of  our  system!' 
yet  if  our  sun  with  all  theplanets  belonging  to  the 
system  were  to  be  annihilated,  they  would  no  more 
be  missed  by  an  eye  that  could  take  in  the  whole 
universe,  than  a, grain  of  sand  taken  from  the  .sea 
shore.  Let  us  then  in  the  language  of  inspiration, 
cry  out — “iTViafb  many  that  thou  art  mindful  of  himl^ 

[JY.  Courier. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Though  the  following  is  not  of  a late  date,  its  value 
is  not,  on  that  account,  diminished — the  nature 
of  the  facts  it  communicates,  justly  entitles  it  te 
a place  in  the  Registeh. 

Port  Gibsox,  {JVatcheSy)  Dec.  Sth,  1809.— The- 
senior  class  of  the  school,  near  port  Gibson,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Mississippi  on  the  28th  ult.  to  measure 
the  quantity  of  water  that  decends  that  river  in  a 
given  time.  They  constructed  a graphometer  with- 
so  great  a radius,  thatthey  ascertained  angles  to  the 
fraction  of  a minute,  and  a log  line,  with  which 
they  measured  the  velocity  of  the  stream. 

The  position  they  took  was  about  a mile  and  a 
half  below  the  Grand  Gulph  where  the  river  was 
4376  feet  wide  and  never  swells  above  its  banks.— 
They  sounded  the  bottom  seven  times,  and  as  often 
took  the  velocity  of  the  current.  The  greatest  deph 
was  twenty  fathoms,  and  gaeatest  veloeity  nbt  quite 
three  miles  an  hour.  The  quantity  that  decends 
here  in  a minute  is  673,400  tons,  and  40,404,000  in 
an  hour.  If  these  respective  numbers  be  multiplied, 
by  2,44  &c,  the  quantity  will  arise  which  decends 
at  the  Common  height  of  the  annual  inundations? 
on  the  supposition  that  the  velocity  is  then  accumu- 
lated one-third,  and  the  depth  tliircy  feet  greater. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  Grand  Gulph,  to 
measure  an  abyss  which  strikes  the  distant  navagator 
with  dread.  But  in  the  present  stage  of  the  waters 
it  is  stnnped  of  all  its  terrors.  Above  the  stream 
moves  easterly  with  a velocity  of  three  miles  an 
hour  at  right  angles  against  a high  bluff  of  soft, 
imperfect  s-one;  whence  it  results  at  an  angle  of 
sixty-one  degrees  through  a contracted  span  of  tw* 
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thousand  feet,  to  the  western  shore;  hence  the 
accumulated  waters  seek  an  equilibrium  by  a reiro- 
. gade  current  in  a wide  semicircular  basin  on  the 
east^  The  eddy  on  the  west,  is  feeble,  and  scarcely 
perceptible.  The  line  betw^een  the  two  currents  is 
distinctly  marked  by  the  perpetual  ebullition  of  the 
conducting  waters. 'The  basin  is  seventeen  fathoms 
deep,  is  covered  with  innumei-able  small  vortices, 
and  has  a velocity  of  one  mile  and  one  and  a half 
an  hour,  which  is  greatly  increased  by  the  swell 
of  the  river.  In  the  Grand  Gulph,  how<wer,  there 
is  nothing  but  the  name  formidable  to  .he  navigator. 

The  bluff  is  here  two  hundred  and  sixteen  feet 
high,  the  direct  channel  is  forty  four  and  a half  fa- 
thoms deep,  and  the  whole  bed  of  the  river  of  solid 
rock.  While  the  Mississippi  therefore  is  eveiy 
Vhere  else  perpetually  receding  from  one  bed  and 
forming  another,  it  has  probably  flowed  on  the  same 
here  for  ages  and  will  for  ages  to  come. 


The  'hronide. 

Michael  Keppele,  Esq.  is  elected  mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia, wee  Robert  Wharton,  Esq.  declined. 

Lisbon  is  really  stuffed  with  American  produce, 
if  “extracts  of  letters”  are  to  be  believed.  On  tlie 
7th  of  September  last,  there  were  at  that  port,  for 
sale,  170,000  barrels  of  flour;  720,000  bushels  of 
corn;  300,000  bushels  of  oats;  800,000  bushels  of 
barley;  30,000  barrels  of  rye  meal;  25,000  barrels 
corn  meal,  with  great  quantities  ol  biscuit,  beef, 
pork,  Stc. 

We  have  no  intelligence,  since  our  last,  from  the 
armies  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  Wellington’s  head- 
quarters were  at  Fuenves  Guinaldo  in  Spain — rein- 
forcements are  constantly  arriving  from  England. 

It  is  said  that  John  Quincy  Adams  has  declined 
to  accept  his  appointment  to  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

We  learn  that  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Mo- 
bile has  received  positive  orders  from  the  captain- 
general  of  Cuba  to  refuse  a passage  to  armed  vessels, 
or  powder,  belonging  to  the  United  States.  If  the 
attempt  is  made,  as  we  claim  a right  to  the  free  na- 
vigation of  the  Mobile  river,  it  may  be  justly  pre 
sumed  the  Spaniards  will  be  expelled  from  the 
territory. 

A new  road  is  to  be  opened  by  the’ United  States 
troops  on  the  S.  W.  frontier,  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
Fort  Stoddart.  Tae  distance  from  Fort  Stoddart  to 
Tennessee,  is  280  miles;  to  Fort  Hawkins,  359 
miles;  to  Millc'dgeville,  Geo.  360  miles. 

The  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  legislature, 
at  their  last  session,  to  view  the  northern  and  south- 
ern turnpike  routes  from  Harrisburgh  to  Pitts- 
burgh, on  the  4th  instant,  deposited  their  report, 
with  a correct  draft  accompanying  the  same,  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  bv 
which  they  have  unanimously  established  the  south 


JiJaryland  election. — The'  following  is  the  state  of 
parties  in  he  House  of  Deb  gates,  lau  ly  elected. 


Republicans. 
Hartford 
B.tl:imoie  (city) 

coinuy 

Anne  Arundle 
Annaiiolis  (city) 
Frederick 
Washington 
Cecil 

Queen  Ann’s 

Talbot 

Caroline 

Dorset 

Alleghany 


4 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

44 


Federalists. 
-Vlimtgomeiy 
Prince  George’s 
Calvei'L 
Ch.u-les 
e. ; . Mary’s 
Kent 
Somerset 
Worcester 
Dorse... 

Alleghany 


36 


Detaivare  election. — The  legislature  of  this  state 
is  composed,  as  usual,  of  six  federalists  and  three 
republicans  in  the  senate,  and  14  federalists  and  7 
republicans  in  the  house  of  representatives  At 
the  late  election  the  average  majority  for  the  .ederal 
ticket,  in 

Kent  county,  was 122 

Sussex ....  615 


Rep.  maj.  in  New  Castle  - 


737 

697 


Fed.  maj.  in  the  state  - 40 

dVew  Jersey  election. — From  a general  statement 
it  appears  that  the  republican  majority  m the  legis- 
lature isgi  ealer  than  ii  was  last  year. 

George  Washington  Campbell,  Esq.  is  elected  a 
senator  of  the  United  S ates,  from  Tennessee,  rice 
J.  Whitesides.  Esq.  resigned. 

A ship  of  450  tons  has  lately  been  launched  :n 
the  Scioto  river!  The  steam  boat  of  Ohio  is  to  carry 
400  tons!! 


them  route. 

[Phil,  paper. 

The  distances  are: 

Miles 

Per. 

Northern  Route, 

214 

60 

Southern  do.  by  Chambersburg, 

193 

35 

Middle  do. 

188 

22 

The  Boston  Patriot  mentions — that  a gentleman, 

a few  days  since,  in  paying  his  first  instalment  to  the 
State  Bank  observed,  “that  the  money  (gold)  had 
been  in  his  possession  ever  since  the  siege”  [of 
Boston!] 

It  is  said,  that  the  country  at  present  forming  the 
territory  of  Orleans,  lately  authorized  by  Congress 
to  be  erected  into  a state,  is  to  be  called  Washing- 

TOK. 


The  Ecii!>r’s  Department 

QT/’TAere  is  still  a complete  dearth  of  politics  anil 
netvs. 

That  portion  of  the  manifesto  of  Caracas  which 
appears  in  this  number,  is  ratlier  tedious  and  un- 
interesting— yet  it  is  one  of  those  matters  which 
ought  to  be  registered: — the  latter  part  is  full  of 
animation  and  spirit,  and  details  some  important 
things.  The  expose  of  the  French  empire  is  an 
article  coming  so  immediately  within  our  plan,  that 
though  some  parts  of  it  have  already  been  publish- 
ed in  many  of  the  new.spapers,  we  could  not  refraiti 
from  inserting  a document  so  necessary  to  direct  our 
judgment  as  to  the  state  of  that  country. 

We  have  occasion  to  present  our  thanks  to  the 
usual  number  of  new  subscribers  received  during 
the  last  week.  The  continued  acce.ssion  to  our  list 
has  induced  us  to  commence  re-printing  the  first 
numbers,  though  we  have  yet  a few  complete  setts 
which  will  be  sent  to  new  subscribers.  Gentlemen 
designing  to  use  the  perfect  liberty  allowed  them 
by  the  terms  of  the  prospectus,  and  relinquish  the 
work,  on  or  before  the  publication  of  the  13th  num- 
ber, are  re.spectively  informed  that  a very  liberal 
price  will  be  allowed  for  the  numbers  received  by 
them,  if  sent  to  the  office,  (In  good  order)  witliin 
two  weeks  of  this  date.  We  hope,  and  are  flattered 
to  believe,  however,  that  few  v’iil  quit  us  so  soon, 
thougl)  we  do  not  expect  to  please  every  individual 

Some  communications  will  be  noticed  in  our  next. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald 

“No  other  speaker  of  livmg'  actionSy 
“To  keep  inme  honor  tfom  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakespeare — hexrt  viit. 

Trnv.ed  and  published  by  H.  Nm.es,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Cotiee-Uousc,  at  g5  per  anvum 


A Manifesto 

By  the  confederacy  of  Venezuela,  in  South  Americay 
of  the  reasons  tvhich  infaenced  thcjn  in  the  forma- 
tion of  G7i  Ahsolute  Indei'endenoe  of  Spain,  and 
every  other  foreign  Poioer.  Draivn  up  and  order- 
ed ta  be  published  by  the  General  Congress  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

(concluded  rnoM  page  110.) 

The  simple  circumstance  of  men  passing*  from 
one  country  to  people  another,  can  give  no  right  of 
property  to  those  who  never  left  their  homes  nor 
exposed  themselves  to  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of 
emigration : if  this  were  the  case,  then  would 
Spam  herself  belong  to  the  Phcenecians,  or  the  Car- 
thegenians  and  their  descendants ; and  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  would  change  proprietors  accord- 
ing to  the  necessities  and  caprice  of  man,  I’he  ma- 
ternal character  assumed  by  Spam  with  regard  to 
America,  is  a still  greater  abuse  of  moral  right : it 
is  well  known  that  in  the  order  of  nature,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  father  to  emancipate  his  son 
when,  at  the  expiration  of  his  minority,  he  is  enabled 
by  the  use  of  his  faculties  and  reason  to  procure  a 
subsistence  for  himself;  and  that  it  becomes  the 
right  of  the  son  to  exercise  those  faculties  when- 
ever tlie  cruelty  or  improper  management  of  the  fa- 
ther or  guardian  shall  compromit  or  expose  his  des- 
tiny : let  these  principles  be  compared  with  the  three 
centuries  of  our  filiation  with  Spain ; and  if  she 
can  prove  herself  to  have  been  our  mother,  it  will 
still  remain  to  be  proved  that  we  are  yet  minors. 

When  Spain  av/akened  the  doubt  of  the  rights  of 
the  Bourbons  or  any  other  dynasty  to  dominion  in 
America,  it  appeared  the  Americans  were  relieved 
from  the  allegation  of  reasons  against  so  unfounded 
a principle;  but  the  representative  body  who  de- 
clared their  indepenpence  of  foreig}i  sovreignty, 
imposed  upon  Venezuela  a conditional  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  Ferdinand  VII. ; being  anxious  to  leave 
nothing  to  conscientious  scruples,  ignorant  preten- 
ces, or  the  malice  of  resentful  ambition  which  could 
discredit  or  enfeeble  a resolution  adopted  with  all 
the  deliberation  proper  to  its  great  importance. 

It  is  evident  that  the  conditional  oath,  of  which 
we  speak,  is  only  an  auxiliary  support  to  the  vali- 
dity and  legitimacy  of  the  contract  ratified  by  it : 
and  if  there  is  nothing  in  the  contract  itself  to  ren- 
der it  null,  we  may  trust  that  the  Deity  whom  we 
invoked  by  that  oath,  whll  not  refuse  his  aid  m the 
accomplishment  of  our  promises;  since  the  obliga- 
tion to  accomplish  them  is  founded  upon  a maxim 
of  that  law  instituted  by  the  Divine  Author  himself. 
It  would  be  an  insult  to  his  wisdom  to  suppose  that 
the  Almighty  would  sanction  our  vows,  were  they 
repugnant  to  those  natural  laws  which  he  enacted 
for  the  happiness  of  mankind ; or  that  he  could  feel 
any  interest  m multiplying  our  duties,  to  the  pre- 
^iudice  of  natural  liberty.  But  when  a new  obliga- 
tion is  added  by  the  oath  to  the  contract  which  it 


solemnizes,  the  nullity  of  the  one,  must  be  mse«>e- 
rable  from  the  want  of  force  in  the  other ; and  if 
the  violation  of  a sworn  contract  is  considered  cri- 
minal and  obnoxious  to  punishment,  it  must  be  no 
less  so  to  break  good  faith,  the  only  bond  of  socle-s 
ty.  The  natural  law  which  obliges  us  to  fulfil  our 
promises,  and  the  divine  law  which  forbids  us  to 
call  upon  the  name  of  God  in  vam,  do  not  changT. 
the  nature  of  obligations  contracted  under  the  ef- 
fects of  both  laws  which  ai-e  so  inseperable  and  si- 
multaneous, that  the  infraction  of  one,  must  neces- 
sarily suppose  an  infraction  of  the  other ; for  our- 
selves we  call  upon  the  Deity,  to  whose  eternal  jus- 
tice and  supreme  will  we  submit  the  contract  we 
have  made,  to  bear  witness  to  our  promises,  confes- 
sing our  full  belief  in  his  power  to  avenge  their  vi- 
olation. With  these  principles  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  analyse  the  conditional  oath  by  which  the 
congress  of  Venezuela  promised  to  maintain  the  /e- 
right  of  Ferdinand  VII.  without  attributing 
to  the  contract  any  thing  more  than  hostility  to  the 
Lberty  of  the  people,  it  Invalidates  itself,  and  the 
oath  becomes  void. 

We  have  at  length  seen,  that,  at  the  impulse  of 
the  conduct  pursued  by  the  government  of  Spain, 
the  Venezuelans  arrived  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
annihilation  of  the  tolerated  rights  of  Ferdinand  bv 
the  transactions  of  the  Escurial  and  Aranjuez,  and 
those  of  all  his  house  by  the  cession  and  abd. cation 
at  Bayonne  : from  the  demonstration  of  this  fact, 
it  necessarily  follows  that  the  oath,  which,  besides 
being  conditional,  could  not  be  in  force  longer  than 
the  contract  to  which  it  was  annexed  as  an  addition- 
al link,  must  be  null  and  void.  To  preserve  the 
rights  of  Ferdinand  was  all  that  Caracas  promised 
on  the  19th  April,  while  they  were  ignorant  whe- 
ther he  had  lost  them,  3 and  though  they  might  be 
preserved  with  respect  to  Spain,  it  nevertheless  re- 
mained to  be  shewn  whether  by  them  he  could 
cede  America  to  another  dynasty  without  their  con- 
sent. The  knowledge  which,  in  spite  of  the  op- 
pression and  suspicion  of  the  intrusive  governments 
of  Spain,  Venezuela  acquired  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Bourbons,  and  the  fatal  effects  which  this  con- 
duct tended  to  produce  in  ximerica,  have  formed, 
a body  of  irrefragable  proofs,  from  which  it  must 
appear  tliat,  Ferdinand  having  no  right,  the  preser- 
vation of  it  which  Venezuela  promised,  as  well  as 
the  oatli  which  accompanied  the  promise,  must 
fall  to  the  ground. 4 

Neither  the  Escurial,  nor  Aranjuez,  nor  Bayonne 
were  the  first  theatres  of  the  transactions  which 


3 Judicio  caret  juramentum  in^utem.  Div.  vol. 
22,  question  89,  art.  3.  Si  vero  sit  quidem  possibile 
fieri ; sed  fieri  non  debeat,  vel  quia  est  per  se  malum, 
vel  quia  est  boni  impeditivum,  tnne  juramento  deest 
justitia,  et  ideo  non  est  servandum.  Id.  art.  7. 

4 And  thou  shalt  swear,  in  truth,  in  judgment 
.and  in  righteousness.  Jeremiah,  ehaf,  4 z-.  2% 
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stripped  the  Bourbons  of  their  rights  over  Ameri- 
ca : the  fundamental  laws  ot  the  Spanish  dominion 
in  this  country  were  infringed  at  Basle  and  in  the 
court  of  Spam.*  In  violation  of  one  of  them  Char- 
les IV.  ceded  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  to  France, 
and  transferred  the  allegiance  ol  Louisiana  to  the 
came  nation ; these  scandalous  infractions  were  an 
authority  for  the  Americans,  and  for  the  whole  pos- 
terity of  the  Columbian  people,  to  take  back  the 
oath  of  obedience  which  they  had  only  lent  to  the 
crown  of  Castile,  as  they  still  reserved  the  right 
of  protesting  against  the  imminent  danger  which 
menaced  the  integrity  of  the  monarchy  in  both 
worlds,  by  the  introduction  of  French  troops  into 
Spain  previous  to  the  journey  to  Bayonne ; sum- 
moned, no  doubt,  by  some  of  the  Bourbon  factions 
to  usurp  the  national  sovereignty  in  favor  of  some 
intruder,  foreigner,  or  traitor;  but  these  events  be- 
ing out  of  the  course  we  have  prescribed  to  our- 
selves, we  shall  return  to  the  justification  of  our 
conduct  since  the  year  1808. 

The  transactions  of  the  Escurial  in  1807,  are 
known  to  all ; but  there  maybe  some  perhaps  ig- 
norant of  their  effects.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  en- 
quire into  the  discord  which  was  introduced  into  the 
house  and  family  of  Charles  IV. ; it  has  been  attri- 
buted by  turns  to  England  and  France,  and  both  go- 
vernments have  their  accusers  and  defenders ; as  lit- 
tle is  it  our  purpose  to  speak  of  the  match  made  up 
between  Ferdinand  and  the  daughter-m-law  of  Bo- 
naparte : the  peace  of  Tilsit : the  conferences  at  Er- 
fuhrt ; the  secret  treaty  of  St.  Cloud  : or  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  house  of  Braganza  to  Brazil.  Our  present 
object  is  the  journey  to  the  Escurial,  by  which  Fer- 
dinand VII.  was  declared  a traitor  to  his  father,  Char- 
les IV.  A hundred  pens  and  a hundred  presses,  pub- 
lished at  the  same  time  in  both  worlds,  his  perfidy  & 
the  pardon  which  his  father  granted  to  his  prayers  ; 
but  this  pardon,  as  an  attribute  of  sovereignty  and  of 
paternal  authority,  relieved  the  son  from  corporal 
punishment  only ; the  king  his  father  had  not  the 
power  to  dispense  the  infamy,  and  the  disability 
which  the  constituti  mal  laws  of  Spain  impose  upon 
the  traitor,  not  only  from  obtaining  the  regal  digni- 
ty, but  even  the  meanest  civil  employment.  Ferdi- 
nand could  never  be  king  of  Spain,  nor  of  the  Indies . 

The  heir  of  the  crown  was  reduced  to  this  con- 
dition, till  the  month  of  March,  1808,  when  the 
court  met  at  Aranjuez,  and  the  frustrated  project  of 
the  Escurial,  was  commuted  by  the  parti  zans  of 
Ferdinand  to  insurrection  and  mutiny.  The  public 
exasperation  against  the  minister  Godoy,  served  as  a 
pretext  to  Ferdinand’s  faction,  indirectly  to  convert 
to  the  advantage  of  the  nation  what  was,  no  doubt, 
designed  with  very  different  views.  The  having 
employed  force  against  his  father  ; the  not  having 
availed  himself  of  his  pardon  : the  having  excited 
the  people  to  mutiny  and  collected  them  in  front  of 
the  palace  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  it,  arrest- 
ing the  minister  and  forcing  the  king  to  abdicate  the 
crown,  far  from  giving  him  a right  to  it,  has  only 
served  to  augment  his  crime,  aggravate  his  treason, 
and  confirm  his  disability  to  mount  a throne  vacated 
by  violence,  perfidy  and  faction.  Charles  IV.  out- 
raged, insulted,  and  threatened  with  force,  had  no 
other  part  to  take  suitable  to  his  revenge  and  honor, 
than  to  fly  to  France  to  implore  the  protection  oi 
Bonaparte,  in  favour  of  his  offended  royalty.  Under 
the  nullity  of  this  renunciation  at  Aranjuez,  all  the 
Bourbons  collected  at  Bayonne,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  to  whose  safbty  they  preferred 


The  treaty  of  Basle,  the  15th  July>  1725. 


their  own  private  resentments  : the  emperor  of  the 
French  took  advantage  of  them,  and  when  he  had 
got  under  his  arms  and  his  Influence  aii  the  family 
of  Ferdinand  With  various  Spanish  nobles,  he  caus- 
ed the  son  to  restore  his  crown  to  the  father,  and 
the  latter  to  resign  it  in  favor  of  himself,  that  it 
might  be  given  in  saje  keeping  to  his  brotiier  Joseph- 

Venezuela  was  ignorant  of  all  this  when  the 
emissaries  of  the  new  king  arrived  at  Caracas.  The 
innocence  of  Ferdinand  m comparison  with  the  in- 
solence and  despotism  of  the  favorite  Godoy,  was  the 
motive  of  their  conduct  and  the  rule  by  which  the 
fluctuating!  authorities  of  the  15th  of  July,  1808, 
were  governed ; and  between  the  alternative  of  de- 
livering themselves  up  to  a foreign  power,  or  of  be- 
ing faithful  to  a king  who  appeared  unfortmiate  and  • 
persecuted,  ignorance  of  the  true  interest  of  the 
country  triumphed,  and  Ferdinand  was  acknowledg- 
ed, under  a persuasion  that  by  this  means  the  uni- 
ty of  the  nation  might  be  maintained,  that  it  might 
be  secured  from  the  oppression  which  threatened 
it,  and  that  a king  of  whose  virtues,  wisdom  & rights 
we  were  erroneously  impressed,  might  be  redeem- 
ed. Ferdinand,  unable  to  come  at  the  crown,  inca- 
pable of  governing  America,  and  under  tlie  chains 
and  influence  of  a hostile  power,  became  from  that 
moment  a lawful  but  unfortunate  prinoe,  it  was 
thought  a duty  to  acknowledge  him,  his  heirs  and 
delegates  as  they  had  the  audacity  to  call  themselves, 
returned,  and  profiting  by  the  fidelity  of  the  Span- 
iards in  both  worlds,  the  intrusive  governments 
that  had  usurped  the  sovereignty,  began  to  tyran- 
nize anew  over  the  people  in  the  name  of  a chime- 
rical king;  while  the  mercantile  junta  at  Cadiz 
sought  to  exercise  dominion  over  America. 

Such  were  the  antecedents  and  the  consequence.? 
of  an  oath  which,  g'iven  under  the  pure  dictates  o^ 
a generous  sensibility, . was  now  cast  in  our  teeth, 
to  perpetuate  the  evils  which  a dear-bought  expe- 
rience of  three  years,  had  shewn  us  were  inseperable 
from  this  fatal  and  ruinous  compromise.  Instruct- 
ed, as  we  were,  by  the  long  series  of  insults,  vexa-^ 
tions  and  ingratitude  we  had  suffered  from  the  15th 
July,  1808,  to  the  5th  July,  1811,  it  was  t;me  to 
abandon  a talisman  which  continued  to  heap  upon 
us  all  the  evils  of  doubt,  suspicion,  and  discord. — 
The  rights  of  Ferdinand  and  their  lawful  represen- 
tation on  the  part  of  the  intrusive  government  of 
Spain : fidelity  and  the  obligation  to  compassion 
and  gratitude  on  ours,  were  the  two  favorite  resorts 
alternately  employed  to  keep  up  our  illusion,  de- 
vour our  substance,  prolong  our  degradation,  mul- 
tiply our  evils,  and  prepare  us  passively  and  igno- 
minously  to  receive  the  fate  which  was  destined  for 
us.  Ferdinand  VII.  was  the  ‘toatch-word  of  tyran- 
ny in  Spain  and  America. 

Their  distrustful  vigilance,  which  the  inconsis-^ 
tencies,  arts  and  falsehoods  of  those  governments 
that  so  rapidly  succeeded  each  other  in  Spain  after 
the  Junta  of  Seville,  produced  among  us,  at  length 
rent  the  veil  which  concealed  from  our  eyes  the 
snares  laid  for  us.  In  this  extremity  the  cortes 
were  tumultuously  and  hastily  assembled  to  stop  the 
torrent  of  liberty  and  justice  which  tvas  breaking 
through  all  the  barriers  of  oppression  and  iniquity 
in  the  New  World ; but  it  was  still  thought  that 
the  habit  of  obedience  and  dependence  in  us,  would 
be  superior  the  want  of  confidence  which  we 
had  acquired  at  so  dear  a rate.  It  is  inconceiva- 
ble by  what  fatal  error  Spain  supposed  that  the  part 
of  the  nation  beyond  the  ocean,  born  between  the 
[Tropics,  hftd  acquired  a constitutioa  for  slavery  in-^ 
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capable  of  yielding-  to  the  efforts  of  liberty.  But  for 
this  deep  rooted  prejudice  Spain,  perhaps,  would 
not  have  lost  the  rank  of  a nation  ; and  America  in 
her  endeavors  to  attain  that  rank  would  not  have 
travelled  the  tliorny  patlis  of  a Civil  war,  more 
ominous  to  its  promoters  than  to  ourselves. 

The  vices  of  which  the  cortes  were  guilty  in  re- 
gard to  America,  and  the  illegal  and  insulting  expe- 
dient which  they  adopted  with  respect  to  our  repre- 
sentation, have  been  sufficiently  explained  in  our 
public  papers.7  The  reasons  which  we  gave  to  their 
perfidious  ambassadors  must  have  come  to  theif 
knowledge.  But  notwithstanding,  new  schemes- 
and  tricki  were  formed  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
bloody  hosts  of  Coro,  Maracoybo,  and  Porto  Rico; 
the  cortes,  convinced  that  the  conduct  of  Ferdinand, 
his  connection  with  the  emperor  of  the  French, 
and  the  influence  of  the  latter  over  all  the  Bourbons 
who  were  now  under  his  protection,  had  began  to 
weaken  the  favorable  impressions  of  the  Americans, 
hastened  to  open  counter  fires  to  pevent  the  flame 
from  reaching  themselves,  and  to  confine  it  to 
the  precise  point  necessary  to  their  vast  and  com- 
plicated designs.  To  this  end  the  maifestov  writ- 
ten with  an  eloquence  worthy  a better  object,  was 
addressed  by  the  cortes  to  America  on  the  9th  Janu- 
ary of  the  present  year:  but  under  the  brilliancy  of 
this  discourse  we  discovered  the  intention  to  blind 
us.  Fearful  that  we  should  anticipate  their  designs 
they  dared  not  venture  too  far.  The  unfortunate 
Ferdinand  had  been  the  pretext  which  drew  to  his 
pseudo-representatives  the  treasures,  the  submission 
and  the  slavery  of  America ; but  Ferdinand,  deceiv- 
ed, seduced  and  prostituted  to  the  designs  of  the 
emperor  of  the  French,  is  now  the  ' last  to  whom 
they  appeal  to  quench  the  flame  of  liberty  which 
Venezuela  had  kindled  on  the  continent.  In  one 
of  our  jourhals^  we  have  laid  open  the  true  spirit 
of  the  manifesto  in  question,  of  which  the  following 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  exact  commentary  ; 
“ America  finds  herself  threatened  either  with  being 
made  the  victim  of  a foreign  nation,  or  of  conti- 
♦*nuihgour  slave  ; to  recover  their  rights  and  inde- 
“ pendence,  they  have  thought  it  necessary  not 
violently  to  break  the  bonds  which  connected 
**  them  with  these  people  ; Ferdinand  w’as  the  sig- 
**  nal  of  re->union  adopted  in  the  new  v/orld,  and 
**  we  have  followed  it  ; he  is  suspected  of  conni- 
vance  with  the  emperor  of  the  French,  and  if 
we  blindly  cease  to  acknowdedge  him,  we  give  a 
pretext  to  the  Americans  who  believe  us  to  be  his 
“representatives  openly  to  deny  the  representation 
now,  though  these  designs  begin  partly  to  shew' 
“ themselves  in  America,  let  us  previously  manifest 
“ our  intention  of  renouncing  Ferdinand,  but  upon 
“ certain  conditions  ; these  conditions  will  never  be 
“ verified,  and  whilst  Ferdinand  is  neither  in  fact 
“ nor  in  right  our  king,  we  shall  be  supreme  in 
“ the  eyef  of  America,  and  this  country,  so  coveted 
by  us,  and  so  difficult  to  hold  in  slavery,  will 
be  readily  kept  in  our  hands.” 

This  splendid  shew  of  liberality  is  now  the  real 
and  visible  spring  of  the  complicated  machine,  des- 
tined to  act  upon  America  ; whilst  at  the  same  time 
every  species  ofbaseness  was  practised  by  the  cortes 
and  all  the  horrors  of  the  inquisition  renewed  : 
when  an  American, 'worthy  of  the  name,  raised  his 
voice  against  the  abuses  of  the  regency  in  Porto 
Rico,  the  energetic  and  imperious  claims  which 

7The  gazettes  of  Caracas  4th  January  et. 
sequent. 
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Idistingu.shea  him  from  the  satellites  of  despotism 
1 were  silenced,  and  by  a short  and  artful  decree  he 
was  compelled  to  quit  the  conflict  of  justice  against 
iniquity.  Melendez,  nominated  king  of  Porto  Ri- 
co by  the  regency,  dropped  that  title  for  the  equiva- 
lent investiture  of  governor  by  a decree  of  the  cortes, 
for  it  now  appeared  too  absurd  to  have  kings  in  a 
little  island  of  the  Spanish  Antilles.  Cortabarria, 
only,  managed  to  elude  the  effects  of  this  decree 
which  was  dictated  by  an  involuntary  sense  of  de- 
cency. Thus,  while  the  investiture  given  1 y the 
regency  to  Melendez  was  declared  iniquitous,  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannical,  and  its  revocation  ex  tended  to 
all  the  countries  of  America  w'hich  were  placed  in 
the  same  situation  with  Porto  Rico,  nothing  was 
said  of  the  plenipotentiary,  Cortabarria,  who  was 
invested  by  the  same  regency  with  powers  against 
Venezuela,  more  monstrous  than  any  to  be  found  in 
the  records  of  despotism. 

It  is  Since  the  decree  of  the  cortes  that  the  discord* 
engendered,  promoted  and  maintained  from  the  fatal 
observatory  oi  Porto  Rico,  has  been  most  felt : it  is 
since  this  same  decree,  that  the  fishermen  and  coast- 
ers m Ocumare  have  been  inhumanly  murdered,  by 
the  pirates  of  Cortabarria:  tis  since  the  decree,  that 
Cumana,  and  Barcelona  have  been  threatened  and 
blockaded : it  is  since  the  decree  of  the  cortes  that 
a new  and  bloody  conspiracy  against  Venezuela 
was  planned  and  organized,  by  the  vile  emissary 
perfidiously  introduced  into  the  peaceful  bosom  of 
his  country,  to  devour  it,  whose  ringleaders  we 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  sacrifice  to  justice  and 
tranquility,  on  the  scaffold  : it  is  since  tlie  decree 
that  the  political  unity  of  our  constitution  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  suggestions  of  the  pacificator  of 
the  cortes  : that  it  has  been  attempted,  in  vain,  to 
seduce  other  cities  of  the  interior  : that  a false  inti-3 
mation  was  made  to  Carora  by  the  seditious  in 
habitants  of  the  west,  to  the  end  that  Venezuela 
attacked  at  every  point  within  the  reach  of  the 
wretches  whom  the  same  governor  that  dispatched 
the  decree  in  favor  of  Porto  Rico  & of  all  America, 
held  ready  against  us,  might  in  one  day  be  drowned 
in  blood  and  desolation.  The  name  of  Ferdinand 
VII  is  the  pretext  under  which  the  new  woidd  is 
to  be  destroyed  ; if  the  example  of  Venezuela  should 
not  have  every  where  csiused  tlie  banners  of  liberty 
to  be  unfurled.. 

The  severe  duty  of  vindicating  oursell'es  would 
carry  us  much  further,  did  we  not  fear  to  fall  into 
the  error  of  the  governments  of  Spain,  substituting^ 
resentments  to  justice  : if  rancour  and  malignity  had 
been  the  agents  of  this  our  sincere,  undisguis- 
ed and  solemn  manifestation,  we  should  have  com- 
menced our  invalidation  of  the  rights  of  Ferdinand 
by  alledging  the  illegitimacy  of  his  birth,  which 
was  declared  in  Bayonne  by  his  mother,  a^td  pub- 
lished in  all  the  French  and  Spanish  journals  : we 
might  have  availed  ourselves  of  the  j^ersonal  defects 
of  Ferdinand,  his  unfitness  to  reigm,  his  wea'^.^and 
degrading  conduct  in  the  cortes  at  Bayonne,  his  in- 
significant educat^n,  and  the  small  foundation 
he  afforded  for  the  gigantic  hopes  of  the  gnvern- 
ments  of  Spain,  which  had  no  other  orig'i  fctAan  the 
illusion  of  AmeriCf-,  no  other  support  but  the  politi- 
cal interest  of  England,  widely  different  fro-m  the 
rights  of  the  Bourbons.  The  public  opinion  of 
Spain,  and  the  experience  of  tlie  revolution  of  tlie 
kingdom,  will  furnish  us  sufficient  proofs  of  the 
conduct  of  the  mother,  as  well  as  of  the  qualities  of 
the  son,  without  recurring  to  the  manifesto  of  the 
minister  Azanza,  and  the  secret  memoir?  of 
Maria  Louisa,  but  decency  is  the  rule  of  our  con- 
duct ; that  we  are  ready  to  sacrifice  our  strongeK 
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reasons  ; what  wc  have  alledged  are  sufficient  to 
shew  the  justice,  the  necessity  and  utility  of  our 
resolution,  upon  whose  support  alone  we  rest  the 
examples,  with  winch  we  shall  seal  the  judgment  of 
our  independence. 

The  partizans  of  the  slavery  of  the  new  world 
must  proscribe  or  falsify  history,  that  unalterable 
monument  of  the  rights  and  usurnations  of  man,  to 
maintain  that  America  conld  I'^ot  be  subject  to  the 
changes  of  other  nations.  Even  had  the  rights  ot 
the  Eourhoiis  been  incontestable,  and  the  oath 
•vvhicli  we  have  reduced  to  nothing,  been  indestruc- 
tible, the  injustice,  force  and  fraud  by  which  it 
was  drawn  from  us,  would  have  sufficed  to  render 
it  null  and  void  the  moment  it  was  found  to  be 
adverse  to  oim  liberty,  subversive  of  our  rights, 
prejudicial  to  our  interest,  and  fatal  to  our  tran- 
quillity, Such  is  the  nature  of  the  oath  given  to 
conquerors  or  to  their  heirs,  while  they  hold  the 
people  under  the  oppression  which  conquest  puts 
into  their  power.  In  no  other  manner  could  Spam  1 
have  recovered  her  liberty  after  swearmg  submission 
to  the  Carthagenians,  Romans,  &c.  &c.  and  above 
all  to  the  French,  at  the  same  time  that  she  refused 
to  acknowledge  the  right  of  America  to  indepen- 
dence. It  would  be  superAuous  to  remind  our 
enemies  of  what  tliey  must  know,  and  upon  what 
they  themselves  have  founded  the  sacred  right  of 
their  own  liberty  and  independence,  wihch,  surely 
deserves  not  to,  be  tarnished  with  the  slavery  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  nation  situated  on  the  other  side 
of  the  ocean  ; but  to  our  misfortune,  they  are  not 
the  only  ones  whom  we  are  compelled  to  convince 
by  palpable  examples,  of  the  justice  and  common 
resemblance  of  our  independence  to  that  of  every 
nation  who  have  once  lost  and  again  recovered  it; 
the  slavery  of  the  Americans  being  kept  up  and 
maintained,  by - the  most  criminal  abuse  of  reli- 
gion, which  was  given  for  the  liberty,  the  happiness 
and  the  salvation  of  the  people,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  pious  apathy  engendered  in  the 
solitude  of  their  dung'eons,  that  the  people  may 
know  that  governments  neither  hold,  have  held,  or 
can  hold,  any  other  duration  than  their  utility  and 
the  happiness  of  man ; that  kings  are  not  of  a privi- 
leged nature^  -nar  of  a superior  order  to  other  men  ; 
that  their  authority  emanates  from  the  people^  under 
the  direction  and  Support  of  the  Providence  of  God 
•who  gave  our  actions  to  the  guidance  of  a free  -will; 
that  his  Omnipotence  does  not  interfere  in  favour  of 
this  or  tliat  form  of  government  ; that  religion  does 
not  nor  can  its  ministers  anathamatize  the  efforts  of 
a yiation  to  be  independent  in  a political  sense,  and  in 
a moral  and  religious  sense  dependant  only  on  God. 

The  chosen  people  of  God,  who  are  directed  by 
miracles  and  prodigies,  which  will  perhaps  never 
be  repeated,  offer  a proof  of  the  right  of  insurrec- 
tion in  the  people,  which  can  leave  nothing  for  the 
lovers  of  publlck  order  and  orthodox  piety  to  desire. 
The  Hebrews,  subject  to  Pharaoh,  and  kept  under 
his  obedience  by  force,  repaired  to  Moses,  and 
under  his  direction,  triumphed  over  their  enemies, 
and  recovered  their  independencej  without  subject- 
ing their  conduct  to  any  malediction  or  anathemas 
from  God  or  his  chief  priest  and  legislator  Moses: 
subdued  afterwards  by  tbepower  of  Nebuchadnezar, 
under  the  direction  of  Holophernes,  the  same  God 
brought  them  to  Judea,  that  the  independence  of  his, 

people  might  be  redeemed. Under  Antiochus 

Epiphanes,  Mathias  and  his  sons  raised  the  stand-, 
ard  of  independence  ; and  God  blessed  and  aided 
their  efforts  even  to  the  obtaining  the  perfect  liberty 
of  his  people  against  the  oppression  of  this  impious 
king  and  his  succes,sors.  Not  only  against  foreign 


kmgs  did  the  Israelites  exercise  the  right  of  insurer- 
tion,  breaking  the  obedience  to  winch  force  com- 
pelled them ; against  those  whom  God  hmseif  had  ■ 
given  them  from  wuhin  their  own  country  and  fami- 
ly, we  find  them  claim  this  imprescriptable  right 
whenever  their  liberty,  or  ihe  sacredness  of  those 
bomls  by  which  God  had  subjected  them  to  those 
whom  he  chose  to  rule  over  them,  required  it — 
Havid  obtained  the  acknowledgment  of  the  He- 
brews to  his  dynasty,  and  his  son  Solomon  ratified 
it  in  favor  of  his  posterity ; but  scarce  was  this 
king'  dead  who  had  oppressed  his  vassals  with  tri- 
butes and  contributions  to  support  the  pomp  of  his 
court,  and  feed  the  sumptuous  luxury  of  his  plea- 
sures when  his  son  Rehoboam  was  acknowledged 
only  by  the  tribes  of  Judea  and  Benjamm ; the  other, 
ten  exercising  their  rights,  recovered  their  politi- 
cal independence  ; and  gave  their  sovereignty  into 
the  hands  of  Jeroboam  son  ofNebat.  The  mo- 
mentary harshness  of  Solomon’s  reign  was  enough 
I to  set  aside  the  obedience  of  the  Hebrews  to  his 
.'dynasty,  and  induce  them  to  place  another  on  the 
throne  without  regarding  what  God  had  told  them, 
that  their  fate  depended  not  upon  the  king  of 
Judea  nor  upon  the  ministers,  priests,  and  chiefs 
of  Solomon.  And  shall  the  Christian  people  of 
Venezuela  in  a worse  condition,  though  declared 
free  by  the  government  of  Spain,  not  be  suffered  to 
do  that,  which  the  God  of  Israel  u horn  they  adore, 
permitted  hei’etofore  to  his  people  without  the 
manifestation  of  bis  indignation  or  wrath  I This 
divine  Avill  is  the  guide  of  our  conduct,  and  to  his 
eternal  judgment  we  submit  our  resolution. 

If  the  independence  of  the  Hebrew  people  was 
not  a sin  against  the  written  laws  ,•  neither  can  that 
of  the  Christian  people  be  against  the  law  of  grace. 
The  apostolic  see  has  excommunicated  no  nation 
for  rising  against  the  tyranny  of  kings  or  govern- 
ments that  violated  the  social  compact.  The  Swiss, 
the  Hollanders,  the  French,  and  the  North  Ame- 
ricans proclamed  their  independence,  overturned 
their  constitutions,  and  varied  the  forms  of  their 
governments,  without  having  incurred  other  cen- 
sures than  these  which  the  church  may  have  fulmi- 
nated against  their  encroachments  upon  the  dog- 
mas and  discipline  of  religion.  The  Swiss  were 
bound  by  oath  to  Germany,  as  Were  the  Hollanders 
to  Spain,  the  French  to  LoUiS  .XVI  and  the  Ame- 
ricans to  George  III.  Neither  they  nor  other  pow- 
ers who  favored  their  independence  wei’e  excom- 
municated by  the  pope.  The  grandfather  of 
Ferdinand  VII.  one  of  the  most  pious  and  catholic 
kings  who  ever  sat  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  with 
his  nephew  Louis  XVI,  assisted  in  the  independence 
ot  North  America  ; without  fearing  ecclesiastical 
censure  or  the  ang'er  of  heaven ; and  now,  that 
the  order  of  events  offer  it  with  more  justice  to 
South  America,  those  w'ho  call  themselves  the  re- 
presentatives of  his  g?and-son,  seek  to  abuse  the 
religion  which  Charles  III.  so  much  respected,  to 
continue  the  most  atrocious  and  unexample  usur- 
pations— Just  and  Omnipotent  God!  How  long 
shall  fanaticism  dispute  the  empire  of  the  holy  re- 
; ligiou  which  thou  hast  given  us  for  thy  glory  anej. 
our  happiness 

The  succession  of  events  in  Europe  were,  without 
doubt,  intended  in  the  high  designs  of  providence 
to  terminate  the  slavery  of  America.  Two  thou- 
sand leagues  across  the  ocean,  we  have  for  three 
. years  which  have  elapsed  since  we  ought  to  have 
been  free  and  independent,  only  suffered  a painful 
series  of  'conspiracies,  insults,  hostilities  and  de- 
predations from  the  very  people  with  whom  we 
agreed  to  participate  the  benefits  of  onr  regenera. 
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lion,  and  for  whose  felicity  we  were  anxious  to 
open  the  doors  of  the  new  world,  enslaved  by 
communication  with  the  old,  plundered  and  laid 
waste  by  war,  famine  and  desolation.  Thi'ee  dis- 
tinct oligarchies  declared  war  npon  us,  despised 
pur  claims,  stii’red  up  our  brethren  against  us, 
sewed  the  seeds  of  distrust  and  rancor  among  our 
great  family,  plotted  liorrible  conspiracies  against 
our  liberty,  interrupted  our  commerce,  discourag- 
ed our  agncuiture,  aspersed  our  conduct  and  exci- 
ted against  us  the  powers  of  Europe,  imploring  m 
▼am,  their  aid  in  oppressing  us.  The  same  flag, 
the  same  language,  the  same  religion,  and  the 
same  laws,  have,  until  now,  confounded  liberty 
With  tyranny  : Ferdinand  the  deliverer,  has  fought 
against  Ferdinand  the  oppressor  ; and  if  we  had 
not  resolved  to  abandon  a name  synonimous  both 
to  crime  and  virtue,  America  would  at  last  be  en- 
slaved by  the  very  means  which  served  for  the  lu- 
, dependence  of  Spam. 

Of  such  nature  have  been  the  imperious  events 
which  compelled  Venezuela  to  seperate  her  destiny 
for  ever  from  a name  so  ominous  and  fatal.  -Placed 
by  it  in  the  irreversible  predicament  of  being  either 
the  slaves  or  the  enemies  of  our  brethren,  we  have 
chosen  to  purchase  liberty  at  the  expence  of  friend- 
ship ; without  wishing  to  impede  the  means  of  fu- 
ture reconciliation.  Weighty  and  substantial  rea- 
sons, sacred  interests,  serious  reflections,  profound 
meditation,  elaborate  discussions  and  debates,  im- 
perious events,  urgent  dangers,  and  a loudly  pro- 
nounced public  opinion  were  the  data  which  pre- 
ceded the  solemn  declaration,  made  by  the  general 
congress  of  Venezuela  on  the  5th  of  July,  of  the 
absolute  independence  of  this  part  of  South  America; 
an  independence  desired  and  applauded  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  capital,  sanctioned  by  the  power  of  the 
confederation,  acknowledged  by  the  representatives 
of  the  provinces,  solemnized  and  approved  by  the 
head  of  the  Venezuelan  church,  and  supported 
with  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the  honor  of  all 
the  citizens. 

Freeman,  companions  of  our  fate  ! — ye  who  have 
known  how  to  cleanse  your  souls  from  fear  or  hope; 
direct  from  the  elevation  to  which  your  virtues 
raise  you,  an  impartial  and  disinterested  glance 
“ upon  the  picture  which  Venezuela  offers  to  your 
“ view.  She  constitutes  you  arbiters  of  her  differ- 
**  ences  with  Spain,  and  judges  of  her  new  destinies. 
“ If  our  evils  have  affected  you,  and  our  felicity  in- 
“ terests  you,  unite  your  efforts  with  ours,  that  the 
**  footsteps  of  ambition  may  no  longer  trample  upon 
“ liberality  and  justice.  To  you  belongs  the  task 
of  undeceiving  Spain.  Arrest  the  madness  which 
“ has  seized  their  governments  : shew  them  the 
reciprocal  advantages  of  our  regeneration  ; ex- 
“ pose  to  their  view  the  flattering  perspective  of  the 
union  and  assimilation  of  hearts  in  America ; tell 
“them  what  awaits  them  in  Europe  and  what  they 
“ may  hope  for  in  a new  and  peaceful  world,  now 
“ surrounded  by  all  the  blessings  of  liberty  ; and 
lastly,  swear  to  them  in  our  name,  that  Veneau- 
“ ela  with  open  arms  expects  her  brethren  to  par- 
take  in  her  felicity ; with  no  other  sacrifice 
“ than  of  the  prejudices,  the  pride  and  the  ambition 
“ which  for  three  centuries  created  the  unhappiness 
of  both  Spains.” 

^'ederal  Palace  of  Caracas, 

30th  July  1811. 

Jnaii  Antonio  Rodriguez  Dominguez, 

President 

Francisco  Isnardy, 


French  Empire. 

EXTjiACTs  ruo::n  the  fiie>ch  exi’Ose. 
f Concluded  from  page  112.^ 

Public  I.xstruction. The  university  has 

made  progress.  Some  lyceums  were  badly  consti- 
tuted : the  principles  of  religion.,  the  foundation  of 
every  institution  as  of  all  morals,  were  removed  or 
were  freely  practised.  The  gi*and  master  and  the 
council  of  the  university  have  remedied  the  great- 
est part  of  those  abuses.  There  remain  however 
many  things  to  be  done  to  realize  the  hopes  and 
the  views  of  the  emperor  m this  great  creation. 

Family  education  ’ is  that  which  deserves  most 
encouragement ; but  since  parents  are  so  often 
obliged  to  confide  their  children  to  colleges  or  in- 
stitutions, the  intention  of  the  emperor  is,  thattho 
organization  of  the  university  should  extend  to  all 
the  colleges  and  i -otitutions  of  every  degree,  to  the 
end  that  education  may  no  longer  be  l,ke  a manu- 
facture or  a branch  of  commerce,  exercised  with 
views  of  pecuniary  interest  To  direct  education 
is  one  of  the  noblest  functions  of  a father  of  a fa- 
mily, or  one  of  the  principal  ends  of  national  insti- 
tutions. The  number  of  lyceums  and  that  of  com- 
munal colleges,  will  be  aug'mented,  and  the  num- 
ber of  private  institutions  will  be  gradually  dimin- 
ished until  the  moment  when  they  all  shall  be  closed. 

All  public  education  must  be  governed  by  mili- 
tary discipline,  and  not  by  civil  or  ecclesiastical 
police.  The  habit  of  military  discipline  is  the  most 
useful,  since  in  all  tlie  classes  of  life  the  citizens 
have  need  of  being  able  to  defend  their  property 
against  interior  or  exterior  enemies. 

Ten  years  are  yet  requisite  in  order  that  all  the 
good  that  his  majesty  expects  from  the  university 
should  be  realized,  and  his  views  be  accomplished; 
but  great  advantages  have  already  been  obtained, 
and  what  now  exists  is  preferable  to  any  thing  that 
ever  existed. 

For  the  primary  instruction  of  children  H.  IM. 
sees  with  pleasure  the  establishment  of  small 
schools — lie  desires  the  diffusion  of  them- 

Independent  of  the  houses  of  St.  Dennis  and 
I’Ecouese,  six  houses  have  been  instituted  for  the 
education  of  girls,  whose  fathers  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  service  of  their  country. 

Sciences  and  Arts. — I'he  discovery  of  the 
magnet  has  produced  a revolution  in  commerce  ; 
sugar  has  destroyed  the  use  of  honey  ; indigo  that 
of  pastel"  (woad.)  The  improvements  in  chemistry 
operate  at  this  moment  a revolution  in  an  inverse 
way ; it  has  succeeded  in  drawing  sugar  from 
grapes,  the  maple  and  beets.  The  pastal  (woad) 
which  had  enriched  Languedoc  and  a part  of  Italy, 
but  which  had  not  been  able,  in  this  infancy  of  that 
art,  to  bear  tlie  competition  of  mdigo,  resumes  in 
its  turn  superiority  : chemistry  extracts  from  it 
now  a substance  which  gives  it  an  advantage  over 
indigo  in  price  and  quality.  All  the  branches  of  the 
sciences  and  arts  are  perfecting  themselves. 

Public  Works. — Great  works  have  been  under- 
taken these  ten  years,  and  are  pursued  every  year 
With  a new  zeal  and  increase  of  means.  In  1810, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  millions  were  appro- 
priated for  these  works  ; one  hundred  & fifty-five 
are  destined  for  this  of  1811.  [Here  follows  a com.- 
parative  statement  of  the  expenses  for  the  public 
works,  in  1810  and  1811.] 

In  the  midst  of  war  and  of  the  expenditure  that 
immense  armies,  the  creation  and  organization  of 
numerous  fleets  require,  the  sacrifices  that  the  im- 
perial treasury  makes  for  public  works,  are  such 
that  they  exceed  in  one  year  alone,  all  that  was  em- 
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ployed  in  them  under  the  old  monarchy,  in  one 
generation. 

Fortifications. — A great  part  of  those  expen- 
ses has  for  its  end  the  erection  of  new  and  strong 
places  : these  are  works  executed  for  future  benefit, 
in  order  to  consolidate  and  fortify  the  empire. 

A place  of  the  second  order  is  founded  in  the 
Texel,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  mouth  of 
the  Zuyder  Zee ; three  thousand  men  will  be  able 
to  maintain  a siege  of  several  months.  Antwerp, 
Breskens,  the  imperial  fort  of  Cadsand  AVilhem- 
stadt,  the  Sluice,  the  Sas  de  Ghent  are  already 
formidable  barriers  : Flushing,  surrounded  by  forts 
beyond  the  reach  of  bombs,  covered  with  regular 
inundations  and  by  multifarious  works,  is  hence-, 
forth  sheltered  from  any  attempt. 

In  1810  and  1811,  more  than  eight  millions  have 
been  spent  in  the  places  of  the  ^pheldt  ; it  was 
natural  to  execute  great  works  'on  a point  which 
will  always  be  the  object  of  the  jealousy  and  fears 
of  our  natural  enemies. 

New  works  have  been  built  at  Ostend,  there  was 
existing  an  enclosure,  but  it  was  of  little  conside- 
r.ation.  Great  works  have  also  been  begun  in  Bou- 
logne, Havre  and  Cherbourg.  The  Havre  had 
been  built  by  Vauban  ; a few  years  before  the  revo- 
lution, under  vain  pretences  it  had  been  contrived 
to  destroy  its  fortifications.  That  city,  the  key  of 
the  Seine  and  which  may  be  called  the  port  of  Pa- 
ris, had  been  left  dismantled  and  opened.  Consi- 
derable works  are  executed  in  it ; the  place  is  alrea- 
dy closed  and  able  to  maintain  a siege. 

The  establishment  of  the  port  of  Cherbourg  re- 
quires vast  fortifications  ; and  about  the  end  of  this 
year  that  city  will  be  enabled  to,  maintain  a siege. 
The  plans  adopted  are  upon  a large  scale ; this  will 
be  a place  of  the  first  rank. 

Tile  works  of  Dunkirk,  Montreuil  and  Abbeville, 
which  had  been  neglec-ted,  have  been  resumed  since 
last  year.  Those  bulwarks  are  re-establishing  upon 
tlie  best  footing.  'Fhe  defence  of  Brest  is  comple- 
ted and  repaired.  A new  system,  of  fortifications  is 
established  for  C’Orient  and  Rocliefort. 

The  works  of  the  islands  of  St.  Marcouf,  Belle- 
Isle  and  Isle  D’Aix,  are  continued.  New  works 
are  added  to  the  fortifications  of  Toulon,  others  are 
building  in  the  Islands  D’Hyeres,  Genoa  and  Spez- 
zia.  They  have  been  and  are  still  at  work  in  en- 
larging', considerably,  on  the  land  side,  the  impor- 
tant fortifications  of  Porto  Ferrajo. 

At  Corfu,  a place  idready  very  strong,  great  for- 
tifications have  been  building  for  these  four  years 
past.  New  schemes  have  been  adopted,  and  that 
key  of  the  Adriatic  is  kept  by  12^,000  troops,  hav- 
ing provisions  for  two  years  and  a numerous  artil- 
lery, provided  for  a siege  of  the  longest  duration 

Fort  Napoleon  is  rising  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  in  front  of  Vresel,  the  ancient  defences  of 
which  are  corrected  and  improved.  Venloo  and 
.Tuliers  are  placed  in  the  best  state.  Cassel  and 
Keil  are  created  : the  works  begun  since  1807, 
have  already  a satisfactory  result ; and  the  impor- 
tant bridges  of  Wesel,  Mentz  and  Strasburg,  are 
covered  on  both  banks  by  as  many  places  of  the 
first  order — Alexandria,  which  is  the  formidable 
centre  of  our  maga/yines  and  our  support  beyond 
the  Alps,  has  been  for  these  ten  years  the  object  of 
an  annual  expence  of  three  millions  of  francs. 

• They  are  working  in  the  kingdom  of  Italy  with 
the  same  ardor  in  the  fortifications  of  Palma  Nova 
and  Osopy,  as  also  to  increase  the  works  of  Ancona, 
Venice  and  Mantau. 

At  seeing  the  activity  that  has  pervaded  for  8 
)cars  the  works  upon  our  frontiers,  one  'would 


think  that  France  is  menaced  with  an  approach-^ 
ing  invasion.  I shall  not  have  occasion  to  lay  be-, 
fore  you,  to  contrast  with  that  idea,  the  situation 
of  all  our  neighbours  who  are  our  allies  and  who. 
are  re-united  to  our  system  & tlie  preponderance 
that  the  last  campaigns  have  given  us  ; buv  I sliall 
only  remark,  that  when  in  the  like  circumstances 
more  than  one  hundred  millions  have  been  sacrifi- 
ced in  a few  years  for  a defence  which  interests  on.^ 
,ly  the  future  ; we  must  give  thanks  to  the  govern- 
ment which,  not  content  with  securing  the  fiappU 
.less  of  the  present  generation,  wishes  also  to  gua<^ 
i'antee  the  tranquility  of  posterity,  and  controls 
thus  even  the  most  remote  chanpes  of  fortune. 

Harbors. — The  same  activity  is  displayed  in 
the  works  of  our  harbors.  At  Antwerp  the  darn 
of  the  bas  n was  taken  away  about  the  end  of  last 
year.  Eighteen  ships  of  tfie  line,  even  three  deck-, 
ers,  may  be  received  and,  depart  from  it  entirely- 
;armed  In  the  beginning  of  tins  year,  two  8U  gun 
'ships  have  been  coppered  and  fitted  there.  The  im- 
provements are  continued  with  ardor.  Befo.-e  the 
end  of  September  nex;t,  the  ba^in  will  be  able  tO; 
contain  thirty  ships. 

The  ships  of  the  line  could  only  enter  the  basin, 
of  Flushing  when  disarmed.  l,ts  sluice  has  been  dri-. 
ed  up  and  insulated.  People  are  employed  to  lower 
its  road,  so  that  twenty  ships  may  enter  the  basin, 
entirely  armed.  The  Keys  that  the  English  had 
overthrown,  are  re-established.  Men  are  at  work 
to  rebuild  the  general  magazine,  and  are  placed, 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  bombs. 

The  first  funds  have  been  provided  for  the  basin 
of  Terneuse its  foundation  is  laying.  Twenty 
ships  of  the  line  entirely  armed,  will  be  able  to  de-,. 
part  from  the  basin  in  one  single  tide.  It  will  be 
capable  of  containing  more  than  forty. 

The  sluice  tide  of  Ostend  is  terminated  : it  has 
done  the  greatest  good  to  the  harbor  : that  of  Dun-, 
kirk  will  be  in  play  at  the  end  of  the  year ; great 
advantages  are  expected  from  it  for  the  digging  of 
the  pass,  The  sluice  of  Havre  is  completed  ; it  has 
happy  effeets. 

At  Cherbourgj  the  expences  of  tlie  road  are  of 
two  kinds.  The  objects,  is,  1st.  to  raise  the  dyke 
above  the  level  of  low  tides  ; this  end  will  be  attain- 
ed this  year : 2d.  to  establish  forts  at  the  extremities 
of  the  dykes,  so  as  to  defend  the  road.  The  fbrt  of 
the  centre  has  just  been  completed.  The  road  be- 
ing thus  secured,  there  remained  a harbor  to  be  dug 
— this  great  undertaking  is  almost  completed  ; thir- 
ty ships  of  the  line  will  be  safely  accommodated  in 
the  basin  and  outer  harbor.  Already  one  ship  which 
had  been  damaged  by  a sea  accident  has  been  able 
to  enter  the  basin,  and  has  refitted  in  it.  The  outer 
harbor  and  the  basin  will  be  finished  in  1812;  the 
ship-yards  and  frames  exist  already.  The  works  of 
Cherbourg  alone  require  more  than  three  millions  a 
year. 

All  the  ports  of  the  second  and  third  order  arc 
the  object  of  more  or  less  works  : all  are  improved 
With  great  rapidity. 

Canals — The  canal  of  St.  Quintin  is  completed 
— from  the  beginning  of  this  year  it  has  been  enli- 
vened with  much  navigation  : it  already  influences 
the  price  of  fuel  and  coal  in  the  capital. 

The  canal  of  the  North  which  unites  the  Rhine 
and  the  Scheldt,  was  one-third  executed,  but  the 
re -union  of  Holland  having  rendered  it  useless,  that 
work  has  been  suspended. 

The  canal  Napoleon,  which  joins  the  Rhine  to. 
the  %Saone,  will  be  finished  in  four  years.  Three 
millions  a year  ai'e  appropriated  to  it.  The  canal  of 
Burgundy,  which  joins  the  Saone  to  the  Seine,,  iSy 
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progressing  briskly.  One  million  and  five  hundi-ed 
thousand  francs  wul  be  spent  on  it  this  year.  The 
canal  of  Arles,  whxh  is  to  connect  the  Rhone  vi'ith 
he  port  of  Bouc,  is  one-third  executed  ; that  which 
cuts  the  peninsula  of  Brittany  by  joining  the 
Ranee  to  the  Vilaine,  is  executing ; the  canal,  of 
Blaret,  which  joins  Napoleonville  to  L’Onent,  and 
which  Will  one  day  stretch  from  Napoleonville  to 
Brest,  is  almost  completed.  Several  other  cajiais 
of  less  importance  are  either  terminated  or  in  great 
forwardness. 

Roads — By  improving  the  roads  distances  are 
shortened.  It  rs  estimated  that  Turm  hais  been  ap- 
proximated to  Pans  by  thirty  six-hours  travel:  to 
wit  twenty-four  holers  for  the  passage  ot  Mount- 
Cen.s,  and  twelve  hours  for  the  new  road  of  Mau- 
rienne.  H.  M.  has  decreed  the  establishment  of  a 
new  road  from  Par.s  to  Chamberg  through  Tour- 
nus.  That  road,  avoiding  the  mountains,  will  be 
shorter  by  eight  hours  ; thus  Turin  will  have  been 
approximated  to  Paris  by  forty-four  hours,  which 
makes  almost  half  the  distance. 

Milan  IS  brought  nearer  to  Paris  by  the  road  of 
Simplon,  by  more  than  fifty  hours  march,  in  com- 
paiMig  the  actual  road  to  what  existed  ten  years  ago. 

Bayonne  and  Spain  have  been  brought  never  to 
Pans  be  eighteen  hours,  through  the  causeway  made 
On  the  sands  of  the  heaths  between  Bordeaux  and 
Bayonne. 

Mentz  and  Germany  have  been  approximated 
twelve  hours  by  the  causeway  built  on  the  sands  of 
Mentz  to  Metz.  Hamburg  wdl  next  year  be  near- 
er sixty  hours,  by  the  causeway  made  through  the 
sands  from  Maestrich  to  Wesel,  and  from  Wesel  to 
Hamburg ; and  this  will  be  the  first  instance  in  his- 
tory of  eighty  leagues  of  road  having  been  made  in 
the  course  of  two  years.  Ten  different  troops  of 
laborers  are  imploy  ed  in  it,  and  before  the  . end  of 
18il  much  more  than  half  of  that  road  will  be 
finished.  Amsterdam  will  likewise  be  approximated 
to  Paris  by  twelve  hours  by  the  causeway  on  the 
sands  from  Antwerp  to  Amsterdam,  on  which  men 
are  vrorking  at  different  points.  New  roads  are 
opened  from  Spezzia  to  Parma  ; from  Florence  to 
Rimini,  from  Nice  to  Genoa. 

All  the  councils  general  of  the  departments  are 
vyeing  ih  zeal  to  second  the  intentions  of  the  so- 
vereign; and  every  where  roads  are  opening  to  es- 
tablish communications  between  the  different  points 
of  the  departments. 

The  building  of  several  bridges  is  undertaken. 
Those  of  Bordeaux,  Rouen,  Avignon,  on  the 
Rhone,  of  Turin  on  the  Po,  are  the  most  re- 
markable. Those  of  Bordeaux  and  Rouen,  as  well 
as  that  on  the  durance,  which  was  conpleted  last 
year,  were  considered  as  impossible.  A great  num- 
ber of  other  bridges  are  also  finished. 

Works  of  Paris. — The  canal  of  the  Ourcq  and 
the  distribution  of  its  waters  in  the  different  parts  of 
Paris,  are  the  object  of 2, 500,000  francs  expence  per 
year.  In  a few  years  those  works  will  be  completely 
finished.  Already  sixty  fountains  spread  the  waters', 
of  the  Ourcq  in  the  principal  wards  and  markets  of 
the  capital.  The  w^ater  reaches  and  washes  them 
continually.  The  Seine,  Marne,  Sonne,  and 
Oise,  are  the  object  of  considerable  labors,  to 
improve  their  navigation.  -The  cut  of  St.  Mauze, 
which  will  be  finished  next  year.  Will  shorten 
the  navigation  of  the  Marne  five  leagues,  and  will 
afford  Water  for  numerous  uses. — The  sluices  estab- 
lished at  Point-de-P  Arche,  at  Varnon,  &c  will  facili- 
tate the  navigation  of  the  Seine,  and  other  sluices 
will  prolong  it  as  far  as  Troves  and  Aube  I'he 
bridges  of  Clioisy,  Besons  and  Jena,  facilitate  the 
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communications  or  concur  to  the  embellishment  of 
the  capital. 

The  Louvre  is  finishing ; they'  are  pulling  down  - 
the  great  number  of  houses  that  lie  between  the 
touvre  and  the  Thuilleries.  A second  gallery  re- 
unites those  two  palaces. 

Jinsioer  of  the  president  of  the  ministers  of  the  interior 

and  to  the  conyisellors  of  state,  charged  to  present 

the  expose  of  the  situation  of  the  empire. 

The  legislative  body  has  heard  with  the  most 
lively  interest,  the  expose  that  you  have  presented 
lO  it  of  the  prosperous  situation  of  the  empire,  and 
the  faithful  recital  of  all  that  the  government  con- 
ceives and  executes  for  the  safety,  happiness  and 
glory  of  the  state  ; until  now'  we  have  been  able  to 
admire  the  genius  at  once  capable  to  found  a great 
empire  and  give  it  the  arts  and  law^s  which  are  to 
make  it  flourish  ; but  a new  spectacle  presents  it- 
self before  us ; we  see  ancient  and  fatal  barriers, 
which  opposed  the  relation  ofthe  people,  disappear. 

The  interior  commerce  will  no  longer  meet  w itli 
those  obstacles  which  suspended  its  course,  and  will 
not  be  stopped  by  vain  inquietudes ; the  national 
wealth  will  enable  to  undertake  every  thing  that  is 
great  and  useful,  and  the  zeal  of  government 'will  be 
able  to  anticipate  the  wants  of  the  people. 

But  such  is  the  destiny  of  the  most  generous 
undertaking  -hat  they  spread  all  their  benefits  only 
in  future  genei'ations,  and  that  they  are  fully  requit- 
ed only  by  the  gratitude  of  posterity.  Our  descen- 
dants will  see  commerce  freed  from  the  uncertain- 
ties of  politics,  and  its  fortune  become  independent 
from  the  vicissitude  of  events.  An  immense  coun- 
try which  comprizes  all  the  climates  and  so  many 
industrious  nations,  is  opened  to  its  activity  ; it  w'ill 
neither  fear  the  jealousy  of  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions nor  the  ravages  of  w^ar ; but  in  circulating  in 
its  numerous  provinces,  it  will  animate  every  spe- 
cies of  industry,  and  w ill  find  in  its  bosom  the  arti- 
san and  consumer  of  all  its  produce  ; it  is  for  this 
purpose  that  so  many  enterprizes  are  formed  and 
executed  ; the  mountains  are  levelled,  the  rivers  are 
no  longer  seperated  in  their  course,  the  distances 
approximated,  and  magnificent  monuments  are  ri* 
sing  to  celebrate  this  memorable  epocha.  Our  as- 
tonished descendants  wdll  learn  that  one  and  the 
same  reign  has  seen  commence  and  finished  those 
prodigious  v/orks  ; and  if  their  enjoyments  are  not 
to  be  mingled  with  any  sacrifice,  we  shall  at  least 
have  the  advantage  of  having  participated  in  the 
honour  of  those  generous  efforts,  and  of  having 
rendered  ourselves  equally  w'orthy  of  the  glory  of 
our  age  and  of  the  gratitude  of  posterity. 


State  of  Tennessee. 

Kroxville,  Sept.  16. — At  three  o’clock  the 
following  communication  was  received  from  the 
governor : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

And  House  of  Representatives, 

Coming  from  the  difterent  sections  of  the  state, 
clothed  with  the  powers  of  a free  and  independent 
people,  possessing  their  confidence  bottomed  oa 
their  knowledge  of  your  love  of  country  and  ability 
to  serve  them  in  your  representative  capacity,  the 
best  hopes  are  entertained  that  great  diligence  w ill 
be  used  throughout  your  session  to  better  the  poli- 
tical condition  of  the  state,  and  to  promote  in  every 
practicable  degree  the  w'elfare  aud  comfort  of  your 
constituents,  in  a manner  that  shall  redound  to  your 
credit,  and  to  the  credit  of  Tennessee. 

The  political  relations  between  the  United  State.s 
and  foreign  iiatians  have  not  of  late  undergone  any 


1S8 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER—GOVEIINOU  GRISWOLD’S  SPEECH. 


material  change,  whereby  to  better  the  condition  of 
the  former,  owing  in  a gi-eat  measure,  as  is  to  be 
presumed  lo  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
the  belligerent  powers  of  the  old  world  find  them- 
seives  compelled  to  act  one  towards  the  other ; 
which  situation  appears  to  be  such  as  almost  to  re- 
quire the  friendly  interposition  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing to  save  them  from  destruction,  or  to  put  their 
affairs  so  to  rights,  as  that  they  may  be  enabled  and 
disposed  to  act  liberally  and  justly  towards  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  which  has  uni- 
formly observed  a dignified  and  respectful  neutral 
course,  die  observance  of  which  under  eXiSting 
circumstances,  has  tended  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
our  government  in  the  greatest  practicable  degree  ; 
but  notwithstanding  the  uniform  disposition  of  our 
governmenc  to  continue  in  amity  with  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  on  terms  which  would  be  honorable 
to  a nation  as  manifested  by  the  neutral  course  ob- 
served, a wanton  attack  was  made  in  the  course  of 
the  past  summer  on  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
by  the  commander  of  a British  armed  vessel,  which 
was  instantly  repelled  in  a becomming  manner  by  the 
gallant  commodore  Uodgers,  whose  highly  praise- 
worthy conduct  soon  taught  captain  Bingham  to 
know  his  error  and  feel  his  inferiority. — I fell  a per- 
fect confidence  in  the  patriotism,  independence, 
firmness  and  ability  of  the  administrators  of  the 
general  government,  and  entertain  a thorough  be- 
lief that  they  will  administer  it  so  as  best  to  promote 
the  general  welfare  at  home  and  so  as  to  inspire 
cofidi^nce  abroad  among  all  nations  who  duly  ap- 
preciate the  blessings  of  liberty  and  who  are  attached 
to  pure  republican  government,  so  pre-eminently 
calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 

No  doubt  is  entertained  but  that  your  attention 
to  the  militia  laws  will  be  such,  as  to  produce  such  a 
system  for  the  better  regulation  of  that  most  valua- 
ble and  useful  class  of  citizens,  as  to  cause  each  to 
vie  with  the  other  in  a laudable  performance  of  duty, 
thereby  to  enable  them  to  be  prepared  to  act  prompt- 
ly in  support  of  the  rights  of  freemen  on  all  proper 
occasions — that  description  of  citizens  who  are 
justly  considered  to  be  the  strength  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  protectors  and  defenders  of  our  best 
and  dearest  rights,  at  all  times  feel  disposed  to  do 
what  their  country  rightfully  may  require,  and  eve- 
ry possible  exertion  should  be  made  to  enable  them 
to  deserve  well  of  their  country  in  the  execution  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

[The  governor  then  adverts  to  many  local  objects, 
which  shews  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
state  ; but  are  not  of  sufficient  general  interest  to 
require  insertion  in  the  Register.  Among  other 
things  he  informs  the  legislature,  that  Messrs  Ful- 
ton and  Livingston  proposed  to  bring  a steam  boat 
into  use  in  the  waters  of  that  state — and  sugg'ests 
the  propriety  of  revising  the  laws  calculated  to 
preserve  the  credit  of  bank  notes  issued  by  banks 
regularly  chartered  in  the  several  states.  A wag- 
gon road  is  to  be  opened  from  the  river  Tennessee 
leading  direct  to  Fort  Stoddart,  on  the  Mobile — 
a better  road  than  is  at  present  in  use  between 
Tennessee  and  the  United  States’saline  works,  situ- 
ateinthe  territory  of  Illinois,  s expected  to  be  made.] 

State  of  Connecticut. 

The  general  assembly  met  at  JVewITaven  on  the  IQinst. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 

Gentlemeii  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

No  importiuit  change  in  the  political  or  commer- 
cial relations  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 


nations,  appears  to  have  taken  place,  since  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Assembly 

The  relaxation  of  the  general  plan  of  depredation, 
wh.ch  has  been  observed  in  a tew  cases,  on  the  part 
of  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  has  not  been  at- 
tended with  a general  restoration  of  American  pro- 
perty sequestered  m violation  of  our  rights,  or  any 
frank  and  explicit  revocation  of  the  decrees,  under 
which  the  great  mass  of  seizures  have  been  made. 
The  same  course  of  depredation  appears  also  to  be 
continued,  and  little  hope  can  be  entertained,  that 
our  rights  will  be  respected  in  future.  Nor  can  we 
perceive  any  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  other 
beligerent  power  towards  the  United  States.  The 
capture  and  condemnation  of  our  property  by  that 
power,  appears  to  increase  with  the  opportunities 
for  executing  their  unjust  orders.  Whilst  our  trade 
IS  so  extensively  plundered  by  foreign  nations,  it 
would  have  afforded  great  satisfaction  to  reflect  that 
no  part  of  our  commercial  embarassments  had 
aixsen  from  the  measures  of  our  own  governments 
But  we  have  to  regret  that  the  restrictive  laws  of 
the  Union  still  remain  in  force,  and  without  essen- 
tially aflecting  foreign  nations,  are  aggravating  the 
evils  which  their  injustice  has  produced,  and  are 
felt  with  peculiar  set^erity  by  the  commercial  and 
other  important  interests  of  this  State.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  presumed  that  the  advocates  of  that  sys- 
tem must  before  this  time,  have  become  satisfied 
that  the  measure  originated  from  mistaken  views  of 
the  public  interest,  and  that  the  national  Legisla- 
ture will  abandon  it,  at  the  approaching  session  of 
Congress. 

Intelligent  men,  hoWever,  will  perceive  that  our 
public  concerns  require  something  more  than  a 
repeal  of  particular  obnoxious  laws.  It  has  been 
our  misfortune  to  pursue  a policy  which  has  ren- 
dered us  contemptible  in  the  view'  ol  foreign  nations^ 
and  we  are  treated  as  a people,  who  are  ready  to 
submit  to  every  indignity,  which  interst  or  caprice 
impose  upon  us.  It  cannot,  however  be  too  late  to 
retrieve  the  national  honor,  and  we  ought  to  ex- 
pect, that  our  public  councils  will  find,  that  a man- 
ly, impartial,  and  decided  course  of  measures  has 
now  become  indispensible — such  a course  as  shall 
satisfy  foreign  nations,  that  whilst  w'e  desire  peace, 
we  have  the  means  and  the  spirit  to  repel  aggression.- 
The  interests  of  the  United  States  undoubtedly  re- 
quire a secure  and  honourable  peace ; but  the  only 
guarantee  which  ought,  or  can  wuth  safety  be  re- 
lied on  for  this  object,  is  a sufficient  organized  force 
and  a spirit  to  use  it  with  effect  w'hen  no  other  ho- 
norable means  of  redress  can  be  resorted  to  The 
extensive  resources,  aided  by  the  geographical  situ- 
ation of  our  country,  have  furnished  every  neces- 
sary means  for  defending  our  territory  and  our  com- 
merce, and  we  are  false  to  ourselves  when  either 
is  invaded  with  impunity.  To  the  general  govern- 
ment however  beiong's  the  care  of  these  important 
f oncerns,  and  it  is  not  for  the  State  authorities  to 
encroach  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Union.  Yet  it 
is  important  for  every  State  to  know  and  to  feel  the 
condition  of  our  general  concerns,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared to  co-operate  with  the  nation  in  those  mea- 
sures which  the  publick  honor  and  safety  demand. 

No  information  regarding  the  Treasury  has  been 
received  by  me  particularly  deserving  your  atten- 
tion; the  regularity  and  success  with  which  the 
business  of  that  department  has  been  long  conduct- 
ed is  too  well  known  to  require  an  explanation. 

The  present  condition  of  the  school  fund,  with 
the  improvements  in  its  sec  irity,  wdiere  that  was 
practicable,  and  the  new  arrangements  for  a more 
ipunctualpa-yment  of  interest,  fully  proves  the  judg- 
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naent  and  activity  of  the  g-entlemen,  to  whom  the 
legislature  has  confided  the  management  of  that 
important  property.  The  nominal  amount  of  the 
fund,  as  it  stood  in  the  books  of  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  was  §1,332,756  15. 

This  gross  sum  consists  of  the  following  items  : 
Debts  well  secured,  and  on  interest  §900,687  78 
Lands  taken  in  payment  of  debts  223,651  96 

Bonds  and  contracts  which  may  be 
paid  in  lands 


Debts  partially  secured 
Bad  debts 


From  which  amount  if 
we  deduct  the  bad 
debts  amounting  to 
The  probable  loss  on  the 
sale  of  lands  actually 
received  and  which 
may  hereafter  be  re- 
ceived, estimated  at 
25  per  cent. 

The  loss  on  debts  par- 
tially secured  estima- 
ted at 


101,190  56 
85,119  10 
22,106  66 


§1,332,756  06 


§22,106  66 


81,210  63 


28,373  03 


131,690  32 


There  will  remain  §1,201,165  74 

being  the  amount  ultimately  to  be  relied  on  as  the 
productive  school  fund. 

I have  not  been  able  to  attend  any  review  of 
militia  during  the  autumn,  but  I have  the  most 
satisfactory  information  that  the  troops  have  im- 
proved in  discipline  and  appearance  since  the  last 
year.  The  situation  of  our  country,  and  the  crisis 
which  is  probably  approaching,  certainly  demands 
your  particular  attention  to  this  object ; and  it  rests 
with  the  legislature  to  consider,  whether  it  is  not 
prudent  in  addition  to  those  measures  which  may 
be  contemplated  for  improvements  in  discipline,  to 
provide  for  an  increase  of  field  artillery,  and  such 
military  stores  as  may  be  least  liable  to  decay.  It 
is  unwise  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  events  which 
threaten  our  tranquility  ; and  imprudent  to  wait 
until  the  storm  overtakes  us,  before  we  are  fully 
prepared  to  resist  it. 

The  accidents  to  which  all  men  of  enterprize  in 
busine.ss  ai*e  exposed,  has  in  most  governments 
produced  a code  of  insolvent  laws.  Our  laws  on 
the  subject  are  probably  defective  ; and  I submit  to 
your  consideration,  whether  it  is  expedient  to  re- 
vise that  subject  at  the  present  session,  and  attempt 
to  devise  a system  which  shall  be  better  calculated 
to  secure  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  and  at  the  same 
time  more  effectually  to  restore  tlie  unfortmiate 
debtor  to  usefulness  in  the  community. 

You  may  be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  I shall 
■with  great  satisfaction,  contribute  all  in  my  power 
for  expediting  the  public  business  ; and  having  no 
doubt  that  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  will  gov- 
ern your  proceedings,  which  has  on  former  occa- 
sions distinguished  the  legislature,  I flatter  myself 
that  your  deliberations  will  result  in  measures  bene- 
ircial  to  the  community.  R.  GRISWOLD 

October  Session,  1811. 


Swedish  Statistics. 

In  common  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe 
Sweden  has  undergone  great  changes  within  a few 
years.  The  following  notes,  collected  from  several 
iftte  publicatioitg,  may  assi.st  the  reader  in  forming  a 
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general  idea  of  the  present  state  of  the  coi  n'ry,  and 
serve  for  common  reference.  The  presumptive 
heir  of  the  crown  of  Sweden  is  the  ex-French 
general  Beniadotte^  called  by  his  late  master,  the 
pHnce  of  Ponto  Corvo,  and  appomted  “ crown 
prince,”  a sliort  time  ago  by  the  states  of  Sweden; 
whose  king,  tottering  with  imbecility,  must  soon 
descend  to  the  grave. 

Before  her  late  wars  with  dlussia  and  France, 
Sweden  was  estimated  to  contain  210,000  square 
miles,  and  possesses  2,977,355  inhabitants — exclu- 
sive of  Pomerania  [in  Germany]  with  1,440  square 
miles  and  110,000  inhabitants,  and  the  wild  regions 
of  Lapland,  not  taken  into  the  account,  and  of  lit- 
tle value. 

By  Russia  she  has  lost  all  that  part  of  Sweden 
situate  east  of  the  gulf  of  Bothnia,  called  Finland^ 
containing  about  50,000  square  miles,  and  624,000 
inhabitants.  Pomerania  has  been  annexed  by  France, 
to  the  new-made  kingdom  of  Westphalia. — Sweden, 
therefore,  at  present,  possesses  160,000  square 
miles,  with  the  very  thin  population  of  2,353,355 
souls — not  15  to  a square  mile. 

The  following  items  are  calculated  on  the  king- 
dom as  it  luas — if  one  fourth  is  deducted  from  the 
general  results  they  may  apply  to  the  kingdom  as  it 
is,  with  tolerable  accuracy. 

The  revenue  of  Sweden,  arising  from  rents  of 
crown  lands,  capitation  taxes,  customs,  &c.  is  es- 
timated at  §6,438,000  per  annum.  The  expences 
have  generally  exceeded  the  income,  and  the  na- 
tional debt  lately  amounted  to  §45,000,000. 

The  reg'ular  standing  army  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  15,000  men — but  what  are  called  the 
“ national  troops,”  being,  in  truth,  nothing  more 
than  an  exceedingly  well  organized  militia,  fre- 
quently exercised,  and  at  a moment,  ready  to  as- 
semble at  the  call  of  the  government,  amount  to 
nearly  40,000  mqn,  of  whom  10,000  are  horsemen. 
The  naval  poiver  of  Sweden  is  not  very  great,  most 
of  the  ships  being  old  and  unfit  for  service — they, 
liowever,  boast  of  about  25  ships  of  the  line,  and  12 
or  15  frigates. 

Stockholm  contains  72,000  inhabitants — here  is 
established  the  national  bank,  a reputable  institu- 
tion, with  a capital  of  about  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Gothenburg,  or  Gottenburg,  is  the  secoml  city 
of  Sweden — a busy,  active  and  commercial  place, 
with  a population  of  25,000  souls. 

Carlscrona,  the  station  of  the  royal  navy — has  a 
fine  harbor  strongly  fortified  and  12,000  inhabitants, 

Upsal  is  famous  for  its  imiversity.  This  city  was 
formerly  the  capital  of  Sweden.  Its  library  contaiiis 

40.000  volumes. 

Abo,  in  Finland  was  a place  of  considerable  trade, 
and  one  of  tlie  most  pleasant  towns  in  the  north. — 
Population  12,000.  In  the  university  here  are  30(1 
students. 

In  1748  there  were  in  Sweden,  496  founderies, 
539  large  forge  hammers,  971  smaller  ones,  making 
bar  iron  and  other  manufactures  of  iron,  that  year, 
to  the  amount  of  304,415  ship-pounds,  or  40,588 
f American J tons.  The  present  produce  is  about 

400.000  ship-pounds,  or  53,330  tons,  per  annum. 

The  copper  produced  In  Sweden  is  10,000  ship- 

pounds,  or  1400  tons  a year 

Some  small  quantities  oi' gold  and  silver  are  still 
obtained,  though  the  mines  are  considered  as  ex- 
h.austed. 

Lead  was  formerly  obtained  in  great  quantities  in 
Sweden,  but  the  mines  are  generally  abandoned  and 
the  article  imported. 

For  home  consumption  and  exportation,  the 
Swedes  make  160,000  bjoreis  of  tar  i)sr  annum,  be- 
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skies  pitch-large  quantities  of  timber  have  been  ex- 
ported, chiefly  to  England. 

Sweden  imports  a great  deal  of  corn  and  meal  — 
not  being  able  to  raise  enough  for  the  consumption 
of  her  people. 

They  catch  300,000  barrels  of  herring  a year  on 
the  shoals  of  Marstrand. 

There  are  several  fine  canals  in  Sweden — one  of 
them  connects  the  Baltic  with  the  Atlantic-it  has 
eight  locks — the  highest  ground  passed  over  is  112 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea — it  is  navigated  by 
vessels  of  150  tons,  and  cost  only  358,988  rix  dol- 
lars— the  kmg  employing  a great  number  of  soldiers 
on  the  work,  and  giving  to  the  company  all  tljie  tim- 
ber and  stone  they  wanted  to  complete  it. 

In  1804  there  were  exported  from  Stockholm 
227,^94  ship-pounds  of  iron  ; 5129  do.  copper  and 
brass  wire,  103,640  barrels  pitch  and  tar. 

From  Gottenbuvg  in  the  same  year  were  exported, 
77,303  ship-pounds  of  iron  : 7,401  do.  fine  forged 
work ; 2,813  do.  steel ; 79,512  bbls  herrings ; 28,582 
Jispounds  mountain  moss  ; 12,398  ells  of  linen ; 
10,662  ells  [Swedish]  Sail  duck ; with  some  smok- 
ed herr.ngs,  cod,  tar,  pitch  and  window  glass,  and 
a large  quantity  of  boards.  Imported,  among  other 
articles  the  same  year,  55,303  bbls.  salt— -148,494 
do.  grain. 

The  exports  of  Gejie  and  Aho  are  iron,  a little 
copper,  and  a great  deal  of  timber— and,  from  the 
latter,  some  pitch  and  tar. 

In  the  year  1 800,  the  number  of  merchant  vessels 
belonging  to  Sweden  was  956,  burthen  63,534  tons, 
and  navigated  by  9,929  men.  Of  tuese  ships  Stock- 
holm possesssd  234;  Calmar,  43  ; Gottenburg  168 ; 
Whisby  55  ; Carlscrona  33  ; Carlshamm  40  ; 
Malmo  31 ; Uddvalla  24  ; Abo  16. 

In  1801,  vessels  994 — tons  62,955,  navigated  by 
9,689  n^n.  In  1802,  946  vessels,  62,234  tons ; 
10,185  seamen. 

The  Swedish  exports  amount,to  about  g6,250,000 
per  annum— imports  g4,560,obO— bs^lance  in  favor 
the  country  ^1,690,000. 

The  whole  kingdom  contains  only  104  towns, 
80,250  villages  and  1200  estates  of  nobility.  The 
manufactures,  except  of  iron  and  copper  are  incon- 
siderable. The  produce  of  broad  cloth  manufactur- 
ed, amounts  to  about  500,000  rix  dollars  per  annum. 

I The  Swedish  Diet,  in  1786,  consisted  of  49 
counts,  136  barons,  188  knights,  396  gentlemen, 
51  ecclesiastics,  94  representatives  of  the  cities,  & 
165  deputies  from  the  peasantry.  The  diet,  or  as- 
sembly of  the  states,  possess  some  important  privi- 
leges, though  the  government  may  fairly  be  called 
a despotism. 

Monies  ‘weights  and  measures-^Vl  runstucks  make 
1 schilling' — 48  schillings  1 rix  dollar,  equal  to  ^1, 
04'.  Accounts  are  chiefly  kept  in  rix  dollars,  schil- 
lings  and  runstucks.  The  copper  dollar  is  11  cents 
and  a half.  The  Ducat  ^2,07,  There  are  several 
other  coins  and  monies  used  in  some  of  the  provin- 
ces. In  calculating  duties,  the  United  States  value 
the  rix  dollar  as  an  American  dollar. 

75  lb.  (of  Iron  weight)  is  56  lb.  English.  60  lb. 
(victualu,  a standard  weight,)  is  equal  to  56  lb  En- 
glish. 20  lb.  is  a lispound—2(i  lispound  a ship-pound 
— 7 1-2  ship-pounds  (iron  weight)  an  English  ton 
6 ship-pounds  (victualu)  a ton.  A last  is  12  ship- 
pounds. 

Fifty  seven  Swedish  ells  are  equal  to  37  yards  En- 
Sjhsh ; it  is,  ther^bre  nearly  ^ 1-2  inches  long. 


British  Statistics. 

THE  CHfRClI  ESTAIJLISHMEXT. 

Phehmixaut  iiEoiARKs. — ^lu  monarchical  gove*t\. 

I ments,  the  church  (as  it  is  called)  forms  too  ini‘ 

I portant  an  item  of  their  political  economy  to  be- 
passed  over  slightly. 

j Unfortunately,  for  true  religion  and  the  comfort 

\ and  ease  of  tlie  people,  it  happens,  that  kings,  im- 
piously aflecting  a right  from  God  to  enslave  and 
oppress,  and  murder  and  destroy  their  fellow  be- 
ings, have  found  it  necessaay  to  bolster  their  claims 
by  a pensioned  priesthood : — hence  what  are  term- 
ed  established  religions,  the  chosen  curse  of  man- 
kind ; the  true  box  of  Pandora,  as  pregnant  with 
evil,  as  though  every  fallen  spirit,  (conjured  up  and 
named  by  Milton,')  had  commingled  his  favorite 
crime  and  darling  vice  to  form  the  homd  congi’e- 
gation  : — the  grand  agent  of  knavery ; the  choice 
engine  of  tyrants  ; and  of  all  delusions  the  most^ 
base  and  unpardonable,  as  it  would  render  the  great 
duty  that  man  owes  his  Creator  of  adoration  & ho- 
mage, the  medium  of  his  own  debasement  & servi- 
tude. In  England,  thotigh  at  this  time,  they  do  not 
occasionally  “ roast  woman  and  children  for  the 
sake  of  Christianity^^  as  they  used  to  do,  and  have 
done,  in  other  countries,  the  church  is  not  among 
the  least  of  the  impositions  on  the  good  people  of 
that  nation — but  it  is  not  our  intention  to  go  into  a 
minute  detail  of  its  demerits  ; from  what  follows 
the  reader  may  draw  conclusious  for  himself. 

France,  like  England  (and,  indeed,  most  of  the 
countries  ofEurope)  has  her  established  religion — 
Turkey  as  well  as  the  rest,  and  on  more  libercd 
principles  than  several  of  them.  Perhaps,  they  are 
just  as  necessary  to  monarchies  as  dark-lanthorns 
are  to  midnight  thieves. 

Bonaparte,  though  possessed  of  greater  resources 
of  mind  than  all  the  kings  of  Europe  united,  and 
enjoying  more  personal  influence  over  the  will  and 
destinies  of  man  than  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  an 
individual  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  has,  notwith- 
standing, found  it  convenient  to  employ  this  engine 
on  many  occasions.  Before  he  went  to  Egy  pt  he 
was  an  atheist  or  deist,  as  was  the  fashion  of  the 
time — In  Egypt  he  was  a Mussulman,  and,  in  the 
common  language  of  the  Turks  and  Arabians,  cried 
out  “ there  is  no  God  but  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his 
prophet.^'*  Since  his  return  from  that  country,  he 
has  become  a most  zealous  Roman  Catholic and  so 
conscientiously  scrupulous  was  he,  that  he  re-marned 
Josephine,  the  pope  himself  performing  the  cere- 
mony, who  also  solemnly  crowned  them  emperor 
and  empress  of  France,  and  king  and  queen  of  Italy. 
In  the  holy  farce,  pope  Pius  was  an  unwilling  actor; 
but  Bonaparte  thought  it  necessary  so  to  cheat  the 
people,  and  there  was  no  resisting  his  will.* 

Sjnce  then  the  emperor  of  the  French  has  insti- 
tuted priests  and  parishes — and,  like  the  infamous 
Henry  Vlllth  of  England,  been  stiled  the  “ restore^ 
of  religion  when,  in  fact,  he  has  only  restored  the 
ministers  : who,  true  to  their  pensions,  salaries  and 
perquisites,  describe  him  to  the  people  as  the  imme- 
diate agent  of  heaven,  called  to  accomplish  its  pur- 
poses ! teaching  them  the  most  abject  obedience  to 
his  decress,  and  extolling  his  schemes  of  ambition.- 


* It  is,  however,  an  act  of  common  justice  to  say 
that  no  man  is  persecuted  in  France  l\)r  his  religi- 
ous opinions.  A protestant  is  as  readily  appointed 
to  office  as  a catholic-\\o  distinction  is  made  between 
them.  This  is  not  the  case  in  free  and  enlightened 
Britain.  The  French  priests  are  supported  by  go^- 
•vernment ; but  in  protestant  countries  are  p^'ote^ntt. 
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In  Prussia,  among*  other  reg-ulations  concerning  I 
religion,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  soldiers,  when  I 
formed  in  line,  should  be  all  jwed  some  precise  1 
space  of  time,  (say  two  minutes)  to  pray.  They  1 
were  notified  of  its  commencement  and  termination 
by  beat  of  drum  but  if  any  man,  in  his  devotion  to 
his  maker,  forgot  what  was  due  his  earthly  master, 
and,  for  half  a second,  prayed  longer  than  the  laru 
permitted,  the  sergeant’s'  cane  across  his  shoulders 
reminded  him  of  his  mortality,  and  taught  him  to 
fee  less  religious  in  future. 

In  the  year  996,  Haken-b’amr-Allah,  calif  of 
Egypt  established  a religion — he  went  further;  he 
proclaimed  himself  God,  and  many  thousand  men 
registered  their  names  acknowledging  that  he  Was 
so  I'he  priest  offered  sacrifices  to  him  as  a divinity 
— but  his  godship  was  killed  in  a tumult ; some  of 
his  disciples  escaped  and  fled  to  the  mountains  of 
Lebanon  m Syria  ; where  establishing  themselves; 
they  gave  rise  to  the  people  at  present  known  by 
the  name  of  Brazes  who  yet  retain  some  part  of 
their  opinions. 

In  the  United  States  we  have  nothing  of  this  kind, 
though  in  the  constitutions  of  some  of  the  states 
there  are  provisions  manifesting  a spirit  of  intole- 
rance directly  at  variance  with  the  general  scope  of 
all  mr  institutions.  The  increase  of  that  liberality 
of  sentiment  which  has  so  greatly  promoted  the 
cause  of  true  religion  in  the  United  States  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people,  we  trust,  will  speedily  de- 
stroy the  yet  remaining  shreds  of  despotism,  and 
give  to  every  man  the  free  and  inestimable  privilege 
of  worshiping  in  his  own  way,  and  according  to  his 
ewn  consience,  without  depriving  him  of  any  right 
another  enjoys  on  that  account. 

Ecclesiastical  govermneiit  of  England. — ^England 
is  divided  into  two  ecclesiastical  provinces.  Tlie 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  21  suffragan  bi- 
shops, IS  called  primate  of  all  England.  The  arch- 
bishop of  York,  having  only  three  suffragans,  is 
stiled  primate  of  England.  They  have  precedence 
over  all  the  nobility  not  of  the  blood  royal. 

The  following  are  the  dues  appertaining  to  each 
— as  well  what  “they  are  rated  at  on  the  king’s 
books,”  as  what  they  really  produce,  extracted 
from  a late  British  publication  : 

Rated  at  1.  Sterling.  Produce,^. 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury2816 

17 

11  1-4 

35,520 

York 

1609 

19 

2 

31,080 

Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 

187 

11 

6 

6,660 

Bangor 

131 

16 

4 

5,328 

Bath  & Wells 

1 531 

1 

3 

9,768 

Bristol 

338 

8 

4 

6,660 

Carlisle 

504 

4 

11-2 

12,432 

Chester 

420 

1 

8 

11,988 

Chichester 

677 

1 

3 

9,324 

Coventry 
Litchfield  5 

559 

18 

2 1-2 

12,432 

St.  David’s 

457 

1 

10  1-2 

6,216 

Durham 

2821 

1 

5 1-4 

38,628 

Ely 

^ Exeter 

2134 

18 

5 

17,760 

500 

0 

0 

11,988 

Gloucester 

315 

17 

2 

8,800 

Hereford 

763 

16 

6 1-4  13,320 

Landaff 

154 

14 

1 

7,104 

Lincoln 

894 

10 

1 

14,200 

London 

1119 

8 

4 

27,528 

Norwich 

899 

18 

7 1-2 

13,320 

Oxford 

354 

16 

4 3-4 

12,432 

Peterborough 

414 

19 

11 

7,548 

Rochester 

358 

3 

2 1-2 

10,656 

Salisbury 

1367 

11 

8 

15,540 

"Winchester 

2793 

4 

2 

32,856 

Worcester 

1049 

16 

3 3-4 

15.096 

There  is  also  a bishop  of  Sodor  and  IVIan,  conse- 
crated by  the  archbishop  of  York,  but  not  consi- 
dered a suffragan.  As  the  see  has  never  been 
erected  into  an  English  barony,  he  has  not  a seat  in 
the  house  of  peers — ^his  receipts  arc  about  60(X) 
dollars  per  annum. 

— Many  of  the  bishops  have  also  a rich  deanery 
or  some  other  “ living”  attached  to  their  see  which 
is  held  as  a mere  sinecure ; indeed  a majority  of 
the  bishoprics  themselves  appear  to  be  little  else  — 
Perhaps,  if  we  add  about  one-half  of  the  sums  stat- 
ed to  their  several  amounts,  we  may  ascertain  pretty 
nearly  the  true  aggregate  of  monies  these  twenty- 
seven  gentlemen  receive  from  the  people — say, 
600,000  dollars  per  aniinm  ; or  more  than,  doable  the 
amount  of  the  tohole  civil  list  of  the  United  States  ! 

The  amount  of  tythes  in  England  is  estimated  at 
five  millions  of  pounds  (§22,200,000)  per  anmum, 
nearly  twice  as  much  as  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States.  If  to  this  we  add  the  various  other 
dues  and  receipts  of  the  clergy  of  the  established 
church,  extorted  in  a thousand  different  ways, 
almost  incomprehensible  to  a plain  sober-minded 
Amencan,  we  may  safely  assert,  that  the  whole 
support  of  the  church  costs  the  nation  not  less  than 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  a year. 

The  tythes  are  a tenth  of  all  the  produce  of  the 
earth,  which  the  farmer  is  obliged  to  prepare  for 
the  barn  of  the  clegyman — If  his  crop  is  wheat,  he 
must  cut  it,  and  put  it  up  in  sheaves,  ten  in  a heap 
— the  priest,  or  his  deputy,  comes  and  picks  out 
every  tenth  heap,  and  carries  it  away ; but  until  he 
has  made  this  selection  the  farmer  dares  not  move  a 
straw  from  his  own  field.  So  it  is  with  all  other 
grain,  and  produce  of  the  spiff 

The  lesser  tythes,  as  they  are  called,  is  the  tenth 
turkey,  chicken,  pig,  calfj  apple,  pear,  plumb,.  &c^ 
— a tenth  of  all  the  garden  stuff ; a tenth  of  the 
milk,  butter  and  cheese,  and  a commutation  for  a 
tenth  of  the  grass  the  cattle  consume,  &c. 

The  gross  number  of  the  established  priesthood 
who  liave  ^divings,**  in  England, (from  a late 
speech  in  parliament)  appears  to  be  about  11,700. 
In  addition  to, the  bishops  there  are  24  deans,  60 
archdeacons,  200  prebends,  100  cannons,  14  chan.* 
cellors,  11,300  rectors,  and  vicars.  The  whole  of 
the  clergy  of  this  church  including  the  minor 
cannons,  curates,  chaplms,  rural  deans,  lecturers, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  amount  to  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men 
— add  to  these  the  parish  clerks  and  other  officers 
or  members  of  the  church,  with  their  various  re- 
tainers and  servants,  directly  or  indirectly  paid  by  the 
labor  of  the  people,  and  the  whole  aggregate  may  be 
estimated  at  120,000  able  bodied  hearty  fellows, 
whose  trade  and  business  it  is  to  keep  this  great 
machine  of  monarchy  in  motion ! 

The  archbishops,  bishops  and  archdeacons,  &c. 
likewise  hold  courts,  in  which  the  proceedings  (of 
a nature  too  various  to  detail,)  are  among  the  most 
vexatious  and  expensive  to  which  the  people  are  lia- 
ble. 

Not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  British  nation  are 
professed  members  of  the  established  church ; but 
all  are  compelled  to  contribute  alike  to  its  mainte- 
nance. 

Such  is  the  national  church  of  England,  -which 
boasts  of  being  more.  TOLERANT  thgn  any  other 
in  Eiirope.  All  the  dignified  places  are  in  the  gift 
of  the  king : and  it  may  easily  be  believed  that  the 
clergy  are  among  the  most  faithful  friends  of  royalty 

fif  after  being  no\^i1ae<i  forty-eight  hours,  the  priest 
does  not  remove  his  tenth,  the  farmer  may  reAt®^- 
hla  own  part  of  the  crop. 
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We  close  this  article  by  observing,  that,  though 
among  the  clergy  of  all  established  religions,  there 
are  men  of  great  piety  and  virtue  (if  piety  and. 
virtue  can  exist  in  a person  who  lives  on  the  labor  ot 
others,  without  their  consent)  they  are  generally 
among  the  most  venal  and  corrupt  oi  mankind. 
This  remark  is  made  without  particular  reierence 
to  England ; though,  at  the  “ reformation”  of  9000 
beneficed  clerg3^men,  less  than  a hundred  refused 
to  conform  to  the  new  order  of  things,  rather  than 
lose  their  “livings”  and,  perhaps,  woAild  now  turn 
back  again  if  desired.  It  is  so,  and  naturally  will 
be  so,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  where  pre-eminence 
and  exclusive  privileges  are  enjoyed  by  any  particu- 
lar sect.  How  much  reason  have  the  United  States 
to  be  thankful  for  their  envied  lot — for  that  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  toleration  which  recognizes  no  other 
distinction  than  virtue,  and  causes  the  catholic^  the 
quaker^  the  episcopalian  and  the  presbyterian,  the 
baptist  and  the  methodist,  and  all  other  sects,  to  meet  in 
harmony,  and  part  in  brotherly  love,  kindly  hoping 
nd  firmly  believing,  that  all  may  arrive  at  the  con- 
summation of  happiness,  though  travelling  towards 
) f by  different  roads.  Such  a state  of  things 
mjBs  not  fxist  in  ant  other  country. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte, 

abridged  from  the  most  authentic  sources. 

CHAPTER.  III. 

(continued  FtlOM  PAGE  115.) 

An  eloquent  address  from  the  junta  was'  sent 
forth  to  the  people  of  Madrid  : — “Seville,”  said  they 
“ has  learned  with  consternation  and  surprise  your 
dreadful  catastrophe  of  tlie  second  of  May ; the  weak- 
ness of  a government,  w’hich  did  nothing  in  our  fa- 
vor ; winch  ordered  arms  to  be  directed  against  you, 
and  your  heroic  sacrifices.  Blessed  be  ye,  and  your 
memory  shall  shine  immortal  in  the  annals  of  our 
nation. — Slie  has  seen  with  horror,  that  the  authors 
of  all  your  misfortunes,  and  of  ours,  has  published  a 
proclamation,  in  which  he  distorted  every  fact,  and 
pretended,  that  you  gave  the  first  provocation,  while 
it  was  he  who  provoked  you.  The  government  was 
weak  enough  to  sanction  and  order  that  proclama- 
tion to  be  circulated,  and  saw  with  perfect  compo- 
sure, numbers  of  you  put  to  death,  for  a pretended 
violation  of  laws  which  did  not  exist.  The  Trench 
were  told  in  that  proclamation,  that  French  blood 
profusely  shed,  was  crying  out  for  vengence  ! And 
rhe  Spanish  blood,  does  not  it  cry  out  for  vengeance  ? 
— that  , Spanish  blood,  shed  by  an  army  which  hesi- 
tated not  to  attack  a disarmed  and  defenceless  peo- 
ple, living  under  their  laws  and  their  king,  and 
:igainst  whom  cruelties  were  committed  which  shake 
the  human  frame  with  horror.  We  all  Spain, 
exc^im — the  Spanish  blood  shed  in  Madrid  cries 
aloud  for  revenge  ! — Comfort  yourselves,  we  are 
your  brethren  : we  will  fight  like  you,  until  we  per- 
sh  in  defending  our  king  and  country.  Assist  us 
with  your  good  wishes,  and  your  continual  prayers 
offered  up  to  the  most  high,  whom  we  adore,  and 
who  cannot  forsake  us  because  he  never  forsakes  a 
j list  cause.  Should  any  favourable  opportunity  offer 
exert  yourselves  as  valiant  Spaniards,  to  shake  off 
the  ignominious  yoke  imposed  on  you  with  the 
slaughter  of  so  many  of  your  innocent  fellow 
citizens,  and  wfth  a perfidy  horrid  beyond  example.” 
The  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Spain,  was 
'Vorthj^  of  its  cause  and  object — ^higher  praise  cannot 
be  bestowed — and  of  that  praise  this  admirable  ad- 
dress is  fully  worthy. 

E^scelleat  as  this  address  was,  one  grievous  fttult 


was  contained  in  it,  the  precursor  of  others,  and  in 
itself  and  of  the  most  dangerous  and  fatal  tendency. 

It  was  said  “that  the  number  of  the  enemy’s  troops 
was  not  so  great  as  the  French  stated,  to  intimidate 
them  ; and  that  the  positions  which  they  had  taken 
M^ere  exactly  those  in  which  they  could  be  conquer- 
ed and  defeated  in  the  easiest  manner.”  Whatever 
momentary  advantages  might  be  hoped  for  by  thus 
decieving  the  people  as  to  the  extent  of  their  dan- 
ger, was  sure  to  be  counterbalanced,  ten-fold, 
whenever  they  were  undeceived,  as  inevitably  they 
would  be. 

Palafox,  in  his  manifesto,  had  invited  deserters 
from  the  French  army  to  enlist  under  him.  Many 
of  the  provincial  proclamations,  in  like  manner, 
distinguished  between  Bonaparte  and  the  people 
over  whom  he  governed,  calling  the  French  an 
enlightened,  a generous,  an  honorable  nation  ; and 
saying,  that  they,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards, 
were  eager  to  see  the  destruction  of  the  tyrant 
who  oppressed  and  disgraced  them.  They  ex- 
pressed a hope,  that  the  success  of  Spain  might 
induce  the  French  people  to  offer  him  up  as  a vic- 
tim for  their  own  sakes,  for  the  sake  of  univei’sal 
justice,  and  to  expiate  the  sbame  w^hich  his  perfidy 
and  cruelty  had  brought  upon  France.  “Do  not,” 
said  they,  “ believe  that  all  Frenchmen  are  accom- 
plices in  these  iniquities.  Even  among  those,  who 
compose  the  armies  of  this  barbarian,  we  know 
that  there  are  some  unhappy  individuals,  who. 


The  junta  of  Seville  addressed  a proclamation  ex- 
pressly to  the  French  armies  : — “ Frenchmen,” 
said  they,  “you  possess  no  longer  laws  or  liberty. 
You  have  shed  streams  of  your  own  blood  only  to 
reduce  Europe  under  the  tyranny  of  a Corsican. — 
Spain  has  been  your  true  and  faithful  ally,  and  in 
many  ways  contributed  to  your  triumph ; yet  she 
has  been  dispoiled  by  your  tyrant,  of  her  laws,  her 
monarchs,  and  her  freedom,  not  by  gallantry  and 
valor,  but  by  treachery  and  fraud,  in  which  you 
are  forced  to  co-operate.  Your  arms  are  defiled, 
and  you  are  made  to  assist  in  deeds  of  infamy  in- 
consistent with  your  generous  character,  and  with 
the  name  of  the  great  nation  which  you  have  ac- 
quired. We  invite  you  to  withdraw  from  banners 
which  are  destined  to  enslave  all  nations,  and  to 
enlist  under  ours  raised  for  the  best  of  causes,  to 
defend  our  laws  and  our  king,  whereof  we  have 
been  robbed,  not  by  force  of  arms,  but  by  fraud, 
treachery  and  ingratitude  of  the  deepest  dye. 
Wipe  off  the  stain  which  otherwise  will  indelibly 
disgrace  your  nation ! The  Spaniards  tender  you 
the  just  reward  of  such  an  action  ; with  open  arms 
will  they  receive  you,  and  fight  by  your  side  ; and, 
when  the  war  shall  be  terminated  with  that  success 
which  they  have  every  reason  to  expect,  land  shall 
be  given  you,  which  you  may  cultivate  unmolested, 
and  pass  your  remaining  days  amidst  a nation 
which  loves  and  respects  you,  and  where  impartial 
justice  shall  incorruptibly  protect  all  your  fair  enjoy 
mints. 

“ Italians,  Germans  of  all  the  provinces  of  that 
great  country,  Polanders,  Swiss,  and  all  ye 
who  compose  the  armies  called  French,  will  ye 
fight  for  him  who  oppressed  and  despolied  you  of 
what  you  held  most  sacred  For  him  who  dragged 
you  from  your  families  and  homes,  robbed  you  of 
your  property,  your  wives,  your  children,  your 
native  land,  which  he  has  enslaved  ? will  you  fight 
against  a nation,  which  it  is  intended  to  subdue  and 
'enslave,  under  the  cloak  of  alliance  and  friendship, 
I by  fraudulent  treachery,  detestable  and  horrid  be- 
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;^ond  any  precedent  in  history,  even  among  barba- 
rous nations  ? come  to  us,  and  you  shall  meet  with 
valor,  generosity,  and  true  honor.  We  tender  the 
same  reward  to  you  as  to  the  French ; and  we 
trust  that  you  and  your  posterity  will  enjoy  them 
m peace  and  happiness.” 

But  in  nothing  was  the  wisdom  of  the  Seville  jun- 
ta more  conspicuous  than  in  the  precautions  which 
tiiey  published  as  necessary  to  be  observed  in  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  After  giving  the  most  prudent 
directions  on  this  head,  they  animated  the  feelings 
of  the  people  by  reminding  them  of  their  former 
achievments.  “France,”  said  they,  “has  never 
domineered  over  us,  nor  set  foot  in  our  territory. 
We  have  many  times  mastered  her,  not  by  deceit, 
but  by  force  bf  arms.  We  have  made  her  kings 
prisoners,  and  we  have  made  the  nation  tremble. 
We  are  the  same  Spaniards  ; and  France,  and  Eu-’ 
rope,  and  the  world  shall  see  that  we  have  not  de- 
generated from  our  ancestors.” — They  were  also 
watchful  to  confute  the  falsehoods  which  the  French 
circulated,  and  particularly  those  which  the  base- 
ness of  the  late  government  still  permitted  to  be  pub- 
lished in  Madrid.  Care  was  taken  to  convince  the  na- 
tion, that  when  they  had  freed  themselves  from  this 
intestine  war,  the  cortes  should  be  assembled,  abu- 
ses reformed,  and  such  laws  enacted  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time  and  experience  might  dictate 
for  the  public  good.  “ Things,”  said  they  “ which 
we  Spaniards  know  how  to  do,  and  which  we  have 
done,  as  well  as  other  nations,  without  any  neces- 
sity that  the  vile  French  should  come  to  instruct, 
and,  according  to  their  custom,  under  the  mask  of 
friendship,  and  wishes  for  our  happiness,  contrive 
(for  this  alone  they  are  contriving)  to  plunder  us, 
to  violate  our  women,  to  assassinate  us,  to  deprive 
us  of  our  liberty,  our  laws,  and  our  king ; to  scoff 
at  and  destroy  our  holy  religion,  as  they  have  hi- 
therto done,  and  will  always  continue  to  do,  as  long’ 
as  that  spirit  of  perfidy  and  ambition,  which  oppress- 
es and  tyranizes  over  them,  shall  endure.” 

Such  was  the  noble  resolutions  and  so  eloquent 
was  the  language  with  which  these  men  commenc- 
their  opposition  to  this  lawless  invasion  of  their 
rights.  Tliere  was  no  waveripg,  no  timid  calcula- 
tions of  policy.  TO  BE  COXTIXUEB. 


The  Non-Importation  Law. 

The  twelfth  congress  convenes  at  Washington  in 
a few  days — If  they  do  not,  immediately,  adopt  mea- 
sures to  enforce^  I hope  they  will  flatly  repeal,  the 
non-importation  law.  If  they  will  do  neither,  let  the 
title  be  changed,  and  the  act  be  called,  “ ax  act  for 
the  better  excouraoemext  of  roguerv  axd 

OTHER  PURPOSES.” 

In  Great  Britain  the  most  severe  laws  exist 
against  smuggling  t and  the  commission  of  forgery 
is  never  pardoned.  But  if  these  things  are  done 
out  of  the  realm,  or,  only  to  affect  persons  not  sub- 
jects of  “ his  majesty,’^  they  become  virtues,  and  are 
patronized  by  the  government ! The  counterfeiting 
of  our  paper  money ; the  manufactxire  of  the  French 
assignats — the  public  sale  of  forged  papers  in  Lon- 
don, at  this  day,  and  the  immense  si.t  iggliiig  busi- 
ness that  has  been  carried  on  in  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope, under  the  immediate  protection  of  British 
national  vessels  of  war,  prove  the  truth  of  our  asser- 
tion, and  leave  the  fact  unquestionable.  Methinks 
this  is  a curious  morality. 

Fifteen  thousand  voyages,  per  a?imm,  have  been 
made  by  British  ships  with  forged  papers,  under  the 
American  flag,  to  ports  and  places  of  the  continent, 
under  the  cannon  of  her  national  vessels,  to  which 


a bona  fide  American  would  be  refused  ingress  by 
the  commanders  of  the  said  ships ; and«  indeed,  be 
made  good  prize  for  attempting  to  ent^-'r.  Here  is 
the  true  explanation  of  the  orders  in  council. 

I have  so  far  deviated  from  the  subject,  to  shew 
that  congress  must  have  had  great  faith  in  British 
amity  indeed,  to  suppose,  they  would  not  attempt  to 
smuggle  in  the  United  States,  in  opposition  to  a mere 
law  when  they  have  smuggled  to  the  amount  of  mil- 
lions in  Europe,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  supported  by 
numerous  bodies  of  troops  stationed  upon  its  coasts ! 

The  policy  or  propriety  of  this  law  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question,  and  we  sliall  not  attempt 
to  discuss  it — but,  while  it  is  a,  law  it  should  be 
maintained: — unfortunately  there  are  too  many  in  the 
United  States,  who  regard  it  meritorious  to  cheat  the 
government,  and  aid  the  British  in  their  snmggling 
operations,  as  well  at  home  as  abroad. 

British  goods  are  feloniously  introduced  into  the 
United  States  to  a prodigious  amount.  Canada,  the 
grand  centre  point  of  this  business  in  America,  like 
Heligoland  was  in  Europe,  has  prospered  beyond 
example  by  it: — and,  into  every  considerable  port 
of  the  United  States,  immense  quantities  are  intro- 
duced in  defiance  of  law  ; to  the  detriment  of  the 
revenue,  the  demoralization  of  the  people,  and  the 
great  injury  of  the  honest  trader.  The  business  is  re- 
duced to  a system — and  Boston,  it  seems,  is  to  become 
the  great  reservoir  for  the  states  on  the  sea  board. 

Is  there  no  remedy  for  these  things  I — Are  oiu’ 
laws  to  become  dead  letters  on  the  statute  book  ? 

Suppose. — One  hundred  fast  sailing  vessels,  well 
armed  and  appointed,  were  put  into  commission, 
for  guarding  the  coast — and  three  or  four  thousand 
“ Green  mountain  boys*’  employed  to  look  towards 
Canada — giving  to  those  who  seized  smuggled  good.s 
three-fourths  of  the  amoimt,  and  appropriating  the 
other  fourth  to  defray  the  expenditure  occasioned 

by  the  exertion  to  support  the  law would  not 

the  law  be  supported  ? We  think  it  would. 

“ A spark  from  tlie  altar  of  seventy  six” — a little 
of  the  energy  of  old  times  would  put  all  to  rights. 

H.  X. 


Sheep  Breeding. 

FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE  MERINO  SOCIETY  OF 
THE  MIDDLE  STATES. 

On  Saturday,  the  fifth  of  this  month,  the  Merino 
Society  of  the  middle  states  held  their  first  stated 
meeting  since  their  organization,  at  the  farm  of  Mr- 
Caldwell,  their  pi\.pident,  near  Haddonfield,  in  Jer- 
sey. Besides  the  members  of  this  most  laudable 
association,  several  farmers,  proprietors,  and  manu- 
facturers attended,  and  count  Pahlen,  doctor  Lo- 
gan with  some  other  gentlemen,  were  present  as 
guests.  Between  two  and  three  hundred  full  blood- 
ed merinoes,  in  the  finest  order  both  of  fleece  and 
flesh,  some  in  the  open  enclosures,  others  in  sepa- 
rate folds  were  exhibited : their  appearance  prov- 
ing, beyond  all  controversy,  that  the  soil,  climate, 
and  food  of  Jersey,  are  fully  congenial  with  the 
health  and  excellence  of  this  inestimable  animal.  A 
large  number  of  tliose  examined  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, when  purchased  from  the  importers,  were 
feeble,  pining,  and  more  or  less  diseased : but  the 
whole  flock  is  now  completely  recruited  and  re-esta- 
blished in,  at  least,  as  good  condition  as  they  ever 
enjoyed  in  Spain,  As  the  Spanish  sheep  improve  the 
fleece  of  the  sheep  of  England,  France  and  other 
countries,  to  which  they  have  been  transported, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  from  that  circum- 
stance alone,  that  their  amelioration  will  attend 
their  establishment  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
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by  care  and  attentioji  to  preserve  the  breed  pure,  the 
merino  may  reach  the  highest  state  of  perfection  in 
the  United  States.  And  it  is  certain  that  Mr.  Cald- 
well, m all  his  enterprizing  purchases  from  the  late 
importations  of  Spanish  sheep,  has  never  met  with 
any  equal  in  appearance,  fineness  of  fleece  or  length 
of  pile,  to  those  of  his  own  raising  from  his  original 
flock.  About  one  hundred  lambs  have  been  the 
produce  of  this  year,  nearer  all  of  which  have  been 
so  far  reared  without  accident  or  distemper.  Re- 
duced as  Spain  is,  beyond  all  hopes  of  immediate 
reinstatement,  and,  indeed,  with  the  moral  certain- 
ty of  further  devastations,  cut  off,  as  we  are,  by 
England  from  French  supplies  of  clothes,  and  re- 
solved, as  we  ought  to  be,  ourselves,  not  to  import 
from  England  while  she  insists  on  monopolizing 
our  market,  the  accession  of  merino  wool,  to  the 
stock  of  American  staples,  is  a matter  of  the  highest 
gratification.  In  a few  years  we  may  undoubtedly 
furnish  our  own  consumption,  and,  perhaps,  export 
fine  wool  in  large  quantities,  as  we  have  cotton.  The 
factory  of  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Bauduy,  near  Wil- 
mington, (Del.)  is  already  well  advanced  in  its  ope- 
rations, on  an  extensive  scale,  and  will  before  the 
expiration  of  the  next  year,  turn  out  superfine  cloths 
of  the  finest  and  most  durable  fabric ; and  the  zeal 
which  animates  almost  every  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, for  atchieving  this  great  measure  of  American 
independence  is  the  sure  pledge  of  its  early  and  com- 
plete success. 

After  visiting  the  various  accommodations  which 
Mr.  Galdwell  has  arranged  for  the  preservation  and 
comfort  of  his  fine  flock,  the  company  sat  down  be- 
tween three  and  four  o’clock,  to  an  elegant  dimier, 
spread  in  the  genuine  American  exuberance,  and 
passed  the  rema'inder  of  the  afternoon  in  social  and 
rational  festivity.  [Aurora., 

A CLOTHIER— No.  V. 

Heavy  fleeced  sheep. — It  is  stated  in  Arthur 
Lincolnshire^^  that  Mr.  Graves,  of  that 
county,  had  a true  Lincoln  sheep,  which  clipped 
txoenty  three  pounds  of  wool,  the  first  year,  and  with- 
in half  a pound  of  that  weight  the  second  year,  and 
was  sold  in  the  London  market  the  following  Christ- 
mas, weighing  forty  pounds  the  quarter. 

This  gentleman  (Mr.  Graves)  sold  in  1796,  no 
less  than  3568  tods  of  wool,  weighing  each  281bs. 

They  feed  often  on  oil  cakes,  often  on  turnips, 
and  sometimes  on  a plant  called  the  Satv  thistle 
which  grows  on  rich  lands.  Nothing  makes  wool 
grow  so  fast  as  oil  cake. 

It  is  also  stated,  that  the  pheep  around  Boston, 
111  Lincolnshire,  (Great  Britain),  yield,  on  an  ave- 
rage, 14  pomids  of  wool  per  annum,  fit  for  kerseys, 
blankets,  carpets,  shalloons,  &c. 

A lady  of  Spalding,  in  the  same  county,  spun  one 
pound  of  this  wool  into  168,000  yards,  or  95  miles 
of  yarn.  The  apprentices  spin  it  to  the  length 
of  13,440  3ftrds  to  the  pound,  or  8 miles. — ^ence 
we  may  learn  the  profits  this  country  can  make  on 
long  wooled  or  heavy  fleeced  sheep,  by  combing 
the  wool  and  making  “ rvorsted^*  stuffs,  such  as  shal- 
loons, durants,  moreens,  bombazetts,  &c. 

They  use  a machine  to  comb  wool  called  Bice 

Benr 

The  price  of  a fat  Lincolnshire  sheep,  after  the 
third  shearing  is  38s.  to  72s.  sterling : or  eight  dol- 
lars and  forty-four  cents  to  16  dollars  for  the  sheep. 

The  Lincoln  she^  are  prefeiTed  to  any  other  by  the 
English  marsh  graziers  for  hardiness  and  profit. 

Heavy  sheep  have  been  found  to  eat  less  in  pro- 
portion to  weight,  on  some  experiments,  tlran  light, 
er  sheep. 


The  Leicestershire  sheep  in  England  3;eld  in 
Lincolnsliire  6^  to  9^  pounds  of  wool.  It  is  finer 
than  that  of  the  Lincoln  bi  eed.  Tire  carcase  is  not 
so  heavy ; but  so  good  lands  are  not  required  for 
this  breed. 

The  Herefordshire,  English  sheep,  yield  very  fine 
wool:  but  only  2 to  3 poimds  to  the  fleece. — The 
Merino  sheep  yield  finer  and  much  more  wool,  and 
our  dry  climate  particulaidj'  well  suits  this  valua- 
ble breed.  [Bern.  Press. 

Miscellaneous. 

blessings  of  royalty. 

or  one  of  Bonaparte’s  wives — the  ex-mistress  of 
Barras — and  present  discarded  Josephine^  we  had 
the  following  account  a few  j^ears  ago,  extracted 
.from  a French  Yvork,  published  in  October,  1803. 

“ Madame  Napoleon  never  puts  on  any  plain  gown 
twice,  and  she  changes  her  dress  four  or  six  times 
every  day.  In  the  summer  she  makes  use  of  four 
do^en  of  silk  stockings  and  three  dozen  of  gloves 
and  shoes ; and  in  the  winter  she  uses  three  dozen 
of  the  best  English  cotton  stockings,  and  two  do- 
zen of  French  silk  stockings  every  week.  She  ne- 
ver wears  any  washed  stockings  nor  puts  on  twice 
the  same  pair  of  glcA’esand  shoes.  All  her  chemis- 
es are  of  the  finest  cambrick,  with  borders  of  lace 
that  cost  ten  louis  d’orseach  ; six  dozen  of  chemis- 
es, with  lace  are  made  up  for  her  every  month. — 
Every  thjree  months  she  exchanges  her  diamonds 
and  jewels,  or  has  them  newly  set  according  to  the 
prevalence  of  fashion.  Four  times  in  the  year  her 
plate,  china,  furniture,  tapestry,  hanging,  carpets 
&c.  are  changed  according  to  the  seasons.  She  has 
ordered  as  her  regular  establishment,  two  new  car- 
riages and  twelve  different  horses  every  month; 
and  of  the  thirty  six  horses  in  her  private  stable,  the 
master  of  the  horses  has  a power  to  dispose  of 
twelve  every  three  decades,  to  be  replaced  by  twelve 
others  of  fashionable  color.  Twelve  times  in  the 
year,  all  persons  belonging  to  her  household  receive 
new  accoutrements  or  liveries.  Her  own  w^ardrobe 
is  divided  every  thirty  days  between  her  maids  of 
honor. 

Madame  Napoleon  has  four  distinct  established 
wardrobes,  different  diamonds.  Sec.  for  travelling,  for 
the  Thuilleries,  for  St.  Cloud  and  Malmaison  ; and 
though  she  cannot  reside  but  in  one  place  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  Thuilleries  as  well  as  at  St.  Cloud 
and  Malmaison,  four  changes  of  furniture,  &c.  are 
always  ordered  for  the  same  period.  At  St.  Cloud 
she  has  at  the  expence  of  thousands  of  louis  d’ors, 
improved  the  bathing  cabinet  of  the  late  unfortunate 
queen.  By  touching  certain  springs,  she  can  com- 
mand  what  perfumes  her  caprice  deinands  to  mix 
with  the  waters,  the  reservoir  always  containing  for 
fifty  louis  d’ors,  the  finest  odours  and  best  perfumed 
waters,  by  handling  other  springs,  she  commands 
the  appearance  of  drawings,  or  other  pictures,  ele- 
gant or  voluptuous,  gay,  or  libertine,  as  her  fancy, 
desires.  When  she  wishes  to  leave  the  bath,  at  the 
signal  of  a bell,  she  is,  by  a mechanical  invention, 
lifted  without  moving  herself  frona  the  bathing  ma- 
chine, into  an  elegant,  moderately  warm,  and  per- 
fumed bed,  where  she  is  dried  in  two  minutes;  and 
from  wfiich  she  is  again  lifted  and  laid  down  upon  a 
splendid  elastic  sofa,  moved  without  her  stirring,  by 
another  piece  of  mechanism,  into  an  adjoining  cabi- 
net for  her  toilet,  of  which  the  furniture  and  deco- 
rations cost  IOC, 000  livres.  For  the  improvements 
only  of  her  luxurious,  though  less  expeasive  bath- 
ing cabinet,  at  the  Thuilleries  and  at  Malmaison, 
the  Frenph  republic  has  paid  200,000  Hvresd* 
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THE  BALTIC  TRADE. 

Thoug-h  we  have  just  reason  to  complain  of  the 
depredations  committed  on  our  lawful  trade  by 

the  continental  powers  of  Europe, they  have 

some  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  us  for  negiect- 
injj  to  adopt  a certain  plan  whereby  our  property 
might  be  more  surely  identified  than  it  is.  It  is 
an  unquestionable  fact,  that  many  of  the  condem- 
nations and  seizures  of  American  property,  m 
the  North  of  Eui-ope,  for  several  years  pi*st,  have 
beerf  directly  or  mdirectly  brought  about  by  the 
profititution  of  our  flag  by  the  British.  It  is  noto- 
rious tliat  all  sorts  of  America  shipping-papers' 
are  munufactoryed  in  London — ^nay,  they  are  pub 
licly  offered  for  sale  in  complete  sets,  with  all 
tlie  signatures  duly  coimterfeited,  andfleft  in  blank 
for  tlie  came  of  the  vessel,  &c.  &c.  Hence  it 
will  easily  be  perceived,  our  trade  must  continue 
liable  to  the  most  grievous  vexations  while  the 
practice  continues.  The  following  extract  from  a 
late  London  paper  is  strictly  correct,  and  deserves 
to  be  remembered. 

From  a London  Paper. 

*‘When  we  hear  the  accusation  of  treacherous 
neutrals”  daily  made  against  the  American  nation, 
we  ought  at  least  to  enquire  whether  it  is  just  before 
we  give  it  any  credence.  If,  however,  we  assist  her 
in  obtaining  this  character,  and  reap  the  advantages 
of  the  prositution  of  her  flag,  we  ought  to  be  silent. 
(Xiy’  It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  and  well  known  to  all 
concerned  in  the  B^ltiC  trade,  that  most  of  the  En- 
glish ships  that  have  gone  to  the  north  of  Europe 
for  two  years  past,  have  assumed  the  American  flag, 
and  taken  simulated  papers,  by  which  they  have 
been  perijciited  to  an  entry. 'The  general  pi'evalence 
of  this  practice  produced  a seizure  of  all  the  ships 
under  American  colours.  So  that,  in  many  instances 
the  neutral  American  merchant  suffered.  It  was  a 
subject  of  remonstrance  by  Russia,  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  to  the  American  consuls  there,  that  their 
neutral  flag  was  thus  unfairly  assumed  by  one  of  the 
belligerents.  In  the^e  instances  therefore,  we  have 
no  right  to  charge  the  Americans  With  bad  faith,  as 
the  atl ventures  were  commenced  and  concluded  by 
English  merchants  in  England.” 

ISLE  OF  FRANCE. 

This  island  is  situated  in  the  Indian  ocean.E.  Ion 
57,  29,  S.  lat.  21, 10,  about  500  miles  east  of  Mada- 
gascar and  according  to  the  Abbe  de  la  Cuba,  no 
more  than  31  leagues  in  circumference,  about  11  in 
length  and  7 in  width,  having  a surface  of 432,690 
acres. 

The  population  of  the  isle  of  France,  and  the 
contiguous  isle  of  Bourbon,  is  stated  to  have  been 
121  thousand,  in  the  year  1799,  a great  number  of 
whom  are  negro  slaves,  obtained  chiefly  from  Mada- 
gascar. In  1765,  the  population  of  the  isle  of 
France  was  as  follows — 1169  white  people  besides 
the  troops  (about  5000)  1587  Lidians  and  free  ne- 
groes and  11,881  slaves. 

The  soil  and  climate  of  this  island  are  spoken  of 
in  the  highast  terms.  It  is  fertile,  healthy,  pictur- 
esque and  luxuriant ; coffee,  cotton,  and  indigo  are 
its  chief  productions  : and  the  former  is  excelled  in 
its  quality  only  by  that  of  Mocha.  Attempts  have 
been  made  to  introduce  the  spices,  but  they  have 
failed  of  success.  The  ebony,  which  grows  here, 
is  admired  as  more  solid,  close  and  shining  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  Oranges,  citrons  and 
pine  apples  grow  spontaneously  in  the  greatest 
perfection.  The  island  is  well  stocked  with  black 
cattle,  and  has  a variety  of  game. 

The  fsie  of  Frarxee  was  first  discovered  by  the- 


Dutch  in  1598,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Mauritius 
in  honor  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  About  40  years 
afterwards  they  began  to  form  settlements  upon  it, 
but  at  the  beguung  of  the  last  century  the  colony 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  Frencli  took  possession, 
and  held  it  until  its  last  subjugation  by  the  British 
under  admiral  Bertie.  In  the  hands  of  the  French, 
while  at  war  with  the  British,  it  was  a place  of  the 
highest  importance:  being  the  great  rendezvous  for 
their  vessels  of  war  and  privateers  stationed  and 
fitted  out  to  iiarrass  the  British  vessels  trading  to 
India,  many  of  whom,  with  immensely  valuable 
cargoes,  were  captured  and  brought  in  here.  Port 
Louis,  lately  called  Port  Napoleon,  is  an  excellent 
harbor,  strongly  fortified. 

Bouhbon,  is  nearly  of  an  oval  form  and  150 
miles  in  circumference-  It  is  healthy,  pleasant  and 
fertile,  producing  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  such  as 
wheat,  corn,  &c.  with  sug^,  cotton,  tobacco,  coffee 
various  kinds  of  gums,  oranges,  cinnamon,  &c.  in 
great  abundance,  yielding  two  crops  in  a year  It  is 
finally  watered  and  well  stocked  with  horned  cattle^- 
hogs,  &c.  coffee  is  tlie  chief  article  for  export,  and 
was  introduced  originally  from  Mocha. 

The  island  was  discovered  by  the  Portuguese,  but 
first  settled  by  the  French  in  1672.  The  chief  pla- 
ces are  St.  Dennis,  St.  Paul’s,  Mataman  and  porjt 
Dauphin.  The  whole  population  is  given  at  30,000, 
of  whom  24  thousand  are  negro  slaves.  Lat  20,  52, 
S.  long.  55,  30  E. 

From  the  Georgia  Joiirnal. 

CHARACTER  OF  AN  INDIAN  CHIEF. 

History  presents  few  instances  of  greater  valdr 
and  magnanimity,  than  are  displayed  mthe  charac- 
ter of  Opechanchanough,  and  Indian  Chief.  Bold, 
artful,,insinuating;  skilled  in  dissimulation  and  in- 
trigue ; he  for  many  years  kept  the  early  settlers  of 
Virginia  in  a state  of  continual  alarm,  and  more 
than  onde  menaiced  them  with  destruction  Al^ 
though  so  decrepid  by  age  as  to  be  unable  to  walk, 
he  commanded  in  person,  and  directed  from  the 
litter  on  which  he  was  borne,  the  onset  and  retreat - 
of  his  warriors  and  the  dreadful  massacre  of  1641, 
which  almost  exterminated  the  colonists.  The  ex- 
cessive fatig'ues  of  this  campaign  completed  the 
wreck  of  his  constitution.  His  flesh  wasted  awav, 
and  his  sinews  lost  their  elasticity:  so  that  his  eye- 
lids hung  over  the  balls  and  obscured  their  sight. 
In  this  forlorn  condition,  bending  under  the  weig-ht 
of  years,  and  worn  out  by  the  hardships  of  war,  he 
was  surprized  ; taken  captive  and  carried  to  James^ 
Town,  where  he  was  basely  shot  by  one  of  the  sol- 
diers appointed  to  guard  him. 

To  the  last  moment  his  courage  remained  unbro- 
ken. Like  the  staff  of  IMoses,  it  supported  him  in 
adversity  and  prosperity,  in  sickness  and  in  death. 
Just  before  he  expired,  “he  heard,”  says  the  histo- 
rian, “an  unusual  bustle  in  his  prison.  Having  or- 
dered his  attendant  to  lift  up  his  eye -lid,  he  disco- 
vered a number  of  persons  crowding  around  him 
for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  an  unseasonable  and 
cruel  curiosity.  The  dying  chief  felt  this  indignity 
with  a keenness  of  sensibility  the  more  violent,  as  it 
was  new  and  imforseen.  It  was  a burst  of  passion, 
a momentary  ascendancy  of  nature  over  the  halfita 
of  education,  and  its  exhibition  and  effect  must  be 
acknowledged  to  correspond  with  the  greatness  of 
the  occasion.  Without  deigning  to  notice  the  in- 
truders, he  raised  himself  from  the  earth,  and  with 
a voice  and  tone  of  authority,  commanded  that  the 
governor  should  be  immediately  called  in.  When 
he  make  his  appearance,  Opechanchanough  scorn- 
fully told  him,  hkd  it  been  his  fortune  to  hnve 
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Sir  William  Berkely  prisoner,  he  would  not  mean- 
ly have  exposed  him  as  a shew  to  his  people  ! 

What  nobleness  of  spirit!  What  matchless  hero- 
ism ! At  the  age  of  one  hundred  years  ; blind,  un- 
able to  stand ; wounded  and  captive,  his  cburage 
v/as  unsubdued.  The  prospect  of  power  and  in- 
centive of  example,  are  the  usual  sources  of  splen- 
did actions  ; it  remains  for  the  truly  great  soul  to 
preserve  its  equanimity  in  the  gloom  of  dungeons 
and  embrace  of  death. 

The  exploits  of  this  extraordinary  man  in  the  vi- 
gor of  life,  are  unknown  to  us.  We  saw  him  only 
for  a short  time  on  the  edge  of  the  horizon;  but  from 
the  lustre  of  his  departing  beams,  we  may  easily 
'conceive  what  he  was  in  his  meridian  blaze. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore  October  26,  1311. 

A letter  from  the  captain  of  an  American  vessel, 
dated  Dantzic,  July  7,  1811,  has  been  published, — 
he  states  that  his  ship  was  captured  by  the  French, 
on  her  voyage  to  Gottenburg  to  Petersburg,  and 
carried  into  that  port — and  that  six  of  his  men  ‘ivere 
impressed  by  the  French,  and  sent  to  man  the  fleet  at 
Antxverp.  ■ Some  remarks  on  this  circumstance,  and 
on  impressment  generally,  are  postponed  for  want  of 
room. 

The  governor  of  Canada,  is  expelling  from  that 
country  many  persons  whom  he  pleases  to  suspect, 
‘^vithout  judge  or  jury.”  This  is  Turkish  energy 
A Ptir.  Giboin,  a merchant  of  Montreal  was  seized 
by  a sergeant  and  four  soldiers,  and  escorted  to  the 
the  state  of  Vermont,  without  beingallowed  to  take 
any  thing  with  him  but  the  clothes  he  had  on  his 
black,  friendless  and  pennyless.  It  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  charged,  much  less  convicted  of  any 
crime. 

Many  American  vessels  have  lately  been  sent  into 
Halifax  and  condemned  by  the  British — whose  de- 
predations appear  daily  to  become  more  extensive 
and  alarming.  It  is  said  that  the  British  naval  offi- 
cers stationed  on  the  American  coasts,  have  recei- 
ved orders  to  capture  all  our  vessels  coming  frotn 
B^issia.  A temporary  relaxation  of  robbery  may 
be  expected,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  vessels  of 
war  have  been  dismasted  or  otherwise  severely 
damaged  in  a late  gale — so  much  so  that  they  will 
not  be  able  to  get  to  sea  again  for  six  or  eight 
weeks. 

A mortal  fever  prevails  at  Carthagena  in  Spain. 

Iffie  schooner  Silena,  Dobbins,  arrived  at  Niagara 
on  the  31st  ult.  having  on  board  a cargo  of  furr, 
estimated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Russia  has  permitted  the  exportation  of  corn  from 
her  ports  on  the  Black  sea,  to  Constantinople — 
from  hence  it  is  inferred  the  peace  between  these 
two  powers  is  not  far  distant. 

In  a speech  of  Lord  Cochrane  ia  the  British  par- 
liament, it  is  stated  that  the  ship  Centurion  had 
been  in  the  East  Indies  11  years — the  Rattlesnake, 
14  years  ; the  Fox  frigate  15  years ; the  Sceptre 
8 years ; the  Albatross  12  years,  &c.  during  which 
time  not  a farthing  of  pay  had  been  given  to  the 
men.  The  Rattlesnake,  at  her  return,  had  only 
one  man  of  her  original  crew. 

By  the  late  accounts  from  England  the  old  king 
still  lived— From  Spain  and  Portugal  we  have  no- 
thing new.  We  may  reiterate  what  we  said  in  our 
last  that  “ there  is  a complete  dearth  of  politics  and 
nexvsF  After  the  meeting  of  congress  we  expect  to 
entertain  our  readers  with  many  novel  articles. 

Dreadful  Catastrophe. — The  schooner  Melinda, 
captain  Browri,  kence,  for  New-York,  while  lay- 


ing at  anchor  at  Bombay -Hook,  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing, at  4 o’clok,  cauglit  fire  in  the  binnacle^  and 
burning  through  the  deck,  communicated  to  aquan- 
tity  of  gun  powder,  which  instantly  exploded;  and 
all  on  board  perislied  except  one  man,  who  was 
taken  up  at  daylight,  by  a pilot  boat,  miserably 
burnt  and  was  tliis  morning  brought  to  the  city, 
and  carried  to  the  hospital.  Besides  the  crew,  there 
were  four  passengers  on  board,  two  of  whom  were 
women.  Captain  Brown  has  a wife  and  family  at 
New-York.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

Sav-Axxah,  Oct.  10. 

Shipwreck.  J.  D.  Broadbrooks,  late  mate  of  the 
sclir.  Elizabeth  City,  Merrian,  from  Nassau  for 
Charleston,  has  arrived  here,  and  informs,  that 
said  vessel,  in  going  into  St.  Simons  for  a harbor, 
on  the  2d  inst.  struck  upon  the  North  Breaker, 
drove  over,  and  sunk  in  4 fathoms  water — Three 
passengers,  Mrs  Flemming,  Mr.  Noah,  ]Mr. 
Smith,  the  captain,  and  3 seamen  were  drowned, 
mate  and  two  black  seamen  saved,  12,000  dolls,  spe- 
cie also  lost.  The  mate  was  7 hours  in  the  water. 
The  body  of  Mrs.  Flemming  was  foimd  on  shore  4 
hours  after  being  drowned,  and  buried  at  St.  Si- 
mons. 


The  Editor’s  Department. 

I desire  no  better  evidence  of  the  kindness  of  the 
public  towards  myself,  and''  my  work,  than  the  still 
continued,  unprecedented  accession  daily  made  to 
my  list  of  subscribers.  I will  endeavour  to  requite 
this  liberality. 

The  manner  in  which  I have  treated  things  belong] 
mg  to  royalty  seems  entirely  approved ; the  explana- 
tions are  useful  to  teach  unthinking  American 
the  real  value  of  the  blessings  he  enjoys,  “i^or  the- 
republic^^  is  our  motto.  If  any  have attach  W 
ments — may  their  ignorant  prejudices  give  way  to 
reason  and  reflection,  and  our  whole  people  become 
united  indeed ! The  times  demand  it.  Who  that 
can  truly  discern  the  miseries  and  oppressions  of 
the  people  of  Europe ; and  the  intolerable  pride, 
boundless  extravagance,  aopursed  ambition,  and 
horrid  rapacity  of  their  rulers,  and  not  resolve  to 
support  the  happier  destinies  of  man  in  the  new- 
world,  with  all  his  heart  and  soul  ? It  is  true,  we 
have  our  own  mortifications,  arising  as  well  from 
foreign  as  domestic  causes ; and  some  feel  very 
uneasy  under  them.  Let  such  examine  the  corrupt 
systems  of  Europe,  see  the  bloody  sweat  of  her 
population — and  compare  the  old  world  with  the 
new : sweet  consolation  and  joy  will  eradicate 
chagrin  and  grief. 

Next  week  I propose  to  publish  a supplementary 
number.  - 

Witli  ‘‘Cebes,”  an  unknown  correspondent,  I am 
highly  pleased  from  the  subject  held  out  in  his  first 
number—but  am  unwilling  to  insert  it  until  the 
second  is  received,  that  the  whole  scope  of  the 
matter  may  be  more  fully  before  me.  Were  not  the 
author  anonymous  this  procedure  might  be  unne- 
cessary. 

I have  to  inform  the  correspodent,  assuming  a 
signature  that  no  characters  in  my  office,  or  the 
English  language,  will  express,  proposing  to  afford 
a series  of  essays  on  literary  subjects,  that  until  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress  has  closed,  I cannot 
engage  to  allow  him  the  room  required — But  shall, 
be  glad  to  hear  from  him  occasionally. 

X.  with  several  other  MS.  articles  on 
shall  appew  next  weffe  * 
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“ :: — I wish  no  other  herald 

“ No  o^her  speaker  of  my  Uvmg  actionsj 
“To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
But  such  an  honest  clironicler.” 

Shakspeare — henry  viii. 
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Legislature  of  Vermont. 

governor’s  speech. 

On  Friday  last,  at  3 o’clock,  p.  his  excellency 
delivered  the  following  speech  before  both 
branches  of  the  legislature: 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  kou&e  of  representatives, 
Being  elected  by  the  independent  freemen  of  this 
state,  their  cliief  magistrate  for  tlie  ensuing  year, 
with  the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  I tender  them 
my  sincere  thanks,  for  so  fai-  approbating  my  past 
conduct  as  again  to  honor  me  with  their  confidence. 
1 feel  to  acknowledge,  as  formerly  on  similar  occa- 
sions, that  the  magnitude  of  the  office  and  the  im- 
portance of  its  duties  are  far  above  the  sphere  of  my 
talents;  and  at  a period  so  momentous  as  the 
present,  I should  shrink  from  the  arduous  under- 
taking, did  I not,  under  the  auspices  of  a benign 
Providence,  confide  in  your  wisdom,  firmness,  and 
virtue,  not  only  for  support  in  the  duties  which 
devolve  upon  me,  but  to  transact  all  the  duties  of 
legislation.  With  these  in^pressions,  while  inspired 
with  the  love  of  my  country,  and  prompted  by  the 
voice  of  my  constituents,  wliich  I ever  hear'  with 
reverepce,  I resume  the  important  station.  Wlien 
we  realize  the  gi-eatness  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us 
by  so  many  thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens;  to  di- 
rect, as  their  faithful  representatives,  the  affairs  of  a 
state  in  which  the  happiness  of  each  individual 
claims  equal  regard,  and  tlie  rights  of  ail  dernand  tlie 
pme  protection  and  support,  we  shall  feel  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  lay  aside  all  party  prejudices, 
and  suffer  ourselves  to  be  actuated  by  no  other  mo- 
tives than  tliose  Mffiich  coincide  with  individual : 
justice  and  the  greatest  general  good;  and  diligently 
pursue  such  measures  as  will  be  productive  of  pub- 
lic and  private  virtue,  without  which  the  inestima- 
ble blessings  of  a free  government  cannot  long  exist. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  convened  at  a time  by  no 
means  the  least  eventful,  although  we  have  hereto- 
fore suffered  much  by  the  unjust  policy  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers  of  Europe,  yet  no  period  since  the 
commencement  of  our  differences  has  appeared  to 
me  so  portentous  as  the  present.  Great  Britain 
seems  not  inclined  to  relinquish  her  offensive  or- 
ders in  council,  surrender  up  our  improssed  seamen, 
or  permit  us  tq  enjoy  the  com  non  and  legal  rights 
of  a neutral  nation;  but  assumes  the  attitude  of  a 
threatening  invader,  although  France  has  mitigated 
the  rigor  of  her  hostile  measures,  and  so  modified 
her  BerUn  and  Milan  deex-ees,  tlxat  they  have  ceased 
to  operate  ugaixist  the  United  States.  But  as  it 
is  not  our  province  to  decide  on  the  subject  of 
peace  pr  wax’,  that  being  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  confided  to  the  g-eneral  goveimment, 
of  wlxich  this  state  is  a component  part,  and  has  an 
equal  voice  in  hex*  councils,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  advance  any  opinion  on  tiie  subject,  or  suggest 
any  idixa  which  may  tend  to  excite  the  passions  of 
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my  fellow-citizens,  xigainst  xiny  foi’cign  natiorx  whaU 
ever;  and  it  would  much  less  become  me,  while 
negociations  for  an  adjustment  aie  still  px*ogxessing, 
which  I pray  God  may  tex*minate  in  an  amicable 
settlement  of  all  our  dxffei’ences,  axxd  that  war  may 
never  be  the  unhappy  fate  of  our  beloved  countx*y.  As 
the  president  has  for  some  cxiuse,  thought  fit  to 
convene  congx*ess,  prior  to  the  usual  time  of  their 
convention,  we  may  then  expect  to  have  a mox*e 
extensive  and  peiopicuous  vietv  of  our  national  af- 
fairs. Let  us,  in  the  mean  time,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  prepared  for  any  event  which  may  occtu*.  Tq 
be  united  is  indispensably  necessai*}^  to  be  prepared 
either  for  a state  of  war  or  the  full  enjoyment  of 
peace.  The  political  divisions  in  the  United  States 
ai*e  pi'oductive  of  the  most  unliappy  consequences; 
they  not  only  tend  to  defeat  evex*y  honorable  at- 
tempt to  tex’ininate  our  differences  with  foi-eign 
powers  by  amicable  treaty,  but  also  to  embolden  the 
aggressors  to  persist  in  their  unrighteous  depreda- 
tions on  our  propex'ty  and  add  new  insults  to  ibrrner 
injuries.  A people  well  agreed  in  the  principles  of 
tlxeir  social  compact,  and  fmnly  united  in  the  sup- 
port of  their  government,  can  surmount  alipost  any 
obstacle  which  may  oppose  their  prosperity  and 
independence.  But  Avhen  divided  and  torn  asunder 
by  faction,  all  domestic  tranquility  and  enjoyment 
are  at  an  end,  and  tlxe  gx-eatest  xxati.on  thus  sevex’ed, 
may  faU  an  easy  prey  to  a foreign  invader,  or  their 
Ubex.tie,!  bq  de&ti'oyed  by  a domestic  usux*pei*. 

Suffer  me,  g-entlemen,  on  all  occasions,  to  re- 
commeiid  to  you  iu  the  ^nost  pressing  mannex*,  to 
keep  in  view  the  union  of  citizens  and  states,  for 
on  this  pivot  turns  the  happiness  and  independence 
of  our  country. 

It  were  not  my  purpose,  if  my  abilities  and  infor- 
mation would  adiTxit,  to  enter  into  a particular  detail 
and  vindication  of  the  measures  of  the  national  ad- 
min istx*ation,  but  only  to  excite  you  to  a candid  and 
dispassionate  examination  for  yourselves.  It  will, 
I believe,  be  acknowledged  bv  all>  that  the  measures 
adopted  by  congx*ess,  restrictive  of  commerce, 
wei*e  intended  to  pi-Qtect  us  against  foreign  aggres- 
sions, or  cause  thein  to  be  i*cmoved.  Whether 
they  were  the  best  possible  measures  to  efiect  those 
pux’poses  or  not,  cannot  for  certainty  be  known, 
since  they  have  beexi  tried,  and  others  remained 
untried.  But  I can  conceive  of  no  measui’cs  that 
would  have  been  moi’e  likely  to  succeed  against  the 
determined  policy  of  two  gi*eat  belligerent  nation.s, 
while  attended  with, that  party  opposition  at  Ixonxe, 
which  is  manifest  on  all  occasions.  I wi.sh  noi  to 
px’ohibit  a strict  scrutiny  of  the  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  general  goviwnment,  or  a careful  atten- 
tion  to  our  libei’ties  .and  national  safety,  but  to  px-e- 
vent  the  dangerous  evils  arising  from  unreasonable 
and  unfounded  jealousies.  Have  not  equal  encou- 
I’agements,  with  impxirtiality,  been  extended  to  both 
Great  Britain  and  Fi'ance  with  an  honest  intention 
to  px’ociu-e  a repeal  or  .suitable  mxmificenoe  of  their 
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vniust  orders  and  decrees?—And  have  not  pohticrd 
parties  occasionally  acknowkd.^ed  and  applauded 
the  talents  and  virtue,  the  firmness  and  moderation 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States?  Nor,  has 
anv  one  act  of  his  life,  either  in  his  public  or  pii- 
fate  capacity,  manifested  a design  to  chang-e  our 
government  from  ks  republ  can  purity?  What 
then,  should  induce  him,  while  possessed  of  tlie 
hie-hest  honors  which  the  countiy  can  confer  upon 
him,  to  sacrifice  her  dearest  rig-hts  and  indepen- 
dence to  the  will  of  a foreign  monarch?  From  what 
source,  then  proceeds  the  continual  charge  of  par- 
tiaiity  and  French  influence?  Have  we  not  reason 
to  s’jspect  that  it  proceeds  from  a vehement  party  _ 
spirit,  or  a different  foreign  influence,  operating  up- 
on some  disappointed  or  ambitious  individuals? 

The  confidence,  gentlemen,  whidi  I have  already 
expressed  in  your  wisdom  and  integrity,  supersedes 
|he  necessity'of  a particular  detail  of  the  business 
of  the  session.  You,  being  selected  from  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  state,  are  possessed  of  a knowledge 
of  the  wants  and  wishes  of  your  constituents.-— 
There  are  some  objects,  however,  which  ought  not 
to  escape  our  notice.  The  militia,  on  which  de- 
pends our  safety  m peace,  and  our  defence  in  war 
is  ever  worthy  of  consideration.  But,  under  the 
present  unsettled  state  of  our  national  affairs,  more 
than  ordinary  attention  may  bfe  requisite. 

The  militia,  if  well  equipt  and  disciplined,  im- 
pelled as  they  are,  by  motives  of  interest,  and  in- 
spired by  the  love  of  liberty,  are,  I trust  sufficient 
to  protect  our  rights,  and  repel  any  invasion  of  our 
territory.  I consider  it  highly  expedient,  that  a 
suitable  supply  of  arms  should  be  provided,  either 
by  this,  or  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  our 
fnilitia,  in  cases  of  urgency.  But  whether  the  present 
state  of  our  finances  will  admit  of  an  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  or  not  I shall  submit  to  your  sound 
discretion.  ^ , 

The  manufacturing  interest  received  considerable 
encouragement  at  our  last  session,  but  I trust  that 
an  object  so  beneficial  in  the  system  of  economy  & so 
favorable  to  our  real  independence,  Avill  be  ever  kept 
in  view  and  fostered  by  every  prudent  legislature. 

One  of  the  greatest  benefirs  of  the  system  of  juris- 
prudence, is  the  permanency  of  those  laws  under 
which  we  enjoy  our  personal  security,  nnd  the  pi-o- 
tection  of  private  property.  The  frequent  changes  in 
our  general  statutes  render  them  perplexing  to  ma- 
gistrates and  jurors— tend  to  increase  iicigation,  or 
promote  v/hat  is  by  some  styled  the  glorious  uncer- 
tainty of  the  law,  and  frequently  subjects  the  honest 
citizen  to  expence  and  loss  before  the  laws  are  fully 
promulgated  or  their  operation  rightlyunderstood.  I 
should,  therefore,  recommend  alterations  in  those  ca- 
se‘s only  where  experience  had  discovered  material 
■defects. 

I have  received  a resolution  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  U.  States,  proposing  an  a- 
mendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  S.  which, 
with  other  communications  from  the  executives  of 
individual  states,  I shall  cause  seasonably  to  be  laid 
before  you. 

That  economy  which  has^ever  characterized  the  le- 
gislature of  Vermont,  I trust,  will  stimulate  you  to 
make  all  thatdispatch  in  the  public  business  oftlie  ses- 
sion,of  which  a free  Sccandid  investigation  will  admit. 

I shall,  gentlemen,  readily  concur  with  you  in  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  conduce  to  the 
best  good  of  our  constituents;  and  I ardently  im- 
plore that  Supreme  Being  who  hath  all  hearts  in  his 
bands,  so  to  direct  our  deliberations  that  tliey  may 
terminate  in  the  true  interest  of  the  state  and  na- 
tion. JONAS  GALUSHA. 


New  SpAnisb  Constitution. 

The  folio Aving  has  been  published  in  a late  Cadiz 
paper,  as  ihe  substance  of  the  projec  of  a new 
consti'H'ion  for  Spain,  Ldd  befoi-e  ihe  cones  on 
the  IStii  of  August  la.st. 

Spain  belongs  to  tlie  Spaniards,  and  not  to  any 
particulai’  fainJy,  The  nation  alone  can  establ  sh 
fundamental  laAvs.  The  Catholic,  Apostol.c,  end 
Roman  religion,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other,  is 
the  one  that  the  nation  does  and  will  profess.  The 
form  of  her  goA’ernmenl  is  that  of  an  hereditary  mo- 
narchy. The  cortes  will  enact  the  laws,  and  the 
king  cause  'hem  to  be  execu.cd.  They  enjoy  the 
rights  of  citizens  who  liaA^e  been  born  of  Spanish 
parents,  as  also  foreigners  Avho  haA'e  married  Span-- 
iards,  or  are  come  with  a capital  to  get  themselves 
naturalized,  or  to  trade  in  the  country,  or  to  teach 
some  useful  art.  Citizens  alone  can  be  preferred  to 
the  municipal  offices.  The  rights  of  citizens  are 
forfeited  by  long  absence  from  the  kingdom,  and  by 
undergoing  afflictive  and  disgraceful  punishments. 

The  king’s  person  is  inviolable  and  sacred,  he  has 
the  power  of  sanctioning  the  laAVs  enacted  by  the 
i cortes;  can  declare  war  and  make  peace;  is  to  ap- 
point all  civil  and  military  officers  out  of  a list  of 
individuals  proposed  by  the  council  of  state;  con- 
ducts diplomatic  affairs,  watches  over  the  applica- 
tion of  the  public  funds,  &c. 

Iiestraints  on  the  regal  pouter. 

The  king  cannot  oppose  the  meeting  of  the  corteg 
at  the  periods  or  under  the  circunistances  pointed 
out  by  tile  constitution,  nor  res  trail  the  fie<^om  of 
their  deliberations  when  met,  nor  suspend  them, 
Sec.  itnd  such  as  shall  advise  him  to  do  so,  shall  be 
held  and  treated  as  traitors.  He  cannot  undertake 
a journey,  marrj^  alienate  any  thing,  abdicate  the 
crown,  lav  on  taxes,  nor  exchange  any  toAvn,  city, 
&c.  without  the  previous  consent  or  the  cortes. 

Ferdinand  VII.  is  acknowledged  by  the  cortes, 
king  of  Spain;  and  upon  his  demise,  his  legitimate 
descendants.  [The  settlemen..  of  the  succession  the 
cortes  appear  to  nave  reserved  to  themselves.] 

The  king  is  a minor  until  he  shall  have  completed 
his  18th  year. 

The  king’s  eldest  son  is  styled  prince  of  Asturias, 
and  as  suen  will,  Avhen  14  years  old,  swear  before 
the  cortes  that  he  Avill  observe  the  constitutional 
laws,  and  be  faithful  to  the  king.  During  the  lattey’s 
minority,  a regency  shall  be  established,  Avhich  will 
take  cai'e  that  he  be  brought  up  in  conformity  to 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  cortes.  The  regency  will 
be  presided  by  the  queen  mother,  if  alive,  and  com- 
posed of  the  two  oldest  deputies  of  the  permanent 
deputation  from  the  corte.s;  Avhich  deputies  Avill 
continue  the  wliole  year  in  function — and  of  two 
councillors  of  state  according  to  their  seniority, 
The  cortes  will  grant  a yearly  sum  sufficient  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  king  and  his  family,  and  also 
country  seats  for  his  amusement,  &c. 

The  king’s  sons  may  be  appointed  to  all  offices  ex- 
cept those  of  judges  or  deputies  of  the  cortes.  They 
cannot  leave  the  ki:,^dom  without  the  consent  of  the 
latter. 

There  will  be  eight  secretaries  of  state — two  of 
whom  for  North  and  South  America.  They  .should 
be  responsible  for  the  transactions  in  their  respec- 
tive departments,  and  the  cortes  will  determine 
what  appointments  they  ai’e  to  receive. 

A council  of  state  will  be  established,  composed 
of  forty  members,  four  of  whom  to  be  grandees  of 
I known  merit  and  virtue;  four  to  belong  to  the  cler- 
gy, out  of  whom  fwo  bishops;  twelve  Americans; 
and  the  others  to  be  taken  from  among  the  deserv* 
,ing  of  tile  other  professions. 
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The  councillors  of  state  are  to  be  appointed  b\ 
the  king  out  of  a list  of  candidates  propo  sed  by  the 
cortes.  The  latter  to  be  convened  every  year  on 
the  first  of  March,  and  to  continue  sitting  three 
months,  unless  the  session  should  be  prolonged  up- 
on the  king’s  demand,  or  for  some  very  urgent  rea- 
son; but  in  no  case,  for  a longer  term  than  one 
month. 

As  to  the  election  of  tlie  delegates  to  the  cortes, 
it  is  to  be  managed  as  directed  by  the  constiui.  ion, 
(the  dispositions  relative  thereto  being  very  much 
detailed  and  framed  with  gi-eat  judgement  and  a lau- 
dable foresight). 

There  will  be  one  deputy  for  every  70,000  souls. 

The- king  will  open  the  cortes,  or,  in  his  name,  the 
president  of  the  deputation;  which  must  be  per- 
ifianent  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  constitution- 
al laws  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 


American  Catholic  Prelates. 

Translation  of  a letter  from  the  original  Latin  into 
English^  of  the  Catholic  bishops  of  JVorth  America 
to  the  Catholic  bishops  of  Ireland. 

To  the  most  illustrious  and  reverend  Catholic  arch- 
bishops and  bishops  of  Ireland,  the  archbishop 
and  bishops  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
send  greeting  in  the  Lord. 

“We  have  received,  venerable  brethern,  with 
gratitude,  and  with  the  respect  which  is  due  to  your 
distinguished  merit,  the  letter  dated  February  26, 
which  you  addressed  to  the  bishops  of  the  whole 
Catholic  church. 

“We  are  resolved,  with  Divine  assistance,  to 
preserve  the  unity  of  the  church  of  Christ,  and  to 
assert  and  defend  that  authority  of  the  holy  see,  and 
primacy  of  honor  and  jurisdiction  which  the  chief 
pontiff  is  possessed  of,  and  which  are  essential  to 
the  maintenance  of  this  unity.  We  are  equally  led 
by  sentiment  and  by  duty  to  profess  our  fidelity  and 
obedience  to  pope  Pius  VII.  who  now  holds  that  su- 
preme station.  We  adliere,  like  members  to  their 
head,  to  this  incomparable  pontiff,  and  since,  as  St. 
Paul  says,  **When  one  member  suffers,  the  otper 
members  partake  in  the  painf  how  much  more  sen- 
sible must  we  feel  the  bitter  affliclioiis  of  this  our 
spiritual  head! 

“We  lament,  in  common  with  you,  venerable 
brethren,  and  we  are  animated  with  a pious  indig- 
nation at  the  idea  of  “a  reverend  ancient  being 
“ turned  out  of  his  house,  and  driven  from  his 
“couiiLry;  of  an  innocent  bishop  being  cruelly  op- 
“ pressed;  of  the  head  church  being  stripped  of  its 
“ patrimony;  and  of  a most  meritorious  pope  be- 
“ ing  overwhelmed  with  contumelies.”  It  is  our 
duty  to  confess  that  we,  in  particidar,  are  under 
the  greatest  obligations' to  tlie  venerable  Pius  VI. 
since  it  its  owing  to  his  wisennd  apostol. cal  conduct 
that  this  portion  of  the  Lord’s  flock,  situated  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  been  formed  into  a 
regular  ecclesiastical  province  consisting  of  the 
fi.rchbishop  of  Baltimore,  and  of  four  suifra°’an 
bishops.  “ 

“We  firmly  trust  in  the  Lord,  that  the  same  in- 
vincible fortitude  which  shone  forth  in  Pius  the  VI. 
of  happy  memory,  will,  n all  ti  nes,  beequally  con- 
spicuous  in  his  succe.isor,  Pius  VII;  and  we  have 
not  the  smallest  doubt  that  he  will  continue  to  exhi- 
bit, for  the  consolation  of  the  church,  that  invinci- 
ble firmness  in  bearing  afflictions,  which  he  has 
hjtherto  manifested,  whatever  it  mav  become  his 
d uty  to  pronounce,  to  transact,  or  to  endure. 

“In  the  mean  time,  we  declare  before  God,  that 
we  will  respectfully  listen  to  theradrnonitJion,s  of  ou.. 


■ oil  ihcr,  notwithstanding  his  capt'vity;  and  that 
r : will  yield  a cheerful  .submission  to  his  directions 
nd  ordinances,  provided  ^hey  bear  the  proper  and 
genuimf  character  of  the  voice  of  Pe^er,  and  of 
the  real  intent  ion  and  authority  of  the  supreme 
lontiff.  But  we  shall  not  think  ourselves  bound 
3V  any  briefs,  or  other  documents  of  an\  kind  which 
may  be  circulated  in  his  name,  and  under  his  alledg- 
ed  authority,  unless  even  the  least  apprehension  of 
his  not  enjoying  full  and  perfect  liberty  in  deliberat- 
ing and  resolving,  shall  be  removed  from  our  minds, 

“And  should  the  chief  pontiff  depart  this  life, 
(which  God  forbid  si.ould  happen  in  the  present 
perilous  state  of  the  church),  we  no  le.ss  than  vou, 
venerable  bi-ethren,  are  ^ull}'  permaded  ihat  God 
Will  not  be  wanting  to  his  church,  which  though  it 
should  even  for  a considerable  time,  he  deprived 
of  its  c.  ief  pastor  here  on  earth,  would  be  expo- 
sed to  less  mischief  chan  if  any  person,  by  force 
or  terror,  were  to  place  himself  in  the  chair  of 
Peter,  and  thus  the  mystical  body  of  Christ  were 
to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  a fatal  schism.  Hence  we 
are  resolved  to  instruct  the  flock  committed  to  our 
caie,  to  acknowlege  no  person  as  the  tiue  and 
genuine  successor  of  Peter,  but  him  whom  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  bishops  of  the  whole  world,  and 
the  whole  Catholic  people,  in  a manner,  shall  ac- 
knowledge as  such. 

“If  we,  who  are  hardly  yet  known  among  the 
Christian  churches,  thus  venture  to  deckcre  our- 
selves to  you,  our  venerable  brethren,  it  is  in  conse- 
(pience  of  your  sending  to  u- , m coirtmon  wi  h the 
other  b..shops  of  the  Cathoiic  cvorld,  your  late  eUf 
cyclical  letter:  for  it  would  be  highiy  unbecoming 
us  not  to  acknowledge  this  high  mark  of  the  esteem 
in  which  you  hold  us.  As  to  yourselves,  you  are 
seated  in  those  episcopal  sees  which  have  been  il- 
lustrated, through  a long  series  of  ages,  by  the  vir- 
tues of  the  holy  prelates,  your  predecessors  in  them. 
In  imitation  of  them,  you  conduct  the  people  in- 
trusted to  you,  by  example  as  well  as  by  instruction, 
in  the  ancient  and  true  faith,  and  in  sincere  piety; 
and  together  With  them,  you  exliibit,  in  defiance  of 
all  human  art  ifice,  fraud,  and  violence,  a rare  and 
perhaps  singular  instance  of  invincible  'brtiiude  in 
preserving  and  fostering  the  Catholic  faith. 

“We  humbly  commend  ourselves  to  your  pray- 
ers, and  We  earnestly  beseech  God  to  shew  all 
favor  to  your  country,  your  churches,  and  each 
one  of  yourselves. 

“Fare  ye  well,  most  illustrious  and  reverend 
prelates. 

“ TORN,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore, 

“LEOiS’ARD,  Bishop  of  Gortyna, 
coadiutor  of  the  Bishop  of  B:dt. 

“ FR.  MICHAEL,  Bishop  of  Phi* 
ladelphia, 

“ JOHN,  Bishop  of  Boston, 

^ “BENEDICT,  Bishop  of  Bairds- 

town.” 

Baltimore,  Xov.  11,  1810.” 

{^FreemaiCs  Journal, 


New  Swisserland. 

Cincinnati,  October  9,  1811. 

By  the  politeness  of  a Swiss  gentleman,  residing^ 
at  Vovay,  Indiana  territory,  we  have  been  favoured 
with  the  following  sketch  of  the  Swiss. settlement; 

JS'EW  SWISSERLAAB 
Is  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ohio  river,  in 
.■efferson  county,  Indiana  territory,  abc-ut  seven 
ciles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  vi^er.  Tnj^ 
settlement  wa.s  began  in  the  spring  of  the  y<  iu- 180:\ 
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J.  Dufour’s  sisters  first  brought  the  art  to  this  coun- 
try, from  Swisserland. 

As  the  Swiss  enlarge  their  vineyards  eveiy  year, 
more  and  more,  theii*  settlement  will  become  of 
greater  consequence  to  the. United  States,  not  only 
in  producing  good  and  wholesome  wine,  but  also  in 
being''  a model  for  those  who  may  establish  new 
yineyards  in  other  parts  of  this  Continent  which 
may  be  found  suitable  for  their  culture. 

JSTfrcD  Swisserland  has  the  advantage  of  two  roads 
—one  is  a fork  from  the  road  leading  from  Law- 
renceburg  to.  Port  William,  taking,  off  to  the  right, 
about  one  mile  and  a half  before  arriving  at  Vcnoge, 
or  Indian  creek,  arid  leads  , to  Dufour’s  ferry;  op- 
posite is  a road  leading  to  Frankfort  and  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  The  other  leads  from  the  upper  end  ol’ 
Jefferson  count)'^,  dpwn  to  MadxSon,  all  along  dhe 
river.  There  is  a post  office,  by  the  name  of 
Vevey,  which  is  the  name  of  the  town  intended  to 
be  shortly  laid  off,  for  the  accommodation  of  me? 
chanics.  C Liberty  UalL 


by  some  Sivi.ss  of  the  canton  of  Vaud,  formerly  a 
part,  of  the  canton  of  Bern,  their  principal  object  is 
the  introduction  of  the  culture  of  the  grape  vine  in 
this  country.  Tliis  settlement,  or  rather  the  place 
called  New  Swisserland,  extends  from  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile  above  the  mouth  of  Plumb  creek 
doivn  ihe  river  to  the  mouth  of  Venoge  creek, 
known  by  the  name  of  Indian  creek,*  a distance  of 
about  four  miles  luid  a half  fronting  the  river,  and 
extends  back  for  the  quantity  of  about  3700  acres  of 
land — 2500  of  which  they  have  purchased  unde/  a 
la  . ' in  favor  of  J.  James  Dufour  and  his  associates, 
allow  ing-  them  twelve  years  to  pay  for  it  from  1802, 
the  Tme  of  thp  purchase;  tlie  remainder  they 
have  liought  as  other  purchasers,  and  paid  for  it. 

T;ie  lower  end  about  two  miles  along  the  river, 
is  occupied  by  thirteen  Swiss  families,  containing 
sixcv-;,ix  individuals,  of  every  age — 10  of  those  fa- 
milies have  successivly  come  to  join  the  three  first 
who  li'  .d  began  the  settlement.  Had  it  not  been  for 
tl>e  difficiiities  in  cro-  Siing  the  ocean,  it  is  ^sefieved 
the  whole  distance  of  four  and  a half  miles  would 
have  been  filled  tip  with  as  ipariy  more  of  those  in 
dUstrioiis  people. 

The  improvenients  of  the  Swiss  are  considerable, 

Considering  the  time  tyhen  they  began,  the  few 
hands  employed  in  :hemi  and  their  inexperience  m 
tire  way  of  improving  lands  in  this  country.  They 
have  now  about  140  acres  in  cultivation,  about 
^ight  of  which  are  planted  in  grape  vines,  now 
hearing;  which  offer  to  the  eye  of  an  observer  the 
handsomest  and  the  most  interesting'  agricultural 
prospect  perhaps  everwitnessed  in  the  United  States. 

There  are  about  8 or  9 acres  more  planted  in  vines, 
which  are  not  yet  bearing;  and  they  continue  plant- 
ing more  eveiy  year.  The  crop  of  wine  of  1810, 
hais  exceeded  the  quantity  of  2400  gallons,  the 
quality  of  which  has  been  tlioiight,  by  judges  of 
yune,  superior  to  that  of  the  claret  of  Bordeaux. 

Out  of  the  quantity  about  120  g'allons  was  white,  or  first  measures  of  the  junta  of  Astu- 

yellow  vine,  made  out  of  tlie  Maderia  grapes.—  ^9  dispatch  two  noblemen  as  deputies  ta 

These  two  kinds  of  vines  are  the  only  ones  which  ;They  came  off  from  Oyou  in  an  open, 

h.av<^  hitherto  succeeded,  but  others  fire  going  to  be  English  privateer  which  hap« 

tried,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  some  of  them  will  cruizing  off  tliere.  Their  an-ival  wag. 

Mso  produce  good  wine.  When  the  vines  are  fallowed  by  information  that  tlie  insurrection, 
older,  and  the  vine  dressr-rs  able  to  let  their  wine  Andalusia  as  well  as  in  the  north, 

acauire  age  before  they  sell  it,  the  quality  will  cer-  whole;  south  of  Spam.  The  attitude 

tainlv  be.  greatly  superior  to  what  it  is^  now;  and  which  England  stood,  says  tfie  writer  Muth  whose 
tJiere  is  no''douht  that,  .in  tlie  course  of  a number  of  eloquent  page  this  narrative  has  before  been  inter- 
vears,  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  do  without  I’upted,  when  Spam  first  implored  succor  from  he/ 
'imported  wine.  The  precious  culture  of  the  vine  generosity,  was  infinitely  more  grand  and  impos- 
wiil  be  tried  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  i eg,  than  any  in  which  her  own  annals  or  those ^of 
will  undoubtedly  multiply  with  rapidity.  The  exhibited  any  nation  whatever.  The 

Swiss  will  encourage  itvuth  all  their  power;  they  ^i^ture  pf  the  contest  vmich  she  has  so  long  tv  aged 
give  vine  slios  gixdfs  to  wlioever  will  plant  them,  melancholy  condition  of  the  continent  the 

w h directions  and  instructions  for  their  cultiva-  in  which  Spain  before  stood  in  her  regard 

— the  cruel  wrongs  and  miserable  weakness  of  ine. 

: i'lie  Swiss  also  cultivate  Indian  corn,  wheat,  po-  suppliants— the  importance  ofthe  ends  tobe  achiev. 
tatoes,  hemp,  ffax,  and  other  articles  necessaiy  to  successful  exertion  of  her  strength— alf 

farmers,  although  in  small  quardivies.  Some  of  them  an  interest  to  this  conjectui'C,  which  no  pos- 

Vv-omen  make  straw-hats,  which  they  sell  in  Ciiicin- ; of  human  affairs,  or  vicissitude  of  fortune,  was 
nati,  and  on  tlie  rffer,  to  trading  boats,  which  ij^u- s calculated  to  inspire.  Botli  the  govern- 

ally  stop  there  to  purchase  them,  to  carry  to  the  P.99pl.e  correspond  by  the  exuber- 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte* 

ABIIIDG?®  FROM  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Deputies  from  Jlstunas  sent  to  JSngland.  Effect  of 
the  Spanish  revolution  in  that  country.  Speeches  in 
parliament.  Proceedings  at  Cadiz.  The  governor, 
put  to  death  by  the  people,  aiid,  Morla  appointed  in 
his  plac^.  The  Spaniards  compel  ihe  French  squad-*, 
roll  to  surrender.  ■ Dupont  enters  Andahida  with  a 
French  army;  is  defeated  by  general  Reding  at 
Bayien,  and  surrenders.  The  terms  which  had  beeri 
granted  broken.  Correspondence  upon  that  subject 
with  tMorla.  The  French  eagles  deposited  as  tro- 
phies in  the  church  of  king  St.  Fernando  at  Seville. 


^lississ.ippi  country,  where  they  are  very  ready 
s.ale.  They  are  made  quite  different  fioni  the  ot];er 
straw-iiats,  by  tying  the  straws  together,  instead 
of  plaiting  and  sewing  the  plaits.  One  of  Mr.  f.’ 

* On  account  of  the  great  number  of  creeks  it' 
the  United  Slates  called  by  the  name  of  Indian. 
the  Swiss,  who  ov,m  its  mouth,  iii.ve  iliought  propc  ’ 
to  alter,  its  name  to  ihat  of  Venoge,  a small  r.iv<  r ii 
|he  Pays  de  Vaud,  on  the  banks  pf  wliich  spme  of 
|he  Swiss  spoken  of  here  were  raised. 


ance  of  their  succors,,  to  the  liberal  and  disinterest- 
ed zeal,  wuth  v^hich  they  embraced  the  Spanish 
cau.se,  and  completed  a picture,  upon  which  mam 
kind  will  hereafter  love  to  dwell.  I saw  the  effect 
wliich  it  procuced  upon  the  deputies,  who  were 
welcomed  as  if  they  , had  been  deliverers* — not  siip- 
pliahts,.  They  fre  q.uently  shed  tears  of  gratitude 
nd  joy,  and  appeared  to  he  more  overpowered  by 
!ie  nature  pf  tiieir  reception,  than  by  the  contem- 
plation of  that  unrivalled;  scene  of  public  and  iiidi* 
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Vidual  fellcity—tiiat  vl^r  and  independence  oi 
mind,  and  those  moral  and  political  institutions^ 
which  place  England  so  far  above  every  other  Eu- 
ropean country  in  the  scale  of  excellence.* 

The  annalistf  whom  we  have  hitherto  followed, 
gives  the  same  honorable  picture  of  the  national 
feeling.  Never;  he  says,  was  any  intelligence  re- 
ceived with  more  general  joy.  Notiyithstanding 
tlie  numerous  hostilities  in  which  Spain  had  been 
involved  with  England;  first,  through  its  connec- 
tion with  the  Bourbons;  and,  afterwards,  from  the 
ascendancy  which  the  directory  and  Bonaparte  had 
obtained  over  an  infamous  minister,  imbecile 
king,  and  a wretched  government,  the  English  had 
always  regarded  the  Spaniards  as  the  most  honora- 
ble people  with  whom  they  were  engaged  either  in 
commerce  or  in  war,  nor  was  there  ever  a war  in 
which  some  new  instances  of  honor  and  generosity 
on  their  ^part  did  not  make  us  regret  that  they  were 
our  enemies.  Hitherto  the  present  contest  had 
been  carried  on  Avith  little  hope.  No  other  sympa- 
thy than  that  of  mere  political  interest  was  ever  felt 
in  our  alliances  with  Austria  or  with  the  Czar;  but, 
from  the  moment  that  the,  Spaniards  called  upon  us 
for  aid,  we  felt  that  we  had  obtained  allies  worthy 
of  our  own  good  cause,  and  the  war  assumed  a 
higher  and  a holier  character.  It  now  became  tru- 
ly,  avowedly  and  plainly  to  every  man’s  understand- 
ing, a war  for  all  ^ood  principles;  and  we  looked  on 
to  the  end  with  faith  as  well  as  hope. 

The  first  parliamentary  notice  of  these  proceed- 
ings was  by  a speech  (15  June)  of  Mr.  Sheridan’s, 
made  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  mi- 
nistry to  a vigorous  co-operation  with  Spain.  He 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Canning,  wlio  stated  with  great 
explicitness  that  his  majesty’s  ministers  pai’ticipat- 
ed  with  t.he  feelings  of  the  country,  and  Avere  dis- 
posed to  contribute  every  practicable  aid  in  a con- 
test so  magnanimous.  Mr.  "Whitbread,  who  is  styl- 
ed one  of  the  friends  of  the  people,  was  satisfied 
with  this  declaration. 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  were  dispatch- 
^id  to  the  northern  provinces,  immediately  lipon  the 
arrival  of  the  deputies"; — “men,”  they"  said,  “tliey 
'"did  not  want.”  The  Spanish  prisoners  were  re- 
leased and  sent  home;  and  in  the  king’s  speech,  at 
the  clofee  of  the  session  (4  July)  Spain  was  recog- 
nized as  a natui’al  friend  and  ally.  It  was  there  de- 
clared, “that  the  British  government  would  make 
every  exertion  for  the  support  of  a people  thus  no- 
bly struggling  against  the  tyranny  and  usurpation 
of  France,  that  it  Avould  be  guided  in  the  choice 
^id  direction  of  its  exertions  by  the  wishes  of  those 
in  whose  behalf  they  were  employed;  and  that,  in 
contributing  to  the  success  of  this,  just  and  glorious 
cause,  England  h^ad  no  other  object  than  that  of' 
preserving  unimpaired  the  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence pf  the  Spanish  monarchy.  An  order  of 
council  appeared  bn  the  same  day,  announcing  that 
hostilities  against  Spain  had  ceased.  This  measiii-e 
had  been  anticipated  by  the  commanders  at  Gibral- 
tar and  on  the  Cadiz  station.  General  Castanos, 
who  commanded  the  Spanish  Army,  Avhich  had 
been  stationed  in  the  camp  of  St.  Roqu'e  to  threat- 
en Gibraltar,  declared  for  Ferdinand,  opened  a com- 
munication Avith  sir  Hcav'  Dalrymple,  tlien  gover- 
por  of  that  fortress.^  and  raised'  a loan  thei-e  of 
50,000  dollars,  which  was  advanced  in  a few  hours 
by  the  merchants,  Avithout  interest,  and  without 
bthei’  security  than  tlie  honor  of  a Spaniard.  A 

* "Walsh’s  letters,  p.  24. 

f Edin.  An.  Reg.  The  historical  part  of  this 
valuably  work  is  stid  to  be  written  by  Southey 


French  squadron  consisting  of  five  sail  of  the  Uiac 
and  a frigate,  under  admiral  Rosilly,  was  lying  at 
Cadiz,  Admiral  Purvis  was  invited  by  the  Span- 
iards to  anchor  his  fleet  at  the  moutli  of  the  harbor, 
and  prevent  their  escape.  The  people  of  Cadiz 
finding  that  the  marquis  de  Solano,  their  gOA^ernor, 
endeavored  to  repress  their  patriotism,  and  that  he 
was  manifestly  in  the  interest  of  France,  put  hini 
to  death.  The  populace,  in  their  indignation,  gut- 
ted his  house,  not  leaving  even  a beam  stand'i.'ii^i 
but  not  an  article  of  property  was  taken.  V/)s  m 
some  one  proposed  to  sell  his  eff^.cts  for  the  bp-a,  fit 
of  the  poor,  a general  cry  made  answer,  “avc  '’  ..  at 
nothing  that  Ijelonged  to.  a traitor!”  The  jeweW 
and  money  that  were  found,  were  depc  iicd  y.\  vl,c 
treasury  for  the  public  service.  Tut  coi '' . < . .u  d w ;e- 
then  assumed  by  dou  Tlioma.s  de  Moria,  • 
time  one  of  the  most  respectable  names  in  .‘Sp.  m. — 
Morla  commanded  at  Cadiz  in  1801,  Avhen  thcF  ig., 
lish  expedition  appeared  betbre  the  city',  after  sir 
James  Pulteney’s  itttempt  upon  Ferol: "an  attack 
Avhich  Avould  haAc  been  cA^en  more  disgraceful  tJiari 
that  memorable  failure,  Ava^i  tlireatened,  and  A\  liicii, 
bad  jt  succeeded,  Avould  have  been  moi’e  fatal  m its 
consequences  than  tlie  most  fatal  defeat:  for  the 
yellow  fever  \yas  then  raging  in  the  citt  ,-  this  being 
the  first  year  of  its  appearance  in  Spain.  Ujiou 
this  occasion,  Morla  replied  to  the  summons  of  the 
British  commander,  in  a imumer  as  solemn  as  it 
was  dignified;  telling  him  tinder  what  a visitation 
the  people  of  Cadiz  were  then  suffering.  It  had 
its  due  effect,  and  sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  instantly^ 
forbore? from  adding  the  horrors  of  war  to  those  of 
pestilence.  During  thp  same  dreadful  seiison,  Mor- 
la gaA'e  another  proof  of  talents  and  resolution;  for; 
in  defiance  of  all  opposldon  from  the  clergy  and 
bigoted  populace,  he  ordered  all  places  of  \vbrship 
to  be  closed. 

Upon  his  accession  to  the  government,  Tneasure!^ 
were  immediately  taken  for  compelling  the  French 
fleet  to  surrender.  The  French  admirals  were 
never  deficient  either  in  persona)  ability  or  profes- 
sional skill.  Rosilly  took  a defensi\'e  position  in 
the  channel  leading  to  the  Caracas,  out  of  i each 
of  the  works.  IvnoAving  that  cA^ery  effort  would 
be  made  to  relieve  him,  and,  probably^  fully  exr 
pecting  that  the  force  wliich  would  be  sent  to  occu- 
py Cadiz,  Avduld  be  able  to  beai*  down  all  iesi.star.ee 
that  the  Spaniards  could  possible  oppose;  his  ob- 
ject Avas  to  gain  time.  He  proposed,  first,  to  quit 
rhe  bay,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  tranquilliz- 
ing the  people,  as  his  imposing  attitude  had  occa- 
sioned some  inquietude.  In  case  tlie  English  should 
not  assent  to  this,  he  then  offered  to  land  his  guns; 
keeping  his  men  oh  board,  raid  not  hoisting  his 
colors;  in  this  case  he  required  that  hostage^ 
should  be  exclianged,  and  demanded  proiecttoh 
against  the  exterior  enemy.  Morla  replied,  tliat 
though  these  proposals  Avere  what  it  became  tlie 
French  admiral  to  make,  it  Ava.s  incompatible  wivl) 
his  honor  to  accept  them;  his  orders  were  po.sitive; 
and  he  could  hear  of  nbtlimg  but  an  unconditional 
surrender.  Lord  Collingwood,  Avho  iiad  arriveci 
from  before  'foulon;  to  take  the  command  upoii 
this  more  important  station,  offered  to  co-opefatb 
with  the  Spaniards;  but,  being  confident  in  thefl.’' 
own  strength,  they  declined  the  offer.  Batteiie^ 
were  erected  oh  the  Isle  of  l..ec>n,  and  near  Fort 
Luiz;  and  from  these  and  from  their  gun  anij 
mortar-boats,  they  began  the  attack  (9th  Jahe.f-^" 
The  Spaniards  kept  them  at  a di.stance,  becausii 
closer  proceedings  Avoukl  luive  occ.aniuned  greater 
loss  on  their  side,  and  ha.ve  injured  ships  v/hitlf 
I they  AAuijited  for  thtth.ovvn  Bejr.g:  siire.  of 
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in^  them  at  last,  they  wished  to  take  them  with  as  1 
little  injury  as  possible-,  and  in  this  they  succeed- 1 
ed,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  having  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  obtain  more  favorable  terms. 

Two  addresses  to  the  poeple,  published  bv  Morla 
upon  tliis  occasion,  explained  why  he  had  proceed- 
ed so  slowly  against  the  French,  and  he  declared  his 
resolution  to  enforce  good  order.  Every  person 
admired  these  able  compositions;  but,  upon  exa- 
mining them  after  the  subsetjuent  treachery  of  the 
autltor,  it  is  observable,  how  carefullv  he  abstained 
from  any  one  expression  whic’n  might  imply  n 
cense  of  the  righteousness  of  the  Spanish  cause,  or 
indignation  against  the  atrocious  usiirpktion  which 
was  intended»  Wise,  therefore,  as  his  operations 
against  Rosilly  s squadron  had  been,  it  is  to  be  sus- 
pected  that  Morla  acted  not  more  from  prudence 
than  from  a secret  pm-pose  of  sparing  the  French. 

Bonaparte  had  probably  relied  upon  his  secret 
agents  in  Cadiz,  upon  Solano,  and  Morla  himself, 
or  he  would  have  secured  that  important  city,  as 
he  had  done  Barcelona,  before  he  avowed  his  inten- 
tion of  usurping  the  throne  of  Spain.  4 siege  of 
Gibraltar  had  been  the  pretext  under  which  he 
marched  his  troops  into  the  peninsula;  and,  i^  the 
suaden  and  universal  insurrection  of  the  people  had 
not  prevented  him,  a sufficient  force  would  have 
been  stationed  before  that  fortress  to  have  over-pow- 
eied  Castanos,  in  case  he  had  been  found  incor- 
rufitible:  the  greater  part  of  the  Spanish  army, 
which  had  not  been  sent  out  of  the  kingdom,  being 
under  that  generaFs  comnnand.  A detachment  un- 
<for  Dupont,  had  marched  fi'om  Madrid  towards 
the  southward,  soon  afrer  Murat’s  arrival  in  that 
city.  Their  destination  was  for  Cadiz,  of  which 
place  j^bat  general  had  been  appo  nted  governor, 
soon  after  the  mock  abdication  at  Bavonne  had  been 
completed;  but  some  tumults  at  Toledo  required 
Jns  presenccj  and  iinTnediri^>ely  ^.f^erwiirds,  the  dis- 
position  of  the  people  of  Madrid  became  so  mani- 
fest, that  Murat  thought  it  prudent  to  keep  the 
whole  of  his  force  in  the  vic.rtity  of  tha'  city.  But 
when  Seville  and  Cadiz  declared  for  Ferdinand, 
perilous  as  his  situation  was  in  the  capital,  it  be- 
came of  the  utmost  importance  that  a vigorous  ef- 
fort should  be  made  to  reduce  these  important  ci- 
ties; and  Dupont,  with  a considerable  force,  was 
instantly  dispatched  upon  that  service. 

_ A long  and  deep  chain  of  mountains  called  the 
Sierra  Morena,  a name  which  Cervantes  has  matie 
familiar  throughout  the  wiiole  of  Europe,  divides 
Andalusia  from  New  Castile,  and  from  Es'iremadu- 
ra.  The  passes  are  exceedingly  strong:  Dupont 
crossed  them,  without  opposi  ion,  and  descended 
upon  the  city  of  Cordova,  which  lies  at  their  foo^. 
The  city  was  feebly  defended;  for  the  armed  inhabi- 
tants did  not  stand  theii’  ground,  and  the  regul  r force 
was  notsufficient  to  oppose  such  a body  of  disciplin- 
ed troops.  He  obtained  possession  of  it  after  a 
cond  et  of  two  hours, — but  here  his  successes  end- 
ed; for  tidings  reached  him  of  the  surrender  of 
the  fleet;  the  passes  of  the  Sierra  were  occupied 
by  the  peasantry;  the  country  rose  on  ail  sides; 
and  Cas'  anos  advanced  against  him  with  allthe  force 
of  Andalusia,  and  with  a considerable  body  of  troups 
from  Ceuta,  which  had  been  sent  to  garrison  that 
place  early  m the  3/ear,  in  consequence  of  a rumour 
that  England  designed  to  attack  it. . Dupont  ex- 
pected to  be  joined  by  the  three  or  four  thousand  men 
from  iTunot’s  arm}%  who  were  ordered  to  proceed 
along  the  coast,  of  Algarve  and  cross  the  Guadiana; 
but  a bod}-  of  English  troops  from  Gibraltar,  under 
general  Spencer,  took  post  at  Ayamonte,  and  de- 
feated this  intention.  Instead  of  advancing,  there- 


fore, to  Ecij  a,  where  the  troops  which  he  hnd  de.- 
feated  at  Cordova  were  rallying  under  Echev,ivie, 
he  found  i.  necessary  to  fall  back  to  Audujar. 

Here  his  simation  soon  became  perilous.  Cas- 
tanos, heting  upon  the  wise  principles  whicii  the 
junta  of  Seville  had  laid  down,  continually  Irarras- 
sed  the  enemy,  wrdrout  venturing  to  a battle  till 
he  had  pi-eviouslv  given  confidence  0 ids  troops, 
and  brought  them  into  habits  of  discipline.  Allthe 
hospital  stores  of  the  French,  together  with  a large 
convoy  of  supplies  from  Toledo,  were  interceoted 
in  the  mountains:  and  their  soldiers  were  toon 
obliged  to  reap  the  standing  corn,  and  mr-ke  it  r to 
bread  themselves,  the  peasantry  having  lef  1 e 
harvest  to  take  up  arms  agoinst  them.  Tb‘,  .vere 
not  long  at  leisure  to  do  this, — the  perpe  u;f  , i;  1 ms 
given  them  by  the  Spaniards  on  ali  sides,  ke).t  i.tem 
ilways  under  arms.  A council  of  war  helh  by 
Castanos,  on  the  17th  July,  mid  it  was  dr  iev-mned 
that  the  imi^ied  divisions  of  the  marquis  deCs  -nprgiy 
and  of  major  general  Theodore  Reding  of 

Aloys,  the  Swiss  patriot,)  ^should  attack  he  v 01  lof 
the  French  army  atB^len,  while  the  rins  h c;i  .-is.oii 
and  the  reserve  made  a feinted  atutck  vj;  on  Ae  fiujar, 
to  distract  the  enemy’s  attention.  R- ling,  on  hoe 
following  morning  (18th  Jui})  won  the  vill  age  of 
Baylen,  when  the  French  general.  Go  here,  h:id  been 
stationed  to  guard  the  road  to  La  C,  rrlina,  i s of 
the  utmost  importance  in  maintaining  a conm  uni- 
cation  with  Madrid.  Having-  thus  succeeded,  he 
was  ordered  by  the  commander  in  ciiiei  not  to  pur- 
sue the  retreating  column,  but  co  march  .against 
Audujar  without  delay,  and  at  l ack  that  place  in 
flank,  while  he  with  the  reraaindei-  of  his  force, 
should  assail  it  in  front.  This  was  prevented  by  the 
sudden  movement  of  Dupont,  the  heigh'  in  the  neigh- 
borhoodof  Audujar  had  been' occupied  on  the  15th  ^ 
by  general  don  Manuel  de  la  Pena,  and  field  mar- 
shal don  Felix  Jones,  who,  from  thence,  annoyed 
them  with  great  effect.\  They  were  too  strongly- 
posted  to  be  attacked  with  success;  and  Dujiont 
had  deformined  upon  a more  important  enterprize; 
at  nine  on  the  evening  of  the  18‘h,  he  evacuated 
Audujar,  after  pillaging  it,  and  took  the  road  to- 
wards Baylen. 

Castanos  complained  in  his  dispatches,  that  the 
people  of  Audujar,  did  not  give  him  the  slightest 
notice  of  these  movements.  That  city  contains 
about  14,000  inhabitants;  and  though  a few  of  llie 
higher  orders  may  have  been  corrupied,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  tliat  the  people  in  general  were  well 
disposed  to  a set  of  ruffians,  who  had,  for  some 
weeks,  been  preying  upon  them.  Dupont’s  mea-* 
sures  w^ere,  probably,  kept  secret  till  the  moment 
of  executing  them;  and  the  art  of  obtaining  intelli-  - 
gence  seems  to  have  been  ill  understood  both  by  the 
Spanicu-ds  and  thqir  allies,  during  the  whole  of  this 
y ear’s  war.  At  two  in  the  morning  of  tlie  19th, 
Castanos  was  informed  of  their  retreat:  he  imme- 
diately ordered  general  Pena  to  pursue  and  h;irass 
the  enemy’s  rear,  expecting  that,  by  Reding’s  ad- 
vance, they  would  thus  be  placed  between  twoi  ^ . 
fires.  The  Swiss  general,  meantime,  haying  re-'  . 
passed  the  Gudalqujver,  and  effected  a junction 
with  Cam pagny,  was  forming  his  troops,  at  three 
in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  to  march  against  Audu- 
jar, when  Dupont  fell  upon  him,  thinking  to  take 
him  by  surprise.  The  attack  was  made  with  gi  eat 
veil emencei  and  would  not  improbably  have  beeii 
successful,  had  not  the  Spaniards,  ow'ing  to  their 
intended  movement,  been  in  some  degree  of  readi- 
ness. Tlie  first  company  both  of  horse  and  fodt 
suffered  greatly;  nevertheless,  the  Spun-ards  rapid-' 
iy  took  their  stations,  and  repelled  tlieir  assailants 
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Qn  all  points.  Their  lihes  were  sometimes  broken, 
and  the  French  %ht.mg’  with  the  resoluti<)n  of*  men 
who  bad  never  vet  kno  vvn  what  it  was  to  be  defeat- 
ed,  even  made  way  to  tneir  batteries;  but  the  Spa- 
niards stood  firm;  they  had  confidence  in  their 
officers  and  in  their  own  strength;  they  knew  that 
they  .iad  reinforcements  at  hand,  and  that  the  ene- 
my’situation,  if  they  repelled  them,  Avas  despe- 
rate— .bove  all,  tney  had  a perfect  conviedon  of  the 
rignteousness  of  their  cause,  which,  when  other 
poi.iis  are  equal,  will  inevitably  turn  the  scale. — 
C..  np  igny,  who  held  che  post  of  camp-mru'shal, 
and  die  brigadier-general,  don  Francisco  Vanegas, 
both  distinguished  themselves,  as  much  by  their 
skill  as  thcii-  intrepidity.  The  action  continued. 


I without  any  other  interruption  than  what  arose 
i from  occasional  recession  and  the  formation  of  new 
! columns,  till  half  past  twelve  of  the  following  noon, 

I when  Dupont,  widi  all  his  generals,  putting  hiin- 
{ self  at  the  head  of  the  columns,  made  a last  despe- 
jrate  charge,  which  the  French  supported  with 
' gi’eat  fii'm.  jess,  attempting,  at  the  same  time,  to 
^ break  me  centre  of  the  Spaniards,  and  turn  the  right 
■ wmg;  they  were,  however,  finally  repulsed,  with 
! greac  loss,  Dupont  himself  being  wounded,  and  two 

I thousand  of  his  men  killed.  At  two  o’clock  Pena’s 
division  came  up;  as  soon  as  the  guns  6f  lus  advance 
guard  began  to  fire,  Dupont  sent  a flag  of  truce,  and 
proptfjcd  to  surrender. 

1 (to  be  COXTIJIUED.) 


J'JTluii  kSuVAhtlCS. 


J>TATURE  OF  THE  SUB^TJ  WES. 


Iron  Mines  - . - 

Secondary  manufactui’es  of  Iron  - 

Lead  mines  . . . _ 

Copper  mines  - 

Secondaiy  manufactures  of  copper 

Mines  of  Mercury  - 

Zinc  • - - 

Antimony  - 

Manganese  1 

Salt  .... 
Salt  fi’om  tlie  marshes  - . - 

Mineral  acids  - 
Coal  pics  - 

Peat,  rocks,  stones,  eai’th  and  sand. 


i PRODUCE. 

EJni'U  tHi) 

Ik  hwidred 

I5T  MONET. 

Heads  oj 

Individ.  4 

■weights. 

Francs. 

Dollars. 

Jamil.es. 

to  a Jam. 

2,400,000 

4.5,000,000 

8,437,500 

60,000 

240,000 

10,000,000 

1,875,000 

104,000 

416,000 

24,000 

840,000 

157,500 

800 

3,200 

2,000 

300,000 

66,250 

300 

1,200 

^.000,000 

1,250,000 

2,400 

9,600 

67,200 

268,000 

50,250 

320 

1,280 

60,000 

2^4,000 

43,875 

300 

1,200 

1.500 

30,000 

5,625 

40 

160 

1,200 

18,0U0 

3,395 

SO 

120 

3,000,000 

562,500 

600 

2,40(1 

5,000,000 

13,000,000 

3,4o5,000 

6,200 

24,800 

3,000,000 

562,500 

300 

1,200 

82,000,000 

61,500,000 

11,531,250 

61,500 

246,000 

6,912,000 

1,295,000 

864,000 

3,456,000 

1 

7’07’.4L.i  150, 102,000 

29,305,645 

1,100,790 

4,403,160 

To  the  above  add  ten  millions  of  francs  for  the  produce  of  the  inland  fisheries,  and  a pretty  good  dea 
may  be  had  of  the  amoum  of  several  objects  which  form  different  branches  of  the  mvernul  trade  of 
France.  The  franc  is  ra.ed  at  13  3-4  cents. 

The  preceding  table  is  taken  from  Williams’  travels  in  France,  in  1802. 


West- Indies. 

TIi«  following  table,  compiled  from  official  returns,  is  highly  interesting  as  conveying  a just  idea  of  the 
effect  of  the  climate  of  the  West  Indies  upon  natives  of  Europe — The  reader  will  observe  there  is  a 
rapid  decrease  of  the  proportionate  number  of  deaths  from  1796  to  1800  (when,  as  well  in  1801,  many 
recruits  appear  to  have  arrived)  owing,  as  we  may  presume,  to  the  ti-oops  being  seasimed,  as  it  is  called. 


Deaths^  by  disease,  in  British  troops  serving  in  the.  fVest  IndieSy  generally^  for  seveii 
year 3^  from  1796  to  1802,  inelusive. 


f 

i 

EUROPEANS. 

NEGRO  SOL. 

^ a 

Cb 

Co 

1 

a 

f 

Si 

6* 

1796,  April, 

1797,  April,  ..... 

1798,  April,  - . . . . . 

1799,  February,  ..... 

1800,  February,  - . . . . 

1801,  February,  - . - - . 

1802,  February,  - , . . . 

19,676 

13,627 

9,192 

7,654 

8,840 

11,745 

.10,198 

15,881 

11,503 

8,416 

7,202 

7,890 

10,315 

9,038 

6,484 

3,766 

1,602 

876 

1,221 

2,340 

990 

40  1-4 
32  3-4 
;17  1-2 
11  3-4 
15  1-2 
22  3-4 
11 

2,495  75-3 
3,080  li 8 4 
3,055  252  8 
3,354  2587  34 
4,320  286)6 1-2 
4,604  276  6 
3.840  199  5 

Original  Army,  - - . . . 

1 19.676 

' 17,173 

! 

'1 

The  moi  lality  of  the  whites,  coinparecl  with  the  negroes,  is  therefore  four  for  one.. 
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British  Parliament. 

FROM  A CORRESPONDENT. 

Remarks  on  the  state  of  the  representation  in  the  joint 

British  and  Irish  parliament,  in  the  95th  page  of 

the  Weekly  Register. 

I'lie  whole  ancient  and  enlightened  kingdom  of 
Scotland  has  only  4o  representatives,  and  the 
rough  and  course  county  of  Cornwall,  with  its  21 
boroughs,  has  44  members. 

The  whole  of  the  33  Scotch  counties  have  no 
more  than  30  members,  and  the  Cornish  boroughs 
liave  42  members. 

The  twenty-one  of  finest  and  most  populous 
Enerlish  and  Irish  Counties  have  forty-two  members. 

The  English  boroughs  widi  one,  two  and  three 
votes  and  no  substance  or  property,  have  t-mo  mem- 
bers each,  and  all  the  Catholics  of  the  empire,  the 
colonies  and  dependent  territories,  do  not  send  one! 

One  part  ill  two  hundred  V)f  the  free  adult 
males  (deducting  paupers  and  absentees)  elect  the 
rhajority  of  the  house  of  commons  of  the  united 
kingdom.  The  remaining  199  parts  are  outweigh- 
ed by  that  one. 

The  oTvners,  and  directors,  and  sellers',  and  pur- 
chasers of  the  boroughs  are  most  often  royal,  or  mi- 
nisterial, or  baronial,  to  the  utter  desti’uctioh  of  the 
little  share  of  power  in  the  commons. 

tnd^a,  which  does  not  send  a member,  has  more 
millions  of  subjects,  than  there  are  of  little  hun- 
dreds in  the  majority  of  those,  who  chuse  the  par- 
liament, that  exercises  an  iron  despotism  over  their 
religion,  minds,  manufactures,  bodies  and  estates. 

The  whole  of  the  counties  of  England^  Whales, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  have  fewer  members  in  the 
house  of  commons  than  the  miserable  boroughs: — 
The  117  counties  with  London,  Westminster  and 
Southwark,  Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Edinburg  and 
o+her  principal  trading  cities  and  seminaries,  send 
less  +han  150  members,  and  the  boroughs,  minor 
cities  and  seminaries  send  508  members.  Ai-e  pro- 
perty and  particularly  are  the  landed  and  commer- 
cial interests  and  the  freemen  of  the  country  repre- 
sented in  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  they  are  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  from  seaports, 
seaboard  counties,  and  great  landed  settlements? 

The  mere  boroughs  of  England  proper,  send 
more  members  to  the  commons  than  all  the  Welsh, 
Irish,  and  Scotch  members  of  the  lords  and 
cornmons. 

But  what  is  all  this,  says  some  unconcerned 
and  honest  Am.erican,  to  us,  since  we  are  indepen- 
dentl  ni  tell  you  friend.  This  parliament,  thus 
composed,  passes  laws  to  indemnify  the  ministry  of 
Britain  for  all  its  criminal  advice  to  the  crown  as  to 
neutrals,  and  to  authorise  the  crown  to  violate  any 
right  of  ours,  without  the  limits  of  our  territory,  at 
their  discretion.  I'lle  maiune  and  navy  officers, 
who  despoil  you,  and  their  relations  and  family  con- 
nexions are  members  of  the  two  houses  of  parlia- 
m.ent  and  of  the  superior  courts  of  admiralty,  or 
appeals,  or  of  the  royal  council,  who  advise  the 
orders  by  which  you  are  dishonored  and  ruined;  and 
by  which  other  nations  are  provoked  and  led  to  do 
the  same.  The  civil  maladies  of  a country,  (which 
rejects  the  natural  force  of  the  members  of  the 
community  as  its  pure  and  safe  defence  and  rests  it 
upoTi  a despoiling  navy)  are  maladies  of  the  -world. 
They  are  as  contagious  and  as  destructive,  as  any 
orlier  plague.  Those,  who  buy  an  arbitrary  power 
over  tlieir  neighbors,  their  brothers,  and  tlie  rest  of 
their  own Xioiiucal family,  will  pervert  that  power  to 


the  inconvenience,  injury,  and  ruin  of  the  neutral 
states,  as  freely  as  to  the  inconvenience,  injury,  and 
ruin  ofindia,  Ireland,  the  dissenters,  the  Cadioiics.or 
the  real  and  proper  mass  of  the  commons  and  other 
deprived  persons  of  their  empire.  Every  thing 
wrong  every  where  affects  us.  This  particular  evU 
of  the  constitution  of  the  British  national  power 
brought  on  the  civil  war  of  1775.  It  has  brouglit 
on  the  war  which  has  afflicted  us,  under  the  name 
of  peace,  since  November  1792,  and  June  and 
November  1793. 

The  crown,  in  Britain,  has  considered  it  safe  to 
violate  the  law  of  nations,  because  it  procured  an 
express  act  of  indemnity  in  the  winter  of  1792  and  3, 
and  a covert  indemnity  on  the  17th  June,  1793,  (re- 
peated again  in  1803),  from  this  parliament,  consti^ 
tuted  as  we  have  seen  it  really  is. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  this  is  hostility  to  the  Bri- 
tish and  Irish  empire.  No:  it  is  the  common  cause 
of  the  whole  of  those  united  nations,  (who  are  de- 
prived by  the  5722  effective  voters)  and  of  ourselves, 
who  are  also  deprived  by  them.  Heaven,  the  prince, 
the  new  king  or  the  deprived  in  that  empire,  must 
be  the  source  of  relief  there.  Heaven  and  ourselves 
are  the  sources  of  our  relief;  if  the  ministers  of 
Geor^  the  third  and  the  borough  5000,  are  suffered 
to  govern  his  substitute  or  successor. 

It  is  no  mitigation,  e:^tenuation  or  justification 
of  a lawless  British  confiscation  of  our  ships,  oui* 
crops,  our  outward  foreign  goods  and  our  supplies 
from  abroad  and  seizure  of  our  persons,  that  the 
government  of  France  is  as  arbitrary  in  one  hand, 
as  the  British  government  is  in  five  or  six  thousand 
hands,  France  has  decreased  in  her  wrongs,  and 
Britain  continues  and  pretends  to  a formal  legitimate 
right  to  increase  in  indignities,  restrictions  and 
injuries.  Siich  are  the  actual  evils  of  the  day.  The 
reform  of  the  British  parliament  has  become  neces- 
sary, ftot  only  to  the  tranquility  of  their  empire, 
but  to  Oiir  ‘^peace,  liberty  and  safety!'  X. 


FROM  THE  VIRGINIA  ARGUS. 

Biriish  Naval  EstablisbiBeiit^ 

According  to  Steel’s  List  for  Jtily  1811. 


Of  the  line  - 254 

Fifties  and  forty -fours  - - 35 

Frigiites  - - - - 247 

Sloops  and  yachts  - « . 195 

Bombs  and  fire-ships  - - - 12 

Brigs  . - . - 183 

CuUers  - - - - 32 

Schooners,  gun  vessels,  luggers,  &.c.  83 


Total,  1,042 


The  actual  disposition  of  this  force  is  as  follows - 

In  the  Bo-wns.—o  ships  of  the  line;  1 frigate, 
10  sloops  or  yachts;  8 brigs;  2 cutters;  3 gun-ves- 
sels— Total,  27. 

In  the  JVorth  Sea  and  Baltic. — 20  ships  of  th6 
line;  2 fifties;  12  frigates;  22  sloops  or  yachts? 
29  brigs;  6 cutters;  6 gun-vessels-— Total,  97. 

In  the  English  channel  and  on  the  coast  of  France.; 
9 .ships  of  the  line;.  1 fifty;  9 frigates;  10  sloops 
or  yachts;  12  brigs;  9 cutters;  6 gun-vessels — 
Total,  56. 

, On  the  Irish  station.'-r-l  ship  of  the  line;  5 fri- 
gates; 1 sloop  or  yacht;  2 brigs;  2 cutters;  8 
gun-vessels — Total,  19. 

Off  Jersey,  Guernsey,  &c. — 1 ship  of  the  line;  1 
forty-four;  2 brigs;  2 cutters;  3 gun-vessels — To- 
tal, 9.  . 

0?i  the  coast  of  Spain,  Portugal  and  Gibraltar,-^ 
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^9  ships  of  the  line;  1 fifty;  22  frigates;  14  sloops 
or  y '.chts;  3 bomb,  or  fire-ships;  16  brigs;  5 cutters; 

4 gun-vessels — Total,  94.  . 

In  the  Mediterranean  and  on  Passage.— ships 
of  the  line;  33  frigates;  13  sloops  or  yachts;  17 
brigs;  1 cutter;  2 gun-vessels-^Total,  85. 

Onthe  coast  of  Africa.— 1 frigate;  1 sloop— Total  2. 
At  Halifax^  Jsi'erwfoxaidiand^  £ifc.— 3 ships  of  the 
line;  1 fifty;  5 frigates;  11  sloops  or  yachts;  2 brigs; 
7 gun-vessels — Total,  29.  i 

West  Indies,  viz.  Lee-ward  Islands,  Jamaica,  and 
m Passage.— 2 ships  of  the  line;  1 fifty;  19  fri-, 
gates;  17  sloops  and  yachts;  20  brigs;  1 cutter;  9 
gun-vessels — Total,  69.  „ . 

In  South  America.— 2 ships  of  the  line;  7 frigates; 
1 sloop;  3 brigs— Total,  13.  , 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Southward. — 2 ships  of 
the  Lne;  10  frigates;  4 brigs — ^'fotal,  16. 

East  Indies,  and  on  passage.— 5 ships  of  the  line; 
i fifty;  19  frigates;  3 sloops  and  yachts;  3 brigs; 
1 cutter — ^Total,  32. 

From  which  it  appears  that  the  British  have,  at  sea 
Ships  of  the  line 


BUIIDllTG. 

Ships  of  the  line 
Fifties  or  forty-fours 
Frigates 

Sloops  ahd  yachts  - 


Total, 


3^ 

2 

19 

2 

62 


All  of  which  make  the  grand  total,  before  men-< 
tioned,  of  1,042.  Of  these  the  following  numbers 
have  been  taken  from  the  nations  specified: 

From  the  French  - 

— Danish  - - - - 

Spanish  _ - - - 

Dutch  - - - - 

Italians  - - 


Fifties  or  forty-fom’s 
Frigates 

Sloops  and  yachts 

Bombs  aiid  fire-ships 

Brigs 

Cutters 

Gim-vessels 


Total, 


96 

8 

143 

103 

3 

118 

29 

48 

548 


109 

46 

25 

24 


It  furthermore  appears  from  this  statement,  that 
the  British  have,  in  the  Amencan  seas,  that  is  to 
say,  at  Halifax,  Newfoundland,  m the  West-Indies, 
and  in  South  America — 

Ships  of  the  line 
Fifties  or  foi-ty-fom’S 
Frigates  - 

Sloops  and  yachts  - 
Brigs  > “ - “ ' 

Cutter  - 

Guu-vesssls  . - - 


7 

2 

21 

29 

25 

1 

16 


Total, 


101 


Total,  207 

KSTABlISHMtXT  OF  RATES  AND  MEN. 

1st  rate  ship  of  100  guns,  has  from  875  men  to 
850.  2d  rate  from  98  to  90  guns,  and  from  750  to 
700.— 3d  rate  from  80  to  64  gims,  from  650  to  500. 

— 4th  rate,  from  60  to  50  guns,  from  420  to  320. — 
5th  rate,  from  40  to  32  guns,  from  300  to  220. — 
6th  rate,  from  28  to  20  guns,  from  200  to  140. — 
Sloops  from  18  to  16  guns,  from  120  to  99.— Gun- 
brigs,  cutters,  &c.  from  14  to  6 gmis,  from  50  to  25, 
When  an  admiraPs  flag  is  hoisted  in  a first  rate, 
her  tomplimerit  of  men  is  875;  when  a vice  admi- 
ral, 870;  a rear-admiral,  865.  Ships  of  the  line  fif- 
ties, frigates,  and  royal  yachts,  are  commanded  by 
post-captains.  Sloops  of  war,  bombs,  fire-ships, 
armed  ships,  store  ships,  and  armds  en  flute  under 
fifty  guns,  by  commanders.  Schooners,  cutters,  8cc. 
by  lieutenants.  Store-sloops,  occasionally,  by  mas- 
ters. Small  craft  by  midshipman  who  have  past  for 
lieutenants. 

Malthas  on  y-o'fmlatioii. 

An  Amlytical  revieuf,  **Essay  on  the  principte 

of  Population^  (,y  ^ Malthits,  A.  JIf.”  with 
some  reme^f</^g  more  particularly  applicable  to  the 
presen,(  and  probable  fiitUhe  state  of  the  U.  States. 

(continued  from  page  05.) 

In  the  northern  parts  of  Asia,  Siberia,  8cc.  th^ 


Besides  the  ships  at  s^,  there  are  in  port  and  1 poverty  and  wretchedness  of  the  people  are  extreme, 
'iing,  20  ships  of  the  line;  8 fifties  or  forty-fours; ; They  depend  chiefly  on  the  fruits  of  their  labor  in 
13  frigates;  27  sloops  and  yachts;  1 bomb  or  fire- 1 fishing  and  hunting  for  subsistence;  from  the  for- 
ship;  17  brigs;  3 cutters;  30  gun-vessels.  Total  119.  jmer  of  which  sources  they  are  frequently  excluded 
Chiard-ehips. — 4 ships  or  the  line;  2 fifties  or  forty*  1 by  the  heavy  rains  and  floods  which  drive  the  fish 
fours;  4 frigates;  4 sloops  and  yachts.  Total  14.  j from  the  rivers,  and  produce  the  most  distressing' 


Hospital-ships,  prison-ships,  &c. — 30  ships  of  the 
line;  4 fifties  or  forty-fours;  4 frigates.  Total  38. 


TOTAL  IN  COMMISSION. 

Shins  of  the  line 

- 150 

Fifties  and  forty-fours 

- 

22 

Frigates 

- i 

- 164 

Sloops  and  yachts  - 

- 

134 

Bombs  and  fire-ship.s 

- 

4 

Brigs 

- 

135 

Gutters 

. 

- 32 

Gmi-vessels 

- 

78 

Total, 

719 

FN  ORDTNART  AND  REPAIRING  FOR  SERVICE. 

Ships  of  the  line 

- 

65 

Fifties  or  forty-fours 

- 

11 

Frigates 

- 

64 

Sloops  and  yachts  - 

- 

60 

Bombs  or  fife  ships 

- 

8 

Brigs 

- 

48 

Gun-vessels  * 

- 

5 

Totals 

261 

famines;  particularly  in  Kamtschatka,  where  these 
floods  very  often  occur.  The  small-pox  is  also  a 
fi'equent  visitor  among  them;  and,  when  it  is  un- 
derstood, that  the  inhabitants  of  these  countries 
live,  for  the  most  pai-t,  in  habitations  under  ground, 
where  many  families  are  sometimes  crowded  to- 
gether, and  where  from  their  natural  filth,  the  heat, 
impure  air,  and  stench,  are  almost  insupportable; 
it  cannot  be'  wondered  at  that  this  disease,  dread- 
ful under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  should 
act  with  peculiar  fatality.  M.  de  Lesseps  supposes 
it  has  carried  off  three-fourths  of  the  native  inha- 
bitants. Tiiey  are  rarely  engaged  in  wai*;  famine 
and  disease,  therefore,  and  the  laborious  servitude 
to  which  the  women  are  condemned,  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  checks  by  which  the  population  of 
these  dre.ary  countries  is  kept  down  to  the  level  of 
the  means  of  subsistence. 

The  soil  of  southern  Siberia  is  so  rich  and  fertile 
that  very  little  labor  is  requisite  to  produce  an  abun.< 
dant  harvest;  yet  most  of  the  districts  are  but  thin- 
ly peopled,  and  population  in  none  of  them  increas- 
es in  proportion  to  the  apparent  facility  of  acquiring 
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limited  to  the  following  description  of  gii*ls,  it  is 
natural  to  suppose  that  a man  may  search  a long 
time  without  being  able  to  find  ‘*a  girl  whose  form 
has  no  defect;  who  has  an  agreeable  name;  who 
walks  gracefully  like  a young  elephant;  whose 
hair  and  teeth  are  moderate  respectively  in  quantity 
and  size;  whose  body  has  exquisite  softness.” — 
From  this  view,  it  will  be  seen  that  tlie  obstacles 
w hich  the  laws  themselves  involve  to  their  owm 
execution,  aj’e  sometimes  insurmountable,  and  that 
so  far  from  promoting  the  object  intended,  they  have 
rather  a contrary  efi'ect.  Among  the  higher  classes 
of  people  there,  we  may  consider  "C^e^preruentvve  check 
as  principally  operating.  The  poorer  sort  are  indi- 
gent in  the  extreme,  and  are  subject  to  frequent  epi- 
demics the  consequences  of  their  bad  nourishment. 
The  Abbe  Raynal  has  asserted,  but  without  naming 
Ids  autliprity,  that  when  the  crops  of  rice  fail,  the 
huts  of  these  miserable  wretches  are  set  on  fire, 
and  the  flying  inhabitants  shot  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  grounds  to  prevent  their  consuming  any  part  of 
the  produce.  It  was  a custom  also  among  some  of 
the  tribes,  until  a stop  was  put  to  it  by  the  English 
East  India  company,  to  destroy  the  female  infants 
as  soon  as  born,  that  they  might  avoid  the  offence 
and  difficulty  of  procm  ing  suitable  matches  for 
them. 

In  Tibet,  a very  unfertile  coimtry  of  India,  nature 
seems  to  have  given  habits  and  dispositions  to  the 


the  means  of  subsistence.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  sir  James  Stuart  upon  the  moral  principle  that 
whei'e  there  is  little  demand  for  men  the  population 
goes  on  slowly.  The  farmer  who  owns  a piece  of 
land  finds  the  members  of  his  family  quite  sufficient 
for  the  little  cultivation  it  wants;  and  as  he  would 
find  no  market  for  the  surplus  produce,  no  more  of 
course  is  raised  that  will  feed  his  own  family.  It 
is  of  no  consequence  that  the  produce  of  the  soil  is 
cheap,  while  labor  is  still  cheaper;  for  though  the 
supernumerary  laborer  may  purchase  his  day’s  pro- 
vision  for  a penny,  he  will  find  even  this  impossible 
when  his  owm  labor  is  wmrth  only  a farthing;  it 
follows  therefore,  that  he  must  either  emigrate  to 
some  country  where  his  labor  is  n ore  wanted,  or 
perish  at  home  of  poverty. 

The  want  of  proper  vents  for  the  products  of  the 
soil  and  their  consequent  cheapness,  may  therefore 
be  considered,  as  the  principle  obstacles  to  the  in- 
crease of  population. 

In  the  Turkish  dominions  the  checks  to  popula- 
tion may  be  referred  to  the.  tyranny  and  despot- 
ism of  government.  The  cultivator  of  the  land 
is  perpetually  subject  to  the  extortions  and  exactions 
of  the  pachas  and  petty  administrators  of  the  laws, 
and  therefore  seeks  to  make  no  larger  crop  than 
will  suffice  his  own  necessities.  And  as-  the  land  of 
the  father,  instead  of  descending  to  his  children, 
reverts  to  the  sultan,  and  moreover,  as  in  times  of  ^ 

scarcity,  a maximum  is  fixed  to  the  price  of  produce  I people,  well  calculated  to  repress  the  population, 
at  which  the  peasants  are  compelled  under  severe  iXhe  nation  is_^ divided  into  two  distinct  classes,  the 
penalties  to  furnish  it  to  the  towns,  an  indiffei’ence  clergy  and  the  laity;  the  former,  who  compose  a large 
is  created  towards  landed  property,  and  agriculture  ^ portion  of  tlie  population,  lead  a life  of  the  strictest 
necessarily  falls  to  ruin.  Many  provinces  are  some- ; celibacy,  and  meddle  in  nothing  which  concerns  the 
limes  entirely  stripped  to  furnish  provisions  at  a business  of  the  world.  Among  the  latter  it  is  the 
cheap  rate  to  the  large  towns.  To  these  causes  of  common  custom  for  all  the  brofiiers  of  a family,  to 
depopulation  may  be  added  the  plague  and  several  associate  their  fortunes  with  one  female,  and  tlius 
other  epidemic  and  endemic  diseases  to  which  the  live  together  under  the  same  connubial  compact. 
whol«  empire  is  very  much  subject.  ^ _ Yet,  notwithstanding  the  powerful  operation  of 

Nearly  the  same  causes  operate  in  Persia;  for  thesepreventivechecks,suchisthenaturalsterility 
fl»oughtheplague  does  not  extend  to  that  country,  its  of  the  soil;  that  the  population  is  kept  fully  up  to 
destructive  effects  are  more  than  equalled  by  the  rav-  the  level  of  the  means  of  subsistence, 
ages  of  the  small-pox,  and  the  dreadful  convulsions  China  the  population  is  much  greater  in  pro- 
and  internal  commotions  to  which  Persia  has  been  p0j.tion  to  the  means  of  subsistence,  than  that  of 
for  many  centuries  continually  subject,  and  which  ^ny  other  country  in  the  world,  Its  territorial  ex- 
have  proved  greatly  injurious  to  her  agi-iculture.  tent  is  about  eight  times  more  than  that  of  France, 

It  would  appear  from  the  ordinances  of  the  Indi-  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  neaidy  twelve 
an  legislator.  Menu,  of  which  sir  WilUarn  Jones  has  times  larger.  Our  author,  rejecting  the  supposition 
given  us  a translation,  that  though  marriage  is  for-  Montesqueiu  that  the  climate  of  China  is  in  a 
cibly  inculcated  as  a duty  of  the  first  importance;  peculiar  manner  favorable  to  the  production  of 
various  obstacles  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  popula-  children,  or  that  the  women  are  more  prolific  there 
tion.-  The  man  who  begets  a son  is  said  to^obtoin  ^ban  in  any  other  country,  ascribes  this  enormous 
“a  victory  over  all  people;  oyason’s  son  he  enjoys  population  in  the  first  place,  to  the  excellence  of  tlie 
immortality;  and  afterwards  by  the  son  of  that  natural  soil,  and  its  advantageous  position  in  the 
grand-son  he  reaches  the  solar  abode  ” Ilere  is  warmest  parts  of  the  temperate  Zone;  secondly,  to 
certainly  the  strongest  inducement  a man  can  have  ^be  very  great  encouragements  that  have  always 
to  marry;  but  as  by  the  birth  of  one  son  alone,  his  been  given  to  agriculture,  the  emperors  themselves 
debt  to  his  progenitor  is  discharged,  l^e  is  considered  disregarding  to  follow  the  plough,  to  set  an  ex- 
as  being  actuated  by  a reprehensible  love  of  plea-  ample  of  industry  to  the  peasants;  and  lastly,  the 
sure  if  he  begets  more.  Again,  an  elder  brothp  extraordinary  incentives  to  marriage,  by  which 
not  married  before  the  younger  is  looked  upon  as  a ^ landed  property  is  divided  into  small  portions,  and 
person  to  be  particularly  shunned;  and  what  is  , ^bus  the  best  possible  direction  given  to  the  exer- 
somewhat  extraordinary  the  younger  brother  who  Ljons  of  industry.  To  these  causes,  might  with 


marries  before  the  elder  incurs  tire  same  disgrace. 
— Widows,  except  those  of  the  servile  order,  are 
strongly  prohibited  from  taking  a second  husband; 
they  are  not  even  allowed  to  pronounce  the  name  oi 
another  man,  but  are  to  “com  inue  till  death  forgiv- 
ing all  injuries,  pei’forming  harsh  duties,  avoiding 
every  sensual  pleasure,  and  cheerfully  practising  the 
incomparable  rules  of  virtue.”  These  ordinance.-^ 
also  regula,te  the  choice  of  a wife.  Various  sorts  ol 
women  aremrent;oned,  all  of  whom  are  to  be  studi- 
ously avoided;  and  when  we  find  tliat  the  choice  is 


much  justice  have  been  added  the  mild  and  patriar- 
chal nature  of  the  government.  It  must  be  admit- 
ted that  the  procreative  power,  if  left  to  itself,  could 
as  easily  double  the  population  of  China  in  25  years, 
ds  it  could^th.at  of  any  other  country;  but  then  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  for  the  soil  to  support 
this  increase;  it  becomes  therefore  an  interesting 
enquiry  how  this  mighty  power  is  repressed.'’ 

There  are  certain  descriptions  of  rnen  in  China 
who  never  marry;  the  bonzes  or  the  priests  em- 
ployed in  the  pagodas  and  other  places  of  worship 
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and  those  who  devote  themselves  to  literary  pursuits. 

Of  these,  Duhalde  has  reckoned  nearly  an  hun- 
.di’ed  thousand  in  Pekin  alone.  Great  numbers  of 
the  poor  also  remain  unmarried,  from  the  fear  of 
beings  unable  to  support  theii'  families;  and  among* 
the  slaves,  the  masters  would  ejcert  their  influence 
to  prevent  marriage,  that  their  increase  might  not 
,add  too  much  to  his  expences.  Notwithstanding 
the  assertion  of  some  of  tlie  missionaries  that 
plagues  or  epidemic  disorders  are  not  seen  in  China 
once  in  a century,  other  accounts  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  that  they  are  frequent,  and  particularly  fatal 
among  the  children.  The  exposure  of  infants  is  so 
commonly  practised,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  numbers  thus  annually  left 
to  perish  or  to  depend  upon  precarious  charity  for 
existence.  Infanticide  is  allowed,  or  at  least  not 
punished,  by  the  laws  of  the  countr}^;  and  the 
wretched  mother  is  frequently  reduced  to  the  sad 
necessity,  however  much  it  may  cost  her  parental 
feelings,  of  devoting  her  babe  to  destruction,  that 
her  own  and  her  husband’s  lives  may  be  prolonged. 
Unfavorable  seasons  from  drought,  from  exce.ssive 
rains,  from  hurricanes,  and  from  multitudes  of  lo- 
custs, are  common;  and  the  famines  which  follow 
them  are  destructive  almost  beyopd  imagination. — 
Meares,  speaking  of  Canton,  says  “it  Avas  no  un- 
common thing  to  see  tlie  famished  wretch  breathing 
his  last,  while  mothers  thought  it  a duty  to  destroy 
their  infant  children,  and  the  young  to  give  the 
stroke  of  fate  to  the  aged,  to  save  them  fi-om  the 
agonies  of  such  a dilatory  death.”  The  checks  to 
population  from  v ars  and  internal  Commotions, 
have  likewise  not  been  inconsiderable. 

The  populousness  of  Japan  is  accounted  for  upon 
the  same  principles;  and  the  checks  are  likewise 
nearly  the  same,  except  that  here  infanticide  is  not 
practised;  but  the  check  from  that  cause  is  balanc- 
ed by  the  greater  frequency  of  plagues,  famines, 
wars  and  intestine  commotions,  and  the  greater 
dissoluteness  in  the  manners  of  the  people  with  re- 
gard to  the  sex. 

It  is  undeniable  that  agriculture  is  not  only  re^ 
quisite  to  the  support  of  nmltitudes,  but  is,  in  fact, 
the  sole  species  of  industr}  by  which  multitudes  can 
exist:  and  the  smaller  the  po.-tions  into  which  land 
is  divided,  the  greater  will  be  the  product  of  agri- 
cultural industry,  and  the  more  vigorous  the  opera- 
tion of  the  procreative  power.  This  is  strongly  ex- 
emplified in  the  history  of  the  early  periods  or  the 
Greek  and  Roman  states.  The  great  law-giA^er, 
Solon,  found  it  necessary  to  permit  infanticide; 
and  both  Plato  and  Aristotle  recommended  the 
adoption  of  expedients  which,  however  execrable 
in  themselves,  clearly  shewed  their  comprehension 
of  the  tendency  in  population  to  increase  beyond 
the  means  of  subsistence,  and  the  wants  aiKl  mise- 
f ies  which  this  would  consequently  bring  upon  the 
people. 

In  the  Roman  territory,  the  gradual  abolition  of 
equality  of  property,  and  the  consequent  accumula- 
tion of  the  lands  in  the  hands  of  a few  proprietors, 
operated  powerfully  in  repressing  inci-ease  among 
those  who  were  thus  thrown  out  of  employment  and 
deprived  of  the  means  of  support.  For  the  positive 
checks  to  the  population,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
look  farther  than  the  bloody  wars  in  which  the 
states  of  Italy  were  continually  engaged,  and  by 
which  such  destruction  to  human  life  was  gaused, 
that  histoi-ians  have  wondered  how  they  coiild  find 
such  constant  supplies  of  men  to  renovate  their  ar- 
mies. 

Here  our  author  concludes  his  researches  among 
the  less  civilized  and  ancient  nations,  from  Avhich 


it  may  be  clearly  inferred  that  all  the  checks  to 
population  ai*e  resolvable  into  moral  restraint,  rice 
and  miseiy.  Among  the  violent  causes  which  have 
repressed  the  redundancy  of  the  procreative  power, 
war  may  be  ranked  the  most  prominent,  and  after 
this  famines  and  diseases. 

The  enquiry  now  becomes  more  interesting  by 
being  brought  dowm  to  the  different  states  of  modern 
Europe.  (to  be  continued.) 


Impressment 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Register,  T noticed  the 
publication  of  a letter  from  the  captain  of  an  Ame- 
rican vessel,  carried  into  Dantzic,  which  stated, 

THAT  SEVERAL  OF  HIS  CREW  HAD  BEEN  IMPRESSED  BY 

THE  French,  and  sent  to  man  the  fleet  at  Ant- 
werp, and  promised  some  remarks  on  the  circum- 
stance, as  well  as  upon  impressment  generally. 

The  case  is  new.  I believe  it  is  the  first  time 
that  France  has  been  charged  with  the  direct  im- 
pressment of  American  seamen,  though  I apprehend 
that,  by  indirect  means,  (hard  usage  and  short  al- 
lowance) many  of  our  citizens  [to  use  an  English 
phrase]  have  been  compelled  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices. We  know  that  “extracts  of  letters  are  not 
ahvays  to  be  depended  upon;  but  suppose  this 
statement  may  be  true;  not  seeing  any  reason  why 
Bonaparte  should  fail  to  emulate  his  enemy,  and 
take  one  American  seaman  for  every  thousand  the 
British  hold  in  Algerine  bondage. 

I am  higlily  pleased  with  the  sensibility  some  per- 
sons appear  to  feel  at  this  insult  and  injury.  I trust 
that  all  our  neuis  printers  will  hereafter  publish  ev- 
ery thing  of  the  kind  in  CAPITALS.  The  stealth 
of  a man  is  a common  concern — he  forms  an  integral 
part  of  our  political  system;  every  member  should 
feel  the  injustice,  and  prepare  himself  to  redress  or 
avenge  it.  Did  I possess  absolute  power,  for  one 
moment,  I would  decree*— ihdl  six  Frenchmen 
should  be  immediately  taken  into  cuitody,  and  re- 
tained at  hard  labor  until  the  American  sailors  were 
discharged— thus,  we  might  make  many  roads  and 
canals  on  very  reasonable  terms;  for,  serving  the 
British  in  the  same  way,  we  should  have  10,000  or 
12,000  young  and  hearty  laborers,  at  the  disposal  of 
government.  To  keep  them  in  order,  they  should 
occasionally  receive  from  100  to  500  lashes  with  the 
cat-o’nine-tails;  and,  now  and  then,  I would  hang 
a few  of  them  m terrorem,  if  they  were  disposed  to 
mutiny,  i.  e.  to  escape.  This  is  Chinese  policy- 
man  for  man — ^and  I can  see  no  other  complete  and 
effectual  remedy  for  the  horrible  injustice  than  by 
retaliating  it,  and  making  the  wretches  feel  the 
wounds  diey  inflict  upon  others. 

This  may  be  called  a sanguinary  resolution — so, 
perhaps  it  is — but,  w'hile  power  is  law,  let  the  law 
bear  equally  upon  all,  and  so  correct  a partial  evil. 

We  are  so  much  accustomed  to  hear  of  British 
impressment,  that  the  acuteness  of  feeling  so  natu- 
ral on  account  of  it,  has  become  blunted,  and  our 
sailors  haA’e  began  to  make  a kind  of  calculation 
upon  it.  How  base  and  degrading!  How  inconsis- 
tent with  our  pretensions  to  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence! But  there  are  thousands  in  the  United 
States  wffio  justify  or  palliate  the  practice;  and  to 
this  tui'pitude  must  be  attributed,  in  some  degree, _ 
the  want  of  energy  in  the  government  on  behalf  of 
injured  society. 

Suppose  a gang  of  those  fellows  known  in  the 
middle  states  by  the  name  of  “Georgia  traders,” 

’‘The  fact  ascertained  and  the  men  refused  instant 
liberation. 
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Were  to  seize  on  a parcel  of  free  negroes  and  carry 
them  olf— and  that  the  negroes  were  to  rise  upon 
tliem  and  destroy  every  one  of  them — who  is  there 
that  V/diild  call  this  a “mutiny?” — who  that  would 
'<«g.ive  'up”  the  blacks  to  be  tried  by  another  band  of 
the  “traders.”  ^ . 

i do  not  believe  there  is  a single  British  vessel  of 
war  upon  the  ocean  that  is  not  partly  manned  with 
'impressed  Americans,  many  of  whom  have  been 
detained  for  eight  or  ten  or  twelve  years.  The  cap- 
tain of  a ship  lately  seized  by  a British  frigate,  on 
being  ordered  olf  the  quarter  deck  to  associate  with 
the  crew,  found  many  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and 
neighbors — ^persons  whose  fate  was  unknown  to 
their  friends;  and  supposed  there  were  at  least  fifty 
Americans  on  board  this  single  vessel: — let  the 
station  of  a British  ship  of  war  be  where  it  may — 
in  the  East  Indies  or  at  the  poles — she  has  impressed 
Americans  on  board  of  her. 

On  a subject  so  fertile  as  this,  a man  might  writd 
for  a twelve  month  and  leave  off  half-done.  I am 
not  disposed  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  10th  or 
llth  congress.  I hope  the  12th  will  act-  and,  by 
jpremiums  or  some  other  means,  excite  and  promote 
a spirit  in  the  American  seamen  to  hew  their  Way 
to  freedom,  if  enslaved;  or  to  destroy  all  who  shall 
attempt  to  fetter  them.  Their  countrymen  will 
protect  them  in  doing  so.  fl- 

Letter  to  the  Editor. 

'The  follotving  extracts  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  of 

great  respectability  to  the  editor ^ though  not  ivritten 

for  puhlicatioiiy  contain  many  valuable  hints  and 

remarks. 

*‘I  have  received  five  numbers  of  the  Register, 
and  am  of  opinion  it  is  calculated  to  inform  the 
American  public.  I think  some  pains  should  be 
taken  to  exhibit  tioo  great  tilths,  which  are  the 
more  necessary  from  one  material  part  of  these 
numbers.  The  truths  I mean  are^,  the  degree  in 
which  Great  Britain  has  prevented  the  early  univer- 
sal armament  of  the  European  and  American  Spa- 
niards and  Ptiy'tuguese — and  the  degree  in  which  she 
has  aimed  at  securing  advantages  and  monopolies 
In  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  European  and  Ame- 
rican trade  to  the  injury  of  their  relations  with  this 
Country.  , ; 

“If  the  United  States^  'government  had  prevailed 
in  the  British  kingdoms,  and  they  had  engaged  in 
the  war  on  the  side  of  Spain,  Portugal  and  their 
colonies,  they  would  have  sold  a military  equip- 
ment for  every  man  to  those  governments,  which 
could  not  have  cost  more  than  four  or  five  millions 
Sterling,  in  cannon,  muskets,  pistols  and  swords. 
Arming  eh  niasse  could  alone  save  them  from  the 
ultimate  impression,  of  so  near  and  so  hUmerous  an 
enemy.  The  two  kings,  Carlos  and  Ferdinand, 
were  weak,  and  in  many  serious  respects,  negligent 
and  vicious.  These  things  invited  the  French; 
mid  they  have  gone  into  Spain  and  Portugal  full  of 
a spirit  of  rapine  and  oppression. 

I “The  only  comfortable  fact  in  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope is  the  deportment  of  France  on  the  subject  of 
exclusive  religious  or  ecclesiastical  establishments. 
On  that  subject  she  is  doing  stihstantial  good,  and  I 
trust,  under  God,  it  Will  be  found,  that  no  nation, 
•hith  unshackled  consciences,  loill  he  quiet  under  mili- 
tary despotism.  Bavaria,  the  leading  power  in  the 
confederation  of  .the  Riiine,  and  once  a great  sup- 
porter, at  arms,  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  has  or- 
dained that  her  people  of  both  sexes,  shall  choose 
their  religion  at  the  ages  of  20  and  21  years. 

*‘The  prince  of  Wales,  as  regent,  since  the  con- 


firmation of  his  father’s  insanity,  has  an  oppoftu-' 
nity  to  serve  mankind,  and  immortalize  his  name, 
which  has,  perhaps,  never  been  offered  to  a civil 
ruler.  If  he  will  search  at  home  and  among  nations 
abroad,  having  natural  or  actual  relations  of  interest 
and  amity  -with  his  kingdom,  for  causes  of  just  com- 
plaint against  the  acts  of  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  adversaries,  and  do  all  he  can  to 
relieve  them,  he  will  fix  his  own  power,  raise  his 
country  and  his  namp,  and  excite  Europe, — aye,  and 
Aknerica  too, — to  wonderful  exertions. — The  "follow- 
ing cases  occm’: 

“The  relief  of  the  neutrals  by  a mere  restoration 
of  the  law  of  nations. 

“The,  relief  of  the  British  and  Irish  dissenters, 
including  the  catholics. 

“The  amelioration  of  the  constitution  of  the 
united  parliament. 

“The  improvement  of  the  condition  of  India. 

“The  introduction  of  sound  religious  liberty  int^^ 
the  continent  of  Europe,  through  Spaing  Portugal 
and  Russia. 

“The  emplojonent  of  the  people  at  large  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  to  obtain  a check  upon  the  power  of 
the  Bonapf^rtes  and  Bourbons— by  establishing  a 
representation  of  the  freeholders,  tiers  etat,  or  com- 
mons, in  these  cduhtries;  the  introduction  of  which 
Vvould  correct  the  military  despotisms  of  Europe. 

“I  know  it  is  much  to  hope  that  such  things  will 
be  dobeby  a man  who  has  been  thought  a high- 
blooded  Voluptuary;  but  the  times  and  tlie  condition 
of  England  will  make  him  think.  In  such  a won- 
derfiil  course  and  condition  of  human  affairs,  when 
nothing  seems  tending  to  a gbod  and  sober  end 
in  the , old  world;  and  when  such  reformations, 
carried  to  their  extent  or  true  principles,  are  pro- 
ducing so  much  internal  blessedness  in  America, 
projects  which  seem  Utopian  in'  Europe,  may  be 
allowed  here  to  an  honest  enthusiasm,  which,  seeing 
no  other  hope,  fondly  sighs  for  the  happiness  of  mart 
in  om*  new  form.” 

J--.  , 

For  an  official  copy  of  the  following  very  interesting 

decree  we  are  indebted  to  a citizen  of  Venezuela. 

Law  abolishing  Torture. 

The  government  of  Venezuela,  d^sirohs  of  era- 
dicating every  vestige  of  their  former  oppression 
have  regarded  torture  as  one  of  the  detestable  re- 
mains of  the  barbarity  which  characterised  the  con- 
quest of  America;  as  an  enormity  shocking  to  hu- 
manity, unnecessary  to  the  purposes  of  justice; 
and  as  an  outrage  adjust  the  dignity  of  man.  No- 
thing can  be  more  unworthy /ree  Venezuela  than  this 
practice,  as  humiliating  as  it  is  useless  to  the  con- 
fession of  crimes;  and  nothing  can  he  more  wor- 
thy their  liberal  and  protective  legislature  than  the 
absolute  abolishment  of  an  atrocity  invented  by  the 
severity  of  the  feudal  government,  and  kept  up  by 
tjiie  interests  of  despots  who  have  raised  their  power 
upon  the  terror  of  the  human  race. 

The.  legislative  defiartment  of  Caracas,  penetrat- 
ed with  these  truths,  and  impressed  with  a lively 
sense  of  the  dignity  conferred  upon  them  by  their 
constitutents,  have  declared,  and  do  declare,  that 
frohi  this  day  the  use  of  the  tormre  is  abolished,  and 
all  former  laws  in  any  manner  relating  thereto  an.- 
nulled;  and  to  render  this  declaration  more  solemn 
and  notorious,  they  do  decree  that  as  many  of  the 
instruments  employed  in  this  execrable  practice  (ill 
contempt  of  humanity  and  the  civil  aignity  of  the 
virtuous  people  of  Caracas)  as  may  be  found  among 
usj  be  publicly  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  commQji 
hangman. 
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This  resolution  is  commurac9.ted  to  the  supreme 
[Executive  power  that  they  may  see  it  carried  into 
complete  execution,  by  promulgating*  with  proper 
solemnity,  and  causing  it  to  be  made  known  by 
whatever  means  they  may  judge  convenient. 

Given  in  the  federal  palace  of  Cai'acas,  seajecj. 
with  the  seal  of  the  confederation,  and  countersign- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  congress  and  provincial 
legislature,  on  the  17th  August,  1811. 

Jose  Angel  Jilamo,  President. 

Juan  Jose  de  Maga^  Vice-President. 
Jjuis  Jose  de  Ribas  and  Tovar. 

Luis  Jose  de  CazorUXi 
Salvador  Delgado, 

Francisco  X.  Yams, 

Francisco  tievnandes, 

Jose  Vicente  Unda, 

Juan  Antonia  Diaz  Argote, 

Gabriel  Perezde  Pagola, 

Felippe  Fermin  Paul, 

JYicholas  de  Castro. 

[^Countersigned,] 

Francisco  Isnardi,  Secretary. 


Miscellaneous  Intelligence. 

Gjieat  Britain. — Dr.  Hayter’s  report  to  the 
prince  regent  of  his  literary  mission  to  the  court  of 
Naples  in  relation  to  the  lierculaneum  MSS.  which 
mission  excited  so  ^reat  a sensation  and  expecta- 
tion in  the  literary  world,  and  made  so  great  a noise 
throughout  Europe,  has  been  published. 

’ Mr^  Trotter’s  account  of  Mr.  Fox’s  tour  in 
France  and  FLmders,  in  the  year  1802,  and  of  the 
four  last  years  of  the  life  of  that  gl’eat  man,  is  an- 
nounced. It  is  to  be  accompanied  by  numerous 
original  letters  and  other  documents,  illustrative  of 
his  latter  years.  As  his  private  secretary,  Mr. 
Trotter  is  eminently  qualified  to  perform  the  inte- 
resting task  which  he  has  undertaken. 

It  is  one  of  the  literary  novelties  of  this  age,  that 
the  East  India  company  has  established  a Sanscreet 
pre.ss;  and  the  Hetcopadesa  is  the  first  work  tliat 
will  appear  in  that  language  from  a printing  press. 

By  a letter  in  Mr.  Flower’s  Political  Review,  it 
^ippears,  that  the  celebrated  John  Howard  did  not 
die  of  the  plague,  but  of  a fever  caught  from  a 
young  lady,  in  going  to  visit  her;  for  which  pur- 
ose  he  rode  twenty  piilcs  on  horseback;  and,  being 
enighted,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  and  lay  a 
considerable  time  in  the  snow,  and  would  have  been 
frozen  to  death,  but  for  the  aid  of  an  accidental 
passenger.  Like  Goldsmith,  too,  he  took  too  lai’ge 
a dose  of  James’  powders.  He  was  buried  by  a 
French  gentleman,  in  his  garden,  afiout  two  miles 
from  Cherson,  at  his  own  particular  request. 

Dr.  Busby  has  just  completed  a translation  in 
rhyme,  of  the  six  books  qf  Lucretius  on  the  Nature 
of  Things — Lord  Grenville,  to  whom  the  work  is 
to  be  dedicated,  has  seen  the  first  book,  and  expres- 
ses his  unqualified  approbation  of  the  style  in  which 
the  doctor  has  executed  this  arduous  undertaking. 

The  second  volume  of  Moore’s  Tales  of  the  Pas- 
sions, containing  the  Married  Man,  being  an  illus- 
tration of  the  Passions  of  Jealousy,  was  expected 
to  be. published  in  April  last. 

The  very  witty  lucubrations  of  the  “Salmagundi” 
gentlemen  at  New-York,  have  been  re-princed  in 
Jjondon. 

The  booksellers  in  London  are  printing  a stereo- 
type edition  of  the  bible  in  French. 

That  indefatigable  traveller  and  writer,  Sir  John 
Carr,  has  given  to  the  public  “Descriptive  Sketches 
of  the  south-east  parts  of  Spain,  and  of  the  is]ands  of 


Majorca,  Minorca,  Sardinia,  Sicily  and  Malta,’* 
during  a tour  in  those  countries  in  1809  and  1810, 
accompanied  by  engravings  of  views  taken  on  the 
spot. 

A report  of  the  speeches  of  the  late  Mr.  Fox  ir^ 
the  house  of  commons,  from  his  entrance  into 
parliament  in  1786  to  the  close  of  the  session  of 
1806,  has  been  published. 

The  number  of  provincial  banks  in  Great  Britain 
decreased  fi-om  about  280,  in  the  beginningof  1790, 
to  about  230  in  the  beginning  of  1793.  Since  that 
period  the  increase  has  been  truly  astonishing.  It 
appeal's  that  in  1810  the  total  number  of  banks  was 
796,  viz. 

In  London,  AVestminster  and  Southwark,  inclu» 
ding  the  bank  of  Engrand  - - 67 

In  the  rest  of  England  - - - 613 

In  Wales  -----  25 
In  Berwick-on-Tweed  - - 2 

In  the  Isle  of  Man  - - - 1 

In  Guernsey  3 

In  Jersey  - - - - - 2 

In  Scotland  - 83 

^ Total  ^ 796 

TRANCE. — The  emperor  Napoleon,  in  order  to 
give  its  proper  weight  to  the  French  language,  and 
to  simplify  the  acquirement  of  useful  knowledge, 
has  ordered  that  all  exercises  and  theses  in  the  uni- 
versities throughout  France,  shall  be  performed 
and  written  in  French;  and  that  a knowledge  of 
Greek  and  Latin  shall  in  no  department  of  his  gov- 
ernment, be  deemed  a qualification  for  degrees, 
ranks  or  offices,  either  political,  medical,  legal  or 
clerical.  The  prescriptions  of  physicians  are  to  be 
in  French,  and  the  service  of  the  church  is  no 
longer  to  be  performed  except  in  the  vernaculai* 
tongue. 

By  an  artist  just  arrived  from  Paris,  it  appears 
that  the  arts  of  painting,  sculpture  and  engraving, 
are  carried  to  the  highest  point  of  perfection  in  that 
capital.  As  one  instance  of  Napoleon’s  patronage 
of  engi'aving,  he  lately  placed  1,200,000  francs  at 
the  disposal  of  the  proprietors  of  the  magnificent 
series  of  engi’avings  called  Alusee  JYapoleo?i,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  finish  it  in  the  style  in  which  it  has  been 
commenced.  It  is  not  a little  singular  that  men  4>f 
letters,  chemists,  and  mathematicians,  are  prefer- 
red and  employed,  in  every  department  of  the 
French  government;  and  that  the  institute,  and 
every  thing  appertaining  to  art  and  science,  is  de- 
scribed as  being  eminently  distinguished  and  encou- 
raged; at  the  same  time,  that  an  inquisitorial  police 
strikes  terror  into  evei’y  family,  and  a general  dis- 
trust and  want  of  confidence  paraUAies  every  pri- 
vate energy  of  the  people;  and  commercial  credit 
and  trade  are  even  in  a worse  state  in  France  than 
they  are  in  England. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
oil  extracted  from  olives,  has  been  augmented  by 
wetting  the  fruit  with  vinegar  before  it  is  pressed. 
The  Vinegar  must  lyholly  cover  the  fruit.  The 
quantity  of  liquor  obtained  is  one-tenth  greater 
than  by  any  other  procedure. 

A method  has  been  discovered  of  uniting  marble 
without  iron,  which  is  liable  to  rust,  and  after  rains 
gives  a greenish  color  to  the  marble.  For  this  pur- 
pose a cement  is  used  v/hich  prevents  the  rain  from 
penetrating  and  spoiling  works  of  art  exposed  to 
the  weather. 

Austria. — A prodigy  of  precious  acquirement 
has  app9ared  in  Germany,  the  person  of  John 
Spit^ler,  a youth  only  13  years  of  age,  who  is  said 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  two  different  languages. 
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most  of  the  mathematical  sciences,  and  to  be  a pro- 
ficient in  music.  He  is  a native  of  Lower  Austria, 
and  the  son  of  a reduced  cler^junan:  for  the  last  six 
months'  he  has  been  blind,  the  emperor  Francis 
settled  a pension  upon  him. 

The  base  of  the  Carpathian  mountains,  near  Ma- 
konitza,  fell  last  yeai’,  with  a report  so  loud  that  it 
was  heard  at  the  distance  of  twelve  leagues.  Six 
villages  were  lost  by  this  precipitation. 

The  Pope. — The  Cadiz  papers  contain  the  fol- 
lowing article,  under  the  head  of  “Intelligence 
from  Italy.” 

“The  holy  father  continues  in  custody,  without 
any  access  to  him  being  permitted,  at  Savona: 

After  he  had  promulgated  the  excommunication 
against  cardinal  Maury,  archbishop  of  Paris,  which 
was  affixed  to  his  own  cathedral,  his  holiness  was 
deprived  of  the  use  of  pen  and  ink.  The  cardinal 
of  Pietro  and  M.  Gregory  were  on  the  same  ac- 
count thrown  into  the  public  prison  in  Paris,  and, 
after  being  threatened  with  death,  were  ultimately 
banished.  The  circumstance  has  led  to  the  belief 
of  an  intended  change  of  the  holy  see;  but  of  this 
there  is  at  present  no  certainty.  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte has  given  a commission  to  cardinals  Fesch, 
Borghese,  and  some  others,  to  confer  with  the 
pope,  but  to  no  purpose.  Some  have  refused  to 
accept  tlie  commission,  because  they  anticipate  the 
replvj  “restore  myself  and  the  sacred  college  to 
liberty,  restore  the  patrimony  of  the  church,  and 
tlien  *we  will  confer.”  The  cardinals  Gonsalvis, 
Mattis,  Oppizonl,  Pietry  and  Zitta,  have  immor- 
talized themselves  in  the  annals  of  the  church, 
especially  the  first,  who  Bonaparte  hates  mortally. 
The  curate  of  Rome,  the  canons,  and  beneficiaries 
afford  matter  of  comfort  and  edification.  In  vain 
have  attempts  been  made  to  draw  them  aside  from 
their  duty,  by  a new  form  of  oath  Three  hundred 
of  them  have  been  banished  to  Bastia,  in  Corsica. 
M.  Fulacapho,  D.  Arrero,  Tibeci,  Seclope,  the 
curate  Carbous,  the  celebrated  abbot  Pereira,  the 
canon  Belli,  in  short,  the  flower  of  the  clergy  of 
St.  John,  St.  Peter,  St.  Mary  the  greater,  and  of 
all  the  churches,  are  suffering  a glorious  banish- 
ment in  that  disagi'eeable  island.  Some  are  left  in 
Rome, where  they  do  much  good  and  supply  the  place 
of  those  Curates,  who  are  disabled  by  tlieir  iiifii-mi- 
ties  from  performing  their  duty.  Three  or  four 
curates,  and  some  of  the  most  ignorant  and  incapa- 
ble canons,  are  the  only  ones  who  have  taken  the 
oath.  All  the  foreign  clerg}'-,  even  such  as  are 
travelling,  have  been  sent  back  to  their  respective 
countries.  The  Roman  nuns  have  been  reduced  to 
four  convents,  of  different  orders;  each  has  a pen- 
sion of  nine  scudi.  The  same  sum  is  paid  to  those 
who  held  situations  under  the  former  government 
and  even  to  the  secretary  of  state.” 

JK'aturaUzation  of  Frenchmen. — Bonaparte  has  de- 
creed that  no  Frenchman  can  be  naturalized  abroad 
without  his  authority:  and  that,  if  naturalized,  they 
must  not  at  any  time,  carry  arms  against  France 
Frenchmen  naturalized  abroad  without  his  per- 
mission, shall  incur  the  loss  of  their  property  in 
France,  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  succeeding  to 
property  in  France'.  The  above  regulations  are 
prospective — those  who  have  already  been  naturaliz- 
ed abroad,  are  to  have  their  naturalization  confirm- 
ed, within  a period  prescribed.  No  Frenchman 
can  enter  the  service  of  a foreign  power,  without 
permission,  and  even  then  ai  e not  allowed  to  bear 
arms  against  France,  and  must  quit  the  service 
•should  th.at  foreign  power  go  to  war  with  France. 
Tl^ey  cannot  be  accredited  while  in  the  se^’vice  of  a 
foreign  power  to  any  diplomatic  capacity  at  the' 


French  court.  If  they  enter  the  service  of  a foreign 
power  without  permissior^  they  are  to  be  considered 
having  borne  arms  against  France. 

Tennessee  Legislature. — Friday^  October  4- 
Mr.  Claiborne  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted. 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  the  United  States  are 
likely  to  be  involved  with  one  of  the  belligerent 
nations — and  whereas,  it  is  important  on  all  occa- 
sions of  that  description,  that  the  general  govern- 
ment should  be  informed  of  the  disposition  of  the 
people  composing  that  government  to  pursue  the 
most  efficient  means  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
sovei’eignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States, 
therefore, 

Resolvedy  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
an  address  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
expressive  of  a determination,  on  the  part  of  this 
»tate,  to  support  such  honorable  measures  as  the 
general  government  may  pursue  for  the  attainment 
of  the  before  cited  objects. 


The  Chronicle. 

London,  Sept.  4. — A recent  case  has  occurred 
at  Hamburg,  which  will  ever  be  ranked  amongst  tlio 
most  cruel  acts  of  the  emperor  of  Franee.  About 
three  months  ago,  a young  merchant  of  the  name 
of  Schroder,  son  to  Octavian  Schroder,  of  Ham- 
burg, Was  arrested  and  sent  to  Paris,  on  a charge  of 
having  been  found  in  his  possession  some  carica- 
tures and  pamphlets,  which  militated  against  the 
character  of  Bonaparte.  It  now  appeai-s  that  this  un- 
fortunate has  been  brought  to  trial  in  the  usual  way, 
and  his  sentence  was,  “to  be  branded  in  the  fore- 
head and  sent  twenty -five  years  to  the  galleys.”  As 
soon  as  the  s^me  was  made  known  t®  the  emperor, 
he  expressed  his  approbation  thereof,  and  whether 
from  motives  of  mercy  or  cruelty  we  are  at  a loss 
to  say,  he  altered  the  sentence,  and  gave  orders 
that  the  youth  should  be  shot  with  his  back  towards 
his  murderers.  This  sentence,  v ? have  reason  to 
know,  was  immediately  earned  into  execution, — 
The  news  of  the  young  man’s  sad  catastrophe  had 
reached  Hambui’gh,  and  made  every  heart  bleed  for 
his  unfortunate  sufferings. 

Sept.  9, — ^Population. — The  census  for  the  ci- 
ties of  London  and  Westminster,  with  the  suburbs 
and  parishes  immediatel)^  contiguous,  has  been  com- 
pleted. The  total  is  1,099,104,  including  483,781 
males,  and  615,323  females.  The  increase,  compar- 
ed with  the  census  in  1801,  is  133,139. 

Sept.  19. — Our  minister,  Mr.  Wellesley,  has  pre- 
sented a remonstrance  against  the  numerous  publi- 
cations that  have  appeared  in  Cadiz,  tending  to  vi- 
lify the  British  character. 

Same  date. — The  Melampus,  36,  Captain  F.  Haw- 
ker, was  cruising  on  her  station,  and  perceiving  a 
large  frigate  bearing  down  upon  her,  lay  to,  with 
her  topsails  to  the  mast.  The  frigate  soon  proved  to 
be  the  President,  44,  Commodore  Rodgers,  who 
hailed  the  Melampus,  and  rather  peremptorily  or- 
dered captain  H.  to  discharge  all  American  seamen 
on  board  his  ship,  and  send  them  on  board  the  Pre- 
sident. Capt.  Hawker  said  he  could  not  discharge 
one  seamen  from  his  ship  without  an  order  from 
the  admiralty,  or  his  own  Admiral;  on  which 
Commodore  Rodgers  said,  “I  must  use  force,”  and 
fired  a shot  athwart  the  fore  part  of  the  Melampus. 
He  then  repeated  the  same  demand,  and  fired  a se- 
cond shot:  then  repeated  tlie  same  demand  and  fired 
a third  shot;  on  winch  captain  H.  poured  in  such  a 
whacking  broadside,  as  quite  hulled  the  President, 
when  a desperate  action  began,  and  continued  for 
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some  time;  the  President's  fire  then  slackened,  and 
the  Melampus’  fire  was  continued  with  great  vivaci- 
ty, when  the  President  struck  her  colors  and  was 
conducted  to  Halifax!  This  account  comes  by  the 
Peacock,  18,  captain  Peake,  winch  ai-rived  here 
this  morning;  she  spoke  a brig  from  Halifax,  out 
33  days,  which  left  the  Melampus  and  President  at 
Halifax;  the  master  of  the  brig  told  captain  P,  the 
above  account  of  this  gallant  action!!!!! 

Letters  from  Carlsham,  of  the  24th  and  26th  of 
August  do  not  bear  a favourable  aspect  to  com- 
merce, as  the  courts  of  condemnation  there  of  the 
Danish  and  Prussian  vessels  have  of  late  again  been 
revived  and  acted  upi:)n.  Several  vessels  have  been 
confiscated,  and  it  is  determined  that  the  regula- 
tions shall  extend  to  all  vessels  which  have  no. 
fully  observed  the  continental  system:  All  inter- 

course between  Gotenbiu’gh  and  Hamburgh  re- 
mains cut  off’,  by  orders  of  tlae  French  government. 

Coxconn,  (x.  h.)  Oct.  22. 

Merktoack  caxal. — We  are  happy  to  leai-u, 
that  the  locks  and  canals  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Meinmack  river,  and  which 
will  open  a direct  communication  between  this  tovm 
and  Boston,  are  nearly  completed.  The  vast  ad- 
vantages that  will  result  thevefi-om  to  the  farmer,  the 
merchant,  and  to  every  description  of  citizens,  and 
tlie  great  increase  that  will  be  occasioned  hereby  m 
the  value  of  real  estate  situated  near  the  waters  of 
the  river,  must  be  obvious  to  every  one.  It  is  re- 
ported, that  early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  regular 
packet  boats  will  be  established  between  this  place 
and  Boston. 

' New  York,  October  26. 

ExTRAORmxARY. — All  the  news-papers  have 
contained  an  accoimt  of  the  misfortune  that  befel 
the  Norwalk  packet,  the  Slow  and  Easy,  in  the 
gale  on  Sunday  last.  She  was  upset  in  the  sound, 
and  the  crew  and  13  passengers,  only  saved  them- 
selves by  clinging  to  the  vessel  and  rigging,  until 
they  were  taken  off  by  the  g'enerous  exertions  of 
Captain  Earl,  of  the  Packet  Fame,  belonging  to 
Newport,  R.  I.  who  went  to  their  relief  and  afford- 
ed it  at  the  hazard  of  his  life.  One  passenger  how- 
ever, Mr.  Samuel  Waring,  was  not  to  be  found 
among  those  who  had  sustained  themselves  on  the 
wreck  and  the  supposition  was  that  he  had  been 
drowned  in  the  cabin.  The  packet  drifted  on  the 
Long-Island  shore  opposite  Fairfield,  and  the  next 
day  a number  of  people  went  down  to  the  beach  to 
secure  her.  When  she  was  righted,  beliold!  there 
was  Samuel  Waring,  alive  and  well,  incredible  as 
it  may  seem,  and  highly  rejoiced  you  may  be  sure, 
to  find  himself  once  more  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
It  happened  tliat  he  was  lying  in  a birth  to  the  wind- 
ward when  the  packet  overset.  He  held  on  as  well 
as  he  could,  and  finding  that  tho’  the  cabin  was 
nearly  full  of  water,  it  did  not  quite  reach  his  head, 
he  stuck  fast,  kicked  away  the  boards  from  the 
birth  at  his  feet  for  air  to  breathe,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  but  keep  away  the  rats  from  eating'  him  alive, 
until  he  was  taken  out  the  next  day. 

RiCHMoxn,  (Va.)  Oct.  18. 

IxTERKAt  KAvroATioN. — Yesterday  for  the  first 
time,  the  12  locks  which  have  been  lately  put  up  in 
this  city,  for  connecting  the  basin  of  James’  river 
with  tlie  tide  .water,  were  filled  with  water,  and  a 
large  scow  Wa^  passed  up  and  down.  The  ascent 
was  accomplished  in  from  45  to  50  minutes;  the 
descent  in  55,  accompanied  by  the  discharge  of 
cannon.  The  boat  is  one  which  has  been  built  In- 
Mr.  Cooly,  the  superintendent,  and  is  capacious 
enough  to  hold  near  500  bbls.  flour.  It  is  probable 


in  such  large  boats  as  these  that  the  produce  will  oc 
taken  down  from  the  basin  through  the  locks  to 
Rocket’s  landing,  where  the  sliipping  lays. — The 
spectacle  was  witnessed  by  the  directors  of  the 
James’  River  company,  and  a considerable  body  of 
citizens.  We  understand  that  the  locks  have  been 
tendered  by  the  superintendant  to  the  company.— 
Time,  we  imagine  must  test  their  execution. 

October  25. 

On  Monday  night  last,  the  treasury  office  was 
broken  into,  and  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
stolen  thereout,  which  had  been  received  that  day 
for  taxes.  The  treasurer,  we  understand,  is  not  in 
Richmond.  Strong  suspicions  are  entertained  that 
this  robbery  has  been  committed  by  some  pei-ijoa 
well  acquainted  with  the  regulations  of  'he  office, 
as  means  were  found  to  get  at  the  key  of  tlie  iron 
chest. 

Nashville,  October  15. 

A report  has  reached  town,  by  a gentleman  from 
Shelbyville,  that  a courier  from  colonel  Joseph  H. 
Daviess,  of  Kentucky,  to  the  governor,  states  he 
had  a re-encontre  with  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash, 
He  commanded  800  mounted  dragoons,  and  on 
tiieir  approach,  the  Indians,  1500  strong,  fired  on 
him  and  killed  14  of  his  men. — A charge  was  im- 
mediately made  on  the  Indians,  and  victoxy  ensued, 
leaving  200  killed  on  the  field  of  battle.*  The  In- 
dians fired  but  once  and  dispersed.  This  is  very 
glorious  news  and  we  hope  tlie  mail  papers  will 
confirm  it. 

[A  letter  to  the  editor  from  a gentleman  of  Ken- 
tucky, dated  Paris,  October  17,  informs  that 
tlie  volunteers  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
Wabash;  the  regular  troops,  under  captain 
Boyd  remaining,  and  employed  in  erecting  seve^^ 
ral  forts.] 


Baltimore,  JSTox'ember  2,  1811, 

We  hare  London  dates  to  the  20th  of  September*  ^ 
and  are  informed,  that  the  old  king  was  still  alive, ^ 
but  completely  mad.  It  would  seem  as  thoug’x  the 
high-blooded  folks  about  him  wei'e  renouncing  the 
strange  idea  that  kings  are  irresponsible— ivfalhble — 
incapable  of  doing  n'rong,'  for  they  have  caused  the 
walls  and  floor  of  his  room,  with  every  thing  contain- 
ed in  it,  to  be  so  completely  covered  with  cushions 
as  to  prevent  him  fi-om  dashing  himself  to  pieces. 
Poor  old  man! — tlxough,  late,  we  desire  that  he  and 
the  people  of  England,  may  recover  their  reason! 

Daiitzic  is  declared  a free  port,  to  all  commerce 
except  English— the  duties  are  reduced  one-third. 

It  is  said  that  Px’ussian  ports  will  be  opened  in  like 
manner If  so,  we  might  have  a lively  trade  to  the 
north  of  Europe — if  Gi-eat  Britain  would  please 
permit  it. 

Murat,  king  of  Naples,  has  been  verj*  sick — and 
Bernadette,  crown  pr.nce  of  Sweden,  was  ill  of  a 

fever. They  may  be  spared.  I'he  empress  of 

France  has  forbidden  Louis  Bonaparte’s  wife  her 
presence.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Josephine,  and  ihe 
English  prints  have  always  told  us  that,  while  mar- 
ried to  her  mother,  the  empei'or  was  accustomed  to 
lioid  improper  intercourse  with  her.  As  this  is  truly 
royal,  it  is  probable  enough — we  cannot  expect 
Bonaparte  to  be  more  con-ect  than  his  neighbour- 
ing princes. 

A French  agent  has  ai-rivecl  at  St.  Petersburg  to 
demand,  pei-emptorily  and  imnn  diatelv,  the  repay- 
ment of  i.he  money  the  Butch  lent  to  the  emperor. 

The  TJnited  Stales  frigate  Constitudon  landed 
our  minister  in  F ance,  Joel  Bai-low,  Esq.  at  Cher- 
bourg on  die  IPdx  of  vSeptcinbp;-;  from  n'hc;me  she 
sailed  for  the  Texol  with  the  remittance  of  the  inter- 
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cst  cn  our  funds  held  by  the  Dutch.  Mr.  Barlow 
was  very  courteously  received. 

It  is  said,  that  I.ouis  Bonaparte,  ex-king  of  Hol- 
land has  disappeared — it  was  further  said,  on 
Wednesday  last,  that  he  had  arrived  in  this  city! 

Great  satisfaction  Was  produced  in  London  by  a 
report  that  the  Melampus,  of  35  guns,  had  captured 
our  frigate  the  President,  commodoi'e  Rodgers, 
whom  they  call  a ‘^buccaneer.”  The  writer  of  one 
of  the  paragraphs,  however,  supposed  the  report 

was  not  true  because vessel  belonging  to  any 

other  nation,  of  44  guns,  -would  venture  to  attack  a 
36  gun  British  frigate.”  See  a comical  account  of 
the  battle  under  the  London  head. 

Vessels  frequently  arrive  in  England  direct  from 
France,  with  cargoes,  and  ai’e  treated  respectfully. 
But  American  vessels  are  not  permitted  to  leave  a 
port  of  France  for  the  United  States,  without  be- 
coming liable  to  seizure,  by  virtue  of  the  orders  in 
council! 

The  British  frigates,  in  the  channel,  take  many 
opportunities  to  have  a brush  with  some  of  Bona- 
parte’s praams,  gun-boats  and  batteries — ^in  which 
they  appear  generally  successful. 

Bonapai-te  is  making  great  exertions  toman  his 
fleets  and  discipline  their  crews.  His  fleet  in  the 
Scheldt  consists  of  27  sail  of  the  line  and  several 
stout  frigates,  watched  by  17  sail  of  British  vessels. 

Figueras  was  surrendered  by  the  Spaniards  to  the 
French  on  the  13th  of  August,  after  tlie  besieged 
had  ate  every  animal  in  it  for  subsistence,  from  a 
horse  to  a mouse.  The  Spaniards  endeavored  to 
break  their  way  through  the  enemy  and  escape,  but 
were  beaten  back  and  capitulated.  3500  prisoners 
were  made  by  the  French,  including  350  officers — 
1500  persons  were  sick  in  the  hospital,  2000  were 
killed  during  the  siege. 

Fifty-two  ships  charged  in  Russian  ports  with 
having  English  property  and  produce  on  board, 
have  been  liberated  on  bonds. 

The  people  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  were 
dreadfully  alarmed  on  the  7th  of  June  by  an  earth- 
quake. They  ran  from  their  houses  in  the  greatest 
consternation  and  terror,  and  presented  a terrible 
scene  of  wretched  confusion.  Though  most  of  the 
houses  suffered  more  or  less,  and  the  earth  is  said 
to  “have  cracked  upwards  of  50  feet,”  only  one  life 
was  losL 

The  v?|e.roy  of  Mexico,  ill  an  address  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  capital,  dated  August  6,  1811, 
gives  notice  that  a “conspiracy”  had  existed,  whose 
chief  “object  was  to  secure  his  person,  and  thereby 
disjoint  the  government,”  S?c.  He  says  that  the 
principle  persons  engaged  in  the  enterprise  have 
been  discovered  and  arrested — three  of  them  were 
executed  immediately.  The  seeds  &f  revolution 
are  planted  deep  in  the  province  of  Mexico — it  has 
several  times  been  shaken  by  insurrections  of  the 
people;  and  we  trust,  they  will  yet  effect  their  in- 
dependence. 

Decrees  and  orders. — The  London  Statesman, 
of  September  17,  says — “We,  a few  days  since, 
challenged  the  editors  of  any  paper  who  denied 
the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  to  pro- 
duce a single  instance  of  the  detention  of  an  Ame- 
rican vessel,  which  had  arrived  in  France  since 
the  second  of  November.'  No  instance  can  be  pro- 
duced, and  they  are  silent.  But  if  they  are  re- 
pealed, say  some  of  the  papers,  “it  is  done  merely 
to  embroil  the  United  Slates  with  us;  besides,  let 
Bonaparte  restore  the  American  property  which 
was  seized  before  the  repeal.”  As  to  the  motive 
of  Bonaparte  for  doing  a just  action,  we  have 
ueitJier  the  ability  nor  the  right  to  enquire  into; — 


moreover,  we  ought  to  have  so  much  magnanim- 
ity as  not  to  permit  the  man  we  style  the  robber, 
and  pillager  of  ErnType,  to  exceed  us  in  acts  of  jus- 
tice to  neutral  nations.  With  respect  to  the  A- 
merican  property  seized  before  the  repeal  of  these 
decrees,  Avhen  we  have  restored  the  huntb'eds  of 
vessels  captured  under  the  orders  in  council,  we 
may  with  some  propriety  ask  the  question — and  not 
till  then. 

A new  British  order  in  council  has  been  issued  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  order  of  February,  1810,  im- 
posing certain  duties  on  the  products  of  the  United 
States  imported  into  the  West  Indies,  in  order  to 
force  a trade  with  Canada  and  JVova-Scotia.  It  ap- 
pears from  a statement  made  by  the  Barbadoes 
merchants,  that  not  i)ne-tenth  of  their  supplies  are 
received  from  these  Polonies,  and  that  their  trade 
with  the  citizen.?  of  the  United  States  is  draining 
them  very  rapidly  of  their  specie. 

The  British  papers  state  that,  notwithstanding 
the  severe  penalties  inflicted  for  exporting  the  coin 
of  the  kingdom,  the  practice  prevails  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent.  Many  boats  appear  stationed  on  the 
coasts  of  Kent  to  carry  the  specie  to  the  opposite 
shore,  paying  1401.  mpaper  for  1007  in  gold!  Bo- 
naparte has  collected  an  immense  quantity  of  spe- 
cie, the  chief  of  which  is  English  guineas. 

Crib  and  the  Ategro,  had  not  fought  the  battle  so 
interesting  to  civilized  Englishmen,  at  the  date  of 
our  last  accounts.  It  is  more  than  probable  tha\ 
one  of  these  fellows  will  be  killed,  secundum  arte-m 
to  gratity  the  nobility  and  gentry. 

A lady,  says  a late  Augusta  (Georgia)  paper, 
was  lately  indicted,  tried  ahd  convicted,  in  that 

state  for scolding.  Her  sentence  was  to  be 

publicly  ducked  in  the  river. 

The  state  of  parties  in  the  New-Jersey  legislature 
are  as  follows — Republicans.  Federalists. 

In  council  - - - - - - 9 - - - - 4 

Assembly 30  - - - 10 

39  ^ 14 

On  Saturday  last,  in  joint  meeting,  Joseph 
Bloomeield,  esq.  was  re-elected  governor  of  the 
state  of  New-Jersey. 

Philadelphia,  October  29. 

Case  of  the  schooner  Exchange. — Judge  ^ Wash- 
ington yesterday  delivered  his  opinion  in  this  most 
important  and  delicate  case.  He  reversed  the  opi- 
nion of  the  district  court  and  has  adjudged  that  the 
property  of  a foreign  sovereign,  tliough  a public 
armed  vessel,  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
courts,  if  foundr  within  our  territory,  on  the  claim 
of  a private  citizen. 

The  vessel  in  question  was  seized  by  Napoleon, 
under  his  Rambouillet  decree,  and  taken  immedi- 
ately into  his  service,  without  (as  the  libellants  al- 
ledge) any  form  of  a trial  or  adjudication. 

On  her  arrival  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  she 
was  libelled  by  her  American  owners. 

A note  b^  the  Editor.  A disappointment,  in  not 
receiving  bur  paper  in  season,j  pi’evented  the  publi- 
cation of  a supplement,  as  was  designed  last  week. 
The  like,  most  probably,  will  never  occur  again. 

We  have  made  such  arrangements  at  Washington^ 
that,  generally,  we  shall  be  able  to  present  the  doc- 
uments laid  before  congress,  to  our  readers,  in  a 
collected  and  perfect  form,  sooner  than  they  cau 
receive  them  by  any  other  ordinaiy  medium;  and, 
as  in  duty  bound  to  our  very  numerous  and  still 
continually  increasing  patrons,  will  leave  no  effort 
untried  to  give  that  satisfaction  the  unprcceden ltd- 
support  of  the  Register  so  justly  demands. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald 

“ No  other  speaker  of  wzy  liring^  actions, 

“To  keep  mine  honor  Ifoin  corruption 
*‘But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakespenre—m-snY  vni. 
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Congress  of  the  United  States. 

IN  SENATE. 

JCovember  4,  1811. — There  were  present,  at  the 
usual  hour  of  assembling’,  the  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  Messrs.  Gilman,  Cutts,  Goodrich, 
Dana,  Bradley,  J.  Smith,  German,  Condit,  Lam- 
bert, Gregg,  Leib,  Horsey,  Smith,  Keed,  Giles, 
Frauklm,  Gaillard,  Taylor,  Crawford,  Tait,  Pope, 
Anderson,  and  Wortliington. 

George  M.  Bibb,  elected  from  Kentucky,  G. 
W.  Campbell,  from  Tennessee,  J.  13.  Howell, 
from  Rhode  Island,  and  Joseph  B.  Vanuun,  from 
Massachusetts,  were  also  severally  sworn  in  and 
took  their  seats. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  with  the 
other  house.  Sec.  and  tlie  Senate  adjourned, 
A'ovember  5. — Ml’-  Brent  attended. 

'['he  Senate,  after  transacting  some  minor  busi- 
ness, proceeded  to  ballot  for  a dpor-keeper  (who 
also  discharges  the  duty  of  sergeant  at  arms,)  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  .Mathers,  deceased.  There  were 
taken  27  votes  of  which  Mouutjoy  Bailey  had  20, 
and  w:is  accordingly  declared  elected- 

The  message  fi*om  the  President  was  then  read, 
and  300  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
JSTonclay,  j^ovember  4. — This  being  ilie  day  d*’'- 
fignated  by  the  proclmnation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States^  for  tlie  meeting-  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  about  eleven  o'clock  the 
liOLise  was  called  to  order ; when  it  appeared  that 
there  were  present  one  hundred  and  twenty-eig-ht 
members. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a speaker. 
On  counting  the  votes  the  following  appeared  to  be 
the  result. 

Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  75 

George  W.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  38 

Scattering,  6 

So  that  .Mr.  Clay  was  duly  chosen,  and  was  con-  i 
ducted  to  the  Speaker’s  chair  accordingly  ; whence 
he  addressed  as  follows  : 

Gkxtlkmlx, — “In  coming  to  this  station  which 
you  liave  done  me  the  honor  to  assign  me — an  ho- 
nor for  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  ni}' 
thanks — I obey  rather  your  commands  than  my  own 
inclination.  I am  sensible  of  the,  imperfections 
which  I bring  along  with  me,  and  a conciousness 
of  these  would  deter  me  froni  attempting'  a discharge 
of  the  duties  of  the  chair,  did  I not  rely  confidently 
upon  your  generous  support.  Should  tlie  rave  and 
delicate  occasion  present  it.self  when  yonr  speaker 
should  be  called  upon  to  clieck  or  control  the  wan- 
derings or  intemperance  of  debate,  your  justice  will, 

1 hope,  ascribe  to  his  interpositj  n Uie  motives  only 
of  public  good  and  a regard  tv)  th : dignity  of  the 
hovise.  And  in,  ^ill  instence:,  be  assured,  gentle- 

h 


men,  that  I shall,  with  r.ifinite  pleasure,  aiford  eve" 
ry  facility  in  my  power  to  the  dispaich  of  public 
business,  in  the  most  agreeable  manner.” 

The  members  were  sworn  in,  m the  usual  form. 

The  house  next  proceeded  to  ballot  fu^.'  a clerk  ; 
when  on  counting  the  votes  there  were 
For  Patrick  Magruder  97 

William  Liimbert  16 

Thomas  Dimn  was  then  rc-elected  sergeant  at 
arms,  and  Thomas  Claxton  doorkeeper,  without 
opposition ; Benjamin  Burch  was  also  re-choseii 
assistant  doorkeeper. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  with  the 
senate  on  the  subject  of  their  being  formed  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Mitchcl  and  IMr.  Pitkin  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  join  with  .Messrs.  Anderson  and  Brad- 
ley, tlie  committee  appointed  by  the  senate,  to  wait 
on  the  president  and  inform  him  that  the  houses 
were  formed  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion he  might  have  to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Mitchell  soon  after  reported  the  performance 
by  the  committee  of  the  duty  assigned  them ; and 
that  the  president  had  informed  them  he  would 
make  a communication  in  writing'  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o’clock.  x\nd  the  house  adjounjed. 

Tuesday,  j\ovemhsr  5 — At  12  o’clock  this  day  the 
messag'e  which  follows  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Edivard 
Coles,  his  secretary,  accompanied  by  a voluminous 
collection  of  documents,  in  the  reading  of  which, 
the  house  progressed  till  half  past  3 o’clock,  wheu 
the  house  adjourned. 

President’s  Message. 

The  president  communicated  to  both  houses  by 
Mr.  Edward  Coles,  his  private  secretary,  the  folj 
lowing  Jfessaye. 

Feilotu  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

In  calling  you  togetlier  sooner  than  a separation 
from  your  homes  would  otlierwi.se  have  been  requi- 
red, 1 yielded  to  considerations  drawn  from  the  pos- 
ture of  foreign  afiulrs ; and  in  fixing  the  present, 
for  tlic  time  of  your  meeting,  regard  was  had  to 
the  probability  oi'  further  developements  of  the  po- 
key of  the  belligerent  powers  tow'ards  this  country, 
wiiich  might  the  more  unite  the  national  councils, 
in  the  mea^mres  to  be  pursued. 

At  the  clo.se  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  waiS 
hoped  that  the  successive  confirmations  of  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  French  decrees,  so  far  as  they  viola- 
ted our  neutral  commerce,  would  have  induced  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  to  repeal  its  orders  ia 
council ; and  thereby  authorise  the  removal  of  the 
existing;  obstructions,  to  her  commerce  Yvith  the 
United  States, 

Instead  of  this  re.asonable  step  towards  safsfac- 
tion  and  IricndsUip  b^Uvcui  the  two  natiem,  thj  or- 
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ders  u'(ye,  at  a nion''-cnt  Avhen  least  tohav'^  ex- 
pected, put  into  nx>i*e  i*igorous  exccutix)n  ; aiid  it 
v.'as  communicated  through  the  Britisli  oivo}  just 
arrived,  tliat,  whilst  the  revocation  oi  the  edicts  ol 
Trance  as  othcially  made  known  to  tlie  Britisli 
government,  was  denied  to  have  taken  place  ; it 
was  an  indispensable  condition  of  the  repeal  of  tlic 
British  orders,  llnit  commerce  slioukl  be  restored 
to  a footing,  that  would  admit  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  wlucn  owned  b}’ 
iK'Utr.iis  into  market  shut  against  them  by  licr  ene- 
my ; the  United  States  bong-  given  to  understand 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  a continuance  of  their  non- 
importation act  would  lead  to  measures  of  retali- 
a'icn. 

At  a later  date  it  has  indeed  appeared,  that  a com- 
municalion  to  the  British  government,  of  fresh  evi- 
dence of  the  repeal  of  the  i'Tcnci'i  decrees  against 
our  neutral  trade,  was  followed  by  an  intimation, 
that  it  had  been  transmitted  to  tlie  British  Plenipo- 
tentiary Itere  ; in  order  fliat  it  rnightreceive  full 
consideration  in  the  depending’  discussions.  This 
communication  appears  not  to  have  been  received : 
But  tlie  transmission  of  it  liither,  instead  of  found- 
ing on  it  an  actual  repeal  of  the  orders,  or  assuran- 
ces that  the  repeal  would  ensue,  will  not  permit  us 
to  rely  on  any  effective  change  in  the  British  cabi- 
net. To  be  read}-  to  meet  with  cordiality  satisfaC- 
toi'y  proofs  of  such  a cliange,  and  to  proceed,  in  the 
meantime,  in  adapting  o’ur  rneasures  to  the  views 
which  liave  been  disclosed  through  that  minister, 
will  best  consult  cur  whole  duty. 

In  the  unfriendly  spirit  of  these  disclosures,  in- 
demnity and  address  for  other  vrrong’s  liave  conti- 
nued to  be  wdtliheld,  and  our  coasts  and  the  mouths 
of  onr  harbors  liave  again  witnessed  scenes,  not 
less  derogatory  to  the  dearest  of  our  national  rights, 
than  vexadious  to  the  reg'ular  course  of  pur  trade. 

Among  the  occurrences  produced  by  the  conduct 
of  British  ships  of  w’ar  hovering  on  our  coasts,  was 
an  encounter  betw’een  one  of  them  and  the  Ameri- 
can feigate  commanded  by  captain  Boclgcrs,  ren- 
dered unavoidable  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  by  a fire, 
commenced  without  cause  by  the  former;  who-e 
coimnandcr  is,  therefoi'e,  alone  chargeable  with  the 
blood  unfortunately  shed  in  maintaining  the  lionor 
of  the  American  dag.  The  proceedings  of  a court  of 
ejiquiry,  requested  by  captain  Rodgers,-  are  corn- 
mimicated — together  with  the  correspondence  rela- 
ting to  tile  occui’i’cnce,  between  the  secretary  of 
state  and  liis  Eritanic  majesty’s  envoy.  To  these 
are  added  the  several  correspondences  wliicli  have 
passed- on  the  subject  of  the  Britisli  orders  in  coun- 
cil—and  to  both  the  correspondences  relating  to  the 
I'Toridas,  in  Vv  hich  congress  will  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  interposition  whicli  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  has  thought  ]iroper  to  make  ag'ainst 
the  proceedings  of  the  United  states. 

Tlie  justice  and  fairness  which  have  been  evinced 
on  the  prat  of  the  United  States  towards  France, 
both  hefbre  and  since  tiie  revocadicn  of  her  decrees 
authorised  an  expectation  that  her  g'overmncnt, 
v’oukl  liave  follow’’ed  up  that  measure  by  all  such 
otliers  as  were  due  to  our  reasonable  claims,  as  well 
as  dictated  by  its  amicable  professions.  Ko  proof, 
however,  is  yet  given  of  an  intention  to  repair  the 
oilier  wrongs  done  to  tlie  United  Srates  ; and  par-' 
ticularly  to  restore  the -great  amount  of  American 
property  seized  and  condemned  under  edicts,  which 
though  not  afkctiiig-  our  neutral  relations,  and 
therefore  not  entering'  into  questions  between  the 
United  States  and  other  belligerents,  were  neverthe- 
less founded  in  such  mijust  principles  that  the  re- 
]>arat:on  ought  to  have  been  prompt  and  ample. 


In  addition  to  this  and  other  demands  of  strict 
right,  on  that  nation,  tiic  United  States  have  much 
reason  to  be  diss.atisficd  with  the  rigorous  and  un- 
expected restrictions,  to  which  their  trade  w'iththe 
Frc"j>eli  dominions  has  been  subjected  ; and  which, 
if  not  di.scontlmied,  will  require  at  least  correspon- 
ding’ restrictions  on  importations  irom  France  into 
the  United  States. 

On  all  thoa^  subjects  our  minister  plenipotentiary, 
lately  sent  to  Bans,  has  carried  with  him  the  neces- 
saiy  instructions — the  result  of  which  will  be  com- 
municated to  } ou,  and  b}'  ascertaining  the  ulterior 
pollcv  of  the  French  government  towax’ds  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ’vvill  enable  you  to  adapt  to  it  that  ol 
the  United  States,  towards  France.  _ 

Our  other  foreign  relations  remain  without  unfa- 
vourable ciumges.  "With  Russia  tliey  are  on  the 
best  footing  of  friendship.  The  ports  ot  Sweden 
have  aflbrdcd  pi’ools  of  friendly  dispositions  to wai  ds 
our  commerce,  in  the  counciis  o.t  that  nation  also. 
And  the  information  from  our  special  minister  in 
Denmark,  shews  that  the  mission  had  been  attended 
with  valuable  eiiects  to  our  citizens,  whose  proper- 
ty had  been  so  extensively  violated  andendangered 
by  cruizers  under  the  Danish  liag. 

Under  the  ominous  indications  which  commanded 
attention,  it  became  a duty  to  exert  the  means  corn 
mitted  to  tlie  executive  dcpm  tment,  in  providing-for 
the  general  securit}'.  The  works  of  defence  on  our 
maratime  frontier  have  accord, ngl}- been  presecuted 
with  an  activity  leaving  little  to  be  added  for  the 
completion  of  the  most  important  ones  ; and  as  par- 
ticularly suited  for  co-operation  in  emergencies,  a 
portion  of  tlie  gunboats  have  in  particular  harbors, 
been  ordered  into  use.  Tlie  ships  of  war  before  in 
commission,  with  the  addition  of  a fric'atc,  have 
been  chieily  cm'ployed  as  a cruising  guard  to  the' 
rights  of  our  coast.  And  such  a disposition  has 
been  made  of  our  land  forces  as  ivas  thought  to  pro- 
mise the  services  most  appropriate  and  important. 
In  this  disposition  is  included  a force  conSi.sting  of 
regulars  and  militia,  embodied  in  the  Indian  territo 
n-,  and  marched  towards  ournorth  vvestern  frontier. 
This  measure  was  made  requisite  by  several  raur 
ders  and  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians 
but  more  especially-  by  the  menacing  preparations 
and  aspect  of  a combination  of  them  on  the  Wabash 
under  the  influence  and  direction  of  a fanatic  of  the 
Shawane.se  tribe.  Wi'-h  these  exceptions  the  Indian 
tribes’  retain  their  peaceable  dispositions  towards 
us,  and  their  usual  p'lrsuits. 

I must  now  add,  that  the  period  is  arrived,  v hich 
claims  fioiu  tlie  legislative  guardians  of  the  national 
riglits  a .syste’m  of  more  ample  provision  for  main- 
taining them.  Notwithstanding  the  scrupulous 
justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and  the  maitjph- 
ed  efforts  on  tlic  part  of  the  United  States  to  substi- 
tute for  tlie  accumulating  dang’ers  to  tlie  peace  of  the 
two  countries  ; all  the  mutual  advantages  of  re- 
established friendship  and  confidence ; we  have 
seen  that  the  British  cabinet  perseveres,  not  only 
in  withholding  a remedy  for  other  wrongs  so  long' 
and  so  loudly  calling  for  it ; but  in  the  execution, 
brought  home  to  tlie  threshold  of  o’ar  territory*,  of 
measures  which  under  existing  circumstances, have 
tlie  character,  as  well  as  the  effect,  of  war  on  our 
lawful  commerce. 

With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility*,  to 
trampling  on  rights  whicli  no  independent  nation 
can  relinquish  ; — congress  will  fell  the  duty  of 
putting  tlie  United  ?tates  into  an  armour,  and  an 
attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis  and  corresponding 
witli  tlie  national  spirit  and  expectations. 

I rcccixixaid  ivicordirigly,  tha,t  ?,dcquatc  provisio!^ 
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he  made  for  ulllng*  the  ranks  and  prolonging'  the 
enlistments  ot‘  t]ie  reg-ulur  troops  ; for  an  au:;iln.ry 
force  to  be  engag-ed  for  a more  limited  term  ; for  t!ic 
acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  tvhoso  patriotic 
ardour  may  court  a participation  in  urg'ent  services 
J()r  detachments,  as  tlicy  may  be  wanted,  of  otlicr 
portions  of  the  militia;  and  ibr  sudi  a preparation 
of  the  great  body,  as  tvill  proportion  its  usclulness 
to  its  intrinsic  capacities.  Nor  can  tlic  occasion 
fail  to  remind  you  of  the  importance  of  those  mili- 
tary seminaries,  wliicli,  in  every  event,  will  form  a 
valuable  and  frugal  part  of  our  military  cstaldisb- 
ment. 

The  manufacture  di’ cannon  an  1 smaV  ranns  lias 
proceeded  with  due  success,  itiul  Lin.,  stock  and 
resources  of  all  the  necessary  nuuiiiions  are  ade- 
quate to  emergencies.  It  will  not  be  inexped  eiit, 
liowever,  for  congress  to  autliorise  an  enlargement 
of  them. 

Your  attention  will  of  course  be  drawn  to  such 
provisions  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  force,  as 
may  be  required  for  the  service  to  which  itimi}'  be 
best  adapted.  I submit  to  congress  liie  seasonabie- 
ness,  also,  of  an  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of 
such  materials,  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature, 
or  may  not  at  once  be  attainable. 

In  contemplating  the  scenes  which  distinguish 
this  momentous  epoch,  and  estimating  their  claims 
to  our  attention,  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  those 
developing  themselves  among  the  great  communi- 
ties which  occupy  the  soinhern  portion  of  our 
own  hemisphere,  and  extend  into  our  neighborliood. 
An  cnlarsed  phdanthropy,  and  an  enlightened  fore- 
cast, concur,  in  imposing  on  the  national  councils 
an  obligation  to  take  a deep  interest  in  their  desti- 
nies ; to  cherish  reciprocal  sentiments  of  good  will ; 
to  regard  the  progress  of  events  ; and  not  to  be 
unprepared  for  whatever  order  of  things  may  be 
ultimately  established. 

Under  another  as])cct  of  our  situation,  the  early 
attention  of  congress  will  be  due  to  the  expediency 
of  further  guards  against  evasions  and  infractions  of 
our  commercial  laws.  The  practice  of  smuggling, 
wliich  is  od  ous  every  where,  and  partic(ilra-ly  ci’i- 
minal  in  free  governments,  where  tlie  laws  being- 
made  by  all  for  the  good  of  all,  a fratid  is  committed 
on  every  individual  as  well  as  on  the  state,  attains 
its  utmost  guilt,  when  it  blends,  with  a pursuit  of 
Ignominious  gain,  a treacherous  subservienc}',  in 
the  transgressors,  to  a foreign  policy  adverse  to  that 
of  their  own  country.  It  is  then  that  the  virtuous 
indignations  qf  flip  puhlick  should  he  enabled  to  ma- 
nifest itself,  thrqugii  the  regular  animadversions  of 
the  most  competent  laws. 

To  secure  greater  respect  to  our  mercantile  flag, 
and  to  the  honest  interest  v/liicli  it  covers  ; it  is 
expedient  also,  that  it  be  made  punishable  in  our 
citizens,  to  accept  licences  from  foreign  govern- 
ments for  a trade  unlawfully  interdicted  by  them  to 
other  American  citizen.s  ; or  to  trade  under  false 
colors  or  papers  of  any  sort. 

A prohibition  is  eqiially  called  for  against  the  ac- 
ceptance, by  our  citizens,  of  special  licences,  to 
be  used  in  a trade  Avitli  the  United  States  ; and 
against,  the  admission  into  particular  ports  of  the 
United  States,  of  vessels  from  foreign  countries; 
authorised  to  trade  with  particular  ports  onl;;. 

Although  other  subjects  will  press  more  imme- 
diately on  your  deliberations,  a portion  of  tl’.em 
cannot  but  be  well  bestowed,  on -iihe  j ust  and  sound 
policy  of  securing  to  our  manufactures  the  suc- 
cess they  have  obtained,  and  are  still  attaining  in 
some  degree,  under  the  impulse  of  causes  not  per- 
manent j and  to  ptir  navigation;  4he  fair  extent  of 


u Inch  it  is  at  present  aliridgedby  the  unequal  regu- 
lat  .ons  or  ibi’cign  govc^TuneiUs. 

besides  tlic  reasonableness  of  saving  our  mami- 
faciures  fi-om  sacrii'lees  wliich  a change  of  circum- 
stances might  bring  on  them,  llie  national  interest 
requires  that,  as  respects  such  artireles  at  least,  a.s 
belong  to  our  cleferice,  and  our  primary  v;ants,  vro 
should  not  be  left  in  unnecessary  dependence  on 
external  supplies.  And  whilst  foreign  govermiieuts 
aclucre  to  the  existing  discriminations  in  their  port.s 
against  our  navigations,  and  an  equalit  y or  lesser  dis- 
criniiiution  is  enjoyed  by  their  navigation,  in  out- 
ports,  the  cflect  cannot  Itc  mistaken,  because  it  has 
been  seriously  felt  by  our  shipping  interest ; and  in 
proportion  as  this  take  place,  the  advantages  of  an 
imlependent  conveyance  of  our  products  to  Ibrcigri 
markets  and  of  a growing  body  of  mariners,  trained 
b)'  their  occupations  for  tlie  service  of  tlieir  country 
in  times  of  danger  must  be  diminislicd. 

The  recipts  into  the  treasury,  during  tlie  yea^ 
ending  on  tlie  thirtieth  of  September  last,  have  ex- 
ceeded tliirtccn  millions  and  a half  of  dollars,  and 
have  enabled  us  to  defray  the  current  expences, 
including  tlie  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  to 
reimbm-se  more  tlian  five  millions  of  dollars  of  the 
principle,  without  recurring  to  the  loan  autlioi-'zed 
by  the  act  of  last  session.  The  temporary  loan 
obtained  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1810,  lias  also 
been  reimbursed,  and  is  not  included  in  that  amount. 

The  decrease  of  reA'caue,  arising  from  the  situa- 
tion of  our  commerce  and  tlie  extraordinary  expen- 
ses wliich  have  and  may  become  necessary,  must 
be  taken  into  view  in  making-  commensurate  provi- 
sions for  tJie  ensuing-  year.  And  I recommend  to 
your  consideration  the  propriety  of  ensuring  a suf- 
ficiency of  annual  revenue,  at  least  to  defray  tlie 
ordinary  ex])cnccs  of  g’ovcrnment,  and  to  pay  tlie 
intcre.st  on  tlie  public  debt,  including-  that  on  ncAV 
loans  wlilcli  may  he  authorised. 

I cannot  close  this  communication  wiiliout  ex- 
pressing- my  deep  scn.se  of  the  crisis  in  wiiicli  _\  ou 
are  assembled  ; my  confidence  in  a wise  and  liono- 
rable  result  of  your  deliberations,  and  assurances  of 
the  faithlvd  zeal  with  which  my  co-operating- duties 
will  be  discharged  ; invoking,  at  the  same  time,  the 
blessings  of  Ileaven  on  our  beloved  country,  and 
on  all  means  that  may  be  employed,  in  vindicating 
its  rights  and  advancing  its  welfare. 

(Sign.d)  JAMES  MADISON. 

JVasliir.jtojiy  C^'ov.  5,  1811, 


Public  DociiiTients. 

ORDERS  LY  COlWCIL. 

?rii.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MUXRtVE. 

JVasMiigtov^  ^2ih/,  3,  1811. — Sir,  I have  had  the 
honor  of  stating  to  you  verbally,  the  system  of  de-® 
fence  to  which  his  majesty  has  been  compelled  t 
resort  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  maritm’O 
rights  and  interests  of  his  dominions  agaimst  tlw.* 
new  description  of  warfiirethat  hasA-cen  adopted  b}'- 
his  enemies.  I have  presented  to  you  tlie  grounds 
upon  Avhieh  liis  majesty  finds  hinisclf  still  obliged 
to  continue  ihat  system,  and  I conceive  tliat  I shall 
best  meet  } our  wishes  as  expressed  to  me  this  morn>- 
ing,  if  in  a more  formal  shape  I should  lay  before 
you.  the  whole  extent  of  the  question,  as  it  appears 
to  his  majesty’s  government  to  exist  between  Great 
Britain  and  America. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention,  sir,  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  his  majety’s  orders  in  councU 
were  originally  founded.  I'he  decree  of  Berlin  was 
dil-cctly  and  expressly  an  aft  of  war,  by  which 
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France  prohibited  all  nations  from  tratle  or  mter- 
course  wjth  Great  Britain  under  peril  of  confisca- 
tion of  their  ships  and  mercliandize  ; althoug’h 
France  had  not  the  means  of  imposing’ an  actual 
blockade  in  any  degree  adequate  to  sucli  a purpose. 

Th  mmediate  and  professed  object  of  this  hostile 
decree  was  the  destruction  of  all  JSritish  commerce 
through  means  entirely  unsanctioned  by  the  law  of 
nai’ons  and  unauthorized  by  any  received  doctrine 
of  legitimate  blockade. 

Tius  violation  of  the  establislmd  law  of  civilized 
nations  in  war  would  have  justified  Great  Britain 
in  retaliating  upon  the  enemy,  by  a si-miar  inter- 
diction of  all  commerce  with  France,  and  with  such 
otiier  countries  as  might  co-operate'With  France  in 
iier  system  of  commercial  hostility  against  Great 
Britain. 

The  object  of  Great  Britain  was  not,  however, 
the  destruction  of  trade,  but  its  preservation  under 
such  regulations  as  might  be  compatible  with  her 
own  security,  at  the  same  time  that  she  extended  an 
indulg’ei\ce  to  foreign  commerce,  which  strict  prin- 
ciples 'W’Duld  have  entitlcdherto  witliliold.  The  reta- 
liation of  Great  Britain  was  not  therefore  urged  to 
the  full  extent  other  right,  our  prohibition  of  French 
trade  was  not  absolute  but  modified,  and  in  return 
for  the  absolute  prohibition  of  ail  trade  with  Great 
Britain,  we  prohibited  not  all  commerce  with 
France,  but  all  such  commerce  with  France  as 
should  not  be  carried  on  through  Great  Britain. 

Itwasevident  that  this  system  must  prove  prejudi- 
cial to  neutral  nations  ; this  calamity  was  foreseen, 
and  deeply  regretted.  But  the  injury  to  the  neutral 
nation  arose  from  the  aggression  of  France,  which 
had  compelled  Great  Britain  in  her  own  defence  to 
resoi’t  to  adequate  retaliatory  measures  of  war.  The 
operation  on  the  American  commerce  of  those 
precautions  which  the  conduct  of  France  had  ren- 
dered indispensable  to  our  security,  is  therefore  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  unwari-antable  aggression  of 
l^'rance,  and  not  to  tliose  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  which  that  aggression  |iad  rendered 
jiec.  ssary  and  just. 

The  object  oV  our  system  was  merely  to  counter- 
act an  attempt  to  crush  the  British  trade  ; Great 
Br.tain  endeavoured  to  permit  . the  continent  to  re- 
ceive a.s  large  a portion  of  commerce  as  .might  be  prac- 
ticable through  Great  Britain  ; and  all  her  subse- 
quent regulations,  and  every  modification  other 
sy.stem  by  new  orders  or  modes  of  granting  or  with- 
iioli.l  .ng  licenses,  have  been  calculated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  the  trade  of  neutrals  through 
Great  Britain,  u’heuevcr  such  encouragement  might 
itpp!;  av  advantageous  to  tlie  general  interest's  of  com- 
merce, and  consistent  with  the  public  safety  of  the 
nation. 

The  justification  of  his  majesty’s  orders  in 
council,  and  the  continuance  of  that  defence 
liave  always  been  rested  upon  the  existence  of 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  on  the  per- 
severance of  the  enemy  in  the  system  of  hostility 
which  has  subverted  the  rights  of  neutral  commerce 
on  the  continent ; and  it  ]ia.s  always  been  declared 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty’s  government,  that  when- 
ever France  should  have  effectually  repealed  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  should  have  restored 
neutral  commerce  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood 
pxwiously  to  tb.e  ]5i’omulgation  of  those  decrees, 
Vy’e  shcultl  immediately  repeal  our  orders  in  council. 

France  ha.s  asserted  that  tlie  decree  of  Berliix 
Was  a-  mea.sure  of  just  retaliation  on  her  part,  occa- 
siorsed  by  our  previous  aggression,  and  the  French 
government  has  insisted  that  our  s3'stem  of  block- 
ade, as  it  existed  prcviov!.s  to  the  decree  of  Ber- 


Ln,  Was  a manifest  violation  of  the  received  law'  of 
nations  ; we  must  therefore,  sir,  refer  to  tlxf  arti- 
cles of  the  Bei'lin  decree,  to  find  the  prmc.pies  of 
otm  system  of  blockade  which  France  considei  s to 
be  new,  and  contrary  to  tiie  law  of  nations. 

By  the  4th  and  8th  articles  it  is  stated  as  a justi- 
fication of  the  French  decree,  that  Great  Bmaut 
“ extends  to  unfortified  towns  and  commercial 
“ ports,  to  harbors,  and  to  the  mouths  of  luvers, 

“ those  rights  of  blockade,  wliicli  by  reason  and 
“ the  usage  of  nations  are  applicable  only  to  forti- 
j “ fied  places  ; and  that  the  rights  of  blockade  ought 
“ to  be  limited  to  fortresses  really  invested  by  a suffi- 
“ cient  force.” 

It  is  added  in  the  same  articles  that  Great  Britain 
“ has  declared  places  to  be  in  a state  of  blockade, 

“ before  which  she  has  not  a single  ship  of  war,  and 
“ even  places  which  the  whole  British  force  would 
“ be  in.sufficient  to  blockade,  entire  coast  and  a 
“ whole  empire.” 

Neither  tlie  practice  of  Great  Britain  nor  the 
law  of  nations  has  ever  sanctioned  the  rule  now 
laid  down  by  France,  that  no  places  excepting  for- 
tresses in  a complete  state  of  investiture  can  be 
deemed  lawfully  blockaded  by  sea. 

If  such  a rule  were  to  be  admitted  it  would  be- 
come nearly  impracticable  for  Great  Britain  to 
attempt  the  blockade  of  any  port  of  the  continent, 
and  our  submission  to  this  perversion  of  the  law  of 
nations,  while  it  woidd  destroy  one  of  the  principal 
advantages  of  our  naval  superiority,  would  sacri- 
fice the  common  rights  and  interests  of  all  maritime 
states. 

It  was  evident  that  tlie  blockade  of  May,  1806, 
was  the  principal  pretended  justification  of  the  de- 
cree of  Berlin,  tliougii  nehher  the  principles  on 
which  that  blockade  was  founded,  nor  its  practical 
operation,  aiTorded  any  color  to  the  precedings  of 
France. 

In  point  of  date  tlie  blockade  of  May,  1806,  pre- 
ceded the  Berlin  decree ; but  it  was  a just  and  legal 
blockade  according  to  the  established  law  of  natioi  'S, 
because  it  was  intended  to  be  maintained  and  was 
actually  maintained  in  an  adequate  force  appointed  to 
guard  the  whole  coast  described  in  tlie  notification, 
and  consequently  to  enforce  the  blockade. 

Great  Britain  has  never  attempted  to  dispute  that 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law  of  nations,  no 
blockade  can  be  justifiable  or  valid  unless  it  be  sup- 
ported by  an  adequate  force  destined  to  maintain  it, 
and  to  expose  to  hazard  all  vessels  attempting  to  • 
evade  its  operation.  The  blockade  of  ISIay,  1806, 
was  notified  by  Mr.  secretary  Fox,  on  this  clear 
principle,  nor  was  that  blockade  announced  until 
he  had  satisfied  himself  by  a communication  with 
his  majesiy’s  boai’d  of  admiralty,  that  the  adraindty 
possessed  the  means  and  would  employ  them,  of 
watching  the  whole  coast  fTOm  Brest  to  the  Fdbc^ 
and  of  efiectually  enforcing  the  blockade. 

The  blockade  of  iNIay,  1806,  was  therefore  (ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  maintained  by  Great  Britain) 
just  and  lawful  in  its  origin,  because  if  was  sup- 
ported both  in  intention  and  fiict  by  an  adequate 
naval  force.  This  Was  the  justification  of  that 
blockade  until  the  period  of  time  when  the  orders 
in  council  were  issued. 

The  otxiers  in  council  were  founded  on  a distinct 
principle,  that  of  defensive  retaliatioiu  France 
had  declared  a blcckaile  of  all  the  ports  and  coasts 
of  Great  Britain,  and  her  dependencies,  without 
assigning,  or  being  able  to  assign  any  force  to  sup- 
port that  blockade.  Such  act  of  the  enemy  would 
have  justified  a declaration  of  the  blockad.e  of  the 
whole  coast  of  France,  even  without  the  application 
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»F  any  particular  force  to  that  service.  Smcc  the 
proraulg-ation  of  the  orders  m council  the  blockade 
of  Miiyi  1806,  has  been  sustained  and  extended  by 
the  more  conipreheiLsive  system  of  dctcnsive  retalia- 
tion on  which  those  reg-ulations  are  founded.  But 
if  the  orders  in  council  should  be  abrogated,  the 
blockade  of  May,  1806,  could  not  continue  under 
f)ur  construction  of  the  law  of  nations,  unless  that 
blockade  should  be  maintained  by  a due  application 
of  an  adequate  naval  force. 

America  appears  to  concur  with  France  m assert- 
ing that  (ireat  Britian  was  the  original  aggressor  in 
the  attack  on  neutral  rights,  and  has  pm-ticularly 
objectcnl  to  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  as  an  ob- 
vious instance  of  tliat  aggression  on  the  part  of 
Great  Eritiuii. 

Although  the  doctrines  of  the  Berlin  decree  re- 
specting the  rights  of  block;idc,  are  not  directly  as- 
serted by  the  American  governroent,  mr.  Pinkney’s 
correspondence  would  appear  to  countenance  the 
principles  on  which  those  doctrines  ai'e  founded — 
The  objection  directly  stated  by  America  against 
the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  rest  on  a supposition 
that  no  naval  force  wiiich  Great  Bntian  possessed, 
or  could  have  employed  for  such  a purpose,  could 
have  rendered  that  blockade  effectual,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  necessarily  irregular,  and  could  not 
possibly  be  maintained  in  conformity  to  the  law  of 
nations. 

Reviewing  the  course  of  this  statement,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  cannot  be 
deemed  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  e itlicr  under 
the  objections  urged  by  the  French,  or  under  tliose 
declared  or  insinuated  by  the  American  govern- 
ment, because  tliat  blockade  was  m.iintained  by  a 
'sufficient  naval  force ; that  the  decree  of  Berlin 
was  not  therefore  justified  either  under  the  pretexts 
alledged  by  France,  or  under  those  supported  by 
America,  that  the  orders  in  council  were  founded 
on  a just  principle  of  defensive  retaliation  against 
the  Violation  of  the  law  of  nations  committed  by 
France  in  the  decree  of  Berlin,  that  the  blockad* 
of  May  1806  is  now  included  in  the  more  extensive 
operation  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  lastly,  that 
the  orders  in  council  will  not  be  continued  beyond 
the  effectual  duration  of  the  hostile  decrees  of 
Frimce,  nor  will  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  conti- 
nue after  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  unless 
bis  majesty’s  government  shall  think  fit  to  sustain  it 
by  the  special  application  of  a sufficient  naval  force. 
This  fact  will  not  be  suffered  to  remain  in  doubt, 
and  if  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  should  take 
place,  the  intention  of  liis  majesty’s  g'overnment 
respecting  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  will  be  noti- 
fied at  the  same  time. 

I need  not  recapitulate  to  you  the  sentiments  of 
his  majesty’s  government  so  often  repeated  on  the 
subject  of  the  Frencb  Minister’s  note  to  gen.  Arm- 
sti-ong,  dated  the  6th  of  last  August.  The  stu- 
died ambiguity  of  that  note  lias  since  been  amply  ex- 
plained by  the  conduct  and  language  of  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  of  which  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able instances  is  to  be  found  in  the  speech  of  the 
cliief  ofthe  French  government  on  the  17th  of  last 
jnontli  to  certain  deputies  from  the  free  cities  o* 
Hamburg,  Bren^n  and  Lubeck,  w’herein  he  de- 
clares that  ilije  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  shall  be  the 
ublic  eode  of  France  as  long  as  England  maintains 
er  orders  in  council  of  1806  and  1807.  Thus  pro- 
nouncing as  plainly  as  language  will  admit  that  the 
system  of  violence  and  injustice  of  which  he  is  the 
founder,  will  be  maintained  by  him  until  the  defen- 
sive measures  of  retaliation  to  which  tliey  gave  rise 
oA^he  of  Great  Britain  shall  be  abandoned. 


If  other  proofs  were  necessary  to  shew  the  conti- 
nued existence  of  those  obnoxious  decrees,  they 
may  be  discovered  in  the  imp<M-iai  edict  dated  atFon- 
tainblcau,  in  October  19,  1810,  that  monstrous  pro- 
duction of  violence,  in  which  tluy  are  made  tlic 
basis  of  a system  of  general  and  um  xampled  tyran- 
ny and  oppression  over  all  countries  subject  to,  idli- 
ed  with,  or  within  reach  of  the  power  of  France  ; 
in  the  report  of  tlic  French  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fairs dated  last  December,  and  in  tlie  letter  of  the 
French  minister  of  justice  to  the  presulcnt  of  the. 
council  of  prizes.  To  this  letter,  sir,  I would  wisli 
particularly  to  invite  } our  attention  ; the  date  istl»e 
25th  December,  the  authority  it  comes  from  most 
unquestionable,  and  you  will  there  find,  sir,  the 
duke  of  Massa  in  giving  his  instructions  to  tl»c 
council  of  prizes  in  consequence  of  the  fM’esident  of 
the  United  States’  proclamation  of  November  o, 
most  cautiously  avoiding  to  assert  that  the  French 
dcci'ces  were  repealed,  and  ascribing  not  to  such  re- 
peal but  to  the  ambiguous  passage  whidilie  quotes 
at  length  from  2Mr.  Chamjiagny’s  letter  of  August  5, 
the  new  attitude  taken  by  America,  and  you  will 
also  find  on  evidence  m the  same  letter  of  the  conti- 
nued capture  of  American  ships  alter  November, 
and  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  having 
been  contemplated  by  the  French  government,  since 
there  is  a special  direction  given  for  judgment  on 
such  ships  being  suspended  in  consequence  of  tl.e 
American  proclamation,  and  for  their  being  kept  as 
pledges  for  its  Inforccment. 

Can  then,  sir,  these  decrees  be  said  to  have  been 
repealed  at  the  period  when  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  appeared,  cr  when 
America  enforcefl  her  non-importation  act  against 
Great  Britain  ? Are  they  so  at  this  moment  ? To  tlie 
first  question  the  state  papers  which  I have  referred 
to,  appear  to  give  a sufficient  answer.  For  evai 
supposing  that  the  repeal  has  since  taken  place,  it  is 
clear  tliat  on  November  the  3rd  there  was  no  ques- 
tion as  to  that  not  being  then  the  case  ; the  capture 
of  the  ship  Neiv-Orleans  Vacket  seized  at  Bordeaux, 
and  of  the  Grace  Ann  Green,  seized  at  or  carried  in- 
to Marseilles,  being  cases  arising  under  the  French 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  as  is  l ery  evident. — 
Great  Britain  might  therefore  complain  of  being- 
treated  with  injustice  by  America,  even  .supposing 
that  the  conduct  of  France  had  since  been  unequi- 
vocal. 

America  contends  that  tlie  French  decrees  are  re- 
voked as  it  respects  iier  ships  upon  the  liigh  seas, 
and  you,  sir,  inform  me  that  the  only  two  Ameri- 
can ships  taken  under  tlieir  maritime  operation  as 
you  are  pleased  to  tenn  it,  since  November  l,have 
been  restored ; but  may  not  they  have  been  re- 
stored in  consequence  of  the  satisfaction  felt  in 
France  at  the  passing  of  the  nonimportation  act, 
in  the  American  congress,  an  event  so  little  to  be 
expected  ; for  otherwise,  having  been  captured  m 
direct  contradiction  to  the  supposed  revocation, 
why  were  they  not  rcstoi-ed  immediately  ? 

The  fears  of  the  French  navy  however  prevent 
many  cases  of  the  kind  occurring  on  the  ocean  un- 
der the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  the  most 
obnoxious  and  destructive  parts  of  those  decrees 
are  exercised  with  full  violence  notonly  in  the  ports 
of  France,  but  in  those  of  all  other  countries  to 
which  France  thinks  site  can  commit  injustice  with 
impunity. 

Great  Britain  lias  a right  to  complain  that  neu- 
tral nations  should  overlook  the  very  worst  features 
of  those  extraordinaiy  acts,  and  should  sufier  their 
trade  to  be  made  a medium  of  an  unprecedented, 
violcnt_j  and  iponsU'ous  system  pf  attack  upon  her 
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resources,  a species  of  warfare  uiiattemptecl  by  any 
civilized  nation  before  the  present  period.  Not  only 
iias  America  suffered  her  trade  to  be  moulded  into 
the  means  of  annoyance  to  Great  Britain  under  the 
provisions  of  the  French  decrees,  but  a construing- 
those  decrees  as  extinct  upon  a deceitful  declara- 
tion of  the  French  cabinet,  she  has  enforced  her 
non-importation  act  ag-ainst  Great  Britain. 

Under  these  circumstances  I am  instructed  by 
my  g-overnment  to  urge  to  that  of  the  United  States 
the  injustice  of  thus  enforcing  that  act  against  his 
majesty’s  dominions,  and  I cannot  but  hope  that  a 
spirit  of  injustice  will  induce  the  United  States’  gov- 
ernment to  reconsider  the  line  of  conduct  they 
have  pursued,  and  at  least  to  re- establish  their 
fcrmer  state  of  strict  neutrality. 

I have  only  to  add,  sir,  that  on  my  part  I shall 
ever  be  ready  to  meet  you  on  any  opening  which 
may  seem  to  afford  a prospect  of  restoring  com- 
pleat  harmony  between  tJie  two  countries,  and 
that  it  will  at  all  times  give  me  the  greatest  satis- 
faction to  treat  with  you  on  the  important  concerns 
so  interesting  to  both.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  he 
AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  Hon.  James  JMonroe^  &c.  ^c.  &c. 

Mil,  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MUXROE. 

Washington^  Juli/  11,  1811. 

Sir,— In  consequence  of  our  conversation  of 
yesterda}',  and  the  observations  which  you  made 
respecting  that  part  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  3d 
instant,  wherein  I have  alluded  to  the  principle  on 
which  his  majesty’s  orders  in  council  were  origi- 
nally founded,  I think  it  right  to  explain  myself  in 
order  to  prevent  any  possible  mistake  as  to  the 
present  situation  of  neutral  trade  with  his  majesty’s 
enemies. 

It  v/ill  only  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  what 
has  already,  long  since,  been  announced  to  the 
American  government,  namely,  that  his  majesry’s 
orders  in  council  of  April  26,  1809,  superepded 
those  of  November,  1807,  and  relieved  the  system 
of  retaliation  adopted  by  his  majesty  against  his 
enemies  from  what  was  considered  in  this  country 
as  the  most  objectionable  part  of  it,  the  option 
given  to  neutrals  to  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  through  British  ports  on  payment  of  a 
transit  duty. 

This  explanation,  sir,  will,  I trust,  be  sufficient 
to  do  away  any  impressions  that  you  may  have  re- 
ceived to  the  contrary  from  my  observations  re- 
specting the  effects  which  his  majesty’s  orders  in 
council  originally  had  on  the  trade  of  neutral  na- 
tions. Those  observations  were  merely  meant  as 
preliminary  to  a consideration  of  the  question  now 
at  issue  between  the  two  countries. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consi- 
deration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant.  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

7'o  the  honorable  James  3Ionroe,  &c._ 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MtJNROE. 

Washington,  Jidy  14,  1811. 

Sir — His  majesty’s  packet  boat  having  been  so 
long  detained,  and  a fortnight  having  elapsed  since 
my  arrival  at  this  capital,  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent  will  necessarily  expect  that  I should 
have  to  transmit  to  his  royal  highness  some  ofheial 
eommunication  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  the  Ame- 
rican government  mean  to  pursue.  I trust  you 
will  excuse  me  therefore,  sir,  if  without  pressing 
for  a detailed  answer  to  my  note  of  the  third  instant, 

1 anxiously  desire  to  know  from  you  what  is  the 
president’s  dcteiTnination  witji  respect  to  suspcncj- 


ing  the  operation  of  the  late  act  of  congress  pro- 
hibiting all  importation  from  the  Bntisli  dominions 

I'liere  have  been  repeated  avowals  lately  made  bv 
the  government  of  France,  that  tlie  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  were  still  in  full  force,  and  the 
acts  of  tliat  government  have  corresponded  with 
those  avowals. 

Tlie  measures  of  retaliation  pursued  by  Great 
Britain  against  those  decrees  are  consequently  to 
the  great  regret  of  his  royal  hlglmesis  still  necessa- 
rily continued. 

I have  had  tlie  honor  to  state  to  you  tlie  light  in 
which  his  royal  highness,  the  prince  regent,  vewed 
the  proclamation  of  the  president  of  last  November, 
and  the  surprise  with  which  he  learnt  Use  subse- 
quent measures  of  Congress  against  the  British 
trade. 

American  ships  seized  under  his  majesty’s  order.s 
in  council,  even  after  that  proclamation  ajipeared, 
were  not  immediately  condemned,  because  it  was 
believed  that  the  insidious  professions  of  France 
might  have  led  the  American  government  and  the 
merchants  of  America  into  an  erroneous  construc- 
tion of  the  intentions  of  France. 

But  when  the  veil  was  thrown  aside,  and  the 
French  ruler  himself  avow'ed  the  continued  exist- 
ence of  his  invariable  system,  it  was  not  expected 
by  his  royal  liighness  that  America  would  have 
refused  to  retrace  the  steps  she  had  taken. 

Fresh  proofs  have  since  occurred  of  the  tcsoIc- 
tion  of  tlie  French  government  to  cast  away  all 
consideration  of  the  rights  of  nations  in  the  un- 
precedented ivarfare  the}'^^  liavc  adopted. 

Americli,  however,  still  persists  in  her  injurious 
measures  against  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  royal  highness  has  in  ''onsequence  been 
obliged  to  look  to  means  of  retaliation  against 
those  measures  which  his  royal  highness  cannot 
but  consider  as  most  unjustifiable- 

How  desirable  would  it  not  be,  sir,  if  a stop  could 
b^e  put  to  any  material  progTess  in  such  a system  of 
retaliation,  which,  from  step  to  step  may  lead  to  tlie 
most  unfriendly  situation  betv.^een  the  two  counti'ic.^  ? 

His  majesty’s  government  will  necessarily  be- 
guided  in  a great  degree  by  the  contents  of  ni}'  first 
dispatches  as  to  the  conduct  they  must  adopt  to- 
wards America. 

Allow  me  then,  sir,  to  repeat  my  request  to  learn 
from  you  whether  I may  not  convey  to  his  royal 
highness  what  1 know  would  be  most  grateful  to  his 
royal  highness’  feelings,  namely  the  liope  that  lie 
may  be  enabled  by  the  speedy  return  of  America 
from  her  unfriendly  attitude  towards  Great  Britain, 
to  forget  altogetlier  that  he  ever  was  obliged  to  have 
any  other  object  in  view  besides  that  of  endeavoring 
to  promote  the  best  understanding  possible  lietwecu 
the  twm  countries. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consi- 
deration, sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

The  honorable  James  JHonroe,  &c.  &c.&c. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MOXROE. 

Washington,  .Tvly  16,  1811. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  which 
you  addressed  to  me  under  yesterday’s  date  request- 
ing an  explanation  from  me,  in  consequence  of  my 
letters  of  the  3d  and  14th  instant,  of  the  pi-ecise  ex- 
tent in  Avhich  a repeal  of  the  French  decrees  is  by 
his  majesty’s  g'overnment  made  a condition  of  the 
repeal  of  the  British  orders,  and  particularly  whe- 
ther the  condition  embraces  the  seizure  of  vessel^i 
and  merchandize  entering  French  ports  in  contra- 
vention of  Fi’each  regulations,  as  ^Ycll  as  the  cap 
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tiU'C  on  the  high  seas,  of  neutral  vessels  and  their' 
cargoes,  on  the  mere  allegation  that  they  are  bound 
to  or  from  British  ports,  or  that  they  have  on  board 
Bmish  productions  or  manufactures  ; as  also,  stat- 
ing diat  in  your  view  of  the  French  decrees,  they 
comprise  reguiations  essentially  diflerent  in  their 
jonnciples,  some  of  them  violating  the  neutral  rights 
of  the  United  States,  others  operating  against 
Great  Bz-itain,  witliout  any  such  violation. 

You  will  permit  me,  sii*,  for  tlie  purpose  of  an- 
swering your  questions  as  clearly  and  concisely  as 
possible,  to  bring  into  view  the  French  decrees 
themselves,  together  with  the  official  declaration 
of  the  Fi’ench  minister  which  accompanied  them. 

In  the  body  of  those  decrees,  and  in  the  decLara- 
tions  alluded  to,  you  will  find,  sir,  express  avow- 
als that  the  principles  on  which  they  were  founded, 
and  the  pi*ovisions  contained  in  them,  are  wholly 
jzew,  unprecedented,  and  in  dii’cct  contradiction  to 
all  ideas  of  justice  and  the  pi'inciples  and  usages 
of  all  civilized  nations. 

The  Frencli  government  did  not  pretend  to  say 
that  any  one  of  the  regulations  contained  in  those 
decrees  was  a regulation  which  France  had  ever 
been  in  the  pi-evious  practice  of. 

They  were  consequenth'  to  be  considered,  and 
wei*e  indeed  allowed  by  France  herself  to  be,  all  of 
them,  parts  of  a new  system  of  waidlirc,  unautho- 
rised by  the  established  laws  of  nations. 

It  is  in  this  light  in  which  Finance  herself  has 
placed  her  deci'ces,  tliat  Gi’eat  Britain  is  obliged  to 
consider  them. 

The  submission  of  neutrals  to  any  regulations 
made  by  France,  authorised  by  tlie  laws  of  nations 
and  practised  in  former  wars,  wnll  never  be  com- 
plained of  by  Great  Bi’itain;  but  the  regulations  of 
the  Berlin  zind  Milan  decrees  do,  and  ai*e  declared 
to  violate  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals, for  the  pui’jzose  of  attacking  through  them 
the  resoui-ces  of  Gi'cat  Britain.  The  ruler  of 
Ih’ance  has  drawn  no  distinction  between  any  of 
them,  nor  lias  he  declared  the  cessation  of  aii}^  one 
of  them  m tlie  speech  which  he  so  lately  addressed 
to  the  deputation  from  the  free  imperial  llanse 
Towns,  which  was  on  the  contraiy  a confirmation 
of  them  all. 

Not  until  tlie  Fi’ench  decrees  thercfoi’e  shall  be 
effectually  repealed,  and  thereby  neutral  commerce 
be  restored  to  the  situation  in  wliich  it  stood  previ- 
ously to  their  promulgation,  can  liis  royal  highness 
conceive  himself  justified,  consistently  with  what 
heowes  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  Great  Britain, 
in  foregoing  the  just  measures  of  retaliation,  which 
hi«  mr.jesty  in  his  defence  was  necessitated  to  adopt 
against  them. 

I trust,  sii’,  that  this  explanation  in  answer  to 
your  enquiries  will  be  considei'ed  by  you  sufficiently 
satisfactory ; should  you  I’equire  any  further,  and 
which  it  may  he  in  my  pow'er  to  give,  I shall  with 
the  gTcatcst  cheerfulness  afford  it. 

I sincci’ely  hmpe,  however,  that  no  further 
delay  will  be  thought  necessary  by  the  president 
in  restoring  the  i-elations  of  amity  which  should 
ever  subsist  between  the  United  States  and 
(ri’eat  Britain,  as  the  delusions  attempted  by  the 
govei’ninent  of  France  have  now  been  made  mani- 
fest, aizd  the  perfidious  plans  of  its  ruler  exposed ; 
by  whicly  while  he  adds  to  aiid  aggravates  his  sys- 
tem of  violence  against  neutral  trade,  he  endeavors 
to  throw  all  the  odium  of  his  acts  upon  Great  Bri- 
tain with  a view  to  engender  discord  between  the 
central  countries,  and  the  only  power  which  stands 
up  as  a bulwark  against  his  efforts  at  universal 
tyranny  and  oppi’cssion. 


Excuse  me,  sir,  if  I express  my  wish  as  early  as 
possible  to  di^atch  his  majesty’s  packet  boat  witli 
the  result  of  our  communications,  as  his  majesty’s 
govei’iiment  W'ill  necessarily  be  most  anXiOus  to 
iiear  fi’om  me-  Any  shoi’t  period  of  time,  howevci-, 
which  may  appear  to  you  to  be  reasonable,  1 will 
not  hesitate  to  detain  her. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tlie  highest  conside- 
ration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
sei’vant.  AUG.  .1.  FOSTER. 

2'o  i/ie  honorable  James  Monroe^  &c.^c.  &c. 

zun.  MoxnoF.  to  3ik.  foster, 
jyepartment  of  State,  e)lay  23,  1811. 

Sir — I havo  transmitted  to  the  president  your 
several  letters  of  the  3d  and  16th  of  tliis  month  re- 
lative to  the  British  orders  in  council  and  the  block- 
ade of  INIay  1806,  and  I have  now  the  honor  to 
communicate  to  you  his  sentiments  on  the  view 
ivhich  you  have  presented  of  those  measures  of 
your  government. 

It  was  hoped  that  your  communication  would.' 
have  led  to  an  immediate  accommodation  of  the  dif- 
ferences subsisting  between  our  countries,  on  the 
ground,  on  which  alone  it  is  possible  to  meet  you. 
it  is  regretted  that  you  have  confined  yourself  f o a 
vindication  of  the  measures  which  produced  some 
of  them. 

The  United  States  are  as  little  disposed  now  as 
heretofore  to  enter  into  the  question  concerning  the 
priority  of  aggression  by  the  two  belligerents,  which 
could  not  be  justified  by  either,  by  the  priority  of 
those  of  the  other.  But  as  you  bring  forward  that 
pica  in  support  of  the  orders  in  council,  I must  be 
permitted  to  remark  that  you  have  }ourself  fur- 
nished a conclusive  answer  to  it,  by  admitting  that 
the  blockade  of  May  1806,  which  was  prior  to  the 
fir.st  of  the  French  decrees,  would  not  he  legal, 
unless  supported  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
coast,  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  by  an  adecjuate 
naval  force.  That  such  a naval  force  was  actually 
applied  and  continued  in  the  requisite  slrictnc.Ts 
uutil  tlzat  blockade  was  comprised  in  and  superced- 
ed by  the  orders  of  November  of  the  followimz;  year, 
or  even  until  the  French  decree  of  the  same  yeaf^ 
will  not  I presume  be  allcdg’ed. 

But  waving  this  question  of  priority,  can  it  be 
.seen  without  both  surprise  and  regret,  that  it  is  still 
contended,  that  tlie  orders  in  council  are  justified 
by  tlie  pi’iiiciple  of  Z’etaliation,  and  that  this  princi- 
ple is  strenghtened  by  the  inaiillity  of  France  to 
inforce  her  decrees.  A retaliation  is  in  its  name, 
and  its  essential  character,  a returning,  hke  for 
like.  Is  the  deadly  blow  of  tlzc  orders  in  council 
against  one  half  of  our  commerce,  a return  of  like 
for  like  to  an  empty  threat  in  the  French  decrees, 
against  the  other  half?  It  may  be  a vindicative  hos- 
tility, as  far  as  its  efiects  falls  on  the  enemy.  But 
when  falling  on  a neutral  who  on  no  pretext  can  be 
liable  for  more  than  the  measure  of  ii  jury  received 
through  such  neutral  it  would  not  be  a retaliation, 
hut  a positive  wrong,  by  the  plea  on  \vh  :li  it  is 
founded. 

It  is  to  be  further  remarked  that  the  orders  in 
council  went  cvr\  beyond  the  plea,  s’uch  as  this  has 
appeared  to  be,  in  extending  its  operations  against 
the  trade  of  the  United  States,  with  nations  Mdiich, 
like  Russia,  had  not  adopted  the  French  decrees, 
and  with  all  nations  which  had  merely  excluded  the 
British  flag ; an  exclusion  resulting  as  matter  of 
course  with  respect  to  whatever  nation  Great  Bri- 
tain might  happen  to  be  at  war. 

I am  far  from  viewing  the  modification  originally 
contained  iu  these  orders,  tvhich  permits  neutrals  ih 
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prosecute  tlieir  trade  with  the  Continent,  through 
Great  Britain,  in  tlie  favorable  light  in  which  you 
represent  it.  It  is  impossible  to  proceed  to  notice 
the  edect  of  tliis  modification  without  expressing 
our  astonishment  at  the  extravagance  of  the  politi- 
cal pretension  set  up  by  it : a pretension  which  is 
utterly  imcompatible  with  tlic  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  other  states.  In  a commercial  view  it 
is  not  less  objectionable  as  it  cannot  fail  to  prove 
destructive  to  neutral  commerce.  As  an  enemy, 
Great  Britain  cannot  trade  with  France.  Nor  does 
France  permit  a neutral  to  come  into  her  ports 
from  Great  Britain.  Tiie  attempt  of  Great  Britain 
to  force  our  trade  through  her  ports;  Avould  have 
therefoi’e  the  commercial  effect  of  depriviiig  the 
United  States  altogether  of  tlie  market  of  her  enemy 
for  their  prodnetions,  and  of  destroying  their  value 
in  her  market  by  a surcharge  of  it.  Heretofore  it 
has  been  the  usage  of  belligerent  nations  to  carry 
on  their  trade  tlirotigh  the  intervention  of  neutrals  ; 
and  this  had  the  beneficial  effect  of  extending  to 
the  former  the  advantages  of  peace,  while  suffering 
under  the  calamities  of  war.  To  I’e verse  the  rule, 
and  to  extend  to  nations  at  peace  the  calamities  of 
war,  is  a chang'e  as  novel  and  extr.aordinary  as  it  is 
£it  variance  w'ith  justice  and  public  law. 


the  I’evocation  of  her  edicts.  I will  proceed  to  shew 
that  the  obligation  on  Great  Britain  to  re\x)ke  her 
orders  is  complete,  according  to  her  ov.m  engvage- 
inents,  and  that  the  revocation  ought  not  to  be  lon- 
ger delayed. 

By  the  act  of  May  1st  1810,  it  is  provided,  “ That 
if  either  Great  Britain  or  France  should  cease  to 
violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
which  fact  the  president  should  declare  by  procla-. 
mation,  and  the  otlier  party  should  not  within  threo 
months  thereafter  revoke  or  modify  its  ediets  in  like 
manner,  that  then  certain  sections  in  a former  act 
interdicting  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Fi  ance  and 
their  dependencies,  shor.ld  from  and  af  ter  the  expi- 
ration of  tliree  months  from  the  date  of  the  procla- 
mation, be  revived  and  have  full  force  agamst  the 
former,  its  colonies  and  dependencies,  and  agamst 
all  articles  the  grqwth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  same.” 

The  Violations  of  neutral  commerce  alluded  to  in 
this  act  w^ere  such  as  were  committed  on  the  high 
seas.  It  v/as  in  the  trade  between  the  United  Stati-s 
and  the  British  dominions,  that  France  had  violai'  d 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States  by  her  blocka- 
ding edicts.  It  Avas  wuth  the  trade  of  France  and  her 


Against  this  unjust  system,  the  United  States  en- 
tered, at  an  early  period,  their  solemn  protest:—: 
They  considered  it  their  duty  to  evince  to  the  w'orid 
their  higli  disapprobation  of  it,  and  they  have  done 
so  by  such  acts  as  were  deemed  most  consistent 
with  the  riglvts  and  the  policy  of  the  nation.  Re- 
mote from  the  contentious  scene  W'hich  desolates 
Lurope,  it  has  been  their  uniform  object  to  avoid 
becoming  a party  to  the  war.  With  tliis  view  they 
have  endeavored  to  cultivate  friendship  with  both 
parties  by  a sv'stem  of  conduct  which  ought  to  have 
produced  that  effect.  They  have  done  justice  to 
each  party  In  every  transaction  in  which  they  have 
been  separately  engaged  with  it.  They  have  observ- 
ed the  impartiality  which  was  due  to  both  as  belli- 
gerents standing  on  equal  ground,  having  in  no 
instance  given  a preference  to  either  at  the  expence 
of  the  othci . They  have  borne  too  with  equal  in- 
dulgence injuries  from  both,  being  willing  wlfde 
it  was  possible  to  impute  them  to  casualties  insepa- 
rable from  a cause  of  war,  and  not  to  a deliberate 
intention  to  violate  their  rights,  and  even\\'hen  that 
Intention  could  not  be  mistaken,  tliey  have  not  lost 
sight  of  the  ultimate  object  of  their  policy.  In  the 
measures  to  which  they  liave  been  compelled  to  re- 
sort, they  have  in  all  respects  maintained  pacific  re- 
lations with  both  parties.  The  alternative  present- 
ed. by  their  k^te  acts,  was  offered  equally  to  both,  and 
could  operate  on  neither,  no  longer  than  it  should 
persevere  in  its  aggressions  on  our  neutral  rights. 
The  embargo  and  non-intercourse,  were  peaceful 
measures-  The  regulations  which  they  imposed  on 
ouii' trade  were  such  as  any  nation  might  adopt  in 
peace  or  w.ar,  without  offence  to  any  other  nation. 
I'he  ncn-inqxirtation  is  of  the  same  character,  and 
if  It  makes  a distinction  at  this  time,  in  its  operation 
between  the  fjeliigerents,  it  necessarily  results  from 
a compliance  of  one  with  the  offer  made  to  both,  and 
which  is  still  open  to  the  compliance  of  the  other. 

In  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  on  the 
subject  of  tlie  orders  in  council  and  blockade  of  May 
1806,  the  British  government  in  conformity  to  the 
principle  on  which  the  orders  in  council  are  said  to 
be  founded,  declared  that  the)'  should  cease  to  ope- 
rate as  soon  as  France  revoked  her  edicts.  It  was 
stated  also,  that  the  British  government  * ould  pro- 
ceedpassu,  with  the  gove2-»‘-f  ' ..of  I’rancc,  in 


allies  that  Great  Britain  had  committed  simdar  -suo- 
lations  by  similar  edicts.  It  was  the  revocation  of 
those  edicts,  so  far  as  they  committed  such  vio- 
lations, whicli  the  United  States  had  in  view,  when 
tliey  passed  the  law  of  May  1st  1810.  On  the  5th 
August  1810,  the  French  minister  of  foreign  aftrbr.s 
addressed  a note  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  informing  him  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked,  tlie  revo- 
cation to  take  effect  on  the  first  of  November 
following  : that  the  measure  had  been  taken  by  his 
government  in  confidence  that  the  British  govern- 
ment would  revoke  its  orders  and  renounce,  its  new. 
principles  of  blockade,  or  that  the  United  States 
would  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  conforma- 
bly to  the  act  of  May  1st,  1810. 

This  measure  of  tlic  Freudi  government  was 
founded  on  the  law  of  May  l.st,  1810,  as  is  expressly 
declared  in  the  letter  of  the  duke  of  Cadore  annoiu>. 
qing  it.  The  edicts  of  Great  Britain,  tlie  revocation  of 
v/liicli  were  expected  by  France,  were  tliose  alluded 
to  in  that  act : and  the  means  by  which  the  United 
States  should  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  in 
case  Great  Britain  should  not  revoke  her  edicts, 
were  likewise  to  be  found  in  the  same  act.  They 
consisted  iTicrely  in  the  enforcement  of  the  non- 
importation act  ag'ainst  Great  Britain,  in  that  iin- 
expected  and  improbable  conting'ency. 

The  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  which  announced 
the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees  was  commu- 
nicated to  tliis  government,  in  consequence  of  wlilck 
the  president  issued  a proclamation  on  the  2nd  of 
November,  the  day  after  that  on  which  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees  was  to  take  effect,  in  which  he 
declared,  that  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act 
of  May  1st,  IvS  10,  should  cease  and  be  discontinued 
in  relation  to  France  and  her  dependencie.s.  It  was 
a necessary  consequence  of  this  proclamation  also, 
that  if  Great  Britain  did  not  revoke  her  edicts,  the 
non-importation  v/ould  operate  on  her  at  the  end  of 
three  months.  Tliis  actually  took  place.  Shq  de- 
clined the  revocation,  and  on  the  2d  of  February 
last,  that  law  took  effect.  In  confirmation  of  the 
proclamation  an  act  of  congress  was  passed  on  tlie 
2d  of  March  following. 

Great  Britain  still  declines  to  revoke  her  edicts  on. 
the  pretension  that  I'rance  has  not  revoh(id  hers 
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under  that  impression  she  infers  that  the  United 
States  have  done  her  injustice  by  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  non-importation  against  her. 

The  United  States  maintain  that  France  has  re- 
voked her  edicts  so  far  as  they  violated  their  neutral 
rights,  and  were  contemplated  by  the  law  of  Mav 
1st,  1810,  and  have  on  tliat  ground  pai'ticularly 
claimed  and  do  . expect  of  Great  Britain  a similar 
revocation. 

The  revocation  announced  officially  by  the  French 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  on  the  5th  of 
August,  1810,  was  in  itself  sufficient  to  justify 
the  claim  of  tlie  United  States  to  a correspondent 
measure  from  Great  Britain.  She  had  declared 
that  she  would  proceed  paii.  passri  in  the  repeal 
with  France,  and  the  day  being  fixed  when  the.  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees  should  take  effect,  it 
was  reasonable  to  conclude  that  Great  Britain 
would  fix  the  same  day  for  the  repeal  of  her  orders. 
Had  this  been  done  the  proclamation  of  the  president 
Would  have  announced  the  revocation  of  the  edicts 
of  both  powers  at  the  same  time,  and  m consequence 
thereof  the  non-importation  would  have  gone  into 
operation  against  neither.  Such  too  is  tue  natural 
course  of  proceeding  in  transactions  between  inde- 
pendent states  ; and  such  the  conduct  which  they 
generally  observe  towards  each  other.  In  all  com- 
pacts between  nations  it  is  the  duty  of  each  to  per- 
form what  it  stipulates,  and  to  presume  on  the  good 
faith  of  the  otter,  for  a like  performance.  The 
United  States  having  made  a proposal  to  both  belli- 
gerents were  bound  to  accept  a compliance  from 
cither,  and  it  was  no  objection  to  the  French  com- 
pliance, that  it  was  in  a form  to  take  effect  at  a fu- 
ture day,  that  being  a form  not  unusual  inlaws  and 
other  public  acts!  Even  when  nations  ai*e  at  war 
and  make  peace,  this  obligation  of  mutual  confi- 
dence exists,  and  is  respected.  In  treaties  of  com- 
merce, by  which  their  future  intercourse  is  to  be 
governed,  the  obligation  is  the  same.  If  distrust 
and  jealousy  are  allowed  to  prevail,  the  moral  tic 
which  binds  nations  togetlier  in  all  their  relations, 
ip  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  is  broken. 

What  would  Great  Britain  have  hazarded  by  a 
prompt  compliance  in  the  manner  suggested  ? She 
had  declared  that  she  had  adopted  the  restraints  im- 
posed by  her  orders  in  council  with  reluctance,  be- 
cause of  their  distressing  effect  on  neutral  powers. 
Here  then  w as  a favourable  opportunity  presented 
to  her,  to  withdraw  from  that  measure  with  lionor, 
foe  the  conduct  of  France  afterwards  what  it  might. 
Had  Great  Britain  revoked  her  orders,  and  France 
failed  to  fulfil  her  engagement,  she  would  have 
gained  credit  at  the  expence  of  France,  and  could 
have  sustained  no  injurv  by  it,  becau.se  the  failure 
of  France  to  maintain  her  faith  would  have  repla- 
ced Great  Britain  at  tlie  point  from  w^hich  she  had 
departed.  To  say  that  a disappoii'.ted  reliance  on 
the  good  faith  oflier  enemy,  WT.uldhavc  rcin’oached 
her  foresight,  woiild  be  to  set  a higher  value  on  that 
quality  thain  on  consistency  and  good  faith,  and 
would'  sacrifice  to  a mere  sus])icion  towards  an  ene- 
my the  plain  obligations  of  justice  towards  a friendly 
power. 

Great  Britain  lias  declined  proceeding  pari  parm 
with  Prance  in  the  revocation  of  their  respective 
edicts.  She  has  held  aloof  and  claims  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  proof  no't  only  that  France  has  revoked 
her  deorees,  but  that  she  continues  to  act  in  com- 
formity  witli  the  revocation. 

To  shew  that  the  repeal  is  respected  rt  is  deemed 
sufficient  to  state  that  Hot  one  vessel  haS;  been  con- 
demned  by  French  tribunals,  on  the  principles  of 

Voi.  1 


those  decrees,  since  the  1st  of  November  last.  Tb« 
New-Orleans  Packet  from  Gibraltar  to  Bordeaux 
was  detained  but  never  condemned.  The  Gracfe 
Ann  Green,  from  the  same  British  port,  to  Mar- 
seilles, was  likewise  detained  but  was  afterwards  de- 
livered up  imconditionHlly  to  the  owner,  as  was  such 
part  of  the  cargo  of  the  New-Orleans  Packet  as  con- 
sisted of  the  produce  of  the  United  States.  Both 
these  vessels  proceeding  from  a British  port,  carri- 
ed cargoes,  some  articles  of  which  in  each,  w’ere 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  France,  or  admissible  by 
the  sanction  of  the  government  alone.  It  does  not 
appear  that  their  detention  was  imputable  to  any 
other  cause.  If  imputable  to  the  circumstance  of 
passing  from  a British  to  a French  port,  or  on  ac- 
count of  any  part  ol‘  their  cargoes,  it  affords  no 
cause  of  complaint  to  Great  Britain,  as  a violation 
of  our  neutral  rights.  No  such  cause  would  be  af- 
forded, even  in  a case  of  condemnation.  The  right 
of  complaint,  would  have  belonged  to  the  United 
States. 

In  denying  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  so  far 
as  it  is  a proper  subject  of  discussion  between  us,  it 
might  reasonably  be  expected  that  you  would  pro- 
duce some  examples  of  vessels  taken  at  sea,  in 
voyages  to  British  ports,  or  on  their  return  home, 
and  condemned  under  them,,  by  a French  tribunal 
None  such  has  been  afforded  by  you.  None  such 
are  known  to  this  goveimment 

You  urge  only  as  an  evidence  that  the  decrees 
are  notrepealecl,  the  speech  of  the  emperor  of  France 
to  the  deputies  from  the  free  cities  of  Hamburg, 
Bremen  and  Lubeck  ; the  imperial  edict  dated  at 
Fontainbleau  on  the  19th . October  1810  ; the  re- 
port of  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs  dated 
in  December  last,  and  a letter  of  the  minister  of  jus- 
tice to  the  president  of  council  of  prizes  of  the 
25th  of  that  month. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  first  of  these  papers  incom- 
patible with  the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  in  re- 
spect to  the  United  States.  It  is  distinctly  declared 
by  the  emperor  in  his  speech  to  the  deputies  of  the 
Hanse  '1  owns,  that  the  blockade  of  the  British  Is- 
lands shall  cease  Wlien  the  British  blockades  cease  ; 
and  that  the  French  blockade  shall  cease  in  favor  of 
those  nations  in  whose  favor  Great  Britain  revokes 
hers,  Or  who  support  their  rights  against  her  pre- 
tension, as  France  admits  the  United  States  will  do 
by  cnfoi'cing  the  non-importation  act.  The  same 
sentiment  is  expressed  in  the  report  of  the  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affair.s.  The  decree  of  Fontainbleau 
having  no  effect  On  the  high  seas,  cannot  be  brought 
into  this  disciift/ion.  It  evidently  has  no  connection 
witli  neutrfff rights.  The  letter  from  the  minister  of 
justice,  to  the  president  of  the  council  of  prizes,  is 
of  a different  character.  It  relates  in  direct  terms 
to  this  subject,  but  not  in  the  sense  in  which  you 
understand  It.  After  reciting  the  note  from  ths 
duke  of  Caclore  of  the  5th  o/  August  last,  to  the 
American  minister  at  Paris,  which  announced  the 
repeal  cf  tlie  French  decrees,  and  the  pi'oclamation- 
of  the  President  in  consequence  of  it,  it  states  that 
all  cau.scs  arising  under  these  decrees  after  the  l.st  of 
November,  which  were,  tlien  before  the  court j or 
might  afterwards  be  brought  before  it,  should  notba 
judged  by  the  principles  of  the  decrees,  but  be  sus- 
pended until  the  2d  of  February,  when  the  United 
States  having  fulfilled  their  engagement,  the  cap- 
tures should  be  declared  void,  and  the  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  delivered  up.  to  their  owners.  Tliis 
paper  appears  to  afford  an  irnequi^'ocal  evidence  of 
the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  so. far  as  relates  to  the^ 
United  States.  By  instructing  tlie  French  tr-bunal 
to  make  no  decision  till  the  2d  of  Febuary,  and  then 
. L2. 
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to  restore  ilic  property  to  the  owners,  on  a particular 
event  which  has  happened,  all  cause  of  doubt  on  that 
point  seems  to  be  removed.  The  United  States  may 
justly  complain  of  delaying  the  restitution  of  the  pro- 
perty, but  that  is  an  injury  which  affects  them  only. 
Creat  Britain  has  no  right  to  complain^  of  it.  She 
was  interested  only  in  the  revocation  of  the  decrees 
by  which  neutral  rights  tvould  be  secured  from  fu- 
ture violation  ; or  if  she  had  been  interested  in  the 
delay  it  would  have  afforded  no  pretext  for  ipore  than 
a delay  in  repealing  her  orders,  till  the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary. From  that  day  at  farthest  the  French  decrees 
would  cease.  At  the  same  day  ought  her  orders  to 
have  ceased.  I might  add  to  this  statement,  that 
every  communication  received  from  the  French  go- 
vernment, either  through  our  representatives  th  ere, 
or  its  representatives  here,  are  in  accord  with  the 
actual  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  in  re- 
lation to  the  neutral  compierce  of  the  United  States. 
JBut  it  will  suffice  to  remark  that  the  best,  and  only, 
adequate  evidence  of  their  ceasing  to  operate,  is  the 
defect  of  evidence  that  they  do  operate.  It  is  a case 
where  the  want  of  proof  against  the  fulfilmKjnt  of  a 
pledge  is  proof  of  its  fulfilment.  Every  case  occur- 
ring," to  which,  if  the  decrees  were  in  force,  they 
would  be  applied,  and  to  which  they  are  npt  applied, 
5 s a prqof  that  they  are  not  in  force.  And  if  these 
proofs  have  not  been  more  multiplied,  I need  not 


neutral.  When  advanced  in  favor  of  an  eiKiny,?':. 
would  be  the  jnost  preposterous  and  extravagant 
claim  ever  heard  of.  Every  power  when  not  re- 
strained by  ti’eaty,  has  a right  to  regulate  its  trade 
with  other  nations,  in  such  manner  as  it  finds  most 
consistent  with  its  interests  ; to  admit,  and  on  its 
own  conditions,  or  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
such  articles  as  are  necessary  to  supply  the  wants, 
or  encourage  the  industry  of  its  people.  In  what 
light  would  Great  Britain  view  an  application  from 
the  United  States  for  the  repeal  of  right  of  any  act 
of  her  parliament,  which  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  any  article  from  the  United  States,  such  as 
their  fish  or  their  oil  ? Or  which  claimed  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  duty  on  any  other,  such  as  their  to- 
bacco on  which  so  great  a revenue  is  raised  ? In 
what  light  woidd  she  view  a similar  application 
made  at  the  instance  of  France,  for  the  importa- 
tion into  England,  of  any  article  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  that  power  which  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  British  government  to  prohibit. 

If  delays  have  taken  place  in  the  restitution  of 
American  property,  and  in  placing  the  American 
commerce  in  the  ports  of  3‘’rance  on  a fair  and 
satisfactory  basis,  they  involve  questions,  as  had 
already  been  observed,  in  which  the  United  States 
alone  are  interested.  As  they  do  not  violate  the 
revocation  by  France,  of  her  edicts,  they  cannot 


remind  you  that  a cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  nuraer-  impair  the  obligation  of  Great  Britain  to  revoke  hers, 
ous  captures  under  your  orders  in  council,  which  nor  qhange  the  epoch  at  which  the  revocation  ought 
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continue  to  evince  the  rigor  with  which  they  are  en- 
forced after  a fail\ire  of  the  basis  on  which,  they 
were  suppossed  to  rest. 

But  Great  Britain  contends,  as  appears  hy  your 
last  letters,  that  she  ought  not  to  revoke  her  orders 
in  council,  until  the  commerce  of  the  continent  is 
restored  to  the  state  in  which  it  stood  before  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  were  issued;  until  the  Fi’ench 
decrees  are  repealed  not  only  as  to  the  United  States, 
but  so  as  to  permit  Great  Britain  to^  trade  with  the 
continent.  Is  it  tlien  meant  that  Great  Britain 
should  be  alloAved  to  trade  with  all  the  powers  with 
whom  she  traded  at  that  epoch  ? Since  that  time 
Prance  has  extended  her  conquests  to  the  north  and 
raised  enemies  ag'ainst  Great  Britain,  where  she 
then  had  friends.  Is  it  proposed  to  trade  with  them 
notwithstanding  the  change  in  their  situation  ? 
PetAvecn  the  enemies  of  one  date  and  tliose  of  anoth- 
er, no  discrimination  can  be  made.  There  is  none  in 
j'eason  nor  can  there  be  any,  of  right,  in  practice 


to  have  taken  place  Had  that  duly  followed,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  those  circumstances,  irre- 
lative as  they  are,  which  have  excited  doubt  in  the 
British  government  of  the  practical  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees,  miglit  not  have  occured. 

Every  view  which  can  be  taken  of  this  subject  in- 
creases the  painful  surprise  at  the  innovations  on 
all  the  principles  and  usages  heretofore  observed, 
wliicli  are  so  unreservedly  contended  for.  in  your 
letters  of  the  3d  and  16th  inst.  and  which,  if  per- 
sisted in  by  5^our  government,  present  sucli  an  ob- 
stacle to  tlic  wishes  of  the  United  States,  for  a re- 
moval of  the  difficulties  which  haA'e  been  connect- 
ed with  the  orders  in  council.  It  is  the  interest  of 
belligerents  to  mitigate  tlie  calamities  of  war,  and 
neutral  powers  possess  ample  means  to  promote 
that  object,  ])rovided  they  sustain  with  impartiality 
and  firmness,  the  dlgnit3»^of  tlieir  station.  If  belli- 
gerents expect  advantages  from  neutrals,  they 
sViouid  leave  tiieral  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  tlieir 
Or  do  you  maintain  the  g’cneral  principle  and  con-  j rights.  The  present  war  has  been  oppressive  be 
:>u gilt  to  trade  with  France  vend  exami 


lend  that  Great  Britain  our 


example,  by  its  duration,  and  by  the  desolation 


and  her  allies  ? Between  enemies  there  can  be  no  it  has  spread  throughout  Europe.  It  is  highly  im- 
eommerce.  The  vessels  of  either  taken  by  the  portant  that  it  should  assume,  at  least,  a milder  eba- 


other  are  liable  to  confiscation  and  arc  always  con 
fiscated.  The  number  of  enemies  or  extent  of 
country  which  tliey  occupy,  cannot  affect  tlie 
question.  The  laws  of  war  govern  the  relation 
which  subsists  between  them,  wliicli  especially  if 
the  circumstances  under  consideration  are  ipvaria- 
ble.  They  were  the  same  in  times  the  most  remote 
thit  they  now  are.  Even  if  peace  Viad  taken  place 
between  Great  Britain  and  tlu*  powers  of  the  con- 
tinent, she  could  not  tr.ade  with  them  witliout  their 
consent.  Or  does  Great  Britain  contend,  that 
the  United  States  as  a neutral  power,  ought  to  open 
the  continent  to  her  commerce,  on  such  terms  as 
she  m.ay  designate  On  what  principle  can  she  set 
np  such  a claim  No  example  of  it  can  be  found 
5n  the  history  of  pa.st  avar.s,  nor  is  it  founded  in  any 
recognized  principle  of  war,  or  in  any  semiffance 


racter.  By  the  revocation  of  the  French  edicts,  so 
far  as  they  respected  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  some  advance  is  made  towards  that 
desirable,  and  consoling  result.  Let  Great  Britain 
ibliow  the'  example.  The  ground  tlnis  gained  will 
soon  be  enlarged, • by  the  concurring  and  pressing 
interests  of  all  parties,  and  whatever  is  gained, 
will  accrue-'i^q  th-e  advantage  of  afflicted  humanity. 

I proccej^llq  notice  another  part  of  yoiu’  letter  of 
the  3d  inst^jhich  is  viewed  in  a more  favorable 
light.  The/p;:esidcnt  has  received  with  great  sa- 
tisfaction theconimnnication,  th.at  should  the  orders 
in  council  offtSOT  be  revoked,  the  blockade  of  May, 
of  the  pj‘ece;ding  year,  would  cease  with  them,  and 
that  any  blockade  which  should  afterwards  be  insti- 
tuted, should  be  duly  notified  and  maintained  by 
an  adequate  force.  This  frank  and  explicit  declara- 


of  reason  or  right.  The  United  States  could  not  ition,  worthy  of  the  prompt  and  amicable  measure: 
maintain  such  a claim  In  their  own  favor  though  | adopted  by  tlie  prince  regent  in  coming  into  pow»; 
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cr?,  seems  to  remove  a material  obstacle  to  an  accom- 
modation of  ditfcrences  between  our  countries,  and 
when  followed  by  the  re\  ocation  of  the  orders  in 
council,  will,  as  I am  authorised  to  inform  you, 
produce  an  immediate  termination  of  the  non-im- 
portation law,  by  ail  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in 
the  president  for  that  purpose. 

T conclude  with  remarking  that  if  1 have  confi- 
ned this  letter  to  Che  subjects  broug'ht  into\dew  by 
yours,  it  is  not  because  the  United  States  have  lost 
sig-ht  in  any  deg’ree,  of  the  other  veiy  serious  caus- 
es of  complaint,  on  which  they  have  received  no 
satisfaction,  but  because  the  conciliatory  policy  of 
this  g-overnment  has  thus  far  separated  the  case 
of  the  orders  in  council  from  others,  and  because 
with  respect  to  these  others,  your  communication 
has  not  afforded  any  reasonable  prospect  of  resu- 
ming' them,  at  this  time,  with  success. It  is 

presumed  that  the  same  liberal  view  of  the  true 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  friendly  disposition 
towards  the  United  States,  wliidi  induced  the 
prince  regent  to  remove  so  material  a difficulty  as 
liad  arisen  in  relation  to  a repeal  of  tlie  orders  in 
council,  will  lead  to  a more  favorable  further  con- 
sideration of  the  remaining  difficulties  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  advantages  of  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  every  question,  depending  between  the  two 
countries,  will  be  seen  by  your  government,  in  tiie 
same  light,  as  they  are,  by  that  of  tlie  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 
(to  be  coxtixui.d.) 

Statistical  Notices  of  Russia. 

The  Russian  empire  contains  a greater  extent  of 
country  than  ever  before  was  governed  by  an  Indi- 
vidual.* It  reaches  from  the  gulf  of  Bothnea,  on  the 
wot,  to  the  sea  of  Kamschatka,  in  tlie  east ; and,  in 
some  places,  from  the  45th  to  the  72nd  deg.  of  north 
latitude  ; computed  to  luive  a surface  of  4,900,000 
square  miles,  and  to  contain  between 4 5 and  50  mil- 
lions of  people. 

'rhe  greatestextentofterritory  is  in  Asia.  Russia, 
in  Europe,  has  about  1,400,000  square  mile.s,  and 
41,500,000  inhabitants,  or  35  to  a square  mile — the 
empire  averages  between  nine  and  ten. 

The  enumeration  of  1783  was  taken  willi  great 
accuracy  ; it  appeared  there  were  then,  in  the  41 
governments  of  Russia,  12,838  529'  male  persons — 
Supposii)g  an  equal  number  of  fe- 
males, the  amount  will  be 
Add  for  the  Cossacs  and  other  im 
numbered  tribes  . . . 


25,677,800 


1,720,000 


\Vho’e  population  in  1783 
New  acquisitions  since  1782,  inclu- 
ding Finland,  lately  wrested  from 
Sweden  - - 

Natural  increase  since  1783— say~ 
one  lialf  of  the  original  numl)er 
in  that  year,  allowing  the  popula- 
tion to  double  itself  in  56  years,  V 
without  regarding  the  geoiwetri 
cal  proportion  on  which  popula 
tion  advances 
Whole  population  in  1811 


27,39.7,000 


6,355,000 


13,698,500 


J 


47,440,000 

Of  which  We  allow  only  five  millions  and  a half 
to  Russia,  in  Asia.  This  estimate  raises  the  popu- 
lation hearly  10  millions  more  than  is  generally  ad“ 
mittedin  our  geographical  treatises  ; but  is  founded,  { sail  clotli  and  linen. 


we  apprehend,  upon  pretty  c6rreCt  principles.  In 
1803  there  were  married  in  the  empire  302,467 
couples  died,  791,979.  Born,  1,279,321 — mul- 
tiply the  latter  by  33  }ears,  which  is  sometimes 
considered  as  a generation,  and  we  have  a grand 
total  of  42,217,593.  In  tliis  statement  nothing  is 
exaggerated,  but  much  nuist  have  been  omitted  ; 
for  from  the  wild  nations  inhabiting  Russian 
Asia,  the  receipt  of  correct  returns  could  not  be 
expected.  Besides,  when  we  call  to  mind  the  im- 
mense improvements  that  have  latterly  l>een  made 
in  this  country  ; examine  its  roads  and  canals,  and 
the  various  excitements  held  out  to  industry,  in  the 
general  amelioration  of  the  conditiefn  of  the  people 
(though  yet  extremely  wretched)  and  view  the  exer- 
tions made  to  encourage  agriculture  and  commerce, 
we  are  inclined  to  believe  wc  are  still  below  the  real 
amount  of  the  population  of  the  empire,  which  is 
certainly  increasing. 

Though  the  population  of  Russia  is  greater  than 
that  of  France,  the  physical  force  of  the  empire  is 
iiiuch  less ; owing  to  the  scattered  situation  of  the 
people,  nnd  the  moral  impossibility  of  concentrat- 
ing' their  force  at  any  given  point.  France,  it  is 
said,  can  spare  a milLon  of  men  for  her  armies,  and 
sometimes  has  sent  600,000  troops  out  of  hpr  ter- 
ritory, to  carry  war  into  the  countries  of  het* 
neighbors.  Russ' a,  by  the  most  powerful,  and 
arbitrary  exertions,  more  cruel,  perhaps,  than  the 
French  conscription  Itself,  has  never  been  able  to 
muster  half  of  Uiis  force  for  this  purpose.  Her 
army  is  .-  aid  to  consist  of  about  600,000  men,  cji. 
whom  500,000  are  cficctives. 

I'he  last  return  we  have  seen  of  the  Russian  navy, 
rendezvousing'  chiefly  at  Oonstadt,  Rovel  and 
Archangel,  gave  8 ships  of  1 10  guns  ; 42  of  '/4  and 
66  ; 27  frigates  of  38,  32  and  28  ; 50  galleys ; 300 
gun-bouts,  and  about  30  smaller  armed  vessels. 
Besides  thc.se,  the  fleet  in  the  Hlack  sea  was  said 
to  consist  of  13  ships  of  the  line,  and  about  30  fri- 
g'ates,  corvettes,  &,c.  20,000  sailors  were  thea 
kept  in  the  pay  of  the  government. 

The  revenue  of  R.issia,  arising  from  capitation 
taxes,  customs,  monopolies,  &c.  amount  to  about 
^60,000,000  per  ammm — a very  moderate  sum  con- 
sidering the  population  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, but  a mighty  amo’unt  when  the  high  value  of 
money,  or  cheapnes.s  of  labor,  is  duly  estimated.  It  i.< 
sufficient  for  all  the  expences  of  government, 
though  the  court  is  among  the  most  luxurious  and 
profligate  m the  world. 

Gold  and  silver  mines  have  been  worked  in  Russia, 
for  many  years.  The  whole  produce,  for  about 
100  years  past,  is  estimated  at  42,675lbs  of  the  fer  [ 
mcr,  and  1,564,750  of  the  latter. 

The  whole  annual  produce  of  the  copper  mines  hs 
computed  to  ha  7,350,000  lbs.  Tlie  greatest  expor, 
tation  of  iron  was  3,03,249  poods,  valued  a 
^5,204,125— of  this  value  there  was  exported  from 
Pete^'sbw'ff  move  than  four  millions  and  a half. 

Tliu  timber  and  boards  exported  have  been  valued 
at  ^1,500,000  per  avtiwri. 

Hemp,  exported,  (1793)  2,774,728  poods,  worth 
066. 6 15.  Flax,  1,146,125  poods,  valued'  at 
§4, 104,100,  with  great  quanties  of  hempseed  and 
flaxseed,  and  nearly  two  millions  of  gallons  of 
hemp  seed  oil.  d'he  value  of  tlie  flax  exported 
amounted,  ('ui  1802)  to  neaj’ly  six  millions  of 
dollars. 

Russia  manufactures  an  immcjise  quantity  of 
In  1802  the  export  was  estj- 

I mated  at  5^3,537,856. 

In  1803  tliere  was  exported  from  the  ports  on  the 


* The  Persian  and  Roman  empires,  at  their  utmost  1 

height^  Goiit^ined  about  .1,705^000  square  iBiilitc  and  .34;rJOtcm^  oftfllW—wotth 
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more  than  nine  millions  and  a half  of  dollars.  Thel 
further  produce  of  neat  cattle,  (exported)  the  same 
jear,  v/as  estimated  at  ^5,118,571. 

W'heat,rye,  barley  and  oats>  the  same  year,  tvorth 
gll,496,245. 

The  balance  of  trade,  in  favor  of  Russia,  is  said 
to  amount  to  ^5,000,000  per  ann. 

Accounts  in  Russia  are  kept  in  Rubles  and 
Copecs — 100  of  the  latter  make  one  of  the  former, 
■worth  an  American  dollar.  When  we  hear  of 
rubles  and  copecsy  we  understand  precisely  so  many 
dollars  and  cents,  for  the  value  i»  exactly  the  same. 

Wi;iGHTS, — 96  solotmcs  make  a Russian  lb.— - 
401bs  (wnich  make  sc  pood)  are  equal  to  35  3-4  Ameri- 
can lbs.  lO  poods  make  a Berquet — 6 berquets  a 
last.  A berquet  ol  10  foods  is  equal  to  356  1-2  lbs. 
American. 

Mkasures. — JUqid,  3 Crushkas  are  equal  to 
1 American  gallon — 8 Krushkas  make  1 Vedrosi 

JJry, — A Chetwcrick  is  equal  to  5 1-4  American 
hushels. 

Length. — The  Arsheeh  contains  28  American 
inches.  The  is  3 Arsheens.  The  verst  or 

Russian  mile  is  equal  to  1500  Arsheens,  or  1169  2-3 
yards — a Lttle  more  than  5-8  of  the  English  or 
American  mile.  12  feet  Russian  are  equal  to  11 
English; 

(to  be  COXTlIftTEB.) 


American  Manufactures. 

J^xtract  from  Cobbetds  essay,  on  the  English  Regen- 
cy, and  the  difficidties  of  the  jyiinistry. 

I for  my  own  part  do  not  hold,  that  foreign 
trade  is  at  all  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of.  the 
independence  and  greatness  of  England.  I am 
quite  convinced,  that  it  is  not  necessary.  But,  it 
makes  part  of  the  present  system  ; and  at  any  rate, 
a great  diminution  of  it  must  produce  a shock  ; it 
must,  as  to  certain  parts  of  the  kingdom  produce 
very  serious  embarrassments  ; and  it  must  affect  the 
revenue  and  the  means  of  prop ffng  up  the  paper  money 
It  is  quite  useless  to  laugh  at  the  idea  of  Napo- 
leon’s banishing  all  out  trade  from  the  continent  of 
Europe ; for,  it  is  plain  that  he  will  do  it.  He  has 
already  reduced  it  to  a mere  smuggling  trade.  He 
has  so  loaded  it  with  embarrassments  and  penalties, 
that  it  cannot  be  carried  on  but  with  d loss  to  us. 

Manufacturing  establi->hments  will  grow  up  on 
the  continent,  whither  English  manufactures  will 
go  in  swarms,  as  they  are  now  going  from  Ireland 
America.  Is  it  preposterous  to  suppose  that  in 
the  countries,  whence  we  draw  our  raw  materials 
■the  same  goods  cannot  be  made  as  we  make  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  riot  absurd  to  believe,  that,  while  all  the 
■wmol  that  we  make  into  superfine  cloth,  comes  from 
Spain  and  Germany,  superfine  cloth  cannot  be  made 
in  those  countries  ? 

See  what  has  been,  only  by  the  short  cperation 
of  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse  act,  done  in 
America.  To  such  an  extent  have  tlie  cloth  and 
the  cotton  manufactories'  grown  up  there,  that  1 1 
have  been  credibly  informed,  that  during  last  year, 
the  cards  for  carding  Wool  and  cotton  shipped  for 
America  from  the  port  of  I .iverpool,  have  exceeded 
in  amount  the  cloths  shipped  at  the  same  port, 
from  the  counties  of  Somerset  ^id  Gloucester. 

I ahvays  thought,  that  the  United  States  could 
not  produce  wool  m sufficient  quantit}-,  on  account 
of  the  long  winters,  which  prevented  the  keep.ng 
-beep.  This  was  a wrong  -notion,  grounded  upon 
uiversal  mode  in  pr;, ct.ee  in  England,  ofkeep- 
.'heep  vipon  green  food  in  winter.  I now^  find, 


that,  in  Germany,  whence  comes  t]  3 finest  'v00l[^ 
in  the  world,  and  where  is  (in  Silesia)  the  very!  finj 
est  flock  of  sheep  m the  whole  world,  all  the  sheep 
are  kept  m yards  during  six  months  in  the  year,  and 
no  small  part  of  the  time  actually  in  houses.  I'hese 
are  facts  riot  to  be  doubted  of.  The  food  of  the 
sheep,  during  the  long  wmtel*,  consists  of  hay, 
straw  and  roots,  chiefly  potatoes  ; and  this  being 
the  case,  America  may  have  sheep  in  as  great  abun- 
dance as  they  are  in  England. 

Indeed,  I understand  that  very  great  progress  has 
been  already  made  in  the  increase  of  sheep  in  Ame- 
rica, which  has  received  much  assistance  from  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Spanish  flocks,  of  wdiich  Ame- 
rica has  had  a share; 

So  great  is  the  spirit  of  enterprize  in  tins  way,  that 
a very  intimate  friend  of  mine,  near  Philadelphia, 
wrote  to  me,  in  July  last,  that  the  price  of  a Spa- 
nish ram  there  was,  in  some  cases,  a thousand  dol- 
lars ; that  is  to  say,  225  pounds  of  our  Bank  of  Eng- 
land note  money.  But  there  have  been  great  num« 
hers  sent  to  America  since  that  time,  from  Spain 
and  Portugal  ; and,  wliicn  is  not  a little  curious, 
many  thousand,  which  I,  at  one  time,  notified  that 
I expected  to  receive  in  Hampshire,  are,  I have  rea- 
son to  suppose,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  worthy 
owner,  I anxiously  hope  it,  now  safely  landed  in 
the  United  States  ! His  wish,  they  being  the  finest 
flock  in  Spain,  was  to  bring  them  to  England, 
wdiere  his  intention  was  to  have  made  a most  liberal 
and  public  spirited  distidbution  of  them  : but,  as  I 
understand,  he  was  refused  leave  to  send  them  home 
in  empty  transports,  and  was,  therefore,  compelled 
either  to  leav  e them  for  the  French,  or  ship  them 
ofi*  to  the  United  States,  and,  of  course,  he  chose 
the  latter  j and  thus,  perhaps,  by  this  single  act, 
the  epoch  of  the  final  aiid  complete  independence  of 
America  up5n  England  for  woolens  will  be  accele- 
rated by  several  years  ; and,  with  regard  to  the 
fineness  of  wool,  that  countiy  will  be,  at  once, 
put  upon  an  equal  footing  with  this. 

There  would  be  no  excuse  for  a detail  like  this, 
were  I not  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  we  have  here 
before  us  the  seeds  of  a great  event : nothing  less 
than  the  complete  & absolute  independence  of  Ame- 
rica upon  English  manufactures.  Cotton  she  had 
to  export  ; iron  she  had  to  ex])ort  ; and  she  had 
every  tiding  but  wool,  and  now  she  has  tliat  with  an 
abundance  of  food  for  all  sorts  of  manufactures  ; .so 
that  in  a very  short  time,  so  far  will  she  be  from 
wanting  woolens  from  England,  that  she  will  have 
them  to  export ; and  that  the  manufacturers  will  fol- 
low the  manufactory,  there  can  be  no  doubt  at  all- 

Now,  observe,  I draw  from  this,  no  conclusion 
unfavorable  to  the  happiness  or  the  security , orthe 
greatness  of  England,  none  of  which  are  at  all  favor- 
ed by  the  country’s  being  a work  .shop  for  other 
nations.  I am  satisfied  tluit  foreign  trade  is  injurious 
to  England  ; and  that  it  has  been  one.  of  the  great 
causes  of  the  danger  she  now  has  to  dread.  Butj 
as  I said  before,  foreign  trade  is  a part  of  the  pre-* 
sent  system  of  finance,  audits  sudden  decline  must 
add  to  the  difficulties  tliat  the  government  will  have 
to  encounter. 

The  regent’s  ministry  therefore,  will  not  in  this 
respect,  be  upon  a bed  of  roses,”  any  more  than 
as  to  matters  connected  with  tt'arand  paper  money. 
They  will,  in  short,  be  beset  with  difiiculties.  Look 
which  way  they  will  these  difficulties  face  then?? 
not  in  single  rank,  but  in  column.  And  do  they 
imagine  that  they  are  destined  to  subdue  all  these 
without  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  people  ? If 
'hey  do  they  wi thomsclves  most  egregiouslr 
deceived 
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Population  of  London. 

niOM  A LONDON  PAPBIl. 

The  census  for  the  city  being  now  arranged,  we 
have  subjoinod  a general  view  of  the  returns  for 
Westminster  and  the  respective  districts.  The  re- 
turns ot  the  same  districts  in  the  year  iSOl  are  ad- 
ded, and  the  increase  m the  population  more  mi- 
nutely slated,  while  the  relative  numbers  of  males 
and  females  are  also  given.  The  disproportion  of 
females  to  males  is  equally  general  throughout  the 
kingdom  ; notwithstanding,  from  the  registry  ot 
biri-hs  within  the  bilLs  of  mortality,  it  is  calculated, 
that  to  105  males*  there  are  less  thiui  100  females 
born.  The  parishes  conspicuous  for  an  accession 
of  inhabitants  are  also  noticed.  Sir  William  Petty^ 
in  1682,  expected  London  would  go  on  increasing 
till  the  year  1800,  at  which  time  he  thought  the 
population  would  amount  to  five  millions!  Ur. 
Brackenridgey  in  1754,  calculated  the  population  of 
London  at  751,812,  which  was  probably  an  over 
estimate  at  th^t  time. 


J\fale&. 

Females. 

Total. 

Liotldon  (city) 

1811 

57,062 

59,693 

116,755 

Westminster  (city) 

1811 

74,530 

87,543 

162,077 

1801 

70,986 

82,286 

153,272 

Increase 

3,544 

5,257 

8,805 

The  borougfi 

1811 

28,579 

32,590 

61,169 

1801 

26,761 

29,921 

56,685 

Increase 

1,818 

2,666 

4,484 

Holborn  distfipt 

1811 

96,264 

127,815 

224,079 

1801 

79,035 

101,787 

180,828 

Increase 

17,229 

26,028 

44,257 

Pinsbury  dist|’ict 

1811 

44,262 

52,383 

96,645 

1801 

33,585 

39,683 

73,268 

Increase 

10,677 

12,700 

23,377 

Tower  division 

1811 

86,748 

125,121 

211,869 

1801 

77,366 

94,619 

171,985 

Increase 

9,382 

30,502 

39,884 

SXirrey  ditto 

1811 

64,219 

81,346 

145,563 

1801 

47,499 

59,831 

107,330 

Increase 

16,720 

21,313 

38,233 

il-Iiddlesex  ditto 

1811 

34  177 

46,770 

80,947 

1801 

27,364 

35,191 

62,555 

increase 

6,813 

11,579 

18,392 

The  population  of  Londoh*  Westminster,  and  the 
above  districts,  by  the  present  census,  appears — 
males  483,781,  females  613,323  i total  1,099,104 
increase  in  ten  years  133,139 

the  statement  for  th  e city  of  London  includes 
the  whole  of  the  105  parishes  within  the  boundaries. 

The  population  of  the  city  has  not  increased 
within  the  last  ten  years,  because  its  limits  are  fixed, 
and  a greater  number  of  houses  are  yearly  converted 
into  warehouses,  &c. 

In  the  estimate  for  the  Surry  district,  twelve 
par>shes  are  included,  viz.  Christchurch,  Lambeth; 
Nctyrngton, Camberwell,  Putney,  Clapham,  Wands- 


worth, liothcrhithe,  Streatilam,  BattersCa,  Ber- 
mondsey and  Richmond. 

'I'he  Middlesex  parishes  aa*e  Kensing,  Chelsea, 
Pulham,  Hammersmith,  Chiswick,  Ealing,  Ed- 
monton, Tottenham,  Enfield,  ILgrow,  Twicken- 
a , Starnes,  and  Uxbridge. 

Ihe  influx  of  inhabitants  since  1;80^  appears 
very  conspicuous  m t^c  unjdermenti<^ied  parishes. 

Incvec^e. 

St.  Giles  and  St.  Andretys/  Holbo;*n  - l.i  948 


St.  Marylebone  ...  - 11,660 

St.  George’s  andPancras  - . - 20,680 

Hackney  and  Bethnal  Green  - - 15,340 

Clerkenwell  and  Islington  - - 11,994 

Lambeth  and  Newington  - - 2 ,711 

JCensington  and  Chelsea  - . - 8,936 


Gold  coin  of  the  realm  of  England. 

A BILL,  (as  amended  by  the  commi  ns)  ipti- 
tled,  an  act  for  making  more  effectual  provisions  for 
preveoting  the  current  gold  coin  of  the  reiilm  from 
being  paid  or  accepted  for  a greater  value  than  the 
current  value  of  such  coin  ; for  preventing  an\* 
note  or  bill  of  the  governor  and  company  of  thc- 
bank  of  England  from  being  received  for  any  small- 
er sum  than  the  sum  therein  specified ; and  for  stay- 
ing proceedingi?  upon  any  dii^tress  by  tender  of  such 
notes  : 

M'bereas,  it  is  expedient  to  enact  as  is  herein  af- 
ter provided  : Be  it  enacted  by  the  king’s  most, 
excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con 
sent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com- 
mons, m this  present  parliament  as.semblcd,  and  by- 
the  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  no  person  shall  receive  or  pay 
for  any  gold  coin  lawfully  current  v/ithinthe  realm, 
anymore  in  value,  benefit,  profit  or  advantage,  t!i  an 
ihe  true  lawful  value  of  such  coin;  whether  such 
value,  benefit,  profit  or  advantage  be  paid,  made,  or 
taken  in  lawfiil  money,  or  in  any  note  or  notes,  bill 
or  bills,  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England,  or  in  ^ny  silver  token  or  tokens  i.ssucd  by 
tiie  said  governor  a«d  company,  or  by  any  or  all  of 
the  said  me^ns  wholly  or  partly,  or  by  any  othei* 
means,  device,  shift  or  contrivance  whatsoever;  and 
every  person  who  shall  offend  therein,  shall  be 
deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  a misdemeanor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  f.uthcrity  afore- 
»aid,  that  no  person  shall  by  any  means  device,  shift 
or  contrivance  whatsoever,  receive  or  pay  any  note 
or  notes,  bill  or  bills  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  bank  of  England,  for  less  than  the  amount 
of  lawful  money  expressed  therein,  and  to  be  thereby 
made  payable  on  demand  ; and  every  person  who 
shall  offend  herein  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged^ 
guilty  of  a misdemeanor. 

And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  tliat 
in  case  any  person  shall  proceed  by  disti-ess  or  jioind- 
ing  to  recover  from  any  tenant,  or  other  person 
liable  to  such  distress  or  poinding,  any  renter  suni 
of  money  due  from  such  tenant  or  other  person,  it 
sha'l  be  lawful  for  such  tenant  or  other  person,  in 
every  such  case  to  tender  notes  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  expressed  to  be 
pay.able  on  demand,  to  the  amount  of  such  rent  or 
sum  so  due,  either  alone  or  together  with  a - suffi- 
cient sum  of  lawful  money,  to  the  person  on  whose 
behalf  the  distre-ss  or  poindage  is  made,  or  to  the 
officer  or  person  making  such  distress  or  poinding 
on  his  behalf ; and  in  case  such  tender  shall  be  ac- 
cepted, or  in  case  such  tender  shall  be  made  anil. 
:refi.iscd;  the  goods  tukeajn  such  drstresr;  orpo!ni‘K_ 
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ing,  shall  be  forthwith  teturned  to  the  party  dis- 
trained upon,  or  against  whom  such  poinding  shall 
have  been  used,  unless  the  party  distraining  or  poind- 
ing and  refusing  to  accept  such  tender,  shall  insist, 
ahat  a greater  siun  is  due  than  the  sum  so  tendered, 
and  m such  case  the  parties  shall  proceed  as  usual 
in  such  cases  ; but  if  it  sliall  appear  that  no  more 
was  due  than  the,  sum  so  tendered,  then  the  party 
who  tendered  such  sum  shall  be  iutitled  to  the  costs 
of  all  subsequent  proceedings  : Provided  always^ 
that  the  person  to  whom  sucii  rent  or  sum  of  money 
is  due,  shall  have  and  be  intitled  to  all  such  other 
remedies  fur  tlie  recovery  thereof,  exclusive  of  dis- 
tresses or  poinding,  as  such  persons  'had  or  ivas  inti- 
tled to  at  the  time  of  making  such  distress  or  poind- 
ing, if  such  person  shall  not  think  proper  to  accept 

such  tender  so  made  as  aforesaid Provided  also, 

that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  the  right 
of  any  tenant  or  other  such  person  as  aforesaid 
having  a right  to  reply  or  recover  the  goods  so 
taken  in  distress  or  pomding’,  in  case,  v/itli  making 
such  tender  as  aforesaid,  he  sliall  think  so  fit  : 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  every 
person  who  shall  commit  in  Scotland'  any’  offence 
against  this  act,  w’hich  by  the  provisions  thereof  is 
constituted  a misdemeanor,  shall  be  liable  to  be  pu- 
nished by  fine  and  imprisonriient,  or  by  either  other 
of  said  punishments  as  the  judge  or  judges  before 
whom  such  oflPender  shall  be  tried  and  convicted 
may  direct. 

Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall*  extend  to  Ireland. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  to  and  until 
,lJie  25th  day,  ofMarch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  and  no  longer. 


Baro  Hitlers. 

Barometers  have  become  a very  fishionable  arti- 
cle of  furniture  in  this  country,  from  the  most 
, splendid  edifice  down  to  the  meanest  liovel.  Yet  few 
seem  to  make  any  other  use  of  them  than  to  inspect 
the  height  or  depression  of  the  mercury  and  to 
make  some  Inane  expression  of  wonder  at  the  indi- 
cation wh  cii  they  observe.  This  instrument  is  cal- 
culated for  other  and  better  purposes.  A late 
English  philosopher,  who  has  made  a variety  of 
curious  and  accurate  observations  on  it  in  order  to 
prognosticate  the  weather,  lays  down  one  general 
rule,  which  is  very  little  attended  to,  by  many  of 
these  sagacious  observers  viz.  that  previously  to 
observing  the  barometer,  the  state  of  the-  weather 
at  the  time,  should  be  accurately  noticed  in  every 
particular.  Hence,  to  speak  figuratively,  we 
might  affix  this  motto  to  the  barometer,  “ tell  me 
what  the  barometer  is,  and  I will  tell  you  what  it 
will  be.” 

The  circumstances  to  be  collected  previously  to 
inspecting  the  barometer,  ai*e,  1st.  The  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  respecting  its  degree  of  clearness  or 
cloudiness  : 2ndly.  The  direction  of  the  wind, 
together  with  its  steadiness  or  variableness  ; and 
3dly.  The  attitude  and  density  of  the  clouds.  ' 

In  order  to  make  these  observations  with  some 
degree  of  certainty  the  following  directions  should 
he  observed 

1.  The  barometer  rising  may  be  considered  as  a 
general  indication  that  the  weather  comparatively 
with  the  state  of  it,  at  the  time  of  observation,  is 
becoming  clearer. 

2.  The  atmosphere  apparently  becoming  clearer 
and  the  barometer  above  raix,  and  rising,  .show 
a.  disposition  in  the  air  for  fair  weather. 


3.  The  atmosphere  becoming  clear,  and  the 
bai’ometer  above  changeable,  and  rising,  indlcattJ 
fair  Aveather. 

4.  The  atmosphere,  and  the  barometer  near 
PAIR,  and  rising,  denote  continued  fair  weather. 

5.  Our  prognostic  of  the  w'eatheris  to  be  guided, 
relatively,  thus,  if,  notwithstanding  tlie  sinking  of 
the  barometer,  little  or  no  rain  follow,  and  it  after- 
wards rise,  we  may  expect  continued  dry  weather. 

6.  If,  during  a series  of  cloudy  rainy  weather,  the 
barometer  rise  gradually,  though  yet  be  below  rain, 
especially  if  the  wind  change  from  the  south  or 
west  towards  the  north  dr  east  points,  clear  and 
dry  weather  may  be  expected. 

7.  The  weather  for  a shortperiod.  viz.  from  morn- 
ing till  evening,  may  commonly  be  foretold  with  a 
considerable  degree  of  accuracy.  If  the  barometer 
has  risen  during  the  night  and  is  still  rising,  the 
clouds  are  high  and  apparently  dispersing,  and  the 
wind  calm,  especially  if  it  be  in  or  about  the  north 
or  east  points,  a dry  day  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected ; the  same  rule  applies  for  predicting  the 
vveather  from  evening  till  morning. 

8.  During  the  increase  of  the  moon  there  seems 
to  be  a greater  disposition  or  effort  in  the  air  for 
clear  dry  weather  than  in  the  wane  : but  this  dispo- 
sition does  not  usually  commence  till  about  three  or 
four  days  afeer  the  new  moon,  and  ceases  about 
three  or  four  days  after  the  full  moon. 

9.  The  barometer  should  be  observed  occasionally 

thrice  in  the  day,  or  oftener  when  the  Aveather  is 
changeable,  in  order  to  notice  whether  the  mercury 
be  stationary,  rising  or  sinking ; for  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, together  with  the  direction  of  the  wind 
and  the  apparent  state  of  tlie  air  at  the  time,  is  in- 
formation to  be  collected,  and  a continuance  ofthe 
same,  or  a sudden  change  of  the  weather,  to  be  fore- 
seen. ' 

10.  Lastly  observe  always;  the  higher  the  mer- 
cury shall  stand  in  the  scale  in  each,  instance,  and 
the  more  regularly  progressive  its  motion  shall  be, 
the  stronger  will  be  the  indication  : likewise,  the 
more  the  wind  inclines  towards  the  north  or  east 
points,  the  greater  will  be  the  disposition  m the 
air  for  fair  weather. 

The  indicat  ons  for  rainy  weather  will  obviously 
be  the  direct  reverse  of  those  rules  which  predict 
fair  weather. 

Frost  is  indicated  in  winter  by  the  same  rules  that 
indicate  fair  weatlier,  the  wind  being  in  or  about 
the  north  east  points  and  the  therm'ometer  sinking- 
tow-ards  32. 

A fall  of  snow  seldom  comes  withont  a previous 
frost  of  some  duration,  and  is  indicaled'by  the  sink- 
ing of  the  barometer,  especially  if  the  mercury  be 
below  CHANGEABLE,  and  the  thermdmcter  at  or  near 
the  freezing  point. 

When  the  temperature  of  the  air  is  about  35  deg. 
snow  and  rain  sometimes  fall  together  ; at  a warmer 
temperature  than  35  deg.  it  seldom  snows,  or  rains 
at  a colder  temperatui-e.  ' ' 

I’hunder  is  presaged  by  the  same  rules  which 
indicate  rain-,  accompan.ed  by  sultry  heat  ; the 
thermometer  being  up  to  75. 

Storms,  hurricanes,  and  high  winds,  are  indica- 
ted by  the  barometer  falling  suddenly  or  sinking 
considerably  below  much  rain. 

The  barometer  is  known  to  be  rising  or  sinking 
by  the  mercury  having  either  a convex  or  concave 
surface,  or  by  the  perceptible  rise  or  descent  of 
the  mercury,  if  at  the  time  of  observation  the  baro- 
meter be  gently  rapped. 

If  at  any  time  the  weather  should  differ  widely 
from  the  indications  of  the  barometer^  it  may  b« 
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presumed,  as  is  sometimes  known  to  happen,  that  a 
particular  is  affected  by  local  circumstance. 

After  a long  continued  series  of  wet  weather,  we 
may,  when  the  weather  becomes  fine,  expect  an 
unMiterrupted  continuance  of  dry  weather. 

If  after  a long  series  of  wet  weather,  the  barome- 
ter rise  above  ciiangeaulk,  and  the  wind  veer 
steady  to  the  nortlioreast  points,  a continued  dura- 
tion of  fair  weather  may  be  expected. 

Slow  and  progressive  variations  in  the  barometer 
with  a fixed  and  steady  state  of  the  wind,  indicate 
permanancy  with  the  change. 

The  bai’ometer  standing  at  or  above  fair  denotes 
generally  fair  wcatlier,  although  the  atmosphere 
wear  at  the  time  an  unfavourable  aspect. 

Lastly  the  greatest  coincidence  there  is  of  the 
circumstances  enumerated  in  the  rules  above  men- 
tioned, the  stronger  may  our  confidence  be  in  the 
expectation  of  fair  weather  and  in  the  continuation 
of  it  when  present,  by  the  barometer  whilst  high, 
remaining  stationary,  or  varying  but  little,  and  the 
state  of  the  atmosphire,  and  direction  of  the  wind 
disposed  to  be  settled. 

FROM  A DISTANT  COllRESPOXDEXT. 

Philosophical  Disquisitions. 

No.  I. 

since  most  of  the  operations  of  nature  elude  the 
eye  of  philosophy,  by  reason  of  their  being  carried 
on  in  the  dai’k ; it  becomes  necessary  to  employ 
collateral  and  relevant  acts  by  way  of  analog  y to 
gain  insight.  Our  knowledge  of  ciiemistry  affords 
great  assistance  in  illustrating  those  mysterious 
subjects,  since  the  disposition  of  matter  depend 
principally  upon  the  laws  of  affinity. 

Various  opinions  have  been  entertained  by  men  of 
information  respecting  the  solar  system  and  the 
great  and  wonderful  changes  which  are  continually 
taking  place  in  it.  The  sun  they  suppose  to  be  fix- 
ed, and  the  planets  placed  at  a proper  distance, 
obey  the  sum  as  a centre  of  motion.  It  seems  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  the  sun  was  first  formed, 
by  Divine  Providence,  of  a certain  portion  of  mat- 
ter which  was  acted  upon  by  two  causes,  viz.  attrac- 
tion and  repulsion. 

By  attraction  we  understand  the  relation  or  affinity 
whicli  the  particles  of  matter  have  for  eac.h  other. 
By  repulsion,  we  understand  a power  called  heat 
or  caloric,  which  is  continually  acting  in  opposition 
to  attraction.  If  a sufficient  quantity  enters  a solid, 
it  changes  to  a liquid.  If  a still  greater,  it  is  changed 
to  a state  of  vapour  or  gas. 

The  above  agents  act  upon  all  matter ; it  was 
given  by  tlie  Lod  of  nature  that  different  effects 
should  be  produced  by  them.  It  has  pleased  the 
Wise  Disposer  of  all  things  to  create  matter;  per- 
haps it  is  nothing  more  than  attraction  and  repul- 
sion ; be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  not  our  business  to 
inquire  what  it  is,  or  why  it  was  formed. 

Now  it  seems  evident  that  the  planets  were  first 
formed  by  the  action  of  the  above  agents — and  that, 
all  minor  changes  which  take  place  on  each  planet 
individually  were  effected  by  said  causes  variously 
modified. 

As  soon  as  the  sun  was  placed  out  of  the  reach 
of  remote  causes  the  heat  which  it  contained  began 
to  act  upon  it  in  opposition  to  attraction.  This 
gave  rise  to  motion.  After  heat  had  acted  some 
time  on  this  matter,  the  parts  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed became  separated  in  such  a manner  as  to 
throw  the  particles  partially  out  of  the  spliere  of 
each  others  attraction  contained  in  the  separated 
particl<^. 


The  quantity  of  matter  in  the  sun  being  lessened 
in  consequence  of  the  repulsive  power  of  heat,  it 
follows  that  the  particles  which  were  first  separa- 
ted have  a less  affinity  for  the  solid  aggregate,  be- 
cause the  quantity  of  solid  matter  is  dumnished  and 
of  course  its  attraction  lessened.  After  a certain 
portion  of  heat  was  evolved  to  volatilize  the  sun’s 
surface,  and  diffused  throughout  space  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  keeping  the  component  parts  of  matter  at  a 
respectful  distance  from  the  solid  mass,  a sufficient 
quantity  remains  to  keep  up  motion  or  combustion. 
The  particles  already  separated  from  the  sun  and 
partly  out  of  its  sphere  of  attraction,  begin  to  act 
upon  eacli  other  in  consequence  of  lessened  affinity 
to  the  parent.  A new  aggregate  is  now  formed  at  a 
certain  distance  from  its  parent  matter.  As  the  young 
ag-gregate  increases  in  size,  its  attraction  for  the 
separated  particles  likewise  increases,  and,  in  a short 
time,  it  begins  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  parent.  Re- 
pulsion is  now  employed  in  preventing  tlie  new  ag- 
gregate from  uniting  witli  the  old.  Repulsion, 
therefore  being  removed  from  parts  of  matter  first 
separated,  and  the  separated  particles  continually 
uniting  with  the  newly  formed  mass,  its  whole  force 
is  now  employed  in  preventing  attraction  from  unit- 
ing the  infant  matter  to  its  parent. 

The  attraction  which  the  parent  and  offspring 
have  for  each  other,  and  the  repulsion  they  meet 
with  by  heat,  cause  gi’eat  exertion  to  be  made  on 
the  part  of  both.  This  exertion  compels  the  infant 
to  lance  or  revolve  round  its  parent  in  an  orbit ; in 
consequence  of  which  a just  balance  is  kept  up 
between  the  two  contending  powers.  This  infant 
mass  we  call  Hershell.  Now  a certain  portion  of 
heat  has  been  continually  acting  upon  tlie  original 
mass,  so  as  to  cause  a separation  of  some  of  its 
parts;  these  parts  of  matter  can  have  no  affinity 
for  the  first  offspring,  as  there  is  an  equal  balance 
between  attraction  and  repulsion.  They  necessari- 
ly come  in  contact,  unite  and  form  anotlier  infant 
mass  nearer  the  parent  tlian  tlie  first,  this  is  called 
Saturn,  he  not  only  respects  his  parent,  but  looks 
up  to  his  elder  brother  and  is  partly  governed  by 
him.  They  respect  and  attract  eacli  other  and 
travel  round  their  parent,  making  considerable  ex- 
ertion to  get  to  him  but  are  prevented  by  their  re- 
pulsive enemy — an  equal  portion  of  attraction  and 
repulsion  being  employed  in  keeping  up  a just  ba- 
lance between  primitive  matter  and  that  v/lvch  is 
formedfrom  it,  whilst  repulsion  continues  its  .nctior* 
on  the  original.  A third  being  in  a short  time 
makes  his  appearance  called  .Tupiter,  >Sti!l  near- 
er tlie  parent  than  the  second:  tlius  a certain  num- 
ber of  new  beings  are  continually  formiiig  from  the 
bid,  until  there  is  an  equal  portion  of  pr  Imitiye 
and  disengaged  matter  separated.  Rcpulsi  on  now 
is  obliged  to  exert  its  whole  force  upon  them  to  pre- 
vent their  united  affections.  The  origmal  matter 
of  which  the  sun  vras  composed  being  first  acted 
upon  by  heat,  gave  rise  to  motion.  The  efiect  of 
this  motion  is  a number  of  new  beings,  viz.  Hershell^ 
Saturn^  JUars,  Kart't,  Veniu',  Jlercuri^ 

&c.  The  new  being,  in  course  of  time,  form  laws 
of  their  own.  Although  the  parent  is  the  govern- 
or, having  imbibed  the  .same  principles  of  which 
the  old  is  composed,  they  begin  to  be  acted  upor* 
after  they  come  to  maturity  by  the  same  cause 
which  gave  them  existence,  viz.  repulsion  by'  heat 
which  acts  upon  the  eldest  first  and  in  a short  tiit.e 
it  is  delivered  of  its  own  grand  son  to  the  original. 
This  is  Hershell’s  most  remote  moon.  The  same 
mode  of  generation  is  carried  on  by  him  until  he  is 
not  capable  of  further  propagation.  I'he  same 
change  takes  place  in  the  next  eldest  offspring  Sa  - 
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turn,  until  it  cdmes  clo\vn  to  the  youngest  of  the 
original  stock.  IL  seems  highly  probable  that 
tlie  fixed  stars  are  so  many  suns.  With  their  sev6‘ral 
regions  and  sets  o£.  planets  revolving  round  them 
iormed  in  the  same  manner.  It  is  certainly  absurd 
to  suppose  they  are  fixed  in  the  heavens  only  to 
adorn  a canopy  over  our  heads. 

I have  traced  several  modifications  of  matter  from 
the  original,  and  these  rnodifications  produce  a great 
variety  of  causes,  or  exciting  powers,  which  exciting 
powers  produce  effects  to  be  meiltioned  hereafter. — 

The  above  tiieory  to  some  may  seem  absurd.  But 
they  will  think  more  favorably  of  it,  after  the  se- 
cond number  in  which  I shall  take  into  considera- 
tion minor  changes  produced  in  each  individual 
planet.  , Ckbes. 


The  Chronicie. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  hiet  at  Annapolis  on 
Monday.  Colonel  Thomas,  of  St.  Maifs  county, 
•ivas  elected  speatrer  of  the  senate  f the  station  he  held 
in  the  last  senate J after  ha'uing,  declined  being  consider- 
ed a candidate  for  the  office  of  governor.  Tobias  E 
Stansbiiry,  the  former  speaker,  tvas  elected  speaker 
of  the  house  of  delegates,  ‘without  opposition.  Thomas 
'dodgers.  Esq.  -leas  appointed  clerk  of  the  senate^  and 
John  Brewer,  Esq.  clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates. 
The  proceedings  and  papers  laid  befo^'e  the  legidatitre 
shall  be  particularly  noticed  in  our  ncfxt  number. 

William  Hunter,  is  chosen  a senator  of  the  United 
States  from  Rhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Cham- 
plin,  resigJied. 

We  are  yet  without  definite  intelligence  froin  the 
north  western  frontier.  Governor  Harrison  is  07i  the 
Wabash  with  about  1300  inen,  of  whom  130  are  United 
States^  troops,  700  militia,  130  cavalry,  and  a body 
of  rifiemen. 

It  is  stated  that  Wade  Hampton  has  resigned  his 
commission  as  a brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  requisition  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  attendance  of  colonel 
Cushing,  at  the  court  ‘martial  for  the  tHal  of  general 
•Wilkinson,  who  7oas  undcf'  arrest  by  order  of  general 
Hampton. 

fixtract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  in  the  American 

service,  to  his  friends  in  Frankfort,  Ken.  dated 
“Nachitoces,  September  23. 

« A Spaniard  arrived  here  yesterday,  who  made 
©ath  before  Ur.  Sibly,  a justice  of  the  peace,  that 

• lie  was  an  artillerist  some  time  since  at  St.  Antoine, 

• in  the  service  of  the  republicans,  and  that  the  corps 
to  which  he  had  been  attached  had  joined  the  royal 
party  much  against  his  inclination;  and  that  colo- 
nels  Mansloac  and  Bernard,  with  captains  Gon- 
salves and  Hanandes,  (all  in  the  republican  interest) 
had  been  empowered  to  go  to  tlie  United  States 
with  instructions  to  treat  for  arms  and  ammunition, 
saying  that  the  republicans  had  upwards  of  three 
millions  of  dollars,  which  the  United  States’  go- 
vernment could  have  by  sending  a vessel  round  to 
bring  it  away— -and  that  the  governor  Cordero,  who 
commands  somewhere  in  the  interior,  learning  of 
the  expedition,  gave  intimation  of  it  to  governor 
Salcedo,  at  St.  Aritoihe,  with  an  order  to  send  out 
patroles  to  mtercept  tlie  patty;  if-  possible.  That 
liimself  Was  one  of  the  patroles  sent — that  he  de- 
cried his  party  and  joined  AfanshaeMhat  they 
crossed  the  Sabine,  and  bad  gotten  within  60  miles 
^f  this  place  (Nachitoches)  When  they  Were  over- 
taken by  a large  party,  who  surrounded  the  house 

r.  Bernard’s)  in  which  Mjinshac  and  his  party 


had  quartered  for  the  night— tbai  hii^gblf  made  hl4 
escape  with  much  difficulty.  He  expects  Manshac 
and  party  tvere  either  killed  or  taken. 

“ The  report  is  generally  belreved  here,  as  the 
Spaniard  appears  intelligent. 

**  He  moreover  states,  that  Manshac  had  an  in* 
terefepted  letter  from  governor  Cordero  to  some  of 
the  commandants  of  the  royal  party,  in  which  he 
says/*  that  he  intended  soon  to  march  against  Fort 
Claiborne  with  a force  of  6000  men,  in  consequence 
of  our  interference  in  Florida.”  Mexico  is'  be- 
sieged by  a large  army  of  republicans — they  are 
badly  armed — the  royalists  posses  the  magazines. 
Tlie  American  captain  R.  Smith  has  been  killed  in 
tlie  repul^licaii  service.” 

Boston,  November  2 

CxyaDA  OAK.- — The  Queen  Charlotte  of  120  guns,, 
latlnched  at  Deptford,  fEnglaiid J last  Iidy,  woe 
found  in  September  last  to  be  in  a rapid  state  of  decay  f 
the  timber  in  which  the  decay  has  taken  place  was 
principally  of  Canada  oak.  She  was  about  seven 
yea'h  in  building. 

Complaisance. — His  excellency  William  Hull,  go^ 
vernor  of  Michigan,  was  conveyed  from  Detroit  to 
Biiffaloe  ifi  the  British  sloop  of  war  QuCen  Charlotte; 
and  she  complimented  him  with  a salute  on  his  landing- 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

HOnSE  OE  REPKESENTATIVES. 

Thuiisday,  Nov.  7. — Mr.  Mitchell,  moroed,  that 
the  umal  standing  committees  be  appointed,  viz.  a 
com^kitte  of  elections,  of  claims,  of  commerce  and 
manufactures,  dnd  on  the  district  gf  Columbia,  of 
ways  and  ‘means,  on  pyiblic  lands,  of  post-offices  and 
’post-roads,  of  revisal  and  itnfnished  business,  and  a 
committee  of  accounts. 

Mr.  Dawson  tkditght  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
the  apipointment  of  these  committees  until  to-iriorro-at, 
in  order  io  give  the  speaker  further  time  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  members. 

Mr.  Mitchell  Itad  7io  6bjectio7i  to  a short  delay, 

Mr.  Burwell  hoped  the  committee  of  elections  at 
least  woxdd  he  appomted  iramfidiately,  as  he  had  a pe- 
titio7i  to  present  relative  to  a contested  election. 

Mr.  BurwelVs  propositon  was  assented  to,  a7id  the 
appointment  of  all  other  committees,  wa.s  postptmed  wi- 
til  to-morrow. 

Mr.  .B7trwell  then  presented  tlie  petition  of  John 
Talliaferro  of  Virginia,  cornplamwg  of  the  U7idue 
electio7i  of  John  P.  n.unge7ford,  as  a 7nember  of  the 
house.  Hefe7'red  to  the  comfiiittee  of  election's. 

Mr.  Blachledge  observed,  that  as  the  house,  at  pre- 
sent appeared  to  have  no  business  be*'o7e  thein^  he  would 
■Move  to  adjo7irn.  This  7)totio7i  was  agreed  to-r-^7  to  43. 

, And  the  house  adjovr^ied  f o'oarfer  before  1 2 ol  clock,  f 

The  Editor’s  Department. 

Accompa7iyi7ig  this  mmber  is  a suppleine7it  of  eight 
pages,  co7itaining  a variety  of  misceUaneo7ts  inatter. 

The  pressure  of  the  public  documents,  which  it  is  a 
chief  design  to  Register,  received  at  a Idle  hour,  and- 
coming  7ipon  us  U7ip7repaved  for  so  great  a q7iantity, 
has  deranged  this  weed’s  busmess  not  a Utile.  Their 
piiblicatio7i  will  be  c6nti7Vued  in  the  n’eXt  tmlnber 
with  which,  for  the  more  ew'ly  conveya7ice  of  them  to 
our  readers,  another  ^Upplenmit  -ibill  be  issseU,  if 
necessary. 

Xj*  ifith  mingled  sensatmis  bf  pleUs7ire  Olid-regret, 
the  edifbr  is  compelled  to'fhake  k7iown'his  present  ma- 
bility  to  supply  many  new  subscribers  with  the 
^bur  first  numbers  tif  the  Rkoisteh.  They  are 
reprinting  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  a7td  Mfill  id 
forxuarded  in  a very  shurt  tirtve,  as  ordered.. 
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supplementary  to  no  10. 


** — 1 wish  no  other  herald 

**  No  other  speaker  of  nty  living  actions^ 

**  To  keep  nrune  honor  from  corniption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler/* 

Shakspeare — iIenut  Tilr. 

■: L - - ■-  - - 
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History 

Of  the  Invd^ion  of  Spain  hy  Bonaparte. 

ABHinCiEDFKOM  THE  MOST  ACTHESTIC  SOtJRCES. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

(cONTIirUED  FROM  PAGE  l43.) 

The  French  general  \yedel  had  been  dispatched 
from  Aladrid,  with  6000  troops,  to  the  succor  of 
Dupont,  who  ordered  him  to  guard  the  roads  from 
Jaen  to  Baylen  and  to  Ubeda.  During  the  truce 
this  general  advanced  upon  Baylen,  and  suddenly 
attacked  Red  ng,  who  was  altogether  unprepared. 
The  battalion  of  Cordova  was  surprized  and  made 
prisoners,  and  two  field  pieces  were  also  taken  ; 
but  the  success,  thus  basely  obtained,  was  dearly- 
purchased  ; for  Dupont,  in  conse^iuehce,  was  com 
pelled  to  include  Wedel  in  the  capitulation,  with 
all  the  French  troops  who  might  be  stationed  be- 
tween the  summit  of  the  Sierra  and  Bavlen.  The 
French  force,  before  tlie  battle,  amounted  to  14,000, 
that  of  the  Spaniards  to  25,000,  half  of  whom  were 
peasantry.  When  Dupont  first  demanded  terms, 
Castanos  replied,  that  they  would  grant  no  other 
than  that  they  should  be  prisoners  of  Vv^ar,  witli 
permission  to  the  general  and  his  officers  to  wear 
their  swords,  and  take  with  them  a portmanteau 
each,  filled  with  clothes  only,  in  consequence  of 
the  pillage  which  they  had  committed ; and  in  the 
official  dispatches  it  was  stated,  that  the  whole  ol 
Dupont’s  division  were  prisoners  of  war,  whereas, 
those  under  Wedel  were  to  be  sent  to  France  by 
•Se.a.  These  terms  were  communicated  to  the  junta 

Seville,  both  by  Castanos  and  count  de  Tilly, 
one  of  their  own  body,  who  was  with  the  army, 
and  they  were  officially  made  known  to  lord  Col- 
lingvvood.  Nevertheless,  it  seems,  by  what  after- 
xtfiards  occurred,  that  the  actual  capitulation  was  of, 
a very  different  character~that  Castanos  did  not 
insist  upon  stripping  the  French  of  their  plunder, 
and  that  he  agreed  to  transport  the  whole  of  them 
to  Rochefort.  Why  the  official  accounts  differ  so 
materially  from  tlie  truth,  has  not  been  explained  ; 
nor  why  terms  were  granted  so  much  more  favora- 
ble than  Dupont,  under  such  circumstances,  was  en- 
titled to  demand.  It  is  more  easy  to  discover  why 
they  were  not  executed. 

Dupont  bad  entered  Andalusia  in  full  expectation 
of  easily  crushing  the  rebels,  as  he  styled  them, 
following  the  monstrous  language  of  his  master* 
According,  therefore,  to  the  usual  custom  of  the 
French  generals,  he  had  plundered  wherever  he 
went  ; his  soldiers  had  been  let  loose  upon  the 
country  and  nothing  was  safe  from  their  rapacity, 
their  cruelty,  and  their  lust.  Cordova,  where  they 
had  experienced  some  resistance,  suffered  especi- 
aUy  ; but  the  people  of  Audiijar,  who  forbore  to 
aid  their  countrymen,  in  the  hope,  perhaps,  of 
purchasing  their  own  security  by  submission,  were 
also  pillaged  without  mercy.  The  Andalusians, 


therefore,,  were  exasperated  against  xlie  Fiench  on 
account  of  these  atrocities,  as  well  as  by  that  gene« 
ral  feeling  of  jiist  indignation  which  the  cause  of 
the  war  necessarily  excited.  Their  junta  had  issu- 
ed a formal  declaration  ofhoslilities  against  France; 
but  the  people  knew  and  felt  that  tins  was  not  an 
ordinary  war,  and  that  no  formality  could  make 
it  so  ; tliat  the  French  liad  not  entered  their  cotin- 
try  as  fair  and  honorable  enemies,  but  basely  and 
perfidiously,  in  the  character  of  allies  5 that  theii' 
actions,  after  the  first  treachery,  had  been  lho.se  of 
ruffians  and  murderers ; and  tliat  tliUs  they  had 
forfeited  all  claim  to  the  common  courtesies  and  ob- 
servances of  war.  The  Spaniards,  therefore,  did 
not  consider  these  men  as  soldiers,  but  .as  criminals  ; 
they  had  laid  down  their  arms,  but  they  could  not- 
lay  down  their  crimes  ; and  it  was  impossible  for 
those  who  had  any  sense  of  tlie  importance  of  the 
contest  in  which  they  were  engaged,  the  sanctity  of 
the  principles  for  which  they  were  struggling,  even 
of  what  was  due  to  their  own  honor  and  individual 
feelings,  to  regard  the  Frencii  as  they  would  have 
regarded  any  other  enemies;  Dupont,  after  his  sur-> 
render,  invited  the  Spanish  officers  to  dine  With  him^ 
and  they,  one  and  all,  peremptorily  refused,  withouj, 
assigning  any  apology  or  excuse— but  with  an  un.i 
disguised  impulse  of  abhorrence,  shrinkiijg  from 
him,  as  from  one  with  whom  it  was  infamous  to  as* 
sociate. 

It  is  said  that  letters  Were  intercepted  which  hq 
had  dispatched  to  Junot  after  his  capitulation,  urg- 
ing him  to  march  with  his  main  force  into  Andalusia, 
pointing  out  to  him  what  places  to  attack,  und 
promising  to  rally  the  prisoners  and  join  him. — ■ 
Whether  this  Were  true,  or  only  a fabrication,  in-> 
tended  to  excuse  the  junta  for  breaking  the  engage* 
ment  into  which  Castanos  had  entered,  Dupont 
soon  perceived  it  was  not  intended  to  li  ansport  hiA 
army  to  France,  and  he  addressed  a letter  of  ccm<‘ 
plaint  to  Morla.  Morla  replied,  that  the  Condition^ 
of  the  treaty  v/ere  in  themselves  impossible.  The 
Spaniards  liad  neither  (ransporis  nor  the  means  oF 
procuring  them  ; nor,  if  they  had,  was  it  supposed 
that  the  English  would  suffer  them  to  pass,  certain 
as  they  must  be,  that  the  French  would  immediate- 
ly carry  on  the  war  on  some  other  point  or  perhapa 
on  the  same.  Neither  Castanos,  he  said,  nor  Du- 
pont himself,  could  ever  have  thought  that  the 
capitulation  would  be  executed  ; the  object  of  the 
former  was  to  relieve  himself  from  embarrassment 
that  of  tha  latter,  to  oblain  coi^itions,  v/hich, 
though  imposslbleto  fulfil,  might  give  an  *ippear«nce 
of  honor  to  his  sui  render. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Morla  was  original- 
ly disposed  to  submit  to  the  French  5 his  subsequent 
conduct  is  not  explicable  upon  any  other  supposi- 
tion; but  It  seems  as  if  the  great  and  unexpected 
-success  of  the  Spaniards  had  shjken  him,  and  that 
he  was  willing  to  be  a patriot,  while  patriotism  was 
triumphipf.  fn  hia  qori-e.spondence  with  admlpal 
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llo^lHy,  !;e  had  caref'idly  abstained  from  all  language 
whicih  might  fomuU  liie  iltdignation  of  his  country- 
men, :md  ofl’end  I’onaparte.  Now,  on  the  conlrary, 
he  spoke  boldly,  and  asked  Dupont  what  right  such 
an  ai-mv  as  his  could  have  to  dem'md  the  execution 
oftve  .ties?  Dad  it  not  entered  Spain  professing 
friendship  and  alliance  ; imprisoned  tiie  king  and  the 
rovai  fimilv  ; plundered  his  palaces  ; ravaged  his 
towns  ; and  robbed  and  assassinated  his  subjects  r 
Tiie  11  ttioual  honor  of  the  Spaniards,  he  said,  would 
not  permit  tlieir  rulers  to  treat  such  enemies  other- 
wise than  as  they  were  treated ; and  Dupont  was 
Warned  against  drawing  upon  hinisclf,  by  his  impru- 
dence, more  and  more  >he  indignation  of  the  people, 
iiiid  admonisiied,  by  submission  and  a suitable  be- 
haviovtr,  to  weaken  tlie  strong  sense  of  the  atroci- 
ties he  h .(i  committed  at  Cordova.  'I'hat  general,  and 
Ills  sti  ff,  iiowever,  would  have  been  sent  to  France, 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  wliicli  inflamed  the 
indignation  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  highest  degree. 
As  his  baggage  was  on  the  way  to  the  water-side  to 
be  embarked,  som.e  church  plale,  part  of  the  plunder 
. fi  oin  Cordova, /b//  out  of  one  of  the  bags.  It  was 
sieen  by  tiie  people,  and  they  instantly  seized  upon 
the  whole  of  tiie  filunder  which  the  French  were 
about,  to  carry  off.  Dupont,  with  great  effrontery, 
addressed  a second  letter  to  Morla,  on  which  he 
“invoked  the  principles  of  honor  and  probity  for 
the  restitution  of  his  property  ” This  provoked 
the  indignant  reply  w'hich  it  deserved.  “ It  never  was 
my  intention’*  .said  MorD,  “and  still  less  that  of  the 
supreme  junta,  that  you  and' your  army  should  car- 
ry  out  of  Spain,  the  fruit  of  your  rapacity,  cruelty 
and  impiety.  How  could  you  conceive  this  possible  ? 
How  could  you  believe  jus  to  be  so  stupid  and  sense- 
less Can  a capitulation  which  speaks  only  of  your 
equipag-i,  give  you  a property  in  the  treasures  wnich 
your  army  has  accumulated  by  means  of  murder, 
cruelty,  and  sacril»^ge  ? Is  there  any  reason  or  right, 
which  requires  that  faith  or  even  liumamt)’,  should 
be  observed  towards  an  army  which  entered  the 
kingdom  of  a friend  and  td^'  under  false  pretences; 
seized  its  king  and  all  Ins  family,  extorted  from 
him  a renunciation  infaVor  of  their  own  monarch, 
and,  because  the  nation  woidd  not  submit  to  a 
transfer,  wliich,  even  if  their  king  had  been  at  liber- 
ty he  had  no  power  to  make,  proceeded  to  pillage 
the  palaces  and  towns,  to  profane  and  plunder  the 
churches,  murdering  the  ministers  of  tlie  abar,  ra- 
vishing virgins,  seizing  every  article  of  value  which 
they  could  transport,  and  destroying  w'hat  they 
were  forced  to  leave  behind  ? Is  it  possible,’’  said 
Morla,  “that  they  when  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their 
iniquity,  should  liave  the  impudence  to  appeal  to 
the  principles  of  honor  and  probity  ? My  natural  mo- 
deration,” he  added,  “has  induced  me  to  write  to  your 
excellency  hitherto  with  a certain  respect ; but,  in 
i‘eply  to  such  extraordinary  demands,  which  amount 
to  this,  “do  you  sack  the  temples  and  houses  of 
C idiz,  in  order  to  indemnify  me  for,  the  plunder  of 
Cordova  and  other  towns,  which  the  populace  have 
takc-n  from  me,”  1 could  not.  refrain  from  a slight 
sketch  of’ your  conduct.  Lay  aside  such  expecta- 
tions, and  congratulate  yourselves  that  the  noble 
character  of  the  Spanish  people  makes  them  abstain 
from  exercising  the  vile  officer  of  executioners.” 
Dupont  and  his  staff  were  now  detained  as  prison- 
ers. It  would  probably  have  been  dangerous  to 
have  embarked  them ; and  the  general  himself^ 
perhaps,  began  to  apprehend,  that,  however 
'wretciied  h’ls  situation  in  SpaiOj  there  was  little 
Lope  of  amending  it  by  returning  to  France.  Morla 
informed  the  people  that  their  transportation  was 
suspended  by  the  junta  of  Sevillsi  fer  weighty 


rea.sons,  not  fit  to  be  made  public.  Those  reasons 
have  never  transpired  ; but,  for  the  terms  which 
Castanos  had  agreed  to,  of  carrying  the  whole  army 
to  France,  it  is  manifest  that  such  terms  ought  not 
to  have  been  granted,  and  that -he  junta  of  Seville 
could  not  execute  them  without  betray  mg  their 
country — for  what  was  it  but  transporting  them 
out  of  Andalusia,  that  they  might  recross  the  Py- 
renees, and  begin  their  atrocities  anew  ; first  in 
other  provinces,  and  fin.tlly  in  Andalusia  itself, 
whither  they  would  return  with  additional  forces  to 
complete  their  work,  and  take  vengeance  for  their 
defeat?  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  terras  can 
bind  a govt  rnment  to  act  in  direct,  certain  and 
maniest  opposition  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  ; but 
it  beitoved  the  junta  of  Seville  solemr.iy''  to  have 
proclaimed  this,  to  have  disavowed  the  act  of  their 
general,  and  to  have  censured  him,  notwithstanding 
his  victory.. 

1'he  feeling  of  the  Spaniards  was  so  strong,  in 
consequence  of  tke  atrocities  which  they  had  wlt- 
nessedj  that  Morla  was  called  upon,  by  anonymous 
letters  from  many  parts  of  Spain,  to  consider  Du- 
pont and  the  other  generals  as  robbers  and  murder- 
ers, and  bring  them  to  condign  punishment.  If 
Murat,  indeed,  had  been  made  prisoner,  the  execu- 
tions which  he  had  ordered  at  Madrid  after  the  in- 
surrection, and  in  cool  blood,  would  have  justified  the 
Spaniards,  inputting  him,  and  every  member  of  his 
bloody  tribunal,  to  a public  and  shameful  death  ; the 
blood  of  their  murdered  brethren,  tlie  honor  of  their 
country,  and  the  general  good  of  mankind  would 
have  required  such  an  example.  With  regard  to 
Dupont  and  his  staff,  it  Was  otherwise  ; and  Morla, 
who  thought  the  wish  of  putting  them  to  death  was 
disgraceful  to  his  countrymen,  ought  not  to  have 
affixed  a stain  upon  them  by  publicly  replying  to 
anonymous  letters.  But  it  is  apparent,  from  the 
general  style  of  his  reply,  that,  ire  now  expected 
Bonaparte  would  be  successful  in  his  usurpation, 
and  that  he  took  this  opportunity  of  publishing 
opinions  to  which  he  might  x’efer  as  proofs  of  con- 
sistency, after  he  should  have  abandoned  the  patri- 
otic cause,  and  betray^ed  his  country. — In  detaining 
the  prisoners,  he  said,  he  had  only  obeyed  the  junta 
of  Seville  ; to  obey  was  all  he  had  to  do  : for  it 
was  not  in  his  character  or  manner  of  thinking  ever 
to  resist  a constituted  auihority;  such  resistance 
could  only  occas’ion  civil  dissentions,  which  were 
the  greatest  evils  a nation  could  suffer,  and  vvhich. 
he  would  never  spare  any  sacrifice  to  avoid.  This 
might  have  been  the  careless  language  of  an  honest 
man,  but  it  became  apparent  that  Morla  had  weigh- 
ed his  expressions  well,  and  used  them  with  a dtfi 
nite  meaning,  and  a definite  purpose,  which  lie  after- 
wards acknowledged  the  government  of  the  intru- 
der as  a constituted  authority  ; informed  the  Spa- 
niards that  no  evil  was  so  great  as  that  of  seeing 
their  country  the  seat  of  war,  and  exhorted  them 
to  put  an  end  to  that  evil  by  the  sacrifice  of  indivi- 
dual honor  and  national  independence,  and  becom- 
ing slaves  and  traitors  like  himself. 

By  the  battle  of  Baylen,  Andalusia  was  left  ia 
peace ; not  a Frenchmen  in  arms  remained  in  tlie 
wliole  province.  The  victory  was  splendid  in  itself, 
and  of  great  importance  in  its  Immeaiute  consequen- 
ces ; it  was  worthy  of  thanks-givings  and  rejoicings, 
and  policy  required  that  the  junta  should  celebrate 
it  with  ostentatious  solemnities.  Castanos  had 
made  a vow  to  dedicate  his  victory  to  king  Si.  Fer- 
nando, who,  having  won  the  city  of  Seville  from 
tlie  Moors,  is  worshipped  there'Avith  e.special  vene- 
I’ation.  The  ceremony  was  perforn;ed  on  the  4lk 
August  with’  great  pomp,  anef  the  French  eagles  were 
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ofTersd  at  the  shrine  of  the  canonized  conqueror, 
as  tropliies  of  the  most  signal  victory  that  had  been 
achieved  in  Andalusia  since  his  lime.  Hut  in  the 
language  of Cistanos,  there  were  mules  of  vanity 
and  boastfulness  wliich  detracted  from  the  estima- 
tion in  whicli  he  iiad  previously  been  hv'ld;  he  arro- 
gated to  himself  as  much  merit  for  tiie  victory,  as 
if  he,  and  not  Reding,  had  conamanded  in  the  field. 
(to  bk  continued  ) 


French  Decree. 

Palace  of  TKiANox,  August  23. — Napoleon  by  the 
gr  .ee  of  God,  and  constitutions,  emperor  of  the 
Fi-cuch,  8cc.  to  all  present,  and  to  come,  greeting. 

Different  questions  having  been  submitted  to  us 
wiUi  reg.u'd  to  the  condition  of  Frenchmen  estub 
lishedin  foreign  countries,  vve  have  thoiiglit  it  right 
to  make  known  our  intentions  on  that  subject. 

By  our  decree  of  the  Jth  of  April,  1809,  we  have 
already  pronounced  with  regard  to  such  French- 
men as  have  borne  arms  against  their  country  ; and 
tliose,  who,  residing  with  a power  with  wliom  we 
go  to  war,  do  not  quit  its  territory  ; or  who  being 
summoned  by  us,  do  not  obey  that  order. 

But  no  law  has  yet  been  laid  down  either  with 
regard  to  Frenchmen  naturalized  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, with  or  without  our  authority,  or  with  regard 
to  such  as  have  already  entered,  or  choose  to  enter 
in  future,  into  the  service  of  a foreign  power. 

And  .as  it  is  not  our  wish  to  confouml  those  of 
our  subjects  who  are  induced  from  legitimate  mo- 
tives to  naturalize  themselves  abroad,  with  those 
wliose  conduct  will  assume  the  char.icler  of  felony, 
we  have  resolved  by  these  presents,  to  complete  and 
make  known  this  important  branclt  of  legislation. 

For  these  reasons,  on  the  report  of  our  grand 
judge,  minister  of  justice,  and  our  council  of'  state 
being  heard. 

We  have  decreed  and  ordered,  and  do  decree  and 
order  as  follows  : — 

Titlf.  Ir  Of  Frenchmen  naturalized  abroad  with 
our  permission. 

Art.  I.  No  Frenchmen  can  be  naturalized  abroad 
without  our  authority. 

2.  Our  permission  shall  be  granted  by  letters  pa- 
tent, drawn  up  by  our  grand  judge,  signed  by  our 
hand,  countersigned  by  our  secretary  of  state,  in- 
spected by  our  cousin  the  pri"ce  arch-chancellor, 
inserted  in  ihe  bulletin  of  laws,  and  registered  in 
the  imperial  court  of  the  last  place  of  domicile  of  the 
person  to  whom  they  relate. 

3.  Frenchmen  tlius  naturalized  abroad  shall  en- 
joy the  right  of  possessing,  of  transmitting,  and  of 
.succeeding  to  property,  even  when  the  subjects  of 
the  countries  where  tliey  shall  be  naturalized,  do  not 
enjoy  these  rights  in  France. 

4 The  chilvlren  of  a I’renchman  born  in  the 
country  where  he  is  naturalized  are  aliens. 

5.  Frenchmen  naturalized  abroad  even  with  our 
permission,  can  at  no  time  carry  arms  against 
h ranee,  under  pain  of  being  indicted  in  our  courts, 
and  condemned  to  tile  punishments  enacted  in  the 

penal  code,  book  3J,  chap.  73. 

Title  II.  Of  Frenchmen  naturalized  abroad 
without  our  permission. 

6.  Fvery  Frenchmen  naturalized  abroad  without 
our  permission,  shall  incur  the  loss  ot  his  prope  ty, 
which  shall  be^  confiscated ; he  shall  no  longer  en 
joy  the  right  ot  succession,  and  the  succession  fal- 
ling unto  him  shall  passt  o the  next  heir,  provided 
he  is  domiciliated  in  France. 

By  tlie  7ih,  8th,  9th  and  teqth,  it  is  provided  that 
by  a process  instituted  in  the  courts  of  justice,  such 


persons  shall  lose  their  titles  if  they  h-’ve  any,  to- 
gether with  the  property  attached  to  tliem,  whicIi 
shall  devolve  to  the  nearest  heir,  being  P'  etieli,  M)-; 
rights  of  tiie  wife  being  secured,  which  sh.'ill  b?  re- 
gulated as  in  the  case  of  wi  lowed. 

11.  Tliose  who  are  n.iturallzed  abroad  without 
permission,  and  against  wliom  tlie  .iliovc  j^rucess 
ins  taken  pi, ice,  if  found  in  the  territory  of  ti.e  er.-. 
pire,  sliall,  for  the  first  time,  be  arrested  and  con- 
ducted beyond  the  frontiers;  if  they  return,  ihey 
siiall  be  condemned  to  a certain  nunaber  of  years 
imprisonment  not  less  than  a year,  nor  more  than  ten 
years. 

Title  HI, — Of  individuals  already  naturalized  a* 
broad. 

12.  Individuals  naturalized  abroad  at  the  perio-d 
of  publication  of  this  fiecree,  may  within  a year,  if 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  within  three  years,  if  be- 
yond lint  continent  ; within  five  years  if  beyond  tiie 
cape  of  Good  Hope  and  in  tlie  Indies,  obtain  our  con- 
firmation according  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  the 
present  decree. 

Title  IV. — Of  Frenchmen  in  the  service  of  a 
reign  power. 

13.  N-)  Frencliman  can  enter  the  service  of  a 
foreign  power  without  our  special  permission,  and 
except  under  condition  of  returning,  .should  vi  e re- 
cal  him  eitiier  by  a general  proclamation  or  a direct 
order. 

14.  Those  of  our  subjects  who  shall  have  obtain- 
ed this  permission,  cannot  take  the  oaths  to  the 
poAver  wliich  they  serve,  without  a proviso  of  never 
be.aring  arms  against  P'rance,  and  of  quilting  the 
service,  even  without  being  rec  died,  should  that 
power  iiappen  to  go  to  war  with  us. 

15.  The  permission  of  entering  the  service  of  a 
foreign  power,  shall  be  granted  by  letters  patent  ac- 
cording  to  the  forms  presented  in  art.  2d. 

16.  They  cannot  act  as  ministers  plenipotentiary 
in  any  treaty  where  our  interests  come  into  di.scus- 
sion. 

17.  They  must  not  wear  a foreign  cockade  in 
countries  in  subjection  tons,  nor  there  appear  in  a 
foreign  uniform  ; th«y  sh  ill  be  authorised  to  we.ir 
the  national  colours  when  in  the  empire. 

18.  They  may  nevertheless  wear  the  decoration 
of  foreign  orders,  when  they  shall  have  received 
them  with  our  consent. 

19.  They  may  not  enter  France  but  with  our  spe- 
cial permission. 

20.  Fi-enchmen  entering  the  service  of  a foreign 
power  without  our  permission,  and  remaining  m it 
after  war  is  declared  between  Eb-ance  and  tliut  pow. 
er,  shall  be  considered  as  having  borne  arms  against 
us,  from  the  circumstance  alone  of  rhcir  li  vingcoii- 
tiiiued  to  form  a part  of  a military  corps  destined  to 
act  against  the  f'rench  empire  or  its  allies. 

21.  Our  ministers  are  charged  each  in  liis  owu 

department,  with  the  execution  of  the  present  de- 
cree. (Signed)  NAPOLEON: 

By  the  emperor. 

Count  DAIIU,  secretary  of  stale. 


The  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state  of  '^'Irginia 
has  issued  a proclamation,  offering  fifty  dollars  re- 
ward, for  tlie  apprehension  of  a certain  John  John- 
son, who  lately  made  iiis  escape  from  the  jail  of 
Louisa  county,  to  which  he  had  been  enmmiued  on 
I charge  of  grand  lurcenv — .said  “.Johnson  i.s  five 
■eet  eight  or  nine  inches  liigh,  of  a pale  complexion 
an  Irishman  by  birth,  very  impertinent  in  his  belta- 
viour,  swears  hard)  and  is  very  fond  of  ardent  spx- 
rits.” 
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British  diplomatic  pensions. 

The  following  list  of  pensions,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  which  has  accrued  within  10  or  12  years— 
making  an  aggregate  of  i£59,789,  equal  to 
1265, 463  16 — or  about  the  amount  of  tlie  lehol^ 
civil  list  of  the  United  States,  may  serve  to  shew 
in  what  manner  the  earnings  of  the  many  are  squan- 
dered to  pamper  tlie  well-born  few,  in  monarchi- 
cal governments.  Several  of  those  pensions  are 
the  reward  of  a few  months  service;  which,  at 
the  time  it  was  rendered,  was  bountifully  paid  for. 
To  exemplify  the  nature  of  pensions,  generally,  in 
Great  Britain,  we  intend  to  publish  lord  Coch- 
rane's speech  respecting  them. 

Extract  from  the  accounts  and  p.apers  presented 
to  the  British  house  of  commons,  relating  to  the  in- 
crease and  diminution  of  salaries  in  the  public  offi- 
cers of  government.  The  following  late  foreign 
ministers,  secretaries  and  consuls  are  upon  the  contin- 
gent pension  list. 

William  Wickham,  ^.1200  per  annum;  George 
Cooke  248  do.;  John  Coleman  120  do.;  Nathaniel 
Davison  360:  reverend  Louis  Dutens  300;  John 
Lewis  Doerfeld  250;  Earl  of  Elgin  2000:  Sir  Ro- 
bent  Gunning  4000;  Morion,  Lord  Henley  2000; 
Daniel  Hailes  1127;  Charles  Keene  250j  Hobert  Lis- 
ton 2000;  [suspended  on  account  of  employment.] 
Jolin  Milliguet  250;  John  Osborne  800;  Horace  Sr, 
Paul  600;  AUsne,  Lord  St.  Helyns  2300;  Sir  John 
Stepney  800;  Richard  Shepherd  250;  Lord  Viscount 
Torrington  1684,  John  Trevor  1200;  James  Talbot 
600;  James,  Earl  of  Malmsbury  2300;  [/.1200  rever- 
sionary to  lord  viscount  Fitzharris.]  Thomas  Wal- 
pole 800;  Charles,  lord  Whitworth,  2300;  Robert 
Walpole  2000;  William  Drummond  1700;  Sir 
James  Crauford  1000;  John  Hookham  Frere  I7OO; 
Dav'id  Gray  600;  Perkins  Magra  500;  Robert  Wal- 
rond  250;  John  Falcon  500;  William,  lord  Auck- 
land 230Q;  Francis  Drake  1500;  George  Hammond 
1200;  Cliarles  H.  Frazer  900;  Joseph  Fry  200; 
Francis  James  Jackson  1700;  Jinthony  JMerrylYOO-, 
Brooke  Taylor  1200;  John  Spencer  Smith  1200; 
Henry  W«tk-ins  Williams'  Wynn  1200;  Charles  Ar- 
buthnot  2000  [suspended  as  joint  secretary  of  the 
treasury.]  Alexander  Straton  1500;  Edward  Thorn- 
ton 1200;  sir  John  Borlase  Warren  2000;  sir  Arthur 
Paget  1700,  Henry  Pierrepont  1200;  John  Watsoq 
300}  Thomas  Jackson  80Q. 


British  order  in  council. 

The  following  is  the  entire  substance  of  the  order  in 
council,  mentioned  in  our  last,  copied  from  a Lon- 
don paper  of  Sept.  6. 

The  prince  regent,  in  council,  on  the  6th  of  Sep* 
tember,  has  been  pleased  to  order,  that  the  orders 
in  council  allowing  the  importation  and  exportation 
of  certain  commodities  in  neutral  ships,  into  and 
from  his  majesty’s  territories  in  the  West  Indies, 
Stc.  be  continued  in  force  until  December  31, 
1812,  (except  with  respect  to  salted,  dried  or  pick- 
led  fish,  and  beef,  pork,  and  butter,  after  the  1st 
July,  1812.)  In  consequence,  vessels  belonging  to 
slates  ia  amity  with  his  majesty,  may  import  into 
tlve  said  West  Indies,  &c.  staves,  lumber,  horses, 
mules,  asses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  liogs,  and  every 
other  species  of  live  stock  and  live  provisions,  and 
also  of  every  kind  of  provision  whatsoever,  ex- 
cepting the  articles  of  salted,  dried,  or  pickled  fish, 
beef,  pork,  and  butter,  as  aforesaid,  after  the  1st  Ju- 
ly, 18  U) 

But  his  royal  highness  nevertheless  orders,  that 
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after  1i>e  1st  day  of  December,  18H,  on  sU  staves, 
lumber,  horses,  mules,  asses,  neat  cattle,  sheep, 
hog's,  poulti7,  live  stock,  live  provisions,  and  aivy 
kind  of  provisions  whatever,  being  of  the  grow tli 
or  produce  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 

following  duties  shall  be  paid  a 

For  every  quintal  of  drieii  or  salt  cod  fish  htty-hve 
cents  ; and*  a proportionate  duty  for  every  barrel  of 
cured  or  pickled  shad,  alewives,  mackarcd,  or  sal- 
mon, and  the  following  duties  in  Jamaica  currency 
Wheat  flour,  per  barrel,  ^ 5 ® 

Wheat  bread,  do.  ^ o 

Other  bread,  per  hundred,  © 3 4 

Meal,  from  rye,  peas,  beans,  Indian 

corn,  &c.  per  bbl.  0 3 4 

Peas,  beans,  rye,  com,  &c.  per  bushel,  0 0 10 

Rice,  per  cwt.  0 3 4 

Common  shingles  (Boston  chips)  per 

thousand,  034 

Other  shingles,  per  thousand,  0 6 8 

Red  oak  staves,  per  thousand,  10  0 

White  oak  do.  do.  0 15  0 

White  or  yellow  pine  lumber,  do.  0 10  0 

Pitch  pine  lumber,  do,  0 15  0 

Hoops,  per  thousand,  0 5 0 

Horses,  neat  cattle,  stock,  &c.  ten  per  cent,  ad  x>o- 
lorenit  at  the  port  or  place  of  importation. 

It  is  also  ordered,  that  the  said  permission  to  im- 
port and  export,  until  the  said  31st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1812,  shall  cease  in  six  months  after  notifi- 
cation of  such  cessation  shall  appear  in  the  London 
Gazette,  and  at  the  expiration  of  six  months,  after 
the  ratification  of  a definitive  treaty  of  peace. 


same  time,  an  intercourse  of  this  kind  with  Ame- 
rica is  not  contrary  to  tlie  navigation  laws,  since  tliey 
ao  not  restrain  direct  intercourse  between  us  and 
any  foreign  country,  whose  shipping  brings  us  her 
own  produce  and  carries  back  ours. 

That  another  mode  of  relief,  at  once  obvious  and 
just,  is  the  reduction  of  the  duties  under  a regula- 
tion proportioning  them  to  the  average  price  of  su- 
gar: 

That  a committee  of  twelve  gentlemen  be  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a petition  to  parliament  and  to  the 
throne,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  general  objects 
of  this  meeting;  of  which  number  any  five  with  the 
chairman  of  this  meeting,  shall  be  deemed  compe- 
tent to  transact  bu.sinessik 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
apply  by  petition  to  the  legislature,  requesting  that 
a fund  be  provided  to  meet  the  necessary  expences 
incurred  in  carrying  the  objects  of  the  meeling  into 
effect. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  a com- 
mittee : 

Hon.  ,Tohn  F.  Alleync,  Hon.  Samuel  Hinds, 
Hon  John  B.  Skeete,  Hon.  John  A.  Beckles, 
Hon,  John  Beckles,  Henry  E.  Holder,  George 
Carrington,  .Tolin  P.  Mayres,  John  II.  Finder, 
Dr.  H.  Hamden,  jr.  James  Makwell,  C.  Cadogan, 
Esqrs. 

The  chairman  (Hon.  John  Barrows)  received  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting,  and  the  business  of  the  day 
was  closed. 

By  order  of  the  Hon.  the  chairman, 

L.THOMaS,  Jr,  Sec’ry, 


British  America. 

BAnBAuoES,  August  27. — At  a meeting  of  the 
planters  and  merchants  engaged  in  the  sugar  manu- 
factory and  trade,  the  following  resolutions,  among 
others,  have  been  passed  ; 

That  tlie  distresses  of  the  West  India  planters 
have  increased  to  an  extent  hitherto  unexampled 
and  the  effects  which  the  disuse  of  sugar  in  the 
distilleries  has  already  produced,  are  such  as  to  ex- 
cite in  our  minds  just  and  most  alarming  apprehen- 
sions, tliat  nothing  short  of  speedy  relief  can  enable 
the  planter  to  preserve  his  capital  from  the  most  ra- 
pid deterioration. 

That  a partial  export  of  sugar  from  tlie  West 
Indies  was  formerly  allov/ed  in  American  bottoms, 
the  prohibition  of  which  has  proved  extremely  in- 
jurious to  the  planters,  -zvho  receive  thos^  stores  so 
essential  to  t^e  existence  of  their  plantations  from  the 
United  States,  to  p?iy  fovwWxch,  money  is  now  drain- 
ed from  the  colonies.  Hence  it  was  recommended 
in  the  year  1808,  by  a committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  planters  thould  be  allowed  to 
barter  sugars  with  the  Americans,  to  the  value  of 
the  stores  which  they  receive  from  them;  and  it 
has  .been  proved  before  a committee  of  tlie  House 
of  Commons  in  1807,  that  British  America  is  ill 
suited  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  planters,  who  are 
furnished  only  with  one-tenth  of  their  stores  thence; 
the  value  of  these  stores  from  the  United  States  has 
beenyjomputed  at  25,000  hhds.  of  sugar,  the  vent 
for  which  would  afford  a great  relief  to  the  planter 
and  prevent  a reduction  of  his  crops,  which  under 
existing  circumstances,  most  ultimately  ensue  to 
his  ruin,  and  to  the  consequent  injury  of  the  ship 
owner  and  merchants;  on  the  other  hand,  the  ad- 
mission of  this  barter  would  contribute  to  redeem 
him  from  a rapid  approach  of  insolvency,  and  ena- 
bled him  to  pay  those  debts  which  would  otherwise 
fee  iQst  to  his  Britisfc  coiT?spondent;  and  at  the 


A Day  at  Madrid. 

From  a Pictuhe  of  Madrid,  taken  on  the  spof. 

My  Christian  Augustus  Fischer.  Translated 

from  the  German. 

I wake — his  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  ! Tlie 
whole  broad  street  of  Alcala  is  spread  before  me  like 
an  immense  square— churches — palaces  and  con- 
vents : — at  the  further  end  the  shady  walksL  of  the 
Prado— a grand  sublime  sight,  baffling  description. 

Tile  matin  bell  announces  the  early  mass — the 
streets  become  more  animated— Veiled  women  in 
black,  men  in  long  brown  cloaks  with  redisillas, 
wearing  their  liair  in  a kind  of  net  work,  hanging 
low  down  their  back.  The  doors  of  all  the  balcoi 
nies  open,  and  water  is  sprinkled  out  before  every 
house. 

Now  tlie  goat-keepers  with  their  little  herds  en- 
ter the  gates,  crying  milk!  milk!  goat’s  milk  1 — 
fre.sh  and  warm  ! who  will  have  any  ? 'There  I see 
market  women  pass  by  with  their  asses  loaded 
with  vegi tables— bakers  with  bread,  in  carts  made 
of  Spanish  reed — water  carriers  and  porters  hasten- 
ing to  commence  their  day’s  work,  while  with  a 
hoarse  voice  two  consequential  looking  alguarzils 
proclaim  the  thelts  committed  on  the  preceding 
night. 

By  degrees,  all  the  warehouses,  shops,  and 
bootlies,  are  opened.  The  publicans  f taberneros J 
expose  their  wine  caps  ; the  cliocolate  women  get 
their  pots  ready  ; the  water  carriers  begin  to  chaunt 
their  ^^Quienbebe  (who’ll  drink  ?)  and  the  hack- 
ney coach  and  hackney  chsise  drivers,  with  tlie 
persons  who  let  mules  for  hire,  take  their  usual 
stands. 

Soon  the  whole  street  resounds  with  the  various 
cries  of  numberless  criers — Cod,  white  cod  ! Oni- 
ons, onions  from  Gallacia  ! Walnuts,  walnuts  from 
Biscay ! Oranges,  oranges  from  Murcia  1,  Hot 
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smoked  sausages  from  Estramadura ! Tom^es, 
lartje  tomates  ! Sweet  citrons,  sweet  citrons  ’ Par- 
ley water  ! Ice  water  ! A new  journal  ! A n^v  ga- 
zette ! Watermelons!  Long  Malaga  raisins  ! Olives, 
olives  from  S wiile ! Milk  rolls  ! Milk  rolls,  fresh 
and  hot ! Grapes,  grages  I Figs,  new  figs  . Fome- 
eranates,  pomegranates  from  Valencia, 

Ii  strikes  ten ; the  guards  mount ; dragoons 
Swiss  regiments,  Walloon  guards,  Spanish  infantry, 

“ Alos  pies  Vin  Donna  Manuela  T’  fAef  us  to 
mass.J 

All  the  bells  are  ringing,  all  the  streets  are  co- 
vered with  the  rock  roses,  rich  carpets  hanging 
fi’om  every  balcony,  and  altars  raised  on  every 
square  under  canopies  of  state.  The  procession 
sets  out.  What  a number  of  neat  little  angels,  with 
paste  board  wings,  covered  with  gilt  paper!  ima- 
ges of  saints,  with  fine  powdered  bob  wigs,  and 
robes  of  gold  brocade  ! What  swarms  of  priests  . 
How  many  beautiful  girls  ! all  pleasant  and  in  mix- 
ed groupes. 

The  clock  proclaims  noon-day ! We  return  thi%o’ 
the  square  of  the  Puerta  del  Sol!  All  the  rifas, 
(raffles)  have  begun,  all  tlie  hackney  writers  are 
busy  and  the  whole  square  tiironged  with  people. 

One  o’clock ! we  are  all  called  to  dinner ; a great 
dead  of  saffron,  many  love-apples,  plenty  of  oil  and 
pimento ! Put  then,  wine  from  La  Mancha,  old 
Ceres  and  Malaga  I What  a nice  thing  is  Spanish 
cookery  ! 

La  Siesta  ! la  Siesta,  Senores  ! A deadly  silence 
is  in  all  the  streets,  all  the  window  shutters  are  put 
np,  or  the  curtains  let  down  ; even  the  most  indus- 
trious porter  stretches  his  length  on  his  mat,  and 
falls  asleep  at  the  fountain,  with  his  pitcher  behind 
him. 

At  four  o’clock  every  body  repairs  to  the  bull- 
fight, to  the  canal,  or  to  the  prado,  all  is  gaiety  and 
merriment,  one  equipage  after  another,  one  chaise 
after  another,  drive  full  speed  to  those  places  of  di- 
version, 

Tiie  Puerto  del  Sol  becomes  as  crowded  as  before 
and  the  water-carriers  and  tlie  orange  women,  the 
procuresses  of  the  frail  fair,  are  all  as  busy  as 
bees. 

Thus  passes  the  afternoon  ; and  the  dusky  shades 
of  evening  set  in  at  last.  All  the  bells  ring  and 
every  Spaniard  says  the  prayer  of  salutation  to  the 
Virgin.  Now  all  hasten  to  the  terfulias  and  thea- 
tres, an  I in  a few  minutes  the  rattling  of  carriages 
resounds  in  every  street.  The  Lamps  before  the 
houses,  or  the  images  of  the  Virgin,  are  already 
lighted ; the  merchants  and  dealers  have  illuminated 
their  houses  and  sliops,  and  the  sellers  of  ice  water 
and  lemonade  their  stalls.  F.very  where  are  seen 
rush  lights,  paper  lantiiorns,  and  bougies  on  the  ta- 
bles of  t!ie  fruit  women  and  cake  men. 

Meanwhile  the  crowd  on  the  square  has  prodi- 
glously'increased,  and  it  is  soon  stowed  with  people. 
Ill  one  part  you  will  hear  the  soft  sounds  of  the 
guitar,  or  a seguidilla ; in  another  a female  ballad 
singer  tells  in  rhyme  the  tale  of  the  last  murder 
committed  ; in  a third,  a thundering  missionary  at- 
tempts, to  move  the  hearts  of  obdurate  sinners, 
while  the  light-footed  Cyprian  corps  carries  offl  his 
audience  by  dozens.  Soon  passes  the  rosary  and 
tattoo  with  music,  and  the  equipages  return  from 
the  theaters. 

It  grows  still  later  ; the  crowds  begin  to  disperse 
— by  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  all  the  streets  are 
still  and  quiet,  and  only  here  and  there  resounds  a 
solitary  guitar  through  the  s4)Utary  gloom  of  night. 


Hurricane. 

We  have  noticed  the  general  suflering  of  thr 
British  vessels  of  war  on  our  coasts  i>y  the  Ute 
gales.  The  following  extract  from  the  log  book  of 
an  officer  on  board  the  Spartan,  is  awfully  descrip- 
tive of  the  storm,  and  deserves  record.  It  is  copied 
from  a Halifax  paper  of  the  9tli  ult. 

Extract  from  a lo^  book  kept  on  board  his  n'.nj^'siifs 
ship  Spartan,  giving  an  account  of  the  hurricarte  of 
J^londay,  September  30. 

“ At  2 A.  M.  wind  S.  E.  fresh  gales  and  cloiudy, 
Africa  in  company — at  three,  down  ton  gallant 
yards,  and  close  reefed  her  topsails,  al  7 struck 
top-gallant  masts-- at  the  same  lime  the  barometer 
had  fallen  to  28  6 10,  this- was  attempted  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Africa  by  telegraph,  ou<  it  c;'.me 
on  so  thick  that  we  lost  sight  of  her.  A'  8 it  blew 
very  hard  from  S.  E.  handed  the  topsails  and  courses 
the  sea  got  us  so  suddenly  that  we  could  not  send 
a man  aloft  to  send  tiie  top-galLmt  m ists  on  deck ; 
at  10  A.  M.  tlie  barometer  at  28  3-10  at  10,  20,  the 
wind  suddenly  died  away  to  nearly  a calm,  so  that 
the  storm  stay-sails  were  set  to  keep  the  ship  steady, 
the  wind  gradually  shifting  round  from  S.  E.  to 
N.  W.  and  about  half  past  11  it  came  on  to  blow 
with  a fury  which  it  is  impossible  to  describe ; th.e 
noise  of  the  wind  resemble!!  a continued  discharge 
of  heavy  artillery,  and  its  effects  upon  liie  storm  sails 
which  were  quite  new  and  of  the  strongest  canvas, 
was  the  same  as  if  struck  by  a shot,  the  instant 
they  felt  the  wind  they  shivered  to  atoms  and  blew 
away  in  very  small  pieces  ; and  now  without  a rag 
of  sail  except  a trysail,  the  ship  lay  on  her  side  like 
a log,  the  sea.  was  one  sheet  of  foam,  the  iee  guns, 
on  the  main  deck  were  under  water,  and  nothing 
but  ih.e  hatchways  being  buttoned  down  in  time 
prevented  our  receiving  much  water  below;  ihe 
mizen  top  sail  blew  loose,  and  at  the  same  moment 
the  mizen  top  mast  went  over  the  side,  but  the  wind 
was  so  load  that  vve  did  not  (lear  it  fall ; th-^  sea  was 
at  this  time  breaking  over  the  sh  p to  wmdvva'd, 
and  the  scene  on  deck  was  most  awful.  For  nearly 
an  hour  and  an  half  this  continued;  every  moment 
we  expected  the  masts  to  be  blown  over  side, 
and  by  the  greatest  exertions  imaginable,  a hawser 
was  passed  round  the  lee  rigging  to  enable  us  to  cut 
away  the  shrouds  whenever  the  masts  might  fall, 
“The  men  behaved  nobly,  and  the  officers  set  them 
a good  example,  but  such  was  the  violence  of  the 
tempest,  that  the  most  daring  seaman  could  do  Uttle 
moi'e  at  first  than  look  at  it  with  astonishment.  At  1 
p.  M.  the  carpenter  reported  the  mainmast  to  be  so 
badly  sprung  that  he  thought  it  must  soon  fall ; the 
foremast  was  nearly  in  the-  same  state,  the  ship  la- 
boring so  much  that  we  considered  the  loss  of  the 
masts  as  inevitable;  at  half  past  one  the  wind  abated 
but  still  blew  a heavy  gale,  and  we- saw  the  Africa  to 
windward,  with  her  main  and  mizen  topmasts  gone  ; 
at  this  time  the  larboard  or  weather  bovver  anchor 
broke  adrift,  and  we  apprehended  that  the  force  of 
the  sea  would  drive  it  tlirough  the  bow,  so  we  cut 
the  cable  and  let  it  go  ; at  4 the  gale  had  moderated 
but  the  sea  still  ran  very  high  ; all  hands  were,  em- 
ployed in  securing  the  masts.  At  30  minutes  past 
10  P.  M.  the  maintop  mast  fell  over  the  side,  which, 
we  were  not  sorry  to  see  as  it  certainly  saved  the 
mainmast;  we  were  employed  all  night  in  clearing 
the  wreck,  the  next  morning  the  sea  still  ran  high, 
and  to  sav'^e  the  mast  we  were  obliged  to  cut  the  main 
geers  and  let  the  yard  come  down  ; but  we  secured 
It  without  its  doing  any  injurj^  we  saved  all  our 
wreck. — Many  of  the  men  distinguished  themselves 
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■^y  their  intrepidity  in  volunteering  aloft,  when  it 
was  not  justifiable  to  order  them  up,  but  they  made 
tiie  offer,  and  it  was  reluctantly  accepted.” 


Literary  Intelligence, 

FROM  SELECT  REVIEWS. 

We  have  witnessed,  with  very  great  pleasure,  the 
taste  and  judgment  with  whicli  the  three  volumes 
of  the  “A  mericin  Law  Journal,”  by  John  E.  Hall, 
Esquire,  of  Baltimore,  have  been  produced  We 
have  no  doubt  that  the  subsequent  volumes  will 
furnish  additional  reasons  to  applaud  this  very  use- 
ful publication.  It  has  been  justly  valued  by  the 
lawyers  of  our  country;  has  been  quoted  as  authority 
in  the  several  professional  publications,  whicli 
Messrs.  Diy.  Condy,  Story,  Ingersoll,  and  Dupon 
ceau,*  have  issued  from  the  American  press,  and  is 
frequently  cited  on  the  trial  of  causes  before  our 
higiiesL  tribunals.  It  is  also  gradually  making  its 
way  among  those  other  classes  of  readers,  to  whom 
some  knowledge  of  the  improvements  and  changes 
in  the  law  is  either  incidentally  useful  in  their  avo- 
cations, or  desirable,  in  order  to  fillup  the  stock  of 

general  information.  It  is  not  merely  a compilation 
but  embraces  original  articles,  v/ith  which  it  will, 
doubtless,  be  more  frequency  enriched,  as  the  task 
becomes  more  familiar  to  the  editor,  and  his  profes- 
sional friends  shall  be  more  generally  engaged  to 
contribute  to  its  variety  and  advance  its  utility  by 
studies  of  their  own.  Its  use  is  not  confined  to  any 
slate  iu  the  union.  It  contains  decisions  of  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  every  state,  and  copious  ex- 
tracts fixim  tiiose  of  their  laws,  which,  being 
founded  on  general  principles,  it  is  important  should 
be  consulted  by  all  our  lawyers.  No  work  of  the 
kind  has  appeared  before  in  tlie  United  States,  and 
assuredly  no  work  is  calculated  for  practical  utility, 
more  than  (his,  if  the  industrious  and  meritorUms 
author  shall  be  patronized  as  he  deserves,  by  those 
for  whom  he  has  Libored. 

The  “American  Law  Journal”  is  published  in 
quarterly  numbers:  at  a very  moderate  price.  It 
commenced  in  1808,  and  three  volumes  have  been 
puLl.shed. 


Miscellaneous. 

Mvtability  of  Unman  Greatness. 

In  the  year  1504,  only  367  years  ago,  the  master 
of  the  ceremonies  of  Pope  Julius  11.  ranked  the 
powers  of  Europe  as  under.  This  was  the  rule  of 
precedence  for  ambassadors. 


1 Emperor  of  Germa- 

2 King  of  the  Romans,’ 

3 France, 

4 Spam, 

5 Arragon, 

6 Portugal, 

7 England, 

8 Sicily, 

9 Scotiund, 

10  Hungary, 

11  Navane, 

12  Cyprus, 

13  Bohemia, 

Neither  Russia  or  Pr 
but  iiow  many  in  return 


14  Poland, 

15  Uenmurk. 

16  Republic  of  Venice. 

17  Huke  of  Britanny, 

18  Duke  of  BurgUHdy, 

19  Elector  of  Bavaria, 

20  Elector  of  Branden- 

burg, 

21  Electoi-'of  Saxony, 

22  Arch  Duke  of  Aus- 

tria, 

23  Duke  of  Savoy, 

24  Grand  Duke  of  Flo- 
■ reiice. 

ssia  appear  on  this  list; 
i5ive  disappeared,  and  of 


*Day’s  *'Ord  on  Usury.”  Cuuuy’s  “Marsliall 
on  Ensurance.”  Story’s  “x\.bboU  on  Shipping.” 
IngersoU’s  “Roccus;”  and  Duponceau’s  “Bynker- 
shock.” 


those  lliat  remain,  how  have  they  clianged  rank  and 
Importance ! Of  the  papal  court,  tliat  thus  dictated 
to ’others,  what  are  we  to  say  tiow.  unless  it  be 
what  Anthony  said  over  the  inanimal?  body  ofCxsar 

i “but  yesterday 

His  word  might  iiave  been  weigh’d  ’gainst  half  the 
world : 

Now  none  so  low  as  do  him  reverence 

Such  is  the  mutability  ofliuman  greatness. 


Agents  for  the  Weekly  Register. 

Being  often  requested  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  kindly  consented  to  .act  as 
agents  for  the  Weekly  Register,  in  their  re- 
spective cities,  towns  or  neighborhood.s — and  con- 
sidering this  supplementary  number  as  rny  own 
property,  a free-will  offering  to  the  liberality  of 
the  public,  in  which  I have  a right  to  insert  the 
list,  having  some  resemblance  to  an  advertisement 
though  immediately  connected  with  the  business 
of  the  paper;  I embrace  this  occasion  to  thank 
the  undernamed  for  the  honor  tliey  have  conferred 
upon  me,  in  so  generously  aiding  my  work,  and 
to  make  known  to  the  public  that  they  are  autho- 
rized to  receive  (and  will  transmit  to  me)  the 
names  of  new  subscribers ; and  also,  on  my  ac- 
count, to  receive  monies  due  from  persons  desirous 
of  discontinuing  the  paper  at  or  beibre  the  pubU- 
licalion  of  the  I3th  number,  as  by  the  terms  of  the 
prospectus  every  gentlertian  is  left  at  perfect 
liberty  to  do  ; — making  out  their  accounts  at  the 
rate  of  <^5  per  annum,  or  for  52  numbers,  and  at 
the  same  time  giving  me  notice  thereof.  At  the 
regular  period  of  payment,  to  secure  Iiannony  to 
the  system  adopted,  the  proper  receipted  bills  will 
be  forwarded, 

■XyThe  list  of  agents  is  by  no  means  complete.  In 
many  places  to  which  the  Weekly  Regi»teu  is 
sent,  1 have  not  yet  appointecl  regular  agents.  In 
such  cases,  the  editor  politely  requests  tiie  post- 
masters to  act  fur  him  ae  above;  apprehending, 
for  any  service  they  may  be  pleased  to  render  him, 

• they  will  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  his  iilibe- 
rality  or  want  of  gratitude.  Wlien  need  requires, 
an  additional  list  of  agents  will  be  published  for* 
tlie  information  of  the  friends  of  the  Register  ; 
as  well  to  take  in  omissions  in  the  following  (if 
any  there  are)  as  to  give  notice  of  new  appoint- 
ments. 

While  on  this  subject  the  editor  begs  leave  to  ob- 
serve— that,  to  individuals  the  amount  of  the  post- 
age of  their  letters  is  a mere  trifle,  but  to  lilm,  iu 
the  aggregate,  a heavy  expence.  It  gives  him  plea- 
sure to  say — for  he  considers  it  a mark  of  respect, 
that  the  letters  to  him  have  generally  been  post 
paid,  though  some  from  inattention,  it  is  presum- 
ed, have  ouiitted  to  conform  to  the  ^^common 
in  the  case,  built  upon  usage,  and  sanctioned  by 
“jimnemorial”  custom ! 

H.  NILES. 

In  New-Hamps)ijhe.  At  Hanover,  Mr.  George  T 
Wriglii.  Concord,  tile  editor  of  the  Patriot, 

In  Massachusetts.  At  Iloslon,  the  editors  of  the 
Patriot,  Salem,  the  editor  of  the  Essex  Register. 
(ieverfy,  s'',  flumer,  esq.  Post  M ster. 

1y  Connecticut.  Al  Colebrook,  S.-lah  Tieat,  esq. 

; P.  M.  -Mrooklyn,  J.  White,  e.sq.  P.  M.  Canierhury , 
Gad  Buckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Coventry,  S.  H bbard,  esq*. 
P.  M.  jXorthinyHon,  P.  Marshal!,  esq.  P.  M.  East 
lyiiuhor,  Guy  Gaylord,  esq.  Harford,  James  Law, 
esq.  P.  M,  and  the  editor  of  the  Mercury  Cfkster^, 
IL  Dennison,  esq.  P,  3X. 
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In  Rhode  Island.  At  East  Gi'eenwich,  J.  G.  M;*w- 
fTiey,  esq.  P.  M.  JVarren,  Samuel  Rsndull,  esq.  P. 
M.  Providence^  the  editor  of  the  Phojnix. 

In  Vermont.  At  GuUdhallf  Joseph  Berry,  esq. 
P.  M.  6waniow,  William  Bray  ton,  esq  P.  M.  Fair, 
haven,  A.  M‘Parland,  esq.  P.  M.  Orwell,  Josiah  A us- 
tin,  esq.  P.  M.  Craftsbury,  Thomas  Kini^sbury,  esq. 
P.  M.  Josiah  VVheeler,  esq.  P.  M.  Put- 

ney,  A.  Manly,  esq.  P.  M.  Brideport,  Benjamin 
Heartt,  esq.  P.  M.  Burlington,  C.  P.  Van  Ness,  esq. 
P.  xM. 

In  New  York.  In  the  city,  the  editor  of  the  Co- 
lumbian; and  Messrs.  G.  and  K.  Waite.  At  Bloom 
zngsburg,  Mr.  Simeon  W.  Beckwith.  Albany,  the 
editor  of  the  Register.  Whitehall,  Gideon  Taft, 
esq.  P.  M.  Adams,  David  Perry,  esq.  P.  M.  Brook 
field,  J.  H.  Dvvighr,  esq.  P.  M.  Smyrna,  Samuel 
Guithrie,  esq.  P.  M.  Letsislown,  (Niagara  river,) 
Bates  Cook,  esq.  Monticello,  Samuel  F.  Jones,  esq. 
P.  M.  B&llston-Spa,  Mr.  R.  S.  Brown,  printer.  Fort 
Schlosser  or  Manchester,  Augustus  Porter,  esq.  P. 
M.  Troy,  the  editor  of  the  Register.  Willsbo'f'o* 
Levi  Higley,  esq.  P.  M.  Watertown,  S.  Clarke,  esq. 
P.  M. 

In  New-Jersey.  At  J\texvark,  Matthias  Day,  esq. 
P.  M.  or  Mr.  William  Tuttle,  printer.  Mendham, 
Daniel  Dodd,  esq..  P.  M.  Elizabeth  Town,  Tliomas 
Burch,  esq.  P.  M.  Rockaway,  Joseph  Jackson,  esq. 
P.  M. 

In  Pennsylvania.  At  Shippensburg,  David  Mc- 
Clure, esq,  P.  M.  Cannonsburg,  John  Roberts,  esq. 
P.  M.  Armagh,  William  Parker,;esq.  P.  M.  Stras- 
burg,  (Franklin  co.)  George  M‘Cleliund,  esq.  P.  M. 
Parkinsoi^ s F'ermy,  Adam  Hailman,  esq.  P.  M.  Bea- 
ver Town,  James  Alexander,  esq.  P.  M.  M^Connels- 
burg,  David  Agnew,  esq.  P.  M.  Somersett,  James 
Clarke,  esq.  P.  M.  Washington,  (Washington  co.) 
Mr.  William  Sample,  printer.  Reading,  Messrs. 
John  Ritter  &.  Co.  printers.  Catawisse,  John  Clark, 
esq.  P.  M.  Strasburg,  (Lancaster  co.)  John  Cald- 
well, esq.  P.  M.  Lancaster,  Mr.  William  Dickson, 
printer. 

In  Delaware.  At  Wilmington,  Mr.  James  Wilson 
printer.  Middletown,  Joseph  Ireland,  esq.  P.  M. — 
Smyrna,  Jacob  Pennington,  esq.  P.  M.  Dover,  James 
Scliee,  esq.  P.  M.  Milton,E\x  Hall, esq.  P.  M.  Lau- 
uel,  Samuel  Jacob,  esq.  P.  M. 

In  Maryland.  At  Annapolis,  Mr.  Jehu  Chandler, 
printer.  Vansvilie,  Gabriel  G.  Van  Horn,  esq.  P. 
M.  Elkton,  J.  Richardson,  esq.  P.  M.  Joppa  ^ 
Roads,  John  Rouse,  esq.  P.  M.  Ellicotds  Mills, 
Samuel  Heston,  esq.  P.  M.  SnddleFs  X Roads, 
John  Kennedy,  esq.  P.  M.  Jonastille,  John  Jonas, 
P.  M.  esq.  Denton,  Montgomery  Denny,  esq.  P.  M. 
Jstew  Market,  Richard  Roberts,  esq.  P.  M.  Friend- 
ship, Henry  Childs,  esq.  P.  M.  Snow  Hill,  Francis 
Rosse,  esq.  P.  M.  Si.  Michaels,  Richard  Harring- 
ton, esq.  P.  M.  Boonsborough,  Henry  Locker,  esq. 
P.  M.  JVe7if  Town  Trap,  James  Torrence,  esq. 
P.  M.  JVanjemoy,  William  Jackson,  esq.  P.  M. 
Westminster,  Mr.  James  M*H.,ffie.  Emmittsburg, 
Mr.  George  M.  Eiclielberger.  Queen , Ann* s,  Mr. 
John  Claytor.  Woodaborougk,  Brook  Bjker,  esq.  P. 
M.  .ffancocA:,  John  Watt,  jun.  esq.  P.  M.  Easton, 
Mr.  Thomas  P.  Smith,  primer. 

In  Virginia.  At  Gloucester,  C.  IT.  William 
Smart,  esq.  P.  M.  Surry,  C.  IT  James  Holt, 
esq.  P.  M.  Liberty,  John  Marckle,  esq.  P,  M. 
J^'ew  Baltimore,  William  Ball,  esq.  P.  M.  Harri- 
sonsburg,  Henry  Tutwiller,  esq.  P.  M.  Mimdles- 
ville,  William  R.  Almond,  esq.  P.  M.  Charlotte, 
(T>  If.  John  Morton,,  esq.  p.  M.  Goochlmid,  Q*  U. 


Benjamin  Anderson,  esq.  P.  M.  Richmond,  S.amu^l 
Ple.'^sunts,  esq.  Funguier  C H.  Richard  Baker, 
esq.  P.  M.  Port  Royal,  Y.  Berryni  iii,  esq.  P,  M. 
Buckland,  William  Brooks,  -.<^q.  P.  M.  Brook,  C 
//.  John  Fling,  esq.  P.  M.  Martinsburg,  William 
Somerville,  esq.  P.  M.  Hdlsborough,  (Loudon 
county)  M.dilon  Roach,  esq.  P M,  Fairfax  C.  //. 
John  RatcliflTe,  esq.  P.  M Amissville,  John  Amiss, 
esq.  '.  M.  Lunenburg  C.  II.  Pleasant  Barnes, 
e.sq  P M.  JVorfdk,  be  E-litor  of  the  Herald. 
Cidpepper,  C.  H.  Joim  C.  Williams,  esq.  P.  M. 
James  City,  Robert  B Spilui.  n,  esq.  P.  M.  ./fm- 
C.  if  Arthur  B.  Davis,  esq.  P M.  J<'aturaX 
Bridge,  Mathew  Houston,  e q e.  M.  lihrn  Town, 
D Wilburn,  esq.  x*.  m.  Powhatan  C H.  Thomas 
Sc.jti,  esq.  T.  M.  Painesville,  Bernard  Seay,  esq.  rx 
M-  St.  Tammany* s,  EocO  zer  Magowan,  esq.  p.  3t. 
Marysville,  Benjamin  D.';vis,  esq.  p.  m.  James  Town, 
William  White,  esq.  p.  m. 

In  North  Carolina. — x\.t  Murfreesboro*,  Wil- 
liam P.  Morgan,  esq.  p.  m.  Washington,  John  G. 
Blount,  esq.  p.  ai.  Palmyra,  James  Gordon,  esq 
p.  M.  Red  House,  Jeffi  is,  esq  p.  m.  W‘?id- 

sor,  John  W.  War  burton,  esq.  p.  m.  Randolph  C.  H 

B.  EllioP,  esq.  p,  m.  Halifax,  James  Johnson,  esq* 
p.  51.  Rockford,  T.  Washington  Lister,  esq.  p.  w. 
Gales  C.  H.  Charles  Townsend,  esq.  p.  m.  Duprees-, 

James  Dupree,  esq.  p m. 

In  SoutH'Carolina. At  Young*s  Store,  A. 

Young,  esq.  v m.  Cambridge.  John  M’Kellar,  esq. 
p.  M.  Samuel  Green,  esq  p.  m.  Charles- 

ton, Mr.  John  Hoff.  Lancaster  C.  H.  Jolm  Stewart, 
esq.  P.  M.  Pendleton  C.  H John  T.  Lewis,  esq. 
p.  M.  Indian  Town,  George  M‘Cutclien,  esq. 
p.  M.  Elim,  George  Pa’ker,  esq.  p.  m.  Poplar 
Grove,  James  M‘AIaniers,  esq  p.  m,  York  C.  il. 
John  Feemster,  esq.p.  m /S'a/eTw,  William  M‘Intosh^ 
esq.  p.  M.  Dorchester,  Richard  Maynard,  esq.  p. 
M.  Marlborough  C.  H.  R.  .Carlos,  esq.  p.  m. — ^ 
Kingstree,  James  Burges.s,  esq.  p.  m.  Winnsborough^ 
John  Barkley,  esq.  p.  m. 

In  Georgia, — At  Milledgeville,  John  W-  Deve- 
reaux,  esq.  p.  m.  Clinton,.  Roger  M'Carihy,  esq.  p. 
M.  Monticello,  William  Cook,  esq.  p.  m.  Columbia 

C.  H.  James  Carey,  esq.  p.  m.  Ragans,  John  Ragan*; 
esq.  p.  M.  Powehon,  S-  Dugger,  . ^q.  p.  m. 

In  Kentucky. — At  Lancaster,  Joseph  P.  Letch- 
er, esq.  P.  Ai.  Flemming  C H.  A C.  Ballard,  esq. 
p.  M.  Georgetown,  Geo.  W.  Miller,  esq.  p.  m.— • 
Henderson,  John  Husbands,  esq.  p m.  Lexington,/ 
John  Jordan,  esq.  p.  ai.  Stanford,  Benjamin  Mun- 
roe,  esq.  p.  m.  Greenburg,  William  H.  King,  esq. 
p,  M.  Ci/nAiflna,  James  Finley,  esq.  p M. 

In  Tennessee. *At  Tazewell,  Hugh  Graham# 

esq.  p.  M.  Hendersonville,  L,.  Henderson,  esq.  p.  m. 
Marysville,  John  Montgomery,  esq.  p.  m Winches-- 
ter,  John  Davidson,  esq.  p.  m.  Elizabeth  Town, 
William  B.  Carter,  esq.  p.  m, 

In  Ohio. — At  Zanesville,  the  editor  of  the  Weekly 
Messenger.  Bainbridge,  Elisha  Killy,  esq.  p.  m. 
Athens,  Eliphaz  Perkins,  Esq.  p.  m.  )Portsmouth, 
Jolm  Brown,  esq.  p.  m.  Willia^nsburg,  Thomas  S.;^ 
Foote,  esq.  p.  m.  Washington,  Simeon  Beymer, 
esq.  p.  1.1.  Thomas  Rowland,  esq.  p.m. 

Canton,  Samuel  Coulter,  p.  m.  JYew  Market, 
Jonathan  Bereman,  esq.  p.  ai.  Cambridge,  C.  Pr 
Beatty,  Esq.  p.  ai.  Galliopolis,  Francis  Le  Clercg, 
esq.  p.  AI, 

In  Illinois  Territory,  At  Clinton  Hill,  John 
Messinger,  esq.p.Ai. 

In  Upper  Louisana.  At  St.  Louis,  Rufus  Eas- 
ton, esq.  p.  M. 

In  Indiana,  At  Kaskaakia,  William  Ar^idlfis, 

esq.  p.  M. 
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ORDERS  IX  COUNCIL — CONTINUED  FROM  FAffE  163. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  July  ‘24th,  1811. 

Sir — Having  been  unable  to  ascertain  dis- 
tinctly from  your  letter  to  me  of  yesterday’s 
date,  whether  it  was  the  determination  of 
the  president  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  partial 
repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which 
you  believe  has  taken  place,  so  as  to  see  no 
reason  in  the  conduct  of  France  for  altering 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain  by  exercising  his  power  of  suspending 
the  operation  of  the  non-importation  act,  allow 
me  to  repeat  my  question  to  you  on  this 
point  as  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  before  I proceed  to  make  any  com- 
ments on  your  answer. 

I have  the  ho,nour  to  be,  with  distinguished 
consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  July  26th,  1811. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  July  23,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  Sd 
and  14th  instant,  which  you  will  permit  me  to 
say  were  not  merely  relative  to  liis  majesty’s 
orders  in  council,  and  the  blockade  ot'  May, 
1806,  but  also  to  the  president’s  proclamation 
of  last  November,  and  to  the  consequent  act 
of  congress  of  March  2,  as  well  as  to  the  just 
complaints  which  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent  had  commanded  me  to  make  to 
your  government  with  respect  to  the  procla- 
mation and  to  that  act 

If  the  United  States’  government  had  ex- 
pected that  I should  have  made  communica- 
tions wliich  would  have  enabled  them  to 
come  to  an  accommodation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain on  the  ground  on  which  alone  you  say  it 
was  possible  to  meet  us,  and  that  you  mean 
by  that  expression  a departure  from  our  sys- 
tem of  defence  against  the  new  kind  of  war- 
fare still  practised  by  France,  I am  at  a loss 
to  discover  from  what  source  they  could  liave 
derived  those  expectations,  certainly  not  from 
the  correspondence  between  the  marquis 
Wellesley  and  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Before  1 proceed  to  reply  to  the  arguments 
which  are  brought  forward  by  you  to  shew 
that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and*  Milan  are  re- 
pealed; I must  first  enter  into  an  explanation 

N 


upon  some  points  on  which  you  have  evidently 
misapprehended,  for  I will  not  suppose  you. 
could  have  wished  to  misinterpret  my  meaning. 

And  first  in  regard  to  the  blockade  of  May 
1806, 1 must  avow  that  I am  wholly  at  a loss 
to  find  out  from  what  part  of  my  letter  it  is 
that  the  president  has  drawn  the  unqualified 
inference  that  should  the  orders  in  council  of 
1807  be  revoked,  the  blockade  of  May  1806, 
would  cease  with  them.  It  is  most  material 
that  on  this  point  no  mistake  should  exist 
between  us.  From  your  letter  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  on  the  question  of  blockade  which 
America  had  so  unexpectedly  connected  with 
her  demand  for  a repeal  of  our  orders  in 
council.  Great  Britain  had  made  the  conces- 
sion required  of  her ; as  if,  after  all  tliat  has 
passed  on  the  subject,  after  tiie  astonishment 
and  regret  of  his  majesty’s  government  at  the 
United  States’  having  taken  up  the  view 
which  the  French  government  presented  of 
our  just  and  legitimate  principles  of  blockade 
which  are  exemplified  in  the  blockade  of  May 
1806,  the  whole  ground  taken  by  his  majes- 
ty’s government  was  at  once  abandoned. — • 
When  I had  the  honor  to  exhibit  to  you  my 
instructions,  and  to  draw  up  as  I conceived 
according  (o  your  wishes  and  those  of  the 
president,  a statement  of  the  mode  in  which 
that  blockade  would  probably  disappear,  I ne- 
ver meant  to  authorise  such  a conclusion,  and  I 
noY/  beg  most  unequivocally  to  disclaim  it. — • 
The  blockade  of  M ay  1806,  will  not  continue 
after  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  un- 
less his  majesty’s  government  shall  think  fit 
to  sustain  it  by  the  special  application  of  a suffi- 
cient naval  force,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  so 
continued  or  not,  will  be  notified  at  the  time. 
If  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  wdiich  is  cer- 
tainly presented  in  a conciliatory  spirit,  one 
of  the  obstacles  to  a complete  understanding 
between  our  countries  can  be  removed-  by  the 
United  States*  government  waving  all  further 
reference  to  tliat  blockade,  when  they  can  be 
justified  in  asking  a repeal  of  the  orders, 
and  I may  communicate  this  to  my  govern- 
ment, it  will  undoubtedly  be  very  satisfacto- 
ry ; but  I beg  distinctly  to  disavow  having 
made  any  acknowledgment  that  the  blockade 
w'ould  cease  merely  in  consequence  of  a revo- 
cation of  the  orders  in  council ; wiienever  it 
does  cease,  it  v/iil  cease  because  there  will  be 
no  adequate  force  applied  to  inaintain  It. 


irs 
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On  another  very  material  point,  sir,  you 
appear  to  have  misconstrued  my  words  ; for 
in  no  one  passage  of  my  letter  can  I discover 
any  mention  of  innovations  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  such  as  you  say  excited  a pain- 
ful surprise  in  your  government.  Tliere  is  no 
new  pretentions  set  up  by  his  majesty’s  go- 
vernment. In  answer  to  questions  of  yours 
as  to  what  were  the  decrees  or  regulations  of 
France  which  Great  Britain  complained  of, 
and  against  which  she  directs  her  retaliatory 
measures,  I broufrht  distinctly  into  your  view 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  you  have 
not  denied,  becau  ,e,  indeed,  you  could  not, 
that  the  provisions  of  those  decrees  w^ere  new 
measures  of  w'ar  on  the  part  of  France,  ac- 
knowledged as  such  by  her  ruler,  and  contra- 
ry to  the  principles  and  usage  of  civilized 
'nations.  That  the  present  war  has  been 
oppressive  beyond  example  by  its  duration, 
and  the  desolation  it  spreads  through  Europe, 
1 willingly  agree  with  you,  but  the  United 
States  cannot  surely  mean  to  attribute  the 
cause  to  Great  Britain.  The  question  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  is  that  of 
an  honorable  struggle  against  the  lawless  ef- 
forts of  an  ambitious  tyrant,  and  America 
can  but  have  the  wdsh  of  every  independent 
nation  as  to  its  result. 

On  a third  point,  sir,  1 have  also  to  regret 
that  my  meaning  should  have  been  mistalr^en. 
Great  Britain  never  contended  that  British 
merchant  vessels  should  be  allowed  to  trade 
with  her  enemies,  or  that  Britisli  property 
should  be  allowed  entry  into  their  ports,  as 
jou  would  infer;  such  a pretension  would 
indeed  be  preposterous;  but  Great  Britain 
does  contend  against  the  system  of  terror  put 
in  practice  by  France,  by  which,  usurping 
authority  wherever  her  arms  or  the  timidity 
of  nations  will  enable  her  to  extend  her  influ- 
ence, she  makes  it  a crime  to  neutral  coun- 
tries as  wT.ll  as  individuals  that  they  should 
ossess  articles  however  acquired  which  may 
ave  been  once  the  produce  of  English  in- 
dustry or  of  the  Britisli  soil.  Against  such 
an  abominable  and  extravagant  pretension 
cver}^  feeling  must  revolt,  and  the  honor  no 
less  than  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  engages 
her  to  oppose  it. 

Turning  to  the  course  of  argument  contain- 
ed in  your  letter,  allow  me  to  express  my 
surprise  at  the  conclusion  you  draw  in  con- 
sidering the  question  of  priority  relative  to 
the  French  decrees  or  British  orders  in  coun- 
cil. It  was  clearly  proved  that  the  blockade 
of  May  1806,  was  maintained  by  an  adequate 
naval  force,  and  therefore  was  a blockade 
founded  on  just  and  legitimate  principles, 
and  I have  not  heard  that  it  was  considered  in 
a contrary  light  when  notified  as  such  to  you 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  nor  until  it  suited  the 
wishes  cf  France  to  endeavour  toliave  it  con- 
ducted otlierwis'e.  Why  America  took  up 


the  view  the  French  government  chose  to 
give  of  it,  and  could  sec  in  it  grounds  for  the 
French  decrees  w as  alw  ays  matter  of  aston- 
ishment in  England. 

Your  remarks  on  the  modifications  at  vari- 
ous times  of  our  system  of  retaliation  will 
require  the  less  reply  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  orders  in  council  of  April  1809,  having 
superceded  them  all.  The^  were  calculatea 
for  the  avowed  purpose  ot  softening  the  ef- 
fect of  the  original  orders  on  neutral  com- 
merce, the  incidental  efiect  of  those  orders 
on  neutrals  having  been  alw  ays  sincerely  re- 
gretted by  his  majesty’s  government ; but 
when  it  w^as  found  tliat  neutrals  objected  to 
them  they  were  removed. 

As  to  the  principle  of  retaliation,  it  is 
founded  on  the  just  and  natural  right  of  self- 
defence  against  our  enemy  : if  France  is  un- 
able to  enforce  her  decrees  on  the  ocean,  it 
is  not  from  the  want  of  will,  for  she  enforces 
them  wherever  she  can  do  it ; her  threats  are 
only  empty  w here  her  power  is  of  no  avail. 

In  the  view  you  have  taken  of  the  conduct 
of  America  in  her  relations  with  the  two  bel- 
ligerents, and  in  the  conclusion  you  draw 
wdth  respect  to  the  impartiality  of  your  coun- 
try as  exemplified  in  the  non-importation  law, 
I lament  to  say  I cannot  agree  with  you. — 
That  act  is  a direct  measure  against  the  Bri- 
tish trade,  enacted  at  a time  when  all  the 
legal  authorities  in  the  United  States  appear- 
ed ready  to  contest  the  statement  of  a repeal 
of  the  French  decrees,  on  which  was  founded 
the  president’s  proclamation  of  November  2d, 
and  consequently  to  dispute  the  justice  of  the 
proclamation  itself. 

You  urge,  sir,  that  the  British  government 
promised  to  proceed  jjari  passu  with  France 
in  the  repeal  of  her  edicts.  It  is  to  be  wished 
you  could  point  out  to  us  any  step  France 
has  taken  in  the  repeal  of  hers.  Great  Britain 
has  repeatedly  declared  that  she  w ould  repeal 
wlien  the  French  did  so,  and  she  means  to 
keep  to  that  declaration. 

I have  stated  to  you  that  we  could  not  con- 
sider the  letter  of  August  5,  declaring  the  re- 
peal oftlie  French  edicts  provided  we  revok- 
ed our  orders  in  council,  or  America  resented 
our  not  doing  so,  as  a step  of  that  nature ; and 
the  French  government  knew^  that  we  could 
not;  their  object  was  evidently  while  their 
system  w'as  adhered  to  in  all  its  rigour,  to  en- 
deavour to  persuade  the  Amcriv^an government 
that  they  had  relaxed  from  it,  and  to  induce 
her  to  proceed  in  enforcing  the  submission, 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  inordinate  demands 
of  France.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  they 
have  but  two  well  succeeded  ; for  the  United 
States’  government  appear  to  iiave  considered 
the  French  declaration  in  the  sense  in  which 
France  wished  it  to  be  taken,  as  an  absolute 
repeal  of  her  decrees  without  adverting  to  the 
conditional  tenns  which  accompanied  it. 
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But  you  assert  that  no  violations  ot‘  your 
neutral  rights  by  France  occur  on  the  high 
seas,  and  that  these  were  all  the  violations 
alluded  to  in  the  act  of  congress  of  May  1810. 
1 readily  believe  indeed  that  such  cases  are 
rare,  but  it  is  owing  to  the  preponderance  of 
the  British  navy  that  they  are  so,  when  scarce 
a ship  under  the  Frencn  flag  can  venture  to 
sea  without  ^being  taken,  it  is  not  extraordi- 
nary that  they  make  no  captures.  If  such  viola- 
tions alone  were  in  the  purview  of  your  law, 
there  would  seem  to  have  been  no  necessity  for 
its  enactment.  The  British  navy  might  have 
beep  safely  trusted  for  the  prevention  of  this 
occurrence.  But  I liave  always  believed,  and 
my  government  has  believed  that  the  Ameri- 
can legislature  had  in  view  in  the  provisions 
of  tlieir  law  as  it  respects  France  not  only  her 
deeds  of  violence  on  the  seas,  but  all  tlie  no- 
vel and  extraordinay  pretensions  and  practi- 
ces of  lier  government  which  infringed  their 
neutral  rights. 

AVe  liave  had  no  evidence  as  yet  of  any  of 
those  pretensions  being  abandoned.  To  the 
ambiguous  declaration  in  Mr.  Cdiampagny’s 
note  is  opposed  the  unambiguous  and  personal 
declaration  of  Bonaparte  himself.  You  urge 
that  there  is  nothing  incompatible  with  the 
revocation  of  the  decrees  in  respect  to  the 
United  States  in  his  expressions  to  the  depu- 
ties from  the  free  cities  of  Hamburg,  Bremen 
and  I^pheck,  that  it  is  distinctly  stated  in  that 
speech  that  the  blockade  of  the  Btitish  islands 
shall  aease  when  the  British  blockades  cease, 
nnd  that  the  French  blockade  shall  cease  in 
favor  of  those  nations  in  whose  favor  Great 
Britain  revokes  hers,  or  who  support  their 
rights  against  her  pretensions. 

ft  is  to  be  inferred  from  this  and  the  cor- 
responding parts  of  the  declaration  alluded  to, 
tiuit  unless  Great  Britain  sacrifices  her  prin- 
ciples of  blockade  which  are  those  authorised 
by  the  established  laws  of  nations,  France  will 
still  maintain  her  decrees  ofBerlin  and  Milan, 
which  indeed  the  speech  in  question  declares 
to  be  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  French 
empi.^e. 

I do  net,  I confess,  conceive  haw  these 
avowals  of  t!ie  ruler  of  France  can  be  said  to 
be  compatible  with  tlie  repeal  of  Ids  decrees 
in  respect  to  t!ic  United  IStates.  If  tlie  Upited 
States  are  prepared  to  insist  on  t!ie  sacrifice 
by  Great  Britain  of  the  aucient  and  establish- 
ed rules  of  maritime  war  practised  by  her, 
then  indeed  they  may  avoid  the  opi^ration  of 
the  French  decrees,  but  otherwise  according 
.to  this  document  it  is  very  clear  that  they  are 
still  subjected  to  them. 

The  decree  of  Fontainhleau  is  confessedly 
founded  on  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
dated  the  19th  of  October,  1810,  and  proves 
their  continued  existence.  The  report  of  the 
French  minister  of  December  8,  armouiifing 
the  perseverance  of  France  in  iicr  decrees  is 


still  further  in  confirmation  of  them,  and  a 
re-perusal  of  the  letter  of  the  minister  of  jus- 
tice, of  tlie  25th  last  December,  confirms  me 
in  tlie  inference  I drew  from  it,  for  otherwise 
why  should  that  minister  make  the  prospec- 
tive restoration  of  American  vessels,  taken 
after  the  first  November,  to  be  a consequence 
of  the  n»)u-iinportation  and  not  of  the  French 
revocation.  If  the  French  government  had 
been  sincere,  they  would  have  ceased  infring- 
ing on  th.e  neutral  rights  of  AnurLci,  after 
the  first  Noveinher: — That  they  violated 
them,  however,  after  that  period  is  notorious. 

Your  government  seem  to  let  it  be  under- 
stood tliat  an  ambiguous  declaration  frqiri 
Great  Britain,  similar  to  that  of  the  Frendi 
minister,  would  have  been  acceptable  to  them. 
But,  sir,  is  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  a. 
nation  that  respects  itself,  to  speak  in  ambigu- 
ous language  ? The  subjects  and  citizens  of 
either  country  would  in  the  end  be  the  vic- 
tims, as  many  are  already  in  all  probability, 
who  from  a misconstruction  of  the  meaning  bf 
the  French  government,  have  been  led  into 
the  most  imprudent  speculations.  Such  con- 
duct wmuld  not  be  to  \)r^cQed  pari  jeassu  witli 
Fraace  in  revoking  our  edicts ; but  to  descend 
to  the  use  of  the  perfidious  and  ju^rgUng  con- 
trivances of  her  cabinet,  by  whicTi  she  fills 
her  coffers  at  the  expence  of  independent  na- 
tions. A similar  construction  of  proceeding 
pari  j}assu,  might  lead  to  such  decrees  as 
those  of  Rambouillet,  or  of  Bayonne,  to  the 
system  of  exclusion  or  of  licences ; all  mea-^ 
sures  of  France  against  the  American  com- 
merce, is  nothing  short  of  absolute  hostility. 

It  is  urged  that  no  vessel  has  been  condemn- 
ed by  the  tribunals  of  France  on  the  princi- 
ples of  her  decrees  sinciC  the  first  November. 
You  allow,  however,  that  there  have  been 
some  detainedsince  that  period,  and  that  such 
part  of  the  cargoes  as  consisted  of  goods,  not 
the  produce  of  America,  was  seized,  and  the 
other  part,  together  w:ith  the  vessel  itself,  on- 
ly released  after  the  president’s  proclamation 
became  known  in  France:  These  circumstan- 
ces surely  only  prove  tlie  difficulty,  that 
France  is  under  in  reconciling  her  anti-com- 
mercial and  anti-neutral  system,  with  her 
desire  to  express  her  satisfaction  at  the  mea- 
sures taken  in  America  against  the  commerce 
of  Great  Britain.  She  seizes  in  virtue  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  but  she  makes  a 
partial  restoration  for  the  purpose  of  deceiv- 
ing America. 

X have  now  follow’cd  you,  I believe,  sir, 
through  the  whole  range  of  your  argument, 
and  on  reviewing  the  eourse  of  it,  I think  i 
' may  securely  say  that  no  satisfactory  proof 
has  as  yet  been  brought  forward  of  the  rej^eal 
of  the  obnoxious  decrees  of  France,  but  on 
the  contrary  that  it  appears  they  continue  in 
full  force,  consequently  thatno  grounds  exist 
on  w'liich  you  can  .vith  j,:,istice  de.aaad  of 
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Great  Britain  a revocation  of  her  orders  in 
council ; that  we  haVe  a right  to  complain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  American  government  in 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  British  trade,  and  af- 
terwards in  obtaining  a special  iawfor  the  same 
purpose  though  it  was  notorious  at  the-  time 
that  Erance  still  continued  her  aggressions 
Upon  American  commerce,  and  had  recently 
promulgated  anew  her  decrees,  suffering  no 
trade  from  tins  country,  hut  through  licenses 
publicly  sold  by  her  agents,  and  that  all  the 
suppositions  you  have  formed  of  innovations 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britai  n or  of  her  preten- 
sions to  trade  with  her  enemies  are  wholly 
groundless  I have  also  stated  to  you  the 
view  his  majesty’s  government  has  taken  of 
the  question  of  the  blockade  of  May,  1806, 
and  it  now  only  remains  that  I urge  afresh 
the  injustice  of  the  United  States’  govern- 
ment persevering  in  their  union  with  the 
French  system  for  the  purpose  of  crushing 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 

F rom  every  consi  deration  which  equity,  good 
policy  or.interest  can  suggest,  there  appears 
to  be  such  a call  upon  America  to  give  up  this 
system  which  favors  France  to  the  injury  of 
Great  Britain  ; that  I cannot,  however  little 
satisfactory  your  communications  are,  as  yet 
abandon  all  hopes  that  even  before  the  con- 
gress meet,  a new  view  may  be  taken  of  the 
subject  by  the  president,  which  will  lead  to  a 
more  happy  result. 

I have  the  lienor  to  be,  with  very  high  con- 
sideration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  AUG.  J.  FOSTER* . 
To  the  hon.  James  Monroe,  ^'c.  <^c. 

Mit.  MOSrUOE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  Q7tk  July,  1^11, 

Sir — I bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  yesterday’s  date,' in  time  to  submit  it  to 
the  view  of  the  president  before  he  left  town. 

It  was  my  object  to  state  to  you  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  23d  inst.  that  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  impossible  for  the  presi- 
dent to  terminate  the  operation  of  the  noii-im- 
portationlaw  of  the  2d  of  March  last ; tliat 
France  having  accepted  the  proposition  made 
by  a previous  law  equally  to  Great  Britain 
and  to  France : ' and  having  revoked  lier  de- 
crees, violating  our  neutral  rights,  and  Great 
Britain  having  declined  to  revoke  hers,  it  be- 
came fhe  duty  of  this  government  to  fuih!  its 
engagement  and  to  declare  the  nOn-importa- 
tion  law  in  force  against  Great  Britain. 

"‘This  state  of  affairs  has  not  been  sought 
by  tiie  United  States.  " "When  the  proposition 
contained  ill  the  law  of  May  1st,  1810,  was 
Olfered  equally  to  both  powers  there  was  cause 
to  presume  that  Great  Britain  would  have  ac- 
cepted it,  in  which  event  the  non-importation 
law  would  have,  operated  againt  her* 


. It  is  in  the  power  of  the  British  government 
at  this  time  to  enable  the  president  to  set  the 
non-importation  law  aside  by  rendering  to  the 
United  States  an  act  of  justice.  Iff  Great 
Britain  will  cease  to  violate  their  neutral 
rigitts  by  revoking  her  orders  in  council,  on 
which  event  alone  the  president  has  the  pow- 
er,! am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  lie  will, 
without  delay,  exercise  it  by  terminating  the 
operation  of  this  law. 

It  is  presumed  tiiat  the  communications 
which  I,  have  liad  the  honor  to  make  to  you, 
of  the  revocation  by  France  of  her  decrees, 
so  far  as  they  violated  the  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  her  conduct  since 
tile  revocation,  will  present  to  your  govern- 
ment a different  view  of  the  subject  from  that 
which  it  had  before  taken,  and  produce  in  its 
councils  a correspondent  effect. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

Jlugustiis  J.  Foster,  Esq*  ^c.  ^c. 

Mr.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  Oct.  1,  1811. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  26th  of.Tuly,  and  to  submit  it  to 
the  view  of  the  president. 

In  answering  tiiat  letter,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  notice  a complaint  that  I liad  omitted 
to  reply  in  mine  of  the  23d  of  July,  to  your 
remonstrance  against  the  proclamation  ot  the 
president  of  November  last^  and  to  the  demand 
which  you  had  made,  by  the  order  of  your  go- 
vernment of  the  repeal  of  the  non -importation 
act  of  March  2d  of  the  present  year. 

My  letter  has  certainly  not  merited  this  im- 
putation. 

Having  shewn  the  injustice  of  the  British 
government  in  issuing  the  orders  in  council 
on  the  pretext  assigned,  and  its  still  greater 
injustice  in  adhering  to  them  after  that  pre- 
text had  failed,  a respect  for  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  for  the  United  States,  prevented  my 
placing  ip  the  strong  light  in  which  the  sub- 
ject naturally  presented  itself,  the  remon- 
strance alluded  to,  and  the  extraordinary  de- 
mand founded  on  it,  that  while  your  govern- 
ment accommodated  in  nothing,  the  United 
States  should  relinquish  the  ground,  which  by 
a just  reo-ard  to  the  public  rights  and  honor, 
they  had  been  compelled  to  take.  Proposi- 
tions tending  to  degrade  a nation  can  never 
be  brought  into  discussion  by  a government 
not  prepared  to  submit  to  the  degradation. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  I confined  liiy  reply 
to  those  passages  in  your  letter,  which  in- 
volved the  claim  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
principles  of  justice,  to  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  council, ' Your  demand,  however, 
was  neither  unnoticed  or  unanswered.  In  lay^ 
ing  before  you  the  complete,  and  as  was  be- 
lieved, irresistible  proof,  on  which  the  United 
States  expected,  and  called  for  the  revocation 
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of  the  orders  in  council,  a very  explicit  an- 
swer w as  supposed  to  be  given  to  the  demand. 

Equally  unfounded  is  your  complaint  that  I 
misunderstood  that  passage  which  claimed,  as 
a condition  of  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in 
council,  that  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  with 
the  continent  should  be  restored  to  the  state 
in  which  it  was  before  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  issued.  As  this  pretention  was 
novel  and  extraordinary,  it  was  necessary  that 
a distinct  idea  should  be  formed  of  it,  and, 
with  t'lat  view,  I asked  such  an  explanation 
as  would  enable  me  to  form  one. 

In  the  explanation  given,  you  do  not  insist 
on  the  right  to  trade  in  British  property,  with 
British  vessels,  directly  with  your  enemies. 
Such  a claim,  you  admit,  would  be  prepos- 
terous. But  you  do  insist  by  necessary  im- 
pliction,  that  France  has  no  right  to  inhibit 
the  importation  into  her  ports  of  British 
manufactures,  or  the  protluce  of  the  British 
soil,  when  the  property  of  neutrals  ; and  that 
until  France  removes  that  inhibition,  the 
United  States  are  to  be  cut  off*  by  Great  Bri- 
tain from  all  trade  whatever  with  her  enemies. 

On  such  a pretension  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  reason.  There  is,  I believe,  no  exam- 
ple of  it  in  the  history  of  past  wars.  Great 
Britain,  the  enemy  of  France,  undertakes  to 
regulate  the  trade  of  France  ; nor  is  that  all, 
she  tells  her  that  she  must  trade  in  British 
goods.  If  France  and  Great  Britain  were  at 
peace,  this  pretension  would  not  be  set  up, 
nor  even  thought  of.  Has  Great  Britain  then 
acquired  in  this  respect,  by  war,  rights  which 
she  has  not  in  peace  ? And  does  she  announce 
to  neutral  nations,  that  unless  they  consent  to 
become  the  instruments  of  this  policy,  their 
commerce  shall  be  annihilated,  and  their  ves- 
sels shall  be  shut  up  in  their  own  ports. 

I might  ask  wdiether  French  goods  are  ad- 
mitted into  Great  Britain,  even  in  peace,  and 
if  they  are,  whether  it  be  of  right,  or  by  the 
consent  and  policy  of  the  British  government  ? 

That  the  property  would  be  neutralized 
does  not  aff*ect  the  question.  If  the  United 
States  have  no  right  to  carry  their  own  pro- 
iluction  into  France  without  the  consent  of 
the  French  government,  how  can  they  under- 
take to  carry  tliere  those  of  Great  Britain  ? 
In  all  cases  it  must  depend  on  the  interest  and 
the  will  of  the  party. 

Nor  is  it  material  to  what  extent,  or  by 
what  powers,  the  trade  to  the  continent  is  pro- 
hibited. If  the  powers  who  proliibit  it,  are 
at  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  prohibition  is 
a necessary  concequence  of  that  state.  If  at 
peace,  it  is  their  ow  n act ; and  whether  it  be 
voluntary  or  compulsive,  they  alone  are  an- 
swerable for  it.  If  the  act  be  taken  at  the 
instigation  and  under  the  influence  of  France, 
the  most  that  can  be  said,  is,  that  it  justifies 
reprisal  against  them,  by  a similar  measure. 
On  no  principal  whatever  can  it.be  said  to 


give  any  sanction  to  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  towards  neutral  nations. 

The  United  States  can  have  no  objection 
to  the  employment  of  their  commercial  capi- 
tal in  the  supply  of  France,  and  of  the  conti- 
nent generally,  with  manufactures,,  and  to 
comprise  in  the  supply  those  of  Great  Britain, 
provided  those  powers  wdll  consent  to  it.  But 
they  cannot  undertake  to  force  such  supplies 
on  France  or  on  any  other  power,  in  com^ 
pliance  wuth  the  claim  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, on  principles  incompatible  witli  the 
rights  of  every  independent  nation,  and  they 
will  not  demand  in  favor  of  another  power, 
what  they  cannot  claim  for  themselves. 

All  that  Great  Britain  could  witii  reason 
complain  of,  was  the  inhibition  by  the  French 
decrees,  of  the  lawful  trade  of  neutrals  with 
the  British  dominions.  As  soon  as  that  inhi- 
tion  ceased,  her  inhibition  of  our  trade  with 
France  ought  in  like  manner  to  have  ceased. 
Having  pledged  herself  to  proceed  yari  passu 
with  France,  in  the  revocation  of  their  re- 
spective acts  violating  neutral  rights,  it  has 
afforded  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  even 
of  astonishment,  to  the  United  States,  that 
the  British  government  should  have  sanction- 
ed the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  Ameri- 
can yessels  under  the  orders  in  council,  after 
the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees  was 
announced,  and  even  in  the  very  moment 
when  your  mission,  avow^ed  to  be  conciliato- 
ry, was  to  have  its  effect. 

I will  only  add  that  had  it  appeared  finally* 
that  France  had  failed  to  perform  her  engage- 
ment, it  might  at  least  have  been  expected 
that  Great  Britain  would  not  have  molested 
such  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  as 
might  be  entering  the  ports  of  France,  on  the 
faith  of  both  governments,  till  that  failure  was 
clearly  proved. 

To  many  insinuations  in  your  letter  I make 
no  reply,  because  they  sufficiently  suggest  the 
only  one  that  wmuld  be  proper. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  impar- 
tiality which  has  been  observed  by  the  United 
States  towards  the  two  belligerents,  I might 
ask,  whether  if  Great  Britain  had  accepted 
the  condition  which  was  offered  equally  to 
her  and  France,  by  the  act  of  May  1st,  1810, 
and  France  had  rejected  it,  there  is  cause  to' 
doubt  that  the  non-importaion  act  would 
have  been  carried  into  effect  against  France  ? 
No  such  doubt  can  possibly  exist,  because  in 
a former  instance,  when  this  government, 
trusting  to  a fulfilment  by  yours  of  an  ar- 
rangement which  put  an  end  to  a non-inter- 
course with  Great  Britain,  the  non-intercourse 
was  continued  against  France,  who  had  not 
then  repealed  her  decrees  as  it  was  not  doubt- 
ed England  had  done.  Has  it  not  been  re- 
peatedly declared  to  your  government,  that  if 
Great  Britain  would  revoke  her  orders  in 
council,  the  president  would  immediate.^ 
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cause  the  non-importation  to  cease  ? You 
%veii  know  that  the  same  declaration  has  often 
beer\made  to  yourself,  and  that  nothing  more 
is  wanting  to  "tlie  removal  of  the  existing  ob- 
structions to  the  commerce  between  the  two 
countries,  than  a satisfactory  assurance,  which 
will  be  received  with  pleasure  from  yourself, 
that  the  order  in  council  are  at  an  end. 

By  the  remark  in  your  letter  of  the  third 
of  July,  that  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  had 
been  included  in  the  more  comprehensive 
System  of  the  orders  incouncd  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  that,  if  that  blockade  should  be 
continued  in  force  after  the  repeal  of  the  or- 
ders in  council,  it  would  be  in  consequence  of 
the  special  application  of  a sufficient  naval 
force,  I could  not  but  infer  your  idea  to  be, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  would 
necessarily  involve  the  repeal  of  the  blockade 
of  ^lay.  I was  the  more  readily  induced  to 
make  this  inference,  from  the  consideration 
that  if  the  blockade  w^as  not  revoked  by  the 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  tliere  would 
be  no  necessity  for  giving  notice  that  it  would 
be  continued ; as  by  the  further  consideration, 
that  according  to  tlie  decision  of  your  court 
of  admiraiity,  a blockade  instituted  by  pro- 
clamation does  not  cease  by  the  removal  of 
the  force  applied  to  it,  nor  without  a formal 
notice  of  the  government  to  that  effect. 

It  is  not,  however,  wished  to  discuss  any 
question  relative  to  the  mode  by  which  that 
blockade  may  be  terminated.  Its  actual  termi- 
nation is  the  material  object  for  consideration. 

It  is  easy  to  shew,  and  it  has  already  been 
abundantly  shewn,  tliat  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  is  inconsistent  on  any  view  that  may  be 
taken  of  it  with  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  also 
easy  to  shew  that,  as  now  expounded,  it  is 
equally  inconsistent  with  the  sense  of  your 
govemment,  when  the  order  was  issued  ; and 
this  change  is  sufficient  reply  to  the  remarks 
which  you  have  applied  to  me  personally. 

If  you  w ill  examine  the  order,  you  will  find 
that  it  is  strictly  little  more  than  a blockade 
of  the  coast  from  the  Seine  to  Ostend.  There 
is  an  express  reservation  in  it  in  favour  of  neu- 
trals to  any  part  of  the  coast  between  Brest 
and  the  Seine,  and  between  Ostend  and  the 
Elbe.  Neutral  powers  are  permitted  by  it  to 
take  from  their  own  ports  every  kind  of 
produce  without  distinction  as  to,  its  origin, 
to  cany  it  to  the  continent  under  that  limi- 
tation. and  with  the  exception  only  of  contra- 
band of  war  and  enemy’s  property  and  to  bring 
hence  to  their  own  ports  iq  return,  whatever 
articles  they  think  fit.  Why  were  contraband 
of  war  and  enemy’s  property  excepted,  if  a 
commerce  even  in  those  articles  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  permitted  under  the  re- 
servation ? No  order  was  necessary  to  sub- 
ject them  to  seizure.  They  were  liable  to  it 
by  the  law  of  nations.- 

Why  then  did  the  British  governrqent  in- 


stitute a blockade  which  with  respect  to  neu- 
trals was  not  rigorous  as  to  the  greater  part  of 
the  coast  comprised  init  ? If  you  will  look 
to  the  state  of  things  which  then  existed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
you  will  find  the  answer.  A consroversy  had 
taken  place  betweii  our  governments  on  a 
different  topic,  which  was  still  depending. 
The  British  government  had  interfered  with 
the  trade  between  France  and  her  allies  in  the 
produce  of  their  colonies.  The  just  claim  of 
the  United  States  was  then  a subject  of  nego- 
ciation ; and  your  gorernment  professing  its 
willingness  to  make  a satisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  it,  issued  the  order  -which  allowed  the 
trade,  without  making  any  concession  as  to  the 
principle,  reserving  that  for  adjustment  by 
treaty.  It  was  in  this  light  that  I viewed,  and 
in  tins  sense  that  I represented  that  order  to 
my  government;  and  in  no  other  did  I 
make  any  comment  on  it. 

When  you  reflect  that  this  order  by  allow- 
ing the  trade  of  neutrals,  in  colonial  produp- 
tion,  to  all  that  portion  of  the  coast  which 
was  not  rigorously  blockaded  afforded  to  the 
United  States  an  accommodation  in  a princi- 
pal point  then  at  issue  between  our  govern- 
ments, and  of  which  their  citizens  extensively 
availed  themselves  that  that  trade  and  the 
question  of  Blockade,  and  every  other  question 
in  which  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain were  interested,  were  then  in  a train  of 
amicable  negociation,  you  will,  I think,  see 
the  cause  why  the  minister  v/ho  then  repre- 
sented the  United  States  with  the  British  go.- 
vernment  did  not  make  a formal  complaint 
against  it.  You  have  appealed  to  me,  who 
happened  to  be  that  minister,  and  urged  my 
silence  as  an  evidence  of  my  approbation  of, 
or  at  least  acquiescence  in  the  blockade.  An 
explanation  of  the  cause  of  that  supposed  si- 
lence is  not  less  due  to  myself,  than  to  the 
true  character  of  the  true  transaction  with  the 
minister  with  whom  I had  the  honor  to  treat. 
I may  add,  that  an  official  formal  complaint 
was  not  likely  to  be  resorted  to,  because 
friendlry  communications  were  invited  and 
preferred.  The  want  of  such  a document  is 
no  proof  that  the  measure  was  approved  by 
nie,  or  that  no  complaint  was  made.  In  re- 
calling to  mj  mind  as  this  incident  naturally 
does,  the  manly  character  of  that  distinguished 
and  illustrious  statesman,  and  the  confidence 
with  which  he  inspired  all  those  witii  whom 
he  had  to  treat,  I «hall  be  permitted  to  express, 
as  a slight  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory, 
the  very  high  consideration  in  which  I have 
always  held  his  great  talents  and  virtues. 

The  United  States  have  not  nor  can  they 
approve  the  blockade  of  an  extensive  coast. 
Nothing  certainly  can  be  inferred  from  any 
thing  that  has  passed  relative  to  the  blockade 
of  May,  1806,  to  countenance  such  an  infe-rr 
euce.  * 
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It  is  seen  with  satisfaction  that  you  still 
admit  tiiat  the  application  of  an  edequate 
force  is  necessary  to  give  a blockade  a legal 
character,  and  that  it  will  lose  that  character 
whenever  tiiat  adequate  force  ceases  to  be  ap- 
plied. As  it  cannot  be  allcdged  that  the  ap- 
plication (tf  any  such  adequate  force  has  been 
continued,  and  actually  exists  in  the  case  of 
the  blockade  of  May  1806,  it  would  seem  to  be 
a fair  inference  that  the  repeal  of  the  orders 
in  council  will  leave  no  insuperable  difficulty 
with  respect  to  it.  To  suppose  the  contrary, 
would  be  to  suppose  that  the  orders  in  council 
said  to  include  that  blockade,  resting  them- 
selves on  a principle  of  retaliation  only,  and 
not  sustained  by  the  application  of  an  ade- 
quate force,  would  have  the  effect  of  sustain- 
ing a blockade  admitted  to  require  the  appli- 
cation of  an  adequate  force,  until  such  ade- 
quate force  should  actually  take  the  place  of 
orders  in  council.  Whenever  any  block- 
ade is  instituted,  it  will  be  a subject  for  con- 
sideration, and  if  the  blockade  be  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  law  of  nations,  there  will  be  no  dis- 
position in  this  government  to  contest  it, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

Jlug.  J.  Foster,  Esq.  4'c.  ^c.  ^c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  Oct.  17,  1811. 

Sir — -I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you  a copy  of  tw  o letters  from  the  charge  des 
affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  their 
charge  des  affaires  at  London,  and  a copy  of 
a correspondence  of  the  latter  with  the  mar- 
quis of  Wellesley  on  the  subject.  By  this  it 
will  be  seen,  that  Mr.  Smith  was  informed  by 
the  marquis  of  Wellesley,  that  we  should 
transmit  to  you  a copy  of  the  communication 
from  Paris,  that  it  tnight  have  full  considera- 
tion in  the  discussions  depending  here. 

Although  an  immediate  repeal  was  to  have 
been  expected  from  your  government,  on  the 
receipt  of  this  communication,  if  the  new 
proof  which  it  affords  of  the  French  repeal 
w as  satisfactory,  yet  it  will  be  very  agreeable 
to  learn  that  you  are  now  authorised  to  con- 
cur in  an  arrangement  that  will  terminate 
both  the  orders  in  council  and  the  non-impor- 
tation act. 

P.  S.  Hearing  that  you  will  not  be  in  town 
for  several  days,  this  letter,  and  one  bearing 
date  on  the  first  of  this  month,  which  I had 
prepared  and  intended  to  deliver  to  you  on 
my  return  here,  are  forwarded  by  a special 
messenger.  I have  the  honor  to  lie,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 
iMugustus  J.  Foster,  Esq.  ^c.  ^c. 

MR.  RUSSELL  TO  MR.  J.  S.  SMITH. 

Paris,  5th  July,  1811. 

Sir — I observe  by  your  letter  of  the  7th 
ult.  your  solicitude  to  obtain  evidence  of  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decTees. 


On  the  5th  of  August  last  the.  duke  of  Ca- 
dore  announced  to  general  Armstrong,  that 
these  decrees  were  revoked,  and  tiiat  they 
would  cease  to  operate  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber. Since  the  first  of  November  tiiese  de- 
crees have  not,  to  my  knowledge,  in  any  in- 
stance, been  executed  to  the  prejudice  of  A- 
merican  property  arriving  since  that  time. — 
On  the  contrary  the  Grace  Ann  Green,  com- 
ing clearly  wdthin  the  penal  terms  of  those 
decrees,  had  they  continued  in  force,  w<as  li^ 
berated  in  December  last,  and  her  cargo  ad- 
mitted in  April.  This  vessel  had  indeed  been 
taken  by  the  English  and  retaken  from 
them ; but  as  this  circumstance  is  not  as- 
signed here  as  the  cause  of  the  liberation  of 
this  property,  it  ought  not  to  be  presumed  to 
have  operated  alune  as  such. 

Whatever  special  reasons  may  be  supposed 
for  the  release  of  the  Grace  Ann  Green,  that 
of  the  New  Orleans  Packet  must  have  result- 
ed from  the  revocation  of  the  French  edicts. 

The  New  Orleans  Packet  had  been  boarded 
by  tw^o  English  vessels  of  war,  and  had  been 
some  time  at  an  English  port,  and  thus  doubly 
transgessed  against  the  decrees  of  Milan. — 
On  arriving  at  Bordeaux,  she  was  in  fact  sei- 
zed by  the  director  of  the  customs,  and  tliese 
very  transgressions  expressly  assigned  as  thc 
cause  of  seizure.  When  I was  informed  of 
this  precipitate  act  of  the  officer  at  Bordeaux, 
I remonstrated  against  it  on  the  sole  ground 
that  the  decrees,  under  which  it  was  made, 
had  been  revoked.  This  remonstrance  was 
heard.  All  furtlicr  proceedings  against  the 
New  Orleans  Packet  were  arrested,  and  on  the 
9th  of  January,  both  the  vessel  and  the  cargo 
were  ordered  to.  be  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  the  owners  on  giving  bond.  This  bond  has 
since  been  cancelled  by  an  order  of  the  go- 
vernment and  thus  the  liberation  of  the  pro- 
perty perfected.  The  New  Orleans  Packet  has 
been  some  time  waiting  in  the  Garonne,  with 
her  return  cargo  on  board,  for  an  opportuiiity 
only  of  escaping  the  English  orders  m council. 

1 know  of  no  other  American  vessel  arriv- 
ed voluntarily  in  the  empire  of  France  or  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  since  the  first  of  November, 
to  which  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
could  be  applied. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  (Signed)  JONA.  RUSSELL. 

I.  S.  S}fiith,  Esq.  Charge  des  Jffaires,  London, 

MR.  RUSSELL  TO  MR.  s'kiTH. 

Paris,  14th  July,  1811. 

SiiN— I had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  on 
the  oth  instant,  a brief  account  of  the  Grace 
Ann  Green  and  of  the  New-Orleans  Packet* 
'I’he  proof  of  which  these  cases  furnish,  espe- 
cially the  latter,  ought,  when  unopposed^  as 
it  is,  by  any  conflicting  circumstance,  to  be 
.considered  as  conclusive.  In  addition  howe- 
fer  to  their  existence^  I have  now  the  satisfac- 
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tion  to  communicate  to  you  the  liberation  of 
the  Two  Brothers,  the  Good  Intent  and  the 
Star,,  three  American  vessels  captured  since 
the  first  of  November,  and  brought  into  this 
empire  or  into  ports  under  its  control.  I 
should  have  no  doubt  been  able  to  have  an- 
nounced the  release,  by  one  general  decision, 
of  every  American  captured  since  that  period, 
if  the  only  enqiiiin'  were  whether  or  not  they 
had  violated  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. — 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  practices  of  late 
years  render  the  question  of  property  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  be  satisfactorily  decided 
hmidst  the  false  papers  aad  false  oaths ; after 
the  most  minute  and  tedious  investigation,  it 
often  remains  doubtful  whether  this  property 
belongs  to  a neutral  or  an  enemy.  The  time 
employed  in  this  investigation  has  surely  no 
connection  with  the  Berlin  & Milan  decrees, 
and  cannot  be  considered  as  evidence  of  their 
continuance. 

It  is  possible  that  these  decrees  may  be 
kept  in  force  in  their  municipal  character, 
and  be  applied  for  the  confiscation  of  English 
merchandize  on  the  continent — and  to  pre- 
vent their  performing  this  function  does  not 
appear  to  be  a concm-n  of  the  United  States, 
nor  can  the  measure  adopted  in  retaliation  of 
iL  on  the  part  of  England,  be  justly  extend- 
ed beyond  its  limits  and  made  to  reach  an  un- 
oftending  neutral  power,  which  the  act  of  her 
enemy  does  not  affect. 

It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  have  ceased  to  be  executed  on 
the  high  seas,  and  if  the  orders  in  council 
still  continue  to  operate  there,  they  surely 
are  not  supported  by  any  principle  of  the  law 
of  retaliation,  but  must  be  considered  as  a 
simple  and  unqualified  violation  of  our  neu- 
tral and  national  rights. 

The  proof  now  before  you  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  consists 
in  the  precise  and  formal  declarations  of  this 
government,  in  its  discontinuance  to  execute 
tliem  to  our  prejudice  in  a single  instance;  in 
its  having  exempted  from  their  operation  eve- 
ry vessel  arriving  spontaneously  since  the  first 
of  November,  to  which  they  could  be  appli- 
ed ; and  every  vessel  forcibly  brought  in  since 
that  time  on  which  there  has  been  a decision. 
After  such  evidence,  to  pretend  to  doubt  of 
their  revocation  with  regard  to  us  would  seem 
to  be  the  result  of  something  more  than  mere 
Incredulity. 

With  much  respect,  &c. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 

LORD  WELLESLEY  TO  MR,  JOHN  S.  SMITH. 

Foreign  Office,  August  14,  1811. 

Sir^Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I have  re- 
ceived a letter  from  Mr.  Foster,  his  majesty’s 
minister  in  Aifierica,  by  which  it  appears  that 
lie  had  actually  commenced  a negociation 


with  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
respecting  the  British  orders  in  council.  His 
dispatches  containing  the  particulars  of  the 
negociation  have  not  yet  reached  me : Under 
these  circumstances  I have  transmitted  a copy 
of  your  letter,  together  with  its  enclosure  to 
Mr.  Foster,  in  order  that  those  documents 
may  receive  full  consideration  in  the  progress 
of  the  discussions,  now  depending  in  Ameri- 
ca. I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  WELLESLEY. 


MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  Oct.  22,  1811. 

I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  together  with  its  three  enclo- 
sures, on  the  road  between  Baltimore  and 
this  city  ; I had  that  of  receiving  at  the  same 
time  your  letter  dated  October  1,  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  26th  of  last  July. 

Not  having  had  any  dispatches  from  his 
majesty’s  government  lately,  Ihave  not  yet 
received  the  copy  of  the  recent  communication 
from  Paris  in  regard  to  the  supposed  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees  which  the  charge  d’af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  London  has  inti- 
mated to  you  that  he  understood  the  marquis 
Wellesley  intended  to  transmit  to  me,  and 
which  I conclude  is  the  same  as  that  contain- 
ed in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russel,  the  American 
charge  d’affaires  in  France.  I am  however  in 
daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  his  majes- 
ty’s packet  boat,  when  it  will  in  all  probabi- 
lity reach  me,  and  when  if  I should  receive 
any  fresh  instructions  in  consequence  I will 
not  fail  immediately  to  acquaint  you.  In  the 
meanwhile  however  I beg  you  will  permit  me 
to  make  some  remarks  in  repl}'  to  your  letter 
of  October  1,  being  extremely  anxious  to  do 
away  the  impression  which  you  seem  to  have 
received  relative  to  tlie  demand  I had  made 
for  the  repeal  of  the  non- importation  act  of 
the  present  year. 

It  is,  I assure  you,  sir,  with  very  great  re- 
gret that  I find  you  consider  that  demand  as 
involving  in  any  degree  propositions  tending 
to  degrade  your  nation.  Such  an  idea  cer- 
tainly never  existed  with  his  majesty’s  go- 
vernment, nor  would  it  be  compatible  with 
the  friendly  sentiments  entertained  by  them 
for  the  United  States,  neither  could  I have 
suftered  myself  to  be  the  channel  of  convey- 
ing a demand  which  I thought  had  such  a 
tendency.  However  you  view  tlie  demand 
made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  I can 
safely  say  that  it  vvas  made  in  consequence  of 
its  appearing  to  his  majesty’s  government  on 
strong  evidence  that  the  chief  of  the  French 
nation  had  really  deceived  America  as  to  the 
repeal  of  his  decrees,  and  in  the  hopes  that 
the  United  States’  government  would  there- 
fore see  the  justice  of  replacing  this  country 
on  its  fUrmer  footing  of  amicable  relations 
SEE  NO.  U FOR  CONTINUATION. 
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with  Eng'land,  nothing  appearing  to  be  more  natu- 
ral  than  such  an  expectation,  which  seemed  a ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  disposition  expressed 
by  America  to  maintain  her  neutrality,  and  desi- 
rable in  every  other  point  of  view.  I cannot  indeed 
bring  myself  to  think,  sir,  that  your  candor  would 
allow  you,  on  a considenition,  to  put  imy  other 
construction  on  the  matter,  and  had  my  arguments 
had  sufficient  weight  with  you  in  shewing  that  the 
French  decrees  were  still  in  force,  I cannot  doubt 
but  you  would  have  agi-eed  with  me  in  the  conclu- 
sion I drew;  it  would  seem  therefore  only  owing 
to  your  not  x'iewing  the  deceitful  conduct  of  the 
French  government  in  the  same  light  that  it  ap- 
pears to  his  majesty’s  government,  that  a difference 
of  opinion  exiks  between  us  as  to  the  proposal  I 
made,  which  under  the  conviction  entertained  by 
them,  was  surely  a very  just  and  natural  one. 

From  the  earliest  desire  of  vindicating  myself  and 
my  government  from  the  charge  of  making  any  de- 
grading or  unjust  demand.?  op  that  of  America,  Ihave 
taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  so  far,  and  I will  pro- 
ceed to  shew  why  I thought  you  had  misunderstood 
the  passage  of  my  letter  which  related  to  the  extent 
in  which  the  repeal  of  the  Frencii  decrees  was  re- 
quired by  Great  Britain.  In  the  explanation  which 
•you  desired  on  this  point  I gave  you  that  w hich  the 
marquis  Wellesley  gave  to  'Mr.  'Pinkney  in  answer 
to  his  letter  of  August  25,  1810,  and  I beg  to  refer 
vou  to  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  on  the  opening  of  congress  in  December 
1810,  for  a proof  that  the  demand  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  extent  in  wdiich  I liave  stated  it  was  known 
to  your  government  several  months  ago;  how  was 
I therefore  to  suppose  in  the  term  innovations,  as 
applied  to  the  explanation  given  by  me,  tliat  you 
could  mean  otherwise  than  some  really  new  pre- 
tension on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  such  as  that 
France  should  suffer  British  property  to  be  carried 
into  her  ports  for  tlie  purposes  of  trade.^  If  the 
warmth  I was  betrayed  into  in  endeavoring  to  re- 
fute a supposed  imputation  of  this  sort  gave  any 
offence,  I sincerely  regret  it,  and  I will  beg  permis- 
sion here  to  say,  sir,  that  if  unconsciously  I liave 
br  any  of  my  remarks  led  ypu  to  suppose  they 
conve5^ed  any  improper  insin.iation.s,  as  one  para- 
graph of  your  letter  would  appear  to  imply,  I am 
most  unfeignetllv  sorry  for  it,  as  1 entertain  the 
liighest  respect  for  you  personally  and  for  your  go- 
vernment, and  could  only  have  meant  what  I wrote 
in  the  way  of  argument,  or  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trasting the  preceedings  of  France  in  her  conduct 
towards  the  United  States  with  tliat  of  Great 
Britain. 

In  reverting  to  the  exti’aordinary  and  unprece- 
dented situation  of  things  that  has  arisen  out  of  the 
. v/ai‘  in  Riirone  it  would  needless  to  repeat  the 
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evidence  there  is  that  the  lawless  and  unbounded 
ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France  has  been  the  oritrin 
of  it,  and  it  cannot  be  a secret  to  the  United  States* 
government  tl  at  his  plan  has  been,  and  avowedly 
continues  to  be,  not  to  scruple  at  the  violation  of 
any  daw,  provided  he  can  thereby  overthrow  the 
maritime  power  of  England.  Is ‘it  not  therefore 
reasonable  in  Great  Britain  to  distrust  an  ambigu- 
ous declaration  of  his  having  suddenly  g'iven  up 
any  part  of  a system  which  he  thought  calculat^ 
to  produce  such  an  effect.?  You  say  however  that 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked.— 
America,  as  not  being  at  war  and  therefore  not 
seeing  so  nearly  into  the  view's  of  France,  may  be 
less  scrupulous  as  to  the  evidence  necessary  to 
prove  the  fact;  but,  sir,  it  surely  cannot  be  expect- 
ed that  Great  Britain,  who  is  contending  for  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  her,  should  not  require  more 
proof  on  a point  so  material  to  her.  It  is  undoubt- 
•“dly  a very  desirable  thing  for  the  United  States  to 
have  a free  and  unrestricted  trade  with  both  belli- 
gerents, but  the  essential  security  and  most  im-' 
portant  interests  of  America  are  not  involved  in  the 
question  as  are  those  of  Gi'eat  Britain.  France 
has  levelled  a blow  which  .slie  hopes  will  prove 
deadly  to  the  resoui-ces  of  Great  Britain,  and  be- 
fore the  British  government  can  with  safety  give 
up  the  measures  of  defence  in  consequence  adopted 
by  them,  very  strong  proof  must  exist  of  the  ces- 
sation by  France  of  her  novel  and  unprece^nted 
measures. 

I confess  sir,  w'itli  the  sir.e  rest  ebsposition  to 
discover  on  the  part  of  the  ruler  of  France  a return 
tx>  the  long  established  practice  of  warfare  as  ex- 
ercifjed  in  civilized  Europe,  I have  been  unable  to 
succeed;  and  if  the  French  government  had  really 
meant  to  withdraw  their  obnoxious  decrees,  it  i's 
inconceivable  w'hy,  instead  of  allov'ing  their  inten- 
tion  to  be  guessed  at  or  inferred,  they  should  not 
openly  and  in  plain  language  have  declared  so — the 
decrees  themselves  having  been  clearly  enough 
announced  on  tlieir  enactment;  wliy  should  riot 
tlieir  revocation  be  equally  explicit. 

While  how'ever  numerous  declarations  have  been 
made  on  the  part  of  France  of  the  continued  exist* 
ence  of  the  decrees,  and  captures  made  under  them 
of  neutral  ships  have  occurred,  a few  of  the  Ame- 
rican  vessels  seized  since  November  1,  have  been 
restored,  and  the  foregoing,  a very  small  part  of 
his  plunder,  is  desired  by  Bonaparte  to  be  consider- 
ed as  a proof  of  tlie  sincerity  of  his  revocation  by 
America;  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  besides 
the  object  of  ruining  the  British  resources  by  his 
ow'n  unauthorized  regulations,  he  has  also  that  of 
endeavoring  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the  United  States 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  herein  you  will,  as  I bacL 
the  honor  to  remark  in  a former  letter,  be  able  to 
obseiwe  tlie  cause  of  the  apparently  contradictoiy 
language  held  both  by  himself  and  his  mimsters. 

1 be  oitremeiy  IJsStfjpy,  tq  'receive, from  you. 
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• I need  not  repeat  to  you,  sir,  what  sincere  satis- 
faction it  would  give  me  if  without  the  sacrifice  of 
the  essential  rights  and  interests  of  Great  Britain 
all  the  points  in  discussion  between  our  two  couh-' 
tries  could  be  finally  adjusted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conside- 
ration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  honorable  James  Monroe,  ^c.  SJc.  ^c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  Oct.  29,  1811. 
Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yo'.u’  letter 
of  the  22d  of  this  month,  and  to  lay  it  before  tlie 
president. 

The  assurance  which  you  have  given  of  your 
disposition  to  reciprocate,  in  our  communications 
on  the  important  subjects  depending  between  our 
governments  the  respectful  attention  which  each 
has  a right  to  claim,  and  that  no  departure  from  it 
was  intended  in  your  letter  of  the  26tli  July,  has 
been  received  with  the  satisfaction  due  to  tlie  frank 
and  conciliatory  spix'it  in  Vvhich  it  was  made. 

I learn,  however,  v/ith  much  regret,  that  you 
have  received  no  instructions  from  your  govern- 
ment founded  on  the  new  proof  of  the  revocation 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  marquis  of  Wellesley  by  the 
alf^eady  had  the  Honor  to  state  to  you,  that  the  delay  j American  cliarge  des  affaires  at  London,  in  a docu- 
which  took  place  in  their  condemnation  was  not  in  I ment  of  which  I had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
consequence  of  any  doubt  existing  in  his  majesty’s  copy.  It  might  fairly  have  been  presumed  as  I have 
government,  as  to  whether  the  French  decrees  ; l'*efore  observed,  that  the  evidence  afforded  by  that 
were  revoked,  as  you  seem  to  imagine,  but  in  con-  j document,  of  the  complete  revocation  of  those  de- 
sequence of  its  being  thought  that  the  American  creesj  so  fim  as  they  interfered  with  the  commerce 
government,  upon  its  appearing  that  they  Were : of  the  United  States  with  the  British  dominions, 
deceived  by  France,  would  have  ceased  their  inju-  j would  have  been  followed  by  an  immediate  repeal 
rious  measures  against  the  British  commerce.  A j of  the  orders  in  council.  From  the  reply  of  the 
considerable  time  elapsed  before  the  decision  j marquis  of  Wellesley,  it  was  at  least  to  have  been 
took  place  on  tho.se  ships,  and  there  is  no  doubt,  1 expected  that  no  time  had  been  lost  in  transmitting 
but  that  had  the  United  States’  governmert  not  1 that  document  to  you,  and  that  the  instructions 
mfriendlv  attitude  towards  Great ! accompanying  it  would  have  manifested  a change 


sir,  the  Information  that  in  a frank  and  unambigu- 
ous maimer,  the  chief  of  the  French  government 
had  revoked  his  decrees.  Why  he  should  not  do  so 
ie  inexplicable  if  he  means  to  revert  to  the  ordinary 
rules  of  war,  but  while  he  exercises  such  despotic 
sway  wherever  his  influence  extends,  to  ruin  the 
resources  of  England,  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
Great  Britain  shall  not  use  tlie  means  she  possesses 
for  the  purpose  of  making  him  feel  the  pressure  of 
his  own  system.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  ere  long  the  effects  on  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  will  be  such  as-  irresistibly  to  produce  a 
change  which  will  place  commerce  on  its  former 
l^asis.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  I hope  you  will  not 
tiiink  it  extraordinary  if  I should  contend  that  the 
seizure  of  American  ships  by  France,  since  No- 
vember 1,  and  the  positive  and  unqualified  declara- 
tions of  the  French  government,  are  stronger 
proofs  of  fhe  continued  existeiice  of  the  French 
decrees  and  the  bad  faith  of  the  ruler  of  France, 
than  the  restoration  of  five  or  six  vessels,  too  pal- 
pably gi^en  up  for  fallacious  purposes  or  in  testimo- 
ny of  his  satisfaction  at  the  attitude  taken  by  Ame- 
rica, is  a proof  of  their  revocation^  or  of  his  return 
to  the  principles  of  justice.  ' 

I vv^jll  only  repeat,  sir,  in  answer  to  your  obser- 
vations on  the  late  condemnation  of  the "^ships  taken 
under  his  majesty’s  orders  in  council,  what  I have 


persisted  in  their  unfriendly 
Britain  on  discovering  the  ill  faith  of  France,  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  in  his  mrjesty’s  government 
would  have  caused  their  release. 

In  reply  to  your  (.^:^-.orvations  on  the  pretensions 
of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees,  I beg  to  repeat  that  tlie  sum  of  the 
demand  made  by  England  is  that  France  should 
follow  the  established  la\\'s  of  warfare  as  practised 
in  former  wars  in  Europe.  Her  ruler  by, his  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  declared  himself  no' longer 
bound  by  them,  he  has  openly  renounced  them  in 
his  violent  eflbrts  to  ruin  the  resources  of  Great 
Britain,  and  has  trampled  on  the  rights  of  indepen- 
dent nations  to  effect  his  purpose.  If  the  French 
government  make  use  of  means  of  unprece- 
dented violence  to  prevent  the  intercourse  of  Eng- 
land with  unoffending  neutrals,  can  it  be  expected 
that  England  shouldtamelysufler  the  establishment 
of  such  a novel  system  of  war  without  retaliation, 
and  endeavoring  in  her  turn  to  prevent  tlie  French 
from  enjoying  the  advantages  of  which  she  is  un- 
lawfully deprived.'’ 

jBiaving  explained  already  tlie  situation  in  which 
the  (Question  of  the  blockade  of  May  1806,  rests 
aca'.ofdiRg  to  the  views  of  his  majesty’s  government, 
and  the  desire  of  Great  Britain  to  conduct  her  sys- 
tem of  blook^ie  according  to  tlie  laws  of'  Rations,  I 
will  only  advert  to  it  on  this  occasion"  for  the ‘pur- 
pose of  taking  the  liberty  of  acknowledging  to  you 
die  very  great  plcasi^e  I received  from  Jhe  hidilv. 
honorably  mark  of  ye.?pgct  whichf  you  have  taken 
the  occa.sion  to  express  fqr  the  illustrious  statenian 
JTom  Wiiose  counsel^}  that  m<Tasure  emanated. 


change 

in  the  sentiments  of  your  government  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  regret  therefore  cannot  but  be  increas- 
ed in  finding  that  the  communication  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  has  not  even  had 
the  effeptof  suspending  your  eflbrts  to  vindicate 
the  perseverance  of  youi'  government  in  enforcing 
those  orders. 

I regret  also  to  observe,  that  the  light  in  which 
you  have  viewed  this  document,  and  the  remarks 
which  you  have  made  on  the  subject  generally, 
seem  to  preclude  any  other  view  of  the  conditions 
on  which  those  orders  are  to  be  revoked,  than 
those  that  were  furnished  by  your  former  commu- 
nications, You  still  adhere  to  the  pretension 
that  the  productions  and  manufiictures  of  (ireat 
Britain,  when  neutralized,  must  be  admitted  into 
the  ports  of  your  enemies.  This  pretension,  howev- 
er vague  the  language  heretofore  held  by  your  gov- 
vernment,  particularly  by  the  marquis  of  Welles- 
ley, in  his  communications  with  Mr.  Pinkney  on 
tlie  subject,  was  never  uuderstood  to  have  been  em- 
braced, Nothing  indeed  short  of  the  specific  de- 
clarations which  you  liave'made,  would  have  induc- 
ed a belief  that  such  Was  the  case. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec.  &e.  ' 

(Signed)  JAS;  MONROE. 

^liupintstus  J.  Foster,  Esq.  &c.  ffc.  ' 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE.  . ‘ 

Washington,  October  31,  1811j. 

Bir-^I  did  not  reply  at  great  length  to  the  obser- 
vations'’ contained  in  your  letter  of  the  first  instant 
on  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  relative  to 
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the  French  system,  because  you  seemed  to  me  to 
have  arg-aed  as  if  but  a part  of  the  system  contin- 
~ued,  and  even  that  part  had  ceased  to  be  consider- 
ed as  a measure  of  war  ag’ainst  Great  Britain.  For 
me  to  fiave  allovved  this,  would  have  been  at  once 
to  allow  in  the  face  of  facts  that  the  decrees  ol' 
France  were  repealed,  and  that  her  unprecedented 
measures,  avowefUy  pursued  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  nations  were  become  mere  ordinary  reg'ulations 
of  trade.  I therefore  thought  fit  to  confine  my  an- 
swer  to  your  remarks,  to  a general  statement  of  the 
suju  of  the  demands  against  Great  Britain,  which 
was,  that  France  should  by  effectually  i-evoking 
her  decrees  revert  to  the  usual  method  of  carrying 
on  war  as  practised  in  civilized  Europe. 

The  pretension  of  France  to  prohibit  all  com- 
merce in  articles  of  British  origin  in  every  part  of 
the  continent  is  one  among  the  many  violent  inno- 
vations which  are  contained  in  the  decrees,  and 
which  are  pi'eceded  by  the  declaration  of  their  being 
founded  on  a determination  of  the  ruler  of  France, 
as  he  himself  avowed,  to  revert  to  the  principles 
which  characterised  the  barbarism  of  the  dark  ages, 
and  to  forget  all  ideas  of  justice  and  even  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  humanity  in  the  new  method  of  car- 
rying on  war  adopted  by  him. 

It  is  not  however  a question  with  Great  Britain  of 
mere  commercial  interest,  as  you  seem  to  suppose, 
which  is  involved  in  the  attempt  by  Bonaparte  to 
blockade  her  both  by  sea  and  by  land,  but  one  of 
feeling  and  of  national  honor,  contending  as  we  do 
against  the  principles  which  he  professes  in  his 
new  system  of  warfare.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
submit  to  the  doctrine  that  he  lias  a right  to  compel 
tlie  whole  continent  to  break  off  all  intercourse  with 
tis,  and  to  seize  upon  ves.sels  belonging  to  neutral 
siations  upon  the  sole  plea  of  tlieir  having  visited  an 
English  port,  or  of  their  being  laden  with  ai'ticles 
of  Britisli  or  colonial  produce  in  whatsoever  man- 
jicr  acquired. 

This  pretension,  howev'er,  is  but  a part  of  that 
system  tlie  whole  of  v/hich,  under  our  construction 
of  the  letter  of  M.  Champ:, gay  of  August  5,  1810, 
corroborated  by  many  subsequent  declarations  of 
the  French  government  mid  not  invalidated  by  any 
Ainequivocal  declaration  of  a contrary  tenor,  must 
be  considered  as  still  m full  force. 

Ill  the  communication  which  you  lately  trans- 
mitted to  me,  1 am  sorry  to  repeat  that  I was  una- 
ble to  discover  any  facts  which  satisfactorily  proved 
that  the  decrees  had  been  actually  repealed,  and  I 
liave  already  repeatedly  .stated  the  reasons  which 
too  probably  led  to  the  restoration  of  a few  of  the 
American  ships  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  Berlin 
imd  Milan  decrees  after  Nov,  1,  Mr.  Russell  does 
not  seem  to  deny  that  the  decrees  may  still  be  kept 
in  force,  only  he  thinks  they  have  assumed  a muni- 
cipal character;  but  in  M.  Champagny’s  declara- 
tion, ambiguous  as  it  was,  there  is  no  sucli  division 
of  them  into  two  different  characters,  for  if  the 
contingency  required  by  the  French  Minister  took 
place,  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  cease 
according  to  his  expression  without  any  qualifica- 
tion. If  therefore  a part  of  tliem  remain  or  be  re- 
vived again,  as  seems  to  be  allowed  even  here,  why 
may  no;  the  whole  lie  equally  so.^  V/here  proof  can 
be  obtained  of  their  existence,  we  have  it,  namely, 
in  the  ports  of  France,  in  which  vessels  have  been 
avowedly  seized  under  their  operations  since  No- 
vember 1.  Of  their  maritime  existence  we  cannot 
so  easily  obtain  evidence,  because  of  the  few  French 
.ships  of  war  wiiich  venture  to  leave  t’ncir  harbors. 
Who  can  doubt  however  but  tiiat  had  the  ruler  of 


France  a navy  at  his  command  equal  to  the  enforc- 
ing of  his  violent  decrees,  he  would  soon  show 
■;!iat  part  of  them  to  be  no  dead  letter.  The  prin- 
ciple is  not  the  less  obnoxious  because  it  is  fro.m 
necessity  almost  dormant  for  tiie  moment,  nor 
ought  it  tlierefore  to  be  less  an  object  to  be  sti’enu- 
ously  resisted. 

Allow  me,  sir,  here  to  express  my  sincere  regret 
that  I have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  Convince  you,  by 
what  I cannot  but  consider  the  strongest  evidence, 
of  the  continued  existence  of  the  French  decrees, 
and  consequently  of  the  unfriendly  policy  of  } our 
government  in  enforcing  the  non-importation  against 
us  and  opening  the  trade  with  our  enemies.  lli.s 
royal  highness  will,  I am  convinced,  learn  with  un- 
feigned sorrow,  tliat  such  continues  to  be  still  the 
determination  of  America,  and  whatever  restric- 
tions on  the  commerce  enjoyed  by  America  in  his 
majesty’s  dominions  m.ay  ensue  on  the  part  of  G. 
Britain,  as  retaliatory  on  the  refusal  by  your  go- 
vernment to  admit  tlie  productions  of  Great  Britain 
while  they  open  their  harbors  to  those  of  his  majes- 
ty’s enemies,  they  will,  I am  persuaded,  be  adopted 
with  sincere  pain,  and  with  pleasure  relinquished 
whenever  tiiis  country  shall  resume  lier  neutral  po- 
sition and  impartial  ^jttitude  between  tlie  two  belli- 
gerents. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  consi*- 
deration  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant, 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  hon.  James  JMonroe,  &c.  &c. 


OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

■ Washington,  July  "2,  1811. 

Sir — The  attention  of  his  majesty’s  governmenffe , 
has  of  late  been  called  to  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  United  States  for  the  military  occupation  of 
West  Florida.  The  language  held  by  the  president 
at  the  opening  of  the  late  session  of  congress,  the 
hostile  demonstrations  made  by  tlie  American  forces 
under  captain  Gaines,  the  actual  summoning  of  the 
fort  of  Mobile,  and  the  bill  submitted  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  American  legislature  for  the  interior 
administration  of  the  province,  are  so  many  direct 
and  positive  proofs  that  the  government  of  ximerica 
IS  prepared  to  subject  the  province  of  West  Florida 
to  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  Spanish  minister  in  London  addressed  a note 
in  the  month  of  March  last  to  his  majesty’s  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  uftairs,  expressing  in  suffi- 
cient detail  the  feelings  of  the  government  of  Spain 
respecting-  this  unprovoked  aggression  on  the  inte- 
grity of  that  monarchy. 

Mr.  Morier  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Smith  of  jDecem . 
ber  15,  1810,  ha.3  already  reminded  tlie  American 
government  of  the  intimate  alli.anCe  sub.sisting  be- 
tween his  m.ajesty  and  Spain,  and  he  has  desired 
such  explanations  on  the  subject  as  might  convince 
iiis  majesty  of  ihe  pacific  disposition  of  the  United. 
States  towards  Spain.  Mr.  Smith  in  his  reply  has 
stated  that  it  was  evident  that  no  hostile  or  un- 
friendly purpose  was  entertained  by  America  to- 
wards Spain;  and  that  the  American  minister  at  his 
majesty’s  court  had  been  enabled  to  make  whatever 
explanations  might  comport  witli  the  frank  and 
conciliatory  spirit  which  had  been  invai-iably  ma- 
nifested on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  date  of  this  correspondence  Mr.  Pink- 
ney has  offered  no  explanation  whatever  of  the 
motives  wliich  have  actuated  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States  in  this  transHOtion;  a bill  has  been 
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introclucecl  into  congfess  for  the  establishment,  go- 
vernment ami  protection  of  the  teriatory  of  Mobile, 
ami  the  fortress  of  that  name  has  been  summoned 
without  effect. 

Ilis  roval  highness  the  prince  regent  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  is  still  willing  to 
hone  that  the  American  government  has  not  been 
urged  to  this  step  by  ambitious  motives  or  by  a de- 
sire of  foreirm  conquest,  and  territorial  aggrandize- 
ment. It  \vi)uld  b?  satisfactory  however  to  be  ena- 
bled t©  ascertain  that  no  consideration  connected 
with  the  present  state  of  Spain  has  induced  Amei  ica 
to  despoil  that  monarchy  ofa  valuable  foreign  colony . 

The  government  of  the  United  States  contends 
that  the  right  to  the  possession  of  Si  certain  pjirt  of 
Vest  Florula  will  be  not  less  open  to  discussion  in 
the  occupation  of  America  than  under  the  govern- 
n ent  of  Spam.  . , „ •, 

But  the  government  of  the  United  States,  under 
thl.s  pretest,  cannot  expect  to  avoid  the  reproach, 
which  must  attend  the  ungenerous  and  unprovoked 
seizure  of  a foreign  colony,  while  the  parent  state 
is  engaged  in  a noble  contest  for  independence, 
against  V most  unjustifiable  and  violent  invasion  of 
therights  both  of  the^monarch  and  the  people  of  Spain 

While  I wait,  therefore,  for  an  explanation  from 
vou,  sir,  as  to  the  motives  which  led  to  this  unjust 
aggression  by  the  United  States  on  the  territories 
of  his  majesty’s  ally,  I must  consider  it  as  my  duty 
to  lose  no  time  in  fulfilling  the  orders  of  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent  by  which  I am  com- 
manded in  the  event  of  its  appearing  on  my  arrival 
in  this  city  that  the  United  States  still  persevere  by 
menaces  ,and  active  dernon.stra  tion  to  claim  the  mi- 
litary occupation  of  West  Florida,  notwithstanding 
the  remonstrances  of  his  majesty’s  charge  d’affairs 
and  the  manifest  injustice  of  the  act,  to  present  to 
you  the  solemn  protest  of  his  royal  highness  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty  against  an  at- 
tempt so  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice, 
eood  faith,  and  national  honor,  and  so  injurious 
to  the  alliance  subsisting  betw^een  his  majesty  and 
the  Spanish  nation.  ^ ^ i 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consider- 
ation sir,  your  most  obedient  himible  servant, 

^ ^ AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  thehon.  James  Monroe,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Mil.  MOXBOX  TO  MB.  FOSTEB. 

Department  of  State,  Jrily  8, 1811. 

have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note 
which  you  have  presented,  by  the  order  of  liis  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  to  protest,  in  behalf  of 
the  regency  of  Spain,  against  the  possession  lately 
taken  by  the  United  States  of  certain  parts  of  West 

Florida  , . , . , 

Although  the  precedent  cannot  admit  the  right  of 
Gi*eat  Britain  to  interfere  in  any  question  relating 
to  that  province,  he  is  willing  to  explain,  in  a friend- 
ly manner,  the  considerations  which  induced  the 
United  States  to  take  the  step  against  which  you 
have  been  ordered  to  protest. 

It  is  to  be  inferred  from  your  view’  of  the  subject, 
that  the  British  government  has  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  the  United  States  sCiZed  a moment  of  na- 
tional embarrassment  to  wrest  from  Spain  a province 
to  whicltthey  had  no  right,  and  that  they  ivere 
promptedto  it  by  their  interest  alone,  and  a know- 
ledge that  Spain  could  not  defend  it  Nothing, 
however,  is  more  remote  from  the  fact,  than  the 
presumption  on  which  your  government  appears  to 
have  acied.  Examples  of  so  unworthy  a conduct 
are  unfortunately  top  frequent  in  the  history  of 
nations,  but  the’United  States  have  not  followed 


^heni.  The  president  had  pursuaded  himself  tliat 
the  unequivocal  proofs  w’hich  the  United  State.s 
fiave  given  in  all  their  transactions  witli  foreign 
powers,  and  particularly  w’iih  Spain,  of  an  upright 
and  liberal  policy,  w’ould  have  shielded  them  irom 
such  an  unmerit^  a suspicion.  He  is  satisfied  that 
nothing  is  w.antingbutacorrectknowledge  of  facts 
completely  to  diss.pate  it. 

I might  bring  to  youi’  view  a long  catalogue  of 
injuries  w’liich  the  United  States  have  received  from 
Spain  since  the  conclusion  of  their  revolutionary' 
w^ar,  any  one  of  which  would  most  pi’obably  have 
been  considered  cause  of  war,  and  resented  as  such 
by  other  powers.  I will  mention  tivo  of  these  only; 
the  spoliations  that  were  committed  on  their  com- 
merce to  a great  amount  in  the  last  war,  and  the 
suppression  of  their  deposit  at  Netv -Orleans,  just 
before  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  in 
violation  of  a solemn  treaty:  for  neither  of  which 
injuries  has  any  reparation  or  atonement  been  miide. 
For  injuries  like  those  of  the  fii'st  cla.ss,  it  is  known 
to  you  that  Great  Britain  and  France  made  indemni- 
ty. The  United  States,  however,  do  not  rely  on 
these  injuries  for  a justification  of  their  conduct  in 
this  transaction,  although  their  claims  to  reparation 
for  them  are  by  no  means  relinquished,  and  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  will  not  always  be  neglected. 

When  I inform  you  that  the  province  of  West 
Florida  to  the  Perdido  w’asa  part  of  Louisiana,w  bile 
the  w hole  province  formerly  belonged  to  France, 
that  although  it  was  afterwards  ‘separated  from  tlie 
other  part,  yet  that  both  parts  were  again  reunited 
in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  by  her  reconveyed  to 
France  in  which  state  the  entire  province  of  Louisi- 
ana w’as  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  1803,  that  in 
accepting  the  cession  and  paying  for  the  territory 
ceded,  the  United  States  understood  and  believed 
that  they  paid  for  the  country  as  far  as  the  Perdido, 
as  part  of  Louisiana;  and  that  on  a conviction  of 
their  rights  they  included  in  their  law's  provisions 
adapted  to  the  cession  in  that  extent— -it  cannot  fail 
to  be  a cau.se  of  surprise  to  the  prince  regent,  that 
they  did  not  proceed  to  take  possession  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  question  as  soon  as  the  treaty  was  ratified. 
T1 ’.ere  was  nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  Spain  at 
that  time,  that  could  have  forbidden  the  measure. 
In  denying  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  this 
territory,  her  government  invited  negociation  or 
that  and  every  other  point  in  contestation  between 
the  parties.  The  United  States  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, in  the  hi.pe  that  it  w’ould  secure  an  adjust- 
ment and  reparation  for  every  injury  which  had 
been  received,  and  lead  to  the  restoration  of  perfect 
harmony  between  the  tw’o  countries,  but  in  that 
hope  they  W'ere  disappointed. 

Since  the  year  1805,  the  period  of  the  last  nego- 
ciation v/ith  Spain,  the  province  of  West-Florida 
has  remained  in  a situation  altogether  incompatible, 
with  the  w'elfare  of  these  state.s.  Tlie  goveinment 
of  Spain  has  scarcely  been  felt  there;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  affairs  of  that  province  had 
fallen  into  disorder.  Of  that  circumstance,  howe- 
ver, the  United  States  took  no  advantage.  It  w'as 
not  until  the  last  year,  W'hcn  the  inhabitants,  per- 
ceiving that  all  authority  over  them  Iwd  ceased,rose 
in  a body  with  intention  to  take  the  country  in  their 
owm  hands,  that  the  American  gnvernmi“?it  inter- 
posed. It  W’as  impossible  for  the  United  States  to 
behold  with  indifference  a movement  in  which  they 
W’ere  so  deeply  interested.  The  president  would 
have  incurred  the  censure  of  the  nation,  if  he  suf- 
fered that  province  to  be  wrested  from  the  United 
States  under  a pretext  of  wresting  it  from  Spain. 
In  taking  possessioii  of  it  in  their  name,  and  untUr 
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Ihfiir  authority,  except  in  the  part  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Spaaiidi  troops,  who  have  not  been  dis- 
turbed, he  defended  the  rights  and  secured  the 
pcAce  of  the  nation,  and  even  consul^d  the  honor 
of  Spain  herself.  By  this  event  the  United  States 
hav'e  acquired  no  new  title  to  West  Florida.  They 
wanted  none.  In  adjusting  hereafter  all  the  other 
points  which  remain  to  be  adjusted  with  Spain,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  subject  of  amica- 
ble negociation  as  soon  as  the  government  of  Spain 
shall  be  settled,  her  claim  to  this  territory  may  also 
be  brought  into  view,  and  receive  all  the  attention 
\vh;ch  is  due  to  it.  _ 

Aware  that  this  transaction  might  be  misconceiv- 
ed and  misrepresented,  the  President  deemed  it  a 
proper  subject  of  instruction  to  the  ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  foreign  courts  to  place  it  in  a tme 
light  before  them.  Such  an  instruction  was  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Pinkney,  their  late  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary at  London,  who  would  have  executed 
it,  had  not  the  termination  of  his  mission  prevented 
it.  The  president  cannot  doubt  tiiat  the  frank  and 
candid  explanation  which  I have  now  given,  by 
his  order,  of  the  considerations  which  induced  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  this  country, 
will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prmce  Regent. 

With  gi-eat  respect  and  consideration,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JAS.  :MONROE. 

^^u^istus  J.  Foster,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MOXROE. 

PhiladelpMa,  Sept.  5, 1811. 

Sir — The  Chevalier  d’Ouis,  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed minister  from  his  Catholic  majesty  to  the 
United  States,  has  written  to  inform  me  that  he 
understands  by  letters  from  the  governor  of  East 
Florida,  under  date  of  the  14th  ult.  that  governor 
Matthews,  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  was  at  that 
time  at  Newtown,  St.  Mary^s,  on  die  frontiers  of 
Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  province  for  its  being  delivered  up  to 
the  United  States’  government,  that  he  was  with 
this  view  using  every  method  of  seduction  to  effect 
liis  purpose,  offering  to  each  white  inliabitant  who 
would  side  with  him  fifty  acres  of  laud  and  the  gaia- 
rantee  of  his  religion  and  property;  stipulating 
also  that  the  American  government  n'ould  pay  the 
debts  of  the  Spanish  government,  whether  due  in 
pensions  or  otherwise,  and.  that  lie  would  cause  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  garrisons  to  be  conveyed 
to  such  place  as  should  be  indicated,  provided  they 
did  not  rather  choose  to  enter  into  the  service  pf 
the  United  States. 

M.  d’Onis  has  done  me  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate to  me  a note  which  he  purposes  transmitting 
to  you,  sir,  in  consequence  of  this  detached  and 
■most  extraordinary  intelligence,  and  considering 
the  intimate  alliance  subsisting  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  is  placed  in  this  country,  he  has  urgently 
requested  that  I would  accompany  his  representa- 
tion with  a letter  on  my  part  m support  of  it. 

After  the  solemn  asseverations  which  you  gave 
me  in  the  month  of  July,  that  no  intentions  hos- 
tile to  the  Spanish  interests  in  Florida  existed  on 
the  pan  of  your  government,  I am  wholly  unable 
to  suppo-.e  that  governor  Matthews  can  have  had  or- 
ders from  the  President  for  die  conduct  whiciihe  is 
stated  to  be  pursuing;  but  tiie  measures  he  is  stat- 
ed to  be  taking'  in  corresponding  with  traitors,  and 
in  e.ndeavoring  by  bribery  and  every  art  of  .seduc- 


tion to  infuse  a spirit  of  rebellion  into  the  subjects 
of  the  king  of  Spain  in  those  quarters,  are  such  as 
to  create  the  liveliest  inquietude,  and  toc;dl  fer  the 
most  early  interference  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  are  well 
aware  of  the  deep  interest  which  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent  takes  in  the  security  of  Florida, 
for  any  attempt  to  occupy  the  Eastern  part  of  which 
by  the  Unitecl  States  not  even  the  slightest  pretext 
could  be  alledged,  such  as  were  brought  forward  in 
the  endeavor  to  justify  the  aggression  on  AVesl 
Florida. 

I conceive  it  therefore  to  be  my  duty,  sir,  in 
consideration  of  the  alliance  subsisting  bei.wer,n 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  interests  of  his 
majesty’s  subjects  in  the  West  India  Islands,  so 
deeply  involved  in  the  security  of  East  Fioricla,  as 
well  as  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  my  govern- 
ment in  case  of  any  attempt  aga.nst  that  cotmuy, 
to  lose  no  time  in  calling  upon  you  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  alarming  steps  which  gov'ernor  Mat- 
thews is  stated  to  be  taking  for  subverting  the  Sp.'- 
nish  authority  in  that  country,  requesting  to  be 
informed  by  you  upon  what  authority  he  can  be 
acting,  and  wliat  measures  have  been  taken  to  put 
a stop  to  his  proceedings.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  hon.  James  Monroe,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Js/'ovember  2, 1811. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  September  5th,  and  to  submit  it  to  the  view  of 
the  president. 

The  principles  which  have  governed  the  United 
States  in  their  measures  relative  to  West  Florida, 
have  already  been  explained  to  you.  With  equal 
frankness  I shall  now  communicate  the  part  they 
have  acted  with  I'cspect  to  East  Florid.a. 

In  the  letter  which  I have  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  8th  of  July,  I stated  the  injuries  which 
the  United  States  had  received  from  Spain,  slice 
their  revoluiionary  war,  and  particularly  by  spoila- 
tions  on  their  commerce  in  tlie  last  war,  to  a great 
amount,  and  of  the  suppression  of  tlieir  right  of 
deposit  at  New-Orleans,  ju^t  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war,  for  neither  of  which  had 
reparation  been  made.  A claim  to  iudeiiinity  for 
these  injuries,  is  altogether  unconnected  with  the 
question  relating  to  West  Florida,  which  ivus  ac- 
quired by  cession  from  France  in  1803. 

The  government  of  Spain  has  never  denied  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  a just  indemnity  ior 
.spoliations  on  their  commerce.  In  1802,  it  exjili- 
citly  admitted  this  right  by  entering  nuo  a co^nveu- 
tion,  the  object  of  wnicli  was  to  adjust  the  amo,u;it 
of  the  claitn,  with  a view  to  indemnity.  The  sub- 
sequent injury  by  the  suppression  of  the  deposit  at 
New-Orleans  produced  an  important  change  in  liie 
relations  between  the  parties,  which  ha.5  never  been 
accommodated.  The  United  States  saw  in  tiiat 
measure  eminent  cause  of  war,  and  that  war  d.d 
not  immediately  follow,  cannot  be  considered  in  any 
other  light  than  as  a proof  o.f  their  moderation  and 
pacific  policy.  The  executive  could  not  believe 
that  the  government  of  Spain  would  rehise  to  the 
United  States  the  justice  d.ue  io  the.se  accumulated 
injuries,  when  the  subject  should  be  brought  so- 
lemnly before  it,  by  a .special  ini.ision.  It  is  known 
diat  an  envoy  extraordinary  was  sent  to  Madrid  ir, 
1805,  on  this  subject,  and  that  tlie  mission  did  not 
accoiiipUsh  the  object  intended  b;/  it. 
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It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  in  the  neg’ociation, 
with  Spain  in  1805,  the  injuries  complained  of  by 
the  United  States  of  the  first  class  were  again  sub- 
stantially admitted  to  a certain  extent,  as  was  that 
also  occasioned  by  the  suppression  of  the  deposit  at 
New-Orleans,  although  the  Spanish  government, 
by  disclaiming  the  act,  and  imputing  it  to  the  inten- 
dant,  sought  to  avoid  the  responsibility  due  from 
it;  that  to  make  indemnity  to  the  United  States 
for  injuries  of  every  kind,  a cession  of  the  whole 
territory  claimed  by  Spain,  eastward  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  made  the  subject  of  negociation,  and 
tliat  the  amount  of  the  sum  demanded  for  it  was 
the  sole  cause  that  a treaty  was  not  then  formed, 
and  the  territory  added. 

The  United  States  have  considered  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain  indebted  to  them  a greater  sum  for 
the  injuries  above  stated,  than  the  province  of  East 
Florida  can  by  any  fair  standard  between  the  parties 
be  estimated  at.  They  have  looked  to  this  province 
for  their  indemnity,  and  with  the  greater  reason,, 
because  the  government  of  Spain  itself  has  coun- 
tenanced it.  That  they  have  suffered  them  just 
claims  so  long  unsatisfied,  is  a new  and  strong 
proof  of  the  moderation,  as  it  is  of  their  respect 
for  the  disordered  condition  of  that  power.  There 
is,  however,  a period  beyond  which  those  claims 
ought  not  to  be  neglected.  It  would  be  highly 
improper  for  the  United  States,  in  their  respect  for 
Spain,  to  forget  what  they  owe  to  their  own  cha- 
racter, and  to  the  rights  of  their  injured  citizens. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  equally 
unjust  and  dishonorable  in  the  United  States  to  suf-. 
ferEast  Florida  to  pass  into  the  possession!  of  any 
other  power.  Unjust  because  they  would  thex’eby 
lose  the  only  indemnity  within  their  reach,  for 
injuries  which  ought  long  since  to  have  been  re- 
dressed. Dishonorable,  because  in  permitting 
another  power  to  wrest  from  them  that  indemnity, 
their  inactivity  and  acquiescence  could  only  be 
imputed  to  unworthy  motives.  Situated  as  East  Flo- 
rida is,  cut  off  from  the  other  possessions  of  Spain,  | 
and  surrounded  in  a great  measure  by  the  territory 
of  the  United  States;  and  having  also  an  important 
bearing  on  their  commerce,  no  other  power  could 
think  of  taking  possession  of  it,  with  other  than 
hostile  views  to  them.  Nor  could  any  other  power 
take  possession  of  it  xvithout  endangering  their 
pfospejrity  and  best  interests. 

Tlie  United  States  have  not  been  ignorant  or  inat- 
tentive to'  ■what  has  been  agitated  in  Europe,  at 
different  periods,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  provinces  in 
this  hemisphere;  nor  have  they  been  unmindful  of 
theconsequences  into  which  the  disorder  of  Spain 
might  lead  in  regard  to  the  province  in  question, 
without  due  care  to  prevent  it.  They  have  been 
persuaded  that  remissness  on  their  part  might  in- 
vite the  danger^  if  it  h.ad  not  already  done  it,  which 
it  is  so  much  their  interest  and  desire  to  prevent. — 
Deeply  impressed  with  these  considerations,  and 
anxious,  while  they  acquitted  themselves  to  the 
just  claims  of  their  constituen  ts,  to  presei’ve  friend- 
ship  with  otlier  powers,  the  subject  was  broug’ht 
before  the  congress  at  its  last  session,  when  an  act 
Was  p?,s^d  authorising  the  executive  to  accept  pos- 
session of  East  Florida  from  the  local  authorities, 
or  to  take  it  against  th.e  attempt  of  a foreign  power 
to  occupy  it,  holding  it  in  either  case  subject  to 
future  and  friendly  negociation.'  This  act  therefore 
evinces  the  just  and  amicable  views  by  which  the 
United  Suite.s  have  been  governed,  towards  Spain, 
in  the  measure  authorised  by  it.  Our  ministers  at 
liOndon  ar.d  Paris  were  imniediately  apprised  of  the 


act  and  instructed  to  communicate  the  purport  of 
it,  to  both  governments,  and  to  explain  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  the  motives 
which  led  to  it.  The  president  could  not  doubt 
that  such  an  explanation  would  give  all  the 
satisfaction  that  was  intended  by  it.  By  a laie  let- 
ter from  the  American  charge  d’affaires  at  London, 

I observe,  that  this  explanation  was  made  to  your 
government  in  the  month  of  last.  That 

it  was  not  sooner  made  was  owing  to  the  departure 
of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
before  the  instruction  was  recefred. 

I am  persuaded,  sir,  that  you  will  see,  in  this 
view  of  the  subject,  very  strong  proof  of  the  just 
and  amicable  disposition  of  the  United  States 
towards  Spain,  of  which  I treated,  in  the  confer- 
ence, to  which  you  have  alluded.  The  same  dis- 
position still  exists;  but  it  must  be  understood  that 
it  cannot  be  indulged  longer  than  may  comport  with 
the  safety,  as  well  as  with  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  nation.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  kc.  &c 

JAMES  MONROE. 
A^igustus  J.  Foster.  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWKEIT  MU.  MOKBOE  AXB  MR.  FOSTER  OS'  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  THE  AFFAIB  OF  THE  LITTLE  BELT.  , 

Baltimore^  July  26th,  1811, 

Sir— I have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  an 
official  letter,  addressed  to  rear-admiral  Sawyer,  by 
captain  Bingham,  conmianding  his  majesty’s  sloop 
the  Little  Beit,  which  contains  an  account  of  the 
late  en.jjagemeiit  between  that  ship  and  the  Ameri- 
can frigate  the  President. 

In  thus  commujLii eating  to  you,  witliout  orders 
from  his  majesty’s  government,  this  document^  " 
which  in  the  most  essential  fact  differs  so  materially 
from  that  of  commodore  Rodgers,  I trust  that  ihis 
government  will  receive  it  as  a proof  of  the  sincere 
desire  which  exists  with  me,  to  open  the  way  to  an 
amicable  arrangement  of  the  (question  which  may 
arise  out  of  lliis  unfortunate  aflair,  when  it  shall  be 
known  to  his  majesty’s  government. 

I have  the  ht/nor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

X P.  MORIER. 

Thehon.  .Tames  JMonroe,  &c.  &e.^c.  i 

{Here  follotvs  the  letter  from  captain  Bingham  to  ; 
admiral  Sarvyer — see  page  34.] 

MR.  MONROE,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  Tp  MR.  MO- 
RIER, CHARGE  d’affaires  TO  HIS  IfElTANNIC 
MAJESTY.  J 

Bepartment  of  State,  June  28,  1811. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your.  j 
letter  of  the  26th  inst.  communicating  a statement  f 
from  captain  Bingham  to  admiral  Sawyer,  of  the,  ■ 
circumstances  attending  the  late  unfortunate  en-  ' 

counter  betiveen  the  United  States’  frigate  tlie  Presi-  ' ■ 
dent  and  his  Britjuinic  majesty’s  sloop  theLittleBelt.’  f 
It  is  to  he  regretted  that  the  statement  made  by 
captain  Bingham  should  have  varied  in  any  cir- 
cumstance,  from  that  made  by  the  commander  of 
the  American  frigate.  Iflatier  myself  with  ’ the  v, 
disposition  of  the  president,  when  I am  authorized 
to  express,  to  make  it  the  subject  of  mutual  and  i 
friendly' explanations,  its  disagreeable  tendency 
will  be  obviated.  I am  induced  to  express  tliis  , 

expectation,  with  the  more  confidence,  Iroin  the  'v 

conciliatory  manner  in  which  you  have  maoe  tliis 
communication.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  kc.  ■ 

■ (Signed)  JAS.  MONROE, 

Jfr.  jTfo7'iet',  charge  d'affaires  of 

Kis  Britannic  majesty.  f 
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MH.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MO^fROE. 

Washington,  July  3,  1811. 

Sib, — The  assurances  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  ^ive  me  yesterday  verbally,  that  no  in- 
structions whatever  had  been  g-iven  to  o&mmodore 
Rodgers  which  could  under  any  construction  be 
meant  to  authorize  his  attempting  to  recover  by 
force  anv  person  claimed  as  an  impressed  American 
citizen  from  on  board  any  of  his  majesty’s  ships  of 
war,  were  amply  sufficient  to  convey  to  my  mind 
every  satisfaction  upon  that  subject:  the  reports, 
however,  current  in  the  United  States,  and  connect- 
ed with  commodore  Rodgers’  conduct  and  pro- 
ceedings, as  well  as  the  inferences  ■which  will  be 
drawn  from  the  expressions  which  he  used  to  the 
captain  of  his  majesty’s  sloop  Little  Belt,  being  of 
a tendency  to  create  doubts  in  Great  Britain  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  authority  under  which  he  acted,  I 
willingly  accept  your  offer  of  making  me  the  same 
statement  in  a more  formal  manner,  in  order  that  I 
may  transmit  it  to  my  government,  to  prevent  all 
possible  mistakes  on  so  important  a point. 

The  question  arising  out  of  the  rencounter  be- 
tween the  United  States  frigate  President  and  his 
majesty’s  sloop  Little  Belt,  will  then  remain  limited 
to  the  act  itself.  You  are  already,  sir,  in  possession 
of  the  British  commanders’  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances which  attended  it;  his  account,  and  that  of 
the  American  commodore’s,  differ  very  materially 
■ttdth  respect  to  some  of  the  most  important 
features  of  the  transaction,  but  in  this  they  agree, 
that  the  chace  which  brought  on  the  action,  com- 
menced on  the  part  of  commodore  Rodgers;  for 
it  cannot  be  maintained  that  the  advance  made  by 
captain  Bingham  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if 
the  sail  descried  by  him  was  his  majesty’s  ship 
Gurrier,  wiiich  it  appears  he  had  orders  to  join,  was 
for  the  purpose  of  chasing,  even  if  that  fact 
be  urged  as  a plea  by  the  American  commander,  for 
as  soon  as  he  found  his  signals  unanswered,  he  bore 
away,  until  to  his  infinite  surprise  he  round  himself 
the  object  of  the  strange  vessel’s  eager  pursuit  and 
hostile  attitudes.  What  could  be  commodore  Rod- 
gers’ intention  is  not  apparent.  That  he  could  not 
discover  at  the  distance  of  seventy  or  one  hundred 
yards,  that  the  ship  before  him  was  a flush  deck 
sloop,  though  it  was  but  a little  after  eig'ht  o’clock 
on  tlie  16th  of  May;  that  he  could  not  make  out 
her  colors  at  half  past  six  o’clock;  that  his  guns 
were  double  shotted;  and  that  with  the  security  he 
possessed  from  the  great  force  and  superior  sailing 
of  the  ship  mider  his  command,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  iielong-ing  to  a neutral  nation,  he  did  not 
rather  hold  off'  during  the  night  if  he  wislied  to 
speak  the  sloop,  than  by  running  under  her  stern 
in  a menacing  attitude,  incur  tJie  risk  of  provoking 
a misunderstanding,  must  appear  unaccountable  to 
the  comprehension  of  every  unprejudiced  person, 
and  will  I am  sui’e,  sir,  seem  to  you  a sufficient 
reason,  if  there  were  no  other,  to  warrant  my  dcr 
manding  that  an  e^^amination  be  instituted  into  liis 
conduct,  vvith  a view  to  suitable  satisfoction  being 
afforded  to  hjs  majesty  for  the  loss  of  sq  rnany  of 
his  subjects  so  wantonly  slaughtered,  and  for  the 
insult  offered  to  his  flag.  But  should  captain 
Bingham’s  charges  be  brought  home  to  commedore 
Rodgers,  for  his  having  refused  to  state  the  name 
of  the  nation  be  belonged  to,  though  asked  to  do  so 
on  their  nearing  each'  otfier  m the  dark,  and  of 
having  fii-ed  a bvoad-.side  into  the  sloop  witliout 
provocation,  which  might  at  once  have  sunk  so 
.small  a vessel,  I ani  convinced  I need  onb-  ap'peal 
to  tue  justice  of  the  .\mcr:can  government,  for  the 
government  to  see  in  its  proper  light  the  ni-a^ni'inue 


of  the  outrage,  and  offer  to  liis  majesty  every  re- 
paration that  can  appear  due. 

It  is  with  gre:it  pleasure,  sir,  that  I avail  myself 
of  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  tlie  promptness 
with  which  you  came  forward  with  the  assurances 
alluded  to  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter,  and  the 
readiness  which  you  slxiwcd  to  receive  any  commu- 
nications from  me  in  regard  to  the  unhappy  occur- 
rence which  forms  the  subject  of  the  remainder. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

Hon.  Jaines  ^{oni'oe,  &c. 

MR.  MOXROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

department  of  iJtate,  July  16,  1811. 

Sir, — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  j our  note 
re.specting  the  late  rencontre  between  the  Amcric  i'n 
frigate  the  President,  and  his  Britamiic  majesty’s 
sloop  of  war  the  Little  Belt. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  you  received  the 
communication  which  I had  the  honor  to  make  you, 
in  our  first  interview,  on  the  subject  of  your  en- 
quiry, relative  to  that  unfortunate  occurrence,  in 
the  amicable  spirit  in  w'hicli  it  was  intended.  Al- 
though the  excitement  which  had  been  produced 
by  previous  and  recent  aggi-eosions,  pai'ticularly  by 
the  impressment  of  American  citizens  from  Ameri- 
can vessels,  even  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
was  great,  yet,  no  order  had  been  given  by  tlie  go- 
vernment for  the  recovery,  by  force,  of  any  citizens 
so  Impressed,  from  any  British  ship  of  'W'ar.  'I'hc 
orilers  given  to  the  commanders  of  frigates,  and 
other  armed  vessels  of  tlie  United  States,  were  for 
the  protection  of  their  coasts  and  of  their  com- 
merce, within  the  legitimate  limits. 

I need  not  repeat  to  }’ou,  sir,  the  sincere  regret 
of  this  government  that  such  an  encounter  took 
place,  and  more  especially  that  it  should  have  pro- 
duced the  unfortunate  consequences  W'hich  attendr 
ed  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

, JAMES  MONROE 

Augustus  J Foster,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 

MB.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MO^fROE. 

Washington,  July  24,  18T1 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
datefl  on  the  16th  inst.  in  answer  to  mine  pi  the  3d,  in 
which  I expressed  a desire, to  have  stated,  in  a more 
formal  manner,  your  denial  to  me,  of  orders  having 
been  g'iven  to  con^niodore  Rodgers  whicli  could, 
under  any  constru^V.ion,  authorise  that  commander 
to  attack  any  of  his  majesty’s  ships  of  war,  in 
searcli  of  au}'-  person  claimed  as  an  American  sea- 
man, and  in  which  I also  demanded  tliat  an  exami- 
nation should  be  instHuted  into  that  officer’s  con- 
duct, with  a view  to  suitable  reparation  being  af- 
forded to  hjs  majesty,  for  what  appears  a waiitou 
and  unprovoked  attack  made  by  the  frigate  under 
his  command  upon  his  majesty’s  sloop  of  war,  the 
Little  Belt. 

The'denial  I asked  for,  you  have  given  me,  and  I 
, beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  tliough  I troubled  you 
with  the  demand,  because  the  e'';tcjasiveuess  of 
rumor  which  had  attrib.i;ted  auch  orders  to  tin.. 
Aniericau  government,  liad  made  it  my  d^ity  so  tc. 
do;  yet  I never  entertained  .an  idea  for  one  momen- 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  coukl 
have  issued  such  orders,  liecause  they  must  havt 
been  considered  as  manife.stat  ions  of  direct  inten  - 
tions of  hostility,  which  would  have  been  incompa- 
ti!>le  with  the  relation^  of  amity  subsisting  betweei'; 
America  and  Great  Britain. 

On.  eU'-’U  a po^i^t,  sir,  a sinuple  denial. wan  all  b 
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asked,  and  what  I expected  to  receive.  It  was, 
therefore  with  pain  that  I found  you  had  connected 
itwuth  allusions  to  other  topics,  calculated  t6  pro- 
duce irritation,  on  which,  whatever  complaints  you 
may  have  to  make  lo  me,  I shall  be  ever  ready  to 
receive  and  forward  them  for  redress  to  the  com- 
m tinder  in  chief  of  his  majesty’s  naval  forces  at 
H:Jifax,  or  to  his  majesty’s  government}  but  the 
mentioning  of  which  in  your  note  in  answer  to 
mine  on  a distinct  subject,  of  the  most  serious  im- 
portance, you  will  pardon  me  if  I must  consider  as 
matter  of  regret,  especially  as  you  wished  me  to  re- 
ceive the  communication  you  made  me  as  given  in 
an  amicable  spirit. 

Moreover  from  the  tenor  of  the  part  of  your  let- 
ter in  which  you  have  connected  the  question  of  im- 
pressment with  that  of  an  . attack  on  a British  ship 
of  war,  an  inference  is  forced  upon  me,  which  you 
surely  never  could  have  meant  me  to  draw,  but 
which,  nevertheless;  the  passage  conveys,  namely, 
that,  although  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  not  given  orders  for  the  recovery  by  force  of 
any  American  citizen  claimed  from  a British  na- 
tional ship,  they  still  maintain  they  might  have 
been  justified  in  so  doing.  The  right  of  searching 
a ship  of  war  has  been  so  positively  disavowed  on 
.the  part  of  his  majesty’s  government,  and  so  dis- 
claimed by  that  of  America,  that  I could  not  have 
expected  any  doubts  would  ever  ag'ai.i  have  been 
thrown  on  the  matter,  and  yet  the  language  of  your 
letter,  until  it  is  explained,  will  certainly  authorize 
such  doubts,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  American  gov- 
ernment. 

I have  no  answer  at  all  from  you,  sir,  to  my  de- 
mand for  an  inqAiiry  being  instituted  into  the  con- 
duct of  captain  Rodgers.  This  omission  has  occa- 
sioned to  me  the  more  surprise,  because  in  a!ddition 
to  there  appearing  to  be  no  cause  why  the  govern- 
ment of  America  should  decline  to  listen  to  so  just 
a demand  on  my  part,  there  seemed  to  be  every' 
reason  why  they  should  even  for  taeir  own  satisfac- 
tion have  desired  to  clear  up  the  circumstances  of 
his  most  extraordinary  proceeding.  I will  indeed 
frimkly  own  to  you  that  I did  think  on  reaching 
tills  city  to  have  found  that  officer’s  conduct  alrea- 
dy, by  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  undergoing  an  examination,  in- 
stead of  hearing  that  he  had  been  sent  immedi- 
ately to  sea  again,  wliich  seemed  to  denote  an  ap- 
probation of  his  behaviour;  and  I thought  I could 
the  more  rely  on  this  being  the  course  the  presi- 
dent would  have  pursued,  from  a consideration  of 
that  which  his  majesty’s  government  had  taken  in 
the  case  of  ihe  Chesapeake  when  every  reparation 
practicable  at  the  instant  the  intelligence  reached 
London  of  the  unfortunate  event,  was  made  to  you, 
-sir,  pz'omptly  and  unasked  for. 

I foei  the  more  regret,  sir,  at  the  course  taken 
by  your  government  in  this  affair,  because  I have 
been  necessarily  obliged  in  consequence  to  suspend 
carrying  into  execution  that  part  of  my  instructions 
by  which  I was  directed  immediately  on  my  arrival 
here  to  offer  such  further  reparauon  for  the  attack 
on  the  Ciiesaheake  frigate  as  would,  lam  convinc- 
ed, have  ]>roved  satisfactory.  I liad  the  honor  to 
state  lO  you,  in  our  first  interview,  that  I had  such 
instructions,  although  I omitted  to  mention  it  in 
my  note,  because,  as  you  may  remember,  I express- 
ed to  you  at  the  time,  it  seemed  to  me  the  American 
government  might  feel  morp  free  to  act  as  the  jus- 
tice of  the  case  required,  if  the  two  subjects  were 
ken  unconnected;  and  in  this  opinion  I dioughtyou 
appeared  to  epneur-  ' • 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  consi- 
deration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  AUGUSTUS  J.  f OSIER. 

The  hon.  James  Monroe^  Secretary  of  State. 

ME.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  M03TR0E. 

Fhiladelphiaj  Sept.  4.  1811. 

Sir— I have  now  by  an  express  messenger  from 
England  received  the  commands  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  prince  regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  relative  to  the  late  vio- 
lent aggression  committed  by  the  United  States 
frigate,  the  President,  on  his  majesty’s  ship  Little 
Belt,  and  I have  the  honor  of  commimicatmg  to 
you  the  enclosed  document.s,  which  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  my  government  to  be  laid  before 
that  of  the  United  States,  comprehending  a copy 
of  a letter  from  lord  James  T.ownshend,  command- 
ing officer  at  Halifax,  dated  May  30,  1811,  enclos- 
ing a statement  of  the  action  by  the  officers  of  the 
Little  Belt — ^the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  his 
majesty’s  navy  board  at  Halifax,  in  respect  to  the 
damage  done  the  Little  Belt;  a copy  of  rear  admi- 
ral Sawyer’s  lettei*,  enclosing  his  instructions  to 
captain  Bingham,  as  well  as  a list  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  the  sloop  of  war — and  finally  a 
copy  of  tlie  correspondence  on  the  subject  which 
took  place  between  the  marquis  Wellesley  and  Mr. 
Smith,  the  American  charge  d’affaires,  in  London; 
of  that  of  captain  Bingham’s  official  letter  you  are 
already  in  possession. 

In  communicating  to  you,  sir,  these  documents, 
I am  parcicularly  directed  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  instructions  of  admiral  S^wy^er,  which  furnish- 
es the  strongest  evidence  of  the  pacific  and  friendly 
intentions  of  his  majesty’s  government  towaids 
this  country.  The  veiy  pointed  manner  in  which 
the  commander  in  chief  on  the  Halifax  station  had 
enjoined  captain  Bingham  to  avoid  givin;c  offence 
to  the  government  or  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
in*  officers  statement,  even  if  there  were  not  such 
strong  evidence  as  appears  from  the  deposition  of 
the  different  officers  on  board  his  majesty’s  ship  as 
to  the  action  haying  been  comnienccd  by  captain 
Rodgers.' 

' His  majesty’s  government  were  entitled  to  ex- 
pect, as  I Tiave  already  had  the  honor  to  observe  to 
you,  sir,  in  my  fo  nier  letter,  that  tlie  American  go- 
vernment would  have  manifested  a prompt  disposi- 
tion to  obviate,  by  an  early  disavowal  and  by  just 
repai'atioh,  the  necessary  tendency  of  such  an  event 
to  disturb  the  friendship  subsisting  between  the 
two  states,  and  this  expectation  was  the  more  natu- 
ral from  the  example  afforded  by  bis  majesty’s  go- 
vernment in  the,  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

Such,  however,  not  haying  been  the  case,  I am 
commanded  by  his  royal  liighness  to  lose  no  time 
in  communic  iting  to  you  the  papers  enclosed,  which 
explain  in  the  fullest  manner  the  circumstances  of 
the  transaction  and  the  very  great  extent  of  the  out- 
rage committed,  by  which  so  many  valuable  lives 
M-ere  sacrificed,  and  in  demanding  the  immediate 
disavowal  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  the 
act  of  aggi-ession  committed  igainst  his  majesty’s 
ship;  as  also  in  requiring  a just  reparation  of  the 
injury  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  honorable  James  Monroe^  &c. 


* There  appears  to  be  an  error  in  the  printing  of 
this  pai’agraph  in  the  Intelligencer,  from  which  ihe 
documents  are  copied. 
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MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  Sept.  14,  1811. 

'Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yom  letter 
.of  the  4th  instant  respecting-  tlie encounter  between 
the  United  States*  frig-ate  the  President  and  his  Bri 
tannic  majesty’s  ship  Little  Belt,  which  1 have  laid 
before  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  interview  which  took  place  between 
"US,  after  your  arrival  at  Washington,  I stated  expli- 
citly that  no  instructions  had  l^en  given  to  take 
any  seamen  from  on  board  a British  ship  of  war, 
nor  any  order  whatever  of  a hostile  nature.  I made 
the  same  declaration  afterwards,  at  your  request,  in 
a more  formal  manner;  and  it  is  with  the  same 
frankness  that  I now  again  repeat  it. 

Such  a declaration  was  deemed  proper  in  order 
to  obviate  misappi*ehensions  which  might  obstruct 
any  conciliatory  and  satisfactory  propositions  with 
which  you  might  be  charged.  It  was  in  conformity 
also  with  the  candor  and  friendly  policy  which  have 
been  shown  by  this  goA'ernment  in  all  its  transac- 
tions with  Great  Britain. 

If  the  answer  to  your  former  letter  was  limited 
to  this  disavowal  of  hostile  intentions  on  the  part 
of  this  government,  it  need  scarcely  be  remarked, 
that  no  further  view  of  the  subject  could  then  nor 
as  yet  can  be  entered  into  on  the  demand  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  without  forgetting  an  essential 
preliminary  to  such  a demand. 

It  might  be  added  that  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  transaction,  as  officially  before  this  govern- 
ment, the  true  ground  on  which  it  claimed  atten- 
tion was  that  of  a violent  aggression  by  a British 
on  an  American  ship,  in  a situation  and  manner 
authorising  the  strongest  appeal  to  the  British 
government  for  redre.ss.  If  an  instant  representa- 
tion and  demand  to  that  effect  were  not  made,  it 
was  a proof  only  that  this  government  permitted 
the  event  of  the  encounter  to  temper  the  feelings 
and  retard  the  complaint,  prompted  by  the  origin 
and  character  of  it. 

It  is  not  seen  without  suiprise  that  the  case  of 
the  Chesapeake  is  cited  as  an  example  supporting 
a demand  of  reparation  in  the  present  case.  No 
other  remark  will  be  made  ^than  that  the  fifth  year 
is  now  elapsing  without  reparation  in  that  case,  al- 
though so  palpably  and  even  confessedly  due  to  llie 
rights  of  the  U.  States  and  the  honor  of  their  flag. 

In  the  instruction  to  captain  Bingham  thus  frank- 
ly communicated,  the  president  sees  a token  of  ami- 
ty and  conciliation,  which,  if  pursued  in  the  extent 
corresponding  with  that  in  which  these  sentiments 
are  entertained  by  the  United  States,  must  hasten 
a termination  of  every  controversy  which  has  so 
long  subsisted  between  the  two  countries. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROE. 

^itigustna  J.  Foster,  Esq.  ^c.  &c.  &c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  October  11,  1811. 

Sir — have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  a court  of  inquiry,  held  by 
order  of  the  president  on  the  conduct  of  commo- 
dore Rodgers,  in  the  late  encounter  between  a fri- 
gate of  the  United  States,  th^  President,  and  his 
Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt. 

Tl>e  result  of  this  inquiry,  which  was  conducted 
in  public,  in  a manner  the  most  fair  and  impartial, 
^nd  established  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all 
ffie  officers  of  the  American  ship,  and  of  others 
wh.om  it  was  proper  to  summon,  cannot,  it  is  pre- 
§unied,  leave  a doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  ono  tiiut 


captain  Bingham  made  the  attack  and  without  a 
justifiable  cause. 

Thac  commodore  Rodgers  pursued  a vessel  which 
had  at  first  pursued  him,  and  hailed  her  as  soon  as 
he  approached  within  a suitable  di.stance,  are  cir- 
cumstances which  can  be  of  no  avail  to  captain 
Bingham.  The  United  States  have  a right  to  know 
the  national  character  of  the  armed  ships  which 
hover  on  their  coast,  and  whether  tliey  vi.sit  it  with 
friendly  or  illicit  views.  It  is  a right  inseparable 
fi’om  the  sovereignty  of  every  independent  state, 
and  intimately  connected  with  their  tranquility  and 
peace.  All  nations  exercise  it,  and  none  with 
more  rigor,  or  at  a greater  distance  from  the  coast 
than  Great  Britain  herself,  nor  any,  on  more  jus- 
tifiable grounds,  than  the  United  States.  In  addi- 
tion  to  the  considerations  which  have  recommend- 
ed these  precautions  to  other  powers,  it  is  render- 
ed of  the  more  importance  to  tiie  United  States,  by 
the  practice  of  armed  vessels  from  the  West  Indies, 
investing  our  coast  for  unauthorised  and  even  pi- 
ratical purposes.  Instances  have  also  occurred,  in 
which  the  commanders  of  British  ships  of  wai*,  af- 
ter impressing  seamen  from  American  vessels,  have 
concealed  their  names,  and  the  names  of  their 
ships,  whereby  an  application  to  their  government 
for  the  reparation  due  for  such  outrages,  with  the 
requisite  certainty,  is  rendered  impracticable.  For 
these  reasons  the  conduct  of  commodore  Rodgers, 
in  approaching  the  Little  Belt  to  make  the  necessa- 
ry inquiries,  and  exchange  a friendly  salute,  was 
strictly  correct. 

The  president,  therefore,  can  regard  the  act  of 
captain  Bingham  no  otherwise  than  as  a liostile  ag- 
gression on  the  flag  of  the  U States,  and  he  is  per- 
suaded that  his  Britannic  majesty,  viewing  it  in  the 
same  light,  tvill  bestow  on  it  the  attention  which  it 
merits.  With  great  respect,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Augustus  J.  Foster,  Esq.  &c.  Csfc.  ^c. 

MR.  FOSTF.R  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  October  26,  1811. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  llih  instant,  inclosing  a copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a court  of  inquiry  held  by  order  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  on  the  conduct  of 
com.  Rodgers  in  the  late  encounter  between  a fri- 
gate of  the  United  States,  the  President,  i.nd  his 
majesty’s,  ship  the  Little  Belt,  fixing  on  capt.  Bing- 
ham the  charge  of  having  commenced  tlie  engage- 
ment, and  claiming  in  consequetice  the  attention  of 
his  majesty’s  government  towards  it,  as  to  an  act 
of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  British  officer. 

I may  be  permitted  to  remind  you,  sir,  that  after 
I h id  ascertained  from  you  that  no  hostile  intentions 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  U.  States  were 
connected  w ith  tlie  proceeding  of  captain  Rodgers, 
all  I asked  in  the  first  instance  was,  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  would  be  pleased  to  order 
an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  wdiicli  h.ad  tended  so 
seriously  to  interrupt  the  harmony  subsisting  be- 
tween our  two  countries;  and  w'hich  having  hitlier- 
to  received  no  palliation  wliatever  Irom  any  evidence 
in  contradiction  of  captain  Bingham’s  statement,  as 
officially  transmitted  to  his  majesty’s  government, 
must  have  continued  to  them  to  be  utterly  incapa- 
ble of  receiving  any. 

The  document  you  have  now  done  me  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  me,  wilh  a copy  annexed  of 
captain  Rodgers’  lettei-,  (tbr  the  first  time  officially 
before  me)  *s  however  so  far  satisfactory  as  it  shows 
that  captain  Rodgers  has  endeavored  to  exculpate 
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himself,  exhibiting*  the  ground  on  which  he  rests 
his  defence,  and  I shall  without  delay  transmit  it  to 
be  laid  before  his  royal  hig-hness  the  prince  regent. 
It  certainly  proves  a most  unaccountable  difference 
to  exist  between  the  statement  of  the  commander 
and  officers  of  the  Little  Belt  and  those  of  the  Pre- 
sident, as  to  the  firing  of  the  first  gun;  but  I must 
remark  that  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  seve- 
ral of  the  officers  of  the  United  States*  ship,  as  to 
the  oiviers  given  by  captain  Rodgers  on  nearing  the 


MB.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FO.STEH. 

Department  of  State,  Jidy  6,  1811, 
Sir — have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  2d  inst.  in  which  you  express  the  regret  ot 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  at  the  depar- 
ture of  the  American  minister  from  Great  Britain, 
and  State  that  it  was  one  of  the  first  acts  of  his  go- 
vernment to  appoint  an  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  tlie  government  of  the 


Little  Belt,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  iinpres- ‘ States,  with  a view  of  maintaining  the  sub- 

5ion  on  his  mind  that  an  encounter  was  to  ensue,  friendship  between  the  two 

and  as  the  Little  Belt  was  evidently  endeavoring  to  countries,  and  that  he  was  solicitous  to  facilitate  ^ 
avoid  him,  such  an  idea  it  would  seem,  could  only  discussion  with  the  government  of  the 

have  arisen  from  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  f ! ed  States  upon  every  point  of  difference 
own  proceedings  as  being  likely  to  bring  it  on.  ^ ^ arisen  between  the  two  governments. 

I take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ^ ^tn  instructed  by  the  president  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  dated  September  14,  in  answer  to  mine  foyou.  the  gi’eat  satisfaction,  which  he  has  derived 
of  the  2d,  a copy  of  which  I immediately  forward-  ffomthe  communication  which  you  have  made  of 
ed  to  my  government.  fbe  disposition  of  his  royal  highness,  the  prince 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conside-  regent,  to  cultivate  friendship  with  the  United 
ration  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  States,  and  to  assure  you  that  the  prompt  and  friend- 
servant,  AUG.  ,T.  FOSTER.  , measure  which  he  adopted,  by  the  appointment 

To  the  honorable  James  Monroe,  &c.  &c.  &c.  i envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 

• tiary  to  this  country,  to  maintain  the  relations  of 
[The  above  concludes  the  correspondence  be-  f™ndship  and  facilitate  an  amicable  discussion  on 
tween  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr,  Foster,  and  embraces  of  difference  that  had  arisen  between 

the  whole  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  fol-  g°';ernments,  is  considered  as  a favorable 

lowing  nates,  which  appear  to  have  been  introduc.  “<1  ■"‘eresting  proof  of  Uiat  disposition, 
toryto  the  opening  of  the  written  intercourse  between  I am  also  instructed  by  the  president  to  state  his 
the  secretary  of  state  and  the  British  minister.]  ready  disposition  to  meet  in  a similar  spirit  these 
FitoM  MS.  rosTeu  TO  MU.  MONBor:.  | frank  and  friendly  assuTances  of 

Wmhmgum,  July  2d,  1811.  ' T 

Sis-I  have  the  honor  to  i^form  you  that  1 have  with  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  that 

received  the  special  commands  ofhis  royal  highness  necessary  to  promote  the  re-establishment, 

the  prince  regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  fhe  be-  ““  =-«Pects,  of  that  good  understanding  between 
half  of  his  majesty,  tomake  an  early  communication  ^ finch  he  considers  to  be  highly 

to  you  of  the  sentiments  which  his  royal  highness; 

was  pleased  on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  to  express  toi  Permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  if,  Ss  the  organ  of  my 
Mr.  Pinkney,  upon  the  occasion  ofhis  audience  of,  I can  be,  in  any  degree,  instrumental 

leave.  j m concert  with  you,  in  promoting  such  a result,  I 

His  royal  highness  signified  to  Mr.  Pinkney  the!  shall  derive  from  it  a very  great  and  sincere  satis- 


deep  regret  with  which  he  learnt  that  Mr.  Pinkney 
conceived  himself  to  be  bound  by  the  instructions 
of  his  government  to  take  his  departure  from 
England. 

His  royal  highness  informed  Mr.  Pinkney,  that 
one  of  the  earliest  acts  of  his  government,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  was  to  ap- 
point an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  government  of  the  United  States; 
and  added  that  this  appointment  had  been  made  in 
the  spirit  of  amity,  and  with  a view  of  maintaining 
the  subsisting  relations  of  friendship  betw’een  the 
two  countries. 

Ills  royal  highness  further  declared  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney that  he  was  most  sincerely  and  anxiously  desir- 
ous on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  to  cultivate  a good 
understanding  with  the  United  States  by  every 
means  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  mari- 
time rights  and  interests  of  the  British  empire. 

His  royal  highness  particularly  desired  that  Mr. 
Pinkney  would  communicate  these  declarations  to 
the  United  States  in  the  manner  which  might  ap- 
pear best  calculated  to  satisfy  the  president  of  his 
royal  highness’  solicitude  to  facilitate  an  amicable 
discussion  with  the  government  of  the  United  States 
upon  ever}'  point  of  difference  which  had  arisen 
between  the  two  governments. 


and  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant.  ’ AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  honorable  James  Monroe,  &c,  &c. 


faction. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

[Signed]  JAMES  MONROE. 


MR.  FOSTER  TO  MB.  MOKROE.  ' 

Washington,  July  7,  1811. 

Sir — beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  dated  yesterday,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  2d  inst.  and  to  assure  you  that  it  gives  me  very 
sincere  pleasure  to  have  to  transmit  for  the  purpose 
of  being  laid  before  his  royal  highness  the  prince  re- 
gent, acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
majesty,  so  satisfactory  a testimony  of  the  amicable 
manner  in  which  the  president  of  the  United  States 
has  received  the  instances  and  assurances  of  a friend- 
ly disposition  on  the  part  of  his  royal  highness,  to- 
wards the  United  States,  which,  by  command  of  liis 
royal  highness,  I had  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
the  president,  through  yoti. 

I'he  assurances  which  you  have  added,  sir,  oftlie 
gratification  that  you  would  yourself  derive  if,  as  the 
organ  of  your  government,  you  could  be  instru- 
mental tov/ards  re-establishing  a good  undei-stand- 
ing  between  both  our  countries,  are  too  congenial 
with  my  own  feelings  on  the  subject,  not  to  be  re-, 
ceived  with  very  high  satisfaction. 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  _ I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  cons  '■de- 


ration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
serv-ant, 

AUG.  J.  FO.STEl^. 
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X^t'terg  of  J\fr.  Pinkneyy  our  late  mmiater  to  Great 

Bntairiy  to  the  secretary  of  state^  and  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sel, our  late  charge  d'affaires  in  France  to  Mr. 

Pinkney. 

MR.  PIITKNET  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

London,  January  17,  1811. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  receive  on  tlie  6th  inst. 
^vhile  I was  confined  by  a severe  illness,  your  let- 
ters  of  the  15  .h  of  November,  and  as  soon  as  I was 
able,  prepared  a note  to  lord  Wellesley  in  confor- 
mity with  it. 

On  the  3d  instant,  I had  received  a letter  from 
lord  Wellesley,  bearing  date  on  tlie  29th  ultimo,  on 
the  subjects  of  the  orders  in  council  and  the  Bri- 
tish blockades,  to  which  I was  anxious  to  reply,  at 
the  same  time  that  I obeyed  the  orders  of  the 
president  signified  in  your  letter  abovementioned. 
I prepared  an  answer  accordingly,  and  sent  it  in 
with  the  other  note,  and  a note  on  the  15th  respect- 
ing two  American  schooners  lately  captured  on 
their  way  to  Bordeaux,  for  a breach  of  the  orders  in 
council.  Copies  of  all  these  papers  are  enclosed. 

My  answer  to  lord  Wellesley’s  letter  was  written 
under  the  pressure  of  indisposition  and  the  influ- 
ence of  more  indignation  than  could  well  be  sup- 
pressed. His  letter  proves,  what  scarcely  required 
proof,  that  if  the  present  government  continues, 
we  cannot  be  friends  with  England.  I need  not 
analyse  it  to  you. 

I am  still  so  weak  as  to  find  it  convenient  to  make 
this  letter  a short  one,  and  will  therefore  only  add, 
that  I have  derived  great  satisfaction  from  your  in- 
structions of  the  15th  of  November,  and  have  de- 
termined to  return  to  the  United  States  in  the 
Essex.  She  will  go  to  L’Orient  for  Mr.  Grayson, 
and  then  come  to  Cowes  for  me  and  my  family.  I 
calculate  on  sailing  about  the  last  of  February. 
The  choice  of  a charge  d'affaires  embarrasses  me 
exceedingly,  but  I will  do  the  best  I can.  The 
despatches  by  the  Essex,  were  delivered  to  me  by 
lieutenant  Rodgers  on  Sund^iy.  I have  the  honor 
to  be.  &c.  WM.  PINKNEY. 

Robert  Smith,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 

EORD  WELLESLEY  TO  MR.  PIXKXET. 

Foreign  Office,  December  29,  1810. 

Sir — In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  10th  instant,  I must  express  my  regret  that 
you  should  have  tliought  it  necessary  to  introduce 
into  that  letter  any  topics  which  might  tend  to  in- 
terrupt the  conciliatory  spirit  in  which  it  is  the 
sincere  disposition  of  his  majest^r’s  government  to 
conduct  every  negociation  with  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

From  an  anxious  desire  to  avoid  all  discussion  of 
that  tendency,  I shall  proceed  without  any'  further 
observation  to  communicate  to  you  the  view  which 
his  majesty’s  goveniment  has  taken  of  the  principal 
.question,  which  formed  the  object  of  my  enquiry 
during  our  conference  of  the  5th  instant.  Tlie  let- 
ter of  the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs  to  the 
American  minister  at  Paris,  of  the  7th  August,1810, 
did  not  appear  to  his  m ijcvty’s  government  to  con- 
tain such  a notification  of  the  repeal  of  the  Frencli 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  as  could  justify  his 
majesty’s  government  in  repealing  the  British  or- 
ders in  council.  That  letter  states,  ‘‘That  the 
“decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  tliat 
"“from  the  first  of  November,  1810,  they’  will  cease 
“to  be  in  force,  it  being  understood  that  m co2?se- 
*'qnence  of  this  declaration  the  English  shall  revoke 
“their  orders  in  council  and  renounce  the  new 
“prihciples  of  blockade,  which  tliey  have  attempt- 
“ed  to  establish.” 


The  purport  of  this  declaration  appeared  to  be 
that  tlie  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
would  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  November,  provid- 
ed that  Great  Britain  antecedently  to  that  day, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  </ec/ctrad'o?i,.  should  re- 
voke the  orders  in  council,  and  should  renounce 
those  principles  of  blockade  which  the  French  go- 
vernment alledged  to*be  new.  A separate  condition 
relating  to  America  seemed  also  to  be  contained  in 
this  declaration,  by  which  America  might  under- 
stand that  tlie  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  would 
be  actually  repealed  on  the  1st  of  November-,  1810, 
provided  that  America  should  resent  any  refusal  of 
the  British  government  to  renounce  the  new  princi- 
ples of  blockade  and  to  revoke  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil. 

By  your  explanation  it  appears  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  understands  the  letter  of  the  French 
minister  as  announcing  an  absolute  repeal  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1810,  of  the  French  decrees  of- 
Berlin  and  Milan,  which  repeal,  however,  is  not  to 
continue  in  force,  unless  the  British  government 
within  a reasonable  time  after  tlie  1st  of  November, 
1810,  shall  fulfil  the  two  conditions  stated  distinctly 
in  the  letter  of  the  French  minister.  Under  this 
explanation,  if  nothing  more  had  been  required 
from  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
continuance  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees 
than  the  repeal  of  our  orders  in  council,  I sliould 
not  have  hesitated  to  declare  the  perfect  readiness  of 
this  government  to  fulfil  that  condition.  On  these 
terms  the  British  government  has  always  been  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  repeal  the  orders  in  council.  It 
appears,  however,  not  only  by  the  letter  of  the 
Frencli  minister  but  by  your  explanation,  that  the 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  will  not  satisfy  either 
the  French  or'  the  American  government.  The 
British  government  is  further  required  by  the  letter 
of  the  French  minister  to  renounce  those  princi- 
ples of  blockade  which  the  French  government  al- 
ledges  to  be  new.  A reference  to  the  terms  of  the 
Berlin  decree  will  serve  to  explain  the  extent  of  this 
requisition.  The  Berlin  decree  states  that  Great 
Britain  “extends  the  right  of  blockade  to  com- 
mercial unfortified  towns,  and  to  ports,  harbors 
and  mouths  of  rivers,  which  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  ail  civilized  nations  is  only 
applicable  to  fortified  places.”  On  the  part  of  the 
American  government,  I understand  you  to  require 
that  Great  Britain  should  revoke  her  order  of  bloc- 
kade of  May",  1806.  Combining  y^our  requisition 
with  that  of  the  French  minister,  I must  conclude 
that  America,  demands  the  revocation  of  that  order 
of  blockade  as  a practical  instance  of  our  renuncia- 
tion of  those  principles  of  blockade  which  are  con- 
I demned  by  the  French  government.  Those  prin- 
ciples of  blockade  Great  Britain  has  asserted  to  be 
ancient  and  establislied  by^  the  laws  of  maritime 
war,  acknowledged  by  ail  civilized  nations,  and  on 
which  depend  the  most  valuable  rights  ajid  interests 
of  tins  nation.  If  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
are  to  be  considered  as  still  in  force,  unless  Great 
Britain  shall  renounce  these  established  founda- 
tions of  her  maritime  rights  and  interests,  tlie  pe- 
i'iod  of  time  is  not  yet  arrived,  wlien  the  repeal  of 
her  orders  in  council  can  be  claimed  from  her,  ei- 
tiier  with  reference  to  the  promise  of  this  govern- 
ment,or  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  the  nation. — 

I trust  that  the  justice  of  the  American  govern- 
ment will  not  consider,  that  I'rance  by  the  repeal 
of  her  obnoxious  decrees  under  such  a condition, 
has  placed  the  question  in  that  state  which  can 
warrant  America  in  enforcing  the  non-intercourse 
a.ct  against  Great  Britain  and  not  ug'ainst  France. 
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In  reviewing  the  actual  state  of  this  question  Ame- 
rica cannot  fail  to  observe  the  situation  in  which  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  has  been  placed  by 
many  recent  acts  of  the  French  government. — 
Nor  can  America  reasonably  expect  that  the  system, 
of  violence  and  injustice  now  pursued  by  France 
with  unremitted  activity,  (while  it  serves  to  illus- 
trate the  true  spirit  of  her  intentions)  should  not 
require  some  precautions  of  defence  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

Having  thus  stated  my  view  of  the  several  consi- 
derations arising  from  the  letter  of  the  French 
minister,  and  from  that  with  which  you  have  honor- 
ed me,  it  remains  only  to  express  my  solicitude, 
that  you  should  correct  any  interpretation  of  either 
which  you  may  deem  erroneous.  If  either  by  the 
terms  of  the  original  decree  to  which  the^  French 
minister’s  letter  refers,  or  by  any  other  authentic 
document  you  can  prove,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  are  absolutely  repealed,  and  that  no  fur- 
ther condition  is  required  of  Great  Britain  than  the 
repeal  of  her  orders  in  council,  I shall  receive  any 
such  information  with  most  sincere  satisfaction, 
desiring  you  to  understand  that  the  British  govern- 
ment retains  an  anxious  solicitude  to  revoke  the  or- 
ders in  couneil,  as  soon  as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
ci'ees  shall  be  effectually  repealed  without  condi- 
tions injurious  to  the  maratime  rights  and  honor  of 
the  united  kingdom. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect 
and  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 

(Signed)  WELLESLEY. 

MR.  PINKNEY  TO  LORD  WELLESLEY. 

Great  Cumberland  Place y Jan.  1811. 

My  lord, — I have  received  the  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  29th  of  last 
month,  and  will  not  fail  to  transmit  a copy  of  it  to 
my  government.  In  the  mean  time,  I take  the  li- 
berty to  trouble  you  with  the  following  reply, 
which  a severe  indisposition  has  prevented  me  from 
preparing  sooner. 

The  first  paragraph  seems  to  make  it  proper  for 
me  to  begin  by  saying,  that  the  topics  introduced 
into  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  Dec.  were  intimately 
connected  with  its  principal  subject,  and  fairly 
used  to  illustrate  and  explain  it;  and  consequently 
that,  if  they  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  be  accept- 
able to  your  lordship,  the  fault  was  not  mine. 

It  was  scarcely  possible  to  speak,  with  more  mo- 
deration, than  my  paper  exhibits,  of  that  portion  of 
a long  list  of  invasions  of  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  which  it  necessarily  reviewed,  and  of  the 
apparent  reluctance  of  the  British  government  to 
forbear  those  invasions  in  future.  I do  not  know 
that  I could  more  carefully  have  abstained  from 
whatever  might  tend  to  disturb  the  spirit  which 
your  lordship  ascribes  to  his  majisty’s  government, 
if,  instead  of  being  utterly  barren  and  improduc- 
tive,  it  had  occasionally  been  visible  in  some  prac- 
tical result,  in  some  concession  either  to  friendship 
or  to  justice.  It  would  not  have  been  very  surpris- 
ing, nor  very  culpable,  perhaps,  if  I had  wholly  for- 
gotten to  addi-ess  myself  to  a spirit  of  conciliation, 
which  had  met  the  most  equitable  claims  with 
steady  and  unceasing  repulsion;  which  had  yield- 
ed nothing  that  could  be  denied;  and  had  answer- 
ed complaints  of  injury  by  multiplying  their  causes. 
With  this  forgetfulness  however  I am  not  chargeable; 
for,  against  all  the  discouragements  sugge.«.ted  by 
the  past,  I h:  ve  acted  still  upon  a presumption,  that 
the  disposition  to  conciliate,  so  often  professed, 
w ould  finally  be  proved  b}'^  some  better  evidence 


than  a perseverance  in  oppressive  novelties,  aff 
obviously  incompatible  with  such  a disposition  rnt 
those  who  enforce  tliem,  as  in  those  whose  patience 
they  continue  to  exercise. 

Upon  the  commencement  of  the  second  para- 
graph I must  observe,  that  the  forbearance,  which 
it  announces,  might  have  afforded  some  satisfac- 
tion, if  it  had  been  followed  by  such  admission.s  as 
my  government  is  entitled  to  expect,  instead  of  a 
furth  er  manifestation  of  that  disregard  of  its  de- 
mands by  which  it  has  so  long  been  wearied.  It  has 
never  been  my  practice  to  seek  discussions  of  which 
the  tendency  is  merely  to  irritate;  but  I beg  your 
lordship  to  be  assured  that  I feel  no  desire  to  avoid 
them,  whatever  may  be  their  tendency,  when  the 
rights  of  my  country  require  to  be  vindicated 
against  pretensions  that  deny  and  conduct  that 
infringes  them. 

If  I comprehend  the  other  parts  of  your  lordshlp?s 
letter  they  declare  in  effect  that  tlie  British  govem- 
ment  will  repeal  nothing  but  the  orders  in  councily 
and  that  it  cannot  at  present  repeal  even  them,  be- 
cause, in  the  first  place,  the  French  government 
has  required,  in  the  letter  of  the  duke  of  Cadore  to 
General  Armstrong  of  tlie  5th  of  August,  not  only 
that  Great  Britain  shall  revoke  those  orders,  but 
that  she  shall  renounce  certain  principles  of  block- 
ade (supposed  to  be  explained  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Berlin  decree)  which  France  alledges  to  be  newj 
and,  in  the  second  place,  because  the  American 
government  has  (as  you  conclude)  demanded  the 
revocation  of  the  British  order  of  blockade  of  May 
1806,  as  a practical  instance  of  that  samerenuncia- 
don,  or,  in  other  words,  has  made  itself  a party, 
not  openly  indeed  but  indirectly  and  Covertly,  to 
the  entire  requisition  of  France,  as  you  understand 
that  requisition* 

It  is  certainly  ti*ue  that  the  American  government 
has  required,  as  indispensable  in  the  view  of  its  acts 
of  intercourse  and  non-intercourse,  the  annulment 
of  the  British  blockade  of  May  1806,  and  further 
that  it  has  through  me  declared  its  confident  expec- 
tation that  other  blockades  of  a similar  character 
(including  that  of  the  Island  of  Zealand)  will  be 
discontinued.  But  by  what  process  of  reasoning 
your  lordship  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  intended  by  this 
requisition,  to  become  the  champion  of  the  edict  of 
Berlin,  to  fashion  its  principles  by  those  of  France, 
while  it  affected  to  adhere  to  its  own,  and  to  act 
upon  some  partnership  in  doctrines,  which  it  would 
fain  induce  you  to  acknowlege  but  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  itself  to  avow,  I am  not  able  to  conjec- 
ture. The  frank  and  honorable  character  of  the 
American  government  justifies  me  in  saying  that, 
if  it  had  meant  to  demand  of  Great  Britain  an  ab- 
juration of  all  such  principles  as  the  French  govern- 
ment may  think  fit  to  di.sapprove,  it  would  not 
have  put  your  lordship  to  the  trouble  of  discover- 
ing that  meaning  by  the  aid  of  combinations  and 
inferences  discountenanced  by  the  language  of  its 
miidster,  but  would  have  told  you  so  in  explicit 
terms.  ^Vhat  I have  to  request  of  your  lordsl^ip, 
therefore,  is,  that  you  will  take  our  tuews  and  prin- 
ipipks  from  our  own  mouths,  and  that  neither  the 
Bcidin  decree,  nor  any  otlier  act  of  any  foreign 
state,  may  be  made  to  speak  for  us  what  we  have 
not  spoken  for  ourselves. 

The  principles  of  blockade  which  the  American^ 
government  professes,  anci  upon  the  foundation  of 
which  it  has  repeatedly  protested  against  the  order 
of  May  1806,  and  tlie  other  kindred  innovations  of 
these  * extraordinary  times,  liave  already  been  so 
clearly  explained  to  ycur  lordship,  in  iny  letter  of 
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the  21st  of  September,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
read  that  letter  and  misunderstand  them.  Recom- 
mended by  the  plainest  considerations  of  universal 
equity,  you  will  find  them  supported  by  a strength 
of  argument,  and  a weight  of  authority,  of  which 
they  scarcely  stand  in  need,  in  the  papers,  wmch 
will  accompany  this  letter,  or  were  transmitted  in 
that  of  September.  I will  not  recapitulate  wbat  I 
cannot  improve;  but  I must  avail  myself  ot  this 
opportunity  to  call  your  lordship’s  attention  a 
second  time,  in  a particular  manner,  to  one  of  the 
papers  to  which  my  letter  of  September  refers.  I 
allude  to  the  copy  of  an  ofiicial  note,  of  the  12th  of 
April  1804,  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Mr.  Madison,  re- 
specting a pretended  blockade  of  Martinique  and 
Guadaloupe.  No  comment  can  add  to  the  value  of 
that  manly  and  perspicuous  exposition  of  tlie  law 
of  blockade,  as  m.ide  by  England  herself,  in  main- 
tenance of  rules,  which  have  been  respected  and  up- 
held, in  all  seasons  and  on  all  occasions,  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States.  I will  leave  it, 
therefore,  to  your  lordship’s  consideration,  witli 
only  this  remark,  that,  while  that  paper  exists,  it 
will  he  superfluous  to  seek  in  any  French  document 
for  the  opinions  of  the  American  government  on 
the  matter  of  it. 

The  steady  fidelity  of  the  government  of  tlie 
United  States  to  its  opinions  on  that  interesting 
subject  is  known  to  everj^  body.  The  same  princi- 
ples, which  are  found  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Madison 
to  Thornton  of  the  27th  of  October  1803,  al- 
ready before  you,  were  asserted  in  1799,  by  the  A- 
merican  minis  jpr  at  tliis  court,  in  bis  correspondence 
with  lord  Grenville,  respecting  the  blockade  of  some 
of  the  ports  of  Holland;  were  sanctioned,  in  a letter 
of  the  20th  of  September  1800,  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  to  Mr.  King,  of  which 
an  extract  is  enclosed;  were  insisted  upon  in  re- 
peated instructions  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the  special 
mission  of  1806;  have  been  maintained  by  the 
United  States  against  others,  as  well  as  against 
Engltvid,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  in- 
•stnetions,  dated  the  21st  of  October  1801,  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Madison  to  Mr.  Charles  Pinkney, 
then  American  minister  at  Madrid;  and  finally 
were  adhered  to  by  the  United  States  wheji  bellige- 
rent, in  the  case  of  the  blockade  of  Tripoli. 

A few  words  will  give  a summary  of  those  prin- 
ciples; and  when  recalled  to  your  remembrance,  I 
am  not  without  hopes  that  the  strong  grounds  of 
law  and  right  on  which  they  stand,  will  be  as  ap- 
parent to  your  lordship  as  they  are  to  me. 

It  is  by  no  means  clear  that  it  may  not  fairly  be 
contended,  on  principle  and  early  usage,  that  a 
maritime  block.adc  is  incomplete  with  regard  to 
states  at  peace,  unless  the  place  which  it  would  af- 
fect is  invested  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea.  Tlie  Uni- 
ted States,  liowever,  have  called  for  the  recognition 
of  no  such  rule.  They  appear  to  have  contented 
themselves  with  urging  in  svibstance,  that  ports  not 
actually  blockaded  by  a present,  adequate,  station- 
ary force,  emjiloyed  by  a power  which  attacks  them 
sb.all  not  be  considered  as  shut  to  neutral  trade  in 
articles  not  contraband  of  war;  that,  though  it  is 
\isual  for  a belligerent  to  give  notice  to  neutral  na- 
tions when  he  intends  to  institute  a blockade,  it  is 
possible  that  he  may  npt  act  upon  his  intention  at 
all,  or  that  he  may  execute  it  insufficiently,  or  that 
he  may  discontinue  his  blockade,  of  which  it  is  not 
customary  to  give  any  notice;  that  consequently, 
the  presence  of  the  blockading  force  is  the  natural 
criterion  by  which  the  neutral  is  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain the  existence  of  the  blockade  at  any  given  pe- 
riod, in  like  manner  a.s  the  acty^il  investment  of  a 


besieged  place  is  the  evidence  by  which  we  decide 
whether  the  siege  which  may  be  commenced,  rais- 
ed, recommenced  and  raised  again,  is  continued  or 
not;  that  of  course  a mere  notification  to  a neutral 
minister  shall  not  be  relied  upon,  as  affecting,  with 
knowledge  of  the  actual  existence  of  a blockade, 
either  his  government  or  its  citizens,  that  a vessel,, 
cleared  or  bound  to  a blockaded  port,  shall  not  be 
considered  as  violating  in  any  manner  the  blockade,- 
unless  on  her  approach  towards  such  port  she  shall 
have  been  previously  warned  not  to  enter  it; 
tliatthis  view  of  the  law,  in  itself  perfectly  cor- 
rect, is  peculiarly  important  to  nations  situated 
at  a great  distance  fi-om  the  belligerent  parties, 
and  therefore  incapable  of  obtaining  otlier  than 
tardy  information  of  the  actual  state  of  their  ports; 
that  whole  coasts  and  countries  shall  not  be  de- 
clared (for  thev  can  never  be  more  than  declared ) to 
be  in  a state  of  blockade,  and  thus  the  right  of  block- 
ade be  converted  into  the  means  of  extinguishing 
the  trade  of  neutral  nations;  and  lastly,  that  eveiy 
blockade  should  be  impartial  in  its  operation,  or  in 
other  words,  shall  not  open  and  shut  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  party  that  institutes  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  repel  the  commerce  of  the  rest  of  the 
world,  so  as  to  become  the  odious  instrument  of  an 
unjust  monopoly,  instead  of  a measure  of  honorable 
war. 

These  principles  are  too  moderate  and  just  to 
furnish  any  motive  to  the  British  government  for 
he.citating  to  revoke  its  order.s  in  council  and  those 
analogous  orders  of  blockade  which  tlie  United 
States  expect  to  be  recalled.  It  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  Great  Britain  will  ultimately  accede  to 
them  in  their  fullest  extent;  but  if  that  be  a san- 
guine calculation,  (as  I trust  it  is  not)  it  is  still  in- 
controvertible, that  a disinclination  at  this  moment 
to  acknowledge  them,  can  suggest  no  rational  in- 
ducement for  deebning  to  repeal,  at  once,  what  eve- 
ry principle  disowns,  and  what  must  be  repealed  at 
last. 

With  regard  to  the  rules  of  blockade  which  the. 
French  government  expect.s  you  to  abandon,  I do 
not  take  upon  me  to  decide  whether  they  are  such 
as  your  lordship  supposes  them  to  be  or  not.  Your 
view  of  thjem  may  be  correct;  but  it  may  also  be 
erroneous;  and  it  is  wholly  immaterial  to  the  case 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  whe- 
ther it  be  the  one  or  the  other. 

As  to  such  British  blockades  as  the  United  States 
desire  you  to  relinquish,  you  will  not,  I am  sure, 
alledge,  that  it  is  any  reason  for  adhering  to  them 
that  France  expects  you  to  relinquish  others.  If 
our  demands  are  suited  to  the  mea.sure  of  our  owa 
nglits,  and  of  your  obligations  as  they  respect  those 
rights,  you  cannot  think  of  founding  a rejection  of 
them  upon  any  imputed  exorbit.ance  in  the  theories 
of  French  government,  for  which  we  are  not  respon- 
sible, and  with  which  we  have  no  concern.  If, 
when  you  have  done  justice  to  the  United  St  ate.s, 
your  enemy  should  call  upon  you  to  go  farther, 
what  shall  prevent  you  from  refusing?  Your  free 
agency  will  in  no  respect  have  been  impaired.  Your 
case  will  be  better,  in  truth,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
mankind,  and  you  will  be  therefore,  stronger  in 
maintaining  it;  provided  that,  in  doing  so  you  re- 
sort only  to  legitimate  means  and  do  not  once 
more  forget  the  rights  of  others  while  you  seek  to 
vindicate  your  own.  Whether  France  will  be  sa- 
tisfied with  what  you  may  do,  i.s  not  to  be  known 
by  anticipation,  and  ought  not  to  be  a subject 
enquiry.  So  vague  a speculation  has  nothing  to  do 
with  your  duties  to  nations  at  peace;  and,  if  it  had^ 
wo>;ld'ar.ni ■dilate  them.  It  cannot  serve  your  intc: 
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rests;  for  it  tends  to  lessen  the  number  of  your 
friends,  without  adding'  to  your  security  against 
your  enemies.  You  are  required,  therefore,  to  do 
right  and  to  leave  the  consequences  to  the  future, 
when  by  doing  right  you  have  every  thing  to  gain 
and  nothing  to  lose. 

As  to  the  orders  in  council,  which  professed  to 
be  a reluctant  departure  from  all  ordinary  miles, 
and  to  be  justified  only  as  a system  of  retaliation, 
for  a pre-existing  measure  of  France,  their  founda- 
tion (such  as  it  was)  is  gone  the  moment  that  mea- 
sure is  no  longer  in  operation.  But  the  Berlin  de- 
cree is  repealed;  and  even  the  JSlilan  dcci-ee,  the 
successor  of  your  orders  in  council,  is  repealed  also. 
Why  is  it,  then,  that  your  orders  have  out-lived 
those  edicts,  and  that  they  are  still  to  oppress  and 
harrass  as  before.?  Your  lordship  answers  this  ques- 
tion explicitly  enough,  but  not  satisfactorily.  You 
do  not  alledge  that  the  French  decrees  are  not  re- 
pealed; but  you  imagine  that  the  repeal  is  not  to 
remain  in  force,  unless  the  British  government 
sltall,  in  addition  to  the  revocation  of  its  orders  in 
council,  abandon  its  system  of  blockade.  I am 
not  conscious  of  having  stated,  as  5mur  lordship 
neems  to  think,  that  this  is  so;  and  I believe  in  fact 
that  it  is  otherwise.  Even  if  it  were  admitted, 
however,  the  orders  in  council  ought  neverth.eless 
to  be  revoked.  Can  “the  safety  and  honor  of  the 
British  nation”  demand  that  these  orders  shall  con- 
tinue to  outrage  the  public  law  of  the  world  and 
sport  with  the  undisputed  rights  of  neutral  com- 
merce, after  the  pretext  which  was  at  first  invented 
for  them  is  gone.?  But  you  are  menaced  with  a re- 
vival of  the  French  system,  and  consequently  may 
again  be  furnished  with  the  same  pretext!  Be  it  so; 
yet  still,  as  the  sy.stem  and  the  pretext  are  ot  pre- 
sent, at  the  end,  so  of  course  should  be  your  orders. 

According  to  your  mode  of  reasoning,  the  situa- 
tion of  neutral  trade  is  hopeless  indeed.  Whether 
the  Berlin  decree  exists  or  not,  it  is  equally  to  jus- 
tify your  orders  in  council.  You  issued  them  be- 
fore it  was  any  tiling  but  a shadow,  and,  by  doing 
go,  gave  to  it  all  the  substance  it  could  ever  claim. 
It  is  at  tlfis  moment  notliing.  It  is  revoked,  and 
has  passed  away,  according'  to  your  own  admission. 
You  choose,  however,  to  look  for  its  re -appearance, 
and  you  make  your  own  expectation  equivalent  to 
the  decree  itself.  Compelled  to  concede  that  there 
is  no  anti-neutral  French  edict  in  operation  upon 
the  ocean,  you  think  it  sufficient  to  say  that  there 
-,vUl  be  such  an  edict  you  know  not  when,  and  in  the 
mean  time  you  do  ail  you  can  to  verify  your  own 
prediction,  by  giving  to  your  enemy  all  the  provo- 
cation in  your  power  to  resume  the  decrees  which 
he  has  abandoned. 

For  my  part,  my  lord,  I know  not  what  it  is  that 
the  British  government  requires,  with  a view  to 
what  it  calls  its  safety  and  its  honor,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  rescind  its  orders  in  council.  It  does  not, 
i presume,  imagine  that  such  a system  will  be  suf- 
i'ered  to  ripen  into  law.  It  must  intend  to  relin- 
quish it  sooner  or  later,  as  one  of  those  violent 
experiments  for  which  time  can  do  nothing,  and  to 
which  submission  will  be  hoped  in  vain.  Yet,  even 
after  the  professed  foundation  of  this  mischievous 
system  is  taken  away,  another  and  another  is  in- 
dustriously  procured  for  it;  so  that  no  rrtan  can 
tell  at  what  time,  or  under  what  circumstances,  it 
is  likely  to  have  an  end.  When  realities  cannot  be 
found,  possibilities  supply  their  place,  and  that, 
which  was  originally  said  to  be  retalialioh  for  ac- 
tual injury,  becomes  at  last,  (if  such  a solecism  can 
be  endured  or  imagined)  retaliation  for  apprehended 
injuries,  which  the  future  may  or  may  not*  produce, 
but  which  it  is  certain  have  po  cxiatonc:' 


I do  not  mean  to  grant,  for  I do  not  think,  that 
the  edict  of  Berlin  did  at  anj"  time  lend  even  a color 
of  equity  to  the  British  orders  in  council  with  re- 
ference to  the  United  States;  but  it  might  reason- 
ably have  been  expected  that  they,  who  have  so 
much  relied  upon  it  as  a justification,  would  have 
suffered  it  and  them  to  sink  togetlier.  How  this 
is  forbidden  by  your  safety  or  your  honor  remains  to 
be  explained;  and  I am  not  willing  to  believe  that 
either  the  one  or  the  other  is  inconsistent  with  the 
observance  or  substantial  justice,  and  with  the 
prosperity  and  rights  of  peaceful  states. 

Althoug'h  your  lordship  has  slightly  remarked 
upon  certain  recent  acts  of  the  Fi-ench  government, 
and  has  spoken  in  general  terms  of  “the  system  of 
violence  and  injustice  now  pursued  by  France,”  as 
Hequiring  “some  precautions  of  defence  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,”  I do  not  perceive  that  you  de- 
duce any  consequence  from  these  observations,  in 
favor  of  a perseverance  in  the  orders  in  council.  I 
am  not  myself  aware  of  any  edicts  of  France  which/ 
now  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  repealed, 
affect  the  rights  of  neutral  commerce  on  the  seas.. 
And  you  will  yourselves  admit  that  if  any  of  the 
acts  of  the  French  government,  resting  on  territo- 
rial sovereignty,  have  injured,  or  shall  hereafter  irt- 
jure,  the  United  States,  it  is.  for  them,  and  for  them 
only,  to  seek  redress.  In  like  manner  it  is  for 
Great  Britain  to  detei’mine  what  precautions  of 
defence  those  measures  of  France,  which  you  de- 
nominate unjust  and  violent,  may  render  it  expedi- 
ent for  her  to  adopt.  The  United  Slates  have  only 
to  insist  that  a sacrifice  of  their  rights  shall  not  be 
among  the  number  of  those  precautions. 

In  replying  to  that  passage  in  your  letter,  which 
adverts  to  the  American  act  of  non -intercourse,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  mention  the  proclamation  of' 
the  president  of  the  United  States  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember last,  and  the  act  of  congress,  which  my  let- 
ter of  the  21st  of  September  cortiraunicated,  and  to 
add,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  prevent  the  non -intercourse  from  being  en- 
forced against  Great  Britain. 

Upon  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  letter  I 
will  barely  observe,  that  I am  not  in  possession  of 
any  document  which  you  are  likely  to  consider  as 
authentic,  shewing  that  the  French  decrees  are 
“absolutely  revoked  upon  the  single  condition  of 
the  revocation  of  the  British  orders  in  council;” 
but  that  the  information,  wliich  I have  lately  re- 
ceived from  the  American  legation  at  Paris,  con- 
firms what  I have  already  stated,  and  I think  prov- 
ed, to  your  lordship,  that  those  decrees  are  repealed 
and  have  ceased  to  have  any  efiect.  I will  now 
trespass  on  yo'u  no  farther  than  to  suggest,  that  it 
would  have  given  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  enabled 
to  say  as  much  of  the  Brit  sh  orders  in  council,  and 
of  the  blockades,  from  which  it  is  impossible  to  di.s- 
tinguish  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  my  lord,  your  lordship’s  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  most  noble  the  marquis  Wellesley,  &c.  &c.  ^c. 

(to  BE  CONTINUED.) 


Afiiiil*  of  the  Chesapeake. 

JlTessaye  to  the  senate  and  Jmise  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

I commijnicate  to  congress  copies  of  a correspon- 
dence between  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter,plenipotentiary  of  Gre^t  Britain  and  tlie  secre- 
tary of  state,  relative  to  the  aggressions  comniitted 
by  a British  .ship  of  war  on  the  United  States  iVi- 
gate  Che.saneake,  bt  which  ;t\vil!  be  seen  that  that 
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subject  of  difference  between  the  two  countries,  is 
terminated  by  an  offer  of  reparation  which  has 
been  acceded  to.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Washingtoriy  JVovember  13, 1811. 

ME.  FOSTER  TO  MR,  MONROE. 

Washington,  October  30,  >1811, 

Sir — I had  already  the  honor  to  mention  to  you 
that  I came  to  this  country  furnished  with  instruc- 
tions from  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  in 
the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  a final  adjustment  of  the 
differences  which  have  arisen  between  G.  Britain 
and  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake  frigate,  and  I had  also  that  of  acquaint- 
ing you  with  the  necessity  under  which  I found 
myself  of  suspending  the  execution  of  those  in- 
stiTictions  in  consequence  of  my  not  having  per- 
ceived that  any  steps  whatever  were  taken  by  the 
American  government  to  clear  up  the  circumstan- 
ces of  an  event  which  threatened  so  materially  to 
interrupt  the  harmony  subsisting  between  our  two 
countries,  as  that  which  occurred  in  the  month  of 
last  May,  between  the  United  States  ship  President, 
and  his  majesty’s  ship  Little  Belt,  when  every  evi- 
dence before  his  majesty’s  government  seemed  to 
shew  that  a most  evident  and  wanton  outrage  had 
been  committed  on  a British  sloop  of  war  by  an 
American  commodore. 

A court  of  inquiry,  how’ever,  as  you  informed 
me  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.  has  since  been 
held  by  order  of  the  Pi'esident  of  the  United  States 
on  the  conduct  of  commodore  Rodgers,  and  this 
preliminary,  to  further  discussion  on  the  subject, 
being  all  that  I asked  in  the  first  instance  as  due  to 
the  friendship  sul)sisting  between  the  two  states,  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I am  ready 
to  proceed  in  the  truest  spirit  of  conciliation  to  lay 
l>efore  you  the  terms  of  reparation  which  his  royal 
highness  has  commanded  me  to  propose  to  the 
United  States’  government,  and  only  wait  to  know 
when  it  will  suit  your  convenience  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conside- 
ration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obediatt  humble 
servant.  AUG.  J.  ROSTER. 

Tfui  kon.  Janies  tMonroe,  &c.  &c. 

FEOM  MR.  MONHOE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

. Department  of  State,  Oct.  31, 1811, 

Sir — I have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  30th  of  this  month. 

i am  glad  to  find  that  the  communication  which 
I had  tlie  honor  to  make  to  you  on  the  11th  instant 
relative  to  the  court  of  enquiry,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  it,  is  viewed  by  you  in  the  favorable  light 
which  you  have  stated. 

AUboug-li  I regret  that  the  proposition  which 
you  now  make  in  consequence  qf  that  communica- 
tion, has  been  delayed  to  the  present  moment,  I am 
ready  to  receive  the  terms  of  it  whenever  you  may 
think  proper  to  communicate  them.  Permit  me  to 
add,  that  the  pleasure  of  finding  them  satisfactory 
will  be  duly  augmented,  if  tliey  should  be  introduc- 
tory to  i removal  cf  ail  the  differences  depending 
between  our  two  countries,  the  hope  of  which  is  So 
little  encouraged  by  our  last  con-espondence.  A 
prospect  of  such  a result  will  be  embraced,  on  my 
part,  with  a .spirit  of  conciliation,  equal  to  that 
which  has  been  expressed  bv  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

, JAMES  MONROE. 

■ J.  fester,  Es^. 


3IR.  FOSTER  TO  3IR.  MONROE, 

Washington,  J^ov.  1,  1811, 

Sir — In  pursuance  of  the  orders  which  I have 
received  from  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  for 
the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  a final  adjustment  of 
the  differences  which  have  arisen  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  in  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake  frigate,  I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you 
— First,  that  I am  instructed  to  repeat  to  the  Ame- 
rican government  the  prompt  disavowal  made  by  his 
majesty  (and  recited  in  Mr.  Erskine’s  note  of  April 
17,  1809,  to  Mr.  Smith,)  on  being  apprized  of  the 
unauthorised  act  of  the  officer  in  command  of  his 
naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  America,  whose  recal 
from  an  highly  important  and  honorable  command 
immediately  ensued  as  a mark  of  his  majesty’s  dis- 
approbation. 

Secondly,  that  I am  authorised  to  offer  in  addi- 
tion to  that  disavowal,  on  the  part  of  his  royal  high- 
ness, the  immediate  restoration,  as  far  as  circumstan- 
ces will  admit,  of  the  men  who  in  consequence  of 
admiral  Berkley’s  orders  were  forcibly  taken  out 
of  the  Chesapeake  to  the  vessel  from  which  they 
were  taken;  or  if  that  ship  should  be  no  longer  in 
commission  to  such  seaport  of  the  United  States  as 
'the  American  government  may  name  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Thirdly,  that  I am  also  authorised  to  offer  to  the- 
American  government  a suitable  pecuniary  provi- 
sion for  the  sufferers  in  consequence  of  the  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake,  including  the  families  of  those 
seamen  who  unfortunately  fell  in  the  action,  and 
of  the  wounded  survivors. 

These  honorable  propositions,  I can  assure  you, 
sir,  are  made  witli  the  sincere  desire  that  they  may 
prove  satisfactory  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  I trust  they  will  meet  with  that  amica- 
ble reception  which  their  conciliatory  nature  enti-: 
ties  them  to,  I need  scarcely  add  how  cordially  I 
join  Avith  you  in  the  wish  that  they  might  prove  in- 
ti'oductory  to  a removal  of  all  the  differences  de- 
pending between  our  two  countries. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  consi- 
deration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant, 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  hon.  James  J\Ionroe,  &c.  &c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

jSTovemher  12,  1811. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  1st  November  & to  lay  it  before  the  President. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  reparation  due 
for  such  an  aggression  as  that  committed  on  the 
United  States  frigate  the  Chesapeake,  should  have 
been  so  long  delayed;  nor  could  the  tvan.'.laticn  of 
the  ofiefiding  officer  from  one  command  to  anotljcr, 
be  regarded  as  cen.-dituting  a part  of  a reparation 
otherwise  €atisfactiij||.-;  considering  iiowever  the 
existing  circumstances  of  the  case  and  the  earlvand 
amicable  attention  jtaid  to  it  by  his  royal  liiglmess 
the  prince  regent,  the  Presideivt  accedes  to  thc])ro- 
position  contained  in  your  letter,  and  in  so  doing 
your  government  will,  I am  persuaded,  see  a ])i*oof' 
of  the  conciliatory  disposition  by  wliichthe  Presi- 
dent has  been  actuated. 

The  officer  commanding  the  Chesapeake  now 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  will  be  instructed  to 
receive  the  men  who  are  to  he  restored  to  that  ship 
I have  the  honor,  £^c. 

JAMF.S  MONROF. 

Aug.  J.  Foster,  c^’e. 
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CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Our  sketch  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  for  the 
-cfeek  last  past,  must  necessarily  be  short — but  as  yet 
mothing  of  great  interest  has  been  done. 

HOUSE  OF  KEPRE8EXTATITES, 

Friday  November  8. — On  motion  of  J\fr.  Datvson, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
^ill  for  the  apportionment  of  representations  among 
fie  several. states,  according  to  the  third  enumeration. 

Some  private  petitions  -were  received  and  referred 
— and  also  a message  from  the  president,  inclosing 
truo  letters  from  our  present  plenipotentiary  in  France, 
&c.  -which  shallbe  duly  noticed.  The  house  adjourned 
till  JSfonday. 

Monday,  Js^vember  11. — ^The  following  members 
for  the  several  standing*  committees,  8cc. 

Committee  of  ivays  and  means. 

Messrs.  Bacon,  Cheeves,  Smilie,  Bibb,  Burwell, 
Johnson  and  Pitkin. 

Committee  of  commerce  and  mannfacturea. 

Messrs.  Newton,  I..ovvaes,  Mitchell,  M’Kim,  Tall- 
anadge,  Seybert  and  T<^ liman. 

Committee  of  claims. 

Messrs.  Bassett,  Butler,  Shaw,  Brown,  Mosely, 
Standford  and  Archer. 

Committee  of  public  lands. 

Messrs.  Morrow,  M’Kee,  Gold,  Breckenridge, 
Blackledge,  Boyd,  Smith,  of  Penn. 

Committee  for  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Messrs.  Lewis,  Ringgold,  Piper>  Pearson,  Baker, 
Stow  and  Ormsby. 

Comniittee  of  revisaland  unfinished  business. 

Messrs.  Seybert,  Jackson  and  Ely. 

Committee  of  accounts. 

Messrs.  Turner,  Blount  and  Little. 

Committee  of  the  appointment  of  the  representatives. 

Messrs.  Dawson,  Williams,  Griindy,  Hall,  (of 
Kew-Hampshire,)  Quincy,  Potter,  Mosely,  Strong, 
Porter,  Condit,  Milnor,  Wright,  Ridgeley,  Alston, 
Bibb,  Morrow  and  M’Kee. 

Committee  of  poet-ofiices  and  post-roads. 

IVIessrs.  Rhea,  Porter,  Lysle,  Dinsmoor,  Tag- 
gert,  Potter,  Law,  Chittenden,  Hufty,  Ridgeley, 
Kent,  SheflTey,  King,  Earle,  Hall,  (of  Georgia,) 
Desha  and  Morrow. 

November  12. — The  house  -was  chiefiy  occupied  in  a 
committee  of  the  -whole  in  a desultory  debate  arising^ 
from  certain  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Smilie, for  re- 
ferring different  sections  of  the  Presidents  message  to 
different  committees,  -which  -were  agreed  to. 

Sundry  petitions  -were  received  and  a good  deal  of 
minor  business  done. 

November  13. — A message  -was  received  from  the 
president  covering  the  correspondence  betiveen  Mr. 
Munroe  and  Mr.  Foster  respecting  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake — (see preceding  page,)  and  also  a return 
sfthe  late  census  of  the  United  States. 

The  folio-wing  gentlemen  have  been  named  upon  the 
select  committees  appointed  yesterday  : 

Committee  of  foreign  relatiq^. — Messrs,  Porter, 
Calhoun,  Grundy,  Smilie,  Randolph,  Harper,  Key, 
Desha  and  Sever. 

On  the  Army,  &c. — Messrs.  Williams,  Wright, 
Macon,  Nelson,  Stow,  Maxwell  and  Talmage. 

On  the  naval  force,  &c. — Messrs.  Cheeves,  New- 
ton, Milnor,  Quincy,  Cook,  M’Kim  and  Fisk. 

On  the  Spanish  American  colonies. — -Messrs.  Mit- 
chell, Bibb,  Biackledge,  Taggart,  Champion  But- 
ler  and  Shaw. 

On  the  mamfactnring  of  cannon,  small  arms,  &c. 
Messrs.  Sej'^bert,  Little,  Goodwin,  Tracy  & Sturges. 

On  Indian  «j^irs.-~Messr9.  M’Kee,  Sever,  Mor- 
row, SUefTey  and  Brown. 


A resolution  was  agreed  to  instructing  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  and  manutactures  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  encouraging  tlie  manufacture 
of  iron,  either  by  imposing  additional  duties,  or  pro- 
hibitting  the  importation  of  certain  kinds  of  iron. 

The  Senate  have  also  referred  the  message  to 
several  dir.tinct  committees.  On  the  12th  inst.  gen. 
Smith  brought  in  a bill  to  make  further  provision 
for  tile  corps  of  engineers;  which,  on  the  13ih  was 
read  a second  time  and  referred — same  day  he  offer- 
ed a resolution  to  request  information  of  the  pre.si- 
dent,  whether  tobacco  of  the  United  Stales  “maj  be 
purchased  by  the  Regie,  to  the  full  consumption  of 
France,”  and,  also  to  obtain  a tariff  of  the  duties^ 
imposed  by  France  on  sundry  articles  tlie  produce 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  &c. 


ERRATA. 

The  Mational  Intelligencer,  from  -which  we  have  co^ 
pied  the  documents,  has  noticed  the  following  errorsi 
which  the  reader  will  please  to  comrect: 

Errata. — In  our  paper  of  Wednesday,  owing  le 
gieat  haste,  two  or  three  slight  errors  occurred:  In 
Mr.  Munroe’s  letter  to  Mr.  Foster,  dated  Ocr.  1,  the 
following  words  occur  at  the  end  of  a paragraph 
near  the  conclusion  of  the  letter,  viz.  **They  were- 
^Hiable  to  it  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  should  be  ^Uhey 
“were  liable  to  it  according  to  the  law  of  nations  as 
“asserted  by  Great  Britain.'** 

An  error  in  punctuation  in  another  part  of  the  same 
letter  materially  changes  the  sense  of  the  sentence. 
The  following  is  the  sentence  as  it  was  printed:-— 
“An  explanation  of  the  cause  qf  that  sztppqsed  silmice 
“is  not  less  due  to  myseff,  than  to  the  true  character'  of  ■ 
“the  transaction  with  the  minister  with  whom  I had 
“the  honor  to  treat.  Imay  add,  that  an  official  for-- 
“mal  complaint  was  not  likely  to  be  resorted  to^ 
“because  f riendly  communications  were  invited  an^ 
“preferred.** 

The  first  sentence  should  have  ended  at  the  word 
“transaction.**  The  other  sentence  would  then  read: 
“With  the  minister  -with  whom  I had  the  honor  to  treaty 
“Imay  add  that  an  official  complaint  was  not  likely; 
“to  be  resorted  to,  &c. 


The  general  interest  excited  by  the  documents'- 
accompanying  the  president’s  message,  and  an  ear- 
nest desire  to  lay  them  before  our  readers  in  a com- 
pact and  regular  form  as  soon  as  possible,  has  in- 
duced us  to  issue  an  additional  supplement  to  No.  10, 
and  compelled  us  to  exclude  almost  every  thing 
else.  They  will  repay  the  reader  for  the  labor  of 
perusing  them — among  the  documents  is  to  be  found 
an  account  of  the  “adjustment  of  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake.** 

We  had  several  things  to  mention  this  week  of  , 
some  concern  to  the  public  and  ourselves — but  must 
postpone  them.  It  is  probable  we  may  issue  anothei- 
supplement  next  week,  by  which  we  shall  get 
through  the  press  of  documents,  and  afford  room  for  ^ 

a considerable  portion  of  miscellaneous  matter. 

0:;j"  The  exertion  made  to  lay  the  documents  be-  j 
fore  the  readers  of  the  Register  has  prevented  the  ; 
editor  from  completing  the  second  edition  of  his  four 
first  numbers;  but  they  will  soon  be  ready  for  deli-  • 
very,  and  carefully  transmitted  to  all  the  new  sub- 
scribers  who  have  not  received  them.  t 

On  hand— No.  2— and  a valuable  “».c-  V’ 
count  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  ancient  in-  'i 
habitants  of  Louisiana — government — history,  &c. 

&c.  from  Brackenridge*s  sketche.s,  corrected  and 
amended  by  the  autlioi*,  and  politely  transmitted  by 
him  from  St.  LoaiSf 
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1 wisii  no  other  het-alcl, 

“ No  other  speaker  of  7tiy  Uvmg  actio?is, 

“ To  keep  maie  honor  from  corruption 
“But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — nF.yiiT  rm. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  Watcr-street,  near  the  iMerchants’  Coffee-House,  at  per  arnmm. 


Public  Documents. 

Letters  of  Mr.  Phikney^  our  late  minister  to  Great 
Britairiy  to  the  secreiui'y  of  state,  and  of  Mr.  Ihis- 
sely  our  late  charge  d"' affaires  in  France  to  Mr. 
Pinkney. — continued  fhom  page  199. 

MTl.  PINKNEY  TO  LOUD  WELLESLEY. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  \~iih  Jan.  1811. 
My  loud — After  a lapse  of  many  months  since 
1 had  the  honor  to  receive  and  convey  to  my  govern- 
ment your  lordship’s  repeated  assurances,  written 
as  well  as  verbal,  (which  you  declined,  however, 
to  put  into  an  official  form)  “tliat  it  was  your  inten- 
“tion  immediately  to  recommend  the  appointment 
“ of  a minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  to 
“the  United  States,”  the  British  government  con- 
tinues to  be  represented  at  Washington  by  a Charge 
d^ Affaires,  and  no  steps  whatever  appear  to  have 
been  taken  to  fulfil  the  expectation  which  the  above 
mentioned  assurances  produced  and  justified. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  has  become  my  duty  to 
inform  your  lordship,  in  compliance  with  my  in- 
structions, that  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates  cannot  continue  to  be  represented  here  by  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

As  soon,  thei-efbre,  as  the  situation  of  the  king’s 
government  will  permit,  I shall  wislt  to  take  m.y 
leave  ana  return  to  America  in  the  United  States 
frigate  Essex,  now  lying  at  Plymouth;  having  first 
named,  as  I am  specially  authorised  to  do,  a fit  per- 
son to  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  American 
legation  in  this  country. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  most  noble  the  Marqids  JVellesIey. 

NIK,  riNKNET  TO  LOKD  WELLESLEY. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  l5th  .Tan.  1811. 
My  Lord — 1 have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  it 
has  been  repiesented  to  me  that  two  American  ves- 
sels (the  schooner  Polly  and  the  scliooner  Mary)  la- 
den with  codfish,  and  bound  ifom  Marblehead  to 
Bordeaux,  in  France,  have  since  the  1st  inst  been 
captured  and  brought  into  Plymouth  as  prize,  foi’ 
an  imputed  breach  of  the  British  orders  in  council. 

It  is  my  duty  to  demand  the  re.storation  of  these 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  to  the  American  oYt'ners, 
together  wi.h  compensation  for  th.cir  unjust  deteu- 
lion,  and  liberty  to  resume  tlie  voyages  which  that 
detention  has  inten-upted. — I have  the  lionor  to 
be  S’-c.  (Signed)  WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  most  noble  the  Mai'quis  Wellesley,  &c.  &c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Phikney  to  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States. 

“ London,  February  12,  1811. 
“I  received  a few  lioius  smee  a letter  from  lord 
V/elle.sley  (a  copy  of  which  i.s  enclosed ) in  answer 
to  mine  of  tlic  14th  ulv.  respectlngdh'^  Ifridsh  or- 
ders in  counciJ  and  blockad'*^.” 

P 


'TliE  MAKams  WELLESLEY  TO  NIK.  PINKNEY. 

Foreign  Office,  February  11, 1811. 

Sir — The  letter  which  I had  the  honor  to  reemve 
from  you,  under  date  the  14th  of  January,  1811, 
has  been  submitted  to  his  royal  highness  tlie  prince 
regent. 

In  communicating  to  you  the  orders  which  I have 
received  from  his  royal  highness  on  the  subject  of 
your  letter,  I am  commanded  to  abslitin  from  any 
course  of  argument,  and  from  any  expression,  which 
(however  justified  by  the  general  tenor  of  your  ob- 
servations) might  tend  to  interrupt  the  good  un- 
derstanding which  it  is  the  wish  of  his  royal  high- 
ness, on  behalf  of  his  majesty,  to  maintain  with  the 
government  oftiie  United  States. 

No  statement  contained  in  your  letter  appears  to 
affect  the  general  principles  which  1 had  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  }’ou  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  of 
December,  1810. 

Great  Britain  has  always  insisted  upon  her  right 
of  self-defence  against  the  system  of  commercial 
warfare  pursued  by  France;  and  the  British  orcler.s 
of  council  were  founded  upon  a just  principle  of 
retaliation  against  the  Fi’ench  decrees.  Tlie  inci- 
dental operation  of  the  orders  of  council  upon  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  (although  deeply 
to  be  lamented,)  must  be  a.scril>ed  exclusively  to  tlie 
violence  and  injustice  of  the  enemy,  which  compel- 
led tills  country  to  resort  to  adequate  means  of  de- 
fence. It  cannot  now  be  admded  that  the  founda- 
tion of  the  original  question  should  be  changed, 
and  that  the  measure t)f  retahaticn  adopted  ag*ainst 
France  should  now  be  relinquished  at  the  desire  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  without  any 
reference  to  the  actual  conduct  of  the  enemy. 

The  intention  lias  been  repeatedly  declared  of  re- 
pealing the  orders  of  council,  whenever  France 
sliall  actually  have  revoked  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  ATilan,  and  .shaliliave  restored  tlie  trade  of  neu- 
tral nalion.s  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  pre- 
viously to  the  promulgation  of  tliosc  decrees.  Even 
admitting  that  France  has  suspended  the  operation 
of  tho.se  decrees,  or  has  repealed  tliem  with  refer- 
ence to  tlie  United  States,  it  is  evident  that  she  ha.s 
not  rel  nquislied  the  conditions  expressly  declared 
in  the  letter  to  the  French  minister,  under  date  the 
5th  of  August,  1810.  France  therefore  requiies 
that  Great  Britam  shall  not  only  repeal  the  orders 
of  council,  but  renounce  tho.se  principles  of  block- 
ade which  are  allcdged  in  the  same  letters  to  be  new, 
an  allegation  which  must  be  understood  to  refer  to 
the  introductoiy  part  of  the  Berlin  decree.  If 
Great  Britain  shall  not  submit  to  these  terms,  i i.s 
plainly  intimated  in  the  same  letter  that  Frarxe 
I’equires  America  to  enforce  them. 

To  these  conditions  his  royal  highness  on  behalf 
of  his  maje.sty,  cannot  accede.  No  principles  of 
blockade  have  been  promulgated  or  acic  d ujion  by 
Great  Britain  previously  to  tiie  Berlin  decree, 
which  ave  not  strictly  conformably  to  the  rigiits  of 
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civilized  wnr,  and  to  the  approved  usages  and  law 
of  nations.  'Fl>e  blockades  e.stablished  by  the  orders 
of  council  re.st  u.pon  separate  grounds,  and  are 
pistiRed  by  the  principles  of  necessary  retaliation, 
in  which  they  orig“inated. 

The  condilions  exacted  by  France  would  require 
Creat  Tlrit-ain  to  surrender  to  the  enemy  the  mo.st 
important  maritime  rights  and  interests  of  the  Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 

I am  commanded  to  inform  you  that  his  royal 
highness  cannot  consent  to  blend  the  question  which 
has  arisen  upon  the  orders  of  council  with  any  dis- 
cussionof  ihe^eneral  principles  of  blockade. 

This  declaration  does  not  pieclnde  any  amicable 
discussion  upon  the  sub  ject  of  any  particxilar  block- 
ade, of  which  the  circum.stances  may  appear  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  be  exceptiona- 
ble, or  to  reqtiire  explanation. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  sir,  vour  most  faithful  and  humble 
servant,  ‘(Si.?ned)  WFXUESLEY. 

MH.  PIXKXET  TO  LOUD  WT.LLT.SLLT. 

Ijomlon^  February  13,  1811. 

jVfv  Lord — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letier  of  the  11th  instant,  and  will  transmit  a copy 
of  it  to  my  government.  I can  have  no  induce- 
ment to  trouble  your  lordship  any  further  upon  the 
subjects  to  which  it  relates. 

I have  tlie  honor,  &c.  See. 

(Signed)  IVm.  PINKNEY. 

LORD  WKLLLSLEy  TO  lUR.  PIXKXET. 

Foreig-n  Office,  February  12, 1811. 

The  "Marquis  tYellesley  hi<s  the  honor  to  inform 
Mr.  Pinkney,  that  his  royal  hig’hness  the  prince 
regent  will  receive  the  foreign  ministers  at  his  levee 
at  Carlton  House  on  Tuesday  next,  the  19tli  inst. 
at  two  o’clock. 

MR.  nsTKxrr  to  lord  wdlt.t,slt;t. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  loth  Feb.  1811. 

"My  Lord — Refering  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  of 
last  month,  I I*eg  to  l)e  informed  by  your  lordship 
at  w]»at  time  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent 
will  do  me  the  honor  to  give  me  audience  of  leave. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  with  groat  respect  and 
consideration,  my  lord,  your  lordship’s  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

(Signed)  Wm.  PINKNEY. 

MR.  PIXKXEX  TO  TIIK  SECRET  ARY  OF  STATE, 

Jjcjidon,  February  \&th,  1811. 

Sir — I received  at  a very  late  hour  last  night  two 
notes  fi’om  lord  Welle  dey  (bearing  date  “February 
15th,  1811”),  of  which  copies  marked  No.  1,  and 
N').  2,  are  enclosed. — I'aken  togetlier  (as  of  course 
they  must  be),  tliey  anrKRincethe  appointment  of  Mr. 
Foster  as  envoy  extvaordinaiy  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  tile  United  States,  and  set  forth  the 
reasons  why  an  appointment  has  been  so  long  de- 
laied. 

You  will  perceive,  in  the  second  and  third  para- 
graplis  of  tlie  unofftcial  paper,  a distinct  disavowal 
of  the  offensive  views  which  the  appo  ntment  of  a 
mere  charge  d'affinirei^,  and  other  circumstances, 
appeared  originaily  to  indicate. 

We  are  now  told,  in  writing',  that  the  delay  in 
appointing  a minister  plenipotentiary  was  occasion- 
ed in  the frat  imtance,  not  by  any  such  considera- 
tions as  liave  been  supposed,  but  “by  an  earnest 
“desire  of  rendering  ihe  appointment  satisfactory  to 
“tiie  United  .States,  and  c<^mdncive  to  the  edectnal 
“estabiishraent  of  iiarmouy  between  tiic  two  go- 


“vernments;”  that  more  recently  “the  state  of  his 
“majesty’s  government  rendered  it  impossible  to 
“make  tlie  intended  appointment,”  and  that  lord 
Wellesley  was  thei’efore  “concern^  to  find  by  my 
“letter  of  tlie  I4th  of  January,  that  the  govenl- 
“ment  of  the  United  States  should  he  induced  to 
“suppose,  that  any  indisposition  could  exist  on  the 
“part  of  his  majesty’s  government,  to  place  the 
“British  mission  in  America  on  the  footing  most  ac- 
“ceptable  to  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  might 
“be  practicable  consistently  wilii  the  convenience 
“of  affairs  in  this  coimtry.” 

Tiie  two  papers  are  evidently  calculated  to  pre- 
vent me  from  acting  upon  my  late  request  of  an  au- 
dience of  leave,  and  they  certainly  seem  to  put  it  in 
my  power,  if  tliey  do  not  make  it  my  da^v,  to  for- 
bear to  act  upon  it. 

I have  it  under  consideration  (looking  to  the  in- 
structions contained  in  your  letter  of  tlie  15th  of 
November)  what  course  I ought  to  pursue.  It  is  at 
any  rate  my  intention  to  return  to  America  in  the 
Essex,  as  I shall  doubtless  have  the  ])resident’s  per- 
mission to  do  in  consequence  of  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  24th  of  November. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  Great  respect,  Sec. 

Wm.  PINKNEY. 

The  secretaiy  of  state  of  the  United  States. 

LOUD  WELLESLEY  TO  MR.  PTSTKXEY. 

(Marked  “Private.”) 

Foreign  Office,  February  \5,  1811. 

Sir — In  the  various  unotficial  communications 
which  I have  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  re- 
specting the  appointment  of  a minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  king  to  the  United  States,  I have  en- 
deavoured to  explain  to  you  in  the  most  distinct 
manner,  the  circumstances  which  had  delayed  that 
appointment;  and  I have  expressed  my  intention  to 
recommend  that  it  should  be  carried  into  effect  as 
soon  as  the  situation  of  his  majesty’s  government 
might  perinit. 

Tlie  delay  was  occasioned  in  the  first  instance 
(as  I slated  to  you  repeatedly)  by  an  earnest  de.sire 
of  rendering  the  appointment  satisfactory  to  the 
United  States  and  conducive  to  the  effectual  es- 
tablishment of  harmony  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. Since  that  period  of  time  the  state  of  his 
maje, sty’s  government  rendered  it  impossible  to 
make  the  intended  appointment. 

I was  therefore  concerned  to  find  by  your  letter 
of  the  14th  of  January,  tliat  the  government  of 
the  United  States  should  be  induced  to  suppose  that 
any  indi.sposition  could  exist  on  the  part  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s government,  to  place  the  Britivsh  mission  in 
America  on  the  footing  most  acceptable  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  soon  as  might  be  practicable,  con- 
sistently with  the  convenience  of  affairs  in  this 
conntrj'. 

In  yjur.suance  of  the  intention  so  often  declared 
to  you,  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  has 
been  pleased,  In  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jesty, to  appoint  Mr.  Foster,  (lately  charged  with 
his  nuijesty’s  affairs  in  Sv/e<len)  to  be  his  majesty’s 
envoy  extraixrd inary  and  minister  plenipot^ntiaiy  to 
the  United  States;  and  tliat  appointment  will  be 
notified  in  the  next  gazette. 

You  will  of  course  exercise  your  ov/n  judgment 
under  tliese  circumstances,  respecting  the  proprie- 
ty of  requ  iring  an  audience  of  leave,  on  the  gz'ound* 
which  you  have  stated. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  a'\’* 
consideration,  sh’,  your  mo.st  obedient  and  Iiumbio 
servant. 

(Signed)  T5TLLlf,SLEY. 
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lonD  w>:x,i:,>:sLEr  to  mb.  pi:<rKMKY. 

Fort>ign  OJpce,  February  15,  1811. 

Filr — Having-  submitted  to  liis  royal  hig-hne^s  the 
pa'lnce  regent,  your  desire  to  have  an  audience  of 
leave,  with  a view  to  your  return  to  America,  I am 
conimandsfl  by  his  royal  hlg-hness  to  inform  you 
that  he  will  be  prepared  to  receive  you  at  Carlton 
house  on  Tuesdav  the  19th  instant.  T am  also 
commanded  to  inform  you,  that  his  royal  highness, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  majesty,  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Augustus  J.  Foster,  esq.  (lately 
charged  with  his  majesty’s  affairs  in  Sweden)  to  be 
his  majesty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary, to  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  witli  great  respect 
and  consideration,  your  most  faithful  and  humble 
servant. 

(Signed)  WELLESLEY. 

MB.  PIXK'SET  TO  TRT.  SECRETABY  OF  STATE. 

LondnUy  February  18,  1811. 

My  Ijord — 'I’he  result  of  my  reflections  on  lord 
Wellesley’s  two  communications  of  the  15th  inst. 
will  be  found  in  my  letter  to  him  of  yesterday’s  date, 
of  which  I now  transmit  a copy. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  the  appointment  of  a mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  was  no- 
thing,  or  rather  worse  than  nothing’,  if  the  orders  in 
council  were  to  remain  In  force,  the  blockade  of 
May  1806  to  be  unrepealed,  the  affair  of  the  Ches- 
apeake to  continue  at  large,  and  the  other  urgent 
questions  between  us  to  remain  unsettled. 

The  ‘^posture  of  our  relations,”  as  you  have  ex- 
pressed it  in  your  letter  of  15th  November,  would 
not  be  “satisfiictorily  changed”  merely  by  such  an 
:i]>pointment;  and  of  course  my  functions  could 
not  be  resumed  upon  the  sole  foundation  of  it. 

I have  put  it  to  lord  Wellesley  to  say  explicitly 
wlietlier  full  and  satisfactory  arrangement  is  intend- 
ed, bei'ore  I an.swer  his  official  letter  conceniingmy 
audience  of  leave.  If  he  is  prepared  to  do  at  once 
what  we  require,  or  to  instruct  the  new  minister 
to  do  at  Washington  what  does  not  demand  imme- 
diate inteiference  here,  I .sh.all  think  it  my  duty  to 
forbear  to  tnke  my  leave  on  the  26. h inst.  If  he  de- 
clines a frank  reply,  or  refuses  our  demands,  1 shall 
press  for  iny  audience,  and  put  an  end  to  my  mis- 
sion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

^V  VT.  PINKNEY. 

To  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States. 

MR.  PIXKVET  TO  EORD  WEI.EEST.KT. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  Feb.  IT,  1811. 

My  Lord — Pefore  I reply  to  your  official  commu- 
nication of  the  15th  instant,  you  will  perliaps  al- 
low me,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  unof- 
ficial paper  which  accompanied  it,  to  trouble  you 
with  a few  words. 

Prom  the  appointment  which  yow  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  annoiince  to  me,  of  a minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  llie  United  States,  as  well  as  from  tlie 
language  of  your  private  letter,  i conclude  that  it 
is  the  iniention  of  the  British  government  to  seek 
immediately  those  adjustments  witii  America,  with- 
out whicli  that  appointment  cun  produce  no  benefi- 
cial effect.  I presume  that,  for  the  restoration  of 
harnmny  between  the  two  countric.s,  the  order.s  in 
council  vill  Ije  relinquished  w^ithout  d-rlay,  that 
liie  1‘iockade  of  May  1806  will  be  annulled,  that 
the  c tseof  the  Chesape.-tke  will  be  ai-ranged  in  the 
luanncr  heretofore  intended,  aiul,  in  general,  that  all 
such  just  and  reasonaltle  acl>  will  Itcdone  as  are  ne- 
eearsarv  t.o  make  us  frien<,ls. 


My  motives  will  not,  I am  sure,  be  misinterpreted, 
if,  anxious  to  be  enabled  so  to  regulate  my  condtici 
in  the  execution  of  my  instructions  as  the  besi  re- 
sults may  be  accomplished,  I take  the  liberty  to  re- 
quest such  explanations  on  these  heads  as  your 
lordship  may  tliink  fit  to  gjve  me. 

I ought  to  add  th.-t,  as  the  levee  of  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent  lia.s  been  postponed  un- 
til Tuesday  the  26th  inst.  I have  supjjoscd  that  my 
audience  ofleave  is  postponed  to  the  same  day,  and 
that  I have  on  that  ground  undertaken  to  delay  my 
reply  to  your  official  communication,  until  I i*e. 
ceive  an  answer  to  this  letter. 

I liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  resrect  and 
consideration,  my  lord,  youiTordsliip’s  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant, 

(Signed)  WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  moist  noble  marquis  Tf'ellesley,  cJc.  &*c.  £r’c. 

MR.  PIXKKKY  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

Jjondon,  HAthFeb.  181 1. 

Sir — T received  last  niglit  lord  Wellesley’s  an- 
swer (of  which  a copy  is  enclosed)  to  ni v letter  of 
the  17th  inst.  He  has  niaiked  it  private,  and  speaks 
of  my  letter  to  him  as  being//r/uare  also.  My  let- 
ter, however,  was  not  so  marked  or  intended;  and 
hi.s  answer,  however  marked,  is  essentially  an  o/ii- 
cial  communication  of  great  importance. 

His  letter  amounts  to  an  explicit  declaration  that 
the  orders  in  council  are  to  he  per-sisted  m;  and  it 
furnishes  no  evidence  of  a dispooition  to  give  us 
any  thing  but  vague  and  general  professions  on  any 
subject.  I did  not  therefore  hesitate  to  send  him  a 
reply,  declaring  my  intention  to  take  leave  on  the 
28th  in  pursuance  of  my  request  of  the  IJtli,  and 
decliningto  attend  the  prince’s  leveeon  Tuesday  the 
26lh — of  tins  reply  a copy  is  now  transmitted. 

To  mistake  the  view's  of  this  government  is  now- 
impossible.  They  are  such  as  I always  believed 
them  to  be,  and  will,  I hope,  be  i-esisteci  with  spirit 
and  firmness. 

In  .sliaping  my  conr.se  on  this  occasion,  I have  en- 
deavored to  conform  to  the  orders  of  die  president, 
signified  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  I5iii  of  Novem- 
ber. With  those  orders,  as  1 understand  them,  my 
own  wishes  certainly  concurred;  bill  I trust  that  I 
have  not  sutfered  inclination  to  influence  my  iutei'- 
pretation  of  them. 

.\ccording  to  your  letter,  my  functions  were  to 
be  considercilas  suspeiuled  on  the  receipt  of  ii,  ;f 
the  British  government  had  not  then  ajjpointed  a mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States.  Such 
an  appointment  had  noe  at  that  time  been  made,  and 
con.sequently  the  suspension  took  jdace. 

Upon  a careful  considtratioii  of  yuur  letter,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  to  look  to  a rexiival  of  my  functions,  in 
the  event  of  “a  satisfactory  change  in  the  posture  of 
our  relations”  with  this  counft-y.  I could  not,  in- 
deed, find  it  in  any  precise  provision  to  that  eirect; 
but  there  was  apparently  room  for  such  a coii.stmc- 
tion,  and  I have  already  informed  yon,  that  iiow- 
ever  anxioii.s  to  close  rnv  mission  and  retire  from 
the  public  service,  1 was  disposed  to  act,  for  a few 
w'ceks,  upon  that  implication,  in  case  such  a<-iiange 
occurred  in  our  relations  as  I deemed  ix  suii  f attorn 
one. 

It  could  not  be  imagined  that  the  appointment  of 
Mr,  Foster  produce<l  that  change;  and,  si'.ppo.slng 
it  to  be  left  in  some  degree  at  least,  to  my  di-crello.i 
to  determine  in  wdiat  it  sliould  consist,,  I liad  n i 
difficulty  in  deciding  t.hat  the  imniediate  repeal  of 
the  orders  in  council  and  t!ie  hlock;Li,le  of  >.!ay 
1806,  a disiinct  pledge  on  tin;  affir  oftlie  Clie.s- 
aneake,  and  a manilestation  of  a (iiip-j-sition  to 
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accommodate  with  us,  on  principles  ofjustice,  on 
all  Ollier  concerns,  were  indispensable  ing-redients. 

It  followed  that,  upon  receiving  lord  Wellesley’s 
letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I had  no  choice  but  to 
press  for  my  audience  of  leave. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  I ought  not  to 
have  revised  to  appear  at  Carleton  house  on  the  26th 
for  the  purpose  of  being  presented,  with  the  other 
foreign  ministers,  to  the  regent.  I have  not  my- 
self, any  doubt  at  all  upon  that  point.  My  ap- 
pearance at  the  levee  for  such  a purpose  would  im- 
port that  I consider  my  capacity,  as  the  minister  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  entire;  and  would,  more- 
over, encourage  the  delusion  which  now  prevails 
concerning  the  views  of  the  British  government  to- 
wards America. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, WM.  PINKNEY, 

tORD  WrxtKSLnV  TO  MU.  I’INKKET, 

(Marked  “private.”) 

Jlpsley  House,  Febniary2od,  1811. 
Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  private*  letter,  under  date  the  17th  in:-t. 

i take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  my  fonher 
unohlcial  letters  and  communications  for  an  expla- 
nation of  the  motives  which  have  induced  this  g’o- 
vernment,  in  pursuance  of  those  amicable  views, 
which  I have  uniformly  declared,  to  appoint  a mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States. 

I have  already  assured  you,  that  the  delay  of  that 
appointment  was  occasioned  in  the  first  instance  by 
an  anxious  desire  to  make  it  in  the  manner  which 
was  likely  to  prove  most  acceptable  to  the  United 
States.  The  appointment  was  recently  delayed  by 
the  state  of  his  majesty’s  government:  and  it  has 
ultimately  taken  place  in  pursuance  of  the  princi- 
ples, which  I have  repeatedly  stated  to  you,  and  not 
in  consequence  of  any  change  of  sy^stem. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  repeat  tlie  desire  of 
this  government  to  relinquish  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil, whenever  that  measure  can  be  adopted,  without 
involving  the  necessity  of  surrendering  the  most 
important  and  valuable  maritime  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  Kingdom, 

No  objection  has  ever  been  stated  on  the  part  of 
this  government,  to  an  amicable  discussion  of  tlie 
principles  of  any  blockade,  which  may  be  deemed 
exceptionable  by  the  United  States. 

I have  expressed  to  you,  wiihout  reserve,  a desire 
to  arrange  die  case  of  the  Chesapeake  on  just  and 
equitable  principles;  and  I trust  that  no  apprehen- 
sion can  be  entertained  of  tlie  general  disposition  of 
this  goveniment  to  adopt  every  reasonable  measure 
wliich  maybe  necessary  to  conciliate  the  friendship 
of  tlie  United  States.  But  it  would  be  neither  can- 
did towards  you  nor  just  toWcards  this  government, 
to  countenance  any  interpretation  of  the  motives  of 
the  late  appointment,  wliich  might  favor  a suppo- 
gi'ion  tliat  it  v,-as  intended  by  this  goveimmcnt  to 
reli  - quish  any  of  the  principle's  which  I have  so  of- 
ten er.cleavored  to  explain  to  you.  ' 

His  royal  highness’  levee  wiU  take  place  on  Tues- 
day the  26th  instant;  but  [ htive  received  his  com- 
mands to  signify  to  such  of  the  foreign  ministers  as 
may  desire  to  have  private  audience,  that  iiis  royal 
highness  will  receive  them  on  Tliursd.ay  the  28vh 
instant.  The  foreign  ministers,  however,  ivill  all 
be  presented  to  his  royal  highness  on  Tuesday  the, 

B.  This  is  a mistake.  JHr.  Pinkney's  letter 
-ivas  not  ?nurked  private,  nor  intended  to  be  so. 


26th  instant,  on  which  day  I shall  attend  for  that 
purpose, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greatest  respect  and 
consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant.  [Signed]  WELLESLEY. 

MU.  PIXKXET  TO  LOKD  WELLESEBT. 

Great  Cumberland  Place,  February  2o,  1811. 

My  Lord — I have  had  the  lionor  to  receive  your 
private  letter  of  this  day’s  date. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  inform  your  lordship, 
that  I have  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  state  of 
the  United  States,  a copy  of  jour  official  communi- 
cation of  the  15th  instant,  and  of  the  unofficial  pa- 
per which  accompanied  it;  and  that  I will  avail 
myself  of  the  disposition  of  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  to  give  me  an  audience  of  Icaa  e ou 
Thursday  next,  the  28th  of  Februaiy,  in  pursuance 
of  the  request  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  13th 
instant,  which  referred  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  of 
January. 

I take  the  liberty  to  add,  that  until  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  my  audience,  I will  not  trespass  on  his 
royal  highness  for  the  purpose  of  being  presented 
to  him. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  my  lord,  your  lordship’s  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

[Signed]  WM.  PINKNEY. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  JV[r.  Pinkney  to  JHr.  Smith, 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  dated  Lon~ 
don,  jVlarch  1, 1811. 

“I  had  my  audience  of  leave  at  Carlton  house 
yesterday.  In  the  course  of  the  short  address 
which  the  occasion  required,  I stated  to  the  prince 
regent  the  grQunds  upon  which -it  had  become  my 
duty  to  take  my  leave  and  to  Commit  the  business 
of  the  legation  to  a charge  d'affaires;  and  I,  con- 
cluded by  expressing'  my  regret,  that  my  humble 
efforts,  in  the  execution  of  the  instructions  of  my 
government,  to  set  to  rights  the  embarrassed  and 
disjointed  relations  of  the  two  countries)  had  whol- 
ly failed,  and  that  I saw  no  reason  to  expect  that  the 
great  work  of  their  reconciliation  was  likely  to  be 
accomplished  through  any  other  agency. 

"'rhe  prince’s  reply  was  of  course  general;  but  I 
ought  to  say  that  (exclusively  of  phrases  of  cour- 
^^esy)  it.contained  explicit  declarations  of  the  most 
amicable  views  and  feelings  towards  the  United 
States.  Lord  Wellesley  was  the  only  person  pre- 
sent at  this  audience. 

Wliile  I was  in  the  outer  room,  wailing  until  the 
prince  regent  was  ready  to  receive  me,  lord  Welles- 
ley told  me  that  they  intended  to  send  out  Mr.  Fos- 
ter immediately.’’ 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Jlfr.  Pinkney,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  the  United  S.tates. 

Cowes,  May  7,  1811, 

I enclose  duplicate  copies  (more  legible  than  those 
transmitted  in  my  letter  of  the  13tii  of  March)  of 
Mr.  Russel’s  communications  to  me  of  the  1st,  llih, 
13th  and  30th  of  .Uecember  last.  They  are  neces- 
sary to  account  for,  not  the ' general  cliaracter  or 
substance  of  my  late  correspondence  witli  lord 
W'ellesle}',  but  th.at  particular  part  of  the  last  para- 
graph of  iny  letter  to  tliat  hohleman  of  tlie  14th  of 
.lamuu-y,  1811,  which  is  contained  in  the  following 
words:  “Tlie  information  which  I have  lately  re- 
ceived from  the  American  iegaiion  at  Pans,  con- 
firms what  I have  already  stated,  and  I think  proved 
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to  your  lordship,  that  those  decrees  are  repealed, 
and  have  ceased  to  have  any  effect. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Wm.  PINKNEY. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  PlN^KMET, 

Pam,  December  1,  1810. 

Sir — As  notliing*  has  transpii-ed  here  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  communicated  by  a special  ines- 
seng-er — and  as  no  safe  private  conveyance  lias 
hitherto  presented  itself  till  now,  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  youi*  letters  under  dates  of  the  7th 
and  28ih  of  October. 

No  event  within  my  knowledge  has  occurred, 
either 'before  or  since  the  first  of  November,  to  vary 
the  construction  given  by  us,  to  the  very  positive 
and  precise  assurances  of  the  duke  of  Cadore,  on 
the  5th  of  August,  relative  to  the  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  That  these  decrees  have 
not  been  executed  for  an  entire  month,  on  any 
vessel  arriving  during  that  time,  in  any  of  the  ports 
of  France,  may,  when  connected  with  the  terms 
in  which  their  revocat.on  was  announced,  fortify 
the'  presumption  that  they  have  ceased  to  operate. 
I know  of  no  better  evidence  than  this  which  the 
negative  character  of  the  case  admits,  or  how  the 
non-existence  of  an  edict  can  be  proved,  except  by 
the  promulgation  of  its  repeal,  and  its  subsequent 
non-execution. 

Our  attention  here  is  now  turned  towards  Eng 
land  and  the  United  States.  The  performance  of 
one  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  revocation  of 
the  decrees  was  predicated,  and  which  is  essential 
to  render  it  permanent,  is  anxiously  expected,  and 
it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  England,  by  evinc- 
ing the  sincerity  of  her  former  professions,  may 
save  the  United  States  from  the  necessity  of  re.sort- 
ing  to  the  measure  which  exclusively  depends  on 
them. 

I need  not  suggest  to  you,  the  importance  of 
■ transmitting  hither  as  early  as  possible  any  infor- 
mation of  a decided  character,  which  you  may  pos- 
sess relative  to  this  subject,  as  an  impatience  is  al- 
ready betrayed  here,  to  learn  that  one  or  the  other 
of  the  conditions  has  been  performed. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  vour  faithful  hum- 
ble servant,  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

His  excellency  JVilUam  Pinhiietj. 


ciliated  the  good  opinion  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  frigate  Essex,  which  arrived  on  tlie  4th  instant, 
at  L’Orient  in  twenty-eight  [days]  from  Norfolk, has' 
brought  the  president’s  proclamation  in  pursuance 
of  the  law  of  the  first  of  May,  the-British  ministrv 
will  be  placed  in  an  awkward  situation.  They  will 
have  to  persevere  in  their  orders  at  the  expense  of 
their  veracity  and  at  the  hazard  of  war  with  the 
United  States,  or  to  withdraw  them  under  very 
equivocal  circumstances,  which  will  give  to  their 
conduct  the  appearance  of  being*  rather  the  result 
of  necessity  than  the  dictate  of  principle.  That  the 
frigate  has  brought  this  proclamation  there  is  good 
cause  to  suppose  from  the  time  when  she  left  the 
U.  States,  being  a few  days,  subsequent  to  the  period 
when  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to 
operate.  If  she  has  brought  this  proclamation,  it 
will  without  doubt,  render  absolute  the  revocation 
of  those  decrees,  whatever  uncertainty  might  have 
before  attended  it.  There  are  probably  then  but  a 
few  days  left  in  which  the  repeal  of  the  British  or- 
ders can  appear  to  be  the  spontaneous  act  of  the 
ministry,  and  I sincerely  hope  that  by  properly  im- 
proving this  short  period,  they  ma;y  do  with  a good 
grace  what  cannot  be  done  afterwards  in  a way  either 
to  save  their  pride  or  deserve  our  friendship. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I shall  change  the  file 
of  the  Journal  de  L’Empire  which  I intended  for 
you  for  that  of  the  Mon  item*. 

I am,  sir,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent humble  serwnt.  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

His  excellency  William  Pinkney. 


COPT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  3IB. 
XET,  DATED 


RUSSEL  TO  MR.  PINK- 


MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  PIXICXET. 

Paris,  December  11, 1810. 

Sir — I have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  22nd  ult.  by  Mr.  Page,  and  I thank  you 
most  sincerely  for  tlie  paper  which  accompanied  it. 
It  is  no  where  more  necessary  than  at  Paris,  to 
hear  both  sides  of  a question  in  order  to  give  a near 
guess  at  the  truth.  The  way  in  which  the  story  is 
told  on  your  side  of  the  channel,  will  enable  me  to 
correct  many  errors  which  it  contaiu.s  as  told  here. 
The  obligations  you  confer  on  me  thl.s  day  I shall 
endeavor  to  dischage  in  kind. 

1 wrote  you  a few  dai's  since  by  the  way  of  Uieppe, 
and  gave  you  the  best  statement  of  affairs  licre  tliat 
the  truth  would  warrant,  in  hopes  that  yo-i  miglit 
oerzve  seme  ad%  antage  from  it.  i assure  you  I have 
felt  disappointed  and  grieved  at  the  concii’.ct  of  the 
British  ministry.  If  they  distrusted  the  sincerity 
of  then*  enemies  with  i*cg.nrdto  the  revocal  ir'ii  of  the 
decrees  here,  still  it  would  have  been  g'ood  policy  to 


Paris,  December  27,  1811. 

Sir — I have  received  your  letters  of  the  5th  and 
6th  of  this  month  by  Mr.  Bowdoin  and  Mr.  Welhs. 

The  vessel  you  mention  (the  Charles')  haying  on 
board  a large  quantity  of  turpentine,  which  is  consi- 
dered here  as  naval  stores,  w'ill  probably  be  condemn- 
ed for  carrying*  contraband  of  war  to  an  enemy,  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  Berlin  and  IMilan  decrees. 

On  the  otiier  hand  the  American  vessels  which 
have  been  permitted  to  land  their  outward  cargoes 
in  the  ports  of  France,  and  to  take  in  return  cargoes 
to  the  United  States,  are,  as  far  as  f can  learn,  but 
two  in  number,  and,  in  fact,  arrived  before  the  first 
of  November,  and  to  them  the  decrees  were  noi 
applicable.  The  other  vessels  which  have  taken 
aivay  cargoes  arrived  here  in  ballast,  and  were  re- 
commended by  special  circumstances  to  the  consi- 
deration of  this  government. 

Nothing  can  therefore  be  inferred  either  for  or 
against  the  revocation  of  the  French  edicts  from  the 
facts  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst. 

Since  I last  wmote,  however,  I have  learnt  llie 
.seizure  and  capture  of  two  or  three  American  ves- 
sels, but  the  course  which  this  goyernment  wiU 
pur.suc  in  relation  to  tiiem  being  marked  out  by  the 
letters  of  tlic  minister  of  jinslice  to  the  president  of 
the  council  of  prizes,  and  from  the  minister  oi 
finance  to  the  director  general  of  the  customs, 
which  you  will  find  in  the  Moniieuvs  which  I here - 
witii  send  to  you,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a 
])a.rticular  detail  of  the  circumstances  which  attend- 
ed lhe.se  cases. 

I am  willing  to  believe  tlnat  wliattHs  governrnent 
has  doncj  altirough  it  may  not  be  entirely  satisfacto- 


have  ■apTiear'ed  to  believe  them  ,':ml  to  havt  acted  jry  to  the  United  State.?,,  will  at  least  be  sufficient  to 
accordingly.  By  pursuing  a different  cour.se  they  pi’ocurc  from  tb.e  Brit  ish  govcninient  arepcal  of  the 
rtunity  of  hoi'.orabiV  re-  orders  in  couitcli,  and  the  lesioration  ot  all 


have  nfissed  a golden  opportunity  oi 
peahng  their  offending  orders;  and 
have  proved  at  onre  then*  own  sine 


to 


rican  property  taken  imuer  iLc-i; 


\rne- 
sir.ee  tiie  first  ot 


.1  cen-  November. 
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It  i.s  po.sslblc  tliat  the  French  cruizers  may  here- 1 
«fter  continue  £heir  depredations,  but  abuses  of  thisj 
kind  are  very  distinct  from  the  operation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  cannot  by  the  most 
extrai'agfant  construction  of  the  law  of  restoration, 
afford  a pi*etext  for  the  continuance  of  tlie  British 
orders. 

I am,  sir,  8cc.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

MU.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  PIRKNUY, 

Pam,  December  30, 1810. 

Sir — A gentleman  called  on  me  last  evening  from 
the  duke  of  C adore,  to  inform  me  that  the  Ame- 
rican schooner  the  Grace  Ann  Green  had  been 
released.  I’his  vessel  arrived  at  Marseilles  since 
the  first  of  November,  and  was  last  from  Gibraltar, 
where  she  had  remained  some  time.  As  she  came 
clearly  witliin  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  her 
release  may  be  considered  as  conclusive  evidence  of 
their  revocation. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  verv  humble 
servant,  (Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

His  excellency  William  Pinhney. 

Correspondence  of  John  Spear  Smithy  Esq.  ovr  present 
charge  des  affaires  in  Great  Britain. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  JOH?T  8.  SMITH,  ESa. 
TO  THE  SECRETARr  OF  STATE,  DATED 

Londoiiy  JVlay  25,  1811. 

“I  had  yesterday  for  the  first  time  an  interview 
with  lord  Wellesley.  I presented  to  him  the  letters 
of  introduction  that  JMr.  Pinkney  had  given  me,  and 
he  received  me  in  tlie  most  polite  manner.” 

MR.  SMITH  CHARGE  DES  AFFAIRES  AT  LONDON,  TO 
THE  MARQ.UIS  WELLESLEY,  DATED 

May  27,  1811. 

My  Lord — T have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship  (from  official  information,  this  day  received  by 
me  from  Paris)  that  all  the  American  vessels  which 
have  voluntary  arrived  in  France,  since  the  first 
of  November,  have  been  admitted.  This  (if  any 
additional  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  wanting)  will  sufficiently  esta- 
blish tlie  fact  of  their  revocation,  as  most  of  the 
vessels  now  admitted,  would  otherwise  have  been 
subject  to  their  operation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  the  greatest  respect, 
your  lordship’s  most  obedient  and  liumble  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  S.  S.MITH. 

Ehe  most  noble  the  marquis  Wellesley y k^c.  Zifc. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  MR.  .TORN  8.  SMITH 
TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  DATED 

Londo Uy  June  8,  i SIX. 

‘TEnclosed  is  the  copy  of  a letter  which  I ad- 
dres.sed  to  lord  Wellesley  on  the  5th  instant.  I had 
delayed  making  tliis  communication,  in  the  hope 
that  I should  do  it  at  the  interview  which  he  had 
promised  me,  and  which  I again  requested  on  the 
third  instant.  I did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
enter  at  length  into  a subject  which  has  been  so 
often  and  so  ably  discussed,  and  on  which  nothing 
has  been  left  to  add.  1 shall,  however,  enter  into 
any  explanations  that  may  be  necessary  when  I 
again  sec  his  lordship.” 

MU.  JOHN  SPEAR  SMITH  TO  LORD  AVELLESI.EY,  / 

13,  Benllch-streety  .Tmv-  5,  1811. 

My  Lord—T  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
your  lo.'*dship  the  copy  of  an  act  passed  duringthe 
last  session  of  Congress,  which,  thougli  it  renews 


1 certain  parts  of  the  non -intercourse  law  against  this 
j country,  yet  it  carefully  gives  to  the  president  the 
authority  to  repeal  it  “when  Great  Britain  shall  so 
revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States.”  In  this,  as  well  as  in  the  other  provisions 
of  the  act,  his  majesty’s  government  cannot  fail  to 
observe  the  invariable  disposition  of  the  United 
States,  to  preserve  harmony  with  Great  Britain, 
and  to  re-establish  that  happy  intercoui*se  between 
the  two  nations,  which  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of 
]>oth  to  cultivate,  and  the  president  confidently  ex- 
pects that  his  majesty  will  not  hesitate  to  abandon 
a system,  always  urged  to  be  merely  retaliatory,  now 
that  its  causes  have  ceased  to  exist. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that 
the  gentleman  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  my  dis- 
patches  to  the  United  States  in  the  John  Adams, 
will  leave  town  on  Friday  evening,  and  that  [ shall 
be  happy  to  forward  by  the  same  conveyance  any 
dispatches  that  your  lordship  may  wish  to  send  to 
the  United  States.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  SMITH. 

The  most  noble  the  marquis  Wellesley. 

JMr.  Smithy  charge  des  affaires  at  Eondony  to  the  se- 
cretary state  offthe  United  States. 

London,  6th  June,  1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a report  of  tlie 
trial  of  the  Fox  and  others. 

The  John  Adams  will  leave  Cowes  this  week. — 
The  messenger  goes  down  to-morrow  evening. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  SMITH. 

The  hon.  the  secretary  of  state  y &c,  &c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  JUr.  J.  S.  Smithy  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state y dated 

London, T6lh  June,  1811. 

*‘On  the  9th  instant,  the  day  after  iMr.  Hamilton 
left  town  with  my  dispatches,  I received  the  enclos- 
ed npte  from  lord  ^V^ellesley,  appointing  Tuesday, 
the  llth,  to  see  me  at  his  house.  T immediately 
wrote  to  captain  Dent  to  detain  the  frigate  until  he 
heard  from  me  again;  but  he  had  gone  to  sea  be- 
fore my  letter  reached  Cowes,  and  I am  now  compel- 
led to  send  this  by  another  opportunitv. 

“I  Wailed  on  lord  Wellesley  according  to  his 
appointment.  He  commenced  the  conversation  by 
observing,  that  whenever  there  was  any  thing  of 
importance  to  be  communicated,  it  was  better  to  do 
it  in  writing,  as  when  merely  verbal,  it  was  liable  to 
be  misunderstocK.1;  that  he  did  not  mean  any  thing 
personally  to  me;  that  the  same  rule  was  observed 
with  other  foreign  agents  here,  and  was  customary. 
I replied,  that  I was  ready  to  pursue  this  system; 
that  in  the  note  which  I had  written  him,  enclo.s- 
ing  the  non-importation  act,  I had  ngt  gone  into  a 
lengthy  discussion,  as  that  whatever  I might  .say 
would  be  only  a recapitulation  of  what  had  so  often 
been  written.  I however  proceeded  to  exjjlain  the 
new  act,  and  to  remark  to  him  the  particular  ami- 
cable nature  of  the  second  section  of  it;  that  I 
conceived  this  to  be  a most  favorable  opporiunii  v 
for  Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  system  of  restric- 
tions, and  particularly  at  this  moment,  when  1 had 
communicated  practical  instances  of  the  repeal  of 
the  of)noxious  measures  of  I'rance.  He  said  that 
he  did  not  think  they  would  do  any  thing  before 
they  heard  from  Mr.  Foster,  v ho  had  full  instruc- 
tions upon  this  and  the  other  points  of  dispute. 

I turned  the  conversation  to  the  subject  of  you.r 
letter  of  the  22d  of  J .inuary,  and  asked  him  if  Mr. 
Pinkney  had  given  any  explanations  about  the  tak- 
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ing"  possession  of  West  Florida.  He  replied,  that 
tlie  first  he  had  heard  of  it  was  throu,^h  Mr.  Mo- 
rier,  tlioug-h  he  had  reason  to  expect  something^ 
from  Mr.  Pinkney;  that  Mr.  Foster  liowever  was  in- 
structed on  this  point.  I asked  if  East  Florida  was 
indued  in  these  instructions?  He  replied  that  it 
wa^.  1 then  communicated  to  him  the  substance 
of  your  letter,  and  explained  with  frankness  the  in- 
tent ions  of  the  U.  States.  He  expressed  his  wish 
that  this,  as  well  as  tlie  other  subjects,  should  lay 
over  until  they  heard  from  America. 

I shewed  him  the  letter  of  the  President  to  his 
majesty,  containing  Mr.  Pinkney’s  permission  to  re- 
turn. He  said  that  it  would  be  proper  that  I should 
write  him  a note,  enclosing  this  letter,  and  request- 
ing him  to  present  it  to  the  prince  regent. 

Tlie  vessels  detained  here  under  the  orders  in 
council  have  not  yet  been  finally  condemned,  aiul  I 
represented  to  lord  Wellesley  how  important  it  was 
that  they  should  be  released,  or  th.at  they  should  be 
still  suspended.  He  said  that  he  desired  it  also,  but 
that  private  rights  being  concerned,  is  was  difficult 
for  government  to  interfere  for  their  longer  suspen- 
sion. I am  induced  to  believe  that  they  will  wait 
until  they  hear  froip  Afr.  Foster. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  John  Spear  Smith,  Esg.  to 
the  aecretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  dated 
Loxdox,  27th  June,  1811. 

‘*I  have  tlie  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  the  final 
decision  of  sir  William  Scoti  in  the  case  of  the  Fox 
and  others. 

“'I'he  court  on  Tuesday  last,  the  25fh  inst.  con- 
demned the  remaining  American  ves.sels  captured 
umler  the  orders  in  council.  As  soon  as  I can  pro- 
cure a correct  list  of  them,  I will  have  the  honor  to 
forward  it.  The  seamen  who  are  left  destitute  by 
condemnatoiivs  will  he  taken  care  of  by  gen.  l.yman. 
They  are  of  course  numerous.  " ' 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  I.  S.  Smith,  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  dated 

London,  July  10,  1811. 

“Enclosed  is  a list  of  the  American  vessels  that 
have  been  condemned  at  tiie  late  sittings  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  ^^vo  only  of  them  have  not  yet 
been  decided  upon.  They  will,  however,  sitare  the 
fate  of  the  others.  VesseLs  and  cargoes  will  be  sold, 
and  the  money  deposited  in  the  court  to  aw'ait  (for 
twelve  months)  the  appeal  of  the  captured,  from 
which  very  little  is,  I fear,  to  be  expected.” 

* Prig  Fox,  captain  Porter,  from  Boston,  cargo 

colonial,  &c.  value  of  vessel  §10,000.  cargo 
§29,500.  ^ 

* Schr.  Betsey,  Lindsey,  M.arblehead,  fish,  oil,  indi- 
go and  cotton,  vessel  3,500,  cargo  21,500. 

* Mary,  Vickerv,  do.  fish,  green,  vessel  2,000. 
cargo  1,800. 

* Polly,  Devereux,  do.  do.  do.  vessel  2,000,  car- 
go 1,800. 

* Ann,  Dolliber,  do.  do.  do.  vessel  2,000,  cargo 

1,800.  *=’ 

* Woodbridge,  Kimman,  Boston,  fish,  oil,  &.c. 
vessel  3,500,  cargo  7,000. 

* Ship  Danube,  Pearce,  New-Yoi  k,  cotton,  rice,  in- 
dk-o,  &c._vessel  20,000,  cargo  35,000. 

* Brig  Matilda,  Lee,  Boston,  cotton,  fish,  teas,  nan- 
keois,  ve.ssel  12,000,  cargo  25,000. 

* Eliza,  Coi  gi,  Piiiladclphia,  cotton,  peltiw.  See 
vessel  8,000,  cargo  38,000. 

* Sidp  Adolphus,  Rrevout,  New-Yovk,  tobacco,  pel-* 
try,  &c.  vessel  20,OtJ0,  cargo,  45,000. 

" Rebecca,  Toby,  ditto-  sugar,  cofrbe.  Sec.  vessel! 
15.000.  cargo  30,000.  ' i 


* Schr.  Two  Sister.s,  Bridges,  Afarblehead,  fish, 
(green)  vessel  2,000,  cargo  1,800. 

* Brig  Garland,  Haft',  Xew-York,  cotton,  indigo  and 
cod,  vessel  8,000,  cargo  30,000. 

* Ship  Betsey,  Milwood,  Norfolk,  tobacco,  vessel 

8.000,  cargo  20,000. 

* Brig  Ida,  Staev,  Boston,  fish,  &c.  dry,  vessel 

13.000,  cargo  7,000. 

* Beauty,  Morris,  Philadelphia,  cotton,  coloni- 
al, &c.  vessel  17,000,  cargo  20,000. 

* Ship  Charles  Wicket,  Weakes,  do.  cotton  and 
peltry,  vessel  10,000,  cargo  25,000. 

f Andrew,  Coggins,  Bayonne,  brandy,  wine, 
silks,  vessel  12,000,  cargo  25,000. 
f Rose  in  Bloom,  Aliot,  do.  do.  do.  vessel  12,000 
cargo  25,000. 

* Projector,  Brown,  New-York,  cotton,  ivory, 
&c.  vessel  8,000,  cargo  30,000. 

t Schr.  Lydia,  Kelham,  Bordeaux,  brandy,  wine, 
silks,  vessel  3,500,  cargo  14,000. 

^ Ship  Eleanor,  Kempton,  Savannah,  cotton,  rice, 
tobacco,  vessel  8,000,  cargo  20,000. 
t Schr.  Helen,  Elkins,  Marblehead,  fish  and  oil, 
vessel  3,500,  cargo  4,000. 
t Brig  Teiemachus,  Berry,  Bordeaux,  brandy,  win§^j 
silks,  vessel  4,000,  cargo  6,000. 

+ Schr.  Lark,  Cloutman,  Marblehead,  fish,  (green) 
vessel  2,000,  cargo  1,800. 

t Ship  Golden  Fleece,  Silkman,  Charleston,  cotton, 
rice,  w^ax.  See.  vessel  25,000,  cargo  45,000. 

^ Louisiana,  Richards,  New-York,  cotton,  kc. 

vessel  7,500,  cargo  15,000. 

§ Brig  Fox,  Goodav,  do.  cotton,  indigo,  vessel 

15.000,  cargo  50,000. 

Total  amount  of  vessels  §256,500 
do.  do.  cargoes  576,000 

Copy  of  a letter  from  John  Spear  Smith,  Esq.  charye 
d’af  Hires  of  the  United  States  at  London  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  dated 

Ldndon,  22d  July,  1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a coj3y  of  Mr. 
Russell’s  letter  to  me  of  the  14th  inst.  which  con- 
tains the  agreeable  intelligence  of  the  release  of 
three  of  th.e  captured  American  vessels.  I shall 
communicate  its  siilistanre  to  tliis  gotCinment  w ith- 
out  the  formality  of  an  official  note,  suppo.sing  that 
Mr.  Foster  is  fully  instructed  on  the  subject  of  the 
orders  in  council;  and  that  any  thing  I might  under 
these  cii  cumstances  ofi'or  would  be  attended  with 
no  advantage.  1 inclose  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell 
of  the  5tli  instant. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed  J.  S.  SMITH. 

Tlie  honorable  the  secretary  of  state. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  .John  S.  Smith,  Esq.  to  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  dated 
Lonoon,  5;h  August,  1811. 

“I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit'to  you,  lord 
Wellesley’s  answer  to  npi'  note  covering  Mr.  lias- 
sell’s  letter  of  ihe  14th  July,  and  also  another  note 
from  his  lordship  on  the  subject,  which  I received 
last  evening.” 

Norr. — The  papers  that  came  in  those  letters 
nade  part  of  die  inclosurcs  in  Air.  Monroe’s  letter 
•f  the  7tli  October,  to  -Mr.  Fo.ster,  and  are  printed 
.'itii  it. 


Condemned  June  18. — f ditto  June  21. — t ditto 
July  5.— § Not  ^e•;  decbled,  h> it  must  be  like  the 
[other. 
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Correspondence  of  Jonathan  Russely  Esq.  charge  des 
ajfaires  in  France. 

MR.  RUrSSEI.  TO  MR.  SMITH,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Paris,  Januai'y,  1811. 

Sir Your  letter  of  tlie  8th  of  November,  relative 

to  the  powers  given  by  this  government  to  its  con- 
suls in  the  United  States,  tmder  its  decree  concern- 
ing licenses,  were  received  by  me  on  the  11th  insi. 
and  the  next  day  I communicated  its  contents  to 
the  duke  of  Cadore  in  a note,  a copy  of  which  you 
will  find  enclosed.  I remain,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

The  honorable  Robert  Smith,  &c.  &c. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  CADORE. 

Paris,  12^/j  January,  1811. 

Sir — ^The  public  journals  and  letters  from  ger.e- 
ral  Armstrong  liave  announced  to  the  American 
government  an  imperial  decree,  by  w'hich  permis- 
sion is  to  be  gi-anted  to  a stated  number  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  to  import  into  France  from  certain  jiorts 
of  the  United  States  the  articles  therein  specified, 
and  to  export  in  return  such  productions  of  the 
French  empire,  as  are  also  enumerated  in  said  de- 
cree. This  trade  it  would  appear  is  to  be  carried 
on  under  the  authority  of  imperial  licenses,  and  can 
only  be  perfected  by  the  act  of  the  French  consul  re- 
siding within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
at  the  specified  ports. 

The  United  States  have  no  pretension  of  right  to 
object  to  the  operation  of  commercial  regulations, 
strictly  municipal,  authorized  by  the  French  go- 
vernmentto  take  effect  within  the  limits  of  its  own 
dominions;  but  I am  instructed  to  state  to  you  the 
inadmissibility  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of 
such  a consular  superintendance  as  tliat  which  is 
contemplated  by  this  decree  respecting  a trade  to 
be  carried  on  under  licenses. 

France  cannot  claim  for  her  consuls,  either  by 
treaty  or  custom,  sucli  a superintendance.  They 
can  be  permitted  to  enjoy  such  legitimate  functions 
only  as  are  sanctioned  by  public  law,  or  by  the  usage 
of  nations  growing  out  of  the  courtesy  of  indepen- 
dent states. 

Besides  the  decree  in  question  professes  to  invest 
certain  consuls  vuth  a power  which  cannot  be  re- 
gularly exercised  in  the  United  States  witliout  the 
tacit  permission  of  the  American  government;  a 
permission  that  cannot  be  presumed,  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  contrary  to  usage,  but  because  consuls 
thus  acting  \voiild  be  exercising  functions  in  the 
United  St.ates,  in  virtue  of  French  authority  only, 
which  tile  American  government  itself  is  not  com- 
petent to  authorise  in  any  agents  whatever. 

If  the  construction  given  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  this  decree  be  correct,  the  go- 
vernment of  France  should  not  for  a moment  mis- 
lead itself  by  a belief  that  its  commercial  agents  will 
be  permitted  to  exercise  the  extraordinai’y  power 
thus  intended  to  be  given  to  them. 

I prav  your  excellency,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

His  excellency  the  duke  of  Cadore. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  SMITH,  SECRETARY  OF  ST.YTE. 

Paris,  21st  January,  1811. 

Sir — On  the  X8th  instant,  I received  a note  dated 
that  day  from  tbe  duke  of  Cadore,  in  answer  to  tlie 
representation  which  I made  to  him  on  the  12th  of 
this  month,  relative  to  the  exceptionable  powers  in- 
tended to  be  exercised  by  the  French  consuls  in  the 
Ignited  States  in  perfecting  the  contemplated  trade 
■anderiicens.es. 


You  will  perceive  with  satisfaction  tliat  not  only 
•bese  powers  but  the  system  itself  under  ivhich  they 
were  to  have  been  exercised  nave  been  abandoned, 

I have  the  honor,  See.  &c. 

Honorable  Robert  Smth,  secretary  of  state. 

THE  DUKE  OF  CADORE  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Paris,  18th  Januai'y,  1811. 

Sir — have  read  wdth  much  atiention  your  note  ol’ 
the  12th  January,  relative  to  the  licenses  intended 
to  favor  the  commerce  of  the  Americans  in  France, 
tliis  system  had  been  conceived  before  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  decrees  of  Berlirt  and  Milan  had  been  re^ 
solved  upon.  Now  circumstances  are  changed  by 
the  resolution  taken  by  tlie  United  States,  to  cause 
their  independence  to  be  respected.  That  which 
has  been  done  before  this  last  epoch  can  no  longer 
serve  as  a rule  under  actual  circumstances. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  mv  high  con.sideration, 
CHAMPAGNY,  DUKE  DE  CADORE. 
The  honorable  *Mr.  Russel. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSAKO. 

Paris,  29th  April,  1811. 

Encouraged  by  the  assurances  wiiich  vour  excel- 
lency was  pleased  to  give  in  the  conversation  which 
I had  tlie  honor  to  hold  w'ith  you  yesterday,  that  the 
French  government  was  disposed  to  promote,  as  far 
as  it  might  be  in  its.  power,  the  success  of  the  mis- 
sion of  the  special  minister  of  the  United  States  to 
tlie  coui’t  of  Denmark,  I dare  persuade' myself  that 
your  excellency  will  teel  no  hesitation  in  returning 
such  an  answer  to  the  following  enquiries,  as  shall 
place  the  fiicts  to  which  they  relate  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility’- of  dqubt  or  controversy: 

1st.  Did  not  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  by 
a dispatch,  dated  the  20th  of  April,  1808,  authorize 
tlie  consuls  of  France  in  the  United  States  to  de- 
liver certificates  of  origin  to  vessels  de.stined  for 
neutral  or  allied  ports,  and  prescribe  the  formalities 
required  for  such  certificates.? 

2d.  Was  not  the  dispatch  of  the  duke  of  Cadore, 
of  the  30th  of  August  last,  the  first  that  lyas  re- 
ceived in  the  United  States,  either  by  the  French 
minister  or  consul  g-eneral  there,  prohibiting  die 
further  delivery  by  French  consuls  of  certificates  of 
origin,  except  to  vcs-sels  destineel  to  Frencli  ports.? 

3rd.  Was  not  this  last  mentioned  di.spatch  first 
received  by  general  Turreau  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  and  for  the  fir.st  time  cornnuinicatcd  by  him 
on  that  day  to  the  French  consuls.  And  were  not 
tliese.consuls  in  tlie  official  and  authorised  jiractice 
until  the  said  13th  of  Novembei’,  of  furnishing  cer- 
tificates of  origin  to  American  ve.sscls  bound  to 
neutral  ports,  or  to  ports  belonging  to  the  allies  of 
France,  and  might  not  somcoftiiese  consuls,  by 
reason  of  their  distance  from  tlie  place  of  residence 
of  general  Turreau  have  lawfully  executed  and  de- 
livered such  certificates  several  days  subsequent  to 
that  time. 

These  facts  are  directly  established  by  the  letter 
of  general  Turreau  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  12th  of 
November  last,  or  necessarily  inferred  from  the  de- 
claration contained  in  that  letter,  and  I cannot  per- 
mit myself  to  doubt  that  your  excellency  will  rea- 
dily repeat  them  in  a fopn  that  shall  claim  the  at- 
tention of  the  Danish  government,  and  induce  it  to 
correct  any  errors  which  an  ignorance  or  misappre- 
liension  of  them  may  have  occasioned  in  its  pro- 
ceeding's against  American  property'; 

I rely  with  the  more  confidence  on  the  frankness 
of  your  excellency  in  according  the  request  now 
pre.seiiled  to  ymu,  as  a refusal  might  npcralethe  con- 
A c.  12.  for  continuation.] 
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« 1 wisjli  no  other  herahJ, 

“ No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actionsy 
*‘To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — HT.ifnT  vm. 
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CONTINUED  FROM  SUPPLEMENT  TO  NO.  11. 

fiscation  of  much  innocent  property,  and  at  the 
same  time  appear  to  Talsify  the  lawful  acts  of  the 
consuls  and  the  official  declaration  of  the  minister 
of  France  in  the  United  States. 

I beg'  leave  lO  I’enew  to  your  excellency  the  assu- 
rance.s.  &c.  he. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

MU.  RUSSEL  TO  MR.  SMITH. 

Paris,  27th  May, 

gir — ^By  the  first  opportuni  y which  presented 
itself  after  the  admission  of  our  vessels  on  the  4th 
of  May,  I communicated  this  event  to  the  American 
charge  d’affaires  at  London,  in  hopes  that  it  might 
be  useful  there.  The  enclosed  is  a copj  of  the 
note  which  I addressed  to  h.m  on  the  occasion. 

1 am,  8cc.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

The  hon.  Robert  Smith, 

Secretary  of  state  of  'the  TJnited  States. 

COPT  OP  X LETTER  FROM  MR  RUSSEL  TO  MR. 

SMITH,  CHARGE  D’AFFAIRES,  hc.  hc.  hc. 

Paris,  IQth  May,  1811. 

I hand  you  herewith,  the  copy  of  a letter  to  me 
from  his  excellency  the  duke  of  Bassano,  dated  the 
*4th  instant,  and  enclosing  a list  of  the  American 
vessels  whose  cargoes  have  been  admitted  by  order 
of  the  emperor. 

As  this  list  contains  all  the  American  vessels  ex- 
cept one  only  whose  papers  were  mislaid,  which 
have  arrived  spontaneously  in  the  ports  of  France, 
since  the  first  of  November  last,  which  had  n-ot 
already  been  admitted — the  measure  adopted  by 
this  government,  may  perhaps  be  considered  to  be 
of  a general  character,  and  a consequence  of  the 
actual  relations  between  the  two  countries;  grow- 
ing out  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  so  far  as  they  violated  the  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  Slates. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  consideration,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

John  S.  Smith,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Paris,  9th  June,  1811. 

Sir — The  case  of  tlie  New-Orleans  Packet  having 
apparently  excited  considerable  interest,  it  m.ay  not 
be  unacceptable  to  you  to  receive  a more  particular 
account  of  it  than  I have  hitherto  transmitted. 

This  vessel  owned  by  Mr.  Alexander  Ruden  of 
New-York,  left  that  place  on  the  25th  of  July,  with 
a clearance  for  Lisbon,  but  actually  destined  for 

* See  this  copy  in  the  enclosures  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sel’s letter  16th  July,  which  will  be  found  i^a  sub- 
sequent part  of  this  corresuondcTice: 


Gibraltar.  Her  cargo,  likewise  the  property  of 
Mr  Ruden,  consisting  of  207  whole  derces  and  31 
half  tierces  of  nee,  330  bags  of  Surinam  cocoa,  10 
hogsheads  of  tobacco,  6 tierces  of  hams,  50  barrels 
of  pork,  60  barrels  of  beef,  200  barrels  of  flour,  30 
tierces  of  beans  and  64  firkins  of  butter.  On  her 
passage  to  Gibraltar  she  was  boarded  by  an  English 
frigate  and  an  Englisi’'  schooner,  and  after  a short 
detention  adlowed  \o  proceed.  On  aiTiv;ngat  Gibral- 
tar, the  26. h of  August,  Mr  Munro,  the  supercar- 
go, proceeded  to  sell  ihe  cargo  h actually  di  posed 
of  tlie  flour,  he  beans  and  •he  butter,  wJien  about 
tlte  20  ih  of  September  a packer  arrived  there  irom 
England,  bringing  newspape’-s  containing  the  publi- 
cation of  the  letter  from  the  duke  of  Cadore  of  ihe  5th 
of  August.  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  Mr. 
Munro  immediavely  suspended  h;s  sales,  and  after 
having  consulted  with  Mr.  Hackley,  die  Ainerican 
consul  at  Cadiz,  he  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  remainder  of  his  cargo  to  Bordeaux.  He  re- 
mained, however,  at  Gibraltar  until  the  22d  of  Oc- 
tober, that  he  might  not  arrive  in  France  before  the 
1st  of  November,  the  day  on  which  tlie  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to  operate.  He  arrived 
in  the  Garonne  on  the  14th  of  November,  but  by 
reason  of  his  quarantine  did  not  reach  Bordeaux 
before  the  3d  of  December.  On  the  5th  of  this 
month  the  director  of  the  customs  there,  seized  the 
New-Orleans  Packet  and  her  cargo  under  the  Milan 
decrees  of  the  23d  November  and  17th  December 
1807,  expressly  set  forth,  for  having  come  from  an 
Epglish  port  and  for  having  been  visited  by  an 
English  vessel  of  war.  These  facts  having  been 
stated  to  me  by  Mr.  IMunro,  or  by  Mr.  Meyer,  the 
American  vice-consul  at  Bordeaux  and  the  principal 
one,  that  of  the  seizure  under  the  Milan  decrees, 
being  established  by  the  process  verbal  put  into  my 
hands  by  Mr.  Martini,  one  of  the  consignees  6f  the 
cargo,  I conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  not  to  suffer  the 
transaction  to  pass  unnoticed  and  thereby  permit  it 
to  grow  into  a violation  of  the  engagements  of  this 
government.  While  I was  considering  the  most 
proper  mode  of  bringi  the  conduct  of  the  custom 

house  officer  at  the  port  under  the  eyes  of  his  supe- 
riors, I learnt  of  the  arrival  of  the  Essex,  at  L’ Orient. 
From  the  time  at  whxh  this  frigate  was  reported  to 
have  left  the  United  States,  I had  no  doubt  that  she 
had  brought  the  proclamation  of  the  president,  an- 
nouncing the  revocation  of  the  very  decrees  undei’ 
which  this  precipitate  seizure  had  been  made.  I 
could  but  think,  therefore,  that  it  was  important  to 
afford  to  this  government  an  opponunity  of  disa- 
vowing the  conduct  of  its  officer,  so  incompatible 
with  the  engagements  on  which  the  president  had 
in  all  probability  reposed  with  confidence,  in  season 
to  shew  that  thi«:  confidence  liad  not  been  mist  imed 
or  misplaced.  To  have  waited  for  the  receipt  of 
the  proclamation  in  order  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
liberation  of  the  New-Orleans  Packet,  appeared 
to  me  » preposteyous  wid  unwortiiy  course  of  pro- 
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ceec\inff,  and  to  be  rothin.^  better  than  absurdly 
ard  barely  employing  the  declaration  of  the  presi- 
dent that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  been 
revoked,  as  the  means  of  obtaining  their  revoca- 
tion. I believed  it  became  me  to  take  higher 
ground,  and  without  confining  myself  to  the  mode 
best  calculated  to  recover  the  pi'Operty,  to  pursue 
that  which  the  dignity  of  the  American  government 
required. 

A crisis  in  my  opinion  presented  itself  which  was 
to  decide  whether  tlie  French  edicts  were  retracted 
as  a preliminary  to  the  execution  of  our  law,  or 
whether  by  the  non-performance  of  one  party  and 
the  prompt  performance  of  the  other,  the  order  in 
which  these  measures  ought  to  stand  was  to  be  re- 
ver8^^,  and  the  American  government  shuffled  into 
the  lead  where  national  honor  and  the  law  required 
it  to  follow.  Uncertain  what  would  be  the  conduct 
of  this  government,  but  clear  what  it  ought  to  be, 
I thought  it  politic  to  present  briefly  the  honest 
construction  of  +be  terms  in  winch  the  revocation 


the  5th  appears  to  have  tlie  application  of  the  Rauj- 
bouillet  decree,  as  unnecessary,  I took  no  notice 

01  lu 

On  ISfonday,  the  17th  of  December,  my  remon- 
strance  w^as  'submitted  to  a council  o commercev 
and  referred  by  it  to  the  director-general  of  the 
customs  for  his  report.  From  this  time  all  further 
proceedings  against  the  New-Orleans  Packet  W'erc 
suspended.  The  papers  tvere  not  transmiiied  to 
the  council  of  prizes,  nor  a prosecution  instituted 
before  that  tribunal  for  the  confiscation  ot  the  pro- 
perty as  was  professedly  tlie  intention  of  the  officers 
concerned  in  tiie  seizure.  This  prosectuion  was 
not  only  abandoned,  but  on  the  9th  of  January  the 
vessel  and  cargo  were  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
the  consignees  on  giving  bond  to  pay  the  estimated 
amount,  should  it  definitively  be  so  decided.-i- 
Nothing  is  now  wanting  to  complete  the  liberation 
of  the  New-Orleans  Packet  and  her  cargo,  but  the 
cancelling  of  h;s  bond. 

It  appe.trs  therefore  that  the  remonstrance  of  the 


of  the  decrees  was  communicated  on  the  5th  of  . tenth  of  December  arrested  the  proceeding  com- 


August,  that  the  condotion^  migh.  not  be  tortured 
into  a pretext  for  continiiing-lhem.  I believed  this 
to  be  the  more  necessarj',  as  no  occasion  had  hither- 
to occurred  of  oflTering  such  an  interpretation.  I 
likewise  supposed  it  to  be  desirable  to  take  from 
tliis  government,  by  a concise  statement  of  facts,  the 
power  of  imputing  neglect  to  the  United  States,  in 
performing  die  act  required  of  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  finding  in  this  neglect  a color  for  again  ex^- 
Siling  the  decrees.  These  were  my  views  in  writ- 
ing  promptly  and  frankly  on  the  occasion. 

So  acceptable  indeed  did  I suppose  it  would  be  th 
tbe  feelings  of  the  American  government  to  obtain 
at  l^t  an  explanation  of  an  act  ostensibly  proving 
tliC  continued  operation  of  the  decrees,  previous  to 
communicating  the  proclamation  of  the  president 
announcing  their  revocation,  although  I leceived 
this  proclamation  on  the  13 ih  of  December,  I de- 
ferred the  communication  of  it  to  the  Duke  af  Ca- 
dore  until  the  J7th  of  that  month,  nor  should  I 
then  have  communicated  it,  had  not  an  interview 
with  him  on  the  l^h  led  me  to  believe  that  much 
time  might  be  neceeary  to  procure  official  reports 
from  the  custom-house  relative  to  the  seizure  in 
quQstion,  and  that  until  these  leports  were  received, 
it  would  be  impossible  formally  to  explain  or  cor- 
rect this  proceeding.  When,  however,  X declined, 
uninstructed  as  I was,  incui’ring  the  responsibility 
of  this  protracted  delay,  and  decided  on  communi- 
cating the  proclamation  before  a satisfactory  expla- 
nation was  received,  I took  care  to  guard  against 
any  misconstruction,  by  explicitly  declaring  at  the 
outset  that  this  proclamation  ‘ffiad  been  issued 
ulone  on  the  ground  that  tJie  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  did  not  depend  on  any 
condition  previously  to  be  performed  by  the  United 
States.” 

The  custom-house  officers  at  Bordeaux  com- 
unlading  the  New-Orleans  Packet  on  the 
10th ^f  December,  and  completed  this  work  on  the 
20th  tliat  month,  as  appears  by  their  proces-nicr- 
beaux  o,f  those  dates.  That  of  the  20th  expressly 
declares  that  the  confiscation  of  this  property  was 
to  be  pursued  before  the  imperial  council  of  prizes 
at  Paris,  according  to  the  decrees  of  the  23d  of 
November  and  17th  of  December,  1807,  or,  in 
other  words  the  decrees  of  Milan,  The  deci-ee  of 
the  23d  of  Mawh,  or  the  Bambouillet  dec;ee,  is 
also  mentioned,  but  as  I wrote  my  note  of  tlie  10  di 
of  December,  with  a view  only  to  the  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Cadore,  announcing  relocation  ot  the 


piainedof  before  it  bad  assumed  a definite  charac- 
ter, or  unequivocally  become  a breach  of  faith,  and 
not  only  rescued  the  property  from  the  seizure  with 
which  It  had  been  visited,  but,  by  procuring  its 
admission,  placed  ii  in  a situation  more  favorable 
than  that  of  many  other  vessels  and  cargoes  wh.fch 
continued  to  be  holden  in  a kkid  of  morte-main  by 
the  suspension  of  all  proceedings  with  regard  to 
them. 

I have  the  honor  to  bC;  Sec.  8cc. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

James  Monroe y Esq.  &c.  &c. 

P.  S.  July  5.  I have  the  satisfaction  to  announce 
to  you,  that  since  writing  the  above,  an  order  hast 
been  given  to  cancel  the  bond,  and  a letter  just  re- 
ceived from  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
Slates  at  Bordeaux-  informs  me  that  it  is  actually 
cancelled. 

MR.  EUSSEL  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Paris,  Uth  Jnlt/y  1811. 

Sir— r have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herein  a copy 
of  my  note;  of  the  8th  instant,  to  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  claiming  the  release  of  twenty-thr5c  Ameri- 
can  seamen  stated  to  liave  been  pressed  into  the 
French  service  at  Dantzic  and  in  its  vicinity. — 
When  I called  on  the  Duke  on  the  9th,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  this  note,  and  said  that  lie 
should  immediately  write  to  the  minister  of  marine 
on  the  subject.  In  the  conversation  which  I had 
with  him  yesterday,  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
performed’  this  engagement,  and  that  the  minister 
of  marine  had  replied,  that  no  American  citraens 
had  been  pressed  by  his  ordersr  that  the  city  of 
Dantzic  had  been  requmed  to  furnish  a certain 
number  of  seamen,  and  was  alone  responsible  for 
the  manner  in  which  it  bad  complied  with  this  re- 
quisition. The  Duke  of  Bassano  also  added,  that 
my  note  had  been  laid  before  the  emperor,  and  that 
his  majesty  had  ordered,  that  on  the  arrival  of  th« 
seamen  from  Dantzic  at  Antwerp,  where  they  were 
expected  yesterday,  all  tliat  were  American  citizens 
should  be  discharged,  and  the  city  of  Dantzic 
should  be  requii-ed  to  furnish  others  in  their  stead. 
From  the  solicitude  which  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
evidently  discovered  to  get  rid  of  the  imputation  of 
having  pressed  our  citizens,  I doubt  not  every  thing 
will  be  done  in  this  affair  to  remove  all  cause  of 
complaint.  I am,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL.  • 


Dej’ljn  antj  Milaij  decrees,  and  as  the  j^tces-verhal  of'  The  ^'ecretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
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MK.  RUSSEL  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSAVO. 

Paris,  Sth  July,  1811. 

Sir — I have  jiist  received  intorraation  by  leiite; 
ft’om  J.  W.  Zubre,  Esq.  who  holds  a commission  as 
consulof  the  United  Slates  at  Stettin,  that  on  the 
17 Lh  uU.  t-ioenty. three  American  seamen  passed  tha- 
pl.<ce  under  escort  of  a French  guard  to  be  put  on 
board  .he  ships  of  war  at  Antwerp.  It  is  represent- 
ed to  me  that  the.se  se:  men  had  been  forcibly  press- 
ed at  Dantz  c and  other  places  on  he  Baltic  by  or- 
der of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  marine.  In 
condrm.:tion  of  this  Let  I have  a letier  from  captain 
Ciiarle.s  Payne,  of  the  .\merican  sh;p  Atlantic,  tak- 
en into  Dantzic  by  :i  French  cruiser,  stating  that 
twelve  of  his  men,  including  Hs  mate,  had  been 
pressed  in  this  way  at  that  place.  These  twelve 
jT.yu  prob:  bly  constitute  a part  of  the  twenty -three 
ibove-mentioned. 

It  is  my  duty  to  engage  your  excellency  to  cause 
an  enquiry  to  be  had  by  the  competent  authority  in- 
to these  f icts,  and  to  procure  the  release  of  all  the 
seamen  above-mentioned,  who  are  citizens'of  the 
United  S .a  es.  I prav  your  excellency  to  accept,  &c. 

(Signed)  ' JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

His  excellency  the  Titike  of  Bassano. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  JVlr.  Bnssel  to  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States,  dated 
/ Paris  15ih  July,  1811. 

On  the  5th  of  tliat  month  [May]  I leceived  a note 
(No.  1.]  from  the  duke  of  Bassano,  dated  the  4th, 
containing  a list  of  sixteen  American  vessels  whose 
cargoes  had  been  admitted  by  order  of  the  empe- 
ror. I immediately  transmitted  to  you  several  co- 
pies of  this  communication,  and  I gave  you  on  the 
Sth  such  an  account  [No.  1.]  of  the  admitted  cases 
as  might  aid  you  in  forming  a correct  estimate  of 
^he  political  value  of  the  measure  adopted  in  their 
fevor. 

Although  I was  fully  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  an  early  decision  in  favor  of  the  captured 
vessels,  none  of  which  had  been  included  in  the 
list  above-mentioned,  yet  I deemed  it  proper  to  wait 
a few  days  before  I made  an  application  upon  the 
subject.  By  this  delay  I gave  the  government  here 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  necessary  infor- 
mation concerning  these  cases,  and  of  pursuing 
spontaneously  the  course  vrhich  the  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  appeared  to  require.  On 
the  11th,  however,  having  learned  at  the  council  of 
prizes,  that  no  new  order  had  been  received  there, 
I judged  it  my  duty  no  longer  to  remain  silent,  lest 
this  government  should  erroneously  suppose  that 
what  had  been  done  was  completely  satisfactory  to 
the  United  States,  and,  construing  my  silence  into 
an  acquiescence  in  this  opinion,  neglect  to  do  more. 
1 therefore  on  that  day  addressed  to  the  duke  of 
Bassano,  my  note  [No.  3.]  with  a list  of  American 
vessels  captured  since  the  1st  of  November.  On 
the  16th,  I learnt  that  he  had  laid  this  note,  with  a 
general  report  on  it,  before  the  emperor,  but  that 
his  maje.sty  declined  taking  any  decision  with  re- 
gard to  it  before  it  had  been  submitted  to  a council 
of  commerce.  * Unfortunately  this  council  did  not 
meet  before  the  departure  of  the  emperor  for  Cher- 
bourg, and  during  his  absence,  and  the  festivals 
W'hich  succeeded  it,  there  was  no  assemblage  of 
this  body. 

Immediately  on  receiving  the  communication  of 
Uie  duke  of  Bassano  of  the  fourth  of  May,  1 ad- 
dressed him  a note  [No.  4]  concerning  the  brig 
Good  Intent,  detained  at  St.  Andero.  Although 
this  vessel  had  in  fact  been  captured,  yet  from  the 
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oeculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  I hoped  that 
-siic  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  those 
which  had  been  admitted.  The  answer  [No.  5.] 
which  was  returned  by  the  duke  of  Bas.sano,  dated 
Jie  2.5  Ji  and  received  the  28ih,  announced  to  me, 
iowever,  that  this  affair  must  be  carried  before  the 
council  of  prizes.  Wishing  to  rescue  this  case 
from  this  inauspicious  mode  of  proceeding,  I again 
addressed  him  in  relation  to  it,  in  a note  (No.  6)  on 
the  2nd  of  June.  If  I could  not  obtain  at  once  the 
restoration  of  this  vessel,  it  wag  desirable,  at  least, 
that  she  should  be  committed  to  the  benefit  of  the 
general  measure,  which  I insinuated  might  be  taken 
in  favor  of  the  captured  class  mentioned  in  rny  note 
of  the  11th  of  May. 

As  in  this  note  I have  stated  the  case  of  the  Good 
Intent  to  be  analogous  to  those  ol  the  Hare  and  the 
John,  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  to  you  both  tlie 
points  of  resemblance  and  diversity,  in  orde:  to  re- 
concile this  note  with  m\  declaration,  that  l o cap- 
tured vessel  was  on  the  list  of  the  4th  of  May.  The 
cases  agree  in  the  destination  to  places  under  the 
authority  of  France,  and  in  the  arre.station  by  laun- 
ches in  the  service  of  the  French  governmem — they 
differ  in  the  Hare  and  John,  having  already  before 
they  were  taken,  arrived  at  the  port,  and  witliin  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  country  to  which  they 
were  bound,  and  the  Good  Intent  having  been  tak- 
en without  such  jurisdiction,  and  conducted  to  a 
port  to  which  she  was  not  destined.  The  taking 
possession  of  the  Hare  and  the  John,  may  be  consi- 
dered then  as  a seizure  in  port,  and  that  of  the 
Good  Intent  as  a capture  on  the  high  seas 

On  perceiving  that  the  schooner  Friendship  was 
not  named  in  the  list  of  admiried  ve.sseis,  I caused 
enquiry  to  be  made  at  the  custom-house  concern- 
ing the  cause  of  this  omission.  It  was  stated  that 
her  papers  had  been  mislaid,  but  that  search  was 
making  for  them,  and  that  when  found,  a report 
Would  immediately  be  made.  I waited  for  this  re- 
port until  the  18lb  of  May,  but  finding  it  had  not 
been  made,  I conceived  it  might  be  useful,  in  order 
to  accelerate  it,  and  to  I’ender  Complete  the  admis- 
j sion  of  the  entire  class  to  which  this  case  belonged, 
to  attract  towards  the  Friendship,  the  attention  of 
the  nrinisterof  foreigpi  relations.  With  this  vie^T 
I presented  to  him  my  note  (No.  7)  of  that  date. 

Having  reflected  much  on  the  condition,  attach- 
ed to  the  admission  of  the  American  cargoes,  to  ex- 
port two  thirds  of  the  proceeds  in  silks,  and  being 
persuaded  that  the  tendency  of  this  restriction,  ad- 
ded to  the  dangers  of  a vigilant  blockade  and  to  tlie 
exactions  of  an  excessive  tariff,  was  to  annihilat  e jill 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countr  es, 
I believed  it  would  not  be  improper  for  me  to  oficr 
to  this  government  a few  remarks  on  the  subject. 
This  I was  the  more  inclined  to  do,  as  it  tvas  to  be 
apprehended  that  this  condition  was  not  iinpo.sed 
as  an  expedient  for  temporary  purposes  onlv,  but 
that  it  was  intended  to  be  continued  as  the  es.sem  ial 
part  of  a permanent  system.  In  a note,  therefore, 
of  the  10th  of  June,  (No.  8)  I suggested  to  the  duke 
of  Bassano  the  evils  which  might  be  expected  na- 
turally to  result  from  the  operation  of  this  restric- 
tion on  exports.  It  is  indeed  apparent  that  a trade 
that  has  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  British  blockade, 
and  is  crushed  tvith  exravagant  duties  inwards,  and 
shackled  with  this  singular  restriction  outwards, 
cannot  continue. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  tlie  John 
Adams,  reached  Paris,  and  ipforiped  me  that  this 
vessel  had  arrived  at  Cherbourg.  Unwilling  to 
close  my  dispatches  by  her,  without  being  able  to 
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communicate  something  of  a more  definite  and  sa- 
tisfactory character,  than  any  thing*  whicli  had 
hitherto  transpired,  I immediately  called  at  the 
office  of  foreig*n  relations,  but  the  minister  being  at 
St.  Cloud,  I was  obliged  to  postpone  the  interview 
Which  i sought  until  the  Tuesday  following.  At 
this  interview  I stated  to  him  the  arrival  of  the  fri- 
gate, and  my  solicitude  to  transmit  by  her  to  the 
United  States,  some  act  qf  his  government.  Justify- 
ing the  expectation  with  w^hich  the  important  law, 
which  she  had  brought  hither  had  undoubtedly 
been  passed.  I urged  particularly  a reply  to  my 
note  of  the  11th  of  May  relative  to  the  captured 
vessels,  and  observed  that  although  the  mere  pecu- 
niary value  of  this  property  might  not  be  great, 
yet  in  a political  point  of  view,  its  immediate  libe- 
ration was  of  the  utmost  consequence.  I intimated 
to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  my  anxiety  was  such 
to  communicate  by  the  John  Adams,  a decision  of 
these  captures  to  the  American  government  that  I 
would  detain  this  vessel  until  I had  received  it. — 
He  replied  that  his  sentiments  accorded  precisely 
with  mine  in  this  matter,  and  ascribed  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  to  the  same  causes  as  I have 
assigned,  ile  assui’cd  me,  however,  that  he  woul  J 
inimediately  occupy  himself  again  with  this  busi- 
ne.ss,  and  unless  a council  of  commerce  should  be 
holden  within  a few  days,  he  would  make  a special 
report  to  the  emperor,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
decision  from  him  in  person.  He  approved  my 
intention  of  detaining  the  frigate,  and  engaged  to 
do  whatever  might  depend  on  him,  to  enable  me  to 
dispatch  her  with  satisfaction.  He  added  that  he 
had  already  made  enquiries  of  the  competent  au- 
thorities, concerning  the  Good-Intent  and  Friend- 
ship, and  that  when  their  reports  should  be  receiv- 
ed, he  would  do  whatever  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  might  warrant. 

I now  suggested  to  him  the  evils  wliich  resulted 
to  our  commercial  intercourse  with  France,  from 
the  great  uncertainty  which  attended  it,  owing  to 
the  total  want  on  their  part  of  clear  and  general  re- 
gulations. After  making  a few  observations  in  ex- 
planation of  this  remark,  I requested  to  know  if  he 
would  have  any  communication  to  make  to  me  on 
■ the  subject  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  John 
Adams.  I was  led  to  make  this  enquiry  from  in- 
formation which  I had  indirectly  obtained,  that 
several  resolutions  for  the  regulation  of  our  trade, 
had  been  definitively  decreed.  He  replied  that  no 
such  communication  would  be  made  here,  but  that 
Mr.  Semirier  would  be  fully  instructed  on  this 
head.  The  resolutions  just  mentioned,  as  far  as  I 
have  learnt,  are  to  admit  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  (excepting  sugar)  without  special  permits  or 
licenses,  to  admit  coffee,  sugar  and  other  colonial 
produce  with  such*permits  of  licenses,  and  to  pro- 
hibit every  tiling  arriving  from  Great  Britain  or 
places  under  her  control. 

He  again  mentioned  the  discovery  of  the  regula- 
tion of  the  year  twelve,  authorising  the  certificates 
of  origin  for  French  ports  only,  or  for  ports  in  pos- 
session of  the  French  armies,  but  declared  that  af- 
ter the  most  thorough  examination  of  the  archives 
of  his  department,  no  document  or  record  had  been 
found  permitting  these  certificates  to  be  granted 
for  the  ports  of  neutral  and  allied  powei'S.  He 
agsin,  liowever,  professed  a favorable  disposition  to- 
wards our  neg-ociations  in  Denmark,  and  said — “le 
succes  de  la  mission  de  la  monsieur  Erving  s^ac- 
corderait  parfaitement  avec  nos  sentimens,  and  ne 
coutrairerait  nullement  notre  politique.” 

\^^ith  the  I'iew  above  stated  I detained  the  John 
Adams  until  the  9th  instant.  I had  from  time  to 


time,  in  the  mean  while,  informed  myself  of  tlie 
proceedings  with  regard  to  the  captured  vessels, 
and  ascertained  that  in  fact,  the  duke  of  Bassano  had 
made  a report  in  relation  to  them.  The  emperor, 
it  appears,  however,  still  wished  for  the  decision  of 
his  couned  of  commerce,  and  the  report  was  laid 
before  them  on  the  first  of  this  month,  being  the 
first  time  they  had  assembled,  since  the  date  of  my 
letter  of  the  Uth  of  May.  I waited  in  daily  expec- 
tation of  hearing  the  result  of  their  deliberations, 
until  the  9th  inst.  when  conceiving  sufficient  time 
had  been  allowed  for  receiving  it,  and  not  feeling 
perfectly  at  my  ease  under  the  responsibility  I was  in- 
curring for  the  unauthorised  detention  of  the  John 
Adams,  I determined  to  learn  from  the  duke  of 
Bassano  in  person,  what  I might  reasonably  expect 
in  the  matter.  I accordingly  procured  an  interview 
with  him  on  the  day  last  mentioned.  I reminded 
him  of  what  had  passed  at  our  conference  on  the 
18th  ultimo,  and  told  him  that  in  consequence  there- 
of I had  kept  the  ship,  but  I could  not  with  proprie-^ 
ty  detain  her  longer  witliout  the  evident  prospect 
of  obtaining  from  the  French  government,  tlie  re- 
j lease  of  the  c*a]itured  vessels.  He  expressed  a tion- 
victioU  of  the  justice  of  my  obse^;vations,  and  as- 
sured me  that  he  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving a decision  on  the  captured  cases,  and  hoped 
that  the  John  Adams  might  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn- without  it.  I thereupon  consented  to  keep  my 
dispatches  open,  until  the  18th,  assuring'  him  that 
I could  not  take  upon  myself  to  protract  the  deten- 
tion of  the  John  Adams  beyond  that  period. 

On  the  13th  about  one  o’clock,  I received  a note 
from  the  duke  of  Bassano,  of  which  the  inclo.sed 
(i|^o.  9)  is  a copy.  I waited  upon  him  immediately, 
and  was  informed  that  the  Two  Brothers,  the  Good 
Intent  and  the  Star,  three  of  the  captured  vessels, 
had  been  liberated.  He  added  that  no  unnecessary 
delay  would  be  allowed  in  deciding’  upon  the  whole. 

I shall  dispatch  Mr.  Hamilton  this  day,  and  I 
shall  send  with  him  a messenger  to  be  landed  on  the 
other  side,  who  will  carry  to  Mr.  Smith  an  account 
(No.  10)*  of  wh  at  has  been  done  here,  to  be  used  by 
him  as  he  shall  judge  proper. 

[No.  1.]  Translation. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO  TO  MR,  RUSSEL. 

Paris,  4:th  1811. 

Sir — I hasten  to  announce  to  you  that  fiis  majesty 
the  emperor  has  ordered  his  minister  of  finance  to 
authorise  the  admission  of  the  Americ.an  cargoes 
which  had  been  provisionally  placed  in  deposit  on 
their  arrival  in  France. 

I have  the  honor  to  send  to  you  a list  of  the  ves- 
sels to  which  these  cargoes  belong;^  they  will  have 
to  export  the  amount  of  them  in  national  merchan- 
dize, of  which  two-thirds  will  be  silks. 

I have  not  lost  a moment  jn  communicating  to 
jmu  a measure  perfectly  in  accord  v;ith  the  senti- 
ments of  the  union  and  friendship  which  exists  be- 
tween the  two  powers. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  bf  my  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  DUG  DE  BASSANO. 

[No.  2.] 

MR.  RUSSEL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  0?  STATE.  ‘ 

Paris,  Sth  Jifay,  1811. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the 
6th  instant,  by  various  ports,  several  copies  of  the 
note  of  tlie  duke  of  Bassano,  to  me  on  the  4th, 


* See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Russel  to  Mr.  Smith, 
charge  des  affaires,  See.  &c.  dated  14th  July,  enclos- 
ed in  Mr.  Moni*oe’s  letter  of  17tli  Oct.  to  Mr,  Foster 
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containing  a list  of  the  vessels,  the  admission  of 
whose  cargoes  had  been  authorised  by  the  emperor. 

This  list  comprises  all  the  American  vessels 
which  had  arrived,  witliout  capture  in  the  ports  of 
France  or  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  since  the  first  of 
November,  and  which  had  not  already  been  admit- 
ted, excepting  the  schooner  Friendship. 

The  papers  of  the  Fi-iendship  had  been  mislaid  at 
the  custom-house,  and  no  report  of  her  case  made  to 
the  emperor. 

As  the  New-Orleans  Packet  and  her  cargo  had 
been  given  up  on  bond  in  January  last,  there  can 
be  no  longer  any  question  with  regard  to  their  ad- 
mission; but  to  make  their  liberation  complete,  the 
bond  should  be  cancelled. 

All  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  list,  excepting 
the  Grace-Ann-Green,  had  come  direct  from  the 
United  States,  without  having  done  or  submitted 
to  any  known  act,  which  could  have  subjected  them 
to  the  operation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
fiad  these  decrees  continued  in  force. 

The  Grace-Ann-Green  stopt  at  Gibraltar,  remain- 
ed many  days  there,  and  in  proceeding  thence  to 
Marseilles  was  captured  by  an  English  vessel  of  war. 
The  captain  of  the  Grace-Ann-Green,  with  a few  of 
his  people,  rose  upon  the  British  prize-crew,  re-took 
his  vessel  from  them  and  carried  her  and  them  into 
the  port  to  which  she  was  bound. 

The  captain  considered  this  re-capture  of  his  ves 


be  immediately  released  and  that  orders  will  be 
given  to  bring  on  the  trials  of  the  remainder,  should 
such  a course  be  judged  indispensable,  without  any 
unnecessary  delay. 

The  measure  for  which  I now  ask,  being  in  per- 
fect accord  with  the  friendly  sentiments  which  pre- 
vail beuveen  the  two  countries,  I persuade  myself 
will  obtain  the  early  assent  of  his  majesty. 

I pra)  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  mv  highest  consideration. 

(Sig'aed)  JONATHAN  RUSSEL. 

Uh  excellency  the  duke  of  JBassano,  &c.&c, 

-List  of  American  vessels  taken  by  French  privateers^ 

since  the  first  of  J\Tovember  1810,  and  carried  into 

the  ports  of  France. 

Robinson  Ova,  from  Norfolk  to  London,  cargo 
(tobacco,  cotton  and  staves,  taken  21st  December, 
1810,  into  Dunkirk. 

Mary  Ann,  Charleston,  do.  cotton  and  rice,  od 
March,  1811,  do. 

General  Eaton,  from  London,  to  Charleston,  in 
ballast,  6th  December  do.  Calais. 

Neptune,  do.  do.  do.  Dec.  do.  Deippe. 

Clio,  do.  Philadelphia,  English  manufactures,  do. 
do.  do.  vessel  lost  off  Trequier,  part  of  the  cargo 
saved. 

Two  Brothers,  Boston,  St.  Malo,  cotton,  indigo, 


potashes,  cod-fish,  fish-oil  and  dye-w'oods,  20th  do. 

_ v'ido.  St.  Malo,  N.  B.  this  vessel  was  taken  within 

sel  as  an  act  of  resistance  to  the  British  orders  in  territorial  jurisdiction  of  France, 
council,  and  as  exempting  his  property  from  the ; g 

oper.ation  of  the  French  decrees  professedly  issued  &c.  2d  PebruarvUo.  Marseilles 

in  retaliation  of  those  orders.  He  likewise  made  a . ■ Tarragona,  40,000  staves, 

merit  of  delivering  to  this  government  nine  of  its  2yth  January,  do.  do.  do. 

enemies  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  ot  war.  

His  vessel  was  liberated  in  December,  and  his  [Xo.  4.] 

cargo  the  beginningof  April  last,  and  there  is  some  mr.  russel  to  the  duke  of  bassaxo. 

difficulty  in  precisely  ascertaining  whether  this  ParisyJMay 

liberation  was  predicated  on  the  general  revocation  x feel  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  your  excellency, 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  or  on  a special  ex.  that  the  American  brig,  Good-Intent,  from  ^lar- 
emption  from  them,  owing  to  the  p.vticular  circum-  biehead,  with  a cargo  of  oil,  fish,  cocoa  and  staves, 
gtances  of  the  case.  bound  to  Bilboa,  was  captured  in  December  last,  by 

It  IS  somewhat  singular  tins  vessel  was  placed  on  armed  launch  in  the  service  of  the  French  go- 
the  list  ofthe  4th  inst.  when  she  had  been  liberated  vernment,  and  carried  into  Santander.  Mr.  j!  F. 
and  her  cargo  admitted  so  long  before.  Rattier,  the  consul  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  at 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that  no  Ame-  place,  has  taken  possession  of  the  cargo  and 
rican  vessel  captured  since  the  1st  of  November  sold  that  part  which  was  perishable,  retaining  in 
has  yet  been  released  or  had  a trial.  ^ hands  the  proceeds,  and  placing  in  depot  the  ar- 

These  are  tue  explanations  which  belong  to  the  tides  unsold  until  he  shall  receive  the  superior  or- 
measure  I had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  on  of  his  government. 

tlie  6th  instant,  and  maj^  afford  some  assistance  in  present  flattering  appearance  that  the  rela- 

formmg  a just  appreciation  of  its  extent  and  chai’-  tions  between  France  and  the  United  States  will  be 
t-  i-  preserved  on  the  most  amicable  footing,  encoura- 

^ I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  considera,  to  hope  that  the  case  of  the  Good-Intent, 

tion  and  respect,  your  faithful  and  assured^servant,  lifter  the  long  detention  tliat  has  occurred,  will  at- 
(Signed)  JGNA.  RUSSEL.  , tract  the  early  attention  of  the  French  government, 

and  that  the  property  will  be  restored  to  the  Ame- 
[No.  3.]  rican  owner. 

»l».  niTssEL  TO  the  DUKE  OF  BAssANo.  X prav  voui*  cxccllency  to  accept  the  assurances. 

Paris,  11/;^  May,  1811.  Qf  consideration. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  excel- j (Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

Icncy  a list  of  tlie  American  vessels,  which  accord- ; excellency  the  duke  of  Bassano, 
iug  to  the  information  I have  obtained,  have  been 
captured  hj^  Frei'ch  privateers  since  the  first  of  No- 
vember last,  and  brought  into  the  ports  pf  France. 

All  proceedings  in  relation  to  those  vessels  have 
been  suspended  in  tlie  council  of  prizes,  with  the 
same  view,  no  doubt,  as  the  proceedings  in  the  cus- 
tom-house had  been  deferred  with  regard  to  those 
which  had  arrived  voluntarily.  The  friendly  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  encourages  me  to  hope  that 
such  ofthe  former  at  least  as  were  bound  to  French 
ports,  or  to  the  ports  ofthe  allies  of  France,  or  to 
t^e  United  States,  especially  those  in  ballast,  will 


7ninisier  of  exterior  relations. 

[No.  5.] 

DUC  DE  BASSAXO  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Paris,  25th  May,  1811. 

SiB-r-The  object  of  the  letter  you  have  done  me- 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  the  7th  of  this  month, 
was  to  remonstrate  against  the  sequestration  of  the 
American  ship  the  “Good-Intent,”  which  bad  been 
can-ied  into  St.  Andero  by  a French  vessel. 

The  minister  of  tbs  marine  to  whom  I hastened 
to  v;rite  on  this. subject,  has  just  answered  me,  that 


^14 
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the  case  is  carried  before  the  council  of  prize- 
which  is  alone  competent  to  decide  on  the  validiiN 
of  the  capture.  He  adds  that  it  is  before  tha. 
tribunal,  that  the  owners  of  the  Good  Intent  ouglv. 
to  be  prepired  to  establish  their  rights,  and  that  he 
will  have  no  other  agency  in  this  affair,  than  to 
cause  to  be  executed  the  dicision  which  shall  be 
made. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  conside- 
ration. 

(Signed)  LE  DUG  D^E  BASSANO. 

JUr.  Russely  charge  dea  ajfdirea 

of  the  United  States  of  America^ 

[No.  6.] 

Jin.  EU88SI,  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  bASSAISO. 

Paris,  2d  June  1811. 

By  the  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  25th  ult.  I perceive 
that  the  minister  of  marine  declines  interfering  in 
the  case  of  the  American  brig,  the  Good  Intent 
except  to  enforce  the  decision  which  the  council  of 
prizes  may  render. 

As  the  Good  Intent  was  captured  bound  to 
port  in  the  possession  of  the  French  armies,  by  a 
launch  in  the  service  of  the  French  goveimment,  I 
had  persuaded  myself  she  would  not  be  treated  as  a 
prize,  blit  that  she  would  be  restored  like  the  John 
and  the  Hare  at  Civita  Vecchia,  without  the  delay 
of  a formal  trial.  It  was  in  this  expectation,  that  I 
’omitted  to  place  her  on  the  list  of  American  ves 
eels  captured  since  the  first  of  November  last,  which 
i had  tile  honor  to  address  to  your  excellency  in 
my  note  of  the  11th  ult.  If  his  majesty  the  emperor 
ehouid  find  it  improper  upon  being  acquainted  with 
the  Circumstances  of  this  case  to  distinguish  it  from 
cases  of  ordinary  capture,  I presume  there  will  be 
tio  objection  to  extending  to  it  the  benefit  of  any  ge- 
neral decision  which  may  be  taken  in  regard  to 
those  mentioned  in  the  list  aforesaid. 

I pray  your  ex<iellency  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  my  highest  consideration. 

■ (Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL 

Jlis  excellency  the  duke  of  Bassaiib.  ' 

[No.  7.] 

WE.  EUSSEIi  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSAKO. 

Paris,  V6th  JS/tay,  1^11. 

On  examining  the  list  of  vessels  whose  cargoes 
have  been  admitted,  and  which  your  excellency 
did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  to  me  in  a note  dated 
the  fourth  of  this  month,  I have  discovered  that  the 
schooner  Friendship  has  been  omitted. 

This  vessel,  as  I am  informed,  arrived  at  Bor- 
deaux on  the  6th  of  Decerhber  last,  with  a cargo  of 
coffee,  which  from  long  detention,  has  suffered  con- 
siderable damage.  As  there  ds  no  circumstance, 
within  my  knowledge,  to  distinguish  the  cargo  of 
this  vessel  froih  those  which  have  been  admitted,  I 
doubt  not  that  her  case  will  be  enquired  after,  and 
that  she  will  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as 
the  others. 

• I pray  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurance 

^of  mv  higliest  consideration.  ' 

(Signed)  - JONA.  RUSSEL. 

Jlis  excellenc!!  the  ditke  of  Bassano, 

• rninister  of  exterior  relations'. 

[No.  8.] 

MB.  HUSSEL  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BA9SAXO, 

Paris,  lp?A  June,  1811, 
conceive  to  be  my  duty  to  represent  to 
your  excellency,  that  the  condition,  attached  to  the 


dmission  of  American  property  in  Fnuicc,  to  ex- 
hort two  thirds  the  amount  in  silks,  is  anercled 
with  great  inconvenience  and  loss  to  the  Amer.can 
merchant. 

A general  requisition  to  export  the  neat  proceeds 
of  imported  cargoes  in  .he  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  French  empire,  would  have  been  so 
obviously  intended  to  favor  its  industry  and  to 
prevent  any  indirect  advantage  resulting  to  its 
enemy  by  the  remittance  of  exchange,  that  the  right 
and  policy  of  the  measure  would  liave  been  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  The  American  mercluci*^ 
in  this  case,  permitted  .o  select  from  the  various 
and  abundantproductionsof  the  ai’^  s and  agricuitnre 
of  France,  those  ai’ticles  which  the  habits  a’ld 
tastes  of  the  American  people  demanded,  might 
freely  and  advantageously  have  exercised  his  com- 
mercial skill  for  the  adviUtcement  of  his  interests, 
and  hoped  from  the  profit  on  his  investments  here 
to  ohtam  an  indemnity  for  the  loss  on  his  outward 
voyage.' 

The  condition  however,  imposed  on  him  to  re- 
ceive tiyb-thirds  of  these  inves  raents  in  upmnicidar 
article  takes  from  him  the  faculty  of  profiting  of  his 
experience  or  information,  either  in  bargaining  for 
his  purchases  or  in  adapting  them  to  the  wants  of 
the  mai'ket  for  which  they  are  intended.  The 
holder  of  this  article  becomes,  by  this  requision, 
the  master  not  only  of  the  price,  but  of  the  kind 
and  quality  of  his  merchandize,  and  his  interest 
will  strongly  incite  him  to  abuse  the  power  which  he 
feelsv  He  knows  full  well  that  the  purchaser  cannot 
dispense  with  his  merchandize,  and  that  sooner  or 
later,  he  must  accede  to  the  terms  on  which  it  is 
offered.  Should  indeed  the  American  merchant, 
from  his  repugpance  to  invest  his  funds  in  an 
article  forced  upon  him,  loaded  with  the  arbitrary 
exactions  of  the  seller,  refuse  for  a while  to  receive 
it,  yet  beholding  the  funds  inactive  and  wasting  on 
his  hands,  and  his  vesselperishing  ina  foreign  port, 
he  must  eventually  yield  to  the  duress  which  he 
suffers. 

Such  are  some  of  the  evils  to  which  the  condition 
in  question  will  expose  the  American  merchant  in 
this  country.  In  the  Umted  States  it  will  be  by 
him  still  more  severely  felt 

The  overstock  of  the  article  forced  by  this  condi- 
tion on  the'  market  there,  exceeding  tlie  consump- 
tion, must  necessarily  become  a drug,  and  the 
American  merchant,  after  having  taken , it  here 
against  his  \vill,  and  paid  for  it  more  than  its  ordi- 
n-ary  value,  will  be  compelled  in  the  United  Siate^^ 
to  keep  it  on  hand,  or  to  sacrifice  it  for  the  most  it 
Will  bring.  Thus  alternately  obliged  to  purchase 
and  to  sell  under  unfavorable  circumstances,  he 
will  have  to  add  to  the  losses  of  the  outward  voyage, 
thb  losses  on  the  returns,  and  the  sum  of  them  both 
may  amount  to  his  ruin. 

These  disaster?  of  the  merchant  must  inevitably 
impair,  if  hot  extinguish  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries.  T))is  intercourse  expo-, 
sed  to  the  unusual  perils,  and  oppressed  ivith  unpre^- 
cedented  burdens,  has  already  nothing  in  the  voyage 
hitherto  tempt  the  enterprize  of  mercantile  men, 
hnd  should  it  be  embarrassed  with  tlie  restrictions 
of  this  condition,  rendering  the  homeward  voyage 
also  unprofitable,  it  must  undoubtedly  cease.  li  is 
in  vain  to  expect  the  continuance  of  any  branch  of 
trade  which  in  all  its  relations  is  attended  with  loss 
to  those  who  are  engaged  it. 

I have  taken  the  liberty  respectfully  to  submit  i 
these  observations  to  your  excellency,  hot’  without 
a hope  that  a eofis  .deration  of  them  may  lead  to  a 
remedy  of  the  evils  \yhich  tiiey  suggest. 
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I pray  your  excellency  to  permit  me  to  renew 
the  assurance,  8cc.  &c. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSEL. 

(No.  9.] 

[transla.tioi*)'.] 

The  minister  of  foreign  rel  ions  has  the  honor 
to  inform  Mr.  Russel,  charge  des  affaires  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  him 
at  any  time  to-day  before  two  o’clock,  if  it  should 
be  convenient  to  him. 

He  begs  him  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  per- 
feet  consideration. 

Paris,  13  th  July,  1811. 

Correspondence  of  G.  W.  Ervihg,  Esg.  special  mi‘ 

nister  to  Denmark  -with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

TO  THE  SECRETA71T  OF  ST-ITE. 

Copenhagen,  June  23,  1811. 

Sib, — ^Having  had  my  audience  of  his  Danish 
majesty  on  the  5th  inst.  on  the  6th  I addressed  to 
Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz,  minister  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  a note  upon  the  subject  of  the  American 
cases  generally,  then  under  adjudication,  by  appeal 
before  the  high  court  of  admiralty;  and  on  tlie  7tli 
a separate  note  respecting  the  cases  of  capture  un- 
der British  convoy: — Copy  of  those  two  notes 
(A.  and  B.]  and  the  lists  to  which  they  refer,  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit.  In  an  inter- 
view which  I had  with  the  minister  on  the  8l.h  inst. 
in  the  course  of  conversation  he  told  me,  that  as 
the  matter  of  both  those  notes  was  very  important, 
and  die  latter  particularly  required  a great  deal  of 
consideration,  he  must  have  them  perfectly  trans- 
lated into  the  Danish  language,  to  be  laid  before  the 
king; — therefore  I must  not  expect  very  prompt 
replies,  but  in  the  mean  time  that  he  was  sincerely 
desirous  of  doing,  and  v'ould  do  every  thing  in  his 
power,  to  forward  our  business  towards  a favora- 
ble. termination.  I suppose  that  the  convoy  ques- 
tion may  be  referred  to  his  majesty’s  chancery, 
which  is  the  highest  ti^bun;^!,  and  that  by  which 
the  king  is  accustomed  to  declare  his  >vill  in  mat- 
ters whidi  he  does  not  submit  to,  or  chooses  to  take 
out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings. 

Having  novv  fully  informc*d  myself  of  the  busi- 
ness entrusted  to  me,  it  is  with  very  gi’eat  satisfac- 
tion that  I find  myself  authorized  to  state  to  you, 
that  the  evils  which  ouf’  commerce  has  suffered 
here,  though  very  considerable,  yet  have  not  been 
quite  so  extensive  as  has  been  generally  believed; 
and  you  will  learn  also,  with  very  particular  plea- 
sure, that  the  depredations  of  tiie  Danish  privateers 
have  been  discontinued  since  my  arrival.  I have 
prepared  lists  and  statements  with  a view  to  place 
the  whole  niatter  befoi;e  you  in  the  most  particular 
and  at  the  same  time  mo.st  distinct  and  simple  form: 
these  will  be  completed  when  I have  received  re- 
.turns  from  Norway  and  from  Holstein,  respecting 
the  fate  of  some  few  of  tfie  cases  wliich  occurred  in 


the  year  1809.  In- the  mean  time  I can  state  the 
results  to  be  nearly  thus— • 

Captures  in  1809  38 

Condeinnations  12 

Captures  in  Norway,  in  the  year  1810  36 

Of  which  ar«  pending  in  the  lugh  court  8 

And  not  one  has  been  finally  condemned. 

Captures  in  Holstcm,  Slcswick  and  the 

iJani.sh  I.dands,  in  1810,  68 

Condemned  22 

Pending  6 

Convoy  cases— -year  1810  18 

Condemned  8 


Pending  10 

Total  amount  of  captures  in  1809  5c  1810  160 

Total  condemnation  42 

Of  which  16 

Were  vessels  which  had  broken  the 
Embargo,  or  non-intercourse,  or 
are  otherwise  not  genuine  Ameri- 
can cases. 

Pending  cases,  including  ten  convoy 
pases  24 

In  this  year  the  only  two  vessels  which  reached 
these  seas  from  the  United  States  previous  to  my 
arrival,  were  taken,  in  the  beginningof  April,  and 
condemned  in  Nonvaj';  two  others  just  about  the 
time  of  my  arrival  w'ere  carried  in  and  are  now  un- 
der trial  there;  but  since  the  11th  instant,  upwards 
of  forty  vessels  from  the  United  States,  have  passed 
through  the  Sound  and  gone  up  the  Baltic,  and 
rnorc  or  less  are  every  day  passing  without  interrup- 
tion; the  papers  of  some  few  have  been  slightly 
examined  in  the  subordinate  court  of  Elsineur;  there 
have  been  tried  in  the  lower  prize  court  of  this 
place,  and  acquitted  without  delay,  two  or  three; 
one  of  them  wiili  damages  against  tlie  captors; 
being  the  first  case  in  which  damages  have  been 
given  at  Copenhagen: — Finally,  of  the  fourteen 
cases  (not  cojwoy  cases)  which  were  pending  before 
the  high  court  on  my  arrival,  four  had  been  ac- 
quitted, and  though  the  privateersmen  and  all  con- 
cerned with  them  (and  tlic  ramifications  of  their 
business  are  immense)  have  made  every  effort  to 
bring  on  condemnations,  yet  the  tribunal,  other- 
wise perhaps  well  disposed  to  proceed,  has  been 
steadily  held  back  by  tlie  government;  and  I see 
the  best  reason  to  hope  that  at  least  eight  of  the 
remaining  ten  cases  will  be  acquitted.  As  to  the 
convoy  cases,  my  confidence  is  not  so  strong,  yet 
even  of  them  I do  not  despair.  The  ground  on 
which  they  stand,  I am  aware,  is  not  perfectly  solid^ 
yet  I did  not  feel  myself  auilioi  ized  to  abandon 
them,  and  therefore  have  taken  up  an  argument, 
which  may  be  difficult,  but  which  I shall  go  as  far 
as  possible  in  maintaining. 

I haye  had  several  interview's  with  Mr.  de  Rosen- 
krantz, subsequent  to  that  last  mentioned,  and  have 
acquired  additional  reasons  to  hope  for  the  king’s 
persevei’ance  iu  the  change  of  system  which  has  sej 
happily  taken  place,  but  he  discourages  any  expec... 
tation  of  indemnification  for  the  injuries  sustained 
by  our  commerce,  under  that  which  now  appears  to 
be  relinquished.  Yesterday  he  told  me  very  explicit- 
ly, that  against  the  definitive  decisions  of  the  liighei* 
court,  I must  not  hope  for  any  redress^  he  trusted 
that  for  the  future  w’e  sliould  not  have  any  cause  to 
complain:  but  for  the  past,  there  w^aa  no  reruedy.  I 
thought  it  not  opportune  to  enter  rnuc-h  into  the 
matter  at  that  time,  and  therefore  contested  myself 
with  some  general  protestations  against  bis  doc.- 
trines. 

I cannot  close  this  letter  without  acknowdedging 
the  very  great  services,  o/ Mr ..  ^saa^kson,  our  consul 
at  Christiansand.  You  wiH  ob.serve,  sh*,  in  the  lisy 
which  I send  to  you_,  that  of  thirty-six  vessels  carri- 
ed into  the  ports  of  Norway,  in  the  year  1810,  only 
four  were  condemn^  pi  the  inferior  courts  of  that 
district;  tliis  has  been  wholly  owing  to  the  unwea- 
ried exertions  of  Mr.  isaackson;  he  found  our  pc^o- 
ple  in  the  most  distressed  situation,  entirely  tfier\d« 
less — in  th.e  hands  of^  surrounded  by,  ^md  rwidy  to 
be  sacrificed  to  the  rapacity  of  tht  privateersmw* 
and  their  copnoctions;  hq  voluuieered  in, 
vicerT-be  boldly  opposed  himi-yif  tOi,  Uie'fiiist  of  their 
oppressors — he  made  each  man’s  caus.c  hjs  o,wn,  he 
pa'ovidcd  for  every  man’s  waut^-nriu  his  intre.. 
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pidity  and  independence  and  disinterestedness  of 
charac  er— his  constant  zeal  and  industry  saved  i 
them  from  ruin,  and  with  g-i'al  itnde,  very  honorable 
to  themselves,  they  never  cease  to  pra  se  him. 

Wi’ h he  most  pevfec"  respect  and  con.dderation, 
I h.'.ve  tiie  liopor  to  be,  sir,  ^'our  most  cbe'^  lent  ser- 
vant. GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

A 

Copenhagen^  Jhine6,  1811. 
t6  mb.  db  bosevkrantz,  &c. 

Sir — ^It  was  under  the  fullest  conviction  and  the 
strongest  sense  of  the  injustice  which  has  prevailed 
in  Jii  sentence  of  tire  Danish  tribunals  on  cases  of 
American  capture,  as  well  as  an  anxiety  immediate' 
ly  to  arrest  the  course  of  those  excesses  on  the 
part  of  the  privateers  too  much  countenanced 
by  such  decisions,  which  are  laying-  waste  the  pro- 
perb’-  of  Arperican  citizens;  that  I ventured  on  the 
51st  ult.  and  on  the  2d  inst.  to  request  that  the  pro- 
ceeding’s of  the  tribunals  should  be  suspended, 
until  having  had  the  honor  of  presenting  my  cre- 
denrials  to  his  majesty,  I should  be  enabled  to  en- 
ter into  regular  communication  with  your  excel- 
lency. 

In  this  first  formal  address  to  you  upon  the  subject 
of  the  reclamations  with  which  I atn  charged,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  me  to  express  the  extreme  surprise 
and  concern  with  which  my  government  has  seen 
the  property  of  its  innocent  citizens,  whilst  employ- 
ed in  fair  and  legal  comiperce,  ravaged  by  the  crui- 
zers  of  a nation  between  which  and  the  U.  States  the 
most  perfect  harmony  has  always  hitherto  subsisted 
—against  which  they  have  never  heretofore  found 
any  cause  of  dispute  or  any  ground  of  offence,— 
and  to  which  they  felt  themselves  attached  not  mere- 
ly by  the  ordinary  ties  of  reciprocal  good  offices, 
but  by  a common  interest  in  the  defence  and  pre- 
servatipn  of  those  neutral  rights,  which  have  so 
much  contributed  to  the  political  importance  of 
Denmark— by  which  her  prosperity  has  been  so 
g-reatly  promoted — and  which  formerly  foremost 
amongst  nations,  she  has  so  magnanimously  and 
successfully  contended  for.  But  at  the  same  time 
that  I make  this  reflection  so  necessary  and  so  ob- 
vious, I must  also  say,  that  the  president  retains  an 
entire  confidence  in  the  personal  good  disposi-jons 
of  his  majesty — imhis  steady  adhereance  to  those 
great  and  liberal  principles  and  those  just  political 
views  which  to  eminently  distinguish  his  character 
—and  the  presiderit  assures  himself  that  it  is  only 
necessary  that  his  majesty  should  be  made  acquain- 
ted with  the  nature  and  extent  of  injuries  which  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  as  a neutral  nation,  and 
the  property  of  their  citizens  have  suffered  and  are 
still  exposed  to,  to  induce  him  to  apply  an  immedi- 
ate and  an  adequate  remedy  to  the  evils  complained 
of.  His  majesty  on  his  part  cannot  fail  to  feel  that 
confidence  in  the  correct  views  and  honorable  in- 
tentions of  the  Uni^^ed  States  which  their  uniform 
conduct  in  all  their  negociations  and  transactions 
v/ith  other  powers  has  so  justly  entitled  them  to; — 
nor  can  he  be  indifferent  when  the  friendly  relations 
and  mutual  good  dispositions  which  have  hitherto 
jnvaribiy  subsisted  between  the  two  countries, 
and  which  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of  each  to 
maintain,  are  in  question. 

Animated  by  - he  most  just  and  friendly  disposi- 
tions, the  American  government  whilst  it  resists 
all  aggressions  on  its  neutral  rights,  and  will  never 
cegse  to  oppose  all  violations ' of  the  public  law 
which  may  offend  them;  solicitously  avoids  any 
interference  with  the  rights  of  others,  nor  will 
^dmit  it  under  Cover  of  ^ts  name  and  authority,  any 


practices  which  may  have  that  tendency;  it  has 
therefore  seen  with  the  most  indignant  sensibility 
var  ous  instances  of  the  prostitution  of  its  flag  by 
unprincipled  adventurers,  in  Europe;  and  I have 
it  in  express  command  to  assure  your  majesty  of  its 
determination  to  discountenance  by  all  practicable 
means  such  jiroceedings,  and  of  its  sincere  dispo- 
sition to  co-operate  with  his  majesty  in  detecting 
and  punishing  all  similai*  frauds  and  impostures. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive,  in  the  frankness 
of  these  observations  and  in  the  loyalty  of  this 
declaration,  the  true  character  of  the  American  go- 
vernment:— they  will  also,  I trust,  strengthen  my 
title  to  that  confidence  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
which  it  is  at  once  my  duty  and  my  desire  to  merit. 

To  carry  into  effect  this  two -fold  purpose  of  my 
government; — ^to  protect  the  property  of  its  citi- 
zens, and  to  cast  off  from  any  reliance  on  its  pro- 
tection, those  spurious  and  fraudulent  cases  (if  any 
such  autually  exist)  which  have  injured  the  cha- 
racter of  the  American  trade  and  jeopardized  die 
interests  of  Americi^n  citizens,  1 will  enter  into 
candid  explanations  with  your  excellency  upon  all 
the  questions  which  arise  on  the  cases  now  pending, 
so  as  to  establish  the  bona  fide  character  of  the  ves- 
sels under  adjudication,  and  thus  remove  from  be- 
fore his  majesty  eyery  obstacle  to  that  course  of 
justice  which  he  is  always  desirous  to  observe,  and 
to  a manifestation  of  the  amicable  and  conciliatory 
feel'-ngs  towards  the  United  States  which  it  is  con- 
fided prevail  in  Ids  mind. 

I have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  your 
excellency,  two  lists,  containing  together  twenty- 
eight  cases  of  American  captures,  being  those  now 
actually  pending  before  the  supreme  court  of  admi- 
ralty on  appeal,  or  waiting  for  his  majesty’s  deci- 
sion. The  list  No.  1,  comprising  twelve  of  the 
whole  number,  are  “convoy  cases”— -that  is,  cases 
in  which  no  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the 
genuine  character  of  the  vessels,  but  wherein  the 
decision  rests  upon  the  clause  “d,”  of  the  11th 
arricle  of  the  royal  instructions  of  March  10th, 
1810,  declaring  as  a ca>ise^f  condemnation  “the 
making  use  of  English  convoy.”  I stated  to  your 
excellency  in  conversation,  as  well  as  in  the  note 
which  I took  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  6n  the 
2d  inst.  that  it  would  be  my  duty  to  object  to  the 
principle  assumed  in  that  declaration.  I trust  that 
i shall  be  able  to  show  you  that  it  is  entirely  novel: 
that  it  has  not  any  foundation  in  public  law,  and 
that  it  has  not  even  such  sanction  as  might  be  sup- 
posed derivable  from  the  practice  of  other  nations. 
Certainly  much  effort  v/ill  not  be  necessary  to 
prove,  that  it  is  entirel)''  repugnant  to  the^  broad 
ground  of  neutral  right  formerly  occupied  and  firm- 
ly maintained  by  Denmark  herself;  but  upon  this 
point  I propose  forthwith  to  address  to  your  excel- 
lency a separate  note;  in  the  present,  I will  confine 
myself  to  observations  on  the  cases  (sixteen  in  num- 
ber) mentioned  in  the  list  No.  2. 

With  respect  to  the  “Egeria,,”  captain  La^^,  I 
send  to  your  excellency  a separate  note  in  reply  to 
that  with  which  you  honored  me  on  the  2d  instant, 
that  case  must  now  stand  so  perfectly  clear,  that  I 
am  sure  I need  not  trouble  you  with  any  additional 
remarks  on  it. 

In  the  two  cases,  viz.  the  “Nimrod,”  and 
“Richmond,”  the  sole  objection  made  is  to  the 
French  certificates . of  origin  whidi  they  had  on 
board;  these  are  presumed  to  be  forgeries,  open  a! 
supposition  that  at  the  time  they  bear  date,  the 
French  consuls  in  the  United, States  had  ceased  to 
issue  such  certificates.  Now  the  cases  must  be 
relieved  from  that  objection  and  the  question  wffich' 
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has  been  raised  upon  French  certificates  of  orig’jn 
be  put  at  rest  forever,  by  the  facts  \r.iich  appear  in 
the  correspondence  between  the  secretary  of  state 
pf 'the  United  States  and  g'eneral  Turreau,  the 
J^rench  minister,  a copy  of  which  T liave  herewith 
the  honor  to  enclose,  [N^o.  3].  Your  excellency 
will  observe  that  in  general  Turreau’s  letter  of  De- 
cember 12th,  replying"  to  the  secretary’s  letter  of 
November  28th,  it  is  expressly  and  unequivocally 
stated,  that  the  French  consuls  in  America,  “had 
always  delivered  certificates  of  orig'in  to  American 
vessels  for  the  ports  of  France,”  and  had  also, 
**delivered  them  to  vessels  destined  to  neutral  or  allied 
ports'’ — by  the  authority  of  the  French  {government, 
and  that  it  was  only  by  the  United  States’  ship 
“Hornet”  which  arrived  in  \raerica  on  the  13;'^  of 
jy-ovember^  1810,  that  the  French  consuls  received 
orders  to  discontinue  the  granting  such  certificates 
to  vessels  bound  to  other  ports  than  those  of 
France:  Your  excellency  will  also  perceive  in  the 
secretary’s  reply,  of  December  18ch,  how  impor- 
tant this  explanation  was  deemed  by  tlie  president 
in  its  application  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
taken  by  Danish  cruisers,  upon  the  ground  of  their 
having  on  board  such  certificates. 

Of  the  thirteen  remaining  cases  in  the  list  No. 
2,  eight  have  been  acquitted  in  the  subordinate 
courts  of  Norway  and  at  Plensborg,  and  arc  now 
depending  in  the  higli  court  on  the  appeals  of  the 
captors,  and  five  have  been  condemned  in  the  subor- 
dinate courts  and  are  depending  in  the  high  court 
on  the  appeals  of  the  American  masters. 

I annex  to  this  note  a summary  of  each  class  [A 
and  B]  showing  the  nature  of  the  questions  and 
objections  which  have  arisen  upon  the  several  cases, 
and  I do  confide,  that  if  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  it  before  the  king,  that  his  majesty 
will  become  immediately  sensible  to  tlie  undue  pro- 
ceedings of  his  tribunals,  and  will  readily  apply  his 
royal  authority  to  administer  prompt  and  effica- 
cious redress  for  the  injuries  and  vexations  which 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  and  its  citizens 
are  suffering. 

I can  only  add,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  doubt 
shall  arise  respecting  the  authenticity  of  ^!\merican 
documents,  I have  it  fiill}^  in  my  power  to  establish 
the  truth:  and  I beg  leave  to  re-assure  your  excel- 
lency, that  on  this  point,  as  on  every  other,  you 
shall  not  experience  any  proceedings  on  my  part, 
which  will  not  conform  to  the  strict  honor  and  good 
faitli,  to  the  just  and  liberal  sentiments  which  cha- 
racterise, and  to  the  friendly  and  conciliatory  dis- 
positions towards  his  majesty,  which  influences  the 
government  which  I have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I offer  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  the  very 
distinguished  respect  and  consideration  with  which 
J am  always,  &c.  GEO.  AV.  ERVING. 

(to  be  coxtjvued.) 


ME.SSAGE. 


To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
U niled  States. 

I now  lay  before  congress,  two  letters  to  the  de- 
partment of  state,  one  from  the  present  plenii)oten- 
tiary  of  Prance,  the  o'her  ffiom  his  predecessor, 
which  were  not  included  among  the  documents  ac- 
companying my  message  of  the  5th  inst.  the  trans- 
lation of  them  hpi'iguol  then  completed. 

Jhjvemher  7,  1811.  JAMIES  MADISON. 

Translation  of  a letter  from  general  Tvrreau  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  dated 

Novewbeu  14,  1810. 

Sip — Although  yovi  may  haye  been  already  in- 


formed through  another  official  channel  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  it  is  agree- 
able to  have  to  confirm  to  you  this  new  liberal  dis- 
position of  my  court  towards  the  government  of  the 
states  of  the  union. 

You  will  recollect  without  doubt,  sir,  that  these 
decrees  were,  adopted  in  retaliation  for  the  multi- 
plied  measures  of  England  against  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals, and  especially  against  those  of  the  United 
Stat-:'s:  and  after  this  new  proof  of  deference  to 
the  wishes  of  your  government,  his  majesty  the 
emperor  has  room  to  believe,  that  it  will  make  new 
efforts  to  withdraw  the  American  commerce  from 
the  yoke  which  the  prohibitory  acts  of  Great  Britain 
have  imposed  upon  it.  You  will  at  the  same  time 
observe,  sir,  that  the  clearly  expressed  intention  of 
my  government  is,  that  the  renewal  of  commercial 
intercourse  between  France  and  the  United  States 
cannot  alter  the  system  of  exclusion  adopted  by  all 
Europe,  against  all  the  products  of  the  soil,  or  of 
the  manufactures  of  England  or  her  colonie.s;  a 
system,  the  wisdom  and  the  advantages  of  which 
are  already  proved  by  its  developement  and  its  suc- 
cess. And  of  which  also,  the  United  States,  as  an 
agricultural  and  commei'cial  power,  have  a particu- 
lar interest,  in  aiding  in,  and  hastening’  the  com- 
pletion. Moreover,  sir,  this  measure  of  my  govern- 
ment and  those  which  yours  may  think  proper  to 
adopt,  will  prove  the  inutility  of  the  efforts  of  the 
common  enemy  to  break  the  ties  of  friendship  which 
a humane  and  generous  policy  has  necessarily  form- 
ed between  France  and  the  United  States,  and 
which  the  actual  crisis  ought  to  draw  closer.  V7e 
ought  hereafter,  sir,  to  hope,  or  rather  v/e  may  be 
assured,  that  new  relations,  still  more  close  and 
more  friendly,  are  about  to  be  formed  between  Ame- 
ricans and  Frenchmen,  and  that  these  two  people 
will  be  more  than  ever  convinced,  that  th.eir  glory, 
their  interest,  and  their  happiness,  TOust  eternally 
consecrate  the  principle  and  the  conversation  of 
these  relations.  I seize  with  eagerness  this  occa- 
sion, sir,  of  renewing  to  yoxi  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

(Signed)  ' TURREAU. 

i M.  SERUniEn  TO  -MR.  MOXROE. 

*‘Washington,July  1811. 

Sir — “The  new  dispositions  of  your  governmt^nt, 
expressed  in  the  supplementary  act  of  the  2nd  of 
March  last,  having  been  officially  communicated 
to  my  court  by  the  charge  d’  affaires  of  the  United 
States,  his  imperial  majesty,  as  soon  as  he  was  made 
acquainted  witfi  them,  directed  that  tlie  American 
vessels  sequestered  in  the  ports  of  France  since  the 
2nd  of  November,  should  be  released.  Their  car- 
I goes  have  been  admitted,  and  some  of  them  have 
departed  upon  conforming-  with  the  municipal  laws 
of  the  country,  that  is  to  say,  by  exporting  wines, 
silks,  and  the  products  of  French  manufactures. — 
Orders  were  to  be  given  at  tlie  same  time,  ffiat  all 
the  American  vessels  coming  from  the  United 
States,  and  loaded  with  merchandize  the  growth  of 
the  country,  should  be  admitted  and  receiyed  into 
all  the  ports  of  France. 

“I  hasten,  sir,  according  to  the  orders  1 have  re- 
ceived, to  make  these  dispositions  known  to  your 
government. 

“In  order  to  prevent  all  difficulty  in  relation  to 
tlie  cargoes  of  vessels,  the  table  indicating  the  nier- 
chandise  the  growth  of  the  United  St  ates,  has  been 
prepared;  and  it  has  been  thought  that  a ride  could 
not  be  adopted  more  favorable  and  more  sure  than 
the  statement  itself  of  tlie  exportations  made  by  the 
Americans  during  the  year  which  preceded  the  em- 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— SPAIN. 


ei8 


fcpTg’o,  v'i2.  from  October  1,  1806,  to  September  30, 
1807,  a period  during*  which  your  commerce  of  ex- 
portation was  in  full  activity.  I annex  this  table  to 
mv  letter.  Coffee,  sus^ar  and  cocoa  are  not  includ- 
ed in  this  statement.  These  articles  of  merchandise 
liave  always  been  rang*ed  in  the  class  of  colonial  pro- 
ducts; and  whatever  may  be  their  orig-in,  his  majes- 
ty, while  favoring'  in  his  states  many  branches  of 
culture  and  many  new  establishments,  with  a view 
of  supplying  their  place  bV  indigenous  productions, 
could  not  encourage  indefinitely  their  exportation. 
Vessels  arriving  w;th  permits,  by  means  of  which 
the  importation  of  merchandize  is  authorized,  will 
be  admitted. 

“The  introduction  of  tobacco  is  not  prohibited. — 
It  forms  the  first  object  of  culture  in  some  of  the 
states  of  the  union;  and  his  majesty  having  an  equal 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  all,  desires  that  the  re- 
lations of  commerce  should  be  common  to  all  parts 
of  the  federal  territory,  but  tobacco  is  under  an 
administration  \enregie]  in  France;  the  adminis- 
tration is  the  only  consumer,  and  can  purchase  only 
the  quantity  necessary  for  its  consumption.  It  be- 
came necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken  on 
this  subject,  and  they  have  been  conformable  to  the 
common  interest.  Tobacco  will  be  received  in  the 
ports  of  France,  and  placed  in  actual  deposit  [in  en- 
trepot real]  and  if  more  arrives  than  the  administra- 
tion can  purchase,  the  transit  of  the  surplus  will 
be  permitted  across  France  for  Germany,  and  the 
other  states  of  Europe,  in  w'hich  the  American 
merchants  may  find  a sale  for  it. 

“All  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  may 
arrive  in  France  will  have  to  discharge  the  custom- 
house duties,  to  which  the  merchandize  they  bring 
is  subject;  and  their  return  must  be  effected  by 
exporting  an  equal  value  in  French  wmes,  silks  and 
other  articles  of  French  manufacture,  in  the  pro- 
portions determined  by  the  regulations. 

“Merchandize  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
States,  composing  the  cargoes  of  American  vessels, 
must  be  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  origin,  de- 
livered by  the  French  consul  from  whence  the  ves- 
sel departed. 

“I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  the  communication  of 
these  dispositions  of  the  emperor  in  favor  of  Ameri- 
can commerce,  will  be  as  agreeable  to  your  govern- 
ment, as  it  is  to  me  to  be  the  means  of  making  it 
“I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  as- 
surance of  my  high  consideration. 

The  mmister  of  France, 

SERURIER. 

J^r.  Monroe^  secretary  of  state. 

‘Productions  of  the  soil  and  of  the  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  exported  October  1,  1806,  to 
September  30,  1807,  [and  the  exportation  of 
which  is  now  allowed  in  France,] 

“Salt  or  smoked  fish,  dried  or  pickled  do.  whale 
and  other  fish  oil,  whalebone,  spermaceti  candles, 
staves  and  heading,  shingles,  lioops,  plank,  timber, 
lumber  of  all  kinds,  masts  and  spars,  manufiicture.s 
of  wood,  oak  bark  and  other  dyes,  tar,  pitch,  rosin, 
turpentine,  skins  and  furs,  ginseng,  beef,  tailow, 
hides,  horned  cattle,  pork,  hams  and  bacon,  lard, 
hogs,  butter,  cheese,  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  horses, 
mules,  sheep,  poultry,  mustard,  cotton,  wheat, 
flour,  rye  meal,  buck-wheat  meal,  biscuit  or  ship 
bread,  Indian  corn,  Indian  me;d,  rye,  oats,  barley, 
buck-wheat,  beans,  peas,  apples,  potatoes,  rice, 
mdigo,  tobacco,  flaxseed,  hops,  wax,  house-hold 
furniture,  coaches  and  other  carriages,  hats,  saddle- 
ry, boots,  silk  and  leather  shoes,  beer,  poider  and 
cider  in  casks  & bottles,  spirits  from  graln^  starch, 


candles,  soap,  wax  Candles,  hair-powder,  snuff,  to- 
bacco manufactured,  bricks,  essence  of  bark,  lin- 
seed oil,  spirits  of  turpentine,  wool  and  cotton 
cards,  maple  and  other  brown  sugar,  bar-iron,  nails, 
castings,  canvass  and  sail  cloth,  cables  and  cordage, 
spirits  from  molasses,  refined  sugar,  chocolate,  gun- 
powder, copper  manufactured,  medicinal  drugs. 

TRUE  COPT. 

The  minister  of  foreign  relations^ 

(Signed)  DUKE  OF  BASSANO.” 

History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte, 

ABRIDGED  FBOX  THE  3IOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  V. 

(continued  from  page  171.) 

Description  of  Spain,  geographical,  moral  and  politi- 
cal.— Circumstances  tending  to  encourage  the  Spa- 
niards in  their  resistance  against  the  French. 

Spain,  in  ordinary  language,  is  considered  as 
consisting  of  one  extensive  state  or  kingdom,  and 
so  it  is  in  its  foreign  relations,  and  sundry  other 
points  of  the  greatest  importance.  But  under  the 
crown  of  Spain  are  united  many  states  or  king- 
doms, which  have  gradually  coalesced  into  one 
monarchy;  each  kingdom, — formally  so  called— 
retaining  still,  together  with  many  particular  laws 
and  usages,  a peculiar  and  distinct  character,  and 
some  of  them,  separate  local  interests: — circum- 
stances, v/hich,  no  doubt,  presented  to  such  a mind 
as  that  of  Bonaparte,  hopes  of  being  able  to  call  to 
his  aid  the  destructive  power  of  division  and  dis- 
cord. The  northern  districts,  containing  the 
kingdom  of  Navarre,  the  three  provinces  of  Bis- 
cay, and  the  principality  of  Astimias,  enjoy  peculiar 
privileges;  being  governed,  in  some  sort,  by  them- 
selves, and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  their  contri- 
bution appropriated  to  the  expenses  of  their  own 
municipal  establishments.  These  provinces,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  prodigious  tracts  of  mountain.s, 
produce  a race  of  hardy,  active,  and  industrious 
people,  who,  for  want  of  sufficient  employment  in. 
the  cultivation  of  the  gi'ound,  or  in  the  iron  mines 
with  which  their  country  abounds,  have  naturally- 
devoted  themselves  to  the  sea  service  in  various 
branches;  and  from  those  tracts  of  sea  coast,  the 
Spanish  navy  draws  the  moj^t  energetic  portion  of 
its  mariners. 

The  other  parts  of  Spain  are  very  unequally  dis- 
tributed into  those  belonging  to  the  crowns  of  Cas- 
tile and  Arragon.  To  Castile  belong  tlie  kingdoin 
of  Gallicia,  the  provinces  of  Burgos,  Leon,  Zarh,ora, 
Salamanca,,  Estramadura,  Valencia,  Valladolid,  Se-| 
govia,  Avila,  Toro,  Toledo,  La  Mancha,  Murcia., 
Guadalaxara,  Cuenca,  Loria,  and  Madrid;  to  these 
are  added,  the  four  ancient  Moorish  kingdoms, 
composing  the  provinces  of  Andalusia,  namely, 
Seville,  Cordova,  Jaen  and  Grenada.  To  the  crown 
of  Arragon  belong  the  kingdoms  of  Arragon  and 
Valentia,  the  country  of  Catalonia,  and  the  king*- 
dom  of  the  island  of  Majorca.  The  states  under 
the  crowns  of  Castile  and  Arragon,  had  tlieir  sever- 
al covtes  or  assemblies  of  represeiilation  of  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  inhabitants;  but  those  of  the  two 
crowns  were  never  united  into  one  body;  and,  in- 
deed, since  the,  days  of  diaries  V.  who  resigned  the 
government  m 1555,  the  cortes  were  seldom  con- 
vened. 

The  government,  however,  thoug*h  in  appearance 
despotic,  a.id  independent  of  the  will  of  the  nadon, 
was,  as  is  the  case  in  even  the  most  arbitral*)^  Euro- 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER—SPAIN. 


S19 


pean  states,  tempered  by  a complicated  system  of 
councils,  in  which,  if  judgment  was  tardy,  it  was 
commonly  just. 

I'he  great  and  important  peninsula  of  Spain, — 
Including  Portugal,  naturally  a part  of  the  same 
country,  and  at  various  periods  subject  to  the  same 
sovereign, — is  most  advantageously  situated  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  the  Mediterranean.  It  com- 
mands the  narrow  straits  of  Gibraltai’,  the  only 
communication  between  these  seas,  and  occupies, 
in  some  respects,  the  centre  of  the  habitable  globe. 
This  peninsula,  a name  by  which  the  Spanish  fre- 
quently designate  their  country,  extends,  where 
broadest,  from  west  to  east,  about  640  miles:  and 
from  north  to  south,  about  540  miles.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  whole  peninsula  has  been  computed  at 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions:  of  which 
Portugal  is  supposed  to  contain  two  millions.  The 
remainder  distributed  over  Spain  will  afford  only 
about  74  persons  for  every  square  mile,  while  the 
inhabitants  of  England  are  computed  to  exceed  150, 
and  those  of  France  170,  on  a similar  extent  of  ter- 
ritory; many  parts  of  the  interior  being  almost 
destitute  of  springs  and  rivers,  and  others  being 
exceedingly  mountaneous.  Indeed,  on  the  first 
glance  at  the  map  of  Spain,  it  appeal’s  to  be  a coun- 
try shaped,  and  in  a very  great  measure  consisting 
in,  belts  of  mountains,  ramifying  from  one  another 
and  leaving  intervals  of  various  breadths  between 
tliem,  yet  all  of  them  linked  to  the  same  mass  or 
stock.  The  sea  coasts  of  Catalonia,  Valentia,  Mur- 
cia, Grenada,  and  Andalusia,  present  scenes  of 
active  industry,  amazing  fertility,  and  crowded  po- 
pulation. 

The  hardy  industrious  and  adventurous  moun- 
taineers of  the  north;  the  sedate  and  solemn  in- 
habitants of  the  broad  and  and  plains  of  the  two 
Castiles  and  La  Mancha;  the  pensive  and  taciturn 
Estramaduran;  the  volatile  and  talkative  Andalu- 
sian; the  laborious  cultivator  of  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean — these  different  descriptions  of  tlie 
population  of  Spain,  resemble  each  other  in  so  few 
points  as  to  appear  to  be  of  very  different  descent, 
and  indeed  the  production  of  very  different  coun- 
tries and  climates.  In  one  important  particular, 
however,  the  national  ciiaracter  of  the  Spaniards 
miglit  be  traced  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom. 
Entire  and  respectful  submission  to  the  authority  of 
the  sovereign  was  every  where  predominant.  For 
while  the  Catalonian  was  proud  to  think  that  the 
king  was  not  king,  but  only  count  of  Catalonia; 
and  tlie  Biscayan  that  he  was  only  lord  of  his  moun- 
tains; they  both  agreed  in  yielding  most  implicit 
obedience  to  his  mandates,  when  promulgated  in 
the  customary  forms  of  each  respective  district — 
that  the  Castilians  and  the  Arragonese  should  glo- 
ry in  their  submission  to  the  royal  autliority,  is  not 
surprising,  as  from  the  union  of  the  sovereie.’ns  of 
Castile  and  Arragon,  sprang  the  family  which  in 
the  course  of  time  became  masters  of  the  whole 
country.  ^ Arragon  and  Castile  had  likewise  embra- 
ced the  interests  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  in  the 
dispute  with  that  of  Austria  in  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century.  That  the  Catalonmns,  however, 
should  have  evinced  in  1808,  a decided  attachment 
to  the  reigning  family,  against  v/hom  they  had  ob- 
stinately and  long  contended,  and  from  whom  they 
had  received  no  favors,  but  many  marks  of  dislike, 
having  been  disarmed  and  experienced  various  oth- 
er proofs  of  distrust  from  those  in  power — that  the 
Cataloni.ans  should  manifest  now  a decided  and  de- 
termined attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  house 
of  Bourbon,  can  be  attributed!  only  to  an  inveterate 


aversion  from  their  neighbors  on  the  northern  sido 
of  the  Pyrenees,  with  whom  for  ages  they  had  beea 
in  almost  continued  hostility;  from  whose  in-roads 
and  devastations  they  had  often  severely  suficred,. 
and  whose  revolutionary  doctrines,  moral,  political 
and  religious,  as  well  as  their  actions,  were  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  Spaniards  with  aver.sion  and  horror- 

Another  feature,  strongly  characterising  all  tlie 
provinces  of  Spain,  and  indeed  all  the  subjects  of  his 
catholic  majesty  in  any  quarter  of  the  world,  was. 
an  absolute  devotion  not  only  to  the  doctrine,  but 
to  the  policy  of  the  see  of  Rome.  In  this  absolute 
devotion  to  the  church,  the  Spaniards,  with  per- 
haps the  exception  of  the  Portuguese  aloue,  exceed 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  church  or  secular 
clergy  in  Spain  possessed  immense  revenues,  even 
the  third  part,  it  has  been  computed,  of  the  whole 
land.  But  it  would  be  extremely  erroneous  to  con- 
clude that  these  revenues  were  appropriated  to  the 
sole  enjoyment,  application  or  accumulation  of  the 
several  incumbents.  Of  late  years  it  became  the  po- 
licy of  government  to  grant  pensions  on  the  richest 
benefices  for  the  support  of  various  public  estab, 
lishments;  so  that  even  the  metropolitan  of  Tole- 
do, the  most  exalted  dignitary  of  the  kingdom,  al- 
though  nominally  enjoying  a revenue  of  perhaps 
500,000  dollars,  could  not  in  reality,  dispose  of 
more  than  a fourth  part  of  that  sura.  The  opening 
of  roads,  the  construction  of  bridges,  the  establish- 
ment of  inns  and  schools,  the  reparation  of  church- 
es and  chapels,  and  various  other  works  of  public 
utility,  are  often  imposed  in  Spain  on  those  who 
enjoy  large  ecclesiastical  possessions,  and  whei’c 
such  duties  have  not  been  imposeti,  the  incumbents 
from  zeal  to  the  public  good,  or  even  from  a desire 
to  Imitate  the  conduct  of  their  predecessors  or  co.- 
temporaries,  have  often  charged  themselves  wi..h 
that  performance.  , , i,  j 

The  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  church  and 
its  ministers  was  also  warmly  cherished  by  the  ex- 
emplary deportment  of  the  episcopal  body,  who 
from  the  clay  of  their  appoinlnient,  immediately  re- 
paired to  their  respective  dioceses,  in  which  they 
uniformly  resided,  there  devoting  themselves  en- 
tirelv  to  "the  various  duties  of  their  station. 

The  abbies  and  convents  over  Spam,  appropriat- 
ed to  the  reception  of  females,  were  some  years  ago 
calculated  to  contain  about  34,000  persons,  while 
those  for  the  accomodation  of  monks  and  friars, 
of  all  descriptions,  were  inhabited  by  nearly  double 
that  number.  Of  this  last  description  of  persons, 
by  far  the  greatest  number  might  certainly  be  con- 
sidered as  lost  to  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom.— 
But  the  Benedictine,  Bernardine,  and  some  ethers 
of  monks,  might,  in  many  respects,  be  considered 
bvthe  population  ai’ound,  as  eminent  benefactors 
the  country.  Continually  fixed  to  one  spot,  m the 
midst  of  their  possessions,  they  were  naturally  led 
to  cultivate  and  improve  their  common  hciiL.ige. 
and  being  destitute  of  the  power  of  accumulation, 
they  regularly  expended  their  income  in  the  quar- 
ter whence  it  was  drawn. 

On  the  other  hand  the  great  nobles  and  proprie- 
tors of  lands  with  a very  few  exceptions,  abaiiJomtig 
ihe  care  of  their  vast  domains  to  agents  and  inien- 
dants,  drained  the  country  and  its  cultivators,  U> 
uipply  the  exigencies  of  an  idle  and  otien  dissipat- 
ed life  in  the  capital  and  other  g'rcat  tpwn.s.  I iiis 
.njurious  dereliction  of  llte  country  is,  no  dvmht,  to 
oe  attributed,  in  a great  measure  to  the  introduc- 
iion  of  French  manners,  and  a frivolous  taste,  and 
above  all,  to  the  jealousy  envertained  by  the  first 
Spanish  kings  of  the  liouse  of  Bourbon,  of  the  old 
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nobles  of  Spain  who  in  the  war  of  the  succession 
bad  ver)^  generally  and  very  naturally  manifested  a 
predilection  for  all  the  house  of  Austria. 

A great  and  opulent  lord  residing  constantly  on 
bis  own  dominion,  was  an  object  of  displeasure  to 
the  court;  of  discountenance  and  even  molestation. 

The  noble  spirit  of  the  Spanish  grandees,  in 
general,  sunk  in  luxury,  indolence  and  vice,  suf- 
fered a gradual  depression.  They  were  neither 
invited  nor  ambitious  to  share  in  the  employments 
of  the  state,  so  that  with  the  exception  of  a few 
ancient  names  in  the  church  or  the  ai-m}^,  and  still 
fev/er  in  the  navy,  the  great  body  of  the  Spanish  no- 
bility ceased  to  be  of  any  political  importance  in  the 
kingdom. 

It  is  extremely  remarkable,  that  it  was  not  a- 
mong  the  great  landed  proprietors,  who  had,  in  the 
common  phraseology,  the  greatest  stakes,  that  the 
patriotism  of  the  Spaniards  shone  forth  with  the 
greatest  spendor:  but  among  the  commercial  class, 
whose  property  was  in  some  measure  moveable,  and 
the  clergy,  who  at  best  were  only  life-renters.  The 
nobility  m general,  did  not  seem  to  feel  the  amor 
patriae,  the  attachment  to  natal  soil,  so  strongly  as 
the  clergy  of  all  ranks,  who  resided  in  their  own 
dioceses,  parishes,  and  monasteries,  nor  even  as  tha.t 
of  the  poor  peasants. 

The  deep-rooted  aversion  to  the  French,  already 
noted,  was  not  confined  to  the  province  of  Catalonia, 
but  pervaded  all  the  northern  and  middle  provinces 
of  the  kingdom.* 

From  the  earliest  periods,  down  to  the  beginning 
pf  the  last  century,  the  Spaniards  were  engaged.al- 
inost  without  intermission  in  hostilities.  Another 
reason  for  the  peculiar  dislike  of  the  Spaniards  to 
their  northern  neighbors,  is  found  in  the  national 
character  and  deportment  of  the  French,  who  not 
only  affected  or  rpally  felt  some  degree  of  contempt 
for  the  Spaniards,  but  commonly  took  very  little 
pains  to  conceal  or  disguise  their  sentiments  to- 
wards them.^  In  this  national  dislike,  persons  of  all 
nations  who  entered  Spain  from  France,  were  in- 
volved, until  their  re^l  country  was  known. 

As  the  Spanish  had  their  national  aversion;  so 
they  had  likewise  their  national  attachments.  It 
would,  at  first  sight,  be  difficult  to  account  for  any 
partiality  tliey  should  entertain  for  the  British  na- 
tion. But  such  a partiality  they  certainly  did  pos- 
sess, and  were  eager  to  demonstrate,  The  two 
countries,  it  is  true,  were  formerly  connected  plose- 
iy  by  various  ties,  political  and  commercial;  and 
those  ties,  notwithstanding  the  dissolution  of  the 
ancient  intimacy  by  the  .accession  of  the  house  of 
Bourbon  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  still  retained  a 
firm  hold  of  the  steady  and  honorable  character  of 
the  Spaniards.  As  men  are  never  more  intimately 
united  than  by  a community  of  sentiments  or  feel- 
ing's,  and  as  the  Spaniards  believed  the  English  to 
have  no  greater  respect  for  the  French  nation  than 
they  had  themselves,  this  warm-hearted  people 
loolced  on  a Briton  as  in  some  measure  a sharer  in 
his  own  existence.  The  Spanish  traders  in  gene- ! 
ral,  had  an  opinion  that  in  all  commercial  transac- 

* We  could  not  read  the  following  note  of  Mr. 
Walsh’s  letter,  p.  21.  without  a smile  at  the  exces- 
sive vanity  which  characterises  the  French  nation. 

“Favier>  in  his  ‘Conjectures  Raisonnees,’  contain- 
tained  in  the  ‘Politique  de  tons  les  Cabinets,’  com- 
mences a chapter  on  the  subject  of  Spain  in  this 
way:  ‘Be  la  haine  nationale  centre  les  Francois,’ 
and  dwells  with  gre^at  indignation  on  the  ‘blind  and 
stupid  hatred^  entertained  so  universally  by  the 
Spaniards  againsUiis  countrymen.” 


lions,  no  nation  came  so  near  as  the  British  to  tlieii* 
own,  in  probity,  punctuality,  and  fairness  of  dealing. 

On  the  subject  of  religion,  the  Spanish  sincerely 
lamented  the  defection  of  the  English  from  their 
ancient  professions  of  faith.  But  this  sorrow  was 
attended  rather  by  a hope  that  at  some  future  period 
Britain  might  return  to  what  they  considered  as  the 
right  way,  than  by  any  aversion  from  their  compa- 
ny, or  their  opinions  on  other  subjects:  whereas  the 
natives  of  Ireland,  formerly  more  numerous  in  their 
service  than  of  )ate  years,  who  professed  to  be  in 
communion  with  the  church  of  Rome,  were,  in  ma- 
ny instances,  subject  to  the  suspicion  of  a temporis- 
ing policy. 

The  frequent  wars  between  Britain  and  Spain, 
unquestionably  kept  alive  a spirit  of  estrangement 
in  the  Spanish  nation.  But  a great  portion  of 
the  people  who  pretended  not  to  enquire  into  the 
secret  cause  of  political  events,  were  in  the  habit  of 
attributing  those  public  enmities  rather  to  the  pre- 
dominating influence  of  the  French  consuls  in  the 
administration  of  national  affairs,  than  to  the  exist- 
ence of  any  just  cause  of  complaint  immediately 
between  Great-Britain  and  Spain.  The  epoch  and 
the  manner,  however,  of  the  commencement  of  the 
late  hostilities  had  materially  affected  the  general 
feelings  of  the  Spanish  nation  with  regard  to  their 
ancient  ally. 

It  may  appear  surprising,  that  a nation  once  so 
distinguished  as  the  Spaniards  in  science,  and  in 
arms,  for  so  considerable  a lapse  of  time  as  that  be- 
tween the  abdication  of  Charles  V.  of  Austria  and 
Charles  IV.  of  Bourbon,  should  have  been  content- 
ed with  a system  of  government  presenting  so  few 
positive  advantages,  and  producing  so  many  real 
evils  to  the  various  classes  in  the  state.  The  Span- 
ish nation,  however,  had  been  for  more  than  tWo 
centuries  in  a state  of  gradual  decay,  so  that  the  de- 
terioration was  scarcely  perceptible  in  its  progress; 
and  it  was  only  by  comparing  the  situation  of  the 
country  at  different  periods,  that  its  decay  could  be 
ascertained.  It  is  not  by  any  aingle  act,  but  by  an 
accumulation  of  facts,  examples,  customs,  prece- 
dents and  laws,  that  a nation  loses  its  liberty.  What 
is  considered  by  the  present  generation,  at  the 
worst,  only  as  a mist,  as  seen  by  succeeding  ages  as 
a dark  and  portentous  cloud. 

The  personal  character,  too,  of  a sovereign,  or 
of  a minister,  has  a very  powerful  influence  in  even 
the  best  organized  constitutions  on  the  happiness 
of  a state.  The  general  dispositions  and  conduct 
of  some  of  the  late  sovereigns  of  Spain  had  conse- 
quently a strong  tendency  to  attach  a people,  natu- 
rally honorable  and  loyal,  and  of  great  sensibility, 
to  their  government  in  general,  and  to  incline  them 
to  attribute  what  hardships  they  endured,  to  the 
malign  influence  of  corrupt  counsellors,  rather  than 
to  the  dispositions  or  intentions  of  the  prince.— 
These  observations,  however,  are  applicable  only 
to  the  mass  of  the  Spanish  people;  for  an  improved 
system  of  things,  both  civil  and  relig'ious,  had  been 
long  and  earnestly  wished  for  by  many  of  the  ablest 
and  most  enlightened  individuals  in  the  state.  Oth- 
ers there  were  also,  who,  infected  with  the  philoso-- 
phism  of  modern  times,  secretly  longed  and  waited 
for  a general  dissolution  of  the  administration  in 
church  and  state,  in  oilier  to  raise  in  its  stead  an 
edifice  more  conformable,  to  their  opneeptions  of  a 
perfect  government. 

When  we  reflect  that  all  public  discussion  of  mat- 
ters relating  to  either  religion  or  government,  was 
almost  entirely  prohibited  throughout  the  Spanish, 
dominions;  and  that  men  desirous  of  information 
on  these  points,  had  no  other  source.  thaTi  secretly 
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to. avail  ITiemselves  of  the  writings  of  authors  living 
under  more  liberal  systems  of  government,  we  can 
easily  conceive,  that  an  aversion,  and/a  degree  of 
hostility  too,  must  naturally  have  been  produced  in 
the  minds  of  eyen  good  men  to  an  administration 
by  which  such  restraints  were  imposed  on  the  ex- 
ercise on  the  human  faculties  on  subjects  the 
most  congenial  and  important  to  his  nature.  Such 
nien  may,  for  various  reasons,  carefully  observe  the 
rules  of  exterior  submission;  but  their  wishes  for  a 
change  must,  in  the  end,  produce  an  alteration  in 
their  language,  and  also  in  their  conduct.  In  such 
a case,  how  happy  it  is  for  the  coimtry  of  which  the 
established  constitution  acknowledges  the  duty, 
and  allows  the  means  of  improvement,  and  when 
reformation  may  supercede  the  necessity  of  revolu- 
tion! 

The  dread  tribunal  of  the  inquisition  in  Spain, 
had  been  for  many  years  back,  gradually  with- 
drawing from  public  notice.  Its  powers,  however, 
tliough  seldom  exerted,  were  not  diminished.  The 
unfortunate  Olavide,  the  founder  of  the  establish- 
ments for  peopling  the  Sierra  Morena,  sunK 
under  the  power  of  the  holy  inquisition,  though  as 
much  probably  for  his^  polilical  as  his  religious  of- 
fences. In  the  beginning  of  the  French  revolution, 
when  neither  pains  nor  cost  was  spared,  clandes- 
tinely to  introduce  and  disseminate  throughout 
Spain  publications  calculated  to  excite  disorders  in 
tlie  state,  the  formidable  weapons  of  the  inquisition 
were  actively  and  successfully  wielded,  in  defence 
of  the  established  system  of  government;  for  any  as- 
sault on  the  rights  of  the  temporal  sovereign  of  the 
kingdom  was  regarded  as  a direct  attack  on  the 
paramount  authority  of  the  spiritual  head.  The 
alliance  between  church  and  state  in  Spain,  was 
extremely  close;  or  rather,  the  political  and  eccle- 
siastical authorities  were,  in  a great  measure,  iden- 
tified. The  kings  of  Spain  were  the  great  cham- 
pions of  the  church,  and  the  most  brilliant  era  in 
history  of  the  Spaniards  is  that,  when  they  pro- 
ceeded by  degrees  to  take  posse.ssion  of  the  munifi- 
cent donations  of  the  pope,  with  the  sword  in  one 
hand  and  the  cross  in  the  other. — And,  in  fact,  it 
was  not  less  by  the  religious  zeal  of  the  missiona- 
ries than  the  heroic  valor  of  the  military  order,' 
tliat  the  vast  transmai-ine  empire  of  Spain  was  es- 
tablished. 

The  steady  devotion  of  the  church  is  not  there- 
fore founded  in  a gi’eater  propensity  to  piety,  than 
is  felt  by  other  nations  only,  but  in  part,  by  a re- 
collection of  former  times  when  they  were  exalted 
to  so  high  a pitch  of  glory  by  the  sword  of. the  Lord 
and  of  Gifhon.  The  high-minded  pride  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  finding  no  support  in  recent,  turns 
to  the  contemplation  of  events  long  past:  to  the 
victories  of  Pavia,  Lepanto,  and  St.  Quintoih,  to 
their  contests  with  the  I^Ioors,  and  with  the  Ro- 
mans. They  had  suffered  many  indignities  and  in- 
sults at  the  hands  of  Bonaparte  and  his  agents, 
when  the  massacre  of  Madrid  and  the  captivity  of 
the  royal  family  kincUed  the  accumulated  combusti- 
bles of  indignation  and  revenge  into  a flame,  which 
spread  into  every  part  of  the  empire,  with  the  ra- 
pidity of  lightning.  There  is  no  instance  of  any 
nation  so  widely  scattered,  rallying  so  unanimously, 
and  with  so  much  alacrity,  around  the  standard  of 
their  country.  Their  motto  was,  “T/ie  Spanish  blood 
shed  at  Madrid  on  the  2nd  of  May  cries  alo^id  for 
^enpeance.’’ 

Tlie  flowers  of  the  Spanish  army  was  serving  un- 
der the  banners  of  tbe  enemy  in  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope. The  iron  frontier  of  Spain  on  the  north-east 
was  in  the  hands  of  French  garrisons.  The  me- 


tropolis and  the  greater  part  of  the  interior,  and 
the  adjoining  kingdom  of  Portugal,  were  occupied 
by  100,000  veteran  troops,  commanded  by  able  and 
experienced  officers.  The  Spaniards,  without  arms, 
without  ammunition,  and  without  a public  treasury, 
were  abandoned  by  their  government,  and  left 
wholly  to  themselves;  and  not  a few  of  the  grandeea 
and  other  persons  of  liigh  distinction,  to  whom 
they  might  look  up  for  bringing  the  resources  of 
the  monarchy  into  one  uniform  direction,  they  had 
reason,  though  not  quite  so  much  probably  as  they 
imagined,  to  consider  as  traitors  to  their  country. 
The  bands  of  society  were  broken  asunder.  There 
was  no  visible  mode  of  combining  their  separate 
force  into  any  regular  plan  of  co-operation.  Yet, 
under  ail  these  circumstances,  they  did  not  hesitate 
to  enter  on  a conflict  with  the  most  numerous  and 
most  warlike  nation  of  Europe,  their  neighbours, 
under  the  direction  of  the  subtlest  politician,  and 
first  general  of  the  a.ge.  Nor  was  this  an  arrogant 
and  blind  presumption;  a mere  fit  of  passion,  or 
frantic  enthusiasm.  An  act  of  phrenzy  may  be 
committed  by  a single  person;  not  by  a great  na- 
tion, widely  spread  over  different  and  distant  re- 
gions and  countries,  and  least  of  all  by  the  Spa- 
niards, renowned  for  circumspection,  foresight, 
patience,  and  perseverance  in  designs  formed  on 
due  deliberation.  Though  deserted  by  government, 
they  had  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their  cause, 
and  in  one  another.  It  seemed  to  be  deeply  im- 
pressed, or  rather  inborn  in  their  minds,  that  how- 
ever severe  the  conflict  might  be,  and  how  much 
soever  protracted,  the  star  of  Spain  would  gain  the 
ascendant  at  last,  and  ultimately  conduct  her  to  na- 
tional independence  and  glory. 

The  confidence  of  ultimate  success,  under  cir- 
cumstances so  discouraging,  is  one  of  the  most 
wonderful,  if  not  the  most  wonderful  feature,  in  the 
whole  of  the  origin  and  progi'ess  of  the  general 
rising  of  the  Spaniards.  It  was  not  confined  ta 
one  class,  sex  or  age.  It  was  universal.  It  pre- 
dominated in  the  breasts  of  old  and  young;  of  tiller.*? 
of  the  ground,  shepherds,  shopkeepers,  monks  and 
women.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  Spaniards,  though 
exalted,  was  deliberate.  It  was  the  confidence  of 
men  who  had  calmly  surveyed  tlie  mighty  power- 
opposed  to  them;  who  were  prepared  to  encounter 
privations,  defeats  and  disasters;  and  who  were 
persuaded,  that  by  bringing  constantly  into  play 
all  their  means  of  annoyance,  they  should  be  able  to 
exhaust  and  weary  out,  at  last,  the  enemy  v/hom 
they  were  unable  to  subdue  by  a direct  encounter. 

The  first  circumstauee  of  encouragement,  that 
would  naturally  occur  to  the  Spaniards,  was 
the  geographical  position  and  great  extent  of 
their  country.  Its  penin.sular  form, — for  Portu- 
gal was  not  only  a congenial  and  friendly  power, 
but  part  of  the  same  country — secured  it  on  all 
side§,  except  that  of  the  i^rennees,  a natural 
rampart  of  no  inconsiderable  consequence,  from 
being  invaded  by  land,  and  combined  with  the 
naval  power  of  England,  the  sworn  enemy  of 
the  emperor  of  France,  opened  a safe  and  sure 
communication  with  her  colonies,  with  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  with  Sweden;  and,  in  short, 
with  every  nation  on  tlie  face  of  the  earth,  that 
might  be  disposed  to  espouse  and  priaintain  the 
cause  of  political  freedom  against  unprincipled  am- 
bition and  aggression;  rdthougli  the  continent  of" 
Eui  ope  might  not  dare  to  g^ive  any  direct  a:d,  bt* 
declaring  war  against  the  common  oppressor,  yet 
in  fact  Diey  would,  even  France  herself  not  except- 
ed, contribute  assistance  in  an  indirect  and  passive, 
manner,  by  obliging  him  to  employ-  n part  of  . bis 
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armies  in  watching*  and  keeping  them  in  subjec- 
tion. 

The  principal  towns  and  seaports  of  Spain,  isolat- 
ed from  one  another,  by  vast  distances,  were  not  all 
of  them  to  be  occupied  by  an  invading*  army,  how- 
ever numerous.  In  the  interior,  and  particularly 
thonorth  of  Spain,  the  ground  in  many  parts,  is  hil- 
ly and  broken,  rising  into  lofty  mountains,  with  de- 
files here  and  there,  and  in  some  places,  even 
towns,  inaccessible  to  artillery.  The  plains  of  the 
two  Castiles  and  fistramadura,  are  scarcely  less 
favorable  to  invading  annies  than  the  nigged  re- 
gions that  separate  them  from  the  rest  of  Spain. — 
The  excessive  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  conta- 
gion of  intermittent  fevers,  would  be  more  fatal  to 
an  army  of  strangers,  than  detachments  of  natives. 
The  French  would  have  to  encounter  a great  scarci- 
ty of  provisions,  of  forage,  and  a difficulty  of  trans- 
porting these  from  one  place  to  another. 

tn  the  other  countries  Bonaparte  had  supplied 
his  magazines  from  the  depots  of  the  countries  he 
had  invaded,  improvidently  suffered  to  fail  into  his 
hands.  In  Spain  no  such  depots  were  to  be  found. 
Out  of  evil  there  sometimes  arises  good.  In  former 
times  there  had  been  in  every  village  of  Spain, 
small  granaries,  called  positosy  where  the  farmers 
Were  obliged  to  deposit,  every  year,  a certain  por- 
tion of  their  harvest,  as  a security  against  famine. 
In  the  last  war  with  Portugal,  government  had 
drained  those  positos  for  provisioning  the  army, 
sent  against  that  power  in  1801,  and  failed  in  its 
promise  to  replenish  them.  Nor  could  the  farmers 
ever  be  persuaded  to  confide  thereafter  any  portion 
of  their  grain  or  forage  to  the  public  granaries. 

The  Spaniards,  of  proper  age,  might  form  them- 
selves at  first  into  small  bodies,  and  take  every  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  local  knowledge;  and 
when  they  should  be  under  the  necessity  ofquitting 
one  district,  or  province,  they  might  retire  to 
another.  They  could  break  up  roads,  cut  down 
bridges,  intercept  convoys  and  intelligence,  fall  up- 
on the  enemy  on  his  flanks;  and,  in  short,  harrass 
him  in  all  possible  ways,  without  allowing  him  a 
moment’s  repose  by  night  or  day.  By  degrees, 
smaller  would  be  organized  into  larger  masses,  and 
duly  trained  until  a local  and  raw  militia,  would  be- 
come equal,  at  length,  to  a regular  army.  It  was  a 
fort'-nate  circumstance,  that  the  Spanish  armies 
had  always  been  recruited  upon  limited  service; 
by  which  means  there  were  spread  over  all  the 
provinces  of  Spain,  veterans  who  had  been  trained 
to  arms  and  who  could  now  train  others.  Nor  was 
it  the  least  favorable  circumstance  to  the  cause  of 
the  patriots,  that  both  their  kings,  the  old  and  the 
nev/,  with  their  courtiers,  and  so  many  suspicious 
characters,  were  dancing  attendance  in  the  anti- 
chamber of  king  Joseph,  at  Bayonne.  Add  to  all 
these  favorable  circumst.ances,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  patient  under  hardships  and  privations,  and 
many  of  them  accustomed  to  make  long  journies  on 
foot.  (to  be  continued.) 


CONGRESS. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  JSfovember  13. — Mr.  M’Kim  presented 
the  petition  of  James  H.  M’Culloch,  collector  of  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  stating  the  insufficiency  of  his 
emoluments,  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  laws 
restricting  our  commerce,  and  praying  for  relief. 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  ways"  and  means.— 
Like  petitions  have  been  received  from  some  other 
collectors. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  house  n peti- : 


tion  fi'om  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Kentucky,  stating  that 
he  had  been  prosecuted  and  convicted,  under  the 
sedition  law;  that  one  part  of  his  punishment  was 
the  payment  of  a heavy  fine,  which  he  prays  may  be 
refunded,  &c.  The  petition  bein^  read, 

Mr.  New  moved  that  it  be  refen*ed,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Basset  was  opposed  to  this  reference.  If  the 
petition  had  any  claim  upon  the  United  States,  it 
must  be  on  the  ground  that  the  law  under  which  he 
was  convicted  was  unconstitutional.  A claim  of 
this  kind  could  not  be  recognised  by  that  commits 
tee.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  more  pro- 
per to  refer  this  petition  to  a select  committee.— 
This  was  desirable  also  from  the  consideration  that 
the  committee  of  claims  is  generally  overburthened 
with  business. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  reminding  the  house  that  a 
committee  had  been  appointed  in  1809,  “to  enquire 
whether  an}',  and  what  prosecutions  had  been  in- 
stituted before  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
libels  at  common  law,  and  to  report  such  provisions 
as  in  their  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  securing 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,”  which 
had  not  reported,  and  making  some  general  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  adding  to  it  the  following,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  petition  referi*ed: 

“With  instructions  to  enquire  whether  any,  and 
“what  prosecutions  have  been  instituted  before  the 
“courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels,  under  the 
“sedition  law  or  the  common  law,  and  by  what  au- 
^^thority;  and  to  make  such  provisions  as  they  may 
“deem  necessary  for  securing  the  freedom  of  speech 
‘*and  of  the  press.” 

Tfmrsday,  JVovember  14.-‘~The  following  mem- 
bers form  the  committee  to  which  Matthew  Lyon’s 
petitioh  is  refei*red,  viz.  Messrs.  New,  Troup, 
Cooke,  Randolph,  Whitehill,  Wright  and  Mosely. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  tlie 
subject,  reported  a bill  providing  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed.  [This  bill  provides  a govern- 
ment of  the  second  grade  for  Louisiana.] 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following' 
resolution: — “Resolved  that  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  laying  additional  duties  on 
all  coarse  manufactures  of  flax  and  hemp.”  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Condit  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table: — “Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufactures,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  tlie 
expediency  of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
hemp  goods,  either  by  protecting  impost  duties,  or 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  all  hempen  arti- 
cles into  the  United  States,  with  leave  to  report  by- 
bill.” 

Friday,  JVovember  15. — Mr.  Rhea  proposed  tlie 
following  resolution  for  adoption: — “Resolved, 
that  a committee  on  Indian  aflairs  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  over  those  parts  of  the  states 
and  territories  of  the  United  States  to  which  tlie 
Indian  title  is  not  extinguished,  in  such  manner  as 
that  all  white  persons  residing  withiv  any  of  tlie 
said  parts  of  the  United  States  may  and  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  the  operation  of  these  laws.” 

After  some  remarks  on  tlie  resolution  it  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Rhea  called  up  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution which  he  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday,  pro- 
posing an  additionnl  duty  on  coar.se  hemp  and  flax 
ma,niifactures. 
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The  resolution  was  considered,  and,  on  motion, 
the  words  “and  cotton,”  were  added  to  it  by  a con- 
sent of  the  mover. 

A proposition  made  by  Mr  Grundy  to  extend  the 
enquiry  to  manufactures,  generally,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table— yeas  51,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Milnor  having  made  some  remarks  on  the 
importance  of  protecting  American  seamen,  stated 
that  protections  were  fraudulently  obtained  by  many 
who  were  not  entitled  to  them,  and  that  the  laws 
made  no  provision  for  the  punishment  of  perjury 
in  such  cases,  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption  which  was  a^eed  to: — Resolved,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  and  report  whe- 
ther any,  and  what  amendments  are  necessary  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  the  pro- 
tection of  American  seamen,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

The  house  adjourned  till  Monday. 

J^Ionday,  December  18. — Mr.  Seybert  presented 
the  petition  ©f  sundry  manufacturers  of  Philadel- 
phia praying  for  protection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  it  was  resolved, 
“That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  11th  instant, 
on  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  as  relates  to  the  opening  of  a certain 
road  to  Vincennes,  be  instructed  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  by  law,  for  laying 
out  two  roads,  agreeably  to  a treaty  with  certain 
Indian  tribes  held  at  Brownstown  in  1803.” 

Mr.  Rhea,  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  a few 
days  ago,  for  instructing  the  cohnmittee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  coarse 
hemp,  flax  and  cotton:  which  being  agreed  to, 
some  desultory  debate  took  place  for  and  against 
agreeing  to  the  resolution.  It  was  objected  to, 
because  that  commitee  had  already  the  subject  of 
manufactures  generally  referred  to  it,  and  it  was 
iiecessary  to  give  them  any  special  instructions. 
In  support  of  this  resolution,  it  was  said  to  be  a 
common  practice  to  send  in.structions  to  commit- 
tees; that  it  had  been  done,  a few  days  ago,  to  this 
committee,  in  relation  to  the  encouragement  of  iron 
manufactures;  that  witliout  such  special  instruc- 
tions, the  committee  might  not  have  their  attention 
called  to  the  articles  in  question:  and  besides  this 
it  wa.s  wisheddhat  tlie  house  by  such  reference, 
evince  their  disposition  to  encourage  the  man- 
ufactures of  our  countrj'. 

After  the  debate  had  progressed  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to,  ayes  69. 

A resolution  was  entered  into,  instructing  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  to  enquire  what  altera- 
tion ought  to  be  made  in  the  law  relating  to  the 
location  of  military  land  warrants. 

!Mr.  Randolph  asked  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  some  days 
ago,  directing  the  appointment  of  a committee  to 
enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
which  being  agreed  to,  he  made  some  remarks 
thereon,  pointing  out  the  utility  and  necessity  of 
its  adoption;  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  and  a 
committee  of  seven  appointed. 

The  following  resolution  was  ofTered  by  Mr. 
Dawson: — “Resolved,  that  a committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law,  for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  super-an- 
nuated  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  late  revolution- 
ary army,  and  of  the  present  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.”  Ordered 
t©  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday^  JVovember  19. — The  following  engrossed 
bills  were  read  a third  time  and  passed,  viz.  “A 
bill  to  extend  the  time  for  opening  the  several  land 
offices  established  in  the  territory  of  Orleans;”  and 
“a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a 
captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Dawson  called  up  for  consideration  the  reso- 
lution which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  for 
appointing  a select  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  by  law,  for  infirm, 
disabled  and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  revolutionary  and  present  army  It  was  consi- 
dered and  agreed  to  without  a division.  The  com- 
mittee consists  of  seven  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  Chair, 
on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Territoi’y  of 
Louisiana.  The  bill  being  read  by  paragraphs, 
Mr.  Fisk  moved  to  strike  out  the  5ih  section  of  the 
bill,  whicli  makes  it  necessary  for  persons  to  be  in 
possession  of  a fieeliold  to  have  aright  to  vote.  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  princi- 
ple, in  a speech  of  considerable  length,  in  which  he 
advocated  the  freehold  qualification  for  voters.  Tlie 
motion  was  opposed  also  by  Mr.  Rhea,  as  unneces- 
sary for  the  attainment  of  the  mover’s  object;  as  he 
stated  the  qualification  for  voters  was  two-fold;  one. 
was  the  possession  of  a freehold,  the  other  a resi- 
dence of  a year  previous  to  the  time  of  election, 

Mr.  Poindexter  made  a motion,  which  superced- 
ed that  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  to  strike 
out  all  that  part  of  the  section  which  defined  the 
qualification  of  voters,  and  in.sert  every  free  -white 
male  citizen  residing  in  the  said  Territory,  -who  sholi 
have  attained  the  age  of  21  years,  and  paid  a tax’* 
This  amendment  was  debated  till  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment,  when  the  committee  rose  without 
taking  the  question,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  ' 
This  debate,  though  protracted  to  considerable  • 
length,  embraced  a very  narrow  question,  viz. 
‘^iiether  it  is  better  to  require  voters  to  hold  free- 
hold property,  or  to  suffer  every  man  to  possess  the 
privilege  of  voting  who  has  arrived  at  the  age  of'21 
years.”  As  already  stated,  ]Mr.  Randolph  took  the 
first  ground,  and  introduced  the  practice  of  Virgi- 
niato  sliew  that  it  was  attended  with  the  best  efleets, 
Messrs.  Fisk,  Wright,  Smilie  and  Poindexter  took 
the  opposite  side  of  the  question.  They  argued 
that  life  and  liberty  are  superior  to  property;  that 
these  are  dearer  to  a poor  man  than  all  the  property 
of  the  rich.  Mr.  Wriglit  said,  that  the  state  of 
Maryland  had  tried  the  property  qualification  for 
voting,  had  found  it  attended  with  bad  effects,  and 
had  now  abandoned  it.  It  was  formerly  requii-cd, 
he  said,  that  a voter  should  be  possessed  of  property 
to  the  value  of  thirty  pounds;  so  that* if  a man  pos- 
sessed a horse  of  that  value,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
vote;  but,  if  the  horse  happened  to  die  before  the 
election,  he  lost  his  priviledge,  which  was  placing 
the  right  in  the  horse  instead  of  tlie  man.  As  to 
freehold  qualifications,  they  were  evaded  too  by 
deeds  made  for  the  occasion,  which  were  afterwards 
cancelled, 

iVIr.  Randolpl),  in  combatting  the  principle  of 
universal  suffrage,  said  that  it  was  impossible  for  tlie 
gentleman  himself  (alluding  to  Mr.  Smilie)  or  .any- 
piping  hot  member  from  a Jacobin  club — for  any 
disciple  of  Tom  Paine  or  of  the  Devil,  to  carry 
'his  principle  of’cqualr  y to  its  full  extent,  for  even 
tiiey  must  exclude  from  its  operation  minors  and 
females.  He  also  took  occasion  to  pronounce  a 
strong  philipp-.c  .against  foreignei-s  having  any  part 
in  the  goverumeat.  ?dr.  Smilie  in  his  reply  paid  a. 
tribute  of  re.spect  to  the  nieinory  of  Paine,  on  ac» 
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count  of  his  valuable  political  WTitin^s,  which  had 
been  considered  as  hi^^lily  serviceable  in  the  revolu- 
tion, and  which  would  be  always  esteemed  wherever 
the  rights  of  man  are  understood,  and  reminded  him 
of  the  foreigners  who  had  assisted  infighting  our  re- 
volutionary battles.  Mr.  R.  justified  his  allusion  to 
l*aine,  said  he  was  sorry  the  gentlemen  had  not  re- 
collected his  Age  of  Reason,  as  well  as  the  Rights  of 
Man,  and  as  to  any  service,  which  he  had  rendered 
by  his  writings,  he  thought  little  of  them,  the  heroes 
engaged  in  that  great  cause  did  not  need  the  assis- 
tance of  an  English  stay-maker.  In  reply  , Mr.  S s^d, 
he  never  interfered  with  a man’s  religious  opinion; 
that  was  a private  concern,  which  lay  between  God 
and  a man’s  own  conscience;  and  as  to  the  profession 
of  Paine,  that  he  apprehended  would  never  lesson 
the  value  of  his  writings. 

Wednesday^  JVovember  20. — Mr.  Poindexter  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  West-Flo- 
rida,  praying  to  be  annexed  with  the  Mississippi 
Territory  rather  than  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Milnor  stated  that  the  present  compensation 
to  witnesses  who  are  compelled  to  appear  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  is  very  inadequate.  Se- 
veral distressing  cases  of  this  kind  had  occurred  in 
Pennsylvania.  To  remedy  the  evil,  Mr.  M.  propos- 
ed the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

“Resolved,  tliat  a committee  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  compensation  of  witnesses  held  under  the  re- 
cognizance to  give  testimony  in  criminal  prosecu- 
tions in  courts  of  the  United  States,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

Agreed  to,  and  a committee  of  three  appointed. 

The  following  members  form  the  committee  for 
considering  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers,  viz.  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Blount,  Butler,  Davenport,  Ormsby,  Gold,  and  Fisk. 

Thursday,  JSTovember  21 — The  house  appears  to 
have  been  this  day  very  busily  employed  in  doing 
nothing.  Mr.  Findley,  from  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions reported  in  part  on  the  case  of  the  contested 
election  of  John  P.  Hungerford  of  Virginia;  the 
report  was  unfavorable  to  the  sitting  member,  but 
recommended  delay  in  order  to  obtain  further  infor- 
mation. The  report  and  documents  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

IN  SENATE, 

Wednesday,  Mvember  20. — Mr.  Smith,  (Md.) 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  religious  society  of 
Friends  of  the  yearly  meeting  held  at  Baltimore  for 
the  western  shore  of  Maryland,  the  adjacent  parts 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  and  the  state  of  Ohio, 
complaining  against  the  traffic  which  has  been  car-- 
riod  on  in  negroes  and  people  of  color  from  the 
middle  to  the  southern  states,  in  which  people  of 
color  entitled  to  freedom  are  frequently  carried  off, 
praying  for  a revision  of  the  law  of  congress  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject.  Referred  to  a committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Smith  of  Md.  Taylor  and  Tait. 

The  Chronicle. 

Many  petitions  have  been  presented  to  congress 
praying  the  passage  of  a Taw  to  enable  the  memo- 
rialists to  import  goods  from  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies,  purchased  before  the  issuing  of  the 
president’s  proclamation,  a-1  which  were  referred  to 
the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufacture's. 

General  Robert  BoToie  (rep  ) was  elected  governor 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  without  opposition,  on 
Mtmday,  the  12th  inst.  George  E.  JvktcheU,  John 
Stephen,  James^B^itcher .Thomas  W.  Meverdp 


Gheislin,  Esquires,  were  appointed  his  ccfuncil  on 
the  following  day 

We  have  no  official  intelligence  from  the  army 
on  the  Wabash. 

The  ship  Cordelia  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
from  Batavia,  turned  off  from  that  place  by  the 
British  Blockading  squadron — ^The  officers  of  which 
informed  the  captain  of  the  Cordelia  that  the  Du'.ch 
governor  had  burnt  the  city  and  retired  to  the  inte- 
rior with  the  troops  and  inhabitants. 

Many  vessels  from  France  have  lately  arrived  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  with  valuable  car- 
goes. The  United  States  firigjite  Constitution  was 
at  Cherbourgh  about  40  days  since.  The  emperor 
had  gone  to  Holland,  whither  he  had  been  followed 
by  our  new  minister,  Mr.  Barlow.  The  accounts, 
generally,  afford  us  practicable  evidence  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees.  Several  vessels  under 
seizure  have  been  released,  but  no  new  seizm’e^ 
have  been  made. 

We  have  Lisbon  , accounts  to  the  7th  ult. — but  no 
news.  The  armies  remained  inactive.  The  marketa 
were  improving — flour  ^15. 

Late  London  papers  have  been  received.  The 
king  was  still  alive,  and  the  battle  between  Crib 
and  JMoUneaux  (the  American  negro)  had  been 
fought.  London  was  depopulated  of  its  nobility 
and  gentry,  and  thousands  of  persons  travelled  hun- 
dreds of  miles  to  enjoy  the  refined  spectacle! — 
Molineaux  lost  the  battle— his  jaw-bone  and  three 
of  his  ribs  were  broken  at  the  eleventh  round. 


The  Editor’s  Department, 

Aided  by  a supplement  to  No.  11,  issued  with 
the  present,  we  have  got  through  the  pressure  of 
the  documents  acompanying  the  president’s  mes- 
sage,  in  Which  the  reader  possesses  a complete 
history  of  the  transactions  of  our  government  with 
the  nations  of  Europe  to  which  they  relate.  With 
the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Erving,  oiir  special 
minister  at  the  court  of  Denmark,  we  shall  progress 
leisurely:  and,  this  series  being  completed,  ws  shall 
then  have  laid  the  whole  body  of  the  documents 
before  our  patrons,  except  the  official  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on  commodore 
Rodgers;  which,  if  found  to  differ  in  any  material 
point  from  that  already  inserted,  shall  be  properly 
noticed.  But  we  have  yet  other  documents  of 
greater  importance,  because  they  more  immediately 
interest  us,  as  Americans,  to  publish;  we  allude  to 
the  reports  of  the  several  secretaries,  p.articularly 
those  of  the  secretaries  of  state  and  of  the  treasury, 
on  the  population  and  manvfacttires  of  the  United 
States.  The  first  has  been  received,  from  which 
it  appeares  that  the  whole  population  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  their  territories,  is  7,239,903.  In  our 
next  it  shall  be  published  in  detail,  contrasted  with 
the  enumerations  of  1790  and  1800,  and  such  other 
facts  of  kn  earlier  date  as  we  have  been  able  to 
collect.  While  speaking  of  the  documents,  a just 
regard  to  our  own  interest  may  Warrant  a declara- 
tion of  the  fact,  that  tliey  alone,  as  we-  shall  publish 
them,  cannot  be  obtained  in  a book-form,  fit  for 
preservation  and  reference,  for  less  than  double  the 
amount  of  the  whole  annual  subscription  to  the 
Weekly  Register. 

We  have  on  hand  many  valuable  articles  of  mis- 
cellany, which  shall  appear  as  soon  as  possable. 

“Like  causes  produce  the  like  effects” — the  first 
four  numbers  of  the  weekly  register  are  not  yet 
re-printed,  for  the  reason  given  in  our  last— we  ex- 
pect to  forward  them  in  about  10  or  15  days  to  all 
the  new  subscribers  who  have  not  received  them. 
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-1  wisli  no  other  liei'aid 


“ No  olher  speaker  of  mij  living  actions^ 

“ To  keep  mine  honor  Irom  corroplion 
“ But  such  an  l:onest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — ii  en ti  t vn  t. 


Brinied  and  published  by  ii.  Niles,  ^^'■a'er-stTfce!,  near  the  Merchiuus’  Goft’ee-fluuse,  at  ^5  f>er  anmtm. 
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COPEJfHAGEtV,  JUNE  1811. 
To  his  excdlencp  Afr.  de  Jlosenfcrtmtz,  First  JMinislev 
of  Stale,  &c.  &c. 

Siu — Willi  my  note  of  yesterdity,  I tr.insmlued 
to  your  excellency  a list  (No.  1,)  of  tlie  “convoy 
cases,”  twelve  in  niimber—lhe  two  last  in  that  list 
are  not  depending  on  appeal  before  the  high  court 
as  is  mentioned  in  a memorandum  opposite  to  tiieir 
names;  the  first  eight  vessels  of  the  remaining  ten 
were  bound  immediately  from  Petersburg  and  Cron- 
stadt  to  the  United  States;  they  had  all  paid  their 
sound  dues,  ar.d  several  of  them  had  been  examined 
before  the  Danish  marine  tribunals  on  entering  the 
Baltic,  and  they  were  all  arrested  in  going  out  by  a 
British  force  and  compelled  to  join  convoy;  when 
that  convoy  was  attacked  by  his  majesty’s  gun- 
brigs,  the  Americans  not  conscious  of  any  illegality 
in  the  nature  of  their  voyages  or  of  any  irregularity 
in  their  own  conduct,  made  not  any  effort  to  escape; 
they  were  captured  and  brought  into  port : no  ques- 
tion lias  been  made  as  to  the  genuine  American 
character  of  the. vessels  in  question,  but  they  have 
been  condemned  under  the  authority  of  the  article 
**d”  in  the  11th  clause  of  his  majesty’s  instructions 
for  privateers,  issued  on  the  lOth  of  March,  1810, 
which  declares  to  be  goood  prize  “ail  vessels  which 
have  made  use  of  British  convoy  eitlier  in  the  At- 
lantic or  the  Baltic.”  At  the  time  of  this  declara- 
tion, these  vessels  were  in  Russia  on  the  point  of 
sailing,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  it. 

This  is  a brief  history  of  the  “convoy  cases” — it 
is  now  my  duty  to  protest  against  the  principle  as- 
sumed in  the  instruction  referred  to,  upon  which 
tliey  liave  been  condemned:  1 shall  endeavor  to  shew 
to  your  excellency  that  it  is  wholly  new,  not  founded 
in,  or  supported  by  any  reasoning  lo  be  derived  IVoni 
the  law  of  nations — not  even  counten..nc«d  by  pre- 
cedents, and  as  wholly  repugnant  to  ttie  doctrines 
heretofore  held  by  Denmark,  itself,  as  it  is  to  tlie 
rights  and  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

That  tlie  belligerent  has  a right  to  ascertain  the 
neutrality  of  vessels  which  he  may  meet  with  at  sea, 
and  therefore  under  certain  suspicious  circumstances 
to  bring  such  vessels  into  port  for  examination,  I 
am  not  dis^poseii  to  deny ; it  may  also  be  allowed 
that  the  being  found  under  enemy’s  convoy  does  af- 
ford such  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion  against  tlie 
vessels  so  found,  as  to  authorise  their  being  sent  into 
port  for  examination — but  this  is  the  full  extent  of  the 
belligerent  riglit  on  this  point;  the  examination  had, 
and  the  vessels  being  found  bona  hde  neutral  must 
■be  acquitted: — to  say  tliat  the  neutral  .shall  be  con- 
demned on  the  mere  fact  that  he  was  found  under 
ferny’s  convoy,  is  lo  impose  upon  him  a necessity 
of  sailing  without  protection  even  against  his  own 
separate  enemies;  for  the  oa-.^e  might  wtII  happen, 


indeed,  has  happened,  that  though  neutral  with  re- 
gard to  the  belligerent  powers,  he  has  had  an  enemy 
against  whom  eillierof  the  belligerents  was  disposed 
to  protect  him — of  such  protection  the  American 
commerce  has  often  availed  itself  during  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the  iinrLrary  powers,  nor 
vvas  it  ever  supposed  b_v  either  of  tlie  great  belliger- 
ent powers,  that  .sitch  commerce  so  protected  by  its 
enemy  had  tiius  become  liable  to  c.ipture  and  confis- 
cation ; the  case  might  also  occur,  tiiat  of  two  allied 
belligerent  powers,  a third  power  sliould  be  enemy 
as  to  one  and  neutral  as  to  the  other;  in  that  case, 
his  seeking  protection  of  tlie  common  enemy  of  these 
allied  powers  against  that  of  them  to  which  he  was 
enemy,  could  noi  subj'cCt  them  to  capture  and  confis- 
cation by  the  .allied  power  with  respect  to  which  he 
was  neutral;  his  right  in  either  of  these,  and  irj  ail 
cases  to  protect  liimself  against  his  enemy  by  .avail- 
ing liimself  of  wiiatever  convoy  offers,  is  unoues- 
tionable.  I state  these  .arguments  against  the  bvG':d 
grounds  taken  in  the  royal  instructions  above  qmned 
— but  it  will  be  said  iliat  the  belligerent  having  also 
an  unquestionable  riglit  to  ascertain  tlie  neutrality  of 
vessels,  and  belligerent  rights  being  paramount  to 
neutral  rights  where  the  tw'o  Iiuppen  to  be  in  colli- 
sion, hence  the  attempt  of  the  neutral  to  deprive  the 
belligerent  of  his  right  by  putting  himself  under  con- 
voy, forms  of  itself  a ground  oi  capture  and  confis- 
cation. To  this  I .answer. 

Firstly,  that  vlie  belligcvent  rights  where  tliey  come 
into  collision  with  those  of  neutrals  are  not  to  be 
deemed  in  all  cases,  ])aramount,  and  that  nothing 
can  establish  such  a general  rule,  but  force,  which 
IS  not  law  or  justice. 

Secondly,  itial  no  presvimption  necessarily  arises 
against  the  neutral  from  the  mere  circumstance 
of  his  being  found  under  enemy’s  convoy — but  that 
this  point  will  entirely  depend  upon  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  eacti  CQse. 

Thirdly,  that  where  the  belligerent  and  neutral 
rights  conflict  all  oilier  circumslrtiices  being  equal, 
the  plea  of  necessi;y  ought  to  decide  the  question  in 
favor  of  the  neutral;  in  the  case  supposed,  tiie  bel- 
ligerent is  seeking  the  mere  exercise  of  right,  but 
liie  neutral  is  occupied  in  liis  self-preservation. 

i’o74;7/t/w, superadded  to  this  reafcon  in  fiivorof  the 
neutral  I’iglit,  is  one  springing  out  of  the  immutable 
principles  of  equit}';  for,  since  according  to  modem 
practice,  the  neutral  has  no  i-epresenutive  in  the 
judicalnre  by  which  his  cause  is  tried,  tliat  it  is  no 
longer  an  umpirage  or  a court  of  arbitration,  so  his 
claim  to  a favorable  leaning  towards  his  right  in  all 
questionable  cases  is  very  much  stsengtliened. 

But  it  is  also  proper  to  enquire  whether  the  ves- 
sels in  question  did  in  fact  put  themselves  under  con- 
voy, With  a view  to  avoid  examination  by  Danish 
cruizers.  Now  it  appears  in  the  first  place  that 
they  did  not  seek  convoy  for  any  purpose,  buU 
that  they  were  forced  into  it.  Apart  however  from 
that  question,  there  were  not  any  Danish  laws  or 
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ordinances  which  they  knew  of  subjertinij  ihem  to 
capture,  nor  could  they  apprehend  or  anticipate 
jmy  such,  tlie  less  as  they  had  previously  passed 
through  the  sound  or  belt  "with  safety  and  without 
convoy — hence  they  had  not  any  motive  to  seek 
convoy  as  a protection  against  Umish  cruizers 
— they  had,  indeed,  other  inducements  to  put 
themselves  under  convoy,  the  decrees  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  of  France  (since  happily  for 
the  iinrmony  between  tiie  United  Suates  and 
France  repealed)  were  then  in  force,  that  system 
working  against  the  English  orders  in  council  pro- 
tluced  such  a state  of  things  with  regard  to  the  com- 
merce of  America,  that  scarcely  one  ot  its  ships 
could  move  on  the  face  of  the  ocean  without  being 
exposed  under  this  unfortunate  co-operation  ol  hos- 
tile systems,  to  capture  and  confiscation;  hence  it 
is  not  surprising,  if  American  vessels  have  froiu 
time  to  time  been  terrified  into  the  convoy  now  of 
one  party  now  of  the  other — but  had  this  happened 
in  the  cases  before  us,  yet  it  would  not  have  formed 
a just  ground  of  capture  and  confiscation,  for  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  tl^e  Berlin  and  jMilan  de- 
crees out  of  question,  those  decrees  hxive  not  been 
adopted  by  Denmark— indeed  at  the  time  the  vessels 
were  taken,  his  m ijestyhad  not  assumed  auy  course 
wdtli  respect  to  the  American  commerce  from  which 
evil  was  to  be  apprehended,  lienee  I beg-  leave  to  re- 
peat til  it  tire  vessels  in  ffuestioiq  cannot  be  presum- 
ed to  iuive  sought  protection  under  British  convoy 
fur  tile  purposes  of  avoiding  his  crui2:ers.  .But  if  the 
contrary  had  been  proved,  if  it  stood  confessed  that 
thav  had  sought  convoy  against  D uiish  cruizers — 
in  that  case  they  would  have  been  liable  to  capture 
certainly,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  they  would 
not  haVe  been  liable  to  condemnation..  1 must  again 
totally  deny  that  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  article  of 
the  ! wal  iustnictions  above  cited,  is  supported  by 
any  principle  to  be  found  in  tiie  law,  and  I can 
confidently  ask  your  excellency  to  show  me  any 
authorities  in  its  favor.  If  the  writers  be  silent  on 
tiie  suDject,  tiien  their  silence  is  f^o  be  construed  fa- 
vorably for  the  neutral,  it  supposes  that  his  right  to 
sail  under  convoy  in  all  cases  is  indisputable,  wliat 
is  not  expressed  against  the  claim  cannot  be  implied 
— «fjut  i v\ill  add  that  all  tiie  analogies  to  be  drawn 
from  the  law,  are  in  favor  of  tJie  neutral;  in  this 
v.ew,  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  instructions,  by  its 
sweeping  hit itude  forms  its  own  condemnation;  for 
it  would  comprise  not  only  vessels  which  might  ac- 
cidently be  within  sight  of,  or  at  any  Indefmite  dis 
sl.mce  (rom  an  enemy’s  convoy,  but  vessels  found  in 
enemy’s  liubors  undercover  of  his  guns:  but  the 
l:tw  says  that  neutral  goods  so  found  under  his 
forts,  within  his  territory,  or  even  on  board  his  ves- 
syls  at  ssii — \yhicli  is  to  be  as  immediately  and  totally 
under  his  protection  as  is  possible — that  these  are 
Fable  to  confiscation  but  shall  be  restored  to  the 
lu'utral  owners,  jt'he  doctrine  laid  down  by  Groiius 
in  tire  “de  jure  belli  ac  paeis”  on  this  paint,  has  tier 
r r been  refuted.,  hut  has  on  the  contrary  been  adopt- 
e-i  by  subsequent  writers;  treaties  indeed  may  have 
SL  d otherwise,  but  treaties  change  not  the  law,  they 
b'nd  only  the  parties  to  them,.  I may  equally  ask 
your  excellency  to  shew  me  examples  in  the  practice 
"of  nations,  countenancing  tiie  rule  laid  down  in  the 
royal  order;  and  I can  quote  in  favor  of  the  neutral 
rigiit  tiie  example  of  England,  a power  which  nei- 
ther your  excellency  or  niyseif  are  disposed  to  extol 
foV  her  moderation  in  the  exercise  of  her  belligerent 
ri|ght.s,  or  for  any  di.sposition  which  she  has  mani- 
fested favorable  to  those  of  neutrals.  England  her 
self  has  never  gone  to  the  extent  of  condemning  ves- 
sds  upon  the  meife  ground  of  their  Uavii)g;.been  taken 


under  enemy’s  convoy ; but  she  has  captured  then? 
in  that  situation  and  acquitted  them. 

I might  occupy  your  excellency’s  attention  by  expa- 
tiating on  the  conduct  of  Denmark  in  former  times, 
by  carrying  back  your  view  to  a consideration  of 
Uiat  great  system  of  neutr  d rights  which  she  so  bold- 
ly adopted  and  so  ably  supported  in  the  year  irSO, 
which  are  again  recognized  in  her  convention  with 
Sweden  in  1794,  which  she  has  subsequently  co-ope- 
rated with  Russia  to  establish,  and  the  leading  fea- 
ture of  wliich  still  appears  in  the  very  roysl  instruc- 
tions on  which  1 have  been  commenting;  but  it 
would  be  an  ungrateful  task,  and  not  necessary  to 
be  undertaken  because  the  mere  mention  of  the  sub- 
ject carries  conviction  to  llie  mind  on  the  point  to 
which  I would  apply  it,  and  because  on  every  other 
X have  already  said  more  than  enough  to  establish 
the  chief  position  with  which  I began,  viz.  that  no- 
thing to  be  found  in  the  law  will  authorise  the  con- 
demnation ofn.’utral  property  upon  the  mere  fact  of 
its  being  found  under  enemy’s  ‘convoy,  and  tiiat 
therefore  on  due  proof  of  its  neutrality  it  must  bs 
acquitted. 

I consider  it  to  be  a propitious  circumstance,  that 
in  acting  upon  this  very  important  question,  his 
majesty’s  government  is  unembarrassed  by  the 
claims  of  privateefsmen,  and  lliat  the  cases  of  these 
vessels  are  tlius  presented  in  the  plaiu  ist  form,  un- 
mixed with  any  extraneous  matter;  the  captures 
having  been  made  by  public  ships,  leaving  the  full- 
est scope  to  the  magiunimity  and  justice  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s disjxjsition 

Jb  have  the  honor,  tac. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

Ko.  1. 

List  of  Jim€Hcan  vessels  taken  in  company  loith  the 
remainder  of  a feet  binder  convoy  of  a British  gnn< 
brig  and  sent  into  Christiajisund  by  five  UanisJs 
‘ gim  brigs  in  Jxdy^ 

Ship  Annawan,  captain  Donaldson,  from  St. 
Petersburg,  bound  to  Philadelphia  and  owned  in 
; Philadelphia. 

; Ship  Be.sper,  Gushing^  do.  Boston,  Newbury- 
port. 

Sliip  I5ope,  Ilhea,  do.  Providence  (R.  I.)  Pro- 
vidence. 

Ship  Janus,  Gawn,-  do'.  Newburyport,  Newbu- 
ry port. 

B;  rque  Mary,  Ropes,  do.  Salem,  Salem. 

Brig  Elizabeth,  earapbeli,  do;  Phiiadelphia, 
Philadelphia. 

Brig  Hope,  Meik,  do.  Marblehead,  Marblehead. 
Brig  Polly,  Graves,  do.  do.  do. 

Schooner  liebecca,  Afeik,  Gothenburg,  do.  do. 
Schooner  Iris,  Russel,  do.  Salem,  Salem. 

*Brig  Sophia,  M'Kentire,  do.  Liverpool. 

*B  irque  Eliza,  Luiflkin,  do.  do. 

No.  % ■ ■ . 

List  of  American  cases  now  pending  before  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  at  Copenhagexi,  Jwie  1,  1811. 
Captured  May.  14,  1810,  schooner  Egeria,  capt. 
Law,  owned  in  New-York,  from  New-York,  bound 
to  St.  Petersburg,  detained  in  Fahrsund. 

June  5,  do.  brig  Minerva,  Baker,  Portland,  Port- 
land, do.  do. 

June  2,  do.  ship  pscar,  Cunningham,  Baltimore^ 
Baltimore,  do.  do.  ' 

July  31,  do.  ship  Minerva  Smyth,  Bfann,  Phila- 
delphia, Philadelphia,  Kiel,  Kiel. 

July  3 1,  do.  ship  Fairtrader,  Craig,  do.  do,  do.  do. 

*These  vessels  American,  but  tiie  cargoes  on 
freight,  supposed  for  English  account  no  appeal' 
declared  fop  eitli^r  vessel. 
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Jiilv  31,00.  bi  ig  Ariel,  Butler,  do.  do.  do.  do. 

Aii;.just  18,  do.  ship  Resolution,  Fddridge,  New- 
Tork,  New- York,  OoUenburg,  (binstiansaml. 

Angu.st  8,  do.  brig  Nimrod,  Smith,  do.  do.  Elsi- 
heur,  Adbourg. 

August  8,  do.  ship  William  Si  June,  Bunker,  do. 
dio.  Russia,  Callenbourg. 

August  29,  do.  brig  Richmond,  Jervis,  Philadel- 
])hiu,  Philadelphia,  Gottenburg,  Fahrsund. 

October,  do.  ship  Pittsburg,  Yardsley,  do.  do.  do. 
Hickitbrd. 

October,  do.  ship  Maria  Theresa,  Phelps,  New 
Yoi  k,  New-York,  Kiel,  Fahrsund. 

November,  do.  sliip  Amiable  Matilda,  Hague,  do 
do.  do.  do. 

Decembei’i  do.  ship  Washington,  Almy,  do.  do 
Russia,  Callenbourg. 

April  1,  1811,  brig  Rachel,  Joseph,  Salem,  Bos- 
ton, do.  Copenhagen. 

April,  do.  ship  Charlotte,  Pierce,  Boston,  do 
Stockholm,  Isle  of  Bonholm. 

TO  THE  SECBETARY  OF  STATE. 

Copenhagen,  July  15ih,  1811. 

Sin-^I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  copies 
of  my  correspondence  w’ith  this  government  since 
my  last  communication,  viz. 

No.  1.  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz,  his  note  of  June  28th 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  6h  and  7lh  of  June. 

No.  2.  My  no*e  to  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz  of  June 
30th,  in  reply  to  the  above. 

No.  3.  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz,  his  note  of  July  9th,  in 
reply  to  mine  of  the  30th  of  June. 

On  the  28th  of  Jtme,  1 waited  upon  the  minister 
for  the  purpose  of  conversing  with  him  on  sucl 
part  of  his  note  of  that  date  as  respected  the  con- 
voy cii^fs,  but  did  not  obtain  any  thing  more  satis 
factory  than  what  is  Contained  in  it;  on  the  29ih,  he 
went  into  the  country,  from  whence  he  did  not  re- 
turn till  the  morning  of  the  2d  inst. — in  the  mean 
time  the  cases  were  pressed  forward  in  the  high  court 
— ^and  it  was  determined  to  condemn  four  of  them 
instantly,  as  though  it  were  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  any  furtiier  remonstrance  on  my  part-  I had 
received  an  intimation  of  this  intention  on  the  30th 
of  June,  and  then  wrote  to  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz  un- 
olTicially,  hopihg  that  he  would  be  able  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  tribunal.  On  the  l.st  inst.  having 
ascertained  that  intention,  I again  addressed  him  in 
the  same  way,  and  in  terms  rather  more  forcible. 
That  communication,  though  unofficial,  Mr.  de  Ro- 
senkranlz,  actuated  by  the  most  friend Iv  motives, 
immediately  sent  to  his  majesty;  yet  it  failed  of  its 
intended  effect,  and  on  the  second  inst.  four  of  the 
cases  were  condemned. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  minister’s  last  note  (on  the 
9th)  1 .again  waited  on  him,  and  warmly  remonstrat- 
ed against  this  precipitate  procedure,  and  the  deter- 
mination  taken  to  condemn  all  the  convoy  cases 
without  admitting  any  justificatory  pleas.  He  re- 
verted to  w'hatever  is  found  in  his  written  communi- 
C itionsto  support  the  determination,  find  yet  deem- 
ed to  regret  that  it  had  been  taken,  but  withal  w'as 
unable  to  effect,  and  did  not  afford  the  least  eniiou- 
ragement  to  hope  for  any  modification  of  it;  never- 
theless, some  of  these  are  cases  of  great  hardship, 
and  I have  conckuied  not  to  relax  my  efforts  in  their 
favor,  whilst  any  one  of  them  remains  uncondemned. 

In  every  other  respect  the  position  of  our  aff’.irs 
unsatisfactory,  the  privateers  are  discouraged, 
iind  Tierirly  all  our  Vessels  pass  without  interruption 
—I  transmit  herewith  the  list  and  statemants  as  cor- 
«xct  as  It  IS  possible  to  make  them,  which  place  in 
tl:e  most  ijistinct  point  of  view  whatever  has  passed  th 


in  reUtion  to,  and  the  actual  state  of  the  bus'iness 
with  winch  I am  charged. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect  and  consideration, 
sir,  your  very  obedieirt  servant, 

GEORGE  W.ERVING. 


Affair  of  the  Little  Belt. 

PKOrKEDG.VOS  OF  TIIK  COURT  OF  ENUrriRT. 

['I'Pese  procoeclings  as  officially  published,  do  not 
appear  to  diiTer  in  any  m iterlal  point  from  the  state- 
ment already  inserted  in  the  Register,  (see  page 
36.)  The  following  i.s  the  address  of  comiTiodbre 
Rodgers  to  the  court  of  enquay,  wuh  its  judgment 
on  tile  case.] 

Jllr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  court  : 

I avail  myself  of  tlie  present  moment  to  express 
my  Blanks  for  the  patient  investigation  of  the  merits 
of  the  transaction  which  caused  its  conv  ntion  : 
and  I feel  perfectly  convinced  that  the  evidence  ad- 
duced is  amply  sufficient  to  insure  that  my  conduct 
in  this  affair  will  meet  t!ie  approbation  of  every  un- 
prejudiced mind,  as  well  for  its  general  tenor  as  for 
the  lenity  shewn  to  an  a.ssumed  enemy,  whom  I had 
it  in  iny  power  to  destroy  by  a single  broadside  more, 
and  that  too  without  any  risk  of  injuring  the  ship 
under  mv  command. 


Many  of  the  interrogatories  put  by  myself  to  the 
witnesses  may  have  appeared  to  tiie  court  superflu- 
ous, 1 fear;  but  when  it  considers  tlie  odious  fea- 
tures of  the  statement  which  has  been  exhibited  in. 
the  news-papers,  said  to  be  captain  Bingham’s  offi- 
cial statement  to  admiral  Sawyer,  (dated  Ids  majes- 
ty’s sloop  Little  Belt,  May  21,  1811,  lat.  35,  53, 
long.  71,  49,  W.  Cape  Charles,  bearing  west,  distunC 
48  miles,)  I am  sure  it  cadnot  complain  of  the  time 
I have  taken  up  in  proving  (while  I iiad  it  in  my  pow- 
er) that  unblushing  representation  to  be  palpably 
and  wilfully  false. 

I sliould  not  now  longer  trespass  on  the  time  and 
patience  of  the  court,  was  it  not  probable  that  the 
present  proceedings  may  be  published  lo  the  world, 
and  a conseifuent  desire  that  even  my  motive  for 
cliasing  the  LiHle  Belt  should  be  known — and  this 
I am  the  more  desirous  of,  as  great  pains  have  been 
taken  by  a few  individuals  who  call  themselves 
'Americans,  to  impose  a belief  that  1 chased  witli  a 
hostile  intention,  not  however  because  1 entertain  a 
hope  of  producing  any  change  in  sentiment  of  men 
like  themselves,  (and  for  the  honor  of  my  country,  I 
hope  there  are  but  few  such)  who  are  disposed  to 
represent  all  the  acts  of  their  government,  as  well  as 
of  its  agents,  in  an  odious  light ; but  to  undeceive 
not  only  my  own  countrymen,  but  even  every  liberal 
Englishman,  who  may  have  been  deceived  by  their 
sophistry. 

That  1 did  chase  the  Little  Belt,  I acknowledge  ; 
but  that  I did  so  with  the  intention  of  offering  me- 
nace or  insult  to  the  British  flag,  1 declare,  in  the 
presence  of  my  God,  is  without  any  foundation 
whatever;  neither  would  the  orders  under  which  I 
was  acting  authorise  .such  a course,  any  more  than 
they  would  have  justified  my  submitting  to  an  insult 
from  a Britisli,  or  any  other  ship  of  w^ar. 

Without  furtner  observation  or  comment  th.*m  is 
necessarily  #onnecled  with  the  subject,  the  follow- 
ing are  therefore  my  reasons  for  having  chased  that: 
ship: — On  the  lOth  of  May,  being  then  at  acchor 
off' Annapolis,  I got  under  we%h  to  proceed  to  my 
station  at  New-York,  in  consequence  of  an  ordap 
from  the  honorable  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  that 
eff'ect ; m which  he  acquainted  me  of  his  having 
issued  this  order  mving  to  his  being  informed  that, 
tj-ade  of  New-York;  had  inteflrrupJeS 
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by  Bi-iii.sh  and  French  cruizers.  At  lliis  time  Ij 
discovered  by  the  «f"ws  papers,  that  a Criiish  frigatt',  j 
se.pposed  to  be  the  Guerriere,  hud,  in  the  vicinity  oFI 
Sandy  Hook,  and  during-  my  absence  from  the  sta- 
tion, irnpressed  out  of  the  American  brirj  Spitfire, 
bound  coasf.vi-e.  a young  man  by  the  name  of  .Dig- 
gioj  an  American,  and  apprentice  to  tlie  master  of 
the  brig- — on  the  16ih  of  M-y,  at  a little  past  me 
vidiun,  being  at  the  time  in  seventeen  fathoms  water, 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues  to  the  oorthward 
and  east'WUi.’d  of  Cape  Henry,  and  about  six  leagues 
from  the  land  to  the  southward  of  Chingoteak,  a 
sail  v/as  dbieovered  to  the  eastv/ard  st-anding  to- 
wards U'S  un-.ler  a press  of  canvas,  which  1 soon 
made  out  by  Ihe  shape  of  iier  upper  sails,  as  they 
became  disiingui.shable  from  our  deck,  to  be  a man 
of  war.  I-fo-.  liaving  heard  of  any  other  ship  of 
war,  than  the  before  mentioned  frigate  being  on 
our  coast,  i conchided  (and  more  particularly  from 
the  direciioii  in  wiiich  she  was  discovered)  that  it 
wa.s  her  ; and  accordingly  determined  to  speak  her, 
as  well  because  I considered  it  my  duty  to  know 
the  names  and  ciiaracters,  if  possible,  of  all  foreign 
br^iizer.s  hovering  on  our  coast,  a.s  from  an  impres- 
sion, if  it  turned  out  to  be  tire  vessel  ! had  conceiv- 
ed, tb.'.t  tier  commander  from  having  learnt  through 
the  medium  cf  the  newsp-apers  the  sensatioiv  which 
the  before  mentioned  outrage  had  produced  through- 
out the  United  States,  might  be  induced,  if  he 
W'as  not  tot.dly  regardless  of  American  claims  to 
justice,  to  mention  tliat  he  had  tlie  young  man  in 
question  on  board,,  and  would  deliver  him  up  to 
me,  and  perhaps  at  the  same  time  assign  some 
ca'ise  for  such  a gross  violation  of  the  sovereign 
rigivta  of  the  American  nation.  At  any  rate,  vvhe- 
tlier  he  was  so  disposed  or  not,  if  I could  learn 
from  him  that  the  man  was  on  board,  I should  have 
it  in  my  power  to  represent  Ike  same  to  my  govern- 
ment, and  thereby  be  the  means^  of  more  readily 
effecting  hts  emancipations  iilom  vassalage,  and  liie 
cruel  necessity  of  lighting  the  battles  of  the  very 
country  whose  ofiieer  had  thus  unlawfully  enslaved 
liim  ; and  in  doing  this,  I considered  I was  doing 
no  more  tl,>an  a duly  imposed  on  me  by  my  situation  ; 
conseqnentl)  I felt  regardless  if,  in  accomplishing 
it,  a further-  attempt  should  be  made  to  insult  my 
counli'v  by  oflering  violence  to  the  Hag  flying  ovei- 
rny  iie.ui — as  I wa.s  then,  am  now,  and  ever  shall  be, 
prepared  to  repci  any  such  insult  or  injury  to  the 
very  utmost  of  the  force  under  my  command  ; and 
that  too  wiiiiout  regard  to  the  consequences  result- 
ing there  from. 

These,  geniiemen,  were  my  motives  for  li.aving 
civ..sed  the  ship  which  1 supposed  to  be  the  frigate 
tiiat  impressed  Diggio,  but  which  afterwards  proved 
to  be  his  Britannic  majesty's  ship  liittle  Belt.  But 
even  if  1 had  no  such  reason  to  justify  my  chasing, 

1 maintain  tliat  the  Ullage  of  nations,  the  treaty  con- 
cluded in  17o,3,  betwen  ilm  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  tiie  British  precedents  almost 
witiioul  number,  gave  me  that  right,  if  it  be  admit- 
te-.l  ihat  our  country  possesses  any  comparative  or 
reciprocal  rights  wiiatever. 

Although  1 admit  I did  chase  the  little  Belt,  I 
nevertlieles.s  deny  that  her  commander  wislied  to 
pi’event  my  coming  up  with  him,  otherwis-  he  un- 
doubtedly would  not  have  kept  away,  and  set  his 
studding  sails  wlicn  he  was  several,  miles  to  wind- 
ward of  me  ; added  to  this,  his  conduct  was  unfriend- 
ly, to  say  the  least,  as  he  declined  shewing  his  colors 
uniil  id'icr  it  was  too  dark  to  distinguish  what  they 
were,  although  he  must  have  perceiv"ed,  as  well  from 
the  courses  I steered,  as  from  my  colors  (of  which  lie 
Ujjidoubl.edly  saw  tlie  pendant)  tliat  I wished  to  speak 


jium.  Indeed  the  several  circumstances  rriake  it  ap^ 
jp.arent  to  me,  tlu.r  he  was  ignorant  of  our  force,  and 
I wished  to  procra.stinate  our  meeting  only  until  after 
it  should  he  dark, 

(Signeo)  JOHN  RODGERS. 

The  following  judgment  comes  at  ter  the  evidence 
and  the  address,  and  conclud'  .s  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  tiie  court  of  enquiry  : < 

The  court  of  enquiry,  authorized  and  required  by 
precept  issued  by  the  honorable  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  Slates,  bearing  date  the  24lh  of 
July,  18-11,  have  in  conformity  with  the  same,  mi- 
nutely examined  into  every  circumstances  stated  in 
the  letter  of  John  Rodgers,  Esquire,  bearing  date, 
ofi’ Sandy  Hook,  May  the  23d,  1811,  and  addressed 
to  the  honorable  the  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  relative  to  the  affair  between  the 
United  States’  frigate  the  President,  and  his  Britan- 
nic majesty’s  ship  the  Uiile  or  I/iUle  Belt ; and  hav- 
ing taken  all  the  testimony  that  coaid  in  any  manner 
or  degree  elucidate  facts,  do,  in  obedience  to  the 
aforesaid  precept,  state  all  the  facts  that  have  been 
disclosed. 

First — It  has  been  proved  to  tiie  satisfaction  of  tlie 
court,  that  commodore  Rodgers,  on  perceiving  his 
Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt  to  be  a ship 
of  war,  made  every  exertion  to  come  up  witii  her 
before  dark. 

Second — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  dis- 
played on  board  the  United  States’  frigate  the  Pre- 
sident, as  soon  as  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the 
Littlp  Belt,  was  discovered  to  be  a siiip  of  war,  and 
was  kept  flying  unii^  noon  of  the  follofWing  day. 

Third — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  captain  Bingliam  acknowledged  that 
the  broad  pendant  of  the  United  States’  frigate  the 
Presi.vlent,  had  been  distinguished  during  the  chase 
from  his  Britannic  majesty’s  shipAhe  Little  .Belt. 

Fourth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  no  colors  were  perceived  fly'mg  on 
board  of  i-,is  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt, 
until  sire  hove  too,  and  that  it  was  then  too  dark  to 
distinguish  to  what  nation  they  belonged. 

Pifth~Il  has  Ijeen  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  tiiat  commodore  Rodgers  h.ailed  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt,  flrst. 

Sixth— It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  commodore  Rodgers’  hail  w*s  not 
satisfactorily  ansM^ered. 

Seventh — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  fired  the  first  gun. 

Eighth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  the  first  gun  fired  by  his  Britannic 
majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt,  was  without  any  pre- 
vious provocation  or  justifi.able  cause. 

Ninth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction,  of 
the  court,  that  the  shot  fired  from  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s ship  the  Little  Belt,  was  returned  from  the 
United  States’  frigate  tlie  President  by  a single  gun. 

Tenth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  the  general  fire  was  commenced  by 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt. 

Eleventh — It  has  been  proved  to  ifie  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  after  the  firing  had  continued  four  or 
five  minutes,  his  Britannic  ms^sty’s  ship  the  Little 
Belt  ceased  firing. 

Tvyelfth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court,  that  after  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the 
Little  Belt  had  ceased  firing,  and  the  fire  of  the  Unit- 
ed States’  frigate  t!ie  President  had,  in  consequence, 
thereof,  ceased  ; that  the  former  ship  in  about  thyee 
minutes  recommengod  her  fire  upon  tbs  lattey- 
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Thirteenth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisihction  land  others  that  shall  fall  within  the  danger  nf  aiur 
oF  the  court,  that  Uic  second  fue  continued  about  sucli  as  sliull  await  our  coast,  in  so  near  places,  to 
five  minutes,  when  his  Britannic  majesty’s  siiip  the  the  hin/.h  ance  of  trade  to  and  from  our  kin^doir..” 
JUIttle  Belt  was  totally  silenced. 

Fourteenth— It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfactioa 


of  the  court,  that  in  both  instances,  when  the  fire  of 
his  BrltanniG  majesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt  was  silen- 
ced, commodore  Rodgers  exerted  liiniself  to  prevent 
further  injury  being  done  to  her. 

Fifieenih— It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court,  tliatthe  United  States’  frigate  the  Pre 
sident  vv'as  lying  to  with  lights  hoisted  during  the 
night,  after  the  aflfair  with  iiis  Britannic  majesty’s 
sbij)  the  Little  Belt 

Sixteenth— It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court,  that  commodore  Rodgers  proffered  aid 
to  the  commander  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  tlie 
L.ittle  Belt,  the  morning  after  the  rencontre. 

Seventeenth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court,  that  in  consequence  of  the  fire  from 
ills  Britannic  mwjesty’s  ship  the  Little  Belt,  one  boy 
was  wounded  on  board  the  United  States’  frigate  the 
President,  one  shot  struck  her  main-mast,  another 
struck  her  fore-mast,  and  some  of  her  rigging  was 
cut. 

Ffighteenth — It  has  been  proved  to  the  satlfaction 
of  the  court,  that  the  letter  of  commodore  Rodgers, 
bearing  dale  off  S mdy-Hook,  on  the  23d  day  o! 
May  last,  and  addressed  to  the  honorable  the  se- 
peretary  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales,  is  correct, 
and  a true  statement  of  the  occurrences  which  took 
place  between  the  United  Stales’  frigate  the  Presi- 
den;,  and  his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  the  Little 
Belt. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning 
at  Mechanic  Hall,  in  Broadway,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

Friday,  theloihof  September,  1^11. 

The  courf  n»et  pa’S  J nt  to  adjournment. 

Present,  cowmedore  Stephen  Decatur,  President. 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  7 
Captain  Isaac  Chauncey.  5 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  court  wliereupon  adjourned  without  day. 
(Signed)  STEPHEN  DECATUR, 

Fresident. 

W:«iv  PAULDING,  jux.  Judge  Advocate. 

[We  close  the  “affair  of  the  Little  Belt”  by  annex- 
ing the  following  extracts  from  British  official  docu- 
ments, shelving  the  sentiments  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, as  to  the  neutral  right,  in  case  of  belligerent 
ships  of  war  frequenting  their  coasts.  "We  are  indebt- 
ed for  them  to  the  research  of  the  editor  of  the  JVu- 
tional  Intelligencer.']^ 

Declaration  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  James  I pub- 
lished in  the  year  1604. 

“Our  pleasure  is,  that  witliin  our  ports,  havens,] 
roads,  creeks,  or  other  places  of  our  dominions,  or 
so  near  to  any  of  our  said  ports  or  hav^ens,  as  may 
be  reasonably  construed  to  be  within  the  tide,  or 
precinct,  there  shall  be  no  force,  violence  or  sur- 
prise, or  oftence  suffered  to  be  done  either  from  man 
of  war  to  man  of  war,  or  from  man  of  war  to  mer- 
chant, &c.  but  that  all,  of  what  nation  soever,  so 
long  as  they  shall  be  within  those,  our  ports  and 
places  of  jurisdiction,  or  where  our  officers  may  pro- 
hibit violence,  shall  be  understood  to  be  under  our 
protection,  and  to  be  ordered  by  course  of  justice, 
&c.  And  that  our  officers  and  subjects  shall  prohi- 
bit^ as  much  as  in  them  lies,  all  hovering  of  men  of 
war,  &c.  so  near  the  entry  of  our  havens  or  coasts  ; 
and  that  tliey  shall  regeivo  and  succor  al[  merchants 


Extract  from  a proclamation  of  his  Jlritauhie  majeoty 
C/uv'les  If.  dated  8th  February,  166f — 8 

“2.  "NVe  will  and  comman:!,  that  all  our  ofricers 
and  subjects,  by  sea  and  land,  do,  as  much  as  in  them 
lies,  proliibit  tiie  roving  and  hovering  of  men  of  w.ii- 
so  near  the  entry  of  any  of  our  haibors,  or  emr 
coasts,  as  that  merchantmen,  homeward  or  outward 
bound  to  and  from  any  of  our  ports,  slir.ll  apprehen  1 
their  passage  to  be  unsafe,  or  their  danger  of  being 
set  upon  and  surprised,  to  the  liindering  and  divert- 
ing of  trade  aiul  commerce  from  ourjior's:  And 

yve  strictly  charge  and  require  our  officers  and  sub- 
jects to  rescue,  succor  and  defend  ali  merchantmen 
and  Olliers,  that  siiall  happen  to  he  set  u[)on,  or 
surprised  so  near  our  coasts,  o.^  the  entry  of  o:;r 
harbors,  as  may  easily  be  construed  to  be  under  our 
more  special  care  and  protection  ; .and  that  tiicy  ap- 
prehend and  seize  all  olfender.s  in  this  kind,  in  ord<‘r 
to  bring  them  to  condign  punisliment,  for  disturb- 
ing and  hindering  the  trade  ami  cornm.  rce  between 
our  subject.s,  and  those  of  ot:r  neighbors  and  al- 
lies.” 

Extract  of  a charge  given  at  an  Ofhnirahe  sessions^ 
held  at  the  Old  Jkiilcy,  by  Sir  L.  Jenkins. 

“You  are  therefore  to  enquire,  if  any  men  of  war 
under  foreign  commissions,  from  any  llie  partle.s  now 
in  war,  do  lie  hovering  near  any  of  his  majcsty’.s  ports, 
havens  or  harbors  ; or  skulking  within  any  of  tiiose 
places  called  tlie  king’s  chambers,  in  order  to  sur- 
prize merchants’  slii|>s  belor.ging  to  t!ie  king’.s 
friends  and  allies,  and  to  snap  tii'em  as  they  arecom- 
ing  or  going  out  of  our  jjorts  ; you  are  io  present 
such  if  you  know  any  ; and  the  king’s  majesty  l.s  to 
be  informed  of  it  out  of  the  records  .and  presentments 
of  this  court;  that  they  may  be  .seized  and  am  .sled,  if 
they  be  driven,  or  do  course  in,  or  else  may  be  fetch- 
ed in  by  his  majesty’s  ships,  and  punished  as  wilful 
violators  of  the  trealirs  his  majesty  lu,ih  with  his 
neighbors,  and  .as  malicious  disturbers  ofour  tr.ade. 

“You  are  to  enquire  if  any  men  of  war  have  jirt;- 
Slimed  to  seatth,  stop  or  carry  awyy  b}-  force,  our 
meidiants’  ships  in  their  course  at  sea,  under  pre- 
tence of  suspicion  that  they  belonged  to  their  ene- 
mies : if  they  have  hronglit  th.ein  out  of  their  course 
to  their  own  ports  witliout  sufficient  cause,  such  as 
is  allowed  by  treaty  between  bis  majesty  and  tlie 
prince  or  state  from  which  the  man  oV  w.u*  lias  his 
commission  ; that  is  a grevious  tresspass,  and  the 
party  that  hath  done  jt,  coming  into  any  of  liis  ma- 
jesty’s ports,  may  be  arrested  and  bis  ship  made  to 
answer  and  satisfy  the  merclumts’ damage.  Ifihry 
have  robbed  or  pillaged  them,  it  is  downright/brmv,', 
as  I have  already  told  you.” 


Treasury  Report. 

Treasury  department,  .Aon,  22,  1811. 

Srn— I have  the  lionor  to  enclo.se  a report  preiior- 
ed  in  obedience  to  the  act  entitled,  “an  act  to  estab- 
lish the  treasury  department.”  '■ 

I have  tile  iionor  to  be,  very  respectfullx',  sir,  yoitr 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

I he  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  rctircsentative’} 
REPOJn’. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  “act  supple- 
mentary  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  establish  the 
treasury  department,”  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
respectfully  submits  the  following  reports  and  esli- 
matp.s  • 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUHES.  ] exceeds  s^6,000,000  ; tind  It  may  for  the  whole  ye:^- 

\.To  theend  of  iheijearWl.  _ | be  estimated  at  about  v<;7,500,0'j0. 

Theaettud  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during-  thCj  The  custom-lioiise  bonds  outstanding  on  the  first 


year  ending  the  30th  of  September,  Ibll,  have  con- 
sisted of  the  following  sums~viz  ; 

Customs,  sales  of  lands,  arrears,  re- 
payments, and  all  other  branches 
of  revenue,  amounting  toge»i)er, 
as  appears  by  the  estimate  [E]  to  ^13,541,446  37 
’I’emporaiy  loan  of  31  st  December, 

1810,  2,750,000  0,0 


Total  amount  of  receipts 
Making  together,wiih  the  balance  in 
the  trea.sury  on  the  1 • t of  October, 
1810,  and  amounting  to 

An  aggregate  of 

The  disbursements  during  the  same 
year  have  been  as  foUoweth,  viz  : 
Civil  department,  including  miscel- 
laneous expellees  aj#l  lliose  inci- 
dent to  tl^e  iiiiercourse  wiili  fo- 
reign nations 
Arm  y , fo  r 1 1 nc  • ion  s, 

arms  and  arsenals  ^2, 129,000  00 
Navv  departn.ent  2,136,000  00 
Indian  department  142,725  CO 


16,291,446  37 


3,459,029  72 


19,750,476  09 


Pii-yments  for  interest  on  thj 
debt 


public 


1,360,858  98 

.4,407,725  00 
2,225,800  93 


Total  current  expences 
Rsimbui-semeiU  of  the  temporary 
loan  (in  March  and  September, 
1811)  ^ ; 
Payments  on  account  of  ti^e  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt 
Amounung  together,  as  will  appear 
more  in  detail  by  the  sutement 
[E]  to 

And  leaving  in  the  treasury  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1 811,  a balance 
of 


7,094,384  91 

2,750,000  00 
5,058,272  82 

15,802,657  73 

3,947,818  36 


day  of  January,  1812,  and  falling  due  in  that  year,  are 
also  estimated  after  deducting  bad  debts,at  7,500,OOQ 
dollars.  This  sum  may  therefore  be  assumed  as  the 
probable  amount  of  receipts  into  tl;e  treasury  dtu  ing  . 
the  year  1812,  on  account  of  duties  or.  merchandize 
and  tonnage ; the  poftion  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
importations  subsequent  to  the  present  year,  which 
will  be  received  in  1812,  being  considered  sufficient 
to  pay  the  debentures  and  expence?  of  collection  of 
that  year.  , 

The  payments  made  by  purchasers  of  public  lands 
north  of  the  river  Ohio,  having  during  the  two  last 
years,  after  deducting  the  expences  and  charges  on 
that  fund,  auiounted  to  near  600, OOQ  dollars  a year  i 
that  branch  of  revenue  may,  for  t)ie  present,  be  esti- 
nvtted  at  that  sum.  Allowing  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  other  small  items  of  revenue, ' which 
consist  principally  of  arrears  and  repayments,  the 
whole  amount  of  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury 
during  the  year  1812,  may  therefore  be  estimated  at 

§8,200,000 

The  current  expences  for  the  same  year  are  esth 
mrted  as  foUoweth,  viz. 

1.  Expences  of  a civil  nature,  both  do- 
mestic and  foreign  * • §1,260,000 

2.  Military  and  naval  establishments,  ac-  • 

cording  tp  the  estimates  of  those  two 
department?,  and  including  the  addi- 
tional and  perrnanent  appropriations 
for  the  purchase  of  arms,  and  Indian 
annuities,  viz.  ‘ 

Army  (incUuling  32,000  dol- 
lars for  militia)  ' 2,581,000 

Arsenals',  arms  and  ordnance  •614,000 


Naval  dejjartment 
Indian  department 

Interest  on  public  deb^ 

Amounting  together  to 


2,500,000 

220,000 


-5,915,000 

2,225,000 

§9,400,000 


And  exceeding,  by  1 ,200,000  dollars,  the  probable 
i2'iQ  no  ■ 9^  receipts.  . The  deficit  may  be  paid  out  of 

§iy,/ jOj-i/o  j three  rniUions  of  doU-ars  in  the treaaiq-y. ' 

, . . . r 1 But  under  existing  circumstances,  it  does  not  seem 

Tlie  actual  receipts  arising  from  revenue  j eligible  to' exhaust  that  fund  ; and  the  estimate  of  re- 

and  exclusively  of  tl,e  temporary  loan,  smee  remi-  j u„eertf.in- 

bursed,  appear  fi-otn  tins  statement  to  have  exceeded  propriety  of  authnrisintt  a loan  sufficient  *o 

tlie  current  expences,  n, ending  therein  the  intwest  | ^ pj^  y diff/^ence,  and  to  defray  such  other  ex 
tuedent,  by  asurnofmorethati  §5,500,Q00.!.-T'  <■  ’ , , . ^ 


ib.it  the  payments  on  account  of  interest,  during  the 
year  ending  on  tlie  SOth  September,  1811,  have,  from 
an  unavoidable  delay  in  making  tlie  usual  remittances 
to  Holland,  faUeu  short  of  li>e  amount  due  during 
the  same  period;’  and  the  real  excess  of  receipls, 
arising  from  revenues  beyond  tlie  current  expences, 
including  tlierein  the  interest  accriicd  on  the  debt, 
•amounts  only  to  near  §5,100,000. 

The  receipts  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1811, 
§Li‘e  estimated  at  §3,300,000  ; and'  the  expenditures 
(including  the  payment  of  arrears  of  interest,  aiid 
^ear  §2,160,000  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt)  at  §4,300,000,  which  will  leave  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  a balance  in  the  treasury  of  nearly 
§3,000,0QQ.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  necessary To 
resort  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  to  the  loan 
authorised  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  congress. 

2.  Year  1812. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  nett  revenue  arising  from 
duties  on  merchandize  and  tonnage,  which  has  ac- 
cTj.'eri  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year  18il, 


traordinary  expences  as  irtay  be  incurred  during  the 
year,  is  respectfully  submittecl. 

It  must  at  the  same  time  be  observed  lliat  tlie  sum 
of  9^400,000  dollars,  thus  stated  as  the  amount  of 
current  expences  for  the  year  1812,  includes,  in  fact, 
a portion  of  extraordinary  expences  arising  frpra  the 
present  state  of  affairs.  Tor  if*  the  military  and  naval 
expenditures  had  been  estimated  at  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing the  amount  actually  expended  for  those  objects 
during  the  year  ending  the  3.0th  of  Septeraber,4811, 
that  is  to  say,  at  4,400,000,  instead  of  5,900,000  dol- 
lars, the  estimate  of  receipts  would  exceed  that  of 
current  expences.  . ' 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  tlie  \ 
naval  establishment,  have  amounted,  in 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 

1810,  to  . ^§1,675,0,00 

And  in  the  year  ending  on  the  3QtU  of 
September,  1811,  to  . 2,136,000 

They  are  estimated  for.  the  .year  1312,  . . 

at  ' ■ ■■  ■ > . 2,500,000 
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The  disbursements  on  Recount  of  the 
Tuilitary  establishment  iiave  amounted 
in  ihe  Vear  ending  on  the  30th  Septen^- 
-ber,  1810,  to  ^ 2,309,000 

And  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th, 

1811,  to  2,129,000 

They  are  estimated  for  the  year  1812, 
at  5,195,000 


But  the  detailed  annual  estimates  for  the  year 
1812,  will  show  that  they  are  predicated  on  the  em- 
ployment of  almost  the  whole  of  the  naval  force, 
and  of  the  whole  military  establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  authorised  by  law,  covering,  besides 
several  other  items,  all  the  expenses  of  more  than 
I7,0C0  effective  men  in  the  land  and  sea  service. 

With  respect  to  the  payments  on  account  of  the 
principal  of  the  debt,  it  is  evident  that  an  autliorlty 
to  borrow  a sum  equal  to  ihat  which  will  be  reim- 
bursed during  the  year  1812,  will  be  necessary.  The 
payments  which,  according  to  law,  must  be  made 
during  that  year  on  tliat  account,  consist  of 

1.  .^nnual  reimbursement  of  six  per 

cent,  and  deferred  stock  1,570,000  00 

2.  Reimbursement  of  the  residue  of 

the  converted  stock  565,318  41 


Three  per  cent,  stock  in- 
cluding converted  slock  re- 
imburs^d 

Registered  debt,  and  debt 
clue  to  foreign  officers 


Leaving  the  amount  of  old 
debt  unreclrcmed  on  fir.st 
January,  1812,  and  consist- 
ing of  the  followyig  spe- 
cies, viz. 

Six  per  cent  and  deferred 
stock.s,  unredeemed,  a- 
mount 

Three  per  cent 

stock  16,157,890 

Converted  do.  565,313 


2,079,269 

90,093 


-46,022,810 


3 ">,900,1 89 


1796  6 per  cent 
stock 

Registered  debt  and  debt  due 
to  foreign  officers 


17,067,096 

16,723,208 

80,000 

33,885 

3.3,904,189 


Amounting  together  to  2,135,318  41 

This  sum,  and  that  payable  for  interest,  amount- 
ing together  to  4,360,000  dollars,  leave,  in  order  to 
complete  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions, 
a balance  of  3,640,000  dollars  which  can  be  applied 
in  no  other  than  in  purchases  of  stock  at  the  prices 
limited  by  law.  The  amount  which  may  be  thus 
applied  is  therefore  uncertain. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

It  appears  by  the  statement  (D.)  that  the  payments 
.on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  will, 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1810,  to  the  31st  December, 
1811,  have  exceeded  §ix  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  With  the  ejtception  of  the  annual 
reimbursement  of  the  sis  per  cent,  and  deferred 
stocks,  there  will  remain  at  the  end  of  the  year  1811 
no  other  portion  of  the  public  debt  reimbui-sable  at 
the  will  of  the  United  States  than  the  residue  of  con- 
verted stock,  amounting  as  above  stated,  to  565,000 
dollars,  and  which  will  be  paid  in  the  year  1312. — 
There  being  nothing  afterwards  left,  on  which  the 
i iws,  passed  subsequent  to  the  year  1801,  for  the 
redemption  of  the  debt,  can  operate,  a general  view 
of  the  result  and  effect  of  those  laws  will  now  be 
presented. 

Exclusively  of  near  three  millions  of  unfunded 
debt,  since  reimbursed,  as  detailed  in  the  report  of 
18th  April,  1808;  the  publ  ic  debt  of  the  United  States 
amounted  on  the  1st  of  April  1801,  to 


And  to  which  adding  the 
Louisiana  six  per  cent, 
stock  being  a new  delit 
contracted  subsequent  to 
the  1st  of  April,  1801, 


Makes  the  whole  amount  of 
public  debt  on  the  1st  Ja- 
nuary, 1812 


1!, 2 50, 005 


^45,154,189 


The  annual  interest  on  the  public  debt 
due  on  the  1st  of  April,  1801,  amoutit- 
ed  to  ^4, 180,46.3 

The  annual  interest  on  the  public  debt 
extinguished  between  the  1st  April, 

1801,  and  the  1st  January,  1812,  a- 

mount  to  2,632,982 

Leaving  for  the  amount  of  annual  inter- 
est on  Uie  old  debt  unredeemed  on  1st 
January,  1812  1,547,481 

The  annual  interest  on  the  Louisiana 

stock  is  675,000 


The  whole  amount  of  principal  ex» 
tlnguished  during  the  period  of  ten 
years  and  nine  months,  commencing 
pn  the  first  of  April,  1801,  and  ending 
on  the  31st  of  December,  1811,  exceeds 
forty-six  millions  of  dollars,  viz. 

Foreign  debt  paid  in  full  10,075,004 
Eight  per  cent,  five  and 
half  per  cent,  four  and  half 
per  cent,  and  navy  6 per  cent, 
stocks  .and  terriporary  loans 
due  on  the  1st  of  April  1801, 
to  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  all 
paid  in  full  12,657,700 

Six  per  cent,  and  deferred 
stocks,  including  the  ex- 
changed stock  reimbursed  20^820.744 


g79, 926,999 


Making  the  annual  interest  on  the 

whole  debt  due  on  1st  J innary,  1812  2,222,481 

Which  substracted  from  the  annual  in- 
terest on  the  debt  due  on  the  1st  April, 

1801  4,180,463 

1 Leaves  for  the  difference  between  the 
amopnt  of  interest  respectively  paya- 
ble at  tliose  two  dates,  1,967,942 

The  disposable  national  revenue,  or  that  portion 
which  alone  is  applicable  to  defray  the  annmd  na- 
tional expences,  consists  only  of  the  surplus  of  the 
gross  amount  of  revenue  collected,  beyond  tlie 
amount  necessary  for  paying  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt.  A diminution  of  that  interest  is,  with 
respect  to  the  ability  of  defraying  the  other  Hnmial 
expenses,  a positive  increase  of  revenue  to  the 
same  amount.  With  an  equal  amount  of  gross 
revenue,  the  revenue  applicable  to  defray  the  nation- 
al expenses  is  now,  by  the  effect  of  the  reduction 
|Of  the  debt,  two  millions  six  hundred  ihousand 
dollars  greater, than  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1801. 
Or,  if  another  view  of  the  subject  be  thought  more 
correct,  the  laws  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt  have 
Un  ten  vears  and  nine  months,  enabled  the  United 
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States  to  pay  in  full  Uie  purchase  money  of  Loui.i- 
ana,  and  increased  their  revenue  near  two  millions 
of  dollars. 

Tf  the  amount  of  annual  payments  on  account  of 
both  the  principal  a!>d  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
diinnt^  the  last  eiglit  years,  be  contrasted  with  the 
payments  hereafter  necessary  for  the  same  purpose, 
the  difference  will  be  still  more  strikintj.  Eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  have  been  annually  paid  on  that  ac- 
count thu'ing  those  eight  years.  The  whole  amount 
payable  acter  the  year  1812,  including  the  annual  re- 
imbursement on  the  6 per  cent  *nJ  deferred  stocks, 
is  3,792,382  dollars,  making  an  animal  difference  of 
mors  than  four  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  Will  bo  liberated  from  that  appropriation. 
And  this  annual  payment  of  about  three  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand  dolhu’s,  would  have  been 
sufficient,  with  some  mull  variations,  to  discharge 
in  ten  years  tlie  whole  of  the  ' ersidue  of  the  existing 
debt,  with  t!ie  exception  of  l\rz  three  per  cent  stock, 
the  annual  interest  on  which  amounts  only  to 

485,000  dollars.  I'iie.  aspect  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  United  States,  forbids,  however,  the  hope 
of  seeing  the  work  completiad  withiu  that  short 
period. 

The  redemption  of  principal  has  been  effected 
without  the  aid  of  any  internal  taxes,  either  direct 
or  ind'rect,  without  any  addition  during  the  last 
seven  years  to  the  rate  of  duties  on  importations, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  impaired  by  the 
repeal  of  that  on  salt,  and,  notwithstanding  the  great 
d .mnutio;!  of  commerce  during  the  last  four  years, 
ir,  tiierefore,  proves  decisively  the  abilUy  of  the 
Uai'-ed  Sute.s,  with  their  ordinary  revenue,  to  dis- 
charge, in  tea  years  of  peace,  a xleht  of  forty -two 
millions  of  dolhir.3;  a fact  which  considerably  lessens 
the  .weight  of  tiiemost  foinnidahle  objection  to  which 
that  revenue,  depending  almost  solely  on  commerce, 
appears  to  be  liable.  In  time  of  peace  it  is  almost 
sufficient  to  defray  the  experises  of  a vvay^  in  time  of 
a war,  if  is  hardly  competent  to  support  the  expen- 
.ser-,  n!  • peace  establishment.  Sinking  at  once  under 
jilv’erse  circumstances  from  15  to  6 or  8 million.s  of 
d()ilar«,  it  v-  only  by  a persevering  application  of  the 
surplus,  wliich  d affords  in  years  of  prosperity,  to ' 
th  - disch'  n;  ? of  die  debt  that  a total  change  in  the 
sy.^iem  of  l..X  vtiou  or  a perpetual  accumnlsU io,n  of 
d.  Lc  cut  be  avoided.  Tint,  if  a similar  application 
of  s.’.clt  surp'oia  heliereuf'-er  strictly  adhered  to,  for- 
ty milho.ns  of  debt,  co.ntractcd  during  five  or  six 
years  of  var,  may  r.l'.viys,  without  any  extrac^dina- 
iTexertio.i,  be  reimbursed  in  ten  years  of  peace. — 
This  view  of  ilie  subject  has,  at  the  present  crisis, 
appeared  necessary  f'r  the  purpose  of  distinctly 
])ointing  out  one  of  the  principal  resources  witliin 
the  reach  of  the  United  States.  But  to  be  placed  on 
a solid  foundation,  it  requires  llie  aid  pf  a revenue 
‘‘sufficient,  at  least,  to  defray  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  government,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
jmblic  rinbt,  including  that  of  new  loans  which  may 
be  authorized.” 

i*rorision  for  the  ensuing  years. 

7'he  revenue  is  derived  from  two  sources;  tlie  dur 
ties  bn  importations  and  Ihe  .-'ales  of  public  lands. 

Tlie  nett  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merciian- 
and  tonnage,  tvhich  accrued  during  the  year 
1809,  amounted  to  6,527,168  dollars,. 

Tiie  nett  revenue  arising  from  the  same  sources, 
v.;h;ch  accrued  during  the  year  1810,  as  wdU  appear 
by  the  statement  A.  and  B.  to  12,513,490 

7'lie  same  revenue  for  the  year  1811,  is  estimated 
as  already  staled,  at  ^7,500,000 

A portion  of  the  revenue  of  this  3’ear  having  been 
collected  on  British  merchandize,  imported  before 


the  prohibition  took  effect,  the  p»=Tmanent  rev 

arising  from  duties  on  tonnage  and  rnsrcliandize, 
will  not  probably,  at  tl'jeir  pre.sent  rate  aud  under 
existing  circumstances,  exceed  ^6, 000, 000 

an  estimate  whicli  is  corroborated  by  the  view  of  the 
subject  exliihiied  in  the  statement  [B2.1 

'J’he  sales  of  public  lands  north  of  the  river  Ohio, 
have,  during’  the  year  muling  tiic  30lh  of  Septenibe:-, 
1811,  amounted,  as  appears  by  the  statenient  (J,  to 

207.000  acres,  and  tlie  payments  by  purchasers  to 

600.000  dollars.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  those 

payments  oiv  the  average  of  the  two  last  years 
amount,  after  deducting  the  expenses  and  charges 
on  that  fund,  to  the  annual  sum  of  §600,000 

the  siiles  in  the  Missisippi  territory,  being  in  the 
first  instance  appropriated  to  tlie  payment  of 
§1,250,000  to  the  state  of  Georgia  are  distinctly 
stated. 

The  permanent  revenue,  or  annual  re- 
ceipts a Tier  tlie  year  1812,  calculated 
on  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  may 
therefore  be  estimated  at  §6,600,000 

Which,  deducted  from  the  annual  expem 
diture.s  calculated  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, and  amounting  by  the  preceding 
estimate  of  the  year  1812,  to,  9,200,000. 

Leaves  a deficiency  to  be  provided  for, 
of  „ , , , 2,600,000. 


An  addition  of  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  present  amoun  t 
of  duties,  together  with  a continuance  of  the  tem^ 
porary  duties  heretofore  designated  by  the  name  t 
of  the  “-Meditevranean  Fund,”  will  be  sufficient 
to  supply  that  deficiency,  and.  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. This  mode  appears  preferable  for  the  pre- 
sent to  any  internal  tax. — r^With  respect  to  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  besides  afibrding  a Supple- 
mentary fiind  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the 
public  debt.,  they  may,  without  any  diminution  of 
revenue,  be  usefully  applied  as  a bounty  to  soldiers 
enlisting  in  the  regular  service,  and  in  facilitating 
the  terms  of  lo;ms.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
actual  receipts  into  the  treasury  arising  from  the 
sales,  c:!M  be  materially  increased,  without  a reduc- 
tion in  the  price;  unless  it  be  by  an  attempt  to  offer 
certain  portions  for  sale  in  the  large  cities  of  the 
union. 

Tlie  same  amount  of  revenue  would  be  necessary, 
and  with  the  aui  of  loans,  vvould,  it  is  believed,  be 
sufficient  in  ca^e  of  war.  The  sanne  increase  of  du- 
lies  vvould  therefore  be  equally  necessary  in  that 
event.  Whether  it  would  be  sufficieut  to  produce 
the  same  amount  of  revenues  under  existing  cu'cum- 
stances,  cannot  at  present  be  determined.  Should 
any  deficiency  a;  ise,.  it  may  be  supplied  without  dif- 
ficulty by  a further  increase  of  duties  by  a restora- 
tion of  that  on  salt,  and  by  a p.ro|x;r  selection  of  mo-- 
derate  internal  taxes,  i’o  raise  a fixed  revenue  of 
only  nine  millions  of  dollars,  is  so  much  within 
the*  compass  of  the  national  resources,  so  much  less 
in  proportion  than  is  paid  by  any  other  nation,  that, 
under  an}-  circurnstances,  it  will  only  require  the  will 
of  the  leglslatupe  to  effect  the  object. 

The  possibifiy  of,  raising  money  by  loa.ns  to  the 
amount  which  may  be  wanted,  remains  to  be  exam- 
ined. For  the  fact  that  the  United  States  ma}'^  easily, 
in  ten  years  of  peace  extinguish  a debt  of  forty-two 
millions  of  dollars,  does  not  necessatidly  imply  tliat 
tliey  could  borrow  that  sum  during  a period  of  war.. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  foreign  loan.s 
may  be  considered  nearly  unattainable.  In  that 
respect,  as  in  all  olher.s,  the  United  States  musl 
solely  rely  on  their  own  resources  Mhe.se  l‘ave 
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their  n at ui’il  bounds,  but  are  believed  to  be  lully  ade- 
quate to  the  support  of  all  the  national  force  iliat 
can  be  usefully  and  efficiently  eniployed. 

Tile  ability  and  will  of  the  United  States  faithful- 
ly to  perform  their  eng-agements,  are  universally 
known ; and  the  terms  of  loans  will  m no  shape, 
>vhatever,  be  aflected  by  the  want  of  confidence  in 
cither.  They  must,  however,  depend,  not  only  on 
^he  state  of  public  credit,  and  on  the  ability  to 
lend,  but  also  on  the  existing’  demand  for  capital 
I’equiied  for  other  objects.  Whatever  this  may  be, 
the  money  wanted  by  tiie  public  must  be  purchased 
at  its  market  price.  "Whenever  the  amount  wanted 
for  the  service  of  (lie  .year  or  the  whole  amount  of 
stock  in  the  m irket,  sliall  exceed  certain  limits,  it 
may  be  expected  that  legal  interest  will  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  obtain  the  sums  required.  In  that  case  the 
most  simple  and  direct  Is  also  the  cheapest  and  safest 
mode.  It  appears  m.uch  more  eligible  to  pay  at  once 
the  difierence,  eitiser  by  a premium  in  lands,  or  by 
allowing  a higher  rale  of  interest,  than  to  increase 
the  amount  of’  stock  created,  or  to  attempt  any  ope- 
ration, which  might  injuriously  affect  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country.  This  difficulty,  and  it 
is  the  only  serious  one  which  has  been  anticipated, 
will  not,  indeed,  if  analysed,  -appear  very  formida- 
ble. For  to  take  an  extreme  case,  and  supposing 
even  forty  millions  of  dollars  to  be  borrowed  at  eight 
instead  of  six  per  cent,  a year,  the  only  differer.ee 
would  consist  in  the  additional  payment  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a year,  until  iheprinciptl 
w,as  reimbursed;  a payment  inconveni<=’nt  indeed,  and 
to  be  avoided  if  practicable,  but  inconsiderable  if 
compared  either  with  the  effects  of  other  means  of 
raising  money,  or  with  some  other  branches  of  the 
public  expenditure. 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  estimates,  that  no- 
tliing  more  may  be  strictly  wanted  for  defraying, 
during  the  year  1812,  the  expenses  as  yet  authorised 
by  law  than  an  authority  to  borrow  a sum  equal  to 
that  v/liich  may  be  reit^ursed  on  account  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt.  With  a view  to  the 
ensuing  years,  and  considering  the  aspect  of  jjublic 
affairs  presented  by  the  executive,  and  the  measures 
of  expense  whicli  he  has  recomm,e«ded,  it  has  been 
attempted  to  show — 

1.  Tiiat  a fitted  revenue  of  about  nine  millions  of 
dollars  is  necessary  ajid  sufficient,  both  under  tlie 
existing  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
event  of  their  assuming  a different  attitude. 

2.  That  an  addition  on  the  rate  of  duties  of  impor- 
tations is  at  present  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  al- 
though, in  the  course  of  events,  it  may  require  some 
aid  from  other  sources  cf  revenue. 

3.  That  a just  reliance  may  be  placed  on  obtaining 
loans  to  a considerable  amount,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
traordinary expences  which  may  be  incurred  beyond 
tlie  amount  of  revenue  above  stated. 

4.  That  the  peace  revenue  of  the  United  States 
will  be  sufficient,  without  any  extraordinary  exer- 
tions, to  discharge  in  a few  years,  the  debt  w’lich 
may  be  thus  necessarily  incurred. 

All  which  is  respecfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Treasury  Department y JVov.22dy  1811. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

List  of  the  members  of  the  senate  and  liouse  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  according  to  states 
■ shewing  also  tiieir  political  character — renubli- 
cans  in  Italic.  ‘ 

NEW.HAMPKHTUE.  MASSA  THUSETTS. 

Diehard  OntiSy  .Tames  Lloyd,  jim. 

J^'icholas  Gilman,  loseph  D.  J arnuin. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Cliaunc',  Goodrich, 
Samuel  W.  Dana. 

lUlODE-lSLANU. 

William  Hunter, 
Jeieminh  B.  Howell. 

VERMONT. 

Stephen  It.  Bradleyy 
Jonathan  Jiolnnson. 

NEW-YOKK. 

Obudiah  Germany 
John  Smith. 

NEW- JERSEY. 
John  Lamberty 
John  Condit. 

rENNSTLVAMA. 

..Andrew  Greyly 
JUichael  Leib. 

IIKLA  WARE. 

James  A.  liayard, 
Outerbridge  Horsey. 

Maryland. 
Samuel  Smith, 

Philip  Reed. 


TIRGINIA. 

Richard  Brent, 

1i  illiam  B.  Giles. 

WORTII-C.’.ROUKA. 
James  Turner, 

Jesse  FrankliiK 
sourn-cAROLieJA. 
John  Gaillard, 

John  Toy  hr. 

oEonaiA. 
Charles  'J'uit, 
r/illiam  H Crawford. 

Kr.NTUCKY. 
George  j\l.  Bibb, 

John  JJope. 

TENNESSEE. 

Joseph  ..Inderson, 
George  JI.  Campbell, 

OHIO. 

Thomas  Worthingtor:, 
Jllexandev  Campbell. - 


R EPRESEN  TAT]  YES. 


NEW-HAMKIIIRE. 
Josiali  Bnrt'ett, 

Samuel  JRiismoor, 

Obed  Hally 

John  A.  Harper, 

George  Sullivan. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
F.-zekiel  Bacon, 

A hi  jab  Rigelovy, 

El'jah  Brigham, 
Richard  Cutts, 

AVilliam  Ely, 

Barzillai  Gannett, 

Isfliah  L.  Green, 

Josiab  Quincy, 

William  Reed, 

Rbenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Taggart, 

Peleg  Tallman, 

Charles  Turner,  jun. 
Laban  AYheatop, 
Leonard  White. 

JFiUinm  fVidgery, 

If  illiam  JM.  Richardson. 

nnODF.-ISLANI). 

Richard  Jackson,  jun. 
Elish  R.  Potter. 

C JNNEeTICUT. 

Epaphrodltus  Champion 
John  Davenport,  jun. 
Lyman  T^aw, 

Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun. 
Lewis  R.  SUsrges, 
IJenjamin  Tallmadge. 

VERMONT. 

]\f  artin  Chittenden, 
James  Fisk, 

Samuel  .Shaw, 

IVilliam  Stron.r. 

NEW-YOUX. 

Daniel  Avery, 

Harmamis  Bleecker, 
'J'homas  B.  Cook, 

James  Emott, 

Asa  Fitch, 

Thomas  R.  Gold, 

R.  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Arvnah  JMetcoIf, 

Samvel  L,  MitchiV, 


Williari  Panhiing,  jun. 
Benjamin  Fond, 

Peter  B.  Porter, 

Phene  zer  Sage. 

Thomas  Sammons, 

Silas  Stow, 

Uri  Tracy, 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Jr. 

NEW-JEIISET. 

.Idam  Boyd, 
lewis  Condit, 

Jacob  Hufy, 

Geo^'ge  C.  Maxwell, 
James  J\f organ, 

Thomas  JSl'ewhold, 

PENNSTLTAN I A. 

Jniliam  Anderson, 
David  Bard, 

Robert  Brown, 

IVilliam  Crnxiford, 
Roger  .Dnviti, 

V/illiam  Findley, 

Jolai  AI.  Himeman:, 
Abner  Lorock, 

.Joseph  Lefever, 

Aaron  Lyle, 

James  Milnor, 

IVilliam  Piper, 

Jonathan  RoheriSi 
IVilliam  Rodman, 

Adam  Seybert, 

.John  Smilie, 

George  Smith, 

Robert  WhilehiU .. 

DELAWARE. 

Henry  M.  Rklgely. 

MA  HYLAND. 

Stephenson  Archer, 
Charles  Goldsborough, 
.Joseph  Kent, 

Philip  B.  Key,. 

J:*eter  Tuttle, 

Ale.vander  JWKim, 
Samuel  Ringgold, 

Philip  Stewart, 

Robert  Wright. 

VIRGINIA. 

Jolm  Baker, 

Jlurivell  Bassett, 

Jam.es  Breckenridge, 
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William  Jl.  Biinoelt, 
JMatthew  Clay, 

John  Clopton, 

John  Da-wson^ 

'Thomas  CrholsoUf 
Teterson  Good:ivynf 
Tdrvin  Gray, 

^8ylett  HaiveSf 
John  P.  Hun,^srford/ 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun. 
William  M^Coy^ 

Hugh  Ji'elson, 

Thomas  jV'etutonf 
James  PlcasagiU^  Jr. 
J"ohn  i2n?irfolph, 

John  Hoane, 

Dmiel  Sheffey, 

John  Smiih,- 
'J'homas  Wilson, 


JfOHTH-CAKOLINA. 

Willis  Alston,  jun. 
William  Black  ledge. 
Thomas  Blmnt, 
James  Cochrati, 
Meshack  Franklin, 
William  R.  King, 
JWithaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  M‘Bryde, 
Joseph  Pearson, 
Israel  Pitkens, 
Lemuel  Sa-wyer, 
Richard  Stanford, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

William  Butler, 

.John  C.  Calhoun, 
Largdon  Cheves, 
Klias  Earle, 

William  Liimdfs, 


Thomas  Moore, 

David  R.  Wiliams, 
Richard  Winn. 

GEORGIA. 

Wiliam  W-  Bibb, 

Ho-wcll  Cobb, 

Bolling  Hall, 

George  M.  Troup. 

KENTUCTF. 

Henry  Clay,  (Speaker.) 
Joseph  Desha, 

Richard  J\T.  .Johnson, 
Sa?nnel  M'-Kee, 
Anthony  JVe~.v, 


Stephen  Ormsby. 

TENNESSEE. 

Felix  Grundy, 

John  Rhea, 

John  Sevier. 

OHIO. 

.^creyniah  Motrovj. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITOnr. 

Geo. Poindexter,  delegate 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Jona.  .Jennings,  delegate 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

f Vacant.  J 


*Mr.  Hungerford’s  seat  is  contested  ; the  commit- 
tee of  elections  have  reported  in  favor  of  the  repub- 
lican candidate,  Mr.  Talliaferro — but  no  decision  has 
yet  beenh^d. 


Colonial  population — 1753, 

The  following  estimate  of  provincial  popnlatipn  in  1753,  (see  Marshall’s  life  of  Washington)  was  given 
as  an  authentic  account  from  militia -rolls,  poll-taxes,  bills  of  inortality,  returns  from  governors  and 
other  authorities  of  tlie  times. 

COLONIES.  3 

Nova  Scotia  » r . " 

New-Hampshire  ^ - 

Mass£tchusetts-bay  • ^ 

lihode-Island  - , 

Conned  icut  • - - 

New  York  - , - 

The  Jerseys  - - - - 

Pennsylvania  and 

Delaware  - . . 

Maryland  - 


HIT  ANTS. 

COLONIES. 

INHARITANTS. 

5,000 

Brought  up 

885,000 

30,000 

Virginia  - - *■ 

85,000 

220,000 

North  Carolina  - - . - 

- 45,000 

35,000 

South  Carolina  - 

30,000 

100,000 

Georgia  - - « 

6,000 

. 100,000 

60,000 

Total  - 

^ 1,051,000 

250,000 

Louisiana,  French  colony'^ 

7,000 

85,000 

Canada,  do. 

- 45,000 

*885,000 

52,000 

UNITED  STATES^  CENSUS  FOR  mo. 


DISTRICTS. 


Vermont 
New-Hampshire 
C Maine 

2 Massachusetts 
Rhode -Island 
Connecticut 
New -York 
New-Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware  - 
Jilaryland  - 
^ Virginia  - 
C Kentucky 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina  - 
Georgia  - 
Western  terri-"^ 
tory,  south  of^ 
the  river  Ohio  S 


S ft. 
ft 

ft.  .ft 


H’i- 

It- 

t_-J  2- 

n>  a 

ft 


15,154 

69,988 

35,576 

13,103 


^ ft-. 

I 


ft. 

^ S 

-2.1 


ft- 

-i 


22,335!  22,328 
36,0861  34,851 
24, 384i  24,748 
95,453.'  S7,289 
16,019{  15,799 
60,593 
84,700 
45^251 
110,788 
.11,783 
55,915 
110,9,364 16, 135|2 15,056 


40,505 
70,160 
46,870 
190,582 
32,652 
54,403]  1 17,448 
7.8,122  152,320 
41,416  13,287 
106,948  206,365 
12,143,1  22,384 
51,33^101,395 


17,0571  28,922 
77,5061140,710 
37,722|  56,880 
14,044  24,739 


6,271!  10,227  15,365 

I I 


361 


Co' 

S' 

' 

JO 

'Total. 

i 16' 

.85,539 

) ■ 158 

141,885 

1 y,one 

56,540 

y none  ■ 

378,787 

V - 948 

68,825 

3 2,764 

237,946 

i 21,324 

340,120 

3 U,423 

184,139 

7^  -3,737 

434,373 

3,.,  8,887 

59,094 

3 103,036 

■319,728 

5 292,627 

747,610 

4 1-2,430 

73,677 

5 100,572 

393,751 

1 107,094 

240,073 

B 29,264 

82,548 

1 3,417 

35,691 

^ 475,327 


^ 827,287 


GRAND  TOTAL  3,929,326 
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TOTAL 

district  of  Columbia  ^ . 

1 

Vermont  ....'• 

New-Hampshire  . . 

Massachusetts  . . 

Maine 

Rhode  Island  . . . . • 

Connecticut  ..... 

New-York  

New  Jersey  . - . . • 

Pennsylvania  . • • • 

Delaware  j ..  . . 

j Maryland 

, Virginia  . . ^ . 

Kentucky  . , .... 

North  Carolina  , . 

South  Carolina  ..... 

Georgia 

Tennessee  ...... 

North.  West.  Ter,  (now  state  of  Ohio) 
Indiana  Territory  .... 

Mississippi  Territory  .... 

NAMES  OF  STATES. 

1 

I 

i 

I 

1 

813,258 

1.788 
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Interesting  Statistical  Table, 

fehawing^  the  whole  amount  of  the  population  of  the 
tJniied  States;  together  with  their  several  enumera- 
tions as  constitutionally*  estimated  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  representatives;  '’he  number  of  representa- 
tivesy  supposing  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  at  35,000, 37,000, 
38,000  and  40,000,  and  the  fractions  thereafter  re- 
maining to  eacii,  on  each  supposed  ratio.  The  pre- 
sent ratio  I.s  33,000. 
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*‘Tlepresentatives  and  direct  taxes,  shall  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  states,  which  may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  union,according  to  their  respective 
numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  tJ»e 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  includir»;  those  bound 
to  service  for  a term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  three  ffihs  of  till  other  per  sons  [meaning 
slaves.]— Const,  of  the  U.  S.  art.  1.  § iii..  The  fourth 
column  in  the  table  contains  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  several  states  so  cj^lculaied. 


The  Census. 

We  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  printing  an  extra 
number  of  otir  tables  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  belief  that,  by  multiplying 
the  copies,  we  might  reduce  the  value  of  the  Re- 
GisTEH,  as  a booh  of  rcfereiicey  because  of  their 
being  the  more  easily  obtained  by  non-subscribers 
to  the  work.  Tins  may  appear  a selfish  principle; 
but,  in  fact,  it  is  merely  the  exercise  of  an  unques- 
tioned right  to  secure  to  the  patrons  of  this  publica- 
tion a certain  legitimate  advantage  over  other  per- 
sons; as  we  presurrre  that  few  periodical  works  in 
the^United  States  will  undertake  to  insert  an  account 
of  the  census,  Irl  detail,  as  we  intend  to  do,  and 
tile  high  price  of  the  official  copy  forbids  its  pro- 
curement by  a large  majority  of  those  who  might 
desire  to  possess  it,  if  to  be  obtained  on  reasonable 
terms.  Also,  consulting  our  own  convenience,  as 
well  as  the  accommodation  of  our  readers  (who 
might  feel  disappointed  in  receiving  a whole  sheet 

figures)  we  have  determined  so  far  to  deviate 
from  the  plan  offered  in  the  prospectus  as  to  pro- 
ceed gradually  with  the  publication  of  these  highly 
interesting  t.ables,  somewhat  in  the  following  man- 
ner: The  present  number  contains  an  account  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States  at  four  different 
periods — ^^1753,  1790,  1800  and  1810; — the  three 
last  from  official  documents.  We  shall  next  com- 
mence a comparative  view  of  the  several  counties 
and  the  sever.sl  states,  by  the  enumerations  of  1790, 
1800  and  1810:  after  which  will  follow  a statement 
of  the  population  of  all  the  towns,  townships,  hun^ 
deeds,  or  other  minor  divisions  of  the  various  coun- 
ties of  the  different  states,  clearly  and  distinctly 
arranged,  as  laid  down  in  the  official  papers;  ac- 
companied by  such  remarks  as  may  be  deemeef 
necessary  to  the  complete  unaerstanding  of  the 
whole  subject,  and  with  some  interesting  tables 
growing  out  of  the  general  results,  comparative  an^ 
exjilanatory. 

As  a census  is  taken  but  once  in  ten  years,  and  as 
every  man  feels  a desire  to  know  and  frequently  to 
refer  to  the  facts  regarding  his  own  state,  coimty  ov 
toxvnskip,  we  presume  the  detail  will  not  be  thought 
tedious,  or  be  esteemed  improper  in  a work  of  this 
kind,  calculated  to  register  so  many  important  facts 
in  so  small  a compass,  and  make  them  accessible  to. 
all.  As  the  matter  will  be  very  much  compressed^ 
we.  expect  that  all  these  statements  may  be  contain- 
ed in  about  twenty  of  our  heavy  pages. 


The  Chronicle. 

Savannah,  Nov.  16. 

Serious  fracas. — Within  the  lust  three  or  four  days 
some  serious  disturbances  have  taken  place  between 
the  American  seamen  and  the  crew’s  of  the  French 
privateers  La  Vengeance  and  V Agile,  (or  Francaise) 
which  had  been  lying  in  this  port  for  some  time  past. 
Investigation  into  the  merits  of  tlie  case  by  proper 
authority,  being  yet  uncompleted,  we  are  unable, 
as  yet,  to  lay  before  our  readers  as  accurate  a de- 
tail of  particulars  as  could  be  wished.  The  circum- 
stances, so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  appear  to  1^ 
these: 

On  Wednesday  night  last  a quarrel  originated  at> 
a house  in  t!ie  upper  part  of  tl\e  city,  belw'een  some 
seamen  and  a party  of  the  privateersmen.  A ren- 
contre ensued,  in  which  three  American  sailors* 
were  stabbed,  and  their  opponents  much  bruised  by 
bludgeons.  The  three  wounded  seamen  we  hear  are 
since  dead — one  of  them  belonged  to  the  brig  Het- 
ty, captain  Fountain  . from  Philadelphia,  uaracdv 
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Taylor— the  names  of  the  others,  or  of  the  ves- 
sels to  which  they  belonged,  could  not  be  ascer- 
faiwed. 

The  seamen  yesterday,  became  so  e:tasperaled  tl>at 
they  ueterinined  oit  being  avenged  by  destroying  the 
privateer^.-  They  accordingly  embodied  themselves 
lust  evejdng,-  and  before  the  civil  or  military  audiori- 
ty  had  the  knovvledge  or  opportunity  of  interfering 
in  the  transaction,  set  fire  to  L’Agile,-  and  burnt  her 
to  the  Water’s  edge. 

Lu  Vengeance  Was  then  taken  possession  of  ^by  a 
detachment  of  the  Savannah  Volunteer  Guards  con- 
veyed to  the  Upper  part  of  the  town,  and  remained 
in  their  custody  until,  between  11  and  12  o’clock  si 
nigiit?  when  the  seamen  procui-ed  a lighter  botft,and 
a parcel  of  tar  and  other  combustibles,  which  were 
put  into  the  boat;  towed  towards  the  vessel  and 
obliged  the  guard  to  abandon  her,  for  their  own  safe- 
ty, as  w^ell  as  to  avoid  the  painful  task  of  firing  on 
tneir  fellow-citizens.  The  fire  soon  communicated, 
and  La  Vengeance  soon  sliared  the  fate  of  the 
L’ Agile. 

Previous  to  the  assemblage  of  the  seamen,  yester- 
day, several  of  the  crews  of  the  privateers  had  con- 
cealed themselves  in  a vacant  store  on  Auciaux’s 
wliarf,  where  it  seems  they  had  some  arms  and  am 
munition  deposited.  On  the  seamen  attempting  to 
get  on  board  the  privateer  they  were  fired  upon 
from  tlie  upper  windows  of  the  store.  Captain  Mil- 
ler, of  the  Champlin,  (New-York  p.acket)  was  dan 
gerously  wounded;  liaving  one  of  his  eyes  sliot  en 
tirely  out;  the  other  much  injured;  bridge  of  his 
nose  broken,  and  his  life  doubtful.  A seaman 
wounded,  (since  dead)  and  a colored  person  (wound- 
ed) were  shot  nearly  at  the  same  time  and  in  like 
manner. 

One  of  the  privateer’s  crew  Was  killed  on  the  bluff 
yesterday,  in  the  affray,  and  another  died  in  jail  last 
night  of  his  wounds.  Several  others  on  both  sides 
-are  wounded,  but,  we  understand,  not  dangerously 
Upwards  of  one  huudred  of  the  rioters  are  novf  in 
jail. 

We  pretend  not  to  give  this  as  a correct  statement 
As  soon  as  the  matter  is  fully  investigated,  we  will 
endeavor  to  lay  before  our  readers  a clearer  account 
of  the  occurrences. 


BATTLE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

TAe  folio-wing  is  an  extract  from  a letter  to  a member  of 
congress  at  JVashington,  dated 

Yi.v'Cr-sNKs,  November  12. 
*‘This  day  we  have  just  received  information 
that  the  governor  has  had  a battle  with  the  Indians 
—thirty  men  killed  and  about  one  liundred  wound 
ed.  The  governor  marched  up  to  the  Prophet’s 
town  in  the  evening,  had  a short  conference  with 
the  Prophet,  and  it  was  agreed  to  hold  a council 
the  next  morning.  A negro  had  deserted  to  the 
Indians,  and  told  them  that  the  governor  had  but 
about  three  hundred  men;  that  he  had  a great  deal 
of  goods  with  him,  and  that  the  next  day,  when 
they  were  in  council,  that  the  governor  intended  to 
fall  upon  them  and  destroy  them.  This  informa 
tion,  it  is  sapposed,  induced  the  Indians  to  com 
menc^  hostilities.  The  Indians  commenced  the  at 
tack  in  the  night.  The  baUle  lasted  about  two 
hours.  They  were  charged  by  the  regulars  and 
broke.  The  Prophet’s  town  is  burned  and  the  corn 
destroyed.  From  tliis  specimen  we  may  now  ex- 
pect an  Indian  war.  The  army  were  nut  disturbed 
until  they  arrived  at  tiie  Prophet’s  town,,  excep  t the 
wounding  of  a centlnel,  supposed  to  he  doa.^  by  the 
Indians’-^ 


Extract  of  aiiothe^  letter  from  a gentlemen  in  T*;.- 
cennes  to  a member  of  congress^  of  the  same  date. 
“'Phe  governor  has  had  a severe  engagement,  irt 
wliich  Harrison  county  suffered  great  loss.  Berry 
and  Spencer  are  both  killed,  and  a great  majay  of 
their  men.  The  action*^  continued  two  lionrs.  By 
the  regulars’  bravery  the  governor  proved  victorious 
— defeated  the  savages — destroyed  their  towns 
iheir  corn.  The  Indians  fell  upon  them  two  hours 
before  day,  where  they  were  encamped,  within  three 
q^uarters  of  a mile  of  tlieir  towns,  and  ran  into  some 
of  their  tents.  Randolph  was  shot  through  and 
fell  dead — colonel  Davies,  from  Lexington,  wlio 
commanded  the  horse,  although  the  horse  was  not 
brought  into  action,  yet  several  of  them  lost  their 
lives.'’ 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  Louisville  to 
a member  of  congress,  dated  the  \6th  JSTovember. 
“An  action  took  place  on  the  7lh  November,  be« 
tween  the  troops  under  goventor  Harrison  and  the 
Indians  under  the  Prophet.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  particulars:  “I  give  you  a list  of  a few  that 

were  killed  irt  the  action— colonels  Davies  and 
Owen  of  Shelby,  icoloneU'White  of  the  Sa(in^,  cap- 
tai»t  Spencer  and  both  his  subalterns,  and  captain 
Berry  from  Corydon;  also  captain  Bain,  of  the  re- 
gulars. There  were  170  whites  killed  and  wounded 
and  as  many  Indians.  The  Indians  made  the  attack 
on  the  bight  of  the  7th  instant;  they  surprised  our 
army,  they  killed  all  the  guards  with  arrows  and 
were  in  the  camp  before  the  wliVtes  had  the  least  no- 
tice of  them.  The  battle  was  foiight  in  sight  of  the 
prophet’s  town.  Three  Indians  attacked  colonel 
E.  Geiger  in  his  tr.nt  at  one  time — he  killed  one  and 
vanquislied  the  other  two;  he  was  shot  through  the' 
arm.  Governor  Harrison  was  shot  through  the 
hat  and  slightly  wounded  in  the  head.  Thomas 
Randolph  was  killed  dead;  Judge  Taylor’s  horse  was 
killed  under  him.  It  is  sajd  that  major  Floyd 
fought  like  Caesar  in  his  shirt  tail.  The  Indians 
rushed  up  and  came  to  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
with  their  tomahawks^  There  has  been  dreadful 
slaughter^ 

“Since  writing  the  above,  I have  seen  a letter  frdm 
Hunter  to  captain  Clark;  he  states  that  he  is  slight- 
ly wounded,  and  among  the  number  killed  are  Jas. 
Summerville  and  Stephen  Mars — Huilter  slates  that 
the  Indians  got  all  their  beef  and  a great  number 
of  their  liorses;  they  got  about  five  thousand  bushels 
of  corn  and  burned  the  prophet’s  town  the  day  after 
the  action.” 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  learn  that  other  letters 
received  state,  that  governor  Harrison  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  prophet  on  xhe  7lh  November,  and  it 
had  been  agreed  between  them  to  hold  a council  on 
the  next  day— that  a negro  had  deserted  from  the 
American  army,  had  went  over  to  the  Indians,  and 
told  them  the  intended  council  was  only  meant  as  a 
decoy  to  the  Indians,  whom  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  whites  to  massacre  when  gathered  together,  and 
that  the  American  troops  only  Consisted  of  about  tv«> 
hundred. — [^JYat.  Intel. 


Baltimore,  jSTovemb^r  20* 

Appoint>iet^'p«.  By  the  President  of  the  United 
States  — Gabhiel  Duval,  Esq.  of  Maryland,  late 
comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States— 
and  Joseph  vStory,  E^iq.  of  Massachusetts,  associate 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,/ in 
the  places  of  Samuel  Cluise,  Esq.  deceased,  an'd  John 
Quincy  Mams,  Eac],.  who  declined  to  accept  the  ap" 
pointment. 

^ "B‘y  th-er  mme. — Richar»  Rustf,  Esq,  o/  Penn- 
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^yivunla,  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  the  United; 
Statf‘3,  vice  Gabriel  Duval,  appointed  a judge. 

I’hese  important  appointments  have  been  ratified 
by  the  senate  of  the  United  States  ; who  have  also, 
by  an  unruiimous  vote,  confirmed  the  appointment  of 
JxMr.s  MoNiiOK,  Usq.  to  the  office  of  secretary  of 
state. 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  convened  at  Mllledg- 
^ ville  the  5th  instant.  JHathew  TalbotyYjSC[.  was  chosen 
president  of  tlie  senate,  and  Robert  Iverson^  Usq.  spea- 
ker of  the  house  of  representatives.  J).  B.  J\Iitchell, 
Ksq.  has  been  re-elected  governor  of  this  state  by  a 
very  large  majority. 

With  uncommon  pleasure  we  are  enabled  to  state 
that  the  Penitentiary  system  now  in  fiiUopcraiion  in 
Jilaryland.  On  Monday,  the  iStli  inst.  54  convicts, 
working  on  the  roads,  were  brought  into  court,  ana 
privileged  to  make  tlieir  election — to  remain  as  they 
were,  or  enter  the  workhouse  ; 47  chose  the  latter. 
As  the  semi-barbarous  wheelbarrow-hw  expires,  fu- 
ture criminals  will  be  condemed  to  expiate  their 
faults  by  labor  and  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary. 

We  have  a very  interesting  report  from  the  trea- 
sury ot  Maryland.  “The  stales’  capital,”  consisting 
chiefly  of  stock  of  tiie  United  States  ; stock  in  se- 
veral banks  of  this  state  ; and  in  turnpike  and  other 
cnmpanies,amonnts  to  the  enormous  sum  of  <£604, 412 
2s.  6^r/.  (j^l,611,760) — besides  some  balances,  due 
the  state,  of  about  .^4,000  more.  The  probable 
receipts  of  the  ensuing  year,  are  estimated  at  ^61,104 
6s.  Id. — which,  added  to  the  balance  remaining 
in  the  treasury,  after  deducting  the  estimated  ex- 
pences  of  1812  (if 39, 938)  leaves,  subject  to  appro- 
priatioiiy  =f  63,516  17s.  2^  J.  The  detail  is  laid  olf  for 
our  next. 

[Why  should  the  state  of  Maryland  persist  in  the 
old,  inconvenient,  anti- national y and  absurd  method 
of  keeping  her  accounts  \\\pomidSy  shillings  and  pence? 
From  the  legislative  body  we  have  a right  to  expect 
wholesome  examples: — we  presume  every  individual 
is  endued  (at  least)  w’ith  wisdom  enough  to  discern 
that  the  decimal  manner  of  keeping  accounts,  adopt- 
ed by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  generally 
practised  by  the  states  and  the  people,  is  the  most 
certain  as  well  as  the  most  easy — it  is  therefore  to  be 
w'ondered  that  no  member  has  thought  of  making  a 
motion  to  effect  so  good  a change.  Let  us,  as  far  as 
Tve  can,  shew  ourselves  a distinct  and  skpauate  peo- 

PLK.] 

In  the  district  court  of  North  Carolina,  held  at 
Kuleiglitwo  weeks  ago,  judges  Marshall  and  Potter 
presiding,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  llobert 
Mitchell  and  others,  for  a violation  of  the  embargo 
laws,  a verdict  was  found  against  the  defendants  for 
between  26  and  ^27,000  ! 

Lisbon  papers  to  the  18lh  of  October,  afford  us  >no 
news. 

Count  Pahlen,  late  minister  to  the  United  States 
from  Russia,  presented  hi.s  letters  of  recal  a few 
days  since  to  the  president.  Il  is  understood  he  is 
going  to  the  Brazils  in  a similar  capacit3'.  He  is  suc- 
ceeded by  M.  Andre  de  Daschkojf,  who  has  presented 
his  letters  of  credence,  &c. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-two  Scotch  emigrants, 
from  the  Isle  of  Skye,  have  lately  arrived  in  one  ship 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  They  compi'ise  many  families, 
and  are  said  to  Intend  to  settle  on  Cape  Fear  river  in 
that  state. 

We  have  rumors  of  some  strange  things  that  liave 
appeared  on  the  trial  of  general  Wilkinson,  before 
’ the  court  martial,  now  sitting  at  Frederickiown ; 
not  as  implicating  the  character  of  tlie  general ; 
but  as  coming  from  congress  hall,  instigating  the 
famous  Tkemas:  Power  to  be  active  in  procuring  I 
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proof  to  destroy  him.  When  the  facts  are  properly 
made  known  they  shall  be  recorded. 


CONGRESS. 

HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  jS/’ov.  22.— After  transacting  some  minor 
business,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Basset  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for 
apportioning  the  representatives  among  the  several 
stales,  according  to  the  third  enumeration. 

To  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  bill  various  numbers 
were  proposed — 35,000— 37,000— 38, 000--39, 000  and 
40,000 — each  member  endeavoring  to  procure  for  his 
own  state  as  small  a f action  [unrepresented]  as 
possible.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  several  times 
culled  : for  35,000  there  are  48  yeas— 76  nays  ; for 
40,000,  50  yeas— 72  nays  ; the  motion  for  38,000 
was  negatived  without  a divisibn — But  the  question, 
shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  37,000  I was  carried  as 
follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs'.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bacon,  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bigelow,  Bleecker, 
Blount,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Champion,  Ciieves,  Clay,  Cloptoir,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desna,  Earle, 
Ely,  Emott,  Findley,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold, 
Goodwyn,  Gray,  Grundy,  O.  Hall,  Hawes,  Hufty, 
Hungerford,  Ilyneman,  Jackson,  Kent,  Key,  King, 
Lacock,  Law,  Lefevre,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M‘Bryde,  M‘Coy, 
M‘Kee,  IM'Kim,  5letcalf,  Milnor,  Mitchill,  Morrow, 
Mosely,  Nelson,  New,  Newbold,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Potter, 
Randolph,  Rhea,  Roan,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sage, 
Sammons,  Sevier,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stan- 
ford, Slow,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Tillman,  Tracy, 
'froup.  Turner,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  Whitehill, 
Williams,  V/idgery,  Wilson  and  Winn — 102. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Boyd,  Calhoun,  Chittenden, 
Dinsmoor,  Fisk,  Green,  B.  Hall,  Harper,  Morgan, 
Quincy^  Ridgely,  Eb.  Seaver,  Seybert,  Stow,  Strong, 
Sullivan  and  Taggart — 18. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  fill  the  other  blanks  in  the 
bill  as  follow  : — New-Hampshire,  five  members  : 
Massachusetts,  eigliteen ; Vermont,  five ; Rhode- 
Tslancl,  two  ; Connecticut,  seven  ; New-Yoik,  twen- 
ty-five ; New-Jersey,  six ; Pennsylvania,  twenty-one  ; 
Delaware,  one  ; Maryland,  nine;  Virginia,  tvvenly- 
North  Carolina,  thirteen;  South-Carolina,  nine; 
Georgia,  five  ; Kentucky,  ten  ; Ohio,  six  ; and  Ten- 
nessee, six. 

'I'he  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  house  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  JS'ov.  24 — The  annual  report  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  was  received  f see  preceding 
pages J and  referred  as  usual,  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  The  bill  for  the  apportionment  of 
representatives  was  then  taken  up — a motion  for  re- 
commitment  being  lost  (ayes  56 — nays  76)  it  passed 
its  third  reading  without  opposition.  The  ratic^ 
therefore,  is  one  representative  for  every  37,000  souls, 
or  170  members  in  the  whole.  The  bill  has  yet  to 
pass  the  senate.  . .. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  some  pointed  prefatory  re- 
mai  ks,  moved  that  “the  coinmiitee  on  th.e  military 
establishment,  &c.  be  instructed  to  enquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  a’lerations  are  necessary  In  the 
rules  and  articles  for  the  goverimjent  of  the  army 

I of  the  United  States,”  with  a view  to  the  abolition 
of  corporal  pmtish?ncnl.  Tlie  motion  lies  on  l*liex 
/'Vule. 
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On  motion  of  >fr.  V^irAextev^ 

Jiesolved,  'riiut  so  much  of  the  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  West  Florkla  as  relates  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  lliat  province  to  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  legislative  council  and  house  ot  repre- 
sentatives of  said  territory,  praying  admission  into 
the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  stales; 
and  that  so  mucii  as  relates  to  land  claims  be  referred 
to  llie  committee  on  public  lands. 

Tiiesdatf,  .A  o-j.  16.— Mr.  Little  offered  a resolution 
requesting  tlie  president  to  catise  to  be  laid  before 
the  house  a list  of  impressments  of  Americans,  by 
what  authority  or  nation,  distinguishing  native  Ame- 
ricans ; and  such  other  information  relating  to  the 
subject  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  executive. 
The  list  to  commence  in  1/93.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Rhea  called  for  his  resolution  for  laying  addi- 
tional duties  on  hemp  and  flax  ntanufactures,  &.C 
The  yeas  and  noes,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  were 
called  on  the  question.  Will  the  house  consider  the 
rbsolution  ? -Yeas  44,  noes  69. 

The  house  went  into  a committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  providing  for  tlie 
more  convenient  taking  bail  in  causes  depending  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.  After  considerable 
debate  the  committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  tlie  select  committee  who  reported  it  for 
amendment,  and  four  new  members  were  added  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  petition  of  the  Alexan- 
dria Ih'otestant  Episcopal  Society,  praying  for  an  act 
of  incorporation.  (A  bill  wasqiassed  last  session,  in- 
corporating this  .society,  but  returned  by  the  presi- 
dent with  constitutional  objections.)  It  Was  referred 
to  ‘he  committee  on  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Wednesday^  J\'ov.  2/— The  speaker  presenied  a re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  exhibiting  a 
statement  of  all  duties  and  drawbacks  on  goods, 
v/ares,  and  merchandize,  imported  and  exported  for 
the  year,?  1808 — ’9 — TO.  Referred  to  the  committee 
of  commerce  and  manufactures. 

The  house  was  occupied  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  on  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  a 
sitting  member  for  Virginia.  The  rival  candidate, 
Mr.  Taihafeiro,  was  permitted  to  address  the  chair 
on  his  own  behalf— Mr.  H.  replied  at  considerable 
length,  and  Mr.  T.  rejoined.  The  house  rose  with 
out  coming  to  a decision.  Monday  next  is  assigned 
for  discussing  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  statutes 
of  limitation,  as  to  claims  against  the  United  Slates. 

'J'/ntrsday,  ,J\'ovember  2'6- — fhe  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  relative  to  foreign  coins,  I 

Mr.  Morrow  observed  that  iie  held  in  his  hand  a 
resolution  relating  to  a subject  of  very  great  impor-  [ 
tance  to  the  state  he  had  the  honor  to  represent! 
(Ohio.)  The  late  occurrences  on  the  Wabash  must 
convince  every  person  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
putting  our  frontiers  in  a proper  state  of  defence 
against  Indian  hostility.  He  had  long  been  of  opi- 
nion that  it  was  as  absurd  to  expect  to  make  men 
soldiers  withoift  putting  arms  in  their  hands,  as  to 
undertake  to  make  them  mechanics  without  the  use 
of  tools.  He  accordingly  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, whicii  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  house  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  ihe  president  of  the  United  States 

be  authorised  to  loan  to  the  stale  of  Oliio - 

stand  of  arms,  with  bayonets  and  cartouch  boxes, 

and pieces  of  field  artillery,  on  the  legLs-  . 

lature  of  tliat  state  making  such  provision  by  iuw 
as  shall  in  his  opinion  afford  security  for  their  safe 


keeping  and  return,  save  damages  sustained  by  1js3 
and  use  in  actual  .service. 

The  busines.?  of  tlie  contested  election  between 
Hungerford  and  Talllaferro  was  then  resumed. 

(C^Tbe  senate,  as  yet,  has  been  chitfiy  occupied 
with  private  petitions,  and  minor  matters,  and  in 
preparing  btisiness. 


The  Editor Department. 

V/e  deem  it  a due  to  plain  dmliug-  to  call  the  at* 
tention  of  our  subscribers  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  Ri;r,isTKn  is  printed.  Sec  the  prospectus,  poye  2- 
On  or  before  the  publication  of  tins  (the  13ih)  num- 
ber, every  subscriber  retained  to  himself  the  righj; 
of  wiihdrawing  his  name  at  any  time,  on  payment 
of  what  might  be  due  for  the  numbers  received,  to 
the  editor  or  his  agent— but  that  thereafter,  he  made 
iiimself  responsible  for  one  year’s  subscription,  to  be 
paid  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  publication,  or  on  issuing  the  26th 
number.  The  general  plan  is  now  fairly  before  the 
public,  though  we  hope  many  improvements  will 
result  from  experience,  and  our  extending  means  of 
information — and,  as  we  expect  a scnipulous^regard 
to  the  conditions  of  payment,  without  which  the 
work  must  lose  its  vitality,  we  esteern  it  candid  to 
notify  our  readers  what  they  are,  wishing  to  receive 
every  man’s  money  of  his  .own  free  will,  and  for  va- 
lue received. 

On  this  occasion  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  subscription  list  to  the  Register  increases  daily. 
This  distinguished  patronage  spurs  on  exert'cn ; if 
it  is  continued,  we  shall,  during  tiie  ensuing  summer, 
present  our  subscribers  with  some  v-aluable  plates^ 
maps,  plans,  views,  or  portraits,  useful  or  pleasing ; 
being  determined  to  spare  no  reasonable  expence, 
f 7vhen  able  to  bear  it J to  render  the  Weekly  Regis'* 
XEii  as  splendid  as  usetul. 

This  is  also  a fit  opportunity  to  give  notice,  that 
the  price  of  the vohime,  should  any  remain  in  the 
editor’s  hands,  will  be  considerably  enhanced  to  non- 
subscribers at  tlie  time  it  shall  be  completed. 

03'Ftequent  applications  has  been  made  at  this 
office  10  purchase  the  numbers  of  the  Register  con- 
taining tlie  documents — the  public  are  respectful- 
ly informed  that  this  paper  cannot  be  sold,  or  given 
away,  except  to  regular  subscribers,  on  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Witli  much  exertion,  and  at  a considerable  extra 
expense,  having  disposed  of  the  eliief  of  the  public 
papers  we  shall  return  with  pleasure  to  JMiscellany. 
As  this  paper  literally  circulates  from  “Maine  to 
Georgia,  and  froip  the  Atlantic  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi,” we  felt  it  our  first  duty  to  insert  all  impor- 
tant things  of  general  concern,  before  we  attended 
to  the  local  matters  even  from  our  own  state ; the 
proceedings  of  whose  legislature  shall  be  noticed  in 
our  next.  We  have  on  hand  several  biographical, 
geographical,  philosophical  and  other  tracts,  which 
we  much  desire  to  present  to  our  i*eaders  ; some  of 
them  shall  appear  in  the  ensuing  publication. 

To  printers  of  ne^vspapers.  More  than  a hundred 
p; jpositions  have  been  made  to  us  for  an  exchange 
of  papers,  eleven-twelfihs  of  which  have  been  ne- 
glected, because  of  tiie  existing  inequality.  We 
have  selected  such  papers  as  we  thought  might  be 
useful,  and  freely  exchanged  with  those  editors  who 
were  so  obliging  as  lo  publish  our  prospeotus — if  any 
such  have  been  omitted,  they  shall  receive  com- 
plete files  when  the  fact  is  made  known  to  us— but  * 
we  cannot  undertake  to  effect  a general  exchanger 
though  disposed  reasonably  to  accommodate  qur 
brothers  of  the  type. 
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“ 1 wish  no  otliei-  herald, 

“No  other  speaker  oi'  my  living  acdons, 

“ To  keep  mine  honor  fi*om  corruption. 

“ But  .such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspearc — aEvnv  viif. 
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Legislature  of  Maryland. 

ClommUTUcaiion  from  the  Executive  Council  •f  JM[arif- 
Ui»,d  to  the  General  ^isse^bly. 

m COUNCIL. 

AsxAroLis,  November  4,  1811. 

Gentlemen.— is  to  us  a source  of  great  pleasure, 
to  be  enabled  to  inform  the  general  assembly,  that 
the  building  erected  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  concerning  criines  and  punisliments, 
passed  at  November  session,  1809,  is  now  completed, 
and  in  all  respects  prepared  for  the  reception  of 
those  criminals,  who  may  be  condemned  to  woi’k 
and  labor  therein.  This  valuable  institution,  we 
confidently  trust,  will  fully  answer  the  wise,  politic,: 
and  humane  views  of  the  legislature,  and  wiiile  it 
shall  greatly  promote  tlie  moral  improvement  of 
those  unhappy  persons,  who  may  become  victims 
to  the  lawless  violence  of  their  own  unbridled  pas- 
sions, will  effectually  enforce  every  necessary  piu*- 
pose  oj*  the  criminal  justice  of  oui*  country.  In 
cherishing  this  hope  so  consolatory  to  the  philan- 
thropic feelings  of  the  heart,  we  derive  much  en- 
couragement from  the  happy  e.vperience  of  oui* 
sister  states,  whose  enlightened  policy  it  has  been 
to  reduce  to  actual  experiment  what  before  was  only 
admired  in  theory  and  speculation.  Under  the  wise 
and  superintending  care  of  the  legislature,  this 
useful  establishment  cimnot  fail  to  prove  an  emcienr 
corrective  of  vice,  and  a powerful  auxiliary  to  virtue. 
Li  conformity  to  the  direction  of  the  legislature, 
expressed  at  their  last  session,  a copy  of  the  resolu- 
tion relative  totlic  divisional  line  between  this  state 
and  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  governor  of  that  commonwealtli,  to 
whom  the  wish  of  tlie  general  assembly,  that  a 
similar  resolution  might  be  pas.sed  by  the  legislature 
ot  that  state  was  also  communicated,  d'o  this  pro- 
position, no  answer  has  yet  been  received;  to  what 
cause  the  6‘mission  is  tQ  be  ascribed,  has  not  yet 
been  uadei’stood,  and  therefore  cannot  be  statetl, 
or  even  conjectui’cff  No  commissioners  have 
been  appointed  on  cne  part  of  this  state,  because  as 
tiie  concurr^rtce  of  both  parties  intere^ited  was  es- 
scrdLal  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  make  an  \ 

• ajjpointraent  until  it  was  ascertained  tiia'-:  a similar 
proceeding  would  he  adopted  by  the  legislature  of 
Virginia. 

Tiie  re.iolution  empowering  the  executive  to  gi’ant 
indulgence  to  cer-tain  debtors  of  the  government, 
upon  the  terms  and  conditions  therein  .stated,  has 
not  been  acted  upon,  because  no  application  has 
been  made  for  the  extension  of  payment  thereby  . 
authorised. 

As  directed  by  a resolution  of  the  legislature,  the 
executive  have  appointed  a person  to  take  care  of 
and  preserve  the  public  arms  deposited  in  tiie  arse.  ,1 
at  the  seat . of  governmejit,*  tlte  duties  of  wiuch  i 


trust  the\  believe  CO  uave  been  regularly  and  ailen- 
tively  executed.  The  executive  iiaveal  io  contracted 
for  siicli  repairs  of  the  s tate  house  as  liiey  deem-ed 
necessary  for  its  preservation,  wiiicii  have  been  in 
part  executed.  Tixey  think  it  at  cucoaiue  time  pro- 
per to  suggest  that  a furtner  appropriation  \vill  be 
indispensable  to  execule  the  object  of  too  general 
assembly,  and  refiair  tne  depred.iaious  committed 
by  time  upon  that  valuable  and  costly  buiiding.— 
Upon' this  subject,  liowever,  it  is  supposed  u.nneces- 
sary  further  to  enlarge,  as  tne  mean.!  of  incbrinatioh 
are  equally  accessible  to  all. 

The  resolution  relative  to  an  exchange  of  laws 
widi  our  sister  states,  has  been  complied  with. — 
Conformably  to  a resolve  of  the  legislature  passed  at 
their  last  Session,  wc  have  caused  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  tiie  state,  one  thousami  copies  of  chan- 
cellor Kilty’s  compilation  ofJ^.igiish  and  British 
staLutes,^  upon  sucli  plan  and  arrangement,  as  to  con- 
sult economy,  and  make  tnem  conveniently  assort 
witii  the  revised  code. 

Tliey  beg  leave  also  to  remark,  that  no  time  has 
b*enlost  in  adopting  every  practicable  means  to  nave 
arsenals  properly  lilted  up  and  prepared,  at  Freda- 
ricktown  andEaston,.for  the  reception  and  safekeep- 
ing of  the  public  arms. 

Coutormably  to  tiie  provisions  of  an  act  of  th® 
general  assembly,  passed  at  November  session, 
eiglueen  hundred  and  eight,  tiie  executive  have 
piu-chased  twehe  hundred  stand  of  arms,  two  field 
pieces,  fifty  braces  of  horsemen’s  pistols,  and  one 
hull  Ired  horsemen’s  swords,  ail  of  wliicii  have  bee.i 
received,  except  the~ pistols,  wiiisli  ii  is  expected 
will  be  sent  on  as  soon  as  practicable;  twelve  hun- 
dred cartridge  boxes  have  also  bee.i  contracted  for, 
one  half  of  which  have  been  rccen  ed:  the  renriin- 
der  are  ready  for  delivery,  and  arc  daily  expec  ^ d. 

The  governor  and  council  herewith  tnuumii.  to 
the  general  assembly,  'Undiy  coiiimunications  from 
the  executive  dcpai'tments  of  our  si-sier  .states,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  j roposed  amendmeac  of  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  i:ih.ibiting  uiiy  citi- 
zens  thereof  from  accepting,^  claiming  or  rc.iin- 
ing  any  title  of  honor,  or  nobility,  witiiout  cjn.seat 
of  congress,  or  accepting  or  retuiiiiag  any  present, 
pension,  office,  or  emalumcnt,  from,  any  tbreign 
power.  They  also  craivsnut  sundrv  conunuiiicalions 
which  have  been  received  from  our  sister  states,  r^ 
lativeto  an  excliange  of  la  .vs.  Tiie  generm  a.osem- 
bly  will  likewise  receive  herewith  a copy  of  an  act 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
together  witn  a communica,tioii  from  the  cornmis- 
jioners  thereby  appoincecl,  tne  .ibject  o vnucu 
.jeems  to  be  to  solicit  ov:  nd  and  co-operation  in  in- 
i.nprovemeiit  of  the  internal  navigation  * of  Uiat 
.le. 

. gcmgratulating  you,  gentlemen,  upon  your  safe 
ival  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  iiopiag,  fr nu 
,„e  united  wisdom  and  exertions  of  all,  the  napni 
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Gst  rssillts  fm*  the  corfimon  good^  in  the  management 
of  our  p^iblic  concenis- 
We  have  the  honor  to  he, 

With  high  consideration  and  respect. 

Your  fellow  citiz  en,  . 

EDWARD  LLOYD. 

ftd'r  l-toyd's  constitutional  period  of  service  having 
expired,  Robert  Bowie,  esq.  was  elected  governor 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  as  already  noticed.  The 
foUovving  is  his. reply  to  the  joint  letter  written 
by  the  president  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  delegates,  informing  hint  of  his  ap- 
pointment.] 

JVotinghcDnt  J'/ovember  ISth^  1811. 
OE3fTrEME?r.— -Your  joint  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
'gtant,  announcing  my  appointment  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state,  was  handed  to  me  yesterday  by 
express.  Satisfied  with  the  good  opinion  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  hitherto  expressed  by  the  various 
situations  to  which,  at  different  times,  they  have 
thought  proper  to  summon  me,. and  engaged  in  the 
haanagement  of  my  private  concerns,  1 had  formed 
a determination,  correspondent  with  my  wishes,  ne- 
Ter  again  to  return  into  public  life;  but  at  the  pre- 
sent interesting  crisis  of  our. affairs,  a call  so  im- 
portant as  that  which  is  contained  in  your  letter,  has 
detenTiined  me,  however  reluctantly;  to  wave  all 
private,  penscnal  considerations,  and  to  exchange  my 
present  retii  errient  for  the  mofe  active  performance 
of  public  duties.  I accept  the  appointment — and 
tproiltme,  througlr  you,  to  express  lo  the  honora- 
ble bodies  over  Which  you  respectively  preside, 
my ' sincere  acknowledgments  for  tlie  confidence 
Which  they  have  thought  proper  1»  repose  in  me, 
at  the  same  time,  to  inform  lliem,  that  I shall  at- 
tend at  Annapolis  on  Friday  next,  fo  qualify  agreea- 
bly to  the  constitution  aiul  form  of  government  o' 
this  state. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  with  the  high- 
est cohsideraticn,  }-our  obedient  serr.ant, 

ROBT.  BOWIE:. 

Ti3  ihe  ho:xorable/y-ib£'presii!>cnit  of  the  senate 

and  speaker  of  the  honsi  of  delegated.  ^ 

The  foUoxving  resolutions  -rvere  inirhdnced  into  the  se- 
■ nate,  by  J^fr.  TJovd,  late gavemor.  oyt  the  l^thuf 

■ Whereas,  it  is  highly  important,  at  this  eventfid 
crisis  in  our  foreign  vela  Lions,  that  tim  ophiions  and 
feelings  C/f . every  section  of  the  imion,  s’nould  be 
fairly  and  fiiily  expressed:  Therefore,  we,  the  te- 

si  attire  of  Maryland,  do  that  .in  the  opini- 

oivof  this  legislature,  tlie  nierLsures  of  tue  adminis- 
.t!’atio'n,W’ith  re:;pcct.  U:  Great  Britais!,  have,  been  ho- 
Aorablej  imparUai  and,  j.ust;  t!{a,t,  in  thek  negocia- 

■ 'tioiis  they  Itave  evinced  every  dispos.ition  to,  tei^.i- 

hate  our  dif*  ercncc-s,  on  terms,  not  inc.ojuptitible  with 
Cur  nationai  liouort.and  tinat  diej'  deserve  the.  Confi- 
dence and  support  of  the  nation.  . ■ 

Resolved-,  that  llicrLrcasures  pf  Gr{?at  .Dritdin  have 
been,  and  still  aie  clestruCliyeof  our  best  anddearest 
fights-;  and  being  inconsistent vriihjiisiice,  witifrea- 
and  with  iav.g  Gan  be  fAippoi  i-ecL  only  by  force: 

■ Therefore,  if  persisted,  in,  by  force  should  be  re- 
sisted. ' ■ 

dicsclrcd,  that  tlm  hi  ensures  of  the  administration 
with  respect  to  F.-aiiee,  we  hiigidy  a]>pi-oi  e.  They 
bate  been  luiiy  autiiorised  b}^  tiie  law  and  by  the/aef. 

Resolved,  tb.at  the  acts  of  injustice  and  violence^ 
iiommitted  o?i  on.rnciitn-lriglits  by  France,  have  ex- 
cited all  that  indignation  which  a lawless  e.vercise  of 
powcrcouldnot  fail  to  do-,,  but  having  now  ceased  to 
•\  iolate  our  neutral  rights,  we  trust  th.at  the  period 
is  not  f?.r  distant;  ivhrn  by  acts  of  ample  justice,  all 
cuiTseof  compirnnt  vTU  he  r*^tnoved« 


_ Resolved,  that  the  pres  id  ent’.s  message,  mod  eratr, 
impartial  and  decisive,  deservKs  our  praine.  It 
points  out  the  best  course  to  an  honorable  indepen- 
dence. 

Resolved,  that  the  independence  established  by 
the  aid  and  valor  of  our  fatliers,  will  not  tamely  be 
3uelded  by  their  sons.  Tiie  same  spirit  wldcli  led 
the  Maryland  regulai's  to  battle,  still  exists  in  tke 
state  and  waits  only  for  its  country’s  call. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 

Extracts  from  the  Trc.asurei ’s  Report,  sliowing  tlie 
Funds  and  Expenditures  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
including  the  permanent  expenses. 

the  STATE’S  CAPI  TAL.  /.  s.  d. 

Six  pet  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  ]g3  44,632  34  ' 

Ditto  redeemed  by 
Ihe-U.  States,  187,123  64 
Deferred  6 per  cts.  672,20.i  9J 
Redeemed  186,765  85 

Leaving  With  3 per 

cts.  ^335,104  74  - 

the  sum  of  079,052  55  or  3t>7,144  14  00 
lajaned  to  Charlotte  Hall  school,  1,000  00  00 
Installed  bonds,  valid,  8,795  17  1 

■Uninstalled,  do,  do.  s',344  17  4 " 


Due  from  clerks  and  shenfis 

6,985  00  91-4 

Stock  in  Potomac  company 

45,166  13  4 

in  Rank  of  Baltimore 

39,825  00  00 

Lkion  Bunk  of  Ma- 

land 

15.900  00  00 

Farmers’  Bank  of 

Marjlahd 

71,250  00-00 

Mcchanic.s’  Bank  of 

BaltlinorC 

-29,062  10  00 

Hagerstown  Bank 

r,500  00  00 

Baltimore  and  Fre- 

' dei'icktowh  turn- 

• pike 

3,750  00  00 

■ Baltimore  and  York  - 

turnpike 

1.8/5  00  QO 

Union  Mauufiictu- 

ring  Company  of 

Alary  la)  id., 

2,812  10  00 

604,412  2 61-4 
(About  one  uijljio?\  six  hundred  and  eleven  tlK>u- 
srmd  seven  In md red  and  sixty  dollars.)' 
Balances  due  from  sup ervisor4  of  roads,- 71/57  14 
4 — and  from  the  Foor  Housfedti ' Baltimore' codaty 
IMOO.  - - - ••  ■ • u - - , 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXFEmilTURES. . 

From  Nov.  i,  131^,  till  Novf  I,;i8l8;.'  - 

Balance  in  Trea-  ■■  ' ^ '■ 

sury  Nov.  1,  ' • . 

1810  /45,7i8'  9 ■>  /. ::  v ’ ; ■ 

Receipts  from 

Npv.j,,  iaio,  " \ / V \ ■ . i ■" 

until  NoW  l,  • ' - -V- 

■ 1811  -62,750,  15-4 

■ g • 1106,4^9  5 ri-2‘ 

Expenditures  from  November 

1;  1310,  till  Kov.  1, 1811  ;■  ■' ' ' 45,6/2  2 3 -4 

Dediccf  sundr}^  appropriation;; 
due  to  the  1st  Nov.  1811, 
and  tlieu  remained  unp.i;id  7,196  12  3 

53,600  11  -l^d 

Also,  journal  of  accounts  of 
tlvepresent  session  estimated 

■ at  g3O,00Q  11,250  00  00 

42,350  11  1^4 
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Add  to  this  the  prolittblc  re» 
cclptfor  the  ensuing-  year 

Estimate  of  expense  for  1812> 

Su!>jcct  to  future  appropria- 
tions 


61,104  6 1 


103,454  17  2 : 
30,938  00  00 


63,516  17  2 3-4 


REVENUE  OP  MARYLAND,  &c. 
Received  from  the  1st  of  November,  1810,  to  the 
1st  of  November,  1811,  on  the  following-,  to  wit; 
“Balance  remaining^  in  the  L s.  d. 

treasury  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, 1810  ^ 


For  Escheats,  caution  and  in\^ 
provements  on  land 
For  confiiicated  property 
For  taxes  under  the  Act  for  es* 
tablishing  and  securing-  the 
, salary  to  the  chancellor 
For  bonds  taken  for  money  len*k 
For  bonds  taken  for  vacant 
land  in  Alleg-hany  county 
For  bonds  taken  for  Indian 
lands 

For  fines,  forfeitures  and  am.e;;:- 
ci-aments 

For  marriage  licenses 
Por  ordinary,  retailers,  havyk,- 
ers  and  pedlaa-s’  licenses 
Fof  milhla  fines 
From  the  treasurer  of  die  East- 
ern Shore 

F:'rOm  the  president,  directors 
. and  company  of  the  Baaikof 
Baltimore 

Do.  Union  bimkof  Maryland 
Do.  Farmers’  Bank  of  do. 

Do.  Mechanics’  bank  of  Balf* 
Do.  Hagerstown  bank 
From  the  president,  managers, 
and  company  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Yorktown  Turn-- 
pike  road 

Erom  Benjamin  Harwood  trus*. 
tee  for  the  dividends  of  in- 
terest and  reimbursement  of 
^ principal  on. stock 
-.^om  Wra.  Mai^bury  for  a ba- 
lance due  from  him  on  the 
apditerr’s  books  . 

From  the^  United  States  for  di- 
vidend of  interest  and  reim- 
bui’sement  of  principal  on 
stock  transferred  to  the  trej^ 
sorer  of  the  W esterh  Shore, 
on  behalf  of  and  for  the  usc> 
of  the  state  of  Maryland, 


45,718 

9 

31-2 

960 

19 

81-4 

507 

15 

3 

372 

10 

5 

281 

12 

6 

282 

4 

101-2 

398 

15 

00 

2,340 

00 

71-4 

1,451 

19 

10 

^574 

13 

11  1-2 

75 

1 

31-2 

3,191 

51-2 

3,186 

00 

00 

1,113 

00 

00 

5,343 

15 

00 

2,615 

12 

6 

750 

00 

00 

s 

00 

%U7 

15 

pl-2 

5,QH 

10 

The  chief  judge  ofthe  court  ofOy^ 
and  Terminer,  and  general  goal 
delivery  of  Baltimore  county. 
Chancellor 

Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore 

Treasurer  ofthe  Eastern  Shore 

Trustee 

Auditor 

Printer 

Clerk  to  the  council 
Clerk  to  the  house  of  delegates 
Clerk  to  the  senate 
Messenger  to  the  council 
Armourer,  Eastern  Shore 
Armourer,  Western  Shore 
Half  pay  list 
Contingent  expenses 
Donation  to  the  academies  and 
schools  in  the  different  counties- 
Indian  annuities 

Judge  of  the  land  office,  Eastern, 
Shore 

Register  qf  tlieland  office;  Eastern 
Shore 

Register  of  the  land  office  Western. 
Shore 

Adjutant  general  $500 
Brigade  inspectors,,  12,  $60  eacli, 
$720 

Arms  and  accoutrements  to  be  pur- 
chased for  the  state,  15000 
Penitentiary,  for  the  purchase  of 
stock  of  raw  materials,  provi- 
sions,  working  tools,  and  imple- 
ments; physician’s  accoimt.and 
salaries  to  the  keeper  and  as- 
sistant keeper  of  tlie  penitentia- 
ry house,  ^4000 

Journal  of  accounts  for  the  session 
ofl8^,.sayg.30,000 


■B25  0 0 
1275  0 ' 
750  0 v) 
168  15  0 
75  0 0 
300  0 0 
459  0 0 
300  0 0 
11^  10  0 
56  5 0 
156  5 0 
.30  0 0 
38  10  (> 
1236  15  0 
500  0 0 

1575  0 0 
138  15  0 

150  0 0 

7 10  0 


11  5 
187  10 


.270 


F.500 

11250 


0 0 

Q Q 


0 0 
0 0 


139938  0 9 


20,082  1$  4 


T - 106,469  7 11-2 

Tilt:  pi-obable  annual  demand  on  tlie^sasurv,  for 
. ' 1812:  . ' 

L s.  d. 

Tiie  governor’a  salary , 1000  p 0 

Rive  oounseilors  ' lOpO  0 0 

Six  chief  judges 
of  the  judicial 
districts, 

'lSv:^lve  asscciate  ' ' CdOOpO 

jlidges,  do.- 


11250  0 0 


Geography — Louisiana. 

COURKCTED  AXBT  COMMUNICATED  BT  THE  AUTnOH,' 

J\fanners  and  customs  of  the  antient  inhabitants — ’yq- 
vernment — historical  epochof— comparison  betxveeu 
their  situation  under  the  former,  and  the  present  goi^ 
verfunents. 

Thei*e  is  scarcely  anything  more  difficult,»and 
consequently  more  rare,  than  correct  delineation  of 
character.  This  task  is  usually  undertaken  by  friend  s 
or  enemies,  and  the  result  is  either  panegyric  or  sa- 
tire. Even  amongst  such  as  are  unbiass^;  how  fev/ 
the  happy  copyists,  who  can  paint  nature  with  hec* 
own  colors,  so  as  to  be  recognized  by  every  behold.* 
er,  and  from  every  point  of  view.  • 

Conscious  of  this  difficulty,  I entertain  immblu 
hopes  of  success,  or  being  able  to  satisfy  the  ex  v 
pectations  and  enquiries  of  tiie  intelligent  reader. 
And  this,  more  particularly,  where  there  are  no 
striking  and  prominent  feature.s,  but  the  traits  of  a;r 
infant  colony  delicately  marked. 

A cc.^ony,  will  not  remain  long -separated  from 
the  parent  stock,  until  it  exhibits  a peculiar  aj^.d 
distinct  character.  Climate,  situation  and  country, 
altliough  not  exclusively  the  agents  in  forming  th'i.A 
charatcter  must,  nevertiieless,  be  admitted  to  have 
great  influence.  Nor  do  tlie  manners- of  the  pai*en.t 
country  continue  invariable;  other  times,  other* 
men,  other  circumstances,  produce  the  most  sur^ 

beyond  the  snherg 
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of  'Ifeii-  InHnerc.e  retain:?  its  pristine  customs  and  ■ 
maniierj.  'i'lie  Spariarils  of  Mexico,  are  said  to 
bear  a stron^’-er  resemblanc?i  to  their  ancestors  of 
tfVe  ftrt<‘eoih  < entiiry,  than  to  their  present  brethren 
oi'C^id  S'lUni';  tb.e  French  inhabitants  of  the  Mis- 
eissippi,  Iravelirile  rc'^embiance  to  theg-ay,  butdis- 
s )bitc,  rii’d  fi-ivoious  Frenchmen  of  Louis  the  ftt- 
teeiith  ar.d  sixteenth,  and  still  less,  to  those  who 
have  lelt  tlic  racking-  storm  of  the  revolution. 

lo  rtte  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi, 
iUe  pena-al  name  J,es  Was  given.  It  was 

•ini;al)itcd  f;y  n po'.verfiil  nation  of  that  n^e,  and  at 
presc-iit  reduced  to  a handful  of  miserable  creatures. 
After  'the  tfiscovery  of  the  Mississippi,  by  Mdns. 
.Tol'Het,  and  the  pi-iest  Marquette,  from  Canada,  a 
number  of  Canadian  traders,  about  the  year  1686, 
in  Kaskaskiis.,’"  originally  a large  Indian 
town.  By  degrees  a number  of  femilies  \v*’ere  in- 
duced to  qriit  Canada,  for  a cbimtry  represented  as 
tiuTcii  moi  e desirable.  A monastery  of  Jesuits  was 
Established  here,  which  succeeded  in  cohverting  a 
^tmmberofthe  Indians  to  Christianity.  I am  credi- 
bly informed,  that  they  had  at  one  time  twenty-five 
hundred,  catechumens.  In  time,  these  people,  as  it 
ias  ever  ]>een  tlie  case,  were  found  to  degenerate 
anddiminish,  from  their  intercourse  with  the  whites: 
4ind  the  French  were  left  the  possessors  and  propri- 
etors of  their  village. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  the  ce- 
lebrated scheme  of  L'-rto  and  company,  was  set  on 
fiDor,  and  supported  by  the  high  reputation  for  wealth 
find  fertility,  wliich  Ir^uisiana  had  already  acquir- 
ed. To  further  this  deVirsion,  it- was  represented  in 
still  more  glowing  colons,  and  it  becfime  tlie  paradise 
of  Frenchmen.  The  Illinois,  were  regard^  as  of 
immense  importance;  the  attention  of  the  nation  was 
tuiT.cd  towards  tliem,  and  notwithstanding  the  fi^i- 
lure  of  Law’s  project,  this  remote  colony  fiourish-; 
ed  surprisingly.  BesidesKaskaskia,  which  became, 
a rich  and  considerable  town,  therC  wef%  several- 
large  villages,  a lucrative  fur  trade  w^  carried: 
onj  and  an  - extensive  agriculture.  These  settle- 
ments sent  to  New  Orle.ans,  in  one  year,  (lf46) 
eight  hundred  thousand  weight  of  flour.  But,  ai- 
this  time  there  was  not  one  pet-manent  establish- 
ment on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis.sissippi;  although 
resorted  to  by  traders,  and,  the  lead  mines  known ; 
and  M'orked.  , Twenty-five  or  thiftyyearsafterthe- 
.failure  of  Law’s  scheme,  when  the  French  gbvern- 
,?fient,  with  s-omething  more  substantial  in  view,  had 
-formed  tlie  plan  of  securing  the  immense  and  fer- 
tile valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  connecting  it 
W'itli  Canada,  immense  sun)s  of  money  were  expend- 
ed. Fort  Chailresj.  whicli  is  said  to  have  cost  the 
evoWn  niii'e,  jnillioiis- of  iivres,  was  built,  and  the 
village  of  Fort  ds  Chartres  rose  by  its  side.  But,' 
-^uch  alas!  are  the  reverses  to  which  the  ^flairs  of 
men  ai-e  subject,  the  village  has  disappeared  for- 
ever, and  the  fort  is  buta  noble  ruin  I'he  post  was 
deen:ed  .an  important  one,  at  which  there  was  sUi- 
tioned  an  omcm- of  high  rank  with  a suitable  com- 
mand. .Miicli  of  tire  elegance  and  refinement  of  tire 
officers;  wrg.  coannunicated  to  the  susceptible  inh;)- 
bitai'its.. 

I'he  war  between  France  and  England  whicl) 
l ix.Aeout  about  tlie- year  1754,  deprived  f'rance  o 
her  possessions  In  this  part  of  the  world.  In  conse- 
quence, of  this,  lllinoi;5,  expciier.eed  a sudden  and 

'*'Peri*.ups  the  .same  witi.  v).d,.;-quisque,  near  whicu 
a party  of  the  p .'if  rt  ’.n  r e '(wpe'.lition  of  Hei-irande- 
de  Sbto,'wefc  defeated  and  aliriost  destroyed,  about 
the  year  15  >9.  ■ A tradition  pj-evaitecL  amougSL  tic 
Kaskaskiiins,  of  theUtU.aving  destroyed  the  white 

men  they  had  ever  vsecn. 


rapid  decay;  which  was  again  accelerated 'by  \hft 
conquest  of  general  Clark,  for  the  United JStHtes  in 
1779.  The  greater  number  of  the  wealthy  andresj 
pectable,  desce;uled  the  Mississippi  and  settlfed  In 
Mew  Orleans,  and  the  lower  country.  Others  ewss- 
edthe  Mississippi,  and  established  S<;.  Louis  and 
St  . Genevieve.  Scarcely  any  but  natives  of  the 
country  remained.  The  foreigners  chiefly  retmi-i- 
ed  to  the  countries,  from  whence  they  first  emi- 
grated. 

S uch  is  the  origin  of  the  greater  part  of  that  class, 
of  the  population  of  this  territory,  which  I hare  de- 
signated by  the  name  of  tlie  ancient  inhabitants. — 
They  ai’e  chiefly  natives  of  the  country;  but  feu’’  fa- 
milies are  immediately  from  Fi-ance,  or  even  from 
New  Orleans  or  Canada. 

In  the  character  oi  these  people  it  must  be  remem- 
bered; they  are  essentially  Frenchmen;  but  without 
that  I'estlessn ess,  impatience  and  fire,  which  distin- 
guishes tlie  European.  There  is  even  in  their  de- 
portment something  of  the  gravity  of  the  So.mi  rd: 
yet,  extremely  fond  of  ever}'  kind  of  .gaiety  and 
amusement.  From  the  gentle  and  easy  life  which 
they  led  their  manners  and  even  language,  have  be- 
come soft  and  mild — the  word  paisible,  expresses 
this  chai*acteristic  In  this  remote  countiy,  there 
were  few  objects  to  urge  to  enterprize,  and  few  oc- 
casions to  call  forth,  and  to  exercise  their  energies. 
The  necessaries  of  life  were  easily  procured,  and  a 
beggar  was  never  heard  of  amongst  them.  Ambi- 
tion soared  far  hence,  for  here  there  was  no  preyi-r 
Hospitality  was  exercised,  because  no  one  thought 
of  being  otherwise;  a tavern  amongst  them  is  but  a 
late  thing.  Judges,  codes  of  law,  and  prisems  were 
of  little  use,  where  the  utmost  simplicity  o'f  mah- 
ners  prevailed,  and  every  one  knew  how  far  to  con- 
fide in  his  neighbor.  In  sucli  a state  of  tilings,  to 
what  end  are  learning  and  science.’’  The  schools 
were  few,  they  were  merely  taught  to  read  and  write, 
and  a little  arithmetic.  The  number  of  those  who 
were  lovers,  of  knowledge,  or  had  made  any  profici- 
ency was  small.  From  the  habits  of  these  people,; 
it  would  naturally  be  expected,  that  they  would  have 
been  little  accustomed  to  reason  on  political  subjects. 
These  inhabitants,  were  as  remarkable  for  thffir  tame 
and  peaceable  disposition,  as  the  natives  of  France 
are  for  the  reverse. 

Amongst  their  virtues,  we  may  enumerate,  hones- 
ty and  punctuality  in  their  dealings,  hospitality  to 
■strangers,  friendship  and  affection  amongst  rehitives 
and  neighbors.  Instances  of  abandonment  on  the  fe- 
male side,  or,of  seduction  are  extremely  rare.  The 
women  make  faithful  and  affectionate  wives,  but  will 
not  consent  to  Be  considered  secondary  personag^ 
in  the  matrirrionial  association.  The  advice  of  the 
wife,  is  taken  on  all  important  as  well  as  on  less 
weighty  concerns,  and  she  generally  decides. 

In  opposition  tothese  virtues  it  must  b®  said,tliat 
they  were  devoid  0i  public  spirit,  of  enterprize  or 
ingenuity,  apd  were  indolent  and  uninformed, 

Tliey  are  catholics,  but  very  far  from  being  bigot- 
ed or  superstitious,  as  some  travellers  nave  said.*— 
They  have  been  more  justly  charged  with  a neglect 
o\  their  prie.sts.  They  were  however  strict  ob.serv- 
cts  of  the  rules  and  discipline  of  tlieir  ci.iircn  ;ind 
of  all  th e d ilfer ent  lioly  das  s in  the  cal ender.  Their 
fetes  were  considered  as  tiie  ntosx  intei  esung  occa- 
-ions;  they  doubdess  contributed  much  to  their  so- 
cial happiness.  Of  late  this  attention  to  uie  cere- 
monjes  of  their  religion  is  nmcii  relaxed,  since  otiier 
objects  of  pursuit  and  interest  have  t een  opened  to 
their  view.  The  Catholic  Worship,  is  tne  only  one 
vex  Known  in  the  tevi  itoiv';,  excelling  in  private  fa- 
] rnilhs.,  and  In  • few  instances  of  itinerant  prermllersr 
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■ the  ancient  inlia-bitants,  there  could  j posse, ssc<l  of  numeroiifi  hems,  the chnrn  wtis  not  used; 

not  properly  be  said  to  have  been  more  than  twol  they  made  buvter  by  beating-  tlie  cream  in  a bowl,  yp 
classes,  the  wealthy  or  intelligent,  and  those  with-  shading  it  in  a botile, 

out  education  or  property.  But  •‘.hey  all  associated,  Their  urnuscments  were  cards,  billiards,  and 
dressed  alike,  and  frequented  the  same  ball  room.—  dances;  tins  ^ last  ox  course  the  favorite.  Tlie  dan- 
Thev  were  in  factnearly  all  connected  by  the  ijes  of  ces  were  cotillioiis,  reels  and  sometimes  the  minuet, 
affinity  or  consanguinity:  for  so  extensive  is  t’nis  During  the  cai  nav.d  the  bails  follow  in  rapid  succes- 
connection,  tliat  1 have  seen  the  carnaval,  from  thejsi  >n.  I’hey  have  a variety  of  pretty  customs,  con-, 
death  of  some  common  relation,  pa.ss  by  cheer’ ess,  | nected  with  t; : dr  favor i e amusement.  Children 
and  unheeded.  The  number  of  characters  ex- 1 also,  have  their  balls,  and  are  taugiit  from  infimey  a 

chided  from  society  was  exceedingly  small. 1 propriety  and  decorum  of  behavior  highly  pleasuig. 

What  an  inducement  to  comfort  ones  sdf  with  cir-|  'dliev  le.n-n  a cerhdri  ease  and  freedom  of  address, 
cumspection  and  propriety!  tiie  same  interest  atf  ure  taught  tiic  secret  of  real  politeness,  self- 
stake,  the  same  sentiments,  that  in  other  countries  V hu.t.  vrhich  by  the  apes  of  French  manners,  is 
influence  the  first  classes  of  society  were  here  felt  mistaken  for  an  affected  grimace  of  complaisant  re- 
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by  all  its  members  Unhappily  tile  stragglers  in 
the  cause  of  virtue  are  faint,  when  thei'e  is  no  pros- 
pect of  a reward  from  our  fellow  men;  and  to  yield 
is  little  dreaded  when  tlieloss  is  small,  for  we  value 
ourselves  according  to  the  esUmation  of  the  world. 

How  many  from  having  been  unjustly  despised,  have 
become  truly  despicable,  and  how  many  from  un- 
merited praise  have  been  formed  into  the  most  valu- 
able characters! 

Their  wealth,  consisted,  principally,  in-^’personal 
property;  lands  w'ere  of  a secondary  value  except 
when  improved.  Slaves  were  regarded  in  the  light 

hien  soncierei  or  real  propei-ty,  and  in  fact,  the 
highest  species.  Plate  and  money,  the  representa- 
tive of  wealth,  and  generally  considered  a very  good 
one,  and  merchandize  occupied  the  next  place. — 

Lead  and  peltry,  were  frequently  used  in  the  place 
of  a circulating  medium. 

There  was  little  variety  in  the  employments  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  more  enterprising  and  weal- 
tliy,  were  the  traders,  with  exclusive  privilege  of 
trading  to  a particular  nation,  or  section  of  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  kept  a small  stock  of  goods  at 
their  houses,-  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  not  in  open  shops  or  stores  as  in  llie  U- 
nited  States.  There  were  no  taylors  or  shoema- 
kers; such  as  puf-sue  these  occupations,  are  Ameri- 
cans. The  few  mechanics,  principally  carpenters 
andsmiths,  who  exercised  tiieir  trades,  scarcely  de- 
served the  name.  The  lead  mines  I have  already  ob- 
served, engaged  a considerable  number.  The  go- 
vernment gave  employment  to  very  few,  excepting 
at  St.  Louis.  By  far  the  greater  proportion  was  en- 
gaged in  agi’icuiture;  in  fact  it  was  the  business  of 
idl,  since  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country  was 

too  inconsiderable  to  be  depended  upon. A num 

ber  of  the  young  men  embraced  the  employment  of 
boatm.en,  which  was  by  no  means  disreputable. — 

It  was  a desirable  thing  for  a young  fellow  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  tliat  he  had  made  a voy- 
age in  tliis  capacity.  They  took  a pride  in  their  oc- 
cupation, as  if  it  afforded  a field  for  generous 
amnition.  -fhey  certainly  possess  great  dexterity 
fis  oarsmen. 

A'iiluclift  npunlant  fretaversa  lacertis.  Injin' 

(hint  pariter  sulcos;  totamque  dehistet  convatsum 
?n»s  rostrisque  tridemibus  cequor. 

Bui  this  occupation  amongst  many  other  cluinges 
has  been  reduced  to  the  same  footing  as  with  tbe  A- 
mericans.  It  is  true  the  greater  part  of  those  wlio 
followed  this  employment,  were  little  more  respect- 
able tlian  the  same  class  in  ail  countries;  but  the  cir- 
cumstance of  their  being  eng.aged  in  it  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  exclude  them  from  balls  or  respectable  so- 
cieties, and  on  such  occasions  they  conducted  them 
selves  with  the  utmost  proprijety. 

There  were  no  domestic  manufactures.  The  spin- 
T^ng  wheel  and  the  loom,  were  alike  unknown.  So  1 anl  to 
deScient  tv'ere  thej^  in  tliis  respect,  that,  although  i maud 


g.ii'd,  and  a profusion  of  bows,  scrapes  and  profes- 
sions. 

'i'iieir  lanpraage,  every  tiling  considered,  is  much 
more  pure  than  could  be  expected;  their  manner  of 
lengthfcuinj*’  tiie  sound  of  wortls,  althongh  languid, 
and  wixliout  the  animaiion  wiiich  the  French  usual- 
ly possess,  is  l>yj'iO  means  disagreeable,  it  is  morfi  • 
soft  than  the  European  Fre.ich,  but  is  verv  difler- 
e:it  from  tiie  lauguage  of  the  Creoles  of  tlic  islands. 
'Ihey  hai  c .sonik.  provincialisms,  and  some  words 
are  in  use,  v.  nicii  in  France  have  become  obsolete, 
out  in  g'enerai,  il)c  Fi-ench  language  is  well  spoken. 
The  ancient  iuhabiiants  are  fia-from  being  deficient 
in  understand  ing;  liicir  minds  are  quick  and  spright- 
ly. 

In  their  persons,  they  are  well  formed,  of  aiiar- 
greeable,  pJe;isant,  countenance;  indicating  cheer- 
iVihiess  and  serenity.  Their  dress  was  formerly 
extremely  simple;  the  men  wore  a blanket  coat,  or 
of  coarse  cloth  or  coaling,  with  a cap  behind  in. 
place  of  the  cape,  wiiich  could  be  drawn  over  the 
head;  from  which  circumstance  it  was  called  € 
capot,'  it  was  made  sornctliiag  like  a frock  coat.— 
They  wore  a blue  handkerchief  on  their  lieads;  no 
.shoes,  and  seldom  any  stockings;  moccasins  were 


used  by  both -Ibexes,  and  hats  were  rarel}^  seen.  The 
dress  of  the  ladies  was  likewise  simple,  and  tlie  va- 
riations of  fiishion  were  few:  thev  were  however 
dre.sscd  in  amucli  better  taste  than  the  other  sex,-^ 
\et,  these  manners  will  soon  cease  to  exist  but  in 
remembrance  and  description:  every  thing*  has  chan- 
ged, The  Americ.an  costume  is  generally  intro- 
duced, among  the  more  genteel.  I never  saw  any 
where  greater  elegance  of  dress  than  I have  at  a bail 
in  St.  Louis.  We  still  see  a few  of  both  sexes  ia 
their  ancient  habiliments;  capots,  moccasins,' blue 
handkerchief  on  the  head,  a pipe  in  the  mouth,  and 
a long  queue  behind. 

The  condition  of  their  slaves,  when  compared' 
with  most  COU41  tries,  where  slavery  is  tolerated,  is 
not  hard  or  severe.  Their  labor  is  not  great,  or 
painful,  they  are  allowed  many  privileges,  and  are 
well  clothed  and  fed.  [Better  information  satisfies 
me  that  this  encomium  is  unmerited,] 

The  g-^^emment  of  the  province,  though  a mix- 
j • ^ military,  was  not  complicated, 

Eac.,  distnst  had  its  commandant,  and  the  smallec. 
villages  OP  settlements  their  s^mdics.  They  were 
the  judges  in  civil  matters  under  a certain  amount,, 
and  the  captains  of  the  militia.  These  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  at  New  Orlexms,  to  whom 
tliere  ivas  an  appeal  from  their  decisions,  and  to 
whom  were  referred  such  matters  as  exceeded  their 
jurisdiction.  Arbitration,  under  the  direction  of 
the  commandant,  had  in  some  degree  the  effect  of 
obviating  his  want  of 'authority.  A party  coa^ 
plaining  obtidned  a notification  from  the  command,^ 
his  adversary,  of  the  complaint  and  com* 
P render  him  Jiretice,  if  had  n-^t  fhe 
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a sege^iu  w;u.|  to  pi-ed.>min.;te.  Tiie  vo  i ur  ,n 

men  to  bring-  m the  aelioquent.  j Have  alreu'W  been  formed  i>v  onr  g-overn-n -d  and 
erncw*,  who  resided  at  St.  Lonii,  | Lhose  growing  ui>  Vid  have  known  no  o'  er  \ 
•otthe  militia,  and  had  a g-ne-|  singular  dmn;.;e  has  take.,  place,  widen,  one  .voiAi 


desired  effect,  he  was  notified  to  ap’peav  before  the!  some  of  Iheir  more  gentle  and  amirlde  r-i  " " ‘ - 
commandant  at  a certain  day  and  answer  the  com- 1 Upon  the  whole,  tiie  Ame.  icaa  ipanners"  a^il  c*  ---n 
plaint;  and  if  this  was  neglected,  a serjeynt  was  j la;Vg  mge,  begin  to  predominate.  ‘ Tiie\  o i u-  m' 
sent  with  a file  of  men  to 
*i'he  lieutenant  gove 
was  the  commander 

V’A  snperintendance  oftlie  public  woi-ks,  and  atfiirs  i think,  o-ngiit  not  to  have  been  brought'about  L\  I 
o'f  the  province,  but  I am  not  informed  of  the  exapt  I 'Lransitiou  iVom  a despotic  government  to  Vepi:  id"  a ■- 
extent  of  his  powers.  The  laws  of  Spain  were  in  i.lsm:  luxary  has  incrcaused’to  a considerable  d --rec 
force  here;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  other.;,'  he  difrere;A.  c!.ri,jes ofsvocletv.ii  ivebecome'di  .‘inot- 
irad  taken  effect,  besides  the  laws  respecting  lands,  My  in;.rkt  l.  On  the  other  hand  m'ore  pai  s rim 
•and  such  a.s  related  to  the  muuicip.al  aiTangcmCn's,  | rakta  in  t^m  ed.ic.ttioii  of  vouth;*  some  liav'r.s'ml 
Laws  regulating  social  contracts  are  so  intimately  | tiieir  sons  lo  tiie  seminaries  of  the  U'dted  S'tati 
interwoven  viiththe  manners  of  a people,  tliat  it  is  and  ail  secin'an.xuhis  to  attain  tlds  de.drable  en.-i.— 

have  received  cmninOsion^ 
VI  tne  army  <)f  the  Uriited  States.  Tho  vou.'.-'- ia- 


dms  are  iu.strucn.:d  with  more  cave,  and  the  sound 
of  tlie  piano,  is  heard  U ithin  their  walls  for  tlietii-At 


no  -easy  task  to  sepanite  them;  hence,  la  coutv.m 
dt  Paris  the  common  law  of  France,  was  the 
system  by  which  their  contracts  were  governed. — 

The  judges,  in  administering  justice  according  to 
the  American  jurisprudence,  are  often  perplexed, 

by  the  article  of  se.ssion,  wiiich  provides  that  res-j  jforsonal  property,!  a few  articles  executed  1)  \<; 
pect  should  be  paid  to  the  usages  and  customs  of  ph'an  uverag4  ,twd>.ua(h'eilper  and  real 
the  country.  A few  troops  were  kept  up  in  each  i'>roj>eiAy  has  risch  Xhe  cub 

district,  throughout  +he  province,  but  too  inconsi- 


district,  tnroughout  +he  province,  but  too  inconsi-  ti valors  raised  liitfe  jiroduce,  bevond  wliat  was  n 
derable  to  afford  much  protection  to  tiie  inliabitanLs. } cessary  fai‘  th  ’fu-  own  sub.sistencpj  it  was,tliere  hr 
This  country  being  so  remote  from  the  main  posses- j field  at  yriiat  price  they  pleasecbf  and  i' 
s-ions  of  Spain,  it  was  not  reg-arded  v/itli  much  attcn- } were  some.vhat  j'.iotified  by  tiie  V.jo-h  ra,._ 
tion,  when  we  consider  its  natural  importance.  7'Ac  I chandize.  Tiieir  agricuihirc  was  ^so  limited  tiuu 
'Vod  of  .go-v^irnraeiit  -was  so  light  as  scarcely  io  he  fait;  [tiicrehave  b ee'i  inst  ince.s,  of  their  beiiif^  supplied. 


Qre„ 
tn  cy 


practised  oil  strangers, 

a number  of  Americans  settled  liere  before  llie 
change,  that  the  Spanish  government  treated  tliem  was  hardlv  known, 
with  a pai’ticular  attention  and  respect.  I believe 
■instances  of  individual  oppre.ssion  were  few;  I attri- 
bute this,  not  so  much  to  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  to  the  state  of  society. 

The  present  government  appears  to  be  operating 


t the  pop  uUtion,  and  the  con  ;e- 
quent  ease  yrith  which  it  could  be  procured.  .Reiit 


It  may  oe  a question  wiiether  the  poorest  class 
have  been  beneu  .ed  by  the  change.  Fearless  of  aV 
.solute  want,  they  always  lived  in  a careless,  thought- 
les.s.  mannci';  at  present  tlie  greater  part  of  tlie.si 
, . obtain  a jirecariou.s  subsistence.  Thev  ge'.ierallv 

a general  change;  its  silent,  but  subtle  spirit,  is  fa  Jpo.sseSs  a care,  a horse  or  Uvo,  a small  stock  of  cat - 
in  every  nerve,  and  vein,  of  the  body  politic.  Tiie  tie,  and  ciduvat  e trifiing  garden  spots.  At  St.  Imu- 

thiited  States,  acting  upon  broad  principles,  canniit  ~ ' i - 

be  influenced,  by  those  contemptible  partialities,  that 
would  cause  distinctions  between  theu*  adopted  chii- 
di-en,  and  tlieii*  oum  sons.  The  United- States  do 
not  want  colonies — they  will  not  hold- others  in  the 
same  state  as  that  which  thev  themselve.s  so  noblv 
<Ies})ised.  I'hey  are,  in  fact,  both  ‘ natives  of-tlie 
same  land,  and  both  can  claim  freedom'^  their  birth 
jight.  • . ' . , 

it  requires  many  h.ands  to  work  the'  complicated 
macliinefy  of  our  government;  the  object  of  nfoich 
ds  to  enable  men,  as  much  as  po.ssible,  to  govern 
themselves.  Each  of  the  principal  towns,  ha.s  its 
officers,  its  legislatures,  in  which,  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants have  the  principal  voice.  Tiiey  li,fo  c been 
placed  on  the  bench,  tliey  arc  jurors  and  magis- 
trates; titles  are  distributed,  which,  although  oi 
little  consequence  in  themselves,  yet,  serve  to  make 
a mart  feel  that  he  counts  something;  for  iii.stancej 
the  commissions  of  general,  major,  c*iidhel,  cap- 
tain, &c.  Tims,  one  migiit  suppose,  that  their 
manners,  ahdhabits  of  thinking  are  ripening  for  the 
reception  of  a free  government.  Tiie  American.s* 
liave  communicated  to  them,  their' industry' and 
•spirit  of  enterprize,  and  tliey  in  turn,  have  g-iven 


*This  name  has  been  given  exclusively  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  foreign  nation.s.— - 
Perhaps,  from  their  having  been  the  first  Ameri'caii 
colony  that  became  - an  indepandent , nation.  - -Bona- 
parte,- I hope,  has  involuptarilv  given  rice  to  several 
more.  ■ • - 


is,  thevliay,-c  moi-e  employmeat  than  in  the  other 
yiilagc.s;  they  inalce  hay  in  the  prairie,  haul  wood 
for  sa-.e,  and  arc  employed  in  small  jobs  about  tovni 
— .some  arc  boaimeii,  and  patfoons,  a kind  of  frc.ik 
water  saidng  masters.  At  3t.  Uenevieye  they  pur-' 
sue  a li  ttle  more  itgricul  cure,  liaviiig  portions  .in  .tiie 
great  iield,  but  this  will' most  probably  be.. taken 
from  them,  by  the  greater  ' industry  of  the,  Am'cl'i-' 
can  ciiitivators,  WUo  can  afford  togive  doii^Ie  tlie 
.surn  for  rent;  tlieir  chief  dhpendent  _iAiii  the  em- 
pU5}mient  they  have  from  the  dead  mines,  and  the 
.American  mercliant’s.  A liumbef  of  late  liave' re- 
moved to  the  country  and  are  settled  ton  public 
hinds,  wliere  tiiey  c.mndt  expect  to  remain  long.;-— 
Ttiose  wlio  live  in  the  more  remotexdllages,  are  li^ss 
affected  by  the  change,  ;but  there  is  littje  p'tospcct 
of  their  being  better  situated.'  But  fe\V=  of  them 
have  obtained  riquetickor  permissions  frqfa’the  com- 
anaridants-to  settle  on  lauds;  in  fact  there  was  no  safe- 
ty mim  the  depredations  of  the  Ihdians,  in  forming 
establishments  beyond  the  villages.  Land  was  o:i- 


lliiges 

ly  valued  for  what  it  would  produce,  and  any  one 
cbu!if obtain  as  much  as  he  chose  to  cultivate.  This 
uninformed  chess,  periiups  tire  most  numerous;  have 
been  so  little  accu.komed  to  look  before  them  on  po- 
litical subjects,  that  they  hav’^e  sciu’cely  beg'un  to  see 


■j-But,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  produce  did  nor 
beto-  the  same' proportion  to  mercbandize'  that  itdhe» 
now;  for  instance,  from  si::  to  ten  bushels  of  ebrn, 
vveie  necessary  for  tlie  purchase  ofaf  common  han  d- 

kerchieli  wvjuch  now*  cun  b^  hud  for.ohe^ 
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t3uu*  situation.  But,  I fear  th^cy  will  leel,  there  are 
hi  ndrecls  that  do  nut  own  a foot  of  land.  Poverty 
is  stealing  upon  them  with  a slow  but  sure  step.  It 
is  only  of  late  vears  that  they  have  become  sensible 
of  the  advantages  of  ownership  inland.^  The  Ame- 
ricans will  occupy  the  greater  part  of  tliat  which 
has  been  put  in  order  for  cultivaiion;  and  the  ranges- 
for  cattle  witli  tlie  liberty  of  taking  wood,  in  the 
neighborliood  of  most  of  the  villages,  is  alread) 
abridged.  Something  oughtto  bedone  for  them  by 
the  government:  it  would  be  a well  placed  genero- 
sity. It  would  be  doing  nothing  more  than  actmg 
consistently  with  the  principles  upon  which  these 
])eople  have  been  brouglit  into  ‘*the  bosom  of  the 
American  family;”  not  to  augment  the  number  of 
subjecls,  and  extend  our  territory,  but  to  encrease 
the  sum  of  human  happiness.  Could  it  ever  have 
been  supposed  that  tlie  cimsequence  of  a ch-ingc 
from  the  Spanish  government  to  that  of  the  United 
States  would  destructive  of  their  happiness  and 

prosperity.  ' i u 

Until  possession  of  the  country  was  taken  by  us 
Ihci-e  was  no  safety  from  the  robberies  of  tlie  Osage 
Indians.  That  impolitic  tenderness  and  lenity 
wl.ich  the  Spaniaids,  and  even  the  French  govern- 
ment have  manii'ested  towards  them,  instead  of  a 
fuTTi,  though  just  course,  gave  rise  to  the  most  inso- 
lent deportment  on  their  part.  I have  been  inform- 
ed by  the  people  of  St.  Genevieve,  who  suffered 
iufiiutely  the  most,  that  they  were  once  left  without 
a horse  to  turn  a mill.  The  Osages  were  never 
followed  to  any  great  distance,  or  overtaken.  This 
cowardly  and  despicable  conduct  only  served  to  en- 
courage them.  'I’liey  generally  entered  tlie  neigh- 
borl'iood  of  the  villages,  divided  into  small  par- 
ties, and  in  the  nigiit,  stole  in  and  cai’ned  away 
every  thing  that  they  could  find,  frequently  breaJe- 
jng  open  stables,  and  taking  out  the  horses. — Aftei 
uniting  at  some  place  of  rendezvous  they  marched 
leisnrdy  home,  dsiving  the  stolen  hordes  before 
them,  awd  without  the  least  dread  of  being  pursu- 
«vl.  They  have  not  dareil  to  act  In  this  manner  un- 
der the  jiresent  governnient;  there  have  been  a few 
solitary'  instances  of  robberies  by  them,  within  these 
three  or  four  years,  but  they  are  sutliciently  ac- 
quainted with  the  American  chai-acter  to  know, 
that  they  will  be  instantly  pursued  and  compelled 
,jLd  restore.  The  following'  well  attested  ract  wiL 
serve  to  shew  the  insolence  of  the  Osage:!  under  the 
Iqrdthr  government.  A young  couple  were  on  their 
■way  from  Big  River  to  St.  Genevieve,  wi  .h  tiieir 
company,  toliave  fliem:itrimonialkuot  fi.\ed  by  the 
priest;  they  were  met  by  sixty  of  them,  robbed  oJ 
their  horses,  and  stripped  entirely  naked! — It  musi 
be  said  however,  tliat  they  have  been  rai-ely  known 
to  take  aw'^^ay  the  lives  of  such  as  may  have  chanced 
to  fall  into  their  bunds  The  insolence  of  tlie  othei 
hatious.vvho  come  openly  into  villages,  the  Piorias, 
I .oiips,  Kickapoos,  Chacktaws,  Cherokees,  &c.  is 
inconceivable.  They  appeared  to  be  the  masters  ot 
' the  town,  and  excited  general  terror.  The  houses 
have  on  some  occasions,  been  closed  up,  and  the 
doors  bai'red  by  the  terrified  inhabitants;  they-  wei  t 
not  always  safe  even  tliere.  It  is  strange  how  these 
people  have  disappeared  within  these  few  years 
there  are  at  present  scarcely  enough  to  supply  the 
towns  with  game. 

The  historical  epocha  of  tliis  territory  fire  few 
. and.  simple.  Shortly  after  the  first  formation  of  the 
settlcirient,  by  the  treaty  of  ’C3,  it  was.,  hedetl  to 
‘ Spain— the  secret  treaties  between  this  power  and 
France  of  176'i  w'ere  not  known,  and  perhaps  never 


siana,  generally  , until  it  came  into  the  hands  of  tiie 
United  States,  is  the  histoiy  of  this  territory.  By. 
the  treaty  oflldefonso,  October  1800,  this  countr/ 
was  re-ceded  by  Spain  to  France;  the  situation  of 
France  at  that  period,  not  permitting  her  to  take 
posses-ion,  she  ceded  it  to  the  United  States.  The 
fears  of  its  falling  into  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  sum  to  be  received  for  it,  were  also  strong  in- 
ducements. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  possession  waf; 
taken  of  this  territory  in  1804,  by  captain  [now 
major]  Stoddard,  who  was  the  ftrst  civil  comman- 
dant. Accordhig  to  the  act  of  Congress  which 
divided  it  from  the  district  of  Orleans,  ivith  the 
name  of  the  district  of*Louisiana,  it  was  placed  for 
the  moment  under  the  governnient  of  the  territory 
of  Indiana.  Governor  Harrison  of  that  territory 
accordingly  organized  the  government  and  put  it  in 
motion.  In  1805  it  was  erected  into  a territory 

by  tlie  name  of  the  7'crritory  of  Louisiana. For 

these  things  I must  refer  the  reader  to  the  differ- 
ent acts  of  Congress. Two  iiaportant  trea- 

ties were  made  with  tlie  Indians,  one  with  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  and  the  other  witli  the  great  and  little 
Osages. 

If  I am  asked  whether  the  ancient  inhabitants  are 
more  contented  and  happy  under  the  new  order  of 
things,  or  have  reason  to  be  so!*  I should  consider 
the  question  a difficult  one,  and  answer  it  with  he- 
sitation. It  is  not  easy  to  know  the  secret  senti- 
ments of  men,  and  happiness  is  a relative  term.  It 
is  true  I have  heard  murmurrings  against  the  pre- 
sent government,  and  sorrowing  after  that  of  Spain 
— which  I have  attributed  rather  to  the  chagrin  of 
the  moment  than  to  real  and  sincere  sentiment. — 
But  I have  not  seen  any  of  those  signs  which  une- 
quivocally mark  a suffering  and  unhappy  people. — 
The  principal  source  of  uneasiness  arises  from  the 
difficultie.!  in  settling  the  land  titles  between  the 
United  States  and  the  ancient  inhabitants.  Nearly 
all  the  larger  claims  still  remain  unsettled,  while 
the  claimants  still  continue  in  a state  of  vexatious 
doubt  and  uncertainty,  whether  they  are  to  be 
rich  or  restricted  to  cifciimst.anccs,  perhaps,  nior.e 
moderate  than  under  the  Spanish  government — for 
tJiese  persons  have,  in  a great  mccisure,  lost  their 
influence,  and/  are  superceded  in  trade  and  lucra- 

live  occupatif>ns  by  strangers their  claims  are 

consequently  their  cliiefdependance.  Rut  this  sub- 
je<^  embraces  such  a variety  of  considera.ti:>ns,  tiiat 
it  is  i.Ofc  possible  to  do  justiee  to  it  by  a few  remarks, 
ft  is  a subject  upon  wbich  the  claimants,  are  feei- 
ingly  alive,  ’rhere  is  do  doubt  but  that  the  United 
States  will  do  them  j usticc.  Tlds  anxiety  is  a tacit 
compliment  to  our  government,  for  under  the 
fonuer  the  lands  would  not  liave  been  worth  it.— 
Completed  titles  carry  with  them  their  own  proo-Jj 
ind  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  United  States 
will  feel  -hound  to  perfect,  an  inchoate '-or  in- 
complete litle,  whicli  would,  in  all  probability,  liavc 
been  perfected  by  Spain.  I think  further,  that 
equitable  circumstances  should  be  considered,  aad 
rigid,  or  strict  proof  not  required;  and  a title  resting 
even  upon  slender  grounds,  with  respect  to  Spain, 
and  doubtful  wliether  it  would  have  been  coniirmei? 
by  her,  should  be  taken  into  view  wiiere  tliere  is  no 
evidence  of  fraud.  It  would  not  be  for  the  honor  of 
the  United  States,  that  ri^id  and  niggardly  jnslice 
.should  be  done  to  a people  who  came  into  their 
power,  without  their  own  Choice,  and  witliout  be- 
ing consulted.  It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  how 
six  years  should  have  transpired,  without  an  apparent 


would  hav’C  been  if  France  had  proved  successful  I approach  to  this  final  adjustment.  It  is  not  any 
iij  her  Q9Rt<^ts  witli  Britain,  The  history  of  Lo^i-  wonder  Uiwe  sferoyJd  be  heart-burnings  and  digcqn*- 
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tent;  that  they  should  g'ive  vent  to  their  impatience, 
and  accuse  the  United  States  of  injusvice.  Wlien 
I.sfay  this  ii;t  favor  of  the  inhabitants,  I am  nOt  so 
much  influenced  by  wishes  for  their  welfare,  as  aux 
ious  fov  the  character  of  my  country. 

-The  poorer  cla.ss  rea.son  but  little;  but  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  them  from 
ieeiin^^.  There  is  a middle  class  whose  possessions, 
cr  claims,  were  not  extensive,  but  sure,  oiKi  witli 
the  increased  value  of  property,  haveobtaiued  since 
the  change  of  govermnent,  a handsome  competence 
— These  upon  the  whole  are  the  most  sati.shcd;  1 
have  heard  many  or- them  express  their  a]ip'-obation 
of  the  American' government,  'i'hey  feel'  and  speak 
with  the  freedom  of  men,  and  are  not  slow  in  de- 
claring, that  formerly  the  field  of  euterprize  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  monopoiyof  a few,  it  is  now  open  to 
^'ery  industrious  citizen.  There  are  some  tilings 
in  the  administration  of  justice,  which  they  do  not 
yet  perfectly  compreheiid:  tlie  tidal  by  jury,  the 
delays,  and  muldfarioiis  forms,  of  our' jurispru- 
dence. The}^  had  not  been  accustomed  to  distin- 
guish, between  the  slow,  and  cautious  advances  of 
e'-oeii  kandud  jusiics,  and  the  quick,  despatch  of  ai*bi- 
trary  will.  In  their  simple  state  of  society,  the  ad- 
Hiinistratipn  of  justice  was  equally  simple;  but  they 
are  not  avKire,  that  when  a society  becomes  exten- 
sive, 


one  nation  to  another;  they  have  become  .tlie  broth 
<)i  the  Americans,  and  if  XHCi'  aiie  e ver  sold  aoaI5^» 

JT  WILL  BE  FOH  BLOOD. 

I own  allowances  must  be  made  for  those  parting 
pangs,  which  on  this  occasion  would  n .turally  b? 
felt.  Like  iwo  stre.ims,  that  eome  from  climes,  re- 
mote from  each  other,  although  flowiiig  in  the  sa  ne 
channel,  they  will  not  soon  unite  their  contributaiy 
waters,  and  mingle  into  one. 


Piiil'jsojjliical  Dis(|iiiaitions. 

No.  H. 

Having  explained  the  manner  in  whicli  tlie  planets 
and  moons,  were  formed  we  are  naturally  led  to  the 
consideration  of  , minor  chang'es  produced  in  each 
individually.  Wlieu  tne  eamh  was  first  formed,  it 
must  have  been  primiiive  matter  without  the  least 
vestige  of  furniture;  as  a proof  of  tliis,  i*ead  die  zd 
V.  of  the  1st  chapter  of  (ienesis:-  “And  the  earth 
tvas  without  ii^rm  and  void  ” The  first  seudbie 
clumge,  then,  that  was  produced  oh  the  surface  oK 
this  naked  mass  was  probdoiy  brought  about  by  the 
action  of  light  from  the  sun,  disengaging  latent  iieat, 
which  volatilized  its  surfaee;  as  a proof  of  llii.s 
read  the  3d  v.  of  the  1st  chapter  of  Genesis:  “And 


God  said,  let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  — 

anxl  its  occupations,  relations,  interests  more  | Light,  wii ether  it  is  received  from  die  sun  or  fixed 
numerous,  people  less  acquainted  Vrith  each  other,  i stars,  or  diffused  throughout  space,  is  hard  to  tell., 
the  laws  must  be  more  complex.  The  trial  by  jury,  ilt  is  the  opinion  of  some  philosophers,  that  heat  is 
foreign  from  the  customs  and  man-  produced  by  the  action  of  light  on  matter,  and  that 

without  light  there  can  be  no  heat,  whether  this  is 
the  case  or  not,  we  will  firsc  suppose  heat  acted  up- 
jon  the  earth’s  surface,  dissolved  it  and  gave  rise  to 


is,  however, 

ners  of  their  ancestors;  it  is  therefore  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  they  should  at  once  comprehend  its  im 
poidance  and  utility. 


From  the  change  of  government,  they  derived  i an  atmosphere, 
security  from  the  insults  of  the  Indiiuis;  a more  ex- j This  atmosphere  is  composed  of  every  possible 
tensive  field,  and  a greater  re'»  ard  was  offered  to  in-,  modification  of  matter  e.xisting  in  a variety  of  forms* 
dustry  and  enterprize;  money  became  more  plenty,!  assuming  a gaseous  .state;  this  seriform  gas  acts 
and  merchandize,  comparatively  cheapei*.  Landed! upon  the  surface  from  whicii  it  was  liaised.  It,now 


property  has  increased  in  value.  In  opposition  to 
this,  it  may  be  said  that  formerly,  they  were  more 
contented,  and  had  less  anxiety;  there  was  more 
cordiality  and  friendship,  they  constituted  but  one 
family,  without  clashing  interests,  and  living  in  the 
utmost  harmony  wdth  each  other.  The  idea  of  be- 
coming extinct,  by  dissolving  before  a people  of  a 
different  race,  and  of  losing  their  habits,  manners, 
sentiments,  and  language  might  excite  unhappy 
sensations.  Akeady  the  principal  villages  look  like 
the  towns  of  the  Americans:  are  not  the  cherished 
customs  and  manners  of  our  fathers  and  of  our  own 
youth  dear  to  us  all?  Is  it  hot  better  to  see  them  va- 
nish as  a dream?  Sentimeuts  like  these  must  some- 
times steal  into  their  breasts.  They  awake, 'and 
their  home  has  disappeared. 

But  is  it  lilcely  that  tliis  state  of  society  could 
jiave  been  of  long  continuance?  That  veiy  policy  of 
cncoui'aging  American  emigrants,  if  continued, 
would  by  this  time,  have  overwhelmed  them  by  a 
torrent  of  emigration:  and  it  would  have  been  the 
lecepfacle  of  the  worth  less  part  of  the  Americans. — 
They  would  not  have  been  able,  isolated  as  they 
were,  to  withstand  the  accumulating  wave  of  Ame- 
rican population.  Had  they  been  transferred  to 
France,  they  might  have  been  assailed  by  the  hor- 
rors of  the  conscription:  had  they  continued  at- 
tached to  Spain,  what  miseries  might  not  have  reach- 
ed them  from  the  convulsed\state  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  And  is  it  nothing,  to  exchange  the 
name  of  colonists.  Creoles,  for  that  of  citizens  of 
an  independent  nation,  where  they  can  aspire  to  the 
highest  offices  and  honors.  There  ai’e  some  who 
can  feel  what  it  is  to  be  exalted  to  the  dignity  of 


becomes  a secondary  cause,  producitig  effects,  which 
must  necessaiily  grow  out  of  these  causes.  Now- 
it seems  evident,  that  a certain  portion  of  hydrogen, 
which  is  a component  partof  the  atmosphere,  miglit 
unite  to  a certain  poi-tion  of  oxygen,  which  is  the 
principal  of  combustion,  and  form  water;  which  is 
mentioned  in  the  2d  and  6tii  vs.  of  the  1st  chapter  of 
Genesis.  Another  component  part  of  matter  called 
carbon,  might  unite  with  the  tM*o  first  mentioned* 
and  form  the  first  and  most  simple  germ  of  the  ve- 
getable kingdom,  which  is  mentioned  in  Genesis  l.st 
and  11th  vs.  This  germ,  in  a short  time,  might 
have  been  roused  into  action  by  the  stimulating  ef- 
fects of  an  atmosphere.  The  exciting  cause  conti- 
nues its  action  upon  the  germ,  until  it  is  evolved, 
and  its  evolution  depends  emirely  upon  the  manner 
in  whicii  the  cause  acts.  Tiie  affimLies  ot  the  pri- 
mitive principles,  wliich  first  iorm  a vegetable,  be- 
comes greater  by  their  frequent  union  with  each 
others  and  ih  proportion  as  their  affinities  increase* 
the  more  perfect  becomes  the  vege  . able. 

The  vegetable  kingdom,  now  continues,  improying 
by  the  more  perfect  union  of  i us  parts,  until  a distinc- 
tion is  made  between  the  primitive  vegetable,  and  ■ 
those  of  a more  perfect  order.  It  now  possesse.s  ; 
organization,  which,  exhibits  a phenomenon  called 
life.  Yegetation  now  goes  on  by  r^pid  strides  to-  . 
wards. perfection,  until  we  observe' motion  and  sen- 
sation;  here  the  vegetable  kingdom  ends,  and  the 
animal  begins.  At  first  it  would  seem  difficult  to 
dfaw  a line  between  the  vegetable  and  animal  king- 
doms; but  I look  forward  to  a time,  when  naiu.r.a. 
ist-  will  arrive  at  such  a state  of  perfection  in  he 
works  of  nature,  as  not  only  to  draw  the  exact. 


-j^jgYer  wp  again  bounfiirybet^en  v«^etabl€aHd  affinwl  bXL 
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will  prove,  that  there  is  one  continued  chain  from  the 
most  simple  form  of  vegetable  existence,  to  the 
highest  order  of  animal  organization.  ^ I'or  my  pjtft, 

I am  perfectlv  satisfied  upon  tliis  silbj  ect,  no  candid 
philosopher  will  doubt,  but  that  the  higiiest  order  of 
the  vegetable  kingdom  is  but  onedegi;ee  below  the 
lowest  grade  of  animal  existence.  This  then  being 
a fact,  whicli  I trust  will  not  be  doubted,  may  not 
the  most  simple  form  of  animals,  derive  their  exist- 
ence from  the  higher  class  of  vegetable.s,  by  them 
perfection,  in  structure  and  organization.  I tiunk  it 
highly  probcable,  and  shall  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  is  the  case. 

After  an  animal  is  formed  from  the  more  perfect 
order  of  vegetation,  it  is  dependent  on  it  afterwards 
for  subsistence,  it  looks  up  to  it  for  protection  and  a 
m san  by  which  it  is  supported  and  nourished.  As 
the  animal  goes  on  progressing  in  improvement,  it 
becomes  capable  of  continuing  its 'species,  witliout 
the  assistance  of  the  parent  vegetable,  merely  by  tne 
action  of  one  organized  body  upon  another. 

How  tlie  male  and  female,  of  the  most  simple 
animals,  first  came  in  contact,  seems  hard  to  tell 
but  as  l have  entered  the  field  of  conjecture,  I hope 
it  will  not  be  considered  a piece  of  impudence  or 
presumption,  if  I should  continue  the  journey.  It 
seems  probable,  that  when  the  most  simple  animal 
organization  was  first  formed  and  motioned,  exeitmg 
matter  continued  its  action  ujwn  it,  and  caused  this 
organized  body  to  give  out  principles,  atfinities,  &c. 
which  were,  in  every  respect,  similar  to  the  original: 
these  united  and  formed  an  organized  body, 
similar  to  the  fir.st.  Now  the  similarity  and  affinity 
which  exi.sts  in  the  one,  must  necessarily  exist  m the 
other,  because  the  principles  are  the  same,  and  the 
exciting  matter,  which  acts  upon  the  one,  is  equal 
to  the  exciting' matter  which  acts  upon  the  other, 
and  of  course,  the  motions  produced  in  the  one, 
correspond  with  the  motions  produced  in  the  otJier. 
In  consequence  of  these  motions  produced  in  each, 
by  exciting  matter,  principles  are  evolved,  which 
by  their  union,  would  form  an  organized  body,  par- 
taking of  the  form,  colour,  ^c.  of  the  originals. — 
Agreeably  to  the  laws  of  affinity,  the  two  originals 
united,  as  soon  as  this  union  took  place,  the  disen- 
gaged principles  fi*om  them,  likewise  united,  ^ and 
formed  a tertium  quid.  The  affinities  of  the  tvyo 
originals,  now,  are  lessened  in  consequence  of  their 
mutual  embraces,  the  first  affinity  acts  witll 
greatest  force,  the  second  with  a less,  and  tlie  thii’d 
with  a still  legs  force,  until  there  is  an  indifference 
on  the  part  of  both.  The  affinities  which  exist  be- 
tween the  organic  germs,  increase  until  they  are 
evolved.  The  anirard  now  borrows  its  .support  not 
only  from  its  vegetable  parent,  but  begins  to  com- 
mit outrages  on  its  own  species.  Now  the  first 
spark  of  intellectual  intelligence  begins.  A sponge, 
'■z^hich  by  some  naturalists,  is  supposed  to  be  the  first 
order  of  animals,  haye  the  power  of  dilating  and 
contracting  its  cells,  in  such  a manner,  as  to  take 
in  food  and  drink,  when  it  comes  in  contact  with 
its  mouth.  Simple  vegetation  is  pushed  forward 
by  stimulants;  but  by  intellectual  intelligence,  I 
mean  a power  of  acting,  choosing,  and  designing  in 
abody,  properly  organized,  the  different  organs  of 
which  are  capable  of  a variety  of  motions,  superior 
to  simple  vegetation,  or  the  first  degree  of  animation. 
Animal  matter  has  now  become  so  much  changed  and 
modified,  that  a variety  of  causes  and  effects  arepro- 
duced.  It  not  only  possesses  motion  and  sensation  in 
• high  degree,  but  it  is  endowed  with  thought;  mo- 
tion produces  organization,  the  great  variety  of 
exciting  matter^  which  is  the  effect  of  motion,  acts 
upon  organization,  produoing  ^ensatieni  or  the 
Voi-,  I.  jrxn  05  S, 


power  of  feeling.  A certain  quantity  of  sensation 
produces  desire  or  aversion,  this  is  thought  or  per- 
ception, which  takes  place  in  that  part  of  an  animal 
which  is  the  most  exquisitely  organized;  this  Ls  tkft 
highest  point  of  improvement,  to  which  matter  can 
be  carried  by  complicated  affinities:  The  brain, 
therefore,  is  m.iUer  in  the  highest  possible  state  of 
perfection;  at  least,  when  we  speak  with  reference 
to  terrestrial  affairs. 

The  reader  will  «bserve,  I have  m.ade  no  mention 
of  the  soul.  It  is  left  to  its  proper  guardians;  what 
it  is,  or  in  what  form  it  exists,  is  not  for  me  to  de- 
termine. I am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the 
mind  exists  independent  of  the  soul,  and  that  it  is 
no  ways  connected  witli  it,  that  it  has  no  connec- 
tion with  any  thing,  but  matter  on  which  it  is  con- 
tinually acting.  Mind,  then,  seems  to  be  nothing 
more  than  matter  disengaged  from  the  brain  of 
an  animal,  for  purposes  best  known  to  f!!od  him- 
self. I infer,  that  it  is  matter,  from  this  circum- 
stance, tliat  when  the  exciting  matter,  which  is  ne- 
«essary  for  the  support  of  life,  is  withdrawn,  it  ceases 
to  exist,  or  exert  any  influence  at  all  upon  inani- 
mate matter.  As  an  example,  we  will  withhold  the 
ordinary  portion  of  food  necessary  to  the  healthy 
state,  in  this  case,  the  mind  becomes  enfeebled — 
continue  this  abstraction,  and  in  a short  time  the 
mind  is  incapable  of  acting  at  all;  it  perishes  with 
the  body;  this  is  invariably  the  case  with,  respect  to 
mind,  when  any  stimuli  are  withheld,  necessary  to 
healthy  motion.  I beg  pardon  for  this  digression.— 
From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  evident  that  there  are 
various  stimuli,  from  a variety  of  causes,  producing 
different  effects. 

The  stimulus  of  the  atmosphere  acts  upon  the 
lungs,  the  vital  part  called  oxygen  is  absorbed,  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  up  a sufficient  degree  of 
heat  to  preserve  the  animal  in  a healthy  state;  the 
stimulus  of  food  acts  upon  the  stomach,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  the  growth  of  all  animals,  as  well  as  plants; 
these  and  a thousand  other  stimuli  are  continually 
acting  upon  all  animals  from  die  first  commencement 
of  their  embryo  state,  down  to  the  closing  scene  of 
life.  All  the  variety  of  stimuli  act  iqxm  the  organ, 
for  which  they  were  intended  by  the  author  of  out* 
existence. 

Animals,  as  well  as  vegetables,  are  compelled  t» 
exist;  they  are  forced  into  existence,  by  exciting 
matter  acting  upon  other  matter  prepared  to  receive 
it.  Existence,  or  life,  then,  is  nothing  more  than 
an  effect  produced  by  a gi’eat  variety  of  exciting 
matter.  It  has  always  been  called  exciting  causes, 
but  as  I suppose  all  causes,  which  act  upon  an  ani- 
mal, to  be  nothing  more  than  matter  in  a peculiar 
form,  I use  the  term  exciting  matter. 

The  learned  Dr.  Rush  defines  life  to  be  “the 
feet  of  st  imuli  acting  upon  the  organs  of  sense  and. 
motion.”  I define  it  to  be  exciting  matter  acting 
upon  organized  animal  matter,  producing  molioT 
in  the  animal  upon  whicii  it  acta.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference between  the  doctor’s  definition  and  mine— 
his  stimuli  must  be  matter,  as  well  as  bis  organs  of 
sense  and  motion.  Dr.  Brown,  supposes  life  to  be 
“exciting  causes  acting  upon  excitability,  produ- 
cing excitement.”  His  exciting  causes  must  be  mat- 
ter, as  well  as  his  excitability  and  excitement.  Wei 
only  differ  about  word?.  The  fact  is,  we  are  unac- 
quainted with  animal  and  vegetable  life:  we  know  it 
to  be  effects, produced  from  causes,  and  that  is  enough 
for  our  purpose.  \Vc  obseiwe  a great  variety  ot 
phenomena,  it  is  true;  our  senses  convince  u.s  of  fi- 
gure, color,  sensation,  thought,  &c.  and  it  is  en- 
tirely unn.ecessary,  that  we  should  know  tke  variety 
of  jQQtipns,  ^wliich  _ produce  _tUe^  great ^ variety^  of 
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cati£e,s  aiid  crfectp,  in  matter.  "*.\e  know  all  mat- 
ter p — molion- ii  nothing'  but  a 

o.  f.gurc,  this  change  if  lig-.ire  is  comiiuiaHv 
i;b(oe  ail  oY'  i'the  ip’ivcrse, '.viiich  universe 
i,-.  cntv-e'iY  kept  up  ar.;l  svipportecl  by  iU  _ One  set  ot 
’■egstai'le  aiid  a.u.mil  pH.^luctious  spring  up,  run 
dicir  course  and  rot;  a new  s-et  follow  tne  old  and 
run  a similar  course,  so  that  all  matter^  is  nothing' 
more  them  composiTion  and  decomposition  ot  a few 
privriii-ive  princip;es,and  the  great  variety  of  changes 
'.vhi.cl'i  ai'e  coni  i'lnally  taking  place  is  broug’ht  about 
by  complicated  aftini lies,  which  willnever  be  proper- 
ly understood. 

Ti'.e  reader  syill,  perhaps,  reproach  me  for  having' 
.started  out  with  two  lirst  principles,  and  increased 
the  number  to  several  rnillions;  but  is  this  mor*e 
sir  nge,  tnan  thm  myriads  of  beings  siiould  origi- 
Uute  from  a single  siock?  Adam  and  Eve  were  firsl 
formed  and  from  them  iiave  descended  the  wnole 
human  race;  this  is,  likewise,  the  case,  with  re- 
paid to  every  other  class  of  animals. 

T.t  mav,  likewise,  be  objected  to  my  theory,  that 
exci  rug  ma'ter  cannot  act  upon  animal  matter  to 
ro^hsce  sensation  and  thought.  Is  it  not  as  reasona- 
le  to  suppose,  that  sensation  and  thouglit  are  pi'o- 
dneed  by  exciting  matter  on  animal  matter,  as  to 
suppose  motion  is  produced  by  it.^  Where  is  the 
diifei  ence?  If  you  are  at  a loss  to  account  for  sen- 
sation and  thought,  you  must,  likewise,  be  at  a loss 
to  account  for  motion;  you,  therefore,  dare  not  deny 
sensation  a’.id  thought  from  exciting  matter,  as  you 
caiinot  account  tor  motion  from  its  application. 

Cebes. 


Swiss  Decree. 

SOLEUBE,  Sept.  20. 

Thesubsequent  parficulpu’s  arethe  substance  of^ 
decree  of  the  diet  of  the  confederation  relative  to 
the  Swiss  soldiers  in  the  service  of  England. 

- “The  diet  of  the  confederationhavingconsidered, 
ihat  not'witlistanding'  the  decree  issued  under  its 
authority  in  compliance  with  tlie  wishes  of  the 
Frencli  emperor  prohibiting  all  recruiting  and  en- 
rolment for  the  military  service  of  those  powers 
with,  which  Sv.  ii  zerland  is  not  in  alliance,  it  is  dis- 
covered that  there  are  in  the  Englisii  .service  certain, 
individuals  of  whom  his  imperial  majesty  requires 
oft’ne  Swiss  government  the  immediate  recall;  the 
said  diet  convinced  th. at  the  near  relations  between 
j'rarice  auvl  the  confederation  with  respect  to  com- 
roerce,  make  it  oldigritory  uppn  the  la Iter  to  .accom- 
modate iTseirto  the  wish.es  of  Ids  imperial  majesty, 
.'.ral  to  renuu'e  every  obstacle  whlcii  may  impede 
file  I'ccruiting  of  the  Swiss  i-egiTneuc  already  engag- 
ed in  the  service  of  Franccand  decrees  as  follows; 

xMlT.  I.  Th.e  Swi.ssnovv  in  the  Orltlsh  service  .are 
reca'iied,  and  to  tlie  end  of  tiie  present  year  is  allow- 
ed for  tiieir  return;  and  thnse,  who,  after  tliat  term 
shall  he  fouiKTdi.soljedicut  to  thl.3  order,  ‘shall  forfeit 
their  rigid  of  citizenship  and  their  property.- 

ART,.  TI.  Every  Swiss,  wild  after  the  publication 
of  tins  decree,  shall  enter  into  tlie  military  .service 
of  England,  sludl  suilcr  the  same  penalties. 

ART.  lU.  The  i.andamman  will  .submitthepresent 
d-c;ceto  tlie  cantoas  tbr  their  ratipcation,  wjthout 
del;  y,  and  the  govci  ivment  will  provide  tliat  all  pos- 
sible means  of  iiuhlicity  be  given  to  it,  that  none 
may  i'lea'l  ignoran-jc  of  the  tame. 


Foreign  relation .s. 

The  committee  of  foreign  relations  have  m.ade  u 
very  important  and  interesting  report  (sec  con- 
gressional proceedings,  jiage  252.)  The  I’csoluiivius 
attached  to  this  report — aye,  ;md  others  (4  a 
, much  stronger  .md  more  poiiiteil  n itui  e,  have  huig 
■ since  been  ‘'carried”  by  the  nation,  by  “ayes  and 
noe.s,”  at  the  places  of  voting.  The  seuti.ueat  of  a 
, people  was  never  more  clearly  expressed,  on  any 
subject,  than  it  lias  been  in  America  on  the  mat ters 
treated  of  by  this  committee — tliey  ure  ripe  for  .any 
thing  but  submission:  and  should  tins  report  be 
adopted,  and  i.muediateiy  yeceive  effect,  congres-s 
will  do  nothing  more  than  rati  I y the  deliberate 
judgment  and  cool  deiermiiiation  of  theit- coasiitiL' 
ents,  wiio  “have  counted  the  003*^8  of  the  contest, 
and  tound  no..iiing  so  dreadful  as  volunt.u*y”  de- 
basement. 

For  the  honor  of  our  country,  ho'.vever,  we 
hope,  before  tiiese  resolutions  shall  assume  the 
forms  of  law,  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
will  search  their  own  hearts,  and  ascertain,  if  it  lie 
possible,  whether  they  have  fortitude  to  give  energy 
to  them  and  persevere  in  them — whether  they  can 
bear  the  brunt  and  bustle  of  the  netv  order  of  things 
that  may  ensue — whether  they  can  be  apalled  by 
clamor,  or  will  suffer  their  plans  to  be  unhinged 
by  the  threats  and  menaces  of  a discontented  minor- 
ity. This  preliminary  is  indispensably  necessary; 
such  another  retrogade  movement  as  the  tenth  con- 
gress made,  would,  we  fear,  undermine  the  repub- 
lican institutions  of  our  coimtry,  by  inducing  the 
people  to  apprehend  that  government,  so  constitut- 
ed, caimot'  energy  enough  to  preserve  its  own 
dignity. 

The  American  nation  was  delighted  with  the  fa- 
mou|>  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  rela  ions, 
some  years  ago,  when  Mr.  G.  tV.  Campbell  was  its 
chairman-— they  have  frequently  been  gratified  svith 
the  .striking  ascendancy  of  their  statesmen  in  the 
field  of  argument— they  have  admired  Madison^s 
correspondence  with  Rose,  with  Cham- 

pagny,  and  found  many  excellent  things  in  the 
letters  of  Mr.  .Pmknep  to  die  marquis AVelleslev. — 
But  what  of  ail  these.^  Have  thev,  or  either  of 
them,  removed  one  cause  of  comnl..mi?  The  noble 
stand  taken  in  “Campbell’s  report”  was  ti-morous- 
ly  (I  had  nearly  said  traitoro’dsiy)  abandoned — the 
eloquent  truths  of  tlVladisQii  reJu'essed  no  wrong, 

thougu  they  confused  his  adversary and  the 

hones.,  biuntness  of  Jlrmsirong,  with  the  polished 
indignati(iii  of  Pinkney,  leave  done  as  little  for  us— 
tlie  people  are  wearied  of  words;  and  too  m.any 
iiave  began  to  look  upon  the  state  papers  of  their 
country  (which  ought  to  be  lUiist  interesting  to 
them)  as  ciiie.ly  calculated  to  fill  an  the  colturmsof 
our  newspapers  in  a deartii  of /Rvig/i  muLter,  rath- 
er more  gracetuliy  than  old  adverdsements,  setting 
forth  the  shtivoiiof  J)lackhead'’s  efis/^nce  of  pitchfovk\ 
and  the  like. 

The  doleful  story  told  by  the  committee  is  truly 
hmiHliating' — it  would  hardly  be  believed  in  future 
ages  that  America  bad  submitted  to  S’uch  indigiii- 
tic.s,  were  not  the  facts  sub.stantiated  in  die  archives 
of  her  g'overnment:  but  so  it  is;  we  have  given  line 
upon  line,  and  remonstrance  upon  reuionstrance-- 
sent  message  after  message,  with  (lc,‘;p;itcli  upon 
de.spatcli,  bundles  of  papers,  nioiiutain  high,  like 
Pelion  upon  Oss.n.  From  England  we  iiave  noT 
giliucd  a single  poihi. — the  whole  chain  of  irjury 
remains  unbroken — n.ay,  it  tvould  appear,  that  a 
bieciy  lipk  of  it  foul  been  extended  even  to  die 
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shores  of  the  Wabash.  In  the  language  of  the  report 
Forbearance  has  indeed  ceased  to  be  a virtue  ” 

If  congress  shall  adopt  these  resolutions,  and 
manfully  give  them  tliat  energy  and  spirit  the  pos- 
ture of  aHairs  demand,  they  may  certainh- calculate 
iil>on  the  zealoiis  s)i])pox*tof  their  fellow-citizens. — 
In  foreign  countries,  and  in  England  particularly, 
much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  t!ie  political  divisions 
prevalent  amongst  us — but  it  is  a fact,  that  the  whole 
luimber  of  the  opponents  or  the  present  adminis- 
tration is  far  short  of  the  number  of  the  tories  and 
disaffected  we  had  in  the  revolutionary  war — and 
that,  of  tliose  opponents,  when  the  question  shall 
be  put,  *^For  America  or  EnglandF^  a very  small 
and  coidemptible  portion,  indeed,  will  fail  to  rally 
j-ound  the  standard  of  government.  If  any  thci  e 
lire  who  shall  refuse  il,  a war  will  not  be  witliout  its 
blessings— it  loill  weed  onr  country  of  traitors. — I 
r\ever  have  held  that  miserable  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  that  some  men  have  profess- 
ed, for  sinister  views;  and  the  time  may  shortly  ar- 
l ive  wiien  the  trutii  will  appear,  that,  tl'iough,  v.-ith 
the  spirit  of  freemen,  we  may  dispute  among  our- 1 
selves,  zforeigji  ])0'^'cv,  toucliing  a part,  will  rnahe 
an  enemy  of  d)e  whole. 

Many  are  di.s]jo.sed  to  .think  tlie  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  notsiilhcieniiy  etrong — we  believe,  if  cann- 
ed into  elfecc,  it  will  speedily  bring  all  questions  in 
dispute  to  issue  A permission  to  arm  necessari- 
iy  implies  a determination  to  sujxportan.  exercise 
of  it.  Tiie  arming  of  tliemerchaiitmen  willtlierelbre  j 
bring  the  matter  to  a test,  and  the  jireceding  re.so- 1 
lutions  are  es  idently  boUemed  on  tliis  anticipation,  I 
It  is  well  known  that  if  an  impre.ssed  American  j 
citizen  runs  away  from  a Eritish  vessel  of  war,  i 
that  he  would  be  treated  as  a deserter  if  retaken  j 
— if  he  refuses  to  obey  the  imperious  nj  ui-steal- ! 
er  who  dragged  him  from  liis  home,  his  coun- 
try and  his  friends,  lie  is  punisliod  for  mutiny — and, 
if  more  tiian  all,  he  “he  seeks  ]ii.s  long*  lost  liberty 
through  blood  and  slaughter,”  and  indignantly  bursts 
the  bonds  ihat  held  him,  he  is  esteemed  g'uilty  of 
piracy.  The  constant  usage  of  England  will  surely 
interpret  any  resistance  on  the  part  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  as  an  act  cf  liostiil ty;  and  the  conse- 
quence will  be,  'open  iicxest  war,  or  an  abandon- 
ment of  her  cruel,  unjust  and  unreasonable  preten- 
sions. We  shall  soon  ascertain  wliether  the  prince 
regent  and  his  ministers  are  actuaiiy  as  mad  as  the 
king  himself— as  ready  to  dash  out  their  [politically] 
brains  agai.nst  eveiy  necessary  resisting  obstacle, 
as  he,  poor  simple  creature,  is  to  break  his  scull 
against  the  walls  of  his  chamber,  and  the  things  it 
contains.*  If  so  they  are,  why  let  it  come.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  do  not  wish  the  down- 
fall of  England;  they  would  much  rather  she  migiit 
preserve  her  present  high  standing  in  the  world, 
provided  her  government  would  learn  moderation, 
and  practise  justice;  and,  believing  that  a war  with 
US  more  than  any  thing  else,  would  lead  thereto, 
seeing  that  we  alone  possess  ability  to  attack  her  in 
the  tenderest  points  [her  commerce  andmanufactures'] 
have  Dll  that  very  account  deprecated  the  long  ap- 
parent necessity  for  taking  sucli  an  attitude  as  might 
tend  to  it. 

But  the  cup  of  humiliation  has  been  drained  of 
its  very  dregs — forbearance  has  become  a crime,  and 
patience  ceased  to  be  a virtue.  Added  to  the  long 
list  of  causes  for  complaint  against  England,  the 
late  affair  on  the  Wabash  is  not  the  least  calculated 
to  excite  om*  sensibility.  It  is  notorious,  that  ever 
since  the  peace  of  1783,  the  British  agents  in  Canada 


have  cherLlied  and  supported  a hosl‘'e  dl  ipositlor.  in 
the  Indians  towards  us;  lh(;u;dg  un'Icr  iM'rvau- 
miuistration,  tbedehidtdahoii.: ’ics  nni  chcvn  tre.-t.^ 
ed  with  mildness  and  f.oiicrij  care.  Tiie  .spcecti  of 
\a\'d.  Borchester\  cannot  be  f(U’gT;ite!v-  psi  iicui  uly 
as  it  has  been  succeeded  bj  an  un!;,'<'  ri  uji'.c.l  clvun 
of  circumstances  ctiicuhded  (o  keep  ii  irfvna}  ]u  i:  - 
cipies  alive.  'I'he  touialnwk  of^'ie  .■  .rage  ^ Up, 
waiting  for  the  signal;  the  sign,-!  in'..;  been  givci-; 
the  murdered  i uioccnrs  al  il  ij<iini.ng  r.resl., 

and  the  [lerfidious  r;xe,  vith  liuir  rno.e  v.ickvcl 
allies,  must  feel  tlic  f.ue  of  a just jesenflneni,  \.o 
prevent  a rejietition  of  slangiitei  and  dc^tli.  il.  N. 


riioAi  TUL  bi'.muiAL  i.'seoaLir.'.  X. 

^\’'e  do  not  object  to  any  article  of  tiie  aar-i.ke 
prepai-iuions  witli  wldcli  t.'-’C  report  cf  tlic  romnill- 
tec  of  foreign  relations  concludes,  cs  tar  as  tiiey  go. 
But  we  look  upon  them  Lo  be  inatCii  dly  inadequate. 
If  it  is  meant  to  take  Can-.ch'.,  the  addicioi  tithe 
army  is  vastly  inferior  to  trhatit  oughtto  be.  Mi  j- 
tia  cannot  be  rcfled  inion  for  operation^  cf  any 
great  extent,  or  tor  ;;einnce  of  a lo!:g  durailon. — 
Voluntccw , such  as  can  be  lavorablv  tLiiti:iguisu<wd 
from  mliiLia,  arc  not  to  be  raised.  Another  ddi- 
cieuo}' respects  tue  navy,  wliicii  ougbit  to  be  imme- 
diately enlarged,  or  laid  by  as  totally  useless. — 

'i'iiere  is  uo  mediuiii.  K is  loo  smnil  as  an  insirument 
to  chastise  England,  or  to  afford  our  coast  ami 
commerce  any  valuable  projection  agrdnsc  iier. 

Tne  arming  or  merclianlmeii  mcoLs  cur  peculiar 
approbation;  and  v.  c siuruld  extremelj'  regi  ci  to  see 
•the  inuugues  of  Ikmapaite’s  adLliCiunts  jn'evail  in 
frustrating  the  salutary  ineasuic.  If  aimed  mer- 
chantmen cannot  cope  with  Bi  itislr  men  of  war, 
the  trade  ought  to  be  jn’otee'ed  by  poweriul  escorts 
of  the  public  navy,  against  tlie  exercise  of  any  act 
of  force  or  indignit}'  not  warranted  by  tlie  law  of 
nations.  But  the  ritility  and  the  e.xpe  liency  cf  urmiug 
the  merchantmen  would  be  pecn'iatly  evinced  in 
the  repression  of  Frencli  aU'd  ijanrsi)  jdray:y.  Tiie 
marauders,  wliicil  iiiie  our  coast  mid  infest  our 
cities,  would  be  so  cramped  and  narr.a  std as  tosj  o.! 
tiieir  projects,  and  render  buccaneering  a trade  nut 
mucii  worlii.  We  siiould  tnen  iiearoi  cornparative- 
ly  very  few  bunuug.>  of  our  vessels  and  robberies  of 
our  citizens.  The  vc.ssels,  vv’hich  rnig-lit  have  oc- 
casion to  visit  the  Baltic,  would  l;e  cadly  placed 
out  of  danger  fronwthe  combined  robberies  of  the 
Jianes  andFiencin  For  most  of  tire  piracies  have 
been  perjietrated  there  by  a force  calculated  to  i.v- 
llest  only  an  unarm od  trade.  But  it  may  be  object- 
ed, that  the  armed  merchantmen  wili  be  re.sti'ahicd 
by  instructions  accompanied  v.'ith  the  demand  of 
security,  from  exercising  their  pov.*er  rgainst  any 
vessels  but  those  of  Great  Britain.  Could  sucii  a. 
restriction  be  enforced,  we  grant  thm  nobody  would 
go  to  the  expense  of  arming — for  scarcely  a Bri- 
tish cruizer  is  to  iie  met  against  wiiich  a merchant- 
man could  eftectuaiiy  dei'end  herseii cberc  being 

no  British  privateers.  Siiould  Congress  act  so  un- 
wisely as  to  limit  defence  to  one  power-only,  it 
would  be  war,  but  not  war  begusi  in  that  declared 
and  magnanimous  form,  wiiicii  the  spirit  ot  our 
democratic  preservers  promises.  Still  it  is  not  to 
be  expected,  that  an  American  having  provided  him- 
self with  the  means  of  detence  would  tamely  re- 
ceive insult  or  injuiy  from  equal  or  inferior  force, 
merely  because  the  aggressor  was  a Frencii^ree- 
! hooter  or  a piratical  Dune. 


*See  page  151; 
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Ae  to'the  money  necessary  to  accotnpUsli  every 
public  pui*pose,  to  signalize  our  revenge,  ensurejus^ 
ticc,  and  render  the  glory  of  democracy  triumphant- 
ly resplendent,  that  is  the  smallest  consideration  of 
any.  ^ Since  the  Smith’s  have  strayed  from  grace, 
Mr.  Gallatin’s  eyes  have  been  opened.  He  has  dis- 
covered, that  40,000,000  of  dollars  may  be  borrowed 
at  shaving  interest  and  in  case  that  fails,  larger  du- 
ties may  be  laid  upon  the  dead  carcase  of  commerce, 
and  we  may  receive  anotlier  fillii3  from  internal  tax- 
es. Wlien  we  laugh  at  his  ways  and  means,  and 
their  annual  inconsistency  he  happens  to  be  in 
good  or  ill  humour  with  his  patron-,  -we  by  no  means 
wish  to  be  understood  diat  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion are  insufficient,  to  maintain  its  honor  and  avenge 
its  wrongs.  Those  resources  are  double  at  least 
what  they  were  when  we  drew  the  sword  and  threw 
the  scabbard  away  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. — 
Wise  and  patriotic  statesmen  would  draw  tliem 
forth  and  render  them  efficient  for  every  purpose  for 
which  they  might  now  be  required.  But  whether 
they  can  be  beneficially  wielded  by  the  men  in  pow- 
er is  another  question,  which  u'ould  be  solved  soon 
after  the  war  commenced;  wiiea,  if  they  proved  in- 
comp eterit,  if  they  did  not  manifest  humiliation  by 
retiring,  the  sublimed  spirit  of  the  people  would 
correct  their  errors  and  remedy  their  folh*.  War  is 
iri  some  respects  a distressful  season,,  but  it  is  tlie 
parent  of  noble  feelings  and  the  touchstone,  in  re- 
publics, of  real  talents  and  worth.  State  jugging 
becomes  high  treason;  and  want  of  capacity,  a cer- 
tain passport  to  contempt  and  oblivion. 

It  is  now  nearly  thi;  ty  years  since  the  general 
peace  closed  the  scene  of  American  glory  inarms. — 
A recurrence  to  that  period  freshens  indeed  the  me- 
mory of  much  evil  and  s-afiering,  but  it  inspires  the 
heart  with  hope  and  oonhdence  in  any  struggle 
which  is  necessary  to  be  repeated  for  pbj ects  the 
most  prccmus  to  patriotic  pride,  such  as  swelled  the 
bosoms  of  the  heroes  of  that  day.  But  it  must  never 
be  forgo tien  that  they  were  too  stern  stuff  to  be 
converted  into  the  tools  of  personal  ambition  or  of 
individual  passion.  They  fought  for  their  country 
under  her  banners,  but  disdained  to  be  seen  near 
the  dirty  streams  of  faction.  So  it  will  be  again. — 
A wai'  willpurify  the  political  atmosphere,  and  break 
down  the  entrenchments  by  which  chicanery  forti- 
fies itself  in  undue  pr  erpgaVives,  Idiots  who  beffow 
in  public  bodies  'will  be  sept  to  Bedlam,  and  im- 
postors to  the  stocks.  All  the  public  virtues  will  be 
refined  and  hallowed;  and  we  shall  again  behold  at 
the  head  of  affairs  citizens  who  may  rival  the  im- 
mortal men  of  I77&y  when  the  dignity,  fii-mness  and 
wisdom  of  congress  caused  it  to  be  compared  to  a 
Roman  sepate.  Howdifferent  from  that  of  our  own 
days. 


Tvfelftli  ■ 

IN  SENATE.  ■ 

Monday y December  2.— ‘Agreeably  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  the  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives 
among  the  several  states,  according  to  the  third 
enumeration. 

On  motion  by  ?Jr.  Bayard,  to  strike  out  the  words 
‘Thirty-seven,’’  being  the  ratio  fixed  by  tlie  house 
of  representatives  as  necessary  to  entitle  to  a repre- 
sentative; it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative  as 
follows: 

For  striking  mt — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Craw- 
fofd,  Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Robinson, -Smith,  ofN.  Y.  Talt,  Vanium.-- 18. 


Against  striking  out.-^'^lessTs.  Bibb,  Bl  ent,  Caanp  - 
bell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Condi;,  Fraiikli'n 
Gaillard,  Lambert,  Pope,  Reed,  biuith  of  Aid 
Taylor,  'rurner,  Worthington. — 16. 

A motion  was  made  by  Air.  Taylor  to  fill  up  the 
blank  vdth  the  word  “forty,”  and  determined  in  tsie 
negative — 13  to  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  to  insert  t}»e  w»rds 
“thirty-five”’  in  lieu  of  the  words  stricken  out,  it 
was  d;6teriiiined  in  tlie  affirmative,  as  follows: 

For  the  motion — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilrnaji, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  ftorsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Le^>, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smilh  of  Aid.  Smith  of  N. 
y.  Tait,  Varnum — 22. 

Against  the  motioji — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Condit,  Frank- 
lin, Gaillard,  Lambert, Pope,  Taylor,  Turner,  Worth- 
ington— 12. 

The  bill  being  amended  on  the  foregoing  princi- 
ples, was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  as  amended. 

Tuesday^  December  3. — ^'I'.he  bill  for  the  apporlion- 
ment  of  representatives  among  tlie  several  states 
according  to  the  third  census,  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  ma- 
king further  provision  for  the  corps  of  engineers. 

And  further  amendments  haying  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading  (leaving  the  academy  still  at  West  Point.) 

December  4. — The  bill  making  fiurther  provision 
for  the  corps  of  engineer.s,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed.  - 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  J\'ovember  29. — The  house  were  engaged 
Until  a late  hour  on  this  day,  in  the  discussion  and 
decision  on  tlie  contested  election  of  general  Hun- 
gertbrd,  df  Virginia. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  elections  in  this 
case,  state.g,  that  further  lime  should  be  allowed  to 
the  sitting  member  to  procure  testimony,  &c. 

The  report  was  overruled  by  the  house;  the  sit- 
ting member  was  declared  not  to  be  entitled  to  his 
seat,  and  John  Talliaeehro,  esq.'  declared  to  have 
been  duly  elected. 

Ml’.  Porter  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, made  the  folloiving  nEroRT,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a committee  of  the  whole: 

The  committee  to  ‘(vhom  yas  referred  that  part  of  the 
presidents  message,  ivhicfi  relates  to  our  foreign 
affairs,  beg  leave  to — iiEroRT  ix  part. 

That  they  have  endeavored  to  give  to  the  subject 
submitted  to  them,  that  full  and  dispassionate  con- 
sideration which  is  (kie  to'  one  so  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  interest,  the  peace,  tlie  safety  and  honor 
of  their  country.' 

Your  committee  will  not  enbumber  your  journals 
and  waste  your  patience  with  a detailed  history  of 
all  the  various  matters  growing  out  of  our  foreign 
relations.  T’he  cold  recital  of  wrongs,  of  injuries 
and  i^grcssions  known  and  felt  by  every  member 
of  this  Union,  could  have  no  other  effect  tlian  to 
deaden  the  national  sensibility  and  render  the  public 
mind  callous  to  injuries  with  Mdiich  it  is  already  too 
familiar.  - . 

Without  recurring  then  to  the  multiplied  Avrongs 
•of  partial  or  temporary  operation,  of  which  we 
have  so  j-ust . cause  of  complaint  against  the  two 
great  belligerents,  your  committee  will  only  call 
your  attention,  at  this  :unp,  to  the  systematic  ag- 
gression of  those  powers,  authorised  by.thejr  edictg 
against  neutral  commerce — a system,  which  as  re 
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gprded  its  principles,  was'  founded  on  pretetitions 
ll  at.  went  to  the  subversion  of  our  national  indepen- 
dence: and  which,  aWiouj^h  now  abandoned  by  one 
f.e'wer,  is,  in  its  broad  and  destructive  operation  as 

ill  enforced  by  the  other,  sapj)ing‘  the  foundation 
ol’our  prosperity. 

It  is  more  than  five  years  since  England  and 
France,  in  violation  of  tho^e  principles  of  justice 
and  public  law,  held  sacred  by  all  civilized  nations, 
eoitimenced  this  unprecedented  system,  by  seizing’ 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
peaceably  pursuing  their  lawful  commerce  on  the 
high  seas.  To  shield  themselves  from  tiie  odium 
which  such  ouu’uges  must  incur,  each  of  the  belli- 
gerents sought  a pretext  in  the  conduct  of  the 
other — each  attempting  to  justify  his  sistem  of  ra- 
pine as  a retaliation  for  similar  acts  on  the  part  of 
‘ his  enemy.  As  if  the  law  of  nations,  founded  on 
the  eternal  rules  of  justice,  could  sanction  a princi- 
j le,  which  if  engi-afted  into  our  municipal  code 
would  excuse  the  crime  of  one  robber,  upon  the  sole 
lea  that  tlie  unfortunate  obj  ect  of  his  rapidity,  was 
also  a victim  to  the  injustice  of  another.  The  fact 
of  priority  could  be  tme  as  to  one  only  of  the  pai-- 
ties;  and  whether  tme  or  false,  could  furnish  n/i 
ground  of  justification. 

The  United  States  thus  unexpectedly  and  violent- 
ly assailed  by  the  two  greatest  powers  in  Eui’op^j 
v itlidrew  their  citizens  and  property  from  the 
ccean:  and  cherished  the  blessing  of  peace,  al- 
thovigh  the  occasion  would  have  fully  justified  war-, 
sought  redress  in  an  appeal  to  the  justice  and  mag- 
ranimity  of  tlie  belligerents.  When  this  appeal 
had  failed  of  the  success  which  was  due  to  its  mo- 
deration, other  measures,  fou.nded  on  the  .same  pa- 
e ific  policy,  but  applying  to  the  interests,  instead  of 
tiiC  justice  of  the  belligerents,  W'ere  resorted  to. 
Such  was  the  cUai’acter  of  the  non-iutercom-se  and 
non- importation  laws,  whicli  invited  the  return  of 
both  powers  to  their  former  state  of  auiicable  rela- 
tion, by  ofiering  commercial  advantag’es  to  the  one 
who  should  fir.st  revoke  his  hostile  edicts,  and  im- 
posing  restrictions  on  the  other. 

France,  at  length,  availing  herself  of  the  proffers 
made  equally  to  her  and  her  enemy,  by  the  non-im- 
portation law  of  May,  1310,  announced  the  rejieal 
on  the  first  of  the  following  November,  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan.  And  it  affords  a sub- 
ject of  sincere  congratulation  to  be  informed, 
through  the  official  organs  of  the  government,  that 
those  decrees  are,  so  far  at  least,  as  our  rights  are 
concerned,  really  and  practically  at  an  end. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  this  act  on  the 
part  of  Frunccj  wmiild  have  been  immediately  tbl- 
lowed  by  a revocation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of 
her  orders  in  council.  If  our  reliance  on  her  jus- 
tiee  had  been  impaired  by  the  wrongs  slie  had  in- 
flicted; yet  when  she  had  plighted  her  faith  to  the 
world  that  tii«  sole  motive  of  her  aggression  on 
neutral  commerce  was  to  be  found  in  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  we  looked  forward  to  the  ex- 
tinction of  those  decrees,  ai  the  period  wiien  the 
freedom  of  tlm  seas  would  he  again  restored. 

In  this  reasonable  expectation  we  have,  however, 
been  disappointed.  A year  has  elapsed  since  the 
French  decrees  were  rescinded  and  yet  Great  Bri- 
tain,  instead  of  retracting  j!?an  passu  that  course 
of  unjustifiable  attack  on  neutral  rights  in  which 
she  professed  to  be  only  the  reluctant  follower  of 
Fr^ce,  has  advanced  with  bolder  and  continually 
increasing  strides.  To  the  categorical  demands 
lately  made  by  our  government  for  the  repeal  of 
her  orders  in  council,  she  has  affected  to  denjr  the 
practical  extmetiun  ef  the  French  deereesj  ai\d  she 


has,  moreo\  er,  advanced  a new  and  unexpected  de* 
mand,  increasing  in  hostility  die  orders  themselvesf 
Slie  ha.s  insisted,  through  her  accredited  minister  at 
this  place,  t)iat  the  repeal  of  the  erders  in  council- 
must  be  preceded,  not  only  by  the  practical  aban- 
donment of  tlie  decrees  of  Berlin  and  xMilan,  so  fai* 
as  they  infringe  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
States;  but  by  the  renunciation  on  the  part  of 
Fnuice,  of  the  whole  of  her  system  of  coinnierciul 
warfare  against  Great  Britain,  of  which  those  de- 
crees originally  formed  a part. 

Thi.s  system  is  understood  to  consist  in  a course 
of  measures  adfjpted  by  France  and  the  other  pow- 
ers on  the  continent  subject  to,  or  in  allience  witli 
her,  calculated  to  prevent  the  introduction  int9  their 
territories  of  the  products  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  and  lier  colonies;  and  to  amiihilate 
her  trade  with  them.  However  hostile  these  regu- 
lations may  be,  on  the  part  of  France  towards 
Great  Britain;  or  however  sensibly  the  latter  may 
feel  their  effects,  they  are,  nevertheless  to  be  re- 
garded only  as  the  expedients  of  one  enemy  against 
another,  for  which  the  United  States,  as  a neutral 
powei’,  can,  in  no  respect,  be  responsible:  they 
are,  too,  in  exact  conformity  with  those  which 
Great  Britain  has  herself  adopted  and  acted  upon 
in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  war.  And  it  is  not  to  be 
presumed  that  France  would  yield  to  the  unautho- 
rised demand  of  America  what  she  seems  to  have 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  engines  of 
the  present  war. 

Such  are  the  pretentions  upon  which  Great  Bri- 
tain founds  the  violation  of  the  maritime  rights  of 
the  United  States — pretentions  »ottheoritical  mere.# 
ly,  but  followed  up  by  a desolating  war  upon  our 
unprotected  commerce.  The  ships  of  the  United 
States,  laden  with  the  products  »f  our  own  soil  and 
labor,  navigated  by  our  o^vn  citizens  and  peaceably 
pursuing  a lawful  trade,  are  seized  on  our  own 
coasts,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors,  con- 
demned and  confiscated. 

Your  committee,  are  not,  however,  of  that  sect 
whose  worship  is  at  the  shrine  of  a calculating  ava- 
rice. And  while  we  are  laying  before  you  the  just 
complaints  of  our  meixhants  against  the  plunder  of 
their  ships  and  cargoes,  we  cannot  refrain  from  pre- 
senting to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  our  coiintrv 
Uie  unhappy  case  of  our  impressed  seamen. — Al- 
though the  groans  of  these  victims  of  barbaritv  fi  r 
the  loss  of  (what  should  be  dearer  to  Americans 
than  life)  their  liberty — although  the  cries  of  their 
wives  and  children  in  the  privation  of  protectors 
and  parents,  have,  of  late,  been  drowned  in  the 
louder  clamors  at  the  loss  of  property;  yet  is  the 
practice  o>f  forcing  our  mariners  into  the  British 
navy,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  our  flag,  carried 
on  w ith  unabated  rigor  and  severity.  If  it  be  our 
duty  to  encourage  the  fair  and  legitimate  commerce 
of  tills  country  by  protecting  the  property  of  the 
mercliant,  then  indeed,  by  as  much  as  life  and  liber- 
ty are  more  estimable  than  ships  and  goods,  sO 
much  more  impressive  is  the  duty  to  shield  the 
persons  of  our  seamen,  whose  hard  and  honest  ser- 
vices are  employed,  equally  with  those  of  the  mer- 
chants in  advancing,  under  the  mantle  ofits  laws, 
th  e interests  o f their  country. 

To  sum  up,  in  a word,  the  gre.at  causes  of  com- 
plaint against  Great  Britain,  your  committee  need 
only  say— That  the  United  States  as  a sovereigti 
and  independent  power,  claim  the  right  to  Use  the 
ocean,  which  is  the  common  and  acknowledged 
highw^ay  of  nations,  for  the  pai’poses  of  transport- 
ing in  their  own  vessels,  tlie  products  of  tficlr  cfwti, 
soil  ajwl  the  acquilitfims  of  their  own  indiiitry,  to  a 
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market  In  llie  porLs  of  friendly  nations,  and  t'o  brin  g 
home,  in  return,  such  ardciet:  as  their  necessities  or 
convenience  ' may  require— always  reg-ardin^  tiie 
rig-ii  s of  belligerents,  as  defined  by  the  esiabtJshcd 
laws  of  Juitions.  Great  Britain  in  defiance  of  tnis 
incontestibie  right,  captures  every  American  ves- 
sel botmd  to  or  returnir.g  from  a port  where  her 
commerce  is  not  favored:  ensia\es  our  s earn en,  and 
in  spite  of  cor  remonstrances  perseveres  in  these 

j-^giCasions. 

To  wrongs  so  daring  in  character,  and  so  dis- 
graceful iu'their  execution,  it  is  impossible  tliat  die 
people  of  the  United  State-,  siiouid  i-cmtdn  inuiTiei- 
ait.  V/e  must  now  tamely  and  quietly  submi  t,  or 
we  must  resist  by  those  means  wiiich  God  has  plac- 
ed within  our  reach. 

Your  committee  would  not  cast  a shade  over  the 
American  name,  by  the  cupressiou  c;f  a doubt 
avhich  branch  of  tldsalteniaLivc  will  he  embraced. 
The  occasion  is  now  ])resented  wnen  die  uatio.iai 
character,  misunderstood  u;id  uv.duced  lor  a time  by 
foreign  and  domestic  enemic.>,  .shouiJ  be  vindicated. 

If  we  have  not  ruslied  to  a field  or  battle  like  the 
nations  who  are  led  by  the  mad  untbitioit  of  a single 
chief  or  the  avarice  uf  a cGiTiipi.ed  couid,  it  has  not 
proceeded  from  a fear  oi  war,  but  froiti  our  love  of 
Justice  and  humanity,  'i’liat  proud  spirit  oi'liberiy 
and  independence, which  sustainedaur  fathers  in  the 
successful  assertion  of  tiiejr  rigiics  aguinst  forcigi. 
aggression,  is  not  yet  sunk.  Tiie  patriotic  fire  ot 
the  revolution  stillburns  in  tb c American  breast  witii 
a holy  and  unextinguishabie  dajue  and  wili  conduct 
this  nation  to  those  nigh  destinies,  winch  are  not 
less  the  reward  of  digiuMedniouerauon,  than  of  ex- 
alted valor. 

But  tve  liave  borne  with  injury  until  forbearance 
has  ceased  to  be  a virtue,  'i'ne  sovei'eigrhy  and  in- 
depeitdenceof  these  staaes,  piuchascai  autl  sanctih- 
ed  by  the  blood  of  our  fikhers,  from  whom  we  re- 
ceived them,  not  for  otiiselvcs  only,  but  as  tiie  in- 
heritance of  our  posterity,  are  eleiibcrately  and  sys- 
tematically violated.  And  the  pei  iod  has  ariived, 
when  in  the  opinion  of  } our  comnuttee,  it  i.s  the 
sacred  dulv  of  congress  to  call  forth  the  patriotism 
and  resources  of  tlic  country.  By  the  aid  of  these, 
and  with  the  blessing  of  God,  we  coniideraly  trust 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  procure  that  redress,  which 
has  been  sought  for  by  justi^,  by  renionsirance  and 
forbeaiance  in  vain. 

Your  committee,  regerving  for  a future  report, 
those  ulterior  measures,  which  in  their  opinion 
ouglit  to  be  pursued,  would  at  this  time  earnestly 
recommend,  in  the  words  of  the  President,  ‘‘That 
the  United  States  be  immediately  put  into  an  ar- 
mor and  attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,  and  cor- 
responding w'ith  the  national  spirit  and  expecta- 
tions.” And  to  this  end,  they  beg  leave  to  submit, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  house,  the  ibilowing  resolu- 
tions: 

1.  Eesslved,  That  +he  military  establishment  as 
authorised  by  the  existing  laws,  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately completed  by  filling  up  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing the  enlistment  of  the  troops;  and  tiiat  to 
encourage  enlistments,  a bounty  in  lands  ought  to 
be  given  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  bounty  now  al- 
lowed by  law. 

2.  That  an  additional  force  of  ten  thousand  regu- 
lar troops  ouglit  to  be  immediately  raised  to  serve 
for  ihree  years;  and  that  a bounty  in  lands  ought  to 
>e  given  to  encourage  enlistments.  . 

That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  president, 
under  proper  regulations,  to  accept  the  service  of 
any  number  of  volunteers  not  exceeding  fifty  tiiou- 
eand}  to  be  organized,  trained  and  held  in  read,i-i 


ness  to  r et  on  such  service  as  .the  exigences  of  th® 
governmen^may  require. 

4.  IJiat  the  president  lie  autliorised  to  order  out 
fi  oni  lime  to  time  such  detachments  of  the  miiiti::, 
as  in  his  opi.bon  the  public  service  may  require. 

5,  That  all  the  vessels  not  now  in  sei-vice  belong- 
ing to  tiie  navy  and  worthy  of  repair  be  immediately 
htltd  up  andput  in  commission. 

b.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm 
under  proper  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  law, 
in  .self-defence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  to- 
them  on  the  iixgh  seas. 

Tue  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

*-y[<maay,  Decentber  John  Taliaferro,  declared 
by  liie  liouse  to  be  entitled  to  the  seat  lately  occu- 
pied by  Jch;i  P.  iiuiigerford,  appeared  and  took  his 
■r>eat. 

Mr.  Gold  reported  an  amendment  to  tlie  bill  res- 
pecLiug  taking  affida/i.s  and  bail  in  and  fUr  tlie  ci‘  - 
cuit  couj’ts  of  the  United  States,  wiiich  was  referred 
to  a coiimjiaec  of  tlie  whole. 

Ti)e  amendmeal  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  “extend- 
ing the  tijiic  for  opening  the  several  land  offires  es- 
tablished in  theteriitoiy  of  Orleans,”  was  agreed  to 
by  die  house.  So  the  bill  requires  only  the  signa- 
ture oi:  the  president  to  become  a law. 

The  iiousc  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
wlioie,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  diair,  on  the  bill  allowing 
further  time  fur  completing  the  payments  on  certain 
imi-ds  held  by  right  of  pre-emption  inthe  Mi  sissippl 
territory;  which  w'as  gone  througii,  'reported' to  tlie 
iiouse,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 

^'^S’- 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  tiie  president  of  the  United  States,  with  a resolu- 
tion passed  on  Friday,  calfi.ig  for  certain  inforina- 
tiun,  reporte<l  that  tiicy  in.d  performed  that  duty, 
and  received  for  ansv/er  that  the  president  would 
cause  due  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  request  of  the 
liouse.  And  tiie  house  adjourned, 

Tutsday,  December  3,  IMr.  Dawson,  from  the 
coinniit.ee  on  that  subject,  reported  a bill  for  tjie 
relief  of  tlie  infirm,  disabled  and  superannuated  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  tlie  late  and  of  the  present  army 
of  the  United  Stales;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  and  committed  to  a committee  of  tiie 
whole  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 

Ordered,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  faithful  application  of  public  monies,  be  au- 
tiiorised  and  empowered  to  send  fur  persons  and 
papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N ewton. 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  alteration  and  amendments  are  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  in  the  several  acts  of  congress 
establishing  ports  of  entry  and  delivery. 

An  engrossed  bill  aliowingafurther  time  for  com- 
pleting the  payments  .on  certain  lands  held  by  the 
right  of  pre-emptions  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  4.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  report  a bill  explana- 
tory of  the  act  laying  duties  on  manufactured  copper. 

apportionment  bill' — The  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  tlie  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives 
were  then  considered, 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  to-ijiorrow;  which  was  de- 
termined in  tfie  negative — Yeas  .56 — Kays  72. 
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I liave  not  been  able  to  asccrtai'n  Ibe  number  of 
Ti)di  ills,  ill  the  action,  it  most  however  have  bee.i 
co:<>lilcrablc. 

'riie  pi  incijjal  cl.ierof  those  Potawateinles,  vvho 
tiavejoincil  tl-.c  Prophet,  is  womulcJ,  and  in  our  por»- 


Aflerconslderable  rurtlierdebatc  the  house  then  ad-) 

jounied.  [Por  'r!iursda)'’s  proceedings  see  page  256.] 

The.  Dociimenis . 

On  a slight 
cd 
de 
ing 

rnndeith; 
bo 

\v_._  . ^ 

may  be  right  to  call  the  attention  ot  our  readers  to 
this  conclusion,  inevitably  to  be  drawn  iVom  a care- 
hd  perusal  ot'thc  argiunents  urtliose  gentlemen,  pro 
and*  con,  that  Gvtat  .Britain  demands,  as  a condition 
for  ttie  revocation  of  these  orders,  that  we  should  com- 
pel France  and  the  poxoers  of  the  continent,  -with  -whom 
she  is  at  war  to  receive  her  m-.imfactv.res  and protluce. 

Tills  IS  THK  PL.ilX  ENOMSSl  Oi'  THE  ?IATTrU,  I>f  SiloaX 
lute. 

Tiia  Ciu-oiiicle. 

'W.isuia'oTO  V,  Dec.  5. 

hXe  learn  that  letters  from  Vincennes  announce 
the  return  to  that  place  of  the  United  State.,’  troops 
and  volunteers  who  were  present  at  the  late  engage 
ment  near  the  Propiiet’s  town.  It  is  not  understood 
that  the  Indians  made  the  least  attempt  to  impede 
their  return.  Indeed  tlieir  complete  dis])ersion,  and 
the  loss  they  encoimicrcd  on  the  held  of  battle,  pro- 
bably put  Uout  of  their  power. 

A letter  from  an  oiUcer  in  col.  Boyd’.s  regiment  oi 
regulars,  states  that  the  officers  and  men,  volun- 
teers as  well  as  regulars,  displayed  great  bravein 
and  determined  courage.  The  loss  of  the  regular 
troops  is  said  to  have  been,  including  tlie  wound- 
ed that  have  died  since  the  battle,  about  20  kiileu 
and  57  woundcvl. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  governor  Harrison  to  the 

secretary  of  war,  dated  head  quarters,  near  _ the 

Prophet^ s town,  jYov.  ^th,  1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the 
dawm  of  j eslerday  terminated  an  action  between  the 
troops  under  my  c ;mmand,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Prophet’s  force]  Tiieir  precipitate  retreat  leaving 
a number  of  tiieir  w'arriors  de.ad  on  the  field,  an<l 
the  siibsequent  abandonment  of  their  town,  (which 
was  partially  fortlncd)  attest  tor  us  a complete  and 
decisive  victor) : It  has,  however,  been  dearly  pur- 

chased. A miniber  of  brave  and  valuable  men.  have 
fallen  victims  to  tiieir  zeal  for  their  country’s  ser- 
vice. d'he  Iteliatior  of  the  regulars  and  militia 
troop.s  was  sucli  as  would  have  done  honor  to  vete- 
rans. I arrived  at  my  present  posiiion  (a  mile  from 
the  town)  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant — a 
con’cspondeiice  was  immediately  opened  with  tlie 
Prophet,  and  there  was  every  appearance  of  a suc- 
cessful termination  of  the  expedition,  without 
bloodshed.  Indeed  there  was  ' an  agreement  for  a 
suspension  of  liostilities,  until  a further  communi- 
cation should  take  place  on  tlic  next  day.  Contra- 
\y,  however,  to  this  engagement,  he  attacked  me 
at  half  past  four  o’clock  in  tlie  morning,  so  sudden- 
jv,  that  the  Indians  were  in  tlie  camp  before  many 
of  the  men  could  get  out  of  their  tents.  A little 
confu^jon  for  a short  time  pre'.'ailed,  but  aided  by  I was  less  than  6000  men,  and  he  effected  his  retreat 
tlie  great  exertions  of  the  officers,  I wa.s  soon  ena-  without  much  loss.  The  PTencli  are  in  full  posses- 
bled  to  form  the  men  in  order.  The  companies  |sion  of  St.  .ftoque. 

which  were  hard  pressed  were  supported,  several!  Vai  ions  rumours  have  readied  us  of  the  unsettled 
succesfful  charges  made,  and  about  day-light,  the | state  of  Mexico;  but  as  we  have  little  other  intelH- 
enemy  were  finally  put  to  lligiit.  Our  killed  andigence  than  wliat  comes  from  the  royalists  (on  which 
wounded  amoujit  to  179j  of  tjhege  4iZ  are  now  dead,  jv.^e, place-  no  depem^ence^  and  indeed  noj,  m^cli  of 


The  ho :i.  ll'ni.  Euslis,  secretary  oj  IPar. 


IVvj.TiNoiiE,  Decemlier  7,  1811. 

FoiicToy.  tVe  lu'.ve  London  advices  to  the  2uih 
of  October,  with  late  date.-j  from  France,  Ifortug-al 
and  Rp.  in . In  England  the  crops  of wlieat  and  other 
grain,  !uo  e been  very  deficient,  and  a large  foreign 
.supply  will  Ite  demanded.  Arnerican  wheat  is  rated 
at ’ids-.  6./.  to  Ik.  6d.  per  7015s.  Flaxseed,  clover- 
sced,  rice  and  iar  are  in  deoKUid.  A scriou.s  dl.sputc 
is  reported  ro  exist  between  the  marqui.s  Welleslc/ 
and  Mr.  Pcrccvul;  “when  ro  agues  fall  ontf  &c. — 
llon-a.parte  Is  coHectingacbnsi'.lerabie  army  (30,00(1 
men)  at  Cherburg  with  the  ostensible  view  of  at- 
tacking tl'.e  islaiiiis  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey — it  is 
also  said  that  lie  is  making  preparation  to  take  pos- 
se.ssion  of  Denmark;  a jiiost  improbaldc  report. — 
Cajitain'j9l'i^/ia/.'i,  late  of  the  Little  Belt,  has  been 
made  a post-captain  and  promoted  to  the  command 
of  a frigate — for  liis  gallant  attack  on  the  Preside'nt. 
The  king  of  England  still  lived  but  was  pronounced 
incurable  An  Engiishman  by  die  name  of  Wag- 
staff,  detected  in  putting  on  board  a vessel  for  New- 
York  a quantity  of  spindles  used  in  spinning  cottori, 
in  -viiich  vessel  he  himself  also  designed  to  have 
left  the  country,  has  been  cornniitted  to  prison,  and 

doubtless,  will  be  .severely  punished. From  Ire- 

land  v,*e  expect  intere.stlng  news:  this  nation  ha> 
long  been  in  a ferment.  The  catliolic  delegate.^ 
were  determined  to  hokl  their  convention  in  Dublin 
in  October  last,  the  lord  lieutenant’s  pimclamation. 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Public  anxiety 
was  wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  to  know  tlie 
course  that  would  be  piu’sued.  The  prevailing 
opinion  at  Sierre  Leone  is,  that  the  celebrated 

traveller,  JMungo  Park,  died  at  Tombucto. 

An  American  schooner,  with  400  slaves  on  board, 
was  lately  captured  in  the  African  seas  by  tlie 
British.  The  emperor  of  tlie  French,  in  his  late 
tour,  was  accompanied  by  all  vhe  ministers  of  st.ate 
e.xcept  the  duke  ofBassano,  who  remained  at  Paris 
to  receive  Mr.  Barlow.  The  many  vessels  visited 
by  French  privateers  and  public  vessels  near  the 
coasts  of  France,  though  bound  to  or  from  England^ 
and  suffered  to  proceed  unmolested,  gives  us  happy 
assurance  tiiat  the  decrees  are  repealed.  The 
British,  on  tlie  contrary  make  numerous  captures  of 
American  vessels  passing  to  and  from  the  ports  of 
France — between  80  and  100  are  known  to  have 
been  seized  since  the  revocation  of  the  French  edicts.^ 
A division  of  the  French  army,  said  to  be  co.mmand-’ 
edby  marshal  Soult,  appeared  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Algesiras,  about  tlie  10th  of  Q-ffiber,  and  com-, 
pellcd  the  Spanish  general  Ballesteros,  to  seek  pro- 
tection under  the  batteries  of  Gibraltar.  His  force 
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tljal,  xi-c  knc'v”  r.CTt  what  r"-edif  fo  g'ivc  them.  It 
appears,  however,  lhat  a bloody  civil  war  was  rag'ing' 
in  the  internal  provinces.  ■ ]May  ‘‘t/ie  Gods*'*’  be  de- 
feated. 

’ The  war  in  T urkey  has  assum cd  a more  activ e and 
vigorous  character.  Some  wariii  actions  have  ta- 
ken place  on  the  left  l)ank  of  tlie  D mube,  in  which 
the  Htissians  claim  the  victory.  The  army  of  the 
Yizier  is  receiving-  great  reinforcements.  But  on 
the  18  th  of  Oct.  a Turkish  frigate  arrived,  in  Eisg'iarid, 
conveying,  it  was  saul,  oilicial  intolligenc'e  of  peace 
having  been  concluded  between  Turkey  and  Russia. 

Tiie  British  parliament  is  to  assemble  for  the  dis- 
patch of  business  in  tb«  first  week  in  Januaiy.  The 
restrictions  on  tlte  reg'enc3^  are  to  cease  in  six  weeks 
thereafter.  Price  of  Stocks,  Oct.  20, — ^3  per  cent; 
consols  for  m.one^’,  63  1-8 — 1-4- — for  account  63  5-8 
— ^oranium  1 dis. 

The  prince  regent  has  appointed  Charles  Stuart 
Esq.  (minister  to  Portugal,  and  member  of  the 
Portuguese  Regency,)  rear-admiral  George  Cock- 
burne,  and  John  Philip  Morier,  late  Charge  d’af- 
faires to  the  United  States,  comiiussionei's  to 
mediate  on  the  affairs  of  the  Sparasli  colonies,  an:t 
Old  Spain.  [A  decree  lately  passed  the  Spani.-ih 
Cortes  for  theabovepurpo.se;  tvhicli,  from  various 
circumstances,  we  are  assured  will  avail  them  noth- 
ing. The  tree  of  liberty  is  too  deeply  planted  (we 
trust,)  in  South  America,  to  be  cast  down  b\ 
foreign  force,  or  undermined  by  foreign  emissaries. 
The  peo{)ie  have  tasted  the  sweets  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious freedom,  and  will  not  part  with  them  easily] 
The  cardinals  sent  by  the  emperor  of  France  to 
the  pope  have  returned  to  Paris  without  accomplish- 
ing tlie  object  of  their  journey.  The  holy  father 
fi rndy  resisted  all  they  demanded,  not  deigning  even 
u reply  • He  spoke  only  to  the  Italian  cardinalsr.  * 
The  Messengers.  Lieutenant  Biddle,  of  the  U. 
S.  navv,andMr.  Taylor,  arrived  in  this  city  on  Satur- 
day evening,  from  Waslungton.  They  are  to  wait 
hel-e  for  their  despatches  (which  are  expected  by 
this  morning’s  mail;)  on  the  receipt  of  which  the\ 
will  embai-k  immediately  in  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war 
Hornet,  capt.  Lawrence,  for  France  and  England. 

[•y'V.  York  paper. 

The  general  assembly  of  N.  Carolina  convened  ai 
Raleigh  on  the  19th  ult.  Gen.  Joseph  Reddick  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  Wm.  Hawkins 
speaker  of  the  liouse  of  commons. 

Tlie.  legislature  of  Virginia  convened  at  Rich- 
mond on  Monday  last,  llobert  Taylor,  esq.  was  re- 
elected speaker  of  the  senate,  and  James  Barbour, 
•esq.  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

The  convention  elected  in  Orleans  Territory  to 
frame  a constitution,  &c.  met  at  the  time  appointed 
by  law;  but,  without  commencing  the  business  for 
wiiich  they  were  convened,  adjo\irncd  for  14  da)'s, 
on  account  of  the  continued  insalubrity  of  the  at- 
mosphere at  that  place. 

It  is  understood  that  G^esar  Jl.  Rodney,  Esq.  has 
resigned  the  office  of  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States;  iuid  that  William  Pinkney,  esq;  is  to  be  his 
successor,  who  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate 
of  Maryland. 

Pxtract-of  a letter  from  colonel  Tfaxvkins,  the  Creek 
agent,  dated  September  20, 1811,  to  a geniletnan  of 
respectability  near  Columbia. 

“I  am  now  at  Tookaubatchee,  attending  on  the 
national  council  just  convened,  to  prepare  theii 
minds  for  the  opening  of  roads  through  the  Indian 
country  in  confonnity  with  the  orders  of  government. 


*The  Spaniai’ds — so  called  by  the  natives  on  ac' 
count  of  tli'^ir  nride. 


47  CneroKces,  and  16  Phawanees,  from  .Hie  north- 
west, including  two  or  Three"  fnmT  frlbes'.ml^hown 
tons,  for  want  of  interpret The  Sir<wanees 
were  accornnmied  b v a Creek,  who  has  rc.sided  a- 
mong^tliem  .for  the  last  twenty  rears.  A gx-eat  lium- 
ber  OT  our  chiefs  are  a.-;sembled. 


“i’he  Cherokees  inform  me,  they  have  entire 
confidencein  the  ju.sHice  of  oubgovefmnenf,  and  so 
<ar  as  the  ro:-cl  front  'renne.xsee  pas.ses  through  tlieir 
• and,  til ey  have  given  their  consent.  They  hererb. 
bre  }>,ad  some  do'.ihts  relative  to  the  affairs  of  their 
nations;  out  the  just  conduct  of  our  government 
has  now  united  them  in  an  iinsliakeii  connclence  in 
it  ^ tieir  business  here  is  to  aidjust  soine  matters  re- 
•dive  to  property  between  the  Greeks  and  j.cm, 
and  to  meet  the  Chickasaws  in  relation  to  their  Lmd 
Claim.” 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT. kTIVES. 

Thursday,  Pec.  5. — The  speaker  laid  before  the 
loxise  sundr  y resolutions  of  tliepeoole  of  St.  Louis, 
U.Ii.  expre.ssiye  of  their  vrishes  for  an  alteration  in 
■-  le  form  of  .government  of  that  territoiy. 

I he  bill  from  tlie  senate  making  provision  for  the 
corp.s  of  cngineei-fi,  v/as  referred  to  a committee  of 
tne  whole  on  Wednesdav. 

'Ehe  amendment  of  the  senate  to  tlie  bill  for  a> 
ortionmg  repre.sentatives  was  tlien  taken  up,  and  at- 
: ter  some  time  .spent  therein,  the  question  on  agreeing 
was  taken  and  determined  in  the  negative — ayes  65 
— noes  64 — ^the  speaker  voting  in  thC'  negative.  A 
committee  of  three  members  was  appointed  to  con- 
fer wuth  a committee  of  the  senate  relative  to  this 
disagreement  between  the  two  houses. 


1 iie  ihaitor  s Oepartmeiif. 

Fearing  to  fiitigue  our  readers  with  political  mat- 
ter,  we  have  postponed  several  articles  of  that  nature 
to  make  room  for  miscellany  The  next  paper  will 
U „ statistics;  with  the  succeeding  (No.  16) 

shall  be  issued  a supplement,  to  dispose  oi  a greater 
portion  of  the  matter  that  presses  upon  us,  from  the 
meetingof  congress  and  the  several  state  legislature.s. 
lo  getin  hereafier  more  articles  specially  designed 
as  records,  a very  .small,  but  beautiflil  type  will  be 
procured  as  soon  as  possible. 

EitiiATA.  In  the  table  (page  237,)  for  present 
number  of  members  in  the  house  of  representativej 
from  Mi^saclmsetts,  for  “18”  read  IT. 

And,  in  the  motion  made  by  Col.  little  (page  240) 
respecting  American  seamen,'  strike  02tt  all  that  tart 
which  makes  a distinction  between  native  and  adopted 
citizens.  It  is  astonish ir.g  how  this  distinction  cmiUl 
have  been  dravni  by  the  reporter,  seeing  there  wa-s 
nothing  like  it  m the  resolution,  or  the  design  of 
the  mover;  Avhose  principles,  I know,  are  hostile 
such  discrimination. 


Died,  on  Tuesday  morning  last,  in  the  S8th  year 
of  his  age,  Mr.  Geouge  Dobbi.tv,  of  this  city,  print- 
er, undone  of  the  proprietors  of  the  ‘‘American.^ 
For  the  decease  of  an  hmest  man  society  mourn.s> 
and,  as  his  acquaintance  wtis  general,  few  per- 
sons have  been  more  extensively  and  sincerely  la- 
mented. His  Warm  heart,  liberal  ideas,  and  gen^ 
tlemanly  deportment — plain  sincerity,  active  charity 
and  universal  benevolence,  secured  him  the  love  of 
all.  Me  Was  at  peace  with  mankind  living;  and  di- 
ed with  a blessed  as.sui’arice  that  his  peace  was  made, 
with  his  God.  Eulogy  is  lost  in  bringing  to  mind 
the  practical  virtues  of  our  cTideai'ed  and  defiarted 
fri  end 
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BALTIMORE,  SATURDAY,  December  14,  181 1. 


[No.  15. 


-I  wish  no  other  herald 


No  other  speaker  of  my  living'  actions^ 

“ To  keep  nriine  honor  from  cornipUon 
Eat  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shdtcspeare — hknAt  vnr. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  Waier-stieet,  near  the  Merchants’  Coffee-House,  at  ^5  per  uvenuni. 


Public  Documents. 

(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  227  ) 

Translation  of  a nottfrom  count  liosenkrunti,  to  Mr. 

Erviug,  dated  28th  Juhe,  1811. 

The  undersigned  minister  of  statej  chief  of  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs,  has  laid  before  the 
king,  his  master,  the  notes  which  Mr.  Erving,  spe- 
cial minister  from  the  United  States  of  Americ;.  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  the  7th  current.  He  is  charged 
to  assure  this  minister  that  his  majesty  has  seen 
with  great  satisfaction,  that  the  president  of  the  Unh 
ted  States  recognizes  the  reciprocal  utialy  of  the 
relations  which  unite  the  two  governments. 

The  king  having  always  had  it  at  heart  to  main- 
tain a good  understanding  with  the  American  go- 
vernment, would  be  much  pained  if  he  could  be  con- 
vinced that  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  who 
have  carried  on  commerce  and  navigation  ei therein 
the  ports  of  his  majesty^  or  in  the  waters  which 
Wash  the  shores  of  liis  states,  and  in  the  adjoining 
latitudes,  have  had  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  ling  these  certiheates  until  the  13th  of  November  of 


origin  granted  to  American  vessels  by  the  T , nch 
consuls  residing  in  the  ports  of  the  U.  Suites.  The 
Trench  government  caused  it  to  be  officially  declared 
lo  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  on  the  22J  of  September, 
that  tiie  consuls'  of  France  would  not  grant  any  more 
certificates  of  origin,  and  that  every  American  ves' 
sel  that  had  them  on  board,  had  false  ])apers,  and 
was  to  be  treated  accoidingly.  Taking  imo  view 
;be  strict  and  happy  union  which  subsisted  between 
the  king  and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  Frencii 
— his  majesty  could  not  but  pay  attention  to  bis  com- 
munication. He  therefore  ordered  that  the  Certifi- 
c.ates  of  origin,  which  had  been  tlids  declared  to  bo 
all  false,  should  be  considered  by  the  prize  courts 
as  false  documents,  which  would  authorize  the  Con- 
demnation of  ilie  vessel  that  had  them  onboard,— 
The  undersigned,  liaving  been  afierwards  informed 
by  the  charge  c!es  affaires  of  his  majesty  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  recently  by  Mr.  Ervmg,  that  the  con  - 
suls of  France  in  the  United  State?  had  not  received 
theoi‘der  of  their  government  to  abstain  from  grant- 


treatment  which  they  have  met  with  there,  In  conse- 
qtience  of  the  privateering  which  liis  majesty  has 
been  forced  lo  authorize  by  tlie  war  into  which  the 
B.uiish  nation  have  be'^n  drawn  by  the  government 
of  Great  Britain.  His  majesty  is  persuad^ed  that  the 
vessels  captured  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
have  not  been  brought  into  his  ports  unless  there 
Was  reason  to  suppose  that  the  vessel  was  not  duly 
authorized  to  carry  that  flag,  oi*  that  she  was  engag- 
ed in  an  illicit  trade.  The  ordinances  as  to  privateer- 
ing which  was  published  on  the  28ih  of  March  of 
the  last  year,  prescribed  to  those  fitting  out  priva- 
teers, the  conduct  they  were  to  pursue,  and  it  also 
fixed  the  responsibility  to  wliich  they  wei  e subject- 
ed. The  high  court  of  admiralty  watches  over  the 
execution  of  this  ordinance,  which  has  met  the  ap- 
probation of  all  the  governments  of  Europe. 

If  there  had  been  many  vessels  under  the  Ameri- 
can flag  brought  in,  it  is  because  there  have  been 
a great  number  of  them  furnished  with  false  papers, 
that  evidently  carried  on  a simulated  and  justly  pro- 
hibited Commerce.  It  was  naturally  very  difficult 
for  the  courts  to  distinguisli  at  first  the  navigation 
which  was  fair  and  in  rule  (en  regie)  from  that 
Avhich  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  enemy  of 
Denmark.  The  conduct  of  the  navigators  who  fol- 
lowed the  latter,  compromitted  those  who  liad  no- 
tiling  to  reproach  themselves  withj  but  in  every  case 
where  the  high  Court  of  admiralty  discovered  thai 
the  papers  on  board  proved  that  the  vessel  was  real- 
ly American,  and  that  the  captain  had  not  made  an 
improper  use  of  them,  to  cover  the  property  nf  tiu 
enemy,  passing  it  off  as  American,  the  vessels  aT„i 
cargoes  have  been  released.  There  was  one  cause  of 
seizure  and  of  process  against  American  vessels 
•Which  in  a certain  degree  applied  to  those  that  pro- 
duced false  papers  or  to  those  in  whose  documents 
there  were  irregularities.  This  vras  the  certificate  of 
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last  year,  by  ihe  Ifoniet;  and  that  tliey  had  notcc  'sed 
granting  them  until  after  that  period,  and  having  re-” 
ported  this  to  his  majesty,  he  immediately  directed 
that  the  certificates  in  question  should  no’  longer  be 
injurious  to  the  vessels  that  were  furnished  with 
them,  provided  tliat  tliese  certificates  bore  date  pri- 
or to  the  13th  of  November,  of  the  last  year. 

The  king  has  not  confined  himself  to  givlhg  this 
proof  of  his  attention  to  the  remonstrance  made  to 
him  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States:  his  majesty  has  also,  having  in  view  the  re- 
presentations made  by  the  special  minister  of  tha 
United  States,  just  ordered  that  the  cases  of  tiie  fol- 
lowing vessels  tmdffi’  the  American  flag  brought  into 
the  ports  of  his  dominions,  viz. 

Minerva,  Captain  Baker, 

Resolution,  Eldnclge, 

Pittsburg,  Yi.rdsiey, 

Mariri  Tlieresa,  Phelps, 

Amiable  Matilda,  Hague, 

Minerva,  Smith, 

should  be  reported  to  him  by  his  Chancery  befafd 
the  definiiive  sentence  was  pronouncej — in  case  thc 
supreme  court  of  admiralty  should  find  the  charges 
alleged  by  the  captors  were  so  well  founded,  as  fo 
make  it  probable  that  the  sentence  would  be  unfa- 
vorable to  the  vessels.  Mr.  Erving  vull  be  pleased 
to  observe  that  the.se  are  vessels  acquitted  in  the 
first  instance  by  tli  - prize  courts,  and  in  whose  cases 
appeals  had  been  made  by  the  Captors.  Hi^  majes- 
y had  also  determined  to  cause  to  be  reponed  to 
lim  ill  the  same  manner  ths  cases  of  the  followin^^ 
vessels: 


O.scar, 

AVilliam  and  Jane 

Washlnglon, 

Rachel, 

Charlot-tp^ 


Captain  Cutinlngham, 
Bunker, 

A Imy, 

Joseph, 

Vicrcp; 
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in  which  the  masters  of  the  vessels  liave  had  re 
course  to  an  a'ppeal  to  tiie  decisions  of  the  suprenie 
court.  The  under^rgnea  flutters  himself  tliaL  Mr. 

i'.rving  Will  find  in  tiiis  compliance  of  the  king  his 
itiusier,  all  evident  proof  of  the  desire  ot  his  majes- 
ty to  see  that  itis  most  exact  juslice  may  be  observ- 
ed towards  the  American  vessels  brought  into  the 
Ijuiiisli  ports. 

His  m 'jesiy  who  has  seen  with  great  satisfaction 
Ciat  the  president  of  the  United  States  properly  ap- 
precia;es  the  sentiments  of  justice  and  equity  w'hich 
animates  him;  feels  grat.fied  in  manifesting  to  him 
that  he  desires  to  preserve  and  to  cultivate  on  his 
part,  the  relations  of  good  understanding  and  of  ami- 
ty, which  have  always  subsisted  between  the  Uanisii 
g 'verHinetit,  and  tbatoftiie  Unifed  States  of  Ame- 
rica. It  is  enjoined  on  the  undersigned  to  cliarge 
Mr.  E ving  with  assuring  his , government  that  tiie 

intenUons  of  the  king  his  muster,  are  invariable  in 
tliis  respect. 

lii  regard  to  vessels  under  the  American  flag,  ar- 
rested at  sea  by  Dantsii  cmizers,  and  whicu  were 
found  under  the  convoy  of  British  snips  of  war,  Mr. 
Erving  will  permit  the  undersigned  to  iiuve  the 
honor  of  observing  to  him  that  when  the  fact  is  fully 
proven,  the  searching  after,  and  the  use  made  of  the 
protection  of  the  enemies  of  Denmark  in  the  seas 
which  Wash  the  sliores  of  his  majesty’s  dominions, 
or  in  those  which  environ  them,  cannot  be  viewevi 
by  the  D mish  government,  but  us  having  taken  from 
those  vessels  their  original  character  of  neutral?.— 
J5ut  the  king,  not  having  been  willing  that  the  courts 
stU'uld  attribute  to  vessels  under  tiie  Ameticun  flag 
ti.e  It  iving  pl.ced  (de  s’e'.re  mis)  under  the  protec- 
tion of  j;is  enemies  unless  the,  fact  was  proven,  has 
very  recemly  directed  that  proofs  tlie  most  evident 
be  required  to  establisli  the  fact  that  a vessel  under 
tile  American  flag  had  been  (ait  ete)  under  Englisli 
convo^^  Idle  undersigned  cannot  but  urge  in  favor 
of  the  principle  established  by  the  11th  article  of 
the  ordinance  for  privateering,  the  argument,  that  he 
who  causes  himself  to  be  protected  by  that  act, 
ranges  himself  on  the  side  of  the  protector,  and  evi- 
dently renounces  the  adv.an(ages  attached  to  the  cha- 
racter of  friend  to  him,  against  whom  he  seeks  the 
protection.  I!  Denmark  should  abandon  this  princi- 
ple, the  navigators  of  all  nations  w’ould  find  their 
account  in  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  Qreat  Bri- 
tain under  the  protection  of  English  ships  of  war, 
without  running  any  risk.  We  every  day  see  that 
this  is  done,  the  Danish  government  not  being  able, 
to  place  in  the  way  of  it  sufficient  obstacles.  The 
undersigned  w^ill  add  a single  observation,  which 
will  serve  to  convince  Mr.  Erving  that  this  principle 
is  in  the  view  of  his  majesty  as  just  as  it  is  invaria- 
ble— It  is,  that  eyery  Danish  vessel  which  should 
make  use  of  Englisli  convoy  is  condemned — if  she  is 
convicted  of  it  in  like  manner  as  a foreign  vessel. — 
It  is  but  too  well  known  that  in  all  times  during  ma- 
ritime war.?,  neutral  navigation  has  been  exposed  to 
jemb.arrassmen Is  and  delays.  The  Daui.sh  navigation 
has  liad  experience  of  it  in  its  time.  It  is  there 
fore  that  tlie  king  has  established  rules  for  priva- 
teering which  place  the  navigation  truly  neutral  un- 
der cover  from  vexations.  His  majesty  would  equal- 
ly have  wished,  entirely  to  have  prevented  captured 
vessels  from  experiencing  delays  of  any  importance 
when  it  was  found  that  they  had  their  papers  on 
board  in  order  (in  regie)  and  that  they  had  not  im- 
properly used  them  to  carry  on  a simulated  com 
rnerce  on  account  of  the  enemy  of  Denmark.  He  is 
convinced  that  he  has  taken  for  this  purpose  all  the 
measures  in  his  power,  and  he  is  resolved  c.irefully  to 
watch  over  their  execution.  These  measures,  and 


the  will  (volonte)  of  the  king,  offer  sure  guarantee? 
to  the  commerce  of  the  Uiiiied  S tated,  inutihe  ves- 
sels under  tlieir  flag  will  be  able  to  navigate  in  tlie 
! seas  and  waters  visited  by  the  Danish  cruizers,  wilii- 
out  any  risk  of  i>eing  molested  by  them  or  brought 
in  if  their  papers  are  in  order  (en  regie)  .and  there  is 
no  reason  lo  suppose  that  they  liave  been  improperly 
used.  Tile  vessel  which  is  destined  to  cai  i-y  into  any 
port  whatever  produce  and  merchandize  which  are 
not  admitted  into  that  port  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  state  to  which  it  belorgs,  will  not  be  consi- 
deied  as  in  rule  (iii  regie)  and  the  navigators  who 
may  aim  at  employing  their  vessel-,  in  this  way,  will 
only  have  to  blame  themselves  if  their  enterprize 
leads  to  inj  ury . 

The  undersigned,  in  acquitting  himself  as  he  has 
just  done  of  the  -orders  of  his  sovereign,  cannot  de- 
prive hinriself  of  the  honor  of  again  reminding  Mr. 
Erving,  that  the  navigation  and  the  commerce  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  found  a recepdon  and 
an  outlet  for  the  productions  of  their  country,  in  the 
ports  under  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  at 
a titne  when  they  did  not  enjoy  the  same  advantages 
m the  ports  of  the  greater  part  of  the  states  of  Eu- 
rope. This  circumstance  will  sufficiently  prove  to 
tlie  American  government  that  that  of  Denmark  is 
fully  aware  of  the  reciprocal  utility  of  the  relations 
of  commerce  and  a good  understanding  between  the 
two  nations. 

The  undersigned  has  the  hon  Etc. 

ROSENKRANTZ. 

U openhagen,  2^lh  Jvnet  1811. 


Malthus  on  Popnlation. 

An  Analytical  review  of  the  Essay  on  the  principle  of 
Population^  by  T.  II.  JVhtllimSy  A.  JUP  -with  some 
remarks  tnove  pnriicularly  applicable  to  the  pr'eeentg 
and  probable  future  state  of  the  United  States. 
[cOKTIXUiil)  rilOM  PAGK  147-3 

Until  within  a few  years  past  the  preventive  check 
will  be  found  to  have  operated  alnrtost  exclusively  in. 
Norway.  The  military  enrollments,  which  enjoin- 
ed a service  of  ten  years,  included  every  man  un- 
der the  age  of  thirty  six.  The  choice  of  the  soldiers 
was  left  to  the  officers,  who  generally  preferred  the 
oldest  on  the  list  as  being  the  most  effective  men;' 
and  as  none  of  these  were  permitted  to  marry  with- 
out the  special  consent  of  his  officer,  and  a cer- 
tificate from  the  minister  of  his  parish  that  he 
was  possessed  of  enough  to  support  a wife;  those 
who  were  not  in  very  good  circumstances,  rather 
than  encounter  the  trouble,  expense’  and  difficulty 
of  obtaining  these  requisites,  preferred  to  remain 
single  till  the^'‘expirati9n  of  their  service;  so  that 
the  men  were,  for  the  most  part,  pretty  far  advanc- 
ed in  life  before  they  tlioug'ht  of  marrying.  Other 
obstacles  to  early  marriage.s  exi.sted  in  the  peculiar 
state  of  the  country.  There  are^no  large  maiuifiic- 
taring  towns  to  give  employment  lo  a redundant 
population;  every  man  is  an  artisan  and  ever}  fami- 
ly includes  within  itself,  it.s  own  artificers,  butchers, 
bakers,  brewers,  &c.  The  farmer  who  owns  a quan- 
tity of  land,  divides  it  into  sucli  portions  as  are  ade- 
quate to  the  support  of  a family,  and  lets  them  out 
to  a certain  portion  of  married  laborers,  who  are 
called  housemen,  and  who  in  reluni  are  obliged  to 
work  for  the  farmer  at  a fixed  and  low  price  when- 
ever called  upon.  A vacancy  among  tlie.se  house- 
men is  the  only  prospect  which  presents  itselfitothe 
laborer  of  supporting  a family;  and  as  <he  mortal- 
ity is  very  small,  being  only  as  one  to  48,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  we  find  from  tlie  registers,  the  pro- 
portion of  marriages  to  the  population  only  as  1 to 
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130.  Until  a vacancy  happens  the  young  mf*n  and 
v/omeii  remain  with  the  fiinner  as  servants.  Tiie  na 
tupal  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  country  is, 
that  the  lower  classes  of  people  in  Norway  are  placed 
in  a much  better  situation  than  might  be  expected 
ft’om  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  climaie.  Along  tlie 
sea  coast,  on  the  contrary,  where  the  liopes  of  pro- 
curing adequate  supplies  of  food  from  fishing',  induce 
the  people  to  marry  more  frequently  and  early,  the 
. rise  of  population  above  their  means  of  subsistence 
renders  them  miserably  poor  and  wretched  in  coni- 
p.U'ison  to  tlie  interior  inhabitants. 

The  great  improvements  which  have  lifctely  been 
made  in  agriculture,  the  division  of  the  land  into 
smaller  farms,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  the 
number  of  housemen,  have  tended  to  give  a consi- 
derable start  to  the  population. 

'Fhe  only  ciiiTeivnce  between  Norway  and  Sweden 
in  respect  to  tlie  population  is,  tliat  in  the  latter 
country,  agriculture  seems  to  be  better  understood, 
the  farms  are  divided  into  smaller  tenements  : ami 
the  impediments  to  early  marriage^  of  course  fewer. 
The  proportion  of  marriages  to  the  population  as 
registered,  is  as  1 to  112.  In  proportion,  however, 
as  the  preventive  check  is  less  prevaien!,  tlie  positive 
checks  operate  witii  greater  force.  Whether  from 
the  natural  unhealihiness  of  the  soil,  the  habits  of  the 
people,  or  the  nature  of  the  government,  which  has 
been  constantly  directing  its  efforts  to  increase  the 
population  wittiout  attending  to  the  means  of  sup- 
porting it,  the  mortality  of  Sweden  is  very  great ; 
the  average  proportion  of  deaths  being  to  the  popu- 
lation as  1 to  35.  The  medical  colleges,  the  iying-iti 
and  foniidliug  hospitals  which  were  established  by 
government  for  the  puVposa  of  encouraging  populu- 
tion,  or  at  least  of  impeding  the  mortality,  have  not 
been  found  in  any  degree  to  ai  '^v/er  the  desired  end. 
Indeed  our  author  is  of  opinion  that  hospitals  of  that 
description,  so  far  from  producing  any  good  enect, 
directly  tend  to  increase  the  evils  of  society  by  hold- 
ing out  encouragements  to  vice. 

Con.sidering  the  very  great  natural  resources  of 
Russia,  its  populition  may  be  looked  upon  as  com- 
paratively mucii  inferior  to  that  of  most  other  coun- 
tries. This  is  ascrioed  to  two  causes,  both  powerful 
in  their  operation,  namely,  the  hospitals  before 
spoken  of,  and  the  abject  slavery  to  which  the  boors 
and  peasants  are  condemned,  being  considered  as 
njuch  the  transferable  property  of  the  noblemen,  as 
the  cattle  wliich  graze  their  fields.  The  revenue  of 
a Russian  nobleman  arises  from  a capitation  tax  upon 
all  the  males  of  his  estate.  Each  family  is  allowed 
a certain  portion  of  land  sufficient  to  support  it  and 
pay  tlie  tax.  According  to  their  increase,  new  divi- 
sions of  land  are  occasionally  made ; and  if  it  is 
found  that  one  farm  has  yielded  more  lhan  the  sup- 
port and  tax  of  the  farmer,  it  is  divided  into  two. 

It  thus  becomes  the  interest  of  the  boor  not  to  pay 
much  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  hi.s  larM  beyonU 
those  necessary  purposes,  as  the  consequence  would 
be  the  loss  of  half  his  farm  at  the  next  division.  1 o 
which  may  be  added  the  indolence  and  ignoranree 
Wiiich  must  necessarily  accompany  a state  of  igno- 
minious bondage.  As  the  imputation ofinhumaiuty 
ora  want  of  a proper  respect  for  the  condition  of  the 
poor,  may  be  ca.st  upon  the  author  from  what  ha.s 
been  said  respecting  institutions  apparently  benefi- 
cial to  the  general  interest  of  society,  and  solionora- 
ble  to  the  motives  of  flieir  founders,  as  hospitals  for 
the  reception  of  foundling  children  and  lying-in  wo 
men;  it  would  be  doing  him  injustice  not  to  make 
the  reader  acqilainiied  with  the  facts  and  arguments 
upon  whicli  he  has  founded  his  opinion  of  their  inju- 
inous  tendency.  We  cannot  this  better  tJuvi  in 


the  autlior’s  owVi  words.  “In  the  mnUon  des  Evfan? 
frovvesy  (<jr  foundling  hospital  the  mortality  is  pro- 
digious. No  regular  list  is  publisheil,  and  verbal 
communications  are  always  liable  to  some  uncertain- 
ty; I cannot  tlierefore  rely  upon  the  inf jim.Ttion 
I collected  upon  the  subject ; but  from  the  most 
Careful  enquiries  which  1 could  make  of  the  atten- 
dants at  the  house  in  Petersburgh,  1 understood  that 
one  hundred  a month  was  ilse  common  avei-ige.  In 
the  preceding  winter  (which  was  tlie  winter  ol  17'84>) 
it  had  not  been  uncommon  to  bury  eighteen  a day. 
The  average  number  received  in  tiieday  is  about  ten, 
and  thougli  they  are  all  sent  into  the  country  lu  he 
nursed,  three  days  after  they  have  been  in  the  house, 
vet,  as  many  of  them  are  brought  in  a dying  state, 
the  mortality  must  necessarily  be  great.  The  num- 
ber said  to  be  received  appears,  indeed,  almost  in- 
credible; but  from  w!mt  1 saw  myself,  I shoubl  be 
inclined  to  believe,  that  both  this  and  the  n.oi'tality 
before  mentioned  might  nut  be  far  from  the  iriiti:. 

I was  at  the  house  about  noon,  and  four  children  had 
just  been  received,  one  of  wiiich  was  evidu  iiLly  dy- 
ing, and  another  did  not  seem  as  if  it  w-julcl  long 
survive. 

“ A part  cf  the  iiouse  is  destined  to  (he  purpose  of 
a lying-in  iiospital,  where  every  Woman  that  comes 
is  received  and  no  questions  are  asked.  Tlie  children 
which  are  tiuis  born  are  brought  up  by  nUrscs  in  tiie 
house,  and  are  sent  into  the  country  like  tlie  cth.ers. 
.‘V  mother,  if  slie  clioose  it,  may  peifonn  tlie  office 
of  nurse  to  her  own  chili  in  ihe  hou.se,  I>ut  is  nut; 
perniltled  to  take  it  away  with  her.  A child  br;u!g!:t 
to  the  house  may  at  any  time  be  reclaimed  by  i:s 
parents,  if  they  can  prove  themselves  able  to  suppov; 
it,  and  all  the  ciilldieli  are  marked  and  nunibciv.i  on  ' 
being  received,  tliat  lii^y  may  be  kiuAvn  and  pir.di.c- 
ed  to  the  parents,  when  required,  who,  if  they  can 
not  reclaim  tiiem,  are  permiUed  to  visit  ihcm. 

“The  country  nur.ses  receive  only  two  ruhics  n 
month  ('Which  is  only  about  fifty  cents  a week  ;)  yet 
the  general  expences  are  said'  to  be  one  hundred 
tliousand  rubles  a momii.  The  regular  reveime.s 
belonging  to  the  institution  are  not  noiniy  equal  to 
this  sum  ; but  the  government  takes  on  itself  the 
manag.jment  of  the  whole  affiiir,  and  consequently 
bears  all  the  additional  expeticeS.  As  chli  Iren  are 
reclaimed  without  any  limit,  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  expences  should  also  be  unlimited.— 

It  is  evrd>?nt  th.at  the  most  dreadful  evils  must  result 
from  an  unlimited  reception  of  children,  and  only 
a limited  fund  to  support  them.  S’uch  in.siitution.s, 
therefore,  if  managed  properly,  that  is,  if  the  ex- 
traordinary mortality  do  not  prevent  the  rapid  accu- 
mulation of  expence,  cannot  exist  long  except  under 
the  protection  of  a very  rich  government ; ami  even 
under  such  the  period,  of  their  failure  cannot  be  very’ 
distant. 

“At  six  or  seven  years  old  the  chikh^en  who  have 
been  sent  into  the  conniry  return  to  the  house,  when 
they  are  taught  all  .sorts  ot  trades  and  manual  opera- 
tions. 'Fhe  common  hours  of  working  are  from  si.x 
to  twelve,  and  from  two  till  four.  The  gii'ls  leave 
the  house’  at  eighteen,  ahd  the  boys  at  twenty  or 
twenty -one.  When  Uie  house  i.s  loo  full,  suine  oF 
those  wjio  have  been  sent  into  the  country  are  not 
brought  back,  'Fhe  principal  mortality  of  course 
takes  place  .vnongtbe  infants  who  are  just  received  j 
and  the  ciuidren  which  are  brought  up  in  tiie 
house;  but  there  i.s  a considerable  mortality  .among- 
those  which  are  returned  from  the  country,  and  are 
in  the  firmest  stages  of  life.  I was  in  some  degree 
surprised  at  hearing  this,  after  having  been  particu- 
larly struck  with  ibe  extraordinary  degree  of  neat- 
ne.ss,  cleanliness  ^nd  sweethess  which  appeared 
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prevail  In  every  department.  This  degree  of  neat- 
ness,  almost  inconceivable  in  a large  institution,  was 
to  be  attributed  principally  to  the  present  empress 
dowager,  who  interested  herself  in  all  the  details  of 
thenianagenient,  and  when  at  Petersburg!!  seldom 
pissed  a week  without  inspecting  them  m person. 
The  mortality  which  takes,  place  in  spite  of  all  these 
attentions  is  a clear  proof,  that  the  constitution  in 
eorly  youth  cannot  support  confinement  and  woik  for 
eight  hours  in  the  day.  The  children  had  all  rather 
a pale  .md  sickly  countenance,  and  if  a judgment  of 
all  the  national  beauty  had  been  formed  from  the 
girls  and  boys  of  this  establishment  it  would  have 
been  most  unfavorable. 

The  maison  des  Enfans  trouves  at  Moscow  is  con- 
ducted exactly  upon  the  same  principles  as  that  at 
Petersbui  gh  ; and  IMr.  Tooke  gives  an  account  of 
the  surprising  loss  of  children  which  it  had  sus- 
tained in  twenty  years,  from  the  time  of  its  first 
establishment  in'1786.  On  this  occasion  he  observes, 
if  we  knew  precisely  the  number  of  those  w ho  died 
immediately  after  reception,  or  who  brought  in  with 
tlvem  the  germ  of  dissolution,  a small  part  only  of 
the  mortality  would  probably  appear  to  be  fairly  at- 
tributable to  the  foundling  hospital ; as  none  would 
be  so  unreasonable  a-s  to  l iy  the  loss  of  the.^e  certain 
victims  to  death  to  the  account  of  a philanthrupical 
instituAion,  which  enriches  the  country  from  year  to 
year  with  an  ever-increasing  number  of  healthy,  ac- 
tive, and  industrious  burgl'ers.  It  appears  to  me, 
however,  that  the  greater  part  of  this  premature 
mortnlitv  is  clearly  to  be  attributed  to  ihesednsti- 
tutions,  miscalled’ philanthropical.  If  any  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  the  accounts  which,  are  given  of 
the  infant  mortality  in  the  Russian  towns  and  pro- 
vinces, it  would  appear  to  be  unusually  small.  The 
greatness  of  it,  therefore,  at  the  foundling  hospi- 
tals, may  justly  be  laid  to  the  account  of  institutions 
wiiich  encourage  a mother  to  desert  her  child,  at  the 
very  time  when,  of  all  others,  it  stands  most  in  need 
o.Lher  fostering  care.  The  frail  tenure  by  which  an 
infant  holds  its  life  will  not  allow  a remitted  atten- 
tion, even  for  a few  hours.  The  surprising  mortality 
wiiich  takes  place  at  these  two  foundling  hospitals  of 
Tetersburgli  and  Moscow,  which  are  managed  in  the 
best  possible  manner,  as  all  who  have  seen  them  with 
one  consent  assert,  appears  to  me  incontroveriiblv 
to  prove  that  the  nature  of  these  institutions  is  not 
calculated  to  answer  the  immediate  end  they  have 
in  view,  whicli  I conceive  to  be  the  preservation  of 
a certain  number  of  citizens  to  the  state  which  might 
otherwise  perhaps  perish  from  poverty  or  false 
shame.  Ii  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  if  the  children 
received  into  these  hospitals  had  been  left  to  the 
management  ot  their  parents,  taking  the  chance  of 
all  the  difficulties  in  which  they  might  be  involved, 
a much  greater  proportion  of  them  would  have  reach- 
ed the  age  of  manhood,  and  have  become  useful 
members  of  the  state. 

“ When  we  look  a little  deeper  Into  this  subject, 
it  will  appear  that  these  institutions  not  only  fail  in 
their  immediate  object,  but  by  encouraging,  in  the 
most  marked  manner,  habits  of  licentiousness,  dis- 
courage marriage,  and  thus  weaken  the  main  spring 
of  population.  All  the  well  informed  men  with 
whom  I conversed  on  this  subject  at,  Petersburgh, 
agreed  invariably,  that  the  institution  had  produced 
this  effect  in  a surprising  degree.  To  have  a child 
was  considered  as  one  of  the  most  trifling  faults 
which  a girl  could  commit.  An  English  merchant 
^t  Petersburgii  told  me  that  a Russian  girl  living  in 
his  family,  under  a mistress  who  was  considered  as 
vVery  strict,  had  sent  children  to  the  foundling 


hospital  witliout  the  loss  of  her  place.  It  should  bfl 
observed,  however,  that  generally  speaking  six  chil- 
dren are  not  common  in  this  kind  of  intevcdurse. 
Where  habits  of  licentiousness  prevail,  tbe  births’ 
are  never  in  the  same  proportion  to  the  number  of 
people,  as  in  the  married  state ; and  therefore  the 
discouragement  to  marriage,  arising  from  ibis' licen- 
tiousness, and  the  diminished  number  of  births 
which  is  the  consequence  of  it,  will  much  more  than 
counterbalance  any  encouragement  to  marriage  from 
the  pro.specl  held  out  to  parents  of  disposing  of  ihe‘ 
children  whicIi  they  cannot  support.  Considering 
the  extraordinary  mortality  which  occurs  in  these^- 
institutions,  and  the  habits  of  licentiousness,  W'hicH 
ihey  have  an  evident  tendency  to  create,  it  may  be 
said,  perliaps  witli  truth,  that  if  a person  wished  to’ 
check  population,  and  were  not  solicitous  about  the 
means,  he  could  not  propose  a more  effectual  mea- 
sure, than  d'e  estabUshment  of  a sufficient  number 
of  foundling  hospitals,  unlimited  in  their  reception 
of  children.  And  with  regard  to  the  moral  feelings 
of  a nation,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  they  must 
not  be  very  sensibly  impaired  by  encouraging  mo- 
thers to  desert  their  offspring  and  endeavoring 
teach  them  that  their  love  for  their  new  boi-n  infants 
is  a prejudice  which  it  is  the  interest  of  their  coun- 
try to  eradicate.  An  occasional  child-murder,  from 
false  shame,  is  saved  at  a very  high  price,  if  it  can 
only  be  done  by  the  sacrifice  of  some  of  the  best  and 
most  useful  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  in  a great 
part  of  the  nation. 

“On  the  supposition  that  foundling  hospitals  at- 
tained their  proposed  end,  the  state  of  slavery  in 
Russia  would,  perhaps,  render.them  more  justifiable 
in  that  country  than  in  any  other;  because  every 
child  brought  up  at  the  foundling  liospiials  becomes 
a free  citizen,  and  in'  this  capacity  is  likely  to  be 
more  useful  to  the  state  than  if  it  had  merely  increas- 
ed the  number  of  slaves  belonging  to  an  individual 
proprietor.  But  in  countries,  not  similarly  circum- 
stanced, the  most  complete  success  in  institutions  of 
this  kind,  would  be  a glaring  injustice  to  other 
parts  of  the  society.  The  true  encouragement  to 
marriage  is  the  high  price  of  labor,  and  an  increase 
of  employments,  which  require  to  be  supplied  with 
proper  funds ; but  if  the  principal  part  of  these  em- 
ployments, apprenticeships,  &c.  be  filled  up  by 
foundlings,  the  demand  for  labor  among  the  legiti- 
mate part  of  the  society  must  be  proportionately  di- 
minished, the  difficulty  of  supporting  a family  be  in- 
ci  eased,  and  the  best  encouragement  to  marriage 
removed.”  . . 

The  author  notices  an  extraordinary  fact  recorded 
in  the  registers  for  the  city  of  Petersburgh,  for 
which,  however,  he  does  not  pretend  to  account,  aiid 
which  is  directly  the  reverse  of  what  his  been  observ- 
ed in  all  other  countries  ^ namely,  the  much  greater, 
mortality  of  female  children  than  of  male.  Of  IGOO 
boys  born,  147  only  died  within  the  first  year — but  o£ 
the  same  number  of  girls,  310. 

There  is  so  little  difference  in  the  general  operar 
■ion  of  the  checks  f,o,  population  to  be  found  in  th^ 
middle  countries  of  Europe,  that  our  author  has 
thought  it  sufficient  to  direct  the  reader’s  attention 
to  the  register  of  marriages  and'deatlis  without  'a  re- 
ference to  each  particular  country.  From  the  re: 
suits  furnished  by  these,  the  inference  is^early  de- 
ducible  that  the  former  are  dependent  on  the  latter, 
or  that  they  reciprocally  influence  each  other.  .In 
countries,  therefore,  where  no  great  or  sudden  in- 
crease in  the  means  of  subsistence  is  to  be  expected, 
the  government  acts  unwisely  to  hold  out  encoui' 
ragements  to  marriage,  as  they  would  be  only  s® 
many  means  of  increasing  the  mortality.  Mpiites- 
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quieu  has  justly  observed,  in  his  Esprit  des  Loix, 
that  wherever  there  is  a ph.ce  for  two  persons  to  liv 

comfortably,  a marriage  will  certainly  ensue:  parti- 
cular laws,  therefore,  to  encourage  the  propagation 
of  the  human  species,  are  not  onl}’^  superfluous,  but 
destructive  of  the  happiness  of  the  people.  The  ex- 
act proportion  which  marriages  bear  with  deaths  is 
strongly  exemplified  in  Holland.  Crome  and  Snss- 
rnilch,  two  statistical  writers,  of  acknowledged  ac- 
curacy, have  estimated  the  avenge  proportion  of 
marriages  to  inhabitants  as  1 to  108,  and  by  the  sarne 
calculation  the  mortality  as  I to  36.  But  in  certain 
Dutch  villages  it  appeared  from  the  registers  that 
the  proportion  of  marriages  was  1 to  64,  a number 
wJiicii  Sussmilch  endeavored  to  account  for  by  the 
various  tr  ades  and  means  of  getting  a livelihood  in 
Holland  ; but  this  extraordinary  deviation  from  the 
me  m proportion  is  more  correctly  solved  by  the 
8 irae  register,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  mor- 
tality was  1 lo  22  instead  of  being  in  the  usual  pro- 
portion of  1 in  36.  This  increased  number  of  mar- 
riages, therefore,  produced  no  increase  of  popula 
tion,  being  occasioned  merely  by  the  vacancies  which 
death  h d created  in  employments,  wh-^reby  a family 
raiglit  be  supported.  A further  illustration  of  the 
subject  will  be  found  upon  recollecting  the  contrast 
exhibited  in  the  state  of  Norway.  In  that  country 
the  mortality  was  stated  to  be  1 in  48,  and  the  mar- 
riages only  1 in  130.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  an 
exact  relative  proportion  is  maintained. 

[to  be  continued. j 


British  Statistics. 


Debt  of  payable  in  Great  Dritcin. 

Consolidated  annuities,  3 per 

cent.  30.238,875  00  00 

lleduced  annuities,  ^percent.  16,028,750  Ou  00 

Consolidated  annuities,  4 per 

cent,  3,254,375  0.)  00 

Ditto  do.  5 per  cent.  572,000  '00  00 


Total  Irish  debt  payable  in 

G.  B.  50,094,000  00  00 


Debt  of  Emperor  of  Getimant,  payable  in  Great 
Britain. 

.Consolidated  annuities,  3 per 

cent.  7,502,633  6 8 


Total  funded  debt  of  O.  B.  735,611,762  8 11 1 


Debt  of  In  ELAND  payable  in  Dublin. 

^ per  cent,  per  annum  6,630,962  17  1 

4 per  cent.  227,600  0 0 

5 per  cent.  12,875,450  11  3 


Total  Irish  debt^  payable  in 
Dublin  19,783,023  8 4 


Total  funded  debt  of  G.  B.  and 
Ireland,  January  1,  1809,  755,395,775  17  3| 

Unfunded  debt  of  Great  Britain  ami  Ireland. 
Exchequer  bills,  £^40,093,200 

Treasury  bills,  1,302,817 

Army,  barracks,  ordnance, navy, 
civil  list  advances  9,470,311  19  4^ 

Total  Irish  debt  57(i,747  6 0 


NATIONAL  DEBT — EXPENDITURE — ^TAXATION 
JVdtional  Debt. 

When  queen  Anne  came  to  the  throne 

in  1701,  the  debt  was  £^16, 394, 702 

When  George  I,  came  to  the  throne  in 

1714  54,145,362 

When  George  II.  came  to  the  throne  in 
1727  52,092,235 

Wnen  George  III.  came  to  the  throne  in 

1760  146,632,844 

At  the  close  of  the  American  war  the 
debt  was  ( 1784)  257,213,043 

At  the  close  of  the  war  against  “revo- 
lutionary France”  (1801)  579,91 1,447 

January  5,  1810  811,393,082 

Description  of  debt,  from  papers  laid  before  PaHia 
ment,  in  Februai'y,  1809. 
capitals  at  3 per  cent,  per  annum — 

Bankof  England,  and  annuities 
ere  ited  in  1726,  12,686,800  0 0 

South  sea,  old  and  new  annuities 

^nl751,  25,984,684  13  lU 

Consolidated  annuities  379-757,656  8 8^- 

Reduced  annuities,  148,448,550  5 2 


Total  at  ^ per  cent. 


566,857,691  7 9^ 


Consolidated  annuities  at  4 

PERCENT.  59,116.984  17-  2 


Capitals  at  5 per  cent, 

ConsoUda-eJ  annuities  50,104,095  19  4 

Annuiiies  created  in  1797  and 

^S02,  1,916,346  18  0 


Total  capitals, 


678,015,119  2 3| 


Total  British  debt,  Janua- 
ry, 1809, 


806,832,851  16  10^ 


The  present  amount  of  the  national  debt  is  various- 
ly stated  by  different  writers.  It  is  somexvhere  be- 
tween 830  and  850  millions  of  pounds;  a ^^handful  of 
millions  f to  use  the  appropriate  and  signlfic.»nt  wonls 
of  a member  of  the  house  of  commons,  is  of  no  great 
consequence — one  way  or  the  other. 

As  the  greater  part  of  the  debt  bears  only  three 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  <5^100  of  its  stock  will  pro- 
duce no  more  th  n from  60  to  £65  in  money,  the  Bri- 
tish financial  writers  estimate  its  real  amount  to  be 
•bout  500  millions,  because  (say  they)  it  might  be pur~ 
chased f v that  sum  in  cash. 

The  following  facts  will  explain  to  the  reader  why 
-such  great  quantities  of  stock  have  been  created  at 
such  low  rates  of  interest. 

In  1806,  the  British  government  borrowed  18  mil- 
lions of  money — but  the  stock  created  by  it  was  ex-, 
actly  <£29,880,00’’;  thus — they  gave  £7  stock,  3 per 
cent,  reduced;  £70,  3 percent,  consols. ; and  £10,  5 
per  cent  navy;  making  £150  .stock  for  £100  money; 
besides,  there  was  £2,880,  00  more  stock  created  than 
ike  money  produced,  at  this  rate.  Whether  tiiis  w.kS 
i bonus  to  ill.,  lenders,  we  are  unable  to  say — the  facts 
•ire  as  stated. ' 

Again— in  1808,  £1 0,500,000  were  raised— for  eve- 
ry £100,  the  lenders  agreed  to  take  £118  3s.  6...  in 
the  4 per  cents — making  a stock  of  £l2,4u8,475,  and 
so  bearing  a real  interest  of  nearly  5 per  cent,  besides 
tlie  usual  Jisccitm/5  .ina  premiums. 

Tiie  foregoing  may  serve  to  give  a general  ideaef 
the  nature  of  the  British  funds.  But  we  do  not  pre- 
‘tend  to  understand  the  sunjecr'  minu  ely,  or  com- 
prehend clearly,  the  financial  operations  of  ihis  go- 
vernment They  are  surrounded  by  mystery ; and 
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completely  known  only  to  the  few  who  “gamble”  in 
The  annexed  expla?iation  of  terms  will  assist 
the  reader  to  feel  the  monied  p^dseo^  the  nation,  on 
seeing  the  price  of  slocks  quoted  in  the  newspa- 
ps'rs  : 

BEilCRirTIOJf  or  THE  rCBtlC  FUNDS, 
five  per  cent,  annuities,  produced  from  about 
fifty  millions  of  stock,  partly  formed  out  of  navy  bills, 
convertetl,  in  1784,  into  a stock  bearing  interest  at 
fiA''e  per  cent,  whence  the  name. 

Pour  per  cent,  cunsolidated  annuities,  produced 
from  the  same  quantity  6f  stock  as  the  last,  bearing 
interest  at  four  per  cent,  as  the  title  indicates  ; these 
Hunuities  are  called  consols,  or  consolidated,  from  the 
stock  having  been  formed  by  the  consolidation  of 
sev.-ral  debi«  of  government. 

Tiiree  per  cent,  reduced  annuities,  produced  by 
about  170  millions  of  stock  formed  from  several 
debts,  that  originally  bore  a higher  rate  of  interest, 
but  wiiici),  on  various  conditions,  has  been  reduc- 
ed to  the  rate  which  the  name  of  the  stocks  ex- 
press. 

I'iiree  per  cent,  consolidated  annuities  produced  by 
above  f*>ur  hundred  millions  of  stock,  in  part  formed 
by  the  consolidation  of  several  stocks,  bearing  inte- 
rest at  three  per  cent. 

N.  tJ.  When  the  word  consols,  is  indefinitely  used 
it  is  always  understood  to  mean  these  annuities. 

Three  per  cent,  imperial  annuities,  iiroduced  by 
above  eiglit  millions  of  stock  created  by  loans  to  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  with  the  security  of  the  inte- 
rest being  paid  by  the  government  of  this  country, 
whenever  the  emperor  should  fail  in  his  engagement. 

‘ Five  per  cent.  Irish  annuitieSj  produced  by  about 
two  miiirons  of  stock  formed  by  loans  for  the  use  of 
Ireland,  before  the  union. 

B mk  stock,  Is  a capital  of  nearly  12  millions  with 
whidi  the  company  of  the  bank  lias  accommodated 
p;overnment  with  various  loans,  and  with  which  they 
carry  on  the  banking  business,  purchase  bullion,  &c. 
'i'hs  dividends  on  bank  stock  are  now  ten  per  cent. ; 
so  tiiat  the  profits  of  the  company  are  near  twelve 
hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum. 

liidia  stock,  forms  the  trading  capital  of  the 
East  India  company  ; this  stock  (consisting  of  six 
millions^  produces  an  annual  dividend  of  10^  per 
cenc. 

South  sea  stock  and  annuities  consist  of,  or  are 
produced  from  a capital  of  nearly  twenty  millions. 
The  greatest  part  of  tliis  is  lent  to  gox^ernment,  for 
wiiloh  the  company  receive  three,  percent,  but  from 
tiie  increase  of  other  profits,  the  dividend  to  the  pro- 
prietors is  per  cent. 

The  tevmiiuble  annuities  a??, 

Bank  long  annuities,  so  called  from  the  annu.al 
payment  being  from  their  origin  made  payable  at  the 
bank,  and  from  their  being  granted  for  a greater 
length  of  time,  than  other  terminable  annuities. — «. 
Tiiese  atinuities  extend  to  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1806,  and  t?ie  annual  payments  are  about  eleven  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds. 

Imperial  short  annuities,  formed  in  tlie  same  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  same  conditions,  as  the  imperial 
three  per  cent,  annuities  ; they  extend  to  IMay,  1809. 

Besides  the  permanent  loans  to  government,  which 
have  created  the  perpetual  and  terminable  annuities, 
various  sums  have  been  raised  from  time  to  time,  as 
temporary  loans,  on  what  are  called  exchequer  bills, 
firom  being  made  payable  at  the  treasury  oi  the  ex- 
^jhequer. 

Plxchequer  bills  are  issued  for  different  luindreds 
or  thousand  of  pounds,  and  bear  an  interest  of  3^ 
per  cent,  per  diem,  from  the  day  of  tlieir  date  to  the 
■?iiu:c  when  they  are  advertised  to  be  paid  off. 


' Navy  bills  are  merely  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  at 
90  days  date,  and  are  given  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  for  the  amount  of  .supplies,  for  the  use  of 
that  department,  and  the  interest  upon  those  amount 
to  three  per  cent,  per  diem. 

India  bonds  are  issued  by  the  E ist  India  company, 
and  bear  into:  est  at  5 per  cent,  per  annum. 

Omnium  is  a term  denoting  the  different  stocks 
formed  by  a loan,  while  any  p.u't  of  the  loan  remains 
unpaid.  For  example,  suppose  20  millions  of  mo- 
ney were  to  be  raised,  and  for  every  7100  in  mone}', 
are  to  be  given  7100  stock  in  the  3 per  cents.  750 
stock  in  tlie  4 per  cents,  and  6s.  3d.  per  cent,  in  the 
long  annuities  ; then  if  any  p&rson  engage  to  advance 
/ 10,000  in  money,  upon  paying  the.  first  instalment, 
(for  the  money  is  usually  advanced  at  the  rate  ofabout 
10  per  cent,  per  month,  until  the  whole  is  paid)  he 
will  receive  three  receipts,  which  separately  contain 
an  engagement  to  answer  to  the  person  possessing 
them  710,000  stock  in  the  three  per  cents.  75,00 J 
stock  in  the  four  per  cents,  and  731  10s.- in  the  long 
annuities,  upon  tfie  whole  of  the  instalments  being 
paid,  at  or  before  the  appointed  time — Wliile  these 
three  receipts  are  sold  together,  and  before  tlie 
whole  of  the  instalrnents  have  been  paid  they  are  cal- 
led omnium,  as  they  are  made  up  of  all,  or  of  several 
of  the  stocks. 

Script  is  a term  given  to  each  of  the  receipts  of  the 
omnium,  they  are  sold  separately; — thus,  in  the 
foregoing  supposition,  if  the  receipt  containing  tiie 
engagement  to  transfer  the  710,000  in  the  3 per  cent, 
be  sold  without  the  other  two  receipts,  this  would 
be  called  a sale  of  script.  Immediately  the  whole  of 
the  instalments  upon  any  script  is  paid,  the  transfer 
of  the  slock  is  ma  le  to  tlie  person  who  iiolds  it,  and 
there  is  usually  a discount  allowed  for  any  prompt 
p.ayraent. 

N.B.  When  the  stock  created  by  any  loan  is  form- 
ed in  only  one  sort  of  stock,  there  is,  properly  speak- 
ing, no  omnium;  thougli,  then  by  a misnomer,  the 
script  receipt  is  called  by  that  name. 

The  prices  of  the  slocks^  See.  are  exhibited  in  the 
lists  that  are  published,  in  this  manner  : 

The  value  of  any  perpetual  annuity,  thus  ; 

Three  per  cent,  consols.  63  1-8,  64  3 4,  1 2. 
Signifies  that  the  vrdue  of  710Q  stock  of  these  an- 
nuities sold  on  the  day  this  price  i.<»  given,  for  763 
2s.  6d.  in  money  »t  the  beginning  of  the  market,  that 
this  stock  rose  to  1 64  15s.  ai\d  left  off  at  764  10s,. 

The  value  of  any  terminable  annuity,  thus  : 

Bank  Long-  Annuitie.s,  16  3 8,  16  1-16. 

SignWying  that  any  annual  payment  of  these  annui- 
ties tvas  worth  16  3-8  years  purchase  at  the  beginning 
and  left  ofiT  at  1§  1-16  years  purchase  at  the  end  of 
the  market. 

The  Value  of  either  exchequer  blll-i,  or  India  bonds, 
thus : 

Exchequer  bills,  4 premium,  or  India  bends,  1 
pr.  2 discount. 

Tliis  signifies  that  every  7100  in  exchequer  bills 
bore  a premium  of  2s.  at  the  beginning  wlficli  ad- 
vanced to  4s.  at  the  end  of  that  day  ; ami  that  every 
7100  in  India  bonds,  sold  at  first  at  Is.  premium  and 
afterwards  sold  at  2.Si  discount. 

d'he  value  of  omnium  is  expressed  thus. 

Omnium  3 1-2  prevnium  ; 

And  signifies  ttut  every  7100  of  omnium,  sold  a.|; 
s p:'e.niuin  73  lOs. 

NATIONAL  EXrEXDITURE. 

When  queen  An tui  came  to  the  throne,  1701,  the 
whole  annu-il  expenciiture,  iucludiiig  the  interest 
on  the  national  debi,  w.-is  75,610,987 
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When  George  I.  came  to  the 
tlirone  (1714)  just  after  queen 
Anne  lioi  been  at  wai*  1 1 years  6,653,581  peace. 
When  George  II.  came  to  the 
throne,  1727,  5,441,248  peace. 

When  Geor^-e  III.  came  to  the 

throne,  1760  24,456,940  luar. 

At  the  end  of  the  American  war, 
and  beginning  of  l*iu*s  adminis-  , 
tration’,  1784  21,657,940 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  war  a- 
gainst  “revolutionary  France,” 

1801  61,278,218  ^vur. 

For  the  year  1809  82,027,288  imir. 

1810  83,099,186  -war. 

TAXATIOJT. 

When  queen  Anne  came  to  the"^ 

■ tlirone  in  1701,  the  yearly  a-  C ^4,212,353 
mount  of  taxes  was  j 

When  George  I.  came  to  the 

throne  in  1714  6,762,643 

When  George  II.  came  to  the 
throne,  1727  6,522,540 

Wiien  George  III.  came  to  the 
throne,  1760  8,744,682 

After  the  end  of  the  American 
' war,  1784  13,300,921 

At  the-ciose  of  the  war  against 
“r^vokilionarv  France,”  ISOl,  36,720,071 
E^or  the  year  1809  ^ 70,240,229 

1810  (nett  revenue)  70,235,792 
The  sinking  fund  to  be  noticed  hereafter. 


of  llonaparte;  the  wife  of  the  latter,  it  is  presumed 
has  interfered  on  helulf  of  her  kinswoman,  and 
probably  induced  him  to  hi  ike  some  f.«vorahle  over- 
tures to  the  Sicilian  government,  which,  seeing  an 
end  to  all  hopes  of  rtcovenng  its  continental  do- 
minions, tiirough  the  aid  of  die  British,  tnayeasiiy 
be  supposed  inclined  to  enter  upon  any  arrangement 
calculated  to  secure  the  remains  of  the  inoi»aicii>. 

This  beautiful  island,  once  esteemed  “the  granary 
of  the  world,”  and  still  capable  (»f  tlie  most  lu:;u- 
riani  vegitation,  by  bud  governnrenl  and  a numerons 
and  truly  worthless  and  de?;gv/,  has  been  re- 

duced to  a most  miserable  state — the  peoiple  are  L/,y 
and  vicious,  hivmg  but  little  encouragement  to  l/e 
otherwise,  and  the  state  of  society  is  at  the  lowest 
ebb  of  debasement,  'fiie  number  of  Inliahitams 
are  said  to  be  about  1,500,000 — Palermo  conir.iiis 
120,000. 


Miscellaneous. 

PnussTA. — State  of  the  remnant  of  the  Priissi.in 


Kinordom  of  8ici!y. 

An  unexpected,  but  very  important  cliange,  has 
lately  taken  place  in  the  foreign  policy  of  this  king- 
dom. Sicily  lias  long  been  the  subsidiary  and  ally 
of  Great  Britain,  who,  by  her  fleets  and  armies  have 
undoubtedly  preserved  it  from  the  French;  though, 
pe:-lnps,  with  a view  to  secure  < he  reaZ  sovereignty 
of  the  country  to  themselves,  or  preserve  an  impor- 
tint  depot  for  fUeir  trade  in  the  Levant,  fee.  The 
latter  end  of  July  last  the  queen  issued  a proclama- 
tion ordering  all  the  English  travellers  to  quit  tin 
c ipita!,  Palermo,  w'lthout  delay,  “m  consequence  of 
their  having  inte  fered  too  nixich  'iviih  the  government 
of  the  country'’ — it  tlie  same  time  srveivl  princes 
[Sicily  is  full  of  them]  were  seized  *for  having  con 
spired  against  their  sovereign,  and  for  applying  for 
the  assistance  of  Great  Britain  io  -ruithstund  the  legal 
uuthoriiyP  Tiie  queen  has  declared  she  will  be  in- 
dependent  of  the  E iglish,  and  that  she  will  not  ac 
cept  any  further  pecuniary  aid  from  them.  At  tiiis 
critical  juncture,  lord  Willi  im  Bentinck,  the  British 
minister,  arrived  at  Palermo;  he  was  politely  re- 
ceived, but  speedily  returned  home  on  ascertain- 
ing the  unfriendly  disposition  of  ills  court.  One  re- 
port slated  that  tiie  British  forces  were  wltlidrawn, 
and  that  the  queen  was  left  at  perfect  liberty 
“to  manage  her  own  concerns  in  her  own  way” 
— but  another  account  says,  that  in  a full  assembly 
of  the  cabinet  ministers,  at  which  tlie  prince  regent 
presided,  held  at  London  on  the5tli  October,  it  was 
resolved  immediately  to  seize  on  the  island,  ijnd  dis- 
possess the  ^-legitimate”  auihorilies.  Lord  William 
Bentinck  left  England  shortly  after  to  make  new 
efforts  on  behalf  of  his  goveniirieiit  with  the  Sici 
lian  court. 

The  cliang.e  is  thus  accounted  for — the  queen  of 
Sicily  (who,  though  the  king  Is  living,  appears  to 
direct  all  the  concerns  of  the  government)  is  aunt 
to  the  ernpero"  of  Germany,  v.’ho  is  r.vther-in  law 


monai'chy  in  1809: 

Provinces.  German  sqnare 

Population . 

Liliuunii 

315 

o?'6,578 

Eastern  Prussia 

386 

454,734 

Western  Prussia 

343 

367,067 

Pomerania 

442 

490,106 

Tlie  New  Marclie 

2091- 

265,714 

Elector.alM;,rche,  country  of 
Magdeburg  cn  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  Elbe, 
Silesia 

^416 

708,992 

663 

1,896,359 

djF’The  German  mile  is 

2,779  1-4 
rather  mo'r 

4,559,550 
e than  lour 

miles  English, 

Las  Viseaynas,  or  the  Basque  Girls. 

From  a Picture  of  Madrid,  taken  on  the  spot.  By 
Chuistiaji  Augustus  Fischer.  Translated  from 
the  German. 

La  corta!  la  corla!  To  court!  to  courd  is  the 
device  of  all  t'le  country  girls  in  Biscay,  'fhey  for- 
sake their  native  mountains  in  great  numbers,  and 
hasten  to  the  fine  .and  rnatchle.ss  city  of  Madrid. 
Here  they  >re  sure  of  getting  places,  as  on  account 
of  their  cfleanliness  and  indusiry  they  are  usual! v 
preferre4  to  all  others.  Most  of  tiieni  ariive  in 
spring  a'pd  autumn.  They  commonly  make  the 
journey  yfiii'i  the  muleteer  and  carrier  from  Bilbo.T, 
who  packs  lliem  like  a bale  of  goods,  two  by  two, 
on  a mule.  They  are  also  distinguished  by  ihtir 
long  tresses,  part  i-colored  handkerchiefs  on  their 
heads,  yellow  j ckets,  and  red  slnpe^l  petticoats, 
such  a girl  fi:ris  a pi  .ce  in  a few  days,  and  a few 
weeks  afterwards  she  is  seen  xvalking  abo<it  in  a 
Spanish  cloak,  mantilla  and  a hasquiria,  of  Spanish 
tpper  petticoat,  like  a lady  of  fashion. 

The  Basque  giris  are  handsome;  their  graceful 
shape,  lovely  complexion,  and  capiiviping  vivacity, 
render  them  extremely  attractive.  They  under- 
stand the  art  of  emptying  m-ni’s  pockets,  widiout 
granting  them  any  iiivor ; and  usually  amass  a 
little  capital,  without  having  coinmitled  any  in- 
' discretion.  ' ^ 

Incredible;  ns  it  m.-iy  appeir,  it  is  however  true, 
with  a few  exception*^,  all  a Basque  girl  tlmiks  o^, 
is  to  lay  by  something,  which  liavmg  done,  slie 


ily  hies  b-tck  . to  her  mountains  with  the  litile 
easiire.  There  s!ie  is  sure  of  .finding  a hriUegroom, 


for  whom  she  tweserves  all  a maiden  can 
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Population  of  the  United  States.  _ 

piTWisLed  (in  the  13th  number  of  the  Register)  four  views  of  the  population  of  the  several 
; &tal-es^  of  the  llnifed  Stales,  we  how  proceed  to  give  a comparative,  view  of  the  different  cvujities  of  the 
[ several  states,  by  Uie  enumeration  of  179U,  1800  and  1810. 


^tate  of  Vermont. 


COUNTIES, 

In  179). 

Jn  18UU. 

In  1810. 

Is 

a 

S' 

1 

a 

S’ 

1 

ii.  ri 

K ^ 

Co 

P 1 

O 

s:; 

Addi.son,  , . , . 

Bennington,  . , , . 

CiiL..onden, ' 

Kutland,  .... 
Windsor,  . , , . 

Wmdham,  .... 
Caledonia,  , 

Orleans,  . ... 

Essex,  . , * . . . ' 

Franklm,  • . , . 

Guam)  Isie,  , , . . 

6,412 

12,218 

7:278 

I0,48.l 

15,534 

15,703 

17,635 

none. 

16 

none. 

6,449 

1.2,254 

7 

10,529 

15,565 

15,748 

17,693 

23,541 
26,849 
18,152 
9,361 
21,422 
21,476 
14^451 
23,723 
13,451 
12,732 
j 8,762 

none. 

23,58  ll 
26,944: 
18,228 
9,377. 
in,4.39; 
21,479 
14,617 
23,813 
13,517 
12,778 
8,782 

19,877 

15,848 

18,053 

.2509il 

24,787 

34,732 

26,719 

18,711 

5.811 

3,081 

16,327 

3,431 

7l07ie- 

I 

T 

j 

1 

1 

1 

i 

19,993 
15,895 
18,120’ 
_ .25,247 
29,486 
34,877 
26,760 
18,740 
5,838 
3,087 
16.427 
3,445 

_ Totals,  . , . { 85,268 

16 

85,539 

1153,908 

154,465 

217,163 

} ' 

217,913^ 

j!3ctiJ=8)ami 

jfiljirc. 

Rockingham,  . , , 

Strahurd,  , . . ■ . 

Cheshire,  .... 
Hillsborough,  . , , 

Gr.fton,  . , 

Coos,  ..... 

Totals,  . 

42,778 
23,515 
28  687 
32,694 
13,423 

98 

23 

16 

none. 

21 

43,16'.' 

23,601 

28,772 

32,871 

13,472 

; 45-,u67 
1 32,528 
1 38,713 
! 43,694 
1 23,023 

.hone. 

8 

45,427( 

32,614 

38,825 

43,899 

23,093 

49,665 

41,509 

40,927 

48,920 

28,398 

3,971 

none. 

50,175 

41,595 

40,988 

49,149 

28,462 

3,991 

141,097 

158 

141,885 

182,998 

8 

183.585 

213,390 

214,360 

York, 

Cumberland,  . 
Lincoln,  , 
Hancock,  , 
Washington, 
iCenneheCy 
OXFOHD,  , 
SOMEllSETT,  . 

T OTAES, 


jWassadjusetto— gDfetrtct  of  IHatne. 


notie. 

28,821 

25,450 

29,962 

9,549 

2,785 

37,562 

37,628 

29,975 

16,274' 

4,411 

24,233 

none. 

37,729 

37,913 

30,100 

16,316 

4,436 

24,402 

41,952 

42,465 

42,828 

29,940 

7,834 

32,390 

17,617 

none. 

41,8771 
42,835  ' 

42,992 
30,031 
7,870} 
32,5641 
17,630 
I2,9ld 

96,540 

jl51,0Cl' 

151,719 

227,736 

228,705,1  - 

Suft'oik,  .... 
Essex,  , ■ . . . 

Middlesex, 

Hampshire,  . ..  . . 

•Plymouth,  , , , ^ 

Bristol  . . . , ' 

Barnstable,  . . 

Dukes,  . ... 

NTantucket,  . . 

Worcester,  . . , . :•  . 

Berkshire,  , , . , 

JS'orfoIh,  _ . . 

43,819 
57,033 
42,140 
59, -230 
29,032 
30,980 
16,982 
3,232 
4,510 
56,398 
29,968 

none. 

44,875 

57,913 

42,737 

59,681 

29,535 

31,709 

17,354 

3,265 

4,620 

56,807 

30,291 

26,777 

60,288 

46,458 

71,877 

29,626 

33,072 

19,030 

2,912 

5,289 

6.0,702 

33,391 

26,890 

V* 

none. 

28,015 

61,196 

46,928 

72,432 

3'2,073 

33,880 

19,293 

3,118 

5,617 

61,192 

33,885 

27,210 

32,897 
71,028 
52,435 
75j669 
34,747 
36,248 
21,975 
3-,  134 
6,507 
64.342 
35,754 
30,989 

none. 

34.381 

71^888 

52,789 

76,275 

35,169 

37,168 

22,211 

-3,290 

■di807 

64,910 

35,907 

31,245 

1 Totals,  . . . 

373,324 

378,787 

416,393j 

422,845 

465,303 

472,040 

\ Total  in  Massachusetts, 

175,32/ 

573,746 

700,745 

, u inc  iuiuis  unu  me  amuuni.  ci  jree  ivnue  mates,  uie  staves 

ed,  shews  the  number  of  those  denominated  *^an  other  free  persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed,”  meaning 
free  people  of  color.  To  shew  the  whole  progress  of  this  people,  as  well  as  tlie  increase  or  decrease  of 
alaves,  two  distinct  and  comprehensive  tables  will  be  added.  Since  tlie  census  of  1790  ma.ny  new  coun- 
ties have  been  formed  in  several  of  the  states—- unable  to  ascertain,  clearly,  of  what  older  counties  they 
^900^  calculations,  we  have  nevertheless  distinguished  those  formed  between  179u 
and  1800  by  mserting  theca  ifo/ic,-  - and  those  esUhlislred  hgtYcelv  18Q9  aTtg~l'31Q~tn’'T^niting 
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Et)o&c=fs(anD 


COUNTIES. 

In  1790  : 

In  IsTo  ' 

Free 

whites 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Os 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Free 

whiles 

Slaves,  j 

Total. 

Newjjort 

13,120 

366 

14,30?' 

13,758 

185 

14.845 

15,546 

44 

16,294}. 

Providence  .... 

23,521 

82 

24,391 

24,878 

5 

25,854 

29  493 

13 

30.769 

.Washington 

; 16,364 

339 

18,075 

15,122 

124 

16,135 

14,085 

10 

14,963 

Bristol  ..... 

3,021 

98 

3,211 

3,610 

48 

3,801 

9.^76 

37 

5,072 

Kent  . . , . 

8,434 

63 

8,848 

8,060 

20 

8,487 

8,848 

4 

9,834 

^ Totals  . ... 

64,470 

948 

68,82i| 

65,438 

380 

69,122 

73,214 

108!  76,931 

Connecmut. 


H:u’tford 
>Tew  Haven 
Xew-London 
Fairfield 
Windham  . 
Litchfield 
Middlesex 
Tolland 

Totals 


Richmond  . . 

King’s  .... 
Qa>en*3 

Suffolk  . , , 

city  and  county 
West  Chester 
Duchess  . 

Orange  ... 
Ulster  . . ' " < 

Columbia  ... 
Albany  . . . . . 

Montgomery 
Washington  . 

Ontario  . . . j. 

Rockland 

Clinton  and  > 

Essex  S’’’ 

Rensellaer 

Saratoffa  , . 

Otae^Of  ... 

Delaviafe  . r . 

Green 

Tioga  , , i 
Steuben  . 

Caifitga  ' . j„. 

Onmdago  ‘ . 

Ilerklmer  . i . 

Onhida  , • j • 

Chenango,  . . j . , 

Schoharie  . . • 

SuLitTAir  , . . . 

FiiAisrxLiic  ^ . 

Jeefersom  ■ . . 

St.  LAWKEtrcE  . . . 

Lewis  , ‘ j, 

Maiiisow  . . • . , 

COUTLAITD  . 

Broome  . . , 

Sejteca  . . . - . 

Allegany  . 

Gennessee  ... 

Niagara  . . . 

Schenectady  ; 

Totals  . ^ 


2,94i) 

3,01? 

12,89? 

14,216 

29,661 

22,22? 

42.97Q 

1?,325 

26,324 

26.054' 

71.642 

28,219 

13,992 

1,052 

1,582 


BetD»goclt. 


^ , 

.7,336 

• 263 

38,028, 

41, '337 

67 

42,147 

43,806 

17 

- • • 

30,172 

433 

30,830| 

31,276 

236 

32,162 

36,263 

52 

* , 

31,885 

586 

33,2G0; 

33,443 

209 

34,888 

33,151 

77 

35,126 

797 

36,25.0 

36,975 

276 

38,208 

39,682 

S3 

* , 

28,597 

184 

28,9211 

27,553 

35 

28,222 

27,988 

21 

38,199 

233 

38,755| 

40,511 

47 

41,214 

40,606 

4 

18,494 

221 

18,855, 

■19,551 

72 

19,874 

20,353 

57 

r 

11,955 

47 

13,106^ 

14,107 

9 

14,419 

13,529 

233,374 

33764 

‘2,37.946' 

244.721 

951 

251,002 

255.179 

310 

44,733 
o7, 064 
34,707 
40,950 
28,611 
41,575 
20,723 
13,779 


10  261,949 


759 

1,432 

2,3Q9 

1,098 

2,369 

1,419 

1,85.6 

966 

2.906 

1,6? 

3.924 

589 

47 

,11 


3,835; 
4,495 
16,014 
16  44-0 
33,131 
24,003 
45.266 
18,492 
29,397 
27,732 
75,736 
28,848 
14,042 
1,075 


17  1,614 


3.8'05 
3 920 
13,9:34 
17,562 
54.122 
25,687 
42,695 
25,997 
19,669. 
23,361 
31,882 
21.226 
35, .375 

15.052 
5,734 

[8,394 

29,439 

22.052 
21,544 
10,182 

' 12,005 
6,839 
1,766 
15,779 
7,377 
14,410 
21,924 
15,610 
9,443 


314,142  n,324<:340,r 


675' 

1,479 

1,528 

886 

2,868 

•1,259 

1,609 

1,145 

2,257 

1.471 

1,'808 

466 

80 

57 
551 

58 

890 
358 
48 
16 
520 
17 
22 
53 
11 
61 
■ 50 

: 16 
354 


4,563 

6,740 

16,893 

19,464 

60,489 

27,428 

45.235 

27.676 

22,272 

35,32$ 

34,043 

21,700 

35,573 

15,218 

6,353 

8,514] 

30,442 

24,483 

21,636 

10,228 

12,584 

6,889 

1,788 

1.5,871 

7,406 

14,479 

22,047 

15,666 

9,808 


,12Qii558,610  20,^3  586,050^91 8,870  15,017  959,2 


4,630 

5,450 

16,173 

19,329 

86.550 

28,342 

49,048 

32,454 

24,073 

30,661 

33,023 

4-0,037 

41,159 

41,528 

7,150 

7,941 

9,474 

35,197 

32,475 

38.595 
20,171 
18.798 

7,799 

7,130 

29,681 

25,823 

21,905 

33,581 

21,615 

18,394 

6,054 

2,714 

15,100 

7,863 

6,404 

•24,932 

8,866 

8,07? 

16,464 

1,921 

12,563 

8,932 

9.595 


. 43? 
1,118 
809 
413 
1,686 
982 
1,26$ 
966 
1,437 
879 
772 
712 

315 
212 

316 
29 

TWne. 

750 

107 

74 
55 

367 

61 

87 

75 
50 
64 
81 
13 

316 

4. 

3 

none. 

5 

4 
35 

7ione. 

' 23 
101 
21 
11 
8 

318 


5,347 
8,305 
19  836 
21,113 
96,373 
30,272 
51,434 
34,347 
26,576 
32,396 
34,661 
41,214 
44,289 
42,032 
7,758 
8,002 
9,477 
36,309 
33,147 
38,802 
20,303 
19,536 
7,899 
7,246 
29,843 
25,987 
22,046 
33,792 
21,704 
18,945 
6,108 
2.717 
15,1401 
7;88; 
6,43: 
25,14^ 
8,S^{ 
8,13( 
16,60< 
l,94i 
12,5  Si 
8,97; 
10,201 
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COUNTIES. 

In  1790.  , 

In  I8u0. 

1 1810.. 

a ^ 

05 

S’ 

Total. 

Free 
■:uhi  tes 

i 

Slaves  j 

Total. 

Free 

■whites 

R 

Total. 

1 

titi  Oder  ton  .... 

18.661 

1,301 

20,153 

19,521 

1,220 

21,261 

24,097 

, 1,229 

25,981 

Sussex  . . . , 

18,996 

439 

19,500 

21,918 

514 

22,534 

24,802 

478 

25,459 

Rurlington 

17,270 

227 

18  095 

20,563 

188 

21,521 

22,747 

1,119 

24.555 

Essex  .... 

16,454 

1,171 

17,785 

i 20,550 

l,52r 

22,269 

23,940 

93 

24.979 

Monmouth 

14,969 

1,596 

16,918 

1 17,771 

1,633 

19,875 

20,014 

1,504 

22,15' 

Morris  .... 

15,532 

636 

16,216 

! 16,875 

775 

17,75(- 

20,778 

856' 

' 21,828 

Vi.dilesex  ... 

14,49b 

1,318 

15,956 

• 16,063 

1,564 

17,890 

- 1.8,418 

1,298 

20,381 

Gloucesiei*  .... 

12,830 

191 

13,363 

j 15,408 

61 

16,115 

18,784 

74 

' 19,744 

liergen  .... 

10,108 

2,301 

12.601 

12,129 

2,825 

15,156 

12.444 

1,968.  14,778 

Somerset  . . . . 

10,339 

1,810, 

12,296 

10,777 

1,863 

12,8151 

11,694^ 

29  12,761 

.Salem  .... 

9,891 

172 

10,473 

10,679 

85 

11,371! 

13,673 

2,180 

16,603 

Cumberland  ..... 

7,990 

120 

8,248 

9,182 

75 

9,529 

12,081 

42 

12,670 

Cape  May  , . . .. 

2,416 

141 

2,571 

2,888 

98 

3,066 

3,440 

81 

3,632 

1 Totals  . . . . j 

149,956 

1 1 ,423 

184.139 

194,325 

12,422 

211,149 

226,868 

10,851 

245,562 

^ennspibrmta. 


2 CCity  and  suburb.s,"*' 

40.442 

273 

42,52'j 

36,955 

55 

41,220. 

47,368 

2 

53,722 

^ < The  .remHinder  7 ■ 

a,  ^of  the  county*  S " 

• 

11,460 

114 

11,871 

37,174 

30 

39,789 

53,320 

57,488 

Montgomery 

22,375 

114 

22,929 

23,590 

33 

24, 15'  1 

29,029 

5 

29.703 

Bucks  . . . 

24,559 

261 

25,401 

26.827 

59 

27,496 

31,377 

11 

32,371 

Delaware 

9,144 

50 

9,483 

12,157 

7 

12,809 

13,912 

14,734 

Chester  . . . 

. 

27,249 

145 

27,937 

30,902 

46 

32,093 

•37,775 

• 7 

39.596| 

L.mcaster  . 

35,254 

348 

36,147 

42,439 

178 

4.3,403 

52,326 

44 

53  927i 

Berks  . . . ' - 

29,913 

65 

30,179 

32,223 

19 

32,407 

42  618 

4 

43.146 

38,1451 

Northampton  . . 

24,094 

23 

24,250 

29,813 

8 

30,062 

■37,956 

Luzerne 

4.880 

11 

4,904 

12,743 

18 

12,839 

18,010 

18.1091 

Diuphin  . . 

17,908 

212 

18,177 

22,011 

93 

22,273 

31,604 

26 

31,885| 

Northumberland 

. 

16,963 

89 

17,161 

27,684 

29 

27,797 

36,130 

3 

36.327 

MifHin 

7,461 

59 

7,562 

12,016 

9 

12,132j 

and  Centre 

13,460 

23 

13,609 

Fentre 

10,566 

1 

10,681 

Huntingdon 

. 

■ 7,498 

43 

7,565 

12,876 

32 

13,008 

14,668 

14,778; 

Cumberland 

17,814 

223 

18,243 

24,829 

228 

25,386 

26,185 

307 

26.757 

Bedford 

. 

- 13,044 

46 

13,124 

12,01Q 

5 

12,039 

15,625 

1 

15,746 

Franklin 

15,052 

330 

15,655 

18,793 

181 

19,638 

22,072 

87 

23,083 

York  . . . . 

. 

36,41 1 

499 

37,747 

25,214 

77. 

25,643 

31,329 

22 

31,958] 

Westmoreland 

15,851 

128 

16,018 

22,505 

136 

22  726 

26,137 

20 

26,392’ 

.\llegrin3'’ 

, 

10,141 

. 1.59 

10,309 

14,752 

7i 

15,087 

24,879 

24 

2.5,317 

Washington 

23,050 

263 

23,866 

27,874 

8^1 

28,298 

35,673 

• 36 

36,289 

Fayette  . 

12,995 

282 

13,325 

19,740 

92 

20,1^59 

24,066 

58 

24,714 

rVayne  . » 

2,507 

1 

27562 

4,078 

3 

4,125 ; 

.Adams  .... 

. 

12,869 

114 

13,172 

14,743 

71 

1.5,152 

Armstrong  . 

1 

1 

2,398 

1 

2.999 

4,139 

6,143 

Beaver  .... 

• 'I 

5,736 

4 

5,776 

12,085 

8 

12,168 

Butler 

, -■  \ 

i ' ^ 

3,913 

1 

3,916 

7,336 

7,346 

Crawford 

I 

t' 

2,336 

5 

2,346 

6,156 

2 

6,178 

Green 

i 

8,525 

.22 

8,605 

12,462 

10 

12,544 

Lycoming 

1 

1 

i 

5,112 

39 

5,414 

10,940 

• ' .2 

11,006 

Mercer  . . 

! 

3,215 

5 

3,228 

8,2o0 

3 

8,277 

Somerset  . ; . 

10,162 

10,188 

11,270 

11,284 

Venango  . . - . 

}■•  • ■ ■; 

1,124 

. 1,130 

3,054 

3,060 

IVarren  . . 

. ■ 

i 

230 

1 

'230 

3,827 

3,827 

Eric  . . 

1 

i 

1 1,449 

2 

1,468 

3,710 

18 

3,7 .58 

Cajvibuia 

i 

j 

i 

i 

i 

I 

2.,  068 

6 

2,117 

Inhtaxa 

J 

1 

I 

6,200 

6,214 

ClEAUFIELT)  . . 

V 

1 

1 

840 

875 

.lEFFKTlSOir 

1 

f 

1 

160 

161 

Tioca  ... 

1 

1,687 

1,687 

POTTEH 

1 

1 

1 

i 

■ 28 

29 

M‘Ki.an 

] 

1 

1 

141 

, 1 

142 

Totat.s  ■; 

424.099 

5,737 

3434,37c: 

:|j586,09: 

l,7()f 

; 602,355 

J786,S03 

1;  - 797 

8 10,09 1| 

Note — see  note  in  psj 
note,  see  the  !l 


; 26 i.  Counties  fornn 
d of  next  page. 
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"Tills  comparative  View  has  cost  much  more  labor 
than  we  apprehended;  arising,  in  p;u-t,  from  he  irre- 
gularity of  the  several  oflieitd  lists  in  respect  to  dis- 
tricts. The  census  oi  1790,  gives  us  the  city  aud  su- 
burbs of  I’hiladelpliia  in  the  aggregate — toe  ewume- 
raiions  of  1800  and  1810  make  an  absolute  distinc- 
tion between  the  city  and  the  suburbs^W\^  latter  ot 
whicii  is  included  in  the  county  aggregate.  Tliere- 
Ibi'e  the  above  statement  gives  the  population  of  the 
city  and  suburbs  in  1790  and  thg  remainder  of  the 
county  in  that  year — but  for  1800  and  1810  shews  th^ 
city  and  the  countyy  separate  and  distinct;  the  suburbs 
of  Philadelphia  contain  the  greater  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  county.  When  we  give  a list  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  chief  cities  and  town.s  of  the  United 
Sialcs  this  matter  shall  be  fully  explained. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

December  9. — Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to 
wiiom  was  referred  certain  parts  of  the  president’s 
message,  reported  four  bills,  viz.  a bill  completing 
tiie  existing  military  establishment ; a bill  to  raise! 
for  a limited  time  an  additional  military  force  ; a bill 
providing  for  the  purchase  of  certain  munitions  of 
war  ; and  a bill  for  the  establishment  of  a quiii-ter- 
master’s  department ; which  were  severally  read  a 
first  time  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

December  lO—The  bill  for  completing  the  existing 
mllitaiy  establishment ; the  bill  to  raise  for  a limited 
time  an  additional  military  force  ; the  bill  appropri- 
ating a sum  of  money  for  procuring  munitions  of^ 
war  ; and  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  .a  quarter- 
luaslei’s  department,  were  read  a second  time,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  were  made  the  order  of  the 
diy  for  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Bayard  from  t!ie  coimluttee  of  conference  onj 
tile  apportionment  bill,  submitted  the  following 

IIepukt — That  t^ie  committee  had  held  a confer- 
ence with  the  managers  appointed  in  behalf  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  and  that  the  joint  commit- 
tee of  the  two  houses,  upon  the  close  of  the  confer- 
ence, finally  separated  without  coming  to  any  agree- 
ment that  the  committee  heard  nothing  on  the 
conference  sufficient  to  indnee  tliem  to  depart  from 
the  amendments  made  by  the  senate  to  the  bill  from 
the  house  of  representaUn^S  : They  therefore  re- 

commend it  to  the  senate  to  adljere  to  the  said 
amendment. 

December  11. — The  senate  then  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  managers  of  the  con- 
ference upon  the  subject  of  the  bill  entitled  “an  act 
far  the  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the 
several  states  according  to  the  third  enumeration,” 
and  it  was  determined,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard, 
that  the  senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to  said 
bill — yeas  18 — nays  16. 

Yeas— -Messrs.  Buyard,  Bradly,  Cntts,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md. 
Smith  of  N.  Y.  and  Varnum — 18. 

Nayvs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Oiiio,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Condit,  Crawford,  Fraiik- 
jm,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Lambert,'.  Fope,  Tail,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Worthington — 16. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  6.- — Mr.  Lewis  preseii,c*.l  a petition  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancastrian  Socie- 
ty, in  the  district  of  Columbia,  praying  an  act  of 
incorporation  ; which  was  referred  to  the  district 


Mr.  SmtHt  presented  a memorial  from  the  Union 
Canal  Company  of  l*v'‘Mns4viiTiia,  pra)  ing  the  ai<i-  of 
the  gijVernment  in  accompVisiiing  tlie  works  in  u hicli 
they  were  engaged  ,-  winch  w.^s  read  andrefetred  to 
a select  comrriittee. 

Foreign  Relations — T!te  Itouse  resolved  itself  into 
a committe  of  tlv.:  whole,  Mr.  Macon  in  the  -cRnir, 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  rcl.ilions 
made  so.iTiedays  ago. 

The  report  having  beer,  re.v’ — 

Mr.  Porter  said  that  th.e  huu.-ie  were  probably  ex- 
pecting from  t!is  committee  on  foreign  rehatioiis 
some  explanations  of  their  views  in  reporting  the 
re.solutions  now  under  consideration,  in  addiiton  to 
the  general  exposition  of  them  coniuinefl  in  tlie  re- 
port itself.  The  committee  themselves  felt  that 
such  expl  uiatioiis  were  due,  insomuch  as  they  Ind 
only  rejiorted  in  part,  and  hrid  intimated  their  inten- 
tion to  follow  up  these  resolutions,  should  they  be 
adopted,  by  the  recommendation  of  ulterior  mea- 
sures. 

The  committee,  Mr.  P.  said,  afusr  examining  the 
v.arious  documents  accomp mving  the  president’s 
message  were  satisfied,  as  he  presumed  every  mem- 
ber of  the  house  was,  that  all  hopes  of  accommodul- 
ing  our  differences  with  Great  Britain  by  negociation 
must  be  abandoned.  "When  liiey  looked  at  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  two  governments  ; when 
they  observed  the  miserable  shifts  and  evasions  (for 
they  were  ent  itled  to  no  better  appellation)  to  which 
Gieat  Britain  resorted  to  excuse  the  viobitions  cf 
our  maritime  riglits,  it  was  impossible  not  to  per- 
ceive tb.at  lier«conduct  towards  us  was  not  regulated 
even  by  her  own  sense  of  justice,  but  solely  by  a re- 
gard to  the  probable  cxte.nl  of  our  forbearance.  'Fire 
last  six  years  has  been  marked  by  a series  of  progres- 
sive encroTcbmeiUs  on  our  rights  ; and  the  princi- 
ples by  whicli  she  publicly  uplicld  her  aggressions, 
were  as  mutable  as  her  conduct.  We  had  seen  iicr 
one  year  advancing  doctrines,  wiiich  the  year  before, 
she  had  reprobated.  We  had  seen  her  one  day  cap- 
turing  our  vessels  under  pretexts,  whicii  on  the  ju*  ■- 
ceding  day  she  would  have  been  ashamed  Or  afi-uid 
to  avow.  Indeed,  said  Mr.  P.  she  seems  to  have 
been  constantly  and  carefully  feeling  our  pulse,  to 
ascertain  what  poi lions  we  would  bear;  :uui  if  vre 
go  on  submitting  to  one  indignity  uf^cr  another,  it 
will  not  be  long  before  we  sliall  see  IJritisit  subject.-, 
not  oyily  taking  our  projverty  in  our  harbors,  but 
trampling  on  our  persons  m the  streets  of  otir 
cities. 

Having  become  convinced  that  all  hopes  froi  v 
furtlier  negociation  were  idie,  the  committee,  Mr.  P. 
said,  were  led  to  the  con.sideration  of  anot!i-?r  que."'- 
tion,  which  was — whether  the  muriiime  riglits  which 
Great  Britain  is  violating  were  such  as  we  ougiit  to 
support  at  the  hazard  and  the  exp'.»nce  of  a war?  And 
he  believed  it  was  correct  in  sUiticig  that  the  corr.- 
mittee  was  unanimously  of  t!ie  opinion  tint  tliey 
were.  The  committee  thougiit  tint  the  orders  i>. 
council  so  far  as  ll\ey  go  to  inten  upt  mir  direct  trade, 
that  is,  the  carrying  the  produciion.s  of  tliis  country 
to  a market  in  the  ports  of  friendly  nations,  - nd 
returning  with  tlie  proceeds  of  tlicm — on.glu  to  be 
resisted  by  war.  How  far  we  ought  to  go  in  suppc'.i  t 
of  wiiut  is  commonly  called  the  Civnjiug  trade,  a! 
liiough  the  question  was  agitated  in  t!ie 
no  derinitire  opinivin  was  expressed.  It  w.is  n.  " 
deemed  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  expre.‘;.s  swell  a. 
opinion,  inasmucli  as  the  injury  we  susiam  !)y  d- ' 
iniiibition  of  this  trade  is  merged  in  llu  greater  on  ,* 
to  our  direct  ti-adc. 


The  orders  in  council,  Mr.  P. 


\vtlic‘ 


llicre  no'.v  to  Lvc  no  prospect  of  a .snee  ly 
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peal,  certainly  none  during-  the  continuance  of  the  noi  ih.  Those  provinces  were  not  only  immensely 
present  war,  authorised  the  capture  of  buj-  vessels, valuable  in  themselves,  but  almost  indispensable  to- 
bound  to  .iiul  from  ports  where  British  commerce  is  the  existence  of  Great  Britain,  cut  off  as  she  now 


not  favorably  received  ; and  as  that  nation  is  at  -war 
with  mpst  ot  the  civilized  world,  the  effect  vvas,  (as 
fie  understood)  iVom  Uiose  who  liad  much  better  in- 
formation on  tjie  subject  than  he  could  pretend  to, 
to  cut  up,  at  once,  abou;  thr.-'e-fourths  of  our  best  and 
most  profitable  commerce.  It  was  impossible  that 
the  mercantile  or  .igricultural  interests  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  on  the  question  of  a right  to  the 
direct  trade  could  never  be  separated,  could  submit 
to  .■^u■ch  impositions.  It  was  his  opinion  that  going 
upon  the  ground  of  a mere  pecuniary  calculation,  a 
cal  ulation  of  profit  and  loss,  it  would  be  for  our  in- 
terest to  go  to  war  to  remove  the  orders  in  council, 
father  ihaia  to  submit  to  them,  even  during  the  term 
of  tlieir  probaWe  continuance. 

Bat  there  was  .another  point  of  view  in  which  the 
subject  presented  itself  to  the  committee,  and  that 
Was  as  regarded  the  character  of  the  country.  We 
Were  a young  n ition,  and  he  hoped  we  cherished  a 
little  pride  and  spirit,  as  well  as  a great  deal  of  jus 
tice  and  moderation  Our  situation  was  not  unlik< 
that  of  a young  man  just  entering  into  life,  and  who, 
if  he  tamely  submitted  to  one  cool,  deliberate,  inten 
tional  indignity,  might  safely  calculate  to  be  kicked 
and  cufled  for  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  his  life  ; 
or,  if  lie  siiould  af  erwards  undertake  to  retrieve  his 
character  must  do  it  at  ten  times  llte  expence  which 
it  would  have  cost  him  at  first  to  support  it.  We 
shoal.)  clearly  understand  and  define  those  rights 
wiiich  as  a nation  we  ought  to  support,  and  we 
should  support  them  at  every  hazai'd.  If  there  b 
any  such  thing  as  rights  between  nations,  surely  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  occupying  the  half  of  a 
continent,  have  a right  to  navigate  the  seaS,  withoui 
being  molestea  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  island 
of  Great  Britain 

It  was  under  these  viev/s  of  the  subject  that  the 
committee  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  in  opposition  to  the  or 
ders  in  council.  But  as  to  the  extent  of  the  war  and 
the  time  when  it  should  be  commenced,  there  would 
of  course  be  some  diversity  of  sentiment  in  the  house 
as  there  vv.is,  at  first,  in  the  committee. 

That  we  can  contend  with  Great  Britain  openly 
and  even  handed  on  the  element  where  she  injures 
us,  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend.  Were  it  even  in 
our  power  to  build  a navy  which  should  be  able  to 
cope  with  hers,  no  man  wlio  has  any  regard  for  the 
happiness  of  the  people  of  this  country,  would  ven 
lure  to  advise  such  a measure.  All  the  fame  and 
glory  which  the  British  navy  lias  acquired  at  sea, 
have  been  dearly  paid  for  in  the  sufferii^s  and  mise 
ry  of  that  ill-fated  people  at  home — sufferings  occa 
sioned  in  a great  measure  by  the  expence  of  that 
stupendous  establishment.  But  without  such 
navy,  the  United  States  could  make  a serious  im 
pression  upon  Great  Britain,  even  at  sea  We  could 
have,  within  six  months  after  a declaration  of  war, 
hundreds  of  privateers  in  every  part  of  the  ocean 
We  could  harrass,  if  not  destroy,  the  vast  and  pro 
Stable  commerce  which  she  is  constantly  carry 
ing  on  to  every  part  of  this  continent.  We  could 
destroy  her  fisheries  to  the  north  ; we  could  depre 
date  upon  lier  commerce  to  the  West  India  islands 
which  is  passing  by  our  doors ; we  could  annoy  her 
trade  along  tiie  coast  of  South  America  : we  could 
even  carry  the  v/ar  to  her  own  shores  in  Europe.— 
But,  Mr.  P.  said,  there  w^as  another  point  where  we 
could  attack  her,  and  where  she  would  feel  our  pow- 
er still  more  sensibly.  We  could  deprive  her  of  her 
extensive  provinces  lying  along  our  borders  to  the 


13  m a great  measures  from  the  north  of  Europe.  He 
had  Leen  credibly  informed  that  the  exports  from 
Quebec  alone  amounted  during  the  last  year,  to  near 
six  millions  of  dollars — and  most  of  these  too  in  ar- 
ticles of  the  first  necessity— in  ship  timber  and  in 
provisions  for  the  support  of  her  fleets  and  armies. 

By  carrying  on  such  a war  as  he  had  described,  at 
the  public  expence,  on  land,  and  by  individual  enter- 
prise at  sea,  we  should  be  able  in  a short  lime  to 
emunerate  ourselves  tenfold  for  all  the  spoliations 
she  had  committed  on  our  commerce. 

It  was  with  a view  to  make  preparation  for  such 
war,  that  the  committee  had  offered  the  resolutions 
on  the  table.  Whether  the  means  recommended 
were  adequate  to  the  object,  or  whether  they  were 
best  adapted  to  the  end,  it  would  be  for  the  house, 
when  they  came  to  discuss  them  separately,  to  de-  ‘ 
termine.  For  himself,  Mr.  P said,  and  he  presumed 
such  were  the  feelings  of  all  the  members  of  the 
committee,  he  should  have  no  objections  to  any  mo- 
difications of  them  which  might  be  agreeable  to  the 
house,  so  that  the  great  object  was  still  retained.  If 
these  resolutions,  or  any  other  similar  to  them  in 
ibject,  should  pass ; it  was  then  the  intention  of  the 
committee,  as  soon  as  the  forces  contemplated  to  be 
raised  should  be  in  any  tolerable  state  of  preparation, 
io  recommend  the  employment  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  shall  have  been  raised,  unless 
Great  Britain  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  have  done  us 
justice.  In  short,  it  was  the  determination  of  the 
committee  to  recommend  open  and  decided  war— n. 
war  as  vigorous  and  effective  as  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  the  relative  situation  of  ourselves  and 
our  enemy  would  enable  us  to  prosecute. 

Tire  committee,  Mr.  P.  said,  have  not  recommend- 
ed this  course  of  measures  without  a full  sense  of 
(he  high  responsibility  which  they  have  taken  upon 
themselves.  They  are  aware  that  war,  even  in  its 
oest  and  fairest  form,  is  an  evil  deeply  to  be  depre- 
cated ; But  it  is  sometimes,  and  on  few  occasions, 
perhaps  more  than  on  this,  a necessary  evil.  For 
nyself,  I confess  I have  approached  the  subject  not 
only  with  diffidence  but  vvith  awe  : But  1 will  never 
shrink  from  my  duty  because  it  is  arduous  or  un- 
pleasant, and  I pan  most  religiously  declare  that  1 
never  acted  under  stronger  or  clearer  convictions  of 
duty  than  I do  now  in  recommending  these  prepara- 
tory measures ; or,  than  1 shall  ultimately  in  recom- 
mending war,  in  case  Great  Britain  shall  not  have 
t’escinded  her  orders  in  council,  and, made  some  salis-. 
factory  arrangements  in  respect  to  the  impressment 
of  our  seamen.  If  there  should  be  any  gentlemen  in 
the  house  who  w'ere  not  satisfied  that  we  ought  to 
go  to  war  for  our  maritime  rights,  Mr.  P.  earnestly 
entreated  that  they  \vould  hot  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tions. Do  not,  said  he,  let  us  raise  armies,  unless  we 
intend  to  employ  therii.  If  we  do  not  mean  to  sup- 
port tlie  rights  and  honor. of  the  country,  let  us  not 
drain  it  of  its  resources. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  aware  that  there  were  many 
gentlemen  in  the  house  who  were,  dissatisfied  that 
the  committee  had  not  gone  further  and  recom- 
rpended  an  immediate  declaration  of  wai;,  or  the 
adoption  of  some  measures  wliich  would  have  in-, 
stantly  precipitated  us  into  it.  But  he  confessed 
such  was  nowlds  opinion.  He  had  no  idea  of  plung- 
ing ourselves  headlong  into  a war  -vith  a powerful 
nation,  or  even  a respectable  pia-vlnce,  when  we  had 
not  three  regimertts  of  men  to  spare  ibr  that  ser- 
vice. He  hoped  that  we  should  not  be  influenced 
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fty  »h€  bowlings  of  newspapers,  nor  by  a fear  that 
spirit  of  the  twelfth  congress  would  be  question- 
ed, to  abandon  the  plainest  dicutes  of  common 
sense  and  common  discretion.  He  was  sensible 
that  there  were  many  good  men  out  of  congress  as 
well  as  many  of  his  best  friends  in  it,  whose  appe- 
tites were  prepared  for  a loar  feast.  He  was  not  sur 
prised  at  it,  for  he  knew  the  provocatives  had  been 
sufficiently  great.  But  he  hoped  they  would  not 
insist  on  calling  in  the  guests,  at  least  until  the  ta- 
ble should  have  been  spread.  When  this  was  done, 
he  pledged  himsell  in  behalf  of  the  committee  of 
foreign  relalions^  that  tlie  gentlfemen  should  not  be 
disappointed  of  the  entertainment  for  Want  of  bid- 
ding ; and  he  believed  he  might  also  pledge  himself 
for  many  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  that  they 
would  not  be  among  the  last  to  partake  personally 
not  only  in  the  pleasures,  if  any  there  should  be, 
but  in  all  the  dangers  of  tlie  revelry. 

Mr.  P.said  that  this  was  the  time  and  occasion 
on  which,  above  all  others,  within  his  experience, 
we  should  act  in  concei  t.  If  the  ultimate  object  of 
the  great  body  of  this  house  and  of  this  nation  was 
the  same,  ana  so  far  as  he  had  been  ;«ble  to  ascertain 
the  sentiments  of  both,  it  w’as— there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  attaining  it.  But  we  must  yield  some- 
thing lO  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  each  other. — 
Instead  of  indulging  in  party  reflections  and  recri- 
minations in  UiishoH  e,  he  hoped  that  the  whole  of 
the  house  and  of  the  Union  would  form  bu  one  party, 
and  consider  a foreign  nation  as  the  other. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose 
•fexpl  lining  to  the  house  the  opinions  and  views  of 
tlxie  committee  in  relation  to  the  resolutions  now  to 
be  discussed,  and  he  should  be  satisfied  if  he  had 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

-The  quesiion  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution  for 
filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  army,  &c.  and  carried. 

The  second  resolution  for  raising  ten  thousand 
regulars,  being  under  conslderatlo!!, 

Motions  were  made  to  strike  out  “ten”  and  insert 
Jifieen  and  thirty.  Mr.  Alston  w'ished  to  leave  it 
discretionary  with  the  President;  not  exceeding 
50,000 — at  length,  the  word  “ten”  being  stricken 
out,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  0.  R.  Williams,  the 
motions  to  fill  ihc  blank  created  by  striking  out 
“10,000,”  were  withdrawn  ; and 

The  resolution,  thus  varied,  was  agreed  to. 

The  3d,  4th,  and  5 th  resolutions,  authorising  vo- 
lunteers, miUtia,  and  equipment  of  bur  little  navy, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  sixth  resolution,  to  permit  our  merchant  ves- 
sels to  arm,  in  self-defence,  against  all  unlawful 
proceedings  against  them,  being  under  considera- 
tiofi — 

Mr.  M‘Kee  spoke  against  it,  conceiving  it  at  vari- 
ance with  the  system  comprised  in  the  other  resolu- 
tions. He  hud  no  idea  now  of  merely  resisting;  if 
attacked,  he  would  retaliate. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported  the  resolution.  If  we  were 
not  now  in  war,  he  said  he  verily  believed  we  soon 
should  be. 

Mr.  Wright  took  the  same  ground  with  Mr.  M‘- 
Kee,  and  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding 
thereto  words  similar  to  the  following  : “And 

if  attacked  by  any  vessel  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, to  capture  and  bring  them  in  for  adjudica- 
tion.” 

Mr.  Porter,  explained.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment w'ould  make  the  resolution  an  act  of  war, 
which  it  was  not  the  intentioitof  the  committee  to 
declare  in  this  report,  or  to  commence  until  they 
had  prepared  for  it. 

Mr.  Wright’s  motion  was  lest. 


Mr.  M’Kee  said  the  parties  had  joined  issue,  the 
pleadings  were  made  up  ; the  case  was  now  to  b<- 
decided  by  battle  and  not  by  jury.  He  therefore 
desired  to  retain  the  sinews  of  our  strength,  and 
moved  an  amendnrent  contemplating  an  tMBAued 
for  ninety  days  on  vessels  in  our  ports,  &c. 

The  motion  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  resolution. 

The  house  took  up  the  report. 

The  question  was  put  on  thefii-stresotutipn—. 

Mr,  Randolph,  wishing  time,  moved  that  ffje  re* 
port  lie  upon  the  table.  Motion  lost  65  to  50.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  resoja- 
tion,  in  the  following  words  ; 

^/iesolvedy  That  the  military  establishment,  as 
authorised  by  the  existing  laws,  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately completed  by  filling  up  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing  the  enlistment  of  the  troops  ; and  that  to 
encourage  enlistments,  a bounty  in  lands  ought  be 
given  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  bounty  now  allow* 
ed  by  law.” 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  Ques- 
tion : — ‘ 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bacon,  Baker,  P.ard,  Bartlett;  Basset,  Bibb,  Black- 
ledge,  Blecker,  Blount,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clieeves,  Chittenden, 
Clopton,  Cooke,  Condit,  Crawford,  D vi,-,  Dawson, 
Desha,  E.u-Ie,  Ely,  Emott,  Findie^',  Fisk,  Fi^cb, 
r ranklin,  Gholsoti,  Gold,  Goldsboroiigh,  Gnodwyiu 
Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  Key,  King, 
Lacock,  Lefever,  Lewis,  Little,  Livingston, 
Lownaes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M«- 

' M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  M inor, 
Mitchill,  Morgan,  Mosely,  Nelson,  Newbold,  New- 
Paulding,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper, 

I itkin,  Pieasants,  Pond,  Porter,  Quincy,  Reed, 
Riagely,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage, 

Sanimons,Seaver,Seybert,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith, 

J.  Smith,  Stewart,  Stow,  Strong,  Sullivan,  Tag- 
gart, Talimage,  'Faiiman,  Talliaferro,  Tracy,  Troup, 
Turner,  Van  Cortlandt,  White,  WhitehilL  Williams, 
Widgery,  Wilson;  Winn,  Wright — IIT”.  ^ 

Nays  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Davenport,  Jackson,  Law,  Potter,  Randolph,  Stan- 
ford, Sturges,  Wheaton— 12. 

Mr.  G'oldsborough,  after  expressing  his  readiness, 
.should  war  be  once  determined  and  declared  by  the 
administration,  to  go  all  len^hs  to  support  it,  but 
Wishing  further  time  for  reflection  on  so  important 
a subject,  made  a motion  to  adjourn  which  was 
Carried.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

December  7.  Mv.  Pleasants  presented  a remdn- 
.strance  and  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  St. 
Louis,  in  Louisiana  territory,  praying  that  no  altera- 
t on  rhay  be  made  in  their  present  form  of  govern- 
menl.— Re/ei-red. 

Mr.  Riiea  presented  a petition  of  a directly  oppo- 
site tenor  to  the  above  ; tvhich  was  referred  in  tlie 
same  manneft 

Mr.  Condit  presented  a petition  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tonts  of  Sussex  county.  New  Jfrsey,  praying  the 
aid  and  patronage  of  congress  in  the  culture  of  hemp. 
Referred  to  the  conmiittee  of  commerce  and  manu- 
tactures. 

The  house  adjoiuned  at  an  early  hour,  this  being 
the  day  on  which  the  several  committees  generally 
assemble.  ® 

December  9.— Several  petitions  were  presented 
and  resolutions  adopted  of  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  subject  of  post  offices  and  post  roads* 
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The  house  resumed  the  conslueratioft  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  forei.qu  relations. 

The  question  being  on  the  agi-eement  to  the 
secon'l  resolution,  auihorising  the  raising  an  additi- 
onal regular  force, 

]\Ir.  Grundy,  as  a member  of  the  committee, 
staled  his  im{;ress]on  that  this  was  the  vital  part  oi 
the  report ; and  although  lie  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long debate,  invited  those  wljo  were  opposed  to  the 
report  now  to  come  forward  and  state  their  objec- 
tions to  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  took  ihe  fioor,  in  order,  as  he  said? 
to  caH  up  some  member  of  the  committee  in  sup- 
port of  the  report,  as  it  lay  with  them  to  State  the 
specific  object  of  the  force  proposed  to  be  raised. 
Uiitil  this  explanation  slioiild  be  made,  he  said  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  those  opposed  lo  tlie  re- 
port could  combat  it  otherwise  than  on  the  disad- 
vantage ground. 

Mr. Grundy  then  explained  at  som*e  length  his 
views  of  the  subject.  He  considered  the  passage  of 
this  resolution  as  passing  the  Rubicon,  as  pledging 
those  who  supported  it  lo  a war  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, He  called  upon  all  lliose  who  had  a difterent 
object  in  view  to  vote  against  the  resolution  ; for  af- 
ter that  was  passed  it  would  be  too  Intc  to  retreat. 
Mr,  Widgery  next  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report. 
'Mr. Cheeves  followed  next  in  debate,  and  advoca- 
ted the  report  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Randolph  coiTuheticed  some  observations  in 
reply,  and  Mr.  Grundy  rose  to  explain.  Before  Mr 
Randolph  resumed  his  speech, 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Grundy, 
with  a view,  as  it  was  understood,  cf  giving  the  op- 
ponents of  the  report  time  to  prepare  fully  to  rebut 
what  had  been  to  day  advanced  by  its  supporters. 
And  the  liouse  adjourned. 

December  10— rMr.  Mitchili  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  that  part  of  tiie  president’s  message 
which  relates  to  the  Spanish  American  colonies, 
made  the  following  Report  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
tlie  president’s  message,  as  relates  to  the  Spa- 
nisli  American  colonies,  have,  in  obedience  lo  the 
order  of  the  house,  deliberately  considered  the 
subjects  before  them,  and  directed  a report,  in 
part,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  in  the  form  of  a public  declaration,  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  several  of  the  American  Spanish  provin- 
ces, have  represented  to  the  United  States  that  it 
has  been  found  expedient  for  them  to^  associate  and 
form  federal  governments  upon  the  elective  and  re- 
presentative plan,  and  lo  declare  themselves  free  and 
independent — Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represevta- 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  that  they  behold  with  friendly  interest, 
the  establishment  of  independent  sovereignties,  by 
the  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  consequent  upon 
the  actual  state  of  the  monarcliy  to  whicli  they  be- 
longed ; that  as  neighbors,  -and  inhabitants  of  the 
same  hemisphere,  the  United  Slates  feel  great  soli- 
citude for  their  welfare  ; and  that  when  those  pro- 
vinces shall  have  attained  the  condition  of  nations 
by  the  just  exercise  of  their  riglits,  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  will  unite  with  the  execu- 
tive in  establishing  with  them,  as  sovereign  and 
independent  states,  such  amicable  relations  and 
commercial  intercourse,  as  may  require  their  legis- 
lative authority.. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Deevntber,  ISIT. 


HOUSE  OF  nr.PRKSEKTATlTESj'^eC.  b,  ISi  i 

Sir — In  beli.df  of  the  committee  appointed  io  con-' 
siuer  s.  much  of  the  president’s  message  of  the  bih 
November,  as  relates  to  tlie  Spanish  American  pro- 
vinces, I beg  leave  lo  inquire  whether  It  is  kuuwu 
to  our  government,  tliat  any  of  those  provinces 
have  declared  themselves  independent,  or  that  ma- 
terial changes  liave  taken  place  in  their  political  re- 
lations. H. is  not  expected,  however,  that  my  re- 
quest will  be  understood  to  extend  to  those  com- 
munications which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive, 
it  would  be  improper  to  disclose. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
higli  comsideraiion  and  re.spect, 

SA.MUEL  L.  MITCHILL. 
Honorable  James  J\lonroe. 

JVashivgton,  Department  of  State,  Dec.  9th,  1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  ccnt.ain^d  in  your  letter  t>f 
the  5th  instant,  a copy  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence made  by  the  provinces  of  Venezuela.  T'uis 
act  was  communicated  to  this  government,  by  order 
of  the  congress,  composed  of  deputies  from  t!;ose 
provinces  assembled  a'  Caracas.  It  is  not  ascer- 
tained that  any  other  of  the  Spanish  provinces  have, 
as  yet,  entered  into  similar  declarations  ; but  it  is 
known  thai  most,  if  n'ot  all  of  them  on  the  continent, 
are  in  a revolutionary  state.  The  progi  ess  made 
in  that  direction  by  some  of  them  will  best  appear 
in  the  documents  which  have  already  been  commu- 
nicated to  you. 

I have  the  honor,  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
yonr  obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  honorable  Samuel  L.  Mitchili,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations. 

The  2d  resolution  of  the  report  was  still  before  the 
bouse. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  for  about  two  hours  and  a 
half. 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded  in  reply,  but  had  not  gone 
flir  before  he  sat  down,  to  aftbrd  Mr.  R.  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain,  after  which  an  adjournment  was 
moved  and  carried. 

December  11  — Mr-  Dawson  reported  a bill  to  a- 
mend  the  act  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  revolutionary  war  ; 
which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a committee 
of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Newton  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  re- 
funding of  the  duties  paid  on  the  importation  of 
certain  copper  articles — Twdee  read  and  committed. 

r-.Ir.  Randolph  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  subject  of  the  census  bill,  submitted  the  fal- 
lowing 

Report. — That  the  committee  had  held-  a con- 
ference with  the  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  senate.  That  the  following  propositions  were 
submitted  by  the  committed  to  the  managers  o.f  the  . 
senate— 

To  fix  the  ratio  at  34,000 
at  35,000 
at  40,000  ^ 

All  which  being  promptly  rejected  by  the  comrnjt- 
tee  of  the  senate,  your  committee  as  a last  e Hbrt 
at  accommodation,  proposed  36,000  as  the  medium 
between  the  two  numbers  adopted  by  the  two  hou- 
ses respectively  ; which  was  also  rejected,  as  the 
others  had  been,  without  any  discussion  whatever 
on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  the  senate.  No 
I propnsitien  being  submitted,  on  the  ollv  r side,  to 
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your  committee,  th6  conference  was  broken  up,  and  | 
the  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  finally  sepa-  j 
. rat 1 without  coming  to  any  agreement.  I 

The  house  resumed  the  consideratiim  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Johnson  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  sup- 
port of  t!ie  report.  He  was  followed  at  great  length 
by.  Mr.  Wright  on  ihe  same  side. 

Mr.  C.aliioun,  after  stating  his  desire  to  give  his 
support  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ot  which  he 
was  a member,  moved  an  adjournment  on  account  ot 
the  lateness  of  the  liour,  which  wus  carried. 

For  Thursday’s  proct-edings,  .see  hist  page. 


from:  THE  AMERICAN  DAILY  ADVERTISER. 

Pliiladelphia  Society 

FOR  PROMOTlNCr  AGRICULTURE. 

JsTovember  12,  1811. 

OUDERED,  Tiiat  the  following  communication 
be  published  in  such  newspapers  as  are  best  calcu- 
lated to  forward  its  circulation;  and  it  is  hoped  the 
editors  of  such  papers  will  assist  the  society  in  their 
views;  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  giving,  as  inviting 
information,  on  a subject  peculiarly  interesting  ai 
this  time;  when  efforts,  highly  laudable  and  useful, 
tire  making,  to  increase  and  ameilor.ite  our  docks  of 
.sheep,  as  well  as  oilier  domestic  animals,  throughout 
our  cotintry.  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAMES  MEASE,  Sec’ry. 

Belmont,  Oct.  7,  1811. 

Dear  Sir — My  friend,  Dr.  Eush,  having  been  so 
obliging  as  to  communicate  tome  a letter  (to  him) 
from  Dr.  David  Petrikin,  of  Danville,  in  Northum- 
berland county,  in  Pennsylvania,  containing  sorrie  in- 
formation, apparehtly  important,  on  a subject  wliich, 
in  this  country,  is  most  lamentably  neglected — to 
wit — the  diseases  of  domestic  animals,  1 extract  a 
part  of  the  letter  (elated  1st  Sept.  1811)  for  the  in 
formation  of  the  society.  Any  tiling  relative  to  ve- 
terinary subjects  is  desirable,  in  our  present  dearth 
of  information— bdt  this  seems  peculiarly  worthy  ot 
attention — though  I have  before  observed  very 
strong  facts  proving  the  similarity  of  diseases  in 
horses,  cattle  and  other  animals,  with  those  afflict- 
ing the  human  species;  originating  in  like,  or  tlie 
same  causes,  and  requiring  similar  treatment.  Wlie 
ther  the  .symptoms  or  exact  description  of  the  mala- 
vVies  existing  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  place, 
both  in  men  and  the  brute  creation,  are  alike,  I will 
not  determine.  But  I have  repeatedly  observed  di 
seases  appearing  to  me  to  originate  in  the  same  caus- 
es, and  existing  at  the  same  lime  in  the  .same  place, 
in  our  domestic  animals  and  the  human  .species.  No 
doubt  tills  has  been  observed  by  others  more  compe- 
tent to  turn  the  circumstance  to  useful  account. — 
And  it  is  very  desirable  that  those  qualified  in  such 
subjects  should  promulgate  both  facts  and  opinions 
Dr.  Petrikin  has  set  a laudable  example  to  profes 
sional  characters,  who  cannot  employ  their  anatomi  j 
cal  and  medical  talents  to  more  advantage,  than  by! 
exertifig  them  in  enquiries  of  this  nature.  Some  of  j 
the  most  respectable  men  of  their  profession  in  Eu- ' 
rope,  have  deemed  the  subject  honorable  to  them; 
and  have  devoted  tlieir  acquirements  in  the  medical 
art,  as  well  as  all  branches  of  knowledge  connected 
with  it,  to  the  great  benefit  of  their  country,  by  de- 
veloping Hie  causes  and  cures  of  diseases  in  domes- 
tic vini’mals,  whereof  a most  valuable  pan  of  tlie  pro- 
perty of  all  countries  consists.  Your  very  obedient 
servant,  RICH’D  PETERS. 

Dr.  James  Mease,  Secretary  of  the  PhiluddpidaA 
Society  fur  promulg-atmg  ^'lyricvltitrc.  ’ 


EXTRACT. 

The  hooping  c.  ugh  lias  been  the  prevalent  di- 
sease in  this  neighboiliood,  since  the  first  of  ,fune. 
It  lias  been  very  mild,  and  required  medical  aid  only 
in  a few  cases  i and  in  tliose  a free  use  of  the  lancet 
was  ail  tiiat  was  necessary.  'I’iiere  liavt;  been  a few 
cases  of  Typhus,  wliliin  two  or  three  wecdcs  pas't, 
on  the  high  hills,  about  five  miles  from  this  place. 
Blisters,  baik,  wine,  &c.  were  succcs.sful.  Tlie  per- 
sons attacked  were  under  20  years  (d’age.  An  inflam- 
matory disorder  liaS  appeared  among  the  horses  in 
the  neighborhood  of  these  cases;  which  is  generally 
mortal,  principally  from  tlieir  being  genei  ally  wrong 
j treated.  On  the  first  appearance  of  tlie  hooping 
cougii  amongst  the  human  species,  an  inflammatory 
.sore  throat  was  epidemic  among  the  horses  through- 
out this  country;  attended  with  loss  of  appetite, 
fever,  inflammation  of  the  tonsils,  suppuration  and  a 
very  severe  cough.  I found  that  bleeding  and  purg- 
ing WHS  the  remedy  indicated  in  the  beginning  of  the 
disease,  or  at  any  lime  before  the  suppuration  of  the 
tumors.  But  after  suppuration,  Peruvian  baik,  steel 
asafcctida  and  tar,  were  useful — and  bleeding,  &c. 
injurious.  This  disease  has  been  generally  called 
the  throat  distemp  r. 

“I  never  wuis  more  forcibly  struck  with  <he  simi- 
larity of  the  diseases  ot  the  human  uni  brute  crea- 
tion, than  List  winter;  of  wliicli  the  following  is  a 
history,  from  my  note  !)ook. 

“ Janu.iry  li,  visited  six  patients— D’se.Tses,  Pneu- 
monia— pulse  teuse  and  quick; — remedies— bleed- 
ing, calhartic.s,  and  blisleis  to  breast; — Cdled  in  a 
visit  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Montgomery.  Several  of  his 
sheet  have  died  of  disease.  Upon  dis.=;ection,  I find 
considerable  inflammation  of  tiie  membrane  lining 
the  thorax  \ an  effusion  of  water  around  the  lungs; 
in  one  of  them  the  lungs  do  not  appear  to  be  in- 
flamed ; in  several  others  the  lungs  are  infl  .med  ; 
and  upon  cutting  into  the  substance  of  the  lungs, 
the  cells  appear  lull  of  a frotliy  l.qmd.  The  rest  of 
I the  body  apfiears  heahhy,  as  al^o  the  brain.  Exa- 
mined several  alive. — Symioins — cough,  the  failing 
of  both  ears  backwards,  vertigo  ; so  ,tii;.i  in  attempt- 
ing to  walk  they  stagger. — Presciibed  bleeding,  and 
purges  of  mola.sses  and  yea.st. — J iiutary  16,  called 
to  see  -Mr.  IMontgomerv’s  slieep.  Sev<  l id  had  reco- 
vered that  had  been  bled  and  purged  the  frst  day  of 
the  disease.^’ 

“ The  similarity  of  the  diseases  i.s  evident;  and 
Mr.  Montgomery  asserts,  tiiat  bleeding  alone  saved 
one  or  two  v;duabie  lulf  blooded  Merino  sheep  in 
(his  dise.asc.  The  blood  w.as  taken  by  opening  a 
vain  near  the  ariiculation  of  the  lower  jaw.  Mr. 
M.  had  at  tlie  time  shout  tiire-e  hundred  sheep;  of 
which  he  lo.st  about  thirty  of  this  inflammatory  dis- 
ease; and  chiefly  liie  fattest  of  the  flock.’* 

1 copy  no  ntore  of  tlie  1-iUer , b;;cause  it  coriCltides 
with  an  apology  to  Dr.  Ru,sh,  for  the  trouble  given 
to  him  by  the  writer'.  The  society  liave  had  the 
most  satisfactory  proof,  in  tlie  excelient  keture  de- 
livered by  Dr,  Rush,  and  printed  in  our  first  volume, 
that  AeiecjiUives  no  apology  ; but  takes  an  interest  iu 
all  such  communications  of  information  : — I mention, 
with  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  reproach,  but 
with  serious  and  sincere  regret,  that  until  this  com- 
munication, we  have  had  no  instance  of  the  good  ef- 
fect produced  on  medical  men,  by  the  imiiortant  ex- 
ample set  in  that  lecture.  So  that  our  domestic 
animals  are  either  from  necessity,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  indolent  and  fraudulent  quacks,  and  low 
pretenders  to  veterinary  knowledge,  or  abandoned  to 
their  fate.  Tiie  latter  rs,  in  most  cases,  the  safest 
alternative. 

R.  PETERS 
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The  Chro!iicle. 

Louisvillk,  Nor.  15, 1811. 

Arrived  at  this  place  on  the  28th  ult.  Mr.  Rose 
velt’s  steam  boat  New  Orleans — we  are  informed 
she  is  intended  as  a packet  boat,  between  Natchez 
and  New  Orleans.  Her  burden  is  four  hundred  and 
five  tons,  and  can  accommodate  from  sixty  to  eighty 
cabin  and  steerage  passengers,  in  a style  not  inferior 
to  any  packet  in  the  union.  She  arrived  at  this 
place  in  sixty-four  hours  sailing  from  Pittsburg.— 
prequent  experiments  of  her  performance  have  bet  n 
made  against  the  current,  since  her  arrival,  in  the 
presence  of  a number  of  respectable  gentlemen,  who 
have  ascertained  with  certainty  she  runs  thirteen 
miles  in  two  hours  and  one  half. 

St.  FHANCisviiti:,  (W.  F.)  Nov.  7. 

I have  been  informed  from  a source  which  is 
Respectable,  tliat  two  hundred  Americans  have 
crossed  the  Sabine  near  Nachitoches,  and  are 
marching  against  N.ieagdoches,  a garrison  town  of 
the  province  of  Tax-s,  now  occu{!>ied  by  Spanish 
troops.  It  will  be  remembered  by  my  readers,  tlvtt 
about  twelve  months  ago,  there  was  sorhe  severe 
fighting  between  the  creoles  of  Taxas  and  the 
Spanish  troops,  when  the  latter  succeeded  in  crush- 
ing what  they  were  pleased  to  call  rebellion. — 
As  far  as  1 can  now  le.arn,  a creole  officer,  named 
Manchac,  in  the  patriotic  cause,  came  to  Nachito- 
ches lately  to  recruit  for  the  republican  service,  and 
succeeded  in  getting  two  hundred  of  the  finest  ri- 
flemen of  our  country,  who  have  marched  in  high 
spirits,  flushed  with  the  love  of  liberty,  and  panting 
for  glory. — \_Times. 

Saltimorey  Decemher  14,  1811. 
rixE  auts.— Sixty  five  small  paintings 
[Landscapes]  by  Guv,  were  disposed  of  a few 
days  .since  in  this  city,  at  a very  short  notice,  for 
^1600.  It  is  thought  that  the  artist  might  have  re- 
ceived nearly  double  the  amount  for  them,  had  he 
not  been  disposed  to  make  a compliment  to  his  pa- 
trons in  Baltimore,  by  putting  them  up  on  such  mo- 
derate terms. 

The  bill  for  appropriating  5000  dollars  a year 
for  three  years,  for  completing  the  Baltimore  Hos- 
pital, has  passed  the  house  of  delegates  of  this  slate 
and  been  sent  to  tlie  senate. 

The  house  of  delegates,  have  also  unanimously 
passed  a bill  to  appropriate  some  portion  of  the  rich 
funds  of  the  state  to  the  relief  and  comfort  of  tlie 
'■'surviving  officers  and  soldiers  o f the  Maryland  line^* 
When  it  becomes  a law,  we  will  with  pleasure  re- 
cord it. 

AVilliatw  PixirrsET,  Esq.  of  Maryland,  our  late  mi- 
nister to  Great  Britain,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  Attorney- General  of  the  United  Statesy 
vice  Mr.  Rodney,  resigned. 

The  following  is  the  amount  and  species  of  mili- 
tary force  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  reported 
in  the  senate  by  Mr.  Giles,  chairman  of  the 
committee  raised  in  that  body  on  our  foreign  re- 
lations : 


Infantry, 

20,702 

Artillery, 

1,618 

Eight  Artillery^ 

1,158 

Cavalry, 

n,182 

General  Staffi 

21 

JiospitaT 

50 

25,001 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  met  at  Lancaster 
on  1 uesday  the  3d  instant.  The  senate  unanimously 
re-elected  Presley  Garb  Lake,  esq.  of  Fayette 
county,  their  speaker.  John  T(Hj,  esq.  of  Bedford 
county,  was  unanimously  elected  speaker  of  tbd 
house  of  representa'ivts. 

George  William  Smith,  E-q.  was  elected  governor 
of  the  state  of  Virginia,  by  a joint  ballot  of  bolb 
houses  of  the  legislature. — For  G.  W.  Smith,  Esq. 
100  — Janies  Barbour,  Esq.  97. — M:  jority  3. 

The  legislature  of  Ohio  met  on  the  2d  inst.  Thomas 
Kirker,  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  senate,  and  Jl/a- 
ihias  Couvin,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  legislature  of  Tennessee  have  incorporaud  •- 
state  Bank,  With  a capital  of  400,000  dollars. 

Indians.— -We  have  received  information  from 'a 
highly  respectable  source,  that  the  men  engaged  in 
cutting  a road  Irom  the  Tennessee  river  to  Mobile, 
have  been  attacked  by  a party  of  Southern  Indians, 
(said  to  be  Cherokees)  if  of  them  killed,  and  the 
b. lance  compelled  to  Reporter. 

Tile  Bntisii  king’s  m.tbdy  has  been  pronounced 
incurable.  On  the  meeting  of  Parliament  (January 
7,  1812)  it  is  supposed  that  the  restrictions  on  the 
regency  will  be  taken  off,  and  anew  ministry  of  the 
**  whig  part)',’*  come  into  power,  Wellesley,  only,  to 
be  retained. 


HOtrSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVES. 

Thursda-y,  December  12. — After  reading  a petitloii 
from  certain  inhabitants  in  New  York,  praying  the 
liberty  to  import  cofld  from  Great  Britain  (we  pre- 
sume us  ballast,)  and  another  petition  from  certain 
manufacturers  of  the  said  city,  praying  for  liberty 
to  import  brass  noire. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a petition  from 
the  legislative  council  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
praying  to  be  admitted  as  a state  in  the  Uuion-i 
which  was  laid  on  the  table.  * 

The  house  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  preceding  day*-tbe  speakers  were  Messrsd 
Calhoun,  ilie.  Key,  Dana,  Troup  and  Macon  j 
with  some  explanatory  remarks  from  Messrs.  Ran- 
dolph, Grundy  and  Potter.  The  house  adjourned  at 
3 o’clock. 

We  intend  to  publish  a few  of  the  speeches 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
— the  general  spirit  of  the  members,  republicans 
and  federalists,  appears  friendly  to  positive  and  ener^ 
getic  measures  j and  we  cannot  hesitate  to  believe 
they  will  be  adopted. 


Note  trom  the  editor. — Many  interesting  arti^ 
cles  in  manuscript  are  postponed.— During  the  en- 
suing week  the  first  four  numbers  of  the  Register 
will  be  forwarded  to  such  of  our  subscribers  as  have- 
not  received  them,  the  second  edition  being  finished. 

(Xj’  The  editor  has  the  pleasure  to  infonh  the 
friends  of  the  Register  that  he  is  now  in  posses- 
sian  of  a complete  and  official  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  congress  of  1765,  in  the  hand  wiling  of 
.fohn  Cotton,  Esq.  clerk  to  that  illustrious  assembly  ; 
perhaps,  and  probably,  the  only  perfect  account  of 
their  transactions  now  extant.  Though  in  these 
proceedings  we  see  nothing  calculated  to  excite 
surprise,  there  is  mu^h  to  admire  ; and  as  an  anti- 
quity, immediately  connected  with  a history  of  the 
struggles  of  our  country  for  freedom,  it  is  inestima- 
bly valuable.  The  whole,  every  line  and  word,  shall 
be  speedily  published  in  an  extra  number  of  this 
paper.  If  any  are  anxious  to  see  the  venerable 
manuscript  they  may  gratify  'Ihemselve.s  by  calling 
atthecfficev 


T e K WE  E K L Y U E Gl  ST  E ^ . 


VoL.  1 1 SUPPLEMENTARY  TO  NO.  la. 


« 1 vvisli  no  other  herald 

No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions, 

*‘To  keep  m.ne  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chi-onicler.” 

Shakspeare-rny.'f^'R't  viir. 


Prmted.  and  published  by  .H.  Niles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Coffee-House,  at  %5  per  annum. 


PaMic  Docunients. 


(coNTijruEn  FRoivr  page  258.) 

JljTr.  JR  wing  to  his  exeeUeiicy  J\T.  J).  Rosenkrantz, 
Jlr%(  m Ulster' of  state  and  chief  of  the  department 

of  foreign  UJfairSy  &c.  &c. 

Copenhagen,  June  oOth,  1811. 

The  undgrsig-ned,  speci.J  minister  of  the  United 
States  of  -\mcrica,  has  received  the  note  which  his 
exceilency  hi.  de  Rosenkrantz,  first  minister  of 
stat  a and  ch  ef  of  the  department  of  foi-eig'n  affairs, 
was  pleased  to  address  to  him  on  the  26th  instant,  in 
reply  to  fne  representations  made  by  the  undersigned 
on  die  6th  and  7th  instanc,^  re  :pecting  the  reclama- 
tions with  whxich  he  is '"clv'.rged;  he  shall  immedi- 
ately transmit  his  excellency’s  said  note  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  is  persuaded 
Siat  the  president  will  receive  wirh  great  satisfaction 
tlie  reciprocation  which  his  majesty  has  therein 
offered,  of  the  friendu?'  sentiments  whicli  the  un- 
dersigned was  ordered  to  express.  The  dispositions, 
and  the  just  amd  liberal  views  of  his  majesty  wiili 
regard  to  the  '^narral  commerce  of  the Unic-d  States 
as  declared  in  his  excellency’s  note,  since tliey  leave 
not  the  least  douhr  b\it  that  his  majesty  has  been 
wliolly  unaware  of  the  gi’eat  injuries  which  that 
commerce  has  lately  sustained  witliin  his  dominions, 
afford  to  the  undersigned  the  happy  ]u*esuge  of  ?. 
favorable  termjna'  ion  to  the  business  witli  which  he 
is  entrusted,  and  a sure  pledge  tliat  the  harmony 
which  has  hitlierto  always  subsisted  betAveen  the 
two  governments  Avill  stiil  be  maintained  in  its  full 
extent  and  perfection.  Thus  assured  of  meeting 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty’s  government  with  no 
dispositions  but  those  which  are  of  the  most  just 
a.nd  friendly  character,  it  is  with  more  th  m ordina- 
ry pleasure  that  the  undeitsigned  proceeds  iu  the 
performance  of  his  duty. 

His  excellency  the  mimster  of  state,  after  shew- 
ing the  causes  which  have  occasioned  the  capture  of 
so  many  vessels  under  the  American  flag,  observes, 
that  in  all  cases'  where  tht?  supreme  tribunal  of 
admiralty  has  found  that  the  papers  on  board  such 
vessels  proved  their  American  character,  and  where 
their  neutrality  has  not  been  ab\ised  by  any  attempt 
to  cover  enemies’  property  under  simulated  papers, 
both  vessels  and  cargoes  have  been  released.  Such 
is  undoubtedly  tlie  impression  on  the  mind  of  his 
majest.v,  wlio  has  been  convinced  that  the  enquiries 
pointed  out  by  his  instructions  have  been  conducted 
with  all  the  impai’tiality'by  which  tliose  instructions 
were  dictated:  but  it  can  be  shewn  in  a multiplicih^ 
of  cases  that  the  high  court  has  entered  into  matter 
entirely  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  the  instructions, 
that  it  has  given  weight  to'evidence  entirely  inad- 
missibicj  and  !\as  resorted  to  pretexx.s  for  condem- 
nation entirely  islsufilcient;  it  shall  be  shewn  to 
his  majesty  that  thus  contrary  to  his  roval  intention 
a great  mass  of  American  property  has'been  unjust- 
ly  condemned  in  the  high  court,  wliether  by  a 


misconstniction  or  mi.sapplication  of  his  MajestEs 
regulations,  the  undersigned  will  not  undertake  to 
say.  Perhaps  it  may  be  important  to  enquire, 
since,  be  the  source  of  this  evil  what  it  mav,  to  the 
royal  sense  of  justice  only  tlie  injured  now  have  to 
look,  and  they  look  with  confidence  for  redress.— 
The  details  upon  this  subject  will  be  voluminous.—. 
The  undersigned  WjU  here  point  only  to  one,  and 
that  a recent  decision,  (being  the  first  which  pre- 
sents itself)  by  way  of  exemp-llficalion. 

In  the  case  of  the  .imerican  ship  ** SxuiftJ*  ChampHn. 

In  the  high  court,  on  the  11th  of  f.Iarch,  1811, 
this  ship  was  condemned  on  an  allegation  that 
captain  Camplin  had  thrown  some  papers  over- 
board; Avhich  allegation  had  no  better  or  other 
support  than  the  oaths  of  seven  of  the  privateers- 
men wiio  c tptnred  her. 

It  is  to  be  observed  on  this  sentence: 

First,  a.s  to  tlie  .dledged  fact.  The  royal  instruc- 
tions of  Alarch  1810,  after  stating  what  shall  be 
deemed  caiLses  of  condemnation,  in  the  12th  section, 
states  what  shall  be  cause  of  suspicion  and  subject 
vessels  to  further  examination;  and  in  the  ardcle 
E.  specifies  the^tlirowing  over-board  or  destroying 
papei’s-  This  tli”owing  overboard  of  papers  thea- 
constitutes  ground  of  suspicion  only,  and  authori- 
ses further  eXainmation  with  a view  to  ascertain 
whether  tliat  fact  can  implicate  the  neutrt  i charac- 
ter of  the  vessel  Now  in  the  course  of  the  further 
examination  on  tlii.s  trial,  tlie  nemrality  of  the  ship, 
and  the  fairness  of  her  voyage  were  fully  establish- 
ed: the  alledged  circumstance  wit  h respect  to  her 
pu])ers  therefoi-e  remained  naked  and  nnsuppotPed 
by  any  sort  of  gro’ind  or  pretext  for  condemnation; 
and  yet  .she  was  condemned! 

Secondly  as  to  the  evidence.  The  American 
master  objected  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  law  to  admit  the  evidence  of 
privateersmen  who  were  parties  interested  in  his 
condemnation;  but  the  court  decided  that  they 
were  not  interested,  and  that  their  evidence  must 
be  admitted!  and  that  the  evidence  of  the  crew  of 
the  American  ship  should  not  be  admitted  to  rebut 
it!  the  American  master  then  went  on  to  shew  that 
the  witnesses  were  interested  and  produced  a con- 
tract made  between  tliem  and  the  owners  of  the 
privateer  (the  authenticity  of  which  was  ackowl- 
edged)  by  which  it  appesred  that  the  equipage  of 
the  privateer  we  -e  to  receive  half  of  the  next  prize 
which  tliey  might  take;  sliil  the  court  determined 
that  they  were  not  interested  in  the  condemnation 
of  this  ship,  and  that  tlieir  evidence  .should  be  ad- 
mitted!! The  American  master  then  went  on  to 
prove,  that  it  was  impossible  they  .should  have  sworn 
truly;  they  had  declared  that  the  papers  thrown 
over-board  tvere  of  the  size  of  about  six  inches 
square,  and  had  been  pa.ssed  through  a certain 
opening  in  the  afer  part  of  the  ship.  The  Ameri- 
can master  proved  by  the  examination  and  declara- 
tion of  tVr  O Danish  masters,  that  tlie  privateersmen 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


'274 


could  not  have  seen  them  dropped  iiKO  the  water, 
as  they  had  stated;  and  further,  that  the  hole  point- 
ed out  tvas  not  larg-e  enough  for  them  so  to  have 
passed  through.  I»ut  neither  did  these  proofs  ])ro- 
duce  any  effect  in  favor  of  the  American — he  was 
predestined  to  condemnation:  the  court  had  no 
disposition  to  reject  the  evidence  of  the  privateers- 
men, tliough  the  same  privateersmen  had  produced 
two  other  men  to  swear  that  they  had  seen  this  same 
ship  *‘SwIft”  at  Liverpool,  and  captain  Champlin 
proved  that  one  day  after  the  day  in  which  this  evi- 
dcnce  stated  that  he  was  at  Liverpool,  he  spoke  to 
his  majesty’s  gun  brig  tlie  “Sea-Gull.” 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  any  comment  what- 
ever upon  such  a sentence  would  be  entirely  super- 
fluous; a sentence  in  direct  violation  of  his  majes- 
ty’s instructions.  He  will  only  add,  that  the  pro- 
perty tMis  condemned  is  valued  at  100,000  Spanish 
dollars!! 

The  explanation  which  the  minister  ofstate  gives 
as  to  the  objection  made  by  the  tribunals  of  French 
certificates  of  origin,  and  the  orders  which  his 
majesty  has  now  been  pleased  to  issue  on  that  sub- 
ject though  applying  only  to  the  two  cases,  viz. 
^‘Nimrod”  and  “Richmond,”  named  in  the  lists 
transmitted  to  h'S  excellency  on  the  6lh  inst.  and 
both  lately  acquitted — cannot  fail  ofbeing  satisfac- 
tory; but  observing  therein  that  the  notification 
made  by  the  French  government  was  not  till  the 
22d  of  September,  the  undersigned  cannot  refrain 
from  again  adverting  to  the  conduct  of  the  high 
court,  whicli  . in  a sentence  given  on  the  22d  of 
December,  in  the  case  of  the  “Ag-ent,  Row,” 
justified  the  capture  of  that  ship  in  the  month  of 
June,  upon  the  ground  that  she  had  with  her  papers 
a French  certificate  of  origin!  and  upon  that  same 
ground,  and  upon  that  only,  decreed  that  a sum  of 
five  hundred  rix  dollars  should  be  paid  to  the  cap- 
tors! — precisely  the  same  decision  was  given  about 
the  same  time  in  the:  case  of  the  “Julian,  Abbott.” 

In  the  order  which  his  majesty  has  now  issued 
with  respect  to  the  eleven  cases  pending  in  the  high 
court,  and  as  epecified  in  the  minister  of  state’s 
note,  the  undersigned  recognizes  the  determination 
of  his  majesty  to  en.'  ime  justice  to  the  American 
cirdms;  and  he  has  the  honor  to  assure  his  excellen- 
cy the  minister,  that  the  president  will  receive  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  the  declaration  of  his  majesty 
accompanyingthis  act,  and  charging  tlie  undersign- 
ed to  communicate  to  his  governmenthis  majesty’s 
invariable  disposition  tq  cultivate  the  good  intelli- 
gence and  friendly  intercourse  which  ought  always 
to  .siibsist  between  the  two  countries. 

When  on  every  other  point  there  is  the  pleasing 
prospect  of  a perfect  accord,  it  is  with  regret  that 
the  undersigned  f-els  the  necessity  imposed  on  him 
of  differing  in  opinion  with  his  excellency  Mr.  de 
Rosenkrantz  on  the  subject  of  the  convoy  cases, 
and  of  contesting  some  of  the  doctrines  which  the 
minister  has  laid  down  as  applicable  to  those  cases. 

His  excLllency^  has  not  thought  proper  to  reply 
to  doe  reasoningupon  which  the  undersigned  basis- 
ed  his  reclamadon,  v hich  therefore  remains  in  its 
eii'  ii-e  force — nor  has  lie  produced  any  thir^'  which 
cannot  be  deemed  saci.sfactory  in  support  of  the 
principle  assumed  in  the  royal  instruction  to  which 
thu^  reasoning  has  been  applied.  The  minister  of 
state  has  produced  in  favor  of  the  principle  in  ques- 
tion, the  .single  .ugunieni,  that  he  who  puts  himself 
under  the  provection  of  anotliei*,  does  thereby  take 
side  widi  his  protector,  & renounces  the  advantages 
which  belong  to  the  quaii^y  of  friend  as  to  him  a- 
gainst  w’lom  he  seeks  proteci  ion.  Tn  vain  are  tiie 
books  examined  to  discover  the  source  from  which 


this  argument  is  drawn:  in  vain  aj-e  history  and  the 
records  of  diplomacy  re.sorled  to,  for  authority  or  for 
any’  countenance  given  to  the  doctrine  which  It  em- 
braces; but  these  books  and  these  records — have 
they  lost  their  title  to  respect?  have  they  become  a 
dead  letter?  His  majesty  certainly  does  not  assume 
to  act  on  principles  unknown  to  them;  to  originate 
a practice  at  once  undefined  in  its  limits  and  rigo- 
rous in  its  character  beyond  all  precedent;  in  hosti- 
lity also  with  tlie  ancient  doctrines  of  Denmark,  and 
a stranger  to  all  her  maritime  codes;  so  much  as 
that  it  is  not  found  even  in  the  royal  instructions  is- 
sued on  the  14th  September  1807.  His  excellency 
theministerof  state  supposes  an  acquiescence  in  this 
new  rule,  upon  the  consideration  that  it  is  applied 
to  Danish  ships  as  well  as  strangers.  Certainl}^  the 
United  States  will  never  dispute  the  equity  or  pro- 
priety of  any  law  emanating  from  his  majesty’s  au- 
thority and  applied  to  his  own  subjects;  but  it  is 
equally  certain  that  they  found  their  rights  upon  the 
public  law  only,  and  cannot  consent  to  place  them 
at  the  disposition  of  any  partial  authority,  or  to  limit 
them  by  the  convenience  of  tlie  belligerent  powers. 
It  is  Bot  readily  conceived  how  Danish  ships,  or 
ships  of  the  allies  of  Denmark,  being  subject  to  the 
capture  of  the  enemy,  can  be  found  under  his  con- 
voy. Vessels  carrying  such  flags  and  so  found,  can- 
not but  be  enemy’s  property;  but  if,  by  whatever 
means,  his  majesty’s  subjects  do  put  themselves 
upder  enemy’s  convoy,  they  are  doubtless  guilty  of 
a high  crime,  and  richly  merit  all  the  punishment 
which  the  laws  inflict;  but  is  the  same  rule  to  be 
applied  to  the  property  and  to  the  citizens  of  a neu- 
tral and  independent  power? 

Thus  much  the  undersigned  has  found  it  his  duty 
to  say  in  addition  to  what  has  been  before  stated, 
and  remains  unanswered,  respecting  the  principle 
assumed  in  the  royal  instruction  of  IMarch,  1810; 
but  he  finds  one  part  of  the  minister’s  note  which,  as 
he  apprehends,  goes  much  beyond  that  instruction, 
and  which  w’ould  preclude  the  neutral  fi-om  any  kind 
of  justification  for  being  found  under  enemy’s  convoy. 

It  were  a gross  dereliction  of  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  should  the  undersigned  leave  the 
least  room  for  his  excellency  to  suppose  that  the  A- 
merican  government  will  accede  to  the  fiction  pro- 
pounded by  his  excellency,  viz.  “that  neutral  vessels 
found  under  enemy’s  convoy  hav’c  eo  facto  lost  their 
oi‘igina.1  quality  of  neutral.”  This  idea  was  cer- 
tainly more  fully  and  distinctly  expressed  in  conver- 
sation, and  seeing  that  there  are  parts  of  his  excel- 
lency’s note  which  favor  a different  conclusion,  he 
eagei’ly  seizes  the  Jiope  that  it  is  not  really  intended 
to  carry  the  doctrine  to  such  an  extent;  yet  as,  in  a 
matter  of  such  importance,  nothing  should  remain 
equivocal,  the  undersigned,  desirous  of  laying  it  be- 
fore the  president  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  re- 
quests that  he  may  be  favored  with  an  explanation 
as  to  whatever  is  susceptible  of  misconstruction. 

His  excellency,  pursuing  the  idea  above  cited, 
in  mentioning  the  instructions  which  his  majesty 
has  now  given  to  his  tribunals  to  direct  their  exam- 
inations on  American  vessels  found  under  enemy’s 
cbnvoy,  says,  “que  les  preuves  les  plus  evidentes 
seront  requises  pour  prouver  qu’un  navire  sous 
pavilion  Americain  ait  ete  sous  convoi  Anglois.” — 
Yet  it  is  hoped  that  the  words  ait  ete  are  not  intend- 
ed to  be  connected  with  what  is  above  quoted,  but 
rather  that  they  are  to  be  governed  by  the  sense  of 
the  words  “.s’e^re  mis  sous  la  protection'^’  found  in 
the  same  sentence;  by  the  words  “/a  recherche  et 
I’usage  fanes'”  in  the  paragraph  preceded  by  the 
words  fait protegerf  whicli  wiil  bear  the  same 
construction  in  the  pai-agraph  following,  and  finally 
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by  the  words  in  the  article  “D.”  clause  11,  of  tlie 
royal  instructions  of  Miu-cli  1810,  construed 
convoy”  which  must  be  supposed  to  mean  a volun- 
tary use  of  convoy,  and  cannot  intend  vessels  which 
have  been  forced  into  or  have  accidentally  found 
themselves  in  t;onvoy.  For  to  condemn  vessels  un- 
der such  U!\fortunate  circumstances — is  that  the 
course  of  a pon  er  friendly  to  the  neutral.’’  This  re- 
flection so  strengthens  the  above  construction  of 
tlie  words  used  in  the  royal  order  of  March  10th  as 
not  to  leave  a possibility  of  supposing  that  his  ma- 
jesty intended  tliat  such  innocent  vessels  should  be 
affected  by  it. 

The  undersigned  cannot  conclude  this  note  with- 
out expressing  his  full  confidence  that  tlie  friendly 
disposition  professed  by  his  miuesty  will  dispose 
him  so  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  his  tribunals  upon 
the  convoy  cases,  as  to  satisfy  the  just  claims  of  tlie 
United  States;  or  without  assuring'  liis  excellency 
the  minister  of  state,  in  reply  to  the  last  observa- 
tions in  his  note,  that  the  American  government  is 
also  fully  sensible  to  tlie  value  of  the  commercial 
and  friendly  relations  which  have  always  subsisted 
between  the  two  countries. 

GEOnCE  \V.  ERVING. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  count  Rosenkrantz  to  J\Tr.  Er- 
ving,  Copenhagen,  9th  July^  1811. 

The  undersigned,  mini.ster  of  foreign  affairs,  has 
seen  with  particular  satisfaction,  from  the  note  of 
Mr.  Erving’,  minister  of  tlie  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, under  date  of  the  30th  ult.  that  he  was  not 
disappointed  in  his  ex})ectation  of  finding  that  Mr. 
Erving  would  acknowledge  the  sentiments  of  jus- 
tice and  equity,  which  animate  the  kmg  his  master, 
as  well  as  the  desire  of  his  majesty  to  maintain  a 
good  understanding  with  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Rut  it  is  not  without  pain  that  the 
same  minister  of  state  sees  that  Mr.  Erving  remon- 
strates against  the  sentences  already  definitively 
pronounced.  It  is  with  the  same  sentiment  that  the 
undersigned  finds  himself'  charged  by  the  orders  of 
his  sovereign  to  repeat  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  that  his  majesty  ciumot  make  any  general 
change  in  the  regulations  of  the  ordinance  for  pri- 
vateering, issued  on  the  28di  .Marcii  of  last  year, 
and  in  consequence  none  in  the  eleventh,  which  un- 
der the  letter  “d”  declares  that  neutral  vessels  tliat 
make  use  of  the  convoy  or  of  the  protection  of  the 
vessels  of  war  of  Great  Britain  are  to  be  considered 
as  good  prize,  if  the  Danish  privateers  capture 
them  under  convoy.  The  undersigned  must  repeat, 
that  the  rule  laid  down  by  that  article  of  the  ordi- 
nance, will  be  followed  by  the  prize  courts  when- 
ever the  proofs  are  clear,  that  the  vessels  under 
American  flags  as  well  as  those  of  other  nations  art 
found  in  a convoy  under  the  protection  of  the  ene- 
mies of  DenmarK  He  does  not  wish  to  repeat  here 
what  he  had  the  honor  of  stating  on  the  subject  in 
his  preceding  note,  but  he  begs  Mr.  Erving  to  be  so 
good  as  to  observe  to  his  government,  that  none  of 
tlie  powers  of  Europe  have  called  in  question  the 
justice  of  this  principle. 

Mr.  Ervii^ghas  observed,  tliat  notwithstanding  the 
Dani,sh  courts  have  not  been  directed  to  consider  the 
certificates  of  origin  granted  by  tlie  French  consuls 
in  the  ports  of  Ajnerica  as  false,  until  after  the  22d 
of  September  of  last  year,  there  has  nevertheless 
been  imposed  upon  two  vessels,  acquitted  by  the 
supreme  court  of  admiralty,  a fine  solely  for  Inn  in g 
these  certificates  on  board,  as  Mr.  Erving  had  been 
informed.  The  undersigned,  although  he  is  not  in- 
forined  of  these  facts,  will  not  call  in  quest  ion  the  as- 
sertion of  the  minister  of  Bie  U.  States;  and  bemu.st 


consequently  suppose  that  the  suspicion  of  the  lega- 
lity  of  these  certificates  w.as  excised  by  the  public 
declaration  which  M’as  before  made  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  that  the  consuls  of  France 
were  not  authorized  to  grant  the  certificates  in 
question,  and  for  that  reason  the  courts  have  dicid- 
ed  that  the  captors  w’’ere  j ustified  in  bringing  in  the 
vessels  for  examination. 

I (Signed)  rose:;kraxtz. 

The  Honorable  J\fr.  Ervi?ig. 

[Attached  to  the  last  letter  of  Mr.  Erving,  are 
several  lists  of  vessels  taken  and  condemned,  releas- 
ed or  still  under  investig.Aion,  In  the  variou.s  north- 
ern j)orts  of  Europe  for  the  two  last  years.  The  fol- 
lowing statement, ex’ubits  the  result  of  the  tables:] 

It  restilts  from  the  foregoing  lists 
That  the  number  of  vessels  carried  i’uo  the  ports  of 
Norway  in  the  year  1809'  v as  36,  of  which  onl}  6 
have  been  finally  condemned  — None  pending. 

That  the  number  of  vessels  carried  into  the  ports  of 
Norway  in  the  year  1810  was  36,  of  \vhich  only  8 
are  pending  in  the  high  court  of  admiralty  at  Co- 
penhagen, and  of  which  there  has  not  been  one 
final  condemnation. 

Tiiat  the  number  of  vessels  carried  into  the  ports  of 
Holstein,  Sleswick  and  the  Danish  Islands,  in  the 
year  1809  was  25,  of  which  7 were  condemned 
and  18  ..cquitted. 

That  the  number  of  vessels  carried  into  the  ports  of  ' 
Holstein,  Sleswick  and  the  Danish  Islands,  in  the 
year  1810  was  68,  of  whicli  19  have  been  finally 
condemned  and  6 are  yet  pending. 

That  of  18  convoy  cases,  8 have  been  condemned — 
they  were  desperate  cases — ten  are  yet  pending- 
some  of  them  more  favorably  circumstanced  than 
others. 

The  pending  cases  of  the  foregoing  lists — are 
Of  the  Norway  list  of  1810,  e^ght,  viz.  Egerid,  cap- 
tain Law;  Oscar,  Cunningham;  Resolution,  Eld- 
ridge;  Minerva,  Baker;  Pittsburg,  Yardsly;  Ma- 
ria Theresa,  Phdps;  Richmond,  Jaiwis;  Amiable 
Alaiilda,  Hague. 

Papers  sent  to  Paris  in  the  cases  of  “Lydia,”  Clie- 
vers,  and  “Reno,  Stow.” 

Of  the  Danish  list  of  1810,  six,  viz.  Nimrod,  Smith; 
AVulliam  ’and  Jane,  Bunker;  Fair  Trader,  Craig; 
Mitierva  Smyth,  Alann;  Washington,  Almy;  Ariel, 
Ruder. 

Of  the  convoy  cases,  ten,  viz.  Annav/an,  Donald- 
son; Hope,  Rliea;  Alary,  Ropes;  Hope,  Meik; 
Rebecca,  Meik;  James,  Gawn;  Hesper,  Cush- 
ing; Elizabeth,  Campbell;  Polly,  Graves;  Irish, 
Russell. 


Le£;lslature  of  South  Carolina. 

Message  of  his  excellency  the  GOVERNOR,  deliv- 
ered U)  tile  T.egislature  of  South  Carolina,  the 
2oth  Nov.  1811. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate , 
and  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  luminous,  tempciv.te  and  dignified  exposi- 
don  of  tlie  state  of  om-  f ireign  relations,  .so  recent- 
ly presented  to  the  view  of  the  n.aiion,  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Scj’tes  to  Con- 
gi-ess,  precludes  the  necessity  of  any  attempt  on  rny 
part,  to  commimicate  to  yon  on  tins  occ' sion,  ‘'ny 
information  on  that  head;  I shall  offer,  no;  vi  h- 
standing,  a few  observations  on  a subject  involving, 
as  that  does,  onr  most  important  interesis,  and  con- 
n.ected  in  some  degree,  with  your  legi  d.oive  duties. 

We  have  long  witnessed  the  United  Statc-s  pur- 
suing a course  of  policy  enti!’e!y  pacific,  irnpai’tial 
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and  conciliatory,  and  displaying,  in  all  their  trans- 
actions vdthi  foreign  powers,  a degree  of  mildness 
and  forbearance  almost  without  example  in  the  his- 
tory of  nations.  Experience,  however,  shows,  that 
such  a policy  has  failed  of  producing  the  corres- 
ponding dispositions  which  might  have  been  antici- 
pated, and  renders  a fartlier  adlierence  to  it  in  some 
sort  questionable,  since,  during  the  same  period  we 
have  beheld  the  belligerent  pov/ei*s  of  Europe,  (un- 
rer»trained  by  an}'  regard  to  our  neutrality,  perhaps 
invited  by  our  known  love  of  peace)  interdicting 
our  lawful  commerce  with  the  ports  of  their  ene- 
mies respectively,  and  seizing  and  condemning  un- 
der their  hostile  orders  and  edicts,  our  unresisting 
merchantmen. 

It  appears  at  length,  that  France,  yielding  to  con- 
siderations of  Justice  or  of  interest,  has  determined 
to  discontinue  her  depredations,  and  has  opened  her 
ports  to  commerce;  while  England  continues  and 
extends  her  captures  and  condemnations,  refusing 
to  do  us  that  equal  justice  to  v/hich  she  stood  pledg- 
ed in  such  case;  ac  the  moment  too  of  our  disap- 
pointment in  our  most  reasonable  expectations,  she 
advances  a new  pretension,  requiring  us  to  interfere 
with  the  municipal  regulations  in  the  ports  of  her 
enemy  and  to  insist  on  the  introduction  of  her  pro- 
ducts and  manufactures  uuder  our  flag;  in  short, 
she  demands  of  us  what  we  have  neither  the  right  or 
the  power  to  do,  as  a condition  of  her  ceasing  to  vio- 
late our  neutral  rights.  In  addition  to  this  accu- 
mulation of  wrong,  she  threatens  farther  restric- 
tions on  our  commerce  if  we  sliould  not  consent  to 
abandon  the  only  measure  of  resistance  hitlierto  op- 
posed to  her  injustice. 

It  may  not  be  unimportant  to  remark  what  vari- 
ous modes  of  procrastination  have  been  resorted  to 
bv  the  British  government,  for  protracting  thenego- 
c’ialions,  and  for  deferring  the  final  decision  of  the 
discussions  with  our  government,  thereby  prolong- 
ing a state  of  things,  ddring  wh’.ch  England  enjoys 
liiany  of  tl)e  advantages  of  peace,  while  America 
suffers  nearly  all  the  privations  of  w'ar. 

It  is  subject  of  deep  concern  to  observe,  that  any 
'encouragement  should  be  derived  from  the  state  of 
parties  in  our  country  to  a perseverance  by  the  Bri 
tlsh  government  in  their  aggressions;  that  such  lias 
been  the  case  plainly  appears'  from  the  minister  of 
that  government  alluding  to  “the  contested  legality 
or  justice  of  the  President’s  proclamation,”  and 
from  other  parts  of  his  correspondence,  as  well.as 
that  of  his  predecessors.  This  forms  indeed  a crisis  in 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American  to  lend  his 
best  assistance  to  the  support  of  the  government  oi 
his  country,  according  to  his  station  and  abilities; 
and  public  opinion  may  justly  set  the  brand  of  re- 
probation on  such  as  shall  continue  yet  to  vindicate 
the  spoilers  of  their  country’s  rights. 

How  much  longer  our  patience  shall  be  abused, 
it  is  not  our  province  to  determine;  but  we  may 
look  wiih  confidence  to  the  constitutional  guardian:- 
of  our  national  rights,  for  such  provisions  as  will  ef- 
fectually ma.ntain  them  in  all  their  integrity,  and 
rescue  the  United  States  from  submission  to  foreign 
injustice.  The  ulterior  deliberations  of  congress 
must  decide  what  course  shall  be  pursued,  as  best 
calculated,  to  avert,  or  to  meet  the  crisis;  in  the 
mean  time  it  wdll  be  safest  for  us  to  prepare  against 
ihe  events  of  a war,  which  if  not  to  be  avoided  with- 
out a sacrifice  of  our  maritime  rights,  will  be,  at 
o ice,  just  and  necessary.  Viewing  the  probability 
ol'  such  a state  of  things,  I must  add,  that  it  will 
Dest  consist  with  your  duty,  as  respresentatives  of  a 
state,  presenting  a long  extent  of  sea  coast,  which 
beoomes  in  war  an  exposed  frontier,  to  provide,  in 


aid  of  such  dispositions  as  may  be  made  by  the  gen- 
eral government,  the  means  of  a prompt  and  efficient 
co-operations  on  the  part  of  the  ate  ggivemment, 
in  all  measiu’es  for  ihe  complete  protec  . ion  of  every 
portion  of  our  territory,  and  particularly  of  our  sea 
ports  and  harbors. 

Under  tlie  indications  of  impending  war,  which 
appeared  in  the  course  of  the  pas*  simnre’*,  I itir  it 
my  duty  to  make  such  preparation,  ai.  dne  n.  , ns  I 
possessed  would  afford.  Ail  the  heavy  cirlr  --.  ce, 
which  could  be  procured,  ha.s  been  fitiea  r y i.  r:  e- 
diate  service.  Fort  Mechanic,  "he  only  ba‘  ei  v on 
the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  possession  of  'd‘e  s ^ e, 
received  such  temporary  repairs  as  v.ere  reni  ..  -ire. 
The  different  military  corps  of  the  city  and  i'*?  vi- 
cinity, were  ordered  to  hold  ^hem.selves  ready  ..t  a 
moment’s  warning;  and  there  can  be  no  room  to 
doubt,  from  their  knoivn  discipline  and  patriotism, 
of  their  good  conduct,  if  their  services  had  been  cal- 
led for. 

Brigade  musters  of  officers  have  been  held 
throughout  the  state,  in  the  spring  and  autumn  of 
this  year,  ndth  great  advantage  to  the  service  in  the 
opinion  of  competent  judges:  an  opportunity  has 
been  afforded  to  the  officers  of  obtaining  much  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  tactic,  as  well  as  of  the 
routine  of  camp  duties,  by  these  musters;  and  it  is 
confiden  tly  believed,  they  will  have  a tendency  to 
cherish  and  support  the  railila.r)-  spirit  so  necessary 

the  safety  and  liberties  of  the  country:  much 
praise  is  due  generally  to  the  officers  who  attended, 
and  who  ha.ve  done  themselves  credit  by  the  patrio- 
tic and  military  ardor  evinced  in  that  attendance. 
It  would  be  gross  injustice  to  omit  noticing,  also,  in 
terms  of  approbation,  the  distinguished  ability  with 
which  the  adjutant  general  of  the  state  has  acquitted 
himself  of  the  laborious  duties  assigned  to  him, 
during  his  attendance  at  all  these  musters. 

Before  I dismiss  the  subject  of  the  militia,  I can- 
not refrain  calling  your  attention  to  the  lav's  regu- 
iatingthe  riseof  officers;  the  mode  now  estabi  shed 
is  a+tended  by  circumstances  of  delay  and  difficulty, 
which  in  case  the  country  should  require  the  active 
services  of  this  force,  might  create  confusion,  be- 
sides fostering  at  all  times,  litigious  spirit,  and 
producing  disgust,  and  consequent  resignations,  in 
all  those  whose  claims,  from  length  of  service,  are 
disregarded. 

I conceive  I cannot  urge  in  terms  too  strong; 
your  taking  into  immediate  consideration  all  such 
measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  improve  the  gene- 
ral system  of  our  militia,  on  the  perfection  of  wdiich 
nur  safety  so  materially  depends. 

I shall  reserve  the  subject  of  arming  our  troops, 
together  with  that  of  arsenals  and  the  munitions  of 
war,  to  a more  advanced  period  of  your  session, 
when  I may  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  extent 
->f  the  appropriations  for  which  it  may  be  necessary 
*^^0  call  on  you  for  those  objects. 

I cannot  suffer  the  present  occasion  to  pass,  with- 
out bringing  to  your  view  the  propriety  of  provid- 
ing free  schools  in  all  those  parts  of  the  state  wffiere 
such  institutions  are  wairted;  there  can  scarce!}^  be 
a difference  of  opinion  on  the  advantages  which  a 
country  must  generally  derive  from  the  instruction 
of  its  people;  but  one  of  the  first  objects  of  a go- 
vernment founded  on  popular  rights,  should  be  to 
diffuse  the  benefits  of  education  as  widely  as  possi- 
ble, and  to  enlighten  and  inform  the  whole  mass  of 
that  people,  whose  collective  will  controls  and  di- 
rects the  energies  of  the  country.  A system  of  g'e- 
neral  instruction  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
our  political  institutions.  Your  liberal  support  of 
the  South  Carolina  College,  a monument  of  your 
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veneration  for  science  and  learning*,  testifies 
anxious  solicitude  to  secure  to  our  youth  the 
cst  advantages  of  instruction;  and  doubtless  th;« 
seminary  will  annually  yield  an  accession  ot  able  and 
virtuous  citizens  to  the  state;  but  those  alone  whose 
affluent  circumstances  have  enabled  them  to  pass 
through  cer'  ain  preparatory  studies,  can  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  that  institution:  it  is  now  hoped  that  you 
will  employ  some  portion  of  your  funds  m procuring 
the  elements  of  education  for  the  children^  ot  indi- 
gent persons.  Reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
are  highly  essential  to  those  children,  who  must  owe 
their  advancement  in  life  to  their  own  industry;  and 
while  they  are  acquiring  the  keys  of  knowledge, 
their  hearts  may  be  formed  to  a proper  sense  of  mo- 
ral and  religious  excellence.  To  the  real  philanthro- 
pist, this  must  be  an  object  of  great  interest,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  diffusion  of  useful  know- 
ledge has  ever  been  found  the  means  of  correcting 
the  propensity  of  vice,  and  of  diminishing  the  num- 
ber of  crimes. 

As  another  plan  of  amelioration,  I propose  for 
consideration  the  expediency  ofestablishing  a house 
of  correction  for  offenders  against  the  laws;  and  of 
revising,  wdth  a view  to  such  an  establishment,  your 
system  of  penal  jurisprudence.  The  project  has 
already  more  than  once  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  legislature,  and  it  is  a subject  of  deep  regret 
with  humane  persons,  that  no  such  plan  has  been 
yet  adopted;  the  experience  too,  of  those  states 
which  have  tried  the  Penitentiaiy  system,  appears 
on  the  whole  to  be  highly  encouraging.  Under  the 
present  enactments  of  our  criminal  law,  it  too  often 
happens  that  culprits  escape,  either  by  the  acquittal 
of  a jury,  or  the  pardon  of  the  executive,  because 
the  feelings  of  human  nature  recoil  at  inflicting  ca- 
pital or  ignominious  iiunishments  for  offences  of 
minor  atrocity;  in  the  penitentiary  system  there 
may  be  a graduation  of  penalties  proportioned  to 
each  particular  offence,  in  such  manner  as  will  most 
effectually  tend  to  the  suppression  of  crimes,  while 
the  certainty  of  punishment  will  increase  as  the 
public  mind  shall  become  impressed  with  the  per- 
suasion, that  no  crime  meets  more  than  its  just  re- 
tribution. 

I herewith  transmit  a resolution  of  Congress  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I have  also  to  communicate  to  you 
the  ratifications  of  the  same,  by  the  legislatures  of 
the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Kentucky 
and  Ohio. 

Congi'ess  will  probably,  during  their  present 
session,  fix  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  house 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  for  the  next 
ten  years,  under  the  last  enumeration  of  the  people. 
If  the  ratio  fixed  upon  should  be  such  as  to  vary  the 
number  of  members  to  be  sent  by  thi.s  state,  anew 
distribution  of  electoral  districts  will  be  necessaiw: 
It  may,  therefore  be  expedient  to  devise  some  pros- 
pective measure,  if  the  legislature  think  it  advisable, 
to  avoid  calling  an  extra  session. 

In  conformity  with  your  resolution  of  the  twen- 
tieth of  December  last,  the  executive  of  the  general 
government  has  been  requested  to  obtain  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  title  to  that  portion  of  our 
territory,  which  lies  at  the  northwest  side  of  the 
Cherokee  boundary;  an  answer  has  been  received, 
signifying  that  measures  have  been  taken,  from 
which  it  is  expected  that  arrangements  will  result, 
embracing  the  object  of  the  resolution. 

I have  deemed  it  mj’’  duty  to  notify  to  the  gover- 
nor of  North  Carolina,  your  resolution  of  the 
fourteenth  of  December  last,  on  tlie  subject  of  boun- 
dai’y:  I hope  that  I shall  have  some  satisfactory 


commimication  to  make  to  you  on  that  point  before 
the  end  of  your  session. 

I shall  content  myself,  for  the  present,  with  hav- 
ing thus  called  your  attention  to  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  tlie  most  important  objects  claiming  it;  only 
adding  the  expression  of  my  confident  expecbition, 
that  you  will  proceed  in  your  legislative  functions, 
under  the  guidance  of  an  enlightened  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism, which  cannot  fail  to  redound  to  the  gener- 
al weal,  and  to  insure  you  the  probation  of  your 
constituents.  HENRY  MIDDLETON^ 

Columbia,  26th,  JVov.  1811. 


Legislature  of  North  Carolina. 

Message  of  the  governor  to  the  legislature  at  the 
opening  of  its  present  session: 

Fellota-citizens  of  the  senate 

and  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  important  period  has  once  more  arrived 
when  by  the  wise  provision  of  our  tvell  tried  and 
highly  approved  constitution,  those  who  are  selec- 
ted by  the  votes  of  a free  people  for  their  integri- 
ty and  ability,  are  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  together  for  the  general  good  of  the 
state,  and  who,  coming  from  every  part  of  it, 
bring  with  them  a competent  knowledge  of  the  va- 
rious wishes,  wants  and  grievances  of  each  county 
therein.  That  this  high  distinction  is  well  merited, 
and  that  the  confidence  of  the  people  will  be  great- 
fully  rewarded  by  the  wisdom  of  your  measures,  I 
feel  the  most  agi’eeable  anticipations;  and  if  by  any* 
assistance  and  endeavors  in  my  power,  the  public 
welfare  shall  be  advanced,  the  business  of  the  state 
faciliated,  or  the  pleasantness  of  your  session  be 
promoted,  it  will  afford  me  heartfelt  satisfaction. 

When  the  last  session  had  nearly  expired,  and 
after  the  bill  for  establishing  a penitential^^  had  been 
rejected,  I received  fi'om  the  executive  of  Virginia, 
a pamphlet  containing  a collection  of  the  several 
acts  of  the  assembly  of  that  state  concerning  their 
penitentiary,  together  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  have  been  adopted  for  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  that  institution,  accompanied  by  a duly 
certified  statement  of  the  number  of  prisoners  re- 
ceived in  the  penitentiary  during  each  j ear,  from  its 
commencement  to  the  30th  of  last  November — also, 
the  number  pardoned,  escaped,  died,  and  discharged 
by  regular  servitude;  the  number  of  prisoners  and 
their  occupations;  showing  that  the  clear  profits, 
from  April,  1807,  to  tlie  30th  of  November,  1810, 
agreebly  to  the  annual  statement,  (after  deducting 
the  keeper’s,  assistant  keeper’s,  turnkeys’  and 
clerk’s  salaries)  amount  to  ^forty  three  thousand 
dollars^  The  abovementioned  document,  marked 
No.  1.  in  the  file  of  letters,  herewitli  laid  before 
you,  di.stinguished  by  the  letter  A,  were  accompa- 
nied witli  a veiy  obliging  letter  from  3Ir.  Abraham 
Douglass,  keeper  of  the  Virginia  penitentiaiy,  of- 
fering any  information  in  his  power,  with  respect 
to  the  system  and  plan  of  a proper  building  for  the 
purpose,  as  well  as  his  personal  attendance  to 
advise  how  the  prisoners  might  be  employed. — 
These  valuable  papers  will  be  veiy  serviceable,  in 
case  the  legislature  should  take  into  consideration 
an  improvement  of  such  vast  importance  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  the  establishment  of  which  has 
done  honor  to  several  highly  respectable  states  of 
the  union.  It  is  presumed  a small  additional  tax 
laid  for  a few  years  would  be  sufficient  to  commence 
and  carry  on  the  system,  till  it  became  sufficient  to 
maintain  itself— a sum  .so  trifling,  tliat,  divided 
amongst  the  many  thousand  individuals  of  our 
population,  there  is  probablj-  not  one,  possessing  a 
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spark  of  worthy  feeling",  but  would  cheerfully  give 
double  the  amount  to  save  the  life  of  a fellow-crea- 
ture about  to  suffer  death  in  his  presence.  Many 
very  sound  reasons,  both  of  a benevolent  and  inter- 
ested nature,  might  be  offered  in  favor  of  this  ^and 
plan  of  reforming  the  too  sanguinary  criminal  code 
derived  from  Great  Britain  whilst  under  her  go- 
vei’nment. 

The  long  pending  and  unpleasant  diffei-ences 
with  our  neighboring  states  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  respecting  boundary,  still  remain  in  an 
unsettled  and  disagreeable  situation.  A letter  from 
governor  Middleton,  in  the  file  marked  No.  5, 
appears  to  merit  prompt  attention,  for  the  reascn 
therein  set  forth.  And  you  will  assuredly, in  the 
course  of  the  session  treat  with  all  due  respect,  the 
communication  from  governor  Mitchell  marked 
No.  6.  To  it,  the  reply  in  the  letter  book  page  5% 
was  made,  which  I trust  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  legislature. 

Too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  all 
important  subject  of  education.  In  despotic  go- 
vernments, where  the  supreme  power  is  in  posses- 
sion of  a tyrant,  or  divided  among  an  hereditary 
aristocracy  (generally  corrupt  and  wicked)  the 
ignorance  of  the  people  is  a security  to  their  rulers, 
but  in  a free  republic  where  the  offices  and  honors 
of  the  state  are  open  to  all,  the  superiority  of  their 
political  privileges  should  be  refused  into  every 
citizen  from  the  earliest  infancy,  so  as  to  produce 
an  enthusiastic  attachment  to  their  own  country, 
and  ensure  a zealous  support  to  their  own  constitu- 
tion, laws  and  government,  to  the  total  exclusion 
of  all  foreign  influence  or  partiality.  A certain 
degree  of  education  should  be  placed  within  the 
reach  of  every  child  in  the  state,  and  I am  persuaded 
that  a plan  may  be  formed  upon  economical  princi- 
ples that  would  extend  this  boon  to  the  pooi’est  of 
every  neighborhood,  at  an  expence  trifling  beyond 
expectation,  when  compared  with  the  incalculable^ 
benefits  from  such  a philanthropic  and  polite  system. 
In  these  schools,  subject  to  proper  superintendency, 
the  rising  generation  might  be  brought  up  in  the 
true  principles  of  Christian  religion,  which  includes 
the  purest  morality,  and  would  prevent  that  multi- 
plrcity  of  crime  now  too  frequently  perpetrated  in 
the  country. 

It  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  masterly  report  of  the  m-anufactm-es  of  this 
state,  published  by  the  martial  of  the  district.  The 
amount  and  variety  must  swell  with  exulting  satisfac- 
tion the  breast  of  every  good  citizen;  for,  however, 
proper  it  may  be  to  encourage  and  protect  com- 
merce, yet  certainly  a proper  attention  to  oiu’  own 
manufactures  and  products  will  render  us  more  in- 
dependent of  foreign  nations.  True  it  is,  that  North 
Carolina,  from  her  great  extent  of  uncultivated 
territory,  including  some  of  the  most  fertile  lands  on 
the  globe,  must  long  continue  an  agricultural  state, 
yet  it  is  certain  there  are  many  persons  who  may  be 
advantageously  employed  in  domestic  manufactures. 
But  what,  fellow  citizens,  will  these  and  the  many 
other  blessings  we  possess  avail,  if  we  cannot  enjoy 
them  in  peace  and  security — if  we  do  not  evince  a 
willingness  to  defend  our  rights,  a power  to  punish 
insults  and  avenge  wrongs?  To  be  prepared  for 
war,  frequently  ensures  peace.  To  the  federal  go- 
vernment belongs  the  fortifying  our  harbors,  equip- 
ing  a navy,  and  raising  a regular  military  force;  but 
it  is  in  our  power  to  do  much  by  improving  that  na- 
tural and  powerful  safeguard,  the  militia,  one  of  the 
strongest  pillars  of  national  liberty  and  security. 


Whilst  the  use  and  necessity  of  a certain  number  of 
regular  troops  cannot  be  denied,  yet  assuredly  it 
must  be  admitted,  that  with  proper  discipline,  the 
militia  may  be  trained  to  achieve  the  most  brilliant 
victories,  xs  they  did  at  King’s  mountain,  and  many 
other  places,  during  our  revolution.  The  people 
possess  all  tlie  bravery  and  patriotic  zeal  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  great  and  glorious  actons — Give  tliem 
but  arms,  good  officers  and  wise  regulations.  It  is 
true,  that  from  a want  of  perseverance  in  digesting 
a national  militia  system,  this  gi*eat  rock  of  defence 
has  been  too  much  neglected — ^)'et  it  is  observable 
by  every  experienced  officer  that  tlie  smallest  milita- 
ry attention  from  those  of  high  grade  rouses  a 
spirit  of  emulation  amongst  the  men. — This  isevi- 
dent  by  the  improvement  from  reviews.  Under  a 
conviction  ©f  the  good  effects  that  would  ensue,  I 
had  determined  to  pass  most  of  the  summer  in  visit- 
ing the  regiments  in  the  healthy  parts  of  the  state, 
and  eraploving  myself  in  discharging  the  military 
duties  of  my  station,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
militia,  by  reviewing  them — but  circumstances  be- 
yond, my  control  {and  which  I shall  ever  regret)  ‘ 
prevented  that  as  well  as  a more  constant  residence 
at  the  seat  of  government,  for  v hich  I had  amply 
provided.  I shall  reserve  ffirther  remarks  on  this 
favorite  object  of  improving  the  militiay  till  a repre- 
sentation is  laid  before  you  in  a separate  communi- 
cation, respecting  the  situation  of  the  state  as  to  the 
measures  of  defence  taken  by  the  general  govern- 
ment to  place  it  in  a posture  to  l esist  invasion — and 
v/ha!t  farther  steps  appear  indispensible  to  our  safety, 
Prepai-atory  thereto,  the  papers  marked  Nos.  8,  9 
and  10,  in  the  file  A.  may  be  well  worth  your  perusal 
Fellov/  citizens — Portentous  and  threatening 
clouds  darken  our  political  horizon,  which  must 
soon  be  dispelled,  or  tliey  will  generate  a storm  that 
will  burst  on  our  heads  with  redoubled  fury.  The 
crisis  is  alai*ming.  Too  long  have  we  borne  the 
injuries  heaped  upon  us  by  the  oppressive  belliger- 
ents of  Europe.  In  vain  have  we  depended  on  the 
justice  of  those  hostile  nations.  They  have  tramp- 
led on  our  rights,  imprisoned  our  citizens,  plunder- 
ed our  property,  and  degraded  us  with  insults  not 
to  be  endured  by  a nation  having  any  pretensions  to 
honor  or  independence.  Our  forbearance  and  love 
of  peace  have  tempted  their  avarice,  encouraged 
their  presumption  and  pampered  their  insolence.  It 
is  full  time  to  make  a determined  stand.  I<et  us 
discard  all  foreign  partialities  or  predjudices,  tlie 
bane  of  republics.  Let  us  know  the  nations  of  the 
earth  only  as  “enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends.’* 
Let  us  cling  to  our  own  government  and  support  it 
with  zeal,  as  tke  ai’k  of  our  safety.  Let  us  assure 
our  political  head  of  the  warmest  support,  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  in  the  sacred  cause  of  defending 
our  country’s  rights.  Viewing  the  man  as  a traitor, 
who  would  encourage  a separation  of  the  states,  let 
us  cherish  that  unanimity  which  will  secure  our 
safety  against  a w^orld  in  arms.  Let  us  strive  in  our 
neighbourhoods,  both  bj^  precept  and  example,  to 
discard  all  party  bickerings,  and  promote  a spirit  of 
harmony  and  good  will.  Let  us  cherish  industrious 
and  frugal  habits,  improve  domestic  manufactures, 
facilitate  the  means  of  education,  but  above  all,  re- 
gard “the  one  thing  needful”  which  will  bring 
down  blessings  on  ourselves  and  ensure  from  the 
igiver  ofall  good  gifts,  peace,  liberty  and  happiness 
to  cur  common  and  beloved  country. 

I have  tlie  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  considera- 
tion, gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe- 
dient. 


BENJAMIN  SMITH. 
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Catholic  Meeting. 

[From  the  Dublin  Everdng  Post y of  Oct.  19.]\ 
The  first  meeting”  of  the  general  committee  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Saturday,  Oct.  19. 

This  day  the  long  expected  meeting  took  place  at 
the  Theatre,  Fishamble-street.  Nearly  three  hun- 
dred members  attended  from  all  parts  of  Ireland. — 
A numerous  concourse  of  spectators,  of  all  reli- 
gious persuasions,  and  many  of  the  first  men  in 
Ireland  for  rank,  fortune  and  character,  appear^ 
at  an  early  hour  to  grace  tlie  meeting  with  their 
countenance  and  support.  The  boxe.s,  pit,  and 
galleries  of  the  Theatre  were  crouded.  About  150 
of  the  most  distinguished  members  oFthe  committee 
were  seen  upon  the  stage — all  anxious — all  deter- 
mined— animated  by  the  love  of  the  constitution — 
tempered  and  guided  by  the  most  valuable  spirit  of 
moderation  and  concord. 

A few  minutes  before  eleven  o’clock,  the  earl  of 
Fingall  presented  himself  to  liis  approving  countr}’^- 
men,  supported  by  a long  train  of  peers,  baronets, 
and  the  representatives  of  a great  portion  of  the 
wealth,  talents  and  virtue  of  Ireland. 

At  11  o’clock  precisely,  on  the  motion  of  lord 
Netterville,  seconded  by  lord  viscount  Southwell, 
the  earl  of  Fingall  took  the  chair  amid  loud  accla- 
mations. 

His  lordship  modestly  addressed  the  meeting; 
thanked  tliem  for  the  confidence  thus  reposed  in 
him,  and  declared  tliat  he  would  on  that  occasion, 
and  on  every  other,  discharge  his  duty  with  zeal  and 
fidelity.  He  stated  that  there  was  but  one  object  in 
view,  namelj^ — to  be  put  on  a equal  footing  with 
their  Protestant  subjects,  which  was  an  act  of  sound 
policy,  as  of  immutable  justice.  There  was  one 
sole  and  definite  object  for  their  consideration,  and 
the  introduction  of  any  other  business  would  be 
perfectly  irrelevant. — [lioud  applause. 

A^iscount  Netterville  rose,  and  produced  a draft 
of  a petition  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee 
and  moved, 

“That  the  draft  now  read,  be  approved  of  by 
this  committee,  and  recommended  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  throughout  the  respec- 
tive counties,  cities,  towns  and  parishes.  . 

A/'iscount  Southwell  seconded  the  motion. 

The  petition  was  tlien  read  by  Af  r.  Edward  Hay, 
and  was  received  with  universal  approbation. 

Lord  Netterville’s  motion  was  then  put,  and  una- 
nimously carried. 

It  was  then  moved  and  carrierl,  that  the  petition 
be  subject  to  revision,  if  necessary  or  prudent. 

Also,  that  the  committee  do  adjourn  to  a day 
preceding  the  meeting  of  Parliament  by  one  fort- 
night, (which,  of  course,  will  be  on  AVednesday, 
the  6th  of  November,)  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
being  prorogued  to  the  20th  of  that  month. 

The  hon.  Thomas  Barnewall  then  moved,  that 
the  earl  of  Fingall  do  leave  tlie  chair,  which  being 
carried,  lord  Netterville  was  requested  to  take  it. 

The  sincei-e  and  warm  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
then  unanimously  voted  to  the  earl  of  Fingall  for 
his  digiiified,  manly,  and  prudent  conduct  this  day 
in  the  chair,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr,  Barnewall, 
seconded  by  sir  Edward  Bellow. 

The  chair  being  again  vacated,  and  the  intended 
business  of  the  day  being  thus  happily  and  eifectu- 
ally  concluded,  the  meeting  broke  up.  The  earl  of 
Fingall,  Lord  Southwell,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  • hen  left  their  seats,  and  were  re- 
tiring, when  gentlemen  from  the  head  police  office. 


who  had  been  for  some  time  present,  rose  to  ad- 
dress lord  Fingall. 

Many  persons  at  first  imagined  that  these  were  ca- 
tholics desirous  to  deliver  speeches,  and  as  the  meet- 
ing had  adjourned,  no  attention  was  paid  to  them. 

Alderman  Pemberton  and  Mr.  Hare,  two  of  tliose 
police  magistrates,  were  evidently  much  embarras- 
sed. The  noise  of  mixed  conversation  and  departing 
visitors,  completely  drowned  their  voice. 

At  length  some  gentlemen  recognized  them,  and 
apprized  lord  Fingall  of  the  ch*cumstauce;  his  lord- 
ship  had  just  reached  the  door,  but  instantly  re- 
turned. The  magistrate  not  knowing  his  person, 
fell  into  various  mistakes  in  this  respect,  and  ad- 
dressed several  members  successively  with  the  title 
of  “My  Lord.”  AA^ith  difficulty  they,  after  some 
time,  (and  with  thelielp  of  catholic  gentlemen)  ad- 
dressed lord  Fingall,  who  stood  upon  one  of  the 
benches,  in  expectation  of  being  addressed. 

The  meeting,  as  w e observed  already,  had  brok- 
en up;  the  business  had  been  concluded — ^no  object 
existed  calling  for  its  continuance,  and  therefore, 
no  chair  was  taken  or  called  for.  AVhat  followed 
was  merely  in  the  nature  of  a personal  conversation 
between  lord  Fingall  and  Air.  Hare,  in  a corner  of 
the  I’oom. 

Mr.  Hare  then  said,  I understand  I have  the  ho- 
nor of  addressing  lord  Fingall.  I wish  to  state  my 
purpose  of  coming  to  this  meeting:  [Loud  cries  of 
— ^the  business  is  concluded.]  I wish  to  state  the 
fact — [Cries  of — too  late,  too  late.]  I hope  I shall 
have  the  honor  of  a hearing.  [Cries  of — the  meet- 
ing is  over.]  I trust  youi*  lordship  will  not  refuse 
me  a hearing. 

Lord  Fingall — Sir;  I am  no  longer  in  the  chair; 
and  1 now  speak  only  as  an  individual. 

Mr.  Hare — I wish  to  state  my  object  in  coming* 
here.  I came  here  as  magistrate  on  an  information 
which  I received,  that  the  general  committee  of  the 
catholics  of  Ireland  were  to  be  as.sembled  here  this 
day.  As  soon  as  the  chair  was  taken,  a person,  who 
had  been  placed  here  for  the  purpose,  came  to  me 
to  apprize  me  of  the  fact,  and  I walked  immediately 
here  to  disperse  the  assembly,  conceiving  the  meet- 
ii\g  to  be  unlawful.  [Loud  and  general  cries  of— 
too  late,  too  late.]  I hope  that  you  are  perfectly 
convinced  that  I did  not  mean  to  offer  the  slightest 
personal  disrespect  to  the  feelings  of  any  individual, 
but  to  discharge  a public  duty.  My  object  is  effected 
as  you  now  disperse;  but  I wish  to  say,  that  the  very 
moment  I heard  that  the  chair  was  taken,  I walked 
liere  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  this  meeting. 

Lord  Fingall — Sir,  I am  no  longer  in  the  chair,  I 
am  only  as  an  individual  here. 

Air.  Hare  liaving  made  some  observations  which 
W’’as  not  lie.anl  by  our  reporter. 

The  hon.  All*.  Barnewall  stepped  forward  and 
spoke  the  following  words: 

Sir,  I think  myself  called  upon  to  come  forward 
as  a member  of  the  catholic  body  and  the  son  of  a 
catholic  nobleman,  to  assm'e  you,  that  none  among 
us,  from  the  peer  to  the  ploughman,  wi^li  to  shew 
any  disrespect  to  the  government  and  the  magis- 
trates of  this  kingdom,  but  that  we  are  all  deter- 
mined to  join  hand  in  hand  with  our  fellow  subjects 
of  every  religious  persua.sion,  in  ihe  defence  of  our 
country,  to  the  last  drop  of  our  blood. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  two  of  the  head  constables 
of  this  district  applied  for  admittance  at  twenty  mi- 
mites  before  eleven,  were  actually  admitted',  and 
were  conducted  to  seats  in  the  gallery  by  Alessr.s. 
Alurphy,  Alacon  and  Dromcoole,  members  of  die 
sub-committee  of  arrangement)  and  skt  there  quiet- 
ly throughout  the  entire  scene. 
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Thus  ended  the  business  of  this  memorable  day  to  ’ 
the  satisfaction  and  delightof  every  lover  of  religions 
liberty;  a glorious  day  to  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, who,  on  this  occasion,  attended  to  perform 
his  duty! — a delightful  day  for  every  honest,  honor- 
able Irishman!  

New  Island. 

The  island  lately  formed  by  volcanic  eruption- 
about  2 miles  W.  of  St.  Michaels,  has  been  named 
“Sabrina  Island,”  by  captain  Tillard  of  the 
British  sloop  of  war  Sabrina,  who  landed  on  the 
island  the  4th  of  July  (the  eruption  having  ceased) 
and  took  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty.  They  found  it  very  steep;  its  height 
no  less  than  200  or  300  feet;  the  ground,  or  rather 
the  ashes,  composed  of  sulphurous  dross  of  iron, 
&c.  The  whole  island  (in  circumference  from  2 to 
3 miles)  is  however  but  a crater,  and  it  was  conjec- 
tured, would  soon  break  out  again,  In  the  place 
where  this  island  has  appeared  the  water  was 
formerly  240  feet  deep. 

[The  following  account  of  the  above  remarkable 
occurrence  in  natural  history,  though  partially  re- 
lated before,  will  be  read  with  some  interest.  It  was 
communicated  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Palla- 
dium by  a gentleman  recently  arrived  from  St. 
Michaels.] 

“In  the  first  part  of  June  last,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  island  of  St  Michaels  were  much  alarmed  and 
astonished  by  the  appearance  of  smoke,  which  ap- 
parently issued  from  the  earth,  spread  over  the 
western  part  of  the  island,  and  continued  for  the 
space  of  two  days.  This  smoke  was  so  strongly 
. impregnated  with  a sulphurous  quality,  that  the 
residents  of  that  part  of  the  island  were  nearly  suf- 
focated. At  the  expiration  of  the  above-mentioned 
time  an  immense  eruption  was  discovered  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  whose  depth  at 
that  place  was  50  fathoms,  at  about  6 leagues  dis- 
tance from  the  principal  toNvn  or  village  of  St.  Mi 
chael,  called  Posa  Delgada,  and  one  mile  from  the 
shore.  This  eruption  continued  for  two  days  more, 
emitting  nothing  but  fire  and  smoke,  which  appear- 
ed spread  as  much  as  three  miles  round  its  vicinit)^, 
and  then  disappearing  entirely  for  the  space  of  only 
a few  hours,  when  it  again  commenced  its  volcanic 
vomitings  one  league  further  to  the  westward,  in 
the  same  direction  from  the  shore. 

“Now  was  to  be  seen  one  of  the  most  hwful  and 
ipagnificent  sights  that  the  eye  of  man  ever  beheld. 
Let  the  reader  picture  to  his  glowing  imagination 
a tremendous  marine  volcano  in  its  most  violent 
operations;  casting-  forth  continually  immense 
bodies  of  sparkling  fire,  beautifiilly  variegated  with 
the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  intermixed  with  rising  vo- 
lumes of  smoke,  at  the  same  time  very  large  rocks 
are  seen  ascending  to  an  astonishing  perpendiculai' 
height,  till  their  force  being  spent  they  return  with 
increasing  velocity,  to  regain,  as  it  were,  their  for- 
mer watery  station;  then  let  him  add  the  terrific 
thunderings  of  the  greatest  naval  battle  that  was 
ever  fought;  and  he  will  have  a complete  descrip- 
tion of  this  “awfully  sublime”  spectacle. 

“This  last  eruption  lasted  about  six  days.  When 
it  subsided  and  the  smoke  disappeared,  a small  island 
was  discovered  in  that  place,  composed  of  rocks 
cemented  together  by  the  lava,  similaf  to  that  which 
comes  from  burning  mountains  Thi.s  island  is 
supposed  to  be  about  one  mile  in  circumference  and 
nearly  round;  having  a large  bason  of  water  in  the 
centre  apparently  half  a mile  in  circumference. 


“During  the  continuance  of  this  monstrous  effort 
of  nature,  numerous  shocks  of  earthquakes  were 
felt  over  the  whole  island.  The  only  damage  done 
that  we  know  of,  was  the  overthrow  of  seven  small 
stone  houses,  on  the  western  part  of  the  island, 
which  were  entirely  demolished.  The  occupants 
were  obliged  to  decamp  very  suddenly,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  habitations. 
A visit  to  the  new  island  was  contemplated  to  be 
had  immediately.  The  result  of  this  visit  will,  no 
doubt,  prove  highly  interesting  to  the  philosopher, 
as  well  as  important  to  the  navigator. 

The  impatient  curiosity  of  ♦liree  gentlemen  was 
very  near  being  paid  with  tlie  loss  of  their  lives.—* 
In  attempting  a v-sit  previous  to  the  termination  of 
the  eruption, they  were,notwithstanding  their  gi-eat- 
est  efforts,  drawn  by  an  overpowering  suction  of  air 
about  half  a mile  as  they  supposed,  into  the  im- 
mense body  of  surrounding  smoke.  Thev  rmained 
one  hour  and  a half,  much  frightened  by  their  peri- 
lous situation.  When  at  length,  the  glorious  light 
of  Heaven  again  shone  upon  them,  they  were  much 
surprised  to  find  their  faces,  hands,  clothes  and  sails, 
quite  blackened,  and  the  deck  of  their  vessel  en- 
tirely covered  more  than  an  inch  with  a coarse  black 
cinder  like  those  found  in  a blacksmith’s  shop.  This 
new  island  is  in  lat.  37, 46,  long.  25,  53. 

“It  is  not  yet  ascertained  whether  a vessel  can  or 
cannot  pass  through  between  this  new  island  and 
the  old  land.  This  and  many  other  particul^s  will 
be  the  fruits  of  the  expected  navigation  of  tliis  won- 
derful gift  of  old  Neptune.” 


Curious  Phenomenou. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  about  12  o’clock  at  noon, 
says  a Dublin  paper,  the  following  remarkable  ap- 
pearance showed  itself  near  Moimt  Congrave: — 

Although  the  day  was  calm  and  very  sultry,  yet 
at  that  point  of  the  river,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
Long  Reach,  there  arose  a violent  whirlwind, 
which  caused  the  water  to  be  ruffled,  and  the  waves 
to  roll  uncommonly  high.  The  commotion,  after 
a few  minutes,  produced  a vdiirlpool,  whose  diame- 
ter nearly  equalled  the  breadth  of  the  rivei*,  which 
carried  the  water  to  a great  height  in  a perpendicu- 
lar line,  and  rendered  the  bottom  of  the  river  plain- 
ly visible  to  the  spectators.  It  was  fortunate  that 
no  boats  came  within  the  gi-asp  of  the  whirlpool,  in 
whose  bosom  they  would  have  inevitably  been  en- 
tombed, for  the  assistance  of  sails  and  the  plying  of 
oars  could  have  availed  them  nothing.  The  fisher- 
men that  were  at  some  distance  in  tlie  small  boats, 
were  so  much  alarmed,  that  they  dropped  their  em-. 
ployment,  and  with  all  possible  speed  sought  the 
banks  of  the  river,  where  they  remained  until  tlie 
wind  ceased,  and  the  phenomen  vanished. 


dj'  The  following  explanation  appears  due  to  the 
patrons  of  the  IIegisteb,  and  may  prevent  some 
anxiety  and  trouble  in  future: 

Of  the  first  four  numbers  of  the  REOiSTETt,  2500 
copies  were  printed — at  No.  5,  the  copies  were 
increased  to  3000 — at  No.  9,  to  3500,  the.  quantity 
at  this  time  worked  off.  A second  edition  of  Nos.  1, 
2,  3,  4,  (and  the  supplement  to  No.  4)  is  now  com- 
pleted, and  to  subscribers,  who  have  not  received 
them,  were  carefully  forwarded  last  week.  As 
leisure  permits,  we  shall  proceed  to  re-print  Nos. 
5,  6,  7,  and  8, — but  wishing  to  publish  sever.al 
supplements  wliile  the  present  pressy.re  of  matter 
continues,  those  desirous  of  pos'sossi ng  a comnlete 
file,  immediately  after  subscription,  must  secure  it  by 
a speedy  application.  EDITOR. 
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-I  wish  no  other  herald 


“ No  other  spe  tker  of  7711/  living  acticns, 

“To  keep  mine  lionor  from  corrupt  ion 
“ Bui  such  an  hoaesti  chronicler.” 

Shakupeat'e — TiENiiy  viir. 
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Legislature  of*  Pennsylvania. 


?,IeSSAGE  of  TUK  GOVEUNOTl  OF  PEXN S YLVAXI A TO 

THE  OENEHAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH, 

3)>;LlTEHEn  ON  THE  FII  . H INSTANT,  AT  TWELVE 

o’clock. 

To  i/ie  Semite  and  House  of  Uep7^es6nUitives  bf  the 
Comnumivealth  uf  Pennsylvauiit 
FELLOW  CJTIZENS 

Through  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence  you 
are  permitted  to  assemole  und  to  deliberate  on  the 
concerns  of  the  commoiuvealth  in  peace  and  tran- 
quility. In  the  commeticeinent  of  the  dischaige 
of  the  important  dulit  s devolved  upon  us,  permit  me 
to  join  witli  you  in  sentiments  of  sincere  gratitude 
to  that  kind  Pr  ivid-nce  who  has  favored  us  with  a 
continuance  of  internal  peace  and  prosperity,  with 
abundant  pro.’Uicuons  of  the  earth  -and  a gener.d 
prevalence  of  health  throughout  our  counuv. — 
tlrateful  for  these  bl.’ssings,  Ic'  us  look  to  him  tiiat 
formed  anti  can  cuiUrol  diehmn.m  muul — 10  direct 
to  such  public  measures  as  will  best  promote  tiie 
»eal  siibblantial  liappmess  and  prosperity  of  bur 
eountry.  The  commmucaTion  rec'  ntly  made  to 
Qongress  t>y  tiie  president  of  the  UniVet^  States,  and 
Voluminous  documents  accomp.mying  the  same, 
ivliich  no  doubt  you  have  all  read  with  a teniion 
and  solicitude,  exhibit  but  a gloomy  prospect. — 
Amidst  this  gloom,  however,  it  is  with  just  pride 
and  ple.asure  tve  notice  the  firm,  ’-lie  candid  and 
imp-i'iial  conduct  of  the  e.xecutive  owards  the  two 
CondiCling  powers  who  have  violated  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  common  right.  The  justicej  impar- 
tiality and  forbearance  of  the  United  S'aies,  will  be 
matter  of  wonder  and  .ipprobation  to  a candid  w . lu, 
and  a lasting  monument  to  the  honor  of  a free 
republican  government.  While  it  neutr.iltzes  the 
poison  of  cahiimiy,  it  inspires  conli  teuce,  ami  it 
must  unite  the  hearts  and  hands  of  all  true  Arne- 
ricans  la  support  of  tneir  governmeat,  in  evi.ry 
measure  it  lu.y  uUimi'ely  adopt  for  tlie  nl?.nte- 
Tiance  of  our  rights  or  to  avenge  oUr  wrongs.  If, 
in  the  course  of  events,  a last  a{)|jeal  must  be  made 
to  arms,  we  may  with  confidence  rely  on  tiie  v^>lor 
and  p.itvioiisni  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylv.mia,  to 
unite  With  their  fellow-citizens  of  other  staled  m 
supporting  the  honor  and  independence  of  our 
beioved  co'.miry.  It  is  matter  of  satisfaction  to  per- 
ceive that  one  of  the  belligerents  has  evinced  a dis- 
position to  respect  our  neutral  righis;  and  aIihou^,li 
that  government  has  still  left  strong  ground  for 
comphunt,  yet  what  it  lias  done  jubtifies  a iiope  tiiat 
it  is  a prelude  to  measures  of  ample  justice.  On 
the  part  of  the  other  belligerent,  scarcely  a symptom 
appe  .rs  warrant  an  expectation  of  an  amic  ible 
adjustmertt.  To  tlie  general  government  we  look 
for  that  wisdom  in  council  and  persevering  energy 
®f  action  which  will  cause  that  power  to  respect  all 
our  rights  and  redress  our  injuriesj  and  especially 


tiiat  of  iiTipr  SMMg  oiir  se:.nien.  do  ciesj  oU  us  of* 
tlie  fruits  of  our  lionest  mdasiry  and  itgii  m.,te  en« 
terpfize,  is  palpably  unjus' — but  lo  en.-livo  un 
Aniericaii  citizen,  .uid  cornpi  l,  by  the  gallaiglashp 
brotlier  to  slam  liis  iiaiid.s  with  brother’s  idoodj-.'-ia 
ad  ling  in.sult  and  crueitv  to  injustiCt — and  ItampA 
ling  in  the  uu.'t  the  most  precious  ..nd  e-sr-hl i d aU 
trib.ite  of  a free  .-ud  inaep'  iident  nai.oUi  D roully 
deprecating  the  misiries  ch  sol  uing  W,.r-'^pru,. 
dence  imperiously  suggests  t!ie  propriety  and  iha 
necesvi  y of  preparing  to  meet  every  event  Thia 
consiaerution  will  nauiraii)  lead  your  aUelillt  n ttJ 
the  revision  of  our  militia  svstem.  I cafinot  K-.  Ui;3 
often  repeated  that  a weji  oigvidz- d,  v.eii 
lined,  and  wdl  .ippointed  md.’i.i,  is  the  only  legitU 
mate,  efficient  ami  safe  de'enc  of  a free  repubiicail 
government.  It  is  generally  ackiiowlevlgc  d the  pre-* 
sent  system  is  malen.  ily  d'.fective,  and  (he  repeat- 
ed essays  of  the  legisU  ure  on  that  important  sub- 
ject, proves  the  difficulty  of  forcing  a system  thati 
Will  beeffeclive  in  iis  operation,  without  being  op.s 
pressive  to  the  citizens, — Ln  dot,  hovvtver,  difficuU 
ty  deter;  rather  let  it  stimulate  to  eXTiion  for  the 
completion  of  so  iivd;spen-able  an  object;  While  bn 
this  subject,  it  is  my  (huy  to  slate  to  }ou,  that 
'he  public  arms  not  cli.stnbnled,  are  sufii'riiig  niale'* 
ri  il  injuiy  m cons  qnence  of  no  iegal  provision  being 
made  to  k^ep  them  from  eor  ■ ding  taid-— nor  are 
those  wiiidi  Jvv.  been  diotribu'--!  (exc.  fn  vuch  aS 
ire  in  liie  lunris  of  voluflieer  ass(;ci;;ii.  n } m .»  bet- 
ter condition,  because  of  »iio  in  nfdi  ; cy  cf  the 
regimental  funds,  from  tlte  Ward  o'  a judicinus  final 
arrangement  of  the  fines  Wh  • Collecied,  as  wtU  as 
the  irregul  -v  manner  of  thei,  coll- cton.  Frequent 
■ipplicaions  i),.ve  neen  made  by  volunieea’ comp.mieiS 
for  rifles;  the  applicants  ooui  ; not  he  gratified,  be- 
cause there  ..r.e  no  nfles  in  pos.se.ssicn  of  the  com- 
monwealth, To  yoti  is  submitted  ihe  importancti 
and  proprUt  y of  making  provision  to  m et  sUch  ap-« 
plications.  The  discipline  of  tiie  niilili.-  is  niatC^ 
rially  aflkcted  by  the  frequent  change  of  i.  fficers^ 
arising  from  re.s'ignations,  genertlly  v.cc  slored  by 
the  expencc.  to  winch  the}  are  exposed  in  uniform^ 
Ing,  erpiipping,  iuKi  time  m learning  the  mihtai;  art. 
Perhaps  a small  compensation  from  the  state  fof 
such  sacrifices,  or  an  exemption  from  hiiVitar\  duty 
after  a faithful  performance  of  tlieir  duties  as  offis 
cers  for  a given  period  of  y"‘'»rs,  m.ight  probably  ob- 
viate the  evil. 

To  the  subject  of  education  I woulrl  again  invitb 
your  serious  attention;  of  its  ben  Ticial  efii-ct.s  upotl 
moral  and  political  hnstllunons,  I need  not  enlarge; 
To  ig’norancv.,  our  prison.'i,  our  penitential’}  snu  poor 
iiouses  are  principariy  indebted  for  their  liihabd aids* 
The  value  of  education  is  mcalcul  bly  enJianced  ini 
a government  of  the  peopl»,  such  as  our,-,  wheitS 
every  citizen  may  be  called  in  hi.s  turn  to  k-gislate 
or  to  execute.  A general  difiusion  of  kimv  ledge 
can  alone  insure  and  perpetuate  our  repubiicau  in- 
stittuions;  without  a ctjmpeient  portiiin  of  mfor' 
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Ttia  lon,  n iti<  lEil  liSei’ty  cannot  be  re.iliZ.  .1, — >t  c is- 
es  indeed  to  be  a b!es>int; — if  <l':‘g«  nerafcs  .nu>  lie  *n 
tiousoess.  Y.Mir  pre  U c'-ssors  h .V’  in.uie  soine  pn> 
g*!*  ss  ill  the  busine  ss,  but  not  to  liie  extent  of  tiie 
ConstitQtioH.-il  injunction. 

Th.  [)i-eseni  emu  uv  i.ssini^  state  of  our  foreit^n  r-'- 
latioiu , cuuinj^'  off  die  sources  of  -ur>ph  r.s  of  m inu- 
factuivs  f'orn  ebr.)  sd,  which  we  vvere  m the  h hi;  of 
imp  rill’.;,  will  iv.'cess  iniy  lead  your  p-o-ricui  i-  ai- 
teii<ioii  to  tho  encouragement  of  our  own  m'n.uf.c- 
tures  Ti»e  importance  of  tli.^  suojec  w.u  receiv: 
additioimi  force  from  ike  recoli._c  ion  of  ihefr  queuf 
recurrence  of  manufacuiniig  estaniisiirnents  being 
de.smncd  by  fi-e,  .u  i from  hose  unforlunate  events 
being  comitcied  with  circumstances  wnich  excite 
strong  susprcio  IS  Uiit  mceiuuaries  have  been  ein- 
plo^^ed  to  perform  the  work  of  destruction,  and 
check  the  euterpnziog  spirit  of  our  an  izans.  Food 
and  raiment  are  indi.speivsable  to  the  pre.>ei  valion  of 
real  practicable  independence.  I’lie  fertility  of  our 
soil,  and  the  nidustrv  of  our  husb  indm^  nj  afford  .m 
ampie  supply  of  he  former;  the  skill  an  i enterprise 
of  our  artiz  ins,  wit  h the  abundant  supply  of  mate- 
rials which  our  cotimry  dfords,  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  the  latter,  and  only  want  the  fostering  hand 
and  patronage  of  government  to  ip  dee  us  in  the 
true  and  most  unlimued  sense  ot  the  word,  an  inde- 
pen'ient  n.ation.  In  the  midst  of  emb ‘rra-SNiiients 
occa.sioned  by  the  interdiction  of  commerce,  it  is  a 
consolatory  idea,  tliat  those  very  emb.atTassments 
have  a tendency  to  wean  our  citizens  from  a too  ar- 
dent pursuit  of  foreign  coimnercial  speciil  itions,  and 
invites  their  attention  to  the  exploration  of  the  in- 
ternal re-^ources  of  our  own  coumry;  and  wo  view 
them  with  pleasure  directing  the  force  of  tlieir  ge- 
nius,  their  enterprize,  and  theii  capital  to  improve- 
ments in  igncuhiiie  and  manufactures,  wliidi  must, 
if  persevered  in,  ultimately  convert  a transient  ca- 
Inmny  into  a permanent  substantial  national  utl- 
vant.ige. 

Years  of  experience,  purchased,  it  is  true,  at 
great  expence,  must  convince  us  that  foreign  com- 
merce is  a good  but  of  a secondary  nature,  and  th  a 
happiness  and  prosperity  must  be  sought  for  within 
the  limits  of  our  own  country  and  not  in  foreign 
connections.  M iral  honesty  among  individuals  is 
bur  too  rare;  moral  honesty  in  goveriimenss,  espe- 
cially thos-"  founded  on  violence  and  wrong,  is  vi- 
Sion  iry.  The  importance  of  the  subject  upon  winch 
I h .re  been  addressing  you  is  too  p.tlpabie  to  require 
argunieius  to  enfmee  it,  and  will  command  ihat  por- 
tion  of  your  deliberation  wiiicli  it  deserves.  Inti- 
mately connected  with  the  foregoing  subject  is  that 
of  improving  our  roads,  the  naviguion  of  our  rivers, 
and  opening  of  canals,  by  which  the  supplies  of  ar- 
ticl'.’s  produced  in  one  part  of  the  country,  m.iv  be 
tr.msported  to  .mo’her  with  cheapness  and  ficdi^y 
To  he  foimerof  these  subjects,  the  attention  of 
our  predecessors  has  been  directed  wi  li  considera- 
1*  effect.  The  liberality  of  tlie  last  legisUiuie,  in 
the  encouragemem  given  to  the  improvingof  roads, 
ant  Duil  ung  bn  Iges,  has  justly  received  the  g'=‘iier  1 
approbation  o^ie  people  of  this  commonwe  1th.-- 
These  m<mun#nts  of  public  libei- Ihy^  I h ,ppv 
to  say,  have  been  soeffec’m»Uy  supported  by  priva'e 
Wealth  and  individual  exertion,  th,»t  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  legisl  tore,  three  companies  have  had 
ch'rters  of  incorporation  granted  them  for  di 
kuil  iing  of  as  m ny  bridges  over  the  Su  .quehanin, 
at  M Cali  s ferry— at  Columbia— md  at  Sunhiirv 
On  reviewing  th.at  subject,  you  will  probably  dis 
cover  that  something  more  still  remains  to  be  done. 
Jbittle  yet  has  been  done  m cutting  cm  if  ; -o  th  >’ 
point  1 would  solicit  your  particular  attention.  The 


•’  l-erioi  ;ulv  .nl'iges  *)f  water  can  iage  are  too  well 

'a  'ersi  -o  : to  itqiiire  mucli  argmneiu  »o  prove  onto 
ilbi-uia'e  'hern.  'I'he  iniprrtance  of  such  imjUiiive- 
n.eut.s  T ill  be  greadx  enh.mced  by  recoilici iiig  that 
our  couii  rv  cm  be  most  effec  ti  .il\  .mnotedon  the 
sea  oo.inl. — .Maritime  and  hostile  nations  have  it 
in  tiirii;  pow'u*  not  only  to  interrupt,  but  almost 
‘i<-sti'oy,  our  coasting  trade,  rnd  cut  off'  the  tnde 
and  waier  commuiiicroion  between  the  states.  This 
evii  c:-n  done  be  avoided  by  opening  cuiuls;  and 
so  ouin.-nms  and  so  situated  are  I.ike.s,  rivers,  and 
lesser  stream^,  that  b\  exertions  worthy  the  magni- 
mdeand  in.nr.euse  advantages  of  the  object,  boll»  :ts 
it  regards  interest  and  safety,  water  cmiiniunications 
might  be  opened  so  as  to  connect  the  eastern  and 
western,  the  nortnern  and  southern  extremes  of  he 
United  States.  Tnis  sutijecl  has  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  our  sister  states.  Tue  state  of  New  York  is 
now  assiduoMsdy  enij>ioyed  m the  project  of  opening 
a water  communication  between  lake  Erie  and  dte 
Hudson  river.  Fivim  a view  of  llie  map  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  well  ns  from  information  derived  from  en- 
lightened and  scientific  men  who  have  explored  the 
country  with  i special  view  to  that  subject,  it  is 
co’.fidmlly  believed  that  lake  Erie  cm  with  less 
difficulty  and  expence,  be  connect'  d wdh  the  prin- 
cip.d  n ivigable  waters  of  the  state. — It  is  confident- 
ly hoped  that  the  government  will  not  be  inattentive 
to  the  importance  of  those  water  commumcatiotis 
which  have  been  mentioned.  There  is  one  wtucli 
may  be  considered  .as  a prelimin  ^ry  step  towards  the 
iccomplishment:  of  so  intere.s’‘mg  an  operation,  wiucli 
I conceive  is  completely  within  the  power  of  the 
state  to  effect,  .the  connection  of  the  Susqueh  nna 

with  the  Sciiuylkill  ,nd  Defivvare  rivers. 

A company  for  that  purpose  has  alreafly  been 
incorpor  led;  but,  in  all  probability,  without  ilie 
aid  of  the  stated  neither  tiie  exertions,  the  er/er- 
prize,  no, r the  resoiuces  of  the  company,  wdi  be 
adequate  to  the  object.  Some  consiuerahon,  I trust, 
will  be  bestowed  on  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
aiding  them  by  ;;  loan  of  money  upon  a moderate  in- 
terest, until  their  prospective  resources  can  be  bro’t 
into  action.  I am  persuaded  of  its  praciicabilit}'.  I'he 
object  is  worthy  of  legislativ  - a-d  and  patronage, 
and  it  would  be  honor. ble  even  to  have  failed  m so 
l;ui4able  an  attempt.  1 have  only  to  add  on  the  tore- 
goiDg^iibject  generally,— Thaljdume^t  ic  is  immense- 
ly more  valuable  thaii  foreign  commerce  as  it  re- 
guds  pecuni  ii’)  com dderutions;  and  in  a political 
View  it  becomes  still  more  enitanced:  it  would  form 
an  indissoluble  bond  of  un'ion:  it  would  forever  b.in- 
i.sh  toe  ide  - of  a separation  of  the  states:  it  Wuuld 
create  new  and  strong  ties  and  dependencies — new 
;uvi  reciproed  ..dvantages — and  excite  new  sympa- 
dites  and  affeclions  among  children  of  the  same 
American  family. 

'I'lie  iHgishiior,  as  well  as  the  moralist,  will  search 
for  the  sources  of  evil  either  felt  or  feared,  in  t|ie 
corrnp’ion  of  tiv  morahs  Midimmiiers  of  the  people, 
is  well  as  on  the  d-  fects  of  their  political  constitu- 
nts;  in  fact,  he  will  perceive  that.-  xliey  have  a ne- 
ces.sary  and  rec.pi-ocal  infinei-ce  on  each  other.  A 
r pnblic.in  legislator  Will  ex  imine  the  subject  with 
peculiar  interest,  because  lie  is  aware  ihd  the  sta- 
bility of  tiie  goyernmetii  vitpeiuls  not  only  on  the 
mfo.  mation  but  the  virtue  of  ihe  people.  There  are 
mdional  vices'  which  are  nothing  mori“  nor  less  than 
the  aggregate  vices  of  individuals,  which  invite  na- 
tioHol  puiiisiiment.  The  predominant  vices  of  our 
country  are  too  palp.>ble  to  require  a particular  de- 
tail— d'hese  few,  remarks  will  lead  your  att  ni ion  to 
dm  -evision  of  tl)e  lavs  for  the  suppr.ssion  ot' vice 
and  immorality.  They  are  either  too  lenient  iit 
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their  pen.dties,  or  tool^x  and  mnperfec'  in  'heir  pro- 
visions, t6  correct  or  control  the  progress  ot  moral 
depi  ivity. 

Tint  an  evil  of  any  considerable  m tgnitude  should 
exist  in  Pennsylvania,  without  an  appropriate  rem^'- 
dy,  need  only  ro  be  m viitioned  to  ensaire  your  early 
atlen'ion  Application  lias  lately  been  made  to  tii< 
Supreme  court,  by  the  attorney  general,  for  leave 
to  rtte  an  informatton,  m the-nature  of  a Q«o  fVav' 
ra?uo,  against  the  trustees  of  a certain  literary  insti- 
ttiiion,  for  their  misuse  of  a donation  made  them  by 
the  legislature.  Another  application  wis'mide  by 
the  same  ofljeer,  that  an  information,  in  the  n iture 
of  a Quo  IVarjwKo,  might  be  filed,  md  a rule  gr.ui  - 
ed,  o shew  cause  why  a certain  other  corporation 
should  not  be  dissolved,  for  abuse  of  its  powers. 
T . process  pr  ayed  for  was  refused  in  both  ca->es 
oil  'lie  ground  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdicuon. — 
Au  hentic  copies  of  the  proceedings  had  before  the 
court,  will  form  the  subject  of  a special  message. 

Rv  .1  law  passed  the  30th  day  of  January,  1810,  it 
is  enacted  tliat  tlie  robbery  or  I irceny  of  bank  notes 
of  my  incorporated  bunks,  sh  dl  be  punished  in  the 
Same  manner  as  the  robbery  or  Lrceny  of  any' goods 
or  chattels  of  equal  amount.  However  laudable  the 
intention  of  'liis  law  mav  have  been,  experience  has 
shewn  it  to  be  producuve  of  consequences  injurious 
to  property  ami  to  moraU  ; for,  agreeable  to  l e in- 
terpretation this  act  has  received  from  tiie  highest 


These  remarks  upon  particular  laws  lead  me  to 
some  reflections  on  our  system  of  criminal  juids- 
pnidence.  Though  its  general  excellence  i.s  ac- 
knowledged by  the  enlightened  statesman  and  pf-i'. 
lanthropist,  yet  it  is  evidently  defective  in  arrange- 
menr.  By  progressive  legislation  our  criminal  laws 
at  this  lime  amount  to  more  th  *n  fifty.  The  dist.int 
iiUei  V}(ls  of  lime  at  which  different  provisions  for 
similar  subjects  have  been  enacted;  thev.rietyof 
p^mal  or  prohibitory  clauses  interspersed  in  statutes, 
which  otherwise  relate  to  matters  of  a civil  nature  i 
the  multiplicity  of  complex  reference  from  one  act 
to  another  ; the  partial  repeals  of  laws  and  sections 
of  laws,  connected  with  otliers  of  a subsequent  date ; 
die  difficulty  of  collecting  from  fractional  parts  of 
various  acts,  tlie  meaning  of  the  legislature  so  as  to 
produce  one  lucid  whole,  create  much  embarraas- 
mem,  and  destroy  that  perspicuity  which  is  is  one  of 
the  most  important  characteristics  of  a good  penal 
code.  'File  confusion  occasioned  by  these  several 
cause,  has  frequently  perplexed , the  enqnii'ies  of 
m n the  most  accustomed  to  judicial  research,  and 
too  often  rend.ered  the  subject  of  legislative  firo* 
visions,  totally  unintelligible  to  the  generality  of  our 
citiz  -ns.  It  is  respectfully  conceived,  that  lii  Penn- 
sylvania, claiming  among  her  sons,  tliose  from  wiiotn 
has  emanated  the  ameliorating  spirit  of  this  interest- 
ing or  inch  of  our  polity,  there  cannot  be  warning 
that  portion  of  an  enlightened  and  benign  zeal  whic.h 
may  be  necessary  for  its  attaimment  to  a still  higher 
state  of  p'*rl’ection. 


ju  '.icial  lurhoritv,  it  is  necessary  in  all  cases  of  pro- 

ser.uUon  under  it  tostale  in  the  imiicunent  .hat  ti.ej  w,„|e  the  subject  of  criminal  inrisprndence, 
notes  stol  -n  »re  tne  notes  of  nn  inco.  por  ited  bank  : the  suL-jrestion  m.,de  to  a late 

»no  as  ,t  ,s  r-qu,s,te  that  ail  the  niatenal  alleRttt™siu.gi5|„,„pei  “trhether  the  su' .stitution  of  inipnson- 
in  ,n  ,nd,ctment  she«ld  beprot^-d<mihetnal,  con-|^^,,P  print-  i.fe,  or  any  other  punishn.et.t,  «,,uld 
y, ettons  are  there  , V. entered  difficult  and  sometitnes^;^^  .veofless  evil  society,  than  the  pun. sli- 

imnr.cuoable.  lie.k  notes  ot  all  the  stales  m the  ,u^  attention 


union  are  occasion  til\  fimnd  in  circnl.ttion  ; and  to 


quesnon  meriting  the  attentioa 

, rt.  I I humane  and  cnliglred  legislators.”  Without 

req  ure  the  p,,,secut:„,;.,lftcer  to  m k-  pro,.  ...  .my  ,|„s  e.,i,,t;i.teued  period  of  our  policy, 

of  the  -our,soF  j,isl.ce  ,o  .h.sco.n^noiiivealih  ot  tne  b,,  ar^uit,  IVm.liar  to  you  .11,  to  „n- 

actual  .ncorpomionof  a u.„,k  ...  .S  mih  . In, .,  .Ji'  p, suVeestu.n,  1 may  be  permitted  to  state 
in  ny  other  distant  stut  *,  is  altendt-u  v.  tdi  fibvffin.^  impidrlant  f'C,  that  in  Penns\  ivania,  coniaining 

and  sometimes  ins.irmmm.aolc  dirhcilliys.  I f,ne  million  of  souls,  only  un-  person  ha» 

restriction  of  the  act  m qu  sdon  to  no(-s  of  banks  convicted  of  the  crime  of  wdful  murder,  for 

Peimsylva.iia,  might,  peril  p.s,  make  it  less  excep-L,,^  period  of  two  ye.o-s  and  an  b df  p ist.  Tlie  m- 
tionaole.  Thus  restricieu;  it  would  still  tend  to  •'’e-jfg,.gpj.gg  obvious — either  that  “the  habit.s,  mm- 
CHre  one  of  Its  p incipalopi  'C(.s,  and  prev-nt  the  evils  religious  opinions  of  a respectable  number 

which  havespmng,  fudmay  yet  sprmg,  from  tneex-,„,  onr  citizens  make  them  recoil  from  being  in  any 
istence  or  formation,  within  this  state,  ol  un.iutho-i  .nstrumeniai  in  bringing  to  the  bar  of  jnsiice. 
nsed  banking  associations.  jtestiiying  against,  or  convicting  a fellow  being. 

By  the  9th  section  of  the  act  passed  the  ll'h  of' when  they  know  the  consequence  of  that  conviction 
March,  1809,  persons  indicted  for  any  criminal  of-i is  to  be  the  death  of  the  criminal;”  or  that  the 
fence  in  the  m lyor’s  court  of  the  city  of  Bnihidel-icrime  of  wilful  murder  is  seldom,  if  at  ail,  coui- 
phia,  in  addition  to  the  privilege  they  enjoy,  of  re-indtt'.d  in  Pennsv Ivaiii  t.  And  th  it  to  use  th'=‘  1 n- 
rnoving  the  same  into  tlie  snprem»'*  cour , h ive  triejgu  ige  of  a philanthropic  co mniittee,  contained  in 
right  forthwith  to  demand  tiiat  such  in  lictment  bei  i report  on  the  journal  of  one  of  j our  houses,  “the 
removed  to  the  court  of  qn  irter  sessions  of  Ihe^propitious  period  li.as  now  arrived  for  giving  he 
eounty  of  Pliiladelphia,  there  to'be  pniceeded  on  aiitl,  lust  stamp  of  gre  dness  nid  humanity  to  the  cna- 
tried.  The  operation  also  of  this  law  h. is  been  found } r.icter  of  Pennsylvania.” — Snail  it  "then  be  s iid 
to  produce  embarrassment,  del ly,  and  not  unfre-jtlut  in  Pemisylv uila,  where  triumph  tlie  purest 
tMiently  the  entire  failure  of  justice.  The  guilty  | principles  of  legisUtion,  revenge  and  biood  shall 
party,  dfeading  tiie  moment  of  trial,  rem'>ves  th- i longer  stain  her  code  ol'  l.iws  El  Vite  l i.s  is  her 
’ ■’  ‘ ’ 'cliaracter  for  humnulj,  there  ii  yet  p«rinitted  to 

remain  one  oth.-r  stain  on  the  otherwise  fair  and  be- 
nifn  features  of  her  polity.  1'  ;e  galling-  yoke  of 
slavery  is  still  fell  bv  some  of  our  fellow  epeatnres  la 
different  p u-ts  of  this  commonwe  dtji,  and  its  jues- 
snre  is  made  tli  • more  severe  by  wlmessing  the  iup- 
piness  and  freedom  of  surr<mnding  multitn  les.— 

V recent  act  of  crudty  wiiiQh  c;me  un  ler  my 
notice,  and  which  aw:kened  feeiing.s  of  a pain- 
Tul  an  i distressing  natu  e,  will,  I irust,  excuse 
■ne  iiilrofl  ic  ion  ?o  vour  notic(^  of  a suiiject  so 
very  inUresung  to  the  wlioie  human  family,  anti. 


indictment  when  the  public  officer  is  prepared  to 
call  it  up  for  trial.  Tliat  the  accused  shonl  < h <ve 
the  right  thus  to  interrupt  the  proceedings,  without 
any  previous  notice,  and  remove  them  to  a court,  no<^ 
of  superior,  but  of  co-ordinate  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tions, without  alleging  any  re  tson  for  sucii  removal, 
is  such  a novelty  in  juri.spnidence,  and  attended 
tvith  so  many  inconveniences,  that  I have  consi  tere  i 
it  an  important  duty  to  present  the  subject  to  ynm- 
consideration.  It  a repeal  be  not  deemed  s aiit  ii-'. . 
tlie  imposition  at  least  of  some  terms  upon  this  ngiv 
might  prove  an  ii.-'cidi  ameadment. 


m 
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mj^Yacing  facts  and  practices,  .palpaoiy  mcousis- 
Willi  liie  lenns  and  spirit  of  viiat  tnnaamen- 
t4l  ;.n.i  immiiiable  law  ot  reason,  “Uiat  all  men  are 
bo  i ti  1 ree  rt  n a i qn  • I 

Tne  several  raws  for  the  sale  of  unappropriated 
Jan  .s,  wiuiiii  III.;  puichase  of  176»,  ana  preceding 
puicq.ises,  require  amenumem.  It  has  long  been 
mailer  of  regret,  ihai  ilie  benevolent  intention  of 
tue  stale,  oy  iowenwg  die  price  of  her  lands,  and. 
^hereby  o.  iiiging  the  acquisiuon  of  real  es'.ate  with- 
in tnc  means  of  ill-;  poo.  ^^improvement  and  actual 
residence  oeuig  a necessary  pre-requisite  to  |.he  ob- 
ta  lb  g ot  a v/aiTan.)  tias  in  a great  measure  been 
aele  .a.a  o}  dr.  er«f  y spec u I *. tor,  wno,  by  suoorning 
iiie  ig  lorr  .1,1  »r  coi  rupi,  obtams  a lule  from  the 
5Ui.e,  wiili  -ui  u.  Vii-g  brougiit  ms  claim  within  the 
ppiriland  inemiing  oi  the  l.'tws. 

Uuaer  .1  mistaken  ajfpiication  by  tiieland  officers, 
of  the  pr  Visions  of  liic  law  of  the  3a  of  April,  1792, 
{oil  l ibg  for  sale  vacant  unappropriated  lanas)  to 
toe  -ws  i>>  17bo  and  178o,  uy  winch  Utter  laws, 
Were  set  apai;t  ana  .ppi  op  laled  a tract  of  country 
north  una  west  of- the  riVcrs  Ohio  and  Aiieghan.v, 
for  tile  redemption  of  depreciation  lertiiicutes,  a loss 
lias  been  susiained  uy  tiie  common  wealth,  ucttiai 
settlers  on  liius..^  appropriaied  Unas  having  (under 
the  law  of  Uie  3a  April,  1792}  obuuied  warrants, 
find  .-.onie  of  them  pa  erUs,  wiiiiout  having  refunded, 
as  w.is  d.r‘Cied  by  iaw,  Uieii-  .lue  proportion  of  up- 
wards of  lljOtjO  dolls,  paia  oy  the  state  for  surveying 
tiiose  lands,  The  legisUiure,  it  is  preso.med,  will 
perceive  the  necessiiy  of  conilrming  sucii  atles  as 
were  grained  in  mistake,  ana  aisb  of  pi  ^sciibing 
some  mode  whereby  settUis  cm  other  such  Unds 
play  obiam  leg  d luies  t‘n,u.  aie  commonwealth. 

Ov\  Mg  to  tiie  circiLmsutiice  of  the  offices  of  mas- 
ter of  roils  nbl  recorder  ot  oeeus  for  tue  county  of 
F..ii  drlpbii,  h tvuig  bren  o one  ame  vested  in  tiie 
same  p .i’.sun,  sta  e pap  - s jiid  {lapers  of  a local  na- 
tu;e  vi  ve  -eui  p;  imiscu.iusiy  recorded,  in  the  same 
book, ; some  or  vv.ticn  nooks  remain  m ihe  office  of 
the  >,;u  : ieeord.r  of  deeds,  ana  some  leriiaih  in  tia 
|ando!n  .e.  That  i.  uai  mmculLy  is  causea  by  suen 
4 stam  ot  tmngs  1$  evident,  and  needs  legislative 

Tiie  commissioners  appointed  by  your  predeces 
^ors  to  view  the  several  roads  lea.  ing  from  tiarris 
burg  to  Pittsburg,  iiave  nude  a report  as  they  were 
by  iaw  directed  to  ao,  wLucii  wdl  be  1 ud  bef  ore  you 

The  venerable  mdian  chief  to  whom  your  prede- 
cessora  granted  for.y  lollais  innneaiaieiy,  and  forty 
doilivs  yearly  durmg  afe,  a,d  not  live  to  enjoy  that 
truly  l.udable,  and  by  inrn,  well  merited  remunera- 
tion, for  m aiy  uh  . luiportmt  services  rendered  he 
giate  during  ihe  levoiu  lon.iry  war  : he  died  shortly 
betore  ffie  p;.^Sige  of  me  iaw,  M y I be  permitted 
to  invite  tii;;  present  h-gisiamre  to  extend  by  small 
donation  to  nis  smis,  a poi  non  of  ihat  benevoieui 
feeling  wnich  pervaded  t <e  last  geiveral  assembly, 
when  consid-ering  thec.iseof  tiieir  ancestor, 

Tnere  are  oiher  subjects  widen  will  present  them- 
selves ip  your  consideration.'  Among  these,  permit 
me  to  s.ty,*is  the  necessity  of  a law  tor  tue  conuriuing 
an  health  office  for  tiie  city  and  port  of  Piulaaeipiiia 
•—a  rigid  enforcement  of  tiie  provisions  of  tiie  ex- 
■>sting  law  inslrumeniai  in  preventing  the  intro- 
duction qt  cpnlagious  diseases  from  aoroad.  13 m 
the  provisions  in  that  iaw,  for  averting  die  dangers 
that  may  arise  from  domestic  causes,  are  genfr.'dly 
-considered  u>  be  inefficient.  The  interest  you  feei 
Ml  preserving  the  lives  and  securing  the  comfoiq  and 
bappinesB  of  so  itrge  a portion  of  our  citizen^,  wiii, 
it  is  presumed,  direct  Uie  application  of  apjiropriate 
i^em«dies ^ hcw  Uw,  w'.nch  the  exp i ration,  .v  the 


ena  of  ilie  present  session  of  the  legislature,  of  the 
present  law,  makes  necessary. 

13}  die  investiture  o;  §500,000  in  stock  of  the  bank 
of  Pannsylvania,  at  p..r,  uiu.er  the  act  continuing 
the  c ,arter  of  that  instimiion,  passed  tiie  14-lh  day 
of  February,  1809,  we  muy  with  safety  cal^ilate  oii 
an  addition  to  our  annual  revenue,  of  50,000  dollars^, 
that  institution  having  lately  paid  tiie  smie  a divi- 
dend of  ten  per  cent,  per  year.  This  addition  inde- 
pendently of  those  sources  of  revenue  from  whence 
were  derived  the  means  by  which  was  effected  the 
investiture  itself,  iinJ  which  are  not  yet  exhausted, 
as  will  appear  from  a rej3oi  t to  be  miu'»»-  by  the  ac- 
countant officers,  exhioiiing  a comprehensive  view 
d our  finance.s,  will,  at  a lime  when  ine  general  wel- 
fare seems  so  strongly  to  invite  it,  justily  a renewal 
of  a suggestion  to  a legislature,  in  whose  exertion 
for  the  promo  ion  of  the  puolic  good  I repose  impli- 
cit confidence,  “iliat  such  ample  means,  liberally^ 
but  judiciously  applied,  in  cutting  canals,  improving 
roads,  and  the  navig'.,tion  of,  rivers,  in  fostering  our 
infant  mv^nufiGUirt-s,  and  in  the  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge, Will  command  the  approbation  and  applause 
of  our  fellow  citizens.’* 

Such  duties  as  by  legisl.ative  injunction  devolved 
on  the  executive,  have  been,  I trust,  duly  performed. 
In  all  your  endeavors  to  promote  the  future  intei-est 
of  the  commonwealth,  be  assured  of  my  prompt  and 
zealous  co -operation. 

SVMON  SNYDER, 

Lancaster,  5th  December,  1811. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  oj  Spain  hy  Bonaparte. 

ABIlIllGEJ)  FROM  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

(continued  from  rage  222.) 

Siege  of  Zaragoza.  Bescripi.on  of  that  city.  Lc' 
gerni  of  our  lady  of  the  pillar.  Contempt  expressed 
by  French  -ivritevsfor  the  character  of  the  citizens,  he- 
febvre  uuempis  to  force  the  city  and  is  repulsed : he  is 
1 enforced  by  general  Verdier  from  Fampiavu,  and 
wins  To'ieio  Heroism  of  ihe  women!  coi  laess 
rita  The  French  bombard  ihe  city  ; they  attempt  to 
storm  itf  and  are  again  defeated.  'I'hey  cross  the  river, 
and  complete  ihe  investmeut  of  the  plaice.  Bultlements 
erected  ugi-'Msi  tie  gates  of  St.  Fugracia.  History  of 
'that  church  and  convent,  which  are  now  destroyed.  The 
French  truer  the  ciiy,  obtain  possession  of  half  of  it, 
and  are  finally  driven  out. 

Willie  the  patriots  were  thus  triumphont  in  An- 
aalusui,  tlieir  breiiiren  in  other  parts  of  the  penin- 
sula were  encountering  greater  danger  with  the 
same  spirit  and  resolution.  Early  in  .June,  before  it 
was  possible  that  any  plan  could  be  executed  for 
uefending  the  province,  the  French  dispatched  ge- 
neral Lefebvre  with  8000  infantry  and  9U0  hb>-§e 
from  jT’ainplona  .against  Zaragoza.  The  Marquis 
de  L;izan,  Palafox’s  elder  brother,  collectea  some 
armed  peasantiy,  and  attempted  to  oppose  Ihis^ 
army  in  the  neigliborliood  ot  'ruciela.  Such  a force 
was  unable  to  cope  with  regular  troops  in  the  open 
fiwid : they  were  compelled  to  retreat  to  tiie  vil- 
lage of  Malian,  and  there  suffered  a second  defeat, 
[June  13]  with  considerable  loss,  though  tlieir  po- 
sition was  supported  by  an  olive  grove,  betwee.n 
the  canal  of  Arragoh  on  tlieir  right,  and  the  village 
on  tlie  left.  Tiie  cluef  priso.oers  were  put  to  death ; 
the  French  generals  from  the  beginning  of  this  war 
acting  upon  the.  infamous  principle  or  the  tyrants 
whom  they  gerveo,  that  uU  wuo  ’ opposed  them  tvere 
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to  be  considered  as  rebels.*  On  the  following  da>  , 
(June  14)  the  French  advanced  to  Alagon, 
sixteen  miles  from  Z iragozu.  The  citizens,  la 
armed,  and  undisciplined  as  they  were,  compelled. 
Palafox  to  lead  them  out  ; tliey  soon  found  the 
enemy  in  order  of  battle  on  a plain,  where  his  caval- 
ry and  flying  artillery  gave  Inm  a decided  superiori 
ty.  TJie  patriots  w’ere  again  defeated;  but  tlieir 
handf  ul  of  r*^gulars,  wno  had  now  been  joined  by  a 
few  f^isileers,  protected  their  retreat  with  great 
steadiness.  Tiie  victorious  army  advanced  and  took 
a position  very  near  the  city  in  the  valley  on  the 
opposite  side  df  the  town  to  that  which  w is  situated 
on  the  Ebro.  This  position  was  covered  by  arising 
ground  planted  with  olive  trees.  Having  occupied 
this  post,  they  deferred  their  general  attack  on  the 
city  till  the  morrow,  but  a small  detachment  of  c.i- 
Valry  that  penetr.aUd  into  the  town  on  the  14th  of 
June,  paid  dearly  for  their  rashness. 

Zaragoza  is  not  a for' ified  to  wn  ;j-  it  has  no  ad- 
vantages of  situation,  and  would  not  have  been  con- 
sidered as  capable  of  resistance  by  any  men  but 
those  whose  cou rag"'  proceeded  from  a virtuous  and 
holy  principle  of  duty.  It  stands  in  an  open  plain, 
which  is  covered with  olive  grounds,  and  bounded 
on  either  hand  by  high  and  distant  mount  ains,  but 
St  is  commanded  by  some  high  ground  called  the 
Torrero,  about  a mile  to,  the  southwest,  upon  which 
thei*e  IS  a convent,  with  some  smaller  buildings. 
The  c m .1  of  Arragon  divides  this  elevation  from  ano 
ther  rising  ground,  where  the  patriots  h id  erected  a 
battery.  The  Ebro  bathe  the  walls  of  the  city,  and 
separates  it  from  the  suburbs  ; it  has  two  bridges 
within  musket  shot  of  each  other;  one  of  wood, 
said  to  be  more  beautiful  than  any  other  of  the  like 
materi. di  in  Europe  ; the  other  of  freestone,  con- 
sisting oi  seven  arches,  of  whicli  the  principal  is 
122  feet  in  diameter;  the  river  is  ford;ble  above 
the  city.  Two  smuller  rivers,  the  Galkgo  and  the 
Guei  v.v,  flow  at  a little  distance  from  the  city,  the 
one  on  the  east,  the  other  on  the  west  ; the  latter 
being  separated  from  the  walls  only  by  the  breadth 
of  the  common  road  ; both  are  received  into  the 
Ebro.  Unlike  most  other  places  of  the  peninsula, 
Zir.igoza  has  neither  adqueduct  nor  fountains,  but 
derives  its  w.iter  wholly  from  the  river.  The  peo- 
ple of  Tortos  i,  and  probably  of  the  other  towns 
upon  its  coiu’se,  drink  also  of  the  Ei>ro,  preferring 
it  to  the  finest  spring  ; the  water  is  of  a di'-ty  red 
colour,  but,  having  stood  a few  hours,  it  becomes 
perfectly  clear,  and  1ms  a softness  and  pleasantness 
of  taste,  wliicii  soon  induces  strangers  to  agree 

[*  “ Rebel”  is  :v  favorite  term  with  inonarchs, 
their  hireling  nvm  butchers  and  ipinions.  Tlie  pro. 
ceedings  of  the  royalists  in  tlie  early  part  of  the 
^'jmericun  war,  and  the  accursed  remembrance  oi 
the  Jersey  prison  ship,  where  thousands^ on  thou- 
samis  of  “ rebels”  were  literally  starved  to  cleatii, 
with  the  horrid  massacres  at  Paoli,  IVyor.img,  Uc.  &c, 
attest  the  truth  of  tlie  assertion — An  infamous  prin- 
ciple it  certainly  is — but  always,  and  perhaps,  neces- 
sarily prevails  among  those  who  wick  dly  aflcct  to 
believe  in  tiie  “ divine  right  of  kings  /”  whose 
" riglit”  ds  eternally  carrying  on  a relentless  war 
against  the  rights  of  t!ie  people.  There  were  ^ Jim- 
vican  “ KEBJiLs” — there  are  Irish  and  S/nmish  “ ke- 
bees.”3  [Eiutoh. 

f “ Idle  est  sans  defense  et  sans  fortification” 
said  Colmenar,  writing  a century  ago,  ferrnee 
^li’une  simple  muraille  ; mais  ce  defmu  est  repave  par- 
la  bravoure  des  habitens.  After  the  jiroofs  wiiicli 
the  inhabitants  have  given  of  their  patriotism,  tins 
praise  appears  lik?  prophecy. 
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with  the  natives  in  their  preference  of  it.  The  po* 
puktion  was  stated  in  tlie  census  of  17^7  at  42,60.0; 
tlut  of  179r,  excellent  as  it  is  in  all  otlier  lespects, 
lias  he  faults  of  not  specifying  the  places  in  e.-cU 
district;  lite  accounts  compute  its  Inhabitants  at 
60,000  and  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  largest  cities 
in  the  peninsula.  It  has  twelve' gates,  four  of  them 
in  the  old  wall  of  Augustus,  by  whom  the  older 
♦own  ofS  dduba  upon  the  same  scite  was  enlarged, 
beuuiified,  and  called  Caesarea  Augusta,  or  Caesar- 
Augustus  ; a vvmrd  easily  corrupted  into  its  present 
name. 

'file  whole  city,  even  its  convents  and  churches, 
is  built  of  brick  ; the  houses  are  not  as  liigh  as  they 
usually  are  in  old  Spanish  towns,  tlieir  general 
lieight  being  only  tliree  stories  ; the  streets  are  us 
usual,  very  n .iTovv  anch  crooked  ; there  are  howe- 
ver open  market  places,  and  (uie  very  wide,  long, 
and  regular  built  street,  formerly  culled  the  Calie 
Santa,  Imving  been  the  scene  of  manj  murU  rdoms, 
but  now  more  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Cozo.  The  people,  like  the  rest  of  the  Arragonese, 
and  their  neighbours,  the  Catulnns,  have  been  al- 
ways honorably  distinguished  in  Spanish  history 
for  their  love  of  liberty  ; and  the  many  unavailing 
struggles  which  they  have  made  during  the  last  four 
centuries,  have  not  abated  th^ir  attnehnient  to  the 
good  principles  of  their  forefatliers.  Within  the 
peninsula,  and  once  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
of  Catholic  Europe,  Zarag  za  is  famous  as  ttu' city 
ot  our  I/ady  of  the  Pillar,  whose  legend  is  Mill  so 
firmly  believed  by  the  people,  and  most  of  the  cle  rgy 
of  Spain,  that  it  was  frequently  appealed  to  in 
the  proclamations  of  the  difl-  rent  generals  and  jun- 
tas, as  one  of  the  most  popular  articles  ot  the 
national  faith.  The  1-gend  is  his  ; when  the  apos 
ties,  after  the  resurrection,  separated  and  vv^'t  to 
preach  the  gospel  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  world, 
St.  James  the  elder,  Santi.'go,  as  he  may  more  pro- 
perly be  called  in  his  mythological  history,  departed 
for  Spain,  which  province,  Clirisl  hiuiself  liad 
previously  commended  to  his  care.  VA  hen  he  went 
to  kiss  the  hand  of  the  Virgin,  and  request  her  leave 
to  set  off,  and  her  blessings,  she  aejured  him  iu 
the  name  of  lier  son, -to  build  a church  to  lier  iio- 
por  in  that  city  of  Spain  wherein  he  should  make 
♦he  greatest  number  df  converts  ; .''ddin;.,,  tliat  siie 
would  there  give  him  further  instruc'ions  concern- 
ing the  edfflce.  Santiago  set-saii,  landed  in  (iallicia,- 
and,  having  preaclied  with  little  success  ilirougli 
the  northern  provinces,  readied  Caesarea  Augusiu, 
where  he  made  eight  discij  vs.  One  night,  after  he 
liad  been  conversi  and  praying  wnli  tliem  as 
usual,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  they  I'ell  ash.ep, 
and  just  at  midnight  tlie  apostle  lie  r.d  the  angtds 
sing,  dive  JMaria gratia  plena.  He  fell  on  Ids  knetas 
and  inst. tilth  beheld  tlie  Virgin  upon  a nui!  ble  pil- 
lar in  the  middle  of  a choir  of  argehu  who  went 
tJirough  tiie  whole  of  lier  matin  service.  V i,u\, 
this  was  Ceded,  she  .bade  him  build  h i'  ci.uri  h 
around  tlu:t  pillar,  which  Ids  Lord,  her  blessed 
son,  iiad  sen'  him  by  the  hands  of  liis  angels  ; there, 
she  told  him,  tiiat  pillar  was  to  renuain  till  the  end: 
of  the' world,  and  great  mercies  would  be  vcuichsaletl 
tliere  to  liiose  wlm  sunpiicated  for  them  in  lier 
name.  Having  said  this,  the  angels  irur.s'  orled 
lier  back  to  her  house  at  JenisaU-n; — for  tills  ua.s 
before  Ih.e  Assiimptloi]— and  San'.iago,  in  obcciifuu’v, 
erected  there  the  first  church  which  was  ever  dc-ili- 
cated  to  the  Virgin. 

Many  mourniul  scenes  ofbig^otry  and  super.stitl  •n 
liave  been  exhibited  in  Zaragoza;  but,  in  these  fi' • 
ry  trials  W’liich  lionaparte’s  tyranny  Was  nrepariii;,"" 
tor  the  i.-habilaiits,  d>e  dmai  and  tinsel  y rila.ir  both 
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disappeared,  and  its  pure  1 t'f'ma  n;:*  i F >e  Fr  nv.ht 
a people  '>f  ;oo  litrle  feeling  to  understand  a char  «c 
ter  so  infinitely  bove  them  as  that  of  the  Spaniards, 
speak  with  peculiar  contempt  of  the  Zaragozans. 
**  Few  persoiLS,”  said  thejy,  “ are  to  be  seen  among 
'them  wiio  dist.ngu  sh  thems  Iv-s  by  their  dress, — 
there  is  little  or  that  elegmt  attire  so  observable  in 
large  cities.  All  is  serious  and  regular — dull  and 
mnnotonous.  The  place  seems  without  any  kind  of 
resource,  because  the  inhabitants  use  no  effort  to 
ob'ain  my;  accvistomed  to  a state  of  apathy  anvi 
Imgonr,  thev  have  not  an  idea  of  the  possibility  of 
si  hing  itoff’”"^  With  his  feeling,  qually  despising 
th - trength  of  the  pi  me,  and  the  character  of  the 
people,  the  French  proceeded  to  besiege  Zaragoza. 

On  the  15. h of  June,  with  part  of  their  force, 
they  attacked  che  ouiposts  upon  tlie  canal,  and,  with 
their  main  body  attemp\ed  ^is.orm  the  city  by  the 
gam  called  Poniilo.  The  Z ir.igozans  attacked  al- 
most at  t.he  mom.  nt,  both  in  t!ie  outposts  and  at 
the  gates  of  their  town,  fought  with  a spirit  woi  thy 
ef  iheir  cause,  th  y h;id  ’M^if her  tim^,  nor  room,  nor 
neces.'^ity  for  order.  Tii  or  cannon,  v/hich  the} 
had  hastily  planted  before  the  gat^s,  and  in  the  best 
si  uafmns  without  the  town,  were  sewed  by  any 
person  who  happen  "d  to  be  near  them  , any  one 
gave  orders  who  felt  himself  competent  to  take  the 
co'cm^nd-  Ttiey  aid  not  stop  to  load  their  muskets 
a s.  { ond  time,  but,  as  if  reg.rdl-ss  of  their  lives, 
rvishecl  on  the  French  columns  as  they  sdv  mced, 
widi  the  bayonet  ami  other  Hand  weapons.  All 
iVcre  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  ami  their  efforts 
after  a most  desperate  conflict  wei-e  finally  crowned 
with  succ:^ss.  A party  of  the  enemy  entered  th-' 
town  and  w’ere  all  put  to  death.  . Lefebvre  perceived 
that  it  was  hop  less  to  p.  rsist  in  the  att.mk  with  his 
pveseiil  force,  and  drew  oflP  his.  troops,  having  suf- 
fered grei;t  loss.  The  patriots  lost  about  2^  -00  men 
ki  led  and  as  many  wounded.  In  such  a conflict, 
the  circumstances  are  so  materially  in  favor  of  the 
defendants,  that  the  carnage  made  among  the  French 
must  have  b-^en  very  mucli  greater,  Tlieir  b.iggage 
and  phimler  were  left  behini  them  in  their  retreat, 
and  the  Z ,ragoz  ms  thus  took  400  cavalry  and  27 
baggage  waggons.  The  conquerors  would  have 
exposed  themselves  by  a rash  pursuit,  but  Palafox 
exhorted  them  not  to  be  'mp  .tient,  telling  them, 
that  the  enemy  would  give  them  Sequent  opportu- 
nities to  display  their  courage  Whileiie  thus  re- 
strained Iheir  impetuosity,  lie  continued  to  excite 
their  zeal.  This  victory,  he  said,  was  but  the  com- 
mencement of  the  triurr.phs  which  they  were  to  ex- 
pect under  the  powerful  assis  mce  of  their  divine 
patrons.  The  precious  blood  of  their  brethren  had 
been  shed  in  tire  field  of  glorj—on  their  own  soil. 
Those  blessed  martyrs  required  new  viclinis;  let  us, 
he  added,  prepare  for  the  sacrifice  ! 

The  Zaragozans  had  obtained  only  a respite  ; de- 
feated as  he  WaS,  Lefebvre  had  only  removed  beyond 
the  reach  of  their  guns,  his  army  was  far  superior 
to  any  w'hich  they  could  bring  against  it;  and  it  was 
not  to  be  doubted  that  he  would. soon  return  in  great- 
er force,  to  take  vengeance  for  the  repulse  and  di.s^ 
grace  wliich  he  had  sufrb'ecl.  A regular  siege  was 
to  be  expected  ; how  were  the  citiz-:nslo  smsiain  it. 
v/ith  their  mud  wuills,  whidi  were  not  constructed 
for  defence,  wiihont  heavy  artillery,  and  w'i'.hout 
troops  tyhocoulrl  sdlyfonh  to  interinpt  the  besieg- 
ers in  their  Wijiks  } In  spite  of  all  t'nese  discouriig- 
ing  circumstances  (says  Mr.  .A’aughan,  to  whom 
the  English  are  indebted  for  an  irrative  of  this  n.ost 
•gloroii.s  and  nenmv  dole  si.-ge)  • the  people  confiding 
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m (Sod,  in  their  own  courage  and  in  the  justice  of 
their  c;tuse,  determined  to  aefen  i the  street •-  of  iheir 
city  to  thf-  1 stextiemity.  Pulafox  immediately  :d«e? 
the  repulse  of  the  enemy  set  out  to  collect  reir.tni  ce- 
ments, to  provide  such  resources  for  the  siege  a he 
could,  and  to  pi  .ce  the  rest  of  Arragon  in . a state  of 
lefence,  if  the  capital  should  fall.  He  found  rbout 
Ibnrte&n  hundred  soldiers  who  had  escaped  from 
Madrid,  and  he  united  with  them  a small*  division 
of  militia  winch  had  been  stationed  in  the  city  of 
Ciiatay  tid.  Small  as  his  force  was,  such  was  the 
ardor  of  ^he  men,  that  he  resolved  in  com[>liance 
with  their  urg  nt  desire,  to  att <.ck  the  Frcncii,  and 
m ii-ched  to  Epila,  thinking  to  advance  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Muela,  and  thus  place  the  invaders  between 
this  little  army  and  the  city,  in  the  hope  of  culling 
them  oft’  from  their  reinforcements.  Lefebre  pre- 
vented this;  by  suddenly  attacking  him  at  Epila, 
on  the  night  of  the  23d.  After  a most  ob.stiimte 
resistance,  thf*  superior  numbers,  arms  and  disci- 
pline of  the  French  were  successful.  Th  wreck 
of  this  gallant  band  retreated  to  Culatuvud,  and  af'er- 
wirds  with  great  difficulty,  threw  themselves  into 
Zar.'.goza. 

In  tlie  meanwjiile  the  enemy  was  reinforced  by 
general  Vertlier  with  2,500  men  and  ai  tillery  from 
P mpflun  , besides  sonu;  ua  t li  >i.s  of  Portiiguece, 
who,  according  do  Eonapu  tf^’s  system  had  beea 
forced  out  of  their  country,  to  be  pushed  t « in 
the  foremost  ranks,  wherever  the  first  fire  of  a bat- 
tery w.i.s  to  be  reciA  e.l,  a line  of  bayonets  clogged, 
or  a ditch  filled  with  bodies.  They  occupied  the 
several  military  positions  in  the  p>lain  covered  with 
olive  trees  that  surrounds  Zingoza,  though  not 
wiiliont  occasional  molestations  from  the  citizens. 
In  a short  time  however,  they  had  invested  nearly 
one  halfof  the  town.  On  the -^7tb  of  June  they  at- 
tacked the  city  and  the  Torrero,  but  they  w^ere  re- 
pulsed whth  the  loss  of  80(f  men,  six  pieces  of  i.rtil- 
lery  and  five  carts  of  ammunition.  The  next  morn- 
ing they  renewed  the  attack  at  both  places ; from 
the  city  they  were  again  repulsed,  losing  almost  ali 
the  cavalry  which  vv.*s  engaged.  'Fhe  Torrero  was 
lost  by  the  misconduct  of  an  artillery  officer  who 
made  the  men  abandon  the  batteries  at  a critical  mo- 
ment. For  this  tre  icheryhe  was  condemned  to  run 
the  gaunlletsix  times,  the  soldiers  beating  him  with 
their  ramrods,  and  then  he  was  shot. 

The  French  having  now  received  a tnin  of  mor- 
tars, howitzers,  and  twelve  pounders,  which  were 
of  sufficient  force  against  mud  walls,  kept  up  a con- 
stant fire,  and  showered  down  shells  and  grenades 
from  the  Torrero.  About  tw'elve  hundied  were 
thrown  into  the  town  and  there  wasimt'  one  builJing 
thatvva.s  bomb  proof  within  the  walls.  After  a time 
*he  inlubitants  placed  beams  of  timber  together 
endways,  against  the  houses,  in  a sloping  direciion 
behind  which  those  who  were  ne.ir  when  a shell 
fell,  might  shelter  themselves.  The  enemy  conti- 
nued to  invest  the  city  mere  closely,  while  the  Ar- 
ragonese  m.ade  every  effort  to  strengthen  tlieir  means 
of  defence.  Gardens  and  olive  grounds,”  says  Mr. 
Vaughan,  “ that  in  better  times  had  been  the  recre- 
ation and  support  of  Iheir  owmers,  w'ere  cheerfully 
rooted  up  by  the  proprietors  themselves,  wiienever 
they  impeded  tlie  defenceof  the  city  or  covered  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.”  Women  of  all  ranks  as- 
sisted, they  formed  themselves  into  comjjanies  ; 
some  to  relieve  the  wounded,  some  to  carry  whaler, 
w'ine  and  provisions,  to  those  wflio  defiuided  the 
gate.s.  The  countess  Burita  instituted  a . corps  for 
this  service,  a lady  of  great  rank,  young,  delicate, 
.and  beautiful.  In  tlie  in'idst  of  the  most  tremend- 
oiis  fire  of  shot  and  shells>  she  v.  as  seem  coolly  at- 
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to  those  occupations  which  were  now  be- 
com  - h r dmy;  nor  tiiroughout  the  whole  ot  a 
two  months  siege  did  the  imminent  danger,  to  winch 
she  incessantly  exposed  herself,  produce  the  slight- 
est apparent  effect  upon  her,  or  m tlie  slightest  de- 
cree bend  lier  from  her  heroic  purposes.  Some  of 
the  M inks  bore  arms  ; others  exercised  their  spiri- 
tual offices  to  the  dying;  others,  with  the  nuns, 
were  busied  in  making  cartridges  which  the  chil- 
dr^n  distributed.  Among  three  score  thous  and  per- 
sons there  will  always  be  found  some  wretches 
wicked  enough  for  any  employment,  and  the  art  of 
cor  noting  h.s  constituted  great  part  of  the  Fre;  ch 
system  opA-ar.  Dming  he  mgiit  of  the  28rh,  the 
powder  magazine  in  the  area  where  the  bull  fights 
were  performed,  which  was  in  the  very  heart  ot  the 
city  was  blown  up,  by  which  exiiloslon  fourteen 
houses  were  destroyed,  and  about  two  hundred  per-- 
sons  killed.  This  was  the  signal  for  the  enemy  to 
appear  before  these  gates  whicli  had  been  sold  to 
them.  Ami  while  the  inhabitants  were  digging  out 
their  fellow  cuiz  ms,  they  opened  a fire  upon  thenn 
with  mortars,  howitzers,  and  cannons,  which  had 

now  been  received  for  battering  the  town.  Their 
attack  seemed  coiefly’  to  be  directed  against  the 
g^i'e  Called  Portillo,  and  a In-ge  square  budding 
near  it,  without  the  walls,  and  surrounde  i by 
d-ep  ditch ; though  called  a castle  it  se  v s m 


ael  of  P niplona,  which  they  had  so  perfidiously 
seized  on  their  first  entrance,  ns  allie.s  into  Spain, 
liffierto  they  had  remained  on  die  right*  bank  of 
tlieEbro.  On  the  11th  of.hily  they  forced  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ford,  and  posted  troops  enougii  on  the 
opposite  side  to  protect  the  workmen  while  forming 
floating  bridge.  In  spile  of  all  tiie  efforts  of  the 
Arragonese,  this  bridge  was  completed  on  the  14' h ; 
a way  Was  thus  made  for  their  cavalry,  to  their  su- 
periority in  w'hich  the  French  have  been  mostly 
indebted  for  all  dicir  vidtories  in  Spain.  This  gare 
them  the  command  of  II  the  sui  rounding  couniiy; 
il.ey  destroyed  the  mills,  levied  contribiH 'ons  on  the 
vdl  ges,  and  cut  off  every  communication  oy  vlucU 
the  besieged  had  hith-rto  received  any  supplies.' 
1'hese  new  lifficuhies  called  out  new  resources  itl 
this  admirable  people  and  tl.cir  general — a man 
worthy  of  commanding  such  a people  in  such  times. 
Corn  mills  worked  by  horses,  wu-e  erected  in  vari- 
ous p 'pis  of  the  city  ; the  monks  were  employed  in 
manufacturing  gun  powder,  materials  for  winch 
were  obtained  by  collecting  all  the  sulphur  in  the 
place,  by  wasliing  the  soil  of  the  streets  to  ex‘i  act 
its  niti’.',  and  m >.king  charcoal  f om  the  stalks  of 
hemp,  which  in  that  part  of  Spain  grow  to  a very 
unusual  magnitucle.-f- 

By  the  end  of  July,  the  city  was  completely  in- 
vested, the  supply  of  food  was  scanty  , and  the  inha- 


for  a prison. 


The  sand  bag  battery  before  tins  gttebitants  had  no  r'a.son  to  expect  succour;  on  t 


was  fi-  quentlv  destroyed,  and  as  often  re-construct- 
ed unier  the  fi'*e  of  the  enemy.  The  carnage  here 
throughout  the  oay  was  dreadful.  Acousti^a 
ZiUAGozA.,  .a  handsome  womin  of  the  lower  cl.ss, 
about  22  years  of  ige,  arrived  at  the  battery  with 
refreslmuMits,  at  the  moment  when  not  a man  wlio 
defem ied  it  was  left  alive,  so  tremendous  was  the 
fire  which  the  Frencii  kept  upon  it.  For  a moment 
the  citizens  hesitated  to  re-man  die  guns.  August i 
na  sprung  forward  over  the  dead  and  dying,  snatch 
cd  a match  Irom  the  hand  of  a dead  ariill'n’y^  m.in, 
and  fired  off  a six  and  twenty  pounder  ; then,  jump- 
ing upon  the  gun,  she  made  a solemn  vow  never  to 
qni>  i>  alive  dU'  ing  the  siege.  Such  a sight  could 
not  but  animate  all  who  belield  it  with  fresh  coursge. 
Tlip  Z tragoz  ms  rushed  on  tlur  battery  and  renew- 
ed their  fire  with  greater  vigor  th  m ever,  and  the 
French  were  i-epu'lsed  here,  and  at  all  other  points, 
wit!i  great  slaughter. 

After  this  destructive  bombardment  of  the  city,  a 

variety  of  attempts  were  made  by  the  besiegers  t.i 
effect  a lodgement,  but  tlirough  the  spirited  exer- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  they  were  uniformly  repuls- 
ed with  great  loss  The  military  men  in  Zaragoza 
' consi  lered  these  attacks  as  extremely  injudicious. 
L-rebvre,  pron.ibiy,  was  so  iii^ignant  at  meeting  with 
any'  opposition  from  a people  w'hom  he  despi.scd,  and 
a place  which,  according  to  the  rules  and  pedantry 
of  w’ar,  was  not  tenable,  that  he  lost  his  temper,  and 
th.cuglit  to  subdue  tliem  the  shortest  way,  by  mere 
violence  and  superior  force.  But  when  he  tound 
his  mistake,  he  proceeded  to  inve.si  the  city  more 
closely.  In  the  beginning  of  tiie  siege,  the  besieg- 
ed received  some  scanty  succours ; yet,  how'ever 
scanty,  they  were  of  importance.  Four  hundred 
soldiers  from  the  regiment  of  Estramadura,  small 
parlies  from  oilier  corps,,  and  a few'  ru’tiilt;ry-men 
entered  the  city.  Two  liundred  of  the  militia  of 
Logrono  were  added  to  these  artillery’  men,  and 
soon  learnt  thedr  new  service,  being  in  the  presence 

of  an  enemy  wiiom  they  had  siicii  righteous  reason 
to  abhor.— Two  four  and  twenty  pounders  and  a few 
shells  which  were  much  wranted,  w'ere  procured 
from  Leri  i a — The  en'^my,  me-  ntiir.e,  were  amply 
supplied  with  stores  from  the  magazine  in  the  cita- 


night  of  the  2:iof  August  and  on  the  fiiliowiiig  da,, 
the  Frencli  bombarded  the  cit}  from  their  b.iite  ies 
opposite  the  gate  of  the  Carm  n.  A fouadling  hos- 
pital, which  was  now  filled  with  the  'sick  ana  the 
wounded,  took  fire,  and  was  rapidly  con>^umed. — 
Dir  ing  this  scene  of  horror,  the  most  intrepid  ex- 
ertions were  made  to  rescue  these  helpless  sufferers 
from  the  flames.  No  person  thought  of  his  ow'a 
property  or  indlvidu  il  concerns.  The  women  were 
eniinenlly  conspicuous  In  their  exertions,  regardless 
of  the  shot  and  shells  which  fell  about  them,  and 
braving  the  fi  tmes  of  the  building. 

On  the  following  day  the  Fends  completed  theie 
batteries  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Guerv.i,,  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  gat  . of  St.  Engracia,  so  called, 
from  a splendid  church  and  convent  of  Jeronimites, 
situated  on  one  side  of  it.  Tl)elr  batteries  soon  de- 
molished -he  mud  walls,  and  on  the  4lh  after  a se- 
vere contest  and  dreadful  carnage  they  wei'e  in  pos- 
session of  one  half  of  Z„ragoza.  Lefebvre  now  sum- 
moned Pulafox  to  surrender,  in  these  words  : — 
“ Head  Quarters,  .Sf.  Engracia.  Ciqiitulatiop..”— - 
The  hero  immediately  returned  this  reply  “ Head 
Quarters,  Zaragoz.*  W..r  at  the  knife’s  point.” 

The  contest  which  was  now  earned  on  is  unex- 
ampled in  history.  On  the  5th  when  the  ammunition 
of  the  citizens  began  to  fail,  Don  Francisco  Palafox, 
the  gener.il’s  brother,  entered  the  city  with  a convoy 
of  arms,  ammunition  and  a reinforcement  of  3,000 
men.  Toe  war  was  how  contimieal  fiom  street  to 
street,  from  .Mouse  to  house,  and  from  room  to  room 
—pride  tnd  indignation  having  wrought  up  tlie 
French  to  a pitch  of  obstinate  fury,  little  infeiior  to 
the  devoted  cour  ge  of  the  patriots,  'rhis  mest 
obstinate  and  mutxlerous  contest  was  contitnied  for 
. lev^n  successive  daj  s and  nights.  Tire  hostile  bat- 
teries were  so  near  each  other,  that  a Spaniard  in 

*In  military  lan^guage,  you  ;.]wa)  s cle.scnbe  a coun- 
try' by  the  current  of  t,  ater,  and  sjieak  as  if  you 
were  looking  dowm  the  stream. 

j-On  this  simple  foundation,  s.ays  Mr.  Vaughan, 
“ a regular  manufactory  of  gunpew’der  was  formed 
after  the  siege,  wiiich  produced  3 firrobas  of  GastUr 
per  day,  that  is  325  lb.  cf  12  minces. 
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one  place  made  way  under  cover  of  the  de  *d  Oouies, 
whicli  completely 'filled  the  space  between  them, 
and  fastened  a rope  to  one  of  the  French  cannon  ; 
in  the  slmf'glc  wliich  ensued,  the  rope  broke,  and 
the  Zara.^ozans  lost  their  prize  at  the  very  moment 
when  tiiey  thon,^'ht  themselves  sure  of  it.  A netjj 
horror  was  added  to  the  dreadful  circumstance  of 
war  in  this  memorable  siege.  The  dead  were  left 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  survivors  lemove  to 
clearground  and  untainted  atmosphere;  but  here 
— uiod-er  the  climate  of  Sp  .in,  and  in  the  month  of 
Augus  , here  Where  the  dead  lay,  the  struggle  was 
still  carried  on,  md  p<  stilence  was  dreaded  from 
the  enormous  accumulation  of  putnfying , bodies. — 
No  nmgm  the  wiiole  course  of  the  siege  so  mwch 
embarrassed  Pal  fox  us  this  evil.  The  only  remedy 
was  to  i.y  ■ ropes  to  the  Frencii  prisoners,  and  push 
them  forward  amid  the  dead  and'dying,  to  renaove 
the  bodies,  and  bring  them  away  for  interment. — 
Even  for  this  necessary  office  there  was  no  true", 
it  would  have  been  certain  death  to  the  Arragonese 
who  sliould  have  attempted  to  perform  it. 

At  a council  of  War  which  was  held  on  the  8tli,  it 
was  determined  that  in  those  quarters  of  the  city 
where  the  Arragonese  still  maintained  their  ground 
they  should  continue  to  defend  themselves  with  the 
same  firmness  ; soould  the  enemy  at  last  prevail, 
they  were  then  to  retire  over  the  Ebro  into  the  su- 
burbs, break  down  the  bridge,  and  defend  the  su- 
burbs, till  they  perished.  When  this  resolution 
was  made  public,  it  was  received  With  the  loudest 
acclamations.  But  in  every  conflict  ihe  citizens 
gamed  ground  on  the  soldiers  winning  it  inch  by 
inch,  until  on  the  morning  of  the  14tii,  .ifier,  anight 
imcoinntonly  des'ructive  the  columns  of  tiie  French 
were  seen  -at  a distance,  retreating  over  the  plain, 
on  the  road  to  Pumpalona. 

The  liisi-oryof  a ba'Ale,  however  skilfully  nar- 
rated, is  necessarily  uniutcM-esiing  to  all  except 
military  men.  One  of  the  first  cares  of  Palafox, 
after  the  delivery  of  tlie  city,  w.is  to  establish  a 
board  of  heallli  to  provide  against  the  effects  of 
putrefactions — such*  was  the  number  of  F.encb, 
who  were  left  dead  in  the  houses  and  in  tlie  street.^. 
T!ie  temper  of  the  Zaragozans  after  their  victory 
was  not  less  heroic  than  their  Conduct,  during  tlie 
struggle.  When  the  dead  wei’e  removed  and  the 
ruins  sufficiently  cleared,  Ferdinand  w (S  proclaimed 
(2U'!i  August)  with  all  the  usual  solemnities,  a 
ceremony,  at  other  limes  attended  to  widi  no  other- 
feeling'  tiian  such  as  sports  and  festivity  occasion, 
now  in-dde  -iffecting  by  the  situu.ion  of  Ferdinan.L 
himself  and  the  scene  which  auvrofmda-d  the  spec 
tators.  Walls  bl  tokened  with  tire,  .shattered  with 
artillery  and  stained  with  blood,  'i'iie  obsequies  of 
the  Sp  iniards  wiio  hud  fd.len  werv^  next  (Ang.  25tb) 
periormed  with  military  honors,  and  ih-eir  funeral 
oration  pronounce  I from  liie  jiulpit.  The  brave 
priest,  Santiago  Saas  who  hud  signulizi.'d  him.->elt, 
during  the  siege  by'-iightmg  nobly,  by  exh.orting 
zealously,  and  by  a imiais'ering  the  holy  comforts 
of  religion  to  ihe  dying,  v/;*s  made  chaplun  to  the 
commander  in  chief ; and  Palifox  who  had  always 
eeiected  him  for  ilie  mo-t  dangerous  c-iUerprizes, 
gave  him  a military  commission.  These  were 
times  when  the  religion  of  Matalhias  and  tlie  Mac 
cables  was  required  ; and  the  priest  of  the  altar  was 
in  the  exercise  of  his  duty,  when  defending  it, 
sword  in  h.tnd,  in  tlie  field.  A pension  was  settled 
upon  Aiignstina,  and  the  daily  pay  of  an  artillery 
man.  She  was  also  to  we.ar  a small  shield  of  honor 
embroidered  upon  the  sleeve  of  her  gown,  with 
Zaragoza  inscribed  upon  it.  The  general  reward 
which  Palifox  conferrexl  upon  the  Zaragozan  people, 


iS  strongly  cli .racterislic  of  the  high  Spanish  fienstf 
of  honor.  Jiy  his  own  authority,*  and  in  the  namd 
of  Ferdinanu,  (S  ‘ptember  20)  he  conferred  upon 
the  mliabitanis  of  tlie  city  and  its  uistricts,  of  both 
suxes  and  of  all  ranks,  the  perpetual  and  irrevocable 
privilege,  nevtT  to  be  mjudged  to  any  disgraceful 
punishment  by  any  tribunalj  for  any  offence  exce])t 
fur  treason  or  blasphemy. 

(to  be  COlftTINtiKD.) 


Horticulture. 

PTIESETITATION  OF  PLANTS  FUO>I  FROST. 

The  following  me'liod  of  preserving  plants  from 
dying  after  having  beeh  touched  by  tlie  frost,  may 
probably  be  found  interesting  to  those  of  our  readers 
who  are  fond  of  such  pursuits.  It  is  p..rticuiarly 
useful  for  exotics  which  are  in  flower  pots,  because 
the  experiment  may  more  easily  be  effected  on  tiiem. 

Before  the  plant  h is  been  exposed  to  tlie  sun  or 
thawed  after  a night’s  frost,  t snouH  be  wdlsprinkfc 
led  with  spring  w.iter,  m which  sal  ammoniac  op 
common  salt  has  been  infuse  i,  this  must  be  conti- 
nued for  some  time  ; but  I would  rather  recom- 
mend, where  it  can  be  done,  to  immerse  the  whole 
plant  in  the  above  infusion.  I is  particularly  requi-* 
site  that  the  root  should  be  immersed,  becuise  that 
p.ii*t  being  hardier  withstands  tiie  frost  much  longer, 
and  will  not  so  soon  thaw,  owing  to  its  being  cover- 
ed with  earth.  The  philosophical  reason  Will  e.aslly 
be  perceived.  Inde.^d  I am  , inclined  to  believe,  that 
if  plants  were  to  be  watered  every  mormng  in  the 
spring,  after  the  cold  mghts,  with  some  .-uch  solu- 
tion it  would  preserve  them  greatly  from  the  blight. 
For  if  the  blight  is  a species  of  gangrene  or  mor- 
ificalion,  us  Dr.  Garnett  asserts,  (vul.  12j~  of  the 
Monthly  M.gazme)  brought  on  by  the.aciion  of  the 
sun  in  the  spring,  on  the  morbidly  accumulated 
irritability  wliicb  had  been  produced  by  a considera- 
ble subtraction  of  heat  during  the  night ; “ especi- 
lly  if,”  as  the  doctor  observes,  “ a frosty  night 
succeeded  hy  a cloudy  or  misty  movuing,  is  never 
attended  with  these  effc  cts,  which  almost  certainly 
follow,  ir,  when  the  spring  is  considerably  advanced, 
a frost  should  be  succeeded  by  a fine  warm 
morning” — it  blight  be  a species  of  the  disorder 
above  mentioned,  why  should  not  this  method  be  as 
eflectu  .1  in  its  cure  of  plants  as  snow  is  when  used 
to  prevent  a mortification  in  any  of  the  human  mem- 
bers f 

Methodist  Church. 

From  the  “ minutes  taken  at  the  sever.-!!  arihual 
conferenci  s of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  for 
tlie  year  1811,”  the  following  statement  of  the  num- 
ner  of  members  in  th^'nited  States  is  taken  : 


Whites. 

Colotired. 

Western  conference. 

25,681 

1,467 

South  Carolina 

do. 

19,404 

9. 129 

Virginia 

do. 

19,345 

6,232 

B dtimore 

do. 

19,802 

7,450 

Fhdadelpbla 

do. 

22.52r 

10,354 

N.vv  York 

do. 

18,001 

986 

New  England 

Jo. 

11,765 

72 

Gennessee 

do. 

11,700 

53 

Whites, 

' 140.8,35 

35,732 

Coloured, 

35,732 

Total 

178,567 

Jersey  district,  which  is  included  In  the  Phlladel- 
phia  conference,  contains,  including  Staten  Isiand^^  a 
G4-34  white,  and  54G  coloured  members. 

There  are  069  preachers  in  the  L'uited  S bates.  ib 
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COUNTIES. 

I 1790. 

i O'  !8''0.  r 

1.1  1810.  1 

Free 

whites 

a 

e 

Co 

s* 

i i:? 
1 

1 ? 

is 

o 

.T) 

Co 

i 

S’ 

ri  ^ 

S.'  ^ 

a 

Co 

Cc 

5 

J 

N 'W  Castle 

Kent 

Sussex  , , . . 

Totals 

16,485 

14,050 

15,773 

2,5/2 
2,300 
4 025 

19,686 

18,920 

20.488 

i 20.76'; 
i 13  820 
15,260 

1,833 

1,485 

2,830 

25.361' 
19,554' 
j 19,358^ 

19,46.3 

14,151 

21,74'/ 

1,047 

728 

2,402 

24,429 

20,495 

27,750 

46,308 

8,88.7- 

59,094 

49.852 

6,153 

273^ 

55  36t 

4,177 

72  674 

jftar  lanO. 


H.<rtf.rd 

10,784 

3,41/ 

14,976; 

15,477 

1,344 

17,626 

1 14,606 

4,43 

21,358 

B'lltimor.’jf  .... 

18,953 

5,877 

25  434’ 

24,150 

5 983 

32,516 

1 21,021 

6,697 

29  255 

City  *jf  Baltimore,! 

E stern  Precincts  of  Baltimore, 
W i.steru  Precincts  of  do. 

11,925 

1,255 

13,503; 

21,000 

2,843 

26,614 

27,897 

3,102 

6,224 

3,7)3 

262 

697 

0 ■ .^80 
4.050 
6,922 

\‘i;u  Aiundle,  . • . . 

11.664 

10,130 

22,598 

^,737 

9,114 

20,411 

12.439 

11,693 

26,668 

F ‘ederick  ... 

26,937 

3,641 

30,791; 

25,474 

4,572 

31.523 

27.983 

5.671 

34,437 

Allegany  .... 

Wasiiington 

4,439 

253 

4.809! 

5,703 

499 

6,303 

6,27.' 

62 

6,909 

14,472 

1,236 

6,030 

15,822i 

16,108 

2,200 

18,650 

15,i.hl 

2,656 

18.730 

Montgomery 

1 1,679 

18,  . 03 1 

8,508 

6,288 

15,058 

21.185 

1 9 731 

7,572 

17,980 

Prince  George  . 

10,004 

4,211 

11  176 

21,344; 

8,346 

12  191 

1 6.471 

7,189 

20.589 

Calvert  .... 

4,305 

8,652| 

3,889 

4 101 

8,297 

3.680 

3,937 

8,0u5 

Charles  .... 

10,124 

10,085 

20,6l3j 

9,043 

9,558 

19,172 

7,393 

12,435 

20  245 

St.  .Mary’s  .... 

8.226 

6,985 

15,544| 

6,678 

: 6 399 

13,699 

1 6.158 

6,000 

12,794 

Cecil  ..... 

10,055 

3,407 

13,6251 

6,542 

2,103 

9,018 

j 9,652 

2,467 

13,066 

Kent 

6,748 

5,433 

12,836| 

15,463j 

5,511 

4,474 

11,774 

1 5,222 

4,249 

1 1,4.50 

Queen  Anne’s  . 

8,171 

6.674 

7,315 

6,517 

14.85 ! 

7,529 

6,38J 

16.648 

Ciroline  .... 

7,028 

2,057 

9 506f 

6,714 

1,865 

9,181 

6,932 

1.520 

9,453 

Tdbot  .... 

7,231 

4,777 

13,084 

7,070 

4,775 

13,436 

7,359 

4,878 

14.230 

Somerset  . , . . 

8,272 

7,070 

15,61  o' 

9,330 

7.432 

17,348 

9,162 

6,975 

17,195 

Dorchester 

10,010 

5,337 

15,875 

9,415 

4,566 

16.. 346 

11,415 

5,032 

18,108 

Worcester  . . . . 

District  of  Columbia 

7,626 

3,836 

11,640 

10,723 

5,672 

4,598 

2,072 

15,570 

8,144 

11,490 

4,427 

16,971 

Totals  .... 

208,649 103.036 

319,7^8' 

'210,174' 

103,312 

.332.171 

235,ll7|in,502 

380,546 

(lltrgtnta. 


Augusta  .... 

9,26j 

1,568 

10,886 

9,671 

1,946 

Jl,7l2f 

11,232 

2,880 

-14,308 

Al'»emarle  .... 

6,835 

5.572 

12.585 

8,796 

7,436 

16^.459 

8,632 

9,226 

18,268 

Accomack  . . 

8,973 

4,262 

13.950 

9,723 

4,429 

15,603 

9,341 

4,542 

15,743 

Amherst  . . . . 

9,286 

5,29fl 

13,703 

205 

7.462 

16,801 

5,143 

5,207 

10,048 

.\mclia 

6.684 

11,307 

18,097 

2;789 

6,585 

9,430 

3,253 

7,186 

10,594 

Bntetoiirt  .... 

9,241 

1,259 

} 0,524 

8,366 

1,343 

9,825 

10,736 

2,275 

13,301 

Buckingham 

5,496 

4,168 

9,779 

6.824 

6, .336 

13.389 

7,78>. 

11,675 

20,059 

Berkley  .... 

16,650 

2,9,32 

19,713 

14,738 

3,972 

18,572 

9,760 

1,529 

11,479 

Brunswick  . . . 

5,919 

6,776 

12,82/ 

6,647 

9,422 

16,339 

5,665 

9,368 

15,411 

Bedford 

7,725 

2,754 

10,5.311 

9,826 

4,097 

14,125 

9,789 

6,147 

16,148 

Cu.mberland 

3,577 

4,434 

8,156i 

3 935 

5,711 

10,829 

3,715 

6,102 

9,992 

Chesterfield  .... 

6,358 

7,487 

14,214 

6,317 

7.852 

14488 

3,691 

6,01 0 

9,979 

Ch.udotte  * # ’ 

5,199 

4,816 

10,078! 

5,506 

6,283 

11  912 

5,354 

7,597 

13,161 

Culpepper  . . . . 

13,809 

8,226 

22,105 

19  479 

7,348 

19,100 

10,391 

8, .312 

18,967 

Charles  eity 

2,084 

3,141 

5 588 

1,954 

3,013 

5,365 

2,776 

3,023 

5,186 

Caroline  .... 

6,994 

10,292 

17,489 

6.501 

10,581 

17,447 

6,452 

10,769 

17,544 

Campbell  .... 

4,946 

2,488 

7,685 

5,893 

3,671 

9,866 

4,370 

5,362 

11,001 

Dinwiddle  . . . . 

6,039 

7,334 

13.934 

4,741 

6,860 

ll,853i 

4,606 

7,442 

12,524 

E-.-;ex  .... 

3,543 

5,440 

9,122 

3,465 

5,767 

9,498i 

3,411 

5,659 

9,376 

Eliz  abeth  city 

1,556 

1,876 

3,450 

1,238 

1,522 

2,778 

1,799 

1,734 

3,608 

F.  uquier  , . 

11,157 

6,642 

17,892 

12,434 

8,754 

21,319 

11,984 

10,361 

22,689 

Fairfax  .... 

7.611 

4.574 

12,320 

7,035 

6,078 

13,317 

6,626 

5,942 

13.111 

Franklin  . , . . 

5,735 

1,07-’ 

6,842 

7,866 

1,582 

9,476 

7,966 

2,672 

10,724 

Fluvanna  . . . . ; 

2,430 

1 ,466 

3,921 

2,659 

1,920 

4,623 

2,576 

2,122 

4,775 

fThe  preceding  st  itement  ot  the  population  of  the  city  and  county  of  Bjiltimore,  is  involved  in  tne  same 
perplexity,  by  the  official  return,  as  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  noticed  in  our  last.  To  explain 
the  above,  it  is  necessary  to  remark — in  1790,  the  population  of  the  city  and  precincta  and  the  remainder 
of  the  county  are  sliewn — in  1800,  the  city  and  county  (of  which  latter  the  precincU  ri)rm  a part)  are  i.epa* 
rately  shewn — in  1810^  the  population  of  the  city,  of  the  /wo  precincts^  and  the  remainder  of  the  county, 
are  individually  noticed.  This  will  reconcile  an  apparent  diminutian  of  tlie  population  of  Baltimore 
CQunty,  when  the  reverse  has  been  the  case, 
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COUNTIES. 

ir.  17\>  \ 1.  18  0. 

In  IbiO  i 

a 

5 

a 

- 

1-  5 

a ^ 

09 

d 

<T> 

Co 

Ci* 

^ ri 
a ^ 

Co 

0: 

c" 

d 

c 

? 

g 

Frecit; -ick. 

Gloucester  .... 

Goochland 

Greenville^  . . 

Greenbrier  . 

fitinnco  . . 

Hanover  .... 
Hampshire  .... 
Harrison  .... 

Hardy 

Halii'ax  .... 

Henry 

Isl  of  Wii^ht 

James  City  .... 

King  William 

KiugiOi  Queen 

Kin^^  George  .... 

Lunenburg 

Loudon  . , . . . 

Lancaster  .... 
Louisa  . . . . 

Mecklenburg 

Middlesex  .... 
Mofriong.dia 

Mon'gomery  .... 
Norfolk  ..... 

Northampton 

New  K.«nt  .... 

Northumberland 

Nansemond 

Or.  nge  .... 

Ohio  ..... 

Prince  Edward 

Prince  William  . . . 

Prince  George 

Powhatan 

Pen  .ie  on  .... 

Pivtsylvania  . , 

Princess  Anne 
Uiciiniond 

Westmoreland  3 

R'Uidolph  . . 

Rockingham  . . 

Russel  ..... 

Rocko;  .dge 

Spoir-:;/ivania 

St.^ftbrd  .... 

Southampton  .... 
Sorry  .... 

Shenandoah  .... 
Sussex  . . . . 

W rvvick  .... 

Washington 

Westmoreland  . . . 

York  . . . . . 

JVlathe-ws  .... 

JS'iadiSOh.  .... 

JVottmvay  . . . 

Patrick  . . , . 

City  ot  Richmond  . 

Nor 'o.k  borough 
Petersburg  .... 
JMonroe  . . . , ' 

Masox 

, Nelson  .... 

15  315 
6,225 
7.145 
5.53u 

5.676 
5 60C 
6,294 

6.879 
2 013 
6,556 
8,91.3 
6,763 
4,786 
1,519 
2,893 
4J59 
3,123 
4,347 

14,749 

2,259 

3.880 
7,555 
1,531 
3,602 

12,394 
8,928 
4,181 
2,381 
4,496 
4 713 
5,454 

4.907 
4 082 
6.744 
3,387 
2,296 
1,378 
8,538 
4,529 

2.908 

932 

6.677 
o,  1 4o 
5,8 '5 
5,171 
5.463 
6.312 

2.. 762 
9 9/9 
4,776 

56/ 

5.. 17~ 
3,18  i 
2,U5 

4,250 
7,063 
4,656 
3,620 
319 
5,819 
8.223 
454 
67 
368 
5,565 
1,551 
3,867 
2,405 
5,151 
5,143 
4,137 
4,332 
4,030 
3,236 
4,573 
6,762 
2,558 
154 
828 
5,345 
3 244 
3,700 
4,460 
3.817 
4,421 
281 
S,986 
4,704 
4,519 
4,326 
73 
2,979 
3,202 
3,984 

19 

772 

190 

682 

5,933 

4.036 

5,993 

3,097 

512 

5,387 

990 

450 

4.425 

2,760 

19,684 
13,499 
9,(i53 
6,362 
6,015 
12,000 
14.754 
7,346 
2,080 
7,336 
14,722 
8,479 
9,028 
4,070 
8,128 
9-,377 
7,366 
8,959 
18.962 
5.638 
8,467 
14,733 
4,14o 
4,768 
13,228 
14,524 
6,889 
6,239 
9,163 
9.010 
9,921 
5,212 
8,100 
11  615 
8,173 
6,822 
2A.'j2 
1 1 379 
7.793 
6,985 

951 
7,449 
3,338 
6,548 
11.252 
. 9.588 
42,864 
6.227 

■ 10,5  l-i) 
lo,.554 

1,690 

5.625 

7,722 

■ 5,223 

15,82/ 
3,237 
4 480 
2,398 
3,892 
3,999 
5,952 
7,202 

4.598 
5,933 

11,168 

3,715 

4.835 
1,374 
3,139 
4,335 

2.598 
4,372 

15,200 
2,090 
5,768 
7,779 
1,603 
8,359 
8,037 
7,551 
2,^31 
2.523 
3,679 
5,709 
6,160 
^ 4,468 
4,977 
6,975 
1,793 
2,408 
3,641 
8,50 
5,200 

1^5,333 

1,738 
9,266 
4,443 
7,778 
6,875 
5,435 
6,461 
2,777 
11,725 
4.512 
614 
, 7,050 

1,166 
2 98.0 

4.836 
3,31  i 
3,452 

2.837 
3,850 
1,606 
3,987 

5,118 

4,909 

4.803 
4,116 

271 

4,608 

8,192 

587 

245 

623 

7,911 

1.415 
4,029 
2,5SS 
5.744 
5,380 

3.987 
5,876 
4.99. 
3 12 
5,992 
8.676 
2,516 

163 

968 

4,735 

3,178 

3,622 

3.9.3 
4,408 
5,242 

257 

5,921 

5.416 
4,38u 
5,031 

124 

4,133 

3,574 

7,826 

85 

1,056 

352 

1,070 

6,830 

4,343 

6.625 

3,258 

738 

5.988 
1,024 

837 

2,02o 

2.804 
3,43t 
5,983 

649 

2.29.3 
2,724 
1,48? 

189 

21,365 
8,181 
9,696 
6,727 
4,165 
9,149 
14,403 
7,797 
4,848 
6,667 
19,377 
5,259 
9,442 
3,931 
9,055 
9,879 
6,749 
10,381 
20,523 
5,375 
11,892 
16,008 
4,203 
8,540 
9,044 
12,493 
6,763 
6,363 
7,803 
11,027 
J 1,449 
4,74f..' 
10,961 
12/733 
7,425 
7,779 
3,778 
12,697 
8,859 

13,743 

1,725 
10,374 
4,708 
8,945 
13,002 
9,961 
13.92.0 
0,535 
12  547 
11,042 
1,659 
8,174 

3,121 
. 5 706 
8.322 
9,4ul 
4,331 
5,737 
6,926 
3,511 
4,188 

15,547 

4,183 

4,230 

2,254 

5,39o 

4,384 

6,219 

8,731 

9,448 

4,579 

12,117 

3,641 

4,447 

1,354 

3.264 
4,718 
2,381 
4,933 

15,577 

2,276 

5,313 

7,796 

1,811 

12,405 

7,253 

7.445 
3 224 

2.445 
4,162 
4.593 
5,711 
7,681 

5.264 
5,733 
3,101 
2.484 
3,952 

10^710 

5,305 

2.775 

2.706 
ll,o49 
5,894 
8.545 
.5,596 
5|S19 
5,982 
5 751 
12,461 
4,436 
697 
10,561 
3,401 
1,789 
2,118 
4,223 
' 2,730 
3,696 
4,798 

4.776 
2,406 
4,898 
1,742 
4,907 

6,417 
5,798 
5,464 
4,599 
494 
4,856 
8,454 
929 
459 
749 
9,665 
1,755 
4,041 
2,320 
5,788 
6,003 
3,S76 
7,155 
5,15? 
3,112 
6,430 
10,264 
2,476 
351 
1,099 
5,647 
3,350 
3,725 
3,847 
' 4,462 
6,536 
44l 
6,996 
5,220 
4,486 
5,091 
262 
6,312 
3,926 
3,178 

111 

1,491 

586 
1,724 
7,135 
4,195 
6,406 
■ 3,44; 
1,038 
6,34'i 
1,120 
1,448 
4,08u 
2,931 
2,068 
3,970 
6,368 
724 
3,748 
3,825 
2,175 

o76 

249 

4,679 

22,574 

10,427 

10’,203 

6,853 

5.914 

9.945 

15,082 

9,784 

9,958 

5,525 

22,131 

5,611 

9.186 
4,094 
9 285 

10,988 

6.454 

12,265 

21,338 

5.592 

11.900 

18,453 

4.414 

12,793 

8,409 

13,679 

7,474 

6,478 

8,508 

10,524 

12,325 

8,175 

12.409 

11,311 

8,050 

8.073 

4,239 

37,172 

9,498 

6,214 

2 854 
12,753 
6 316 
10,318 
13,296 
9,830 
13.497 
6,855 
13,646 
lj,.362 
1,835 
12,136 
8,102 

5.187 
4,227 
8,381 
9,278 
4,695 
9.735 

. 9,193 
5,668 
5,444 
1,991 
9,684 
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i 

COUNTIES. 

l > J79 

. 

II 

In  l8o- 

i 1810.  ' j 

Free 

whites 

S' 

F ree 
whites 

Slaves. 

Free  i 
\^vhiles  j 

1 

j.S'/aws. 

Taiewell 

1,89^ 

219 

2,127 

2,u6! 

328 

3,007 

IVood  .... 

1,155 

61 

1,217 

2,58  n 

450 

3 036 

Wythe 

5,oo8 

831 

6.180 

1 7,18, 

1,157 

8,356 

Hath  . . . 

5,021 

672 

5.732 

3,806 

882 

4.837 

Cabell  . . 

4,402 

288 

4,706 

5.472 

332 

5,843 

Hrooke 

2,471 

22i 

2.717 

Grayson 

3,741 

170 

3,912 

4.641 

270 

4.941 

Giles  . . 

3,4.8 

242 

3,745 

.Ieffersom 

7,967 

3,532 

11,851 

Kanawha 

2,991 

231 

3 229 

3,468 

352 

3,866 

Lee  . . . 

3,292 

243 

3,538 

4,337 

336 

4,694 

towns 

Fincastle 

407 

176 

602 

Abington 

200 

83 

362 

Romney 

170 

26 

205 

Springfield  . 

• 

75 

10 

86 

Frankfort 

151 

7 

160 

Lewisburg  . 

• 

156 

26 

182 

Stephensburg 

446 

64 

513 

Winchester  . 

1,758 

348 

2,128 

Fort  Royal 

204 

47 

251 

Middletown  . 

305 

26 

334 

Berry  Ville 

71 

59 

131 

Keins  Town 

83 

1^ 

100 

Pugh  Town 

75 

1 

77 

Smithfield  . . , 

154 

156 

Darksville 

1231 

7 

132 

Shepherrlstown  . « 

918 

75 

908 

Charlestown 

489 

71 

568 

Strasbiirg 

337 

15 

352 

Woodstock, 

614 

19 

634 

New  .Market 

271 

19 

290 

I 

Muhlenburg 

848 

112 

977 

Totals 

442.117 

292  627 

774  610 

514,380 

346,968 

886.149 

557.534 

392.518 

974,622 

NoTE.—Counties  formed  between  1790  and  180(/,  in  italics — since  1800  in  small  capitals. 

0:;^On  a superficial  view  of  these  comparative  statements,  any  person  would  suppose  (as  I myself  appre- 
hended) that  the  matter  was  easily  done;  anci  so  it  would  be,  were  the  several  returns  of  the  marshals 
at  the  different  periods,  in  concord  with  each  other,  which  is  not  the  case.  Some  of  them,  particularly 
in  the  census  ot  1800,  were  made  out  in  a slovenly  manner,  ana  are  besides  incorrect.  In  sever:*!  cases  we 
have  corrected  these  errors,  but,  in  others,  have  been  compelled  to  let  them  pass  as  they  are — the  results 
are  as  they  should  be.  These  facts  are  mentioned  by  way  of  apology  for  not  proceeding  more  rapidly 
with  them — an  accountant  was  well  employed  nearly  three  days,  in  making  out  the  preceding  statement 
of  Virginia  alone,  which  is  not  yet  satisfactory  to  me.  The  population  of  the  towns  in  the  enumeration 
of  1800,  should  have  been  adiied  to  that  of  the  counties  in  which  they  are  situate— but  want  of  time  has 
compelled  us  to  give  them  as  they  are  officially  published. 


Domestic  Manufactures. 

Puhveior’s  Olfice,  Philadelphia,  December  5, 1811. 

The  present  situation  of  the  United  States,  im- 
pressively suggests  a considerate  anticipation  of  the 
most  serious  possible  exigencies.  Though  manv 
articles  of  supply  for  immediate  use  are  in  our  pub- 
lic and -private  stores,  though  many  articles  are  con- 
Imually  imported,  though  breaches  of  the  law  may 
occasion  some  supplies  in  peace,  and  captures  may 
’produce  some  in  war,  though  the  constant  opera- 
tions of  our  established  manuf  actories  afford  more 
than  we  can  want  of  some  commodities,  yet  it  ap- 
pears beneficial  and  necessary  to  make  an  early  and 
universal  operation  with  respect  to  the  exhibition 
and  examination  of  our  local  and  general  resources 
and  capacities. 

It  is  respectfully  hoped  and  trusted,  that  it  wilfbe 
taund  convenient  and  prove  agreeable  to  every  gefi- 


tleman  in  public  stations  to  give  such  direction  to  one 
copy  of  this  paper,  as  will  ensure  its  reception,  by 
ihree  or  more  public  spirited  and  intelligent  citizeatf 
in  their  respective  states  and  districts. 

It  is  hoped,  that  those  three  or  more  public  spi- 
rited and  intelligent  citizens  will  promptly  take  the 
proper  and  necessary  measures  to  communicate  this 
paper  to  every  township,  hundred,  town,  ward  or 
other  smaller  section  of  our  counties,  cities  and  bo- 
roughs, in  order  to  ensure  a general  and  effectual 
attention  to  the  measure. 

The  gentlemen  described  and  other  public  spirit- 
ed and  intelligent  citizens  in  the  wards,  townships 
and  other  sections  of  the  cities,  boroughs  and 

countif*s  are  respectfully  invited  to  procure  every 
master  manufacturer  and  ail  persons  dealing  in  raw- 
materials,  to  make  an  early  and  full  communication 
by  mail,  addressed  to  this  office,  shewing,  witli  ex- 
actness, their  fespective  residerxes,  kinds  of  goods, 
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mrinufactured,  and  cwrr'^nt  prices,  and  the  quanti-; 
ties^  and  the  whole  amount,,  if  they  think  proper. — ! 
Tw.)  forms  of  such  a communication  are  subjoined, 
for  the  uniformity  and  explmation. 

This  opci  ition  may  be  easily  made.  The  infor- 
matKMi  v'l.ich  r wy  be  obtained,  wi.en  dig'e.sted  by 
lliis  odice,  will  phee  tlie  resoarces  and  capscities 
pfthe  CO  intry,  more  full)  behire  die  various  branch- 
es of  the  government,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  act 
as  the  nature  of  theirpowers  and  duties  m^y  appear 
to  r.,quire  or  admit.  It  will  facilitate  the  op  *r  vtlons 
of  the  purchasers  for  the  public  supplies,  whom  it 
will  enable  to  deal  with  manuf^icturers  adjacent  to 
til  " divisiotis  of  the  public  forces,  and  distant  from 
their  offices. 

Very  coiisrderable  advantage.':',  costing  nothing, 
wo:ud  resnit  to  manufactures  from  this  measure, 
by  tile  light  it  vrouM  give  upon  the  subject,  of  diis 
spoiitaneons  and  very  increasing  b)‘anch  of  the  na- 
tional trade  and  business.  Not  onlj  would  the  pub- 
lic agents  and  the  people  at  large  be  enabled  to 
know  how,  and  where  they  could  procure  supplies 
of  Aineric.m  manufactures,  but  the  legislature  and 
the  executive,  with  its  assistants,  would  be  enabled 
to  consider,  for  every  necessary  purpose,  the  value, 
the  quantity,  the  local  situations,  the  instruments 
ana  means,  the  capacities,  the  denominations  or 
k.nJs,  and  other  facts  relative  to  the  manufacturers 
Oi  tne  United  States,  their  stjOcks  of  and  fo- 

reign raw  materials  ; nd  their  goodsand  merchandize. 

A iiote  of  any  manufactures,  on  hand,  at  this  time, 
or  which  couK:  be  completed  wiihin  a few  months, 
might  be  an  useful  addition  to  the  communic’ition; 
part’calarly  of  blue,  grass  green,  buff,  white,  black, 
and  scHj'iel  broad  cloths,  at  prices  above  two  dollars, 
ana  nanow  m proportion;  white  swanskins,  and  wlijte 
piauLs  above  fifty  cents;  strong  woollen  vest  back 
ci(»ui$;  w'aoUenor  worsteii  lining  stuffs,  blue,  green, 
Blankets  of  3 to  3 1-2  pounds  weight,  6 feet 
long  and  4 2-2  feet  wide,  and  t weeled;  while  linen 
28  1-2  inches  wide,  above  35  cents,  or  anv  other 
proper  military  goods.  TENCH  COX, 

f^'i.rneyor  of  public  supplies 
Form  of  a Manufacturer'' s statement. 

Geohgk  B WriLiAMs'  of  the  tov  n.ship  of  North- 
ampton, county  of  Berkshire,  and  state  of  Mass.^-i 
cluisetts,  makes  and  sells  broad  cloths  at  two  dollars 
and  one  lialf,  u)  three  xlo’lars  per  yard;  biankots 
at  th:re  to  tiiree  -iollars  anrl  one  half  each;  narrow 
cloths  at  one  doil  o’  and  one  third  to  one  dollar  and 
one^  1*  d 1 p r yai-p;  total  of  goods  in  a year  4231 
yarns  of  broadcloth,  7"368  yu-ds  n.a'row  cloth  anri 
41o  blaijicets.  Total  value  25,5 i I dollars  and  45 
cents. 


to  be  admitted  to  make  regular  entries  Ifv 
itisn  ports,  however  irregular  llieir  shipping 


dered 
Bntis! 

p'lp.crs  niighi  bo,  or  if  alloget!>er  destitute  of 
tliem — thus  transforming  what  would  be  account- 
ed piracy  (or,  at  least,  nuke  the  property  fable  to 
seizure  . nd  certain  condemnation)  in  otlier  times, 
a legitimate  business,  “protecterl  by  the  British 
cannon.” 

Since  ilie  non-importation  law  went  intb  operation, 
astonishing  attempts  have  been  made  by  individu- 
als of  the  l^ritish  nation,  and  their  friends  in  the 
United  States,  to  set  it  at  defiance,  in  which  they 
have  extensively  succeeded ; though  seven!  sei- 
zures have  been  made  in  the  eastern  si  ates,in  which 
tho  trade  .appears  to  have  been  chiefly  carried  on. 
A thousand  artful  means  have  been  resorted  to,  to 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  of  govei  nm.ent. 
It  Will  be  seed  by  the  following  order  in  council^ 
that  the  British  ministry  have  also  interfered  in 
til  is  matter,  and  done  as  much  as  in  them  lies  to 
promote  and  encourage  a violation  of  that  law. 
This  might  have  been  anticipated.  U Great  Britain 
will  adhere  to  her  orders  in  council,  which  prevent 
us  from  carrying  the  produce  of  our  soil  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  until  the  continental  powers 
will  agree  to  receive Aer  manufactures,  (and  such, 
in  truth,  is  the  pretension  of  her  minister,)  is  it 
surprising  that  she  would  issue  an  order  in  caun- 
cil  to  facilitate  the  introduction  of  her  fabrics  into 
the  United  States!*  We  have  already  given  our 
opinion  of  the  noii-imporiation  law  (page  133) — 
and  are  happy  to  find  iv.  accords- with  the  senti- 
ments of  those  whose  business  it  is,  not  only  to 
make  laws,  but  to  see  them  executed;  and  enter- 
tain a hope  tliat  it  will  be  speedily  abandoned  or 
fully  coerced. 

From  the  Boston  Centinel. 

Americaiv  intercoukse. — A gentleman  in  town- 
h.is  received  an  official  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Bri- 
tish privy  council^  for  allowing  a trade  between  cer- 
tain ports  in  the  British  provinces  of  J^ova  Scotia  and 
jVerv  Bi'uns-wick,  and  the  United  States  of  Jlmerica; 
which,  after  reciting  a prearrible,  is  as  follows: 

“His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  by  virtue 
of  the  powers  vested  in  his  majesty,  by  the  above 
ecited  act,  is  pleased  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
.if  his  majesty,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s pnvy  council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  or- 
dered, that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November, 
1811,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  act  above 
recited,  until  further  orders  made  thereon,  it  shall 
be  lawful  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  except  in  vessels  be- 
longing to  France^  or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  to  ex- 
port from  the  ports  of  Halifax,  J^ova  Scotia,  and  the 
ports  of  St.  Jlndrews  and  St.  Johns,  JVeto  Bruns- 
tvick,  to  any  port  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America  from  which  British  vessels  are,  or  shall  be 
excluded,  any  art  icles  being  the  growth,  produce  or 
in.niufacture  of  the  unite<i  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  or  any  of  his  majesty’s  colonies, 
plantations  or  settlements  in  the  West  Indies,  pro- 
vi.Ied  such  articles  shall  liave  been  certified  by  the 
collector  and  comptroller  of  his  majesty’s  customs, 
at  any  of  the  ports  abovementioned,  from  whence 
die  same  shall  be  shipped  for  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  to^  have  been  imported 
into  one  of  the  said  provinces  of  JVova  Scotia  and 
dVew  Brunswick,  in  a British  ship  or  vessel  from  a 
port  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  from  a port  of  the  said  colonies,  planta- 
tions or  settlements;  and  also  to  import  into  the 
ports  of  Halifax,  JVova  Scotia,  and  the  ports  of  St- 
pM.'pose  ot  eiicouraging  violations  of  it,  by  citizens  \ Andrews  and*  St.  Johns,  JVew  Brunswick, i from  any 

af  tha  United  States.  American  vessels  were  or^' of  the  said  ports  of  the  United  States,  wheat  and 


iJ'e  said  George  Williams  employs  and  moves  by 
water^  one  caj'ding  inadiine  and  150  spindles;  and 
by  '‘and  four  hundred  and  ten  spindles  in  the  woollen 
mamii.  dure. 

Another  form  of  a Manufactured s statement. 
PuiLir  J.  Hahx.  No.  33,  Wa.shingr.on-slreet,  Win- 
chester, Frederict’:  county,  Virginia,  makes  and  sells 
wool  hats  at  ninety  to  one  hundred  cents  each,  ro- 
rnm,  castor  or  common  fur  hais  at  four  to  five  dol- 
lars each;  and  fine  h-its  at  five  to  six  and  one  h df 
dollars  each:  total  quantity  of  goods  in  one  yeai , 4390 
wool  h 's,  1103  rorum,  castor  or  common  fur  hats, 
208  fine  fur  hats.  Total  value  ^10,45-2. 

Smuggling. 

During  the  continuance  of  our  embargo,  a.  British 
Ol  der  in  council  issued  for  the  express  and  sole 
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grain  of  any  kind,  bread  and  biscuit  and  flour,  pitch,:  December  \S.  Mr.  Seybert  from  the  committee 


tar  and  turpentine,  such  articles  being  the  growth, 
produce,  and  manufacture  of  the  said  states/ 


appointed  on  that  part  of  the  president’s  message 
which  relates  to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and 
small  arms  and  providing  munitions  of  war,  made 

— a report,  which  was  read. 

rp  presented  a bill  from  said  committee,  au- 

1 WClllil  V^Ullpl  Coo.  thorising  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and  stores,  camp 

IN  SENATE.  equipage,  &c.  which  was  read  and  committed  to  a 

December  13.  The  senate  resumed  the  considera-  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  Friday  next, 
tion,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  of  the  bill  for  Aletterfromthesecretaryofthethetreasuryen- 
co  npletmg  the  existing  military  establishment ; and  closing  the  annual  statement  of  the  district  tonnage 
aff.-r  m .king  some  progress  in  it,  the  senate  ad-  was  laid  before  the  house,  and  read, 
joiii-  ied,  ^ The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  petition  of 

ijecember  \4<.  The  senate  resumed,  in  committee  sundry  inhabitants  of  Orange  county  New-York, 
of  the  whole,  the  consi  leration  of  ihe  bill  for  com-  praying  the  aid  of  the  general  government  to  encou* 
pleting  the  exis-ing  military  establi.shment ; wlilch  culture  of  hemp, 

wa.  reporte  I to  the  senate  by  the  j 

ameiylmenU  , anu  was  or  i g » sented  some  time  since,  as  witnesses  in  the  case  of 

the  tium  reauing.  i theUnitedSlatesvs.Burr,wasreferredtothecom- 

The  bill  to  raise  for  a limitted  time  an  additional  • .a  i . -j  r 1 

, “ , ' , uutt8e  appoiiitedto  provide  compensation  for  wit- 

mditarv  force,  was  resumed,  as  in  committee  or  the  . , r j ^ j-  • , 

jii  luai  v 1 a , nesses  in  criminal  prosecutions  depending  in  courts 

whole ; ana  read  through  oy  paragraphs,  various  l * b 

amendments  being  made  to  it.  The  senate  adjourn- 

ed  withou  t orderitig  it  to  a third  reading.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  it  was  resoi- 

December  16  Mr.  Worthington  from  the  com-  committee  on  the  public  laniLc^*- 
mit^ee  on  Indian  affairs,  reported  a bill  authorising  quire  whether  any  am’  *T\ONS.  r ^ 

the  president  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  made  to  k ^ ousideration  of  the 

comoauies  of  spies  or  rangers  for  the  protection  of  case  ../hen  resumed  the  tue  commd- 

the  franiier  of  the  United  States,  which  was  re~.  The  bouse  t the  rep 

and  ordered  to  pa.ss  to  the  second  yeajiij?-uiU  ^ i ^^tin'i^^^^  relations.  in  opposition 

Tile  'nil  for  completing  the^^-'{^er  and  j\*eeol  foreig  gpoke  for  , 

blish men t vv as  read  negative;  \ Mr- pgolulioK*  concurring  "Wil 

Mr.  Anaerso^as  determined  L\to  the  second  t^en  agreement  ta 

select  com  V shall  twenty-mg  \ The  qnesti  ^ ^ole  m following 

th&v.  cne  motion,  sn  affirmative,  ^ Lbe  committee  o tn 

pned  ^"^"^■’’^iTovesent,  vU-  campheU  second  resolu  ♦ViAusand  regular 


tntt 
gen 
Messv 


ea  iiHU'  m-eseiit,  vi^-  rampheii  o»  Ithe  secouu.  tVinusand  regu 


for 

be 


Campben  ot  i-  - “(german,  V^^^rpope,  T 

'•■'“"’''lldthoTMd-  Smrthof  IS 


binson 
iriie  . 

The  senate 


Turner,  adio«"'=^ 


troops  ought  to  o=^--,  bouuv«> 
threeyears,"  „vistmenl. 

Aud“decided  as  folVowj ; ^^dersou,  ArAer.  AveO  ^ 

VEAS.-Messrs^'^“^’t,tt 

Baker,  ^oyd,  Ur  !S.'ralcloPr.’ 


HOUSE  Blackledge*^  n^iUtia  ^n|^^^^^g^^  gullet, Uavts,  / Frank- 


■ v FUch  Frank- 


Harper,  Lefe- 

;Kent,  Macon,  MaX- 


M‘Coy, 


M‘Him, 

Nelson, 


difficulties  trainmg»  ^ t..aDinsmoor,E=‘0  ’ ^ Goldsboi 

tie  course  of  them  f.heUnitedStatesi^  ,^3H„n,Gold, 

resolution-  the  preside"  and  laU*>e“’d  Grundy,  B » ’ - . i.' 

Hesnlved,  ^.^se  to  be  P*^®P  f rules  and  i eg  ,\^ynem<m, 

be  requested  \ver,  EiUle,  - Morrow,  Heisou, 

latio'is'  by  *'V^ln/dfscipVm«*-  ^ ^r.  Randolph Hewlon,’  Ormsby,  "I’idgely, 

ef  the  «-pf Iriisr’AvS 

The  bouse  of  ^reign  Fmdleyfe  ^^"^V^dgery^^^ 


White 


—22- 


Two  or  three  un  to  make  somej  .phe  qu®®l'°,?,'" 


then  taken  on 
words  t 


the  third  resolu- 


further  hours  of  Jtourn,  


the  pre 


sident 


report,  house-ltm;;-,  T ^ expeu'';"-  ;- to  accept  the  serTice  c 

-ii^er  W 


.t 
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any  number  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  fit'u  tdou 
^and  ; to  be  organized,  trained  and  liidd  in  readiness 
to  act  on  such  service  as  the  exigencies  of  the  go- 
vernment may  require.” 

And  decided  thus  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
tJacon,  Baker,  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bihi),  Black- 
ledge,  Biecker,  Blount,  Bo}d,  Breckenridge,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun.  Cheves,  Chittenden,  Coch- 
ran Clopton,  Cooke,  Condlt,  Crawford,  D-.vis,  Daw- 
son, Desha,  Dinsmoor,  E notl,  Findley,  Fi-k,  Fitdi, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Gobi,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hill,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  H w-s, 
Hufty.  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacock.  L - 
fever.  Little, Livingston,  L ;wndes,  Lyle, Macon,  M.  x 
well,  Moore,  M‘Bride,  M‘Co5%  M‘Kee,  Me 

calf,  Milnor,  Mitchill,  Morg.m,  Morrow.  Mo.sele,, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Newbold,  Ormsby,  P .ulding,  Pe  r"- 
son,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Ponel,  Porter,  Qumcy, 
Reed,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Rodman,  Sage,  S mmons.  Server,  Sevier,  S:ybe.it, 
Shaw,  Sheffey,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Stow,  Strong,  Sul 
livan,  Talmadge,  Tallman,  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner, 
Van  Cortlandt,  White,  Whitehill,  Willianu-,  Wioge 
vy,  Wilson,  Winn,  Wright: — 113. 

NAYS,-— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brigham,  Ch  mp;or 
Davenport,  Ely,  Gray,  J ackson.  Law,  Lewis,  Potter, 
Randolph,^  J.  Smith,  Stanford,  Sturges,,  Tag'gart, 
Wheaton. — 16.  ‘ ' 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  fourth  resolu- 
tion in  the  following  words  : 

“That  the  president  be  authorised  to  order  on? 
from  time  to  time,  such  detachments  of  the  militia 
as  in  his  opinion  the  public  service  may  require.” 

“ And  decided  as  follows  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson  Archer,  Avery> 
Bacon,'  Baker,  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Black- 
ledge,  Blecker,  Blount,  Boyd,  Breckenridge.  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Chittend-  n,  Coch- 
ran, Clopton,  Cooke,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Emott,  Findley,  Fisk, 
Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hail, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hufiy,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Ken  , 
King,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Lewis,  Little,  Livingston, 
Lowdes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M‘Bryde, 
M‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  Milnor,  Mitchill, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Mosely,  Nelson,  Newbold,  New 
ton,  Ormsby,  Paulding,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Rodman, 
Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,Seybert,  Shaw,  Shef- 
fey, Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stroig,  Sul- 
livan Talmadge,  Tallman,  Tracy,  Tronp,  Turner, 
Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
liams, Widgery,  Wilson,  Winn,  Wright. — 120. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brigham,  Champion* 
Davenport,  Jackson,  Law,  Sturges,  Taggart. — 8. 

The  queston  was  then  taken  on  the  fifth  resolution, 
in  the  words  following : 

“ That  all  the  vessels  not  now  in  service  belonging 
to  the  navy  and  worthy  of  repair  be  immediately 
fitted  up  and  put  in  commission.” 

And  carried  as  follows  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bacon,  Baker,  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bigelow, 
Blackledge,  Blecker,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham, Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cheves, 
Chittenden,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Cooke,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Ely, 
Emott,  Findley,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hal), 


O ii  ' M;.  !•  , Hawes,  Hyneman,  Jackson,  John- 

•,  K K ■ ...  Ij  C' c‘::,  L.  L.-tf’V.-r,  Lutle, Liv- 
mgs'.on,  Lo  • r.  - s.  L Ir,  M xwt  lj.  Morae,  M’Bryde, 
M’Coy,  M’K  m,  MvtcaH,  Milnor,  Mitchill,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  M 1‘^y,  N N wi'-old,  New'ton, 

Ormsby,  Pauluin,,,  Per.rsoi  , Pick  nh,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pond,  Pr)  er,  Quincy,  R J,  Riv.geh,  Ring* 
.gold.  Re,  Ronne,  Roberts,  S.ige,  S.  mmons,  Sea* 
ver,  S- vuu , S .-ybert,  Shau,  G.  SnrTith,  J.  Smith, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Suliivan, T.  g;.-  it,  Talmadgt , Tall- 
in «ri.  Tr  cy,  Troup,  Tnnv-i-,  V I!  Cortl.indt,  Whea- 
'on,  Wbitf,  Widg-ty,  Wilsr  n,  Winn,  Wnght— 111. 

Nays. — Me.ssrs.  B.bb,  Boyd,  Brown,  Gray, 
Htifiy,  Lvwis,  Macon,  Poller,  R ndoiph,  Rod- 
mnn,  Soefley,  Snulie,  S.-mf'oru,  Whi  ehill  Wil- 
o.ms.— 15 

The  qu  stion  was  put  from  the  chair  on  the  6th 
resolution,  in  these  words  : 

6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels  owned  exclusively  by  residont  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to 
arm  under  proper  regulations  lo  be  prescribed  by 
law,  in  self-defence  against  all  unlawful  proceedings 
towards  them  on  the  high  seas. 

When  the  resolution  was,  on  motion,  ordered  to 
Ilf:  on  the  table. 

The  three  firs't  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  pre- 
sent establishment,  for  raising  an  additional  number 
of  regulars,  and  authorising  the  acceptance  of  vo- 
lumters’  services,  were  i*eferred  to  the  committee 
who  veporied  them,  with  instructions  to  bring  in 
bdi^  in  pursuance  il»<*reof. 

And  then  the  house  adjourmsU. 

W tdiieMay,  rtccember  17. 

MARITIMK  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  appointed  o» 
that  part  ol  the  president’s  messi-ge  which  relates 
to  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  made  the  follow- 
ing report  in  part : 

“ The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  preskieni’s  ot  the  5th  of  November, 

1811,  asrekites  to  die  defence  of  our  maruime  fron- 
tier, report  in  part,  ihat  two  comn;unicalions  from 
the  secretary  at  war,  which  accompany  iliis  report, 
which  w ere  made  in  reply  to  queries  propounded 
by  the  conimittee, contain  the  best  information  on 
the  subject  which  tluy  have  been  able  to  collect. — 
That  one  of  them  contains  an  enumeration  of  the 
permanent  fortifications  which  h.ave  been  completed 
or  comm.: . need,  with  remarks  on  the  troops  neces- 
sary to  garrison  them.  That  for  the  completion  of 
works  already  con-menced,  no  further  appropria- 
tion is  requisite.  But  that  some  additional  works 
are  deemed  necessary,  the  precise  extent  of  which 
cannot  at  present  be  determined;  for  which,  and 
for  contingent  objects  of  defence  on  our  maritime 
frontier,  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  the  committee 
recommend  an  appropriation  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars ; and  the  committee  for  that  purpose  beg  leave 
to  report  a bill,  entitled  “ a bill  making  a further 
appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier.” 

Mr.  Cheves  then  presented  a bill  making  a fur- 
ther appropriation  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime 
frontier ; which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  same  committee  also  made 
a detailed  report  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  estab- 
lishment. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  same  committee  presented 
a bill  concerning  the  naval  establishment  ; which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  president’s  message  which  relates  t® 
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filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlist rnenls  ot 
the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliaiy  torce,  Vo 
acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  to  detachment  m 
miliiia,  and  to  such  a preparation  oi  he  great  bodv 
of  militia,  as  will  proportion  its  userulness  to  its  in- 
trinsic c.ip  icity,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  lay  on 
the  table  all  the  documents  obtained  by  hat  commu- 
tee  from  the  war  department  on  the  subjects  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Newton  reported  a bill  to  ileprive  in  certain 
cases  ships  or  vessels  of  their  American  character, 
and  to  prevent,  under  certain  disabilities  any  citizen 
of  the  United  Spates  from  taking  a license  from  any 
foreign  power  to  navigate  the  ocedi,  or  trade  Wi'.li 
any  other  foreign  power.  Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Newton  also  reported  a bill  to  prevent  tae 
exportation  from  the  United  Stages  or  territories 
thereof  o!  any  goods,  wares  or  mercaunclize  un  Ir  r 
the  auth'H'ity  of  permits  or  licen.s. s deriv'ed  bum 
any  foreign  power:  wliich  was  twice  read  and  ccm- 
mit'^ed. 

Mr.  Poindexter  reported  a bill  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  ttie  Mississippi  territory  to  form  a consti- 
tution and  state  governniSnt,  and  for  the  alnussion 
of  such  s’ate  into  the  union  < n an  equal  footing  whh 
the  original  states;  which  wa*  twice  rea'  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  b U from  the  senate  for  completing  the  ex- 
isting military  establishment,  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  house  then  proceeded  on  motion  of  Mr.  Black 
ledge  to  consider  the  I’esolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  13th,  which  was  modified  so  as  vo  read  as 
follows: 

*‘JResolved,  That  the  president  of  the  Unitea  States 
be  requi'sted  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
the  hou.se  a system  of  rules  and  regulations  proper  to 
be  adopted  for  training  and  disciplining  the  regular 
troops  and  militia  of  the  United  St-.tes” 

The  I solution  was  agreed  to,  an-i  M -ssrs.  Black- 
ledge  am:  Uivmgstpn  appointed  a committee  to  pre- 
sent the  same  to  ‘he  president. 

Tile  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  apportionment  bill; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

FOREIGN  RELAllpNS. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
finished business. 

T^e  fifth  resolution  yesterday  adopted,  respecting 
the  navy,  was  referred  to  the  cornmittep  of  the  whole 
to  whom  was  this  day  committed  the  bill  concerning 
the  naval  establishmeni;  and  the  fourth,  respecting 
authorizing  the  executive  to  call  out  detachments  of 
militia,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations to  i:eport  a bill. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  sixth 
and  last  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  in  ihe 
following  words; 

6.  Thet  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm 
under  proper  i*egul.ations  to  be  prescribed  by  law, 
in  self-defence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  to- 
wards them  on  the  high  seas 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  add- 
ing thereto  the  following: 

**J[nd  that  if  attacked  by  any  British  ship  or  ves 
selfitsha’l  be  lavjfnl  to  capture  and  bring  such  ship 
or  vessel  into  any  port  o f the  United  Stales  "for  adjudi 
cation. 
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.M-.  F ;ialey  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
si. Itratioa  of  the  resolution  and  amendment,  to  the 
firs ! Monday^  in  March  next. 

After  debate  -on  these  motions  the  house  adjourn- 
ed '.vi  bout  coming  <o  a decision  on  either. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  se- 
n.'te  “completing  the  existing  military  establish- 
ment,” reported  the  same  without  amendment.  Re- 
ferred to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

BATTLE  ON  THE  WABASH. 

Mr.  Ormshy  moved  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  provision 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  for  paying  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  .the  militia  who  served  under  governor 
Harrison  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians 
on  the  Wabash,  1o  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of 
horses,  and  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of 
'hose  who  fell  in  the  action  of  the  7th  of  November 
Iasi . 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M‘Kee  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration: 

R'soived,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house 
such  informwtion  as  maybe  in  the  possession  of  the 
government  and  proper  to  be  communicated,  on  the 
following  points: 

1st,  Any  evidence  leading  to  shew  whether  any 
and  what  agency  the  subjects  either  public  or  pn- 
v.^te  of  any  foreign  power  may  have  had  in  exciting; 
the  Indians  on  the  western  frontier  to  hostility  against 
the  United  States. 

2.  The  evidence  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States  on  the  part  of  the  Shawnese  prophet  and  his 
adherents,  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
late  campaign  against  them  under  command  of  go- 
vernor Harrison. 

3 The  orders  .and  authority  vested  in  governor 
Harrison  by  the  United  States,  under  which  the  late 
expedition  against  the  Indians  was  carried  on,  and 
such  other  information  relating  to  the  subject  as  in 
the  opinion  of  t he  president  may  be  proper  tQ  be  com- 
municated to  the  house. 

This  resolution  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Rhea  presented  petitions  from  Louisiana  ter- 
ritory, in  favor  of  the  second  grade  of  government. 
Referred, 

The  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  (respecting  arming  merchantmen,  &c.) 
was  called  for,  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

APPOltTlONMENT  BILL. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference  made  the  11th 
inst.  together  with  the  message  from  the  senate  ad- 
hering to  their  amendments  to  the  bill  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  to  commit 
the  bill  and  report  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and 
negatived. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr,  Fisk,  that  this 
house  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate. 

After  much  debate. 

The  question  was  decided  as  follows; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Ba- 
con, Bartlett,  Bibb,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Boyd, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Daven- 
port, Davis,  Diiismoor,  Ely,  Emmott,  Findley, 
Fisk,  Fitch,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Green,  B.  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hyneman,  Jackson,  Kent,  Key, 
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Law,  Little,  Livingston,  Lyle,  M’K.ii;,  Metc.if, 
Milner,  Mitchiil,  Moseley,  Paulding,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Ridgely, 
Ringgold,  Rodman,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sey- 
bert,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Stow,  S rong,  Spur- 
ges, Sullivan,  Taggait,  Talmadge,  Tallman,  Tracy, 
Turner,  Van  Gortlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  Widgery, 
Wright — 72. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alston,  Baker,  Bird,  Bassett, 
Bb.ckledge,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cbeves,  Cochran,  Clopton, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Franklin, 
Gliolsoi).  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Grundy,  Hawes,  Hufly, 
Johnson,  Kiflg,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  Maxwell,  Mooiv,  M’Bryde,  M’Coy,  M’Kee, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  Newbold,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Randolph, 
Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sevier,  ShefFey,  J.  Smitii, 
Stanford,  Stewart,  Troup,  Whitehill,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Winn— 62. 

So  the  hoiise  agreed  to  recede  from  their  disagree- 
me7it  to  the  senate's  amendment,  -which  of  course  pre- 
vails, and  the  ratio  is  fixed  at  35,000. 

^ The  house  udjourned  at  4 o’clock. 

Thursday,  Dec.  19 — A message  from  the  president 
was  received  Wing  before  congress  two  letters  from 
governor  Harrison,  explaining  in  detail  the  affair  on 
the  Wabash.  [Which  shall  be  laid  before  our  rea- 
ders when  the  copies  are  received.] 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  sixth 
resolution  attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  relations,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wright 
to  amend  the  samd  (as  noted  in  the  preceding  mi- 
nutes) being  befori^  the  house — 

After  some  remarks,  the  proposed  amendment 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  resolve,  as  originally  repor- 
ted, adopted — 97  to  22 — anal  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  relations  to  report  a bill. 

The  proceedings  shall  be  noticed  more  in  detail 
in  our  next. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  Dec.  21, 1811. 

The  report  of  the  promotion  of  captain  Bingham, 
for  his  attack  on  the  President,  is  contradicted  in 
the  London  papers.  The  British,  king  was  living 
on  the  8th  of  November,  but  seems  to  be  gradually 
declining  in  strength.  The  last  accounts  from  the 
Mediterranean  state  there  are  17,000  British  tVoops 
in  Sicily — an  alarming  scarcity  of  grain  is  said  to 
exist  in  the  countries  situated  on  this  sea.  Bonaparte 
was  expected  to  return  to  Paris  early  in  November, 
from  his  late  tour.  The  Pacific,  from  New  York, 
arrived  at  Liverpool  in  19  days-^being  only  sixteen 
from  land  to  land.  Many  valuable  captures  have 
been  made  since  the  last  notice  of  them,  by  the 
British,  of  American  vessels  to  and  from  Prance. 

The  emperor  of  France  has  rendered  Antwerp 
one  of- the  strongest  places,  and  best  naval  stations 
in  the  world.  The  works  are  prodigious  ; the  dock 
yards  extensive  and  convenient  without  example, 
'f  wenty  three  vessels  of  war,  of  which  eight  are 
three  'deckers,  are  on  the  stocks.  The  bason  will 
hold  fifty  ships  of  the  line. 

The  bank  of  England  has  declared  a half  yearly 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  10  percent,  per  annum,  the 
poinage  of  small  change  by  the  bank  is  continued. 

The  armies  in  Spain  and  Portugal  remain  inac- 
tive. Both  parties  seem  to  have  adopted  a Fabian 
system  of  war,  as  if  striving  to  weary  out  each  other 
by  delays.  Spirited  recontres  of  small  parties 
frequently  take  place,  of  which  the  success  is  vari- 
ous. Lord  W^ellington’s  head  quarters  were  at 


Freneda  on  the  22d  October.  The  exportation  of 
specie  from  Spain  is  prohibited  by  the  cortes.  Tar- 
ragona is  said  to  have  been  retak-^n  by  the  Spa- 
niards, by  which  the  French  lost  between  4 and  5000 
men. 

The  Buenos  Ayreans  (republicans)  are  still  carry* 
ing  on  ihe  war  against  the  Montevideans  (roy;  lists) 
— the  success  is  doubtful,  as  ihegovernmen  of  Bra- 
zil has  sent  7 00  men  to  the  assistance  of  +he  1.  tier. 
A deputation  from  the  provinces  of  Peru  and  P ^ra- 
guay  were  to  meet  at  Buenos  Ayres  in  Noven.ber 
last.  The  republicans  appear  much  perplexed  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  torles. 

Within  thirty  miles  of  the  town  of  Providence,  R. 
r.  there  are  76  cotton  mills,  several  of  which  are  just 
erected.  They  have  51,690  .spindles  in  opera  ion, 
and  might  (and  probably  soon  will)  run  111,690 
spindles.  The  spindles  at  present  in  use  make  yarn 
enough  to  weave  128,655  yards  of  cloth  per  week, 
at  30  cents  per  yard,  worth  J§97.476  25. 

So  much  in  one  little  spot,  for  the  British  orders 
and  French  decrees. 

The  law  passed  by  the  house  of  delegates  of  this 
state  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Maryland  line,”  noticed  in  our  last,  has  been  re- 
jected by  the  senate. 

It  will  be  seen  in  our  congressional  proceedings 
that  the  house  of  representatives  has  receded  fj  om 
its  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  tl\e  senate,  re- 
specting the  .apportionment  bill.  The  ratio  is  fixed 
at  35,000  and  wants  only  the  signature  of  ‘the  pre- 
sident to  make  it  a law— by  referring  to  the  table, 
(No.  13,  page  237)  the  number  of  representatives 
that  each  state  is  entitled  to,  will  appear. 

The  Editor^s  liepartment. 

Until  we  made  an  examination  of  the  official  co- 
py of  the  documents  accompanying  the  president’s 
message,  we  thought  they  were  concluded  with 
Mr.  Erving’s  correspondence,  which  is  terminated 
in  the  supplement  to  A'o.  14,  issued  ivith  the  present 
number.  We  find,  however,  that  the  official  state- 
ment made  by  the  officers  of  the  Little  Belt  has  been 
omitted— It  shall  promptly  appear.  Whatever  may 
be  Qur  private  opinions,  we  never  will  inake  our- 
selves liable  to  the  charge  of  suppressing,  or  ne- 
glecting to  insert,  any  official  paper  belonging  to  any 
series  of  them  laid  off  for  the  Register.  *-^Jlll  or. 
7ione,’*  Is  our  motto. 

Tlie  speeches  of  the  governors  of  the  several 
states — generally  affording  us  an  epitome  of  their 
history,  and  unfolding  much  interesting  matter  re- 
garding their  polity  and  resources,  as  also  enabling 
us  frequently  to  draw  very  important  political  con- 
clusions, shall  all  have  a place  in  this,  paper — in 
the  order  received. 

The  current  of  political  matter — much  of  it  highly 
interesting — still  overwhelms  us.  We  have  m.-  ny 
articles  on  manufactures,  and  of  a iniscellaneotis 
nature,  that  we  are  very  desirous  of  inserting.  Two 
or  three  weeks  more,  we  expect,  will  relieve  us  from 
the  pressure  The  proceedings  of  congress,  at  this 
important  period,  we  shall  carefully  detail — and 
give  some  of  the  speeches,  when,  from  the  chief 
part  of  them  being  before  us,  shall  be  the  better 
able  to  judge  which  of  them  may  be  most  useful  to 
our  readers,  or  honorable  to  the  members,  to  re- 
cord, publishing  those  on  opposite  sides,  (fj^  In 
examining  the  yeas  and  nays  in  congress,  a reference 
to  the  list  of  members,  (No.  13,  p.  233)  will  be  sa- 
tisfactory. As  our  work  grows  older,  il.s  importance 
as  a BOOK  OF  keferenck,  will  become  the  more  (TA- 
liifest. 
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1 wish  no  other  herald 

“No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions, 

*‘To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare-^n'ES'RT  tttt. 
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Virginia  Legislature. 

’ HOUSE  OF  HELEGATES. 

Tuesday,  T)ecember  17,  1811. — A motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Robertson  that  the  house  adopt  the 
following’  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  this  assembly  is  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  present  crisis  touching’  our 
foreign  relations,  and  sensible  of  -he  encroachments 
which  the  gi’eat  belligerent  powers  of  Europe  have 
been  gradually  and  regularly  making  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  until  their 
persons  and  their  property  have  been  swept  from 
the  ocean,  which,  we  believe  to  have  been  made 
by  the  God  or’  nature  for  the  free  and  common  use 
of  all  nations,  who  might  be  pursuing  a lawful  trade; 
and  whereas  most  of  these  injuries  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  operation  of  the  orders  in  counc  l, 
adopted  by  the  British  government,  and  attempted 
to  be  justified  upon  principles  not  less  vicious  than 
in  their  consequences;  they  are  injurious  and  op- 
pressive; and  whereas  tke  forbearance  which  has 
been  manifested  by  the  general  government,  arising 
ife’om  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  to  our  country  the 
blessings  of  peace,  has  been  mistakenly  construed 
into  a want  of  spirit  and  firmness  in  both  the  go- 
vernment and  the  people;  and  whereas  all  hopes  of 
obtaining  from  Great  Britain,  by  honorable  nego- 
ciation,  redress  for  past,  or  security  against  future 
wrongs,  ought  now  to  be  abandoned,  and  other 
means  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to 
the  United  States  the  just  and  natural  rights 
which  belong  to  them  by  the  well  established  prin- 
ciples of  national  law,  and  which  peaceable  and 
repeated  remonstrances  have  hitherto  failed  to  en- 
sure; and  whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
by  certain  resolutions  recently  reported  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  by  their  committee  on  foreign 
relations,  seems  about  to  assume  an  attitude,  which 
in  the  opinion  of  this  assembly,  calls  for  an  expres- 
sion of  sentiment  by  the  people,  whose  representa- 
tives vre  are,  and  on  whom  the  burdens  and  blood- 
slied  of  war  must  fall — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly,  speaking,  as  they 
believe  they  do,  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  com- 
monwealth, have  viewed  with  approbation,  the  uni- 
form zeal,  and  just  remonstrances,  pursued  and 
adopted  by  the  general  government  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  from  Great  Britain  by  honorable  ne- 
gociation,  a redress  of  the  many  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  us  by  her  orders  in  council,  and  other  mea- 
sures equally  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  assembly,  that 
however  highly  we  value  the  blessings  of  peace, 
and  however  we  may  deprecate  the  evils  of  war, 
the  period  has  now  arrived  when  peace,*  as  we  now 
have  it,  is  disgraceful,  and  war  is  honorable. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  will  support  the 
general  government  m all  coasti'tutional  and  legiti- 


mate measures  which  may  be  adopted  in  vindicauon 
of  ihe  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Uhi  ed 
States,  and  in  support  of  u e dhai-acier  and  dignity 
o..  the  government  thereof;  and  for  rhese  purposes 
we  pledge  “our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sa- 
cred honor.’* 


Kentucky  Le^i«^1'ttnre. 

In  tJte  ho^ise  of  representatives,  December,  1811, 

Impressea  wi  h the  belief  that  iiuaonal  feeling 
and  grati'.ude  are  the  besi  security  to  the  endur- 
ance ot‘  our  republic,  and  giving  life  and  energy  to 
the  body  politic,  renders  us  firm  in  our  union  and 
formidable  to  our  enemies — That  it  is  a country’s 
gratitude  that  compensates  ihe  soldier  for  his  scars 
perpetuates  grateiul  recollection  of  his  services,  and 
induces  the  living  to  emulate  the  heroic  deeds  of  the 
dead— That  it  is  a country’s  gratitude  that  softens 
the  rugged  pangs  of  those  left  to  mourn  husbant^ 
fathers  and  friends  loat  in  avenging  a country’s 
wrongs;  with  a view  to  the  proper  expression  of  this 
gratitude — 

Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  Kentucky— 
That  the  brave  deeds  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  in 
the  late  battle  on  the  Wabash,  deserve  not  encomi- 
ums only,  but  unfading  fame  in  the  hearts  of  their 
countrymen. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  body  and 
their  oificers,  will,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  wear’ 
crape  on  their  left  arms,  in  testimony  of  their  deep 
regret  for  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  meritorious  cols. 
Daviess  and  Owen,  and  the  other  volunteers  from 
Kentucky,  who  fell  in  battle. 

And  as  a further  tribute  to  their  memory.  Re- 
solved—that  Messrs.  J.  H.  Hawkins,  Moore  and 
D.  Trimble  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  John  Rowan,  Esq.  and  soli- 
cit his  attendance  at  the  caprtol  on  some  day  which, 
he  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  a 
funeral  oration  on  the  death  of  the  late  colonels 
D.VVTE.SS  and  Owen,  and  the  other  heroes  who  fell 
in  the  late  battle  on  tire  Wabash. 

Extract,  &c.  Att. 

THOMAS  DOUGHERTY,  c.  n.  8. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

LANCASTER,  Dec.  5,  1811. 

This  day  Mr.  Gremmil,  the  newly  elected  sena,- 
tor  from  the  district  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  oc- 
cupied the  floor  for  a short  time,  while  making  some 
very  excellent  observations  on  a preamble  and  reso- 
lutions which  he  has  submitted  to  ihe  consideration 
of  the  senate.  Mr.  Gremmil  was  heard  with  that 
attention  and  re.spect  to  which  both  his  matter  and 
his  manner  entitled  him.  His  talents  and  principles 
make  him  an  acquisition  to  the  legislative  councils 
of  the  state.  Believing  that  even  an  outline  of  his 
speech  would  be  acceptable  to  your  readers,  togeehr 
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tV*er  M'ith  a copv  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions,  I 
herewith  transmit  them!  Deyn.  Press. 

Mr.  Speaker — The  attention  of  the  Louse  not 
bein',  at  this  moment  particulaidv  occupied,  I rise 
to  ('^erafevr  resolutions.  As  it  is  the  first  time 
that  I have  had  the  honor  to  rise  in  a legislative 
body,  i^  c -nnoT  be  supposed  that  1 am  minutely  ac- 
quainted will  rules  of  proceeding.  If,  therefoie.  T, 
ill  any  instance,  deviate  from  them,  I hope  that  such 
deviations  m >.v  be  viewed  with  a charitable  eye,  a 
cor  ection  from  the  chair,  or  fiom  any  member  of 
the  senate,  shall,  on  my  part,  be  most  thankfully  re- 
ceived. 

The  resolutions,  sir,  which  I offer,  grow  out  of 
the  ex  isting  disturbed  state  of  our  foreign  relations. 
They  are  immediately  bottomed  on  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  coirlmunicated 
to  Congress  on  the  5th  of  November  last.  One  in- 
deed is  an  exception;  bu+:  xhat  one  is  in  the  spirit 
and  coincident  with  the  design  ot  that  luminous, 
temperate  and  patriotic  message. 

In  offei  ing  them  I have  thy'ee  objects  in  view. 

From  the  “unfriendly  disclosures”  which  have 
been  m^ade  to  the  President  in  the  late  diplomatic 
corresponde^’ce,  be  has  drawn  the  conclusion  for 
himself,  and  communicated  it  to  the  public,  that 
war  will  be  the  probable  event. 

My  first  object,  therefoie,  is  to  convince  the  mass 
of  our  own  constituents,  of  its  justice  and  necessity 
by  a short  and  intelligible  statement  of  its  causes, 
sanctioned  by  the  legislative  authority. 

With  this,  is  closely  connected  another  considera- 
tion of  importance.  * The  local  situat  ion,  the  great 
population,  the  well-known  intelligence,  and  the 
distinguished  patrioxisTp  of  Pennsylvania,  justly 
render  her  an  object  of  imitation  to  her  sister  states 

By  the  early  adoption  of  this  measure,  therefore, 

we  may  be  instrumental  m spreading  this  all  im- 
portant conviction  from  the  territory  of  Orleans  to 
the  district  of  Maine.  1 call  it,  sir,  an  all  impor- 
tant conviction;  for  if  we  should  be  painfully  and 
reluctanlly  forced  into  a war,  what  can  be  of  higher 
importance  tlian  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
have  a clear  and  strong  conviction  of  its  justice  and 
necessity. 

Mv  second  object  is  to  strengthen  the  hands,  to 
encourage  the  hearts,  to  invigorate  (not  enlighten) 
the  deliberation  of  the  national  legislature,  in  car- 
rying into  effect  the  measures  expressed  and  im- 
plied in  the  President’s  message. 

My  third  object  is,  to  daunt  the  spirit  of  aggres- 
sion, and  thereby  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  an 
actual  resort  to  hostilLies.  I bc-lieve,  sir,  no  gen- 
tlemen in  this  house,  no  man  in  our  country^,  will 
controvert  the  truth  of  the  assertion  that  a tempe- 
rate, firm,  dignified  and  solemn  determination  to 
re;pel  aggression,  is  not  an  unlikely  mean  to  pre- 
vent it.  j 

To  confirm  the  truth  of  this  assertion  I need  not, 
sir,  refer  vou  to  a most  conspicuous  and  far-famed 
reverse  it;  in  which  reverse  the  long-suffering, 
patience,  tenderness  and  forbearance  of  our  amiable 
and  pacific  government,  instead  of  softening,  have 
embeidened  aggressors,  and  covered  the  face  of  the 
ocean  itself  with  a deluge  of  aggression. 

You  will  find,  sir,  ihal  I liave  given  to  these  reso- 
lutions neither  tlie  character  of  an  address  to  the 
P- esident  of  the  Uixited  States,  nor  the  character 
of  instructions  to  our  senators  and  requests  to  our 
representatives  in  congi'ess.  My  reason  is  this: — 
The  question  seems  to  be  undecidefl,  in  the  public 
mind,  whether  the  people  and  ieg’islatures  of  the 
several  states  have,  or  have  not,  a right  to  address 
insti  actions  to  those  whom  they  have  selected  to 


serve  them  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  I have 
therefore,  shunned  a form  which  might  lead  to  any 
division  or  opposition:  tor,  in  my  estiinaiion,  har- 
mony, unanimity,  and  brotherly  love  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  are  iiifinitely  more  valuable  than 
ail  the  advantages  that  c.-n  possibly  be  derived  from 
a rigid  adherence  .o  a dubious  principle. 

These  resoiu'iions,  " ith  their  preamble,  are  in- 
tended by'^  tlie  mot  ev,  to  be  merely  a simple,  but  a 
solemn  and  impressive  expression  of  the  legislative 
mind. 

Pesolutions  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
government  vdth  the  beUitferent  poioers. 

READ  IN  SENATE, 

DEfT-XUER  5,  1811. 

7'he  present  is  a period  replete  with  national  oc- 
currences, as  momentous  as  ever  marked  the  annals 
of  the  world.  That  colbsion  of  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires,  which  has  deluged  Europe  with  blood,  borne 
down  the  pj'ucfice,  and  nearly  extinguished  the 
principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  is  not  in  its  ef- 
fects, confined  to  that  unhappy  quarter  of  the  globe. 
The  unparalleled  prosperity,  the  enterprising  spirit, 
and  the  expanding  commerce  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  have  rendered  them  to  the  two  mighty 
belligerents,  an  object  of  envy,  and  a medium  of  re- 
taliation, pretended, as  to  one, and  iniquitous  in  both. 

The  emperor  of  the  French  has  yet  much  to  do, 
before  the  just  claims  of  our  country  can  be  satis- 
fied— ^but  he  has  annulled  those  decrees  which  were 
the  only  legal  obstruction  to  a friendly  and  cena- 
mercial  intercourse  with  his  dominbns.  He  has 
annulled  tho.se  very  decrees  on  which  the  British 
g-overnment  solemnly  declared  its  orders  in  council 
to  be  suspended.  To  the  British  government  and 
to  the  world,  he  has  evinced  the  extinguishment  of 
those  decrees  by  the  united  evidence  of  solemn  pro- 
fession and  uniform  practice. 

But  have  the  orders  in  council  expired  with  the 
French  decrees.?  No.  Compared  with  their  ym/or, 
\\\e\Y  subsequent  operation  has  been  as  life  fi'om  the 
dead.  They  have  been  executed  with  redoubled  ri- 
gor. Our  seamen  are  impressed:  our  citizens  rob- 
bed: our  flag  prostrated:  our  oxvn  waters  infested: 
our  coasting  trade  annoyed:  our  harbors  blockaded. 
While  maritime  oppression  has  thus  risen  to  its 
summit,  an  envoy  extraordinaiy  is  sent  to  our  gov- 
ernment, not  (as  might  have  been  reasonably  expect- 
ed) to  soften  our  irritated  country,  by  conciliatoiy 
language:  not  to  ofier  atonement  for  off  ences  and 
indemnifications  for  wrongs  that  are  past.  These, 
with  a single  exception,  he  passes  over  as  things  be- 
neath the  notice  of  the  British  government  or  its 
envoy^•  or  as  injuries  to  which  the  inexhaustible  for- 
bearance, the  presumed  timidity,  or  the  abject  , de- 
basement of  the  American  government,  would  en- 
sure her  silent  submission.  He  commences  a new 
species  and  system  of  insult.  He  prescribes  to  the 
President  what  he  shall  recommend,  and  what  the 
national  legislature  shall  enact.  He  demands  a law 
which  shall  admit  the  products  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States; 
although  American  manufactures  aie,  even  in  time 
of  peace,  excluded  from  the  British  dominions.  He 
commands  the  American  government  to  procure,  of 
Napoleon,  an  abandonment  of  his  continental  sys- 
tem, and  the  admission  of  British  products  and  m.a- 
nufaclures  into  his  own  and  the  ports  of  his  allies. 

A compliance  with  the  first  of  these  demands,  is 
a relinquishment  of  sovereignty.  To  fulfil  the  lat- 
ter, the  United  States  liave  neither  right,  or  power, 
nor  the  folly  to  attempt.  The  first  is  degrading;  the 
second  impossible.  And  yet  a submission  to  these 
royal  mandates,  is  meriacingly  declared  to  be  the 
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S aie  of  the  Uniied  States,  the  President’s  message^, 
delivered  to  both  houses  of  Congress  on  the  5th 
inst.  and  from  the  important  contents  of  that  in- 
strument, I deem  it  my  duty,  upon  reflection,  offi- 
cially to  lay  it  before  you. 

I'lie  President  by  this  public  act,  not  only  tells 
us  of  the  hostile  disposi-ion  and  conduct  of  the 
British  government  to  the  United  Su'ies  for  years 
past,  and  of  their  perseverance  in  tvitholding  a 
remedy  for  wrongs  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for 
it,  but  that  they  perseve-e  in  the  execution  0'“ 


only  condition  on  tvhich  the  orders  in  council  shall 
be  repealed,  and  the  violation  of  our  neutral  rights 
discontinued. 

Solemnly  impressed  with  these  considerations, 
and  contemplating  demands  so  unjust,  so  unreason- 
able, so  disrespectful  to  the  intelligence,  and  so  in- 
sulting ro  the  sovereignty  of  an  enlightened,  free 
and  independent  people: 

WE  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met,  do  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  the  British  go-  sures,  wdiich  under  existing  circumstances,  hui'e 

vernmentj  as  exhibited  by  her  naval  power  on  the  the  character  as  well  as  the  ePect  o^  on  cur 
high  seas,  and  expressed  by  her  envoy  near  the  lawful  commerce.  He  then  observes:  ‘‘With  this 
United  States,  merits  the  reprobation,  and  cannot  evidence  gf  hostile  inflexibili  y in  tramp  ir*g  on 
but  rouse  the  virtuous  indignation  of  every  friend  to  riglits  which  no  independent  nation  can  relinquis'li, 
this  country  and  its  government.  congress  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  United 

2.  That  when  submission  or  resistance.  States  in  an  armor  and  at  itude  demanded  by  the 
to  the  unjust  demands  of  a tyrant,  is  the  alternative,the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit 
latter  only  can  be  chosen  by  the  freemen  of  America,  and  expectations.”  And  permit  me  also  to  observe, 

3.  Resolved,  That  although  we  would  rejoice  in  shat  the  present  crisis  is  one,  in  which  the  state  of 

that  adoption  and  practice  of  justice,  which  would  XJeorgialias  not  only  an  equal,  but  a gi  eater  inter- 
secure  to  Great  Britain,  our  friendship  and  friendly  cst,  in  proportion  to  her  weultli  and  census,  than 
intercourse,  we  will,  in  order  to  repel  aggression  Jiny  other  state  in  the  Union.  The  exient  and 
and  obtain  reparation,  vigorously  exert  all  the  pow-  weakness  of  our  seaboard;  our  frontier  on  the  FIo- 
ers  which  we  possess,  to  accelerate  the  accomplish-  r Idas  and  Indians;  and  other  local  circumstances 
ment  of  such  military  preparations,  as  the  wisdom  familiar  to  the  mind  of  eveiy  one,  but  which  I 
of  our  national  legislature  may  require:  shall  forbear  to  niention,  are  among  the  cruises 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  our  duty  as  legislators,  to  wdiich  render  our  situation  peculiarly  interesting  at 
employ  a suitable  portion  of  the  finances  of  this  ffic  present  moment;  yet  interesting  and  eventful 
commonwealth,  in  promoting  the  growth  and  pros-  as  it  is,  we  are  bound  to  meet  it,  and  to  meet  too 
perity,  and  in  securing  tlie  permanence  of  our  infant  with  that  spirit  which  ought  to  characi  erise  free- 
mamifactures;  that  as  individuals  of  the  communi-  men  who  know  and  appreciate  their  rights,  radier 
ty,  we  will,  as  much  as  possible,  abstain  from  wear-  l^jan  any  longer  submit  to  the  violation  of  those 
ing  any  thing  in  our  apparel  that  is  not  the  product  rights;  a violation  “bi  ought  home  to  tiie  thier  liold 
of  these  manufactures;  and  that  we  will  recom-  of  o’.!!*  territory”  by  a domineering  nation  wnose 
mend  the  same  patriotic  practice  to  our  constituents,  justice  is  measured  by  their  stiength,  and  law  of 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  question  merits  serious  nations  expounded  by  \heir  in  .eresi. 
consideration,  whether,  in  order  to  suppress  the  sys-  "I'lie  language  of  the  Pres  dent  is  clear  and  forci- 
tem  of  plunder  and  impressment  on  the  high  seas,  it  ble,  and  cannot  be  misunderstood:  it  breathes  a man- 
would.  or,  would  not  be  a just,  humane  and  effici-  ly  determination  to  maintain  our  rights  at  every 
ent  retaliation  to  lay  hold  on  property'  of  the  British  ■ hazard:  And  as  the  chance  of  war  increases  ought 


ed  American  crizen,  to  seize  a subject  of  his  Bri 
tannic  majesty,  wiierever  such  subject  can  be  found, 
and  to  subject  him  to  imprisonment  and  labor  cor- 
responding to  the  condition  of  the  impressed  Ame- 
rican, on  board  of  a British  ship  of  war. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and 
firmness  of  the  executive  and  councils  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  entitle  them  to  our  perfect  confi- 
dence, and  their  measiires  to  our  prompt  and  zea- 
lous co-operation 


and  not  with  tlie  state;  but  admiaing  tiiat  lo  be 
true,  yet  the  stale  in  case  of  any  sudden  invasion  or 
hostile  attack,  is  bound,  and  it  is  her  duty  as  well 
as  her  interest,  to  repel  such  invasion  or  attadc, 
and  that  ^oo,  befbie  the  arm  of  the  union  can  be 
extended  to  her  aid  and  support.  I therefore  ear- 
nestly recommend  to  your  most  serious  considera- 
tion, the  necessity  of  some  prenaration  to  meet 
events  that  may  arise  out  of  the  present  sitUcUion  of 
our  affairs.  And  in  the  adoption  of  whatever  mea- 


7.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  common-  sures  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  may  suggest  to 
wealth,  be  instructed  to  transmit  a copy  of  these ; is  «5^ject,  you  may  rely  upon  my  cordial  co- 


resolutions to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
witli  a request  that  he  communicate  tliera  to 
congress. 

The  above  resolutions  passed  the  senate 
unanimously — The  observations  of  Mr.  Gremmil 
and  others  on  that  occasion  are  laid  off  for  insertion 
in  a future  paper. 

Legislature  of  Georgia. 

The  following  communication  from  the  governor 
was  read  before  both  branches  of  the  legislature: 
Executive  Department,  Georgia, 

Milledgevilie,  22d  Nov.  1811. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the 

House  of  Representatives. 


operation. 


D.  B.  MITCHELL. 


T wel  fill  Gori gross, 

IN  SENATE. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

Tuesday  December  17.— The  senate  resumed 
the  considerati.m  of  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military^  force. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  expunge  the  last  section  of 
the  bill  as  follows: 

That  every  commissi' ned  and  staff  officer  to  be 
appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  a citilzen  of 
the  United  States  or  somo  one  of  the  territories 
thereof.” 

The  question  was  de^^ei-mined  in  the  affirmative; 
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yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Ca«ip- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Crawford,  Cutrs, 
German,  Giles,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Pope,  Ro- 
binson, Smith,  of  N.  Y.  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
t\'ortbinglon— 19. 

nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Dana,  Frank- 
lin Gaillard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Lambert,  Loyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Md.  Tait— 14. 

Several  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill,  on 
which  no  divisions  of  the  house  took  place. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for 
widows  and  representatives  of  the  militia  vo- 
hinteers  who  fell  in  tlie  late  engagement  with  the 
Indians  on  the  Wabash,  under  the  command  of 
governor  Harrison;  and  also  of  making  compensa- 
tion for  the  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed; and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Wednesday,  December  18.— The  senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  raise  for  a limited 
time  an  additional  military  force,  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Anderson  being  um^er  consideration — 

After  debate  thereon,  the  senate  adjourned  with- 
out coming  to  a decision. 

Thursday,  December  19.— The  president  commu- 
nicated to  the  senate  a resolution  pf  the  legislature  of 
Vermont,  confirming,  on  the  part  of  that  state,  the 
resolution  for  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  I 
respecting  titles  of  nobility;  which  was  read. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
"to  raise  for  a limited  time  an  additional  military 
force,  and  some  time  being  spent  thereon,  it  was  oiv 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time.^ 

The  bill  appropriating  a sum  of  money  for  pro- 
curing munitions  of  war,  and  the  bill  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a quarter-master’s  department,  were 
each  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

FHday,  December  20.— The  bill  to  raise  for  a li- 
mited time  an  additional  military  force,  was  this 
day  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question  “shall 
this  bill  pass”  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. — ^Yeas  26.  Nays  4. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell, 
fOhio)  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
Robinson  Smidi,  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Tuimer, 
Varnum  and  Wortliington — 26. 

Those  in  the  negative  were, 

Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Hunter  and  Lambert— 4. 
The  bill  for  providing  munitions  of  war  was  read 
the  third  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford, 
the  further  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  till 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a quarter-mas- 
ter’s department,  was  read  the  third  time;  which 
was  also  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  companies  of  spies  or  rangers,  after 
being  amended,  was  passed  to  a thii-d  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  December  19 — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house,  a resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  ratifying  and  confirming  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  congress  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  concerning  tlie  acceptance  of 
titles  of  nobility  from  foreign  powers  by  citizei>s  of 
the  United  Statef. 


Judge  Toidmin — A motion  was  made  by  Mf. 
Poindexter  and  seconded,  that  the  house  do  corifc 
to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  enr 
quire  into  the  conduct  of  Harry  Toulmin,  judge  of 
the  district  of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory, and  report  whether  in  their  opinion,  he  hath 
so  acted  in  his  official  capacity  as  to  require  the  in- 
terposition of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  house; 
and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  foi^ 
persons  and  papers.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  a resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  disapproving  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Massachusetts  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  limiting  the  duration 
of  any  future  embargo  acts;  disapproviiig  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Virginia  to  the  said  con- 
stitution respecting  a removal  from  office  of  the 
senators  of  the  United  States;  disapproving  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Pennsylvania  lor  the  crea- 
tion of  a tribunal  to  determine  controversies,  be- 
tween the  general  and  state  governments;  and  ap-' 
proving  the  amendment  proposed  by  congress  to 
said  constitution  concerning  the  acceptance  of  titles 
of  nobility  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
foreign  powers. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  public  lands  which  concludes 
with  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  act  with  such  commis- 
sioners as  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  may  ap- 
point, to  ascertain  and  finally  determine  and  fix  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  Vhgini.vm.ilitaiy  tract, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  irieanmg  of  the 
condition  of  the  deed  of  cession  from  Virginia  to  the 
United  States,  touching  the  military  reservation 
between  the  rivers  Sciota  and  Little  Miami. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  pdtents  on  surveys 
executed  in  virtue  of  Vii’ginia  m.iiitary  waiTants; 
west  of  the  boundaiy  line  designated  by  the  act  pi 
congress  of  the  23d  of  March,  1804. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  the  said  existing 
boundary  line  being  found  by  the  said  commissTon- 
ers  to  exclude  lands  belonging'  to  the  Virginia  mili- 
tary tract,  the  said  commissioners  shall  ascertain 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  land  so  excluded, 
and  shall  have  power  to  locate  other  unappropriated 
lands  equal  in  quantity  and  quality;  which  lands 
shall  be  liable  to  location  under  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  from  and  after  day  of 

These  resolutions  were  concurred  in  by  the 
house,  and  the  committee  of  public  lands  were 
directed  to  bring  in  a bill  accordingly. 


Battle  on  tlie  Wabash. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  of  th* 
United  States,  enclosing  governor  Harrison’® 
two  letters  to  the  secretoy  of  war,  on  the  subject 
of  the  late  engagement  with  the  Indians  on  the 
Wabash,  was  received  and  referred  to  a select 
committee: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

I lay  before  congress  two  letters  received  from 
governor  Harrison  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  re- 
porting the  particulars  and  the  issue  of  the  expedi- 
tion under  his  command,  notice  of  which  was  taken 
in  my  communication  of  November  5. 

Wh4e  it  is  deeply  lamented  that  so  many  valua- 
ble liv^have  been  lost  in  the  action  which  took 
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place  on  the  9th  ultimo,  congress  will  see  with  sa- 
tisfaction the  dauntleas  spirit  and  fortitude  victori- 
ously displayed  by  every  de.jcription  of  the  troops 
engaged,  as  well  as  the  collected  firmness  which 
distinguished  their  commander  on  an  occasion  re- 
quiring the  u most  exertions  of  valor  and  discipline. 

It  may  reasonably  be  expec  ed  that  the  good  ef- 
fects of  this  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of  a com- 
bination of  savages  which  appears  to  have  been 
spreading  to  a greater  extent,  will  be  experienced 
not  only  in  a cessation  of  the  murders  and  depreda- 
tions committed  on  our  fimntier,  but  in  the  preven- 
tion of  any  hostile  incursions  otherwise  to  have  been 
apprehended. 

Tne  families  of  those  brave  and  patriotic  citizens 
who  have  fallen  m this  severe  conflict,  will  doubtless 
engage  the  favorable  attention  of  congress. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington^  December  18, 1811. 

Vincennes^  J^ovember  18, 1811. 

Sir— In  my  letter  of  tlie  8th  instant,  I did  myself 
the  honor  to  communicate  the  result  of  an  action 
between  the  troops  under  my  command  and  the 
confederation  of  Indians  under  the  control  of  the 
Shawanoe  prophet.  I had  previously  informed  you 
in  a letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  of  my  proceedings 
previously  to  my  arrival  at  the  Vermillion  river, 
where  I had" erected  a blockhouse  for  the  protection 
pf  the  boats  which  I was  obliged  to  leave,  and  as  a 


ble  for  forming  in  order  of  battle  with  facility  and 
precision.  Our  march  was  slow  and  cautious  and 
much  delayed  by  the  examination  of  every  place 
wliich  seemed  calculated  for  an  ambuscade.  Indeed 
the  ground  was  for  some  time  so  unfavourable  that  I 
was  obliged  to  change  the  position  of  the  several 
corps,  three  times  in  the  distance  of  a mile.  At 
half  past  two  o’clock  we  passed  a small  creek  at  the 
distance  of  one  mile  and  a half  from  the  town,  and 
entered  an  open  wood  when  the  army  was  halted 
and  again  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.  During 
the  whole  of  the  last  day’s  march  parties  of  Indians 
were  constantly  about  us  and  every  effort  was  made 
by  the  interpreters  to  speak  to  them,  but  m vain- 
new  attempts  of  the  kind  were  now  made,  but 
proving  equally  ineffectual,  a captain  Dubois,  of 
the  spies  and  guides,  offering  to  go  with  a flag  to 
the  town,  I dispatched'  him  with  an  interpreter  to 
request  a conference  with  the  prophet — in  a few 
moments  a message  was  sent  by  captain  Dubois  to 
inform  me  that  in  his  attempts  to  advance,  the  In- 
dians appeared  in  both  his  flanks,  and  although  he 
had  spoken  to  them  in  the  most  friendly  manner, 
they  refused  to  answer  but  beckoned  to  him  to  go 
forward,  and  constantly  endeavored  to  cut  him  off 
from  the  army.  Upon  this  information  I recalled 
the  captain,  and  determined  to  encamp  for  the  night 
and  take  some  odier  measures  for  opening  a con- 
ference with  the  prophet.  Whilst  I was  engaged 
in  tracing  the  lines  for  the  encampment,  major 
depositaiy  for  oui*  heavy  baggage  and  such  part  of ' Davies,  who  commauded  the  dragoons,  came  up  to 
our  provisions  as  we  were  unable  to  transport  in  I inform  me  that  he  had  penetrated  to  the  Indian 


Waggons.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  I 
commenced  my  march  from  the  block  house.  The 


fields,  that  the  ground  was  entirely  open  and  favor- 
able— that  the  Indians  in  front  had  manifested  no- 


W..basli  above  this  turning  considerably  to  the  j thing  but  hostility,  and  had  answered  every  att.,mpt 
eastward — ^I  was  obliged  in  order  to  avoid  the  brok- ! to  bring  them  to  a parly  with  contempt  and  inso- 
en  and  woody  countiy  which  borders  upon  it  to  ! lence.  It  was  irnmed  lately  advised  by  all  the  offi- 
dwge  my  com*se  to  the  westward  of  north  to  gain  i cers  around  me  to  move  forward.  A similar  wish 


the  prairies  wnich  lie  to  the  back  of  these  woods. 
At  the  end  of  one  day’s  march,  I was  enabled  to 
take  the  proper  direcdon  (N.  E.)  which  bronght 
me  on  the  evening  of  the  5>  li  to  a small  creek  at 
about  eleven  miles  from  the  prophet’s  town.  I hud 
on  the  preceding  day  avoided  the  dangerous  pass  of 
Pine  creek  by  incli'iing  a frw  miles  to  the  lef u where 
the  troops  and  waggons  were  crossed  with  expedi- 
tion and  safety.  Our  route  on  the  6tli  for  about  S'.x 
, miles  lay  through  prairies  separated  by  small  points 
of  woods. 

My  order  of  march  hitherto  had  been  similar  to 
that  used  by  general  Wayne;  that  is,  the  infantry 
were  in  two  columns  of  files  on,  either  side  of  the 
road,  and  the  mounted  riflemen  and  cavalry  in  ii  ont, 
in  the  rear  and  on  the  flanks.  Where  the  ground 
was  unfavourable  for  the  action  of  cavalry  they  were 
placed  in  the  rear,  but  where  it  was  otherwise  they 
were  made  to  exchange  positions  with  one  of  the 
mounted  rifle  corps.  Understanding  that  the  last 
four  miles  vvere  ojien  woods  and  the  probability  be- 
ing greater  that  we  should  be  attacked  in  front  than 
on  either  flank,  I halted  at  that  distance  from  the 
town  and  formed  the  army  in  order  of  battle.  The 
United  States  infantry  placed  in  the  centre,  two 
companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  mounted  riflemen 
on  each  flank  formed  the  front  line.  In  the  rear 
of  this  line  was  placed  the  baggage  drawn  up  as 
compact  as  possible,  and  immediately  behind  it 
a reserve  of  three  companies  of  militia  infantry. — ^ 
The  cavalry  formed  a second  line  at  the  distance  of 
three  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  front  line, 
and  a company  of  mounted  riflemen  the  advanced 
guard  at  that  distance  in  front.  To  facilitate  the 
march,  the  whole  were  then  broken  off'  in  short 
columns  of  companies,  a situation  the  most  favora- 


indeed  pervaded  all  tlie  army — it  was  cli-awn  up  in 
excellent  order  and  every  m m appeared  eager  to 
decide  tlie  contest  iinmediately.  Being  intormed 
tliat  a good  encampment  might  be  iiad  upon  tlie 
Wabash,  I yielded  to  what  appeared  Jiegene.  al 
wish,  aiid  directed  tlie  n’oops  to  advance,  taking  e.  re 
liowever,  to  place  the  interpreters  in  front  w th 
i rec  lions  to  invite  a conference  with  any  lud-.ms 
they  might  meet  with.  We  had  not  advanced 
above  four  hundred  yards,  when  I was  infor.i.ed 
diat  three  Indians  had  approached  the  advamed 
guards  and  had  expressed  a wish  to  speak  to  me. — 
I found  upon  their  arrival  that  one  of  them  wa  a 
man  in  great  estimation  wiLh  the  prophet.  He  in- 
fo; med  me  that  the  chiefs  were  much  surprised  at 
my  advancing  upon  them  so  rapidly — that  they 
weregfren  to  undei'stand  by  the  Delawares  and  Mi» 
amies  whom  I had  sent  to  them  a lew  days  beiore, 
that  I would  not  advance  to  their  town,  until  I had 
received  an  answer  to  my  demands  made  through 
them.  That  this  answer  had  been  dispatched  by 
the  Patawatimie  chief,  Winemac,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  Miamies  and  Delawai'es  on  their  re- 
turn; that  they  had  left  the  prophet’s  tonm  two 
days  before  with  a design  to  meet  me,  but  unfor- 
tunately taken  tlie  road  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Wabash,  I answered  that  I liad  no  intention  of 
attacking  them  until  I discovered  tliat  they  would 
not  comply  with  the  demands  which  I had  jnade— 
that  I would  go  on  and  encamp  at  the  Wabash, 
and  in  the  morning  would  have  an  interview  with 
the  prophet  and  his  chiefs,  and  explain  to  them 
the  determination  of  the  president — that  in  the 
mean  time  no  hostilities  should  be  committed. — 
He  seemed  much  pleased  with  this,  and  promised 
that  it  should  be  observed  on  tlieir  part.  I then 
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resumed  my  march,  we  struck  the  cultivated  tion  of  my  troops  I used  a single  rank,  or  what  ig* 
gi  oa.ids  about  five  hundred  yards  below  .he  town,  called  Indian  file — ^because  in  Indian  wttrfare,  whei-e 
buL  .ts  theae  extended  to  the  bank  oi  the  Wabash  there  is  no  shock  to  resist,  one  rank  is  nearly  as 
tliere  was  no  possibility  of  getting  an  encampment  good  as  two,  and  in  that  kind  of  warfare  the  exten- 
waich  was  provided  with  both  wood  and  water. — sion  of  line  is  a matter  of  the  first  importance.— 
My  guards  and  interpreters  being  still  -\yith  he  Raw  troops  also  manoeuvre  w ith  much  more  facdi- 
advanced  guard,  and  taking  the  direction  of  the  ty  in  single  than  in  double  ranks.  It  was  my  con- 
town,  the  army  followed  and  had  advo.nced  within  stant  custom  to  assemble  all  the  field  officers  at  my 
about  150  yards  when  50  or  60  Jndians  sallied  out  tent  every  evening  by  signal,  to  give  them  the 
and  with  loud  exclamations,  called  to  the  cavalry  watch  word  and  then’  instructions  tor  the  night — 
and  to  the  militia  infantry,  which  were  on  our ' those  given  for  Ihe  night  of  the  6th  were,  that  each 
rigiiL  flank,  to  halt.  I immediately  advanced  to  the  corps  wffiich  formed  a part  of  the  exterior  line  of 
fron .,  caused  the  army  to  halt,  and  directed  an  in-  the  encampment,  should  hold  its  own  ground  until 
terpreter  to  request  some  ©f  the  chiefs  to  come  relieved.  The  dragoons  were  directed  to  parrde 
tome.  In  a few  moments  the  man  tfiat  had  been  dismounted  in  .case  of  a night  attack,  with  their 
with  me  be'ore  made  his  appearance.  I informed  pistols  in  their  belts,  and  to  act  as  a corps  de  reserve, 
him  that  my  object  for  the  present  was  to  procure  a The  camp  was  defended  by  two  captains  guards, 
good  piece  of  ground  to  encamp  on,  where  we  consisting  each  of  four  non-commissioned  officers 
could  get  wood  and  water — he  informed  me  that  ^ and  42  privates—and  two  subalterns  guards  of  twenty 

there  was  a creek  to  the  north-v/est  which  he  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  The  whole 
thought  would  suit  our  purpose.  I immediately  | under  the  command  of  a field  officer  of  the  day. — 
dispatched  two  officers  to  examine  it,  and  they  re- : The  ti-oops  were  regularly  called  up  an  hour  before 
ported  that  the  situation  was  excellent.  I then  ; day,  and  made  to  continue  under  arms  until  it  was 
took  leave  of  the  chief  and  a mutual  promise  tvas  ! quite  light.  On  the  morning  of  the  7 ih  I had  risen 
again  made  for  a suspension  of  hostilities  until  we  • at  a quarter  af.er  four  o’clock,  and  the  signal  for 
could  have  an  interview  on  the  following  day.  I calling  out  the  men  would  have  been  given  in  two 
found  the  ground  destined  for  the  encampment  not  ■ minutes,  when  the  attack  commenced.  It  began 
altogether  such  as  I could  wish  it — it  was  indeed  on  our  left  flank — but  a singie  giui  was  fired  by  the 
admirably  calculated  for  the  encampment  of  regular  cen  inels  or  by  the  guard  in  that  direction,  which 
troops  that  were  opposed  to  regulars,  but  it  afford- , made  not  the  least  resistance,  but  rbandoned  their 
ed  great  facility  to  the  approach  of  savages.  It ' officer  and  fled  into  the  camp,  and  the  first  notice 
was  a p.ece  of  dry  oak  land,  rising  about  ten  feet : which  the  troops  of  that  flank  had  of  the  danger, 
above  the  level  of  tlie  marshy  prairie  in  front  (to-  i was  from  the  yells  of  the  savages  within  a^  short 
wards  the  Indian  town)  and  nearly  twice  that : distance  of  the  line — but  even  under  those  circum- 
he,glit  above  a similar  prairie  in  the  rear,  through  J stances  the  men  were  not  wanting  to  themselves  or 
which  and  near  to  this  bank  ran  a small  stream]  to  the  occasion.  Such  of  them  as  were  awake,  or 
clothed  with  willows  and  other  brush  wood.  To- 1 were  easily  awakened,  seized  their  arms  and  took 
wards  tlie  left  flank  this  bench  of  highland  widened  | their  stations;  others  which  were  more  tardy,  had 
considerably,  but  became  gradually  narrower  in  I to  contend  with  "the  enemy  in  the  doors  of  their 
tlie  opposite  direction,  and  at  the  distance  of  oneUents.  The  storm  first  fell  upon  captain  Barton’s 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  right  flank,  terrai-  company  of  the  4th  United  States  regiment,  and 
nated  in  the  abrup-  point.  The  two  colums  of|  captain  Geiger’s  company  of  mounted  riflemen, 
infantry  occupied  the  front  and  rear  of  tliis  ground  ■ which  formed  the  left  angle  of  the  rear  line.  The 
at  the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ; fii'e  upon  these  tvas  excessively  severe  and  they  suf- 
from  each  other  on  the  left,  and  something  more  j fered  considerably  be ffire  relief  could  be  brought  to 
than  half  that  distance  on  the  right  flank — these ; them;  some  few  Indians  passed  into  the  encamp- 
flanks  were  filled  up,  the  first  by  two  companies  of  j ment  near  the  angle,  and  one  or  tiyo  penetrated  to 
mounted  riflemen  amounting  to  about  one  hundi  ed  some  distance  before  they  were  killed.  I believe  aU 
and  twenty  men,  under  the  command  of  major 
. general  Wells  of  the  Kentucky  n ilida,  who  seryed 
as  a major;  the  other  by  Spencer’s  company  of 
mounted  riflemen  whicli  amounted  to  eighty  men. 

The  front  line  was  composed  of  one  battalion  of 
United  States’  infan  .ry  under  the  command  of 
maior  Floyd,  flanked  on  the  right  by  two  compa- 
nies of  militia,  and  on  the  left  by  on»  company. — 

Therear  line  was  composed  of  a battalion  of  Uni.ed 
States’  troops  under  die  command  of  captain  Baen, 
acting  as  major,  and  four  companies  of  mildia  in- 
famry  under  lieutenant  colonel  Decker.  The  re- 
gular troops  of  the  line  joined  the  mounted  riflemen 
under  general  Wells  on  the  left  flank,  and  colonel 
Decker’s  battalion  formed  an  angle  with  Spencer’s 
company  on  the  left. 

T wo  troops  of  dragoons,  amounting  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  about  sixty  men,  were  encamped  in  the 
rear  of  the  left  flank,  and  captain  Parke’s  troop 
which  was  larger  than  the  other  two,  in  the  rear  of 
the  front  line.  Our  order  of  encampment  varied  lit- 
tle from  that  above  described,  excepting  when 
some  peculiarity  of  the  ground  made  it  necessary. 

For  a night  attack  the  order of  encampment  was 
the  order  of  battle,  and  each  man  sit  pt  immed!ate- 
ly  opposite  to  hts  post  in  the  line.  In  the  forma- 


the  other  companies  tvere  under  arms  and  tolerably 
formed  before  they  were  fired  on.  The  morning 
was  dark  and  cloudy — our  fires  afforded  a partial 
light,  which  if  it  gave  us  some  opportunity  of  taking 
our  positions,  was  still  more  advantageous  to  the 
eitemy,  affording  them  the  meanTs  of  taking  a surer 
aim — they  were  therefore  extinguished  as  soon  as 
possible.  Under  all  these  discouraging  circum- 
stances, the  troops  (nineteen  twentieths  of  whom 
had  never  been  in  acdon  before)  behaved  in  a man- 
ner that  laever  can  be  two  mudi  applauded.  Tliey 
took  tlieir  places  without  noise  and  with  less  confu- 
sion than  could  have  been  expected  from  veterans 
placed  in  a similar  situation.  As  soon  as  I could 
mount  my  horse,  I roue  to  tiie  ai.gle  that  was  at- 
tacked— I found  that  Barton’s  company  had  suffer- 
ed severely  and  the  left  of  Geiger’s  entirely  broken. 
I immediately  or  dered  Cook’s  company  and  the  late 
captain  Wentvrorth’s  under  lieutenant  Peter*s,  to  be 
brought  up  from  the  centre  of  the  rear  line, 
where,  the  ground  was  much  more  defensible,  and 
formed  acr  oss  tire  angle  in  support  of  Barton’s  and 
Geiger’s.  M}  intendon  was  then  engaged  by  a 
heavy  firing  upon  the  left  of  the  front  line,  where 
w'ere  stationed  the  small  company  of  United  States 
riflemen  (then  however  armed  with  muskets)  and 
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the  companies  of  Baen,  Snelling’  and  Prescott  of 
the  4th  reg-imeiit.  I found  Major  Davies  forming 
the  dragoons  in  the  rear  of  tiiose  companies,  and 
understanding  that  the  heaviest  part  of  the  enemy  s 
fire  proceeded  fro*n  some  trees  about  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty paces  in  front  of  these  companies,  I directed  the 
majo^to  dislodge  them  with  a part  of  the  dragoons. 
Unfortunately  the  major’s  gallantry  determined  him 
to  execute  the  order  with  a smaller  force  than  was 
sufficient,  which  enabled  tlie  enemy  to  avoid  him 
in  front,  and  attack  his  flanks.  The  major  was 
mortally  wounded  and  his  party  driven  back.  Tne 
Indians  were  however  immediately  and  gallantly 
dislodged  from  their  advantageous  position,  by  cap- 
tain Snelling  at  the  head  of  liis  company.  In  tlie 
course  of  a few  minutes  after  the  commencement  of 
the  attack,  the  fire  extended  along  the  left  flank, 
the  whole  of  the  front,  tlie  right  flank,  and  part  of 
the  rear  line.  Upon  Spencer’s  mounted  riflemen, 
and  the  right  of  Warwick’s  company,  which  was 
posted  on  the  right  of  the  rear  line,  it  was  exces- 
sively severe;  captain  Spencer  and  his  first  and 
second  lieutenants  were  kijled,  and  captain  War- 
wick was  mortally  wo undecj — those  companies  how- 
ever still  bravely  maintained  the^r  posts,  but  Spencer 
had  suffered  so  severely;'^  and  having  originally  too 
much  ground  to  occupy,  I reinforced  them  with 
Robb’s  company  of  riflemen,  which  had  been  driv- 
en, or  by  mistake  ordered  from  their  position  on 
the  left  flank  towards  the  centre  of  the  camp,  and 
filled  the  vacancy  that  had  been  occuoied  by  Robb 
with  Pi'escott’s  company  of  the  4th  United  Scate  i 
regiment.  My  great  object  vyas  to  keep  the  iiiies 
entire  to  prevent  tfle  enemy  frpm  break  ng  into 
tlie  camp  until  day  light,  which  would  emble  me 
to  make  a general  and  effectual  ciia  ge.  With  thi.s 
view  I had  reinforced  every  part  of  the  line  that  liad 
.suffered  much;  and  as  soon  as  the  approach  of 
morning  discovered  i :self,  I witlidrew  from  the  front 
line  Snelling’s,  Posey’s  (under  heutenant  Albrigbi  ) 
and  Scott’s,  and  from  the  rear  line,  Wilson’s  com- 
panies, and  drew  them  up  upon  the  left  flank,  and 
at  the  same  time  1 ordered  Cook’s  and  Baen’s  com- 
panies, the  former  from  the  rear  and  the  latter  from 
the  front  line,  to  reinforce  the  right  flank;  fore 
secingthat  at  these  points  the  enemy  would  make 
their  last  efforts.  Major  Wells,  who  commanded 
on  the  left  flank;  not  knowing  my  intentions  pre- 
cisely, had  taken  the  command  of  these  companies, 
and  charged  tlie  enemy  before  I had  formed  the 
body  of  dragoons  wfrli  wliicii  I meant  to  suijiport 
the  infantry;  a small  detachment  of  tH|se  were 
however  ready  and  proved  amply  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  The  Indians  were  driven  by  the  infantry 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  dragoons  pur- 
sued and  forced  them  into  a marsh,  wfiere  they 
could  not  be  followed.  Captain  Cook  and  lieuten- 
ant Larabee  had,  agreeably  to  my  order,  marched 
tlieir  companies  to  the  right  flank,  liad  formed 
thetn  under  the  fire  of  the  enemv,  and  being  then 
joined  by  the  riffemen  of  that  flank,  had  chargee 
the  Indians,  killed  a number,  and  put  the  rest  to  . 
prccip  tate  flight.  A favorable  opportunity  wa 
here  offered  to  pursue  the  enemy  with  dragoons, 
but  being  eng  aged  at  that  time  on  tlie  other  flank 
I did  not  observe  it  until  it  was  too  late. 

I have  tlyus,  sir,  given  yon  t!ie  particulars  of  an 
action  which  was  certainly  maintained  with  the 
greatest  obstinacy  and  perseverance  by  both  par- 
ties. ^ rue  Indians  manifested  a ferocity  uncommon 
e.'eii  \vi(!i  liif-ra — co  their  savage  fury  our  troops 
opposed  tiiat  cool  and  deliberate  valor  which  is 
cnaracteristic  of  the  Christian  soldier. 

I lie  most  pleasing  paid  of  my  duty,  (that  of 


naming  to  you  tlie  corps  and  individuals  who  par-., 
ticuhudy  distinguished  themselves)  is  yet  to  be  per- 
formed. There  is,  however,  considerable  difficulty 
in  it — where  merit  was  so  common  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  discriminate. 

The  whole  of  the  infantry  formed  a small  brigade 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  colonel  Boyd.  The 
colonel  throughout  the  action  manifested  eijuai 
zeal  and  bravery  in  carrying  into  execution  my 
orders,  in  keeping  the  men  to  their  posts  and 
exhorting  them  to  fight  with  valor.  His  brigadc- 
major  Ciai’k,  and  his  aid-de-camp  George  Croghan, 
Esq.  were  also  very  serviceably  employed.  Colonel 
Joseph  Bartholomew,  a very  valuable  officer,  com- 
manded under  colonel  Boyd  the  miiiiia  infantry; 
he  was  wounded  earl)'  in  the  action,  and  his  ser- 
vices lost  to  me.  Major  G.  R.  C.  Floyd,  the  senior 
of  the  fourth  United  States  regiment,  commanded 
immediatelv  tlie  battalion  of  that  regiment,  which 
was  in  the  front  line;  his  conduci  during  the  action 
was  enti.-el)  to  my  satisfaction.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Decker,  who  commanded  the  bal  talion  of  niiff.ia  on 
the  right  ot  tHe  rear  Lne,  pieserved  his  command  in 
good  order;  he  was,  however,  but  partially  attack- 
ed. I have  before  rneruioned  to  you  that  major- 
general  Wells,  of  the  4tli  division  of  Kentucky  mi- 
lida,  acted  undei’  my  command  as  a major  at  tiie 
iiead  of  two  companies  of  mounted  volunteers;  the 
• eneral  maintained  the  fame  which  he  jiad  already 
.mquired  in  almost  every  Campaign  and  in  almost 
every  battle  which  has  been  fought  wi;h  tiie  Indians 
since  the  settlement  of  Kentucky,  Oi  the  several 
corps,  the  4di  Cni'^ed  Stages’  regmieni  and  two 
small  comp  nies  attached  to  it,  were  cert;  inly  the 
most  conspicMO'is  njr  undaunted  vaioi.  1 he  com- 
panie.s  commanded  by  cap  ains  Cook,  Sneti.ng  and 
Barton,  lieutenants  Larabee,  Femrs  and  ll.iv.  kias, 
were  placed  in  situations  wliere  ine\'  couid  render 
most  service  and  encounter  most  danger,  and  tiiose 
officers  eminently  distinguished  themaeives.  (Cap- 
tains Prescott  and  Brown  performed  theii  duty  also 
entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  as  did  Posey’s  company 
of  the  7th  regiment,  headed  by  lieutenant  Aibi  ight. 
In  shor+,  sir,  they  supported  the  fame  of  American 
regulars,  end  I have  never  heard  that  a single  indi- 
vidual was  found  out  of  the  Ime  of  his  duty.  Seve- 
ral of  the  militia  companies  were  in  no  wise  infe- 
rior to  the  reguia  ’s.  Spencer’s,  Geiger’s  and  War- 
wick’s maintained  fheir  posts  amidst  a monstrous 
carnage,  as  indeed  did  Robb’s  afrer  it  was  posted  on 
the  kft  flank;  its  loss  of  men  (17  killed  and  wound- 
ed) and  keeping  its  ground  is  sufficient  proof  of  its 
firmness.  Wilson’s  and  Scott’s  comp.mies  cliarged 
with  the  regular  troops  and  proved  themselves  wor- 
vhv  of  doing  so.  Norris’s  companies  also  behaved 
well;  Hargrove’s  and  Wilkin’s  companies  were 
placed  in  a situation  wliere  they  had  no  opportuni- 
ty of  distinguishing  thcm.selves  or  I am  satisfied 
they  would  have  done  it.  This  was  the  case  with 
he' squadron  of  dragoons  also.  Afrer  major  Davies 
!iad  received,  his  M'oimd,  knowing  it  to  be  mortal, 
I piomoted  captain  Parker  to  tne  majority,  than 
whom  there  is  no  better  officer. 

My  two  aid.s-de-camp,  majors  Hurst  and  Ta'.’lor, 
with  lieutenant  Adams  of  the  4 th  regiment,  the  ad.- 
iutant  of  the  troops,  afforded  me  tlae  most  essential 
aid,  as  well  in  the  action  as  throughout  the  cam- 
paign. 

The  arrangements  of  captain  Pratt  in  the  quarter 
master’s  department  were  highly  judicious,  and  his 
exertions  on  all  occasions,  particularly  in  bringing 
off'  the  wounded,  deserve  my  warmest  thanks.  But 
in  giving  mcritevi  prai.,e  to  the  living,  let  me  not 
foi’get  tile  gaiiant  dead.  Colonei  Abraham  Owen, 
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commandant  of  the  18th  Kentucky  reg’iment,  joined 
me  a few  days  be  tore  the  action  as  a priva\e  in  cap- 
tain  Geig-ei-’s  company;  he  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment as  a voiui’  eer  -id  de  camp  vo  me;  he  fell  early 
in  the  action.  The  represen  .atives  of  his  state,  will ! 
inform  you  that  she  possessed  no  . a better  citizen 
nor  a braver  man.  Major  J.  H.  Davies  was  known 
as  an  able  lawyer  and  a great  ora. or;  he  joined  me 
as  a private  volunteer  and  on  -.he  recommenda  ion 
of  the  officers  of  that  coips,  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  3d  troop  of  dragoons.  His  conduct  in 
that  capacity  justified  their  choice;  never  was 
there  an  officer  possessed  of  more  ardor  and  zeal  to  j 
discharge  his  duty  with  propriety,  and  never  one 
who  would  iiave  encountered  greater  danger  to  pur- 
chase military  fame.  Captain  Baenof  the  4th  Unit- 
ed States’  regiment,  was  killed  early  in  the  action; 
he  was  unquestionably  a good  officer  and  viiliant 
eoldier.  Captains  Spencer  and  Warwick  and  lieu- 
tenants McMahan  and  Berry;  were  all  my  part  cu- 
|ar  friends;  I have  ever  had  the  utmost  confidence 
in  their  valor,  and  I was  not  deceived.  Spencer 
was  wounded  in  the  head — ^he  exhorted  his  men  to 
fight  valiantly — he  was  shot  through  both  thighs, 
and  fell,  still  continuing  to  encourage  them — ^lie  was 
raised  up  and  received  a ball  through  his  body, 
which  put  an  immedia  te  end  to  his  existence!  War- 
wick was  sliot  immediately  through  ffie  bodv;  be- 
ing taken  to  the  surgery  to  be  dressed,  as  soon  as 
it  was  over  (being  a man  of  great  bodily  vigor  and 
Srtill  able  to  walk)  he  insisted  upon  going  back  to 
head  his  company,  althoug^i  itwasevidta^  that  he 
had  but  a few  hours  to  live 

All  these  gentlemen,  sii'^  captain  Baen  excepted, 
have  left  wives  and  five  of  nhem  large  families  of 
.children:  this  is  the  case  too  With  many  of  the  pri- 
vates among  the  militia  who  fell  in  the  action  or  who 
have  died  since  of  their  wounds.  Will  the  bounty 
of  their  country  be  withheld  from  their  helpless  or- 
phans, many  of  whom  will  be  in  the  most  destituce 
condition  and  perhaps  want  even  the  necessaries  of 
hfe?  With  respect  to  the  number  of  Indians  that 
were  engtged  ag..inst  us,  I am  possessed  of  no  data 
by  which  I can  form  a correct  statement.  It  must 
however,  have  been  considerable  and  perhaps  not 
much  inferior  to  our  own;  which  deducimg  the 
dragoons,  who  were  unable  to  do  us  much  service, 
Was  very  little  above  seven  hundred,  non  commis- 
sioned officers  and  privaics;  I am  convinced  there 
were  at  least  six  hundred.  The  prophet  had  three 
weeks  before  450  of  his  own  proper  followers.  I 
am  induced  to  believe  that  he  was  joined  by  a num- 
ber of  the  lawless  Vagabonds  who  live  on  the  Illinois 
river,  as  large  trails  were  seen  coming  from  that  di- 
rection. Indeed,  I shall  hot  be  surprised  to  find  that 
some  oi"  those  who  professed  the  warmest  friend- 
ship for  us  were  arrayed  ag;nnst  us — ’tis  certain 
that  one  of  this  description  came  out  from  the  town 
^d  spoke  to  me  the  night  before  tl>e  action.  ’ The 
Potawatimie  chief  whom  I mentioned  to  have  been 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  in  ray  letter  of  the  8th 
inst.  I left  on  the  battle  ground,  afier  having  taken 
all  the  care  of  him  in  my  power,  I requested  him  to 
inform  those  of  his  own  tribe  who  had  joined  the 
prophet  and  Kickapoos  and  Winebagoes  that  if  they 
would  immiediately  abandon  the  prophet  and  return 
to  their  own  tribes  their  past  conduct  would  be  for- 
given arid  that  we  would  treat  them  as  we  formerly 
had  done.  He  assured  me  that  he  would  do  so;  and 
there  was  no  doubt  of  their  compliance.  - Indeed, 
he  said,  he  was  certain  that  they  would  put  the 
prophet  to  death.  I think  upon  the  whole  that 
there  will  be  no  further  hostUities;  but  of  this  I 


shall  be  enabled  to  give  you  some  more  certain  in- 
formation in  a few  days. 

The  troops  left  the  battle  ground  on  the  9th  inst. 

It  look  every  waggon  to  transport  the  wounded.-— 
We  managed,  however,  to  bring  off  the  public  pro- 
pert}  , although  almost  ail  the  private  baggage  of  the 
officers  was  necessaiuly  destroyed. 

It  may  perhaps  be  imagined,  sir,  that  some  means 
might  have  been  adopted  to  have  made  u more  eaidier 
discovery  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  our  camp 
the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  but  i.  I had  employ- 
ed two  thirds  of  the  army  as  out  posts  it  would  have 
been  ineffectual;  the  Indians  in  such  a night  would 
have  found  means  to  have  passed  between  them — 
placed  in  the  situation  that  we  were,  there  is  no 
other  mode  of  avoiding  a surprise,  than  by  a chain 
of  centinels  so  clo.-e  together  that  the  enemy  can- 
not pass  between  without  discovery,  ^d  having 
the  army  in  such  readiness  that  they  can  get  to  their 
alarm  posts  at  a moment’s  warning.  Our  troops 
could  not  have  been  better  prepared  than  they  were, 
unless  they  had  been  kept  under  arms  the  whole 
night,  as  they  lay  with  their  accoutrements  on,  and. 
their  arms  by  their  sides  and  the  moment  they  were 
up  they  were  at  their  posts.  If  the  centinels  and 
the  guard  had  done  their  duty,  even  the  troops  on 
the  left  flank  would  have  been  prepared  to  receive 
the  Indians. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a correct  return 
of  killed  and  wounded.  Th«  wounded  suffered 
very  much  before  their  arrival  here,  but  they  are 
now  comfortably  fixed  and  every  attention  has  been 
and  shall  continue  to  be  paid  to  them.  Doctor  Fos- 
ter is  not  only  possessed  of  great  professional  merit, 
but  is  moreover  a man  of  feeling  and  honor. 

I am  convinced,  sir,  that  the  Indians  lost  many- 
more  men  than  we  did — ^they  left  from  thirt)'-six  to, 
forty  on  the  field.  They  were  seen  to  take  off  not 
only  the  wounded  but  the  dead.  An  Indian  that 
was  killed  and  scalped  in  the  beginningof  the  action 
bv  one  of  our  men,  was  found  in  a house  in  the 
town;  several  others  were  also  found  in  the  houses, 
and  many  graves  which  were  fresh  dug:  one  of 
them  was  opened  and  found  to  contain  three  dea^ 
bodies. 

Our  infantry  used  principally  cartridges  con- 
taining twelve  buck  shot  which  were  admirably 
calculated  for  a night  action. 

J have  before  informed  you,  sir,  that  colonel  Mil- 
ler was  prevented  by  illness  from  going  on  the  ex- 
peditiong— he  rendered  essential  service  in  the  com- 
mand QWort  Harrison;  he  is  an  officer’ of  great  merit. 

There  are  so  many  circumstances  wJiicli  it  ^ is 
important  for  you  to  know,  respecting  the  situation 
of  this  country  that  I have  thought  it  best  to  com- 
mit this  dispatch  to  my  aid  de  camp.  Major  Taylor, 
who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  it  to  you,  and' 
who  AV'.ll  be  able  to  give  you  more  satisfaction  than 
I could  do  by  writing.  Major  Taylor  (who  is  alspi 
one  of  our  supreme  judges)  is  a man  of  integrity 
and  honor,  and  you  may  rely  upon  ariy  statements 
he  may  make. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  humble  servant. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

P.  S.  Not  a man  of  ours  was  taken  prisoner  and 
of  three  scalps  which  were  taken  two  of  them  were 
recovered. 

The  honorable  W.  Bus  'iSy  Secretary  of  War. 

A general  re- urn  of  tlie  killed  and  wounded  of  the 

army  under  the  command  of  his  excellency  W il- 

liam  Henry  Harrison,  governor  and  comniander 

in  chief  of  the  Indian  Territory,  in  the  action 
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with  the  Indians  near  Prophet’s  town,  November 
7>  1811. 

iK/fedf— One  aid-de  camp,  one  captain,  two  subal- 
terns, one  sergeant,  two  corporals,  thu*ty  privates, 

Woundcdy  since  dead — One  major,  two  captains, 
twenty-two  privates. 

Wounded — Two  lieutenant-colonels,  one  adjutant 
one  surgeon’s  mate,  two  captains,  tlu’ee  subalterns, 
nine  sergeants,  five  corporals,  one  musician,  one 
hundred  and  two  privates. 

Total  of  killed  and  wounded — 188. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded,  as  per  gene- 
ral return. 

General  Staff. 

Killed — Colonel  Abraham  Owens,  aid-de'Camp 
to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Field  and  Staff. 

Wounded — Lieutenant-colonel  Joseph  Bartholo- 
inews,  commanding  Indiana  militia  infantry;  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Luke  Decker,  of  do;  major  Joseph 
A.  Davies,  since  dead,  commanding  a squadron  of 
dragoons;  doctor  Edward  Scull,  of  the  Indiana 
militia;  adjutant  James  Hunter,  of  mounted  rifle- 
men. 

United  States  Infantry^  including  the  late  captain 
Whitney* s rifle  company. 

Wounded — Captain  W.  C.  Baen,  acting  major, 
since  dead;  lieut.  George  P.  Peters;  lieut.  George 
Gooding;  ensign  Henry  Burchstead. 

Colonel  Decker* s detachment  of  Indiana  militia. 

IfoMreded-— Captain  Jacob  Warwick,  since  dead. 

jyiajor  RedmarCs  detachment  of  Indiana  militia. 

Wounded — Cap  cam  Jolin  Norris. 

•Major  fVell*s  detachment  of  mounted  rifemen. 

Wounded — Captain  Frederic  Guiger. 

Captain  Spencer’s  eo?npany,  including  lieut.  Berry* s 
detachment  of  mounted  riflemen. 

Killed — Captain  Spier  Spencer;  first  lieutenant 
Bichard  McMahan;  lieut.  Tiiomas  Berry. 

NATHt.  F.  ADAMS, 

Adjt.  of  the  army, 

his  Excellency  the  Cotnmander  in  Chief. 

Vincennesy  4<th  Dec.  1811. 

Sill — I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  two 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Kickapoos  of  the  Prairie  ar- 
rived here  bringing  a flagon  the  evening  before  last. 
They  imormed  me  that  they  came  in  cohsequence 
of  a message  from  the  chief  of  that  part  of  the  Kic- 
kapoos which  had  joined  the  Prophet,  requiring 
them  to  do  so,  and  tliat  the  said  chief  is  to  be  here 
himself  in  a day  or  two.  The  account  which  they 
^ive  of  the  late  confederacy  under  the  Prophet  is  as 
follows: 

The  prophet  with  his  Shawanoes  is  at  a small 
Huron  village  about  twelve  miles  from  his  former 
residence,  on  this  side*  of  the  Wabash,  where  also 
are  twelve  or  fifteen  Hurons.  The  Kickapoos  are 
encamped  near  the  Tippicanoe.  The  Potawatimies 
have  scattered  and  gone  to  diflerent  vdlages  of  that 
tribe,  riie  W inebagoes  had  all  set  out  on  their  return 
to  their  own  country  excepting  one  chief  and  nine 
men  who  remained  at  their  former  village.  The  lat- 
ter hud  a.  ended  'recumseh  in  his  tour  to  the  south- 
ward, and  had  only  returned  t.o  the  Prophet’s  town 
the  day  before  the  aciion.  The  Prophet  had  sent  a 
message  to  the  Kickapoos  of  the  Prairie,  to  request 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  retire  to  their  town — 
tliis  was  positively  refused,  and  a warning  sent  to 
him  no’  o come  there.  He  then  sent  to  request 
that  four  of  his  men  might  attend  the  Kickapoo 
chief  here— this  was  refused.  These  chiefs  say  on 
the  whole,  that  all  the  tribes  who  lost  warriors  in 
the  late  action,  attribute  their  misfortune  to  the  Pro- 


phet alone.  That  they  constantly  reproach  him 
with  their  misfortunes,  and  threaten  him  wiih  death 
—that  they  are  desirous  of  making  their  peace 
witli  the  United  States,  and  will  send  deputations 
to  me  for  that  purpose,  as  soon  as  they  are  informed 
that  they  will  be  well  received.  The  two  chiefs 
further  say,  that  they  were  sent  by  gov.  Howard 
and  general  Clarke,  sometime  before  the  action  to 
endeavor  to  bring  up  the  Kickapoos  from  the  Pro- 
phet’s town — they  used  their  best  endeavors  to 
effect  it,  but  unsuccessfully— that  the  prophet’s  fol- 
lowers were  fully  impressed  with  a belief,  that  they 
could  defeat  us  with  ease — that  it  was  their  intention 
to  have  attacked  us  at  Fort  Harrison  if  we  had  gone 
no  higher — tliat  Racoon  creek  was  then  fixed  on 
and  finally  Pine  creek,  and  that  the  latter  would 
probably  have  been  the  place,  if  the  usual  route  had 
not  been  abandoned  and  a crossing  made  higher  up 
— that  the  attack  made  at  Fopt  HarriSon  was  intend- 
ed to  shut  the  door  against  accommodation — that 
the  W inebagoes  had  40  warriors  killed  in  the  action, 
and  the  Kickapoos  eleven  and  ten  wounded — they 
have  never  heard  how  many  Potaw’atimies  and  other 
tribes  were  killed — that  the  Potawatimie  chief  left 
by  me  on  the  battle  ground  is  since  dead  of  his 
wounds,  but  that  he  faithfully  delivered  my  speech 
to  the  diflferent  tribes  and  warmly  urged  them  to 
abandon  the  Prophet  and  submit  to  my  terms. 

I cannot  say,  sir,  how  much  of  the  above  may  be 
depended  on.  I believe,  however,  that  the  statement 
made  by  the  chief  is  generally  correct,  particular- 
ly with  regard  to  the  present  disposition  of  the  In- 
dians. It  is  certain  that  our  frontiers  have  never 
enjoyed  more  profound  tranquility  than  at  this  time. 

No  injury  of  any  kind  that  I can  hear  of  has  been 
done  either  to  the  persons  or  property  of  our  citi- 
zens. Before  the  expedition,  not  a fortnight  passed 
over  without  some  vexatious  depredation  being  com- 
mitted. The  Kickapoo  chiefs  certainly  tell  an  un- 
truth, w'hen  xhey  say  there  was  but  eleven  of  this 
tribe  killed  and  ten  wounded.  It  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  fewer  were  wounded  than  killed.  They 
acknowledge,  however,  that  the  Indians  have  never 
sustained  so  severe  a defeat  since  their  acquaintance 
with  the  white  people. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

P.  S.  The  chief  of  the  Vermillion  Kickapoos  has 
this  moment  arrived. 

Hon.  William  Eiistis,  Secretary  of  War. 

Foreign  Relations — The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  6th  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee  of  foreign  relations,  in  the  following 
words: 

6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and 
commanded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm 
under  proper  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  law; 
in  self  defence  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  to- 
wards them  on  the  high  seas. 

Mr.  Findly  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone  the 
same  to  the  fii’st  Monday  in  March. 

Mr.  Wright  withdrew  the  amendment  he  h ad  pro- 
posed, and  moved  to  strike  out  these  words:  ^Hn 
self  defence  to  all  unlaxvf  ul  proceedings  against  them 
on  the  high  seas.** 

This  question  was  decided  as  follows: — Yeas  46, 
Nays  77. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M‘Kim,  to  amend 
the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  these  words; 
permit  our  merchant  vesselsy  owned  exclusively  by 
residem  citizens^  and  commanded  and  navigated  sole* 
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by  citizens  to  arm  under  proper  regulations,  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  laio  in  self-defence,  against  all  unlaivful 
proceedings  against  them  on  the  high  seas’^  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting-  tlie  following-:  authorize  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  arm  under 
proper  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  laxoP 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  neg-ative. 

The  question  M^as  then  taken  on  the  resolution  as 
above,  and  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bacon, 
Baker,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Bigelow,  Blackledge,  Bleck- 
er,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Cheeves,  Chittenden,  Clopton,  Cooke,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins- 
moor,  Ely,  Findley,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B,  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  Jackson,  John- 
son, King,  Lacock,  Law,  Lefever,  Little,  Livings- 
ton, Lyle,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M‘Bryde,  M'Coy,  Met- 
calf, Milnor,  Morgan,  Mosely,  Nelson,  Newbold, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Paulding,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pi- 
per, Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quin- 
cy, Reed,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Sage, 
Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Shaw,  Smilie,  J.  Smith, 
Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tallman,  Tra- 
cy, Troup,  Turner,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton, 
White,  Widgery,  Wilson. — 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Bard,  Blount,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Cochran,  Hufty,  Kent,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
M'Kee,  M‘Kim,  Milchill,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rod- 
man,  Sheffey,  Stanford,  Steuart,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
liams, Wright. — 22. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  committee 
of  foreign  relations  with  directions  to  report  a bill. 

INDIAX  ATFAIRS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  by 
the  proper  officers,  a statement  of  the  capital  em- 
ployed in  the  Indian  trade;  the  amount  of  annual 
purchases,  sales  and  articles  received  in  payment; 
together  with  the  number,  names  and  salaries  of 
agents  employed,  the  places  where  stationed,  and 
specifying  as  far  as  practicable  the  state  of  the 
trade  at  each  place  for  the  last  four  years. 

Mr.  Burwell  and  Mr.  Bleecker  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  above  resolve  to  the  pre- 
sident. 

Friday,  December  20. — The  bill  for  completing 
the  existing-  military  establishment,  was  read  the 
third  time  in  committee  of  the  whole  and  passed. 
YEAS— 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bigelotv,  Boyd,  Champion,  Da- 
venport, Ely,  Law,  Lewis,  Potter,  Stanford,  Stur- 
ges, Wheaton — 11. 

The  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military  establish- 
ment was  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

The  house  resumed  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  from  the  Uniied 
States  or  territories,  of  merchandize  under  the  au- 
thority of  permits  or  licenses,  derh'ed  from  any 
foreign  power;  wiien  Mr.  Nelson  reported  that  the 
committee  (to  whom  it  was  referred)  had  the  bill 
under  consideration  and  made  some  progress  there- 
in, it  was  ordered  that  the  house  do  resolve  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole  to  sit  again  on  the 
same  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  21. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter, 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  b}  him  on  the  19lli  inst.  which  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter withdrew,  and  moved  that  the  letter  of  Cowr- 
ies Mead,  with  the  presentment  of  tlie  Grand  Jury 


of  Washing-ton,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  against 
Harry  Toulmin,  judge  of  said  district,  be  referred 
to  a select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  tliere- 
on  to  the  house;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
Poindexter,  Bibb,  Rhea,  Caffioun,  Taliaferro, 
Bigelow  and  Champion  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Monday,  Dec.  23. — Mr.  Porter  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  tlie  commissioners  of  tlie  state  of  New- 
York  appointed  to  promote  the  opening  “a  canal 
navigation  between  the  great  lakes  and  Hudson’s 
river,”  praying  the  co-operation  of  congress  there- 
in; which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee  as 
the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed 
on  the  7th  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  of  the 
several  banks  in  which  the  public  money  is  deposit- 
ed, and  the  amount  which  is  designated  to  each 
bank,  together  with  the  greatest  amount  that  has 
been  deposited  in  each  bank  at  any  one  period  since 
the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1811,  and  also  the 
amount  deposited  in  each  bank  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, A.  D.  1811,  and  he  is  also  directed  to  inform 
this  house  on  what  terms,  under  tvhat  authority, 
and  on  what  security  such  deposits  are  made. 

The  same  gentleman  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions: , 

1st.  That  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  of  the 
amount,  in  value,  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
the  United  States  for  each  year  from  tlie  4lh  of 
March,  A.  D.  1789,  to  the  close  of  the  year  A.  D. 

1 810,  as  far  as  practicable,  distinguishing  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  each  state  and  territory,  also 
distinguishing  the  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic 
production  from  those  of  foi-eign. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  of  the 
district  tonnage  of  the  United  States  within  each 
state  and  territory,  for  each  year  from  the  4th  of 
March,  A.  D.  1789,  to  the  close  of  tlie  year  1810, 
distinguishing  as  far  as  practicable  the  amount  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade,  the  coasting  trade,  and  in 
the^fisheries — also,  a statement  of  the  foreign  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  States  for 
each  }'ear,  during  the  same  period. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
be  dhected  to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  of 
the  gross  and  nett  a,mount  of  duties  on  exports  and 
tonnage  within  each  state  and  territory,  in  each  yeim 
from  the  4th  of  March,  A.  D.  1789,  to  the  close  of 
the  year  A.  D.  1810,  with  the  ciiarges  of  collection, 
together  with  the  amount  of  drawbacks  for  each 
year,  in  each  state,  during  the  same  period. 

Which  several  resolutions  were  read,  the  fi’  st 
concurred  in  and  the  second  and  third  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  message  was  then  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Coles  his 
secretary. 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I communicate  to  congiess  copies  of  aii  act  of 
the  legislature  of  -New-York  relating  to  a canal 
from  the  Great  Lakes  to  Hudson  river.  In  making 
the  communication  I consult  the  respect  due  to 
that  stata  in  whose  behalf  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  have  placed  it  in  m\  hands  for 
the  purpose. 

Tlte  utility  of  canal  navigation  is  universaHy  ad- 
mitted. It  is  not  less  certain  Jiat  scarcely  any 
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country  offers  more  extensive  opportunities  for  that 
branch  of  improvement  than  the  United  States; 
iand  none,  perhaps,  inducements  equally  persuasive, 
to  make  the  most  of  them.  The  particular  under- 
taking- contemplated  by  the  state  of  New- York, 
which  marks  an  honorable  spirit  of  enterprize,  and 
comprises  objects  of  national  as  well  as  more  limit- 
ed importance,  will  recal  the  attention  of  cungress 
to  the  sig-nal  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  United 
States,  from  a general  system  of  internal  communi- 
cation and  conveyance;  and  suggest  to  their  consi- 
deration, whatever  steps  may  be  proper  on  their  part 
towards  its  introduction  and  accomplishment  As 
some  of  those  advantages  have  an  intimate  connec- 
tion with  arrangements  and  exertions  for  the  gene- 
ral security,  it  is  at  a period  calling  for  these  that 
the  meriis  of  such  a system  will  be  seen  in  the 
strongest  lights.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington^  December  23,  1811. 

December  24.— On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 

Ordered  that  the  petition  of  the  president,  and 
directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal 
company,  presented  the  28th  January,  1806,  and 
the  13tli  of  February  1807,  be  severally  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  6th  inst.  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Champaign  Company,  Ohio,  praying 
that  additional  duties  may  be  laid  on  hemp  imported 
into  the  United  States:  which  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manu- 
factures. 

WEST  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  that  the  house  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  house  whether  any  ne- 
gociation  is  now  pending  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  or  any  other  power,  respecting  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  that  tract  of  country 
of  which  possession  was  taken  by  virtue  of  tlie  pre- 
sident’s proclamation,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of 
October,  1810;  and  also  whether  he  is  possessed  of 
any  information  which  in  his  opinion  requires  that 
the  legislative  authority  of  congress  over  said  coun- 
try should  be  suspended  with  a view  to  futm-e  ne- 
gociation  on  that  subject. 

Tnis  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Jennings  moved  that  the  house  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house  any 
additional  information,  verbal  or  otherwise,  which 
he  may  have  received  relative  and  important  to  tlie 
public  situation  of  the  Indiana  territory  which  may 
not  be  improper  to  be  communicated. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  also  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr  Stow  moved  that  the  house  do  come  to  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  should  a war  ensue  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  provide  by  law  a bounty  to  impressed 
American  seamen  and  their  associates  for  eacf. 
British  ship  of  war  which  they  may-"  capture  and 
bnng  into  an  American  port. 

Tliis  resolution  was  read  and  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  hou.-.e  on  the  1st  Moiidav  in 
Fcbr*uary  next 

The  house  resolved  itself  Into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a furilier 
time  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act 
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further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Barbarj  powers;”_and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resum- 
ed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Basset  reported  that  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
bill  under  consideration  and  made  no  amendment 
thereto.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  thii-d 
time  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  that  thehou’Se  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
hibiting bylaw,  the  coi’poration  ofthecityof  New- 
Orleans  from  exacting  any  tax  or  duty  on  vessels, 
boats  or  other  craft,  descending  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, having  on  board  articles  the  growth  or  manu- 
facture of  the  United  States,  or  such  articles  of 
foreign  growth  qr  manufacture  as  have  been  regu- 
larly imported  into  the  United  States. 

This  resolution  was  read,  and  the  further  consi- 
deration thereof  postponed  imtil  the  first  Monday 
in  February  next. 

The  speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  Indiana  territory^  praying  that  a grant 
of  land  may  be  made  to  every  officer  and  soldier 
who  served  in  the  late  expedition  under  governor 
Harrison  against  the  hostile  Indians;  and  that  a 
similar  grant  may  be  made  to  the  heirs  of  those 
wlio  were  killed  in  the  action  of  the  7th  ultimo. 

The  speaker  also  presented  the  petition  of  a com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose  at  a meeting  of 
the  officers  and  privates  of  the  several  militia  corps 
of  Knox  county^,  Indiana  territory,  who  served  in 
the  campaig.u  under  governor  Harrison  “praying 
that  grants  of  land  may  be  made  to  the  heii’S  of 
such  officers  and  soldiersas  fell  in  the  action  of  the 
7th  ult.  and  that  compensation  may  be  made  for 
horses  and  other  property  unavoidably  lost  or  de- 
stiwed  in  said  action;”  which  two  petitions  were 
trefeiTed  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  19th 
inst.  on  the  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  transmitting  letters  from  governor 
Harrison  relative  to  that  action. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  authorising  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
Rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  on  mo- 
tion was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  president’s 
message  vvhicli  relates  to  fill  ng  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longiiigthe  enlistment  of  the  regular  troops  and  to 
an  auxin iary  military  force. 

And  the  house  adjourned  over  to  Thursday\  See 
page  312.  


Miscellaneous. 

Two  societies  of  rural  and  domestic  economy  have 
been  formed  in  Norway,  one  at  Christiana,  the 
other  at  Asker.  Each  of  them  proposes  premiums 
and  publishes  essays  on  subjects  analogous  to  the 
purpose  of  their  institution.  The  typographical 
society  of  Christiana,  has  latelv  been  le-organi/.ed, 
and  ha*  resumed  its  labours.  The  former  number  of 
93  members  is  increased  by^  24  in  Norway  and  25 
m Denmark. 

Grekce. — The  Ionian  Academy'-,  established  at 
Corfu,  has  offered  a prize  of  600  francs,  for  the  best 
dissertatmn  on  the  means  of  rendering  tlie  potatce 
abundant  in  that  island,  in  the  shortest  possible 
dine,  and  also  of  producing  an  increase  of  p;rain. 
The  memoirs  may'  be  written  in  luilian,  Latin, 
Creek  or  French. 
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;8>tatc  Of  JSoYtft-CaroUna. 


COUNTIES. 

In  1790. 

In  1800. 

In  1810. 

Free 

■whites. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

§ 

Slaves,  j 

Total. 

Free 

■whites. 

a* 

e 

Co 

a 

Chowan  - 

2,382 

2,588 

5,011 

2,592 

2,473 

5,132 

2,409 

2,789 

5,297 

Perquimons 

3,525 

1,878 

5,440 

3,627 

2,020 

5,708| 

4,916 

2,017 

6,052 

Pasquotank 

« 

3,595 

1,623 

5,497 

3,390 

1,755 

5,379 

4,829 

2,295 

7,674 

Camden 

2,965 

1,038 

4,033 

2,965 

1,170 

4,191 

3,888 

1,411 

5,347 

Currituck  • 

4,001 

1,105 

S,219 

5,284 

1,530 

6,928: 

5,234 

1,631 

6,985 

Gates  > » 

3,080 

2,219 

5,392 

5,111 

2,688 

5,881| 

3,062 

2,790 

5,965 

Hertford  • 

3,170 

2,442 

5,828 

3,400 

2,864 

6,701 

2,943 

2,805 

6,052 

Bertie 

7,117 

5,141 

12,606 

5,534 

5,512 

11,249 

5,145 

6,059 

11,218 

Tyrrell  - 

3,543 

1,166 

4,741 

2,523 

859 

3,395 

2,420 

910 

3,364 

Cravan 

6,474 

3,658 

10,469 

4,489 

4,161 

10,245 

6,501 

5,050 

12,676 

Jones 

3,071 

1,681 

4,822 

2,326 

1,949 

4,339 

2,532 

2,375 

4,968 

Johnston 

4,241 

1,329 

5,634 

4,504 

1,763 

6,301 

4,509 

2,330 

6,867 

Dobbs*  - 

4,933 

1,916 

6,893 

Wayne 

4,439 

1,557 

6,133 

4,700 

1,988 

6,772 

5,820 

2,756 

8,687 

Pitt 

_ 

5,883 

2,367 

8,275 

5,167 

2,885 

9,084 

5,580 

3,589 

9,169 

Beaufort 

3,701 

1,602 

5,462 

2,234 

2,044 

6,242 

4,369 

2,568 

7,203 

Hyde 

3,041 

1,048 

4,120 

3,379 

1,404 

4,829 

4,087 

1,852 

6,029 

Carteret 

2,927 

713 

3,732 

3,373 

818 

5,399 

3,545 

1,172 

4,823 

New-Hanover  - 

2,024 

3,738 

6,831 

2,908 

4,058 

7,060 

4,891 

6,442 

11,465 

Brunswick  - 

2,557 

1,511 

3,071 

2,333 

1,614 

4,110 

2,314 

2,254 

4,778 

Bladen 

3,350 

1,67'6 

5,084 

4,577 

2,299 

7,028 

3,573 

1,985 

5,671 

Duplin 

4,276 

1,383 

5,662 

4,877 

1,864 

6,896 

5,518 

2,416 

7,863 

Onslow 

3,555 

1,748 

5,387 

3,809 

1,814 

5,623 

4,339 

2.299 

6,669 

Cumberland 

6,407 

2.181 

8,671 

6 422 

2,723 

9.264 

6.491 

2.796 

9,382 

Moore 

9,387 

371 

3,370 

4.118 

608 

4,767 

5,367 

944 

6.367 

Richmond 

4,417 

583 

5,055 

4,723 

875 

5.623 

5.372 

1,301 

6,695 

Robeson 

4.516 

533 

5,326 

5.500 

998 

6,899 

1,683 

1,340 

7,528 

Sampson 

4,742 

1,183 

6,065 

4 870 

1,712 

6,719 

4.562 

2,049 

6,620 

Anson  • 

4,264 

828 

5,133 

6,725 

1,290 

8146 

. 6,418 

2,325 

8,831 

Halifax 

7,016 

6,506 

13,965 

6,071 

7,239 

13,945 

7,760 

6,624 

1 5,620 

Northhampton  - 

5,110 

4,409 

9,981 

5,605 

6,209 

12,353 

5,244 

7,258 

l3,082 

Warren 

4,609 

4,720 

9,397 

5,136 

6,012 

11,234 

4,491 

6,282 

ll,0U4 

Franklin  - 

4,805 

2,717 

7,559 

4,831 

3,698 

8,529 

4,665 

5,330 

l0,166 

Nash  - 

5,196 

2,009 

7,393 

4,236 

2,596 

6,975 

4,244 

2,897 

7,268 

Edgecombe 

7,033 

3,152 

10,255 

6,410 

3,905 

20,421 

7,879 

5,1 07 

l2,4z3 

Martin  - 

4,095 

1,889 

6,080 

3,660 

1,786 

5,629 

3,515 

2,357 

5,987 

Orange  - 

10,0.55 

2,060 

12,-216 

12,681 

3,551 

16,362 

J 5,1 02 

4,701 

20,135 

Granville 

6,504 

4,163 

10,982 

7,580 

6,106 

14,015 

7,363 

7,746 

1 5,576 

Caswell  - 

7,288 

2,736 

10,096 

6,203 

3,123 

9,370 

7,368 

4,299 

11,757 

Wake 

7,549 

2,463 

10,192 

8.556 

3,906 

12,768 

10,689 

5,-578 

17,086 

Chatham 

7,580 

1,632 

9,221 

8,974 

2,806 

11.861 

9,100 

3,635 

12,977 

Randolph 

6,800 

452 

7,270 

8,425 

607 

9,234 

9,109 

798 

10,112 

Rowan  - 

13,989 

1,742 

15,8.^8 

17,1<S6 

2,839 

20,060 

17,69- 

3,757 

21,543 

Mecklenburg 

9,722 

1,603 

11,395 

8,436 

1,988 

l0,‘39 

10,744 

3,494 

14,272 

Iredell 

4,574 

858 

5,435 

7,331 

1,508 

8,856 

8,535 

2,432 

1 0,97  2 

Montgomery 

3,786 

434 

4,725 

6,284 

1,373 

7,677 

6,700 

1,696 

8,430 

Guilford 

2,618 

516 

7,191 

8,497 

905 

9,442 

9,950 

1,467 

1 1,420 

Rockingham 

5,077 

1,100 

6,187 

6,528 

1,633 

8,277 

8,159 

2,114 

1 0,316 

Surry 

6,476 

698 

7,l9l 

8,479 

1,005 

9,505 

8,813 

1,469 

20,366 

Stokes 

7,728 

787 

8,528 

9,524 

1,439 

11,026 

9.777 

1,746 

1 1,645 

Burke 

7,512 

595 

8,118 

9,051 

826 

6,929 

9,514 

1,433 

1 1,007 

Wilkes 

7,592 

545 

8,143 

6,393 

790 

4,727 

7,772 

1,194 

9,054 

Cabarras 

4,393 

699 

5,0,94 

4,9-21 

1,234 

6,158 

Person 

4,197 

2,082 

6,402 

3,987 

2,573 

6,642 

Washington 

• 

1,598 

76 

2,422 

2,114 

1,287 

3,464 

Greene 

2,695 

1,496 

4,218 

2,970 

1,84^ 

4,867 

Lenoir 

2,424 

1,526 

4,005 

3,019 

2,440 

5,572 

Buncombe 

5,131 

347 

5,M2 

8,‘564 

695 

9,277 

Lincoln 

8,289 

935 

9,224 

11,119 

1,523 

12,650 

13,862 

2,849 

1 6,359 

Rutherford  - 

7,192 

614 

7,808 

9,668 

1,072 

10,753 

12,184 

979 

1 3,202 

Ashe 

85 

2,783 

3,541 

147 

3,691 

Harwood 

2,602 

171 

2,789 

Columbus 

2,292 

703 

3,022 

Totals, 

268,405 

100,571 

373,951 

337,764  133,296 

478,105 

376,310 

168,824 

555,500 

. , , .-id 

*Dobbs  county  is  not  mentioned  in  tlie  last  enumerations. 

Note. — See  note  to  page  264— counties  formed  since  1790  in  Jm&’cfi— since  1800  in  small  capitals. 
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DISTRICTS. 

la  1790. 

In  1800. 

In  1810. 

©9 

1 

g 

ft 

ft- 

s;- 

a 

c© 

1 

? 

g 

ft 

|-i 

1 

i 

Charleston  city  - 
Ditto  district  - 

Colleton  - 

Georgetown 
Beaufort 
Orangeburgh 
Sumpter  - - - 

Marion  - - - 

Barnwell  - - • 

York  . - • 

Chester  . • • 

Fairfield  - 

Laurens  - - - 

Pendleton  • 

Greenville 
Spartajiburgh 
Union  - - - 

Edgefield  - - - 

Ebbeville  - - - 

Richland  - 

Lancaster  - 

Kershaw  . - - 

Newbury  - - - 

Cheraw*'  - - . 

Clarendon* 

Chavlemont* 

Marlborough 

Lexingtox 

Williamsburg  « 

Darlingtom 

Chesterfield 

Horry  . , - 

Totals 

8,089 

3,712 

3,601 

8,878 

4,364 

12,412 

5,652 

5,881 

6,138 

8,270 

8,731 

5,888 

7,907 

6,430 

9,605 

7,505 

2,479 

4,864 

8,186 

7,418 

1,790 

2,438 

7,684i 
26,387| 
16, 562* 
13,l3li 
14,236 
5,931 

923 

938 

1,485 

1,120 

834 

606 

866 

1,215 

3,619 

1,665 

1,437 

1,370 

1,144 

3,229 

602 

2,110 

1^,359 

30,388 

20,358 

22,122 

18,753 

18,513 

6,604 

6,866 

7,623 

9,397 

9,568 

6,503 

8,800 

7,693 

13,289 

9,197 

3,930 

6,702 

9,342 

10,706 

2,392 

4,548 

9,630 

4,744 

4,394 

6,275 

4,199 

10,315 

6,239 

4,621 

5,575 

8,417 

7,019 

8,096 

10,870 

17,760 

10,029 

10,609 

8,472 

13,063 

10,548 

2,929 

4,898 

4.706 

9.707 
13,138 

9,819 

32,126 

20,471 

16,568 

16,031 

5,356 

6,563 

2,155 

1,690 

1,804 

1,164 

1,968 

1,919 

2,224 

1,439 

1,467 

1,697 

5,006 

2,964 

3,033 

1,076 

2,530 

2,204 

4,877 

20,473 

37,007 

24,903 

22,9381 

20,428! 

15,766; 

13,103 

6,914 

7,376 

10,248 

8,185 

10,087' 

12,809 

20,054- 

ll,504i 

12,122) 

10,237'i 

18,130j 

13,553' 

6,097 

6,012 

7,340 

12,006 

18,299 

12,628 
5,443 
4,290 
1,710 
4,792 
6,639 
7,126 
6,019 
7,969 
7,828 
8,722 
7,886 
11,645 
' 19,363 
10,739 
11.835 
8,081 
14,433 
14,396 
3,468 
4,300 
4,942 
9,848 

3,173 
4,713 
2,306 
6,259 
3,867 
2 943 

11,671 
23,714 
21  858 
13,867 
20,914 
6,564, 
11,638 
2,771 
4,153 
3-164 
2,7431 
4,034 
3,308 
3,485 
2,353 

2,391! 

2,846i 
8,576t 
6,672; 
5,238 
1,646 
4 847 
4,006 

1,709 
1,911 
4,518 
2,731 
1,639 
; 1,398 

24,711 

28,468 

26,359 

15,679 

25,887 

13,229 

19,054 

8,884 

12,280 

10,032 

11,479> 

11,857 

14,982 

22,897 

13,133 

14,259 

10,995 

23,160 

21,156 

9,027 

6,318 

9,867 

13,964 

4,960 

6,641 

6,871 

9,047 

5,564 

4,349 

140,078 

107,0941 

249,073 

296,245|l46,151 

345,591 

214T96 

1 196,365 

415,115 

dDcorgia. 

Camden  county 

234 

70 

303: 

936 

735 

1,681 

1,207 

2,687 

3,941 

Glynn 

193 

215 

4131 

779 

1,092 

1,874 

664 

2,845 

3,417 

Liberty 

1,303 

4,025 

5,355l 

1,346 

3,940 

5,313 

1,352 

4,808 

6,228 

Chatham 

2,456 

8,201 

10,769| 

3,673 

9,049 

12,946 

3,214 

9,748 

13,540 

Effingham  - 

1,674 

750 

2,424, 

1,310 

762 

2,072 

1,575 

1,010 

2,586 

Richmond  - 

7,162 

4,116 

11,317, 

2,728 

2,691 

5,473 

2,681 

3,430 

6,189 

Burke 

7,064 

2,392 

9,4671 

6,523 

2,967 

9,506 

6,091 

4,691 

10,858 

Washington 

3,856 

694 

4,552; 

7,181 

2,668 

10,300 

6,423 

3,513 

9,940 

Wilkes 

24^052 

7,268 

31,5001 

8,032 

5,008 

13,103 

7,602 

7,284 

14,887 

Franklin  - 

885 

156 

1,041| 

1 5,892 

959 

6,859 

9,143 

1,656 

10,815 

Green 

4,020 

1,377 

5,405 

7,097 

3,657 

10,761 

6,398 

5,256 

11,679 

Lincoln 

3,326 

1,433 

4,766 

2,331 

2,212 

4,555 

Oglethorpe  - 

6,686 

3,089 

9,780 

6,857 

' 5,435 

12,297 

Jackson 

6,328 

1,400 

7,736 

8,742 

! 1,816 

i 10,569 

Jefferson 

4,008 

1,642 

5,684 

3,746 

i 2,336 

. 6,111 

Warren 

6,252 

2,058 

8,329 

5,659 

1 3,048 

1 8,725 

Mackintosh 

731 

1,819 

2,660 

761 

. 2,957 

' 3,739 

Hancock 

9,605 

4,835 

14,456 

6,849 

' 6,456 

1 13,330 

Montgomery 

2,742 

435 

3,180 

2,190 

1 747 

' 2,954 

Elbert 

7,255 

2,816 

10,094 

7,632 

! 4,574 

. 12,150 

Bullock 

1,629 

26S 

' 1,913 

1,861 

426 

i 2,305 

Scriven 

2,253 

766 

) 3,019 

2,657 

^ 1,816 

i 4,477 

Bryan 

528 

2,306 

) 2,836 

557 

^ 2,264 

. 2,827 

Wayne 

421 

L 254 

. 676 

Columbia 

5,381 

. 3,00^ 

} 8,345 

5,225 

) 5,980 

1 11,242 

Walton 

964 

i 60 

1 1,026 

Clarke  w 

5,00C 

) 2,594 

t 7,628 

Tatnal 

1,60( 

) 54S 

> 2,206 

Telfair 

- 

52: 

) 218 

1 744 

Pulaski 

- 

I 1,553!  52E 

5 2,093 

These  districts  are  extinct. 
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In  1790. 

In  1800. 

In  1810. 

COUNTIES. 

Free 

•whites. 

Slaves. 

i 

Total. 

i 

Free  j 
•whites.  I 

Slaves. 

Total 

Free 

•whites. 

I 

Total. 

Laurens  ... 

Twiggs  - - - 

Wilkinson  - - - 

Baldwin  - _ - 

Jones  - - - - 

Putnam  . - - 

Morgan  . - - 

ItANDOLPH  - 

1,714 

2,856 

1,846 

3,790 

5,571 

6,769 

5,949 

5,743 

485 

642 

318 

2,550 

2,587 

3,220 

2,418 

1,821 

2,210 

3,405 

2,155 

6,356 

8,597 

10,029 

8,369 

7,573 

Total, 

52,886 

29,264 

82,548' 

101,066 

.59,699 

162,686 

145,414 

105,218 

252,433 

Potash 

The  following  article  Avas  written  for  the  Registeh 
at  the  request  of  some  friends  in  the  western 
country;  we  hope  it  may  answer  all  the  purposes 
required. 

The  great  importance  Avhich  this  article  bears  in 
the  list  of  our  exportations,  and  the  immense  varie- 
ty of  quality  to  which  it  is  liable,  from  the  fraud  or 
carelessness  of  manufactures,  render  it  a desirable 
thing  to  understand  the  mode  of  manufacturing  the 
largest  quantities  by  a process  which  shall  not  in- 
jure its  useful  properties.  The  manufacturers  are 
generally  too  apt  to  calculate  their  interest  by  the 
quantity  they  can  send  to  market,  Avithout  reflecting 
that  the  prices  of  all  commodities  are  regulated  b}’- 
their  quality,  or  their  particular  adoption  to  the 
purposes  of  employment.  Faults  of  this  kind  have 
led  the  chemists  of  Europe  to  turn  their  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  various  ingenious  modes  hav*e 
been  contrived  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  it 
among  themselves;  it  therefore  particularly  behoves 
our  manufacturers  to  be  attentive  to  the  quality  of 
what  they  offer  for  sale,  lest  in  our  over-eagerness 
to  increase  its  profits,  we  should  entirely  lose  this 
lucrative  branch  of  our  commerce. 

It  has  been  observed  that  commercial  men  and 
practical  tradesmen  have  more  just  ideas  on  this 
salt  than  the  generality  of  men  of  science.  This 
may  be  true  in  a limited  sense.  The  tradesman  may 
by  experience  of  its  eflTects  be,  enabled  to  know  the 
pure  from  the  impure;  but  Ave  must  resort  to  the 
chemist  to  be  informed  Avherein  those  impurities 
consist,  and  hoAV  they  may  be  avoided. 

Several  circumstances  are  found  materially  to 
influence  the  quality  of  this  alkaline  salt:  the  na- 
ture of  the  materials  which  ai’e  reduced  to  ashes: 
the  mode  of  conducting  the  combustion;  and  the 
degree  of  heat  applied  in  the  process  of  evaporation. 
With  respect  to  the  first,  the  trees  or  other  vegeta- 
ble substances  intended  to  be  incinerated,  should 
be  perfectly  sound  and  free  from  marks  of  decay  or 
putrefaction.  Particular  trees  and  vegetables  are 
found  to  yield  a greater  quantity  and  a better  quality 
than  others;  thus  hiccory,  poplar,  ash  and  oak, 
are  generally  preferred  among  the  trees,  and  of  the 
vegetables  the  marine  plants  are  best.  In  Russia  it 
is  the  practice  to  let  the  trees  remain  after  they  are 
felled  for  twfelve  months  or  more,  that  they  may  be 
thoroughly  dried  before  they  are  burned.  But  Mr. 
Stephens,  a gentleman  who  a short  time  before  the 
revolution,  obtained  a grant  from  the  parliament  of 
England  to  establish  a manufacture  of  potash  in 
this  country,  and  who  succeeded  perfectly,  was  in 
the  habit  of  burning  the  wood  immediately  after  it 
Avas  felled,  which  is  unquestionably  the  most  pro- 
per plan,  as  many  trees  begin  to  decay  and  rot  \ery 


as  before  observed,  will  affect  the  quality  of  the 
ashes. 

The  trees  being  felled  and  cut  into  convenient 
lengths  may  be  burned  either  in  a kiln  or  in  the  open 
air;  if  in  the  latter  way,  a brick  floor  or  hearth 
should  be  laid  to  prevent  the  earth  being  mixed 
with  the  ashes  AAdien  they  are  aftcnvards  scraped 
up,  and  the  wood  piled  upon  this  by  laying  the  logs 
alternately  across  each  other,  and  filling  the  inter- 
stices with  the  smaller  branches  or  brushAvood;  the 
bottom  logs  should  then  be  set  on  fire  at  each  end. 
When  the  pile  is  completely  burned,  the  ashes 
should  be  suffered  to  remain,  without  being  stirred 
until  nearly  cold,  and  then  carried  under  a shed  or 
in  a house  and  placed  in  proper  vessels  where  they 
should  lie  for  a month  or  more,  wetting  them  fre- 
quently and  ramming  them  into  a close  heap.  It  is 
improper  to  burn  a second  pile  upon  the  ashes  of 
the  first,  as  the  degTee  of  heat  to  which  these  would 
be  thus  subjected  would  materially  affect  the  salt 
to  be  afterwards  obtained  from  them. 

The  second  and  least  objectionable  mode  of  burn- 
ing the  wood  is  in  a kiln  made  for  the  purpose, 
Avhich  may  be  built  of  brick  or  stone  and  of  any 
size.  At  about  one  third  of  the  height  of  the  kiln 
an  iron  grate  should  be  fitted  in,  upon  Avhich  the 
wood  is  placed;  the  apartment  under  the  grate 
should  be  paved  with  brick,  having  a door- way 
communicating  outwards  closed  with  an  iron'  lid; 
Avhen  the  wood  is  set  on  fire,  the  cracks  of  this  door 
way  should  be  completely  stopped  by  mortar,  or  by 
banking  the  earth  up  against  it.  The  grate  or  bed 
of  the  kiln  should  be  filled  with  AA'^ood  to  the  surface, 
and  a supply  constantly  kept  up,  until  the  ashes  in 
the  lower  apartment  have  nearly  reached  the  grate. 
They  should  then  be  drawn  out  whilst  red  hot  and 
in  that  state  sprinkled  with  ley  till  they  are  suffi- 
ciently damp  to  be  rammed  into  a heap  as  directed 
in  the  former  case.  In  this  state  they  are  ready  for 
the  second  process,  that  of  forming  the  ley:  for  this 
purpose  they  should  be  put  into  v^ats  or  hoppers 
having  false  bottoms  latticed  and  covered  with  tAVo 
or  three  layers  of  straAv  to  prevent  the  ashes  from 
falling  through  along  with  the  liquor.  The  vats 
(of  which  there  should  be  at  least  three)  should  be 
filled  to  within  four  or  five  inches  of  the  top  and  the 
ashes  Avell  rammed  as  they  are  put  in  so  as  to  form 
a solid  and  compact  mass,  taking  care  to  heap  more 
around  the  sides  of  the  vat,  that  a concavity  may  be 
left  in  the  centre.  The  vats  being  all  prep  ared  in 
the  same  manner,  let  the  concavity  or  bason  of  the 
first  be  filled  AAUth  soft  water,  and  kept  constantly 
supplied  until  the  ashes  Avill  absorb  no  more.  In 
about  twenty-four  hours  the  ley  v/hich  has  soaked 
tliroug'h  into  the  receiA^er  sliould  be  drawn  off, 
and  the  .ashes  agiin  supplied  with  Avater  until 
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then*  wliole  strensrth  has  been  extracted. 
liquor  thus  run  off  the  second  vat  should  be  filled, 
and  the  same  process  repeated  until  they  ley  has 
acquired  proof  strengtfi.*  It  may  then  be  put  away 
in  cisterns  as  ready  for  the  last  process,  or  that  of 
evaporation. 

There  are  various  modes  of  subjecting  the  liquor 
to  this  operation  according  to  the  convenience  of 
the  manufacturer.  By  some  they  ley  is  evaporated 
in  ron  crucibles  almost  to  dryness  and  the  residuum 
subjecte  1 to  the  action  of  an  intense  heat  until  it  be- 
comes liquified,  tlie  melted  salt  is  then  poured  upon 
iron  plates  to  chrystalize,  and  the  work  is  finished. 
But  the  evaporation  of  tlie  ley  and  the  liqulfication 
of  the  salt  may  be  done  at  once  by  means  of  a fur- 
nace properly  contrived  and  heated.  It  should  be 
heated  almost  to  a white  heat,  and  preserved  as 
nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  temperature  during 
the  whole  continuance  of  the  process.  It  is  to  a 
want  of  attention  in  this  particular  that  many  of  the 
varieties  in  the  quality  of  the  potash,  are  to  be  at- 
tributed. The  furnace  being  brouglit  to  this  degree 
of  heat,  they  ley  is  poured  into  it  from  the  cisterns 
by  means  of  funnels,  care  being  taken  to  regulate 
the  stream,  so  as  to  prevent  the  flues  or  the  funnels 
from  being  clioaked;  an  iron  or  brick  trough  should 
be  made  leading  fi-om  the  furnace  to  receive  the 
product.  In  about  an  hour  the  potash  will  issue 
out  in  a red  hot  stream,  and  if  care  be  taken  to  pack 
it  away  in  close  cases  as  soon  as  it  is  cold,  without 
any  admixture  of  clay,  lime,  gravel,  &c.  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  its  being  as  pure  as  the  nature  of  the 
substance  will  admit. 

The  appearances  even  of  the  best  potash  are  so 
various  that  is  difficult  to  judge  of  its  quality  from 
that  alone.  It  is  considered  impure  if  it  have  a 
honey-comb  appearance  or  an  acid  taste.  That 
which  is  white  or  cream  colored,  and  has  crystali- 
zed  in  small  round  grains,  is  esteemed  the  best. 

Besides  the  innumerable  uses  to  which  this  im- 
portant article  has  been  applied,  as  well  in  medicine 
as  in  various  traces,  it  has  been  discovered  to  pos- 
sess the  remarkable  property  of  extinguishing  flame 
in  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  manner,  and  for 
this  purpose  lias  been  successfully  used  in  some 
parts  of  England  to  extinguish  burning  houses,  a 
quantity  of  it  being  dissolved  in  the  \yater  with 
which  the  fire  engines  are  charged. 

* This  is  ascertained  by  weight,  in  the  following 
manner:  take  a vial  which  will  exactly  hold  a four 
ounce  measure  of  water;  having  first  ascertained 
the  weight  of  the  vial,  fill  it  with  water  and  weigli 
that  also:  divide  tlie  weight  of  the  tvater  into  128 
equal  parts,  eacli  of  which  is  a caract — thus  1-63 
of  tlie  whole  weight  w'ould  be  two  caracts  1-32 
4 caracts,  8cc.  Ley  that  weighs  18  caracts  is  suffi- 
ciently strong  for  evaporation.  The  strength  may 
be  tried  also  by  means  of  a fresh  egg,  which  will 
swum  on  the  surface  of  strong  ley,  and  sink  in  what 
is  too  weak  for  use. 

The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  December  28. 

The  ship  Pacific,  whose  speedy  passage  to  Eng- 
land \vas  noted  in  our  last,  has  returned  to  oS’ew- 
York  in  27  days,  bringing  London  papers  to  the 
19th  of  last  month.  Their  contents  do  not  appear 
important.  The  price  of  grain  is  on  the  advance 
in  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  petitions 
were  preparing  to  prevent  its  distillation.  A consi- 
derable scarcity  is  apprehended.  There  had  been 
some  serious  riots  at  Nottingham,  occasioned  by 


the  introduction  of  a new  stocking  frame,  calculated 
to  lessen  the  employ  of  the  weavers! — ^The  king  of 
England  still  lived,  but  was  very  ill — the  prince 
i*egent  had  strained  his  ancle,  and  was  confined  to 
his  room.  It  is  said  the  orders  in  council  are  be- 
coming very  unpopular,  even  wdth  some  of  their 
warmest  original  advocates,  and  it  is  expected,  when 
the  prince  regent  receives  full  powers,  that  they  wdll 
be  abrogated.  There  is  nothing  of  interest  from 
the  continent;  a rising  of  the  people  in  Dalmatia 
and  Istria,  is  reported.  A new  ministry  in  England 
is  confidently  spoken  of.  Lords  Grey,  Holland, 
Lauderdale,  and  Lansdowne,  are  to  go  into  the 
council — Mr.  Tierney  to  be  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer; lord  Erskine,  lord  chancellor;  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan paymaster  of  the  navy,  &c. — ^'Fhe  following  cu- 
rious article  is  from  a late  Irish  paper; 

“Things  still  continue  in  an  unsatisfactory 
state,”  to  use  a phrase  of  Mr.  Pitt’s,  between  the 
British  Islands  and  their  former  colonies.  There 
have  been  recent  arrivals  which  speak  of  the  most 
deadly  animosity  having  been  excited  between  the 
rival  factions.  The  federalists,  among  whom  are 
included  the  friends  of  England,  are  losing  ground, 
and  the  democrats,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  Madi- 
son, president,  are  described  as  lords  of  the  ascen- 
dant. In  the  mean  time  nothing  is  done.  Eveiy 
arrangement  waits  for  the  meeting  of  congress  for 
a legal  sanction — of  course  we  shall  next  have  to 
record  the  enactment  of  a non-intercourse  law. 

It  is  believed  througliout  the  western  country  that 
the  British  are  chiefly  to  blame  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Indians.  What  leads  to  this  opinion  is  the 
frequent  excitements  the  savages  have  received  to 
commit  wai- upon  us  from  the  agents  of  his  “most 
gracious  majesty,”  and  a knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  after  the  battle  on  the  Wabash,  fifty  fusees  and 
rifles,  with  the  famous  stamp  of  Ketland  & co.  to  all 
appearance  new,  were  picked  up— and  the  powder 
taken  was  also  pronounced  to  be  ^f  ne  English  glaz^ 
ed  powder E Further,  certain  deputations  from  tlie 
northern  tribes  lately  visited  the  southern  Indians, 
to  induce  them  to  unbury  the  tomahawk — the  de- 
puties were  armed  with  xew  English  muskets.  It 
appears,  however,  they  v.-ere  unsuccessful;  though, 
it  is  said,  the  Chickasaws  have  risen  for  the  puiqiGse 
of  opposing  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  who  ' 
are  directed  to  cut  a road  through  the  country  of 
the  Creeks.  In  such  a state  of  things  it  is  conso- 
latory to  reflect,  that  our  affairs  are  committed  to 
the  direction  of  that  faithful  veteran,  col.  Ilawkin?; 
whose  active  benevolence  has  secured  the  attach- 
ment of  the  red  people  as  well  as  the  admiration  of 
the  white,  and  on  who.se  experience  and  firmness 
we  may  rely  in  any  emergency. 

The  following  extracts  of  a letter  from  gov.  Harri- 
son, to  col.  John  J\f.  Scott,  of  Frankfort,  Ken. 
as  published  in  the  Western  “Argus”  of  the  11th 
inst.  corroborates,  and  shews  additional  causes 
why  the  above  opinion  is  entertained: 

“VixcEXNEs,  Dec.  2, 1811. 
“Even  in  the  event  of  a war  with  Great  Britain, 

I think  that  the  Indians  will  now  remain  neutral — 
tliey  have  witnessed  the  inefficacy  of  British  assist- 
ance— for  that  assistance  has  been  afforded  in  as  am- 
ple a manner  as  it  could  have  been,  if  war  ‘had  actu- 
ally prevailed  betiveen  7is  and  that  power.  Within 
the  last  three  months,  tlie  whole  of  the  Indians  on 
this  frontier,  have  been  completely  armed  and  equip- 
ped out  of  the  king's  stores  at  Malden.  Indeed  they 
wei-e  much  better  armed  than  the  gi  eater  [lart  of  my 
•troops;  every  I idian  was  provided  widi  a gun, 
scalping  kiiife,  tomahaw  k :uid  wai*  club,  and  most 
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of  them  with  a spear— whilst  the  greater  part  of  the 
riflemen  had  no  other  weapon  than  their  rifle  The 
Indians,  had  moreover,  an  ample  supply  of  the  best 
British  glazed  powder— some  of  their  guns  had 
been  sent  to  them  so  short  a time  before  the  action, 
that  they  were  not  divested  of  the  list  covering  in 
which  they  are  imported.” 

“After  the  battle  on  the  Wabash,  (says  the  Ken- 
tucky Gazette,)  governor  Harrison  buried  50-or  60 
dead*  upon  the  field — and  we  understand  the  In- 
dians returned  in  a few  days  after  his  departm-e  and 
took  them  up,  scalped  them  and  left  them  on  the 
ground,  and  then  interred  their  own  killed  in  the 
graves.”  , 

The  destructive  war,  heretofore  noticed,  rages 
with  additional  force  in  many  parts  of  Spain.  ^ The 
most  important  event  that  has  lately  occurred  is  the 
surrender  of  Saguntum  to  the  French,  under  mar- 
shal Suchet.  The  allies  made  an  attempt  to  relieve 
the  place,  but  were  defeated  with  great  loss,  the 
French  taking  4,639  prisoners.  Saguntum  surren- 
dered the  day  after  the  battle,  which  added  2,580 
prisoners;  the  whole,  7,211  in  number,  were  march- 
ed into  France.  The  loss  of  the  French  is  official- 
ly stated  to  be  only  128  killed  and  596  wounded.  A 
body  of  10,000  French  troops  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Algesiras. 

That  famous  outcast,  Aaron  Burr,  is  in  England 

American  Manufactures.— following  resolu- 
tion  passed  the  senate  of  this  state,  on  the  30th 
March,  1811,  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  assembly.— 
It  IS  published,  in  order  that  the  members  of  the  le- 
gislature, who  are  to  assemble  at  Albany  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  January,  may  be  seasonably  apprised  of 
it,  and  regulate  themselves  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clinton, 

Resolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  assembly  concur 
therein)  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  members  of 
the  legislature,  to  appear  at  the  next  session  in 
clothes  of  American  manufacture.  JV*.F.  Mer.Adv. 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky  convened  on  the  2d 
Inst.  John  Simpson,  Esq.  was  unanimously  elected 
speier  of  the  house  of  representatives.  ' The  se- 
nate formed  a quorum  on  the  same  day,  when  go- 
vernor Scott  delivered  an  excellent  and  highly  spi- 
rited communication— to  appear  in  its  course. 

By  ‘way  of  London  we  first  learn  the  important  in- 
telligence that  the  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  Phila- 
delphia a short  time  ago.  The  despatches  carried 
to  England  from  their  minister  in  this  country,  by 
the  messenger,  Mr.  Proudman,  were  well  fumigated! 

Canal  navigation.— The  locks  and  canals  from 
Concord  to  Boston  now  being  nearly  complete,  we 
have  been  informed  that  the  agent  for  the  Middle- 
sex canal  has  contracted  for  a steam  boat,  upon  a 
plan  peculiar  to  canal  navigation.  It  is  contem- 
plated that  this  boat  will  propel,  by  the  powers  of 
steam,  four  other  boats  of  forty  tons  each,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  miles  an  hour.  The  boats  will  proba- 
bly be  in  readiness  to  ply  the  Merrimack  the  ensu- 
ing spring — Such  a project  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great 
importance  to  this  town  and  the  circumjacent 
country.  JV*.  H.  Patriot. 

Loxnosr,  November  15. 

P.X  officio  informations*  those  dreadful  instru- 
ments of  power  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  gene- 
ral, the  indiscriminate  use  of  which  was  lately  dis- 
couraged by  the  English  court  of  king’s  bench, 
appear  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  in  Ireland.  We 
announced  on  Saturday,  that  the  Irish  attorney  ge- 
neral had  filed  information,  ex  officio,  against  the 
earl  of  Fingall,  and  the  proprietors  of  two  of  the 
Dublin  newspapers.  To  tlrese  we  have  this  day  to 


add  several  other  persons,  making  the  following 
list,  viz: 

The  earl  of  Fingall  for  presiding  at  an  aggregate 
meeting  at  Fishamble  street,  on  the  9<:h  of  July. 

The  earl  of  Fingall  (again)  for  presiding  at  a Ca- 
tholic meeting  in  Navan,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
pointing delegates  for  the  county  of  Meath,  on  the 
29th  of  August.  The  honorable  T.  Barnewall,  for 
assisting  at  said  meeting;  the  honorable  Patrick 
Barnewall  for  a like  offence;  the  honorable  Rich- 
ard Barnewall;  the  honorable  Joseph  Barnewall 
for  the  same;  Philip  Whitefield  Harvey,  Esq.  pro- 
prietor of  the  Freeman’s  Journal,  for  publishing  thd 
Catholic  proceedings  on  the  1st  of  August;  Tho- 
mas Townsend,  Esq.  barrister  at  law,  propretor  of 
The  Correspondent,  for  publishing  the  same  pro- 
ceedings. 


HOtrSE  OF  HEPBESEXTAT1VES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  26. — Mr.  Reed  presented  two  pe- 
titions of  certain  merchants  of  Salem,  stating  that 
their  vessels  and  cargoes,  sent  to  Naples  after 
the  issuing  of  the  president’s  proclamation  of  Nov. 
2,  1810,  were  there  confiscated  and  sold  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  praying  relief.  Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  a bill  autforising  the  president  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  military  corps  {not  ex- 
ceeding 50,000.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole  for  Monday  next, 

Mr.  Bibb  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: — Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the 
naVy  be  directed  to  lay  befoi’e  this  house  a state- 
ment of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  which  have  been  repaired  since  the 
year  1801,  specifying  the  time  when  they  were  re« 
paired,  and  the  cost. 

The  house  went  into  a committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on  a report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  claims  unfavorable  to  a certain  petitioner, 
because  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation.  The 
debate  involved  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
suspending  or  repealing  those  statutes.  The  com- 
mittee rose  without  deciding,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Gholson  submitted  the  follovdng  resolution. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instruct- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  justice  of  all  revolutionary 
claims,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  barred  by  the 
statutes  of  limitation.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Adjouimed  at  3 o’clock. 


Ebbatum.  In  the  census  of  Maryland,  for 
“4104  free  whites”  in  the  Eastern  precincts  of 
Baltimore,  read  3102.  From  a supplementary  re- 
turn it  appears,  that  the  population  of  Harford 
county  in  1800,  was,  free  ivhites,  15,477 — slaves^ 
1344 — TOTAL,  17,626. 

Next  week,  by  the  aid  of  a supplement,  we  shall 
dispose  of  some  of  our  stock  of  manuscripts. 

The  first  four  numbers  of  the  Register  were 
forwarded  a few  days  ago  to  such  of  our  subscribers 
as  had  not  been  furnished  ‘with  them.  If  any  have 
been  neglected  (which  we  believe  is  not  the  case)  a 
notice  of  it  will  be  thankfully  received. 

* As,  according  to  the  teims  of  subscription# 
our  patrons  are  now  considered  as  for  one  year— 
n6w  subscribers  for  a less  period  cannot  be  received, 
The  effect  would  be  to  render  our  files  incomplete, 
and  do  more  harm  than  good;  as  well  as  give  an 
imperfect  work  to  the  person  so  subscribing.  New 
subscribers  will  be  furnished  from  tlie  beginning. 
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“ — [ wish  no  other  herald, 

“ No  other  speaker  of  uuj  living  actions. 

To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  suclian  hone.st  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — aE’TET  vifi. 
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Mr.  Griiiitly^s  Speech, 

I-?r  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEl’RES  ENTATIVES,  ON  TBS. 

HEFOHT  OF  THE  tOYOIITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  RE- 

L YTIONS. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I did  not  expect  that  the  g-entle- 
•man  from  Virg'inia  (Mr.  Randolpli)  would  liave 
made  any  enquiries  iiito  the  motives  or  objects  of 
that  committee,  of  which  he  himself  was  a member. 
He,  sir,  attended  faithfully  to  his  duty,  and  witness- 
ed every  step  the  committee  took.  He  also  saw  the 
report  before  it  was  made  to  this  house,  and  must 
have  heiu’d  the  exposition  of  oiu*  ulterior  measui’es, 
as  explained  by  our  chairman.  Wliy,  then,  sir, 
shall  lie  now  aifect  not  to  understand  us.'*  Our  ob- 
ject, by  those  who  will  listen,  sliall  not  be  misun- 
derstood. And,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I have  no  politi- 
4;al  secrets,  I feel  no  hesitation  in  declai'ing’  to  you. 
To  this  luouse,  and  to  the  nation,  tne  view  I have 
taken  of  the  subject.  But  betbre  I do  this,  it  is  due 
to  the  committee  that  an  explanation  of  their  con- 
duct should  take  place. 

So  soon  as  the  committee  on  our  foreig;n  relations 
was  appointed,  Ave  were  forcibly  impressed  with  the 
serious  and  hig’hly  responsible  station  you  had  as- 
sig-ued  his;  to  tliat  committee,  consisting-  of  nine 
members  only,  were  not  only  the  eyes  of  this  house 
but  of  the  nation  turned,  and  from  us,  in  this  the 
most  ti’oubled  season  our  world  has  ever  known, 
was  it  expected,  that  a course  of  measiires  would 
be  recommended,  calculated  to  protect  tlie  interests 
of  seven  millions  of  people.  Under  tliis  impression, 
Mr.  Speaker,  we  deemed  it  a duty  to  take  time  for 
deliberation;  we  tlioiig’htit  better  to  encounter  the 
-charge  of  having  acted  in  a tardy  and  dilatory  way, 
than  to  take  a rash  step,  by  which  this  nation  miglit 
he  plunged  into  ditliculties,  from  whicli  it  could 
not  be  easily  extricated.  We  theretbre  took  the 
necessary  time  to  weigh  the  arguments  both  for  and 
against  the  measures  we  have  recommended;  and 
as  fiir  as  we  were  able, we  surveyed  the  consequences 
which  were  to  follow  from  the  course  we  proposed.; 
We  foresaw,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  countr^Tnen 
were  to  fall  in  the  meditated  conflict,  and  that 
American  blood  was  to  stream  afresh.  Nor  were 
we  unmindful  of  the  expenditure  of  public  treasure. 
And,  sir,  what  cost  me  more  i -flection  than  every 
thing  else  was  the  new  test  to  wliich  wc  are  to  put 
this  government.  We  are  about  to  ascertain  by 
actual  experiment  how  far  our  republican  institu- 
tions are  calculated  to  stand  the  shock  of  war,  and 
•whether,  after  foreign  danger  lias  disappeared,  we 
can  again  assume  our  peaceful  attitmle,  without 
endangering  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Against  these  considerations,  weighty  in  them- 
selves, your  committee  felt  themselve.s  constrained 
to  decide,  biflueiiccd  by  existl.ig-  circum.stuiice.s  of 
a.character  too  imperious  to  be  resi.sted;  these  I 
Will  enumerate  before  I sit  down.  .My  business  at 
present  i.s  to  addre.ss  a particular  portion  of  the 
mem.jers  of  tliis  bbasf^I  metin,  «jr,  the  republi- 


can members — and  altlioug-h  what  I am  about  to  say 
might  be  deemed  impolitic  on  ordiuary  subjects  of 
legislation,  yet,  at  this  time,  and  on  this  occasion, 
it  would  be  criminal  to  conceal  a single  thougnt 
which  migiit  influence  their  determination.  We 
should  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  forget  little  party  ani- 
mosities, we  should  mingle  minds  freely,  and,  a?5 
far  as  we  are  able,  commune  with  the  understand- 
ings of  each  otlier;  and,  the  decision  once  made,  let 
us  become  one  people,  and  present  an  undivided 
front  to  the  enemies  of  our  countn\ 

Republicans  should  never  forget  that  some  }'ear3 
ago  a set  of  men  of  difterent  politics  held  therein:? 
of  this  goyernment,  and  drove  the  car  of  state; 
•obey  were  charged  with  being  friendly  to  standing 
armies  in  times  of  peace,  and  favorable  to  expeiesive 
establishmeiits;  not  for  the  purpose  of  opposing 
foreign  enemies,  but  to  encourage  executive  patron- 
age, and  to  oriag  these  forces  to  operate  upon  the 
people  themselves.  These  measures  alarmed  tlic 
republicans;  they  remoustrated,  they  clamored, 
they  appealed  to  the  people,  and  by  a national  sen- 
tence, the  men  tnen  in  power  were  taken  down 
from  tlieir  high  places,  and  republican  men  were 
put  in  their  seats. 

If  your  miiid'o  are  resolved  on  war,  you  a?e  con- 
sistent, you  are  right,  you  are  still  republicans; 
but  if  you  are  not  resolved,  pause  and  reflect,  for 
should  this  resolution  pass,  and  you  then  become 
faint  hearted,  remember  that  you  iiave  abandoned 
your  old  principles,  and  trod  in  the  paths  of  your 
predeceesors. 

According  to  my  view  of  this  subject,  3Iu,*.  Speak- 
er, we  now  stand  on  the  bank;  one  movement 
more,  ti>e  rubicon  is  passed,  we  are  in  Italy,  u?id  we 
must  march  to  Rome. 

As  a member  of  the  committee,  I feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  if  there  be  a member  here,  not 
determined  to  go  witn  us,  to  the  extent  of  our 
measures;  I prefer  now  to  take  my  loave  of  him, 
rather  than  be  deserted  wlien  the  cl«uds  darken,  and 
tbe  storm  thickens  upon  us. 

This  admonition  I owed  to  candor — I have  paid 
it,  not  because  I doubted;  my  purpose  is  settled, 
my  mind  reposes  upon  it — I may  be  in  an  eri’or — if 
I am,  I hope  my  country  will  forgive  me — From 
my  Goil  I shall  never  need  it,  because  he  knows 
the  piu-ity  of  my  motives. 

I will  now  state  the  rea.sons  which  influenceti 
committee,  in  recommending  the  measures  now  lie.- 
fore  us. 

It  is  not  the  carrying  trade,  properly  go  called, 
about  wiiich  this  nation  and  Great  Britain,  are 
present  contending:  Were  this  the  only  question 
now  under  consideration,  I should  feel  great  vin- 
williagne.ss(however  clear  our  claim  might  be)  to 
involve  tlie  nation  in  war,  for  the  assertion  of  a 
right,  in  tlie  enjoymnnt  of  which  the  community  at 
large  are  not  more  deeply  concerned.  The  true 
question  in  (poutroyersy,  is  of  a very 
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Tacter;  it  involves  the  iat»i*est  of  the  whole  nation: 
Itis  the  right  of  exporting  the  productions  of  ovir 
own  soil  and  industry  to  foreign  markets.  Sir,  our 
vessels  are  new  captureil  when  destined  to  the  ports 
of  France,  and  condemned  tlie  British  courts 
of  admiralty,  without  even  the  pre'ext  of  having  on 
board  contraband  of  war,  enemies  property,  or 
hiving  in  any  other  respect  violated  the  laws  of 
nations.  These  depredations  on  our  - lawful  com- 
merce, under  whatever  ostensible  pretence  com- 
mitted, are  not  to  be  traced -to  any  maxims  or  rules 
of  public  law,  but  to.  the  maritime  supremac)^  and 
pride  of  the  British  nation.  This  hostile  and  un- 
just policy  of  that  country  toward.s  us,  is  pot  to  be 
wonclfered  ats,  when  we  recollect  that  the  United 
•States  are  already  thfe  second  commercial  nation  in 
the  YvorlcU  The  rapid  growth  of  our  commercial 
iniportance,  has  not  Only  awakened  the  jealousy  of 
the  commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain,  but  her 
statesmen,  no  doubt,  anticipate  with  deep  concern 
the  maritime  greatness  of  this  republic. 

The.  unjust  and  unprecedented  demands  now 
made  by  Great  Britain,  that  we  shall  cause  the 
markets  of  the  continentto  be  opened  to  her  manu- 
factures, fully  justifies  the  views  I have  suggested. 

That  we  as  a neutral  nation  should  interfere  be-, 
tween  belligerents  in  their  municipal  regulations, 
will  not  be  contended  for  by  any  one.  From  the 
course  pursued  by  that  nation  for  some  years  past,  it 
evidently  appears,  that  neither  public  law  nor  jus- 
tice, but  power  alone,  is  made  by  her  the  test  of 
maritime  rights. 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  now  callM  on  to  de- 
ode.?  It  is  whether  we  will  resist  by  force,  this 
attempt  made  by  that  government,  to  subject  our 
maritime  rights  to  the  arbitrary  and  capricious  rule 
of  her  will;  for  my  part  I am  not  prepared  to  say, 
that  this  country  shall  submit  to  have  her  commerce 
interdicted  or  regulated,  by  any  foreign  nation. — 
Sir,  I prefer  war  to  submission. 

Over  and  above  these  unjust  pretensions  of  the 
British  government,  for  manv  years  past  they  have 
been  in  the  practice  of  impressing  our  seamen 
from  merchant  vc.ssek;  this  unjust  and  lawless  in- 
vasion of  personal  liberty,  calls  loudly  for  the  inter- 
position of  this  governme'nt.  To  those  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  in  relation  to  it,  I leave  it 
to  fill  up  the  picture.  My  mind  is  irresistibly  drawn 
to  the  West. 

Although  othcr.s  ma}^  not  strongly  feel  the  bear- 
ing which  the  late  transactions  in  that  quarter  have 
on  this  subject,  upon  my  mind  they  have  great  in- 
llucnce.  It  cannot  be  believed  by  any  man  ‘ who 
will  reflect,  that  the  savage  tribes,  uninfluenced  by 
other  ppAVCiS,  would  think  of  making  war  on  the 
Uiuted  States.  They  understond  too  well  their  own 
tveakuess,  and  our  strength.  Tliey  have  already 
felt  the  weigiit  of  our  arm.s;  they  know  they  hold  tlie 
vciy  soil  on  whiclj  they  live  aS  tenants  at  sufferance. 
How,  then,  sir,  are  we  to  account  for  their  late 
conduct.?  In  one  way  only:  some  powerful  nation 
must  have  intrigued  with  them,,  and  turned  their 
peaceful  disposition  towards  us  into  hostiliti-es. — 
Great  Britain  alone,  has  intercourse  with  those 
northern  tribas;  I therefore  infer,  that  if  British 
gold  has  not  been  employed,  their  baubles-  and 
t]-inketK,  and  the  promise  of  a supphrt  and  of  a place 
of  refuge  if  needful  have  had  their  effect. 

. ii‘  i am  right  in  this  corjecture,  war  is  not  to 
commence  by  sea  or  land,  it  is  already  begun;  and 
.corae  of  the  riciiest  blood  of  our  country  has  alread^i 
been  shed;  yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  individual 
■has -iidien,  |l;e  ho.nest  man, 'tha  m*ator,  and  the 


soldier.  That  he  loved  his  countiy'  none  can  doubt 
— he  died  to  pi>eserve  its  honor  and  its  fame — I 
mean  the  late  commander  of  the  cavalry;  you,  sir, 
who  have  often  measured  your  su'engtli  witli  his,  in 
forensic  debate,  can  attest  that  he  in  a good  degree, 
was  the  pride  of  the  western  country,  and  Kentuc- 
ky claimed  him  as  a favorite  sr>n.  For  his  loss, 
witli  those  who  fell  by  his  side,  tiie  whole  western 
country  is  ready  to  marcii;  t’.icy  only  wait  foi’  -our 
permission;  and,  sir,  war  once  declared,  I pledge 
myself  for  my  people — they  will  avenge  the  deatn 
of  their  breturen. 

Another  consideration  dra\vn  from  our  past  con- 
duct demands  tlie  course  we  iiave  propc^cd.  lu  the 
year  1808,  congre.ss  declared  tiiat  this  nation  had 
but  three  alternatives  le;t;  war,  embargo  or  sub- 
mission;. since  tliat  time  no  advantageous  change 
has  taken  place  in  our  foreign  re  la  ions;  we  iio.v 
have  no  embargo,  we  have  not  declared  war;  1 
then  say  it,  with  humiliation  produced  by  the  de- 
gradation of  my  country,  we  iiuve  isubmitted.  Mr. 
8}>daker,  I derive  no  pleasure  ..from  speaking  in  this 
way  of  my  country,  but  it  is  true,  atiil  however 
painful  the  truth  may  be,  it  shaulj  be  told. 

Another  reason  operates  on  my  mind;  we  stand 
pledged  to  the  French  nation  to  continue  in  force 
our  non  importation  law  against  Great  Britain; 
without  a violation  of  national  faith  we  cannot  re- 
peal it.  What  effects  is  the  operation  of  this  la^v 
producing?  It  is  demoralizing  our  citizens;  men 
of  commercial  habits  cannot  easily  change  their 
course  of  life;  those  who  have  lived  in  affluence  and 
ease  cannot  consent  to  beg  for  bread.  No,  sir, 
they  will  violate  this  law,  they  will  smuggle:  and, 
sir,  in  politics,  as  in  private  life,  if  you  wish  mc4i 
to  remain  virtuous,  lead  them  not  into  temptation. 

This  restrictive  system  operate.s  unequally;  some 
parts  of  tlie  union  enjoy  the  same  advantage.s  whica 
tliey  possessed  when  no  difficulties  attended  our 
foreign  relations;  others  suffer  extremely.  Ask  the 
northern  man,  and  he  will  tell  you  ant'^  state  of 
things  is  better  than  the  present;  enquire  of  the 
western  people  why  their  crops  are  not  equal  to 
what  they  were  in  former  years;  they  will  answer 
that  industry  has  no  stimulus  left,  since,  their  sur- 
plus products  have  no  markets;  notwithstanding 
those  objections  to  the  present  restrictive  system, 
we  are  bound  to  retain  it — This,  and  our  plighted 
faith  to  the  French  government,  have  tied  the  gor- 
dian  knot;  we  cannot  untie  it;  we  can  cut  it.  with 
the  sword. 

This  war,  if  carried  on  successfully,  will  have 
its  advantage.s-T-’W^e  shall  drive  the  Bril tsli  from  our 
continentr— they  will  no  longer  have:  an  opportunity 
of  intriguing.with  our  Indian  lieiglibbrs, and  setting 
on  the  ruthless  savage  to  tomahawk  our  women 
and  children — That  nation  will  lose  her  Canadian 
trade,  and -by  having  noresting  place  hi  tbi.s  country 
her  means  pf  annoying  us  will'  be  diminished.  The 
idea  i am  now  about  to  advance  is  at  war,  I Icaow, 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  1mm  'Virgi- 
nia; lam  willing  to  receive  Uie  Cunadi.an.s as  adopt- 
ed brethren;  it  will  have  beneficial  political  effects; 
it  will  preserve  the  equilibrium  of  the  government. 
V/licn  Louisiana  shall  be  folly  peopled,  the  north- 
ern states  Mill  Ipse  lJieir  poWer;  tliey  will  be  at  tiie 
discretion  of  othel’h;  they  ciiu  he  dqi  ressed  at  plea- 
sure, and  dien  this'  in ff bn  might  be  eiulangered-rl 
therefore  feel  anxious  not  only  io  add  the  Floriias 
to  the  south,  but  the  Canada.^  the  north  of  this 
empire.  ■ ; - . . - ’ - 

To  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  to  the  members  of 
this  lipu.sC;  myHhanksare  due,  for  thc-v cry.  patient 
attention  yon  hfu'e  paid  to  my  .cmibarrassed*  reiiViiyis 
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Mn  Raiulolph’s  Speech 

•OX  TKL  SECOND  HESOLUTIOX  lUU'ORTf-D  B*  THE 
COiLMITTEE  «E  TOREIGX  KELATIONS. 

Tuesday,  liecember- 10. — The  order  of  tlie  day 
being*  called  for,  the  speaker  observed,  tli^t  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  on  tiie  ri^^iit  of  the  elixir 
was  entitled  to  the  door. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  th.*t  if  any  other  gentleman 
had  any  observations  to  make  on  the  question,  he 
would  feel  obliged  to  him  if  he  would  oltVf  theiUi 
as  he  was.  much  exhausted  by  the  fatigues  of  tlie 
morning,  and  would  be  g*lad  of  a little  time  to  re- 
cruit his  wafeted  strengtli  and  spirits — After* a 
considerable  pause  no  gentleman  having  manifest- 
ed a dis}X)sition  to  speak, 

RANDOLra  rose.  He  expressed  his  sense 
of  the  motive  which  hud  inducod  tlte  gentleman 
from  T'ennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  to  move  tlie  adjouvn- 
inent  yesterday,  aitd  of  the  politeness  ot'  me  aou.se 
^n  granting  it;  at  the  same  time  declaring,  that  i.; 
point  of  fact  he  had  little  cause  to  be  Uianktui  tot 
tlie  favor,  well  intended  as  he  knew  it  to  iiavc  been 
-*-oince  he  feTt  lipnsei:'  even  less-capable  of  proceed- 
ing witlihis  argument,  tn;ui  he  n^d  been  ou  tiic 
preceding  day 

It  was  a question,  as  it.had  been  presented,  to 
the  house,  of  peace  or  wau.  in  tha,t  iigat  i. 
had  been  argued;  in  no  oiner  light  could  iie  coii.  ide. 
it,  after  the  declarations  made  by  n'.embers  of  the 
committee  of  foreig’n  relations.  Witliout  iiitehding 
any  disrespect  to  tiie  .ciiair,  he  must  be  ])er- 
mitted  to  say,  tliat  if  tne  decision  yesterd^'v  was 
correct,  ‘‘that  it  was  not  in  order  to  advance  mu 
arguments  against  tiie  resolution,  drawn  from  topics 
before  other  committees  oi'  the  house”— -the  wnoic 
debate,  nay,  the  report  itself  on  wiiicii  tiiey  Wda 
acting,  was  disorderly,  since  tiie  increase  of  liit 
military  force  was  a subject  at  lii: 
by*  the  select  comm iuee  raised  on  that  braiicii  of 
■ the  presidents  message.  Rut  ii  \\  as  iui/'ossibie  that 
the  discussion  of  a question  bread  as  tlie  wide  ocean 
of  our  foreign  concerns — involving-  every  considera- 
tion of  interest,  of  right,  of  iiappincsa  and  of  safeu 
at  home — touching,  in  every  point,  all  tiiatwas  dear 
to  freemen  “tlieir  lives,  tueii*  fortunes  and  theii 
sacred  honor!”  CQuld  be  tied  down  by  the  narro' 
rules  of  technical  routine. 
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Tiie  conmiitlec  of  fc- 
• reign  relations  had  indeed  decided  tliat  the  subjeci 
of  arming  the  militia  (v/hicii  he  had  pressed  upon 
tlrem  as  indispeusible  to  tlic  pubric  secunfy)  did  no. 
come  within  the ^ scope  of  tiieir  autiioriiy.  On  what 
ground,  he  had,  been  and  still  was  unable  to  .see, 
they  had,felt  thpnsdves.  authorised  (tvlicn  that  sub- 
ject was  before  auo.tlier  CfimmiUec)  to  reconunchcl 
r .the  raising  of  . standing hrniics,  with  a view  (as  harl 
■.been  declared)  otV immediate  war:— a war  not  of. 
' defence,  butpf  conquest,  of  aggrandisement  of  am- 
bition: a war  foreign  to  the  Interests  of  this  coun- 
try, to  the.  interests  of  humanity  itself 

He  knew  not  how  genllentcn  calling-  tbemseks 
republicans,  could  advocate  such  a vvar.  What 
was  their  doctrine  in  1798— 9,  when  the  command 
of  the  ai-my,  that;  highest  -of  all  possible  trusts  in 
any.  government,  be  the  form  what  it  may— was 
reposed  in  the  bosom  of  the  father  of  his  country!, 
—the  sanctuary  of  a nation’s  iovc — the  only  hope 
that  never  came  in  vain!  Wlien  other  wortlues  of 
the  revolution!  Hjunjfron,  Pinkney  and  tHe  young- 
er Washington,  men  of  tried  patrl  itisrn,  of  approv- 
ed conduct  and  valor,  of  untarnished  honor,  held 
subordinate  comimmd  under-  him.  Republicans 
were  then  iinwHlmg  to  trust  ,a  standing- army  even 

llis  who  hl>.d  .givcji  proof  th:;t  he  Was  abovf 


all  human  temptation.  Where  now  is  the- revoluti- 
onary hero  to  whom  you  arc  abuu.  to  confide  thii 
sacred  trust.^ — to'whi/m  will  you  confide  tlie  ch.u-j^o 
of  leading  the  flow cr  of  our  youtb  to  the  iieigiHs"^;f 
AbrananiP  Will  you  lind  him  in  ibe  person  of  an 
acquitted  felon.^  Wliat!  iiien  you  were  imwiiimg 
I army  where  such  men  ns  had  been  named 
held  high  command!  wlien  Washington  himsc.f 
v\as  at  tiie  head — did  you  then  .shew  such  reiac- 
tance,  feel  such  scruples;  and  are  you  now  nodi  < g 
lovli,  learies.s  of  every  cpnsequcncc!  Will  you  - ;y 
mat  your  piovocarions  were  less  then  than  np  ; 
When  your  direct  commerce  w-a.i  interdicted,  ^o  ^ 
ambassadors  hootc-dwith  derfsiou  iVonj  t!*i-  trench 
court— tribute  d in Aiided — actual  war  waged  upcji 
you.  o 

Those  who  opposed  the  army  then,  wera  indeed 
ienouiiced  as  the  parlMans  of  Fiaiicc;  as  die  same 
men— some  oi  them  at  least — are  now  held  up  as 
die advocate.s  of  E’.igiand:  tliose  limi  mid  uiidcvi.*. 
ting  repub  licoiis,  v/ho  then  d.n-ed,  and  no  w dm-e,  tix 
Cling  to  the  aik  ol  Lheconstiiution,  to  defend  it  even 
.11  the  oxpence  uj'dieir  fume,  radier  tnun  sarrender' 
uheinseives  to  the  .wild  pi-ojocLs  of  mad  ambiiiwn. — 
liieie  vviu;  0-  fatalit}-  .iL.:endiiig  plenitude  ui' py.ver. 
Soon  or  late,  some  maniasei/.es  ujjon  its  posoeujors 
-—they  fall  from  me  ili/zy  iieig-lit  throu 
iine.ss  of  then-  own  head-.  Like 
ii  Clip ed  up  by  the  labor  and  industry  of  one  man, 
wiiicli  .seldom  survives  tlie  third  generation. — Pow- 
er gained  b atient  ussiduiiy  by  a faitbial  and  re- 
gular dischai-ge  of  its  atteiKLint  duties,  soon  gets 
-bove  its  owti  orighi.  Intoxicated  wim  their  own 
giCauiess  tiiC  fecicral  jiarty  leli.  Wid  not  the  same 
caution  producii  tlie  same  eifects  now,  as  then.^  Sir,, 
.vou  may  raise  this  army,  you  may  build  up  tills  vaof 
MructUi-c  of  patronage,  tiiis  mig'lity  apparatus  of 
favoritism.''  but — “lay  not  the  tiattenng  uuetiou  tu 
your  souls” — you  will  never  live  to  enjoy  the  suc- 
cession. You  sign  your  political  death  warrant. 

IMr.  R.  here  adverted  to  the  provocation  to  hosr 
tllities  from  shutting  up  the'  MLssissippi  bv  Spain 
in  1803 — but  more  rully  to  the  conduct  of  tiie  hou.se 
In  1805 — 6,  under  the  sti-on.gest  oc'dl  itnagln-able  pro- 
-.  Ocaiions  to  w'ar — tlie  actual  invasion  of  our  coiin- 
ti-v.  He  read  various  pa.s.sages  from,  the  president’s^ 
public  message  of  lieceufoer  3,  180i>. 

“Our  coasts  have  been  in  Tested  and  our  harbors 
w'atched  by  private  ;irmed  vessels;  some  of  them 
without  cmiimi.ssion.sVsome  with  illegal  commissions, 
ithers  witli  those  of  legal  form,  hat  committing-  acts 
beyond  tlie  authority  of  tbeii-  commissions.” — 
[’I'hesc  jMr.  R.  stated  to  have  beai  Spanish  and 
French  corsairs,  fitted  out  chiefly,  in  the  west ei-u 
ports  of  Cuba — fhe  Fm.gUsh  cruizers  complained  of 
in  the  game  message,  having  reg-ular  cominis- 
iions  and  carrying  their  prizes  into  port  for  adjudi- 
cation ] “They  have  aaptu red  in  the  very  entrance 
of  ojur  harbours,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seas,  not 
only  the  vessels  of  our  friends  cotnin.g  to  trade  with 
us,  but  our  own  also,  'fhey  have  carried  them  oflT 
under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication,  but  not  daring 
to  approach  a court  of  justice,  they  have  plundered 
.md  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure  places, 
where  no  evidence  could  arise  against  them;  mal- 
treated the  crews , and  abandoned  them  in  tlie  open 
sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  without  , food  or  covering.” 
“With  Spain  our  negociations  for  a settlement 
of  differences  ha\  e not  had  a satisfactory  is.sue.— 
Spoliations  durln.g  the  former  v;ar,  for  which^  she 
had  formerly  acknaudedged  herself  responsible, 
have-  been  refused  to  be  c irapensated  but  on  condi- 
'rpDE  alFecling  cflitr  clatirrs^”  ftT  Frenclk 
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SJjallaticns  coiTled  into  Spanish  ports]  ^*in  no  \ri''*e| 
connected  with  them.  Yet  the  same  practices  arcj 
renewed  in  the  present  war,and  are  already  of  great, 
amount.  On  the  Mobile,  our  commerce  passing 
through  that  river,  continues  to  be  obstnicted  by 
ai^itrary  duties  and  vexatious  searches.  Proposi- 
tions for  adjusting  arriieably  the  boundaries  of  Loui- 
siana have  not  been  acceded  to.  While  lioweyer 
the  right  is  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  changing 
tlie  state  of  thing’s,  by  taking  new  posts  or  strength- 
efiing  ourselves  iii  the  disputed  territories,  in  the 
hope  that  the  other  power  would  not,  by  a contrary- 
conduct  oblige  us  to  meet  their  example,  and  en- 
danger conflicts  of  autliority,  the  issue  of  whicli 
may  not  be  easily^  control ed.  But  in  tliis  hope  we 
have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  confidence.  Inroads 
have  been  recently-  made  in  the  territories  of  Or. 
leans  and  the  ]\Iissis.sipr>i.”: — [Bourbon  county — 
part  of  the  state  of  Georgia- — of  the  good  old  thir- 
teen states!]  “Our  citizens  have  been  seized,  and 
their  property  pluiidered,  in  the  vei-y  ports  of  the 
former  which  had  been  actually  delivered  up  by’- 
Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  that  government.  I have  therefore  found  it 
necessary- to  give  orders  to  our  troops  on  that  fron- 
tier to  be  in  readiness  to  protect  our  citizens,  and 
repel  by  arms  any  similar  aggressions  in  future.” 

Mr.  R.  said  that  on  the  6th  of  December  (three 
days  afterwards)  a secret  message  was  received  from 
the  president,  which  was  referred  to  a committee  of 
which  it  w'as  his  fate  to  be'  cUairmaii.  Its  com- 
plexion might  be  galliered ffiom  the  report  upon  it, 
jS>r  the  message  it  self  is  notinsertedin  the  secretjour- 
nal, since  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  read  tiie  report, 
“Tiie  committee  Iiaye  beheld,  vdth  just  indigna- 
tion, tlie  hostile-spirit  manifested  by-  the  court  of 
Madrid  towards  the  g-overnmeut  of  the  United 
States,  in  w-ithhoiding  the  ratihcalion  of  its  cOnven 
tioh  witli  us,  although  signed  by  its  Own  minister, 
under  the  eve  of  Ids  sovereign,  unless  with  altera- 
tions of  its  terms,  a-flecting-  claims  of  the  United 
States,  w'hicli,  by- the  express  conditions  of  the ''in- 
strument itself  were  reserved  for  future  discussion; 
in  piratical  depredations  upon  our  fair  comnierce; 
in  obstructing  tiic  navigation  of  the  Slobile;  in  re- 
fusing  to  come  to  any  fair  and  amicable  adjustment 
of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana;  and  in  a daring  vio- 
lation, by  persons  acting-  under  the  autiiority  of 
Spain,  and,no  doubt  appi-ised  of, her  sentiments  and 
viev.-s  of  our  undisputed  limits,  which  she  had  so 
solemnly  recognized  by  treaty'. 

“To  a government  having  interests  distinct  from 
those  of  its  people,  and  disregarding  their  welfare, 
here  is  ample  cause  for  a formal  declaration  of  Avar, 
on  the  part  of  t!re  United  States,  and  such,  did  they 
obey  the  impulse  of. their  feelings  alone,  is  the  coarse 
which  the  committee  would  net  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend: but  a g-ovei^iment  identified  with  its  cili- 
ze-ns,  too  far  removed  from  the  po-w-erful  nations  of 
tiie  earth  for  its  safety-  to  be  endahg’ered  by  their  hos- 
fility,  peace,  must  always  be  desirable,  so  long  as  it 
is  compatible  Avith  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
cormnunityx 

“Wiiilst  the  United  Btat>.s  continue  btirthened' 
Avith  a debt  which  annually-  absorf/s  two-thirds  of 
their  revenue,  and  duties  upon  irn  ports'  constitute 
the  only  resource  from  which  thi^t  ' reA-enue  cau  be, 
raised,. AA-i the-. it  resorting  to  systems  of  taxation  not' 
more  ruinous  and  oppressive  than  thev  .are  imcCr-. 
tain  and  preCarioas,  the  bast  int  erests  of  the  tihioU 
cry  aloud  for  peace.  When  th.af  debt  shall  have 
baen  discharged,  and  the  resources  of  the  nation 
'Jierehy  liberated,  then  may  v/e  rationally  expect  to 
-'^35,  evsn  ill  time  o:  war,  the  happll^.s  nvhrdi  cUr' 


frugal  iiistitutioms  require,  Avjthbutrfecuirring  to  th' 
hateful  and  dcstructiA-c  expedient  of  loans;  then 
and  not  till  their,  may  we  hid  defiance  to  the  worn’. 
'Hie  present  momentis  peculiaidy  auspicious  fiir  this 
great  and  desirable  w-ork.  Now,  if  ever  the  natio;  - 
al  debt  is  to  be  paid  by-  such  financial  arrangements 
as  Avill  accelerate  its  extinctitm,  by  reaping  rlie  rich 
harvest  of  neutrality,  and  tlms  providing  for  that 
diminuti  in  of  revenue  Avhich  experience  teaches  us 
to  expect  on  the  general  pacification  of  Europe, — 
And  the  committee  indulge  a hope,  that,  in  the 
changed  aspect  of  alFairs  in  that  qmu’ter,  Spain.  ' 
At-ill  lihd  motiA'es  for  a just  fulfilment  of  her  stipula- 
tions with  us,  and  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits, 
upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to  the  U.  States  than 
advantageous  to  herself,  securing  to  her  an  ample 
barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  us  tiie  coun- 
tries watered  by  the  Missis.sippi,  and  to  the  eastv-ard 
of  it.  But  VA'liilst  the  committee  perceive,  in  tiie 
general  Uproar  of  Europe,  a state  of  things  pecidi-  *' 
arly  favorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  our  best 
interests  they  are  neitlier  insensible  to  the  indignity'’ 
Avhich  has  been  offered  on  the  part  of  Spain,  nor 
unwilling’ to  repel  similar  outrage.  On  the  subject  ‘ 
of  self-defence,  when  t!ie  territory  of  the  United  ” 
States  is  insulted,  there  c^n  be  but  one  opinion, 
Avhatever  diiTerences  may.  exist  on  the  question, 
wltetlierthat  protection  Avhich  a vessel  finds  in  our 
harboi-s,  shall  be  extended  to  her,  by  the  nation,  in 
the  Indian  or  Chinese  seas!  , Under  this  impression 
the  committee  submit  Ihe  fo]lo\\ing  resolution:  the 
annexed  letter  from  the  secretary  ofwar  willex- 
pluin  AA-hy  it  is  not  morem.xplicit. 

Resolved,  That  such  numl)er  of  troops  (not  ex- 
ceeding ) as  t!ie  president  of  the 

United  States  shall  deem  s 'Jib  i t t ' protect  tne 
southern  frontier  of  the  United  St-ates,  from  Spa- 
nish inroad  and  insult,  and  to  chastise  the  same,  be 
immediately  raised.’"’ 

3Ir.  R.  said  thatvhe  peculiar  situation  ofthe  fron^. 
-tier,  at  th^t  time  insuited,  had  alone  induced  the 
committee  to  recommend  the  raising  of  regular 
troop.s.  It  Wi>s  too  remote  from  the  population  of 
the  country  for  tlie  mliilia  to  act,  in  repelling  and 
chastising  Spanisli  incursion:  New-Orleans,  and 

its  dependencies,  ’vverc  separated  by-  a A-ast  extent  of 
wilderness  from  the  settlements  of  the  Old  United 
S'uites;  filled  vvith  a disioyal and  tiirbiileiit  people  ali-' 
en  to  our  mstitiitions, language  and  manners,and dis- 
affected towardii  our  govenunent.  Little  reliance 
could  be  placed  op^>hf\»em,  and  it  vi-as’pUinfthat  . 
if“it  Avas  ,die  intentioii  of  Spain  to  advance  on' our 
p6sses.siuns  Until  siie  should  be  repulsed  by/  an  oppo-^  " 
sing  force,”  that  force  mnst  be  a rcgulaUarmy,-  uh-  • 
lessAveAverO  dispo.'iSed  to  abandon  all  the' coUntiy 
south  of  Tehne.ssC;  that  if’the  ‘‘protection  of -our 
citizens  and  the  spirit  and  the  honor  of  Our  couiilry' 
required  that  ibree  should  TiC  interposed,  nothiiig 
remained  but  for  the  legislaimrc-  to^  g^^^^^  onlL 

practicable  means,  or  to  shrink'trOnl  the  most  sacred 
of  all  its  duties— to  abandon  the  soiLand  its  inhabi-’’ 

tail ts  to  the  tender 'mercy  of  hotifile  inA-aders.  '' 

Yet  this  report,  moderate  as  it  Avas,  had  been- ' 
deemed  of  too  strohg  a.  cliaracter  by/ the  house.  IU-) 
was  reiectedV  4’^d,  tbe  motion  of  - a gentleman '*< 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr  'Eid well)  xvho  had-sinoe  ' 
taken  a great  itney  also  to  Canada,  and  marcuo<l 
off  thither,  in  advance  of  the  committee  of  foreign-: 
rniations]  “2;000,00b  bf  dollars  xtere  appi-opriated  ^ 
towards”  (not  in  fiiii  of)  “any  extraordmarV  ex- 
pense which  migld  be  ii.eurred  in  the  intereoui’sc 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nation's:  . m 
other  words,  to.  ofi  j at  Par’s, 
sioBS  at  home. ' ' ‘ 
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Was  tills  fact  g'lven  in  evidence  of  our  impartial- 
itv  towards  t.lie  bel lifter entai*  that  to  the  insults  and 
injuries  and  actual  invasions  of  one  oft  Iieni  we  oppo- 
sed not  bull  As,  but  dollars;  that  to  Spanish  inva- 
sion w.e  oppo.sed  money,  whilst  for  Britisli  ag- 
gression on  t)ie  higli  seas  we  had  arni.s — offensive 
war.  But  Spain  was  then  sliiclded  as  well  as  insti- 
gated, by  a greater  poM’er.  Hence  our  respect  for 
lier.  I lad  we  at  that  time  acted  as  we  ought  >o  have 
done  in  defence  of  our  rights,  of  the  natale  solum 
itself,  w'e  should  (he-  felt  confident)  liave  avoided 
■that  series  of  insult,  disgrace  and  injlir}',  wliich 
had  been  poured  out  upon  us  in  long  unbroken 
succes*.ion.  We  would  not  tiien  raise  a small  regu- 
lar force  for  a countrt^  y^here  the  militia  could  not 
act,  to  defend  our  own  territory;  now,  we  are  wal- 
ling to  levy  a great  ai>my,  for  great  it  must  be  to 
accomplish  tlie  proposed  object,  for  a war  »f  con- 
quest and  ambition — Jind  this,  too  at  the  veiy 
Entrance  of  the  “Northern  Hive”  of  the  strongest 
part  of  the  Union. 

An  insinuation  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy)  that  the  late  massacre  of 
©ur  bretliren  on  tlieV/abash  had  been  instigated  by 
the  British  government.  Has  the  ])resident  given 
any  such  information?  has  the  gentleman  received 
any  such,  even  informally,  from  any  officer  of  this 
government?  Is  it  to  believed  by  the  administra- 
tion? He  liad  caus«to  think  the  contrary  to  be  the 
fact,  that  such  was  not  their  opinion.  This  insi- 
nuation was  of  the  grossest  kind — a presumption  of 
til e most  rash — the  most  unjustifiable.  Shew  but 
good  ground  for  it,  he  would  give  up  the  question 
at  the  threshold — he  w'as  ready  to  march  to  Canada, 
ft  \vi\.s  indeed  well  calculated  to  excite  the  feeling.s  of 
the  wxstern  jjeople  particularly,  wlio  w^ere  not  quite 
so  tenderly  attaclied  to  our  red  brethren  as  some 
modern  philosopliers;  but  it  w'as  destitute  of  any 
foundation,  be^•ond  mere  surmise  and  suspicion. — 
What  would  be  thouglit,  if,  without  any  proof 
whatsoever,  a member  should  rise  in  his  place  and 
tell  us,  that  the  massacre  in  Savannah,  a massacre 
perpetrated  by  civilized  savages,  w ith  French  com- 
missions in  their  pockets,  was  excited  by  the  French 
government?  There  Avas  an  easy  and  natural  solu- 
tion of  the  late  transaction  on  the  Wabash,  in  the 
well  known  character  of  the  aboriginal  savage  of 
North  Amei'ica,  without  resorting  to  any  such  mere 
conjectural  e.stimate.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  for 
litis  single  calamity  and  disgrace  the  house  w as,  in 
part,  at  leas^t  answerable.  Session  after  session, 
rheir  table  had  been  piled  up  .with  Indian  treaties, 
for  which,  the  appropriations  had  been  voted  as  a 
matter  of  course,  without  examination.  Advan- 
tage had  been  taken  of  the  spirit  of  the  Indiansj 
broken  hy  the  war  wliich  ended  in  the  treaty  of 
Grenville,  ynder  the  ascendency  then  acquired 
over  them,  they  had  been  jient  up  by  subsequent 
treaties  into  hooks,  stralgi.tened  in  their  quarters 
by  a blind  cupidity,  seeking  to  extinguish,  their  title 
to  immense  wildernesses — for  which  (possessing  its 
we  do  already,  more  land  than  we  can  sell  or  USe) 
we  shall  not  have  occasion,  for  half  a century  to 
come.  It  was  our  own  thirst  for  territory;  our  own 
'want  of  moderation,  tliat  had  driven  these  sons  of 
natuieto  desperation,  of  which  we  felt  the  eflects’ 

Mr.  Randolph,  although  not  personally  acquaint- 
ed with  the  late  col.  Davies,  felt,  lie  was' persuaded,’ 
as'  deep  and  serious  regret  for  his  loss  as  the  gentle- 
rran  from  Tennessee  himself.  He  knew  him  only 
through  the  representation  of  a friend  of  the  deccaseti 
(Mr.  Rowan)  sometime  a member  of  that  hods e: 
A man  who  for  native  force  of  intellect,  manVine.ss  of 
character,  and  high^sense«fh«n<!t‘j  tvjiii  hif^or 


to  any  that  had  ever  set  there.  With  him  he  sym  - 
pathised in  thesevere.st  calanfiity  that  could  befiil  a 
man  of  his  cast  of  character.  Would  to  God!  they 
were  boili  tlien  on  the  floor.  From  his  personal 
knowledge  of  the  one,  he  felt  confident  that  he 
would  have  his  support — and  he  believed,  judging 
of  him  from  tlie  representation  of  their  common 
friend,  of  ihe  other  also: 

He  could  but  smile  at  the  liberality  of  the  gentle- 
man, in  giving  Canada  to  New-Yotk,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  northern  balance  of  power,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  forwarned  her  that  the  western 
scale  must  preponderate.  IMr.  R.  said  he  could, 
almost  fancy  that  lie  saw  the  capital  in  motion  to- 
wards the  falls  of  Ohio — after  a short  sojourn  taking 
its  flight  to  the  Alississippi,  and  finally  alighting  on 
Darien;  which,  when  the  gentleman’s  dreams  are 
realised,  will  be  a most  eligible  seat  of  government 
for  the  new  republic  (or  empire)  of  the  two  Ameri- 
cas! But  it  seemed  that  “in  1898  we  talked  and 
acted  foolishly,”  and  to  give  some  color  of  consis 
tency  to  that  folly,  we  must  now  commit  a greater.. 
Really  he  could  not  conceive  of  a weaker  reason 
offered  in  support  of  a present  measure,  than  the 
justification  of  a former  folly.  He  hoped  we  should 
acta  wiser  part — take  wai’ningby  our  follies,  since 
we  had  become  sensible  of  them, and  resolve  to  taljt 
and  act  foolishly  no  more.  It  was  indeed  high  time 
to  give  over  such  preposterous  language  and  pro- 
ceedings. 

This  war  of  conquest,  a wai’  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory  and  subjects,  is  to  be  a new  commentary 
on  the  doctrine  thatrepAiblics  are  destitute  of  ambi- 
tion— they  are  addicted  to  peace,  wedded  to  thehap- 
piness  and*  safety  of  the  great  body  of  their  people. 
But  it  seems  thi.'?  is  to  be  a holiday  campaign — there 
is  to  be  no  expcnce  of  blood,  or  treasure,  on  ou& 
part — Canada  is  to  conquer  herself— she  is  to  be 
subdued  by  the  principles  of  fraternity.  The  people 
of  that  country  are  first  to  be  seduced  from  thein 
allegiance,  and  converted  into  traitors  as  prepara-' 
tory  to  the  rhakliig  them  good  citizens.  Although 
he  must  acknowledge  that  some  of  our  flaming  pa- 
triots v.'.ere  thus  mariufiictured,  he  did  not  think  ti#e 
process  would  hold  good  with  a whole  community- 
It  was  a dangerous  experiment.  We  were  to  suc- 
ceed ill  the  l^rench  mode  by  the  system  o fraterni- 
zation— all  is  French! — but  how  dreadfully  it  niigiit. 
be  retorted  on  the  southern  and  western  slavehold- 
ing states.  He  dete.sted  this  subornation  of  treason 
— No-if  he  must  have  them,  let  them  fiill  by  the 
valor  of  ou'r  arms,  liy  fair  legitimate  conquest;  not 
become  the  victims  of  treacherous  seduction. 

He  was  not  surprised  at  the  war  spirit  whicii  was 
mahifesting  itself  in  gentlemen  from  the  south.  In 
the  year  1805— G,  in  a struggle  for  tlie  carrying* 
trade  of  belligerent,  colonial  produce,  this  country 
had  been  most  unwis^ih'  brought  into  collision  with 
tlie  great  powers  of  FiUrope.  IJy  a serie.s  of  most 
impolitic  and  ruinous  measures  utterly  incompre- 
hensible to  every  rational  sober  minded  man,  the 
squtliern  planters,  by  tliesr'own  votes,  had  succeed 
ed  in  knocking  down  the  price  of  cotton  to  seven 
cents,  and  of  tobacco  (a  few  choice  crops  excepted)^ 
to  nothing;  and  in  raising  the  price  of  blankets  (of 
which  a,  few  would  not  be  amiss  in  a Canadian 
campaign),  opavse  woolens,  and  every  article 
of  first  necessity,  three  or, four  hundred  per  cent. 
And  now  that  bv  our  own  acts  we  have  brought 
ourselves  into  tfiis  unprecedented  condition,  we 
must  get  out  of  it  in  any  way,  but  by.  an  ^cknow- 
ledg'ment  qf  our  own  want  of  wisdom  and  forecast. 
But  is  war  the  true  remedy;  Who  will  profit  by  it? 

8p«ciihCors;  a.' few  iqcky  in<a‘cba.iitSv  who  draw 
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inthelottery— cormnissionxjrs  av.d  contractors. 
Who  must,  suffer  by  it.^  The  people.  It  is  their 
bloody  tU.cir  taxes,  that  must  flow  to  support  ii. 

But  gentlemen  avowed  that,  they  would  not  go  to 
war  for  the  carrying  trade — that  is,  i or  any  other 
hut  the  direct  export  and  impoi’t  trade — tliat  whicli 
carries  our  native  products  abroad,  aiul  brings  bach 
the  return  cai’go — and  vet  they  stickle  ior  our 
commercial,!  ights,  and  will  go  to  War  for  them. — 
He,  wished,  to  ..know  in  point  of  principle,  vhat 
difference  gentlemen  could  point  out  between  tbe 
abandonment  of  this  or  of  tliat  nmritime  rigijt.'*  Do 
gentlemen  assume  the  lofty  pert  and  tone  ot  chivai; 
rous  redressers  of  mai-itime  wrongs,  and  declare 
their  readiness  to  surreialer  eveiy  other  nuu’i;ime 
light,  provided  they  may  remain  unmolested  in  llie 
Tixercise  of  the  hiimbio  privilege  of  caiTj  ing  their 
own  produce  abroad,  and  bringing  buck  a return 
cargo^Do  you  makc.tlils  declaration  to  the  enemy  at 
the  outset.'*  Do  you  statetiie  inininiuni  with  wliich 
you  will  be  contented,  and  put  it  in  her  p.ov  cr  to 
close  with  your  proposals,  at  her  option;  give  licr  the 
basis  of  a treaty  tuinous  and  disgracei'.d  bejond 
example  arid  expression.^  and  this  too  after  hai'ing 
turned  up  your  noses  in  disdain  at  tUe  Ucaties  oi 
Mr.  Jay  and  31r.  Monroe!  Wiii  you  say  to  England, 
**e?id  the  wan  ■whe7i  you  please,  give  us  the  direct  trade, 
'in  OUT  otvn  produce,  v"  arc  cotiientP.  But  wliat  will 
the  merchants  of  Salem,'  and  Boston, ••  and.  Xcw- 
York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  tiie  men  of 
Marblehead  and  Cape  Cod,  say  to  thisi*  will  they 
join  in  a war  professing  to.  have  for  iC  object  \vh.it 
they  would  consider  (and  justly  too,)  as  die  sac ri- 
f.ceof  their  maritime  riglitSj  yet  affecting  to  be  a 
v ar  for  th e^ro^eeffon  o i cow/ncrcc,^ 

He  was  gratified  to  find  gentlemen  acknowledg- 
''iiig  the  demoralizing  and  destructive  consequeiices 
of  the  non-importation  law — confessing  the  U-utii  of 
all  that  its  opponents  fijretold  when  it  was  enacted: 
and  will  yOu  plunge  yourselves  in  war,  because  } ou 
■have  passed  a foolish  and  ruinous  law,  vand  are  asha- 
med to  repeal  it?”  “But  our  good  friend  the  French 
emperor  stands  iivthcwayof  its  repeal,”  and  as  we 
cannot  go  too  far  in  makh'.g sacrifices  to  him,  who 
has  given  such  demonsti'ation  of  his  love  for  the 
Americans,  we  must,  in  point  of  fact,  become,  par- 
ties to  his  war.  “Who  can  be  so  cruelas  to  refuse 
him  this  favor??*  His  imagination  shrunk;  from  the 
miseries  of  such  a connection.  He  called  upon  tiie 
house  to  reflect  whether  they  w ere  not.  about  to 
abandon  all  reclamation  for  the  unparalleled  outra- 
ges “insults  and  injuries’*  of  the  French  govern- 
ment— to  give  up  our  claim  for  plundered  millions, 
and  asiced  what  reparation  or  atonement  theycould 
expect  to  obtain  in  Imurs  of  future  daHiance,  afber 
Ihey  should  have  made  a tender  of  their  persons 
to  this  great  deflower  of  the  virginity  of  republics, 
-We  had  by  our  own  wise  (he  would  not  say  \4sc- 
acre J measures,  so  encreased  the  trade  and  wealth 
of  Mbntrefil  and  Quebec,  tliat  at  last  we  began  to 
cast  a wistful  eye  at  Canada  Having  done  so  mud  t 
towards  its  improvement  by  the  exercise  of  “our 
1 estrictive  energies,”  , we  began  to  think  the  laborer 
vvoi  thy  of  his  hire,  and  to  put  in  claim  for  our  por* 
“tion.  Suppose  it  ours~are  we  any  nearer  to  our 
point.?  As  his  minister  said  to  the  king  of  Epirus 
“may  wenot  as  well  talce  otur  bottle  of  wine  before 
as  after  this  exploit?^’  Go!  march  to  Canada! — leave 
the  broad  bosom  of  the  Chesapeake  and  her  hun- 
dred tributary  rivers— the  whole  line  of  sea-coust 
From  Machias  to  St.  Marj^s,  unprotected.  You  have 
Faken  Quebec — ^Haveyou  conq\ieried  Eiigland'^  Will 
you  seek  for  the  deepfoundat  ms  of  her  power  in  the 
fro^'en-desarts  of 


‘•Her  march  is  oji  tlie  mountain  wave, 

. Her  home  isa.Kl.e 

U ill  you  call  upon  liti-  U)  leave  ypur  ports  and 
harbors  untoucued,  only  just  till  you  can  return 
from  Canada  to  defend  tiic.nS  Tiie  coast  is  to  be  left 
defenceless,  whilst  mei!  oi  the  iiiierior  are  revelling 
in  conquest  and  spoil.  But  grant  for  a moment, 
lor  mere  argument’s  sake,  that  in  Canada  vou 
touched  tlie  sinews  of  her  sU'ength,  instead  of  re- 
moving  a clog  upon  her  rcso'urccs — an  incumbrance, 
but  one,  which,  from  a spirie  of  honor,  she  will 
Vigorously  defend.  In  what  situation  would  you. 
tnen  place  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  nation?  As 
Ciiathain  aiid  Burke,  and  the  whole  band  of  her 
paU'iots  prayed  lor  her  dcl’^t  in  ITZb,  so  must  some 
bl  the  Li'uesi  Iricnd.;  to  their  country  deprecate  the 
success  oi  our  avnts  yguiuat  the  cidy  power  tlrat 
tiolds  in  chtciC  llie  arcii  eneiCsy  of  .vnaukuid. 

•IMiv  Randolpii^ declared,  .tlut  the  committee  had 
bmsirippeu.llic  execuiive.  In dejjigmO.ing'the  power  , 
agaiustwJiom  this  foice  wa.s  io’ be  employed;  as  had 
most  unadvAaedlv  been  d ai.e  in  the  preamble  or  ina- 
luicstu  wjtJi  which,  the  i'esoluLr.«is  were  prefaced; 
lliey  had  not  cju.julLcd  the  views  of  tlie  executive; 
that  designation  Was  equivalent  to  ail  abandonment 
oi  all  uur  claims  on  Uie  Frencii  govei'iiimcnt.  No 
sooner  was.  the  report  iaici  on  the  table,  than  tliS; 
vultui'cs  were.  Hocking  round;  tiieii*  prey,'  tijc  car*, 
case  ot  a great  miiuary  csLabli.hment— -men  of 
tainted  i cputaiion,  oi  broken  ibrtune  (^if  thev  ever 
^ivd  ot  battered,  coiistitudons,  “choise 
spirits,  tired  oi  tlie  dull  pursuits  of  civil  life”  were 
seeking’ alter. agencies  and  commissions;  willing  to 
doze  in  gross  stupidity  over  the  public  fire;  to  light 
the  public  cuudie.  . at  bo  Ji  e;\ds..  Honorable  men 
undoubtedly  tffere  were;  read}"  to  serve  iheir  coun- 
tiyg  but  w'iiat  man  oi  spirit  or  seif  respect  would. 

accept-a  commission  in  the.  pre,>ent  army  ? 

The  geiKieuiau  irom  'l'cimes.sbc,  (Mr.  ,Gruud\) 
had  adu.res.ied  himself  yesterday  exclusivei}'  to  tne 
‘Tlepubiicaus  of  the  House,”  Mr.  iiandolph  kneiy 
not  vvheLher  he  might  consider;  himself  as  entilicd, 
to  any  part  of  the  bciiciit  of  the  iioiorable  gen  Lie- 
man’s  discourse.  It  beiong’ed  not,  however,  to  tliat' 
gcutlenuui  to  decide.  If  .wc must  nave  an  exposlaou 
of  tlie  doc  trill  Cij.  of  repubiicrvuisin,  he  should  le-' 
ceive^it  Irom  the  fai hers  of  tiic  cliurc.ii,  and  noti 
from  the  j unior  apjn’eutices  of  tlie  law. . He  should 
appeal  to  his  worthy  friends  from  G.affiina  (Me.ssrs-. 
iMacou  and  Stanlbrtl)  “men  with  whom  he  had  mea- 
sured his_  stiength,”  by  wiiosc-  aide  ne.  had  fougii-t. 
during  the-reign  ofterror,  for  it  was  indeed^  an  hour- 
of  coiTUption,  of  oppression,  of  poliutiom.  .It-  was  nOt-- 
,at  alito  his  taste,  that  soctofrepubltcanisniAvliieh 
was.  supported  on  this.skle  of -the  Atiautic  by  the 
father  of  the  sedition  law,  John  Adams,  and  by 
Peter.  Porcupine,  on.  tlie  other. . Hepudlfujdsm.'^  of 
J.(ihn..AdamsJ  and  Williu/u.  Cadbett/-^  Pur  wobile  frum 
trum,  now  united  as  ui  If 98,  whom;  the  cruel  wails 
of  Newgate  alone  keep  from  flying  inno  each  othcp’s 
embracer-^but  wiiom,  in  sentiment,  it  is  im[)ossibltj 
to  divide!  Galhmt  ci-usadei  s in  tliejioly  cause  of  re- 
publicanism!  Such  “repitbbcaiiism  does  indeed- 
mean  any  thing  or  nothing.”  ; . 

Our  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taxed  for  tills 
war  of  conquest  and  dominion.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  was  not  calculated  to  wage 
offensive  foreign  •tvar — it  was  instituted  for  the  oom-' 
mon  defence  and  '^iieral  virelfiae— and;  wirosoe- 
ver  should  embai’k  it  in  a war,  cif  offence,  .\yould 
put  it  to  a test  which  it  was  by  no  means  calculated 
to  endui’e.  Make  it  out  that  Great  B.itain  had  in- 
stigatad  the  Indians  on  a late  occasion,  and.  fie  was 
ready  for  hatUe;  Init  tot  for  H'e  wiig; 


XIIE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— MR..  RANDOLPH’S  SPEECH'. 


319 


umvllllnj^,  lio%m'er,  under  present  circumstances,  i thrown  into 
i,  at  the  risk.  Oi*  tUe  constitu*  ion!  to  i oper/ation  < 


state  of  insecurity.  Men  dead  to  t!io 
oi  moral  c.mses,  had  taken  awav  from 
!i  Fraiwe,  and  hejtiie  poor  slave  his  habits  of  loyalty  and  obedience 
• of  some  Ml  IT  orjto  ius  master,  wbicn  lig-ntcncd  his  servitude  by  a 

bexnilma’  bis  own  cares  and 


to  take  Caniula 

embark  in  a common  cause  with 
dr'ag’g’cd  at  the  wheels  of  the  care.  - 

Bonaparte.  Ft>r  a gentleman  from  Tonnc.ssec  or  {double  operation; 


that  tfr)  the  great  importers  were  deeply 
The  upper  country  on  the  Hudson  and  t!\e  l.akc« 
would  be  enriched  by  the  siii>plies  for  the  troop.s, 
whicii  they  alone  could  furnish.  They  would  uay'e 
the  exclusive  market;  to  say  nothing  (xf  the  iitcrea-;- 
ed  preponder;mce  from  the  acquisition  of  Canada 
aml  tiiat  section  of  the  union,  which  the  southern 
and  western  states  had  already  felt  so  severely  in  tne 
apportionment  bill.  • 

■ Mr.  Randolph  adverted  to  the  defenre'ess  state  of 
our  seapoi’ts,  and  particularly  of  the  Cnesapeaice. 
A single  spot  only,  on  Iwth  shores,  might  be  con- 
sidered in  toleral/le. security — from  the  nature  of  the 
port  and  the  strengtli  of  the  population — and  that 
spot  unhappily  governed  the  Wlinle  state  of  Mary- 
land His  friend,  the  late  govoiaior  of  Maryland, 
(.Mr.  Lloyd)  at  the  very  time  l»o  was  bringing  hu 
Warlike  resolutions  before  the  Jegislature  at  the 
state,  was  liable,  on  any  niglit,  to  be  taken  out  of 
his  bed  and  carried olf  with  his  family,  by  the' most 
corftemptible  picai’oon.  Such  was  the  situation  of 
many  a family  in  Maryland  and  lower  Virginia. 

Mr.  Randolph  dwelt  on  the  danger  arising  from 
the  black  population.  He  said  lie  would  touch 
this  subject  as  tenderly  as  possible — it  was  with 
reluctance  that  he  touched  It  at  all — but  in  cases  of 
great  emergency,  the  state  physician  must  not  be 
deterred  by  a sickly,  histerical  humanit}’,  from 
probing  the  wound  of  bis  patient — he  must  not  be 
withheld  by  a fastidious  and  mistaken  humanity 
from  representing  liis  true  situation  to  his  friends, 
or  even  to  the  sick  man  himself, ‘where  the  occa 
sion  called  for  it.  Vf  hat  was  the  situation  of  the 
,slave  holding  stales.^  During  tlie  war  of  the  revo- 
lution,  so  fixed  were  their  habits  of  subordination, 
that  while  tlie  whole  country  were  overrun  by  tlie 
enemy,  who  invited  them  to  desert,  no  fe.ar  was" 
ever  entertained  of  an  insurrection  of  the  slaves.— 
Daring  a wai-  of  seven  years,  with  our  country  in 
possession  of  tbe  enemy,  no  sUcli  danger  was  ever 
apprehended.  But  sliould  we  therefore  be  uiv^b-* 
servai.*.  spectators  of  the  progress  of  society  with- 
in the  last  twenty  years — of  the  silent  but  pow- 
erfiil  change  ^Vl’onght  by  time  and  chance,  upon 
its  composition  and  temper?  When  tlve  fdUQtains 
of  the  great  deep  of  abomination  were  broken  up, 
even  the  p«or  slaves  had  not  escaped  the  general 
deluge.  The  French  revolution  had  pilluted  even 
them.  -Nay,  there  had  not  been' wanting  men  in 
that'  house,  witness  their  legislative  le^endrey  the 
batcher  who  once  held  a seat  tiier^,  to  preach  upon 
that  floor  these  imprescriptible  rights  to  a crowded 
audience  of  blacks  in  the  galleries— teaciiing  them 
that  1 hey  are  equal  to  their  masters;  iu  other  words; 
advising  them  to  cut -their  throats.  Similar  doc-^ 
trines  were  disseminated  by  pedlprs  from  New- 
England  and  elsewhere,  throughout  the  soutliern 
country— and  masters,  had  been  found  so  infatuated 
as  by  their  lives  and  conversation,  by  a general 
contempt  of  order,  morality  and  religion-,  unthink- 
ingly to  cliefish  the.s.e  .seeds  of  seif-desti*uction  to 
them  and  their  families.  What  was  tlie  consc 
quence?  Within  the  l^st  ten  years,  repeated  alarms 
of  insurrection  among  the  slaves — some,  of  th<ivn 
awful  indeed.  From  the. spreadings  of  this  infernal 
doctrijn?,'  the  sou.Uicra  coutitry  had  be^ 


depriv/’d  him  of  all  moral  restraint,  you  have  tempt- 
e l liim  to  e.it  of  the  tree  of  kno'vle<lge,  just  enougli 
to  perfect  him  in  wickedness;  you  have  opened 
his  e\  (‘s  to  lus  nakednc  is;  you  have  arma;l  his  na- 
ture agai;i.st  tlie  hand  that  has  fed,  that  has  clothed 
him,  tliat  lias  cherislied  him  in  sickness;  that  lianil, 
wliicli  before  he  became  a pupil  of  your  scliool  liu 
had  been  acc/ustomed  to  press  with  re.spectful  aflec- 
lion.  You  have  done  all  this — and  then  shew  iiim 
theg'Ihbet  and  the  wneel,  as  incentive.?  to  a sullen, 
rep'Hgnaiit  obedience.  God  forbid,  .sir,  tliat  thc- 
southeni  - .ales  sliould  tver  see  an  enemy  on  their 
shore.'!,  wim  the  ic  infernal  principles  of  French 
fraternity  in  the  van.  While  talking  of  taking 
Canada,  some  of  us  were  shuddering  for  oUr  owti 
.safety  at  iKViic;  He  spoke  from  facts,  when  he  said 
that  the  night  hell  never  tolled  for  fire  in  Richmond 
that  the  mother  did  not  hug  the  infant  more  closely^ 
to  her  Jin-joiu.  He  had  been  a witness  oi  soineof^ 
the  alarm  ; in  ih.e  capital  of  Virginia. 

How  had  we  slio wn  our  sympathy  witli  the  pi'* 
triols  of  Spain;  or  with  her  American  provinces? 
Byselrdngon  one  of  them,  her  claim  to  which  we 
had  formerly  respected,  as  soon  as  the  p.arent  coun- 
try was  embroiled  at  home,  *Was  it  thus  we  yield- 
edi  them  as.sistance  against  the  arch  fien.d,  who  is 
grasping  at  the  sceptre  of  the  civilized  world.  The 
object  o.f  France  is  as  much  Spanish  America^  as 
Old  Spaiii  herself.  Much  as  he  hated  a standing 
army  he  could  almo.stiind  it  in  his  heart  to  vote  one, 
could  it  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Spanish 
patriots. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  un- 
just and  illiberal  imputation  of  British  attachment  •, 
against  certain  characters  in  tlus  country,  some- 
times insinuated  in  tliat  house,  but  openly  avowed 
out  of  it.  Against  wliom  were  these  charges  brought? 
Against  men  who  in  the  war  of  the  rcVoluiio  i 
were  in  the  council  of  tlie  nation,  or  fighting  the 
battles  of  your  country^  And  by  ivftom  were  tliey” 
made?  Jiy  runatvays  chiefly  from  the  British  domi- 
niom,  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  trou- 
bles. He  indignantly  said — it  is  insufferable,  it 
cannot  be  borne.  It  must  and  ought,  with  severity 
to  be  put  down  iu  this  house — and  out  of  it  to  meet 
the  lie  direct..  We  have  no  fellow  feeling  for  the 
Ruffei  ing  and  oppressed  Spaniards!  Yet  even  tliem 
we  do  not  reprobate.  Strange!  that  wo  sliould 
have  no  objection  to  any  other  people  or  govern- 
ment, civilized  or  suvxigc,  iti  the  whole  world. — 
The  great  autocrat  of  all  the  Riissias  receives  the 
homage  of  our  liigh  poosidcration. . The.  Dey  of 
Algiers  and  his  divan  of  pirates  are  very  civil,  good 
sort  of  people,  with  wnom  we  find  no  difficulty' ii) 
.maintiiining  tlie  relatioi.-i  of  peace  and  amity-r- 
“I’urks,  Jews  and  Infidels,’^  Melimelliy  or  the 
Little  barb.arians  and  savages  oi' every  clime 

and  color,'  are  weicon)e  to  our  arms.  With  chiets 
of  banditti,  negro  or  mulatto,  we  can  treat  and  can 
trade.  Name,  however,  but  England,  and  all  our 
antipathies  are  up  in  arms  against  her.  \g'.uust,' 
whom?  Against  those  whope  blood  runs  in  our 
own  veins;  in  common  with  whom  we  c.m  claim 
Shakespc.are  and  Newton,  and  Chatham  for  our 
c^iratrymen — whose^,;  for«\;  of  goyernnaent  is  thq 
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freest  on  eartli,  our  o’.vn  only  cKceptcJ  ^ 
wUoRi  every  valuable  principiu  of  our  own  lustiia- 
tibns  h:i,s  been  bori'owcd — i-e[)resenuiiiou 
ji\ — votitig'  the  supplies — writs  of  liabeus  corpus 
oiii-  wliole  civil  ajid  criinimil  jurisprudei^e—against 
our  fnU.o'ii)  pi'oiesUints  ideutiliccl  iu  biood,  in  language, 
in  religion  with  ourselves.  In  what  school  did  tlie 
'tt  ortlii'es  of  our  laud,  the  Washingtons,  llenrie. 
ifaucoclvs,  Franklins,  Rutledges  ot  America,  lean 
those  principles  of  civil  liberty  which  were  so  nobly 
asserted  by  tlieir  wisdom  and  valor.  And  Amen - 
C4ii  resistance  to  British  usurpation  I’.ad  not  been 
more  warmly  chei'ished  by  tiiese  great  men  and 
their  compatriots;  not  more  by  Washington,  Han- 
cock aiul  Hcni'v,  than  by  Chatham  and  his  illus- 
trious associates  in  the  Britisii  parliament.  It 
ought  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  Iteart  of  the 
Enq'hsh  people  was  with  us.  It  %vas  a seliish  and 
coiTupt  ministry,  and  their  servile  tools,  to  whom 
-me  were  not  more  opposed  than  they 


were.  He 


tor  tools  will  never  be  wante-J  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses, however  ruinous  or  wicked,  of  kings  and 
ministers  o.  state. 

lie  acknowledged  the  influence  of  a Shakespeare 
and  a IMilton  upon  his  imagination,  of  a Locke  up- 
on his  understanding,  of  a Sidney  upon  his  poll u 
cal  principles,  of  a Chatham  upon  qualities,  wiucii. 
would  to  God!  he  possessed  iu  common  with  thu 
illustrious  man!  of  a Tillotson,  a Sherlock  and; 
Proteus,  upon  his  religion.  This  was  a British  in 
fluence  wliich  he  could  never  shake  off.  He  allow 
ed  nmch  to  the  just  and  honest  prejudices  growing 
out  of  tiie  re\mlution.  But  by  whom  had  they  beeiv 
suppressed  when  they  ran  counter  to  the  interests 
of  his  country?  By  Washington.  By  wliora,  would 
you  listen  to  them,  are  they  most  keenly  felt?  By  fe- 
lons escaped  from  the  jails  of  Paris,  Newgate  and 
Kiimaiiiliam,  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  French 
revolution;  who,  in  this  abused  and  insulted  coun- 
trv;  have  set  up  for  political  teachers,  and  whose 
disciples  g'ive  no  other  proofof  their  progress  in  re- 
publicanism, except  a blind  devotion  to  the  mosi 
ruthless  militaiw  despotism  that  the  world  ever  saw. 
These  arc  the  ]>atriots,  who  scruple  not  to  brand 
wiln  the  epithet  of  tory  the  men  (looking  towards 
tliC  seat  of  col.  Steuart)  by  whose  blood  your  liber- 
ties h;tve  been  cemented.  These  are  they,  who  hold 
i;i  such  keen  remembrance  the  outrages  of  the  Bri- 
tish armie.s,  from  wliicli  many  of  them  werede*ert- 
ei-.s.  Ask  timse  self-styled  patriots  where  they  were 
during  tlie  American  war  [for  they  are  for  the  niosL 
old  enougli  to  have  borne  arms]  and  you  strike  them 
dumb — tliteir  lips  are  closed  in  el eraal  silence.  It 
it  were  aliow'able  to  entertain  partialities;  every  con- 
.suleration  of  blood,  language,  religion  and  interest 
would  incline  us  towards  England;  and  yet,  shall 
they  alone  be  extended  to  France  and  lier  ruler, 
whom  we  are  bound  to  believe  a chastening  God 
suffers  as  the  scourge  of  a guilty  world!  On  all  othei- 
nations  he  tramples — he  holds  them  in  contempt — 
ilng'ljind  alone  he  hates — he  would,  but  he  cannot 
despise  her — fear  cannot  despise — and  shall  we  dis- 
parage our  ancestors?  sliall  we  bastardize  ourselves 
by  placing  them  even  below  the  brigands  of  St. 
Domingo?  w^itii  wJiom  iVIr.  Acktuis  hatl  neg’ociiated 
a sort  of  treaty,  for  wbicli  he  ought  to  have  been 
and  Would  have  been  impeached,  if  the  people  had 
not  previously  passed  sentence  of  disqualification 
ior  tneir  .service  upon  him.  This  antipathy  to  all 
tliat  is  English  imist  be  Erench. 

Ihit  the  outvage.3  and  injuries  of  England:  Bred' 
up  in  ^he  nrineiple.s  of  therevolulioi3>  he  coukl  never, 


iroin  palliate  much  less  defend  them.  He  v.wll  rcmcm- 
beral  flying  « ith  his  mother  and  her  n<-W  bora 
child,  from  Arnold  and  Piiilips;  and  tliey  had  Ijoeu 
driven  by  'rarieton  ajid  ol!:er  Briiisli  paudoiu’s  iroia 
pillar  to  post,  while  her  husband  w.us  figiillng  the 
battles  oi  hi.s  couiury.  Tue  impression  was  indeli- 
ble on  his  memory;  and  yet  [like  his  wortiiy  old 
neighbor,  wiio  added  seven  buck  shot  to  every  car- 
tridge at  the  battle  oi'Guilford  :ind  drew  a fine  sight 
at  his  nnin]  he  must  be  content  to  be  called  a tor/ 

1)/  a patriot  of  the  last  lm]iortution.  Let  us  not  gee 
rid  of  one  evil  [supposing  it  possible]  at  the  expense 
of  a greater;  matatus  Mutandis,  France  m 

possession  of  the  British  naval  power;  and  to  uer 
the  trident  must  pass  should  England  be  unable  to 
wield  it;  what  would  be  your  condition?  What 
would  be  the  situation  of  your  se;.:ports  and  tncu* 

seafaring  inhabitants? Ask  Hamburg;  Imliec.' 

Ask  Savannah?  What!  sir,  when  tiieir  privateer* 
ai-e  pent  up  in  our  harbors  by  the  British  bull-dogs, 
when  they  receive  at  our  hands  every  rite  of  hospi- 
tality, from  which  tiieir  enent}'  is  excluded — when 
tliey  capture  within  our  own  waters,  interdicted  to 
British  ai-med  ships,  American  vessels;  when  such 
is  their  deportineuc  towards  you,  under  subh  cir- 
cumstances, wluiL  could  you  expect  iftiiey  ■ ere  the 
unco:iti*oled  lords  of  the  ocean?  Had  those  priva- 
teers at  Savannaii  boi'ne  British  commis&ions — or 
had  your  .shipinents  of  cotton,  tobacco,  ashes,  and 
what  not,  to  London  and  Liverpool,  been  confisca- 
ted, Jan.d  the  proceeds  poured  into  the  English  ex- 
chequer— -My  life  upon  it!  you  would  never  have 
listened  to  any  miserable  wire-drawn  distinctions 
between  * orders  and  decrees  affecting  our  neutral 
rights,”  and  “mnnicipal  decrees,”  confiscating  in 
mass  your  whole  property.  You  would  have  had 
instant  war!  The  whole  land  would  have  blazed 
out  in  war. 

And  shall  republicans  become  the  instruments  of 
him  who  hud  eflaced  the  title  of  Attila  to  the 
“scounoK  OK  Gou!”  Yet  even  Attila,  in  the  fal- 
ling fortune.s  of  civil; z.ation,  had,  no  doubt,  his  ad- 
vocates, his  tools,  his  minions,  his  parasites  in  the 
very  countries  that  he  over-ran — sons  of  that  soil 
wiiei-eon  his  horse  liad  trod;  where  grass  could 
never  after  grow  If  perfectly  fresh,  Mr.  Randolph 
said,  (instead  of  licing  a,s  he  was — his  memory 
clouded,  l\is  intellect  stupified,  his  strength  and 
spirits  exhausted)  lie  could  not  give  utterance  to 
that  s'.rong  dete  Jt;itiou  which  he  felt  towards  (above 
all  other  works  of  tiie  creation)  such  characters  as 
Zingis,  Tamerlane,  Kouli-K;m,  or “Bonaptirtc:  His 
instincts  involuntarily  revolted  at  their  barfe  idea — 
Vlulefac tors  of  the  human  race,  who'  ground  down 
man  to  a mere  machine  of  their  impious  and  bloody 
ambition.  Yet  under  all  the  accumulated  wrongs; 
and  insults  and  robberies  oi  the  last  of  these  chief- 
tans,  are  we  not  in  point  of  fact  about  to  become  a. 
party  to  his  views,  a partner  in  hi.s  wars? 

But  before  tills  miserable  force  of  10,B00  men  wa.s 
raised  to  take  Canada,  iie  begged  them  to  look  at 
the  state  of  defence  ;it  homC' — to  count  the  cost  of 
tlie  enteqirizc  before  it  was  set  on  foot,  not  when  it 
might  be  too  late — .vhen  tlie  best  blood  of  the  coun- 
try should  be.,  spilt,  and  nought  but  empty  coffem 
left  to  p.ay  tiie  c.ott.  Arc  the  bounty  lauds  to  be 
given  in  Canada.^  It  might  lessen  his  repugnance 
to  that  part  of  tlie  syte»n,  to  granthig  these  lands, 
not  to  til  ess  miserable  wretehes  who  sell  themselves 
to  slavery  for  a fe  \ cloUar.s  and  a gias.s  of  g’in,  but  in 
f.ict  to  the  clerks  iti  our  ofiices,  some  of  whom, 
SvitJi  an  income  of  loOO  or  2000  dollars  lived  at  tli* 
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“ — T wish  no  other  herald, 

“ No  other  speaker  oi'  my  Uving  actions, 

“ To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
" But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

^hakspeqre — henkt  viir. 

Pi-intecl  andpubli.shed  by  H.  Niles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Coff ee-Houtse,  at  §5  per  annum 

RANDOLPH’S  SPEECH 
Concluded  from  Supplement  to  J\'o.  17- 
rate  of  4 or  5000,  and  yet  grow  rich;  who  perhaps  at 
that  moment  were  making  out  blank  assignments 
^o-  these  lands. 

He  v/oiild  beseefeh  the  house  before  they  ran 
their  he^d.s  against  this  post  Quebec,  to  count  the. 
eost.  If  is  word  for  it,  Virginia  planters  would  not 
be  taxed  to  .support  such  a w:ar — a w^ar  which  must 
ftgirravatc  their  present  distresses;  in  which  they 
h:ul  not  the  remotest  interest.  Where  is  the  Mont- 
gomery, or  even  the  Arnold,  or  the  Burr,  who  is  to 
lUarch  to  the  Point  LeviP 

He  called  upon  those  professing  to  be  republicans 
to  make  good  the  promises  held  out  by  their  repub- 
lican predecessors  when  they  came  into  powmr 

promi.scs,  which  for  years  afterwards  they  had  ho- 
jae.stlv,  faithfully  fulfilled.  We  had  raunted  of  pay- 
ing^off  the  national  debt,  of  retrenching  useless 
establishments;  and  yet  had  now  become  as  infalu- 
a,ted  with  standing  armies,  loans,  taxes,  navies  and 
war,  as  ever  were  the  Essex  junto.  W hat  republi- 
canism is  this.* 

Mr.  Randolph  apologised  for  his  very  desultory 
manner  of  .speaking.  He  regretted  that  his  bodily 
indisposition  liad  obliged  him  to  talk  perhaps 
somewhat  wildly;  yet  he  trusted  some  method 
y/oidd  be  found  in  his  madness.  On  the  other  reso- 
ijitious  he  should  perhaps  be  obliged  to  trouble  the 
house  again. 



Peiinsylrvania  Les;islatiire. 

GOVERNOR’S  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 
Fello-J}  citizens — Three  yeai*s  have  this  day  elapsed 
sinc^,  in  tins  hiause,  surrounded  as  I now  am  by  tlie 
representatives  df  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  I 
solemnly  swore  to  devote  alt  tlie  energies  of  my  mind 
<6  tli  e promotion  of  their  happiness. 

1 have  a well  gi'ounded  reason  to  believe  that  my 
zealous  efforts  hare  not  been  unsuccessful;  be- 
cause, they  have  received  the  approbation  of  a free 
and  enlightened  community.  My  re-election,  and 
Ibe  circum.stances  attending  it,  fill  ray  heart  with 
gratitude,  and  produce  a more  perfect  and  entire 
devotion,  if  possible,  of  all  ray  faculties,  to  the 
service  of  the  people  who  have  thus  honorably  dig- 
tingiiished  me,  I am  sensible  that  my  personal 
merits  have  contributed  but  little  to  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  public  suffrage.  A faithful  adherence 
to  republican  principles,  an  earnest  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  prosperity,  and  a general  coinci- 
dence of  opinion  upon  public  measures  with  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  united  to  & cordial  co- 
operation  with  them  in  all  their  efforts  to  promote 
the  public  weal,  are  the  true  causes  of  the  unani- 
mity which  has  been  so  happily  manifested  at  tlie 
general  election. 

' '\Ve  are,  fellow'  citizens,  placed  in  authority  at  a 
momentous  period  of  our  history.  The  storm  of 
War  which  lias  long  been  desolating  the  old  world, 
Yoi.  1.  • jg; 


howls  along  our  -coasts  and  hovers  over  our  habi  a- 
tions;  whether  it  may  be  dispelled,  or  descend  up  - 
on  us  in  all  its  fury,  remains  undetermined.  Tiic 
representatives  of  tlie  people  of  the  several  state ; 
are  now  in  council.  They  have  access  to  the  best 
sources  of  information,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
bellig-ercnts.  They  well  know  ihe  sen  iments  o ’ 
their  constituents,  and  wc  may  safely  rely  on  thei  * 
w'isdom  and  patriotism  fitithfdly  to  discharge  th  i 
trust  reposed  in  them. 

If  they  should  determine  that  w©  have  not  on]-, 
exhausted  the  cup  of  forbearance,  but  tasted  v ' 
that  of  humiliation,  and  that  our  only  hope  of  ha\  - 
ingour  wrongs  redressed  and  our  rights  respectc.i, 
and  of  holding  our  equal  rank  a no  ig  die  nations  o.’ 
the  earth,  is  by  an  appeal  to  the  last  resort;  the  i 
let  us  as  citizens  and  public  fuactionarie.;,  ma-.- 
fully  prepare  to  do  our  duty.  Let  the  voice  of  fac- 
tion be  heard  no  more,  but  let  every  arm  be  raise  i 
to  defend  the  rights  and  liberties,  and  mainrain  th 
independence  of  .he  only  free  people  upon  the  eartb. 
Let  us  differ  (if  w'e  must  differ)  abou.  men  or  mine 
political  questions;  let  us,  however,  be  unaniinou  ^ 
in  our  measures  against  the  common  enemy,  Lc  . 
the  sword  and  tiie  shield  beuplifeed  by  the  nation  a . 
a band  of  brothers  and  freemen,  who  having 
righteous  and  common  cause,  are  determined  that 
neither  ai*t  nor  intrigue,  force  nor  fraud,  stiall  in- 
duce them  to  abandon  the  common  standard,  upon 
which  is  impressed  the  glorious  motto  of  ^*virtue, 
liberty  and  independence**  With  .such  determina- 
tions, we  shall  be  as  invincible  as  our  cause  is  jus . 
and  sacred. 

Again  permit  me,  though  faintly,  to  express  t ;> 
you, and  through  you,  to  allmyTeflow  citizens,  tliv 
gp*atitude  I feel  for  the  distinguished  manner  of  rh  - 
re-election;  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  devoteti 
ness  to  the  happiness  of  our  common  country;  anti 
to  assure  you  of  my  good  wishes  for  your  per.son.U 
happiness  and  welfare. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

Lancaster^  Dec.  17,  1811. 


Indiana  Territorial  Legislature. 

VixcEXHia,  Nov.  23,1811 

The  legislature  of  the  territory  met  on  Momi"  ' 
the  11th  inst.  James  Beggs  was  appointed  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  and  gen.  W.  Johnson  wa»  an 
pointed  speaker  of  tlie  house  of  representatives. 

On  Tuesday  the  governor  met  both  houses  in  th  ^ 
representatives’  chamber,  and  delivered  the  folio  win  ; 

SPEECH; 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  councilf  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representativeij 

The  execution  of  an  order  received  from  tlic 
Presidentof  the  United  States,  at  the  head  of  a b ». 
dy  of  our  troops,  prevented  me  from  meeting  yo  i 
at  the  time  to  which  you  were  prorogued  by  ny ' 
last  proolamation.  Although  this  circumstance 
may  produce  some  personal  iaconvenienoe  to  3 cu, 
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an^  per^p.ps  ft  little  additional  expense  to  th^t^Ti-, 
toiiv,  i'  -V  iJi  not  1 am  sure  be  re^-i  etted  \yhcn  it  is 
recoliec'ed  that  the  i-esult  of  the  exiiedition  whic!. 
t had  the  l.oiior  to  comrnjHid  is  a compieve  victory 
over  li  e hostile  combination  of  lndiuriS  which  had 
been  torined  by  the  Slutwanese  Prophet.  It  is  witu 
equal  pleasure  and  pride,  gentlemen,  that  Tliaye  it 
in"mv  power  1o  inform  you  that  m action  where 
undaunted  valor  was  conspicuotis  in  every  corps, 
■our  own  militia  behaved  in  a manner  to  do  credit  to 
tliemselves  a.s  well  as  the  teiTitory.  ^ 

I'i'C  numerons  duties  whicli  claim  my  attention 
atli  is  time . gentlemen  will  prevent  me  from  giying 
my  opinion  upon  sucJi  subjeccs  as  require  legisla 
rive  provision.  Tlie  most  important  of  thesCj  how- 
ever, ■ ou  will  find  discussed  at  length  in  my  lorni- 
or  addresses. ' Permit  me  to  recommend  to  you  in- 
:<ili!stry  and  concord  in  the  discharge  of  your  func- 
tions, and  be  a.ssured  of  my  cordial  co-operation  in 
every  m.etsure  which  may  be  calculated  for  the  bene- 
fit of  our  constituents. 

Wm.  II.  HARRISON. 

Vivcemiesy  19th  J\l'ov. 

I'd  hh  excellency  WiLtiAwr  Hexht  IlAiiRisoir,  go- 
Tsrnov  and  commander  in  chief  in  and  over  the 
hidkma  territory.  - \ 

S-JK— Tlie  house  of  representatives  of  the  India- 
na- territory  in  their  own  name,  -su>d  in  behalf  of 
tlieir  constituents,  most,  cordially  recipi'ocate  the 
eongratulal  ion.s  of  your  excellency  on  the  gIoriou.s 
result  of  the  late  sanguinary  conflict  with  the  Sha- 
wanee  Prophet,  and  the  tribes  of  Indians  confede- 
rated with  him:  when  we  see  displayed  in  behalf  of 
our  country  notonh:  he  consummate  abilities  of 

the  general,  but  the  heroism  of  the  man;  and  where 
we  take  into  view  the  benefits  which  must  result  to 
lliat  country,  from  those  exertions;  we  cannot  for 

moment  withhold  our  meed  of  applause. 

We  shall  cordially  and  intlustriously  endeavor  to 
co-operate,  with  you,  sir,  in  such  measures  as  may 
best  comport  with  theimmodiate  interests  of  our 
territory — and  although  we  may  lament  the  occa- 
sion which  gave  rise  to.tlve  necessary'  delay  of  legis- 
lative busires.s,  y et  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  as  pa- 
.trio'  s,  as  representatives,  and  as  men,  to  subnut 
^without  a muiniur  to  any  inconvenience  which  the 

“Srood  of  our  common  country  may  require. 

GEN.  W.  JOHNSON. 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
^efrre^i-taiixes’  (Hhamhert 
J\'ovemher,  1811. 

Gentlemen  of -the  home  of  repre^eyitati*es,  , ^ j 

Relieving  as  I do  thaUhe. highest  reward  which' 
a republican  sohlkr  fcan  receive,  is  the  approbation 
-of  Ids  fellow  citizens.  .1'  cannot  be  othenvi.se  than 
\highb  gratified  at  the  applause  wliich  you  have 
'been  pleased  to  bestow  «n  my  conduct  as  command- 
er ..oftlie  late  expedition.  h.-is  ever  been niy  wish, 
gentlemen,  to  deseiwe  the  confidence  of  your  com 
stituents.  To  promote  their  welfare  smd  happi- 
ness,  has  Inen  for  years,  the  great  object  of  my 
cares,  arid  it  in'  the  late  action  it  had  jneased  .the 
Aindgnu  to  seal  vridii  my  life  the  victory,  which 
was  to  ensin  e their  safety,  the  sacrifice  would  have 
been  cheerfaliy  made. 

Wji.H.  HARRISON, 


p]}ilcsopi.iui%i  liisquisitioHs. 

No,  m. 

Tt  sccir.s  that  I Ivavc  accounted  for  animal  exi,t- 
•citfc,  b\  first  suppcMuga  vegetable  one;,  Hus  ia. 


tainly  correct,  aitd  as  a proof  of  it,  I refer  you  to  the 
first  chapter  of  Genesis.  I'hei'e  you  will  find  vege- 
tation had  clotlied  the  cart!r*r.  surface,  before  any 
mention  is  made  of  au  animal;  ])eskles,  vegetables 
are  a more  simple  form  of  ma  lei-;  ic  is  absurd  to 
suppose  the  \Vi^e  Disposer  «f  all  tJiLng.s  should 
commence  with  tiie  mo>t  exquisite  w<*iknuuisnip 
and  dwindled  wn  to simpiicity. 

After  vegetation  is  mentioned  in  the  1st  ch;tp.  11  thi 
v.  we  find  rrom  .he  19tli  to  the  26tii  that  tiod  is 
employed  in  makingall  die  inferior  anioials,  and  in 
the  26th  man  is  xormed,  witii  power  and  dominion 
over  tiiem.  Man  being  tlie  last  animal  formed,  aiid 
formed  too  from  matciduls  which  have  imdergone 
such  a variety  of  clwnges  in  (»oiut  of  refifiement, 
must  be  composed  of  matter  woiuieifiiiiy  polished 
and  wrought  up  to  the  highest  pi;cn  of  perfection; 
he  therefore  is  an  animal  of  the  liignest  possible 
order,  he  claims  a superiority  in  every  respect  over 
alio+liers.  There  is  in  raan  the  most  delicate  work- 
manship; of  die  best  possible  conti-ivance.  When 
we  view  this  animal  properly  , we  find  organization 
carried  to  the  greatest  degree  of  perfection.  Timee 
things  sirike  oui*  senses,  motion,  sensation,  and 
thought.  Motion  is  of  three  kinds,  voluntaiy,  in- 
voluntary and  mixed.  Sensation,  or  the  power  of 
having  feeling  excited  by  means  of  impressions,  ia 
difiused  throughout  the  body  ; the  nails  and  hair 
excepted;  and  ihought  originates  from  the  brainy 
now  motion,  sensation  and  th^iiigiit  exist  in  most 
animals,  but  man  possesses  them  in  a mucli  higher 
degree  tlum  any  other.  Motion,  sensation  and 
thoughc  must  be  as  various  as  tJie  different  causes 
widen  acL.  upon  the  body,  ©Ach  (legree  of  exciting; 
matter  wliich\aets  upon  tlie  animal  orgiuiiza^ibn^ 
iwoduces  a certain  degree  of  motion,  whicn  depends 
upon  the  affinity  existing  botween  uie  two  portion* 
of  matter. 

All  vhe  various  motions  then,  depend  upon  the 
manner  exciting  matter  acts  upon  organisal  animal 
matter.  The  different  sensations  origfiiate  fru.n  tne 
great  variety  of  motion,  and  the  various  facuiiies  oC 
the  mind  depend  entirely  upon  the  manner  sensa- 
tion acts  upon  the  brain.,  Asa  proof  that  motion^ 
sensation,  and  tnought  are  as  variou.s  as  the  cause* 
which  act  upon  the  animal,  we  never  yet  found  .w*- 
animals  who.se  organization  w^s  e'xacdy^  nlike,  no.r 
did  we  ever  see  two  animals  whose  motions  corres- 
ponded in  eveiy  paracuiar;  nor  Wits  tiiefe  evei- 
two  minds  that  .diought  alike  on  all  subjects;  iij 
fact,  we  never  saw  two  portions  of  apy  kind  of  iiiat^ 
ter  resemble  each  other  in  eveiy  pqracular,  and  it 
never  wiii  be  the  case  as  long  as  there  is  aconiinued 
change  of  figure  in  matter.--  Lean  conceive  pf  tw« 
small  portions  of  matter  of  equal  bulk,  that  resem  - 
ble two  other  portions  of  eqiud  size.  I ciih  likewis  e 
conceive  of  two  organized  bodies  similar  to  eac& 
other,  that  are  acted  upon  by  twp  causes  similax’.  to 
each  other,  and  the  ettecis  produced  to.  be  similar: 
but  if  the  orgaiiized  bodies  and  unorganized  maaer 
could  be  strictly  examined,  I doubt  verv  muph^ 
whether  there  would  be  the  same  arrangement  pf 
jmrts  found  in  each,  AVere  it  possible  to  iuive 
two  anuiials  whose  organization  agreed;  in  every 
particular,  their  motions  would,  nor  coin*espond;  be- 
cause me  exciting  maTer  which  acts  upon  tfie  one 
would  not  agree  in  ;ey€,ry-  . particiilar 'wiUi  the  ex^^ 
citing  matter  which  acts  upon  the  otliei*,  altiiough 
he  aelion  would  be  such  as  to. produce  similar  ino- 
tiou  in  each  other,.  . , ■ ■ 

The  great  vai'ielies  of  e.xciting  matter,  which  pro- 
duce .the  dih’erei.t  motion-s  in  animals  are  two  nu- 
ll creus  to  nienUon;  but  the  causes  vve  are  most 
iirvrmately  icqusiuted  viith.  hre  Uie  vaiicus  stim-di 
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expencnced  daHv,  such  as  air,  heat,  food,  light,  &c.i 
tach  application  of  stimuli  produces  motion  in  thel 
various  organs,  wiiich  changes  the  form  of  the  or- 
gan. Organisation  then  is  continually  undergoing 
a change,  in  consequence  of  which,  ilie  organized 
body  looses  the  mat'er  of  which  it  was  first  formed, 
but  the  form  and  organization  are  still  preserved  by 
a I'lCw  portion  of  exci'  ing  matter. 

The  blood  which  circulates  in  tlje  veins  and  ar- 
teries, is  washed  ofi’ by  different  glands;  a process 
Called  secretion;  this  secreted  fluidis  tlirown  off’by 
insensible  perspiration  and  oilier  outlets.  The  animal 
is  now  obliged  to  re.sort  to  food,  drink;  &c.  to  supply 
the  loss  of  disengageil  matter.  From  the  great  quan- 
tity of  solid  and  fluid  matter  wliicli  is  continually 
tlirown  offfi-om  the  body  by  ttie  animal  economy,  and 
the  daily  application  of  a tVesh  supply,  I enfer,  that 
©very  part  of  the.solid  and  fluid  mass,  ofwldch'an  ani- 
mal is  composed,  must  be  con'dnu.illy  undergoing  a 
4>liange.  Composition  and  decomposition  are  con- 
tinually taking-  place,  not  onl}'  in  the  most  delic  -te 
fibre,  but  tlie  liardest  bone;  so  that  all  the  princi- 
ples, of  wiiich  an  animal  was  once  formed,  now 
exist  in  other  animals,  earth,  atmosphere,  and  plants: 
certain  portions  of  It  nil.-dtt  have  united  to  certain 
ether  portions  of  disengaging  matte;-,  which  liad  an 
affidty  for  e cli  ot  ier,  and -him  'woims,  insect:, 
frogs,  &c.  Tlie  component  parts  of  which  those 
inferior  uiniiQals  were  first  fur;ned,  may  now  give 
them  existence. 

Perspirable  matter,  ui-ln'',  fceces,  &c.  which  were 
thrown  off  from  ever,  class  of  animals  last  year, 
may  exist  in  a rose,  oink,  or  orange  this  year.  5jy 
present  organizalio  i,  no  doubt,  is  composed  of 
principles,  whicJi  o ice  organized  ten  thousand 
different  plants  and  animals,  and  it  wouldnoi  be  ab- 
surd to  suppose,  that  some  individ-cal  of  tlie  United 
IStatos  possesses  jiurt  of  the  ir.aher,  which  onccor- 
anized  Adam  and  Eve.  If  we  imagine  matter  to 
e annihilated,  this  v.  ould  i;e  a very  absm'd  supj^o- 
sition;  but  it  cannot  be  ab.sur(l,  unless  we  sujjpo;  e 
the  matter  of  WluVh  our  forefathers  were  form*  d, 
has  gone  to  the  moon  or  some  oUkt  planet. 

Since  the  matter  of  which  our  earth  is  composed, 
is  in  continued  motion  arid  chariging  i^s  situadon 
coutimialh";  is  it  not  probable  tiiat  every  part  of  it, 
atone  period  or  otlier,  mriv  ®xist  in  an  atmosphere, 
plants  and  animals?  and  t!  . m.-itte-r  wiiich  now  oc- 
cupies the  center  exist  on  the  su.rface  forming  an  at- 
mosphere and  organizing  plants  ami  animals?  Jia- 
I’ine  productions,  found  uu-  below  .(lie  surface,  seem 
"to  prove  that  a considerable  revedution  of  this  kind 
has  alfeadv  taken  place. 

But  if  life  is  tlie  coiitinucd  applicution  of  new 
matter,  which  supplies  the  pkee  of  tlie  old,  how  is 
it  that  an  animal  dies?  why  does  it  not  exist  to  ail 
eternity'?  For  this  plain  reason,  lliat  it  is  a law  of 
Cod,  that  no  generated  being  can  always  contiiv  — 
Another  rea.son  is,  that  exciting  matter  is  withheld: 
the  old  not  being  capable  of  niotirm;  without  it,  dc.  ^ i 
necessarily  follows:  if  the  exciting  matter  be  too 
great’ it  destroys  the  organizetl  body.^  death  is  like- 
wise the  consequence. 

Life,  strictly  speaking,  seems  to  be  nothingbut  a 
va;-iety  of  motion.  Where  is  the  animal  or  vegeta- 
ble, in  existence,  that  does  not  possess  motion.?  i' 
believe  it  i.s  ascertained  beyond  a doubt,  that  aiLani- 
mal  may  exist  without  thouglit,  or  sensation;-  hut 
neither  thought  nor  sensation  can  exist  without 
Emotion — therefore  it  necessarily  follows  that  thought 
and  sensation  owe  their  existence  to  motion^  Which 
i:s  produced,  as  I have  observed,  by  the  continued 
application  of  exciting  mattfa*  on  organized  matter. 
T’his  applmatibn  has  a tendency  tadestroy  the  organ 


as  soon  as  it  is  formed;  but  it  is  preserved  by  t^€ 
affinitv  of  new-  matter,  the  old  graduidly  losing  the 
principles  of- Avhich  it  wxs  firstlhrmed,  unti;  i be- 
comes entirclv  cleir  of  all  original  matter  and  has- 
acquired  a fresh  supply  from  tlie  action  of  new  mat- 
ter. 

Now  if  all  exciting  m:itter,  -i^hich  acts  upon  ani- 
mal organization,  could  be  withheld,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  animal  would  remain  perfectly  org.ini.ie  l 
to  all  eternity;  for  there  would  be  no  cause  wh-it- 
sover  to  de.stro}'  it;  and  were  it  in  our  power  to 
place  an  animal  suddenly  in  a very  low  temoer-iture 
so  as  not  to  desta-oy  anv  organic  part,  the  a-iimal 
might  remain  frozen  ten  thousaml  years  and  at  the 
end  of  tiuit  period  be  resuscitated  at  ]jlcasure,  o;iIy. 
!)V  admitting  uieordin-uy  portion  of  exciting  mattei-, 
which  is  neces.sary  to  the.life  of  the  animal.  Frogy 
have  been  resuscitated  after  they  have  been  confined 
in  the  harde.st  rock,  perhaps  for  three,  four,  five  or 
:ux  liundred  years,  or  as  man)  tlioiisa)ul  for  ouglit  I 
k low'. 

A A'ery  remarkable  phenomenon,  of  this  kin-.l,  is 
related  by  Mr.  Peters  of  Vermont,  to  Samuel  H-.ir- 
risoii,  esq.  Ilis  letter  is  as  follo-vs:  “ V rock,  near- 
ly twenty  feet  square  on  it.s  superfices,  aiul  abo-uC 
ten  feet  thick,  lay  in  tl;e  (ligh  road  oimosite.  to  my 
house,  and  as  report  said,  iiad  been  growing  liig'-TcV- 
for  one  hundred  and  fifcy  years,  w'hereby  it  had  be- 
come a nuisance  to  carriages  and  travellers. Tm 

remove  tliis  inconvenience,  I ordered  my  negi-oes 
to  dig  a ditch  around  the  rock,  three  feet  wide, 

.and  to  ^ dowm  with  the  di\ch  to  its  bottom. 

This  being  done,  I engaged  a miner  to  perforate  the 
rock  with  an  augur,  near  the  middle  of  its  surface.. 
The  augur  was  two  inches  wide,  and  with  it  he  made, 
a hole  five  feet  deep.  He  dien  charged  the  rock 
with  half  a pound  of  gunpowder,,  and  fi.  ed  it'ofT 
w itli  a match,  w'hile  t’le  spectator^,  stood  at  a proper 
distance,  io  slnin  the  danger  andd.-see  tbs  efiect-— 
The  explosion  was  very  gre;it,.t-he  rock  was  rent 
into  eight  or  ten  bu-ge  pieces, .be:sides  manv  frag- 
ments; we  soon  hoisted  up.  the  fragments;  at  last 
\vc  came  to  the  two  centre  and  large.st  pieces,  be- 
tween which  the  augur  had’  passed.  Havings  taken, 
up  the  smallest,  the  largest  piece  stood  edgewise,  i 
ib«i  Aventdowu  and.  viewed  the  p.ith  of  the  augur, 
which  had  pa.ssed  ’ey  a cavity  as  large  as  a goo:<e  egg, 
in  whicii  lay  a /V who  complel  ely  filled  the  cuvit)'. 
His  thigh  was  bleeding  by  reason  of  a wound.  The 
orifice  wasT  too  sinall  to  pull  him  out;  the  minei" 
soon  enlarge'!,  a.nd  l took  ovit  the  frog,  bound  up. 
tiie  wound,  ami  pl.-iced  him  on  some  mud  near  a 
puddle  of  w.ater,  wliicli  I enclosed  with  a board- 
fence.  'l.’ite  frog  w’as  alive  and  stmgg’Ung  for  deli- 
verance,,  when  I first  discovered  liirn  in  his  bed,r 
which  was.  as  sraoo'th  as  the  inside -of  a-g.lass  ttmib' 
ler.” 

N.t>w  this  frog  must  have  been  Incmsted  and  con- 
lin.ed  when  the  rock  Avas  forming,  fur  there  is  no  way 
of  accounting  for  his  imp-risonment  any  other  wav; 
And  it  i.s  highly  probable  the  rock  4ia.s  been  formed 
s.eA:eral  tliousand  years.  In  this  case,  lig-liyheat,  air, 
fi)od,'&c.  A’.'ere  AA'ithdrawn,  and  the  temperature  was 
favorable  to  the  preservation  of  the  aoimal.  A.s 
soon  as  air,  light,  heat,  &c.  acted  upon  quiescent- 
organizrttion,  motion  was  produced  and  the  frog,  was 
forced  into  existence  by  the  continued  application 
of  exciting  matter. 

Many  classes  of  animal.s,  in  high  latitudes,,  re- 
main torpid  in  the  AA'intcr  months,  but  xs  soon  as 
tlie  genial  Avarmth  of  spring  begins  to  act  upon 
thern,  th.ey  possess  all  the  plienoineua  of  life.  Tiie 
conUnued  applicr.lion  of  excidng  matter  produces 
motion  by  Ihe  affinity  it  has  for  organised’  'auiuijfl. 
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'matter.  Maynotallexctirig*  matter,  produce 

the  ^eat  variety  of  diseases,  act  by  lessened  or  in- 
creased .iffinity!  which  necessariW  prndrees  too 
little  pr  teo  much  motion  in  the  animal  on  which  i‘- 
acts?  Is  it  not  the  affinity  which  the  food  has 
animal  matter,  that  caOses  an  increased  action  in  all 
the  fluids  as  well  as  the  solids  of  tlie  animal,  that 
takes  it  in?  Is  not  the  affinity,  which  oxygen  has 
for  the  blood,  that  keeps  up  a certain  degree  of  Ijeat 
Tiecessai*}'  for  the  health  of  the  animal  that  respires 
it?  Are  not  all  exciting  matters  vaiiously  modified? 

Do  til  ey  not  act  upon  animal  matter,  producing  ef- 
fects friendly  or  unfriendly  to  the  animal  on  which 
they  act? 

Life  then  depends  entirely  upon  the  affinity 
which  exciting  matter  has  for  animal  matter.  If 
there  is  little  or  no  affinity,  there  will  be  little  or  no 
motion;  if  the  affinity  be  considerable,  motion  will 
likewise  be  considerable.  The  union  of  one  portion 
of  exciting  matter  with  another  portion  of  animal 
matter,  lessens  the  affinity  for  a second  dose  of  the 
former;  so  that  the  old  compound  is  obliged  to  give 
jlace  to  the' new,  and  by  this  means  the  old  is  en- 
tirely displaced . This  is  the  case  with  respect  to 
perspiration,  urine,  foeces,  &c.  The  old  compound 
IS  removed,  in  consequence  of  motion  being  pro- 
duced by  the  formation  of  new  matter.  The  parts 
thrown  off  or  separated  for  Avant  of  affinity,  unite 
with  the  first  matter,  for  which  it  has  an  attraction. 
Thus  it  is,  that  matter  continues  its  journey;  and 
it  seems  that  it  is  no  nearer  a quiescent  stale  now, 
tlian  it  was  soon  after  it  was  formed  and  acted  upon 
by  repulsion. 

^ It  is  nothing  in  fact,  but  a continued  round  of 
circulation,  the  relative  situation  of  each  individual 
par^'.cle,  continually  changing  places  with  eacfi 
oth'.i'r,  and  this  motion  must  continue  unt  il  the  great 
cause,  which  first  produced  it,  thinks  proper  to 
remove  repulsion.  When  that  is  the  case,  each 
particle  will  unite  with  its  fellow;  the  a*:mosplicre, 
plants,  animals  and  minerals  will  return  to  tiie  sun; 
the  sun  Avill  be  a solid  mass,  kept  together  witli 
Affinity;  and  if  the  Grod  of  nature  thinks  proper  to 
take  away  this  power  of  attraction,  matter  will  cease 
to  exist.  This  idea,  of  the  non-existence  of  matter, 
is  a very  singular  one;  perhaps  it  would  lead  to 
gome  very  important  discoveries  if  we  could  trace  it 
properly.  Can  matter  exist  without  attraction? 
Suppose  all  attraction  to  be  suddenly  removed  from 
matter,  in  what  form  would  it  exist?  It  could  not 
possibly  assume  a solid,  liquid,  or  q^ri form  state; 
for  each  supposes  somedegi-ee  of  attraction,!  there- 
fore, cannot  conceive  of  any  possible  form,  under 
which  matter  could  exist,  if  its  attraction  should 
be  entirely  removed.  CEBLS. 
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l^keteh  of  ilie  Genius  of  Ron  ext  Treat  Pajne, 
• Jn.  Esa  a distini^ished  ^^mencati  Poet,  •• 

- Of  the  genius  of  this  great  poet,  whose  labors 

• have  so  largely  contributed  to  the  reputation  of 
, American  literature,  it  would  be.  difficult  to  speak 

dn  terms  of  exaggerated  praise.  I’o  the  bounties  of 
nature  who  had  lavished  on  bis  intellect,  her  rich- 
est apd  proudest  favors,  were  superadded  those  ac- 
quired excellencies,  which  are  the  fruits  of  vigo- 
rous study  and  ambitious  cultivation. 

As  a poet>he  ranks  among  tlie  first  ax  \!i\^  first  class. 

♦ The^ piercing  keenness  of  his  mind  gave  it  an  easy 
■ ktUnisaioa  into  tliC  most  secret  and  hidden  sources 


of  knovv'ledge,  and  his  prompt  and  active  iinaginai 
tion  seized  instinctively  on  whatever  was  most  beau- 
tiful and  engaging  in  nature  or  in  art.  Ills  entlni- 
siasm  impai’ted  a warm  and  vivid  lustre  to  bis 
thoughts;  his  comprehensive  and  critical  know- 
ledge of  language  enabled  him  to  convey  the  con- 
ceptions of  his  fancy  with  uncommon  cWirnehs 
and  energy.  In  a word  ite  always  felt,  and  thought, 
and  spoke  like  a poet. 

A mind  so  happily  informed  as  Paine’s;  so  alive 
to  feeling;  so  pregnant  with  invention,  so  fraught 
with  sentiments,  so  blest  with  the  divinity  of  geni- 
us; could  not  fail  of  success  in  the  setherial  crea- 
tions of  poetry.  All  his  efforts  In  tliis  favorite  pur- 
suit have  received  the  highest  praises  of  his  coun- 
trymen; Invention  of  the  Ruling’ 

Passions/*  the  two  Prologues**  in  dedication  of 
the  Boston  tlieatre,  the  ^^JMonody  on  J\Ihove.**  the 
‘^Epilogue  to  ihe  Clergyman* s Paughter,**  and  the 
naiionai  song  of  ^^^darns  and  Lilun'tu/*  may  be 
classed  among  the  ablest  specimens  oi  Engli.sh  po- 
etry. The  character  of  l)is  poetical  genuis  resem- 
bled that  of  Pope,  more  than  any  other  poet,  parti- 
cularly in  the  smoothness  of  his  verse,  tlte  exaclr.e.-.s 
of  his  rhymes,  the  richness  of  his  language,  and  ti  .e 
condensation  of  his  thoughts.  His  great  fault  was 
that  of  being  sometimes  too  studiously  classical. — 
He  always  felt  proud  of  liis  learning,  and  would  oc- 
casionly  display  it  at  the  expense  of  his  poetry, 
by  drawing  his  images  and  allusions  from  facts  ami 
circumstances  too  little  known,  to  be  understood 
by  the  generality  even  of  intelligent  readers. 

His  prose  is,  in  the  highest  degree,  stately  and 
magnificent.  It  is  tlie  style  of  Jioctor  Jiihhson. — 
He  had  a passion  for  the  elegancies  and  refinements 
of  composition.  His  sentiments  are.  carefully  ba- 
lanced, and  his  periods  diligently  rounded.  Eve^ 
word  is  selected  with  taste  and  disposed  with  skia. 
In  all  his  works,  he  strove  after  attainable.perfection, 
nor  was  he  ever  satisfied  with  wliat  he  lutd  written, 
while  tiiere  was  aikuk  to  be  rectified,  a be<iuty  to 
be  added,  or  a grace  to  be  heightened.  Of  revision 
he  was  tiiercfore  never  impatient;  on  the  contrary, 
he  sc  pined  to  take  delight  in  reviewing  Ids  first 
ihoughts,  and  bestowing  upon  tliem  such  connec- 
tion and  improvement  as  tiiey  could  receive  from  a 
cautious  and  deliberate  ciuticism. 

With  the  jibilosophy  of  the  fine  arts,  no  man 
was  ever  better  acqudnted  than  Mr.  Paine.  These 
arts  were  tiie  favorite  and  most  frequent  subjects  of 
his  meditations.  His  mind  dwelt  on  them  with 
foiKhie.ss;  and  deliglited  to  ascend  to  their  first 
principles.  As  a critic^  therefore,  he  stood  on 
vert'  high  ground.  But  he  wies  not  like  certain 
grave  and  austere  critics,  who  nak-e  it  their  whole 
business  to  detect  later.^  faults.,  .aid urge  skilful  ob- 
jcction.S\  He  was  candid  and  li  eral  in  all  his  deci- 
sions. He  had  a soul  «o  be  pleased  as  well  as  to  be 
ojjendcd-,  and  altliough  no  man  hud  quicker  per- 
ception of  literary  biemishesj  yet  so  nice  was  his 
lisccrnment  6i’  excellence,  and  so  great  his  plea- 
sure on  its  discovery,  tliathe  would  readily  pardon 
two  defects,  for  the  sake  of  one  beauty.  To  y oung' 
authors  he  ever  manifested  the  kindest  disposition. 
He  read  their  compositions  with  attention— he 
praised  their  merits  with  liberality,  and  pointed  out 
iheir  1‘aults  with  delicacy  and  tenderness.  It  is  great- 
ly to  tlie  honor  of  Mr:  Paine,  that  lie  never : felt  the 
envy  of  rivalship.  lie  was  among  the  first  and 
loudest  in  the  applause  of  a brother  author.  Nor 
w:ts  this  applause  forced-  or  by  pocriiical;  wherever 
tie. saw. genius  it  w:ars  in'possible  for  him  to  r^ress 
tliQ  emotions  of  satisfasticHi.  For  the . iiBiic  of 
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Amarlcan  literature  he  always  displayed  a cordial 
iide;  and  frequeiitly  expressed  his  sorrow  and 
indi^ivation  at  llie  detestable  expedients,  employed 
by  ;,()  many  of  our  own  covmtn  nien,  to  bring'  it  in- 
to (iist-Tace. 

Some  the *e are,  who  have  denied  the  solidity  of 
!M'  . Paine’s  critical  abilities,  on  the  grotind  that 
he  +00  fre  iueutlv  decided  by than  by 
judgment.  This  objection,  though  plausible,  is 
bv  no  'iieans,  satisfactory.  In  some  of  the  fine  arts, 
the  fes' ill gf!  so  instantaneou.sly  follows  the  judgment, 
that  i*.  becomes  Identified  with  it;  in  others,  as  in 
nmsm.,  the  judgment  folle-ws  the  feeling  and  is  rfe- 
tei'minedhy  'it.  The  best  rea.son  we  can  give  why 
we  approve  of  a piece  of  music,  is  because  itplcases 
us.  So  it  is  with  the  highest  flights  of  poetry. 
’tVhatevcr  p-eatly  interests  our  passions,  iSo  as  to 
produce  the  cficct  intended  by  the  poet,  can  witli 
rs  much  certainty,  be  pronounced  good,  as  though 
it  wore  actuallv  proved  to  be  so  by  a pedantic  dis- 
ph  y of  eh.borate  reasoning.  Of  what  value  then 
(it  'm;!,v  be  asked)  are  the  works  of  Aristotle,  and 
Qm'nfi'lian,  and  Longinus  besides  a host  of  nioderns 
who  lu'.ve  written  on  the  science  of  criticism?  To 
tills  cpiestion  I answer,  that,  to  the //oe/,  they  arC 
of  no  value.  Theart  of  poetry  is  not  derived  from 
the  rules  of  thccrii.ics;  but  the  rules  of  the  critics 
are  collected  from  the  practice  of  the  poets.  Crit- 
ics ai  e not  the  legislators  of  poets,  but  are  the 
mere  expoundet's  of  those  laws  which  the  poets 
have  pvnmulgaied.  Every  great  poet  is  a critic  by 
iisti:  ct,  ami  in  many  cases,  can  decide  more  cor- 
rcr'.lv  by  feeling,  than  the  mere  critic  can,  witli 
ail  ills  boast  eil  rules  to  assist  him;  There  are  cer- 
t . in  beauties  of  so  high  an  order  that  they  cannot 
be  pei;ceivcd  but  bytho.se  who  are  suscejitible  of 
the  finest  and  most  delicate  emotions.  In  such 
cases,  the  mere  critic  dixips  to  a level  with  the  me- 
chanic,,^d  finds  his  square  and  compasses  of  criti- 
cism ofhttle  use,  except  to  show  his  impotency-— 
But  Mr.  Paine  did  not  decide  by  feeling,  except  in 
cases  where  feeling  is  proper  to  be  consulted  as 
the  test  of  the  poet’s  skill.  lie  was  familiai-ly  ac- 
quainted with  criticism  as  a science,  and  could  ap- 
ply its  reasonings  with  wonderful  precision  and 
elegance. 

We  are  now  to  consider  Mr.  Paine  as  a con- 
versationist. It  was  in  conversation  (confessedly 
the  most  difficult  of  all  arts)  tliat  he  gave  the  most 
brilliant  displays  of  mind.  It  was  here  that  his  ge- 
nius  pixHidly  triumphed  in  all  its  sovereignty.  No 
matter  wbatthe  subjects- whether  scientific  or  lit- 
erary, itsdiscussion  w as  in  the  highest  degree  mas- 
terly and  eloquent.  His  infornvation  was  so  exten- 
sive and  so  various— rhis  imagination  so  splendid, 
iiisiwit  so  enchanting,  and  his  language  so  ele- 
gant, that  it  was  impossible  to  heal’  him  without 
aelight. 

Sucli  was  RoBrjuTiiiAT  Paike,  jow.  a man, 
■who,  in  genius  and  scholarship,  has  seldom  been 
equalled— pei-liaps  has  never  been  surpassed — Bos- 
ton has  the  honor  of  claiming  him  as  its  native;  and 
in  justice  to  the  Bostonians,  it  ought  to  be  said,’ that 
by  them  his  talents  were  duly  appreciated  and  libe- 
rally pati’onized.  He  has  left  an  amiable  widow, 
and  several  promising  children.  For  their  benefit 
We  hope  his  wi’itings  will  now  be  collected  and  pub-- 
liskcd.  W.e  doubt  not  the  sale  of  such  a volume 
would  be  co-extensive  with  its  merit — and  that  the 
public  would  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  testifying 
their  regard  for  a work  which  will  do  so  much  ho- 
nor to  their  eountiy. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte. 
ABHIUGED  from  the  most  authentic  SOUllCES. 

CHAPTER  Vn. 

[cOXTlXtrEB  FROM  PAGE  288.] 

Skirmishes  between  generals  Caro  and  AToncey — 
Siege  of  Vahmtia.  Montey,  repulsed,  retreats  to^ 
wards  Madrid.  Battles  in  Cataloma.  Siege  of 
Gerona,  Battle  on  the  river  Liobregate.  Cruel- 
ties of  general  Dukesme.  Affairs  in  the  north  of 
Spain,  f aptiire  of  Jjogrono,  Sevogio.  Valado- 
lid,  and  St.  Andero.  La  Cuesta  defeated  at  Cube- 
xon,  by  Sabathier.  Junction  beeween  Cuesta  and 
Blake.  They  are  defeated  at  Medina  del  Rio  Seco 
by  Lacelles.  Correspondence  between  Bessieres  and 
Blake.  Proceeding  at  Bayonne.  Joseph  enters 
Spain  and  reaches  Madrid,  from  which  city  he  es- 
capes in  ten  days.  Spa}iish  troops  in  Denmark.— 
Part  of  them  brought  off  by  admiral  Jveates.  Base 
proclamation  of  the  court  of  Denmark. 

Marshal  Moncey  was  not  more  successful  in  Va- 
lencia than  general  Dupont  in  Andalusia,  though  he 
escaped  capture.  When  he  arrived  at  Cuesta,  he 
was  at  the  head  of  12,000  men  besides  cavalry,  and 
he  equally  threatened  Murcia  and  ’S''alencia  The 
latter  kingdom  is  v/ell  fortified  by  nature,  by  means 
of  the  rivers  Gabriel  and  Xuccar  and  by  a chai,n  of 
steep  and  rugged  mountains.  It  was  of  great  im-  ‘ 
portance  to  Moncey  to  gain  possession  of  Valen- 
cia, the  most  fertile  and  delightful  province  of  Spain 
would  then  be  at  Ins  mercy,  and  a communication 
secured  with  the  French  in  Catalonia.  The  passes 
through  the  mountain,  were  defended  by  some 
troops  of  the  line,  but  these  gpiards  were  attacked 
by  Moncey  on  the  21st  of  June  and  routed.  Hav- 
ing passed  the  mountains  he  marched  straight  on 
to  Valencia;  a city  which  to  a mere  soldier  W’ould 
appear  as  defenceless  as  Zaragoza. 

On  tlie  24th  advice  was  received  that  the  French 
liad  defeated  the  army  of  the  Cabrillas.  The  junta 
issued  orders  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  follow- 
ing day  through  the  Alcaydes  of  the  different  pre- 
cincts, that  all  the  inhabitants,  without  exception, 
.should  repair  to  the  citadel  to  provide  themselves 
with  arms.  So  great  was  tlie  number  of  applicants 
that  the  quantity  of  muskets  being  insufficient  to 
am  them,  all  the  English  sw’ords,  of  which  there 
were  a great  stock  in  the  arsenal,  were  delivered 
out,  though  many  were  without  hilts.  From  the 
citadel  were  conveyed  a number  of  cannon,  carry- 
ing from  18  to  20  pound  shot,  and  from  the  Grau, 
four  24  pounders,  and  many  more  of  various  cali- 
bres. At  the  gate  of  Quarte,  where  the  enemy 
wire  expected  to  make  their  attack,  were  planted 
one  20  pounder,  and  several  12  and  16  pounders; 
and  the  other  gates  were  also  fortified  more  or  less, 
according  to  circumstances.  A great  quaintity  of 
timber,  which  had  floated  down  the  river,  served 
to  block  up  the  entrances  of  the  streets  within  the 
walls,  and  to  form  a breast  work  for  the  protection 
of  the  artillery  posted  without  the  city.  Trenches 
were  cut  across  the  roads  to  prevent  the  approach 
of  tlie  cavalry,  and  to  impede  the  advance  of  the 
artillery.  On  the  26t!i,  Moncey  was  attacked  at 
Bunolos,  about  a league  from  the  city,  by  general 
Caro,  a nephew  of  the  illustrious  general  Romanos. 
He  was  attacked  again  by  the  same  general  between 
Quarte  and  Mislata.  In  these  attacks  he  sufferecl 
severely;  but  notwithstanding  such  impediments 
he  continued  his  march;  and  on  the  28th  he 
planted  liis  cannon  before  the  mud  walls  of  tUo 
town,  According  to  the  -usual  custom^  u flag 
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of  truoft  was  sent  In,  with  a messag-e,  that  if 
the  Frencli  were  permitted  to  enter  peaceably, 
persons  and  property  should  be  respected;  but  if 
not,  they  should  enter  with  fire  and  sword.  But 
•Qiepati’iots  had  had  sufficient  evidence  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  good  allies;  they  knew  what  would 
be  the  consequence  of  suffering  the  serpent  to 
warm  himself;  and  they  returned  an  answ^er  express- 
ing their  resolution  to  defend  the  city  to  tlie  last 
extremity.  A heavy  fij’e  was  then  opened  on  the 
city,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to.  force  the  g-ate  of 
Quart e,  which  vyas  precisely  the  one  that  had  been 
put  in  the  best  state  of  defence.  Tiie  enemy  occu- 
pied a broad  street  which  runs  in  front  of  tlii.sgate. 
The  gate  was  tlmown  open  and  a 24  pounder  being 
Li  ought  up,  a dreadful  havoc  was  made  of  the  as- 
sailants. The  loss  was  incalculable,  for  theii*  dead 
lav  heaped  on  each  other  in  the  street.  Tiie  pa- 
triots, defended  by  the  walls  and  their  heavy  artille- 
ry ,.searcely  lost  a dozen  men.  While  they  w^ere 
thus  mowing  dowm  these  imperial  marauders,  Mon- 
«ey  had  to  maintain  a conflict  with  Caro,  wlio  had 
followed  close  at  his  heels,  for  the  defence  of  Vaien- 
tia.  An  imjietuous  charge  with  the  ba3^onet  made 
such  havoc  among  the  ranks  of  the  French  that 
they  retired  to  their  cam]!  between  Qiiarte  ancl  Mis- 
lata,  which  was  fortified  b)^  strong  intrenchments 
and  formidable  batteries.  Their  repulse  had  been 
so  deci -ive  that  they  did  not  attempt  to  renew  it, 
but  retreat  ed  towards  Madrid,  leaving  part  of  iheir 
artillery,  and  suffering  from  Caro’s  detachments  and 
the  peasantry,  tliat  vengeance  wliidi  the  excesses 
they  had  committed  on  the  march,  so  amply  de- 
sserved,  Of  15,000  men,  infantry,  cavalry  and  ar- 
^lleiy , that  marched  with  Moncey  from  Madrid, 
30,000  returned,  and  150  waggons  carrying  the 
wounded;  1500  were  made  prisoners,  and  seat  to 
Cardiagena.  Here  again  we  have  an  opportunity 
©f  paying  a passing  tribute  to  that  sex,  w^hich  adapts 
iself  so  admirably  to  every  vicissitude  of  fortune- 
consoling  in  adversity  and  making  the  smiles  of  joy 
even  more  delightful.  “It  is  impossiblv,”  says  an 
eye-witness  of  these  .scenes  of  carnage,  “adequately 
to  describe  the  heroism  and  enthusiasm  of  the  fe- 
malas  and  the  manner  in  wldch  they  contributed. to 
til e defence  of  tlieir  country.” 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  was  also  displayed,  with 
great  gloiy,  and  not  altogether  without  success,  in 
t!je  neighboring  proA  ince  of  Catalonia.  Huiiestiie, 
the  French  governor  of  Catalonia,  had  been  direct- 
ed to  reduce  Gei’ona,  at  the  same  timQ  when  Lefeb- 
vre  was  sent  against  Spain.  He  was  not  more  suc- 
cessful after  spending  upwards  of  a fortniglit  in  the 
siege  of  Cerona,  into  which  lie  threw,  in  one  night, 
four  hundred  bombs  and  grenades,  iie  was  forced 
to  retreat  to  Barcelona^  leaving’  some  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery and  a considerable  quantitj^  of  profusions  aird 
animunition.  In  this  retreat  he  sustained  a great 
loss  botli  of  men  and  baggage;  for,  by  this  time, 
the  standard  of  liberty  had  been  raised  in  every  part 
of  Catalonia. 

On  the  SOthef  Jun^,  the  French,  under  the  orders 
of  g'eneral  Goulles  and  brigadier  general  Bessieres 
t)  arched  fiyim  Barcelona,  against  a body  of  Catalo- 
nian peasantry  who  had  fortified  tiiemselves  with 
canron,  found  on  the  coast  of  the  river  Llobrogate. 
Proceeding  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  tliey  forced 
the  passage,  and  pu.shing  tip  the  right  bank,  took 
f cvcral  Catalonian  posts  in  the  rear.  Undisciplined, 
without  a Commander  of  any  authority,  or  none 
that  could  inspire  any  confidence;  and  surprised; 
perhaps  by  this  manouvre,  though  it  might  have 
been  expected,the peasants  submitted  witboutmiich 
Ax  the  same  Ume  with 


a division  of  French,  15,00  strong,  assailed  and  too^ 
possession  of  .lie  bridge  of  Molinas  del  Re. , with 
the  three  pieces  that  guarded  the  passage  ’.\  ay;  but 
not  without  a well  fbught  battle,  in  which  the  losA, 
of  the  Fi-eiich  was  supposed  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
the  Spanish. 

General  Duhesm,  in  revenge  for  his  repulse  from 
Gerona,  burnt  many  houses  in  the  tpwns  and  vil- 
lages by  which  he  p.issed;  took  m.any  prisoners, 
some  of  wliom  he  killed  in  cold  blood,  and  laid  waste 
the  AA^hole  plainer  district  within -the  jurisdiction  of 
tlie  city  of  Barcelona,  all  the  cultivated  fields,  vil- 
hi.ges,  convents  and  churches.  On  his  return  t<r 
Barcelona,  he  found  his  two  forts  in  want  of  pow- 
der and  provisions.  During  his  absence,  of  about 
a rnonth,  the  city  had  been  cut  ofi'from  a communi- 
cation with  the  neighboring  countiy,  and  a vessel 
loaded  with  powder  and  salted  pork,  had  been  tak- 
en by  the  English  Duhesme,  who  had  already 
acquired  the  cognomen  of  the  cruel,  pointed  the  can- 
non of  the  citadel  against  the  unfortunate  inhabi- 
tants, tlireatening  tiiem  with  death,  if  they  did 
furnish  him  with  12,000  rations  of  provisions 
dail}'^,  and  an  excessive  number  of  pipes  of  brandy 
and  wine.  Under  the  pretence  of  charges  of  aa 
intention  to  rebel  against  the  emperor,  he  was  iit 
the  habit  of  carrying  away  from  time  to  time,  the 
most  respectable  persons  in  Barcelona,  separating 
husbands  from  their  wives  and  pare.! Ls  from  their 
children,  for  tlie  purpose  of  extorting  ransoms  for 
tlieir  liberation! 

In  the  mean  time  the  afiairs  of  the  patriots  in  th 
north  of  Spain  wore  but  an  imfavorable  aspect,  an® 
a battle  wasfou^t  at  Medina  del  Rio  Seco,  iii  tii® 
province  of  Leon,  which  turned  the  tide  of  fortune, 
and  might  have  exceedingly  damped,  if  not  altoge- 
ther quashed  the  insurrection,  if  this  advantage  on 
the  side  of  the  French  nad  not  been  counterbalanced 
by  the  events  in  the  soutli  and  east  just  related.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  sent  a force  against  Zarago- 
za, marshal  Bassieres  pushed  forward  columns  for 
the  reduction  of  Logrono,  Segovia,  Valladolid  and 
St.  Andero.  All  these  objects  vvere  easily  accom- 
plished. The  raw  and  undisciplined  levies  of  pa- 
triots did  not  long  sustain  a conflict  Avith  the  imjie- 
tuous  and  well  directed  exertion.s  of  the  ve.tciaii 
and  victorious  French.  On  the  7th  .Tune,  general 
Frere,  having  arrived  Avith  his  columns  AAnUiin  a mile 
of  Segovin,.  sent  an  officer  to  the  magistrates  de- 
manding a parley.  The  insurgents,  5300  strong', 
Avith  30  cannon  ,would  not  sufi'er  messenger 

to  approach,  but  fired  on  him  v,dth  cannon. - 

The  place  was  taken,  but  not  without  some  resist- 
ance; a great  number  of  AA-oimded  and  others  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  AA  ith  all  theii*  cannon, 
and  the  city  submitted.  0;i  the  diJi,  the  town  and 
province*  of  Palentia  submitted  to  general  la  Salic 
and  Avas  disarmed.  On  the  12th,  the  same  general 
advanced  to  Duennas,. Avhere  he  formed  a junction 
wdtlr  genei’al  Meric,  and  continued  his  march  to 
Valladolid,  w_here  the  spirit  of  the  insurrection  had 
grown  very  .strong,  and  W'Hicli  was  a rendezvous  for 
the  patriots.' 

Don  Gregoric  de  la  Cuesta,  a general  about  70' 
years  of  age,  Airith  7000  men  and  six  pieces  of  artil- 
iery,  had  taken  post  at  Cabezon,  a small  toAAui  on 
the  Pisiierga,  about  nine  miles  to  the  north  of 
A^alladolicl.  General  Sabalthier  A,vas  oixiered  to 
force  a position,  AAffiich  had  been  reconnoitred, 
AV'hile  general  l^erle  w^as  directed  to  cut  offliis  rc>  ■ 
treat  to  Valladolid.  The  firing,  according  to  the 
French  accounts,  lasted  but  half  an  hour,  Avheiv 
thtj  SpjvpjisJii  were  gomplctdy  beaten, and  scatteredin. 
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ZvCTv  flireetlon  on  the  field  of  action,  leaving  their 
aHilierv,  4000  mn,skels,  and  about  1000  killed. 

The 'gazette  of  Madrid,  that  is  the  French  pa. 
7ette,  states,  that7?T>e  or  six  hundred  Frencli  beat 
fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  rebels,  Tue  g-azeue  oi 
Gviedo,  on  the  contrary,  says,  that  the  number  ot 
tl)e  French  and  Spaniards  in  this  engagement,  Was 
nearly  equal;  but  that  the  French  iiad  the  advan- 
tage of  a more  numerous  artillery;  while  tlie  patri- 
ots had  only  four  cannon;  yet  that  in  stdt»  or  tlus 
^isadvantge  on  the,  part  of  the  Spaniards,  the 
Frenclt  had  left  seven  hundred  dead  on  the  field  ot 
laattie,  from  which  tliey  cai-ried  off  their  wounded. 

The  bishop  of  Valladolid,  witli  the  principal 
clergy  of  the  city  came  to  meet  genei-al  la  Salle, 
■upplicating  forgiveness  for  thecv..y  and  its  inhabl 
tauts,  which  was  readily  gi'anted.  The  city  and 
province  were,  however,  disarmed.  Ten  members 
of  the  council  of  Placentia,  Segovia  and  Valladolid, 
were  deputed  to  go  to  his  catliolic  majesty  (Josepn 
Bonaparte)  at  Bayonne,  there  to  supplicate  his  for: 
giveness  in  the  act  of  tendering  their  own  fealty  and 
that  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

General  Merle  proceeded  to  the  mountains  of 
St,  Andero,  a canton  or  small  province  on  the 
coast  of  Biscay  between  Austria  de  Saniillannu, 
Old  Castile  and  Biscay.  On  the  morning  of  the 
21st  of  June  he  fell  upon  thepatrio  s headed  by 
the  bishop,  drove  tJiem  from  all  tlieir  positions,  and 
took  from  them  two  eigiiteen  pounders,  which, 
loaded  with  grape  shot  they  had  fired  only  twice. 
In  other  parts  of  the  mountainous  district,  parties 
of  the  insurgents  were  driven  from  post  to  post,  into 
St,  Andero,  by  general  Ducos.  On  the  23d,  the  ge- 
nerals Merle  and  Ducos  entered  St.  Andero,  on  dif- 
ferent sides  of  the  town.  'i  lie  peasants  ev  ery 
where  retume<lto  Uieir  homes.  The  cityot  St.  An- 
dero, one  of  the  first  commercial  ports  in  Spa  n,  iiav- 
ing  made  its  submission  like  Segovia,  Placentia,  ;md 
Valladolid,  was  obliged  to  swear  fealty  to  the  usurp- 
er. Thus  quietnes.s  was  restored,  forthepre.^  nt, 
to  TsTaVarre,  Guipiuco,  and  Biscay. 

Marshal  Bessieres,  with  a strong  force,  had  the 
charge  of  keqfmg  open  the  pricipal  road  between 
Bayonne  and  Madrid.  Ic  was  of  great  importance 
to  the  patriots  that  this  communication  snould  be 
cut  off  A number  of  patriots  had  been  assemldiag 
for  some  time  atBenevento,  under  the  command  of 
Cuesta.  In  this . number  were  comprehended  all 
the  Spanish  prisoners  t\ivo  had  heo.ji  sent  back  to 
fcpain  by  the  British  government.*  Cue.sta  had 
bad  tlie  command  of  the  force  which  belonged  to 
Castile  and  I.eon,  having  been  nominated  captain 
general  of  those  province.s  by  the  pusill-animous  Fei*- 
dinand  duringbls  *hort  reign.  'I’he  Gal'iician  army 
was  commanded  by  don  Joachim  Blake,  a young'er 
officer  6f  Irish  parentage.  The  J^uias  of  the  res- 
pective ])ixivinces,  being  independent  of  each  other 
tlvere  seems  to  have  been  a want  of  goo<i  under- 
standing between  the  two  generals.  Blake  was  as 
much' superior  to  Cuesta  in  abilities  as  he  was  be- 
low him'in  rank,  and  unwilling’iy  yielded  tlie  prefer- 
ence; hence  it  required  tlie  sacrifice  of  Uis  own 
judgment,  to  tfte  probable  injury  of  the  common 


cause, 

risked, 

against 


*■  Nearly  5000  Spanish  prisoners  who  have  been 
eeleased,  sailed  tliis  day.  As  tlicy  embarked,  tliey 
poured  for  til  the  warniest  wishes  for  the  happiness 
of  this  country.  Many  of  tnem  took  up  the  sand 
from  the  beach,  kissed  it  with  reverence  and  affec- 
tion as  die  sand  of  a free  nation,  and  put  it  into^ 
their  pockets  to  cxldbit  to  tlieir  countrymen  upon 
^'ieir  .vclLUty  12ih 


Contrary  to  his  judgment  a battle  was 
(14th  July)  near  Medina  del  Rio  Seo, 
a detachment  of  tlie  French  army  under 
gcr*eral  La;K:lles.  Tlie  peasantry  arid  the  nevf 
levies  attacked  the  enemy’s  infanUy  with  such  ar. 
dor  tiiat  they  forced  them  to  reti*eat,  wori  four  of 
their  cannon  and  spiked  them.  They  had  even  sc% 
uptiieir  shouts  of  victory;  when  tiie  French  caval- 
ry caarged  tiieir  left  wing,  and  by  their  great  su- 
penoricy  . . cided  the  day.  Blake  covered  the  re- 
treat of  t .e  Spaniards  with  great  skill,  and  the 
Frencli  were  not  able  to  pursue,  so  severelv  Jiad 
they  suffered.  ^ But  they  revenged  tiiems elves 'whU 
dieii-  usual  ferocity  when  ciiey  entered  .Medina 
vlel  Rio  Seco  some  hours  af.ei-wards;  where  having 
first  satiated  themselves  witii  massacre,  and  then 
wifeh  pliiiuler,  they  committed  atrocities  upon  Uie 
women  scarcely  equalled  in  the  worst  ages  of  mili- 
tary barbaritv:~the  nuns  were  violated  and  t lea 
murdered.  Six  hundred  persons  were  massacred 
in  the  streets  and  hou-.es.  A Spanish  officer  who 
had  received  three  wounds  was  orought  before  one 
of  the  French  generals,  who  ordered  a di-agoon  to 
cut  him  down;  he  put  up  his  hands  to  save  nimself 
and  they  were  nearly  severed  with  a sabre.  LTpoit 
this  be  fell — but  as  the  dragoon  was  going,  the 
general  ciilled  him  back,  and  bade  him  snoot  the 
blackguard  tor  he  was  not  yet  dead.  The  officer* 
knelt  to  receive  his  death— tiie  ball  passed  betwce;i 
his  arm  and  body— he  had  presence  of  mind  enou'^  A 
4au— and,  crawling  away  in  tlie  night,  wa.i 
brought  to  the  Gallician  army  to  tell  his  tale!  Wheu 
tnc  4 rencii  soldiers  had  pillaged  every  tnin  t.’ic*' 
could  find,  tliey  carried  off'  infants,  and  made  their 
parents  redeem  themi 

Blake  had  discovered  such  talents  in  this  action, 
tuat  Bessieres  tlK)u;j'ht  it  or  importance  to  win  niiri 
over,  if  |>ossibie,  to  .he  intruder’s  party.  He, 
iherciere  wrote  to  him,  under  the  pretext  of  assuring 
liiat  tlie  Spanish  patriots  should  be  well  treated, 
.nul  took  that  occasion  to  try  liis  patriotism,  by  urg- 
nig  lum  to  obey  the  act  of  abdication  and  acknoS- 
ledge  Joseph  Bonaparte.  The  Spanish  general 
made  answer  (24th  July)  that  he  acknowledged  no 
oLlier  sovereign  than  Ferdinand  of  Bourbon,  or  his 
legitimate^  heirs;  and  if  it  happened  .hat  tliat  urr- 
t(u-tun;i,Le  family  should  be  altogether  extinguished, 
!us  allegiance  would  then  be  due  to  the  people  of* 
opain,  iawmlly  represented  in  a general  cortes.— 
lrie:,&,  he  said,  wei-e  tlie  sentiments  of  the  wliole 
army  and  of  the  whole  nation;  and  he  warned 
iiessierres  against  the  error  of  mistaking  the  forced 
suoim.ssioii  ol  those  towns  which  Were  occupied  by 
tichrencli  troops,  for  a real  change  of  opinion  ia 
the  inhabitants.  “Undeceive,  therefore,”  said  he, 
your  emperw,  and,  if  it  be  true  that  he  has  a phi- 
lanthropic mind,  he  will  renounce  the  projector 
subduing  Spam.  Whatever  parti.d  successes  he 
m.ay  obtain,  it  is  evident  that  his  brother  never  eau 
reign  in  this  country;  unless  he  reig-n  over  a desert, 
covered  w rJi  tbe  blood  of  die  Spaniards,  and  of  th« 
troops  employed  iii  this  unjirst  enterprize.” 

^ This  an  aver  diil  not  .sati.sfy  tiic  Frenchman,  who, 
in  a second  letter  told  Blake,  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  avoid  the  eirusiun  of  blood;  for  while  France 
and  the  greater  part  of  Europe  continued  in  their 
pre.sent  stale,  it  was  impossible  that  the  Bourbons 
could  reign.  lie  accompanied  this  reasoning  by 
proposmg  a conference  with  him  upon  the  subject, 
a proposal  wiiich,  Bi.4.ke  replied,  it  was  not  fitting 
i.hat  he  shjuld  uddres.s  to  a man  of  honor.  Bessierres 
had  set  at  1 iberty  four  or  five  h iindred  prisoners,  under 
tne  name  of  peasaiiLs;  Inis  title  the  Spanish  general 
disclaimed  for  tlicm,  maintaiaing  that  thoy  tvere 
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reg'ular  soldiers,  incorporated  with  the  troops  of  the 
line,  thoug-h  not  weaving’  the  uniform.  In  explain- 
ing- this,  he  said,  “his  intention  was  not  to  release 
himself  from  the  acknowledging- the  generous  con- 
duct of  the  marshal  towards  them,  but  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  their  receiving,  upon  any  occa- 
sion, a treatment  which  they  did  not  deserve;  and 
which,  he  was  sure,  from  the  sentiments  which  hi.s 
excellency  had  manifested,  could  not  but  be  painful 
to  his  feelings.”  Blake  mistook  the  character  of 
the  French  generals; — they  affected  humanity  only 
when  they  feared  reprisals;  and  his  answer  Was  .lot 
what  it  ought  to  have  been;  for  he  allowed  a distinc- 
tion between  the  citizen  and  the  soldier,  instead  of 
proclaiming,  that  in  the  circumstances  of  Spain, 
every  man  became  and  was  to  be  accounted  a soldier, 
in  virtue  of  the  cause  which  called  upon  him  to  take 
anns.  In  consequence  of  Blake’s  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Rio  Seco,  he  was  appointed  governor  and 
captain  general  of  the  kingdom  of  Gallicia,and  pre- 
sident of  the  royal  audience, 

[to  be  continueh.} 


long  as  canvass  floor  cloths;  much  more  beauti 
and  above  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper,  FRANCIS  GUY, 


Miscellaneous. 

Norway. — In  Norw'ay  horse  Jiesh  now  forms  a 
common  article  of  food.  Since  the  year  1808,  tiiere 
have  been  killed  at  Christiana,  400  horses  for  the 
consumption  of  tfiattown.  ^ 

A furrier  at  Copenhagen,  named  Gross,  has  in- 
vented a method  of  makiiig  black  hats  of  scat  skin, 
and  has  obtained  a royal  patent,  which  en  itlcs  him 
to  tlie  sole  fabrication  of  that  ai-ticlefor  three  years 


Domestic  exports  of  tlie  U . States, 

Compiirinp  the  agricultural  and  other  pro«luctium  of  1791  with 
the  last  seven  years,  from  official  ducumeuts,  valued  in  dollars 
of  the  Uuited  States, 

FHOM  JIB.  BLODGET  IN  ANTICIPATION. 


PRODUCE  OF  TKit  SK  V. 


Year 


Patent  Paper  Carpi 


The  following  has  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  papers 
as  an  advertisement,  but  a.s  it  announce.s  an  inte- 
resling  discovery,  it  becomes  a proper  article  for 
the  Register.  The  editor  has  had  an  opportuni- 
ty’of  examining,  and  in  a degree  of  testing  the 
firnmess  and  probable  durability  of  some, of  the 
paper  prepared  for  car]:)ets  by  ^fr,  Guy;  and  can- 
not in  justice  refrain  from  giving  an  opinion,  that 
it  will  answer  all  the  purposes  designed, 

'The  netv  inve'nted  patent  Paper  Carpety  at  J^fr.  Po- 
beri  Elliot’s  Paper  Hangiiig'  Ware  House, 

I understand  hasbeen  visited  by  vast  numb ors  of 
our  respectable  citizens;  many  of  whom  have  order- 
ed their  floors  to  be  immediately  covered  with  pa- 
per cai'pets.  P-at  lam  noiv  busy  in  painting  a num 
ber  of  pictures  that  must' be  finished  -with  the  utmost 
possible  dispatch.  And  as  the  above  carpet  is  princi- 
pally intended  for  summer  use,  a sliort  delay  cannot 
be  attended  with  ahy  material  inconvenience.  I am 
also  informed  that  many  doubt  the  durability'  of  pa- 
per  carpets:  no  •wonder  this;  for  who  at  fir.st  thought 
could  suppose  that  apiece  of  tender,  flimsey  paper, 
could  ever  be  made  to  wear  under  foot  like  nainted 
(Janvas.'*  Yet  khives,  razors,  spectacles  and  mathe- 
matical instimments  are  cased  with  paper;  smiff'bbx- 
es  and  many  other  well  known  articles,  are  made  of 
paper,  and  w'ear  like  wood — how  strange  then  if  we 
cannot  contiive  to  maJee  a pyaper  carpet  that,  will  wear  ■ 
like  cloth-  However  let  the  doubters  suspend  tneir 
judgment  upon  the  subject  until  the  spring  when  I 
will’invitetherii  by  public  advertisement,  to  .see  what 
injury  the  above  carpet  has  sustained  by  the  bcraping 
feet  of  a tliousand  visitors,  who  generally  try  to 
prove  its  texture  by  needles.s  and  unre  isonahle  fric- 
tion .such  as  carpets  in  common  use  are  never  sub- 
ject to.  The  theory^  of  paper  carpets  at  first  seems 
to  give  common  sense  a kind  of  electric  shock,  and 
therefore  may  suppose  It  to  be  a dream;  a mei’C 
fliglU  of  fancy’;  the  offspring  of  a wild  imagination; 
a crude,  ihdigested  Whim,  that  Queen  Mab  has  been 
driving  her  Carriage  through  my  brain,  and  left  me 
bewildered  in  the  labyfintli  of  a fairy  tale!  If  .so,  I 
have  been  under  the  dominion  of  a stupid  infatuation 
for  near  five  years  past;  for  in  1806,  I sent  into  the 
patent  office  a specification  of  the  above  carpet  to  se^ 
cure  the  patent,  and  have  been  engaged  from  that 
time  to  this,  to  prove  its  utility’  in  every’  possible 
way;  and  new  I know  to  a certainty  that  I cun  make 
Carpets  ofcepinton  lianging  paper  that  will  .’ts 


jjriedsai.  Eickled  Jf  hale  oil  l-ijyermi 


fsh. 


fish,  and  bone,  candies. 


1791  1.200,000 

1803  1,620.000 

1804  2,41.-:^,230 

1805  2,058,000 
180612,150,000 
1807  l,896,00w!  3o2,00o  476,00 


Total  of 
the  sea. 


200.000  196,480  60,000  1,656,480 

560.000  280,000  175, 000|  2,635,o00 
639,419  311,028  69,720 1 3 433,423 

1 18.0 00  314, OOJ  1 6 1,000  2 ,884,000 


356,000  ] 418,001 


1808!  623,000  98,000 
1809 11,123,000  282,000 
ISlOi  91.3,000!  Y 


88,U0y 
169,00^ 
t)00'  2.2200/ 


132,0-00  3,116,000 
130,000‘  2,804,000 

23.000  832,000 
136,000  1 710,000 

132.000  1,481,000 


PROi»<ucK  Of  niK  forest. 


Year 

G.  seng  is 
peltiy 

JPuvul 

Stores. 

1791 

1803 

1804 

1805 
1800 
180? 
1308 

1809 

1810 

290,20. 

030,00vi 

1,047,305 

l,ll5,00o 

980.000 
' 995,000 

161.000 
468,000 
317,000' 

130.000 
.1.60,  OOo 
327,931 
702  000 

409.000 
235,000 : 

102.000 
737,000 
473. .000 

Pearl  i/’ 
pot  ashes ^ 

350.000 
735,00t 

642.000 

776.000 

935.000 
1,448,000 

408.000 
l,505,00u 


Lumber, 
mast's  6'c 

1,210, 0'OL 
2,800,000 


2,548,0004,654466 


Total  of 
the  forest 

2,080208 

4,850000 


2,602,000 

2,537»000 

2,637,000 

723,000 


5,261000 

4,861000 

5,476000 

1,399000 


1,843, 000'4, 583000 
1.579 ,00u  2,597,00014,978000 


PRODUCE  OF  AG  KIC  UI.TURE. 


Year 


./innimal 

foodyL^c. 


1791 


1805 

1806 


kegeiabie 

food: 


1200000  3640000 


i -1803  4135000(14680000 


180414.234568 
3335000 
3274000 
18073086000 
1808  968000 
180911811000 
1810  2169000 


12086684 

11752000 


Tobacco 


4000’j0; 
623 6 
6000001 


Cotton. 


Total  of 
gric-tdlwc 


30,000 

7,920,000 

7,404,117 


6341G0G '9,445,000 


9870000 

32995000 

33885262 

1563000 


1105000016572000  8,332,000  32375000 
14.1320001 5476600| 14232100  37832000 
2550000!  833000i2, 221,000  674600o 
■ 8754000  277400018,515,000  2323400o 
10750000  :>(;4r;000:i5108000  2350200o 


PRODUCE  OF  manufactures. 


Year 

Jjoyut  she  /ftu- 
nyfaciures. 

(JJfortign\ 

mateiiam 

Total  ma~i 
nufa^nre^ 

1791 

600,000 

4:)c,ooo 

' 1,093,000 

1803 

790,000 

565, 000; 

1,356,000 

1804 

1,134,864 

454,916' 

2,189,000 

1805 

1,579,000 

721,000 

2,300,000 

1806 

1,889,000 

818,000 

2,707,000 

1807 

1,652,000 

• 468,000 

2,120^000 

1808 

309,000 

35,000 

344,000 

1809 

■1,266,000 

240,000 

1,506.000 

1810 

1,359,000 

558,000 

1,917,000 

14,6oO,uOO 

42.235.000 

41.095.000 

42.387.000 

46.504.000 

48.700.000 
9,433,000 

31,403,700 
4l?.366,OQO 

N.  B.  Several  uj’ucies  not  here  a? e includ*- 

ed  in  the  tutal 
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Fire  at  Ridimoiid. 

RiC.tMONn,  BliCKJVBKIt  23, 1811. 

Qi^^^'-ivhelming  Calamity. — In  the  whole  course  of 
existence,  we  have  never  taken  our  p«n  under 
a deeper  g’looni  than  we  feel  at  this  moment.  It 
falls  to  our  lot  to  record  o’leof  the  most  distressing' 
scenes  which  can  happen  in  the  -uhole  circle  of  hu- 
man a^tiiirs.  The  reader  must  excuse  the  inco- 
herence of  the  narrative:  there  is  scarcely  a dry  eve 
in  t!ds  distracted  city.  Weep,  my  fellow  citizens, 
:fi)r  wc  have  seen  a night  of  woe;  whicli  scarce  any 
e\  e hath  seen,  or  ear  hath  heard,  and  no  tongue  can 
atle'i'.nitely  tell. 

flow  can  we  describe  the  scene?  No  pen  can 
paint  If;  no  imagination  can  conceive  it.  A whole 
theatre  wrapt  in  flames— a gay  and  animated  as- 
sembly suddei'ilv  thrown  on  the  very  verge  of  the 
grave — many  of  them,  oh!  ho\r  many  precipitated 
into  eternit}' — youth,  and  beauty,  and  old  age,  and 
gcnisis  overwhelmed  in  one  provniscuous  ruin. — 
S'nricks,  groans  and  human  .agony  in  every  shape, 
— tins  is  tiie  heart  rending  scene  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  describe.  We  sink  under  the  eflort.  Rea- 
derl  excuse  nur  feelings^  for  they  are  the  feelings  of 
u wlmle  city. 

Let  us  crdlect  our  idea.s  as  well  as  we  can.  On 
Tlumsday  night  a new  play  and  a new  afterpiece 
v^ere  played  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Placid e.  Crowds 
swarmed  to  the  theatre — it  was  the  fullest  house  this 
sciison — there  were  not  less  tb.aii  six  hundred  pre- 
sent. The  play  went  off— the  pantomime  began — 
the  first  act  was  over.  The  whole  scene  was  before 
us — and  all  around  ns  was  mirth  and  festivity, — 
Oil  God!  what  a horrible  revolution  did  one  minute 
produce!  The  curtain  rose  oa  the  second  act  of 
t.lie  pantomime;  the  orchestra  was  in  full  chorus; 
and  Mr.  West  came  on  to  open  the  scene,  when 
spai'ks  of  fire  began  to  fall  on  the  b.ack  part  of  tlie 
stage,  and  Mr.  Robertson  came  out  in  unutterable 
. di.stress,  waved  his  hand  to  the  ceiling,  and  uttered 
these  anpalin'g  word.s — “The  house  is  on  fire.”  His 
land  was  immediately  stretclied  forth  to  the  persons 
in  tlie  stage  box  to  help  them  on  the  stage — and  aid 
their  Fcti*e.at  in  that  direction.  This  is  all  tliat  we 
caught  of  the  stage;  the  cry  of passed  with 
electric  velocity  through  the  house;  every  one  flew 
from  their  seats  to  gain  tiielobbie.s  and  stairs. 

- The  scene  baffles  all  description.  The  most 
heart  piercing  cries  pervaded  the  house.  “ Save 
me,  save  me.”  Wives  asking  for  .their  husbands,  fe- 
males and  cluldren  shrieking  while  the  gathering 
element  came  roiling  on  its  cmding  flames  and 
-'Columns  of  smoke,  threatening  to  devour  every  hu 
man  being  in  the  building.  Many  were  trod  under 
foot;  several  were  thrown  back  from  the  windows 
fi-om  which  they  were  struggling  to  leap.  The 
stair  ways  were  immediately  blocked  up:  the 
throng  was  so  great  that  many  were  raised  several 
.feet  over  the  heads  of  the  rest; — the  smoke  threat- 
ened an  in.stant  .•ufTocation.  We  cannot  dwell  on 
this  picture.  We  saw — we  felt  it — like  others,  we 
gave  up  our  ourselves  for  lost-^-we  cannot  depict  it. 
Many  letipetl  from  the  windows  of  the  first  story 
and  were  saved — children  and  females  and  men  of 
all  descriptions  wei-e  seen  to  precipitate  themselves 
on  the  ground  below — most  of  these  escaped; 
though  several  of  them  with  b;*cken  legs,  and 
thighs,  and  hideous  contusions.  Most,  if  not  all 
■who  were  in  tlie  pit  escaped.  Mr.  T;vylor,  the  last 
ofthe  musicians  who  quitte<l  the  orchestra,  finding 
Ids  retreat  by  the  back  way  cut  off,  leaped  into  the 
pit  whence  he  entered  the  semicircular  avenue 
which  leads  to  the  door  of  the  theatre,  and  found  it 
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nearly  empty.  He  was  the  last  that  escaped  from 
the  pit!  how  melancholy  that  many  who  wei*e  ia 
the  boxes  did  not  also  .jump  into  the  pit  and  fly  in 
the  same  direction.  But  those  who  were  in  the 
boxes,  above  and  below,  pushed  for  the  lobbies- 
— many,  as  has  been  said,  escaped  through  the  win- 
dows— but  most  of  them  had  no  other  resource 
than  to  descend  the  stairs,  many  escaped  in  that  way 
— but  so  great  was  the  pressure  that  tliey  retarded 
each  other;  until  the  devouring  element  approach- 
ed to  sweep  tJiem  into  eternity.  Several  who  evew 
emerged  from  the  building  were  so  mucii  scorched 
that  tlicy  have  since  perished — some  even  jumped 
from  the  second  window — some  otiiers  have  been 
dreadfully  burnt. 

The  fire  flew  with  rapidity,  almost  beyond 
example.  Within  ten  minutes  after  it  caught,"  the 
whole  house  was  wrapt  in  flames.  The  colored 
people  in  tlie  gallery  chiefly  e,scaped  throug-b 
the  stairs  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  house — some 
have  no  doubt  fallen  victims.  The  pit  and  boxea 
had  but  one  common  avenue — through  which  the 
whole  crowd  escaped,  save  those  only  who  leaped 
through  the  windows. 

: But  the  scene  which  ensued — it  is  impossible  to 

paint  Women  with  disshevelled  hair,  fathers 
and  mothers  shrieking  out  for  their  children,  hus- 
bauds  for  their  wives,  brothers  for  their  sisters,  filled 
tl)C  wliole  area  on  the  outside  of  the  building.  A 
few,  who  had  escaped,  plunged  again  into  theflarp.es 
to  save  some  de;xr  object  of  their  regard — and  they 
perished.  The  g>overnor  perhaps  shared  this  me- 
lanchsly  fate.  Others  were  frantic,  and  would  havfi 
rushed  to  destruction,  but  for  the  hand  oc  a friend. 
The  bells  tolled.  Almost  the  whole  tow.n  rushed  to 
the  fatal  spot. 

The  flame  must  have  been  caught  to  the  sce- 
nery d’orn  some  light  behind.  Robertson  saw  it 
when  it  was  no  longer  than  his  arm — Young  saw 
it  on  the  roof,  when  it  first  burst  through.  Every 
article  of  the  theatre  was  consumed;  as  well  as  the 
dwelling  house  next  to  it.  But  what  is  wealth  in 
comparison  to  the  valuable  lives  which  have  gone 
forever.^  The  whole  town  is  shrouded  in  woe. — 
Heads  of  families  extinguished  forever — many  and 
many  is  the  house,  m which  a chasm  has  been 
made  which  never  can  be  filled  up.  We  cannot 
dwell  on  this  picture — but  look  at  the  following 
catalogue  of  the  victims,  and  then  conceive  the 
calamity  which  has  fallen  upon  us — we  must  drop 
the  pen — when  we  have  time  to  collect  a more  pw- 
ticulai’  adcount  we  shall  give  it  hereafter.  Oa«  mi- 
serable night  of  unutterable  woe! — [ Enq. 

In  consequence  of  this  terrible  event  a meeting 
of  the  common  council  of  Richmond,  was  held  the 
next  day,  at  which  four  gentlemen  were  appointed 
a committee  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  distributed 
in  urns,  coffins,  or  pther  suitable  enclosures,  the  re-^ 
mains  of  the  persons  who  suffered,  which  might 
not  be  claimed  by  relatives,  and  the  same  to  be  in- 
terred with  all  pi*oper  respect  and  solemnity,  giving 
notice  to  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and  Manchester 
of  the  time  at  which  it  would  take  place;  and  to 
have  further  authority  to  erect  over  said  remains 
such  tomb  or  tombs,  us  they  might  approve  of,  with 
such  inscription  as  to  them  shall  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  record  the  melancholy  and  affecting  catas- 
trophe. 

The  council  also  recommended  an  entire  suspen-^ 
sion  of  all  kinds  of  business  for  forty  eight  bourse 
and  ordained,  that  for  four  months  thereafter  naf 
public  shew  or  spectacle,  or  open  dtmemg  as.sembly^ 
should  be  exliibitod  or  held  in  the- city,  under 
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peim^vv  of  fjix  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  for  every 

Jiour  t‘l;es:imc  shall  be  exhibited.  _ 

A Ycrv  nuniorous  meet i.vg- of  ibc  citizens  ot  Kicn- 
xnond  vns  l.Md  at  the  ca])ltol,  the  same  day  the 
mayor  in  tj>e  ciiaii— at  wlucii  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  rollcct  information  of  the  names  and 
ji-;r(.bcr  o‘'  neysons  who  perished.  Tliey  J 
Aie?  clfrd  ihcTv'cdnesday  followijig'  as  a day  oi  hurm- 
lialicn  and  prayer— tliid  the  citizens,  of  Richmond 
jihoiild  wear  crape  for  one  motiUi;  and  named  seve- 
ral yentlenjcn  fc-:  a cor.  ndttee  to  receive  private  con- 
tributions in  aid  of  the  coniDiittee  appointed  by  the 
common  council  to  erect  a monument. 

The  follov.ing  are  the  names  reported  by  the 
above  appointed  commiti  ee,' and  may  be  receive<l 
.as  ncarlv  accurate : the  report  saVs  ^‘dead  and 
missing'.” 

A m.=T  or  T)KAr  Awr  :»issixg. 

• Jefcrsc'n:  jferd.— George  W.'  Smithy  governor, 

Sophia  T/ouin,  Celia  Tronin,  daughter.?  of  Mr. 
Tronin  Joseph  Jacobs,  Elizabeth  Jacobs,  lus 
daugS.tcr,  C;  p7’lan  Mrmksj  Wife  of  TJordec&i  ?yTarks, 
Cb;/rlot‘e  Raphael,  daiighier  of  Solomon  Raphael, 
Adeline  Bausman,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Bausman, 
Ann  thaig,  daughter  of  Mr.  Ac  m Craig, 
Katti*]],  a carpenter.  Pleasant,  a mulatto  woman 
belonging  'O  Mr.  William  Rose,  Nancy  Tatterson, 
yroman  of  robm,  supposed  to  have  perished. 

MadJson  fVard.^ Abvsham  B. Tenable,  president 
oi  the  bank.  William  Southpte,  son  of  W.  S. 
Beniamin  Botts,  and  wife,  Arianna  Hunter,  Mary 
Wl.iteiock,  Juliana  Harvey,  Mrs.  Heion;  Mrs. 
Gil  nrdin  and  child,  Mrs.  Robert;  Greenhow,  Mrs.. 
Mos.s,  Barrack  Judah’s  child,  Mrs.  Leslie,  Ed- 
ward Wanton,  a youth,  George  Dixon,  a youth, 
'William  Brown,  Mrs.  Patterson,  Jobm  Welsh,  a 
gtranger,  nephew  to  sir  A.  Piggot,  late  from  Eng- 
land, Margaret  Copeland,  Margaret  Ander.soh,  Sal- 
ly Gatewood,  Mary  Clay,  Lucy  Gwathmey,  Imuisia 
Mayo,  Mrs.  Gcrrai-<1,  'Mrs.  Gibson,  Miss  Green, 
Mary  Davis,  Thomas  Frazier,  a ymith,  Jane  Wade, 
a yoimg  woman,  Mrs.  William  Cooke  and  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Stephenson^  Afrs.  Covert  and  child. 
Fatsey  Griffin,  Fanny  Goff,  a wmman  of  culour, 
Betsey  Johnson,  a woman  of  color,  free,  Philadel 
phia,  do.— iviissing. 

■Monroe- Ward— Mrs.  Taylor  Braxton,  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Pace,  Mrs.  Jerrod,  James  ^Valdon,  Miss 
Elliot  from  N.  Kent,  Mrs.  Gal  lego,  A1  Us  Conyers, 
Lieut.  James  Gibbon,  Mrs.  Thomas  Wilson,  Miss 
Maria  Nelson,  Miss  Alary  Page,  Miss  lAiforest, 
Mr.  Aim erine  Marshal. 

following  letter  from  a gentleman  in  Riclimond 
toAf.  Clav,  esq. -a  representative  from  Virginia,- 
'gives  an  impressive  account  of  the  dreadful  ca- 
tastrojxhe, 

RicKAroxT),  December  27. 
.hare  a- tale  of  horror  to  tell — prepare  to 
hear  of  the- most  ;'.wriil  calauiity  that  ever  plungeda 
whole  city  in  . o affiic:  ion.  Yes,  all  Richmond  is  irj 
t.ear.sr  children  have  lost  their  parents,  parents  have 
lost  their  children.  Yeslerduy  a beiaved  daughter 
gladdened,  my  heart  wi  h her  innocent  smiles;  to- 
dav  she  is.  in  He'.iven!  God  gave  Irer  to  me,  and 
— yes,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  her 
from  me.  O!  sir,  feel  for  me,  and  not  for  me  only; 
.arm  yours, elf  with  fortitude  while  I dUcli^aige  the 
mourntul  duty  of  telling  you  that  you  have  to  feel 
also  for  )om'sclf.  Yes,  for  it  mu.st  be.lold,  you 
also  were  the  father  of  gu.  aniiul'ie  daughter,  now 
like  my  beloved  child,  gone  to  join  her  mother  in 
,Heaven. 

How  can  words  represent  what  one  night,  one 
]f>itrrof  inuitteiable  hojTor_,  h^ia  denote  overwlielm 


a hundred  families  with  grief  and  dcapalr.  sir 
impossible.  My  eyes  beheld  last  night  wh.il*  ik» 
tongue,  no  pen  can  describe— honors  tliat  language 
has  no  term.s  to  represent. 

Last  night  we  were  all  at  the  theatre;  every 
fiirndv  in  Riclnnond,  or,  at  iea-t,  a very  large  pro'^ 
portion  of  them,  were  thero— the  house  was  uncom- 
monly full— V, lien,  dreadftil  to  relate,  the  scenery' 
took  fire,  spread  rapidly  al>ove,  ascending  in  vo- 
lumes of  flame  and  smoke  into  the  upper  part  of  the 
buildings,  wlience  a moment  after  ii  descended  to 
torce  a passage  through  the  pit  and  boxes.  In  two 
minutes  the  whole  audience  were  enveloped  in  hot' 
scordiing  smoke  and  flame. 

Ti  m lights  were  all  extingui.shed  by  the  black  and 
smothering  vapor;  cries,  .shrieks,  conaision  and 
despair  .sjicceeded.-  A moment  of  inexpressible 
horror!  Nothing,  I can  say,  can  paint  the  awfuL. 
shocking,  maddening,  scene.  The  images  of  both 
ray  dear  children  were  before  mo,  but  I <^03  rem.oy- 
edby  an  impassible  crowd  from  the  dear  sufferei-s- 
The  youngest  (with  gi-atitude  to  heaven  I wnte  itV 
sprang  towai-ds  the  voice  of  her  p.ipa,  I'eached  my 
assisting  band,  and  was  extricated  from  the  over- 
whelming  mass  that  soon  choaked  tlie  passage  by 
me  stairs:  but  no  efforts  could  avail  me  to  reach, 
or  even  gain  sight  of  the  other;  and  my  deal-,  dear,. 
Margaret,  and  your  sweet  Alary,  with  her  com- 
panions, Miss  Gwathmey  and  Aliss  Gatewood, 
passed  together  and  at  once  into  a happier  world. 
Judp  my  feelings  by  yoiu*  own,  when  I found  that 
neitheir  they  nor  my  beloved  sister  appeared  upow 
the  stairs.  First  one,  and  then  another  and  aho-^ 
t!<er,  I helped  down;  hoping  every  moment  t# 
seize  the  hand  of  my  dear  child— but  no,  no,  I wa* 
not  destined  to  have  that  happiness.  O,  to  see  so 
so  many  amiable  helpless  females  trydng  to  stretch 
to  me  their  imploring  hands,  crying  “save  me^ 
sir!  oil,  sir,  save  me//  save  me!!!”  Oh  God! 
eternity  cannot  banish  that  spectacle  of  horror  from 
my  recollection.  Some  friendly  unknown  hand 
dryged  me  from  the  scene  of  flame  and  death— 
&nd  on  gaining  the  open  air,  to  my'^  infinite  consola- 
tion, I found  my  sister  had  thrown  liei-self  from  the 
upper  window'  and  was  saved— yes,  thanks  be  'to'Gcd 
saved  where  fifty  otiiers  in  a simiiar  attempt,  broke 
tlieir  necks  or  were  crushed  to  death  by  those  wh* 

fell  on  them  from  the  samch eighth.  ■ 

Oil,  sir,  you  can  have  no  "idea  of  the  general 
consternation — tlie  universal  grief  that  peiwades 
this  city— -but  why' do  I spe:tk  of  that?  I scarcely 
know  wliat  I write  to  you.  Farewell.  In  haste  and 
In  deep  affliction.  ' >- 


Twelfth  Congress. 
IN  SENATE.  ' 


Monday',  December  30.— The  president  commu- 
nicated the  resolalion  of  tne  legislative  council  and 
house  of  representative.s  of  the  Afississippi  Territb- 
’rv,,in  general  assembly, 'approving  of  the  cour^ 
pursued  by  the  general  government  towards  the 
belligerent  powers  of  Fuiof  e,- and  pledging  them- 
'^olves  to  support  the  .administration  iti  its  efforts  to 
obtain  justice  from  the  oflending  natlom  wiiich  was 
ead. 

Air.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resoh  ed;  that  tfce  moivbers  of  this  house  will 
v-cai'  cra}>eon  the  left  turn  for  one  month  in'  testi- 
uonyof  tlie  nalional  i-e.spect  and  sorrow  for  tlie 
unfortunate  persons  Who  'perished  in  the  city  of 
Richmond  ill  A iiginia,  on  tlic  night  ofllie  2^1i  of 
present  rabnllf.. 
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ft6USE  OF  REPUESBNTATIVE9. 

. Friday,  December  27.-7.Mr.  NeUon  pre.^ented  the 
■Jjetition  of  .sUikIi-y  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  ierEito- 
ry,  praj'ing'  that  tlie  second  grade  of  territorial  go- 
vci'nment,  may  he  extended  to  the  inliabitants  of 
said  territory. 

Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inliabihints  of  the  Mississippi  terrilory,  praying  that 
the  said  territory  inav  beadmitted  into  the  union  as 
a state;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  com- 
jnittce  of  tlie  whole  house,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  that  territory  to  form  a constitution  and 
state  government. 

Mr.  Wiliiams,  from  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
Pie  president’s  mes.sage  which  relates  to  filling  the 
y;>.nks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  reg^ilar 
troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force, — to  whom  was  re- 


It  is  a great  national  cal;anit}'. 

I well  know  that  on  such  occasions,  grief,  altho' 
keen,  is  unavailing — !liat  tlie  decrees  ofthtc.ire  irre- 
vokable  and  ought  to  be  sul)iniLted  to  with  humili- 
ty. In  order,  however,  to  testify  the  respect  and  sor- 
row which  this  nation  feels  for  the  deceased,  .and  to 
Di*OA  e that  wes)  mpat!ii/.e  V.  i li  the  afflicted,  withont 
further  co!)ur.ent  oii  this  painful  subject,  1 beg  ieave 
to  offer  the  following-  resolutioii  : 

licsolved.  That  tlie  members  of  this  house,  tvill 
wear  crape  on  the  left  ;;rm  for  one  month,  in  testi-s 
mony  of  the  re.spect  and  sorrow  which  they  feel  for 
those  unfortunate  persons  who  perished  in  tlic  fire 
in  tiieci'v  of  Richmond  in  Virginia,  on  the  night  of 
tiie  ^Glli  of  December. 

This  resolution  w-as  imauimourdy  adopted. 

Mr.  Mitchill  prcoented  a pe’irion  of  .sundry  inha- 


f erred  tlie  bill  from  the  senate  “authorising  the  ])re- 1 hitants  of  Orange  c nmtv,  New-York,  praying  tlie 
sident  of  the  U.  Statss  to  raise  certain  companies  aid  an<l  patronage  of  the  geiicral  g-overnment  in  the 


of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
tJ.  States,”  reported  the  same  without  amendnieut, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a committee 
•f  the  whole  house  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  tlie  conimitteo  of  foreigm  rela- 
Vions,  to  wiiom  was  referred  the  billtrom  the  senate. 


cultivation  of  hemp;  and 

Mr.  Condit  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  iron,  in  the  state  of  New-Jer.sey, 
praying  that  additional  dutie.s  may  he  laid  on  the 
importation  into  tlic  United  Suites  on  bar  iron,, 
castings,  nails,  &c.  Tiiese  petitions  v/crc  referred 


“to  raise  %n  additional  military  force,”  reported  tlie  | to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufacinres. 
same  with  an  amendment,  wliich  mcis  read,  and,  to-  Mr.  Mon-ow  presented  tiie  petition  of  sundry  in^’ 


getber  with  the  bill,  was  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee  of  the  whole  liousc  on  the  stale  of  the  union. 

Tlie  bill  to  continue  in  force  to  a further  time  the 
fir.st  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act  turther  to 
protect  tlm  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
§taies  against  the  Rarbary  powers,”  was  r«ad  the 
tl) Ird  time,  and  p '.ssed. 

The  bill  directing  the  terms  on  wlilch  lands  sold 
at  priv^ate  sale,  and  tiiat  revert  for  failure  in  payment 
aiiall  afpiinbe  sold,  was  read  .a  third  time  and  passed. 

Tiie’liouse  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  th.e 
wl'.ole,  Mr.  Basset  in  the  dudr,  on  the  bill  to  make 
additional  allowance  to  fi'C  post  master  general.— 
Gonsideruble  debate  took  place  on  this  bill;  but 


habitants  of  Cincinnati,  Oh.io,  praying  that  addi- 
tional duties  may  be  laid  on  liemp  imported  into 
the  Touted  States. 

Mr,  l\')indexter  pre.se;ite:l  a resolution,  similar  to 
that  this  day  presetited  to  the  senate,  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  Alississippi  territory;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  tiie  table. 

.Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  coumiittee  of  ways  andC 
means,  made  a report  on  the  several  petitions  of  tiie 
collectors  of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  Norfolk, 
Plymouth,  (.Massachusetts)  P»al  imore,  and  of  the 
naval  odicer  of  the  port  of  Philadelpiiia,  referred 
during  Uie  present  se.ssion;  wiiicii  was  read;  and 

Leave  being  given,  Mr.  Br.con  presented  a bill  ii 


be.mre  it  terminated,  the  committee  rose,  reported  j,ddi lion  to  “an  act  to  establish  the  compensa' i ns 
progress  and  obtainecl  leave  to  sit  again.  of  the  officers  emplovcd  in  the  col  ec lion  of  the 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday.^  _ duties  on  imports  and  tonage;  which  was  re.id 

. jyfonddf/,  December  30. — Soon  al  ter  the  journal  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 
was  reatl,  Mr.-Dawson  ro.se  and  addressed  the  chair,  committee  of  the  wliole  house  on  Thursday  next. 
Tlie  lowness  of  liis  voice,  owing  to  recent  in.lispo- j tvir.  Morrow',  from  the  committe  on  public 
ftition,  prevented  our  hearing  iin;i  distinctly;  but  | lands,  p-rc.'.e.-ited  a bill  to  ascertain  and  establiaii  the 
his  observations  were  :i?.i  ly  as  follows  : j vvestern  boundary  of  the  tracts  reserved  for  the  sa- 


Y?r.  Spe  iker — Virginia,  my  parent  state,  has  long 
to.,  r.icmt  the  loss  of  some  of  her  most  valuable 
sons  ai  d imable  dangliters,  who  on  the  night 
of  the  26tu  of  tji,e  presept  mouth,  met  tlieir  un 
timely  vis. 

Among  those  who  peris^icd  in  the  uame.s,  in  the 
metropolis  of  that  state,  on  ttiat  sad  night,  were 
the  chief  magistratxi  of  the  .state,  and  a ge.itlemaiU 
well  knowm  to  many  of  us,  and  who  for  years  iield 
an  honorable  station  in  this  house.  Some  of  the 
moat  raluable  and  prominent  characters  in  tlieir 
profession,  and  others  who  promised  ere  long  to 
be  ornamaits  to  tlieir  country.  ^Yith  these,  sir, 


tbfying  the  militaiyv  bounties  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  the  coutinenUd  csta- 
bli.shment;  w'hich  was  read  the-  first  ami  second 
time  and  committed  to  a committee  of  tiie  wiiole 
house. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  apnoinfed  on 
that  part  of  the  president’s  message  wliich  relates 
to  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments 
ofthe  regular  troops  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  re- 
ported (in  [Kirt)  a bill  supplementary  to  “atr  act 
more  efiectually  to  provide  for  tlie  national  defence 
by  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  tlie 
United  States”  and  to  “an  act  making  provi.sion  for 


was  the  rising  ofispringf  of  one  of  our  ^ 

most  valuable  membei-s,  and  many  other  amiable  United  StaWs;”  wliibii  wuis  read  the  first  and 


and  virtuous  v/oaieti  who  adorned  and  improved 
society. 

These,  sir,  witii  many  others  have  fallen  victims 
ta  that  unrelenting  element,  notwithstamling'  the 
bold  and  generous  eSbrts  w’hich  -were  made  to  sai  e 
them. 

Theii’  ashes  arc  now  mingled  wdth  the  dust— and 
their  spirits  have  ascended  to  heaven. 


♦Mr.  Venable. 


t Daughter  to  :>jU-;gIay., 


second  time,  ;uid  committed  to  a committee  ofthe 
whole  house. 

Mr.  VvTight  moved  that  the  house  do  come  to  the 
following  re.solution: 

Re.solved,  Tliat  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a bill  for  the  protection,  recoveiy  afid  indemni- 
fication of  American  seamen. 

riurrcscluLibu  wu.sread  and  ordered  to  li’  on. the- 
table. 


3asr 


THt;  WEEKLY  UEGISTER— C0X&HE3S. 


The  house  resolved  itselfmto  a committee  of  the 
\rhole  on  the  bill  authorising  tire  president  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volun- 
teer military  corps;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  iVIr.  Ma- 
con reported  that  the  committee  had  had  the  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  some  progress  there- 
in and  directed  him  to  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which 
was  granted. 

Additional  *MiUtary  Force.— house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
bill  from  the  senate  “to  raise  an  additional  military 
force” and  the  amendment  reported  thereto,  by  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations;  and  after  some 
lime  spent  therein,  the  speaker  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Bret  kenridge  reported,  tliat  the  commit- 
tee had  had  the  bill  and  amendment  under  conside 
ration*  and  made  some  progress  threin,  and  dix*ect- 
ed  him  to  ask  leave  to  sit  again;  which  was  grant- 
ed by  the  house. 

Tnetday^  December  31. — After  some  petitions  for 
tlaims  had  been  presented, 

Mr.  Poindexter  called  for  the  censideratiPn  of  the 
resolution  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table 
Some  days  ago,  calling  upon  the  president  for  in- 
fcrmation,  whether  any  negociation  benow  pend- 
ing  between  the  U.  States  and  Spain  or  any  other 
powei’,  respecting  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
that  part  of  the  country  of  which  possession  was 
taken  by  virtue  of  the  president’s  picclamation  of 
October,  1810,  &c.  which  was  agi-eed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  president 
tlierewith. 

On  motion  of  Jlr.  Kent,  the  following  rbsolution 
was  adopted 

Resolvedi  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  FCqucsled  to  cause  to  be  laid  belb’re  this  house  in- 
forraation,  whether  tobacco  the  growth  of  the  U. 
States  is  admitted  inlo  Holland^  and  if  adnuited 
Vh ether  the  administration  or  regie  on  that  article 
as  it  exists  in  France,  extends  to  Holland,  and  the 
llanseatic  tow'ns,  and  whether  the  tariff  in  llolland 
is  the  same  as  that  in  France. 

The  house,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  re- 
aolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Breckenridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  froin  the 
senate,  to  raise  an  additional  military  force;  when 

IMr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  that  the  committee 
ri'^e  and  have  leave  to  sit  again,  in  order  to  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  authoriilng  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies 
6f  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of' 
the  United  States;  as,  from  information  receiv- 
•d,  it  was  probable  that  this  force  would  be  immedi- 
ately wanted.  Serious  apprehensions  being  euteiv 
tained  of  renewed  hostilities  .from  tire  Indian  tribes 

our  frontier. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly;  and  the  house 
resolved  into  a committee  of  the  wliole  on  the  pro 
posed  bill,  Mr.  Stanford  in  the  chair.  The  bill  was 
tone  through,  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Tile  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  incoxn- 
tnittee  oftlie  whole  of  the  bill  to  raise  an  addition- 
al military  force;  when 

Mr.  Clay  (the  sneaker)  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  the  following  proviso;  “Provided,  however, 
that  Officers  for  eight  regiments  only  sludl  be  ap- 
pprnted,  until  three  fourths  of  the  privates  of  such 
eight  regiments  shall  be  enlisted,  when  the  officers 
fc»‘  die  remaining  f^ve  regi.nents  shall  be  appoint- 
ee!” Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  chairman  was  about  to  put  the  qucition  on 
tbo  committee’;#  risiuT;  wlicn 


[Mr.  Olay’s. Speech.] 

Mr.  Clay  observed,  that  when  the  jt;b;cct  of  rais- 
ing an  additional  military  force  had  been  di^cuysed 
some  days  past,  it  was  the  pleasureo.  the  bouse  not 
to  deliberate  upon  it  in  committee  of  the  whole. — 
He  should  not  complain  of  this  course  of  proceed- 
ing, nor  indeed  of  any  other  which  thev  might  tidnk 
fit  to  take  on  any  other  occasion;  but  .be  cllect  had 
been  to  preclude  him,  who  now  had  the  honor  to 
address  the  chair,  from  participating'  in  debate;  tVon\ 
taking  upon  him  that  shareof  responsibility  foruu-a- 
sures  which  it  had  become  important  o adopt  ut  the 
present  moment;  a responsibility  from  which  he 
should  never  shrink  at  any  period,  or  on  any  sub- 
ject He  owed  it  to  himself,  to  his  constituents,  to 
his  country,  to  express,  on  this  occadon,  Ids  views 
of  the  great  interests  involved  in  the  bill  under  cor.- 
sidcratioiT. 

The  first  question  which  presented  itself,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  bill,  was  as  to  the  quantum  of  force 
which  it  proposed  to  raise.  Was  it  too-lurge  or  too 
small;  too' strong  or  too  weak.^  The  contemplated 
army  was,  to  his  mind,  too  great  for  peace;  and  he 
was  tearful,  far  as  it  w'as  above  the  wishes  of  seme 
of  those  V ith  vhom  he  generally  had  the  ho;  or  to 
act,  that  it  was  too  small  for  tlie  purposes  of  war.-— 
The  bill  provided  for  the  raising  of  twenty  live 
thousand  tnwps;  the  bill  recently  passed,  was  in- 
tended to  complete  the  enlistment  for  six  thousand 
more.  The  wdiole  w’ould  amouvit  to  tidriy  or.c 
thousand.  Deducting  for  sickness,  to  wh  en  r:i  .v 
I troops  were  pecuiiiu'ly  exposed,  and  for  o'clici  ddi- 
cicncies,  a reasonable  number  of  these  troops,  and 
to  give  the  mo.st  favorable  result,  we '^hcul  A not 
raise  by  botli  bills  more  , than  twenty'or  tv/euty  hve 
thousand  effective  men.  Could  yi  cousitry  bbuitd- 
less  in  extent,  with  a numerous  line  of  torts,  ;md 
garrisons,  liable  to  invasions  and  predatory  incur- 
sions  at  every  ]3oint,  be  defended,'  and  at  die  same 
time  a war  carried  on,  by'  a less  number  of  regulars 
than  twenty  five  thousand?  If  the  legislative  cotin- 
eiis  did  err  in  such  a.  case,  they’  ougiit  to  err  on  the 
side  of  safely  and  vigor.  The  quest  ion  was — will  you 
embai'k  in  a wai’  which  shall  be  feeble  and  protract- 
ed to  a gTeatlengch  of  time,  or  will  you  make  a vi- 
gorous stroke  and  put  an  end  to  this  territorial  war 
at  once?  Canada  is  the  ;ivovved  object.  Suppose  you 
conquer  Upper  Canada,  you  rau^-t  leave  menbeliind 
to  Lohi  it,  when  you  mai  d i to  Qaebect  Yout  rear 
must  bo  ]ir< itOGteil ; it  would  be  a new  mode  of  wai*- 
farc  to  leave  it  unprotected!  fflentlemen  would  be 
deceived,  if  they  calculated  upon  thertreason  oi  the 
Canadian  people.  Wfll;  sir,'  y'ou  lay  siegie.to''  Que- 
g’arri.soned,  he  was  informeel,  by  seven  or  eight 


bcc,  „ . 

Liiousund , British  ibi oes;'  you  must  have'  at  least 
double  that  uuinber  'to  take  ’possession  hf  tlie  place.- 
Suppo.se  Quebec  reduced;  high  as  was  his  Geftse  of 
tlie  valor  of  his  countrymen,  he  did  not  believe  that 
militia  or  volunteers  could  be  obtained  toyetain 
it  K.r  as  long  a -period  as  would  be  necessary.  But 
in  r«e.sj>ect  to  ilie  question  of  economy,  he  con- 
ceived that  it  would  be  more  cx])edient  to  raise  a 
large  force  at  oncCv  With  an  army  of  twenty  five 
buusand  men,llie  territorial  war  would  probably  ter- 
minate in  one  year:  w'hile  it  would  last,  waged  with 
eiglit  or  ten  tiiousand  iroops,  three  or  four  years.— 
lie  said  the  territorial  war;  for  he  was  aware,  that 
for  years  after  tlie  enemy  shouldbe  cU-iven  Tioai  the 
provinces,  hostiiilics  might  be  prosecuted  on  the 
ocean.  So  much  for  the  quantum  of  the  proposed 
force.  Were  he  t ; amplify,  as  well  as  he  might;, 
were  he  to  draw  t extensively,  on  the  patience  of 
the  committee,  111*^1  Ihight  fog!  disposed  to  protest' 
hL  duf}. 
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advanced  to  the  consideration  of  the  jiatnve  of 
♦he  troops.  Our  republican  jealousies;  our  love  oF 
.tibertv;.Uie  dai^ger  armies,  were  themes 

which  had  beeti  successfuliy  touched,  in  discussinpf 
the  subject  before  the  comimttec,  at  k.u>t  so  far  as 
tlreir  teeling'.s  tvcre concerned,  ho'vcver  little  w'elght 
they  mig-ht  J>ave  produced  on  their  jildirment.  He 
did  ot  stand  on  tiuit  door  as  the  advocate  of  stand- 
ing’ rmies  in  times  of  peace;  but  when  war  becomes 
esse  nial,  he  was  the  advocate  of  raising-  able  and 
vigormis  armies  to  insure  its  success.  The  dang-er 
of  armies  in  peace  arose  from  their  idleness  anddis- 
sipatiom  their  corrupted  liahits  which  n\f»uklcd 
them  to  the  will  ofambithius  chieftains.  We  had 
been  the  subject  of  abuse  for  years  by  tourists 
tlu’ougii  this  country,  whediei- on  liorsebackor  on 
foot,  in  prose,  or  in  poetry;  but  r.lthouj^i  wo  miight 
not  have  cxhibitCvl  as  nuinv-  great  instances  of  dij>co- 
veries  and  Impi-ovenients  in'sciencc,  vs  the  long  es- 
lahlisJicd  nations  of  Europe,  tlic  m.'uss  of  .>ai-  people 
possessed  more  gesieral  poiihCal  information  than 
any  people  on  carLlt;  such  information  was  iiniver- 
sally  diffused  among  us.  This  circtinistance  was 
One  security  against  the  ambition  of military  leaders. 
Auothier  b;u-rier  was  derived  from  tlie  extent  of 
the  country,  ai-.d  the  millions  of  people  sprciid  over 
i-s  fr.ee.  Paris  wa.s  taken,  and  ail  Prance  conse- 
quently suh-jugateti.  London  inight  be  subdtied, 
f.nd  El  gland  would  fall  before  the  conqueror.  Hut 
the  population  and  strength  of  tliis  country  were 
<vn;:cen1  rat  ed  in  no  one  place.  Philadelphia 'migiit 
ht  invadeci;  New  Vork  or  Poston  might  fall;  every 
se.  pore  mjgtit  be  taken;  but  tlic  country  would  re- 
main ^'ce.  The  whole  of  our  ten-itory  on  thi.s 
side  of  tlie  Alleglcmy  might  be  invaded;  still  liberty 
AVould  not  be  subdued.  We  have  or  would  soon 
have  eighteen,  state  g’overnments,  capable  and  pos- 
ses-ing  tlic  right  to  apply  tlicir  immense  pecuniary 
und  phy.sical  military  resources  to' oppose  any  dar- 
i.-.g  ivsuiper  who  might  attempt  to  prostrate  our  li- 
ib®Hiej.  Tiie  nail  >nal  g'overnnient;  one  or  more 
of  tlie  state  sovereignties,  might  be  annihihked;  the 
counlp'  would  > et  be  safe.  We  possessed  another 
security  against  the  dangers  of  armies  in  the  great 
l.'ody  ot  militia.  He  hoped  to  God  that  ere  long  be 
.should  sec  every  man  proudly  shoulder  a mu.sket  to 
defend  his  liberties.  Massachusetts  at  this  time  pre- 
sented the  noble  spectacle  of  fifty  or  siv<'y  tliousand 
Oi  lier  citizens  with  ;u-ms  in  their  hands,  ready  to 
}H)int  tlitir  bayonets  to  the  breast  of  any  ttn-ant  who 
TD-ight  attempt  to  crush  their  freedom.  And  with 
all  the.se  securities,  do  gentlemen  seriously  appre- 
hend danger  from  a pitiful  army  of  2o  or  30,000  menf 
He  trustted  not 

Tire  honorable  gentleman  proceede^l  to  present 
his.  view$  on  this  bill,  as  it  involved  the  important 
question  of  war.  And  here  lie  must  beg  leave  to 
cUffev  with  those  gentiemen  wiiofuid  tlioiight  it  im 
propp  to  debate  upon  war  in  the  face  of  day.  It 
Was  impossible  to  conceal  tlie  measures  of  prepara- 
tion, for  war.  Had  .geutlemcneverknownofuwar 
. I>etv  e^  i* ranee  and  Russia,  for  example,  wicliout 
receiving  accounts  ofits  bein.g  meditated  for  weeks 
and  mouths  before  it  actually  took  place.?  You 
might  pass  your  laws  in  secret;  but  you  could  not 
secretly  execute  tliem.  Men  must  be' raised;  could 
tney  be  enlisted  in  the  dark.?  He  lelt  no  difficulty 
on  this  point  ’ 

Gentlemen  had  enquired,  what  would  be  gained 
hv  the  contemplated  war.?  Sir,  1 ask,  in  turn,  what 
will  you  not  lose  by  your  mongrel  state  of  p.eace 
With  Great  Britain.?  Do  you  expept  to  gain  any, 
thing  m a p€caaiajy  view?  i^o,  air.  , kt  yottr 


treasmy  reports.  You  now  receive  oniv  six  milU 
ons  of  revenue  annually;  and  this  amount  must 
be  di.iuni.?hed  in  the  same  proportion  as  tlie  rigor- 
ous execution  of  the  orders  in  council  shall  itioraa.'ie. 
Detbrs  tlieje  orders  e.xisted,  you  received  six- 
teen millions.  You  lose  then  to  the  amo’int  of 
ten  Tniliions  of  revenue  per  annual  by  your  present 
peace.  A war  would  probably  produce  t!ie.  repeal 
of  tlie  orders  in  council;  and  your  reveuiie  \yould 
be  restored;  your  commerce  would  uourish;  your 
wealth  and  prosperity  would  advance.  B it  certain 
gentlemen  tell  us  to  repe.il  the  non- importation,  ami 
then  we  sliall  have  commerce  and  reyeuue.  Admit 
that  we  could  be  guilty  of  so  gross  an  .utof  perfidy; 
after  we  have  voluntarily  pledged  our  tait.h  to  that 
power  which  should  revoke  its  hostile  edicts,  to  -en- 
forcu  against  its  enemy  this  non-importation;  admit 
lliis;  repeal  your  law;  and  what  will  bo  ti'ie  conse- 
quence.?  You  wdll  praseiiL  the  .strange  phenomenon 
of  an  iuipoid  without  ;m  export  trade.  You  will 
become  bankrupt,  if  you  should  thus  cai-ry  on  a 
trade.  Where  would  your  produce  find  vent.?  Un- 
der the  British  t/rdefs,  you  camuiot  send  it  to  th» 
markets  of  continental  Europe.  Will  Great  Bri- 
tain take  3'our  exports.?  She  lias  no  market  for  them; 
her  people  can  find  use  for  only  a small  portion  of 
them.  By  a Gontinuance  of  this  peu^e,  then,  we 
should  .lose  our  commerce,  our  character,  and  a 
nation’s  best  atti-ibute,  our  honor.  \ war  would 
give  Its  Goiumerce  and  character;  and  we  should  en- 
joy the  proud  conscloasuc.is  of  having  descharged. 
our  highest  duty  to  our  country. 

But  England  it  seems  is  fighting  the  battles  of 
mankind;  and  we  are  a.sked,  shall  we  weaken  her' 
magnanimous  efforts.?  For  argument’s  sake,  let 
US  concede  the  fact,  that  the  French  emperor  is  aim- 
ing at  universal  empire;  can  Great  Britain  chal- 
lenge our  sympatliies,  when,  iivstead  of  putting 
forth  her  arms  to  protect  the  world,  she  has  , con- 
verted the  war  into  a mean  of  self-ag.gTandizcmeiit; 
’.vhen,  under  pretence  of  defendin.g  them,  she  lias 
destroyed  tlie  commerce  apd  trampled  on  the  rights 
of  every  nation;  when  shj  jlas  attempted  to  aiini- 
iiihite  every  vestige  of  the  public  maritime  code  of 
which  she  jirofessed  to  be  the  championP  Sliall  we 
bear  the  cuffs  aud  scoffs  of  British  arrogance,  be- 
cause we  may  entertain  chimerical  fears  of  Fi-ench 
subjug.itio.i?  Shall  we  swallow  the  potion  of  British 
poison,  lest  we  may  be  presented  with  the  imperial 
ciosc.^  Are  W'e  called  upon  to  bow  to  the  mandates 
of  royal  insolence,  as  a preparation  to  contend 
against  Gallic  usurpation.?  Wiioever  leainiad  in  the 
school  of  base  submission,  the  lessons  of  noble 
freedom,  and  courage,  jind  independence.?  Look  at 
Spain.  Did  she  secure  her  independence  by  sub- 
mitting, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  dictates  of  im- 
perial usurjiations.?  No,  sir  If  she  had  resisted 
the  first  in trusipa-i  info  her  couhcil.s,  her  monarch 
would  not  at  this  time  be  a.  miserable  victim  in  the 
dungeoiis  of  Marseilles.  VVe  cannot  secure  olir  in- 
dependence oh  one  power,  by  a dastardly  subrai'ssioh 
to  the  will  of  another.  But  look  at  our  own  history. 
Our  ancestors  of  the  revoliuioh  resisted  the  nr.it 
encraachfnents  of  British  fyfanny.  Tiiey  foresaw 
that  by  submitting*  to  pay  an  illegal  tax,  contempti- 
ble as  that  tax  was  in  itself^  their  liberties  would  ul- 
timately be  subverted  Consider  tlie  progress  of  the 
present  di.»putes  with  England.  For  what  .were 
you  contending  the  other  day?  For, the  indirect  co- 
. lonial  carrying  trade.  That  has  vanished.  For  what 
tU’C  you  now  delibcrathig?  Fbr  tlie  direct  export 
and  . import  trade;  the  trade  in  your  own  cotbo^^ 
(«ir9  tiu^.up^  Wf 
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iHrw  you  must  take  up  arins  for  your  ri.i^lit  to  pass 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans;  from  tlio  upper 
country  on  James  River  to  Richinonrl.  Sir,  when 
did  submission  to  one  wrong'  induce  an  advei'sarvto 
cease  his  encroachments  on  the  partv  submitting: — 
Butjmu  are  told  you  oug'lit  only  to  go  to  mmi-  when 
your  territory  is  invaded.  How  mucli  belter  than 
invasion  is  the  blocking  of  your  very  ports  and  har- 
bors; insulting  your  towns;  plundering  vour  mcr- 
ehants,  and  scouring  your  coasts?  If  your  fields  arc 

^ «iT*r»  -f  ]'i  in  n I f I 'vin  li  i 


arms,  pferisli  in  manfully  fighting  their  battle*, 
while  they  would  mc;mly  cling  to  ihcirplaces?  But 
he  could  not  pcr  uiade  himself  that  the  nation  would 
i-'c  ungrateful.  He  was  convinced  that  when  they 
! knew  that  their  government  had  been  strictly  im- 
1 partial  towards  the  lielligerents — for  surely  no 
g’feiuleman  in  that  house  could  be  .so  base  as  to  as- 
cril'e  partiality  or  other  improper  motives  to  them 
— —when  the}'  perceived  tlie  sincere  and  perse- 
ing  exertions  of  their  gorernuient  to  preserve 


ver; 

surrounded,  arc  they  in  a better  conditi in  than  if j peace;  they  would  continue  to  adiierc  to  them. 


invaded?  When  the  murderer  is  at  your  d'jor,  will  j even  in  an  unsuccessful  war  to  dcfeo.d  their  rights; 


3'ou  meanly  skulk  to  your  cells?  Or  will  you  boldh 
©ppose  him  at  his  entrance? 

He  could  wish  the  past  tvere  buried  in  oblivion. 
But  we  could  not  shut  our  eyes.  The  other  day, 
the  pretence  for  the  orders  in  councir  w;is  retalia- 
tion for  the  French  edicts.  The  existence  of  these, 
•diets  was  made  the  ground  o.^  sir  Wiitiain  Scott, 
for  the  condemnation  of  the  Fox  and  others.'  It 
would  be  recollected  that  sir  William  had  delayed 
Kis  sentence  in  the  celebrated  case,  that  ])i’oof  of 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  might  be  j)roduced. 
It  was  produced  Nevertheless  the  condemnatiorL 
look  place.  But  the  plea  of  retaliation  had  given 
way  to  o+hef  prete.xts  and  otlier  claims.  To  tiie 
astonishment  of  all  mankind,  the  British  envoy 
has  demanded  as  a preliminary  to  the  revocation  of 
the  orders  in  council,  that  the  United  States  .shall 
cause  the  continental  ports  to  be  opened  foi’  tlie  ad- 
mission of  British  manufactures!  You  are  required 
to  compel  France  to  repeal  her  municipal  code  it- 
self ! Sir,  these  are  some  of  tlie  motive.s  of  1 heBritish 
hostility  towards  your  commerce.  She  sickens  at 
yo-ii-  prosperity;  she  is  jealous  of  you;  .she  dreads 
y )ur  rivalshipon  the  ocean.  If  you  doubt  this  lool 


to  assert  their  honor,  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  country.  But  his  ideas  of  duty  were  such, 
that  when  his  righis  were  invaded,  he  must  ad- 
vance to  their  defence,  let  what  might  be  tl.e  con- 
sequence; even  if  deaLii  itself  were  to  be  his  certain 
fate. 

The  honorable  member  concluded  with  an  apolo- 
gy for  having  trespassed  so  long  upon  the  padence 
of  the  committee.  He  tru.sted  that  he  liad  fully  es- 
tabli.shed  these  three  positions:  that  the  quantum  of 
the  force  proposed  by  the  bill  was  not  too  great  — 
that  its  Ucature  was  such  as  the  contemplated  'war 
called  for;  and  that  the  object  of  t.he  war  was  jus  ' 
tified  by  every- consideration  of  justice,  of  interest, 
of  honor,  and  love  of  country.  Unless  that  object 
were  attained  by  peaceful  means,  lie  hoped  th.at  v.'ar 
would  be  waged  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Clay  was  folio  vved  by  Mr.  Widgery,  wlio  sjKike 
in  favor  of  the  volunteer  corps,  as  being  preferable 
to  regular  troops,  and  Mr.  Boyd  against  raising  so 
large  a number  of  men,  and  in  favor,  if  po.ssible,  of 
maintaining  tliecountiy  in  peace. 

The  committee  ro.se  and  reported  the  bill,  with 
the  amendments;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
at  your  trade  in  1806.  Tourtrade  with  England  was  having  arrived,  the  house  deciined  t:Jdng  up 

t velve  or  thirteen  millions  in  her  favor.  We  bought  . 

fiftv  miUions  worth  of  her  manufiicturcs,  and  sup-j  The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  aco:nmumca- 
” ' ■ ■■  - - - tion  fTOm  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  con uuri mg 

j an  estimate  of  the  expences  for  the  year,  1812,  and 
I a statement  ofthe  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
How  \v:;s  our  trade  i France  and  HcdlaVul?  | year;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
Our  exports  to  both  these  countries  amoun'ed  to  { orderea  to  be  prui.ed,  Ad- 


paed  her  with  the  raw  inaterirds  for  those  very  ma 
nufacrures.  We  furnished  her  with  t!m  nccessra-iej 
accepted  he 


©f  life,  and  in  exchange 
\v:;s 


les 
luxuries.- 


eighteen  millions,  our  imnorts  to  twenty  five  millions 
— Consider  the  superiorin  in  trade  witli  u.s,  which 
Great  Britain  enjoyed  over  hei’  rival  would  she  have 
relinquished  that  .supci-jority,  would  sheluivc  given 
up  her  profitable  trade,  for  the  single  purpo.se  of 
humbling  that  of  her  antagonist?  Would  she  have  ha- 
zarded the  evils  of  a war  with  this  country  for  this 
object?  No,  sir,  she  .saw  in  your  numberless  .ships, 
whose  sails  spread  upon  every  sea;  she  perceived  in 
3’^ourlmndred  and  twenty  thousand  gallant  tars,  the 
seeds  of  a naval  force,  which  in  thirty  years,  would 
rival  her  on  her  own  element.  She  therefore  com- 
menced the  odious  system  of  impressment,  of  which 
no  language  can  paint  my  indignant  execration;  she 
dared  to  attempt  the  subversion  ofthe  personal  free- 
dom of  your  mariners.  She  aimed  at  depressing 
your  commerce,  wliich  she  foresaw  would  induce 
3’our  seamen  to  enter  her  service,  would  impair  the 
means  of  cherishing  your  navy,  of  protecting  and 
extending  your  commerce,  and  would  at  the  same 
time  raise  her  o vn  power. 

Sir,  we  are  told  this  government  is  not  calculated 
to  stand  the  sliock  of  war;  that  gentlemen  will 
lose  tlieir  scats  in  this  and  the  other  ^loiise;  that 
your  benches  will  be  filled  by  other  men,  who  aftei; 
you  have  carried  on  the  war,  will  make  for  you  an 
ignominious  peace.  He  could  not  believe  that  to 
retain  theii*  seats  was  the  extent  of  the  amor  patriot 
of  ;^uiUemen  in  this  house.  Could  they  let  the  ir 
u?  we  cotitiymcni  a payiess  and  14s  associates  ih 


journed. 

Wednesday y Jan.  1,  1812.  Mr.  Jennings,  pre- 
sented a petUioii  from  the  legislative  council  arid 
house  of  re'jn-esentatives  of  the  ln<li,g>a  territory, 
praying  lor  an  extension  of  the  election  franchise; 

Also  a petition  from  ilte  .same  bodies,  praying  to 
be  erected  into  an  independent  state.  Botli  petitions  ' 
were  referred. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  to  the  house,  sundry  reso- 
lutions adopted  lately  by  tb.e  legislature  of  Noflji 
Carolina,  approbatory  of  the  conduct  of  tlie  general  , 
government,  and  pledging  tlwm.selves  to  give  it  tiieir 
support  in  every  measure  wiiica  congress  may  deem 
necessary  in  niaiittainance  of  our  country’s  rights. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

I’he  speaker  laid  before  the  house,  a communi- 
cation from  tlie  secretary  of  the  navy,  contaimng  ah 
account  of  the  application  and  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney ill  that  department  for  the  past  year.  Referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Smilie  observed,  tliat  it  had  been  customary 
heretofore  for  the  two  houses  to  pay  their  re.spects 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  • 
day  of  the  new  year;  and  the  hour  for  doing  tliis" 
having  arrived,  he  moved  that  the  house  adjourn: 

The  yeas  and  nays  wei*e  called  on  this  motion, 
they  were  taken,  and  the  question  was  lost,  56  to  5^. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  house 
took  up  the  ameudmeats  of  the  comiftittee  of  th?. 
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'SvlmW  to  the  biH  from  the  senate  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force. 

Having' come  to  the  nmendment,  which  proposed 
that  the  officers  for  eig'lit  regiments  only  be  appoint- 
ed, nntil  tliree  fonrths  of  the  men  were  enlisted. 

Mr.  Burwell  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  the  words,  eig^ht  regiments  and  in.sert- 
ing  fsix- 

Mr.  Wright  hoped  this  amen-Iment  would  not  pre- 
wail.  He  considered  this  as  a war  measure;  audit 
we  were  to  econon>ize  in  tiiis  wav'  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  business,  he  sliotild  not  calculate  upon 
T)ur  acting  vrith  effect.  Our  country  was  too  impor- 
tant, and  our  risrhts  too  sacred,  to  jbe  frittering 
downmexsurcs  for  their  defence  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed. In  proportioii  (said  he)  as  the  commission- 
ed officers  are  apnointed,  will  the  recruiting  of  the 
men  progress.  These  officers  will  inspire  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  several  parts  of  the  country  from  which 
they  may  be  taken,  with  a military  spirit,  which 
will  induce  them  to  enlist  into  tlie  service,  lie 
liked  the  bill  better  before  it  had  received  its  pi*e- 
«ent  limitation  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  officers; 
but  as  the  committee  had  agreed  tims  to  amend  the 
l)ill,  he  did  not  wish  to  stir  the  subject  again.  lie 
lioped,  however,  the  reduction  would  not  be  carri- 
ed any  farther. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Burwell  and  a few  in 
»eply  by  Mr.  Wright,  tiie  amendment  was  agreed 
'to — ayes  57. 

Another  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  the 
yeas  andnays  called  upon  it — ^Lost  by  a larger  piu- 
^ority  than  before. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  considered,  and 
others  introduced,  the  question  recurred  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a thiixl  reading;  but 
several  members  expressing  a desire  to  see  the  bill, 
os  amended,  printed,  before  they  gave  a vote  upon 
it,  a motion  was  cai'ried  for  it  to  lie  on  the  table,  in 
order  to  make  way  for  another  to  have  it  printed, 
which  was  accordingly  made  and  carried.  Ad- 
journed. 

Thursday ^ January  2. — After  a good  deal  of  minor 
business  fwhich  will  be  noticed  in  cur  next)  and  a 
variety  of  ineffectual  attempts  at  furtlier  amend- 
ments, the  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  from  the 
aeimte  for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  was 
'Corrib— ayes  90,  noes  36. 


The  Chronicle. 


Many  vessels  hpve  been  wrecked  on  the  coast  by 
the  gajes  of  last  week. 

The  ship  New  Galen  has  arrived  at  Boston  from 
Bnglaiid.  (Xj^Whlle  the  Gfden  was  lying  at  Spit- 
btyd,  a seaman  from  the  Constitution  deserted  to 
ihe  British  frigate  Havanna.  He  was  demanded  by 
■cajitaifjHull,  wjio  was  referred  to  the  port  admiral 
-at  Portsmouth,  and  by  him  informed  that  the  sea- 
man  .should  not  be  restored  until  t!»e  admiralty  board 
h.ad  'intetxucled  him  on  the  occasion.  In  a day  oj* 
two  utter,  an  American  sailor  swam  from  the Hi.van- 
ThcCc)n.stitution,  and  bemg  demanded  by  ti-e 
British  commander,  captain  Hull  refused  to  deliver 
him,  until  he  had  received  instructions  from  theU. 
SKates,  tyking  f<)r  thebasis  of  his  refusal  the  prece- 
dent which  the  British  officer  had  furnished  him  in 
the  first  instance.  T)ie  affair  stood  thus  when  the 
Galen  sailed. 

I he  president  of  the  United  States  has  signed 
ffie  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tives among  the  several  states,  according  to  the 
tniid,  enumeration;  it  has  thereby  become  a law, 


and  the  ratio,  for  the  ensuing  ten  years,  is  fixed  af* 
35,000. 

(••HO.H  THK  OULKAKS  OAZETTE  OF  270 V.  28, 
Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  J\Tobi!e, 
dateil  .,Vovember  18. — “'I'lie  court  of  Spain  lias- 
given  orders  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  to  give 
up  tlie  Floridas  as  far  as  tlie  river  Perdido.  Thi» 
news  I received  to  day  from  my  correspondent  at 
Pensacola,  dated  the  14th  instant.  I h.ave  also  seen 
sevei-al  other  letters  mentioning  the  same,” 

Extract  of  a leUer  from  a gentleman  iji  the  nax'Vy, 
dated  ,\'orfolk,  December  2^. — “A  most  horrid  cir- 
cumstance took  place  here  last  evening.  Young 
Mercer,^  whom  you  often  heard  me  mention,  had 
received  an  insult  from  the  mate  of  a merchgntma* 
— a challenge  followed,  and  last  evening  about  sua 
down  they  n.et  within  a mile  of  the  to#n;  their  dis- 
tance of  fighting  Was  only  sufficient  for  them  not 
to  touch  the  body  with  each  otlieFs  pistols;  the  word 
Was  given;  both  fired,  and  both  fell  dead!  The 
whole  town  is  in  an  uproar  on  tlie  occasion.  Th 
seconds  have  taken  safety  by  flight,  leaving  thebr 
dead  comrades  without  a soul  neai’  them;  their 
bodies  'were  brought  to  toWn  last  evening  and  win 
this  clay  be  interred. 

J\*e~u)-Orlean8. — The  convention  of  the  territory 
of  New-Orl cans  met,  agreeably  to  adjournment,  oi^ 
tlie 21st  of  November;  the  mail  question  whethei- 
the  said  territory  should  become  a state.?  was  de-. 
termined  in  the  affirmative — ayes  35,  nays  7. 

The  day  after,  Mr.  Magruder  moved  two  resolu- 
tions; 1st  to  adopt  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  w'as  unanimously  carried,  2d  to  re- 
nounce all  claims  to  the  vacant  lands,  which  was 
refei'i  ed  to  a committee  of  three.  A committee  of 
seven  were  then  ballotted  for  to  dx*aftaconstitutk)u. 
]Mr,  Deslrechen  moved  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee to  draft  a memorial  to  congress  praying  an^ 
extension  of  territory,  so  as  to  embrace  W.  Florida 
to  the  Perdido.  This  resolution,  after  some  discus^ 
sion,  Was  carried  by  a large  majority;  and  the  address 
to  congress  referred  to  the  committee  who  was  to 
draft  the  constitution. 

7'he  Indians. — On  Tue.sday  last,  Mr.  McKee  sta-- 
ted  to  the  house  of  representatives  at  Wa.sliingto”^ 
on  information  received  from  several  gentlemen  or 
re.spectahirity  in  the  western  countiy,  tliat  the  pro- 
phet had  gathered  a force  supposed*  to  amount  tc» 
2,000  men.  This  report  is  completely  at  war  witJi 
the  official  statements  of  governor  Harrison  and  the 
belief  of  the  legislature  of  Indi-ana,  as  appears  by 
their  reply  to  his  speech — see*page  221:  we  also 
think  it  is  at  w^ar  with  probability,  .and  chiefly  for- 
the  reason  that  we  believe  it  nearly  impossible  to 
collect  so  great  an  Indian  force  at  any  given  point. 

Several  sliocks  by  earthquakes  have  been  felt  in 
various  parts  of  the  soiithern  and  w'estern  states — 
which  will  be  noticed  in  detail  hereafter.  It  seems 
probable  that  some  dreadful  calamity  may  have 
been  experienced  in  a distant  part  of  the  world — pro- 
bably South  xlmerica;  judging  from  the  violence  of 
the  sensations  felt  in  different  parts  of  the  union.  In 
Georgia  the  effect  w’as  much  greater  than  in  Virgi- 
nia— and  at  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  ft  is  stat^ 
several  chimnies  w^ere  thrown  down;  that  “the 
agitation  of  standing  water  was  remarkable,  and  the 
trembling  of  houses  and  furniture  violent  and 
alarming. 

The  lot  on  which  the  theatre  stood  at  Richmond 
has  been  purchased  by  the  city,  and  the  remains  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferers  were  interred  in  th.e  cen- 


* Mr.  Mercer  was  an  officer  in  the  United.  States’* 
navy,  and  nephew  to  general  Mercer. 
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treT.litfre  tlie  pit  \\*as,  over  which  it  is  intended  t® 
^ecta  suitable  monument. 

FpTDPTiTrK-Tnvr.v,  Dec.  2S. 

General  Wilhinmr — The  general  court  martial 
as,sembled  in  this  town  for  the  trial  of  jpeneral  "Wil- 
kinson, after  a session  of  almost  four  months,  clos- 
ed their  proceedings,  and  adjourned  on  Christmas 
day.  . 

This  tribun.al  has  had  before  it  n most  intricate, 
laborious  and  interesting  enquiry,  wherein  the.  life 
tind  character  of  a fellow  citizen,  whose  best  years 
have  been  devoted  to  his  counti  v,  have  been  made 
aubjerts  of^  investigation.  Tlie  sentence  has  gone 
to.  tlie  president  for  his  consideration,  and  whatever 
may  be  the  result,  the  standing  of  the  gentlemen 
who  composed  the  court,  and  their  conduct  through- 
out the  trial,  will,  to  every  candid  mind,  present  a 
guarantee  for  the  independence,  impartiality,  and 
justice  of  their  \erdict. 

It  has  furnished  a contemplation  to  the  inhahi- 
fants  of  this  place  to  behold  the  order,  decorum  and 
dignity  which  has  invariably  marked  the  deport- 
ment of  our  citizen  soldiers  whom  the  occasion 
brought  together?  but  one  3mpre.ssion  appears  to 
have  been  left  on  the  public  mind:  that  is,  of  per- 
sonal confidence  and  respect,  and  whatever  may  be 
the  rantings  and  reviiings  of  the  censorious  and 
insidious,  the  conviction  results  from  our  observa 
tions,  that  with  such  defenders,  the  constitution, 
the  laws,  the  interests,  and  the  honor  of  our  coun- 
try, will  be  asserted  with  effect,  and  maintained  in- 
violate. 

[An  o/imo7i  prevails,  this  officer  has  been  acquit- 
ted by  the  late  court  martial,  from  the  circumstance 
of  his  being  very  politely  waited  upon  (in  a body) 
by  the  officers  composing  it,  as  soon  as  the  verdict 
>vas  given.  "We  may  expect  the  result  will  soon  be 
offcially  promulgated;  until  when  no  officer  is  at 
liberty  to  speak  of  it.] 


late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  trustees  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
hare  made  an  application  to  the  legislature  of  Pemj- 
s-yl>-a.nia  for  a charter,  -tvith  a capital  of  7,500,000 

dollars- and  Theodorus  Baily  and  others  have 

given  notice  of  their  intention  to  aftply  to  the  legisla^ 
ture  of  New  York  for  an  act  to  incorporate  a bank 
vjith  a capital  of  six  7niUions  of  dJlars.  ^ — 
The  title,  in  Te»nsylva?iia,  is  projwsed  to  he  the 
American  Bank— m J\Teu}  York,  the  Bank  of  Ame- 
tica.  Though  it  is  not  civo7ved  that  the  appdication  to 
be  made  to  the  legislature  of  JS'ev>  York,  is  to  he 
made  on  behalf  rf  the  late  directors,  or  present  trus- 
tees of  the  late  Bank  of  the  Zhiited  States,  there 
teems  no  reason  to  doubt,  though  two  incorporations 
.are  desired,  these  banks  -will,  in  fact,  be  “one  and 
g^ndivisible.” 

The  petition  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  teas 
referred  to  a grand  committee  of  ol  members,  one 
f rom  a comity  ; ivho,  iidthout  a dissentmg  voice,  re- 
ported a bill,  the  leadmg  features  of -ohich  are  notic- 
el  helcio.  It  is,  ho-wever,  ctmsidered  as  doubtful  if 
the  bill  ’‘tvill  pass,  several  members  of  the  committee 
faving  declared  they  xoould  not  feel  themselves  bound 
to  support  it  in  the  house. 

j ne  frst  six  sections  of  the  bill  incorporate  the  com- 
J>any,^  ms  usnial,  toHh  a capital  of  ^7  500,000,  under 
the  title  aforesaid,  to  contimte.  until  the  first  J\Tmdav 


By  ih^  seventh  section  it  -••ould  appear  !^375,COO  arc 
to  be  paid  as  n bonus/  udiidi.  monies,  it  is  propoeetf, 
to  appropriate  as  folku's  / 175,L»00  to  innhing  tin  ar- 
tificnil  road  frrun  Uurrisbnrg  to  J'iilsburg  , by  il.r 
rente  agreed  upon  by  the  laie  commissioners  for  tl^ot 
purpose.  §100,C('0  to  make  a like  road  from  the  to-un 
nf  JK'orthnmberlavd  to  the  to~vn  rf  JYaierford  on  lalce 
-n>,  S50  ,000  io  c'i'ert  a bindge  over  the  Susquehanna 
at  Columbia,  and  the  like  sum  to  erect  another  bridge 
over  the  some  river  at  Tfurrlsburg 

The  svcceeding  sections  ore  as  customary, 
t^yit  is  highly  probable,  from  the  loto  price  of 
bills  on  liny  land,  being  twenty  per  cent,  be- 

Icv)  par,  if  the  stock  of  the  laie  hank  of  the  United 
States  has  been  iv.  the  British  market,  that  the  greater 
[■art  of  it  has  changed  oru>ners,  luiihin  the  year  past — 
offering,  at  a fair  price,  an  eligible  mode  of  making 
remittances. 




The  Editors  Department. 

The.  proccclings  of  congress  are  assuming  tli6 
higiiest  impovtanre.  "We  cannot  now  liesitate  to 
believe  that  decisive  measui-es  will  he  adopted,  'flic 
calculations  of  dollars  and  cents,,  and  of  the  ins  and 
07/fs, -we  would  hope,  are  laid  aside  forever  by  the 
weightier  matter  affecting  the  sor'erdS'tity  and  hoimr 
of  our  country.  The  bill  from  the  senate  for  rais- 
ing txcenty  fve  thousand  additional  troops  may  be. 
considered  as  virtually  adopted  by  the  house-  of 
representatives ; the  amendments  proposed  liv  the 
latter  do  not  aflect  its  ge;ier;\l  principle.?,  We  are 
highly  gratified  with  the  common  repugnance  of 
the  people  io  a standing  army,  and  hope  it  will  ever 
exist  in  this  country — but  there  wpw  is  an  object  vor 
using  a provisional  force— that  object  is  openly  tle- 
clared  to  be  Canada,  and  tlie  people  will  cheerfulty 
beur  it. 

If  the  days  of  .?7/?>7?72?, ?7on  have  passed,,  and  congrss 
shall  vigorously  pursue  the  line  marked  out,  tlmy 
may  expect  the  full  support  of  the  nation.  The 
times  require  unanimitj',  and  unanimit}’^  mo.st  liap- 
pily  subsists ; one  general  sentiment  pervades  the 
public  body  of  the  people;  n congress  will  not  di- 
rect it  to  rescue  our  ciuzen  from  a worse  than 
Algerine  bondage;  to  secure  our  frontiers  from  the 
tomahawk  of  the  savage;  Xo  n aintain  our  right  to 
carry  the  productions  of  our  own  soil  to  the  proper 
markets  for  them,  and  redress  many  other  just 
causes  for  complaint,  they  assuredly  will  merit  and 
receive  the  execration  of  all  good  men  of  ever}' par- 
ty, the  truly  British (iS stay  Xhere  arc)  excepted. 

To  enable  our  readers  more  corregily  to  estimate 
the  real  state  of  tliing.s,  we  have,  by  great  exertion, 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  them  witji  iMp.  Claves 
(speaker)  speccli,  delivered  in  a comniittce  of  the 
who!  eon  Wednesday  last.  We  are  indebted  for  the 
sketch  of  it  to  tl-e  ‘Oiwermmi’*  of  thi.s  city;  eulogi- 
um  upon  it  is  useless;  every  word  and  line  of  it 
breathes  tl>e  language  ofanindependentpatriot,who 
“has  counted  the  cost  of  the  emtest  andfouml  nothing 
so  intolerable  as  the  voluntary  abandonment  of  the 
aiGHTs  and  B oxon  of  his  countrymen^ 

Many  ai-ticles  in  typ-e  are  postponed. 
d^^Theneccs.sar}'  abienceofthe  eclithr,  the  great- 
er part  of  the  present  week,  may  account  for  any 
omissions  in  his  usnr.l  attentions  to  private  corres* 
pondences  or  public  duties. 

* fl£sx\\y  sub.scribci-  has  not  yet  recei\"ed  the  first 
four  numbers  ofthe  Kegistev,he,is  requested  to  give 
immediate  notice,  lest  we  may  be  unable  to  supply 
liim  as  speedily  as  w e desiye,  ^-om  the  continuei^ 
increase  of  our  pat. fC'US.  ^ 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald , 

“No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actionst 
“ To  keep  mine  honour  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 
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Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Monday^  December  16. — Mr.  Hawkins  read  and 
laid  on  the  table  the  following-  resolutions: 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  that  they  have,  in  the  name,  and  on  behalf 
of  their  constituents,  at  all  times,  a right  to  express, 
so  far  as  tlieir  knowledge  and  information  will  ena- 
ble them,  the  sense  of  the  good  people  of  this  state, 
respecting  the  measures  of  the  national  government. 
And  a crisis  in  our  public  affairs  having  arrived, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature  calls  for 
the  expression  of  her  public  sentiment  respecting 
the  course  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  resist  the  re- 
peated, long  continued  and  flagrant  violations  of 
our  rights,  as  a free  and  independent  nation,  by 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  by  the  former  espe- 
cially— whose  pretensions  are  an  insult  to  our  sove- 
reignty, and  which  if  yielded  to,  must  end  in  our' 
entire  submission  to  whatever  they  may  think  pro- 
per to  impose. 

The  people  of  this  state,  though  not  immediately 
exposed  to  those  piratical  depredations,  which  vex, 
and  destroy  the  commerce  of  their  eastern  brethren 
on  the  ocean,  cannot  be  less  deeply  interested  in 
their  effects.  They  look  to  the  sufferings  and 
wrongs  of  a single  member  as  intimately  affecting 
the  whole  body.  But  when  an  evil  becomes  so 
general  and  inveterate  in  its  deleterious  effects,  as 
to  threaten  dissolution,  unless  a proper  and  forci- 
ble remedy  is  applied — ^The  state  of  Kentucky, 
yielding  to  none-  in  patriotism;  in  its  deep  rooted 
attachment  to  tlie  sacred  bond  of  the  union;  in  its 
faithful  remembrance  of  the  price  of  our  freedom, 
and  in  the  heartfelt  conviction  that  our  posterity 
have  a sacred  claim  upon  us,  to  transmit  to  them 
unimpaired,  this  God-like  inheritance,  cannot  fail 
to  be  penetrated,  with  any  event  which  thi-eatens 
even  to  impair  it;  much  less  then,  can  she  be  in- 
sensible to  those  dai-ing  wrongs  of  a foreign  power, 
which  lead  to  its  immediate  destruction. 

If  the  people  of  this  state  have  looked  up  with 
confidence  to  the  general  government,  whose  func- 
tions empowered,  and  whose  duty  imperiously 
called  for  a remedy  to  the  evils  so  intolerable  in 
their  progress,  and  in  their  consequences  so  me- 
nacing— (and  redress  for  which,  has  been  so  long 
delayed)  it  has  not  been  witliout  a firm,  and  settled 
purpose,  not  ahYays  to  bear  the  lash,  nor  finally  to 
become  beasts  of  burthen. 

Forbearance  beyond  a certain  point,  ceases  to  be 
modei*ation,  and  must  end  in  entire  subjection. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  legislatui-e  to  recapit- 
ulate, or  enter  into  any  argument  to  prove  the 
existence  and  extent  of  those  imurles,  sustained 
from  both  the  great  belligerents  of  Europe.  Those 
who  feel,,  need  not  reason  to  produce  the  conviction 
of  unjust  suffering— and  those,  who  cannot  feel 
wrongs  so  palpable,  no  reasoning  will  convince. 

We  ttisk  v,'e.coukl  hareit  in  our  power  to  say. 


•when  Great  Britain  has  ceased  to  harass  and  injure 
us — -when  she  has  shewn  towards  us  an  amicable 
disposition  in  the  true  spirit  of  justice — when  she 
has  ceased  her  efforts  to  diminish  that  security  and 
prosperity,  which  are  the  eternal  barriers  of  sepa- 
ration from  her  power,  and  to  impair  that  liberty 
and  independence  forced  from  her  reluctant  grasp. 

We  could  willingly  have  hailed  a friend  in  a for- 
mer unnatural  parent,  and  from  the  experience  of 
her  regard  to  principles  of  justice,  and  reciprocal 
good  offices,  have  ceased  to  recall  those  wanton 
cruelties  that  alienated  us  forever  from  her  family. 

But  when  <ve  have  discovered  a systematic  course 
of  injury  from  her  towards  our  country,  evidencing 
too  strongly  to  be  mistaken,  an  utter  disregard  of 
almost  every  principle  of  acknowledged  rights  be- 
tween independent  nations,  endeavom-ing  by  almost 
every  act  of  violence  on  the  high  seas — on  the 
coasts  of  foreign  powers  with  whom  M-e  wei-e  in 
amity — and  even  in  sight  of  our  o\vn  harboiu-s  by 
capturing  and  destroying  our  vessels:  confiscating 
our  property:  forcibly  imprisoning  and  torturing 
our  fellow-citizens:  condemning  some  to  death: 
slaughtering  others,  by  attacking  our  ships  of  war: 
impressing  all  she  can  lay  her  hand  upon,  to  man 
her  vessels:  bidding  defiance  to  our  seaports:  in- 
sulting our  national  honour  by  every  means  that 
lawless  force  and  brutality  can  devise:  inciting  the 
savages  to  murder  the  inhabitants  on  our  defenceless 
frontiers:  furnishing  them  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nittou  lately,  to  attack  our  forces:  to  the  loss  of  a 
number  of  brave  men:  and  by  every  art  of  power 
and  intrigue,  seeking  to  dispose  of  our  whole 
strength  and  resources,  as  may  suit  her  unrestrain- 
ed ambition  or  Interest — and  when  her  very  offers 
of  redress,  go  only  to  sanction  her  wrongs,  and 
seek  merely  a removal  of  those  obstacles  interposed 
by  i)ur  government,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  heis 
iniquitous  benefits;  we  can  be  at  no  loss  what  course 
should  be  pursued.' 

Should  we  tamely  submit,  the  world  ought  to  de- 
spise us — We  should  despise  ourselves — She  herself 
would  despise  us. 

When  she  shall  learn  to  respect  our  rights,  we 
shall  liasten  to  forget  lier  inj’iries.  Wherefore: 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  for  the 
state  of  Kentucky,  that  this  state  feel  deeply  sensi- 
bly, of  the  continued,  wanton,  and  flagrant  viola- 
tions by  Great  Britain  and  France,  of  tlie  dearest 
rights  of  tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  as  a free 
and  independent  nation:  that  those  violations  if 
not  discontinued,  and  ample  compensation  made 
for  them,  ought  to  be  resisted  witii  the  whole  pow- 
er of  our  country. 

2.  Resolved,  that  as  war  seems  probable  so  far 
as  we  have  any  existing  evidence  of  a sense  of  jus- 
tice on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
that  the  state  of  Kentucky,  to  the  last  mite  of  her 
strength  and  resources,  will  contribute  them  to 
maintain  the  contest  and  support  the  riglit  of  their 
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t))clr  country  Tig'alnst  such  lawless  violations;  and 
tliat  tlie  ciuztns  of  Kentucky,  are  prepared  to  take 
iffp  field  M’hcn  called  on, 

, ;i.  ' Resolved,  that  (while  they  have  full  anal  un- 
diniinished  confidence  in  /the  administration  and 
g’enefal  government  of  the  United  States')  in  their 
opinion,  the  crisis  calls  for  energetic  meusur-es; 
aM  that  a temporising  policy,  tyhile  it  might  seem 
1 o' remove  the  evil  to  a greaterdistance,  woidd  serve 
onlv  to  secure  i(s  . continuance, 

'•4.  Resolved,  that  we.  will  most  readily  lend  our 
sitpport  also  tp  any  measures  Wi  .ich  may  he  adoptr 
ed  by  tlie  general  government,  to  counteract,  the 
arbitrary  restrictions,  or  upjust  violations  of  oiir 
commerce  by  France., 

■5.  Resolved,  that  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions be  transrnitted':  one  to  the  pres,den)t : of  the, 
Uiiited  States,  to  be  by  ' h,im,  laid  bel'ore  congo'ess, 
and  one  to  each  of  our  senators,  aud  representatives? 
in  that  body.  , - /,, 

Loglslatuie  of  iSordi  Carolina. 

December  24;. 

The  following  resolutions,  expressive  of  their 
aj)probalion  of  rhe  general  government,  were  adopt- 
ed by  our  legislature  on  Saturday  last;  the  two 
first/vith  a very  feu'  dissenting  voices,  the  last  zma- 
fiimonslij.  ■ . ■ 

In  general  assembly,  Dec.  19,  1811. 
•Resolved,  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
message  of  the  president  to  the  congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  sucii  as  must  gratify  th^  feelings  and 
advance  the  welfare  of  a nation,  sensible  of  its  rights 
and  determined  to  maintain  and-  defend  its  sove- 
reignty and  independence. 

Resolved,  that  the  evils  which  we  have  been 
compelled  to  endure  for  years  past,'  have  ariseii 
wliolly  from  tlie  unprincipled  conduct  of  the  belli- 
gerent nations  of  Kurope.  -s  ■ 

Resolved  unanimoUs/y,  That  we -will ‘cheerfully 
co-operate  with  the  . general  government,  in ' the 
prompt  and  effectual  execution  of  such  'measures  as 
may  be  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest, and  secure  the  uhion,  liberty  and  independence 
of  the  United  States. 

JOS.  RIDDICK,  5*  S. 

JOHN  STEEKE,  N. //.  C. 

Legislature  of  G-eorgia. 

TUTLXEnGEviiLK,  (Geo,.)  D,ec.  Tl..^The  follow- 
ing animated  rejiort  was  yesterday  read  before  the 
senate,  and  ordered  to  , lie  on  the  table.  When  it 
shall  be  taken  up,  we  hopc.ahd,  believe  it  will  pass 
both  branches  of  the  legislature  . . 

The  committee  of  the  state  .of  the,  republic^  to 
whom  was  refei-red  the  governor’s  communication 
eh  losing  the  presklent’s,  jnessage,  report/, 

-That  the  iinportant  information  cqinmiinicated 
to  congress  by  the  president’s  message, in  relation 
fo  our  foreign  affairs^  iidmonisiUcs  the  people 

of  this -state  to  suffer  ho  circumstance  tp  surprise 
their  vigilance,  Or  to  find  them  unengaged  in  suita- 
l)le  preparation  for  any  eyent;  congress  is  req^iured 
“to  fc^lthe  duly  of  putting  the  Uhiited  Stale.8  into 
an  armour  and  an  attitude  demanded-by  the  crisis;” 
a precaution  applying  so  forcibly  to  our  ownjcQndi-’ 
non  and  ihve'ests  that.it  cannot  fail  to  excite  a cor- 
responaent  f'eeliiig  of  the  necessity  of  a seasonable 
readiness.  On  tlie  verge  of  hos tiUaea  wi  Ui  nations 
loiyg  unraindful^of  the  obligation  of  naiional  law,  it 
would  be  ’ needles.s.,  to  enumerate  , their  reiieated 
'*  wrongs  or  Our' unsuccessful  appeal, s to  tlieir  justice. 


for  rcdrcs.s.  Should  the  dcstinie;-  whicli  await  the 
naiion,  compel  a vigorou.s  re.-istance  10  the  en- 
croachment so  long  continued  upon  the  envied 
prosjicrity  of  our  country,  we  will  approach  the 
contest, ; animated  by  ihe  fervent  conviction,  that 
we  shall  be  supported  by  every  principle  of  a just 
and  honourable  cause. 

The  conduct  and  charanter  of  our  federal  admin- 
istration affords  us  the  most  assured  and  illumined 
proofs  of  virtuous  measures  and  manly  intenlions 
—reflections  that  must  embolden  every  patriot  and 
•soldier  in  his  progress  thvougli  tlie  tr\ing  perils  of 
warfare,  should  he  be  reduced  to  that  regretted  al- 
ternative. 

l.t  is  not  now  for  us  to  repose  on  a boasted  displai- 
of  our  designs,  nor  to  rely  on  a pompous  expression 
of  our  feelings,  but  should  our  services  be  requir- 
ed,' it  becomes  us  in  -the  strength  of  calm  and  uni- 
ted exertions,  invigorated  by  the  constant  sentiment 
of  inflexible  rectitude,,  to  meet  the  depi-ecated  strug- 
gle with  stern  and  unwavering  contempt  of  indivi- 
dual danger,  conyinced,  that  truth,  reason,  and 
justice  will  be  arrayed  against  guilt,  rapacity  and 
violence.  The  general  government  doubtless  feels, 
on  this  eventful  occasion,  an  anxious  solicitude  for 
a knowledge  of  the  temper  and  sensibility  of  the 
nation;  ■W'e  will  therefore,  with, undisserabled  cheei  - 
fulness,  hasten  to  declare  our  cordird  approbation  of 
its  udministratioiiand  our  confidence,  iu. its  future 
determinations. 

And  as  an  honest  pledge  of  the  sincerity  of  tliis 
ideclaration,  , we  do  unanimously  yesofce,  that-sliould 
the  national  legislature,  in  its  wisdom,  determine 
our  interests,  our  riglils,  or  our  honour  tahave  been, 
outraged  beyond  the  tardy  remedy  of  negociatlon, 
and  that  an  appeal  to  arms  must  be  substlaitcd,  we 
will,  under  the  favor  of  Heayeii,  with  our.  consent, 
and  With  proud  alacrity,  fly  to  aid,  maintain,  and 
sv  pport  the  government  of  our  choice,'  and  to  de- 
fend, protect  and  preserve  our  beloved  country. 

Fire  at  Rich moud. 

' Naehatiye. — Wd  cannot  paint  the  details  of  the 
scene  of  Thursday  night— no  description  can  do 
justice  to  its  horrors— and  there  ‘ Were  so  few  per- 
sons so- cool  and  self  collected  as  to  accurately  paint 
any  part  of  the  mass  of  woes  Avhich  fell  in  a mo- 
ment upon  us.  Some'  scenes  are  so  fraught  with 
horror,  that  a delicate  pencd  SvoUld  have  to  skip 
them.— Besides,  time  enough  has-  tiot-been  hud  to 
bring  to.gether  tln  accuhite  group  of  Wv‘)es. 

It'is  painful  to  touch  upon  the  cataistrophe  of  those 
Who  have  gone  forever.  Tfieii'  ashes  are  in  tlie 
grave— but'  their  memories  are  entombed  in  'ou'r 
hearts.  '■  . ■ v y.. 

Idle  generous  arid  Worthy  Smith,  ’who  but  a few 
days  since  rvas  crowned  V'ith  oite  of  tlie  Irigliest 
hoboi’s  which  Virginia  can  bestb\v,vis  ^latehed  fi-om 
hiscountry,  his  dis.trac.tdd  family,  hi.s  children  anti 
Ills  friendsl!  It  is  not  eertaihiv  kno\yn  wdiether 
he  Inid  effected  his  esca]:>e  from  the  building  ar.d 
nislied  again  into  the  flalne.s  to  shve  his  Child! — ■- 
Xlmre  is  a confusion-  in  ,tl>d  sVoiyy  uvkI  perhaps  it  is' 
as  well  if  it  never  V, 'ere  cleared  upi 

Ai>raham  B.  Venable,  the  president  of  the  bank 
of  Virginia;  a man  wlio  l)as  filk'd,  owe  public  sta- 
tions with  very  high  repute  ; wlio  has  been  in  the" 
house  of  representat-ives  and  in  tl»e  .senate  of  the 
United  States  during  the  most  ititeresting  periods 
— he  too  is  gone!  He  has  left  no  wife  or  clrildren; 
hut  a long  train  of  relatives  and  friehd-s  to- wee]) 
lus  loss. — He  was  in  tlie  box  with  hidies;  he  begged 
them  not  to  be  precipitate  or  impatient;  but  war. 
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at  length  driven  toward  a window  in  the  lobby, 
with  a crowd  of  others.  The  suffocating  smoke 
came  i-oling  on,  Mr.  V.  and  some  who  were  with 
him  were  thrown  down.  Mr.  Noland  fell  towards 
, the  window  and  was  saved;  Mr.  V.  fell  the  other 
way  and  perished  in  the  smoke ! 

Many  doubtless  perished  in  the  same  way.  The 
volume  of  smoke,  which  could  not  at  first  escape 
through  the  roofl  was  bent  downwards;  black, 
dense,  almost  saturated  with  only  vapours.  Many 
were  suftbcated  by  it,  who  might  have  had  strength 
enough  to  leap  the  windows. — Several  were  saved 
by  the  fresh  air  w’hich  they  inhaled  at  the  windows 
— or  even  at  a cranny. 

Poor  Botts  ! a man  of  astonishing  assiduity  and 
attainments  at  tlie  bar,  hafi  perished  with  his  wife 
and  her  niece— he  fell  perhaps  a victim  to  his  hopes. 
He  thought  it  more  prudent  to  sit  ^till  with  his 
wife,  while  the  crowd  passed  by;  but  her  sister  in 
law,  Mrs.  Page,  yielding  to  the  sympathetic  impulse 
of  her  fears,  rushed  forward  and  is  saved. — What  a 
seal  has  death  set  upon  his  family!  At  one  fell 
swoop,  five  helpless  children  converted  into  orphans. 

How  heavily  has  the  hand  of  death  fallen  upon 
the  Harvies!  Poor  mourners,  deeply  have  ye  'drank 
of  the  cup  of  affliction.  Within  five  short  y'^ears 
we  had  numbered  among  the  dead,  the  venerable 
John  Harvie,  the  distinguished  Lends  Harvie, 
the  amiable  Mrs.  McCaw,  and  the  interesting  little 
boy  of  Doctor  BrokenbroUgh.  But  by  one  blow, 
tlie  distressed  mothei’,  Mrs.  Haiwie,  has  lost 
her  noble  and  high-souled  daughter,  Juliana,  her 
excellent  son  E.  J.  Harvie,  and  that  sweet  little 
girl,  Mary  Whitelock,  her  beloved  grand-daugh- 
ter I ! ! Reader,  conceive  if  you  can,  what  you  never 
have  felt. 

Lieutenant  James  Gibbon,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  has  gone  with  the  rest!  Young  as  he  was, 
he  had  tasted  of  the  cup  of  affliction.  He  was  taken 
captive  in  the  Philadelphia,  and  immured  in  the 
prisons  of  Tripoli. — On  this  fatal  night,  he  and  Mr. 
John  Lynch  were  in  the  same  box  with  Mrs.  Gallego, 
]\iiss  Conyers,  Mr.  Venable  and  others — wJien  the 
alarm  w-as  first  given,  they  endeavoured  to  quiet  the 
apprehensions  of  the  ladies,  but  when  the  front 
scene  was  in  flame,  tliey  reached  over  for  Miss 
Conyers  who  had  sunk  motionless  below — they  took 
her  ovei';  they-  held  her  between  them  in  a state  of 
insensibility,' her  head  falling  over  Mr.  Lynch’s 
left  arm.  hi  this  manner  they  proceeded  towards  the 
haed  of  the  stairs,  when  Gibbon  said  “Lyncli,  leave 
Sally  to  me.  I am  strong  enough  to  carry  her; 
she  is  light  and  you  can  save  somebody  else.”  Mr. 
L,  replied,  “God  bless  you.  Gibbon,  there  is  the 
stair,”  and  then  turned  round  to  seek  some  of  tlie 
other  ladie.s.  Poor  Gibbon,  and  his  lovely  interest- 
ing companion,  sunk  together. 

We  must  drop  thi.s  recital.  We  h.ave  already 
•stated  the  deaths  of  Mrs.  Garardin  and  licr  sweet 
boy — of  Mrs,  Gibson,  whose  husband  is  perhaps 
now  on  his  way  from  Europe;  what  a blow  upon 
his  heart! — of  the  venerabie  Mrs.  Page;  of  Mrs, 
Lcsslie;  of  the  lovely  Nancy  Green,  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Gi*een,  tlie  manager;  of  the  amiable  Mrs. 
Robert  Greenhow.  The  particulars  of  most  of  tlieir 
thtes  are  wrapped  in  oblivion.  Tli/rir  ashes  are  in 
the  gruve. 

Tliese  perished  amid  the  flames — but  Mrs.  Pat- 
terson and  M.Wm.  Brown  were  overwhelmed  1^ 
the  crowd. 

Let  us  change  the  scene.  It  is  a far  more  grate- 
ful task  to  describe  the  fate  of  those  who  have,  as 
it  were,  mirn.culously  escaped.  Jt  is  some  relief  to  j 


our  feelings,  to  comtemplate  those  who  seem  again 
to  have  “i-e-visited  the  realms  of  light.”  It  is 
almost  as  if  the  grave  had  given  them  up  again 
from  its  jaws.  We  are  sorry,  indeed,  that  our 
limits  do  not  permit  u.s  to  give  any  but  hasty 
snatches  and  sketches  of  ei’ents. 

Mr.  John  G.  Jackson  was  overcome  by  the  suf- 
focating smoke  and  fell  senseless.  His  last  recol- 
lection was  that  his  feet  were  descending;  but 
whether  the  floor  or  stairway  were  broken  or  he 
had  reached  the  descent,  he  was  not  conscious — 
but  insensibly  he  descended  to  the  level  of  the  pit 
where  a strong  current  of  fresh  air  revived  him,  as 
he  lay  among  a heap  of  postrate  persons.  He 
struggled  to  rise  and  found  himself  oh  li is  feet  with 
a lady  clinging  to  him  and  beseeching  him  to  save 
her.  With  difficulty  he  found  the  door,  not  being 
aeqauinted  w'iih  the  house,  but  at  last  he  emerged 
With  the  lady,  when  the  fire  was  pouring  through 
the  front  windows,  and  ere  they  had  advanced  for 
the  roof  tumbled  in. 

M.  M.  W.  Hancock  carried  with  him  to  the 
play,  his  niece,  the  two  Miss  Herons  and  3 boys. — 
When  the  alarm  was  given,  he  did  all  in  his  power 
to  save  his  proteges— h\it  was  at  last  separated  from 
them  all.  The  flames  were  approaching  with  a 
degree  of  furv  and  rapidity  that  wa.?  perhaps  never 
exceeded.  Hitherto  the  scene  liad  been  all  bustle 
confusion  and  consternation;  it  now  changed  to 
one  of  awful  horror  luid  desperation  that  beggars 
,all  description.  He  attempted  to  reach  the  centre 
window  in  tiie  lobby  of  the  lower  boxes.  He  at 
last  succeeded  in  mounting  on  the  Head  of  the 
crowd  betwixt  him  and  the  window,  and  finally 
reached  it,  surrounded  by  the  unavailing  and  af- 
flicting cries  of  those  suffocating  around  him. — 
He  stepped  within  tJie  window  and  with  difficulty 
raised  the  lower  sasli — he  thurst  his  feet  out,  when 
the  sash  was  suddenly  pressed  down  and  cavght 
his  feet  betwixt  it  and  tlic  sill.  He  extricated  one 
foot  but  could  not  the  other  until  those  behind  liim 
who  had  sufficient  strength  left  to  mount  over  him 
and  the  lower  sash  which  kept  him  down,  did  so. 
He  found  himself  so  for  gone  from  suffocation  that 
he  gave  himself  up  as  ’ost — the  fl.ames,  however, 
rushed  over  his  head  and  the  introducrion  of  fresli 
air  at  the  bottom  of  the  window  gave  him  new  life. 
Those  behind  him  being  no  longer  able  to  keephirn 
down,  he  with  a last  effort  i-aised  the  sash,  extri- 
cated his  foot  and  jumped  out.  It  gives  us  sincere 
pleasure  to  add  that  the  three  boys  and  girls  whom 
he  carried  with  him  have  all  escaped  with  their  lives. 

Mr.  John  Lynch  was  the  only  person  wlio  passed 
the  window  after  Mr.  Hancock.  After  lie  had  left 
poor  G.ibbon,  he  met  witli  a variety  of  horrid  ad- 
I ventures.  All  was  utter  darkness  in  tlie  lobby,  and 
suffocation  tlircatened.  It  was  an  awful  crisis — 
and  but  that  one  of  the  windows  were  bnrst  open, 
and  let  in  fresh  air;  he  thinks  all  in  the  lobby  must 
have  perished;  at  lerigth  he  reached  the  window, 
wliere  he  found  a gentleman  fixed  fast,  whom  lip 
since  believes  to  have  been  Mr.  Hancock.  After 
an  awful  lapse,  the  flames  were  rushing  on  in  all 
directions,  his  hair  caught  fire,  hppe  deserted  himj 
he  was  Sl:-uck  with  horror  at  the  idea  of  bring 
burnt  alive.  He  ruslied  toward  the  window  wav- 
ing his  hands  as  quick  as  possible  over  his  head  and 
clothes.  This  \yas  a dreadful  moment;  he  saw 
many  drgp  down  bn  cacli  side  of  liim  suffocated— 
the  window  was  now  free,  and  he  was  scarcely  on 
the  bottom  of  it  When  he  heard  an  awful  crash 
behind  him.  He  threw  himself  out  lyficj  providence 
preserved  him. 
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Mr.  Robert  Greenhowprecipitate<l  himself  clown 
the  stairs  over  fire-brands  and  bodies,  with  his  fine 
son  in  his  arms— and  was  saved, 

Mr.  Head  Lmch  made  a wonderful  escape  with 
his  child.  His  lady  was  saved  by  a strong-  man’s 
pulling  her  by  the  hair  of  her  head  over  the  bodies 
in  tl.e  stair-\yay. 

Mr.  Stetson  fell  in  the  lobby  with  his  head  to  the 
.^valt — but  for  a crack  which  his  month  accidentally 
c.-uight,  lie  would  have  died  for  want  of  air — the 
f-csh  air  that  streamed  through  it  revived  him 
enough  to  lift'  Ids  liead  to  the  window — a fresh 
draught  of  it  revived  him,  and  he  jumped  out. 

Mr.  Gordon  %vas  saved  in  a state  of  insensibility. 
His  lady  Was  saved  by  Jumping  through  a window 
and  clinging  to  a man,  and  her  little  daughter 
by'  hanging  to  her  mantle.  They  had  3 children 
there  and  not  one  of  them  was  lost. 

Several  individuals  were  active  in  rescuing  the 
lives  of  their  fellow -creatures  Dr.  ISI^Caw  let 
down  several  from  the  window — ^Mr.  Doyle,  Mr. 
Grant  and’  othei-s,  who  were  out,  received  many  as 
tjiey  were  let  or  jumped  down. 

KEPOnT  OF  THE  COMMITTEF.  OF  rKVESTIGATlON. 

We  the  committee  appointed  by  Qur  fellow-citi- 
zens “to  enquire  into  the  clauses  of  the  melancholy 
catastrophe,  which  took  place  in  this  city  on  Thurs- 
day night  last;  a catastrophe,  which  has  spread  a 
gloom  over  a whole  city,  and  filled  every  eye  with 
tears;  have  given  to  this  melancholy  duty  all  the 
attention  in  our  power.  We  feel  it  due  to  ourselves; 
it  was  due  to  our  weeping  fellow-citizens;  it  was 
due  to  the  world  to  collect  all  the  lights  which 
might  serve  to  elucidate  an  event  whose  effects  are 
so  deeply  written  in  our  hearts.  V/e  have  seeii  eve- 
ry person  who  was  behind  the  scenes,  that  was 
best  able  to  assist  our  enquiries — we  have  heard 
their  statements,  and  after  sifting  them  as  accu- 
rately as  possible,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  to  cuir  afflicted  citizens: 

On  the  night  of  Thursday  last,  the  pantoinine  of 
“The  Bleeding  Nun,  or,  Agnes  and  Raymond” 
came  on  for  representation  aiter  the  play  was  over. 
In  the  first  act,  amongst  other  scenes,  was  the 
scene  of  the  cottage  of  Baptist  the  robber,  which 
was  illuminated  by  a chandelier  apparently  hanging 
from  the  ceiling.  Wlien  the  curtain  fell  on  the 
first  act  and  before  it  rose  bn  the'second,  tliis  chan- 
delier was  lifted  from  its  position  among  the  scene- 
ry above.  It  Was  fixed  with  two  wicks  to  it;  one 
only  of  -them  had  been  lit;  yet  when  it  was  lifted 
above,  this  fatal  lamp  -was  not  exthiguished.  Here 
is  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  our  disasters:  I'lie 
man  who  raised  it  does  not  pretend  to  deny  it — but 
pleads^that  he  did  so  in  consequence  of  an  order 
from  some  person,  whom  he  supposed  authorised 
to  direct  him. — That  person  was  behind  him;  the 
voice  had  reached  him  without  his  seeing  the  person, 
and  he  does  not  pretend  positivel}^  to  recognise  him. 
We  have  not  the  most  distant  idea  that  there  was 
the  slightest.m.ischievous  intention  in  the  order  or 
in  the  act — it  was  inattention — :it  was  the  grossest 
negligence.  Tlve  lifter  of  the  lamps  says  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  danger,  and  remonstrated  against  the 
act;  yet  yielded  with  too  fatal  a facility  to  tlie  re-ite- 
rated  orders  of  a person  whom  he  saw  not  but  sup- 
posed authorised  to  direct  him.  We  cast  not  the 
the  slightest  imputations  upon  the  managers  or  on 
any  of  the  regular  comedians  of  the  stage — their 
po.sitions  at  the  moment  as  well  as  other  circum- 
stances, forbid  the  idea  that  the  order  ever  passed 
from  their  lips;  yet  the  act  was  done.  The  lighted 
lamp  was  lifted— the  torch  of  destruction  gleamed 
at  the  top  of  tlie  stage. 


Mr  Rice  (tl;e  property -man  oT  the  theatre^  sa\:, 
that  he  saw  the ‘scene  w:is  over  in  which  the  lam]^ 
was  u.scd;  lie  saw  the  lamp  alter  it  was  lifted  . 
lie  was  aware  of  the  danger  of  its  remaining- 
position;  and  spoke  to  one  of  the  carpenters, 
times  repeatedly,  “Lower  that  lamp  and  blow 
out.”  He  did  not  see  it  put  out;  for  he  was  drawn 
by  his  business  to  another  part  of  the  stage. 

Mr.  West  declares  that  he  was  passing  by  to 
commence  the  second  act  of  the  pantomine,  and 
saw  the  lamp  up  and  heard  Rice  gi\ing  directions 
to  the  carpenter  to  extinguish  it. 

Mr.  Cook  (the  regular  carpenter  of  the  Theatre) 
declares  that  he  saw  the  carpenter,  alluded  to  above 
attempting  to  let  down  the  lamp  immediately  after 
the  order  to  let  it  down  had  been  given;  that  he 
has  CO  doubt  this  attempt  was  made  in  cotvsequence 
of  the  order;  and  he  saw  the  cords  tangle  and  tlie 
lamp  to  oscillate  several  inches  from  its  perpendicu- 
lar position.  The  chandelier  above  was  moved  iBy 
two  cords  which  -worked  over  two  pulleys,  inser- 
ted in  a collar-beam  of  the  roof,  and  the  straight 
line  from  the  beam  to  the  lamp  w^as,  Mr;  Cook 
thinks,  about  14  or  15  feet.  Thus  some  idea  may 
be  had  of  the  degree  of  oscillation. 

Mr.  Anderson  (one  of  the  performers  of  tlie  the- 
atre) says,  that  he  had  remarked  even  before  the 
representation,  how  unskilfully  the  chandelier  had 
played;  and  that  an  attempt  to  move  it  had  caused 
it  to  ride  circularly  round. 

IMr.  Yore  (another  of  the  w'orkmen  of  the  machi- 
nery,) most  conclusively  confirms  this  statement. 
He  saw,  that  in  the  attempt  fb  low-er  the  lamp,  as  it 
w'as  perched  among  the  scenery,  the  -carpenter  had 
failed  in  his  effort,  that  he  then  j irked  it  and  jostled 
it,  that  it  was  thus  swerved  from  its  perpendicular  al- 
titude, and  broug-ht  into  contact  with  the  lower 
part  of  the  front  scenes.  The  scene  took  fire;  the 
flame  rose,  and  tapering  ahone  it  to  a point,  must 
have  I’eached  the  roof,  which  was  elevated  6 or  7 
feet  above  the  top  of  the  scene 

We  were  assured  that  thei*e  was  not  one  transpa^ 
rent  scene  hanging;  that  is  a scene  coated  wdUr 
varnish  and  extremely  combustible — that  there  was 
only  one  paper  scev^G.  hanging,  which  Mr,  Utt  the 
prompter  declares,  w^as  removed  six  or  eight  feet 
behind  the  lamp.  Thirty-five  scenes  w-ere  at  that 
moment  hanging  exclusive  of  the  flies  or  narrow 
borders  w^hich  represent  the  skies,  roofs,  &c. — and 
of  the.se,  thirty-four  tvei'e  canvass  paintings;  which 
thoug'h  not  extremely  combustible  on  the  painted 
side  are  on  the  other  so  well  covered  wuth  the  fibres 
of  the  hemp  as  to  catch  the  flame, 

Efforts  were  made  to  extinguish  the  flame.  IMr. 
Cook,  the  carpenter,  ascended  into  tlie  carpenter’s 
gallery;  but  in  vain.  He  succeed  in  letting 
down  some  of  the  scenes  upon  the  floor,  under  an 
idea  that  this  was  the  surest  means  of  extingui.shing 
Ihe  flame,  but  he  could  not  extinguish  the  corcLs 
of  the  scene  that  was  then  on  fire.  The  roof  soon 
caught  and  the  sense  of  danger  compelled  him  to 
fly  for  his  life. 

The  committee  must  now  be  under  the  necessity 
of  draw'ing  the  attention  of  our  fellow-citizens,  to 
the  eveiits  which  took  place  in  front  of  the  curtain 
IVIr.  West  states,  that  immediately  on  his  entering 
the  stage  to  go  on  with  his  part  lie  heard  some  bus- 
tle behind  the  scenes  which  he  conceived  to  be  a 
mere  fracas — the  cry  of  “fire”  then  saluted  his 
ears,  which  gave  him  no  serious  apprehensions,  as 
he  knew  that  little  accidents  of  this  description  had 
often  taken  place,  that  he  lieard  some  voices  ex- 
claim “don’t  be  alarmed,”  which  exclamation  he 
^repeated  through  a solicitude  to  prevent  hurry  and 
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confusion;  that  he  had  not  at  that  moment  seen  any 
tiafces  of  fire  fall  from  the  scene;  but  seeing  them 
at  length  fiilling  from  the  roof,  he  retired  behind  the 
ircene  and  found  the  whole  enveloped  in  flames;  that 
be  attempted  to  pull  down  some  of  the  hanging  pie- 
ces; when  finding  it  unavailing,  he  attempted  to 
make  good  bis  own  retreat. 

J\h'.  Robertson^  who  was  the  only  performer  be- 
sides, that  came  before  the  audience,  assured  the 
committee,  that  at  the  moment  when  he  first  dis- 
covered the  flame,  it  was  not  longer  than  his  hand- 
kerchiei';  that  he  repaired  immediately  to  the  stage 
as  near  the  orchestra  as  he  could  come;  there  he 
conveyed  to  the  audience,  not  wishing  to  alarm 
them,  by  gesticulation  to  leave  the  house;  that  in 
the  act  of  doing  that,  he  discovered  the  flames 
moving  rapidly,  and  then  he  exclaimed,  “the  house 
■(or  the  theatre)  is  on  fire;”  that  lie  went  directly  to 
the  stage  box  where  some  three  or  four  ladies  were 
sitting,  entreated  them  to  jump  into  his  arms;  that 
he  could  save  them  by  conveying  tliem  through  the 
])rivate  stage  door;  and  that  he  still  entreated,  until 
he  found  it  necessary  to  make  his  own  escape;  that 
his  own  retreat  by  the  private  door  was  intercepted 
by  the  flames;  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  leap 
into  the  stage  box,  and  join  the  general  crowd  in 
the  lobby;  that  he  gained  one  of  the  front  windows; 
assisted  in  passing  out  some  ten  or  twelve  females, 
but  at  last  found  it  necessary  to  throw  himself  from 
the  window. 

This  narrative  is  due  to  the  exertions  of  a gentle- 
man, who  first  sounded  the  alarm;  and  to  whom 
there  are  a few  who  have  not  done  that  justice  which 
he  deserves. — ^Let  us  now  return  to  the  transmis 
sion  of  the  fire — where  the  point  of  flame  reached 
the  roof.  The  roof  was  unfortunately  not  plastered 
and  ceiled — there  was  a sheathing  of  plank,  pine 
plank  we  are  told,  nailed  over  the  rafters;  and  over 
tliese,  the  shingles.  The  rosin  of  tlie  pine  had 
perhaps  oozed  out  of  the  plank,  through  the  heat  of 
our  summer’s  sun,  and  stood  in  drops  upon  it.  Yet 
however  tliese  may ' have  been,  no  sooner  did  the 
spire  of  the  flames  reach  the  roof  than  it  caught. 

The  fire  spread  with  a rapidity  through  this  com- 
bitstiole  material,  unparallcd,  certainly  never 
equalled  by  any  pf  the  too  numerous  fires  which 
have  desolated  our  city — In  four  or  five  minutes  at 
lead,  the  whole  roof  was  one  sheet  of  flame — it 
burst  through  tlic  bull’s  eve  in  front — it.  sought  the 
windows  where  the  rarefied  vapour  sought  its.pas- 
.sage;  fed  by  the  vast  column  of  air  in  the  hollows 
of  atlicrdre,  fed  by  the  inflammable  pannels  and 
pillars  of  tlie  boxes,  by  the  dome  of  the  pit,  by  tlip 
canvas.s  ceiling  of  the  lower  boxes,  until  its  suffoca- 
ted victims  in  the  front  were  wrapt  in  its  devouring 
flame  of  pressed  to  death  under  the  smoulding 
ruins  of  the  building. 

Here  might  we  pause  in  our  melancholy  task. 
We  inave  traced  the  conflagration  to  the  fatal  lamp, 
liued  as  it  was  lit,  tfienj  irked  and  jostled  out  of  its 
perpendicular  position,  to  tlie  scenery — to  the  roof; 

until  everything  w^  enveloped  in  its  fury But 

there  is  one  part  of  the  subjectwhich  though  it  does 
not  f.dl  strictly  within  the  letter  of  the  Resolution, 
or  perhaps  the  line  of  our  difty,  is  yet  too  interesing 
to  be  passed  over.  Why,  this  fatality?  Why  have 
so  many  victims  perished  on  this  melancholy  occa- 
sion.? It  cannot  be  said,  that  it  was  the  combusti- 
bility of  the  building  and  the  i*apidity  of  the  fire, 
great  as  tliey  undoubtedly  were,  which  altogether 
produced  this  mortality  of  the  species;  for  we  can- 
not believe,  if  large  vomitories  had  been  erected  for 
the  pa.ssage  of  the  crowd,  if  there  had-becn  doors 


enough  to  admit  them,  that  more  than  one  tenth  of 
an  audience  should  have  perished  on  the  occasion. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  ill 
construction  of  the  theatre  itself,  was  principally 
its  cause.  How  numerous  were  the  occasions  on 
which  it  had  long  before  been  said,  as  the  crowd  was 
slowly  retiring  at  the  end  of  a play,  “Suppose  the 
house  were  on  fii’e,  what  should  we  do.?”  Yet  we 
slept  with  too  fatal  a security  over  the  evil— wc 
trusted  and  we  are  ruined.  New  doors  were  not 
opened;  the  winding  stair  case  was  not  straitened, 
the  access  to  the  avenues  of  tlie  theatre  was  not  en- 
larged. 

Even  the  relics  of  our  fellow  citizens  as  they  lay, 
pointed  out  the  causes  of  this  fatality.  They  were 
found  strewed  in  heaps  at  the  foot  of  the  narrow 
stair  case,  which  led  from  the  boxes;  and,  though 
with  less  profusion,  on  the  ground  immediately 
under  the  lobby  of  tlie  boxes  above,  from  which 
lobby,  their  retreat  down  the  stairs  had  been  inter- 
cepted by  the  crowd  which  choaked  them  up.  On 
that  fatal  night,  there  were  in  the  pit  and  boxes  518 
dollar  tickets  and  80  children,  exclusive  of  50  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  galleries.  Of  these,  598  had 
to  pass  through  one  common  avenue,  and  although 
all  the  spectators  in  the  pit  may  have  escaped,  ex- 
cept a few  who  may  have  jumped  into  the  boxes, 
yet  the  croM'd  in  the  lower  and  upper  boxes  had  no 
other  resource  than  to  press  through  a narrow  angu- 
lar stair  case,  or  to  leap  the  windows.^ 

The  committee  cannot  close  their  melancholy 
labors  witliout  expressing  one  hope,  that  irreparable 
as  our  own  calamities  have  been  we  may  not  have 
suffered  altogether  in  vain;  that  our  own  misfor- 
tunes may  serve  as  beacons  to  the  rest  of  cur  coun- 
trymen, and  that  lio  tlieatre  should  be  permitted  to 
be  opened  in  tlie  other  cities  of  the  United  States 
until  every  facility  has  been  procured  for  the  escape 
of  the  audience,” 

[Purvsuant  to  an  ordinance  of  the  common  council 
of  the  city  of  Richmond,  the  place  of  burying  the 
remains  of  those  who  suffered  by  the  fire  was  chang- 
ed from  the  public  ground  to  the  area  formerly  en- 
closed within  the  walls  of  the  theatre,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  enclosed  by  a wall  five  feet  high. 

The  interment  took  place  on  Sunday  the  30th.  A 
mournful  procession  was  made  to  the  “devoted 
spot.”  The  mangled  remains  were  chiefly  enclosed 
in  two  large  mahogany  boxes;  and  were  deposited 
in  the  centre  of  the  place  where  the  pit  stood.  The 
city  was  bathed  in  tears.] 

Register  of  the  Dead. 

(X;/’  In  addition  to  the  63  persons  (says  the  Enqui- 
rer) who  were  published  in  our  last*  from  the  report 
of  the  committee,  we  are  pained  to  be  compelled  to 
subjoin  the  following  melancholy  list: — 

Perished  in  the  fames — Miss  Elvira  Coutts,  Mrs. 
Pickit,  not  wife  of  Mr.  C.  P.  Miss  Littlepage,  Jean 
Baptiste  Rox,  Thomas  Learoix,  Robert  Ferrill  a 
mulatto  boy. 

Dxpired  since — On  Saturday  night,  Mrs.  John' 
Boshen,  and  at  11  o’clock  on  Sunday  night  E.  J. 
Harvie,  esq.  in  consequence  of  an  injury  received  iil 
his  efforts  to  save  \\\s  unfortunate  sister  from  the 
flames!! 

To  the  citizens  of  Richmond. 

In  the  sincerity  of  afflicted  minds,  and  dec]Dly 
wounded  hearts,  permit  iis  to  express  the  anguisfi 
which  we  feel  for  the  late  dreadful  calamity,  of  whicli 
we  cannot  but  consider  oui'selves  the  Innocent  cause 
— ^From  a liberal  and  enlightened  community  we 
* See  page  330.  . . ~ 
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fear  noreproaclies,  but  we  are  too  conscious  that  ma- 
ny have  too  much  cause  to  wish  they  had  never 
known  us.  To  their  mercy  we  appeal  for  forgive- 
ness, not  for  a crime  committed,  but  for  one  which 
could  not  be  prevented.  Our  own  loss  cannot  be 
estimated  but  by  ourselves — ’tis  true  (with  one  ex- 
ception) we  have  not  to  lament  the  loss  of  life — but 
we  have  lost  our  friends,  our  pati'ons,  our  property 
and  in  part,  our  homes — Nor  is  this  all  our  loss — 
In  this  miserable  calamity  we  find  a sentence  of  ba- 
nishment from  your  hospitable  city.  No  more  do 
we  expect  to  feel  that  glow  of  pleasure  which  per- 
vades a grateful  heart,  while  it  receives  favors  libe- 
rally bestowed.  Never  again  shall  we  behold  that 
feminine  humanity  which  so  eagerly  displayed  itself 
to  soothe  the  victim  of  disease,  and  view  with  ex- 
ultation the  benevolent  who  fostered  the  fatherless, 
and  shed  a ray  of  comfort  on  the  departing  soul  of  a 
dying  mother.  Here  then  we  cease — the  eloquence 
of  grief,  is  silence. 

James  Rosey  William  JlndersoTiy 

Hopkins  liobertsorij  Thomas  BurkCy 

Charles  Youngy  A.  Placicley 

Charles  Hurangy  J.  W,  Greeny 

William  TioaitSy  Wni.  Clark. 

From  the  Enquirer  of  January  2. 

CoxcLUsiox. — There  aie  some  of  the  unfortu- 
nate victims  of  Thursday  night,  whose  particular 
fates  we  have  in  vain  attempted  to  penetrate.  We 
have  taken  uncommon  pains  to  collect  an  authentic 
narrative  of  the  events  of  this  disastrous  night;  we 
have  requested  the  aid  of  every  person  whom  we  had 
heard  was  capable  of  furnishing  any  information  and 
to  whom’  the  subject  was  not  too  tender  to  be  men 
tioned;  yet  it  is  with  .some  pain  we  have  failed  in 
our  efforts.  We  should  be  sorry  even  to  u^'ear  the 
mos  distant  appearance  of  neglecting  the  fate  or 
the  memory  of  any  one  who  perished  on  that  deplo- 
rable night — but  this  appearance  at  least  is  inevita- 
hle.  Tnere  were  few  persons  so  cool  and  collected 
as  to  be  able  to  illustrate  the  horrors  of  that  night ; 
several, who  were  able  to  point  out  particular  threads 
in  the  disastrous  u'eb  or  destiny  are  no  doubt  un- 
known to  us  : And  some  who  have  promised,  to  re- 
duce their  narratives  to  paper,  have  been  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  their  engag-ements  or  their  feeling, s. 
The  following  are  the  only  statements  which  we 
have  received.  They  are  enough,  however,  to 
communioate  a faint  idea  of  the  collective  horrors 
of  the  seene;  what  a group  would  have  breathed 
Upon  the  canvass,  iffafew  faint  strokes  of  the  pen^ 
cil  are  so  affecting!  If  such  were  the  feelings  of  a 
few  individuals,  what  must  have  been  the  situation 
of  500  people.?  How  impotent  is  the  pencil  of  Ra- 
phael in  the  Vatican,  where  he  attempts  to  paint  the 
conflagi’ation  of  Rome ! 

We  should  still  proceed  in  oTtr  researches — but 
the  reader  has  contemplated  horrors  enough.  It 
is  time  to  leave  the  patlis  of  death.  We  have  dwelt 
long  enough  on  this  melancholy  theme;  and  we 
are  anxious  to  relieve  our  columns  from  the  sombre 
table  of  woe.  With  this  paper,  therefore,  let  us 
cease  the  strains  of  grief;  let  us  drop  the  subject. 
There  is  only  another  point  of  view  in  which  we 
yet  propose  to  consider  it;  but  this  not  directly 
calculated  to  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  such  as  have 
lost  their  friends.  Let  us  open  the  pages  of  history, 
an  1 see  whether  this  is  the  only  city,  which  has 
been  .fHicted  by  so  severe  a visitation-— whether 
this  i.-;  the  only  people,  whom  “the  paths  of  plea- 
sure have  led  to  the  grave!” 

We  have  learnt  nothing  very  particularly  authen- 
tic of  the  fate  of  Mrs-  Thomas  Wilson — we  have 


merely  heard  that  with  the  cool  and  deliberate  reso- 
lution of  a strong  mind,  she  remained  for  a time  in 
her  first  position,  fearing  rather  the  consequences 
of  precipitation  and  tumult,  than  the  rapidity  of 
the  flames.  They  indeed  baffled  all  ressonoble  cal- 
culation, and  too  many  have  fallen  victims  to  this 
fatal  mistake!  Mrs.  Wilson  perished- — one  of  the  best 
of  wives,  the  best  of  of  mothers,  the  most  exemplary 
step-mother  that  ever  lived!  Words  cannnot  express 
the  agony  of  her  distressed  family — the  deep  de- 
jection of  all  her  friends. 

The  fate  of  Mrs.  Hei*on  is  also  wrapt  in  oblivion. 
She  had  been  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  her  hus- 
band by  a disastrous  accident — and  her  children 
have  now  lost  their  mother  by  one  still  more  rapid 
and  resistles.  She  was  eminently  true  to  all  the 
domestic  charities  of  life.  But  neither  the  hand  of 
affection,  of  friendship,  nor  respect  could  snatch  her 
from  the  tomb. 

Mrs.  Cook,  the  lamented  wife  of  Mr.  William 
Cook,  and  her  daughter  Rebecca,  perished  toge- 
ther. Long  shall  the  disconsolate  husband  and 
father,  weep  over  their  ashes.  Three  motherless 
children  are  left  behind  her. 

Btit  why  spread  before  the  reader,  all  the  havoc 
of  the  scene.? — The  young  have  sunk  as  well  as  the 
married:  The  Interesting  Margaret  Copeland,  the 
third  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles  Copeland;  Patty 
Griffin,  the  only  child  of  her  aged  mother;  Miss 
Nelson,  Miss  Page,  Miss  Craig',  all  of  them  dear 
to  their  families  and  friends,  William  Southgate, 
the  only  prop  of  the  family  of  Wright  Southgate, 
dec.  Each  has  his  merits;  each  has  the  public  tear. 

What  a scene  was  exliibited  for  several  hours  af- 
ter the  tragic  event.  Many  were  ignorant  of  tlie 
fate  of  their  friends.  Almost  every  , one  had  his  fears 
and  suspicions.  During  the  next  day  two  persons 
could  scarcely  meetwithoutexchangingexpressions 
full  of  solicitude:— “Have  you  lost  any  of  your 
family:  “Is  your  family  safe?.?’  “I  am  glad  of  it 
I am  glad  of  it.” 

Many  escaped  with  extreme  difficulty.  Several 
have  a broken  limb.  Mr.  John  Richards  has  bro- 
ken his  leg;  Mr.  Carter  Page  has  broken  his.  Miss 
Pendleton  has  also  broken  a limb.  Mr.  Scott,  of 
Fairfax  is  much  burnt.  Some  were  severely  burnt, 
whose  clothes  were  whole. 

^Ye  trust  that  the  number  of  the  dead  is  now  ex. 
haiisted.  M''e  had  understood  that  some  strangers 
had  tuTived  at  particular  taverns  whose  names  were 
unknown — and  these  were  said  to  be  missing.  We 
have  enquired,  and  are  happy  to  find  it  a mistake. 
[Here  follows  several  details  by  persons  who  escap- 
ed, which  we  are  compelled  at  least  to  defer. 


Cannony  Small  Arras,  &c. 

Itnt^SE  or  IIEpaESEXTATIWKS. 

Monday,  Dec.  16. — IMr.  Seybert  delivered  tlie  fol- 
lowing report:  . , 

The  committee  to  xvhom  tvas  referred  much  of  the 
Presidenfs  message  as  relates  to  the  manufacture  of 
cannon  and  small  arms,  and  the  providing  munitions 
' of  -war,”  after  having,  accordmg  to  order  con- 
sidered the  several  subjects  submitted,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT  IX  part. 

That,  it  is,  at  all  times  expedient  for  a nation  to 
be  supplied  with  an  ample  stock  of  all  such  articles 
and  materials  as  are  requisite  for  defensive  or  offen- 
sive operations.  Such  provisions  will  make  its  citi- 
zens confident  at  home,  whilst  they,  at  the  same 
time,  guarantee  respect  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations 
No  one,  it  is  presumed,  will  deny  that  an  extensive 
supply  of  implements  of  war  is  preferable  to  the 
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{imount  of.  theix’  cost  lying^  buried  rn  the  vaults  of 
the  ti’easury,  more  especially  '.vlien  it  is  considered, 
that  oh  occasions  of  ilie  first  importance  they  are 
indisjyensably  ncccssaiy,  and  that  fox*  the  greater 
'part  tlxeyare  imperishable  I’rom  their  nature.  The 
])ropo.sition  just  laid'do'.vn  will  appear  evident,  when 
it  xs  recollected  tli'at  the  least  rumour  of  a war  will 
immediately  add  to  the  value  of  such  articles,  very 
,^neraliy,  tfrom.  50.to  100  per  centum;  nay,  this 
declaration  mig^ht  be  carried  milch  fiirther,  and  it 
may  be  our  plate  to  notice  the  fact,  that  under  cir- 
cumstances far  fx’om  being  the  most  unfavoux*able; 
3'^-fined  salt  petre  has  commanded  the  enormous 
price  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pound;  where- 
as, its  oi-dinai*y  value  is  about  thirty  cents  per  pound 
XTX  our  markets. 

It  is  also  well  known,  th^t  manufactured  articles, 
which  ai*e  made  in  haste,  are  generally  very  defec- 
tive—this  slxould  be  particularly  guarded  against  in 
the  case  of  fire  arms  of  every  description.  When 
it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to-  provide  such 
equipments,  contractors  always  insist  upon  theix’ 
own  terms.  Experience  has  proved  tliat  contracts 
under  such  circumstances  on  national  account,  we 
do  not  confine  this  assertion  to  oin*  ov^n  country, 
liave  been  made  to  great  disadvantage.  Regular  an- 
nual supplies,  in  time  of  peace,  should  always  be 
preferx'ed.  It  would  he  unwarrantable  in  the  extreme 
to  Ixazai’d  a want  of  this  kind  until  the  last  inoinent 
-—until  the  enemy  may  he  at  our  doork.  It  will  be 
in  vain  to  look  for  additions  from  Europe  at  a period 
when  tlxe  extensive  naval  force  of  an  enemy,  aided 
by  many  private  armed  ships,  shall  sWarm  on  the 
uce.an.  Who  could  then  be  so  hai’dy  as  to  entex’tain 
the  expectation  of  frequent  .arrivals  in  our  ports? 

It  is  will)  peculia*-  satisfaction  your  committee 
finds  itself,  under  tlic  waiTunty  of  the  proper  depart- 
ment, to  state  that  many  of  the  most  necessary, 
are  articles  of  whicli  thei’e  is  a considerable  stock 
on  haixd,  and  that  others  of  them  are  abundant  in 
our  territory.  Oi-,  in  the  words  of  the  message,  we 
inay  be  jxerniitted  to  I’epeat  that  “the  manufixeture  of 
cannon  and  snxall  arms,  and  the  stock  and  resources 
of  all  the  nce.es.sai‘y  munitions  are  adequate  to  emer- 
gencie.s.”  ■ 

The  ilourisliing  state  of  the  foundaries  tlxrough- 
out  the  Xaiilcd  'States;  they  have  been  heretofore 
successfully  emjdoyed,'on  government  account,  in 
Rhode  Islamlj  i^^^^  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
Vand,  Uhe  dis,driet  of  Columbia,  &c.  7’he  regular 
supplies  of  siiiiill  arms,  of  every  description,  from 
ilie  e.stablrVliniynts'whrch  arc  howunder  the  control 
of  the  government,  and  the.se  seconded  by  the  several 
<ain  traces  which  have  been  already  made  with  indi- 
viduals ill  vicrimis  parts  of'  the  Union,  together  with 
the  ease  with  which  they  may  be  multiplied  so  as  to 
mce,t  tlie  d^niands  which  circumstances  may  require, 
i idependent  of  the  xn'rangemcnts  made  on  the  paid 
of  the  shitqs  individually,  are  some  of  the  many 
proofs  which  demonstrate  the  gi’cat  resources  of 
this  re.pul:^ic..  What  nation  can.  boast  of, move  or 
.Ijeltcr  iron,  th.ah  tlxe  United  States?  Our  foundaries 
have  not  only  been  in. .successful  opex*ation,  they  ai*e 
far  from  and  have  ax-rived  at  perfec- 

tion. Upon  the  best  .authority  we  state  the  furnaces, 
forges  and  hloomeries  in  the  United  States  to  be  five 
liuiuh-ed  and  thirty.  The  art  of  boring’  cannon  is, 
in  many  places  in  Europe,  deemed  a .seci-et  of  great 
importance;  they  thei-e  keep  their  cutters  conceal- 
ed from  strangers  in  leathern  bags.  In  the  United 
States  this  process  is  so  well  understood,  that  an  in- 
spector of  our  artillery  has  declai-ed  to  the  world 
'»-he  nc^■cr  was  compelled  to.  reject  a,  gun  on  account 


of  a defect  in  i he  bore,”  though  he  examined  “up- 
wards of  two  thousand  cannon  ofdilfercnt  calibres.?’ 
It  is  notorious  that  we  may  nave  lead,  from  the 
mines  of  otir  country,  to  any  amount,'  Our  i-esour- 
ces  tor' salt'  pette  in  the  western  states  are  said  to  be 
inexhaustible.  Of  sulphui'!  we  have  a considerable 
stock  in  store.  Each  of  the  states  can  furnish  an 
extensive  catalogue  of  powder  mills;  their  number 
in  the  United  States  amounts  to  two  hundred  a’ld 
seven,  and  many  of  them  are  celeb;-ated  for  the  ex- 
cellence of  their  powder.  Notwithstanding  these 
fiicts,  it  is  necessai-y  to  repeat,  that  under  the  pre- 
sent aspect  of  a-fifiiirs,  R is  propei-  a further  provision 
of  all  the  munitions  of  war  be  forthwith  madci  Ex- 
penditures to  a considerable  amount  when  ajvphed 
to  such  purposes,  will  ultimately  be  found  to  be 
econorhy  in  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of  the  tex-m, 
by  the  saving  of  the  dxfiercnce  between  the  pi-esent 
pi-ices  ami  such  as  will  be  demanded  when  we  shall 
be  at  war.  In  conformity  with  these  views,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  report  a bill. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESEN'r  ATIVES. 

Thursdays  January  2. — Mr.  M‘Kce  stated  to  the  _ 
house,  that  as  chairman  of  the  cornmittce  on  In- 
dian affairs,  he  had  received  a letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  war  on  a subject  which  did  not  come  pro- 
pei’ly  before  that  committee,  but  belonged  to  the 
committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures.  This 
letter  complains  of  the  want  of  goods  projxer  for 
the  Indian  Department,  and  suggests  the  pi-opriety 
of  making  an  exception  in  the  non-importation,  lav.- 
in  favoui'  of  these  goods.  Mr.  M‘lvee,  in  conformi- 
ty with  this  lettei*,  ofiei-ed  the  following  resolution, 
which,  with  the  letter  of  the  seci-etai-y  of  war,  he 
wished  might,  for  the  pi-esent,  lie  upon  the  table, 
until  mei-nbcrs  shall  have  had.  an  opportunity  of  oon- 
sidering  the  subject. 

^^Resolvsdi  that  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manuiaeturcs  be  instructed  to  cmfuire  into  the  ex- 
])ediency  of  authorising  by  law,  the  introduction 
into  the  United  States,  such  foreign  goods  as  ipay 
be  necessary  for  the  usual  supply  of  the  Indian  De- 
partment.”— Oi-dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bassett  wished  to  make  a motion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a claim  which  had  ixeen  betbi-e  congrc.ss'  for 
24  years,  and  which,  thei-efore,  ought  to  bo  deckled 
upon.  Much  dilficulty,  no  doubt,  had  .-itteudcd 
the  investig.otion;  but,  nevei-theless,  if  the  claim 
be  a just  one,  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  or,  if  other- 
wise, rejected  it.  In  order  to  obtailx  this  object,  he 
pi-oposed  the  following  resolution;  ■; 

^‘Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  claims  be,  in- 
structed to  enquii-e  into  the  expediency  of  refew-ing 
the  claim  of  I3e,aumai-chais’  heirs  to  some  eoui^t  of 
the  United  Skates,  in  form  of  a case  agrocil  between 
the  attorney-g-eiieral  and  the  agent  of  the  said  clpiru, 
or  in  such  other  foi-m  as  may  be  agreed  ou  by  the 
attorney -general  and  the  said  agent.” 

After  some  objections  from  Messi-s.  Fisk,  Pitkin, 
Quincey  and  Alston,  the  resolution  wa.s  ncgatjved. 
It  was  stated  to  be  a novel  proccdui-e;  that  igtlu.s 
claim  were  to  take  the,  proposed  direction,  -flxcro 
wei-e  hundreds  of  others  might  follow  it,  ,lt.  'Vas 
hoped  that  congi-ess  would  never  se'itd  any  dlaiux 
made  upon  the  governtuen.t  to  be  decided  in  hex- 
courts.  This,  said  Air.  Alston,  “would  be  throw- 
ing the'  independence  of  the  country  at  the  fept  of 
the  judicLiry.”  This  claim,  though  it  appeared  in 
the  name  of  an  individual,  it  was  stated  was  more 
in  the  nature  of  a claim  of  the  French  goyenimeut 
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upon  the  government  of  this  country,  than  an  indi- 
vidual claim.  The  committee  of  claims,  at  all 
events,  ought  to  come  to  a decision  upon  this  sub- 
ject, without  attempting  to  remove  the  settlement 
to  any  other  tribunal. 

The  speaker  announced  a bill  from  the  senate 
extending  the  time  of  certain  patents  granted  to  Ro- 
bert Fulton,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed; 
though  not  without  some  objections. 

Mr.  Alston  stated  it  to  be  a very  extraordinary 
thing  that  an  application  should  be  made  for  an  ex- 
tension of  a patent  which  had  not  been  granted 
more  than  two  years.  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr  Mitchill  in  favour  of  the  extension,  the  bill  was 
suffered  to  take  the  usual  course. 

American  seamen — Mr.  Wright  called  up  for 
consideration,  a resolution  which  be  had  laid  upon 
the  table  some  days  ago,  proposing  the  appointment 
of  a committee  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  protection, 
recovery  and  indemnification  of  American  seamen. 
It  was  accordingly  taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  a com- 
mittee of  five  members  appointed. 

AnniTiONAi  An  MY, — The  house  then  took  up  the 
order  of  the  day,  which  was  the  bill  from  the  senate 
to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  a new  section,  providing  “ tliat  the  officers 
appointed  by  virtue  of  tliis  act  shall  respectively  re- 
ceive their  commissions  during  such  term  only  as 
.the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  deem  neces- 
saiy;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
discharge  such  officers  whenever  their  services  are 
*o  longer  wanted.  And  that  no  general,  field  or 
staff  officer  who  may  be  appointed  under  this  act, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  pay  or  emolument 
until  called  into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer 
time  than  he  shall  remain  therein.” 

This  amendment  was  carried,  there  being  69. 
members  in  favor  of  it. 

[Several  other  unsuccessful  attempts  at  ametxfh 
vmnts  were  made— on  the  final  question  shall  the 
bill  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading?”  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bibb,  Blackledge, 
Bleecker,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Cheeves,  Clay,  Corchran,  Clopton,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earl, 
Emott,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold, 
Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Hyncrnon,  Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Lit- 
tie,  Livingston,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maxwell,  :Moore, 
M‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  Mitchill,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Nelson,.  New,  Newton,  Ocmsby, 
Paulding,^  Pickens,  Piper,  Pond,  Porter,  Quincy, 
Reed,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage, 
Salomons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert;  Shaw,  G.  Smith, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Sullivan,  Tallman,  Talliaferro, 
Tr.tcy,  Troup,  Turner,  Van  Cortlandt,  Williams, 
Widg^ry,  Winn,  Wright— 90. 

NAYS, — Messrs,  Baker,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Champion,'- -Chittenden,  Daven- 
port, Ely,  Fitch,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis, 
M.icoii,  M'Brvde,  Mosely,  Newbold,‘  Pearson,  Pit- 
kin, Potter,  Ravidolph,  Rodman,  Sheffey,  Smilie, 
Stanford,  Stewart^  Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson— 35. 

Friday^  January  3. — Mr.  Newton,  from  the  com- 
mittee ofcommerce  and  manufactures,  reporteda bill 
to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  the 
authority  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to 
purchase  from  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  a 
pew  method  of  lighting  light-houses,  and  for  other 


purposes.  [Mr.  X.  stated,  that  by  this  new  method,  a 
light-house  which  now.  consumes  1400  gallons  of  oil 
in  a certain  period,  would  be  supplied  by  400  only.J 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  persons  entitled  to  pensions 
had  found  great  difficulty  in  complying  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  law  as  it  now  stood.  lie  wish- 
ed to  simplify  the  business,  and  for  that  purpose  of- 
fered to  the  house  a resolution,  which,  after  some 
observations  from  different  members,  and.  receiving 
an  amendment  from  Mr.  Gholson,  tlie  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  claims,  was  agreed  to,  and  refer- 
red to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Porter,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations,  said  that  it  having  been  discover- 
ed that  there  was  some  parts  of  the  bill  for  raising 
a volunteer  corps,  which  required  correction,  and 
which  could  be  better  done  by  the  committee  who 
reported  it  than  in  committee  of  the  whole,  he 
would  move  to  discharge  the  committee  of  the  whole 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order 
to  recommit  it. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  of  the 
whole  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  recommitted. 

Mr.  Jennings  offered  a resolution  calling  upon 
the  president  of  the  United  States  for  information 
respecting  the  appointment  of  certain  Indian  agents, 
8cc.  in  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  territories;  but  some 
objection  being  made  to  it,  on  the  ground  of  a simi- 
lar resolution  having  already  been  entered  iuio,  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  bill  for 
raising  an  additional  force  was  taken  up  and  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  question  being  put  “ shall 
the  bill  pass  its  third  reading?” 

Mr.  Sheffey  rose  and  spoke  for  about  three  hours 
against  the  passag’e  of  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  main- 
taining the'  country  in  a state  of  peace. 

After  which,  Mr.  Rhea  said  he  wished  to  deliver 
his  sentiments  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  but  as  it 
was  late,  he  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was 
carried. 

Saturday,  January  4. — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  containing  an  account  of  the  application  and 
expenditure  of  monies  in  that  department  for  the 
past  year. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  on  account  of 
the  expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund. 

And  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, in  conformity  to  the  act  of  1810,  with  an 
account  of  the  expenses  attending  our  intercourse 
with  the  Barbary  powers. 

These  several  documents  ivere  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A bill  from  the  senate,  for  establishing  a quarter 
mastex*’s  department,  was  twice  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Blount,  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage relating  to  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Morrow  proposed  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  a committee, of  five  m.em- 
bers  appointed: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  c6nfirming  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  tlie  state  of  Ohio,  as  designated  by 
the  constitution  of  that  state,  and  as  provided  by 
law  for  the  actual  surveying  of  the  nortli  and  west 
boundary  lines  of  the  said  state,  and  that  they  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  order  of  the  day,  which  was  the  bill  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  military  force,  was  then  takei> 
up,  Messrs.  Rhea,  Pickens,  Lowndes,  Harper, 
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M’Kim  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Hr.  Macon  against  the  arrangement  of  the  force, 
intended  to  be  raised;  but  in  favor  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill. 

The  house  rose  at  5 o’clock,  without  taking  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Monday^  January  6. — Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  Was  referred 
the  petitions  of  the  collectors  of  several  ports,  made 
a supplemental*^  report,  which  recommended  that, 
the  prayer  of  the  several  petitions  of  the  collectors 
of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  Boston,  New-York/ 
Baltimore  and  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  of 
the  naval  officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ought 
not  to  be  granted.  Committed. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  the  bill  authorising  the  president 
to  accept  of  volunteer  corps,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which  was  committed. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  by  an  act  of  1808,  a 
regiment  of  light  artillery  was  directed  to  be  raised. 
This  was  considered  by  the  secretary  of  war  as 
horse  artillery;  but  the  bill  did  not  provide  for 
mounting  them.  He  therefore  introduced  a bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  for  raising,  for  a limited 
time,  an  additional  military  force,  which  Was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary-  of  the  navy,  in  pursuance  of  a resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  the  26th  iilt.  requesting  a state- 
ment of  the  vessels  which  had  been  repaired  since 
the  year  1801,  and  the  bost  thereof,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force;  which  after  speeches  from 
Messrs.  Stanford,  Boyd  and  Stow  against  it,  and 
by  Mr,  D.  K.  Williams  in  favor  of  it,  finally  passed, 
94  to  34.  The  yeas  and  nays  ^ye^e  as  follow: 

YE  \S. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Av- 
ery, Bacon,  Bard,  Bartlet,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Black- 
ledge,  Bleecker;  Bloiuvt,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Cheeves,  ClaVy  Cochran,  Clopton, . Con- 
dit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Daw.son,  Desha,  Dinsmoor, 
i’-arl,  Emmott,  Findley,  Fi.sk,  Franklin,  Gholson,. 
Cold,  Green,  Gru!K4^  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Hai*per, 
Hawes,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  liacock, 
Lefever,  Little,  Livingston,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Max- 
well, Moore,  M’ Coy,  M’Kee,  IM’Kim, ' Metcalf, 
.Afilnor,  Mitchill,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New, 
Newton,  Orm-sby,  Paulding,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pond, 
Portei*,  Quincy,  Reed,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane, 
Robert.s,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,'  Sevier,  Seyhert, 
Shaw,  G.  SmiUx,.  J.  .Smith,  Strong,  Sullivan, 
Taliraan,  Talliaferro,  li'acy,  Troup,  Turner,  t'.an- 
Oortlandt,  Williaihs,  Widgerj',  Winn,  Wright — 94. 

NAYS, — Messrs,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckeuridge, 
Brigham,,  Campion,,  Cliittendcn,  Davenport,  Fdy, 
Fitch,  Hufty,  Tajckscn^  Key,  Law,  Lewis,  Macoh, 
M’Bride,  Moscly,  New  hold,'  Peai^on,  -'Piihin,  Pot- 
ter, Randolph,  Rodman,  Shcfiey,  Smilie,  Stan- 
ford, Stewart^  Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Wheaton,  Wi'.ite,  \v  dson~34  . - 

Tuenday^  Ja7ivMry7--~^li'.  Bacon  reported  a bill 
for  defraying,  .the -expcncca  of  six  «ompa:iicx:  of 
rangers  for  the  which  iyas  .twice  read. 

Mr.  Newton  iriun  . the,  coruniittee  of  couinwree 
and  hunuia’ctuiTs  hill  far  .the  relief  of 

dio.sc  ivamerous  , petiiloners  who  .have  p,urcha.sed 
goods  previous  to  t])e,prcclair.atIon,  .and  which  now 
i’emain  in  Great  Bii  hah  and  her  colonies.  Mr.  N, 
abserved  tl'  at  tiie,CQrqmlttee  h;;d  pau.^cd  on  the.se  pe- 
titions, till  they  r..a\y  that  Congrc.ss  had  taken  a po- 
sition from  wnidi  they  wpidilmot  goback-^Vamanly 
attiUide”  Ari.dc  ihc  or.':’'-'’ of  the  day  for  Friday^ 


Mr.  Seybert  reported  a hill  for  autliorising  the 
purchase  of  ortlnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Mr.  S ' 
observed  that  as  we  had  the  men  we  should  provide 
the  arms  necessary  to  put  into  their  hands.  We 
had  great  resources,  534  forges,  207  powder  mills, 
lead  in  abundance  could  be  procured — sulphur  was 
the  only  article  of  difficulty.  [The  bill  appropri-’ 
ates  ^ 1,500,000;  and  has  passed  its  second  reading 
in  the  house,} 

The  house  then  went  into  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Tallmadge  in  tiie  chair,  on  the  bill  top 
the  relief  of  disabled  and  superannuated  olficcrs  and 
seamen. 

Several  amendments  to  the  bill  having  been  agreed' 
to,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  laid  it  on  the 
table. 

A message  was  received  ft’om  the  President  of  the- 
U.  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  transmitting  a report 
from  the  directors  of  the  mint  relative  to  the  opera-' 
tions  of  the  mint  during  tlie  last  year.  Read  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  resolution  against  the  repeal  of  cer- 
tain provisions  in  the  statutes  of  limitation — Mr*' 
Nelson  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  against  the  resolution.  It  was 
disagreed  to,  and  a resolution  in  favor  of  the  re- 
peal of  those  statutes  so  far  as  regaixls  certain  des- 
criptions of  claims  embraced  in  a resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Bacon,  and  reported  several  timek- 
verbatim,  was  adopted — yeas  49;  nays  36. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  resolution  to  iiv 
struct  the  committee  of  claims  to  report  accord^ 
ing  to  the  merits  of  all  revolutionary  claims,  al- 
though they  may  be  barred  by  tlie  statutes  of  limita- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gholson  spoke  in  its  favor;  Mr.  Bacon  against 
it. 

' Before  a decision  obtained,  the  committee  rose. 

And  the  hoilse' adjourned  at  three  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  January  8. — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a petition  of  the  Urselme  Nuns  at  New- 
prieans,  praying  that  the  hospital  which  adjoins 
their  conventj  and  is  in  a decayed  state,  may  be  re- 
moved, and  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  build  a 
house  thereon  for  the  education  of  females. — Refer- 
red. 

'Fhe  syieaker  laid  before  the  house,  an  addrc.ss  and 
resolutions  of  ±he  legislature  of  the  state  of  Oiiio', 
approbatory  of  the  measurc.s"  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, which  were  ordered  i;o  lie  on  the  table 

The  speaker  also  presented  a statement  from  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  conformity  to  the  act  re- 
quiring the  same,  respecting  the  conipcn.sation  of 
clerks. 

And  another,  of  the  contracts  made  by  llie  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  during  the  past  year;  which  were 
ordered  (o  be  printed. 

Mr.  M’Kee,  from  the  Committee  to  wliom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United. 
States,  transmitting  two  letters  of  governor  Harri- 
son respecting,  the  affair  on  the  Wabash,  fnade  a re* 
jjort,  recommending-  sundry  resolutiohs,  making 
])i-ovision  for  the  sufferere  in  that  engagement;  as 
well  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  were 
killed.  The  report  was  committed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed,  viz.  an  act  to  ^enable  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  decide  upon  tlie  ca.se.of  the  Eliza  Ann; 
belonging  to  Ezekiel  I lubbell;  and  an  act  authorise 
ing  the  purchase  of  ordnance,  ordsance  stores, 
camp  equippage,  and  other  quarter  master’s  stores, 
and  small  arms,  ; ' 
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VoiuNTKiR.  Corps. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie, 
the  house  took  up  the  order  of  the  day,  and  wei\t 
into  a committee  on  the  hill  to  authorise  the  presi- 
dent of  tlie  United  States  to  accept  of  certain  vo- 
lunteer corps,  Air.  Basset  in  the  cliair. 

The  bill  being-  read,  an  amendment  was  proposed 
to  prevent  the  land  which  is  provided  for  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  any  volunteer  who  shall  fall 
in  the  service  from  being-  sold  to  speculators;  but 
after  various  attempts  at  amending  the  amendment, 
and  considerable  discussion,  it  was  discovered  that 
no  volunteer  could  dispose  of  this  land,  as  he  never 
\vould  have  any  right  in  it,  as  it  vested  in  his  heirs 
in  case  he  died  in  the  sendee  only.  The  ameiid- 
ments  were  of  course  disagreed  to. 

A motion  was  afterwards  made  to  allow  c^'ery 
volunteer,  who  had  served  twelve  mo)iths  on  leav- 
ing the  service,  eighty  acres  of  land;  but  this  was 
disagreed  to,  on  the  ground  that  the  men  who  enter- 
ed  into  this  service,  would  enter  from  patriotic  mo- 
tives and  ought  not  to  be  put  on  a level  with  the  re- 
gular  soldiei-^. 

The  committee  rose  without  going  through  the 
bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  [The  blank  in 
the  8th  section  was  filled  with  g3,000,000  to  provide 
for  50,000  men.]  • • 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  inform- 
ing' the  house  that  the  senate  had  agreed  to  all  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  milita- 
ry force,  except  the  proviso  in  the  first  sectioiij 
and  the  three  additional  sections,  to  which  they  dts- 
agi’ee.  - 

The  proviso  disagi’eed  to,  is  in  the  following  words: 
^'Provided,  /iOwea<?r,  ’ That  commissioned  officer  s 
for  six  only  of  the  said  regiments  shall  be  appointed 
until  three-foiirths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  com- 
plete such  six  regiments  have  been  enlisted,  when 
the  commissioned  officers  for  the  remaining  seven 
regiments  shall  be  appointed.” . 

The  following  arc  the  3 resolutions  disagreed  to: 
“That  the  officers,  who  may  be'  appointed  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  respectively  continue  in 
commission  during  sueh  term  only  as  the  president 
shall  judge  requisite  for  the  public  service;  and 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  pi-esident  to  disci  large 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  troops,  which  may  be 
raised  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  wlieneve'r  he 
shall  judge  the  measure  consistent  with  the  public 
tvelfarc.” 

“Tliat  no  general,  field  or  staff  officer,  who  may 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  sliall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  any  ])ay  or  emoluments  until  he  shall 
be  called  into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer 
time  than  he  shall  continue  therein.” 

“That  in  the  recess- of  the  senute,-the  president  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised,  to  appoint 
all  or  any  of  the  officers,  other  than  the  general  olfi- 
cers  proper  to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  which 
appointments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  senate  at 
their  next  session,  for  their  advice  and  consent.” . 

Adjourned,  [t'or  T/mvsdai/’s  proc'eeilihg.i — sec- 
last  page— 352. 


Mi\  Sheffey’s  Hpcccb. 

IX  THE  HOUSK  OF  HEPUESKXTATIVES,  OX  THE  BXI.I. 
ritox  THE  SEXA-rE  TO  RATSK  AX  ABDITiaXAI,  Xi- 

, iriTXMr  ro-TiCE — j vx.  3.  381G. 

lMr.,Sheffey  professed  to.  have  no  intcnLior.  to 
embarrass  the  prog-ress  of  [he  bill.  The  deep  in. 
terest  Which- every  man  felt,  or  ought  to  feel,  in  the 
prosperity  of  the -country,  compelled  him  to  give 
his  reasons  for  voting  against  tiie  bill.  He  differed 


essentially  from  its  friends;  but  lie  would  by  no 
means  impeach  the  purity  of  their  motives;  and  he 
would  expect  the  same  liberality  to  be  extended  to 
him  by  gentlemen.  He  conceived  the  bill  to  be 
pregnant  with  ruin  to  the  interests  and  liberties  of 
the  country.  If  the  majority  of  this  house  had  de- 
termined to  change  the  attitude  of  the  nation,  tliey 
ought  directly  to  have  presented  the  que.stion  of 
wai';  and  although  he  should  have  resisted  war  in 
every  possible  shape,  yet  the  moment  the  house 
would,  say  that  wai*  must  be  declared,  no  man  would 
go  further  than  he  would  in  voting  means  to  prose- 
cute that  measure  with  vigor  and  success.  But  a 
lull  developement  of  the.  causes  and  the  object  ,of 
the  war  had  not  been  made  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
— ^^riiei-e  was  a great  difference  between  those  cau- 
ses and  those  objects.  The  causes  of  a war  might 
be  ample,  without  its  presenting  a substantial  ob- 
ject. The  object,  as  well  as  the  causes,  might  be 
sufficient;  and  yet  the  means  of  conducting  the  war 
might  be  inadequate- 

He  had  looked  for  a developement  of  the  objects 
of  that  measure  which  the  bouse  were  called  upon 
to  adopt  against  Great  Britain,  and  from  whicii, 
when  once  taken,  they  could  not  recede.  He  had 
seen  only  high  colored  statements  of  the  wrongs 
which  she  had  inflicted  upon  us.  1^  the  presence 
of  this  august  assembly  and  of  the  nation,  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  we  had  ample  causes  of  war 
not  only  against  Great  Britain,  but  the  other  belli 
gereint  too.  Our  not  going  to  war  when  these 
causes  first  arose,  was  a proof  that  the  objects  of 
war-  were  not  substantial.  The  orders  in  council 
were  justifiable  causes  of  war.  One  belligerent  had 
no  right  to  wound  its  enemy  through  the  medium 
of  neutrals,  Indeed,  those  orders  were  ho.stile  to 
the  policy,  it  yvas  the  interest  of  England  to  pursue. 
Either  the  Berlin  decree  was  a mere  dead  letter,  or 
it  was  not.  If  that  decree  were  nug-alory,  then 
surely  it  could  not  justify  the  British  orders.  If  it 
were  not  nugatory;  if  it  prevented  British  manu- 
factures from  going  to  the  continent,  the  Hritislt 
orders  could  not  subserve  Ihe  policy  of  England 
against  her  enemy.  They  interdicted  American 
vessels,  from  going  to  France,  when  the  Berlin 
decree  itself  liad  prohibited  them  from  going  there 
with  British  manufact'ares.  And  as  to  the  remain- 
der of  American  trade  with  France,  it  was  in  arti- 
cles which  were  not  necessary  to  her  people,  and 
which  she  could  raise  at  home.  The  trade  in 
colonial  produce,  carried  on  in  American  vessels, 
was  prohibited  by  the  Berlin  decree.  The  British 
orders  therefore  injured  neutrals,  without  efl'ecting 
the  enemy.  This  furnished  one  cause  of  war  to 
US;  but  was  it  prudent  to -go  to  Avar  foi*  this  caiise.^ 
He  admitted  that  in  the  impressn\ent  of  seamen, 
Great  Britain  had  injured  us;  but  not  to  the  extent 
generally  supposed.  He  protested  against  w:\ging 
a war  for  tlie  protection  of  any  other  tlian  mitive 
born  American  seamen,  or  those  who  were  citizen.s 
when  the  independence  of  the  country  Svas  atchiev- 
ed.  It  was  enough  to  protect'  tliem  while  they  re- 
main witinn  our  territories.  Within  these  we  had  a 
right  to  make  regulations.  But  we  had.no  right  to 
make  regulations  on  the  ocean,  which  would  con- 
flict with  tlic  pretensions  of  all  civilized  nations, 
'/h.o  claimed  tl;e  allegiance  of  their  mitive  born 
subjects,  either  by  the  divine  right  of  the  governors, 
or  by  implied  compact.  He  should  not  inquire 
•vvhether  the.se  claims  wci-e  compatible  with  the 
rights  of  man.  it  was  sufficient  that  tliey  grew 
out  of  the  established  usages  and  principles  of  civi- 
lized kingdoms,  wliieh  we  had  no  I'ight  to.contro- 
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vert  out  of  our  own  limits.  lie  would  tlierefore 
not  protect  any  other  than  natural  American  citi- 
zens on  the  ocean.  We  did  not  deny  the  rig-ht  of 
En.i^land  to  search  for  property;  she  went  farther, 
ami  claimed  the  privileg’c  of  searching*  for  her  sea- 
men. The  similarity  of  our  manners  and  language 
occasioned  her  to  abuse  the  privilege  in  some  cases 
by  the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  This  wa.s  not 
an  abuse  of  principle,  but  of  honour  And  before 
we  go  to  war  with  her  for  impressment,  he  would 
make  her  this  offer: — he  would  agree  not  to  let  an}* 
man  enter  our  merchant  v'essels  but  a natural  citi- 
zen  of  these  United  States.  Impressment,  he  al- 
lowed, was  another  cause  of  war. 

But  should  a nation  go  to  war  for  an  indignity 
without  a sufficient  object  to  be  attained  by  it? 
What  was  the  gi*eat  object  of  the  proposed  war?  It 
was  the  right  to  trade  with  the  continent.  We  had 
an  unquestionable  right  to  this  trade;  but  what 
was  it  practically  worth?  Would  it  repay  us  for 
the  treasure  which  would  be  expended,  and  the 
blood  which  would  be  spilled,  in  a war?  He  assert- 
ed that  the  trade  with  the  continent,  were  the  or- 
ders in  council  revoked,  would  be  worth  very  little, 
and  that  it  would  daily  diminish  from  the  anti-com- 
mercial policy  of  the  French  cabinet!  We  had 
boasted  of  the  justice  which  France  had  done  us 
by  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mil.an  decrees  To 
what  did  this  plenitude  of  imperial  justice  amount? 
In  1807,  our  exports  to  France — he  did  not  include 
Italy  and  Holland — were  equal  to  2,700,000  dollars; 
the  whole  >f  our  export  commerce  was  43,500,000 
dollars.  What  is  your  commerce  now  to  the  domi- 
nions of  France?  Where  is  tlie  trade  with  those 
dominions  which  your  merchants  then  carried  on 
in  colonial  articles,  received  in  exchange  for  their 
horses  and  their  lumber  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
sold  on  the  continent  for  bills  on  London,  for 
French  wines  and  German  linens?  This  friendly 
commerce  with  liis  imperial  majesty  was  now  cut 
off.  Where  is  your  trade  in  tobacco?  In  1807,  you 
shipped  68,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco;  at  this  time 
only  4,000  hogsheads  are  consumed  in  France. — 
And  as  to  cotton,  the  other  great  staple  of  the 
southern  states;  she  imposes  a duty  on  it  equivalent 
to  a prohibition  of  its  exportation.  The  policy  of 
France  was  to  encourage  the  cultui*eof  cotton  in 
Italy  and  her  southern  provinces.  She  aimed  at 
the  extinction  of  all  foreign  commerce  to  her  domi 
nions.  From  this  view,  he  was  satislied  that  the 
object  of  the  war  which  we  were  about  to  engage 
in,  'to  obtain  a repeal  of  the  orders  in  council, 
would  not  be  worth  two  millions  per  annum.  If 
the  orders  Avere  repealed  to-morrovr,  our  trade  to 
the  continent,  under  the  imperial  regulations  and 
edicts,  world  not  amount  to  two  millions  per  year, 
^riiat  American  mercliant,  but  an  adventurer, 'who 
disregarded  every  principle  of  prudence,  would 
engage  in  .so  shackled  a commerce?  Even  when  he 
should  go  to  France,  and  dispose  of  his  export 
cargo;  when  the  greater  part  of  it  should  have  been 
extorted  from  him  by  his  imperial  majestv  and  his 
rapacious  agents,  in  the  shape  of  duties  and  charg- 
es, he  would  be  forced  to  take  wines  and  silks  in 
return.  In  1807,  ^ proceeded  to  shew,  the  ex- 
ports in  our  own  pf^ucts  to  Great  Britain  amount- 
ed to  28  millions;  and  tlie  exports  to  the  French 
West  India  islands,  to  the  Isle  of  France  and  the 
Isle  of  Bourbon  in  India,  and  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  all  of  which  had  since  been  conquered  by 
Great  Britain,  amounted  to  four  or  five  millions 
per  annum.  Our  exports  then  to  France  Avould, 
by  the  repe.al  of  the  orders  in  council,  amount  to 
two  millions;  om*  exports  to  Great  Britain  amount- 


ed to  thirty-two  millions.  And  would  the  house 
go  to  war,  and  sacrifice  this  export  trade  of  thirty- 
two  millions  for  two  millions?  They  could  not  ex- 
pect to  have  a great  increase  of  commerce  daring 
war;  Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Brazils  might  come 
under  Fi*ench  dominion;  the  trade  to  wliich  only 
amounted,  in  1 807,  to  tliree  millions. 

But  they  had  been  told  that  they  must  fight  fiir 
honour.  Could  they  change  the  aspect  of  the  civi- 
lized world?  He  considered  the  great  detect  in  the 
policy  of  this  government  for  severai  years  past  to 
have  proceeded  from  a supposition  tliat  they  could 
effect  by  their  measures,  a change  in  the  policy  of 
Europe.  Tlicy  thought  that  they  held  in  their  hands 
the  destinies  of  the  world;  that  by  frowning  on 
tlie  belligerents,  they  would  yield  to  our  demands. 
We  were  mistaken;  and  we  must  wait  until  the 
present  state  of  Europe  should  be  changed,  before 
we  could  be  reinstated  in  our  rights.  There  were 
times  when  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  must 
suppress  their  feelings.  This  was  the  period  when 
neutrals  possessed  no  means  to  support  their  rights. 
The  claims  of  belligerents  always  conflicted  with 
the  rights  of  neuiruls.  Heretofore  during  war, 
there  generally  existed  two  or  three  neutral  powers. 
A belligerent  had  therefore  not  dared  to  attack  tlie 
rights  of  neutrals,  lest  they  should  combine  against 
him.  But  now  we  were  the  only  neutral  power. — 
Public  law  had  been  consigned  to  the  grave;  neu- 
tral rights  buried  under  French  dominion.  It  was 
visionary  to  think  of  protecting  them.  The  house 
must  tell  their  citizens  that  they  were  incompetent 
to  protect  their  trade:. that  if  they  went  on  the  ocean, 
they  must  go  at  their  own  peril.  They  had  made 
a fine  hand  of  selecting  their  enemy!  They  had 
thrown  themselves  in  the  ai*ms  of  him  who  would 
give  him  two  millions  of  trade  for  the  loss  of  thirty- 
two  millions!  As  to  this  honour;  it  ought  alwat  s 
to  be  guided  bt'  prudence.  We  ought  not  to  en- 
gage in  a war  foi*  this  chivalric,  fanciful.  Quixotic 
nodon  of  honour,  without  looking  at  the  consequen- 
ces. How  should  we  feel,  if  at  the  end  oi  a seven 
years’  war,  after  sacrificing  thous:mds  of  valuable 
lives,  and  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  we  should 
be  compelled  to  sit  down  quietly  under  the  British 
orders  in  council?  He  considered  the  notion  of 
honour  practically  fallacious.  We  paid  a tribute  to 
tlie  dey  of  Algiers,  to  pay  him  off’  from  depredating 
on  our  commerce;  and  we  paid  a tribute  to  the 
French  emperor,  not  in  dollars  and  cents,  but  in 
something*  as  valuable,  for  the  privilege  of  going  to 
the  British  dominions,  where  we  had  an  indisputa- 
ble right  to  go  by  the  law  of  natioms.  Why  had  w e 
not  gone  to  war  to  prevent  this  dishonour?  Because 
prudence  forbade  it.  Gentlemen  must  bend  to 
circumstances;  circumstances  would  not  bend  to 
them. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  war  will  invigorate 
the  nation,  and  give  us  a military  character;  that 
peace  will  render  us  effeminate,  and  expose  us  to 
fall  a prey  to  an  invader.  Sir,  how*  many  nations 
have  been  enslaved  by  peace — how  many  by  w*ar? 
We  have  been  z’cferred  to  the  seven  United  Provin- 
ce.s,  and  told  tiiat  they  were  enervated  by  peace  and 
commerce.  He  denied  the  fact  and  said  that  Hol- 
land had  been  cmkroilod  in  most  of  the  continen- 
tal war.s.  He  adverted  to  Switzerland,  which  he 
said  had  possessed  so  much  practical  civil  liberty, 
to  prove  that  for  ceiyturies  of  peace,  a nation  might 
preserve  its  military  character.  But,  on  the  idea 
that  peace  would  enfeeble  us,  shall  w*e,  he  asked, 
make  ourselves  miserable  now,  in  order  that  we 
may  not  be  miserable  hereafter?  Should  we  lay  an 
excise  internal  taxes;  create  armies  and  navies,  to 
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preserve  a military  character?  he  disclaimed  such 
an  idea. 

If  there  be  a substantial  object  of  w'ar  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  he  contended  that  we  had  not  the  means 
of  carrying-  it  on;  we  had  not  the  means  of  compelling 
Great  Britain  to  relinquish  her  orders  in  council. 
We  could  not  raise  men  to  take  Canada.  The  patriot- 
ism of  those  who  might  be  enlisted  under  this  bill 
■was  chemerical.  All  patriotism  was  a phantom. — 
The  bill  was  framed  on  the  principle  of  interest. — 
The  troops  were  to  have  pay  and  bounties.  Gen- 
tlemen have  said  that  the  members  of  this  house 
came  here  to  paralyze  the  ardor  of  ])eople.  Let 
them  not  be  misled.  Let  them  recollect  the  fate 
of  Mr.  Adams.  Look  at  the  addresses  to  liim»  the 
fulsome  collection  of  fulsome  matter,  which  some- 
body had  printed  and  bound  up  in  a volume,  pledg- 
ing the  lives  and  sacred  honour  of  so  many  meetings 
of  the  people  to  support  him  in  a war  against  France. 
¥es,  sir,  you  can  get  pledges,  pledges  and  pledges 
on  paper  in  abundance.  The  men  in  power  then 
were  so  foolish  as  to  think  that  these  pledges,  which 
-were  the  mere  buzzings  of  insects,  were  given  in 
earnest  by  the  people.  Mr.  Adams  even  went  so 
far  as  to  assert  that  ‘Hhe  finger  of  heaven  pointed 
to  war.”  If  you  rely  on  public  opinion  and  patri- 
otism to  carry  }mu  through  a war  of  foreign  con 
quest,  you  will  soon  find  yourselves  on  dry  land; 
you  will  soon  find  yourselves  ebbing.  I am  glad  of 
it.  This  is  a valuable  principle  in  the  people.  Tliey 
are  quiet  at  home.  They  will  not  support  }mu  in 
the  invasion  of  a foreign  country.  When  the  soil 
and  the  liberties  of  their  country  shall  be  assailed, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  will  tlieir  spirit  be  found  equal 
to  a contest  with  an  enemy.  You  have  been  told 
that  you  could  raise  volunteers  to  atcliie.ve  the  pos- 
session of. Canada.  Where  are  these  volunteers? 

I have  seen  none  of  these  patriotic  men  who  were 
willing  to  go  to  Canada  in  the  private  rank;  all  of 
them  want- offices.  You  may  raise  a few  miserable 
wretches  for  your  army,  who  would  disgrace  the 
service,  and  only  serve  as  unprincipled  minions  to 
their  officers.  Will  your  farmers’  sons  enlist  in  your 
army?^  They  will  not,  sir.  Look  at  the  army  of  ’98. 
It  had  twelve  or  fifteen  regiments  nominally.  It 
was  disbanded  in  eighteen  months;  when  half  the 
men  had  not  been  raised.  Wffiy,  sir,  you  had  more 
patriotism  on  paper  then  even,  than  you  have  now 
and  yet  you  could  irot  raise  half  the  force.s  for  your 
arm  > , if  you  ])ass  the  bill,  you  will  not  raise  25 
thousand  men  in  three  years.  The  object  of  the 
war  may  by  that  time  vanish.  The  nation  will  be 
saddled  with  all  tlie  vast  expenses  of  these  troops 
for  nothing.  ]Yo  nation  can  safely  engage  in  a fo- 
reign war  vrithout  being  prepared  for  it  when  they 
take  the  resolution.  Are  you  prepared?  Your 
secretary  at  w^ar  has  told  gentlemen  that  even  blan- 
kets could  not  be  procured;  and  you  sa\v  a letter 
fi-orh  him  j^esterda}-,  which  iiiformed  you  that  tlie 
small  supplies  for  the  Indians  covdd  not  be  had  witl)- 
out  a relaxation  of  your  commercial  restrictions. 
Will  you  send  your  soldiers  to  Canada  witliout 
blankets?  Or  do  you  calculate  to  take  it  by  the 
end  of  the  summer,  and  return  home  to  a more  ge- 
nial clime  by  the  next  winter!  This  would  be  well 
enough;  but  I think  it  will  require  several  cam- 
paigns to  conquer  Canada. 

You  -will  act  absurdly  If  you  expect  the  people  of 
that  country  to  join  you.  Upper  Canada  is  inhabit- 
ed by  emigrants  from  the  United  States.  Tiiey 
will  not  come  back  to  you;  iIjcv  will  not,  without 
reason,  desert  the  government,  to  whom  they  have 
gone  for  protecnon,  Xo,  sir,  you  must  conquer  it 


by  force,  cot  by  sowing  the  scetls  of  sedition  and 
treason  among  the  people. 

But,  suppose  you  raise  the  men,  what  will  Great 
Britain  be  doing  in  the  mean  time?  Will  she  b« 
asleep?  You  march  to  Canada:  where  will  be  your 
security  at  home?  will  you  desert  your  own  country; 
will  you  leave  your  cities  to  be  sacrificed,  plundered 
and  sacked,  for  the  sterile  deserts  of  Canada,  of  No- 
va-Scotia,  and  New-Brunswick,  and  all  the  frozen 
regions  of  the  north?  Sir,  go  to  Canada,  and  you 
will  soon,  have  to  recal  your  army  to  defend  your 
soutliern  soil;  to  rescue  your  people  from  rapine 
and  destruction.  You  will  haA-e  to  employ  yotir 
energies  in  protecting  the  south  from  British  inva- 
sion. Sir,  will  the  little  force  you  leave  at  home, 
be  able  to  oppose  the  power  of  British  74’s?  Look 
at  Copenhagen.  It  is  true,  sir,  as  honourable  gentle- 
men say,  that  I am  secure  beyond  the  Alleghany, 
after  the  eastern  states  shall  have  fallen.  Liberty  is 
there  secure!  But  as  a member  of  this  confederacy, 

I cannot  consent  to  exchange  my  present  situation 
for  such  a state  of  things. 

In  relation  to  our  pecuniary  inabilit}'  to  raise 
an  army,  Mr.  Sheffey  entered  into  a detailed  cal- 
culation to  shew,  that  the  30,000  troops  proposed 
by  the  bill  which  was  passed  this  session,  and  the 
present  bill,  could  not  be  set  iii  motion  with  a less  sum 
than  45,000,000  of  dollars.  His  statement  he  made 
from  actual  expenditures  on  the  army  in  1809,  wliich. 
consisted  of 6,800  men,  and  cost  in  that  year  upwards 
of  three  millions;  or  about  490  dollars  each  man. 
It  was  true,  that  the  house  had  an  estimate  on  their 
table  which  allowed  to  each  man  17Q  dollars  per 
annum:  but  they  knew  that  estimates  always  fell 
short  of  the  actual  expenses  by  100  per  cent.  It 
was  the  case  in  1808.  He  said  that  this  nation  paid 
for  every  thing  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  any 
other  nation.  He  did  not  know  what  became  of  il)e 
money.  Perhaps  the  rats  eat  iL  The  expenses  of 
our  republican  administration  amounted  to  a third 
more  than  tliose  of  the  profligate  .Tohn  Adams. 
Supposing  the  war  then  to  last  three  years,  it  would 
cost  at  least  130  millions,  v/hich  would  be  equal  to 
one  fifth  of  the  annual  proceeds  of  the  labour  and  in- 
dustry and  soil  of  the  wliole  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  income  of  the  British  government 
was  only  one  tenth,  until  it  was  doubled  b}''  those 
friends  of  the  people,  IMr.  Fox  aiid  others!  He 
asked  for  the  objects  of  taxation,  by  which  this  vast 
sum  coiild  be  raised.  Where  were  tlic}  ? They 
could  not  be  found  in  the  country.  Including  the 
duties  on  imjrortations  from  Eng'land,  tlie  revenue 
derived  from  imposts  and  toimage  during  the  last 
year  was  only  7,500,000  dollars.  But  in  war,  wliere 
should  we  Itave  a commerce  wlicnce  to  derive  re- 
venue? Would  we  go  to  the  West-Indics  which 
were  in  possession  of  tlie  British?  We  could  not 
then  trade  to  tlie  north  of  Em-ope,  because  we  had 
to  go  i)v  the  British  chaiutel.  We  should  not  find 
much  commerce  iu  Spain  and  I’ortugal;  nor  in  the 
Mediterranean;  for  the  British  were  masters  of  the 
Mediterranean.  Would  we  go  to  British  India? 
No.  And  our  trade  to  China  would  not  be  worth 
a cent.  He  asserted  that  during  tliis  proposed  war, 
our  re%-enue  from  commerce  would  not  amount  to 
two  millions  -per  annum.  Where  then,  he  repeated, 
were  tve  to  find  130  millions,  to  earn’  on  this  extra- 
vagant Quixotic  war?  We  cotild  not  borrow.  There 
was  not  capital  in  the  country;  and  if  tliere  were, 
we  could  not  borrow  it  without  paying  tlie  interest 
annually,  and  giving  .some  substantial  .security  lor 
the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal.  The 
reason  tliat.  Great  Britain,  tlie  wisdom'  of  whose 
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systein  be  eiilogI/5ed,  had  been  enabled  to  sustain  her 
paper  credit  so  long,  was  the  one  per  cent,  which 
had  been  thrown  into  the  sinking  fund,  and  was 
always  applicable  only  to  the  redemption  of  the 
principal  of  her  debt.  This  gave  her  creditors  con- 
fidence. He  ridiculed  the  folly  of  engaging  in  the 
fanciful  project  of  invading  Canada,  to  compel 
Great  Britain  to  relinquish  the  orders  in  council, 
-the  relinquishment  of  which  would  not,  he  said 
produce  a single  salutary  effect.  He  said  our  notion 
of  honor  was  too  fanciful. 

If  this  anby  was  raised,  and  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  executive,  there  might  be  danger.  He  knew 
this  notion  was  out  of  fashion.  But  he  adverted  to 
the  situation  of  our  army  at  the  close  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  intimated  that  had  it  not  been  for  Wash- 
ington we  should  now  be  groaning  under  a military 
despotism.  The  cloud  which  hovered  over  the 
country,  had  been  dissipated  by  the  genius  of  that 
man,  wliose  equal  was  not  to  be  found,  and  who, 
under  Divine  Providence,  had  brought  us  safely 
through  the  revolution.  War  would  damp  the 
spirit  of  liberty.  We  were  in  former  times  afraid 
of  armies;  but  it  seemed  they  excited  no  alarm 
now.  What  had  produced  the  change.^  Alas,  alas! 
w’e  were  then  out,  and  now  in  power.  He  feared 
that  we  w'ere  running  the  same  race  with  that  na- 
tion, from  whom  we  derived  our  civil  and  political 
institutions.  We  had  seen  the  history  of  her  Wal- 
poles, her  Pultneys,  her  Fox’s,  and  Grenvilles. — 
Man  was  but  a man. 

He  knew  gentlemen  wwild  stare  at  liim,  when 
he  contended  that  they  were  going  to  war  against 
Great  Britain,  while  she  was  struggling  for  the 
liberties  of  the  world.  Rut  this  had  great  weight 
on  his  mind.  Site  was  the  only  power  that  stem- 
med the  toiTent  of  universal  despotism.  He  had 
little  experience  in  the  human  heart,  loho  believed 
that  there  v/ould  remain  any  security  for  us  after 
the  maritime  dominion,  as  well  as  the  dominion  of 
the  land  should  be  consecrated  ih  the  hands  of  the 
great  Napoleon.  These  conquerors  had  always 
been  the  same.  When  they  had  subdued  the  world 
they  sat  down  and  shed  tears  because  they  could 
find  no  other  world  to  conquer.  Our  victory  over 
Great  Britain  would  be  our  defeat. 

Gentlemen,  to  his  surprise,  had  asked,  what 
would  be  gained  by  peace?  He  would  answer,  hap- 
piness, prosperity,  liberty  and  tranquility.  Though 
deprived  of  foreign  luxuries,  we  were  at  this  time 
the  happiest  and  most  prosperous  i .rtion  upon  whom 
the  sun  had  ever  shone.  To  complain  was  ingra- 
titude to  that  being  who  had  given  us  liberty  and 
security  at  home.  Give  me  these,  and  take  your 
orders  in  council;  take  your  commerce  to  France 
—to  the  whole  world. 

Gould  he  believe  that  ^var  would  compel  the 
English  cabinet  to  do  us  justice,  he  Avould  unite 
heart' and  hand  with  gentlemen  to  declare  it.  But 
wc  shouhl  be  misled  in  supposing  it.  We  had  laid 
an  embargo  and  a non-intercourse,  which,  with 
some  reason,  we  thouglit  would  bring  Great  Bri- 
tain to  asense  of  justice.  We  had  been  deceived. 
We  could  not  starve  nations  out.  The  existence  of 
tlie  world  did  not  depend  upon  our  fiat.  He  was 
unwortliy  of  the  name  of  a statesman,  who  would 
engage  in  a war  without  looking  to  the  consequences. 
It  becomes  us,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  remain  in  our  pre- 
sent situation:  to  let  the  present  state  of  the  world 
pass  away.  Until  the  great  waters  subside;  until 
the  ,'i.ncicnt  land  marks  re-appear,  and  the  flood 
shall  have  gone.  Desert  not,  I pray  you,  this  your 
ark  of  safety.  Embjtrk  not,  sir,  on  the  tempestu- 


ous ocean,  whilst  its  billows  are  running  moun- 
tain high.  If  you  do,  I fear  you  will  sink  to  the 
bottom. 


Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  in  reply. 

IMr.  Williams  expatiated  at  length  on  all  the  topics 
involved  in  the  bill  before  the  house.*  He  observ- 
ed that  it  was  natural;  not  only  natural,  but  justi 
fiable,  for  gentlemen  to  be  anxious  to  express  their 
sentiments  on  measures  of  importance,  more  espe- 
cially of  such  vital  importance  as  that  now  under 
consideration.  The  question  was  not  mei*ely  on 
the  passage  of  this  bill;  but  the  question  was,  shall 
we  have  war.?  He  too  felt  objections  to  the  details 
of  the  bill.  Its  provisions  w'ere  new.  It  organized 
an  army  on  a new  plan.  It  was  not  the  plan  of 
marshal  Ney,  as  had  been  said.  But  he  should 
vote  for  it;  because  he  approved  the  principle  upon 
which  it  had  been  brought  forward.  Its  adoption 
would  produce  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  he 
was  decidedly  in  favor  of  that  measure.  The  only 
question  was,  would  they  repeal  the  non-importa- 
tion and  go  to  war  with  France?  or  would  they 
resist  the  orders  in  council?  For  however  unplea- 
sant the  fact  might  be  to  gentlemen,  it  w'as  never- 
theless true  tliat  bur  faith  was  pledged  to  France; 
that  to  repeal  the  non -importation,  would  violate 
that  faith  which  was  yet  pure  and  uncontaminated. 
He  himself  had  no  hand  in  producing  this  state  of 
things;  this  was  not,  however,  any  reason  why  he 
should  not  help  to  take  us  out  of  it.  But  he  was  for 
resisting  tlie  orders  in  council  in  preference  to  re- 
pealing the  .non-importation.  He  should  not  enter 
into  petty  details  of  what  was,  or  what  was  not 
done  in  ’98.  Shall  Great  Britain  exercise  an  un- 
qualified supremacy  over  us?  Sliall  we  submit  to 
her  taxation;  to  tliat  despotism  which  she  has  set 
up  over  us?  Honored  with  a seat  in  this  assembly 

* The  American,  from  which  we  have  copied  Mr. 
Williams’  speech,  as  well  as  Mr.  Shefley’s,  has 
the  following  remarks,  (we  presume)  written  by 
the  reporter  ^ov  that  paper — who  also- acknow- 
ledges his  disability  to  do  justice  to  the  speaker. 

“I  cannot  convey  to  you  a just  idea  of  tiie  speecli 
of  IMr.  WiLiiAais,  from  Soutlx  Carolina,  in  sup- 
port of  this  war  measure.  No  man  whose  mind 
was  not  feasted  with  the  extatic  delight  M'hich  it  af- 
forded can  conceive  its  irresistible  weight  of  argu- 
ment, its  glowing  pathos,  its  fire,  Its  splendid  dress, 
the  impressive  manner  wivh  w'Jxich  it  was  delivered, 
nor  the  Roman  energy  and  overwhelming  vehem- 
ence of  the  speaker’s  elocution.  This  gentleman 
is  an  ornament  to  the  councils  of  hi.s  country.  His 
speech  alternately  excited  indignant  rage  against  the 
inveterate  foe  of  the  nation;  contempt  of  those  who 
had  depreciated  their  re.soux’ces,  and  exalted  the  pov  - 
er  of  the  enemy;  drew  forth  tears  for  the  slaughter- 
ed East  Indian,  as  well  as  American,  and  filled  the 
grateful  soul  of  the  patriot  with  unspeakable  feel- 
ings, while  the  orator  dwelt  upon  the  noble  virtue 
and  brilliant  achievements  of  our  illustrious  ances- 
tors of  the  revolution.  You  have  seen  and  heaixl 
CoopEii.  Tiie  voice  of  Mr.  Yv'illlams  is  move  vi- 
gorous, more  powerful,  more  commanding  thavv 
that  of  this  celebrated  tragedian.  I could  perceive 
a striking  resemblance  between  his  m.anner,  when 
he  gave  utterance  to  tlie  bolder  feeling.s  of  scorn  and 
indignation,  and  the  manner  of  Cooper.  A more 
glorious  exhibition  of  the  power.s  of  eloquence  has 
not  been  witixesscd  this  ses.sion  within  the  Widls  r.f 
the  American  cap  It  oh” 
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by  his  countrv,  should  he  bstsely  succumb  to  Bri- 
tish supremacy?  or  should  he  resist?  It  was  not 
the  question,  were  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
revoked?  For  whether  they  were  or  not,  the  Bri- 
tish orders  would  still  be  enforced.  But  shall  we 
.submit  to  carve  out  a channel  for  British  manufac- 
tures and  commerce  to  the  continent  of  Europe? 
Shall  we  require,  in  her  behalf,  the  abolition  of  all 
the  domestic  regulations  of  France  and  her  allies? 
This  was  the  question.  In  such  a state  of  things, 
be  felt  humbled  that  he  was  unable  to  give  that  sup- 
port, on  this  floor,  to  the  country,  V'hich  the  oc- 
casion afforded.  Indeed,  he  felt  humbled  at  the 
necessity  “of  argument  at  ail.  But  they  were  de- 
manded by  the  observations  of  tlie  worthy  and  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shefley.) 
Of  him  he  would  say,  *T  i*cspect  the  man;  but  I 
abhor  his  arguments.”  Even  that  gentleman  had 
confessed  that  against  Great  Britain  we  had  ample 
cause  of  war.  He  would  not  go  into  a repetition 
of  the  nauseous  details  of  British  aggressions.  No 
man  could  bear  to  hear  the  disgusting  recital  in 
this  house.  For  notwitlistanding  the  miserable 
slang  that  kad  been  uttei'ed  by  miserable  wretches 
out  of  the  house  against  the  dominant  party;  there 
was  not  a solitary  member  who  was  not  convinced 
of  the  numerous  and  aggravating  causes  of  war 
which  existed  against  that  nation. 

Great  Britain  imposes  a transit  duty  on  your 
produce  going  to  Europe.  No,  I am  wrong.  *The 
orders  have  been  modified.  Indeed!  And  has  that 
proud  unbending  government,  who  is  neter  driven 
from  her  purpose,  say>  gentlemen,  yielded'  to  a 
modification  of  her  principles?  Sir,  she  confines 
you  to  trade  to  what  ports  she  pleases;  she  has 
intercepted  you  from  the  contiricnt.  Is  this,  I ask, 
in  the  name  of  God,  sir,  better  than  the  Imposition 
of  a transit  duty  on  your  commerce?  Siiv  the 
Brkish  ministry  found  th.at  in  laying  this  duty, 
they  had  touched  the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  They 
saw  in  the  burning  of  the  gin  at  Baltimore,  some 
thing  like  the  destruction  of  tlie  tea  at  Boston. — 
They  had  taken  too  rank  hold  upon  you;  they 
were  obliged  to  change  the  mode  of  attack  upon 
your  . commerce.  But  the  objects  of  the  war — 
what  are  they?  The  objects  of  the  war  are  involved 
in  its  causes.  The  enfranchisement  of  your  incar- 
cerated seamen,  the  liberation  of  the  seas  from 
British  dominion — these,  sir,  are  sinaply,  and  in  a 
word,  the  objects  of  the  war.  Sir,  she  scorns  to 
respect  the  rights  of  any  nation.  She  advances  in 
her  pretensions  upon  every  people  that  yield  one 
inch  to  her.  She  claims  the  right  of  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  ocean.  Her  acts  of  outrage 
have  fixed  a gangrene  at  our  heart,  which,  if  3'ou 
submit,  must  continue  to  imposthumate,  ana  soon 
issue  in  corruption  and  rui]i.  But,  sir,  you  are 
told  that  your  constitution  is  not  calculated  for  war. 
And  is  it  so,  indeed?  Tiicn  its  glories — yes,  sir,  its 
brightest  glories  are  gone  forever,  and  my  solici- 
tude for  its  fate  has  vanished  vrith  its  virtues.  Rut, 
sir,  I do  not  believe  it.  What  is  your  constitution, 

1 pray  you,  Mr.  Speaker?  It  unites  and  protects 
the  various  and  peculiar  interests  of  the  different 
sections  of  this  vast  union.  He  really  felt  for 
New-Eng-land,  whose  right  to  navig'ate  tlie  ocean 
was  involved  in  tlie  proposed  measures,  when  he 
heard  it  advanced  that  the  constitution  was  incom- 
petent to  protect  that  right  by  war:  a right  which 
was  as  exquisite  to  the  heart  of  a New-Englander, 
as  the  right  of  holding  slaves  was  to  a southern  man. 

The  soil,  it  seems,  lias  not  been  touched,  and  we 
must  not  go  to  war?  it  would  be  foreign  conquest. 


The  soil  not  touched,  sir?  yes,  sir,  the  soil  in  touched. 
Every  fanner  in  the  nation  feels  it;  he  feels  thav  his 
plantation  has  been  invaded,  his  produce  desiroyed- 
The  export  trade  between  Charleston  and  Bordeaux 
is  as  useful  to  him  as  the  trade  between  Charleston 
and  Boston.  Let  your  baj'  and  your  river  craft; 
3'our  Potomac,  your  Chesapeake,  Long  Island 
Sound,  sir,  be  infested  by  pirates;  suppose  them 
British  pirates  too; — mipd,  sir,  your  soil  would  not 
then  be  touched!  Further — Let  your  harbours  be 
blocked  up,  the  castle  of  Boston  levelled  wi.h  the 
dust — still,  sir,  the  soil  would  not  be  touched!  Sup- 
pose invasion— you  drive  tlie  invader  into  Canada; 
but  you  dare  not  go  over;  it  would  be  foreign  con- 
quest— as  much  then  as  now,  sir.  Really,  Mr. 
speaker,  can  gentlemen  be  serious  in  such  ai-gu- 
ments? 

If  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (iMr 
Stanford)  will  have  a comparison  between  ’98  and 
now;  if  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  must  govern 
us,  let  us  see  how  it  stands,  For  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  France  at  that  time  upon  our  merchants, 
their  claims,  provided  for  by  the  treaty  with  her, 
amounted  to  3,4»00,000  dollars.  Since  the  condem- 
nation of  the  Fox  by  sir  tVilliam  Scott,  ninety 
othere  have,  been  condemned,  which  valued  at  fifty 
thousand  each,  will  amount  to  upwards  of  four 
millions  of  dollars,  plundered  from  us  in  that  short 
space  of  time  by  British  cruisers.  The  captures  are 
daily  increasing.  In  1798  too,  sir,  we  had  a prac- 
ticable chance  of  maintaining  our  neutrality;  not 
so  now.  The  treasures  of  the  golden  harvests  of 
neutral  trade  were  borne  into  our  country  from  eveiy 
part  of  the  worhL  Where  are  they  to  be  found  now, 
sir?  We  are  jealou.s  of  an  army.  He  wished  not 
to  excite  unpleasant  feelings;  but  the  nation  did 
then  fear,  tliat  the  army  was  raised  to  break  dow» 
opposition.  They  tlioug'ht  that  a gi*eat  and  powerful 
state  [Virginia]  was  to  be  humbled  in  dust  and 
ashes;  that  the  government  was  to  be  subverted. 
The  states  were  robbed  of  their  rights  to  appoint 
officers  for  the  volunteers  that  were  raised.  Yes, 
sir,  I say  they  were  robbed  of  their  right.  But  do 
all  these  powerful  motives  exist  at  this  time  for 
maintaining  peace?  No,  sir. 

The  honourable  gentleman  then  entered  into  cal- 
culations to  prove  the  fallacy  of  tho.se  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Slieffey.)  He  ex- 
liibited  a view  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the 
United  States  during  several  years  preceding  18u5; 
at  one  time  the  >*  alance  of  trade  was  14 or  15  mil- 
lions in  favour  of  Great  Britain.  He  asked,  whence 
did  our  merchants  derive  the  means  to  pay  tlie 
British  tliis  great  balance?  The  an.swer  was  easy. 
They  had  pushed  their  trade  into  all  parts  of  the 
world,  which  had  enabled  them  to  make  good  their 
deficiencies-  in  the  British  trade.  The  orders  in 
co\mcil  had  deprived  them  of  that  resouce:  tlie3^ 
liad  reduced  their  exports  to  France  anel  Holland  to 
two  or  tliree  rniir.ons;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Vvr«'jaia  had  made  the  cflccts  of  these  orders  to 
justify  tlie  orders  themselves,  and  our  submission  to 
them.  It  was  the  deadly  efficacy  of  these  orders 
whicli  had  reduced  ovir  exports  to  the  continent  to 
a mere  trifle.  But,  said  the  gentleman,  would  you 
sacrifice  your  exports  to  England,  worth  52  mil- 
lions, for  your  two  millions  to  France?  Sir,  your 
custom-house  books  might  show  an  export  of  thir- 
ty-two millions  to  Grear-Britain.  Butwhat  is  the 
fact?  Why,  sir,  your  merchants  cannot  find  sale  in 
that  country  for  more  tlian  afiftli  of  their  produce, 
their  tobacco  and  cotton.  The  balance  which  liicy 
mig-ltt  send  you  would  be  a dead  loss.  Ask  your 
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C(iUcm  planter.^;,  -and  your  tobacco  raisers  and  mer- 
cliants,  what  has  become  of  their  crops  for  1810  and 
1811!*  They  are  rotting  on  their  hands  This  is  the 
effect  of  the  orders  in  council.  I,  sir,  know — I 
feci  their  effects  myself. 

But  Will  you  go  to  war  for  honor — a mere  bubble, 
a phantom?  Really,  sir,  I cannot  believe  that  the 
gentleman  fi*om  Virginia  was  serious  in  asking  this 
question.  Is  tliat  proud  virtue,  which  must  be  so  dear 
to  the  gentleman  himself  as  an  indivittual;  is  it  to 
be  treated  with  disrespect,  to  be  utterly  discarded, 
when  the  concerns  of  tlie  nation  come  to  be  consi- 
dered? Of  what  is  the  nation  composed?  Of  brutes, 
sir,  or  men — high  minded  men,  honourable  men, 
descendants  of  honorable  ancestors?  Is  honor  to  be 
thus  scouted  out  of  this  house?  Sir,  we  are  on  the 
high  road  to  ruin,  when  the  interest  of  individuals 
ai-e  made,  by  calculations,  to  be  a variance  with 
those  of  the  nation,  or  its  government.  Such  doc- 
trine must  destroy  you.  But  it  seems,  this  honor 
is  notliing,  because  we  pay  tribute  to  the  Barbary 
powers.  The  genteman  will  excuse  me,  sir,  if  I say 
that  I did  not  suppose  he  could  stoop  to  use  such  an 
argument.  It  is  even  destitute  of  originality.  The 
gentleman  says  we  have  purchased  from  France  the 
privilege  of  going  to  England*,  we  have  purchased 
of  Napoleon  our  passage  to  England?  Sir,  I had 
thought  that  that  gentleman  knew  better.  He 
must  be  too  honoiirable  himself  to  suspect  others  of 
such  dastardly  conduct.  Did  vve  not  offer  the  same 
terms  to  England  which  France  accepted?  And 
hotv,  sir,  can  (he  gentleman  say  we  have  purchased 
from  France  a right  to  go  to  England?  I cannot 
think  that  he  could  be  guilty  of  believing  such  an 
insinuation  himself.  It  was  not  a fact.  We  had 
even  goi^e  much  farther  in  conceding  to  England 
than  ta  France.  Our  minister  there  had  begged 
and  entreated  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council, 
until  the  nation  was  supposed  by  many  to  have 
been  disgraced  by  his  supplications.  I did  not 
Ahink  that  he  was  wrong. 

Rut  we  must  not  go  to  war  with  this  England; 
she  w'as  fighting  for  her  cxistance!  If  her  existence, 
sir  depends  on  mir  destruction,  then,  I say,  down 
let  her  go.  She  is  contending  for  the  liberties  of 
tlie  world  too,  it  seems.  I would  as  soon  have  ex- 
pected to  hear  that  the  devil  had  espoused  the  cause 
of,  Christianity!  f a?i  Umversal  burst  of  Laughter  J 
Sir,  we  may  trace  her  progress  for  years  through 
blood!  Did  she  raise  the  standard  of  liberty  in  In- 
dia? AVas  it  for  liberty  that  she  offered  up  to  the 
sword  so  many-  Imman  hecatombs  on  tlie  plains  of 
Indostan?  Was  it  to  plant  the  standard  of  liberty  in 
tliis  country,  that  she  immolated  even  infant  inno- 
cence during  the  war  of  the  revolution?  Is  it  to 
extend  or  secure  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  us, 
that  the  fireside  and  the  cradle  are  exposed  to  savage 
incursions  in  the  west  at  this  time?  He  scouted  the 
absurd  idea. 

When  tlie  war  should  be  commenced,  he  said  it 
woiild.  it  must  be  carried  on  be  the  cxpence  what 
it  iniglit,  We  should  probably  always  find  revenue 
or  taxes — and  he  was  for  taxes,  if  they  could  not 
h<i  done  without— to  pay  at  least  the  interest  on  the 
loans  w’nidi  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain.  We 
need  but  appeal  to  the  patriots,  the  spirits  of  the 
dead  to  ascertain  whether  war  could  bo  prosecuted 
iiy  this-  nation  widi  success.  The  eftecis  of  the 
contemplated  war,  he  said,  on  Great  Britain,  would 
be  seer,  in  the  pressure  on  her  luanufiicUires  and  on 
the  urofittibic  cultivation  of  her  AVest  India  islands, 
and  in  concpiest  of  her  province.  The  falls  of 
>.  i:‘.g;a-;»,'could  be  resisted  with  as  mucii  success  as 


the  American  people  when  they  should  b?  called  into 
action. 

BiiL  armies  are  to  subvert  our  liberties. — The  gen« 
tleman  from  Virginia  might  have  spared  tlie  insinu- 
ation which  he  had  uttered  against  the  revolutiona- 
ry army.  That  army  was  true  to  the  core.  Tlie 
letters  of  Newburgh  had  proved  it.  Those  letters 
also  proved  that  there  were  traitors  every  where— 
He  felt  the  profoundest  adoration,  if  adoration  of^ 
men  are  justifiable,  to  that  patriotic  body  of  men, 
who  had  achieved  the  revolution:  and  Washington 
himself,  justly  as  he  had  been  described  “sancu- 
tuary  ol'  a nation’s  best  love,”  could,  at  no  time 
during  the  war,  have  become  a successful  usurper. 
No,  sir,  impossible.  But  we  must  submit  to  every 
irKlignity,  it  seemed,  every  daring  invasion  of  our 
rights;  we  must  not  make  war,  because^  if  we  do, 
armies  must  be  raised;  the  government  would  be 
subverted;  the  vail  of  the  temple  of  the  constitu- 
tion might  be  rent  in  twain. 


The  Chronicle. 

BALTiMonE,  Januartf  11,  1812. 

jA:>rES  BAttBoun.  Esq.  of  Orange  county,  (speaker 
of  the  house  of  delegates)  has  been  elected  govern- 
or of  A^irginia,  in  the  place  of  the  lamented  George 
AV  Smith, 

The  Bank  of  Virginia  has  declared  a half  yearly 
dividend  of  six  per  centum. 

John  Wood,  of  Richmond,  well  known  to  the 
public  for  his  lalents,  has  been  appointed  professor 
of  mathematics  in  the  college  of  William  and  Mary. 

At  a meetmg  of  tlie  Jhnerican  Philosophical  Soci- 
ety, held  at  their  hall  in  Philadelphia  the  3d  instant, 
the  following  officers  were  duly  elected: 

President — Thomas  Jefferson. 

A^ice  Presidents — Caspar  AVistar,  Benjamin  S. 
Barton,  Robert  Patterson, 

Seeretai’ics — Thomas  C.  James,  Thomas  T.  Hew- 
son,  Nathaniel  Chapman,  Joseph  Cloud. 

Counsellors  for  three  years — Rev.  Nicliolas  Col- 
lin, Benjamin  Rush,  Wm.  Tilghman,  Andrew  EiU 
licott. 

Curators — John  R.  Smith,  Zaccheus  Collins,  Rob- 
ert Hare. 

I'reasurer — John  Vaughan. 

The  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  are 
ordered  by  the  head  of  that  department  to  wear 
crape  on  tlie  left  arm  and  sword  hilt  for  one  month 
as  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  commodore 
A'icholson,  senior  officer  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  lately  deceased  at  Boston. 

The  leg'islature  of  Georgia  have  appropriate^ 
10,000  dollars  towards  erecting*  a penitentiary. 

Lnglish  bank  7ioies — AA’’e  arc  informed  (savs  the 
Belfast  News-Letter)  tliat  Robert  Bateson,  esq.  of 
Orange  field,  h:is  most  generously  allowed  tlie  ten- 
antry of  hi.s  extensive  estates  in  thee  unity  of  Down, 
to  pay  their  rents  in  haxh  xotes,  xslihovt  charging 
any  discount.  A\'e  also  under.stand,  that  he  has  t.aic- 
en  bank  notes  for  some  time ptist  at  alow  discouut/’ 

General  JMorcav’s  splendid  mansion  at  Mon-is- 
viile,  with  the  green  house,  &,c.  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  ult.  I'he  fire  Was 
accidental  and  origininated  in  ilie  green  iiouse.  A 
part  of  his  furniture  Was  saved,  but  many  valuable 
pa]>ers  lost. 

On  the  21st  nit.  tlie  hou.se  of  Mr.  Fettetman, 
(Mifflintovrn  Penn.)  was  consumed  by  fire— his. 
daughter  and  a liircd  girl  perished  in  tlie  ffaincsl 
'fhe,  mother  nearly  lust  her  life  in  endeavouring  to 
s.ive  them. 
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Despatches  from  Mr.  BarU-w,  our  minister  at 
France  have  rerxlied  Washington.  It  is  stated  that 
the  aspect  of  our  concerns  in  that  country  are  flat- 
tering-, though  nothing  positive  had  been  done, 
o^rjng,  perhaps,  to  the  absence  of  the  emperor. 

The  presidents  of  several  of  the  banks  in  this 
city  have  offered  ^1000  reward  for  the  apprehension 
of  a person  who  passes  by  the  name  Seneca  Page, 
or  Parker,  who  formerly  kept  a livery  stable  in 
Boston — “He  is  a tall  slender  young  man,  of  light 
or  fair  complexion,  and  stutters  or  stammers  in  his 
speech,”  He  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  tlie  gang  of 
counterfeiters  lately  infesting  this  and  the  neighbor- 
ing states,  and  doing  business  on  a grand  scale. 

We  have  no  European  intelligence  since  our  last. 
Register  of  the  dead — We  published  in  our 
last  a list  of  72  victims  who  have  perished  in  the 
late  calamitous  conflagration.  To  these  should 
have  been  added  the  name  of  James  Edmonson,  a 
free  mulatto  boy,  who  expired  afterwards. 

We  have  now  to  subjoin  the;  name  of  Mr.  John 
Shaub;  who  died  yesterday  morning,  at  the  house 
of  Charles  Beck  and  co.  of  this  city. 

His  funeral  was  conducted  under  the  eye  of  the 
committee  of  arrangement,  to  the  “devoted  spot.” 

liich.  Enquirer. 

Among  the  acts  passed  at  the  late  session  of  the  le- 
gislature of  South  Carolina,  we  notice  the  follow- 
ing; 

An  act  to  establish  Free  Schools  throughout  the 
state. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  commissioners  of  the 
Orphan  House  of  Charleston,  to  select  the  number 
of  youths  therein  mentioned  from  those  educated 
and  maintained  on  tlie  bounty  of  that  institution, 
who  shall  be  allowed  to  complete  their  .education  at 
the  South  Carolina  college. 

An  act  to  prevent  any  citizen  of  this  state,  from 
being  sent  to  jail  until  he  be  heard  by  himself  or 
coiinseL 

An  act  to  make  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
a professor  of  chemistry  in  the  South  Carolina 
college. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATIVESi 

Thursday,  January  9. — A motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Porter,  that  the  house  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  of  the  senate  for  raising  25,000  ad- 
ditional troops.  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Little,  Mr. 
Grundy  and  others  supported  the  motion — Mr.  Smi- 
lie,  Mr.  Johnson  and  others  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  a motion  superceding  that  of 
Mr.  Porter,  namely  for  an  indefinite  post[)onement 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Randolph  spoke  about  tv.m  hours, 
against  the  bill  and  against  war.  Among  other 
things  he  declared  the  bill  to  be  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  administration. 

The  ye.as  and  nays  were  taken  on  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  were — ayes  29 — nays  98. 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  first  amend- 
ment, the  proviso  to  the  first  section,  then  recurred, 
and  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  decided  in  the 
aifirmative — ayes  67 — noes  60. 

Question  on  receding  from  the  second  amend- 
ment the  three  additional  sections,  25,  26  and  27, 
aided  by  the  house  to  the  bill.  The  question  was 
divided  and  taken  on  the  different  sections,  sepa- 
rately. On  the  25th  section — ayes  63 — noes  61, — 
26th  section — ayes  49 — noes  76.  27th  section — 
uyes  61— noes  60.  So  that  the  house  have  receded 
from  all  their  amendments,  except  the  26th  section. 

Adjourned,  half  past  4 o’clock. 


llie  Editor’s  Department. 

WAR  on  PEACE/ 

War  with  Great  Britain,  or  and  adjustment  of" 
differences  with  her,  will  shortly  ensue,  and  tlie 
people  ought  to  make  their  calculations  upon  it.  lu 
the  vote  to  raise  an  additional  army  of  25,000  men, 
we  consider  the  Rubicon  as  passed,  and  that  con- 
gress, without  “idle  debate^  will  proceed  to  do,  all 
that  in  them  lies  to  prepare  the  country  for  the  crisis, 
ft  is  supposed,  that  on  the  return  of  the  Hornet, 
which  may  be  expected  early  in  March,  that  war 
will  be  formerly  declared,  if  the  propositsons  she 
carried  out  are  not  immediately  agreed  to,  without 
further  intrigue,  equivocation  or  delay — and  in  the 
meantime,  that  all  the  details  necessary  to  offensive 
or  defensive  war  will  be  forwarded  with  as  much 
expedition  as  possible. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  that  the  British  will 
recede,  wliile  many  believe  that  her  pride  will  make 
her  persist  in  injustice,  and  cause  her  to  hazard  the 
contest.  Be  this  as  it  may,  one  fact  is  evident;  if 
the  United  States  shall  “unbury  the  tomahawk, 
which  has  been  so  long  hid,”  that  it  will  truly  be  a 
war  of  people  of  America  against  \he  government 
of  England;  the  fragment  of  population  seated  in 
some  of  our  sea  ports  and  opposed  to  a reclan\ation 
of  our  rights,  are  too  contem])tible  to  be  considered 
as  affecting  this  general  proposition.  From  all 
quarters  of  the  countiy — from  the  mountain  tops 
of  the  interior,  we  have  a common  expression  of 
the  public  will. 

This  almost  universal  disposition  for  war  in  such 
a peace  loving  peo]ile  as  the  Americans,  aug-urs  a 
favourable  result.  The  man  who  deliberately  enters 
upon  a measure,  assured  of  the  7zeccss%  of  accom- 
plisliing  it,  is  not  easily  repulsed. 

The  frigate  Congress,  says  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, having  undergone  a thorough  repair,  last 
summer,  has,  arrived  at  Norfolk,  completely 
fitted  for  seiwice.  (LjMany  people  begin  to  think 
that  the  Congress  convened  at  Washington  has  also 
been  somewhat  repaired  since  the  last  session — 
seeing  almost  one  half  of  its  members  (or  timbers') 
t have  been  removed. 

CCrWith  an  unceasing  desire  to  cheapen  the 
Register  by  rendering  it  more  and  more  valuable, 
and  a due  regard  for  the  liberality  of  the  public, 
a supplement  accompanies  this  number,  which  we 
would  have  issued  without  particular  notice  except 
it  were  necessary  to  say — that,  as  for  about  four 
weeks  we  sliall  be  fully  engaged  in  re-printing 
certain  numbers  of  tlie  Register,  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted, it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  give  another 
extra  for  that  time — unless  something  important 
should  occur.  There  are  yet  to  be  inserted  a great 
deal  oi'  official  matter,  which  with  the  cun  ent  affairs 
of  the  time  will  fully  occupy  the  paper  and  generally 
exclude  articles  in  manuscript  prepared  or  pre- 
paring for  the  work.  We  expect  shortly  to  receive 
our  small  type,  and  have  room  to  embrace  ever}' 
subject,  original  proposed. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress,  with  the  speeches 
of  Messrs.  Shefiey  and  Williams,  having  made  (to 
use  a printer’s  term)  a great  deal  nmre  than  was 
at  first  supposed,  have  shoved  out  several  thmgs  in 
type  which  ought  tohave  bee.i  inserted  inthisnumber. 

Some  of  our  friends  fear  we  may  inundate  them 
with  congressional  speeches  and  political  matte)-.  As 
to  the  first,  there  are  not  many  moi'e  that  we  expect 
to  publish -at  length;  and  we  shall  dismiss  trie  ac- 
cumulated mass  of  the  latter  as  briefly  as  we  can, 
so  as  to  preserve  those  things  which  must,  and 
should  be,  preserved,  for  reference. 
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No  otlier  speaker  oi' mi/  living  actions^ 

*•  I'o  keep  mine  honor  from  comipliori 
“ But  such  Ml  honest  chrpniGler.” 
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Mr.  Wriglit’s  Speech^ 

THE  HOUSE  or  hepresentatives,  on  the  heport 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOTIEIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr-  Wright— Mr.  Speaker,  I must  beg  the  indul- 
«-ence  of  the  house,  while  I deliver  my  opinion  on  the 
subi  ect  now  under  consideration,  the  mo.st  imporhuit 
that  has  been  submitted  to  the  congress  of  the  Urn- 
ted  States.  I,  sir,  shall  take  the  liberty  of  vai-ying 
the  question  from  the  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia.  (Mr.  Randolph)  who  yesterday  considered  it  a 
question  of  peace  or  war—-!  shall  consider  it  a que.»-^ 
tion  of  war  or  submission,  dire  alternatives,  Oi 
Which,  however,  I trust,  no  lionest  American  can 
hesitate  inchusing,  when  the  question  i.s  correctly 
stated,  and  distinctly  understood,  f ne  gentleman 
from  Virginia  contends,  that  it  is  a dispute  about 
the  caiTying  trade,  brought  on  us  by  tiie  cupidity  of 
the  American  merchants,  in  which  the  farmer  a\id 
planter  liave  little  interest;  tliat  he  will  not  consent 
to  tax  his  constituents  to  carry  on  a war  tor  it;  that 
the  enemy  is  iromlnerable  on  the  “mountain  vyaye, 
the  element  of  our  wrongs,  but  should  tiiey  violate 
the  ^^nataUM^tmr  he  would  point  all  the  energies 
of  the  nation  and  avengo-the  wrong.  Was  that  gen- 
tleman stricken  on  the  nose,  by  a man  so  tall  that  he 
could  not  reach  his'  nose,  I strongly  mclme  to  think 
his  manly  pride  would  not  permit  him  to  demine  die 
conflict.  Sir,  the  honorable  member  is  incorrect  in 
his  premises,  and  of  course  in  his  conclusions,  I wul 
endeavor  to  conviucehim  of  this,  and  shall  be gratihed 
could  I enlist  Ms  talents  on  the  side  of  a bleeding 
country  —Sir,  the  violations  of  the  commercial  rignts 
of  which  we  complain,  do  not  only  embrace  tlie  car- 
rying trade,  properly  so  called,  but  also  the  carrying 
Sthe  products  of  our  own  soil,  the  fruits  of  our  own 
industry;  these,  although  injurious  only  to  our  pro- 
perty,  ie  just  causes  of  war.  But,  sir,  the  impress- 
ment of  our  native  seamen,  is  a stroke  at  the  vitals  of 
liSerty  itself,  and  although  it  does  not  toumy  the 
*<natale  solumr  yet  it  enslaves  the  »n:itivosfi  ios. 


the  native  sons  of  Ameiqca,  and  in  the  ratio  that  li- 
bertv  is  preferable  to  property,  ought  to  enlist  the 
Patriotic  feelings  of  that  honorable  member,  and 
mke  his  bosom  bum  wHh  that  holy  fire  that  inspired 

the  patriots  of  the  revoldtion, 

Sir,  the'  cai’rying  trade,  by  which  I mean  the  car- 
rying articles  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
a foreign  clime,  (except  -.u-ticle.s  contraband  of  war) 
is  as  much  the  right  of  the  American  people,  as  the 
carrying  the  products  of  their  own  soil,  and  is  not  on- 
ly secui’ed  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  by  tlie  positive 
pmvHsions  of  the  British  treaty.-To  sir  it  is  an 
vlY  important  right.  We  import  from ihe  West  la- 
dies, mmually,  property  to  tiie  amomit  of  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,- for  which  we  pay  m the  products 
of  our  own  soil;  of  this,  ten  millions  only  are  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  and  the  .surplus  thiriV 


Tnillions  are  exported  tp  foreign  cauntriej,  q.i  which  j date,  the  outrage  was  remonstrated 
• .1  A 


the  American  merchant  pays  three  per  centum  ou 
the  duties  to  the  United  States,  obtains  tlic  profits 
on  the- freight  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  fur- 
nishes a market  for  American  productions  to  the 
same  amount.  The  lionorable  ^ntl ' nan  from  Vir-,- 
ginia  said,  that  that  little  spot  in  Mivvlmd,  Balti- 
more, which  was  well  fortified  and  secure  from  an 
attack,  had  unbounded  inP,ucnGp,  “that  the  lo.ds  of 
Baltimore”  governed  the  representatives  of  Mar)> 
land,  in  their  votes  on  this  subject.  No,  sir,  every 
district  of  Maryland  solemnly  protests  against  sub- 
mission to  any  foreign  power,  and  I iiave  no  doubt, 
will approyetiie  votes  of  their  members  on  this  fi  jor, 
“to  prepai-e  for  war,”  or  for  war  itself,  rather  than 
sumbisslon. — Baltimore,  by  tlio  industry  and  eo.n- 
mercial  enterprize  of  her  citizens,  has  grown  out  of. 
the  sea  into  a great  commercial  city,  has  dlR'use.i 
the  benefits  of  commerce  into  every  .section  of  the 
.state,  by  making  a great  demand  for  the  products o? 
our  soil  and  industry,  and  r consequent  incrc.iseaf 
price,  whereby  every  foot  of  land  in  Maryland  i.; 
made  more  valuable,  and  whereby  tiie  interest  of 
every  part  of  the  state  is  identified  widi  tiicirs;  for 
this  she  is  justly  entitled  to  ou;*.  res.peci:.  But,  sir, 
she  has  no  occasion  to  infuse  fier  patriotic  fire,  (so 
pre-eminent  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake)  into  the 
representatives  of  Maryland.  They  know  Uie  wi.sh- 
cs  of  their  constituents,  and  v.ull  mhs.t  certalniv  obey 
them, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I hope  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia  will  not  clcfc.ud  the  carryin.g  of  foreig'n  arti- 
cles, he  will  defend  the  carrying  the  products  of  onr 
own  soil,  a right  most  disgracefully  violated, — 
When  our  own  citizens  have  been  carrying  provi- 
sions, the  produce  of  tlieir  own  soil  in  their  own 
ships,  to  feed  the  armies  of  England  and  her  allies, 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  they  have  been  captur- 
ed on  their  homeward  bound  passage,  on  tlieir  ow.i 
coast,  and  condemned  in  aBritisj^  conrt  of  admiralty. 
If  it  does  not  inspire  him,  yet  ^ am  not  without  hopes 
that  when  he  reflects  on  the  impre.ssmcnts  of  our 
native  American  seamen,  canying  tlie  jiroducts  of 
our  own  industry  to  market,  thousands  of  whom  Rt 
this  moment  are  languishing  under  the  ignominiou-s 
scourge,  on  board  the  infernal  floating  castles  of 
Great  Britain,  he  will  feel  like  an  American,  devote.i 
to  avenge  their  wi’ongs.  He  has,  said  that  if  Great 
Britain  had  an  agency  in  exciting  the  Indians  to  the 
massacre  of  the  troops  under  governor  Harrison,  he , 
would  avenge  it.  Sir,  can  he  then  feel  lees  bound 
to  avenge  the  slavery  and  death  of  American  im- 
pressed  se.amen,  committed  directly  by  Brito.a.s 
themselves,  than  the  death  of  citizens  by  tlie  sava- 
ges through  the  British  agency?  I shouV-1  like  to  hear 
him  exercise  his  logical  talent  in  tiie  discrimiaation, 
of  tliese  cases,  which,  however  profound,  would  I 
presume  be  inciTectua\  tp  tfiat  purpose.  Sir,  the. 
imprcjsment  of  American  seamen  is  of  .ancient 

■gainst  by 
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^Vashington,  and  by  ey,ery  administration  since,  and 
.every  diplomatic  energy,  in  every  administration, 
exei.ttd  to  put  a stop  to  tiiis  infamous  practice,  in 
yain.  v 

Mr.  Speaker,  I ask  honorable  gentlemen  if  we  are 
not  bound  by  tbe  most  solemn  ties  to  pi^otect  oUr 
seamen  by  all  tlie  lawful  means  we  possess?  1 have 
ever  consider^,  that  protection  and  allegiance  tvere 
recipiocal  obligations,  the  counterparts  of  each 
tlier;  that  the  protection  of  the  citizen  in  his  -li- 
erty  was  secured  to  him  by  the  constitution,,  and 
ever)"  member  of  the  government  bound  by  oath  to 
support  that  constitution  securing  to  him  that  right, 
i ask,  should  an  impressed  American  seamen  (tvlio 
has  been  for  seven  yeai’s  under  tlid  .lash,  atvdrwhoni 
w e had  during  that  time  neglected)  be  indicted  for 
high  treason,  when  found  with  our  enemies  in  arms 
against  us,  sliould  be  plead  specially  that  fact, 
would  it  avail  him;  and  i^t  would  not,  how  cam  we 
nCglect  to  protect  hiin  in  his  liberty,  secured-by  tlie 
SOCK  1 compactj  which  we  are  bound  by  oath  to  exe- 
cute. Ml  , Speaker,  it  is  well  known  that  my  syrtir 
pathieshaYe  aivi^ays  been  enlisted  for  this  hardy  and 
valuable  cla.?s  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who,  though 
poor,  yet  as  ^‘hone.'it  tai’s”  proverbially^  in  apeculiai* 
manner,  are  entitled  to  our  protectipn. , i 
‘ Sir,  we  all  recollect  the  captiife  of  the  Philadel- 
phia by  the  I'iirks,  and  we  can  never  forget  how  thC 
news  of  so  many  of  our  fellow  citizens  being  sub- 
jected to  Turkish  bonda^  in  a moment  electeCized 
tlie  i sympathiesr  of  the  American  people;  that  a 
aquach'on  was  without- delay  dispatched  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  a large  sum  of  money  voted  for  then* 
ransom:  But,  sir,'  We  have  sO.long  suljpiitted  to  the 
British,  impressments  of  our  seanieh,‘that  it  has  be- 
come an,  o)d  stor}'^,  and  we  seem  to  h^e  set  down 
easy  undei*  it,  instead  of -making  tliem  pay  for  it, 
W'ith  interest  Biit,  sir,  the  murdefof  Pierce  in'oUr 
own  water;^;  the  kiiliiig  of ‘pm*  citizens  in  the  Che- 
sapeake; the  hanging  of  VvHsdn  in  cold  blood, taken 
out  of  that  ship  by  violence,  and  the  very  recent  case 
of  the  American  citizen  impressed  into  the  t/ittle 
Belt^  and  compelled  to  fight  against  his  own.  coun- 
trymen, who  vyas -killed  in.  that  actipn^  are  fresh  in 
our  recpllectidh,  and  if  tlrCse  outrages  which  ■ Ciy 
aloud  for  vengeailce,  do  not  aniihat^ypu,  I fear  the 
sacred  fire  tliat-fe^'rpired  your  fethers  in  tire  revolu- 
tion is  nearly  exthfgUished,  ai^  the  liberty  ot  tlieir 
degenerate  sons  jn  j eppqrdjb'  INfr.  Speaker,  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Yirginia  has  declai'ed,  tliat  if  he  could 
believe  that  tire  late  massacre  of  the  tr6pl^> 
attadr  on  goveimor  Hamsdn  by  tlie  Indi^,  Uildef 
the  Prop]  I'et,. was  tl  e efet  of  Brhish  agehey, 
wmuld  unite  with  us  heart ’arid  hand,  arid  p'efsdiiiliy 
p-ssist  to  avenge  the  bfoody  deed  I fell  it  confidence 
that  if  the  gentl^pn  will  attend  to  the  circirai- 
stances  of  this  case,  and  take  - a retrospective  view 
pf  tire  conduct  of  tire  BnTish  government,'  he  Aviil 
feel  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  I will  take  the  liberty  of 
pointing  the  gentlemari’.s  attention  to  some  of  the 
prominent  features  of  that  goverament,  which  vvill 
go  far  in  establishihg  the  fact:— When  Durimore,  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  in  1775,  foiihd  it  necessary  to 
quit  the  seat  of  government,  arid  go  on  board  the 
fleet,  for  syfety,  froih  tlid  revolutioriary  vengeance* 
of  the  patriots  of  Virginia— at  a period,  too  whpii, 
the  Aip  ericans  werefeumg  for  justice,  by  their  hum- 
ble petitions  to  the  kiiig  and  pai’ltanierit;  and  when 
that  .Chatham,  the  gemleman  from  Virginia  has  so 
highly  extolled,  was  the  advocate  of  out  violated 
rights,  Dimmore  issued  a proclamation' inviting  the 
pegToes  tp  his.  standard,  to  cut ’die  throats  of  their 
masters,  .andprpmked  them’ a pardon.  This  fact  I 
know,  from  having  presented  that  proctainatkin  to 


a court  a*.  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  to  induce  them 
to-commute  the  punisliment  of  death  (pass^ed  on  some 
of  die  victims  of  his  peihdy,)  to  working  in  the 
mines r whidi  they  did.  I will  nextremind  the  gen- 
tleman of  the  speech  of  lord  Dorchester,  to  die  In- 
dians, after  the  peace,  in  wliich  he  advises  them  to 
use  dietomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  whereby  num- 
bers of  dije  inliabitants  on  the  frontiers,  of  all  ages, 
sexes  ^tid  conditions  were  sacrificed.  This  was  die 
cause  of  the  Inditui  war  that  shortly  after  took  plape. 
This  fact  was  te.iied  by  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
wliich  had  universal  credit. 

These  cases  go  to  prove  that  the  principles  diat 
ought  to  govern  civilized  nations  have  at  all  times 
been  totally  disregarded  by  tlie  officers  and  .«gents 
of  that  government.  After  these  cases  we  shall  feel 
little  hesitation  in  believing  there  was  a British 
agency  in  th'e  case  of  the  massacre  hy  the  Phipheds 
4‘dops,  on.  governor  Harrison’s  detachment,  when 
the  circumstances  relied  on  are  duly-  considered.' 
At  the  late  great  council  with  govewior  Harrison, 
the^chiefs  of  mafly  tribes  were  convened,  alt  of  wiio.jn 
except  Tecumseh,  the  Prophet-s  brother,  in  th'eir 
speeches-  avowed  their  friendly  dispdsitioris,  and  de- 
votion to  peace  with  the  United  States— Tecumseh, 
who,  wiih  a number  of  his  tribe,  camU  fiom  fort 
Malden,  in  Canada,  declared  his  hostile  intentions 
against  the  ynited  States,  left  the  comicil  With  diat 
avow'ed  intention,  arid  retui*necl  again  to  fort  Mal- 
den. Shortly  after  which,  the  ShaWanese  assembled 
a large  body  in  arpis  in  the  Indiana  territorj-,  under 
the  Prophet,  arid'eommitted  the  assault  on  the  troops 
of  governor  Harrison,  though  they  Jikve  paid  for 
their  temerity,  This,  I trust,  connected  as  it  is  with 
the  immorality  and  extraordinary  pretensfoiis  of  that 
government  at  this  crisis,  wrti  satisfy,  not  only  the 
gentlemari  from  Virginia,  but  this  house,  of  a Bri- 
tish agency  in  the  case,  . 

Hrit  to  divert  pur-  attefitioh  from  the  wrongs  of 
which,  we  complkiri,  tlie  gaitleman  from  Vfrgirtia 
tells  us  that  our  own  restrictive  system  has  undPrie 
us;  tliat  our  cotton  is  reduced  -to  Seven  cents,  and 
our  tobacco  to  nothing:  B.r,  tlf.ere  are  now  no  re- 
strictions tq  the  exportation  of  these  articles,  and 
if  that  had  been  the  cause,  pn  its  remtV.l  the  effect 
vyoUldhave  ceased  with  it.  vNo,  sir,  we  are  to  Ij^k 
tor  Xhe  cads e of  tlie  redUctfor]^  of  the  prices  of  otlr 
cotton  and  tobacco  in  the  political  arid  commercial 
history  of^urope:f--Thfe  pvicedf  our  cotton  depend^ 
oU  the  deriiand  for  the  manufactures 'Of  that  article; 
the Brigtish.pvade  cottony  dcpendedon  the  continen- 
tal maik'ets,  from  vvhiclr  the  British  mafiufrctures 
are  eXclud'^.  The  price  of  tobacco  never  was  mh- 
teri'aUy  varied  by  the  cQrisuriiptiqn  in  Englarid,  biit 
depended  op  the  forei^  derijandfrora  Great  Britairi, 
which,  by  their  exclusion  frorii  the  contiheiit,  is  af- 
iriost  entirely  arrested.  Sfr^  if  we . eXairiine  wiWv 
candor  the  cause  op  the  reduction. of  the  prices  of 
tlie^e  articles,Vve  shall  find  that  the  i*€taliatofiy  sys- 
tem of  the  two  -gi^cat  belligerents  produced  i : — 
The  “British  prprilamatiori  blockading  system’’  of 
1806  induced  the  jcontiriental  blockade  of  1807, 
and  ultimately  the  iriterdictioh  of  all  artictes  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Gi^at  Britain  to 
the  continerit. 

America,  ever  tp  hersel;^  determined  tot 

preserve  a state  of  n€utpality,c  and  not  to  commit  her 
destinies  with  eitlier  of  the;  great  belligerents  wlm 
were  deciding  the  rise  and  fall  of  empirCs,  by  the 
sword,  and  recording  thoir destinies  in  blooi  Our 
policy  was  peace,  and  in  this  we  persevered  with^^ 
degree  of  equanimity  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  y. 
the  v/orld;  nor,  sir,  was  the  non-intercourse  act,  now 
so  violently  complanied  of  by  Great  Britain,  marked 
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vith  tlie.  slightest  shade  of  partiality.  By  that  act 
,%t  the  ,!5ame  time,  and,  as  it  were,  ‘*uiio  Jiata^*  we 
offered  to  both  nations  the  same  terms,  aiwl  agreed 
not  to  . imix>rt  any  articles  the  growth;  produce  or 
manufacture  of  tlie  other,  her.  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies, , pn  either  revoking  their  edicts  violating  our 
neutral  commerce,  unless  they  should  within  tlii*ee 
months  thereafter  revoke  their  edicts.  The  empe- 
peror  of  tiie  ibh’ench  did  revoke  his  decrees,  but  the 
i^ritish  did  not  revoke  their  orders  hi  council  witli- 
lUr  the  Uu'ee  months;  but  congTess,  in  her  peaceful 
policy,  by. a law,  tniuVeJJier,  and  authorised  her  to 
do  it  at  any  time,  so  that  in  fact  she  may  be.  consi- 
dered as  fixing  the  restrictions  of  which  she  com- 
plains, on  herself,  as  she  has  it  in  .her  power  to  re* 
move  them  at  her  will  and  pleasure. 

< Sir,  the  monstrous  pretensions  insisted  on  by  her 
minister  near  the.  United  States,  were  not  less  ex>> 
ceptipnable  in  their  manner,  than  in  their  matter; 
Rownver,  the- American  minister,  in  a stile  and  man- 
ner that  did  honor  to  his  head  and  Ids  heart,  detect* 
ed-and  exposed  theh*  fallacies,,  and  placed  the  Lhd- 
ted  States  on  that  high  ground  her  just  claim's'  en- 
titled her  to  holdj.and  gave  a celebrity  to  that^tate 
, piiper,.  that  it  will  be  quoted  with  pride  by  the  A* 
merican  statesman,  as  tlie  mirror  of  British  inso- 
lence. 

Mr.  Speakerrr-I  regret  that  th.e  gen^eman  from 
Virjginia,  should  ascribe  to  gentlemen  ot  the  west, 
ft  disposition  for  war,  with  a view  to  raise  the  price 
of  their  hemp,  or  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  north,  with 
ar  view  to  raise  the  price  of  their  beef  and  dour. — 
Xhesey  sir,  are  selfish  motives,  and  such  as  I cannot 
for  a-«moment  believe  will  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  deciding  this  important  question;  they  will 
lyith  every  otheTiSection  of  the  union  unite  in  de- 
ciding on  its  merits;  they  will  count  the  wrongs  we 
feave  sustained;  they  will  reflect  that  the  honor,  ,the 
iftterest  and  the  very  independence  of  the  United 
States  is*  directly,  attacked— they  will,  as  guardians 
pfthe  nation’s  eights,  agTeeably  to  the  advice  of  the 
administration,  “put  the  United  States  into  an  ar- 
mor and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,  and 
correspondent  with  the  nation’s  spirit  and  expecta- 
tions,” they  will  prepare  to-ehastise  the  wrongs  of 
the  British  cabinet,  which  the  president, tells  us, 
^^have  the  character  as  M’-ell  as  the  effect  of  war,  on 
our  lawful  commercial  rights,  which  no  independent 
nation  can  relinquish.”  They  will  decide  with  the 
president,  .tjie  executive , organ  of  the  nation’s  will, 
“that  these  wrongs  are  no  loi^r  to  be  endured.” — 
They  will  decide  with  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations—“that  forbearance  longer  to  repel  these 
wrori^  has  ceased  to  be  a vh’tue,”,and,  I hope  tliey 
will  decide  with  me,  that  subtiifesiori  is  a crime;  and, 
sir,,  if  they  will  examine  a document  on  that  table'  I 
meaii  the  returns  of  the  twelfth  congress,  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  eleventh — ^they  will  find  nearly 
one  half  of  the  eleventh  congress  removed— this,  sh*, 
may  correctly  be  considered  as  the  sentence  of  the 
nation  against  thedoctiine  of  submission.— It  is  cer- 
tainly an  expr^sion  of  the  nation’s  will,  in  a lan- 
guage not  to  be  misunderstood,  and  too  serious  in 
its  application  not  to  be  respected.  W e have  also, 
sir,  the.expressionof Maryland  through  her  senate, 
who  unanimously  approved  the  spirited  resolutions, 
inti'odnced  by  tiie  late  governor,  who  did  not  suffer 
his  exposi^  situation,  so  alarming  in  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  to  deter  him  from  do- 
ing his  duty.  We  have  also,  sii*,  the  resolutiohs  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  an  honest  test  of 
their  non-submission  principles.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
cannot  forbear  the  remark,  that  while  the  gentleman  i 
from  Virginia,  ascribes  to  the  west  and  north  inter-| 


ested  motives,' he  confesses,  that  tlie  situation  of  tile 
blacks  hi  the  state  he  represents,  impressed  as  they 
are  with  the  new.  French  principles  of  liberty,  and 
their  desire  for  the  fraternal  img,  are  seriously  to  be 
-feai*ed;  that  these  new  principles  have  been  taught 
tUem  by  the  pedlars  from  the  East,  who  while  they 
sell  their  timikets  inculcate  these  doctrines,  he  suf- 
fers his  fears,  for  tlie  Statehe  represents  in  the  event 
of  a war  , ;oa  account  of  the  blacks  to  interest  hvn: 
and  had  he  not  told  us  that  if  ti\e**/i;itale  solum’'  was 
touched,  or  that  if  there  was  a BritisJi  agency  in  the 
late  attack  on  governor  Harrison,  he  would  go  to 
war— I should  have  been  ready  to  conclude,  that  as 
the  state  of  the  blacks  would  be  a permanent  objec- 
tion, no  cause  could  occur  that  would  induce  him  to 
go  to  war. 

• Mr.  Speaker,  tJie  gentleman  from  Virginia  says, 
he  c.'vpects  to  be  charg.ed  with  being  under  British 
iiifiueucef  liowe. er,  he  disregarded  it.  I assure  him 
I shall,  not  be  one  of  his  accusers;  I believe  him  go- 
verned by  himself,  and  infi'aeiicM  by  pure  American 
motives;  and  tiiot  if  he  saw  the  subject  as  I do  his 
bosom  would  bum  with  the  same  sacred  tire  to 
aveiige  our  wi-oiigs:  and  was  I to  liear  him  cliarged 
iaiiis  absence  with  British  influence,  I should  repel 
it,  notwita-staiiding  he  has  told  us  in  a pridefui  . n.ui- 
ner,  that  he  has  descended  frb'm  British  ancestors; 
that  from  a Shaliespeare  he.  had  formed  lus  taste, 
rrom  a Locke  lus  mind,  from  a C.iatham  his  politics, 
from  a Sidney  his  patriotism,  and  from  a TiUotson 
his  religion.  Mr.  Speaker,  had  I been  tiut  honour- 
able member,  I should  have  boasted  a nobler  line  of 
ancestry,  I should  have  claimed  my  descent  from 
the  beardless  Powhatan  and  the  immortal  Pocahon- 
tas^ and  I should  have  taken  as  nrodcis  from  my  owii 
state,  a Hejiry  for  my  eloquence,  a Jeff  erson  for  my 
politics,  a Washi  gtou  for  my  patriotis.m,  and  a Ma- 
tUson,  or  r^tther  the  oracles  of  revelation,  for  my  re- 
ligion. But,  sir,  1 4111  myseifso  much  a Uo'man,  that 
I can  truly  say  m their  language. 

Aut  ^enus  aut  praavos,  aut  qua  non  fecimuj  ipsa 
vix-ea  nostra  -voco.  • 

Honor  and  shdmefrom  no  condition  rise, 

Act'ioell  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies. 

Sir,  the  charge  of  foreign  influence,  and  the  re- 
criminatioir  of  one  political  party  by  the  other,  are 
unpleasant  tbbigs.  I should  rejoice  to  see  the  cur- 
tain of  oblivion  drawn  over  them,  and  all  uniting 
under  the  nobler  distinction  of  American.  I,  siry 
feel  it  due  to  tlie  federalists  of  Maryland  to  declare, 
that  when  the  outrage  was  committed  o;i  the  Chesa- 
peake, tliey  expressed  an  equal  zeal  to  avenge  th 2 
wrong  and  to  yolimteer  their  services  under  the 
standard  of  their  common  country.  Nor,  sir,  can 
I,  from  the  pleasing  aspect  this  house  presented 
when  acting  on  the  first  resolution,  feel  a doubt 
that  they  will,  on  ail  proper  occasions,  zealously  co^ 
operate  in  protecting  ihe  solid  interests  of  this 
country,  to  which  their  destinies  are  committed. 

Sir,  I sincerely  regret, that  tlie  gentleman  from 
\ irgmia  shouid  treat  with  so  much  freedom,  that 
class  of  society,  which  in  case  of  a,  war  must  make 
the  Standing' army.  It  was  illy  calculated  to  aid 
the  recruiting  service,  to  call  them  “d  e scourings 
of  the  seaports,  to  be  collected  by  tlie  scavengers 
of  the  army,”  “engines'  of  despotism,”  ever  dan-' 
gerous  to  liberty.^  This  could  have  no  good  effect 
That  there  is  a niixt  society  in  the  seaports  ladmity 
adventui-ers  from  all  nations,  but  the  great  mass  of 
our  people  is  truly  respectable,  and  I trust  the  lio- 
resty  of  Hhetr  principles  is*  not  be  measured  by 
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n.::y  star.dM'tl  of  wealth.  The  usual  bounty  and  pay 
Avitji  the  160  acres  of  land,  and  the  love  of  tlicir 
country,  will  induce  respectable  younj^  men  to 
enlist,  they  will  never  sufler  those  rights,  their  m- 
herUened,  puichastd  by  the  blood  of  their  fathers^ 
ot  ine  revolution,  to  be  lost  by  a degeneracy  of 
their  sons.  1 wish  gentlemen,  wiien  they  speak  of 
tiie  soldiery,  would  recollect,  how  tliey  came  into 
tliis  house,  and  by  tvhose  blood  the  independence 
cf  tl'.e  United  States  was  purchased.  Sir,  if  they 
eriaminc  their  own  history  they  will  fiiui  that 
he  tax  in  blood  was  paid  by  the  poor  in  the  ratio  of 
sixty -four  to  four,  the  number  of  privates  when 
compared  with  the  oiilcers,  and  indeed  they  will 
fitd  that  many  of  the  best  officers  were  poor.  Sir, 
we  know  many  of  the  privates  of  that  army  who 
are  now  among  the  most  respectable  of  our  citizens. 
Sir,  liave  we  forgot  the  disinterested  patriotism  of 
I’auiding,  alWilliams,  and  a Vanwert,  who  conduct- 
ed Andre  to  the  gibbet.?  They  were  poor,  but  ho- 
nest—gold  could  not  corrupt  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  patriotism  that  inspired 
their  lathers  yet  inspires  tlieir  sons.  We  have  v.utb 
national  pi  ide  seen  a Summers,  a Wadsv.'orth,  and 
an  Israel,  to  liberate  tlieir  brotliers  in  arms  from 
-Tiii  khh  slavery,  peifbrm  a prodigy  of  valor  unex- 
arnpied  in  the  pages  of  history.  It  has  been  honora- 
bly recorded  in  the  archives  of  congress;  and  their 
monuments  in  the  navy  yard  will  ever  be  dear  to 
American  seamen,  and  an  evidence  of  the  magnani- 
mity of  tlie  naval  officers,  who,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense erected  them,  and  who,  in  a war  for  their 
impressed  brother  tars,  I have  no  doubt  would  dis- 
lijiguish  themselves  wlienever  an  occasion  present- 
ed itself. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
could  he  be  reconciled  to  a war  and  a regular  aniiy, 
would  have,  as  he  tells  us,  insuperable  difficulties  on 
account  of  a commander  in  chief;  lie  says  we  have 
no  WasLingtoriy  and  that  oui*  present  chieftian  is 
an  ‘^‘acquitted  felon.”  Sir,  our  Washington  was 
little  known  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion, nor  after  he  was  known  could  his  distinguish- 
ed character  secure  him  against  intrigues  to  remove 
liim  fj’om  the  command  of  tlie  army;  however,  they 
fortunately  failed.  I am  truly  sorr}%  sir,  that  the 
delicacy  of  the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, ;uid  the  more  eleiicate  situation  of  general 
Wilkinson,  now  under  trial  by  a court  martial,  had 
not  restrained  his  invectives.  In  such  a case  the 
press  is  muzzled,  nor  ought  such  freedom  of  speech 
to  be  indulged  in  this  house. 

X hope  I shall  be  excused  from  presenting  the  re- 
Srlutious  of  that  congi-ess  who  were  distinguished  in 
history  as  “a  constellation  of  worthies,”  testing  the 
early,  the  active  and  distinguished  services  of  gene- 
ral V.'ilkinson,  a native  of  Maryland,  wi  tii  whom  I 
iia-v'c  long  been  acquainted, 

Mov.  6,  1777',  in  Congres.s,  Resolved,  lliat  colonel 
.T.amcs  Wilkinson,  adjutant-general  of  the  nortliern 
aisr.r,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  that  de- 
]iartmcnt,  and  being  strongly  recomm. ended  by  gen. 
Gales,  as  a gallant  officer,  and  promising  militai’y 
genius,  and  ha^irlg  brought  the  despatches  to  con- 
gress., giving  an  account  of  the  surrender  of  licute- 
ntud  general  .Bimgoyne  and  bis  army,  on  the  17th  of 
October  last,  be  continued  in  liis  present  employ- 
ment, with  ; I fcvet  of  brigadier  general  of  the  army 
(if  tl;e  United  States. 

Xov.  6.  1777,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election 
oi  a s^ecietary  of  die  board  of  war  and  ordnancie, 
t.A*  uailots  being  taken,  Jame.s  Wilkinson,  esq.  was 
dated.  Agrun,  cn  the  Cth  of  March,  177^1,  wc  find 


this  record  of  his  patriotism  and  magiranimity,  ‘-a 
letter  of  the  3d,  from  James  Vvilkinson  was  read,  set- 
ting-forth  ‘that  he  i.s  informed ' i'e  marked  distinc- 
tion conferred  on  him  has  occasioned  a dissaisfac- 
tion  in  the  army,’  tliat  ‘to  obviate  £iny  embarrass- 
ment that  may  result  from  the  disposition  by  the 
consequent  resignation  of  officers  of  merit,  he  beg.s 
leave  to  relinquish  his  brevet  of  brigadier,  wishing 
to  hold  no  commis-sion,  unless  he  can  wear  it  to  the 
honor  and  advantage  of  his  country,  and  tliat  his 
conduct,  liovvever  repugnant  to  fashionable  ambition 
he  finds  consistent  witii  tliose  principles  for  which 
he  early  drew  his  sword  in  the  present  contest”  Re- 
solved, that  his  resignation- be  accepted. 

. Here  is  a record  of  his  having  distinguished  him- 
self in  his  early  youth,  in  tlie  opinion  of  congress, 
who  presented  him  with  a sword,  which  he  wore 
with  distinction  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

7dr.  Speaker,  we  find  him  afterwards  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  great  Washington,  when  president 
of  the  United  States,  whose  penetration  and  know- 
ledge of  him  taught  him  to  appreciate  his  worth, 
whose  confidence  he  retained  to  his  death.  We  find 
liim  in  the  confidence  of  every  administration,  the 
fiivorite  of  his  country,  until  he  nipped  Burr’s  trea- 
sons in  the  hud,  and  had  brought  the  traitor  nearly 
to  the  g’ibbet.  and  had  sent  on  a number  of  choice 
spirits,  connected  with  him  in  the  works  of  ti’easori, 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  their  crimes — an  of- 
fence of  too  deep  a dye  ever  to  be  forgiven  by  thefn 
and  their  powerful  friends.  Hence,  although  he  re- 
ceived the  approliation  of  his  government  and  the 
plaudits  of  a grateful  country,  he  di  ew  dotvn  upon 
himself  a train  of  persecutors  and  slanderers,  of 
whose  history  you  are  all  informed— of  whom,  1 
have.no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  they  were  pro- 
secuted for  their  forgeries  and  perjmues  with  half  the 
zeal  that  he  has  been  persecuted,  I really  believe 
would  not  be  called  acquitted  felons*^  Sir,  was 

the  gentleman  from  Virginia  correctly  informed  on 
the  subject,  such  are  my  impressions  of  his  magna- 
nimity and  justite,  that  he  would  be  enrolled  with 
the  friends  of  the  general,  and  that  he  would  consign 
his  prosecutors  aiui  accusers'  to  the  obloquy  they*  so 
justly  meriti  . , 

But,  sir,  from  a militia  of  nearly  eight  hundred 
thousand,  we  can  never  be  at  a loss  to  create  a re- 
gular army  of  tlfirty  or  forty  thousand — nor,  sir,  can 
our  liberties  ever  be  endangered  by  that  army, 
while  we  have  an  armed  militia  of  seven  hundred 
thousand,  composed  at  least  of  as  good  materials. — 
Nor,  sir,  can  we  be  at  a loss  fora  commander  of  that 
army,  even  sliould  general  Wilkihsoh  be  slandered 
outof  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  We  certainly 
have  patriots  and  soldiers  of  talents  and  enterprise, 
v.’ho  v.’ould  have  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and 
who  M ould  lead  her  army  to  honor  and  glory,  and 
crown  their  arms  with  success. 


French  Marine. 

IlA:,iBur.GH,  Sept.  27.— In  the  name  of  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French,  &c.  Sic.  Sic.  the  com- 
mission of  the  government  established  by  the  decree 
ofthe  18th  December,  1810,  considering  the  decree 
cf  his  majesty,  dated  26tli  December,  1810,  ordering 
that  a maritime  admin isti’ation  and  navigation  po- 
lice should  be  established  in  the  Hanseatic  depai’t- 
ments,  c.onfbrir.ably  to  thelaw  and  regulations  in  force 
in  France  upon  the  report  ofthe  counsellor  of  state, 
intendant  of  tlie  interior  and  finance,  decrees  as 
follows — 
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Art.  1.  There  shall  be  taken  throu.^hout  the  Han- 
seutic  department,  a particular  account  of  1-rench 
citizens  who  are  destined  to  navig’ation. 

2.  Tlic  offices  for  maritime  inscription  are  provi- 
sidtially  established  at  Hamburgh  auvl  Lunenburgh; 
at  Travemunde  for  the  arondissement  of  Lubeck; 
at  Stadte  for  the  arondissement  of  Stadt;  at  Bre- 
merich  for  the  departments  of  the  moutlvs  of  the 
■SVeser;  and  at  Varel  for  the  department  of  tlie  up- 
per Ems. 

3.  There  are  comprehended  in  the  mainlime  in- 
scription: 

1.  Sailors  of  every  description,  whether  navigat- 
ing armed  or  merchant  ships. 

2.  Those  who  navigate,  or  fishermen. 

3.  Those  who  sail  in  barges  or  boats  upon  the 
coasts  or  in  the  roads,  rivers,  or  canals,  comprehend- 
ed in  the  maritime  districts. 

4.  There  shall  be  included  in  the  maritime  con- 
scription, every  citizen  aged  18,  who  has  fulfilled 
one  of  the  following  conditions: 

1.  The  having  performed  two  long  voyages,  or  to 
the  grand  fishery. 

2.  Having  been  at  sea  18  months. 

3.  Having  been  employed  in  the  coasting  fisheiy 
two  } ears. 

4.  Having  served  two  years  apprenticeship  to  the 
sea. 

5.  All  foreign  sailors  residing  in  the  territory  of 
the  empire,  who  have  married  French  women  and 
sailed  in  French  merchant  ships,  ai-e  subject  to  the 
maritime  inscription. 

6.  Tiie  already  mentioned  sailors  are  bound  to 
present  themselves  at  the  office  of  maritime  inscrip- 
tion in  tiie  district  where  they  reside  and  have  their 
names  inscribed. 

7.  Cai’penters,  sailmakers,  &c.  8cc.  exercising 
their  professions  in  maritime  ports  and  places,  shall 
be  called  to  the  military  ports  in  the  event  of  war, 
preparations  for  war,  or  of  extraordinary  or  consi- 
derable works:  There  shall  be  kept  an  exact  regis- 
try in  the  offices  of  inscription,  and  they  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  other  requisitions  than  those  rela- 
tive to  the  maritime  service. 

8.  Every  French  citizen  comprehended  in  t)ie 
maritime  inscription,  ai'e  exempted  from  all  other 
services  than  those  of  the  navy,  marine  arsenals,  and 
the  national  guard,  in  the  arrondissemeut  of  thfeir 
districts. 

9.  Every  sailor  who  has  sustamc*:!  the  full  age  of 

fifty  years,  is,  by  right,  exempt  from  the  requisi- 
tions for  the  ships  or  arsenals  of  the  empire,  with- 
out however  losing  the  power  of  continuing  the  em- 
ployment offishing,  or  even  of  serving  in  the  ships 
of  the  state.  , 

10.  There  shall  be  gi*anted  to  enrolled  sailors, 
pensions  according  to  tiieir  rank,  age,  wounds,  or 
infirmities.  These  pensions  will  b e paid  according 
to  their  services  on  board  the  ships  and  arsenals  of 

‘ the  empire,  and  the  merchant’s  vessels. 

11.  The  length  of  service  of  the  • three  depart- 
ments, either  in  the  merchant’s  service  or  on  board 
of  sillies  of  war,  shall  be  computed  agi*eeable  to  the 
article  205  of  the  imperial  deci-ee  of  the  4th  of  July, 
1811,  as  if  it  had  taken  place  on  board  of  French 
ships,  and  give^  the  same  right  to  half  pay  and  pen- 
sions upon  the  invalid  marine  chest. 

12.  The  widows  and  children  of  sailors  shall  have 
tlie  same  claims  to  assistance  and  succours,  as  those 
of  military  men  who  died  in  the  service. 

13.  Tite  patents  delivered  to  captains.  See.  accord- 
ing to  articles  one  and  two  of  1h^  first  of  ?.f:nrh  are 
{Abolished. 


14.  All  captains,  &c.  navigating  the  nver,  or  on 
the  coasts  of  the  32d  military  division,  will  from 
hence  to  the  first  of  >7ov ember  next,  provide  themj 
selves  with  a role  d’equipage  a.t  tlie  maritime  oi- 
fice  of  inscription. 

15.  Every"  captain,  &c.  who  after  the  first  of  No- 
vember, sails  upon  th6  rivers,  coasts,  &c.  of  the 
32d  militarv  division,  and  has  not  conformed  to  the 
dispositions  of  the  present  decree,  shall  be  punish- 
ed with  eiglitdays  imprisonment,  without  prejudice 
to  still  greater  penalties,  should  there  be  occasion 
to  inflict  them. 

Given  at  the  palace  at  Hamburgh,  September  27 - 
(Signed) 

The  marshal  prince  of  Echmuhl. 


Miscellaneous. 

t)£XMAnK. — Much  has  been  done  in  Denmark  of 
late  years  for  the  education  of  the  poor.  Schools 
for  tlie  peasants  and  the  poor  have  long  been  esta- 
blished throughout  the  country — but  partly  tiiey 
were  too  few,  partly  tlie  masters  were  not  sufficiently 
paid  and  therefore  mostly  compelled  to  seek  a liveli- 
hood by  other  employments.  The  law  passed  in 
October,  1806,  directs  that  the  country  shall  be 
divided  into  school  districts,  in  each  of  which  tliere 
is  to  be  a school,  and  no- district  must  be  larger 
than  the  children  may,  as  to  the  distance,  attend 
witliout  inconvenience.  A decent  income,  with  a 
free  iiouse,  is  appointed  for  the  masters — and  a!’ 
parents  are  compelled  to  send  their  children  regu 
larly  to  school  after  the  age  of  seven  years.  Th* 
childi’cn  are  divided  according  to  their  age  and  pro 
ficiency  into  diflei’ent  classes,  which  ai-e  to  atten. 
the  school  at  different  times  of  the  day  and  week^ 
so  that  no  child  is  taken  away  fi*om  its  parents  mora 
than  a part  of  the  day.  Instruction  is  to  be  given  in 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  religion,  and  to 
those  who  have  capacity  and  inclination  for  it,  in 
the  history  and  geograpliy  of  their  country.  None 
are  to  be  dismissed  from  school  before  they  can  read 
both  print  and  plain  writing,  and  give  a rational  ac- 
count of  the  principles  of  Christianity.  Those  re- 
gulations are,  for  the  first,  limited  to  the  islands  of 
Zealand,  Fuiien,  Goland,  and  Galster;  but  after 
they  have  bee  i tried,  they  will,  no  doubt,  perhaps 
with  some  alterations  and  improvements,  be  extend- 
ed to  all  the  rest  of  Denmark. 

From  a statement  laid  before  the  king  by  tlie 
supreme  court  of  justice  at  Copenhagen,  of  all  cm- 
minah  in  the  Dani.sh  dominions — including  Iceland 
and  the  India  colonies— on  whom  sentence  was 
passed  in  the  year  1806,  it  appears  that  205  cri- 
minals, of  whom  18  were  executed,  were,  in  that 
year  sentenced  to  corporeal  punishment— 5 for  mur- 
der, 8 for  other  capital  crimes,  7 for  forgery — the 
rest  for  inferior  offences — and  that  the  number  of 
criminals  bears  a proportion  to  the  whole  population 
as  one  to  10,000. 

Andrew  Olsen  Dim,  an  inhabitant  of  Overhalden, 
has  attempted  to  make  cloth  with  the  hair  of  cattle. 
He  has  been  completely  successful,  by  mixing  the 
hair  with  wool  before  it  is  wrought. 

A Remark.— Watxe  is  remembered  by 
the  Indians  under  the  name  oiRig  Wi?id  or  Tornado. 
Was  ever  an  appellation  more  appropriate.’’ 

Birth.— The  princess  of  Bavaria  has  been  deli- 
vered of  a son,  which  Inis  been  babtized  Charles 
Antkovij  MaTrimilian . Joachim  Zephirir  Frederick 
AfainrrH. 
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Fatetxje,  - . - * 

NEJ,Spy,  - - - 

WpQDFOJlI),  - - 

;l30UIlB0Jf,  . - - - 

Mekcek,  - . - 

Lincoibt,  - ... 

Jeitehson-,  - - 

Mabisok,  - * _ 

Masok,  - 

Jessamine,  - . . 

Scott,  . - . ■ 

Bracken, 

Harrison,  - - - 

Pendleton,  - - - 

Clarke, 

Montgjomern,  - . , 

Pleifiing,  .... 

Flof^d,  - ... 

Frajiklin,  - - - 

Gallatm,  .... 

Booiie,  ... 

Campbell,  - - 

Henry,  - - - . . 

JSTicholas,  - 

Garrard,  * 

BuU£),  ■ - - - - - 

Greek, 

CumlfeHand,  - - - . 

Shelby,  ■ - 

Hqrdm, 

ptteckenndge,  - 

Ohio,  - - . . 

t*vi(Jski,  - - 

Jtnpx.  i . 

Btendersop^  .... 

Livingston,  - 

Christian,  . - . , 

Logdny  ... 

Warren,  - 

LtluKf^ixburg,  - 

Barren,  - - - 

Wasih^tqn,  > - 

Ada^4  - . 

6uxj,eb,  ...  ^ 

^ASEri'  . 

ClA.T,  - - . - 

CALDIPFEI,!,,  . # 

pSTLE, 

OUEEJ^J,  ... 

iillAISQK,  - 

jSoBKISS,  ► 

ILewis,  - ... 

tSoCKCASTtE,  - w . . 

1 Wayne, 

14,626 

10,032 

6i963 

6,929 

5,745 

5,446 

3,863 

5,035 

2/500 

V 

3,752 

1,248 

2,220 

908 

1,339 

1,094 

897 

737 

229 

18,410 

11,315 

.9,210 

7,837 

7,091 

6,548 

4,765 

5,772 

2,729 

9,715 

7,948 

4,502 

10,627 

7,297 

6,821 

6,325 

8,761 

10,347 

3,879 

6,086 

2,219 

3,925 

1,362 

6,085 

6,304 

4,752 

447 

3,687 

■960 

1,194 

1,622 

2,848 

2,597 

5.021 
2,564 
5,257 
3,012 
6,681 
3,317 

765 

1^069 

2,928 

1,044 

1,076 

2,396 

2.021 
4,939 
4,251 
1,313 
4,279 
7,611 

s 

! 

1 

4.225 
1,902 
2,107 
2,13C 
2,317 
i,77e 
2,40( 
1,72(: 
1,74; 
1,561 
l,91v 
24: 
40(; 
24i 
1,561 
767 
254 
31 
1,369 
329 
326 
279 
406 
.322 
1,259 
969 
. 836 

' 236 

1,48 
325 
41 
151 
232 
02 
390 
456 
297 
775 
431 
, 125 

, 505 

1,422 

14,028 
9,866 
6,624 
12,825 
9,646 
8,620 
8,754 
10,490 
12,182 
5,461 
8,007 
2,476 
4,350 
1,604 
7,663 
• 7,082 
5,0-16 
478 
5,078 
: 1»291 
J 1,534 
1,913 
'3i258 
2,925 
6,286 
3/542 
6,096 
3,284 
8,191 
3,653 
■8Q9 
1,223 
3,161 
. 1,119 
1,468 
2,856 
2,318 
5,807 
4,686 
1,^3 
.4,784 
9,050 

13,498 
.10,940 
6,153 
13,650 
9,290 
6,307 
8,938 
12,481 
10,092 
5,858 
8,599 
3,317 
6,638 
2*674 
8*562 
11,171 
8*381 
3,370 
5,756 
2,607 
2,914 
2,991 
5,629 
4,368 
7,088 
3y321 
5,265 
^ 5,266 
11,721 
6,563 
2,910 
3,245 
6,^9 
5,528 
4169 
- 2,932 
9,235 
9,468 
■ 10,422 
3,698 
9,552 
1,0581 
5,050 
1,899 
3,039 
2,257 
3,685 
1,948 
1,874 
2,198 
2,551 

2,072 

1,568 

5,200 

7,664 
3,110 
3,414 
4,169 
3,284 
. 2^341 
4,347 
3,037 
2,422 
2,483 
. 3,732 
358 
’ 1,105 
386 
2,934 
1,767 
549 
115 
2,201 
688 
■ 656 

472 
1,137 
509 
2,083 
976 
1,401 
, 922 
3,114 
940 
505 

533 

468 
307 
1,514 
718 
^ 1,766 
2,486 
1,498 
. 480 

1,724 
2,245 
956 
274 

242 

141 

579 

133 

484 

103 

412 

284 

163 

230 

: 21,370 
14,07^ 
9,659 
-18,009 
12,630 
8,676 
13,399 
15,540 
12,459 
8,377 
12,419 
3,706 
7,752 
3/061 
11*519 
12,975 
8,947 
3,485 
8,013 
3*307 
3,608 
3,473 
6,777 
4*898; 
9,186 
4,311 
6,735 
6,191 

14377.^ 

7,531 
. 3j430 
3,792 
6,897 
5,875 
4,703 
3,674 
11,090 
12,123 
11,937 

4.181 
11,286 
13,248 
4611 

2.181 
3,285 
2,398 
4,268 
46?2 
2,369 
2,301 
2,964 
2,357 

1731 

5,430 

TPTALS,  - ,.  . 

61,133 

12,430 

73,677 

!i79,871 

40,340 

220,959 

324,237 

80,561 

106^511 
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Wavidsdit,  - - , . . - ' . 

\Smnner,  - . . . 

[Smith,  - - 

[Wilson,  - - 

6,861 

3.087 

9,965 

9,173 

6*3051 

.15,608 

3,332 

1,284 

4,616 

9,961 

3,734 

..13,792 

3,693 

597 

4,294 

9,424 

2,201 

11,649 

ITVilUamscn,  - - . 

[Hobertson, 

2,523 

729 

3,261 

9,271 

■ 2,297 

11,952 

,2,174 

-693 

2,868 

2,156 

3,985 

13,i:^3 

l^foTUgonier^',  - , ■ t . . 

iJino'r.  1 . * ■ 

3,414 

1,998 

863 

821 

4,280 

4,819 

5,623 

5,386 

1,608 

2*629 

7,270 
' 8,021 

^ i m ^ ^ 

'^Blount,  - . i 

1M28 

1,298 

12,445 

8,876 

1,271 

1D,171 

5,240 

345 

5,587 

11,058 

1,011 

12*098 
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Cennessef'^-coutmueO^ 

I In  1800.  \\  In  1310. 


COUNTIES. 

Free 

white. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Sevier^ 

3,255 

162 

3,419 

4,296 

294 

4,595: 

Granger,  ...  - - - - 

6,871 

496 

7,367 

5,678 

537 

6,397] 

JeffersonviXifi  Cooke,  (for  1800 — ^Jefferson  alone  for  1810) 

8,295 

695 

9,017 

6,442 

783 

7,309 

Uatvkins, 

5,667 

811 

6,563 

6,697 

930 

7,643! 

garter,  - - - - 

4,509 

208 

4,813 

3,828 

262 

4,190! 

SuUivan, 

9,710 

491 

10,218 

6,071 

773 

6,84’f| 

IT ashingiofi,  - 

5,821 

533 

6,379 

6,854 

850 

7,740 

Green, 

7,137 

471 

7,610 

9,046 

655 

9,713 

Cooks,  - , . - - , - 

4,702 

436 

5,154 

CiAiBonss,  - 

4,436 

327 

4,798 

Campbesi,  - - - t>  > ' 

2,507 

103 

2,6681 

AXDERSOiri  . - - . 

2,694 

260 

3i959i 

Roajte,  - . - ^ . 

4,896 

670 

5,5811 

RfHEA,  ? - . - . - 

2,^90 

214 

2,50r 

EfiOTOTU),  - V . 

7,057 

1,180 

8,243! 

PlCKSOK,  .......  . i 

3,536 

980 

4,516, 

FAAJfKXJlT,  - - - - - - 

5,020 

709 

5,730: 

Giles, 

3,813 

733 

4,540 

Hickmaw, 

2,332 

245 

2,583^ 

Hukprriss,  - ------ 

1,366 

132 

1,5U‘ 

Jacksox, 

4,912 

481 

5,4(tt 

Lixcolx,  - 

5,382 

720 

6,104 

Ov^TOX,  - - - - “ - 

5,282 

365 

5,643 

EfFTHEKFOBD, 

7,527 

2,701 

10,265 

Stewart,  - 

3,465 

779 

4,26J^ 

White,  . - 

3,745 

283 

4,028 

Wakkeit,  - - - - - ' 

5,241 

476 

5,725 

Maurt, 

9,722 

2,626 

10,359 

Totals,  - - - - 

91,709 

13,584 

105,602 

215,875 

44,535 

261,72;^ 

[0;;^Fornote  see  next  page. 


Jefferson,  ^ 

8,731 

8,765 

17,136| 

17,26Q1 

Washington,  - * • - • 

5,469 

5,427 

5,943 

5,991 

3,417 

3,432 

9,413 

9,434 

Oamilton,  - 

14,692 

14,692 

15,100 

15,258 

W ayne,  - - - 

3,067 

3,206 

Ro'ss,  - - - - . - . - 

8,415 

8,540 

15,144 

15,514 

Trumbull,  - - - - - . 

1,298 

1,303 

8,616 

8,671 

Athens,  - - . . - 

2,787 

2791 

Belmont,  - - . 

11,009 

11,097 

Bcteer,  - - - - . » . 

11,071 

11,150 

CataRooa, 

1,445 

1,459 

CfiAMPAlON,  - - . . - ^ - 

6,238 

6,303. 

Clermont,  ------- 

9,928 

9,965 

Clinton,  - - - - - . . 

2,665 

2,674 

Golfmbiana,  - 

10,779 

10,878 

Deeiware, 

1,956 

2,000 

PAniEifiLi),  ' - / - - - . - 

11,326 

11,361 

Fatette,  - - - - 

1,850 

1,854 

3,443 

3,486 

GxELtA,  - - - - ' . 

4,166 

4,181 

Geafoa>  . - ' - 

2,914 

2,917 

Ci;sftNatt, - . 

3i044 

3,051 

GftefiN,  - - 

5,834 

5,870 

-------- 

5,640 

5,76$ 

Snoxv  - * - - 

2,137 

2,149 

Licking#  - - - - - 

3,844 

3,852 

^NCadIson,  ----- 

1,590 

1,603 

3,920 

3,491 

Mt^N^oousiur,  - . . . - . 

7,668 

7,722 

Mvskinofu,  ------- 

9,961 

10,036 

PkciniwAT;  ------- 

7,055 

7,124 

Px>rtaGa,  - - - - - - - 

2,988 

2,995 

PntiiiLx,  - - - . - - - , 

3,279 

3,304; 

SicfO^O,  - - - - , 

3,370 

3,399 

STARit,  - - - - - - - * 

2,727 

2,734' 

TuSCAilAWA, 

3,039 

3,045 

Warren,  - 

9,836 

9,923] 

..  Total,  ----- 

1 ''  '''  '■  . 

45,028 

45,365 

229,861 

230, 76C^ 
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y NOTE  FOR  THE  PHECEDING  PAGE. 

(Tj’Ohio  became  a sta-e  in  1802 — the  census  of 
Vvliick  follows  (for  1800,)  contains  the  then  popula- 
tion of  the  counties  named,  forming-  a district  of 
country  at  that  time  called  the  “Territory  of  the 
IJhited  States-N.  W.  of  the  Ohio.” 


American  Antiquities. 

FROHit  THE  MEIlCURr. 

ChSlicothe,  J\^ov.  6, 1811. 

Mr.  GiLLEL^ND,-T-In  a former  letter  I promisal  to 
send  you  a description  of  the  ruins  of  an  Indian  city 
which  has  been  discovered  in  this  state. 

I was  upon  aij*  electioneering  excursion  some 
weeks  ago,  when  I came  in  company  with  Mr.  De 
Voss,  a gentlemah  who  lives  about  eleven  miles 
from  this  place  (Chilicothe)  and  he  politely  invited 
me  to  his  house.  On  our  \yay  thither  we  passed  an 
Indian  fnound,  which  I made  some  remarks  upon, 
and  then  enquired  of  him  whether  there  vmre  not 
in  his  part  of  the  country,  some  antiquities  that  one 
might  conveniently  visit.  Ke  replied  that  tliere  was 
some  on  his  farm  (for  they  are  all  farmers  there) 
wliich  VYculd  highly  gratify  the  cur-josity  of  any  one, 
and  that  if  I had  any  curiosity,  he  would  go  u ith  me 
to  examine  them. 

On  the  next  morning  we  rose  eaiiy  and  proceed- 
ed to  examine  a fortification  which  is  on  the  Uvel 
(jirmmit  of  a high  hill.  It  contains  about  one  hundred 
acres,  aii,d  is  enclosed  by  a stG7ie  wall,  which  (if  we 
may  judge  from  the  quantity  of  stones,  for  it  is  in 
. ruins)  must  have  been  twelve  or  fifeeen  feet  liigh 
and  four  or  five  thick.  Within  the  erca  there  are 
about  thirty  furnaces,  from  some  of  wliich  I took 
cinders  tliat  resemble  in  every  v/ay  those  formed  in 
blacksmitli’s  forges.  From  some  of  them  I got  pie- 
ces of  burnt  un wrought  clay  that  looks  somewhat 
like  pumice  stone,  but  are  of  a pale  blue  color. 
Those  lying  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  are  covered 
with  coks  of  imsty  mail,  which  probably  had  hin 
there  since  the  days  of  Lycurgus. 

The  fort  is  neaidy  circular,  and  has,  if  I recollect 
! ightly,  ten  passes  or  gates,  which  are  placed  at  re- 
gular distances  from  each  other. 

‘ Atone  of  these  passes,  and  on  the  outside,  there 
is  the  appearance  of  a well  or  spring  enclosed,  with 
a clone  wail.  This  we  1 was  intended,  I suppose,  to 
supply  water  to  those  who  might  have  occupied  the 
fort,  as  there  is  nothing  like  a spring  or  watering 
place  within  the  limits  of  it. 

d'here  are  trees  now  growing  in  this  fortification 
which  are  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  and  they  ap- 
pear to  have  been  preceded  by  a race  still  more  gi- 
gantic, if  we  may  judge  from  the  long  traces  left  by 
ihose  that  have  rotted  into  their  native  dust.  Some 
o'i  the  largest  grew  out  of  tlie  foundation  af  the  wall 
in  places  where  the  stone  had  tumbled  down  on  the 
side  of  the  hill. 

These  things  shew  the  antiquity  of  the  work,  but 
there  are  things  tha,t  shew  it  to  have  been  also  a 
^vork  of  great  labor;  for  there  are  no  stones  that  could 
be  used  for  building,  v/ithin  a mile  of  tlie  ruins,  ex- 
cept in  Paint  Creek,  which  runs  by  the  edge  of  a 
I'.iH;  but  the  creek  stones  are  of  a very  different  kind 
from  those  used  in  the  wall. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  hill  on  the  south  w*est  side 
arc  the  mins  of  the  town,  or  rather  city.  The  cel- 
lars and  the  stone  foandations  of  the  houses  still  re- 
main. Tke  streets  are  in  regular  squares.  Near  it 
there  is  a large  mound  perfectly  level  to  the  top. — ^It 
was  from  all  appearance  the  residence  of  a waudike 
race;  but  a doscription  of  it  will  form  the  subject  of 
a future  communication. 


The  wdldest  speculations  have  often  pro%  cd  lo  h.e 
the  most  correct,  and  conjecture  or  accident  are  the 
leaders  to  the  discoveries  of  experience. 

But  on  this  subject  the  first  impressions  will  pro- 
bably with  most  people  be  the  last;  and  the  general 
opinion  will  be  still  generally  admitted  as  tlic  true. 

The  notion  of  bishop  Madison  of  Virginia  that 
those  ancient  works,  whose  remains  appear  in  our 
country,  were  never  intended  as  fortresses,  is  the 
most  oxitre  that  I have  knowm  to  be  advanced.  I 
think  he  has  not  had  the  opportunitv  of  viewing  any 
one  built  of  sioiie.  Yei'y  i'ew,  I presume,  tvbohav'e 
examined  for  themselves,  will  believe  that  these 
works  contain  the  fixed  habitations  of  the  people 
Nvho  erected  them.  Tiie  situation  of  these  fortifica- 
tions (for  I will  venture  to  call  them  so)  must  have 
rendered  them  eveiy  way  inconvenient  for  the  set- 
tled residence  even,of  a warlike  people,  and  present 
only  the  advantagefof  security. 

Placed  on  the  summits  of  hills  they  screened 
those  within  them  from  all  missille  weapons,  anc^ 
foom  all  weapons  I suppose,  their  antedeluvian  in- 
habitants were  acquainted  with.  Tiie  face  of  the 
hill  formed  the  and  superceded  the  necessity 
of  a fosse. 

Of  that  long  destroyed  race  of  people  we  kivow 
nothing  except  what  we  learn  from  their  works — 
even  their  traditions  have  sunk  with  them  into  a 
common  grave.  But  we  nave  enough  left  in  these 
vestige»  of  their  iabor.s  and  their  wars  to  convince  us 
that  they  'wereiiruch  more  civilized  than  the  present 
Indian  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  oiw  con  cinent. 

Concerning  the  origin  of  the  Indians  tiiere  have 
been  numerous,  learned,  profound  and  original  con- 
jectmes.  To  me  the  one  that  seems  most  reasona- 
ble, is,  that  they  are  degenerated  branches  of  the  " 
nations  which  erected  these  wqrks;  and  tho.se  na-, 
lions  were  originally  fromTAsia,  and  if  so,  probably 
they  are  Scythyans.  Among  the  little  of  the  na- 
tional traits  of  character,  that  these' branches  hex- 
to  the  other  representatives  of  their  original  stock. 

I am,  my  dear  sir,  with  the  sentiments  of  friend-, 
ship  and  esteem,  yours,  &c. 

JAMES  FOSTER, 


Militia  of  Alarjland. 

OFI?ICT.AE  BETUllN 1811. 

Major  generals  3.  Brigadier  generals  12.  Adju- 
tant general  1.  Aids  de  camp  6.  Brigade  majors 
and  inspectors  12.  Quarter  master  generals,  &c. — 
Lieutenant  colonels  40.  Majors  82.  Adjutants  42. 
Quarter  masters  33.  Surgeons  aiid  surgeons  mates 
?'3.  Captains  447.  Lieutenants  and  ensigns  871.^ — 
Sergeants  1633.  Musicians  443.  Rank  and  fils 
28,193. 

Jirms  belonging  to  the  state. — Rifles  530.  Muskets 
3839,  chiefly  with  bayonets  and  cartridge  boxes, 
complete,  and  some  small  stores,  or  appendages. 

There  are  40  regiments  or  battalions  of  intantpy; 
12  brigades,  and,  including  the  officers,  39,539  men. 

Cavalry.  Major  1.  Captains  32.  Lieutenants 
and  cornets  94.  Sergeants  106.  Rank  and  file 
1135 — in  all  including  the  officers  1385  men. 

rCaptairi  12.  Lieutenants  29  Men 
423-  Field  pieces  22. 

Of  the  Bflemen  no  particular  return  is  . given. — 
Tohal  militia  41,410. 

The  return  contains  a minute  detail  of  all  the: 
arms  and  ammunition  belonging  to  the  stnte  lying 
in  deposit.  Among  them  we  notice  2400  new  mus- 
kets, a quantity  of  old  ditto  lit  for  service;  580(1 
new- cartridge  boxes,  and  250  pair  (new)  horseman’s 
pistoLs. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald, 

•♦No  other  speaker  ol'  mij  living  actionSf 
“ To  keep  mine  honor  ti  oin  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Skakipeare — henry  viii. 


Pr  iiteo  ami  published  by  ii.Nn.cs,  Water -street,  nearttie  Metchancs’  Coxlee- House,  at  pf,  u.,„nm. 


Postage  of  the  Register. 

Having  understood  that  t.ome  doubts  existed  as  to 
the  “legal  character”  oi  tire  ••  Weekly  Re 
GlSTER,”  and  that  pump/net  pi  ice  had  been  exact 
cd,  in  certain  cases,  as  the  postage  oi  it,  i te!t  it  a 
duty  to  mysell’  and  subsci  ibers  to  appeal  at  once, 
to  the  highest  aulhoiiiy,  and  have  the  point 
settled.  I’he  following  letterfrom  the  gentleman 
who  presides  over- toe  post-office  department  w ith 
fco  much  honor  to  himself  and  usetulness  to  his 
counti  V,  will  silence  all  doubts  ou  the  subject — 
> il  i^  copied  ivord  and  letter  ft  cm  the  original. 

Tlie  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  which  may 
he  legulhj  ueniamied  for  the  Register — for  each 
paper,  if  carried  not  over  100  miles,  o/i6  cent — il 
over  100  miles,  one  cent  and  a huff— but  to  any 
pait  of  the  stale  [MarylandJ  in  which  it  is  print 
ed,  be  the  distance  what  it  may,  the  postage  is 
only  one  cent. 

General  Post  Office, 

January  I'M/i,  1812. 

Sir — Yours  of  the  6th  is  before  me,  as  well  as 
vour  former  letter  on  the  same  subject.  'Fhe  delay 
of  this  answer  ha-  arisen  partly  from  a mulliplicity 
of  business,  and  partly  from  a serious  doubt  of  the 
legal  character  of  your  publication.  But  1 am  now 
satisfied  and  admit  your  publication  to  be  a news 
paper  and  to  be  rated  at  News-paper  Postage. 

WiLU  esteem, 

G.  GRANGEPv. 

II.  NILES,  Baltimore,  Ed. 


The  Legislature  of  Maryland 

Adjourned  on  'ruseday  evening,  the  7th  instant, 
after  a long  and  busv  session,  in  which  upwards  of 
220  acts  of  which  were  publie)  were  passed, 

and  many  other  important  matters  done. 

Tiie  resolutions  introduced  into  the  senate  bv 
Mr.  Lloyd,  (see  Weekly  Register,  page  2t2)  wer  e 
approved  in  the  house  of  dclegate.s — ayes  34,  nays 
23.  Pj  evious  to  the  hn  il  vote  on  these  resolutions, 
Mr.  C.  Doi  .sey  oiler eo  the  following  in  their  stead  : 

“ Wheieas  the  President  q/  the  United  States,  in 
his  message  to  congress  at  the  opening  of  the  pie 
sent  ses.sioa  ol  tliat  honorable  body,  has  signified, 
that^nlcss  an  ace.ummodation  of  our  diiTerenccs 
with  Tjt!  eat  Bi  itain  should  speedily  take  place,  a 
resort  Xu  lorce  will  be  requisite  for  the  vindication 
of  our  neutral  rights  and  recommended  “a  sys- 
tem of  more  ample  ‘provision  for  maintaining 
the.Ti.” — Tiii.s  general  assembly,  feeling  at  all  times 
disposed  to  co-operate  with  the  government  in  giv 
ing  efdect  to  measures  calculated  to  maintain  the 
dignity  and  support  the  independence  of  the  union, 
and  hcliev-lng  that  “taking  care  always  to  keep 
ourselves  in  a respectable  defensive  posture,”  is  the 
best  Security  for  the  permanent  enjoyment  of  the 
blessings  of  peace — therefore. 


Resolved,  that  national  honour  and  sound  policy 
call  imperiously  on  congress  “to  pul  tiie  countiy 
into  an  armour  and  attitude  demanded  by  the  ci  i.-is 
and  corresponding  with  the  national  spiiit  and  ex- 
pectation.” 

Resolved,  that  in  the  event  of  the  United  States 
being  compelled  to  lesoit  to  the  exercise  of  the 
“ terrible  right  of  waiy”  (so  scveiely  to  be  depre- 
cated) the  freemen  of  Maryland  will  demonstrate  to 
the  world,  that  they  aie  prepared  to  renew  the 
pledge  given  by  their  fathers  for  the  defence  ot  Ame- 
rican liberty— “ their  lives,  their  fortunes  and  their 
sacred  honor.” 

A bill  for  taxing  bank  stock  which  passed  the 
houoe  Oi  delegates  by  a considerable  majority,  was, 
after  much  debate.,  rejected  m the  senate  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  pre.sident. 

The  legislature  has  made  liberal  provision 
for  the  Peuitentiary — also  appropriated  1000  per 
annum  to  S:.  Joiiu’s  College,  and  ^ 25,0u0  per 
annum  for  the  .suiiport  of  couniy  scliools.  They 
have  also  passed  a new  assessment  biil  chiefly-  con- 
formable to  the  old  law. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  bv  both 
branches  of  the  legislature. — We  are  inloi  mLl  that 
the  ^ SO, COO  thereby  invested  in  the  banks  was  of- 
fered to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  ami 
declined, 

“Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Western 
Shore  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powered to  subscribe,  on  the  paiL  of  t’ue  state,  on 
account  of  the  stock  reserved  in  the  Commercial 
and  Farmer’s  Bank  of  Baltimore,  2.3,000  uoliars  ; in 
the  Hagers’  town  Bank,  5ul0  dollars;  in  the  Fdk- 
ton  Bank  of  Maryl.iiul  10,000  dniinrs  ; in  the  Mer- 
chant’s and  Fanner’s  Bank  of  Baicimore,  15,000 
dollars;  in  the  Fianklin  o.auk  of  B..kimore,  15,000 
dollars,  and  in  the  Marine  Bank  of  Balumore  1-0,000 
dollars  ; and  that  tiie  amount  thereof  be  paid  out  of 
any  unappi opriated  money  in  the  treasury. 

The  per  diem  of  the  members  has  been  raised  to 
/oj/rdollars — a very  proper  and  prudent  provision. 

As  opportunity  oflers,  we  may  further  notice  the 
proceedings  of  the  session.  It  is  however  pleasing 
to  remark  that  the  legislature  with  wise  Uberality 
has  dipped  its  hand  more  deeply  into  tiie  public 

treasury  than,  perhaps,  ou  any  fonner  occasion 

and  that  an  uncommon  hai  moiiy  existed  amun"  the 
members. 


A voice  in  the  Jf  ilderness.’* 

Legislature  of  Ohio. 

Resolution  of  the  general  u'isemhty  oj  the  state  of 
Ohio,  relating  to  the  Jore.gu  aJJ'airs  if  the.  Untied 
Slates. 

The  occa.sion,  which  induces  this  mea.sme,  i.m- 
presses  thegenetal  abscmhly  ol  Ohio  with  s full  sense 
of  the  responsibility  consequent  on  its  adoption. 

I I'he  elloits  of  the  two  piincipul  belligerents  of 

G « 


362 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER LOUISIANA 


Europe  to  wealcen  and  humiliate  each  olliei,  have 
fallen  upon  this  strictl}'  neutral  laud,  like  a scourgt 
iVom  heaven-  The  pi  opei  Lj , the  persons  and  the 
lives  of  an  honest  people  have  been  assailed  by,  tlje 
i iii.hl(.,s  hand  of  anpMncipied  power,  'i  n is  assem- 
bly have  watched  the  afflicting  progress  of  f-e!ligerent 
outrage  and  aggies;  ion  with  painful  concern.  A 
retrospecdve  view  of  the  sufferings,  injuries  and 
iiLSults  which  have  flowed  to  this  country,  from  a 
peculi-irly  characterisLic  system  of  inaiiiiinc  dcpre 
dation,  mast  elevate  the  mind  of  every  American 
to  the  po.sture  of  unyielding  resistance. 

The  conduct  of  the  government  of  France  in  re- 
scinding the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  has,  as  it 
respects  the  fJnited  States,  manifested  a di.spcsition 
to  return  to  the  path.s  of  justice  ; and  is  in  its  nature 
a tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  vioh  nee  and  wrong 
committed  against  the  eternal  principles  of  equity 
and  the  law's  of  nations;  and  carrier  wlili  it  an 
implied  engagement  to  make  fair  and  amide  restitu 
tion  for  their  depredations  of  our  neutral  com 
riievce.  And  we  have  the  n'most  confidence  in  the 
vigilance  and  firmness  of  congi  ess  ; and  that  they 
rvili  Insist  on  a full  and  prompt  indemnity  for  tne 
afoiesaid  spoliations  ; and  that  i hey  will  aieet  the  late 
restrictions  on  our  commerce,  in  the  municipal  re 
gulations  of  that  nation,  by  c;uresponding  restric 
tions,  so  as  to  ensure  an  equality  of  l ights  so  far  as 
may  be  to  our  citizens. 

■ The  conduct  of  Great  Biitain  towards  this  coun- 
try, is  a gross  defntrture  from  the  known  and  es- 
tablished law  ofiiations.  Our  rights,  as  well  those 
derived  through  the  immemorial  usages  ofnalior>s 
as  those  secured  bv  compact,  have  been  outraged 
without  acknowledgment — even  without  remorse. 
Solemn  stipulations  by  treaty,  and  impfed  engage 
ments  have  given  place  to  views  of  an  over-reaching, 
selfish,  and  depraved  policy.  Life,  liberty  and  pro 
perty,  have  been  the  sport  of  measures,  unjust, 
cruel,  and  without  a parallel.  'Fhe  flag  of  freed.,mi 
and  impartial  neutrality  has  been  wantonly  insulted. 
Tears  of  the  widows,  and  orphans  of  murdered 
Americans  have  flowed  in  vain.  Our  countrymen 
have  been  torn  fromthe  embrace  of  liberty  and  plen 
ty.  The  cords  of  conjugal,  filial,  fiaterriii,  am 
paternal  affection  have  been  broken.  Almost  everv 
sea  and  ocean  buoys  upon  its  impartial  surface,  the 
victims  of  capture  and  impressment.  Vain  is  every 
effort  and  sacrifice  for  an  honorable  state  of  safet) 
and  tranquility.  Mission  has  followed  mission- 
remonstrance  has  follow’ed  remonstrance — forbear- 
ance has  stepped  on  the  heels  of  forbearance,  till 
the  mind  i evolts  at  the  thought  of  a prolongeil  en- 
durance. Will  the  freemen  of  a still  favored  soil 
unresistingly  groan  under  the  pressure  of  such  io- 
nomlny  and  insult? 

This  assembly  looks  back  on  the  conduct  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  relating 
to'  foreign  affairs  with  a consolation  unembittered 
with  tlie  recoUection  of  a single  act  of  injustice, 
or  pavtiali'y,  towards  either  of  the  European 
belligerents.  In  a retrospective  view  of  the  Preri 
darn’s  depoitmenl  towards  them,  we  feel  a sadsfac 
tion,  which  alone  can  flow,  from  an  entire  and 
unshaken  approbation  of  his  cor.dn.ct.  The  senti- 
ments expressed  in  his  communication  to  congress, 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  have  giver! 
new  and  additional  evidence  of  his  fitness  for  the 
high  station  he  oeenpies.  'Fhe  measures  he  recorn 
mends  are  not  only  justified,  but  ai  e rendered  in 
dispensably  necessary,  from  the  critical  posture 
of  our  national  affairs.  The  attitude  he  advises 
congress  to  assume,  at  this  momentous  period~(a 
period  in  the  destinies  of  the  American  republic 


piegtiaiiL  with  events  of  .serious  import] — the  gene- 
lai  as.sembly  of  the  siale  of  Ot'iio,  tru.st,  will  be 
promplly  taken  and  vigorously  pursued.  'Fhe  re- 
pori  ol  the  select  committee,  in  the  house  of  repre- 
seoialive.s  in  cungrc->s,  to  whom  Wai>  i efer  red  that 
part  of  the  pi  eaidem’s  mes.‘'age  which  relates  to  our 
ibreign  affairs,  bieathes  a &piilt  in  unison  with  our 
own  ; the  energy  it  proposes  is  demanded  by  the 
crisis. 

When  we  reflect  on  recent  occurrences  on  the 
Wabash,  new'  sources  of  grief  and  sympathy  are 
opened.  'Ftiis  assembly  cannot  pass  over  this  op- 
pO' tunity  w'ilb-nit  assu!  Ing  all  fiitnds  to  freidom, 
and  the  rights  ot  humanity,  especially  the  Fiends 
and  relations  of  those  w iio  liavo  fal;..n  in  the  late 
struggle  With  savage  perfidy  and  ferocity,  that  we 
commiserate,  tfieir  loss,  and  oiler  oui  condolence  at 
the  shrine  of  their  sorrows. 

T/icrejore  resofved,  by  the  general  assembly  of 
:he  state  of  Ohio,  that  we  will  at  the  call  of  our 
country  tally  round  the  standard  of  freedom  ; AVe 
will  suffer  every  hardship — submit  to  every  priva- 
lion  in  support  of  our  coutUry’s  rights  and  honor, 
'rbouyli  we  love  peace  and  invoke  its  blessings  ; yet 
we  will  not  shrink  fi  oin  the  danger  of  war.  In  be- 
half of  our  constituents  we  pledge  ourselves  that 
our  government  will  receive  fr  om  them  a prompt 
and  efficient  support.  Relying  constantly,  on  the 
Intel  posing  proiecLion  of  heaven,  we  will  meet  with 
firinuess  every  crisis. 

And  he  itf/irlher  revived.  That  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  this  state,  be  requested  tofoiwatd 
to  the  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives 
in  congress,  and  to  our  representatives  therein,  one 
certified  copy  each,  of  the  foregoing  preamble,  and 
resolution.  MATHIAS  , Speaker  of 

the  house  cf  Representatives. 
Attest,  THOMAS  KIRKER,  IS  peak  er  of 

the  Senate. 

R.  ORSBORN,  c1k.  H.  R. 

CARLOS  A.  NORTON,  cik.  of  the  senate. 

December,  2.^,  ibli. 

I ceilifv  the  foregoing  to  be  a correct  copy;  the 
original  is  ou  file  in  this  office. 

JER.  M LENE,  Sec'ry.  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 


Louisiana. 

From  the  Louisiana  Gazette. 

The  following  are  the  principal  features  of  fhe 
constitution,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Magruder  some 
days  ago. 

The  State  to  be  called  LOUISIANA. 

The  general  assembly  to  consist  of  two  branches. 

The  lower  hou^e  to  contain  not  less  than  25,  nor 
more  than  50  members  ; to  be  elected  by  persons 
owning  50  aerrs  of  land  (or  paying  tax  on  piopei  ty 
of  the  value  therof)  for  two  years,  '1  heir  qnahfi- 
cations  arc.  twenty  four  ye;  r.s  ol  age,  property  to  the 
amount  of  500  dollars,  citizenship  oi  the  United 
States,  and  two  vears  residence  in  the  state. 

Senate  elected  for  four  ye'isrs,  by  the  electors  of 
repre.scmative.s.  Qualification  — thuti  years  of  age, 
citizenship  of  the  United  Stal  es,  and  four  years  re- 
sidence in  this  state,  and  property  to  the  vaiue  of 
one  tbourai  d dollars.  One  half  of  them  to  go  out 
everv  two  wars.  'Fhe  state  is  divided  into  twe!\  e 
senatorial  dl-lricis,  ol  which  each  county  foims 
one  ; and  thev  are  to  remain  indivi-ible. 

The.  governor  elected  by  the  people  for  four  years. 
Q,ualificaiions — 3,5  years  of  age,  ci  izvi»shi;  of  the 
jUnited  States,  ;'nr!  six  years  reidence  ii.  the  State 
inciigible  for  the  four  succeeding  years. 
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cording  to  the  ro.nk  which  they  held)  the  non- 
— to  be  pie  jjeommissioaed  othcers  and  piivatcs  ol  the  volnnteei s 
U III  com  and  iniUlia,  who  were  killed  in  the  battle  of  7th 
November,  1311,  or  who  have  bince  died  of  ihtir 
won  (ids. 

3d.  Rc.-iolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  mads;  by 
law  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  the  cthccrs,  ;ac- 
eoiding  to  the  rank  which  they  held)  the  nen- 
/;oinmi.-r.loned  pllicers  and  soldiers  of  the  volunteers 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,  and  to  such  other  inie  land  lulhlia,  who  served  in  the  late  canipaign  on  the 
rior  courts  as  maybe  created.  i W ba.■^il,,  umlcr  tlic  command  of  governor  llarriscn. 

The  judiciarv  tor  such  otfences  as  are  not  ini  land  wiu»  have  been  wounded  oi‘ disabled  in  the  said 
peachable,  may  be  removed  from  otl'ice,  on  tiie  joint  I carnp.i'gn 

address  of  three  fourths  of  each  branch  of  the  iegis  4tij.  Ifesoh^ed,  Tiiat  provision  ought  to  be  made 
lature.  'I'he  app  dntment.s  to  olhee  (e.xcept  in  the 
militia)  to  be  made  by  the  governor  and  senate. 


The  lieutenant  governor,  elected  in  the  saaie.Jac 
manner  as  tj^uvernor,  and  lor  same  term — to  be  pic  jlr.or 
sident  of  the  sen  »te  ; when  that  body 
iniitec,  to  vf>te  and  debate  in  the  same  manuer  a<  th< 
rest  of  the  members.  In  case  offleailt  or  di-a'niii  v 
of  the  governor,  he  is  to  act  in  his  stead~and  in 
iailure  ol  both,  the  president  elected  by  the  senate 
to  ofiiciate. 

I'he  judicial  power  is  confided  to  a supreme 


Mi  itia  oliicers,  below  the  rank  of  major,  to  be  I battle 


4L!j. 

by  law  to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  projjei  ty  ot 
indivi(|oals,  lost  in,  or  in  consequeucc  of  tlie  said 


elected  by  ti.e  peii:>ons  composing  tlie  companies 
Tiiose  above,  by  the  officers. 


CongressiolUii  Reports. 

The  commi.fe  '.  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo 
rial  of  the  legi.dalive  council  and  house  of  represen 
tatives  of  the  Mississippi  I’ei a itory,  and  the  petitions 
of  sundry  citizens  tliereof,  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  union  of  the  United  Slaies,  on  an  «uiiiai 
footing  with  the  original  states  ; and  aUo,  the  pe 
tition  of  ibe  inhabi'ants  of  West  Florida,  setting 
forth  their  dc'^ire  to  be  annexed  to  said  territory, 
for  reasons  therein  contained,  have  had  these  sub 
jccts  under  consideration,  and  made  a limgthy  repo'  t 
in  favor  thereof— to  which  is  annexed  the.  tollowing 
resolution,  embracing  the  views  of  both  petitions  : 

liciuivtil,  That  it  is  expedient  to  admit  all  that 
tract  of  country  bounded  uortli  by  a line  drawn  due 
east  from  the  river  Vaxoo,  wh^re  it  unites  wihh  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  river  Chalahouchy,  and  down 
said  river  to  the  thirty-first  degiee  of  latitude; 
thence  along  said  degree  of  latitude  to  a point 
opposite  the  river  Perdido  ; thence  to  the  conll  ience 
of  said  last  mentioned  river  with  the  gu'ph  of 
Mexico,  and  thence  in  a direct  line  through  the 
middle  of  tlie  lakes  Maurepas  and  Ponchartraiu, 
to  the  junction  or  the  Iberville  with  the  river  ./Missis- 
sippi, and  up  said  river  to  the  above  mentioned  river 
Yazoo,  into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states. 

Taecomiaiuee  to  who.n  was  referred  the  mes 
sage  of  the  president  of  the  UiKted  States  transmit 
ting  two  letters  from  governor  Harrison,  of  the 
Indiana  lerrltory,  reporting  the  particulars  and  the 
issue  of  the  expvdiiio.i  under  hts  coinmmd  ao-ainst 
the  hostije  Iiuiiaa.s  on  the  Wabash,  and  to  whom 
aUo  was  referred  the  memorial  ol  the  general  assem- 
bly of  the  Indiana  territory,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  .militia  of  Knox  county,  in 
the  Indiana  territory  who  served  in  the  late  cam 
paign  under  the  command  of  governor  Harrison, 
have  made  a very  honorable  report  on  behalf  of  the 
said  officers  and  soldiers,  which  concludes  with  the 
following  resolutions — 

1st.  Hewloed,  'i'hat  on^  month’s  pay  on  wht  to  be 

allowed,  in  addtion  to  the  common  allow’ance,  to 
the  officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held) 
the  non  comm:  s oiled  officers  and  privates  of  the 
regulars,  volunteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  loyal 
repre.entatives  of  those  vvUo  were  killed,  or  have 
since  died  of  their  wounds,  composin  *^  the  arn’v 
under  the  command  of  governor  Harrison,  in  ttie 
late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

2d.  Re  olved,  That  five  years  half  pay  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  the  l.'gal  represcntati’.'cs  of  ths  o(brer= 


5tb^  Ilefiolvpd,  That  the  farther  lime  of  years 
ought  (o  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soidiers  \v!io 
^vc^c  wouncied,  and  to  the  legal  repre.senlatives  of 
choice  wiio  were  killed  in  the  said  battle,  to  complete 
the  payments  dueor  which  may  fall  due  to  ti:e  Ciriit- 
ed  States  on  any  purchase  of  the  public  lands  made 
byihein  before  the  said  battle. 


IVliFit. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

ay  before  congress,  for  their  information,  a re- 
port of  the  director  of  the  mint. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Mint  of  the  U.  States,  January  1,  1812^ 

Sir — I have  now  the  honor  of  laying  before  you 
.1  report  of  the  operations  of  the  mint  during  the 
last  year. 

VVith  the  exception  of  a few  weeks,  after  the  ex- 
pii  a ion  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  supply  of  bullion,  noio  furnished  chleily 
by  the  other  banks  in  this  city,  has  never  been  mot  e 
abundant. 

From  the  treasurer’s  statement  of  the  last  year’s 
coinage,  w'lich  is  herewith  transmitted,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  daring  that  period  there  have  been  struck 
and  issued — in  gold  coins,  99,581  pieces,  amount- 
ing to  ■i97,905  dollars  ; in  silver  coins,  1,268, 82i 
pieces,  amounting  to  608,310  dollars  ; in  copper 
coins,  231,165  pieces,  amounting  to  2,195  dollars 
95  cent — making  in  the  whole,  1,619.570  pieces  of 
coin,  amounting  to  1,108,740  dollars  95  cents. 

1 have,  sir,  thehonor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of 
the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your  mo.st  oiiedient 
servant,  R.  PATTERSON. 

Jamks  Madison. 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Estimates  for  the  year  1812, 

( Founded  on  a peace  e .toh'irhnund.  ) 
Treasury  Department,  D :c.  31,  1811. 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  tiansmit,  r -ew’d!,  the 
estimates  of  the  approj.riation^  proposed  for  thoscr- 
vicc  of  the  year  1812;  also  a statement  of  the  rr.ceiyts 
and  expenditures  at  the  treasury,  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1811. 

I 2’he  appropriations,  as  detailed  in  the  estimates, 
jam  >uut,  in  the  whole  to  si.x  millions  seven  hundred 
and  cigiity  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  dollars  seventy-six  cents  : viz  : 

For  the  civil  liat,  638,690  94 

For  miscellanoous  expences  including 
the  additional  estimate 'Ut  foot  for 
Indian  trading  bouses  339,227  42 
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For  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  14'2,0U0  00  ll 
Fcr  the  military  e^tabli-hmeiit  in- 
cluding, IGI-.SOO  dollars  for  the  In- 
dian depat iment  3,161,2?/  80 

For  the  naval  establishment  including 

the  mariue  corps,  2.504,669  60 


^6,785,865  76 

The  estimate  of  the  secretary  of  the  war  depait 
fnent  is  calculated  on  the  whole  numher  of  troops 
aui  iioriscd  by  law  ; hut  it  does  not  include  the  per- 
rrianent  annuities  to  certain  Indian  tribes,  nor  the 
annual  appropriation  of  200,000  dollar.s  for  furnish- 
ing arms  for  the  militia,  those  objects  being^prcivid 
ed  for  by  permanent  laws.  The  sums  which  may 
be  actually  expended  in  the  year  1812,  for  these  ob- 
jecis,  are  not  therefore  included  in  the  aggregate 
above  stated. 

The  funds  oat  of  which  appropriations  may  be 
jTiade,  fcr  the  purposes  aboveraeniioned,  are, 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  proceeds  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
which  w ill  accrue  in  the  year  1812;  which  sum  is 
by  law  annually  reserved  for  the  support  of  govern 
ment. 

2.  So  much  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  un- 
expended on  theSlst  of  December,  1811,  as  is  not 
wanted  to  defray  the  expences  of  that  year. 

3.  The  surplus  of  the  revenue  and  income  of  the 
United  States  which  may  accrue  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1812,  after  satisfying  the  objects  for  w^hich  ap- 
propriations have  been  heretofore  made. 

4.  The  proceeds  of  such  loan  or  loans  as  may  be 
authorised;by  congress. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully^,  sir, 
vour  most  obedient  servant, 

' ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

%'he  honorable  the  speaker 

of  the  house  of  representatives. 

District  Tonnage  of  the  U.  S. 

fjetier  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  transmitting 

an  q,nnuat  statement  of  the  district  tonnage  of  the 

United  talcs,  on  the ‘6\st  of  December,  1810. 

Treasury  Department, 

December  1 2th , 1811. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annual 
Statersient  o(  the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  States 
pn  Lhe3ist  of  December,  1810,  together  with  an  I 
explanatory  letter  of  the  Register  of  the  treasury. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respecfully,  sir,  yourl 
obedient  servant.  ALBERl'  GALLATIN. 
^he  hon.  the.  speaker, 

of  the  house  of  representatives. 


nrolled'and  licen‘?ed  tonnag*'  employ- 
ed in  '.h coasting  trade,  paying  an 
aisnua]  duty,  31  l,^-87  8#. 

Fishing  vessels  the  same,  30,208  bO 

],221,2o8  oi 

Note-— Duties  were  also 
paid  on  tonnage  owned 
by  citizens  of  the  Uuit- 
• ed  States,  engaged  in 
foreign  trade  not  regis- 
tered, 30,011  88 

Do.  in  the  coasting  trade,  59  00 

30,100  88 

Total  amount  of  tonnage  on  whicli 

duties  were  collected,  1,251,389  25 

The  amount  of  the  registered  tonnage 
as  examined  and  settled  at  the  trea- 
sury, from  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  several  districts,  is 
stated  at  984,269  5 95  tons.  This 
acrnrreo'ate  is  somethino'  more  than 

»0  O • 1 

the  true  amount ; to  correct  wmen, 
lists  of  the  outstanding  registers 
are  forming  at  the  treasury,  from 

the  marine  records.  Upon  each 

collector  being  furnished  with  a 
list  of  outstanding  registers  (com- 
prehending the  number,  name  and 
tonnage  of  each  vessel)  applicable 
to  his  district,  he  will  be  enabled 
to  correct  the  same  by  striking  off 
those  vessels  w'hich  no  longer  he- 
long  thereto.  From  these  leoulis, 
a corrected  statement  will  be  exih- 
billfed  for  the  ensuing  year.  I beg 
leave  to  observe,  tbat  on  a former 
occasion  you  resorted  to  this  mode; 
and  on  which  your  comiminiGation 
was  made  to  the  hon.se  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Scales,  on 
the  2/th  Fehrnary,  1802, 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage  is 
stated  at  the  amount  upon  which 
the  annual  duty  was  collected  in 
1810,  on  that  de>criplion  of  Lonnage, 
as  being  the  most  correct,  and 
mav  be  considered  nearly  the  true 
amount. 

The  fishing  vessels  the  same. 

The  district  tonnage  of  the  U.  States, 

on  31st  Dec.  1810,  is  estimated  at  1,329,165  43 


984,269  50 


314,687  83 
30,208  50 


Treasury  Department, 

Rigi  let  ’s  Ojfice,  Dec.  7(h,  1811. 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annua! 
Statement  to  31st  December,  1810,  of  the  district 
tonnage  of  the  United  Slates. 

Tons.  95ths. 

The  registered  tonnage  is  stated  in  said 

abstract,  at  984,269  05 

The  enrolled  and  licensed,  afc  405,346  69 

The  fishing  vessels,  at  35,167  48 


Amounting  to  1,424,783  27 

The  tonnage,  on  which  duties  were 
collected  during  the  same  year, 
amounted  as  follows  : 

Registered  tonnage  pa3'ing  duty  on 
each  voyage  876,391  89 


Of  the  registered  tonnage,  amount- 
ing as  before  stated,  to  984,269  5 95, 
it  has  been  ascertained  that  there 
were  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery 
Enrolled  and  licensed,  also  in  the 
whale  fishery. 

Amounting  to 

It  appears  by  the  collectors*  abstracts^  that 
127,575  86  95  tons  new  vessels  were  built  in  the 
year  1810,  w'hereof  102,479  72  95  tons  were  regis- 
tered, and  25,096  14-95  tons  were  enrolled. 

1 have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  secretary  of  the  treasziry. 


3,249  72 
339  24 
3, .589  01 
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Treasury  Department,  Register's  Ojjice,  Decemhe/r  7th,  1811. 

Abstract  of  the  toanlge  of  the  shipping  of  tlie  several  districts  of  tlie  United  States  on  the 

last  day  o^'  December,  1810. 


DISTRICTS. 

Re^io 

tei  ed. 

l6ui  olicii  OC 

eii-ied  |L'Ceii-en  unuer  2u  .’'.j 

Aggregate  ion 

m'Ln>^rf 

i em.vornrv 

Permanerr 

t cm},orarij\Cnust.tradrl 

tUxi Jishei  ii 

of  curhd'Str’ct 

ro.vs  '■d  Mr 

TO, vs  9:>ih 

To.\  s yb'A 

TO.N  s 95t/l.S 

TONS 

iMN  s 9.5///. 

i'ONS.  95/// 1. 

P jil->i;iou‘.a,  W.  li. 

23,." 9.'  ;b 

6.a6  J '. 

6,G.>U 

168  2u 

133  5i‘ 

333  62 

28,8  2U  09 

Nc’.vbaryporL,  Mi. 

29,5  U GO 

3,944  64 

5,398  4/ 

60  78 

181  38 

39,100  02 

(i'^mcesler. 

4,882  76 

120  8. 

3.502  13 

74  41 

319  81 

2,493  73 

11,393  85. 

S d ' m , . 

33,4.n9  43 

1,449  7( 

6.446  .Sa 

• 

32  9-f 

73  74 

41,462  80 

ipswich. 

129  1.3 

22  4t 

911  31 

21  12 

46  84 

146  3a 

1,277  31 

.M  u'blehead,  . 

10  699  .5.5 

328  3 

9, .576  16 

131  33 

186  74 

20,922  26 

L>  >ston, 

i 0'J,u85  7 1 

23,494  5 2 

19, .589  08 

4,7  40  13 

466  67 

745  61 

149,121  85 

dT  mo  nth,  . , 

13,119 

607  ;i 

9,(954  64 

124  02 

15  03 

Uj7  F 

23,028  42 

B If  (istahle, 

1,271.  67 

83  40 

14,045  83 

70  16 

403  77 

297  53 

18,175  57 

\ i.'itiicket, 

11,910  8-* 

109  13 

4.436  67 

213  83 

76  02 

- 

16,776  .57 

I'hi  j,f*rr(>vvn, 

153  32 

463  93 

712 

32  66 

29  69 

- 

1,391  7t 

Ne'v  Bedford, 

18,1.57  48 

91  22 

7,955  16 

42  85 

131  21 

- 

26.378  02 

D ;rhton, 

2.184  67 

80  73 

4,743  86 

26  3, 

91  05 

- 

7,126  75 

Tork, 

i 676  75 

221  49 

1.512  49 

70  50 

129  15 

112  82 

3,723  25 

Kennebunk, 

7,786  51 

418  55 

443  1 1 

. 

15  12 

139  68 

8,8o8  10 

Bidd  'ib  d,  Saco 

6,003  76 

153  42 

1,494  34 

. 

15  67 

52  41 

7,719  7o 

dorrl.ind. 

22.592  .52 

2,337  57 

6,266  37 

100  69 

513  58 

788  9i.‘ 

32,599  78 

Bath,  . 

15,867  38 

1,574  41 

2,547  f9 

. 

124  6c> 

231  15 

20,344  81 

Wise  isset, 

13.970  82 

474  7 2 

2,671  14 

. 

39  c2 

755  35 

17,911  15 

Wald  bo  rough. 

7,330  66 

856  01 

9,857  04 

. 

151  18 

846  80 

19,041  74 

p-nobscut, 

8 674  47 

579  80 

7,745  04 

. 

371  9c 

648  33 

18,019  64 

T-  ench  man’s  Bay, 

763  46 

572  60 

2,793  29 

133  88 

421  47 

143  35 

4,828  20 

Machias, 

798  83 

278  0" 

1,040  12 

81  33 

60  72 

2,259  18 

Passamaquoddy, 

1,030  90 

2,444  30 

485  79 

1,810  68 

15  45 

13  74 

5,801  06 

V^ermont,  . 

494  51 

- 

. 

494  51 

Newport,  R.  Island. 

7,278  26 

1,631  62 

3,1.55  67 

187  58 

283  78 

- 

12,517  CG 

Bristol, 

6,226  38 

419  44 

1,C65  26 

- 

65  59 

- 

7,776  72j 

Providence, 

12.428  91 

590  21 

2,vS4.4  67 

- 

- 

15,863  85 

N'*vv  London,  Ct. 

3,487  43 

775  26 

5.8:'9  32 

65  73 

305  55 

371  16 

10,814  5.5 

Middetown, 

10,401  .58 

372  78 

5,319  85 

332  01 

675  41 

- 

17,131  76 

New  Haven,  . 

6,798  32 

203  34 

3,128  48 

99  81 

264  02 

. 

10.494  10 

Fairfield, 

632  49 

. 

5,894  84 

, 

142  85 

, 

6,670  28 

L'keChamplin,  N.  Y. 

1.50  78 

- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

150  78 

Hudson, 

1,563  86 

. 

1,790  71 

- 

99  20 

- 

3,453  82 

New  York, 

163, .5.53  81 

22,102  80 

79,089  84 

. 

3,801  41 

. 

268,548  Oi 

Sig  H-'.rbor,  . 

948  71 

236  57 

3,037  88 

. 

151  2! 

33  15 

4,407  62 

Pe"'h  Amboy,  N.  J. 

2,517  92 

14,632  55 

7,034  30 

. 

682  42 

. 

24,867  29 

Linle  Egg  Harbor, 

. 

1,847  47 

. 

51  54 

. 

1 899  06 

Burlington,* 

, 

_ 

1,337  51 

26  22 

228  92 

- 

1,592  70. 

Bridgetown.  . 

187  94 

_ 

9.661  52 

43  89 

1,575  21 

. 

11,468  66 

Great  Egg  Harb:ir,-|- 

. 

3.976  54 

. 

. 

. 

3,986  54 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

100.9.53  08 

8,501  72 

12,921  81 

1,333  9C 

1,547  49 

. 

125,258  15 

Presque  isle. 

173  72 

- 

- 

_ 

173  72 

Wilmington,  Del. 

789  83 

553  05 

6,182  64 

79  10 

687  45 

8,192  17 

Bdtimore,  Muyland. 

78,878  44 

9,520  22 

12.980  92 

_ 

2,065  06 

. 

103,444  69 

Chester, 

_ 

1,519  11 

93  63 

. 

1,612  74 

Oxford, 

. 

248  02 

10.336  93 

. 

1,781  64 

, 

12,366  64 

Vienna,  . 

784  05 

57  06 

9.49(;  61 

. 

1,933  75 

. 

12,271  52 

Havre  de  Grace, 

. 

. 

1,857  44 

. , 

119  88 

1,977  37 

Snow  Hill, 

557  32 

. 

5,121  48 

. 

751  83 

. 

6,430  68 

Annapolis,  „ 

. 

. 

1,633  8f 

_ 

449  72 

_ 

2,083  61 

Nottingham, 

. 

. 

1 385  22 

. 

48  58 

. 

1,433  80 

Nanjemoy,  St.  iMar3^s, 

. 

. 

1,916  17 

. 

249  46 

. 

2.165  63 

Georgetown,  Col. 

1.206  26 

227  84 

1.804  49 

. 

566  48 

. 

3,805  16 

.\lexandria. 

5,952  53 

2,029  53 

2,857  07 

121  40 

775  73 

. 

11,736  36 

Hampton,  Virginia, 

593  86 

53  27 

233  40 

. 

880  58 

N iiToIk, 

23,284  39 

12.206  24 

7,182  12 

2,399  17 

2,571  29 

. 

47,643  26 

PeLersburg.  . , 

2.9S3  57 

1,110  31 

3.040  65 

488  91 

479  15 

. 

8.107  69 

lichfoond, 

1,170  18 

1,459  70 

3,408  38 

278  58 

40  63 

- 

6,357  57 

V'ork  T()wn,  . 

- 

- 

3.293  25 

36  87 

323  4! 

. 

3,653  58 

East  River, 

.536  15 

100  30 

1,106-92 

- 

289  82 

2.024  29 

Tapp  fhannock. 

802  75 

391  37 

4,373  62 

537  55 

784  82 

- 

6 890  26 

Yeo'’omico, 

. 

1,426  18 

. 

431  64 

- 

l,8.a7  82 

Dumfries, 

, 

102  39 

1,091  93 

. 

318  76 

. 

1,513  18 

Folly  Landing, 

856  59 

. 

1,266  82 

. 

1,325  58 

3,419  09 

Cbei  ryatono^  , \ 

33(9  59 

- 

705  77 

- 

510  71 

- 

1,547  17 

*k/t  q.iarter  ibOo,  me  last  return,  fi-r/My.'jarierr  ieOi#,  bang  the  last  return. 
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DISTRICTS. 

Reiii 

terei’. 

Eni  oli'*ri  6. 

ijH-.e  se 

E ce..se<i  under  2Ut’' 

^g^regule  lo.i 
'jJ  each  district  ■ 

[■^eirnr.ien 

t'emro;  an. 

-4^  m'l'icr- 

iempo:  a.  q 

Crasi.trade^ 

Cod  /n.'tc.ry 

TONS  o->t  •• 

TONS  9o(v<- 

r o N s 95.'  4 , 

i'ONs95t4 

TONS  95<ks 

TONS  9'lth 

TONS  95. 4v 

So  nil  Q,ukv. 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oc!  acocke,N. Carolina 

- 

443  70 

- 

17  11 

. 

460  81 

Wiimington,  . 

4.371  06 

1,954  71 

455  31 

52  71 

15-2  50 

_ 

6,986  39 

Newbein,  . 

4,408  78 

1,  ’IG  91 

1,550  69 

- 

236  68 

_ 

7,413  21 

Washington,  . 

3,297  93 

1,:5I  li 

1,799  48 

. 

522  16 

_ 

7.070  70 

Edenton, 

3,328  44 

1,145  5.1 

3,G2o  48 

51  57 

811  05 

. 

9 2G2  17 

Cimd^n, 

2,36 1 74 

1,740  55^ 

, 1.965  59 

. 

807  50 

, 

6.875  48 

Beaufort, 

306  84 

- " 

304  65 

. 

318  15 

929  69 

Georgetown,  S.  C^ 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

. 

Charleston, 

36,120  06 

7,234  71 

8,542  42 

867  04 

123  83 

. 

52,888  16 

Beaufort, 

- 

- 

40  08 

- 

. 

. 

40  08 

Savannah,  Georgia. 

4,184  46 

6,029  21 

1,494  84 

947  32 

23  36 

_ 

12,679  29 

Sunbury, 

197  35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

197  35 

Brunswick, 

30  8h 

361  53 

127  56 

78  57 

- 

598  50 

St.  Mary’s, 

456  87 

1,506  57 

176  02 

- 

5 3;> 

. 

2,144  80 

Hardwick, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marietta, 

- : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

Plymouth,  N. Carolina 

433  12 

155  37 

313  13 

•- 

54  88 

- 

9.56  55 1 

Mississippi, 

9,001  33 

2,385  12 

1,326  69 

528  86 

- 

13,242  10| 

8!-0,431  67 

! 43,837  33 

181,812  33 

15,891  94 

34,232  57 

8,577  28 

1 1,424.783  27 1 

quarter,  1810. 


ilECAPITULATiON. 


I'ne  aggregate  amouiu  of  ..onnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the 
United  Sta.^es,  on  the  3lst  December,  1810,  is  stated  at 
Whereof:  Perm ment  regi-itered  tonnage, 

- Temporary  do  do  .... 

840,431  67 
143,837  33 

Total  registered  tonnage. 
Permanent  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage, 
Temporary  do  do  . . . 

381.812  33 
15,891  94 

984,269  05 

Total  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage, 
Licensed  vessel--  under  20  tons,  viz  ; 

• Employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
bo  in  the  cod  fishery. 

34,232  57 
8,577  28 

a 397,704  32 

Total  licensed  under  20  tons. 

42,809  85 

As  above, 

(a)  Of  the  enrolled  and  licensed  there  were 

employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
Do  do  in  the  whale  fishery, 

Do  do  in  the  cod  fishery, 

371,114  12 
339  24 
26,250  91 

As  above, 

397,704  32 

1,424,783  27 


1,424,783  27 


It  appeirs,  by  the  rollectors’ abstract.^,  that  127,575  86  95th3  tons  new  vessels  were  built  in  the  year 
JSIO,  whereof  102,479  72  95ths  were  registered,  and  25,096  l4-95ih  tons  were  enrolled. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


( A.  ) 

Official  Papers. 

Ac'jompanying  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  annual  report.  (See  page  229.) 

A statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  duties  ichieh  accrued  on  merchandize,  tonnage,  pafis- 
ports  and  clearances,  of  debentures  issued,  on  the  exportation  of  foreign  merchandize,  of 
payments  for  bounties  and  allowances  and  for  expences  of  collection,  durimL  the  years 
1809  1810: 


Year 

DUriES  ON 

Deben- 

tures 

issued. 

RoHvtie  - Sp 
illowance.s 

Gross  Revenue 

Expences 

on 

Collection. 

IS et  Revenue 

Merchandize 

Tonnage 

Pa.nj.,orts 

Clearances 

1809 

181CI 

'11,603.071  27 
16,001,711  71 

151,983  13 
169,161  21 

22,660 

23.A28 

4.706,6i;8 

3.839,160 

48,940  18 
2,268  05 

7,022,166  22 
1/12,952,972  90 

494.998  02 
439,382  87 

6,527,168  20 
12.513,490  03 

Gross  revenue  for  Che  year  iSlO  . , . 9U 

Deduct  interest  and  storage,  ....  30,701  95 


Gross  revenue  per  statement  (D.)  . . 12,922,170  95 
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A statement  of  the  amount  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  foreign  trade,  for 
the  year  1810,  as  taken  from  the  records  of  the  treasury. 

American  tonnage  in  foreign  trade  . , . . . Tons,  906,4-34? 

Foreign  tonnage,  .......  . 80,316 


I’otal  amount  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States, 


986,750 


8.1  to  100 


Proportion  of  foreign  tonnage  to  the  whole  amount  of  tonnage  employed  in' 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States, 

T HE ASURY  DEPARTMENT,  Reghter^s  oflce,  Nov.  9,  181 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register, 

A statement  exhibiting  the  value  and  quantities  respectively  of  7nerchandise  on  which  duties 
actually  accrued  during  the  year  1810,  (consisting  of  the  dijferencebetween  articles  paying 
duty  imported,  and  those  entitled  to  drawback  re-exported,)  and  also  the  net  levenue 
which  accrued  during  that  year,  from  duties  on  merchandise,  tonnage,  passports  and 
clear  aoices. 

GOODS  PAYING  DUTIES  AD  VALOREM. 


39,714,120  dollars  at  12  1 2 per  cent  . . . , 

7,703,290  .15 

552,151  . 20  . 

a Additional  duty  on  47,806,962  dollars  at  2 1-2  per  cent. 


4,964,265 
1,155,493  50 
110,430  20 
1,195,174  05 


47,969,561 


b.  Spirits, 

c.  Sugar, 

d.  Wines, 

e.  Teas, 

Coffee, 

Molasses,  . 

f.  All  other  articles. 


4,487,588  gallons,  at  28.3  cents  (average) 
29,312,307  pounds,  2.5  do. 
1,164,582  gallons,  34.8  do. 

6,647,726  pounds,  19.8  do. 

5,852,082  do.  5 do. 

7,651,682  gallons,  5 do. 


7,425,362 

75 

1,272,063 

44 

743,656 

08 

. 405,024 

41 

1,314,091 

17 

292,604 

10 

382,584 

10 

. 660,276 

89 

From  which  deduct  *- 

Bounties  and  allowances  paid  in  1810, 

Duties  refunded,  after  deducting  therefrom  duties 
collected  on  merchandise,  the  particular  of 
which  could  not  be  ascertained,  and  difference 
in  calculation,  .... 


12,495,662  84 


2,268  05 


31,082  20 


3 12  per  cent,  retained  on  drawback,  . . . . . 

Extra  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels. 

Net  amount  of  duties  on  merchandise. 

Duties  on  tonnage,  ...... 

Light  money,  ....... 

Duties  on  passports  and  clearances,  . . ... 

Sundry  accounts  not  yet  received,  estimated  at. 

Gross  revenue  as  per  statement  (A) 

Deduct  expenses  of  collection,  ..... 


33,350  25 


127,697  40 
41,463  84 


12,462,312  €9 
139,489  33 
87,779  69 


12,689,581 

7i 

169,161 

24 

23,428 

12,882,170 

95 

40,000 

12,922,170 

95 

439,382 

87 

Net  revenue,  ........  12,482,788  OS 

treasury  DEPARTMENT,  Registers  office,  November  9,  1811. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Regisfer. 


Explanatory  statements  and  notes. 

Additional  duty  of  2 1 2 per  cent. 

3 12  per  cent,  retained  on  drawback,  .... 

Extra  duty  <if  10  per  cent,  on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels. 


1,195,174  05 
3,832  51 
2,427  86 

Dollars,  1,201,434  43 


h.  Spirits,  Grain, 


1st  proof  19,292  gallons  at  28  cents, 
2d  921  29 

3d  85,951?  31 


5,101  76 
267  09 
26,645  74 
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4th 

31,U64 

34 

5th 

i-,756 

40 

Other  materials,  1st  Sc  2d  969,569 

25 

3d 

2,389,980 

28 

4th 

982,362 

32 

5th 

6,690 

38 

4,487,588 

c.  Sugar,  Brown, 

27,142,626  pounds  at  2 1 2 cents. 

White, 

2,169,681 

3 

29,312,307 

d.  Wines,  Madeira  1st  quality 

238,354  gallons  at  58  cents. 

2d 

31,222 

50 

Sherry  and  St.  Lucar, 

54,318 

40 

Oporto  and  Lisbon, 

121,644 

30  . 

Burgundy  and  Champaign,  942 

45 

I’enei  iffe,  Faya]  and  Malaga, 53 1 ,475 

28  . 

Other  in  bottles. 

6.554 

35 

Do.  in  casks. 

180,093 

23  . 

1,164,592 

e.  Teas,  Bohea, 

1,349,520  pounds  at  12  cents. 

Souchong, 

2,248,102 

18 

Hyson, 

972,099 

32 

Other  green. 

2,178,005 

20 

Extra  duty  on  teas  imported 

from  other  places  than 

6,74>7,72fy 

[papers  to  be  continued.] 


10,561 

76 

70'2 

10 

242.30^ 

25 

G(i9,i9 ; 

40 

3 1 1.355 

84 

2,542 

20 

1,272,063 

44 

678.565 

65 

65,090 

43 

743,656 

08 

138,245 

32 

15,011 

. 2i  ,727  20 
30,497.  20 
419  40 
148,813 
2,293  90 
41,421  30 


405,024  41 


161.942  40 
, 4i  (4,658  .36 
311,071  68 
. 435,601 

817  78 


Dollars,  1,314,091  71 


Mr.  Giles’s  Speech, 

IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

December  17,  1811. 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force 
being  under  consideration  ; on  motion  of  the  hon. 
Mr.  Anderson  to  strike  out  the  word  ^‘ten,”  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  a smaller  number  of  regiments, 
Mr-  Giles  rose,  and  submitted,  in  subsLauce,  the 
lollowing  observations.- 

Mr.  Giles  said  he  found  himself,  in  a very  unpre 
pared  state,  called  upon  to  oppose  a very  un  X!  ec,t- 
ed  motion.  The  object  of  the  mover  had  no.  been 
very  precisely  expressed  ; but  be  had  mentioned 
the  number  of  twelve  thousand  infantry  as  preiera 
ble  to  tv’^enty  thousand,  about  the  number  provi- 
ded for  by  the  bill.  Mr.  Giles  said  it  was  also  under- 
stood, that  a force  of  ten  thousand  men  of  every 
description  would  more  correspond  with  theexecu 
live  views,  and  fully  answer  the  executive  requisi- 
tion. This,  he  believed,  was  the  fset,  and  should 
so  consider  it  in  the  course  of  the  observations  he 
proposed  to  make.  Notwithsiandinai  this  circum 
stance,  however,  considering  the  late  occurrences 
on  our  western  frontiers,  and  the  feelings  of  the. 
western  people  so  justly  excited  thereby,  &.c.  he 
acknowledged  that  the  motion  had  come  from  the 
most  unexriected  quarter  of  the  unioti,  and  from  a 
gentleman  the  most  unexpected  to  him  of  al!  tho.se 
who  represent  the  western  portion  ot  the  United 
States  ; because  from  the  long  course  of  military 
services  hoourably  rendered  by  that  gentleman  du 
ling  the  revolutionarv  war,  he  must  have  become 
well  acquainted  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  a due 
degree  of  momentum  in  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Giles  sa'd  he  did  not  propose  ^o  go  into  a full 
exposition  of  out  foreign  relations  at  this  time;  yet 
the  motion  furnished  a most  extensive  scope  for  ob 
servation,  because  if  it  should  unfortunatel y sue 
ceed,  it  would  essentially  derange,  as  he  conceived 
the  whole  views  of  the  committee  who  hud  reported* 


the  bill-  He  wouid  therefore  present  to  the  senate> 
the  most  prominent  and  important  considerations, 
which  he  presumed  had  operated  on  the  committee, 
and  had  cerraiuly  on  himself,  to  induce  the  recom- 
mendation of  twenty  five  thousand  men,  as  the 
smallest  possible  quantum  of  force  demanded  by 
the  crisis  ; to  demonstate  the  advantage  of  a force 
at  least  to  that  extent  over  that  which  seems  to  be 
contemolated  by  tlie  honorable  mover,  and  still 
moreover  that  which  is  said  to  consist  with  the  exe-' 
cut ive  project. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  it  is  import- 
ant to  turn  our  attention  to  the  objects  tor  which  a 
military  force  is  demanded,  to  enable  us  the  better 
to  apportion  the  means  to  the  objects  intended  to 
be  effected.  For  this  purpose  he  begged  the  most 
ser  ious  attention  of  the  senate  to  the  president’s 
message  at  the  commencement  of  the  se^-sion. 

I must  now  add,  observes  the  president,  that 
the  period  is  arrived,  w'hich  claims  from  the  legis- 
lative guardians  of  the  national  rights  a system  of 
more  ample  provisions  for  maintaining  them.  Not- 
withstanding the  scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted 
moderation,  .and  the  multiplied  efforts  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  substitute  for  the  accumula- 
ting dangers  to  the  peace  of  the.  two  countries,  all 
the  mutual  advantages  of  reestablished  triend.ship 
and  confidence  ; we  have  seen  that  the  British  cabi- 
net perseveres,  not  only  in  withholding  a remedy 
for  other  wrongs  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for 
it;  but  in  the  execution,  brought  home  lo  the 
threshhold  of  our  tenitory  of  measures  which,  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  have  the  character,  as 
well  a.s  the  effect,  of  war  on  our  lawful  conrmerce. 

“ With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility  in 
trampling  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation 
can  relinquish,  congress  will  feel  the  duty  i f put- 
ting the  Unittd  States  into  an  armour',  and  -■  n atti- 
tude demanded  bv  the  crisis,  and  coi responding 
with  the  national  spirit  and  expect  ations. 

I « I recommend  accordingly,  that  adequate  pro'  i- 
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Sfon  be  made  for  filling  tbe  ranks  and  prolonging 
Ihe  enliiLrjjenLs  of  the  I'egular  troop  ’ ; for  an  auxili 
aiy  force  to  be  engaged  foramoie  limitted  temi,foi 
the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corp>>  whose  patriotic 
ard(»r  inav  coui  ta  participation  in  urgent  services  ; 
for  detachirrems,  as  they  maybe  wanted  of  other 
portions  of  the  militia,  and  for  such  a preparation 
of  liie  great  body  as  will  proportion  its  usefulness 
to  its  intrinsic  capacity.” 

Here  we  find,  in  the  first  place,  the  most  solemn 
and  imperious  call  upon  congress  in  the  character 
of  “ the  It^i^laiirc  gnai'diaus  of  the  national  l ights, 
fora  svstem  of  more  ample  provisions  for  maintain- 
ing them.”  Ttie  president  then  ve:  y properly  and 
cmphaticallv  proceeds  to  tell  us  \v!iyhe  makes  this  so- 
lemn call  upon  the  legislative  guui  dians  of  the  nation 
at  tins  time.  He  tells  us  in  substance,  that  notwith- 
standing “ the  scrupulous  justice, the,protracted  mo- 
dei  ation,  and  the  multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stales  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  recede 
from  her  hostile  aggres.sions  upon  their  essential 
sovereign  rights,  so  far  from  yielding  to  these  po- 
lite and  pathetic  invitations,  she  had  increased  her 
aggressions,  and  had  adopted  “ measure.s,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  have  the  character 
as  well  as  the  e ffect  oi  u'ar  upon  our  lawful  com- 
merce and  that  these  ineasures  are,  in  their  exe 
cution,  ‘‘-brought  liome  to  the  thre.shold  ofourtef' 
ritory.”  Could  the  president  havechosen  language 
more  emphatic  to  shew  the  imperious  character  of 
the  call  upon  congress  to  lumish  him  with  ade 
quate  physical  means  to  retrieve  the  honor  and  re 
dress  tire  wrongs  of  the  nation  ? Lest  there  might 
be  some  possible  mistake,  on  the  part  of  con- 
gies.s,  he  tells  iis  explicitly  that  the  aggressions  ol 
Great  Biitain  have  the  character  as  xcell  as  (he 
e ffect  Of  lear  upon  our  lawful  commei  ce,  and  that 
dus  tear  is  brought  home  to  the  threshGld  of  our 
territory. 

But,  sir,  the  president  does  not  stop  here.  He 
tells  us,  that  notwithstanding  our  protracted  mode 
ration,  &c.  occ.  Great  Britain  with  hostile  inflexi- 
bility,perseveres  in  trampling  on  essential  sovereign 
rights  ; rights,  at  least,  “ which  no  independent 
nation  can  relinquish.”  Here  then,  it  is  evident, 
the  president  conceives  that  our  independence  as  a 
nation  is  brought  into  question,  and  put  at  hazard. 
Can  any  subject  put  a more  awful  and  imperious 
call  upon  congress  to  exert  and  apply  the  whole 
energies  of  the  nation,  than  a question  of  inde- 
eBNuENCE  ? The  pl.iin  Engli.sh  of  all  tins  commu- 
nication, he  understood  to  be,  that  alUhe  inefficient 
measuTes  wiiich  have  been  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  belligerents  for  three  years  past,  had  not  an 
swered  the  expectations  of  their  proje^ctors  ; but  in- 
stead of  the  expected  recession,  had  prodiicecl  on 
the  part  of  Great  B;  itain,  at  least,  iniley.ible  hostili- 
ty. This  w as  a verv  natural  result,  and  one  which 
he  had  always  anticipated,  as  was  w'eli  known  to 
this  honorable  body.  But  the  administration  hav 
ing  learnt  wisdom  by  these  feeble  experiments,  had 
now  determined  to  change  its  course,  and  for  the 
purpose  oi  rendering  thi.s  hostility  more  flexible, 
had  at  length  resolved,  instead  of  commercial  re 
strictions,  to  try  the  effect  of  physical  force.  An 
adequate  force  is  therefore  demanded  by  the  execu- 
tive ; and  the  adequacy  of  that  force  is  very  pro 
perly  referred  to  congtess,  where  the  responsibility 
is  fdaced  by  the  constitution  ; where  it  ought  to  rest 
— and  for  one,  he  was  wliling  to  tske  bis  full  share 
of  it.  But,  sir,  the  president  goes  on  further.  After 
de-.igna(ing  the  objects,  he  points  out  the  standard 
for  ascertaining  the  adequacy  of  the  fbi  ce  demand- 


ed for  their  effectuation.  In  his  official  responsible 
message,  he  tells  us,  that  “ congress  will  eel  the 
duty  of  putting  the  United  States  into  an  armour 
and  an  atdtude  demanded  by  the  crisis,  and  coi  res- 
ponding with  the  national  spiiit  and  e.vpectaf  ions.” 
The  standard  here  pointed  out  for  calculating  the 
quantum  of  force  to  be  supplied  is  ‘ the  crisis,’  w'hich 
had  been  previously  uo*oribcd  in  the  inO’t  solenm 
and  imposing  lerius,  and  “ the  nuffonal  sy'irit  and 
expectatioHi.”  Whether  the  committee  h.nl  report- 
ed too  great  a force  fur  subduing  the  crisi.s,  he  was 
willing  to  suluiiit  Co  the  verdict  of  the  7ia(iona!  spirit 
and  expectations. 

But  it  is  now  said  or  intimated  in  substance,  that, 
this  official  re.sponsible  standaid  is  only  o^tensihle, 
and  that  the  true  standard  for  estimating  the  quan- 
tum of  force  demanded,  mpst  be  derived  from  the 
decrepid  state  of  the  tr  easury  and  the  financial  fame 
of  the  gentleman  at  tlie  head  of  that  department. — 
This  subject  will  require  a di.stiuct  consideration  ; 
but  in  the  mean  time  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  tlie 
committee  unanimously  refused  to  be  influenced  by 
any  considerations,  but  those  resulting  from  the 
official  responsible  communication,  ami  their  own 
reflecLions  upon  the  state  of  the  nation,  as  disclosed 
thereby.  They  unanimously  rejected  informal  in- 
official communications. 

It  will  be  observed  too,  in  the  message,  the  pre- 
sident in  his  more  specific  i cco.mmendations,  alter 
de.signatingthe  kinds  of  force  suited  to  the  occasion^ 
leaves  the  quanvurn  of  each  to  be  judged  oi,  and 
decided  by  congress,  where  the  respon  Ihihi-v  uld, 
ami  ought  to  rest  •.  and  he  was  unwilling,  hy  .'eced- 
mg  from  his  con.stitutional  duty,  to  revcit  this  res- 
ponsibility upon  the  executive- 

it  thus  appearing,  said  Mr  . Giles,  that  the  force- 
demanded,  was  for  the  purpose  of  war,  if,  uidoi  tu- 
nately  we  should  be  driven  by  Gr  eat  Britain  to  that 
last  resort,  and  that  although  the  war-  Huoid  be  un- 
dertaken upon  principles  sliicJy  defen.sivt  ; vet, 
in  its  operation,  it  must  necessarily  bi-corne  offen- 
sive on  our  part  ; and  that  congress  was  to  deter- 
mine exclusively  upon  the  adequacy  of  the  means 
for’  conducting  it ; he  would  no’.v  proceed  to  enquir  e, 
more  particuliriy — 1st.  whether  the  committee  had- 
reconmiencied  a force  more  than  adequate  to  the 
purpo.ses  of  the  war  ; and  2d.  whether  it  was  vvilbin 
the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  force 
thus  recommended. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  in  e.stimating  the  quanlum  of 
force  demanded  by  the  e.xis^ting  crisis,  it  anpearod 
to  him  gentlemen  had  not  girtn  sufficient  conside- 
ration to  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  United  S ates 
in  r elation  to  the  Floilrhis,  to  the  exlen.-,ion  of  our 
southern  and  western  fiuiuieis,  to  the  late  hostile, 
acts  and  threatenings  in  th  ;t  qu  <rter  ; nor  to  trie, 
importance  of  New  Gilean-  ; its  e.v.po-etl,  position 
and  defenceless  situation,  ''i'he  -e  ci?  cnrnsiaoces, 
however,  entered  deeply  into  tiie  consideration  of 
the  committee,  andimlnced  it  to  conclude  that  the 
whole  military  establishment  now  authorized  bv' 
law,  if  completed,  would  not  be  more  than  suificieT;t 
— per  haps  insufficient,  to  an.swer  the  nece.si  ar  v ob- 
jects of  the  government  in  tlie  scene  just  described? 
rt  was  therelore  intended  that  the  whole  of  tliat  force 
should  be  left  free  to  act  therein  accoiuing  to  ci>- 
curnstances,  and  that  the  additional  force  novv  re- 
commended, should  act  exciiisively  in  the  northern 
and  eastern  portion  of  the  union.  Tins  force  no 
gentleman  will  pretend  can  be  too  great  for  our  ob- 
jects in  that  quaiter,  in  the  event  of  war,  unaided 
by  the  existing  establishment.  Hence  it  was  maU 
ter  of  £reat  surprise  lo  him  tiiattlte  western  gerule 
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ir.cn  should  wish  to  diminish  the  number  of  meii;  Two  Ihousimd  men  completely  furnished  with  all 
now  proposed  to  be  rair  ed  ? because  he  believed  that:  the  means  of  annoyance,  po-sessed  of  all  the  skill 
every  man  deducted  from  tlie  pi  oposed  force,  vvouk’Jthat  militarv  science  could  afford,  and  impelled  by- 
take  one  from  the  force  intended  by  the  commiLiee ! all  the  subordinanon  and  management  that  military 

to  protect  our  southern  and  westei  n frontiers. 'di-^cipline  could  impose,  with  the  aid  of  the  local  mi- 

These  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  must  be  beiterllitia  also,  would  deserve  well  oi  their  country,  if 
j>!'!  ,es  than  him.selF,  how  many  of  these  men  they  Ither- should  preserve  New- York  from  the  grasp  of 
ca.n  geueroasly  spare  from  their  own  protection  ; — ^TGreat  Britain;  in  case  she  should  think  proper  to 


but  for  his  part  he  thought  there  was  not  one  to 
spate  from  these  objects,  and  the  committee  were 
Wti'iug  to  give  the  whole  of  them  that  dfstination. 

With  respect  to  the  protection  of  Oilcans,  he 
knew  it  was  the  e.xpectalion  of  the  late  administra- 
tion, that  in  the  event  of  w ar,  G.  Britain  would  pos 
sess  fierseif  of  fhat  cite  ; and  it  rvas  not  their  inten 
sioH  to  incur  the  expence  of  being  constantly  pi  e- 
pared  to  repel  the  first  incursions  of  the  enemy  ; he 
did  not  know  the  intention  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration in  that  respect,  but  presumed  it  was  acting 
on  the  same  policy.  In  case  the  British  should  take 
posseS'  ion  of  Orleans,  the  western  people  must  ne- 
cessarily he  called  on  to  drive  them  out;  and  he  doubt 
ed  very  much  whether  it  would  either  be  a very  ac- 
cenlab'e  occupation  or  a very  easy  task.  He  had 
aUvay.s  disapproved  of  this  policy,  and  in  the  event 
of  war,  he  thought  it  wise,  not  only  to  be  prepared 
for  delenceaf  all  points,  but  to  give  the  first  blow. 
H * believed  in  the  end  it  would  be  found  not  only 
the  wisest,  but  the  most  economical  policy  both  in 
hlo-'d  end  freasure. 

Having  presented  to  the  senate  the  objects  to 
which  the  existing  military  establishment  ought  to 
be  assigned,  according  to  the  view's  of  the  commit 
tee,  he  would  proceed  to  enquire,  whether  the  addi 
tional  force  recommended  w'ould  be  more  than  com 
petent  to  the  objects  to  which  it  must  necessaiilv 
be  assigned,  and  which  ought  mique.stionab]y  to  be 
effected  by  it.  In  case  of  war,  an  event  hedeorecat 
ed  as  much  as  any  gentieman  present,  the  new  armv 
would  have  to  man  your  fortifications  on  the  sea 
board  from  Norfolk  to  the  extremities  of  our  terri- 
tory, north  and  east,  and  to  occupy  Canada.  These 
are  the  contemplated  and  indispensable  objects  of 
this  army,  in  the  estimation  of  the  executive  and  the 

bon.orabie  mover,  as  well  as  of  the  committee. 

The  question  will  therefore  turn  upon  theaccuraev 
and  correctness  of  their  respective  calculations  as 
to  the  quantum  of  force  necessary  to  effect  these 
objects. 

Mr,  Giles  said  he  had  a conversation  with  the  se 
cretary  for  the  department  of  war,  in  his  character 
of  chairman  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations, in 
which  the  secretary  did  endeavor  to  demonstrate 
to  him  that  a smaller  number  of  men  than  25,000. 
would  answer  these  objects  ; but  so  far  from  produc 
ing  this  conviction  it  satisfied  him  that  the  number 
was  too  small  He  thought  that  every  inference 
drawm  by  the  honorable  secretary  ought  to.have 
been  inverted.  ■ For  instance,  he  was;asked  how 
many  men  v/ere  inuispensallv  necessary  to  man 
the  fortifications  at  New  York  ? The  honorable  .se- 
cretary replied  2,000;  but  he  intended  to  make 

1.000  answer,  and  would  rely  for  the  rest  of  the 
complement  on  the  local  militia.  Now%  said  Mr. 
Giles,  he  inferred,  if  2,000  men  were  necessary  foi 
that  most  exposed  and  important  position,  that 

1.000  w'on  id  uot  answer  wifn  the  precai  ions  and  ac 
cidental  aid  of  the  local  militia  ; that  2,000  ou.crht  to 
by.  c..lci.lU,cd  on  for  that  service  ; and  if  with  the 
aid  of  the  ioc..i  oidiiia  they  could  protect  NewYork 
agaii'.sl  the  (otcc  Gre-ai  Biitain  might  detach  at^ainst 
that  citv,  thev  would  perform  their  full  share  of  the 
toils  and  perils  ofthe  war. 


direct  the  force  she  might  liave  at  command  against 
that  city.  Then  why  send  1 ,000  on  a service,when 
w-e  know  that  2,000  are  necessary,  and  perhaps  in- 
competent ? Is  it  because  the  United  States  have 
not  the  capacity  to  send  2,000  ? 'I'hat  question  shall 
be  examined  presently.  The  same  ob.5c;  ration  W’ill 
apply  to  the  protection  of  Rhode  Island,  where  2000 
more  will  be  necessary  ; and  1,000  will  be  as  few 
as  can  possibly  be  detached  for  the  other  fortifica- 
tions. Admitting  then  5,000  men  to  be  necessary 
to  man  the  various  fortifications  on  the  sea  board, 
and  supposing  every  man  to  be  r.aised,  as  p'oposed 
in  the  bill,  there  will  be  a disposable  force  of  only 
20,000  men  for  the  occupation  of  Canada.  But  up- 
on the  executive  project  there  would  be  left  for  that 
service  only  5,000  men  ; unless,  indeed  the  western 
and  southern  frontiers  should  be  left  unprotected, 
or  the  fortifications  on  the  sea  board  should  be  only 
half  manned,  and  ofcour.se  left  to  the  sport  of  the  en- 
emy, Mr.  G.  said  he  app?  ehended  m the  first  onset 
of  the  war,  G.  Britain  would  direct  her  force  to  the 
occupation  of  New'  York  and  Orleans  ; and  if  she 
should  possess  herself  of  those  two  points,  he 
would  venture  to  predict  that  the  administration 
w'hich  comniencetl  the  W'ar  would  not  finish  it  ; 
c.epecial]y  under  a system  of  polipy  which  w'ouid  on- 
ly furnish  one  half  of  the  means  deemed  necessary 
for  their  protection — yes,  sir,  knowm  to  be  inade- 
quate at  the  time  of  applying  it.  What  apology 
could  be  made  to  an  injured  nation  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ? We  knew  2,000  men  to  be  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  New  York  ; but  we  sagely  deter- 
mined to  apply  one  thousand  only  to  that  object, 
for  fear  of  incurring  the  expence  of  the  requisite 
number.  This  would  be  self-condemnation.  The 
people  would  lose  all  confidence  in  such  calculators 
and  w'ould  certainly  make  the  expeiiment  of  a 
change.  Under  such  circumstances,  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  would  be  the  first  to  cry  out  for  a change  of  ad- 
ministration ; for  it  would  not  be  possible  to  loose 
by  it.  Defend  New  York  with  all  the  judgment 
and  skill  you  can  command  ; fill  the  foi  tificotions 
with  the  full  complement  of  troops  amply  provit'ed  ; 
call  in  the  local  militia,  &c,  and  he  should  not  be 
surpiised  if  the  British  should  get  possession  of  that 
city.  But  then  there  would  be  no  blame  on  the  ad- 
ministration ; all  its  duties  will  have  been  perform- 
ed : and  the  result  would  rest  upon  the  fortune  of 
war  ; but  a single  act  of  neglect  or  misconduct 
vvoiild  certainly  deprive  the  administration  of  the 
public  confidence. 

If,  sir,  G.  Britain  should  get  possession  of  New- 
York and  Odeans,  and  yon  should  get  possession 
of  Canada,  you  would  be  very  glad  to  make  the  ex- 
change upon  the  termination  of  the  war.  Therefore, 
take  care  of  these  two  points. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  he  also  requested  the  henorable 
seeretarv  to  con^nic  with  the  president,  and  inform 
him,  as  die  president’s  seeretarv,  whether  the  pre- 
sident wished  to  have  the  number  of  men  reduced  ? 
or  whether  he  h id  a preference  for  any  other  num- 
ber? The  reply,  after  the  consultation,  very  proper- 
ly was,  that  the  pre.ricitnt  had  no  opinion  to  oiler  on 
that  point.  He  considered  it  a subject  of  legislative 
aiscreliou,  &c.  Of  course  any  informal  executive 
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views  ought  not  to  be  substituted  for  our  own  uiscre 
tion  ant!  responsibility'.  Mr.  Giles  said,  he  knew 
it  had  been  suggested,  and  perhaps  I'roin  very  higli 
authority,  that  nothing  was  necessary  to  induce 
Great  Britain  to  recede  from  her  aggi  essions,  but  to 
convince  her,  that  instead  of  opposing  to  them  in- 
eflicient  commercial  restrictions,  they  would  be 
resisted  with  physical  force  ; and  that  raising  ten 
thousand  men,  would  produce  this  conviction, 
without  incurring  lurther  expense.  This  sugges- 
tion furnished  one  of  his  strongest  objections  to 
limiting  the  force  to  be  raised  to  ten  thousand  men. 
Sof.r  from  producing  that  conviction  on  the  Bri 
tish  cabinet,  he  was  convinced  it  w'oiild  produce 
precisely  the  opposite  effect.  The  British  cabinet 
would  look  at  the  means  provided  for  effecting  the 

object,  as  the  best,  evidence  of  the  object  itselt. 

And  as  these  means  would  be  viewed  so  utterly 
inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  war,  the  cabinet 
-would  neeessaiily  conclude,  that  we  were  not  in 
earnest;  that  we  were  joking  even  upon  the  most 


“ With  syllogisms  ’twill  make  a clatter. 

With  abstract  rights,  three  deckers  batter  ; 

An  emptv  purse  ut  millions  shake, 

And  no  trade  ’gainst  a free  tiade stake  ; 

Of  rotting  piX)auce  count  the  gain, 

A seaboard  coast  shut  from  the  main  ; 

To  seamen  recommend  the  loom. 

And  on  each  mast  to  fix.  the  broom  ; 

Merchants  for  lack  of  foreign  wares. 

To  retail  apples,  plumbs  and  pears.” 

Limit  all  our  rnighry  efforts  to  10,000  men,  and 
it  will  atford  a better  subject  for  another  pasquinade 
than  the  president’s  message  had  done  for  the  one 
just  read.  He  should  not  have  ventured  to  read 
Uiese  paragraphs  to  the  senate,  however,  if  these 
impressions  were  meiely  local.  But  he  believed 
similar  impressions  pervaded  Europe  and  Aineuca, 
and  had  imfoi Lunacely  (ound  their  way  into  the 
Erench  and  British  cabinets.  Nor  should  behave 
thought  tliesc  sarcasms  worth  rega-  d,  were  it  not 
for  the  truisms  with  which  they  were  pointed. 


serious  suiiject;  that  war  was  not  intended,  and  j When  the  due  de  Cadore,  upon  his  review  ol  our 


would  not  bp  resorted  to  under  any  circumstances. 

This  impression,  the  necessary  result  of  oui-  for- 
mer measures,  has  become  so  general,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  we  have  mucii  to  do  to  retrieve 
our  lost  reputation  : we  do  not  stand  upon  original 
ground.  Our  measures  must  be  of  a very  dilferent 
character  from  what  tney  iiave  been,  to  pioduce  the 
desired  conviction,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  Hav- 
ing changed  our  principle  of  action  from  commer 
cial  restrictions,  to  phy.sical  force,  limiting  that 
force  to  ten  thousand  men  would  be,  in  Ids  judg- 
ment as  much  trifling  with  the  energies  of  the  na- 
tion, as  inefficient  commercial  restrictions  had  here- 
tofore been  tr  ining  with  the  character  and  interests 
of  the  nation,  and  he  feared  was  dictated  by  the  same 
unfortunate  imbecile  spirit  and  policy.  Mr,  Giles 
said  that  whilst  upon  this  part  of  thesubject,  he  beg 
ged  to  be  excused  for  reading  a few  paragt  aphs  frotn 
a 

evenin 

sident’s  message  at  Ciuehec  ; t!»e  very  poiik  to  which  | be  continued 
the  proposed  force  might  probably  be  directed.  It 
fully  demonstrates  the  irnpres.sions  e.xisling  there, 
and  which  have  been  pi  oduceu  by  our  tormer  mea- 
sures. 


proccetiings,  told  us  officially  that  he  would  have 
e.xpected  more  from  a Jamaica  assembly,  he  thought 
it  boih  impertinent  and  in  ;oieul  ; bui.  .he  point  of 
the  oiVence  was  a consciousness  that  it  was  too 
much  like  the  truth.  It  is  the  tiui-sm  vviheh  fo.  rns 
the  sting  of  every  sarcasm.  We  find  the  emperor 
Napoleon,  too,  acting  under  theoe  same  iin]jres- 
sioas,  when  iieseizes  and  conuccaies  your  properiy, 
witnout  even  a plausible  pretext.  The  only  ground 
on  which  he  acted,  was  a conviction  that  you 


would  not  resent  it,  and  he  therefore  might  plunder 
with  impunity.  The  same  impressions  direct  the 
British  cabinet  in  its  “ inflexibie  hostility  ” and  its 
war  upon  our  commerce,  “ both  in  character  and 
effect,  brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  ter- 
ritory.” If  our  protracted  moderation,  wonderful 
moderation,  Sec.  by  which  he  presumed  were  meant 
cur  feeble  contrivances  for  the  la.st  three  years,  and 
newspaper,  wliich  he  accidentally  picked  up  last  on  which,  he  feared,  the  requisition  of  10,000  men, 
rening,  containing  the  annunciation  of  the  Pre  j was  a branch  both  in  spirit  and  policy,  should  still 

he  believed  it  would  degenerate  into 
sornet.bing  of  a very  different  character,  and  -vi  ould 
leceive  a very  dilferent  denomination  from  tha 
public. 


Quebec,  Nov.  18. 


Mr.  Giles  begged  the  senate  to  turn  its  attention 
to  the  means  of  resistance  now’  actually  in  Canada, 


and  from  12  to  15,000 
militia,  drawn  from 


:arth.  From  that  speech  shall  we  learn  thatl^  10,000  regular  troops,  a 
i'ible  being,  John  Bull,  does  not  suffer  i 

lanned  and  equioped  at  population  of  nearly  300,000  souls  It  therefore 
IG  ;,iia  . Vhf  fUof  I your  troops  could  be  ready  to  act  in  Lne  spring  be- 

jfore  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  andbeforethe  Biiti.sh 


the  ten 

thousand  armed  vessels,  m 

an  enormous  exp-ence,  to  He  wholly  idle  ; but  tha 
they  are  guilty  of  the  audacious  tvrannv  of  bein'J-,  in  ‘ - - 

some  degree,  a check  on  the  violent  Inciinatiohs  ofl  ^ould  throw  further  succouis  into  that  country,  it 
Dame  Columbia  to  extend  her  arms  to  cherish,  ai J ' to  Elm  there  would  be  very  good  employ- 


himself  on  a level  with  the  imbecility  of  the  United  i 
ships.  Unpardonable  i.s  the 

gilrvsnre  t 'haf  «■ 

the 

the  L*ion  s provuier,  is  not  pcrm 
provender  to  the- support  of  lire  Tyger,  with  a view 
to  the  destruction  of  the  Lion.  ’ ” 

“The  speech  may  not  say  these  things  in  direct 
terms  ; but  suen  will  unquestionably  be  its  mean 
hig  : 


Great  Bri: 

countered  in  1775,  1776,  &Cc.  and  aithough  .some 

that  slie  was 
that  s!i 
nee,  &:c 

&.C.  and  of  course  had  at  command  very  H tle  oi.  pos 
able  force,  he  viewed  the  subject  verv  diherentiy. 

It  is  true.  Great  Britain  is  engaged  with  a formida- 
ble enemv  ; b'jt  hitherto  she  has  greatly  the  advan- 
tage in  tne  v.ur.  '.Vh ere  has  she  lost  one  inch  of 
terriiory  ? V/hat  acquisilioa  of  Unitory  and  popu- 
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lation  has  she  not  made,  both  in  the  East  and  VVe-t 
Indies?  What  oustacle  is  she  now  opposing  to  the 
Occiipalion  of  the  southern  peninsula  by  her  enemy 
So  far  from  her  population  being  diniinished  at 
home,  it  appeared  to  be  greatly  increased  bv  the 
last  census,  notwitstandiug  all  the  distresses  and 
starvations  we  have  heard  of,  &.c.  Count  the 
immbei-  of  French  and  English  prisoners,  and  you 
will  find  that  Great  Britain  has  the  advantage  of 
p.-rhaps  ten  to  one.  Her  fleet  is  unr’vailed — of 
course  le^t  more  free  to  act  than  at  any  time  duiing 
the  re-volutiona.y  war.  He  therefore  concluded  tha^ 
we  should  have  to  centend  with  thesame  Great 
Britain,  we  did  lit.en,  wiih  renovated  powers  and 
rv‘on:c  . Yet  to  this  power,  it  is  proposed  to 
oppose  onl  y 10,000  additional  troops  Mr.  G.  said 
it  was  uncertain  iiow  long  Great  Britain  might 
keep  her  arm  v upon  the  peninsula  ; but  whenever  it 
shall  be  withdrawn,  either  by  choice  or  nece.isity, 
she  will  have  a very  formidable  disposable  force,  in 
numbers,  skill  and  bravery  ; and  whether  she  with 
draws  that  army  or  not,  you  will  find  that  she  will 


command  a respectable  force  for  the  protection  of 
Canada,  if  you  wait  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice 
V Inch  now  envelopes  all  the  avenues  of  that  country. 
Time  therefure  is  all  important,  and  not  a moment 
for  preparations  ought  to  be  lost. 

France,  it  is  true,  has  astonis!iin.gly  aggrandised 
herself  during  the  existing  war  in  Europe:  but  it 
has  been  none  at  tne  expense  of  other  nations,  not  of 
G:eat  Britain.  Great  Britain  has  had  her  share  of 
the  spoils  also. 

Let  us  then  not  undervalue  our  enemj^.  Sir,  this 

project  oflimiung  our  efforts  to  10,000  men,  seems 
to  be  t,oo  much  upon  the  plan  of  a scare  crow,  and 
it  appeared  to  be  regarded  in  that  light  by  some 
gentlemen.  He  said  Great  Britain  was  the  last  na 
tion  on  earth,  that  he  would  undertake  to  frighten 
with  scare-crows  ; besides,  even  upon  the  scare  crow 
plan,  he  should  suppose  that  25,000  men  would  be 
better  than  10, 000.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  disliked  this 
project  extrerneiy,  from  another  consideration 
which  it  forcibly  impressed  upon  his  mind.  It 
must  evidently  have  been  recommended  by  the 
same  spirit  and  policy  which  had  heretofore  relied 
upon  the  chjipter  ol  accidents  for  success,  and  not 
upon  our  own  energies  and  resources.  It  seems  to 
have  been  founded  on  the  hope,  that  Great  Britain 
would  leceae  without  an  effort  on  our  part.  It  is  a 
.allacious  hope.  I'he  hope  itself  will  alw’a vs  defeat 
ns  own  objects,  by  avoiding  the  means  necessarvto 
ensure  Its  own  success.  He  said  w'.e  had  enioVed 
.a  long  coarse  of  prosperity  ; but  we  ought  not  to 
calciiJate  upon  a perpetual  exemption  from  the  com- 
mon calamities  of  nations.  When  days  of  adversitv 
Phall  arrive,  we  should  meet  them  with  becoming 
fortuude  and  energy.  He  deprecated  that  .soinL 
Whicn  appeared  to  be  longing  and  whining 
af.er  prosperity  that  is  past,  as  if  it  feared  to 
look  adversity  in  the  face.  Mr.  president,  when 
adversity  comes,  you  must  look  her  in  the  face  • 
yes,  sir,  you  must  stare  her  out  of  countenance’ 
you  must  nu-ct  her  with  courage  and  with  means’ 
sufficient  to  subdue  her.  Mr.  president,  if  a'ter  we 
have  been  solemnly  called  together  ’ 
communications  of  great  and 
^nd  after  our  meeting  have  been  told,  that  our  in 
dependence  IS  at.  hazard;  that  there  is  actual  war 
both  in  character  and  effect,  upon  our  lawful  con,’ 
inerce  brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territo- 
»y  ; that  rights  are  tiampled  uoon  which  no  inde 
pendent  nation  can  relinquish,  ike.  &c.  when  in 
snort,  our  wrongs  are  painted  in  such  lowing 


to  receive 
weighty  matters  ; 


terms,  as  to  have  set  the  whole  nation  on  fire;  tf^ 
after  all  this,  we  should  taper  down  to  providing 
iOjOUO  men  to  subaue  such  a crisis,  would  it  not  be 
;i  wonderful  discovery  in  the  art  of  sinking?  Would 
;t  not  undervalue  the  resou:  ces  and  energies  of  the 
nation?  Would  it  not  imult  and  deceive  the  na- 
tional spirit  and  expectations  ? Whether  he  viewed 
this  subject  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  naiioai 
or  the  party  in  power,  he  should  eqtiallv  protest 
against  this  little  miserable  policy  of  resorting  to 
means  so  utterly  incoinpcteni:  to  the  objects.  Me 
cautioned  the  party  in  power  iwx  as  he  often  /iucl 
done  before,  against  longer  sporting  with  the  na- 
tional sensibility,  the  national  character  and  the 
national  interests. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  in  making  the  calculations  of  the 
degree  of  force  required, the  committee  was  precluded 
taking  into  the  estimate  an  auxiliary  force  to  be  de- 
i ived  from  the  militia  : because  an  impression  appear- 
ed to  be  ahnost  universally  entertained, that  congress 
could  not  constitutionally  command  the  services  of 
ihe  militia  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ; 
of  course  the  regular  force  must  be  proportionably 
augmented.  He  said,  although  he  believed  he  stood 
single  and  alone,  he  protected  against  this  doctrine, 
— He  did  not  propose  now  to  examine  this  question 
—because  it  would  be  useless.  He  would, however, 
read  the  clause  of  the  constitution,  w>bich  gave  to 
congress  the  power  of  calling  forth  the  militia,  and 
make  one  or  two  remarks  on  it.  Congress  shall 
have  power  “to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mili- 
tia, to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union,  to  suppress  in- 
surrections, and  repel  invasions.”  I’he  fu  st  object 
for  which  the  militia  may  be  called  forth,  is  to  exe* 
cute  the  laws  of  the  union.  A law  declaring  war, 
is  a law  of  the  union  ; and  if  the  war  is  to  he  carri- 
ed on  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
St  11  a law  to  be  executed,  although  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  the  United  States  ; and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  militia  could  not  be  called  forth  to 
execute  it.  Indeed  it  is  one  of  those  laws,  to  the 
execution  of  which  force  is  indi.spensably  and  pro- 
perly applicable  ; and  if  the  laws  can  have  a legiti- 
mate influence  bevond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  the  power  of  congress  over  (he  militia  must 
be  co  extensive  with  the  laws,  which  are  thus 
required  to  be  executed.  He  would  only  observe 
further,  that  when  this  sub  ect  was  more  particu- 
larly brought  into  discussion  on  a former  occasion, 
it  was  said,' that  even  in  Great  Britain,  trie  militia 
could  not  be  ordered  out  of  Great  Britain  ; no,  not 
even  to  Ireland.  But  it  should  now  be  recollected, 
that  since  that  time,  the  Briti.sh  par  liament,  wl:  hout 
even  a question  as  to  the  right,  has  ordered  Bi  iii.'-h 
militia  to  Ireland,  and  Irish  militia  to  Great  Bi  itain. 
Tw’enty-six  regiments  are  said  to  be  transposed  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  in  considering  the  peculiar  geo- 
graphical situation  of  the  United  States  ; with  co- 
lonies at  each  end  of  them,  belonging  to  pow'er'ul 
distant  nations, vl'ilh  which  we  may  be  often  brought 
into  collision,  it  woitld  be  unfortunate  for  the  Unit- 
ed State.s,  if  the  militia  bordering  on  the  lines  p/' 
separation,  could  not  be  called  forth  fur  any  f 
of  chastisement,  or  any  otherobject  the  goverTT^^^B 
might  have  in  view,  in  relation  to  those  cohmies  or 
their  respective  mother  countries.  If  such  be  the 
unfortonate  organization  or  interpretation  of  the 
constitution,  an  amendment  for  remedying  so  im- 
portant a defect  ought  to  be  instantly  propose 
adopted.  Its  inconvenience  is  now  sensib)- 
n.^'eclndin.g  all  reliance  upon  that  import' 
ry  force,  Geulleinen,  however,  prop 
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this  defect  by  a volunteer  force,  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
vvonid  not  reject,  nor  did  he  mean  to  disparage  this 
species  of  force.  Botfroin  the  nature  of  its  organi- 
zation, it  cannot  be  suited  to  oiFensive  vvai’,  nor  to 
the  occupation  of  a country  after  it  should  be  taken. 
He  tiad  been  told  too,  by  military  gentlemen,  with 
out  exception,  that  u was  aiways  found  to  he  trie 
mo^l  ex^e/inve  and  lea^t  pjfic.ent  foi  ce.  H-.  hat  diy  ex- 
pected to  nave  heard  it  reiied  noon  for  the  contern 
plated  object,  by  the  honorable  mover,  because  he 
thought  that  gentleman  concurred  wuh  tiie  other 
experienced  military  gentlemen  in  these  i espccts. 

Mr.  G.  said,  upon  an  impartial  view  of  all  the 
considerations  he  just  had  the  honor  to  suggest,  he 
thought  it  was  demonstrated,  that  the  force  propo- 
sed was  not  nioie  than  competent  to  the  obj'*cts  ol 
the  government  ; and  that  a smaller  number  would 
correspond,  ncitiier  with  the  national  spirit  nor  ex- 
pectations. lie  would  therefore  proceed  fo  consi- 
der, whether  tht  number  proposed,  exceeded  the 
national  capacity  to  furnish. 


[to  ilK  CONTINUED.] 


Tweli’di  Congress. 

IN  SeNAiE. 


lMonda\j,  Jarmary  Id. — hlr,  Giles  from  the  com 
mitteelo  whom  was  referred  the  bill auihorlsing  tiie 
purchase  of  ordnance  and  oi'dnancc  . lores,  camp 
equipage  and  otiier  quarter  mai>ter’.s  stores  and  small 
arms,  repotted  it  without  amendment. 

The  senate  lesumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  biii  in  additirin  to  the  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  Uaiited  States  and  Great  Biitaln  and 
France  and  iheir  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ; the  fun  iier  cousideratlon  ihefcuf,  togetlier 
with  an  amen  iinent  to  it  proposed  by  iMr.  Smllh 
|of  Md.)  was  postponed  till  VVedneoday  next. 

The  senate  i esumed  the  couaidei  alion  of  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum,  talFia  or  othei 
spirituous  liquor  distilled  from  sugar  cane,  sugar  or 
molasses,  during  the  continuance  of  the  act  con- 
cerning the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  tor  other  purpesesj 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  senate  a statement  of  the 
quantity  of  ram  imported  into  the.  United  States 
during  the  year  ending  September  IbU,  where 
imported  and  from  whence.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Giles, 

I'he  bill  authorising  the  purchase  of  oidance 
and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage  and  other 
quarter  master’s  stores  aud  small  arms,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  by  unanimous  consent; 
twenty  two  gentlemen  being  present.  Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  1-f, — I’he  bill  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  di.strict  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  North  Carolina  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a select  committee  composed  of  Messrs. 
Franklin,  Horsey  and  Lloyd. 

Wednesday,  Ja:zuary  15 — The  senate  resumed, 
m committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit 
Dortation  of  rum,  tatha  and  other  spirituous 
from  sugar  cane,  sugar  or  molasses, 

• j,  T Qj  concerning  the 

"^urse  between  the  United  State.s 
’ F'ranc",  and  their  deoenden 
“5.  Postponed  till  Monday 

' committee  of  the 


whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  together  w'ith  the  amend- 
ment pioposed  to  it.  Postponed  till  'Pnesday  next. 

The  considei ation  of  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
act  coiicerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  with  the  amendment  thereto 
was  i esnmed,  aud  also  postponed  until  'I'uesday  next. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  North  Carolina,  was 
reported  by  Mr.  Franklin  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  a third  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

"Friday,  January  10. — Mr.  Lewis  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  to  incorporate 
the  trustees  of  Washington  College;  which  Avas 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Blackledge,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  I cfei  red  the  resolution  respecting  the  dl.strict 
court  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a, hill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  distiict  couits  of  North  Caro- 
lina [which  provides  that  these  coui  ts  shall  be  held 
at  Rdeiiton,  on  the  third  Mondays  in  April  and  Oc- 
tober; at  Newberw,  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the 
third  Monday  in  those  months,  and  at  VV'ilniington 
on  the  ttiird  Monday  after.]  This  bill  was  twice  read 
and  ordered  for  be  eiigros.sed  for  a thii  d reading. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  said,  that  having  been 
engaged  in  raiding  a large  military  for  ce,  he,  for  one, 
if  the  United  States  were  to  incur  this  expence, 
was  disposed  to  give  them  employment,  not  proba- 
bly though  the  identical  employment  of  which  the 
house  had  heard  so  much.  It  was  the  boast  of  the 
Rom?.n  legion  and  its  commanders,  that  the  Roman 
soldiery  was  as  well  versed  in  the  use  of  the  pickaxe 
and  the  spade  as  the  firelock  ; and  so  essential  was 
it  deemed  h}'  that  wl.se  and  military  people  that  the 
soldiery  should  not  only  be  able  to  perform  their  mi- 
litary duty,  but  be  useful  as  labourers,  that  their  mi- 
litary levies  were  always  made  from  the  country, 
from  men  engaged  in  the  employment  of  husband- 
ry, in  prei'erence  to  the  dissolute  and  profligate 
loungers  of  the  town.  Me  for  one,  had  been,  for 
a long  time,  surprised  that  the  government  should 
be  paying  immense  sums  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  for  labor,  whilst  the  soldiery,  which  annual- 
ly draw  millions  from  the  treasury,  are  kept  in  a 
-State  of  perfect  idleness,  leading  to  depravity  and 
dissoluteness  of  manners.  He  believed  that  regular 
and  wholesome  labor  would  not  only  have  a good 
clfect  in  preserving  the  health  of  our  soldiers,  bul: 
it  would  render  the  load  of  life  which  they  are  at 
present  compelled  to  bear,  less  burdensome,  and 
prevent  them  from  having  recourse  to  intoxication. 
If  they  were  to  he  employed  in  digging  the  Presi- 
dent’s bouse  or  the  war  office  from  under  ground, 
it  would  not  only  give  them  an  appetite  for  their  re^ 
gnlar  meals,  butsmne  appetite  for  their  existence. 

At  this  moment  it  is  contemplated  by  the  govern- 
ment to  perforin  .some  works  of  great  utility.  We 
have  already  decided  that  if  these  men  shall  be  rais. 
ed,  and  if  the  public  service  does  not  require  them 
to  be  employed,  the  president  shall  not  have  the  pow- 
er ofdLbanding  them  ; but  before  the  bill  can  be 
carried  into  operation,  a considerable  time  iifust 
elapse;  and  if  there  be  no  war  our  large  peace  es- 
tablishment will  be  entirely  out  of  employ,  except 
that  they  may  shoulder  their  muskets  on  the  south 
side  of  some  range  of  buildings. 

Believing  therefore,  that  the  employment  of 
these  men,  would  not  only  be  useful  in  forwarding 
works  of  public  utility,  but  tend  to  their  ownoom^ 
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fort  and  happiness — if  there  can  be  such  a thing  as  a ; 
happy  mercenary  slave — and  insouie  measure,  sup  ^ 
ply  that  loss  oflabor  which  is  taken  out  of  the  mat  - i 
ket  by  their  enlistment ; he  wished  some  measure; 
to  be  adopted  for  this  purpose.  He  also  believed  thai ; 
if  the  officers  had.soniething  jike  employment,  by: 
overlooking  their  men,  and  seeing  that  they  per- , 
formed  their  work  properly,  they  would  be  thereby  j 
materially  benehtted  ; for  be  could  conceive  of  no  : 
thing  so  injurious  to  the  comfort  of  a man  as  lead  i 
ing  the  life  of  a drone  without  business.  The  great- 1 
est  geniuses  of  the  age  spending  their  time  in  this  | 
way,  would  become  drones  and  dead  weights  on  so-j 
ciety.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  following  resoiu- j 
tion  : I 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  j 
States  be  authorised  to  employ  the  regular  army  ofi 
the  United  States  when  not  engaged  in  actual  ser-j 
vice,  and  when  in  his  judgment,  the  public  interest 
will  not  be  thereby  injured,  in  theconstruction  of 
roads,  canals,  or  other  works  of  public  utility.’’ 

Mr.  R.  wished  thi.s  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  ; 
but  this  was  objected  to,  and  a debate  arose.  In  the 
course  of  which  the  resolution  was  amended,  by; 
adding  the  word  ‘‘fortifications”  be.ffire  the  words,! 

roads  and  canals,”  vand  instead  of  taking  a ques 
tion  on  the  resolution’s  lying  on  the  table,  it  was 
taken  on  its  passage  and  negatived  102  to  15.  The 
affirmatives  were  Messrs.  Bieecker,  Brigham,  Ely, 
Emott,  Fitch,  Jackson,  Law,  Lewis^.  Nelson,  Fit- 
kin,  Potter,  Randolph,  Stanford,  Wheaton  and 
White. 

The  House  went  into  a committee  on  the  bill 
authorising  the  president  to  accept  of  the  service  of 
a volunteer  corps  ; but  rose  without  takiugany  ques- 
tion, and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Senate  informed  the  house  by  message,  that 
they  had  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  tlie 
amendment  which  this  house  had  insisted  upon,  to 
the  bill  for  raising  a military  force  So  that  this 
bill  now  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  president  to 
become  a law.  Adjourned. 

Satard(iy,  January  11. — The  Spea.ker  yesterday 
Lid  before  the  hou"e  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  in  relation  to  the  nav3^  pension  fund,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Mr.  Milnor  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 
“ Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en 
quire  and  report  whether  any  and  what  .‘.Iterations 
are  necessary  in  the  act  prescribing  the  mode  in 
which  public  acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  any  state  shall  be  authenticated  so  as  to  beacknow 
iedged  in  every  other  state.” — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Little  presented  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  house,  as  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, a list  of  the  whole  number  of  vessels  captured 
upon  the  ocean  under  the  authority  of  the  British  go 
vern  meat,  their  value  and  their  cargoes,  since  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  navigation  and 
commerce  of  1794,  and  also  the  amount  ofindemni- 
fication,if  any  has  been  made,  during  the  same  peri 
od  to  the  citizens  of  Lne  United  States,  on  account 
of  the  aforesa-id  captures,  condemnations ‘and  de 
tentions.”  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitkin  called  up. for  consideration  two  reso- 
lutions which  he  laid  upon  the  table  on  the  23d  ult. 
calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  state 
ments  of  the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  State-, 
within  each  state  and  territory  for  every  year  since 
the  4th  of  March  1789  ; and  the  gross  amount  of 
customs  within  each  state  and  territory  for  the  same 
period,  which  was  agreed  to. 


Theliouse  resolved  itself  into  a c-ommittec  of  the 
whole  on  the  biil  authorising  the  president  of  the 
I United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volun- 
teer military  corps,  Mr.  Busseit  in  the  chair  ; when 
Mr.  Porter  moved  to  stiikc  out  the  three  fir.'-t  sec- 
iions  of  the  bill  last  reported  by  the  commi.tec  of 
foreign  relations,  which  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  the  officers  m the  manner  prescribed  by  law  in  the 
several  states  and  territories,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  four  first  sections  of  the  bill  fii  ot  re- 
ported by  the  same  committee  which  gave  authoii- 
ly  to  the  president  to  appoint  the  officers.  Con.^i- 
derable  debate  took  place  on  this  subject,  which 
shall  be  given  hereafter.  Ail  seem  willing  that  these 
volunteers  should  be  raised  ; but  there  is  a great  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  organizing 
them.  If  they  a.rc  to  be  considered  in  the  fight  of 
militia  and  officered  by  the  several  states,  doubts 
are  entertained  whether  they  can  be  employed  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  United  Slates  ; and  if  they  are 
officered  by  the  president,  under  an  engagement 
for  a limited  time  they  will  be  nothing  different  fi  om 
the  regular  force,  except  that  they  engage  for  a 
shorter  pe.^'iod.  No  question  was  taken,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.  Adjourned. 

Monday,  January  13. — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  the  protest  of  two  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  Indiana  territory  against  the  admission 
of  that  territory  into  the  Union.  Referred  to  the 
select  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  on  this  sub- 
ject had  been  referred. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
on  the  subject  of  depo.i,its  made  of  public  money  in 
the  several  state  banks  since  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  correspondence  which  he  had  held  with 
the  banks  in  relation  thereto., 

Mr.  Seybert  proposed  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house,  a list  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons  who  have  invented  any  new  or  useful  art,  ma- 
chine, manufacture,  or  composition  of  matter,  or 
any  improvernem  thereon, and  to  whom  the  patents 
have  issued  for  the  same  from  that  office,  subse- 
quent to  the  28th  of  December,  1810,  with  the 
dates  and  general  objects  of  such  patents  ; and  also 
that  the  secretary  of  state  be  directed  to  lay  an  an- 
nual report  before  this  house,  embracing  the  above 
objects. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  establishing  a 
quarter  master’s  department,  with  amendments, 
wdiich  was  committed. 

Mr.  Little  called  up  his  resolution  respecting  cap- 
tures made  by  Great  Britain,  of  American  vessels 
and  property  : but  an  amendment  being  moved  to 
add  “ and  any  other  government,”  some  debate  en- 
sued, which  was  interrupted  by 

i Mr.  Porter,  who  said,  though  the  information 
j which  this  resolution  called  for  was  desirable,  lie 
I thought  a discussion  upon  it  ought  not  to  prevent 
la  progress  with  more  important  public  business. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  suf- 
fered to  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  and  that 
the  house  would  take  up  the  bill  authorising  the 
president  to  accept  of  a volunteer  corps. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  house  accord 
ingly  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  3^  ’ 
on  said  bill,  Mr.  Basseti  in  the  chair  ; 
considerable _debate,  the  committee  ro  „ 
edthe  amendatory  bill  with  amen'^ 
corps,  as  (he  hill  note  sLandf,  v' 
corps,  the  ojficers  being  n- 
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The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  .Britain  makes  for  the  impressment  of  our  seamen 
the  house  did  not  take  up  the  amendments,  bat  ad  is  without  foundauon  Our  right  to  naturalize 
iourned  | foreigners  is  established  by  our  constitution;  and 

^ rr.u  c 1 ^ if  a late  publication  of  that  country,  “Abbott  on 

Tuesday,  January  U— The  Speakav  \3.}d  hQlore\  y 


the  house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
containing  astateraent  of  the  sums  paid  to  the  clerks 
in  that  department. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  presentment  against  judge 
Toulmin,  be  discharged  horn  the  lurther  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  as  every  member  who  had 
heard  tlie  representation  read  to  the  house  this 
morning,  must  be  convinced  that  the  charges  made 
against  that  gentleman  were  entirely  vviihout  loan 
dation  ; and  that  he  had  acted  the  part  or  an  up 
right  man. 

Mr.  Poindexter  was  of  opinion  that  the  charges 
brought  against  the  judge  were  not  only  unfounded, 
but  that  they  proceeded  from  corruption;  but  he 
hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  discharged,  as 
he  had  received  a letter  from  the  judge,  in  which  he 
says  he  shall  be  able  to  transmit  such  evidence  as 
will  convince  every  man  that  the  charges  have  no 
foundation.  He  hoped  therefore,  the  papers  w'ould 
remain  referred,  that  a report  might  be  made  upon 
the  subject  which  would  set  the  matter  in  a proper 
light  to  the  world. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  was  ne- 
gatived. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  biiHor  authorising  the  president  to  accept  of  a 
volunteer  corps  ; when,  after  a long  debate,  a ques- 
tion was  taken  on  striking  out  the  w’ords  j'lfiy  thou- 
sand, and  inserting  twenty  Jive  thousand,  and  nega 
tived,  86  votes  to  11 — This  motion  was  made  by  IMr. 
Bacon,  w ith  a view,  if  it  was  carried,  of  afterwards 
bringing  in  another  bill  providing  for  25,000  other 
volunteers  to  be  commissioned  by  the  president, 
for  a short  period — that  the  one  force  might  be  kept 
within  the  United  States, and  the  other  sent  without 
the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  witii 
the -committee  of  the  whole  on  the  amendments  re- 
ported, which  was  carried  by  a large  majority.  It 
being  late,  the  house  adjourned  without  taking  a 
question  on  the  bill’s  being  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Wednesday,  January  15 — The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house,  a letter  from  the  post-master  general, 
with  a report  containing  an  account  of  the  contracts 
entered  into  by  that  department,  and  a list  of  the 
cleiks  and  their  salaries, 

Mr.  Condit  understood  a gentleman  as  saying  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  when  speaking  of  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen  by  the  British  vessels  of  war,  that  had  not 
our  government  asked  too  much,  they  might  have 
obtained  redress.  therefore  moved  the  follow 

ing  resolution,  in  order  to  get  some  information  on 
the  subject  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  furnish  the  house  with  co- 
pies of  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to  our 
minister  at  London,  on  the  subject  of  the  irspress 
ment  of  American  seamen  into  the  naval  service  of 
Great  Br  itain,  excepting  so  much  of  it  as  may  be 
improper  to  disclose,  on  account  of  any  impQnding 
ne;iociatloiis.” 

Mr.  Newton  saw  no  necessity  for  this  resolution, 
as  he  believed  all  Ae  information  which  the  execu- 
tive possessed  on^^s  subject  had  been  laid  before 
congress  and  printed.  He  could  mention  one  cir- 
curustauce  to  shew,  that  the  pretence  which  Gieat 


shipping,”  be  referr  ed  to,  it  will  appear  that  any 
foreigner  who  shall  remain  in  the  British  navy 
three  years,  or  marry  a wdfe  in  England,  shall  be- 
comes subject  of  that  country  ; so  that  while  they 
make  subjects  of  our  citizens,  they  deny  us  the 
right  of  making  citizens  of  their  subjects. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
viz.  the  bill  authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  of  a volunteer  corps.  The  whole 
clay  was  occupied  in  debate.  Several  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  were  made  to  amend  the  bill.  The 
house  adjourned  without  taking  the  question  on  the 
bill’s  going  to  a third  reading. 

[/'b/-  Thursday’s  proceedings  see  next  page — 376  J 
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Baltimore,  January  18,  1812. 

Bank  notes. — For  many  years  past  the  people 
of  the  Eastern  states  have  been  much  vexed  and 
injured  by  a gang  of  counterfeiters  chiefly  rendez- 
vousing in  Canada,  and  detection  was  rendered 
more  difficult  on  account  of  the  moral  impossibili- 
ty of  acquiring  a critical  knowledge  of  the  nume- 
rous and  different  notes  in  circulation.  But  latter- 
ly counterfeits  to  a prodigious  amount  have  been 
discovered  on  the  banks  of  the  middle  states,  some 
of  which  are  admirably  executed.  If  able  to  obtain 
a list  and  description  of  them,  it  shall  have  a place  in 
the  Register.  It  is  stated  that  three  persons  were 
taken  up  at  Washington  city  a few  days  since,  one 
of  whom  had  in  his  possession  counterfeit  notes  to 
the  amount  of  ^ 62,‘JOO. 

In  their  new  emissions  of  paper  many  of  the 
banks  have  taken  what  appears  to  be  the  most  ef- 
fecLual  barrier  to  couuterleits.  The  unrivalled 
beauty  of  their  engraving,  the  joint  labor  of  a con- 
tellation  cf  artists  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  superi- 
ority of  their  paper,  throw,  we  would  hope,  insu- 
perable difficulties  in  the  way  ; and,  besides,  the 
alile  of  the  work  is  so  remarkable  that  every  man 
may  easily  become  acquainted  with  the  genuine 
bills. 

General  Wilkinson. — The  National  Intelligencer 
says — “ it  is  generally  understood  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  [martial  that  lately  sat  at  Frederick 
tovvn]  is  decidedly  in  favor  ol  the  accused.”  From 
the  great  mass  of  testimony  accompanying  the  re- 
port, we  are  given  to  understand  the  decision  of  the 
president  may  not  be  known  for  some  time. 

Additional  Military  force. ~ — The  bill  which  passed 
both  houses  of  congress  for  raising  an  additional 
military  force  of  25,000  men,  was  signed  by  the 
president  on  the  ] 1th  inst.  and  is  therefore  a law, 

Virgmia. — The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
elected  by  the  legislature  to  fill  the  vacancies  iivri.he 
council  occasioned  by  the  constitutional  removal  of 
two  memheis,  the  deatli  of  one,  and  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  two  others — gen.  James  ^^ood,  iV.  H. 
Claiborne,  Robert  Quarles,  Peter  A.  Daniel  and 
John  Campbell. 

John  Brockenhorougk,  late  cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Virginia,  has  been  appointed  pr  esident  in  the  room 
of'.d.  B.  Venable,  deceased. 

hiaseachuselie — The  legislature  of  this  state  met 
at  Boston  on  the  8th  instant.  Governor  Cerry  open- 
ed the  huriueso  of  the  session  with  an  admirable 
speech. 
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On  the  19th  instant,  a proposilion  was  sabrn'tted  phet  was  surrendered  a prisoner  to  ;;ov.  ll.irri ;on# 
to  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania  by  Isaac  fVeaver,  Esq.  jby  some  Indian  chiefs  ; that  'l’ecnrn.>v.l;  his  in-oiher, 
in  the  form  of  certain  resolutions  devising  a me  ! was  to  be  .surrendered  al.so,  in  like  ra.xnner — .md 
tbod  whereby  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of  that  state  I that  the  Indian  chiefs  stated  that  in  the  late  engage- 
might  be  had  on  calling  a convention  to  alter  soineiinent  on  the  W^abash,  the  in. bans  had  loct 


parts  of  the  constitution.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
peo[i>!e  give  a vote  at  the  general  election  in  October 
next,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  voles  are 
given,  and  on  the  tickets  to  be  expressed  whether 
they  will  have  “a  convention”  or  “no  convention.” 
The  amendments  proposed  to  be  made  are  specified, 
and  to  the  following  purport : 


killed,  besides  a juimber  wounded. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  January  16. — A communication  was 
received  from  the  president  containirg  a statement  of 
the  e.\pences  attendant  on  taking  pos.scssicn  o?  the 
1.  Senators  to  hedected  for  only  one  year.  2.  The  1 country  east  of  Perdido.  The  expense  $ ; ais  o 


general  assembly  to  meet  on  the  second  Monday  in 
January,  or  on  a day  appointed  by  law — unless 
otherwise  convened  by  the  governor.  3.  To  deprive 
the  governor  of  the  power  to  negative  a bill— but  a 
bill  not  to  become  a law  w’ithout  his  consent  unless 
rcrpassed  by  the  legislature.  4.  Judges  to  hold  their 
offices  for  seven  years,  if  so  long  they  behave  well. 
5.  Justices  of  the  peace  to  be  elected  by  the  people, 
in  convenient  districts,  for  five  years,  if  so  long  they 
behave  w’ell.  The  number  of  districts  and  justices 
to  be  fi.xedbylaw,  6.  The  third  legi.^lature  to  he 
elected  subsequently  to  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing 
amendments,  and  every  tenth  legislature  to  be  deni- 
ed tlietealter  forever,  shall  have  power  to  make 
amendments,  to  this  constitution,  which,  w'hen 
adopted  by  the  next  succeeding  legislatuie,  shall 
become  a part  of  the  constitution  of  this  common- 
vvcalth. 

Commodore  Rodgers  made  a harbor  at  Martha’s 
Vineyard  about  the  middle  of  December,  in  the 
President.  The  day  of  bis  arrival  a vessel  from 
Sligo,  Ireland,  had  been  cast  cn  shore,  and  the 
pas^engeis,  80  in  number,  vverein  a destitute  con 
dition.  Commodore  R.  administered their  imme- 
diate wants  by  giving  two  dollars  to  each  of  them 
and  offiered  Cvery  other  aid  in  his  power  to  assist 
them  in  getting  to  New-York,  the  plYce  of  their 
destinatidn. 

The  British  Mlmsler,  (it  is  said,  in  the  New  York 
livening  Po.,l ) has  had  a long  conference  will)  the 
president ; demanding  the  object  of  the  military  pre 
parations  going  forward^  £cc.  If  such  is  the  fact, 
he,  doubtless,  received  a proper  reply. 

Delaware. — The  general  asseunbly  of  Delaware 
convened  at  Dover  on  the  Tth  instant.  James  Sykes 
was  chosen  speaker  of  the  senate,  and  Cornelius  P. 
Cimegys  speaker  of  the  house  of  represei’datives. 
Governor  ikaslet’s  message  is  w'orthy  of  the  princi- 
ples for  which  his  father  died  at  Princeton. 

New- Jersey  legislature  has  re-assembled  agreeably 
to  a.djournraent. 

The  road  from  Fort  Hawkins  to  Fort  Stoddart, 
through  the  Indian  territory  i.s  completed,  and  the 
troops  are  returning  to  their  respective  stations. 

The  yellow  fever  rages  violently  in  several  places 
in  Spain — particularly  at  Carthageua  and  in  Murcia 
. — in  the  lalier  6000  pei  sons  are  said  to  have  died  of 
jt.  A dreadful  mortality  also  prevails  in  the  Canary 
Islands. 

Fears  are  entertained  that  the  Nautilus  of  18 
guns,  lieutenant  Sinclair,  and  crew,  are  lost  at  sea. 

ChiUcothe,  January  1. 

The  Shatoamoe  Prophet  a prisoner. — A gentleman 
<jf  intelligence  and  i espectabihly  from  Cincinnati, 
WMO  pas.sed  through  New  Market  (Highland  coun- 
ty) on  Friday  evening,  last  informs  us  that  he  saw 
a gentleman  direct  from  the  Indiana  terntoiy,  who 
informed  him  that  he  had  conversed  with  some 
members  of  the  legislature  of  that  territory,  who 
cotiiraunicated  the  important  facts-— that  the  Pro- 


a list  of  pe.''sons  impressed  Jay  the  British.  Ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  volunteer  bill  was  called  up.  An  amendment 
was  before  the  house  yesterday  which  was  siii!  un- 
der consideration,  which  binds  tlie  volunteers  to 
do  duty  “within  or  out  of  the  United  States.” — 
Considerable  discussion  took  place,  and  at  length 
the  motion  so  to  amend  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover,  Mr.  Gholson. 

After  various  motions,  the  question  recurred, 
shall  the  hill  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  timer 
On  the  question,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called— 
yeas  96 — nays  25. 

it  was  ordered  to  b3  read  a thud  time  to  morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  ol  the 
United  States  was  received  and  read. 

To  the  Senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

I communicate  to  congress  a letter  from  the  En- 
voy Extraordinary  and  nii.uister  plenipotentiary  of 
Gseat  Britain  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the 
ansvi'er  of  the  latter. 

The  continued  evidence  afforded  in  this  corres- 
pondence of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  govern- 
ment against  our  national  rights,  strengthens  the 
considerations  recommending  and  urging  the  pre- 
paration of  adequate  means  for  maintaining  lherr>. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington  Jan.  16,  1812. 

The  house  w’ent  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Lewis  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate 
with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, establishing  a quarter  master’s  department. 

The  committee  went  through  the  bill  and  adopted 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  select  committee, 
rose,  and  reporteiTthem  to  the  house — The  hous^ 
took  up  the  report. 

The  letters  referred  to  in  the  above  mes.sage 
are  lengthy.  Mr.  Foster’s  is  dated  December  I7, 18 li 
and  Mr.  Monroe’s  reply  January  14,  1812.  Mr. 
F.  denies  that  he  had  demanded  that  the  Un.ited 
States  should  insist  on  the  introduction  of  British 
goods  into  France ; but  renewedly  manifests  the 
determination  of  his  government  to  adhere  to  the 
practices  we  complain  of.  Mr.  Monroe  says  “ on 
a full  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, it  is  impossible  to  see  any  thing  short  of  a 
spirit  of  determined  hostility  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  United  States,”  These  letters  are  not 

ver-y  important,  further  than  they  convey  the  seu- 
timents  above  stated  ; yet  we  regret  they  must  lay 
over  until  next  week  ; as,  from  the  number  of  the 
Register  to  be  printed,  and  the  time  required  to 
fold  and  pack  them  for  our  many  subsciibers,  it  is 
in  dispensably  neces.sary  that  one  side  of  our  sheet 
should  be  on  the  press  on  Friday  at  12  o’clock. — 
Rut  this  necessity  vve  hope  to  avoid  for  the  future, 
bv  SQ/ne  arrangements  about  to  be  made.  The 
message  will  probably  put  an  end  to  talking  in  coa- 
gress,  and  it  is  high  time  for  it. 
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-I  wish  no  other  herald, 


“ No  other  speaker  of  my  Uviny  actionsy 
“ To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  hor.est  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — henry  viir. 
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Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TharsdauyJan  16.-The  followin|?  were  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  engrossing  the  “volunteer^uL 
Yeas" — Messrs.  Alston 


Anderson, 


Bartie«,Basset,l«bbJJlackJed^ 


Gold, 
Iluft'- 
Lacock, 


Baker,  Bard, 

, Blount 

Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brown  Bunyell, 

Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clay,  Cochran^  Clopton,  Con- 
dit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dmsmoor 
EiJl,  Emott,  Findley,  Franklin,  G|iolson, 

Green,  Grundy,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  TIawes, 
tv,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King, 

Little  Livingston,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Max- 
well, Moore,^  M‘Bride,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kee  Metcalf, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New^  Newbold,  Olms- 
hvy  Paulding,  Pickens,  Pipeiy  Pond,  Porter,  Qmn- 
cy,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Ko- 
Wts,  RodmanT  Sage.  Simons,  Seaver,  Sevier, 
Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Stanford,  Steward, 
Stow,  Strong,  Sullivan,  Tallman,  Talliat^ 
Traev,  Troup,  Turner,  Van  CortlandL  ^ iutenill, 
Williams,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Wright-96 

Nays — Messrs.  Archer,  Bacon,  Bigelow,  Brig 
ham.  Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenpost  Ely, 
Fisk  Fitch,  B.  Hall,  Jackson,  Key,  Law  Lewis, 
Mosdv,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter  Seybert.  Sturges, 
TaggaVt,  Tallmadge,  Wheaton,  W hite-2o. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

I communicate  to  congress  a letter  from  the  en 
vov  extraordinai-y  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Great  Britain,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the 

answer  of  the  latter.  , , . • 

The  continued  evidence  afforded  in  this  corres- 
Txmdence  of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  go 
vernment  against  our  national  rights,  strengthens 
the  considerations  recommending  and  urging  the 
preparation  of  adequate 

Washington,  Jau.  16, 1812. 

MB.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE, 

Washington,  December  17, 1811. 

Sir— I did  not  mean  to  have  written  to  you  at 
this  moment  on  the  subject  of  our  late  correspon- 
dence but  tliat  I have  had  the  mortification  to 
perceive  statements  circulated  from  highly  respect- 
able sources,  which  gave  a view  of  the  preten 
sions  of  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  United  States 
not  warranted  by  any  of  tlie  letters  which 
had  tlie  honor  to  address  to  you,  and  which  at 
a time  when  discussions  are  continuing  so  impor- 
tant to  tlie  two  countries,  might,  it  left  umectmed 


by  creating  unnecessary  irritation,  Aiiey  might 
throw  obstables  in  the  way  of  a restoration  of  a 
friendly  understanding  between  them. 

I find  it  asserted  in  the  statement  referred  to,  that 
I have,  in  the  name  of  ray  government,  demanded 
that  the  United  States  government  should  pas» 
a law  for  tlie  introduction  of  British  goods  into  the 
American  ports,  and  also  that  the  United  States 
should  undertake  to  force  l^rance  to  receive  into 
her  harbors,  British  manufactures. 

I beg  permission,  sir,  to  declare  that  neither  of 
these  demands  have  been  made  by  me,  and  that  my 
meaning  must  not  have  been  understood,  if  such 
was  conceived  to  have  been  its  import,  I could  not 
have  demanded  the  passage  of  such  a law  as  abovo 
stated,  because  my  government  does  not  pretend  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  government  ofa  friendlv 
power,  nor  did  I mean  to  demand  that  America 
should  force  France  to  receive  our  raanufactui’es. 

All  I meant  to  say  was,  that  the  admission  of 
French  commerce  while  that  of  England  has  been 
excluded  from  the  United  States  port.s,  was  regard- 
ed by  Great  Britain  as  highly  unfriendly  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  that  a continuation  of  such  policy  would  be 
retaliated  upon  by  Great  Britain  with  similar  re- 
strictions on  her  part  which  was  so  far  merely  an 
offering  of  like  for  like.  Rut  while  the  American 
non  importation  act  excludes  British  trade  from  the 
United  States’  ports,  it  must  be  recollected  that  its 
goes  still  further  and  excludes  also  British  arm- 
ed ships  from  American  ports,  while  it  admit* 
those  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  “A  neutral 
nation  is  responsible  for  the  equality  of  its  rules  of 
conduct  towards  the  belligerent  powers”  (touseth* 
words  of  an  American  secretary  of  state  in  the  year 
1796)  and  therefore  the  part  of  tlie  law  which  estab- 
lishes an  inequality  was  justly  an  object  of  more  se- 
rious complaint  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Yq\\ 
are  aware  sir  of  the  advantage  which  his  majesty’* 
enemies  have  derived  from  this  state  of  inequality 
which  enables  them,  though  possessing  no  port  of 
this  hemisphere,  continually  to  prey  on  the  trade  of 
his  majesty’s  subjects,  secure  of  a refuge  for  theiu 
cruizersand  their  prizes. 

The  prohibition  of  entry  to  his  majesty’s  ship* 
under  tliese  circumstances,  might  perhaps  justify 
Great  Britain  in  asserting  that  whatever  reasom 
she  may  have  for  repealing  or  modifying  her  order* 
in  council,  so  as  to  lessen  or  entirely  remove  th* 
pressure  now  unavoidably  laid  on  the  trade  ofAme<% 
rica  as  a neutral  nation,  she  might  yet  refuse  to  en- 
ter into  any  discussion  on  that  subject  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  until  either  by  the  revocation  of  the. 
prohibition  above  stated,  or  the  placing  all  the  bel- 
ligerents under  tlie  same  prohibition.  America 
should  cease  to  violate  the  duties  of  a neutral  nation. 

With  respect,  however,  to  the  supposed  demand 
that  America  should  force  the  entry  of  Britislx 
manufactures  into  France,  it  is  most  particularly 


produce  an  effect  highly  to  be  l^unented  by  both  the  ^ 4.  r i 1 1 ' i vv  * 

V. : J inasmuch  as  I sii,«um  expiaih  m a 


American  and  governments; 

Vofc  li 
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i,-.T<cow.fT>(ior.  appears  to  have  taken  place  upon 
tl>is  r<  iMt  Tlie  question  of  retaliation  on  the 
p’rcrch  decrees  is  directly  one  between  England 
t»nd  Evaiicc,  In  coi'.sequence  of  the  extraordijury 
blockade  of  England,  we  have  in  our  defence  been 
to  blockade  France,  aixl  prohibit  all  trade 
hi’ Fnrch  articles  in  return  for  the  prohibition  by 
France  of  ail  trade  in  English  articles.  This  mea- 
sure ol  retaliation,  it  is  wislied,  should  operate  on 
France  alone,  but  from  the  trade  carried  on  with 
Fnu'ce  by  America,  it  unavoidably  operates  also  on 
ber‘  it  i.s  a measure  to  destroy  the  hrench  trade^  in 
Tedurn  for  tiie  sirnihu'  measure  of  France  on  which 
It  is  retanatoiy  and  its  acting  on  neutrals  is  an 
ircidcntal  effect  of  it,  con^quent  upon  the  submis- 
sion  of  neutrals  to  the  original  measures  of  the 
enemA  against  Great  Britain.  It  is,  indeed,  melan- 
chob  ' drat  the  unnatural  situation  of  Europe  should 
oroducesueha  result,  but  I cannot  see  how  this 
iun  be  considered  a tvar  upon  American  commerce, 
when  all  other  American  trade  but  that  which  is 
carried  on  with  our  enemy’s  ports  in  defiance  m a 
blockade  authorised  by  the  laws  of  retaliation,  is 
nf  ectedby  it  We  complain  that  America  does 
BQt  resist  the  regulations  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
dec  ees,  and  object  to  permitting  the  French  to 
trade  with  her  during  their  continuance  against  the 
commerce  of  England;  but  this  is  not  exacting,  as 
has  been  represented,  that  America  should  force 
Briiish  manufactures  into  France;  it  js  pursuing 
only  a iust  course  of  retaliation  on  our  en^y.  It 
America  wishes  to  trade  with  France,  if  French 
commerce  is  of  importance  to  her^y/e  expect  she 
should  exact  of  France  to  trade  with  her  as  she  h;^ 
a ligl it  to  demand  in  her  quality  of  nciitrai;  but  if 
she  does  not  choose  to  exercise  this  right,  all  we 
ask  is,  that  she  should  abstain  from  lending  her 
assistance  to  the  trade  of  France,  and  not  allow 

her  commerce  to  be  a medium  of  midermimng  the 

resources  of  Great  Britain. 

I have  thought  it  necessary  thus  to  endeavor  to 
net  these  two  points  in  their  true  li^ht;  the  repeal  of 
-the  law  was  asked,  as  being  an  unfriendly  measure, 
partial  in  its  operation  against  Great  Britain,  and  a 
prospect  of  retaliation  was  held  out  on  its  cominer- 
ch'  operation;  if  continued.  This  is  no  demand  on 
the  United  States  to  admit  British  manufactures; 
the}'  are  at  liberty  to  continue  that  law,  only  as  it 
is  of  an  unfriendly  nature,  some  re.strictions  of  a 
similar  kind  Yvas  to  be  expected  from  England;  and 
w i^h  respeetto  the  alleged  demand  for  forcing  Bri- 
tish gootls,  the  property  of  neutrals;  into  French 
newts  if  toe  lfoited  States  are  willing  to  acquie.sce 
In  tire  regulations  of  the  French  decrees  unlawfully 
stf ctir.g  England  tlireugh  them,  they  cannot  surely 
be  .surprised  If  we  consider  ourselves  as  at  liberty 
to  refuse  permission  to  the  French  to  profit  by  that 

1 will  now,  sir  hike  tire  opportunity  of  stating 
to  you,  that  I have  received  from  his  majesty’s 
secretary  of  state  the  correspondence  of  which  you 
did  me  tlielronor  to  transmit  to  me  a copy  in  your 
letter  dated  October  17.  My  government  have 
not  l>een  able  to  see  in  it  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
lepeal  of  the  French  decrees,  and  doubt  whether 
« lie  trade  carried  on  by  licences  between  France  and 
America,  will  not  beregared,  even  here,  as  proof  of 
the  cemtimiation  of  them  in  their  fullest  extent,  for 
W diev  were  to  any  extent  repealed,  to  that  extent 
least  no  licence  should  be  necessary,  a licence 
Leiug  given  to  allow  what,  but  for  that  licence, 
M ( ;ilcT  be  ]u-ohibited. 

qhe  continued  absence  hitherto  of  any  instru- 
ment bj  v liich  the  rq>eal  lias  been  aftetq.ed,  is  a 


matter  also  of  surprize,  for  if  there  were  any 
dealing  in  the  transaction,  no  reason  can  be  give 
by  France  for  not  producing  it;  it  is  very  desirabl* 
that  it  should  be  produced,  if  such  an  instrument 
he  in  existence,  in  order  that  w e may  know  to  what 
extent  the  decrees  have  been  repealed,  if  they  really 
have  been  .so  in  any  respect.  Mr.  Russel,  however, 
does  not  appeal*  to  have  been  in  possession  of  it  at 
the  date  of  Ins  led  er  of  last  July.  It  is  indeed  be- 
come particularly  interesting,  that  we  should  see 
tliis  insti-ument  since  the  publication  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sel’s correspondence  with  liis  own  government,  by 
which  it  appears  that  really,  and  in  fact,  the  French 
government  did  not  release  any  American  ship  tak- 
en after  November  1,  until  tliey  had  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  president’s  proclamation,  and 
that  vessels  have  been  taken  so  late  as  December  21, 
in  the  direct  voyage  from  this  country  to  T^ondon; 
for  until  a copy  of  such  instrument  is  produced,  it 
is  impossible  to  know  W'hether  any  other  trade  is 
allowed  by  France  than  that  between  her  own  do- 
minions and  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conside- 
ration, sir,  your  most  obedient  bumble  servant. 

AUG.J.  FOSTER. 

To  the  honorable  James  Monroe,  &c.  &c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State,  January  14,  1812. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  youi*  letter 
of  December  17th,  and  I embrace  the  first  moment 
that  I could  command  to  make  the  observations 
which  it  suggests. 

It  would  have  afforded  great  satisfaction  to  the 
president,  to  have  found  in  the  communication, 
some  proof  of  a disposition  in  the  British  govern- 
ment to  put  an  end  to  the  differences  subsisting 
between  our  countries.  I am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
state,  that  it  presents  a new  proof  only  of  its  deter- 
mination to  adhere  to  the  policy  to  wliich  they  are 
imputable. 

You  complain  that  the  import  of  your  former 
letters  has  been  misunderstood  in  two  important 
circumstances;  that  you  have  been  represented  to 
have  demanded  of  the  United  States,  a law  for  the 
introduction  of  British  goods  into  tlieh*  ports,  and 
that  tliey  should  also  undertake  to  fo.-'oe  Fram:e  to  . 
receive  British  manufactures  into  her  harbors. 

You  state  that  on  the  first  point,  -it  was  your 
intention  only  to  remonstrate  against  the  nonim- 
portation act,  as  partial  in  its  opei*ation,  and  im- 
friendly  to  Great  Britain;  on  which  account  its  re- 
peal was  claimed,  and  to  intimate  that  if  it  was 
persevered  in.  Great  Britain  would  be  compelled 
to  retaliate  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
by  similar  restrictions  on  her  part.  And  on  tlie 
second  point,  that  you  intended  only  to  urge,  tliat 
in  consequence  of  the  extraordlnai*}'  blockade  of 
England,  your  government  had  been  obliged  ,to. 
blockade  France,  and  to  proliibit  all  trade  in  Frencii 
articles  in  return  for  tlie  prohibition  by  France  of 
all  trade  in  English  arliclciK 

It  is  sufficient  to  remark  on  the  first  point,  that 
on  whatever  ground  tlie  repeal  of  the  non  hnporta- 
tion  act  is  required,  thcUniled  States  arejustified 
in  adhering  to  it,  by  the  refusal  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  repeal  its  orders  in  cqaiucii;  and  if  a 
distinction  is  thus  produced  between  th’cat  Britain 
and  the  other  belligerent.,  it  must  be  referred  to  th^ 
difference  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  parties. 

On  the  second  point,  I have  to  observe,  tliat  the 
explanation  given  cannot  be  satisfactory,  because 
it  does  uoi  meet  the  case  now  existing.  France 
did,  it  is  txue,  declare,  a blockade  of  Englandj 
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against  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  prohibit 
all  trade  in  Engli»h  articles  on  the  high  seas,  but 
tills  blockade  and  prohibition  no  longer  exist.  It 
is  true  also,  that  a part  of  those  decrees  did  prolii- 
bit  a trade  in  British  articles  withiil  her  territorial 
jurisdiction;  but  this  prohibition  violates  no  nation- 
al rights,  or  neutral  commerce  of  tlie  United  States. 
Still  your  blockade  and  prohibition  are  continued, 
in  violation  of  the  national  and  neutral  rights  of 
the  United  States,  on  a pretext  of  retaliation,  which 
if  even  applicable  could  only  be  applied  to  the  for- 
mer; and  not  to  the  latter  interdicts;  and  it  is  re- 
quired that  France  shall  change  her  internal  regu- 
lations against  English  trade,  before  England  will 
chang’e  her  external  regulations  againsst  the  trade 
of  the  United  States. 

But  you  still  insist  that  the  French  decrees  are 
unrevoiced,  and  urge  in  proof  of  it,  a fact  drawn 
from  Mr.  Russel’s  correspondence,  that  some  Ame- 
rican vessels  have  been  taken  since  the  first  of  No- 
vember in  their  route  to  England.  It  is  a satisfac- 
tory answer  to  this  remark,  that  it  appears  by  the 
same  correspondence  that  every  American  vessel 
which  bad  been  taken  in  that  trade  the  seizure  of 


restraint.  It  seem*  impossible  to  extract  from  it 
.any  respect,  that  the  Berlin  aiid  Mil m Icci-ecs  tre 
in  force  so  fai’  as  they  prohibit  the  trade  Ijetwecu 
the  United  States  and  England.  F might  here  re- 
peat that  the  French  practice  of  granti  ig  licenses- 
to  trade  between  the  United  States  and  France,  any 
have  been  intended  in  part,  at  least,  as  a sec!irif:y 
against  the  simulated  papers;  the  forging  of  wiiiclt 
was  not  suppressed  in  England.  It  is  not  to  !)e  in- 
ferred from  these  remarks,  that  a trade  b)'  licence,' 
is  one  with  which  the  United  Slates  are  satrshed. 
They  have  tlie  strongest  objections  to  it,  but  tiiese- 
are  founded  on  other  principles  than  those  sugg2*t- 
ed  in  your  ?iote. 

It  is  a cause  of  great  surprize  to  the  president, 
that  your  g-overnment  has  not  seen  in  the  corres- 
pondence  of  Mr.  Russell  wliich  I had  the  inmor  to 
communicate  to  you  on  the  Ifth  of  October  l.ast, 
afld  whicli  has  been  lately  transmitted  to  3 0U  bv 
your  government,  sufficient  proof  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  independent  of  the 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  tvliich  that  corres- 


pondence afforded,  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  from 
. j the  intimation  of  the  marquis  of  Wellcsle-/,  that  if 

whicli  rested  on  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  only,  jit  was  to  be  transmitted  to  you,  to  be  taken  into 
were,  as  soon  as  that  fact  was  ascertained,  deliver-! consideration  in  the  deoendinp-  discussiv.is,  thrt 
ed  up  to  their  owners.  Might  there  not  be  other  it  was  of  a nature  to  have  no  weight  in  these  dii- 
ground  also,  on  which  seizures  might  be  made? — jcussions. 

Great  Britain  claims  a right  to  seize  for  other  causes.  The  demand  which  you  now  make  of  .a  view  of 

and  all  nations  admit  it  in  the  case  of  contraband  of  1 th e order  given  by  the  French  government  to  its 
war.  It  by  the  law  of  nations,  one  belligerent  h^sjcruizers,.iu  consequence  of  tiie  repeal  of  the  French 
a right  to  seize  neutral  property  in  any  case,  tlie  (decrees,  is  a new  proof  of  its  Indisposition  to  reneal 
other  belligerent  has  the  same  right.  Nor  ought  I j the  orders  in  council.  The  declaration  of  the 
to  overlook  that  the  practice  of  counteideiting  A-  >'r«Qcb  government  was,  as  has  been  heretofore  ob- 
mencan  p.,pers  m England,  vvluch  is  well  known  served,  a solemn  and  obligator-,  act,  and  as  such 
to  tlie  continent,  has,  by  impairing  the  faith  due  to  ; entitled  to  the  notice  and  respect  of  other  govern- 
American  documents,  done  to  the  Imited  States,  ip  ent.s.  It  was  incumbent  on  Great  Britain,  there- 
essential  injury.  Ag-ainst  this  practice  the  minister  | fore,  in  fulfilment  of  her  eucwgement,  to  have  pro- 
of the  L'mted  States  at  London,  as  will  appear  by | vided  that  her  orders  in  council  should  not  have 
reference  to  his  letter  to  the  Marquis  W ellesley  of  effect,  after  the  time  fixed  for  the  ce.ssationof  the 


tlicSd  of  May,  1810,  made  a fonnal  representation 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  his  government 
with  an  offer  of  every  information  possessed  by  him 
which  might  contribute  to  detect  and  suppress  it. — 
It  is  painful  to  add  that  this  communication  was 
eiitirel}'^  disregarded.  Tliat  Great  Britain  should 
complain  of  acts  in  France  to  which  by  her  ne- 
glect, she  was  instrumental,  and  draw  from  them 
proof  in  mipport  of  her  oixlers  in  council,  ought 
certainly?  not  to  have  been  expected. 

You  remark  also,  that  the  practice  of  the  French 
gdvemment  to  g^ant  licenses  to  certain  American 
vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  is  an  additional  proof  that  the 
French  decrees  still  operate  in  their  fullest  extent. 
On  what  principle  this  inference  is  drawn  from  that 
fact,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive.  It  was  iiot 
the  object  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  to  prohi- 
bit the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  France. 
They  were  meant  to  prohibit  the  trade  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  with  Great  Britain,  which  violated  our 
neutral  rights,  and  to  prohibit  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  with  the  continent^  wit’i  wliich  the  United 
States  have  nothing  to  do.  If  the  object  had  been 
to  prohibit  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  Great  Britain  could  never  have  found  in 
them  any  pretext  for  complaint.  And  if  the  idea 
of  retaliation,  could  in  any  respect  have  been  appli- 
cable it  would  have  been  by  prohibiting  our  trade 
with  herself.  To  prohibit  it  with  France,  would 
not  have  been  a retaliation,  but  a co-operation.  If 
licensing  by  France  the  trade  in  certain  instances, 
prove  any  thing,  it  proves  nothing  more  than  that 
he  trade  with  France  in  other  inst.ances,"i§  under 


French  decrees.  A pteten.slon  in  Great  Britain  to 
keep  her  orders  in  force  till  she  received  stiti.sfaciioii 
of  the  practical  compliance  of  France  is  utterlv 
incompatible  with  her  pledge.  A doubt,  ibuuded 
on  any  singl®  act,  however  nn;\uthori.-<ed,  commit- 
ted by  a French  privateer,  mic'ht,  01!  that  principle* 


become  a motive  for  delay  .and  refusal.  A .suspicion 
that  such  acts  would  be  commit '.ed,  mig-’iit  have  the 
same  effect;  and  in  like  manner  her  compliance 
might  be  withheld  as  long  as  tlie  war  contiimed. — 
But  let  me  here  remark,  that  if  there  was  room  for 
a question  whether  the  French  repeal  did  or  did  not 
take  effect,  at  the  date  announced  by  I'kwrce,  and 
requirttl  by  the  United  States,  It  cannot  b:  aUcdge.I. 
that  the  decrees  have  not  ceased  to  operate  since  tiie 
2d  of  February  last,  as  hitherto  observed.  And  as 
the  actual  cessation  of  tiie  decrees  to  violate  our 
neutral  rights,  was  the  only  essential  fiict  in  the  case, 
andhasbten  long  known  th  your  g'dN'crnmeiit,  the 
orders  in  council  from  tlie  date  cf  tiiat  h nov/1  edge, 
ought  to  have  ceased  according  to  its  own  pidiici- 
ples  and  pledges. 

But  the  question  wdietherand  wlien  the  roped  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  look  eff'cct  i.i  roi.;- 
tion  to  tlie  neutral  commerce  of  tlic  United  isiai'e^, 
is  gupercedad  by  the, novel  and  ex;tra'ord  n:.r',  ol  d -.i 
of  Great  Britain  to  a trade  in  Bi  itisli  artidcs, Wit'i 
tlie  enemy;  for  supposing  the  repeal  to  iiuve  taken 
place, , in  the  fullest  extent  claimed  by  the  touted 
States,  it  could  according  to  that  claim  iuive  ;i  > 
effect  in  removing  the  orders  in  council. 

Oii  afiill  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  B.utisli --o- 
vernrnentiu  these  transaction.s,  it  is  impossililet  > 
see  in  it  any  thing  short  of  a spirit  ofdetermiAe  i 
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hostility  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  spoke  for  about  two  hours  in  support  of  the  bill.— 
States.  It  issued  the  orders  in  council,  on  a prin-j  A message  having  been  received  fromthe  president 


ciple  of  retaliation  on  France,  at  a time  wlien  it  ad 
mitted  the  French  decrees  to  be  inetfectual:  it  has 
Bustained  these  orders  in  full  force  since,  notwith- 
tstanding  the  pretext  for  them  has  been  removed, 
and  latterly  it  has  added  a new  condition  to  their 
repeal  to  be  performed  by  France,  to  which  the 
United  States  in  their  neutral  character,  have  no 
claim,  and  could  not  demand,  without  departing  from 
their  neutrality,  a condition,  u^hich  in  respect  to  the 
commerce  of  other  nations  with  Great  Britaiji,  is 
repugnant  to  her  own  policy,  and  prohibited  by  her 
owi\  laws,  and  whicli  can  never  be  enforced  on  any 
nation  without  a subversion  of  its  sovereignty  and 
independence. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JA.MES  MONROE 
Au^stus  J.  Foster i esq.  &c.  &c. 


of  the  United  States  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment being  arrived,  Mr.  C.  said,  if  it  were  agree- 
able to  the  committee,  he  would  finish  his  observa- 
tions to-morrow.  The  committee  accordingly  rose 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  message  fi'om  the  president  of  the 
Umted  States,  was  then  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Fo  the  senate  auil  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

I lay  before  congress  a letter  from  the  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  answer 
of  the  latter. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
TV asldngton,  January  17,  1812. 


SlR- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  'Williams,  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 

Lewis  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate, 

■with  the  amendments  recommended  by  the  army 
committee,  to  whom  it  had  b een  referred 

The  bill  with  the  proposed  amendments  being 
gone  through, 

Mr.  Williams  said,  he  would,  in  as  few  words  as 
he  was  able,  explain  the  nature  of  the  amendments 
which  the  select  committee  had  recommejnded — 

This  bill  he  said,  was  predicated  on  the  destruction 
of  the  office  of  purveyor  of  public  supplies,  who  is 
properly  the  comnnissaiy  general  of  the  United 
States,  and  contemplates  the  establishment  in  its 
place  not  only  of  a quarter-master  general  for  the 
United  States,  but . a commissary  general  is\  the  . 

same  pei'son.  In  investigating  tins  subject,  the  ^7  ''’’dch  he  did  authorise^  Mr.  Morrier  to 


MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MOXROE. 

Washi7igton,  December  28,  1812. 

I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Morrier,  that 
so  long  Ago  as  tlie  third  of  last  January;  in  conse- 
quence of  a written  communication  from  sir  James 
Craig,  his  majesty’s  governor  general  and  com- 
mander in  chief  in  Canada,  dated  the  25th  ofNo- 
vember,  1810,  acquainting  him  with  his  suspicions 
of  its  being  the  intention  of  some  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  from  the  great  fermentation  among  them,  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  United'  States,  and  au- 
thorisinghim  to  impart  his  suspicions  to  the  Ame- 
rican secretary  of  state;  he  had  actually  done,  so 
verbally  to  Mr.  Smith,  your  predecessor  in  of^ce, 
and  on  searching  among  the  archives  of  this  mis- 
sion, I have  found  the  letter  alluded  to  of  sir  James 


committee  could  see  no  reason  for  Mepding  tliesc 
two  important  offices  in  one,  the  duties  of  bot'n 
which  are  important,  perfectly  distijict,  and  never 
Were  blended  in  any  country  in  tlie  world:  and  for 
this  good  reason  these  officers  are  a check  upon 
each  other:  one  being  the  purchaser  and  the  other 
the  distributer  of  supplies;  whereas,  if  they  were 
united  in  one  person,  frauds  to  any  amount  might 
be  committed  without  the  possibility  of  detection. — 
Besides,  it  is  necessary  the  quarter-master  general 
should  be  a military  man;  indeed  Ills  presence  is  at 
all  times  required  in  the  field,  to  distribute  the  sup- 
plies; while  the  purveyor,  or  commissary  general, 
whose  business  it  is  to  purchase  .supplies  of  every 
kind  for  the  army,  ought  to  be  a man  well  acquaint- 
ed with  mercantile  concerns. 

After  some  objections  fr-om  Messrs.  Alston  and 
Rhea,  and  some  remarks  in  reply  from  Messrs. 
Talmadge  and  Findley,  the  ariendments  which 
went  to  keep  up  the  pun  eyor's  office,  were  agreed 
to;  and  the  committee  rose  and  repor  ted  the  bill. — 
'Fhe  house  took  it  up  and  concurred  with  the  amend 
jnents,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  a third  reading-  to- 
morrow. Adjourned, 

FHdayy  January  17. — The  bill  authorising  the 
president  of  tlie  United  States  to  accept  and  organ- 
ize certain  volunteer  corp.s,  was  read  a tliird  time  and 
passed,  87  to  23.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  the  same 
as  upon  the  question  of  ordering'  the.  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed; except  that  some  of  the  members  who  vo- 
4ed  on  the  former  question,  were  absent  on  this. 

The  bill  for  establishing  a quarter  master’s  de- 
partment, was  read  the  third  timel  and  after  some 
objections,  passed  its  third  reading. 

The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  concern- 
ing the  naval  establishment^  wlien  Mr.  Cheves 


make  the  communication  in  question,  as  well  as  a 
memorandum  of  i'E  having  been  so  made,  as  also  an 
express  deeb'ration  of  sir  James  Craig,  that  although 
he  doubted  there  would  not  be  wanting  persons  who 
would  be  ready  to  atti-ibute  the  movements  of  the 
Indians  to  the  influence  of  the  British  government, 
ye  I tluit  his  department  were  actually  making  every 
exertion  in  their  power  to  assist  in  preventing  tlieir 
attempts. 

This  evidence,  sir,  of  a friendly  disposition  to 
put  the  U States  government  on  their  guard  against 
the  machinations  of  the  savages,  and  even  to  aid  in 
preventing  the  calamity  which  has  taken  place,  is  so 
lionorable  to  the  governor-general  of  Canada,  and 
so  clearly  in  contradiction  to  the  late  unfounded  re- 
ports whicli  have  been  spread  of  a contrary  nature, 
that  I cannot  resist  the  impulse  I have  "to  draw  your 
attention  towards  it,  not  that  I conceive,  however, 
that  it  was  nece.ssaryto  produce  this  proof  to  the 
TJiiited  States  government  of  the  falsity  of  such 
re[)orts,  which  tlie  character  of  the  British  nation, 
and  the  manifest  inutility  of  urging  the  Indians  to 
tlieir  destruction  should  have  rendered  improbable, 
but  in  order  that  you  may  be  enabled,  in  case  it  shall 
seem  httingtoyou,  by  giving  publicity  to  this  let- 
ter, to  correct  the  mistaken  notions  on  the  subject, 
which  have  unfortunately  found  their  way  even  a- 
moiig-  })erson.s  of  the  highest  respectability,  .only, 
as  I am  convinced,  from  their  having  been  raisin- 
formed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

The  honorable  Ja^ms  Monroe,  &c. 


MR.  MONUOB  TO  MR,  FOSTER. 

Sir  I have  li  vi  Lite  honor  to  receive  yuur  letter 
of  the  28  th  alt.  disavowing  any  agency  of  your  go- 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— CONGRESS. 


381 


x^emment  in  the  liostile  measures  of  the  Indian  tribes 
towards  the  United  States.  If  the  Indians  desired 
any  encoui~ag'ement  fi'om  any  persons  in  those  mea- 
sures  of  hosti.ity,  it  is  ver}- satisfactory  to  tlie  pre- 
sident to  receive  trom  you  an  assurance  tliat  no  au- 
thority or  countejiance  was  given  to  them  by  tlie 
crnment. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

JAS.  MONBOE. 

If  is  Excellency  Avy^stus  J.  Foster  y &c. 

Friday,  January  17. — The  house  was  occupied 
tills  day  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a quarter  master's 

department. The  chief  question  discussed  was, 

whether,  if  tiiis  department  were  established,  the 
office  of  purveyor  of  supplies  should  be  abolished? 
It  was  contended  by  several  of  the  members  who  had 
been  in  tiie  army,  that  the  duties  of  these  two  officers 
were,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  seperate  and  distinct 
from  each  other — that  one  should  be  a soldier  and 
the  other  a merchant-,  the  first  to  distribute  the  sup- 
plies obtained  by  tlie  second.  The  bill,  founded  on 
this  princi])le,  finally  passed  its  third  reading  by  a 
larg-e  majority. 

Saturday,  January  18. — After  some  minor  busi 
ness,  the  most  interesting  part  of  which  was  the 
jn*esentation  of  a petition  of  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers 
engaged  in  the  expedition  on  the  Wabash,  praying 
for  compensation,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair  on 
the  navij  bill — n hen  Mr.  Cheves  spoke  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Seyberttaiil  M^Kee,  ih 
opposition  to  it. 

Monday,  January  20' — A few  private  petitions  be- 
ing dis])Osed  of — 

Mr.Ba.con  observed,  that  the  committee  of  wa3'S 
and  means  had  received  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  tli.e  treasury,  in  answer  to  an  enquiry  addressed 
to  him  by  the  committee,  which  tlxey  deemed  of 
]jublic  importmce;  and,  therefore,  contrary  to  their 
usual  practice,  tlie  committee  had  directed  him  to 
communicate  it  to  the  house,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members,  as  it  might 
be  some  time  before  the  committee  would  be  able  to 
make  their  report,  and  by  having  the  letter  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  before  tliem,  and  their  at- 
tention  drawn  to  the  subject,  the  house  will  be  bet- 
ter able  to  meet  the  consideration  of  it, when  it  shall 
be  brought  before  them  by  the  committee.  Mr.  B. 
tlien  laid  the  letter  ofthe  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  the  secreiaiy  of  the  treasury,  with  his  answer, 
(containing  his  budget  of  tlie  proposed  taxes  for 
meeting  the  expenses  of  war)  betbre  tlie  house; 
vviiich  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

Committee  Room,  December  9th,  1811. 
Sin— In  your  annual  report,  prepared  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  act,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
<‘an  act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,”  and 
transmitted  to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
22d  ultimo,  it  is  stated,  1st.  That  to  place  the  finan- 
cial system  of  the  U.  States  on  a solid  foundation  it 
requires  the  aid  ot  a revenue,  sufficient,  at  least  to 
defray  the  ordinary  expences  of  government  and  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that 
on  new  loans  which  may  be  authorised; 

That  the  expences  of  the  year,  1812 
calculated  on  the  existing  state  of 
affairs,  and  including  the  interest 
on  tlie  public  debt,  will  amount  to  Rg  400  000 
That  the  whole  amount  of  actual  re-  ^ ^ ^ 

ceipts  into  the  treasui’y  during  the 
year  1812,  may  be  estimated  at  8,200,000 


Leaving  a deficiency  [which  it  L pro- 
posed to  supply  by  authoiising  a 
loan]  of  1,200,000 

And  that  an  authority  to  borrow  a 
sum  equal  to  that  wliich  will  be  re- 
imbursed of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  during  that  year,  will 
be  necessary,  and  amounting  to  not 
less  than  2,13o>318  'U 

Making  the  whole  sum,  which  it  is 
proposed  should  be  provided  for  by 
the  loan,  for  that  year,  3,335,313  41 

Under  tliis  view  pfthe  subject,  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  have  instructed  me  to  enquire  of 
5'ou,  whether,  according  to  the  principle,  first  above 
stated,  it  does  not  become  necessary  to  provide  *•  i 
fixed  revenue,”  to  be  received  during  the  year  1812, 
equal  as  well  to  the  estimated  expences  of  that  year 
and  amounting  as  above  stated  to  9,400,000  dollars, 
as  also  to  the  interest  which  M ill  arise  on  the  pro- 
posed loan  of  1,200,000;  or  otherwise,  wheOier  it 
is  proposed  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such 
interest,  out  ofthe  money  in  the  treasury,  at  llie 
commencement  of  that  year,  or  from  any  other 
source? 

2d.  it  is  stated  in  vour  report  “that  a fixed  reve- 
nue of  about  nine  millions  of  dollars  is  necessary  un- 
r the  existing  circumstances  of  the  U.  States;  and 
that  the  same  rmiount  would  be  necessary,  aiid  with 
the  aid  of  loans,  will,  in  your  opinion,  be  sufficient 
in  case  of  v'ar.’ 

In  reference  to  this  state  of  things,  the  commi  . tee 
wish  you  to  state,  whether,  as  in  the  event  of  war, 
increased  loans  will  undoubtedly  be  required,  it  will 
not  he  necessary  to  provide  an  additional  and  gradu- 
ally increasing  revenue,  to  pay  the  interest  of  such 
loans? 

3d.  It  is  stated  in  your  report  “that  the  perma- 
nent revenue,  or  annual  receipt,  after  the  year 
1812  (calculated  on  the  existing  state  of  affiirs)  to- 
gether with  an  addition  of  50  per  centum  on  tlic  pre- 
sent amount  of  duties,  may  be  estimated  at  niiie  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  that  should  any  deficiency 
arise  in  the  event  of  war,  it  maybe  sujiplied  v>  idiout 
difficulty  by  a further  increase  of  duties,  by  a resto- 
ration of  that  on  salt,  and  by  a proper  selection  of 
moderate  internal  taxes.” 

The  committee  request  that  you  would  favor  them 
with  the  best  opinion  which  you  are  able  to  form 
(calculated  on  the  event  of  war)  of  tiie  probable 
amount  of  the  receipts  from  duties:  a specifierJion 
of  the  increase  of  duties,  which  you  would  think 
practicable  and  advisable:  an  estimate  oftiie amount 
of  that  on  salt,  and  such  a selection  of  moderate  in- 
ternal taxes  as  you  would  recommend,  with  the  pro- 
bable expence  of  collection;  and  the  amount  of  nett 
revenue  estimated  to  arise  therefrom. 

4th.  'llie  committee  requests  that  you  would  fur- 
nish them,  in  connexion  with  your  replies,  to  the 
preceding  inquiries,  with  an  estimate  of  ways  and 
means  (calculated  on  the  event  ©f  a war  which  will 
provide  a revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expences  of  government,  and  provide  for  the  legal 
reimbursement  and  interest  ofthe  public  debt,  in- 
cluding the  interest  on  new  loans  to  the  amounl 
at  least  often  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  ac- 
companied with  such  a scheme  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal  of  the  new  loans  as  you  should 
deem  expedient,  together  with  such  opinions  as  you 
may  have  formed  respecting  the  terms  on  which 
such  loans  may  probably  be  obtained;  also  such 
further  views  ur  ffiformaUQU  connected  with,  or 
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touching*  the  foregoing-  objects  of  enquiry,  as  you 
may  deem  necessary  and  expedient. 

With  gi-eat  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be  j^our 
©bedient  servant.  E.  BACON. 

Hon.  Jiibert  Gallatin,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

TKEASUBT  DEPART.-HEXT,  JAN.  10,  1812. 

SIll~-In  answer  to  the  first  enquiry  ox  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  relative  to  the  ini.erest 
arising  on  the  proposed  loan  of  1,200,000  dollars, 
necessary  to  supply  the  d'enciency  in  the  receipts  of 
the  year  1812, 1 beg  leave  to  obsci’ve  tiiat  that  item 
Was  not  included  among.st  tixe  expenses  of  ’ rial  year 
because  the  estimate  being  made  Avith  rera-euce  to 
the  expenses  alone  whicii  had  previously  been  autho- 
rised by  law,  and  a considerable  proportion  of  those 
•n  account  of  die  public  debt,  falling  on  the  first  day 
ofthe  year,  it  would  not  have  been  neces.sar\'  iii  that 
view  of  the  subject,  to  borrow  that  sum  previous  to 
that  day,  and  tlie  inieresl  would  not  thereibre  have 
become  a charge  Jll  the  year  1813. 

With  respect  to  the  second  enquiry  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  Was  certainly  eoiuemplated,  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  president,  whose 
expre^ions  were  adopted  in  the  report,  to  raise  a 
reveniti;  “sufficient  at  least  to  defray  the  ordinain- 
expences of  gevemmenv,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including  that  on^new  loan-s  which 
may  be  audiorised.”  The  sum  of  about  nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  was  assumed  as  answering  that  de- 
scription for  the  present,  and  the  expression  or 
“fixed  revenue,”  which  had  been  used  in  reterence 
to  existing  circ,«mstances,was inadvertently  applied 
to  the  case  of  war.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  proper, 
as  remarked  by  the  committee,  to  provide  annually 
an  additional  and  gradually  increasing  revenue,  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  interest  on  loans  required  in  the 
event  of  war.  If,  thei-efore,  ihe  loan  for  the  present 
year  will,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  com- 
mittee, amount  to  ten  miilions  of  dollars,  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury  to  be  provided  for  the  year 
1813,  should,  on  tiiose  data,  amount  to  about 
9,600,000  dollars. 

The  committee  ask,  in  the  next  place,  the  best 
opinion  which  I am  able  io  form  of  the  probable^ 
amount  of  receipts  from  duties  on  tonnage  and  mer- 
chandize in  the  event  of  war. 

As  that  amount  will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
Oommerce  between  the  UnitedStates  and  nations  at 
peace  wdth  them,  and  on  the  number  of  the  captures 
respect ively  made  by  our  privateers,  andby  the  ene- 
my, it  is  a matter  of  conjecture,  and  not  a subject 
of  calculation;  for  which  reason  it  was  stated  in 
tlie  report,  tliat  the  amount  could  not  at  present  be 
determined.  Considering  the  rigorous  restrictions 
laid  byFrance  on  the  commerce  ofthe  United  States, 
with  her  own  dominions,  and  other  counties  under 
her  influence,  the  dangers  to  which  our  commerce 
with  the  Baltic  and  with  China  will  be  exposed; 
the  relations  of  England  with  Portugal  and  with 
Spain;  and  also  tliat  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
captures  made  by  our  privaieers,  will  be  sent  into 
foreign  ports,  a great  defalcation  in  the  receipts 
on  duties  on  imported  merchandize,  must  be  ex- 
pected. The  amount,  under  existing  laws  and 
circumstances,  has,  from  correct  data,  been  stated 

in  the  annual  report,  at  six  millions  of  dollars.- ; 

It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  unsafe,  in  an  estimate 
of  ways  and  means  intended  to  be  relied  on  with 
certainty,  to  calculate  in  the  event  of  a war,  on 
more  than  2,500,000  dollars  at  the  present  rate  of 
uiities. 

To  the  next  enquiry,  of  the  committee,  respecting 


the  increase  of  those  duties  which  is  thought  prac^ 
ticable  and  advisable,!:,  is  answered,  without  hesita- 
tion, that  the  rateofduties  may,  in  the  event  of  war, 
be  doubled  without  danger  or  inconvenience.  Tiiere 
will,  in  such  an  event,  be  less  danger  of  smuggling 
at  that  rate,  than  there  is  now  with  the  existing  du- 
ties. With  that  increase,  the  duties  will  still  be 
much  le.^s  on  an  average,  than  those  paid  on  impor- 
aiionsin  England,  France  and  most  other  countries. 
And  they  will  be  collected  with  more  ease  to  go- 
vernment and  less  inconvenience  to  the  people,  tlian 
could  be  devised  to  the  same  amount  in  any  o'.her 
manner. 

A duty  on  imported  salt  might  now  be  calculated 
on  at  least  3,500,000  bushels;  but  in  the  timeof^var, 
cannot  be  estimated  at  more  than  two  millions  of 
bushels,  producing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  pec 
busliel,  g400,000. 

The  duTes  on  tonnage  and  imported  merchan- 
dize, including  the  former  duty  on  salt,  and  doub- 
ling the  rate  of  all  others,  would  according  to  that 
estimate  amount  to  §5,400,000 

To  which  adding  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  estimated,  as  by 
•mnual  report,  at  600,000 

Makes  an  aggregate  of  6,000,000 

And  leave.s  a deficiency  of  3,600,000 


In  order  to  complete  the  net  revenue  of  9,600,000 
is  wanted  for  the  service  of  1813  — 

On  the  basis  of  annual  loans  of  10,000,0p0  of  dol- 
lars during  the  continuance  of  the  war  (whicii  is  the 
sum  assumed  by  the  committee,  and  which,  consi- 
dering the  expenses  already  voted  by  congress,  is 
not  more  tnau  will  be  wanted)  and  es.imating,  at 
the  lowest  rale,  the  interest  on  the  loan  of  1813,  the 
deficiency  for  1814,  to  be  provided  for  by  other  re- 
sources, will  amount  to  4,200,000  dollars.  Tlie  ex- 
penses of  assessment  and  collection,  and  incidental 
losses  on  the  internal  taxes,  from  the  proceeds  of 
which  this  deficiency  must  be  supplied,  may  be  es- 
timated at  15  per  cent.  In  order  to  produce  a net 
revenue  of  §4,200,000,  the  gross  amount  of  taxes 
must  therefore  be  near  five  millions  of  dollars.  As 
the  taxes  which  may  be  organized  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress,  will  not  become  due  till 
the  ensuing  year,  and  as  it  is  sufficiently  ascertain- 
ed from  universal  experience,  that  taxes  will  not 
produce  their  full  nominal  amount  in  the  first  year 
they  are  in  operation, it  may  be  relied  on  that  a gross 
amount  of  five  millions,  intended  to  produce  a net 
revenue  of  4,200,000  dollars  will  not  yield  that  sum 
un  il  the  year  1814,  nor  produce  in  1813;  more  than 
3,600,000  dollars.  Five  millions  of  dollars  will 
therefore  be  assumed  as  the  gross  amount  of  taxes 
including  the  expences  of  assessment  and  collec- 
tion and  the  incidental  losses  necessary  to  be  raised 
at  this  time.  I'hat  sum  is  calcula.  ed  to  cover  the 
interest  on  the  loans  of  ten  millions  a year,  wanted 
for  the  service  of  the  years  1812  and  1813;  leaving 
the  selection  of  the  additional  taxes,  which  may 
hereafter  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  interest 
of  subsequent  loans,  to  be  made  according  to  the 
experience  which  will  be  afforded  by  those  tw# 
years. 

Before  I proceed  to  answer  the  enquiry  of  the 
committee  respecting  a selection  of  the  internal 
taxes,  now  necessary,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  it 
was  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  Dec.  10, 1808,  that 
“no  internal  taxes,  either  direct  or  indirect,  were 
contemplated,  even  in  the  case  of  hostilities  carried 
against  thetwo  great  belligerent  powers.’*  An  as- 
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seriion  which  renders  it  necessary  to  shew  that  the 
prospect  then  held  out  was  not  deceptive,  and  why 
it  has  not  been  realized. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  amounted  at  that  time 
to  near  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  But  aware  that 
that  surplus  woulvl  in  a short  time  be  ex])cnded,  and 
baving"  stated  that  the  revenue  was  daily  decreusiner, 
it  was  in  the  same  report  proposed  “that  all  the  ex- 
isting dnties  should  be  doubled  on  importations  sub- 
sequent to  the  first  day  of  January,  1809.”  As  the 
net  revenue  accrued  from  customs  during  the  three 
years,  1809, 1810  and  1811,  has  without  any  increase 
of  duties  exceeded  §26,000,000,  it  follows  that  if  the 
measure  then  submitted  iiad  been  adopted,  weshould 
after  making  a large  deduction  for  any  supposed  di- 
minution of  consumption  ai-ising  Irom  the  proposed 
increase,  have  at  this  time  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  on  hand;  a sum  greater  than  the  net  amount 
of  the  proposed  internal  taxes  for  four  years. 

In  proportion  as  the  ability  to  borrow  is  diminish- 
ed,  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  taxation  is  increas- 
ed. It  is  tlierefore  also  proper  to  observe  tliat  at 
that  time,  the  subject' of  the  renewal  of  the  chartci- 
of  the  bank  of  the  Uniced  States  had  been  referred 
by  \iie  senate  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  nor 
had  any  symptom  appeared  from  which  its  absolute 
dissolution  without  any  substitute  could  liave  been 
anticipated.  The  renewal  in  some  shape,  and  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  was  confidently  relied  on:  and 
accordingly,  in  the  report  made  during  the  same 
session  to  the  senate,  tlte  propriety  of  increasing  the 
capital  of  the  bank  to  §30,000,000  was  submitted 
with  the  condition  that  that  institution  should,  if 
required,  be  obliged  to  lend  one  haii  of  its  capital  to 
the  United  States.  'I’lie  amount  thus  loaned  might, 
without  any  inconvenience,  have  been  increased  to 
twenty  millions.  And  with  §20,000,000  in  hand, 
and  loans  being  secured  for  2u,U'JU,U0U  more,  with- 
»ut  any  increase  of  the  stock  of  tne  public  debt  at 
market,  internal  taxation  would  have  been  unne- 
cessary for  at  least  tour  years  of  war,  nor  any  other 
recource  been  wanted  than  an  additional  annual  loan 
of  five  millions;  a sum  sulficiently  moderate  to 
be  obtained  from  individuals,  and  on  favorable  terms. 

These  observations  are  made  only  in  reference  to 
the  finances  and  resources  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Considerations  of  a different  nature  nave  on 
both  these  subjects  produced  a different  result, 
which  makes  a re.sort  to  internal  taxes  now  neces- 
sary, and  will  render  loans  more  difficult  to  obtain, 
and  tlieir  terms  less  favorable.  But  the  resoui-ces 
of  the  country  re.main  the  same;  and  if  promptly 
and  earnestly  brought  into  action,  will  be  found 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  present  emergency. — 
With  respect  to  internal  taxes,  the  whole  amount  to 
be  raised  is  so  moderate,  wiien  compared  either 
with  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  United 
States;  or  witli  the  burthens  laid  on  European 
nations  by  their  governments,  that  no  doubt  exists 
of  the  ability  or  will  of  the  people  to  pay  without 
any  real  incouvenionce,  and  with  cheerfulness,  the 
proposed  wak  taxks.  For  it  is  still  hoped,  tliat 
the  ordin^y/>eace  revenue  of  the  Unit«d  States  will 
be  sufficient  to  reimburse,  within  a reasonable 
period,  the  loans  obtained  during  the  war,  and  that 
neither  a perpetual  and  increasing  public  debt,  uor 
a permanent  system  of  ever  progressing  taxation, 

shall  be  entailed  on  the  nation. These  evils 

cannot,  however,  be  otherwise  avoided  than  by  the 
sjieedy  organization  of  a certain  revenue.  Delays 
in  that  respect,  and  a reliance  on  indefinite  loans  to 
defray  the  v.^ar  expenditure,  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  government,  and  the  interest  on  the  loans  tliem- 
selves,  would  be  equally  unsafe  and  ruinous;  would 


in  a short  lime  injure  public  credit,  impair  the  na* 
tional  resources,  and  ultimalely  render  much  hex- 
vier  and  perpetual  taxes  absolutely  necessary. 

Of  the  gross  amount  of  § 5,000,000,  to  be  now 
provided  according  to  the  preoeding  estimates,  by 
internal  taxation,  it  is  respectfully  proposed,  tha« 

3.000. 000  should  be  raised  by  a direct  tax,  and 

2.000. 000  by  indirect  taxes. 

Tiie  sum  of  3,000,000  will  not,  considering  the 
increase  of  population,  be  a much  greater  direct 
tax,  than  that  of  2,000,000  voted  ia  tiie  vear  1798. 
To  this  perndt  me  to  add  anotlierview  of  the  sub- 
ject: 

Tl'.e  direct  taxes  laid  by  the  several  states,  during 
the  last  years  of  the  revolutionary  war,  were  gene* 
rally  njore  heavy  than  couldbepaid  with  convenience. 
Bel  during  the  years  1785  to  1789  an  annual  direct 
tax  of  more  dial*  §200,000  [§205,139]  was  raised  ia 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  not  oppressive,  and  Was 
paid  with  great  punctuality;  The  increase  of  popu, 
iationof  that  .state,  between  the  years  1737  1812 
is  in  the  ratio  of  about  4 to  9.  A tax  of  §450,000 
payable  in  the  year  1813  is  not  higher  b proportion 
to  population  alone,  and  without  regard  even  to  the 
still  greater  increase  of  wealth  and  of  circulating 
medium,  than  a tax  of  §200,000  was  in  the  year 
1787.  But  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  on  a tax  of 
§3,000,000,  will  (counting  Orleans  as  a state)  hardlv 
exceed  §365,000.  The  proposed  tax  wiB  therefore 
so  far  as  relates  to  Pennsylvania, be  near  20  per  cent 
lighter,  in  proportion  to  the  respective  poi^ulation* 
than  that  paid  during  theyears  1785  to  1789.  ’ 

The  rule  of  apportionment,prescribed  bv  the  con* 
stitution,  operates  with  perhaps  as  much  equality 
as  IS  praciicable,  in  relation  to  states  not  material- 
ly difiering  in  wealth  and  situation.  It  may  there- 
fore, be  inferred,  that  a direct  tax  which  is  not  great 
er  than  Pennsylvania  can  pay  with  facility,  will  not 
press  heavily  upon  any  of  the  other  Atlantic  states 
It  IS  only  m reference  to  the  western  states  that 
the  constitutional  rule  of  apportionment,  accord 
ing  to  the  respective  number  of  inhabitants  in  each 
state,  may  be  supposed  to  be  unequal.  Beins-  at  a 
greater  distance  from  a market,  and  having  on  ae 
count  of  the  recent  date  of  their  settlements  less 
accumulated  capital,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  they 
cannot,  m proportion  to  their  population,  pay  as 
much,  or  with  the  same  facilitv,  as  the  Atlantic 
states.  Two  consideration*  will,  however  much 
dimmish  the  weight,  if  they  do  not  altogether  obvi- 
ate that  objection: 

1.  Of  the  articles  actually  consumed  in  the  wes- 
tern states,  tliere  ai-e  two  of  general  consumption, 
on  which  duties  ai*e  laid,  or  proposed  to  be  laid  and 
on  which,  being  articles  produced  in  those  states 
aiey  Willpay  nothi;.g,or  less  than  the  Atlantic  states' 
On  salt,  they  will  paj  nothing,  as  the  whole  quan- 

itv  consumed  there  is  of  domestic  originf  and 

this  observation  ajfords  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
restoration  of  the  duty  on  that  article,  since  it  will 
lend  to  equalize  the  operation  of  the  direct  tax  A 

considerable  part  of  the  su^ar  those  states  consume, 
nearly  7,000,000  of  pounds,  is  also  the  ;prodnce  of 
the  maple,  and  pays  no  duty.  And  in  time  of  war. 

11  IS  .orobable,  that  the  residue  of  their  consumption 
will,  m a gres^  degree,  consist  of  New-Orleans  su- 
gai‘,  also  duty  free. 

2.  A consia.i  ...he  portion  of  the  direct  taxes  in 
those  states,  is  laid  on  lauds  owned  by  persons  re- 
siding in  other  states,  and  will  not  fall  on  the  inha- 
bitants. It  appears  by  a late  official  statement,  that 
more  than  two  tliirds  of  the  land  tax  *f  the  state  of 
Onio,  are  raised  on  lands  owned  by  xoif  residexts. 
The  porUoQ  of  the  quota  of  that  state,  on  the  United 
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States’  direct  tax,  which  will  be  payable  by  its  in- 
habitants, will,  tor  that  reason  alone  be  r&ii'.ccd  t( 
one  third  part  of  the  nominal  amount  of  such  qtio- 
ta.  And  akhong-h  the  proportion  may  not  be  th( 
same  in  theo'.her  w estern  stales,  it  is  well  known, 
tl'.at  a similar  result,  thoug-h  not  perhaps  to  the 
same  extent,  will  take  place  in  all. 

From  every  view  which  iias  been  taken  of  the 
subject,  it  satisfactorily  appears,  that  the  proposed 
amount  of  3,000,030  is  n.oderatc,  and  cannot  be 
prcduclive  ofany  real  inconvenience,  providsd  that 
tViC  objects  on  which  the  tax  shall  be  assessed  be  pro- 
perly selected. 

A direct  tax  may  be  assessed  eitl-.er  on  the  whole 
amount  of  the  property  or  income  of  tlie  people,  or 
on  certain  specilic  objects  selected  for  that  purpose. 
The  first  mode  may  on  absti  rlct  principles,  be  con- 
sidered as  most  correct;  and  a tax  b’id,  in  case  of 
selection  on  tl’.e  same  articles  in  all  tiie  state.s,  as 
Was  done  in  the  direct  tax  oi  1798,  is  recommended 
by  its  unifbrniity,  and  supported  by  respecta.ble  au- 
thorit}'.  It  is  nevertheless  beiiet  vu,that  the  .s)  steius 
of  taxa;  ion  i esnectively  adopted  by  the  several  states 
matured,  ;r edified  and  improved,  as  tliey  have  been 
by  long'  experience,  will  generally  be  found  to  be 
best  adap.ed  io  tlie  local  situation  and  cii  cumstan- 
Ces  of  eacii  stale;  and  they  arecertahily  rtiost  cong-e- 
nial  with  the  feeling's  and  habits  of  the  people.  Iti.!> 
titerefbre,  pro])osed,  that  the  direct  tax  should  be 
Lid  and  a.:.sessed  ill  each  stale,  upon  thesameob- 
j«K'.tsof  taxation  Oil  tviucli  the  direct  taxes  levieil 
under  the  autiioritj  ofthe  state  are  laid  and  assessed. 

d'lie  attempt  made  under  the  fbriiier  direct  tax  of 
tlieUnitedStates  to  equalize  the  lax,  by  authorising 
a board  of  commissiouers,  in  each  state,  to  correci 
the  valuations  made  by  the  local  a.ssessors,  was  at- 
tended with  considerable  expense,  and  produc'dve 
of  great  delay.  In  order  to  obviate  this  incouveni- 
eucc,  it  is  proposed,  that  the  quova  assigned  to  eacii 
state,  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  coii- 
si  iuuion,  should  be  apportioned  by  law  amongst  the 
several  counties,  towns  or  other  subdivisions  of 
e.icli  state,  adopting  in  each  state,  where  a state 
tax  is  now  levied  the  apportionment  of  tlie  state  tax, 
wiiether  that  be  an  absolute  quota  fixed  by  a pre- 
vious slate  law  on  the  county  or  town,  or  wdietha* 
it  be  only  the  amount  which  shall  appear  to  have 
been  last  laid  on  such  county  by  the  operation  of 
tiie  general  state  laws  imposing  a direcUax,  making 
tl  ie  uppoitionrrieiit  in  the  slates  wiiere  no  state  tax  is 
now  levied,  according  to  tlie  best  imbrmation  and 
materials  wliich  can  be  obtained;  and  authorising- 
tlie  states  respectively  to  alter  the  ajiportionment 
thus  made  by  law,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  da) 
fixed  by  law  for  assessing  the  United  States’  taxon 
individuals.  The  whole  process  of  assessment  w ill 
thereby  be  reduced  to  that  of  assessing  the  quota  of 
eadi  county,  town,  or  other  subdivision,  on  the 
lands  and  inliubitaiits  of  such  subdivision.  It  will 
be  as  simple,, and  may  be  edected.as  promptly,  and 
with  as  little  expence,  as  the  assessment  of  a county 
tax:  and.  Ill e objects  of  taxation  being  the  same,  it 
may  be  s ill  mure  faciiitat  ed  by  authorising  an  adop- 
tion oi  ijiesta.e  assessment  on  individuals,  whene- 
ver it  can  be  obtained  fi-uiii  the  proper  autiiority. 

'\ViLii  respect  to  indirect  taxes,  it  does  not  appear 
necessary  to  resort  to  any  other  tiiaii  those  Wmeh 
had  been  formerly  levied'by  the  United  Slates.  As 
lliey  wei  e in  eperatioh  during  several  yeais,  their 
detects,  and  ihe  modifications  and  improvements 
of  nhicli  ihey  are  susceptibie,  are  better  under- 
stood, diannew  taxes  could  be.  With  some  altera- 
tions, they  may  produce  tiie  amount  now  wanted; 
and  it  doe, >i)ot  appear,  Uxut  any  other  equally  pro- 


ducave  could  he  substituted  w iih  any  i-eal  ad^  .l^, 
t.ige.  The  gross  amount  of  tlio.se  taxes  in  tueyem’ 
1801,  was  nc.ii  one  iiuHlon  of  doil.rrs.  They  would 
according  iothe  iiio  ease  of  population,  aiid  wiiu- 
out  any  aupncntaiion  in  tlieir  rate,  i iehl  no'w  near 
1,400,000  dc/’.h.is.  An  average  increase  of  about 
50per  cent. in  llieraie,  would jirodtice  the  intended 
gio.ss  amour.t  of  two  nnllioi:s.  Ikit  it  is  believed, 
Ihattliat  increase  ought  not  to  be  the  san.e  in  aii 
those  taxes,  and  that  .someai-e  suscepubie  of  g-reat- 
er  augmejitatiou  or  extension  than  others. 

1.  Duties  on  ilon^stiC  spirits  distillrci. — 'J'liere  i.s 

not  any  nun  <'  (ligiblc  object  of  taxation  than  ardent 
spirits:  bu^  the  mode  of  taxation  is  liable  to  stron.<-»' 
objection, s,  p.-rdcutarly  with  respect  to  porson.s  wi?o 
are  not  pvove.ssioual  mniiufactm-cr.s,  and  who  omv 
occabionaUy  disdl  tue  produce  of  tlieir  farms  it 
is  therefore  proposed,  that  tl.e  duties  on  the  qumru- 
ty  of  spirits  distilled,  should  he  levied  oniv  on  spi- 
rits disliked  from  foreign  maLei-ial  j,  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  pei  gallon  distilled;  ami  on  other  distiih-. 
lues  empio)  i..g  SLills,  the  aggreg.itc  of  which  slmil 
contain  mme  tnan  tour  liundved  gallons,  at  the  rale 
of  three  ceiits  per  galloii  dis.illed;  and  that  inste'al 
of  a duty  on  the  spiiits,  or  oflicences  in  pro])omoii 
to  tiie  ume  employed,  all  oilier  dlstiilers  shouid  on'v 
pay  an  anmuii  tax  of  live  dollars,  for  each  sii,} 
solely  employed  in  t!ie  distillation  of  fraiq  and  of 
fifieai  dolUusfor  each  still  otuenvise  employed— - 
This  rax  may  also,  still,  without  reference  to  time 
be  made  to  vary  according  to  tiie  size  of  tUe.stiik 
At  those  rates,  this  chiss  of  du'ies  is  estimated  to 
produce  at  most  400,000  dollars;  and  it  is  intended 
in  ihat  case  th.it  another  duty  shouid  be  levied  on 
the  samearucle,  m die  shape  of  licences  to  retail 
ers.  By  the  adoption  of  that  mode,  the  expenses 
oi  collection  will  be  considerably  diminished,  pen- 
aides  fur  not  entering  stills  wiil'be  umiecessarv,  and* 
they  'viiibeconhned  \yith  resjiect  to  country  stills 
totiiecaseoi  clandes  .ine  distilling  without  paying 
the  i-ax.  1 

2.  Uutits  on  refined  su^ar.—K  duty  of  double 
that  hereiofbre  laid,  viz.  at  the  rate  of  four  cents 
per  pound,  is  estimated  to  produce  200,000  dollai-s 
Tiie  drawback  both  of  that  duty,  and  of  that  on 
the  importation  of  the  raw  material,  to  be  allowed. 

3.  Licences  to  retailers.—Tliese  are  believed  to* 
be  susceptible  of  considerable  and  very  proper  aug- 
mentation and  extension.  The  following  rates  are 
estimated  to  produce  700,000  dollai's: 

dor  a licence  to  retail  wines,  29 

do  do.  spirits  gene'rallv,  20 

do  do.  domei, tic  spirits  only,  15 

uo  do.  ally  other  species  of  tb- 

_ reign  merchandize,  10 

Tavern  kccpcis  liccuccj.  under  tiiC  autliority  of 
any  state,  and  not  living  in  any  city,  town,  village 
or  wicl.iii  five  miles  thereof;  to  be  excepted.  Every 
other  person  who  sells  wines,  Ibreign  spirits  or  fo- 
1 ejgii  iiierciiandize,  oiherw i.se  than  jn  the  vessel  or 
package  of  importation,  or  ip  the  case  of  dry 
goods;  otherw  i.se  Unui  by  tliC  ,oiece,  and  every  per- 
son who  sells  domes  lie  spirits  in  less  quantity  tliwi 
thirty  gallons,  to  be  considered  as  a retailer. 

4.  Lukies  on  sules  id  These  confined  to 

the  sales  ofarticies  of  foreign  produce  or  manufac- 
ture, and  at  the  sainci-ate  as  hCietofbre,  may  pro- 
duce about  30,000  duilars. 

5 Dudes  upon  cari'ic.ges  for  the  conveyance  of  per- 
Those  duues,  adding  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
per  cent,  on  the  laiues  fomit  }y  raised,  are  estimat- 
ed to  pi-oouce  150,000  datlu  .. 

6.  Stamp  duties — An  association  of  ideas  whipli 
connects  Jiusc  uuues  \t  iui  the  atteiispt^of  Great 
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to  tax  America,  anJ  which  might  with 


enual  propriety  attach  ocUuiu  to  tlie  duty  oii  the 
ImnorlaUon  of  tea,  has  rendered  tlieir  name  m some 
de-ree  unpopular.  The  great  extension  of  post 
roads  and  the  facility  of  distribution,  have  ho 
ever  removed  tlie  most  substantial  objection  to 
which  they  were  liable.  They  do  not  appear  to  be 
more  inconvenient  than  any  otiier  internal  tax,  and 
the  expences  of  collection  are  less  than  on  any 
other  being  only  a commission  on  the  sale  and  the 

cost  of  paper  and  stamping.  At  the  same  rate  as 

l,eretofoi%  with  the  exception  of  bank  notes,  on 
which  an  increase  appears  proper  (with  an  option 
to  th  e banks  to  pay  1-20  part  »t  Uieir  (Uvidends^ m 
lieu  thereof,)  they  are  estimated  to  produce  oU0,000 

becapitulation. 

Direct  tax,  gross  amount,^  g 5,000,000 

Duties  on  spirits,  and  li- 
cences to  distilleries, 
gross  amount. 

Refined  sugar,  gross  a.- 
mount,  . 

Retailers’  licences,  do. 

Sales  at  auction,  do. 

Duties  on  carriages,  do. 
sump  duties,  tlo. 


400.000 

200,000. 

700.000 
50,000 

150.000 

500.000 


-2,000,000 


g 3,000,000 


750,000 


g 4,250,000 
3,600,000 


Total  gross  amount 
TTeduct  expences  ot  assessment  and 

collection  and  losses,  estimated  at 

15  per  centum. 

Net  amount  estimated  for  1814, 

But  are  not  estimated  to  yield 
- in  1813,  more  than 

Most  of  tlie  internaltaxes  have  been  estimated  at 
thdr  marimum  but  it  is  hoped  that  any  detalcat.on 
f rom  the  estimated  amount,  will  be  compensated  by 
a diminutionin  the  expences  o.  collection,  wliicn 

have  also  been  computed  at  highest  rate. 

For  the  superintendance  of  those  taxes,  both  di- 
rect  and  indirect,  it  appears  indispensable  thrt  the 
office  of  commissioner  of  tlie  revenue  should  be 
rMstablished.  For  their  collecuon,  die  foriner 
offices  of  supervisor  and  inspector,  are  believed  to 
have  been  unnecessary  and  injurious  links  in  the 
svBtcnv,  and  that  the  expense  will  be  dimmishetL 
ahd  the  collection  and  accountability  better  secured 
bv  the  division  of  the  s,Utes  into  convenient  colleo- 
tion  districts,  and  by  the  appointment  of  a collector 
to  each  district,  who  will  pay  into  tlie  treasury,  and 
be  immediately  accountable  to  that  department  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  collectors  of  custom s.-- 
This  arrangement,  the  greater  amount  to  be  col- 
'■lected,  and  the  simplification  in  the  •bjects  and 
mode  of  taxation  will,  it  is  hoped,  reduce  in  a short 
time,  the  expences  of  collection  of  the  mdii^ct 
taxes  to  7 1-2  instead  of  13  per  centum,  which  they 
formerly  cost,  when  brought  to  their  highest  de- 
gree of  improvement.  In  estimating  the  charges 
on  the  direct  tax  at  15  per  cent.  5 per  cent,  hay 
been  allowed  for  the  assessment  5 per  cent,  for  tlie 
collection,  and  5 per  cent,  for  losses.  This  last  item 
is  principally  on  account  of  losj^es  ot  unseated  lands 
and  on  some  remote  districts  ot  country,  and  ij 
not  susceptible  of  much  reduction.  That  for  assess 
merit  may  be  lessened  in  those  states  where  the  ob- 
jects of  taxation  do  not  require  an  annual  valma- 
tion,  or  where  the  state  or  county  assessments  may 
be  used.  The  expense  of  collection  proper  may  be 
also  in  some  degree  lessened  in  cities  and  populous 
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districts,  and  by  uniting  it  witli  that  of  the  internal 
taxes.  It  is,  however,  necessary  that  the  compen- 
sation of  the  collectors  be  sufficient  to  command 
he  service  of  men  properly  qualified,  and  in  every 
re«pect  worthy  of  the  tni^t. 

In  performing  the  ungracious  task  of  pointingout 
new  objects  of  taxation,  those  have  been  submitted 
which  appeared  sufficiently  productive,  and  least 
oppressive.  The  objections  to  which  each,  includ- 
ng  the  increase  of  duties  on  importations,  is  liable 
have  not  been  stated,  not  because  I was  insensible 
of  them,  but  because  no  substitute  of  any  impor- 
tance was  perceived,  w hica  was  not  still  more  ob,' 
jectionable.  Every  tax  being  in  some  degree  ait 
evil,  is^thereforc  liable  to  some  objection;  and 
'/ery  one  taken  singly,  may  for  that  reason  be 
easily  combatted.  But  if  the  necessity  of  an  addi- 
tional revenue  be  admitted,  the  objections  afford  no 
ai'gumcnt  why  the  ta.x  proposed,  snould  be  rejected* 
unless  another  less  inconvenient  be  substituted. — 
The  necessity  of  such  an  addition  to  the  revenue, 
las  in  the  course  of  this  letter  been  strongly  urged, 
because  it  was  strongly  felt;  but  with  respect  to 
the  taxes  proposed,  the  selection  is  submitted  with 
diffidence,  and  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  that  some 
more  eligible  may  be  devised. 

The  last  inquiry  of  the  committee  relates  princi- 
pally to  the  terms  on  which  loans  amounting  to  at 
least  ten  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  may  be 
obtained,  and  to  the  plan  proper  to  be  adopted  for 
the  reimbursement  of  such  loans 

The  terms  on  which  annual  loans  to  that  amount 
may  be  obtained,  can  be  ascertained  only  by  expe- 
riment. Government  has  never  since  its  o.^ganiza- 
tion,  obtained  considerable  loans  within  the  United 
States,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  year,  except 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  these  on 
capital  of  ten  millions,  never  amounted  to  seven 
millions  in  the  whole.  In  proportion  to  the  amount 
wanted  for  the  service  of  the  year,  and  to  the  in- 
crease of  stock  of  the  public  debt  at  market,  the 
terms  must  naturally  become  less  favorable.  It 
must  also  be  recollected,  that  in  addition  to  the 
suiu  wanted  to  defray  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  the  war,  an  annual  loan  equal  to  the  annual  re- 
imbursement of  the  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks 
prescribed  by  law,  will  also  be  required.  This, 
together  with  the  reimbursement  of  the  residue  of 
the  converted  stock,  amounting  to  565,000  dollars, 
will  for  tills  year  amount,  as  has  been  stated  in  th« 
annual  report,  to  2,135,000  dollars.  As  tlie  intef- 
Gston  the  existing  debt  is  included  in  the  “current 
expences,”  the  loan  necesssry  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  will 
for  each  subsequent  yeai-,  amount  only  to  1,570,000 
dollai’s.  The  loans  for  those  sums,  will  indeed 
creaie  no  addition  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  but 
will  nevertheless  increase  the  total  sum  to  be  annu- 
ally borrowed.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  if 
the  price  of  stocks  should  sink  below  par,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund  are  bound,  by  the 
existing  laws,  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  annual 
appropriation  of  eigfit  millions  a year  to  the  puit 
chase  of  stock;  and  that  residue  will  this  year 
amount  to  3,640,000  dollars,  which  in  that  case 
must  also  be  boi-rowed.  It  is  a view  of  those  seve- 
ral considerations,  which  has  crea  ed  an  apprehen- 
sion that  loans  to  such  large  amount  might  not 
perhaps  be  obtained  on  as  favorable  terms  as  under 
Other  circumstances,  and  with  the  powerful  assist- 
ance of  a national  bank,  had  been  formerly  antici- 
pated. The  same  view  of  riie  subject  has  most' 
forcibly  impressed  a conviction  of  the  necessitj'  of 
an  &ddilional  revenue.  For  if  further  loans  be  also 
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sorted  to  for  dcfi^x  in.c^  tlie  ordinary  cxpences  a,  d 
-t]>€  i-werest,  they  if  at  all  practicable,  be 

obtained  on  the  most  ruinous  terms.  Excliulmg- 
lliat  idea,  and  embracing  only  tiie  loans  v/hich  are 
"'^sokiidv  ne<-.cssarv,  it  apkeurs  to  me  more  prudent 
mu  to  limit  die  rate  of  interest  by  law.  A discre- 
tumarv  pow  er  in  that  res])ect  is,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  ext'cu-ive,  altogetb.er  indigilile;  but  it  is  prefer- 
obleto  the  risk  of  leaving  the  public  service  unpro- 
vided for.  It  is  also  fi>r  the  same  reason,  requisite 
lliatthe  loans  may  be  made  irredeemable  for  a term 

not  less  than  ten  years.  _ _ . .. 

In  a former  communication  to  tbe  committee  of 
wavs  and  means,  it  was  suggested  tliat  “treasury 
notes,”  bearing  interest,  might,  to  a certain  extent, 
be  issued,  and  to  that  extent  diminish  the  amount 
to  be  directly  boriowcd.  The  advantage  they  would 
have  w'ould  result  from  their  becoming  a paitofthe 
-circulating  medium,  and  talcing,  to  a certain  degree, 
the  nlace  of  bank  notes.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  for  the  same  reason  tlie  issue  must  be  moderate, 
and  never  exceed  tl'iC  -amouiit  whicliniay  ciiculate 
without  depreciation. 

The  loans  necessary  for  the  present  year,  are, 
1st.  A sum  equal  to  tliat  which  may,  during  the 
year,  be  reimbursed  on  account  of  the  princijiHl  of 
theciebt.  2dly.  The  amount  of  expences  wnich  have 
been  or  may  be  authorised  by  congress  and  aie  not 
included  in  the  annual  estimates. 

The  first  sum  will  certainly  amount  to  2,135,000 
dollars,  and  maybe  greater  if  the  stock  should  sink 
below  par. 

The  second  sum  cannot  yet  be  stated,  since  the 
extent  of  the  expences  which  may  be  authorised  is 
■not  yet  ascertained,  and  as  the  estimates  for  the 
additional  army  already  authorised,  have  not  yet 
been  received  by  the  treasury  department. 

The  deficit  of  1,200,000  dollars  (on  the  peace 
«stablishment)  is  not  included  as  absolutely  neces- 
sary, although  its  payment  will,  as  stated  in  the 
annual  report,  leave  ‘in  the  treasury,  a smaller  ba- 
lance than  under  existing  circumstances,  is  eligible., 

It  may  be  proper  to  repeat  tliat  so  long  as  the 
public  credit  is  preserved,  and  a sufficient  revenue 
is  provided,  no  doubts  are  entertained  of  the  possi- 
bility of  procuring,  on  loan,  the  sums  wanted  to 
defray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  a war;  and 
that  the  apprehensions  expiessed  relates  solely  to 
the  terms  of  the  loans,  to  the  j:^ate  of  interest  at 
which  they  can  be  obtained. 

?The  reimbursement  of  the  new  debt  Which  may 
be  created, -must  ultima! ely  depend  on  the  respective 
revenue  and  exi>enditure  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  restoration  of  peace.  No  artificial  provisions, 
BO  appropriations  or  investments  of  particular  funds 
in  certain  persons,  no  nominal  sinking  fund  how- 
ever constructed,  will  ever  reduce  a public  debt,! 
unless  the  net  annual  revenue  shall  exceed  the 
aggregate  of  the  annual  expences,  including  the 
interest  on  the  debt.  Those  who  create  the  debt 
uanonly  estimate  what  the  pCace  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure will  be,  and  presume  that  the  supposed 
surplus  7(v7t  6e  faithfully  and  perseveringly  applied 
to  the  payfhent  of  the  principal. 

The  current  or  peace  expences  have  been  es-: 
tlmated  at  nine  millions  of  dollars.  Suppoji^ing  the 
debt  contracted  during  the  war  not  to  exceed  fifty 
millions,  and  its  annual  interest  to  amount  to  three 
millions,  tbe  aggregate  of  the  peace  expenditure 
would  be  no  more  than  twelve  millions.  And  as; 
tlie  pe.Ace  revenue  ©f  the  United  States  may  at  the 
existing  rate  of  duties  be  fairly  estimated  at  fifteen 
’?oiiUon9«  would  from  tho  outset 


a surplus  of  tliree  millions  of  dollars  a^jpHcable  ‘O 
tbe  redemption  of  tbe  debt.  So  far  therefore  as 
can  now  be  fore.scen,  there  is  the  sirong-est  rea- 
son to  belien  e that  die  debt  thus  contracted  will 
be  discharged  with  lUcility  and  as  .sjieedily  as 
t!ie  loans  will  permit.  Nor  docs  any  other  plan  in 
tliat  respect  appear  necessary  to  ex' end  the  applica- 
tion of  the  annual  apjn  opriation  of  eight  millions, 
and  which  is  amply  suffieicMit  fiir  that  purpose,  to 
the  payment  of  iinerest  and  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  the  new  debt.  No  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  that  mode  being  sufficiently  efficacious, 
since  by  that  plan  alone  forty  six  niilUbns  of  the 
public  debt  have  been  reimimrsed  during  the  last 
eleven  years.  If  the  national  revenue  exceeds  the 
national  expence,  a simple  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  and  co-exten- 
sive  v/Ith  the  object,  is  sufficient,  and  will  infallibly 
extinguish  the  debt.  If  the  expence  exceeds  the 
revenue,  the  appropriation  of  any  specific  sum, 
and  the  investment  of  tile  interest  extinguished,  or 
of  any  other  fund,  will  prove  altogether  nugatory; 
and  the  national  debt  will  notwithstanding  that 
appropriation,  be  annually  increased  by  any  amount 
equal  to  the  deficit  in  the  revenue. 

The  annual  interest  on  the  .existing-  debt 

amounts  to  ^ 2,2  20,000 

And  e.stimating  the  interest  on  the  new 

debt  at  3,000,000 

The  suni  which,  on  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions,  W'ould  at 
the  restoration  of  peace,  be  applicable 
t©  tlie  payment  of  principal,  is  2,780,000 


8,000,000 


A sum.  somewhat  less  than  the  presumed  surplus 
of  three  millions,  ss  above  stated,  and  which  will 
be  nearly  sufficient  to  reimburse  before  the  year  1823 
the  whole  existing  debt  of  the  United  States,  ivith 
the  exception  of  the  three  per  cent  stock.  The  loans 
contracted  during  the  war  being-  made  irredeemable 
for  at  least  ten  ye.ars  the  first  reimbursement  would 
full  on  that  year;  and  the  whole  of  the  appropria- 
tions of  eight  millions  aft  er  deductiug-  485,000  dollars 
for  the  interest  of  the  three  per  cent  stock,  would 
thenceforth  be  applicable  to  tli&  payment  of  the  inte« 
rest  and  principal  of  the  new  debt.  The  precise  pe- 
riod of  final  extinp;uishmenL,  and  the  precise  amount 
of  annual  payments  will  depend  upon  the  terms  of 
the  loans,  and  upon  the  number  of  years  for  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  make  each  loan  irredeemablt . 
But  this  sketch  is  sufficient  to  show,  1st,  That  no 
inconvenience  will  arise  in  making  the  loans  irre- 
deemable for  ten  years,  since  there  is  not  much  pro- 
bability that  they  could  be  sooner  discharged.  2dly,- 
That  tlie  appropriation  of  eight  millions  will  be  suf- 
ficient for  their  final  reimbursement.  3dly,  That, 
the  reimbursement,  £md  that  of  the  whole  debt  of  the 
United  States  (the  times  per-cent,  stock  excepted) 
will  probably  be  effected  within  fifteen  years  after 
the  restoration  of  peace.  It  must  always  be  remem- 
bered that  those  estimates  are  predicated  on  the 
supposition  that  an  additional  revenue  to  the  amount 
already  stated  will  be  provided,  and  that  tlie  in- 
crease of  debt  during  the  wai-,  will  not  exceed  fifty 
millions. 

' 111  answering  the  inquiries  of  the.  committee  o* 
subjects  so  intimately  connected  with  the  most  im- 
portant questions  of  national  concern,  it  became  an 
imperious  duty  to  represent  3 every  circumstance 
precisely  as  it  was  or  appeared  to  be,  and  without 
exaggerating  or  disguising  any  ©f  the  difficulties 
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which  must  be  eucvouiitercd.  To  understand  tliese 
to  their  fiili  extent  u ill  attnrd  the  best  menus  oi  o- 
vercoming  them;  uhd  there  is  none  wnich  appears  in- 
surmountable or  even  discouraging.  What  ;U)pears 
to  be  of  vital  importance  is,  tiiat  the 
at  once  be  mei.  by  the  adoption  ot  efimient  mca 
sures,  which  will  with  certainty  ])roviie  means 
commensurate  wiili  the  expeusej  and  by  ])reservmg 
unimpaired,  inste  .d  of  abusing,  that  public  credit 
on  which  tlie  piblic  resouvees  so  eminently  depend, 
will  enable  tiie  L'nited  States  to  pttv.se verc  in  tue 
contest  until  an  lurioralile  peace  slnill  nave  been 
obtained. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  serv.ud, 

AT. BERT  GALLATIN. 
The  honorable  Ezphial  Jim  on. 

Chairman  of  tha  cominittee  of -amija  and.  means. 


Ir.  Mosely  proposed  that  5000  copies  of  the  com- 
lication  should  be  printed.  Tiiis  motion  was 


Mr 

munication  shotild  be  p 
seconded  by  xMr.  Mlhior;  who,  on  account  of  its 
importance,  conle.tiled  for  the  necessity  ot  making 
ic  as  public  as  possible.  It  was.  opposed  by  Mr. 
Bacon,  as  improper,  and  incurring  an  unnecessary 
expense.  Improper,  because  it  would  be  giving 
an  undue  sanction  to  a letter  to  one  ot  the  commit- 
tees of  the  house,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon 
(and  w hich  it  was  unusual  to  ])ublish  at  all),  iucur- 
ring  an  unnecessary  expense,  because  the  letter  ot 
the  secretary  would  undoaibtedly  be  printed  in  e>.^erv: 
newspaper  in  the  United  States,  and  by  this  means 
be  made  move  generally  public,  than  it  would  be  in 
any  other  way.  Mo-tion  negatived  7^  to- 42. 

Mr.  Maxwell  then  moved  that  1000  copies  be 
printed.  This  motion,  after  some  observations 
from  Messrs,  AV^right,  Fisk  and  Findley,  in  which 
they  urged  the  impropriety  of  giving-  any  counte- 
nance to  a letter,  conLaining  i>i-opositions  which 
vt  ould  not  probably  be  agreed  to  by  congress,  and 
which  wmuld  serve  only  unnece.ssarily  to  alarm  the 
people,  was  negatived  60  to  52. 

Mr.  Davenport  moved  to  ha',  « 500  copies  printed, 
which  motion  was  also  negatived,  and  the  usual  num- 
ber ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
•f  the  wiiole,  Mr,  Nelson  in  the  chair,  o)i  the  bill 
concerning  the  nayal  est^iblishment,  when  Messrs. 
Bassett  and  Mitchell  each  spoke  at  ccsisiderable 
length  in  favor  of  the  bill.  After  whicli,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  I'iCCt  leave  to  sit  again.  Adjourned. 

Tiiesday,  Jan.  21.  After  several  privats  petitions 
had  been  presented  and  referred — 

The  speaker  laid  before  tJ^ie  house,  statements 
from  the  secretaries  of  state  and  war,  containing 
lists  of  the  clerks,  vjtith  their  compensations, employ- 
ed in  each  depai’tmeiiu 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  Jh  pur- 
suance of  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  20  th  ult. 
©ailing  for  a list  of  the  nan\es  of  persons  who  have 
obtained  patents  f(5^rnew  arts  or  inventions. 

The  several  communications  W'ere  ordered  to  be 
^inted. 

The  house  then  . resolved  Itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  conceniing  the  navy. , Mr, 
Nelson  in  the  chair;  wdien  Messrs.  Jphnson  and 
Koberts  spoke  against  the  bill  and  Messrs.  Lowndes 
and  Law  in  favor  of  it;  af  ter  which,  the  committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.  Adjourned. 

} r ednesday,  January  22.  Mr.  R icliardson,  a m em- 
feer  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 
took  his  scat. 


Several  pc'.ilio!i‘?  of  a prlv.-ilc  nature  were  pre. 
J’>ciitcd  and  referred. 

A message  was  j-e-reived  from  the  president  of 
the  Ur.ilcJ  .States,  inclo.sing  a communication  from, 
the  g-ovei-nor  of  Xmv  .lerscr,  with  cer'aiin  resohi- 
tion.s  of  the  legislature  of  that  state  approbatory  of 
tlie  mea.«^vircs  of  llie  general  go\  ernment.  Ordered 

lie  on  tlic  tabic. 

'I'ne  h'Htse  agaiii  went  iiito  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  tlie  bill  concerning  tliC  navy,  .I/r.  . s'ehon 
in  the  chair.  The  ([uesdon  on  blUng  up  the  blank 
in  the  section  wliicb  provides  for  repairing  th.e  ves- 
sels on  band,  with  four  hundre-.l  and  eiglily  Uou- 
sand  dollars,  wa.s  cai-ried  by  a lai-ge  inajority. 

The  next  section  provides  far  the  building  of— — - 
additional  frigates. 

Afr.  Cheves  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
word  te7i. 

Mr.  Rliea  moved  to  strike  out  this  section  from 
the  bill.  After  .some  debate,  in  wkich  Messrs.. 
Rhea,-  Smllie,  Bl  ick'.cdge  and  Boyd  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Ciieves,  Xewton,  Clay 
(the  Speaker)  and  Mitchell  against  it,  tlie  motion 
was  negatived  52  to4r.  Tiie  committee  then  rose 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  Adjo’arned. 

( For  Thursday's  proceeding's  see  page  392- J 


Additional  Army. 

The  force  ta  be  immediately  raised  bv  the  bili; 
[which  has  passed  Congress  is  to  consist  of 
Ten  regiments  of  infantry. 

Two  regiments  of  artillery. 

One  regiment  oflight  dragoons. 

The  regiments  of  artillery  are  to  consist  of  two 
battalions  of  ten  companies  each.  The  efficieair 
force  of  a regiment  of  artillery  to  be  as  fbllows: 

1 
2 


Colonel, 

Tjieutenant  Coloiicls 
Majors, 

CapAains, 

First  Lieutenants,  - 
Second.  Ifientenauts 
Cadets, 

Adjutants, 

Quarter-master, 

Pay-master, 

Surgeon, 


Surgeon’s  Mates,  2 
Serjeant  majors,  - 2- 

Qnai'-6'3^  master  serjts.  2 
Senior -Musicians,  . 2 
Serjeants,  = 80> 

Corporals,  . 

Artificers,  - 

Musicians,  - 40 

Privates,  - 144Q 


Total, 


1918 


A regiment  of  infantry  is  to  cons  ist  of  the  same, 
field. and stafi' officers  as  above,  with,  18  captains, 
18  first  and  18  second  llenfeenants,  18  ensigns,  72^ 
Serjeants,  72  corporals,  3.6.  musicians,  and  1800- 
privates;  to  form  two  battalions,  each  of  nine  com- 
panies. Total  2070.  The  total  of  tlie  regiments  of 
dragoons  1182.  They  ax*e  to  be.  raised  for  five 
years. 

The  new  general  staff  is  to  consist  of  two  major 
generals,  to  be  allowed  two  aids  each;  five  bri- 
gadier generals,  each  to  be  allow'ed  a brigade  major, 
and  aid;  an  adjutant  general  and  an  . inspector  ge* 
neral. 

The  pay  of  the  general  staff  as  foUaws-.r-Alajo^' 
generals,  two  hundred  dollars,  and  twenty  doiiar* 
for  forage,  per  month,  and  fifteen  rations  per  day. 
Brigadier  generals,  one  hundred  and  four  doi  irs^ 
and  sixteen  dollars  for  forage,  per  month,  and 
Uwelve  rations  per  day.  Aids  de  camp  10  major 
generals,  twenty-four  dollars,  and  ten  dollai-s-loB'.* 
forage,  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day,  in-  ad?, 
dition  to  theii’  pay  in  the  iint  [Centiach 
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Population  of  tlie  Territories  of  the  United  States, 


Dtstn'et  of  Columbta. 


COUNTIES, 

lii  moo. 

In  1810.  _ ' 

Free 

white 

1 

1 Slaves. 

Total 

Slaves. 

Free 

white 

S 

Washington  City  "1 

Georgetown,  ^ L 

Washington  county,  exclusive  of  [ 
the  city  and  Georgetown,  J 

Alexandria,  - _ 

Alexandria  county  exclusive  of  the  town. 

5,6f2 

3,727 

667 

2,072 

875 

297 

00 

i f5904  1,437 
1 1 3235  1,162 

1^1206  955 

4903  1,488 
831  353 

j 8,208 
■ 4,948 

2,315 
7,227 
; 1,325 

T ftTALS,  - 

10.056 

3.144 

14,093 

16079  5,395  24,023 

jMiSStsstjyipt,  > 


yp  aslungton,  - - - - 

Pickerings  - - 

Adamss  - - - - 

Ajutb,  - --  --  - -- 

Cl.4.iborke,  - 

FilAKKEIN, 

jVIadison,  - - - - - 

Tkefeiison,  - - - - - 

Warren,  - - - 

Wayne,  - ' " 

Wilkinson, 

738 

2,198 

2,348 

498 

733 

2,257 

1,250 
2,940  i 
4,660^ 

2,0  i0|  900 

4,355j  5,671 
667|  717 

3,312;  1,422 
1,552  1,538 
1,268  735 

3,745  948 

2,180  1,792 
622  473 

972  262 

2,432  2,630 

2,920 

10,002 
1,427- 
4,750 
3,102 
2,016 
4.699 
4,001 
1 114 
1,253 
5,068 

Totals.  ^ 5,179 

3,489 

8,85u 

23,024  17,0881  40;352 

^nSiana.t 

(Knojc,  - - --  -- 

Randolphs  - - - - • 

St.  Clairs 

Dearborn,  - ------ 

Clark,  - * „ - - - - 

Harrison,  . 

Totals. 

2,40iJ 

963 

1,21^ 

1 107 

> none 

1,103 
^ • 1,255 

7,218 

5,549 

3,562 

AOC 

no7u 

8: 

2: 

J 7,310 
L 5,670 
L 3,595 

4,577  135  4,875 

li  23,890 

23; 

r 24,520 

©rleatiS. 


Parishes  of  New  Orleans. 

County  of  OiiiEAxs-City  and  suburbs  of  N Orleans, 
Precincts  of  tlo* 


German  coast 
Acadia 
La  Fouchb 
Ibertixee 
Point  CottpeR 

COKCOBDIA 

Acachitta 

RapuiTes 


Natchitoches 

Opelousas 

Attakapas 

Totals. 


Plaqueimne  , 

SL  Bernard, 

St.  Charles, 

St.  In.  Baptiste, 

St.  James, 
Ascension, 
Assumption, 

Interior  of  La  F ouche 
Iberville, 

Baton  Rouge, 

Point  Coupee, 
Concordia, 

Auachitta 
Rapides, 

Catahula, 

Avoyelles, 
Natchitoches, 
Opelousas, 
Attakapas, 


6,331 ; 

5,961 

17,242 

1,670 

4,863 

7,310 

557 

753 

1,549 

628 

382 

1,020 

820 

2,321 

^ 3,291 

1,402 

1,518 

2,990 

1,962 

1,952 

3,955 

1,141 

lj031 

2,219 

1,915 

547 

2,472 

l,70i: 

289 

1,995 

1,429! 

1,205 

2,679 

706! 

i 675 

1,463 

1,248 

, 3,187 

4,539 

1,279, 

; 1,581 

2,895 

784' 

284 

1,077 

996 

1,081 

2,200 

808 

348 

1,164 

783 

404 

1,209 

1,213 

1,476 

2,870 

1,989 

1,670 

5,04? 

3,959 

3,132 

7,369 

34,311' 34,660 

76,556 

.1.  IR 10  called  “Territory  of  the  United  Suies  soutii  of  tjie  Ohio  ” 

tBandotpA  «a<i  Si-  Qair  na\i  form  a part  of  tt«  /««»» temtory-sce 


next  p»|Co 
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;^ul)t0an. 


COUNTIES. 

In  1800. 

1810. 

s.. 

Co 

a 

a a 

d 

P 

& 

’^ree 

kite. 

s 

0 

Detroit, 

. 

_ 

2,114 

17 

2,227 

Erie,  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

1,327 

4 

1,340 

Hurox  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

578 

2 

580 

MiCUItmACKIXAC, 

- 

- 

- 

599 

1 

615 

Totals, 

- 

- 

- 

4,618 

24 

4,762 

Houfetana. 


District  of  St.  Charles,  . - - _ 

Do.  St.  Louis,  - 

3,221 

4,807 

271 

740 

3,505 

5,667 

Do.  St  Gexevieve,  - . . 

3,173 

o oni 

988 

ArQri 

4,620 

^ ooo 

Do.  Cape  G'Irariieau,  — - — . 

Do.  New  Madrid,  --- 

Settlement  ofHopEFiELD  Sc  St.  Fp.axcis,  . 

Do.  on  the  Arkexsas,  ... 

Totals,  . . _ . - 

1,811 

159 

765 

ooy 

287 

29 

107 

0,000 

2,103 

188 

874 

17,227 

3,011 

20,845 

3(lltnate. 


3t.  Clair, 
Randolph, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,213 

962 

nofie. 

107 

1,255 

1,102 

4,908 

6,647 

40 

128 

5,007 

7,275 

Totals, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,555 

16' 

82 

French  Troops  in  Spain,  &c. 

From  a late  paper  of  Cadiz  (says  the  Essex  Re- 
gister) we  have  an  estimate  of  the  troops  said  to  have 
entered  Spain,  from  France,  in  the  time  included 
between  the  19th  October,  1807,  and  the  31st  of 
July,  1811,  and  they  are  supposed  to  exceed  600,000 
men.  As  the  tables  appear  to  have  been  drawn  up 
with  great  attention,  and  not  in  general  numbers, 
they  may  serve  at  least  to  guide  us  to  a general 
epinidn  of  the  proportion  in  the  respective  years, 
and  of  the  relative  number  of  the  infantry,  horse 
and  artillery.  The  higliest  number  of  infantry  is 
given  in  1808,  and  exceeding  200,000.  About  a 
quarter  part  of  that  force  had  been  sent  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  in  the  year  following,  and  about  a 
twentieth  part  had  been  added  in  the  succeeding  pe- 
riod, giving  in  all  415,654  infantry.  In  1808,  it  is 
said  above  36,000  horse  were  sent  on  the  same  route, 
Guipiscoa  and  Navarre,  about  a fifth  of  that  num- 
ber in  the  preceding  year,  and  about  a sixth  in  the 
year  following,  but  mdre  than  half  that  number  in 
the  next  period,  giving  a whole  number  not  exceed- 
ing 68,000.  Nearly  8000  artillery  is  said  to  have 
entered  in  1808,  and  the  total  of  the  French  who 
entered  Spain  in  the  above  term,  by  G uipiscoa  and 
Navarre,  is  given  at  506,998.  To  this  table  is  add- 
ed another  in  the  same  form,  of  those  who  are  sup- 
posed to  enter  bylruninthe  same  time.  We  say 
supposed,though  nothing  is  said  to  imply  any  doubts. 
The  infantry  which  entered  in  tliis  route  in  the  res- 
pective years,  are  made  to  amount  to  69,127,  the 
hoi*se  to  9,922,  with  about  300  artillery,  amounting 
in  all,  with  all  tlie  attendants  of  the  army,  to  118,23  i. 
1 he  troops  supposed  to  have  been  existing  in  Spain 
at  the  last  of  thedates,  are  given  at  140,000,  and  this 
IS  said  to  be  vvithout  great  error,  and  it  is  calculated 
that  the  war  in  Spain,  reckoning  from  June  1808 
cost  the  French  annually  110,000  men,  9000  month" 
ly  and  300  cyefy  day.  ' No  estimate  is  given  of  the 


Spanish  losses  in  the  same  time,  and  it  could  not  be. 
so  easy  to  know  what  losses  had  been  sustained 
among  the  troops  of  the  country,  as  among  the 
foreign  troops  who  had  entered  for  foreign  service. 
From  the  statement  it  appears  that  it  has  not  been 
an  easy  purchase,  but  no  vigor  seems  wanting  in 
the  Freiioh  to  maintain  the  country  they  have  con* 
quered. 


United  States’  Militia  Bill. 

StTBSTAXCE  OF  THE  SUPPLEXEXTAKT  MILITTA  3ILt; 

Sec.  1.  Organizes  a miner  class  of  militia,  to 
consist  of  all  persons  liable  to  do  militia  duty,  over 
18  and  under  21  years  of  age,  liable  to  heorder^  out 
whenever  the  president  may  have  power  to  call  out 
detachments  of  militia,  to  continue  3 months  in  the 
actual  service  only,  in  the  state  where  they  reside. 

Sec.  2.  Constitutes  a junior  class,  to  consist  of 
all  men  over  21  and  under  50,  to  serve  12  months  at 
a time,  in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  Provides  for  a senior  class  over  30  and 
under  45,  to  serve  6 months  at  a time,  in  tlieir  ov.m 
or  an  adjoining  state, 

^ Sec.  4.  Every  captain  must  enroll  the  militia  of 
his  company  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  annualiy. 

^ Sec.  5.  A part  of  such  class  only  to  serve  at  one 
time,  to  be  designated  by  lot;  and  no  individual  to 
do  actual  duty  more  than  once;  until  the  whole 
class  shall  have  served. 

Sec.  6.  Every  militia  man  may  furnish  a substi- 
tute out  of  the  class  to  which  he  belongs. 

Sec.  7.  Every  officer  failing  to  do  his  duty,  shall 
be  casluered,  and  fii;ed  not  exceeding  50  dollars  by 
a court  martial. 

Sec.  8,  Every  inhabitant  enrolled  among  the  mi- 
litia on  the  first  Monday  in  Apadl,  1813,  shall,  six 
months  thereafter,  be  entitled  to  one  stand  of  arms, 
the  right  to  wliiuh  - shall  inalienably  .be  vested  ia 
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him,  and  which  cannotbe  levied  or  distrained  upon, 
to  satisfy  any  demand  whatever;  provided,  that  eve- 
ry such  inhabitant  shall  make  oath  that  he  has  not 
before  received  a stand  of  arms;  liable  to  be  fined 
and  punished  for  making  false  oatln 

Sec.  9.  Any  militia  man  selling  his  stand  of  arms, 
or  disposing  of  it  in  any  manner,  shall  be  fined  40 
dollars  and  imprisoned  90  days. 

Sec.  10.  Any  person  exporting,  or  causing  to  be 
exported,  any  such  stand  of  arms  shall  be  fined  50 
dollars. 


operations.  Of  the  first  piece  finished  by  those 
gentlemen  the  president  of  the  United  States  wore 
a suit  on  the  1st  inst. — it  was  finished  only  on  the 
24  th  of  December,  ft  is  stated  by  good  judges  to 
be  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  the  best  quality  im- 
ported. 

INfr.  Dupont  was  the  first,  or  among  the  first,  of 
those  who  introduced  the  vneHno  into  the  United 
States;  and  his  flock  is,  perhaps,  the  largest  uikI 
best  in  America. 


^ Sec.  11,  12,  13,  14,.  15,  16,  17,  contain  provi- 
sions to  regulate  the  manner  in  which  the  arms  shall 
be  preserved,  or  forfeited  in  particular  events,  and! 
to  carry  into  execution  the  preceding  provisions  of 
the  bill. 


Arts  and  Manufactures. 

AtLynn,  in  Massachusetts,  during  the  year  1811, 
nearly  one  million  pairs  of  women’s  shoes  were  ma- 
nufactured. The  upper  leathers  are  formed  of  the 
domestic  sheep  or  foreign  goatskins  dressed  in  mo- 
rocco fashion.  Sheep  skins,  which  a i‘c\v  years 
ago  were  u^orth  only  a few  cents,  when  finished  for 
making  shoes  and  slippers  as  above,  are  vtdued  at 
two  dollars  and  a quarter.  Domestic  manufactu^ics 
«f  morocco  commenced  in  1796  or  1797 — at  present, 
the  whole  union  is  supplied  with  it,  and  therein  no 
occasion  whatever  for  the  imported  material. 

The  following  advertisement  is  copied  from  a Phila- 
delphia paper  as  announcing  the  liberal  establish- 
ment of  a most  important  and  interesting  manu- 
facture. 

AMERICAir  IffA2TUFACT03lY  OF  PJLAXE  IROlfS,  8?C. 

The^  public  are  respectfully  informed,  that  the 
subscriber  has  (of  Mr.  Daniel  Pettibone’s  Manufac- 
tory of  cast  or  other  steel)  for  sale,  plane  irons,  by 
the  gross,  dozen,  or  single,  -zvarranted,-  ^Iso,  book- 
binder’s knives. 

And  at  short  notice  can  furnish,  clothier’s  shear 
blades,  paper  mill  knives,  hay  knives,  straw  knives, 
chissels,  gouges,  hoes,  spades,  shovels,  trowels, 
drawing  knives,  scythes,  siths,  cooper’s  and  block 
maker’s  tools,  furrier’s  knives,  tanner’s  fleshing 
knives,  knives  for  dressing  skins  for  gloves  or  parch- 
ment, knives  for  cutting  tobacco — -and  almost  all 
other  plated  edge  tools. 

EBENEZER  BETTS. 

J^vrth  severith'Street,  Philadelphia. 

T.  S.  The  above  articles  are  manufactiwed  accord-, 
ing  to  Mr.  D.  Pettibone’s  patented  improvement. 

Newburgh,  (is.  T.)  Dec.  24. 

Messrs.  Reeve  and  Dubois,  of  this  village,  ha\’e 
received  from  the  woollen  manufactory  of  Mr. 
George  Booth  of  Poughkeepsie,  an  assortment  of 
common  and  superfine  broad  cloths,  which  they 
are  now  selling  at  a low'er  rate  than  European  cloth 
of  the  same  fineness,  and  tvhich  is  more  durable 
and^of  equal  beauty. 

A citizen  of  thb  state,  has  lately  deposited  in 
the  patent  office,  drawings,  specification,  8(C.  of  a 
machine  that  will  per*form  the  labor  of  6 or  8 hands 
per  day.  It  will  cut  with  the  greatest  accuracy. — 
Any  deseription  of  files,  from  the  coarsest  to  the 
finest,  may  be  cut  by  changing  one  wheel  or  pinion. 

The  manufacturing  establishment  of  Messrs.  Du- 
pont, Bauduy,  and  Co.  on  the  Brandywine,  near 
Wilmington,  Delaware — an  establishment  second 
to  none  in  this  country,  and  for  execution  is  likely 
to.be  inferior  to  few  in  the  world,  has  corameuced  its 


emery. — The  art  of  making  emery  [corun- 
dum] which  is  an  article  of  the  first  consequence 
in  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactories,  and  in 
w^hite  smithery,  has  been  discovered  by  Pliny  Earle 
and  Brothers,  card  makers,  in  Leicester,  (Mass.) 
It  is  presumed  that  after  a few  small  manufactories 
of  this  article  are  established,  the  expense  of  which 
Will  not  be  great,  a supply  can  be  furnished  of  a 
superior  quality  to  that  which  has  been  imported: 
The  manufacture  of  this  article  w ill  make  a consi- 
derable annual  saving  to  the  United  States;  and  at 
a time  when  it  is  becoming  scarce,  it  mtust  be  a 
pleasing  eircumstance,  that  one  more  article  of 
prime  necessity  is  reduced,  for  certainty,  to  domes- 
tic origin  and  manufacture.  How  far  the  raw  ma- 
terial pervades  this  country,  is  not  known — ^as 
yet,  it  has  been  found  in  but  few  places;  it  is,  how- 
ever expected  that  New-England  will  furnish  an 
ample  supply  for  ages;  and  it  is  supposed  that  it 
may  be  found  in  various  parts  of  the  Union. 

JN'dt.  JBgis-. 

^^Hfivican  J\tanufCLCtures  increasing. — Gilbert  J. 
Hunt  is  about  establishing  a manufactory  of  E5ie- 
BY,  which  we  are  told  is  of  a superior  quality,  and 
will  supercede  the  necessity  of  application  to  the 
E-uropean  market  for  that  article;  [J\'.  T.  CoL 

From  the  Boston  Chronicle. 

Very  inierestmg  discovery. very  ingenious 
mechanics,  living  at  Montpelier,  within  the  pale  of 
the  Green  Mountains  in  Vermont,  having  a lauda- 
ble zeal  to  improve  the  mechanic  arts  with  ad  van-, 
tage  to  themselves,  and  their  country,  and  farther 
stimulated  by  the  generous  premium:  offered  by 
the  French  government,  for  tlie  best  metliod  to 
spin  fiax,  8cc.  engaged  in  the  invention  of  niachi-. 
nery  for  that  purpose;  and  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
the  writer  of  this  article  can  say,  with  the  fullest 
assurance,  that  they  have  accomplished  this  grand, 
design.  Thb  machinery  has  stood  tlie  test  of 
experience;  the  principle  is  entirely  new,  and  as 
simple  as  perfect.  The  macliinery  is  now  in  actual 
operatipn,  and  has  run  (more  or  less)  for  six  iponthsj 
past. 

The  principle,  if  rightly  applied,  with  suitable 
materials  and  corresponding  machinery,  will  pro- 
duce every  kind  of  cordage  manufactured  .from  fla?^ 
or  hemp,  whiclib  necessary  for  the  convenience  or 
mankind,  from  the  coarsest  rope  to  the  finest  cam- 
firip. 

The  economy  produced  by  this  machinery,  when 
qontrasted  w'ith  cotton  spinhipg,  is  three-eights, 
and  upon  manual  labor  four-fift,hs. 

Thb  astonishing  improvement  in  the  art  of  spin* 
ning,  which  mechanics  and  men  of  science  in  all 
parts  of  the  globe  have  labored  in  vain  to  produce; 
seems  peculiarly  reserved  to  be  brought  forth  by  the 
new  world,  and  at  a time  the  most  fortunate.. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  authors  of  thb 
invention  are  sober,  industrious  men,  but  in  very 
indigent  circumstances,  and  it  is  feared  unable  tp 
prosecute  to  advantage  so  noble  a design# 
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Clironicle. 

BALTnioRE,  January  25, 1812. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States^  has  been  chiefly 
•ccupied  with  business  of  a private  nature,  since 
our  last  notice  of  their  proceedings.  Thebillfrom 
the  house  of  representatives  authorising  the  presi- 
dent to  accept  aiid  organize  certain  volunteer  corps, 
was  twice  read  on  the  17th  inst.  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members  On  the  21st  Mr.  Reed 

laid  on  the  table  a resolution  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining, as  far  as  the  same  may  be  practicable, 
the  number  of  ships  or  vessels,  and  amount  of 
tonnage,  and  mercliandize  of  the  growth,  produce 
or  manufacture  of  tlie United  States,  exported  from 
thence  to  any  port  or  place  in  France,  subsequent 
to  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  also 
to  asceriain  the  duties  paid  or  payable  on  such  arti- 
cles of  merchandize. 

Governor  Harrison. — It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world  to  find  fault.  The  pert  insinuation  of  a fool, 
(v/ho  condemns  before  he  reasons,  or  is  ready  to 
ans-iver  before  lie  hears  a question)  has  oftentimes 
done  most  serious  injury  to  a wise  and  gcod  man. — 
The  conduct  of  governor  Harrison,  and  the  pre- 
sumed instructions  of  the  executive,  have  aflTorded 
a pretty  fertile  field  for  paragraph  oratory  in  the 
news-papers,  in  wliich  the  editors  supposed  what 
they  pleased,  and  drew  their  concZimons  accordingly. 
As  soon  as  room  is  afforded,  we  intend  to  insert  the 
letter  of  this  valuable  man  to  that  old  veteran,  his 
friend,  general  Scott,  governor  of  Kentucky,  with 
various  proceedings  much  to  his  honor,  as  well  as 
that  of  colonel  Boyd,  of  the  regular  army,  of  whom 
governor  II.  has  so  handsomely  spoken  on  every 
occasion:  but  cannot  refrain,  at  this  time,  from 
presenting  the  following  resolutions  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  Kentucky,  a state  that  suffered 
the  loss  of  some  of  her  best  citizens  in  the  conflict, 
and  whose  representatives,  it  is  fairly  to  be  presu- 
med, know  nearly  as  much  of  the  business  as  some 
others  who  have  decided  with  more  promptitude, 
and  no  less  assurance. 

Legislature  of  Kentucky,  Jan.  7,  1812, 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Indians  upon  the  Wabash,  gov.  Wm. 
Henry  Harrison  has  behaved  like  a hero,  a patriot, 
and  a general*,  and  that  for  his  cool,  deliberate^  skil- 
ful and  gallant  Conduct  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe, 
he  well  deserves  the  warmest  thanks  of  his  country 
and  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a copy  of  the  above  resolution 
to  governor  Wm.  Henry  Harrison. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  inst.  eight  or  nine 
wooden  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire  at  Richmond 
—-“the  night  of  the  26th,”  (on  the  alarm  being 
given,  says  the  writer  of  the  account)  “rushed  up- 
on the  memory  of  all,  and  screams  and  shrieks  re 
echoed  and  run  through  the  streets.”  The  loss  of 
property,  is  estimated  at  15  or  ^20,000  but  no  one 
personally  injured.  The  ravages  of  the  flames  were 
stopped  by  the  parapet  -walls  of  an  adjacent  brick 
building. 

Counterfeiters  of  Bank  notes. — ^We  congratulate 
the  public  on  the  dissolution  of  tlie  most  formidable 
co-partnership  in  villainy  that  ever  existed  in  the 
United  States.  The  gang  that  lately  sat  out  to  in- 
undate the  middle  states  with  counterfeit  notes,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  completely  broken  up  at  the  very 
comm'encement  of  its  career.  TivelY©  or  tliirteen 
persons  aji-e  secured. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENCES — 1811. 

On  the  16tli  inst.  the  president  of  the  United 
States  by  message,  presented  to  congress  an  ac- 
count of  the  contingent  expenccs  of  the  executive 
for  the  year  1811,  as  follows: 

To — three  warrants  drawn  in  favor  of 

William  C.  C.  Claiborne  g2,300  00 
One  do.  in  favor  of  D.  Holmes, 
governor  of  the  Mis.  Ter.  96  00 

Balance  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  president  16,842  72 


20,240  72 

By— amount  granted  the  president 

Februaiy  20,  1811,  20,000'  00 

Ditto  from  C.  A.  Rodney,  late 
attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  a balance  in  his  hands 
of  monies  heretofore  advanced 
from  this  fund  in  a formtr  ap- 
propriation 540  ^2 


T,  V . ,.  . . . S20,240  72 

1 HE  NAVY.— A Strong  disposition  is  manifested  to 
increase  the  navy  of  the  United  States  to  such  an 
extent  as  may  be  judged  adequate  to  the  protection 
of  our  coasts  and  harbors.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  that  part  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage relating  to-  a naval  establishment  was  referred, 
of  which  Mr.  Cheves  is  chairman,  has  long  been 
laid  off  for  insertion,  but  as  yet  omitted— it  is  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  building  some  ships  of  the  line” 
and  a number  of  frigates.  This  report  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Cheves  in  committee  of  the  whole,  a few 
days  ago,  in  a most  eloquent  and  argumentative 
speech— and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Clay  (speaker^ 
advocated  the  building  of  ten  frigates  in  his  usual 
masterly  manner— contending  that  the  western 
states  were  as  much  benefitted  by  a navy  as  any 
other,  to  secure  New  Orleans  and  the  safety  ofpas^^ 
sage  through  tlie  gulf,  &c.  The  committee  of 
the  whole  have  agreed  to  appropriate  money  foF 
fitting  out  all  our  present  force;  and,  by  a maiori- 
tyof  five,  negatived  a motion  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion for  building  ten  additional  frigates,  as  may  ap  ■ 
pear  by  referring  to  the  proceeding's.  ^ 

The  vice  consul  of  France,  at  .Savannah,  has  gj. 
ven  notice  to  the  collector  of  that  port,  that  his 
functions  had  ceased  op  the  1st  inst,  in  consequence 

“of  the  odious  encroacliment  committed  in  that 

cit}^,  on  the  flag  and  subjects  of  his  imperial  majes^ 
ty.  * Alluding  to  the  late  riot  in  which  two  French 
piivateers  were  burnt,  &c.  as  related  in  the  Weeklu 
Register, 

It  is  stated  that  gen.  Dearborne,  of  Massachu- 
setts, has  been  nominated  by  the  president,  as  a 
major-general  in  the  additional  army— But  others 
insinuate  that  gen.  Jinnstrong  is  to  have  the  com- 
mand. Perhaps  there  is  no  truth  in  either  rumor. 

*‘TFashington,  January  12. 

“By  a statement  sent  to  the  senate  this  morning 
from  the  treasury  department,  it  appears  that,  du- 
ring the  year  beginning  October  1st,  1809,  and 
ending  September  30th,  1810,  4,162,766  gallons  of 
spirits  were  distilled  in  the  United  States  from  ma- 
terials other  than  grain  imported  from  tlie  West- 
Indies;  and  that  2,682,947  galloiLS  were  distilled 
ti-om  materials  other  than  grain  imported  from  the 
same  islands,  during  the  nine  months  commencing 
tlie  1st  of  October,  1810,  ami  terminating  the  30th 
June,  1811.  The  senate  have  been  engaged  on  no- 
interesUng  subj  q?  t for  days.  I4mer. 
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The  general  assembly  of  North-Carolina  adjourn- 
ed on  Monday,  the  23d  of  December,  after  having- 
passed  23  laws  of  a public  and  109  of  a private  nature. 

From  the  necessity,  (says  a Raleigh  paper,)  to 
which  the  public  treasurer  has  been  driven  of  bor- 
rowing money  from  the  banks  for  two  years  past,  a 
small  augmentation  has  been  made  in  the  taxes. — 
Land  is  to  pay  lOd.  instead  of  8d,  on  the  100  acres, 
and  town  property  and  polls  2s.  6d.  instead  of  2s‘ 
wholesale  merchants  ^12,  and  retail  dealers,  ^6; 
pedlars  ^6  for  every  county,  and  billiai-d  tables  ^60. 

Earth  from  a letter  to  the  edi- 

tor dated  Henderson,  (Ky.)  Dec.  28,  1811. 
severe  shock  of  an  eartliquake  was  felt  at  this 
place  on  the  16th  inst.  at  half.past  2 o’clock,  A.  M. 
— many  chimneys  were  cracked  by  the  motion; — 
and  at  sun-rise  another  shock  threw  down  most  of 
the  chimneys  so  injured.  We  have  had  a shock 
ev^ery  day  since  until  the  25th  instant,  I expect  to 
send  you  a more  particular  account,” 

At  the  date  of  our  last  advices  from  Spain,  the 
g)-and.  armies  were  many  miles  asunder,  without 
any  apparent  intention  of  attacking  each  other, 
gen.  Suchet,  after  the  fall  of  Saguntum  had  pro- 
ceeded to  invest  Valentia.  Tlie  Spanish  general 
Ballesteros  had  overrun  Andahisia,  advancing  with- 
in six  or  seven  leagues  of  Seville,  and  defeating  se- 
veral small  corps  of  the  Frencli.  A great  degree 
of  military  activity  seems  to  prevail  in  many  parts  of 
Spain,  and  the  recontres  of  adverse  detachments 
are  frequent  and  very  destructive. 

A great  'want  of  harmony  exists  In  the  Cortes — 
Some  of  their  meetings  have  been  very  boisterous. 
In  one  instance  the  members  and  spectators  were 
.so  unruly  that  the  president  was  compelled  to  ad- 
journ. A commission  has  been  appointed  to  try  the 
*ex-regent  Lardizabal.  Mr.  Valiente,  a member  of 
the  Cortes,  denounced  by  the  people,  was  protected 
bv  a military  force  on  board  a ship  for  a safety, — 
Much  more  confusion  was  expected,  and  indeed 
there  seems  reason  to  fear  that  a counterpart  of  the 
horroi’sof  Paris  during  some  part  of  the  French  re- 
volution, will  be  performed  at  Cadiz, 

The  militia  of  the  city  and  county  of  iN'ew-York, 
(says  the  Columbian)  consists  of  ten  regiments  of 
infantry,  one  b;rctalion  of  riflemen,  one  squadron 
of  cavalry,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  one  com- 
-pany  of  flying,  do.  and  one  company  of  veteran 
■ volunteers.  Tlie  field  pieces  are  of  brass,  incom- 
plete order  for  service,  and  well  provided  with  am- 
munition. 


Exclusive  of  these,  the  heavy  iron  pieces  mount- 
ed on  travelling  carriages,  and  the  small  arms  and 
accoutrements  in  the  arsenal,  under  commissary 
M’Lean,  are  numerous  and  in  perfect  readiness,  but 
to  what  amount,  we  are  not  precisely  informed. 

The  fortifications  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  the  forts  at  the  Narrows,  and  immedi- 
ately attached  to  the  city,  are  as  follows,  and  could 
be  strengthened  by  almost  any  number  of  cannon  at 
.the  shortest  notice. 


City  battery 
North  do. 

On  Bedlow’s  Island 
On  Ellis’  do. 

At  Castle  William 


28  th-irty-two  pounders 
16  do. 

30  twenty-four’s 
14  thirty-two’s 
26  forty-two’s 


26  tlurty-two’s,  and 
50  fifi\^s 

Fort. Columbus  48  twenty -four’s,  and 

57  18’s  b esides  field  p i e’s. 
Total 29j0. 


Letters  have  been  received  at  Washington,  which 
state,  that  a lai-ge  body  of  Indians,  say  3 or  40(i, 
had  assembled  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland  river, 
north  of  tlie  Ohio,  who  had  taken  15  boats,  and 
killed  every  person  on  board  of  them  except  two, 
that  escaped  in  a canoe.  We  are  sorry  to  be  indu- 
ced to  believe  there  is  two  much  truth  in  the  state- 
ments. 

Three  hogs  were  brought  to  Wilmington  market 
on  the  11th  inst.  which  weighed  together  2301  lbs. 
They  were  raised  in  the  neighborhood. 

Loxdox,  November  5. 

A CftrioHs  invention  has  been  adopted  on  boai*d 
some  of  our  merchant  ships,  which  seems  excel- 
lently calculated  to  prevent  their  being  boarded  by 
the  enemy’s  small  privateers  or  bouts.  It  consists 
in  fastening  to  the  ruff-trees  and  quarter  rails  of  the 
vessels  a set  of  boxes,  which  contain  spring  b.ay- 
onets  four  feet  in  length,  and  which  in  case  of  alarm 
are  immediately  pushed  out  in  a horizontal  position, 
thereby  forming  aline  of  bayonets  one  foot  asunder, 
completely  fore  and  aft  over  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  for  the  boarders  to  pass.  I'hey  seem  to 
meet  with  sueh  general  approbation,  that  it  is  very 
probable  they  will  supercede  the  use  of  boarding 
netting-s. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  January  23. — A few  unimportant  peti- 
tions v.^’ere  presented  and  referred. 

The  xavy — The  house  again  went  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair  on 
tlie  navy  bill. 

On  the  motion  to  fill  the  first  blank  in  tlie  second 
section  (number  of  frigates)  with  ten,  Mr.  Widg-ery 
spoke  Sometime  in  its  favor. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a large  majority. 

The  vote  taken  yesterday,  not  to  strike  this  sec- 
tion, was  re-considered,  and  the  section  was  strick- 
en out. 

Mr.  Cheves  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  fourth 
section  (for  the  purchase  of  timber,  &c.)  with  tv^o 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually  for  three  years. 
Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  section.  Messrs. 
Clay  (the  speaker)  Wright,  and  Mitchell,  opposed 
the  motion.  It  Avas  lost,  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cheves  carried  by  a large  majority. 

The  committee  tlien  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 


Tlie  Editor’s  Department. 

At  this  eventful  crisis,  when  every  ear  is  opened 
to  learn  tiie  proceedings  of  Congress — when  mea- 
sures of  the  most  important  nature  and  tendency  are 
ag'itated  or  acted  upon,it  might  be  reasonably  expect- 
ed that  the  pages  of  the  Register  would  be  chiefly 
devoted  to  these  topics,  though  so  voluminous  as  to 
exclude  almost  every  thing  else,  without  being 
able  to  keep  pace  with  them.  The  present  number 
will  befound  highly  interesting — the  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  chairman  of  thecom- 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  will  command  universal 
attention — Its  gi-eat  length,  connected  with  the  ar- 
rangements made  previous  to  the  receipt  of  it, 
have  compelled  us  to  ))ostpone  the  remainder  of 
Mr.  Giles*  speech — the  continuation  of  the  History 
of  Spain,  with  many  valuable  articles  of  a miscel- 
ianeoiis  nature.  If  possible  (compatible  witli  ex- 
isting necessity  to  reprint  certain  back  numbers  of 
the  Register)  a supplement  shall  be  issued  next 
week.  Having  discovered  the  disadvantages  of 
the  procedure,  we  shall  not,  in  future,  so  overload  our- 
selves toith  seeeches  as  we  have  do7ie^-by.t  give  a 
cREATMi  DiVJiiisiTx  of  matter. 
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-I  wish  no  other  herald 


“No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions, 

“To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — hejirt  vm. 


Legishittire  of  Ohio. 

December  28,  1611. — A bill  to  amend  the  act  re- 
lating* to  judgmeiits  and  executior.s  beuig  under 
consideration — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  Morris  to  agree  to  the  first 
section  of  .^aid  bill  as  amended,  as  follows : — 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  gerveral  assembly  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  liiat  each  person  wiio  has  a family,  shall  be 
allowcil  to  hold  twelve  sheep,  also  the  wool,  and  all 
the  yarn  and  cloth  manufactured  by  sucli  family, 
exempt  from  all  attachments,  distresses,  executions 
or  sale  for  debt  and  damages  ; and  the  question 
thereupon  being  taken;  it  was  deterin.ned  m tlie 
aiFirmaUvc.  Yeas  38 — Nat  s 13. 


Finances  of  Virginia. 

HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

Friday  .January  10,  1812. — Mr.  Purnall,  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer’s  ac- 
counts presented  a report,  as  follows: 

Tlie  joint  commitree  of  both  houses  have,  accord- 
ing to  order,  examined  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  from 
tJie  1st  day  of  Jan.  to  the  31st  d;iy  of  Dec.  1811, 
inchis.ve,  and  find  that  at  the  la,st  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  on  the  thirty  first  day  of  December,  1810, 
there  remained  in  the  treasury,  a balance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixt;y-e;ght  thousand  two  hundredand  four- 
teen dollars,  and  twenty -five  cents:  since  which  time, 
the  treasurer  has  received  on  public  account  the  fol- 
low ng  sums,  v;z: 


On  account  of  the  revenue  tax  1811 

260,472  46 

Arrears  of  taxes 

26.775  46 

Fi-om  clerks  and  notarms 

24,057  91 

D.vers’  persons  on  sundry  .accounts 

21,908  85 

In  ipectors  of  tobacco 

12,140  55 

Mditia  fines 

3,568  94 

Bank  of  Virginia 

33,000  00 

Regis+ev  of  the  land  office 

2,556  68 

Pen  dentiary  agents 

11,108  83 

Redemption  of  land 

17,905  41 

Unappropriated  land 

643  13 

% 4.14,133  22 

Amounting  in  whole,  inclu<ling  the 
said  balance  i-einaaii ng  m tiie 
•treasury  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December  3810,  ’ ‘ 158,214  25 

to  tlie  sum  of  five  hundred  and  i 

eighiy-two  thousand,  three  hun-  1 

dred  and  iifty  two  dollars,  and 

forty-seven  cents.  ! 

S 582,352  47  j 

Yoiir  committee  further  find,  that  the  trea.su rer,  | 
the  period  aforesaid,  has  dlsbur.sed  and  admitted  m 
dd  eount,  accoixlmg  to  law,  the  tbilowuig  sums,  , 
Exoenses  of  iJie  g-ener:d  assembly  " 54,974  85  • 
Officers  o.['  civil  goveanmein  ' 69,303  08  i 

Ufiloers  of  millwa  4, 8,^7  75* 


Militia  fine  fund  ^ 2,773  27 

Criminal  charges  and  guards  in  the 

country  21,416  06 

Removing  criminals  to  the  peniten- 
tiary 1,911  75 

Internal  charges  of  the  penitentiary 

including  officer’s  salaries  17,801  53 

Slaves  executed  and  transported  8,387  23 

Public  guard  in  the  city  of  Richmond  7,904  03 

Lunatic  Hospital  8,069  25 

Seventh  instalment  of  the  bank  inclu- 
ding one  year’s  interest  on  the  state 
shai'es  in  the  same  34,800,00 

Intere.st  on  the  public  debt  4,851  80 

Pensioners  5,464  31 

Repairs  of  public  warehouses  and  com- 
missioners 4,040  11 

Commissioners  of  the  revenue  16,981  25 

Manufactory  of  arms,  including  foun- 
dery  and  boring  mill,  and  officer’s 
salaries  60,649  64 

Rifles  made  under  contract  5,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  lead  and  materials 

for  powder  527  00 

Publ.c  services  of  circuit  court  clerks  3,305  50 

For  clerk’s  and  sherifi’s  fees  386  87 

Representation  to  congress  and  state 

senate  297  22 

Mak  ng  gun  carriages,  including  ex- 
penses of  repair  mg  arms  under  con- 
ti-act  ' 7,829  40 

Contingent  expenses  14,383  3o 

Special  acts  of  assembly  ' ' 4,875  18 

WaiTants  not  provided  for  1,125  59 

For  building  a liou.se  for  the  governor  8,000  00 

Certificates  discounted  266  19 


S 369,912  17 

Amounling  in  the  whole,  to  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  and  seventeen  cems,  and 
leaving  on  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  a 
balance  in  favor  of  die  treasury  of 
two  hnmlred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, and  th  rty  cents. 

Your  committee  having  compared  the  warrants 
and  receipts  in  the  .treasurer’s  office,  and  having 
Ibund  tiiem  to  correspond  wdh  the  different  entries 
in  hiis  booics,  i'.ave  de.stroyefh‘'them,  and  also  the 
cert.ficates  wirch  have  l>een  discounted. 

Your  comm  ttee  iiaie  likewise  examined  the  re- 
g:s  :er  ot  pubi  c debts,  since  the  last  settlement  of 
the  tren surer  s accounts,  an,]  fiml  that  he  has  re- 
iiewed  certificates  thereof,  from  No.  441  to  No.  445 
inclusive,  and  tha.t  the  interest  thereon  has  beencor- 
rectlv  calculated. 
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Finances  of  Kentucky. 

Jn  the  House  of  Hepresf^iitatives,  December  7,  1811. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
John  1*.  Thomas,  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth, 
enclosing-  his  account  of  the  state  of  tlie  treasury, 
from  the  10th  day  of  November,  1810,  until  the  10th 
dav  of  November,  1811;  which  was  then  taken  up 
and  read  as  follows,  to  wit: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sin, — A law  makes  it  my  duty  to  report  to  your 
honorable  house,  on  the  6th  day  of  your  session,  the 
state  of  the  treasury;  which  with  pleasure  I here- 
with enclose. 

With  respect,  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  P.  THOMAS,  Treasurer. 
The  Treasnrrj  to  the  State  of  Keyituchy^  Dr. 
-November  10th,  1811 — To  casli  in 
the  treasuf}^  on  the  10th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1810,  §16,112  11  5 

To  cash  received  of  Sheriffs,  from 
the  10th  day  of  November,  1810,  to 
this  day  inclusive. 

To  do.  received  of  clerks  of  courts 
the  same  time. 

To  do.  received  of  non-residents  tfie 
same  time. 

To  do.  received  of  the  register  for 
fees  orofhee,  do. 

To  do.  received  from  tlie  state  bank 
for  shares  on  dividends  1st  Jaiiuai-y 
and  1st  July  last, 

To  do.  received  of  Green  River  set- 
tlers, same  time, 
do.  received  on  Tellico  lands, 
do.  do. 

To  do.  received  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  Colonel  John  Logan,  deceased, 
s;une  time. 

To  do.  received  of  Daniel  Ramsey  for 
a stray  liorse, 

To  do.  received  of  John  Rowan  for 

hand,  24  75 


41,745  20 
4,482  03 
11,263  15 
1,930  52 

14,646  37 
29,419  94 
103  20 

1,500 
15  54 


§121,212  81  5 


I'o  cash  in  the  treasury,  10th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  §11,106  43  5 

CO.ArTIU,  Cr. 

November  10th,  1811 — By  auditor’s 
warrants  paid  and  t.aken  in  from 
10th  Nov.  1810,  inclusive,  89,819  70 

By  militia  cert.ficates  for  Green  Riv- 
er land,  sam.e  timie,  190  61 

By  intcj-est  on  them  126  07 

Pr  cash  in  the  treasury  10th  Noimm- 
ber,  1811  31,106  43  5 


§121,24.2  81  5 

December  9. — 'I'he  speaker  laid  before  the  house 
a h 'te’'  from  tlve.  ;;gcnt  of  t.hc  penitentiary  liouse, 
cc  staining  liis  report  of  the  accounts  of  that  institu- 
tion. and  the  number  of  convicts  confined  therein; 
u '.ivh  was  llien  taken  up  and  i-ead  as  follows,  to 
wit: — 

Aoi’v  r’s  OiTicE,  Dkc.  9th,  1811. 
The  honorable  Svmpson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

SiH, — This  is  iny  report  concerning  the  peniten- 
tial y.  The  labor  performed  by  the  convicts,  from 
ilit  first  of  December,  1810,  to  the  1st  inst.  after 
clecliictiug  the  price  of  materials,  amounts  to  six 
thousand  tliiee  imadred  and  fifty-four  dollars. 


Upon  which  sum,  the  keeper  is  entitled  to  his  tan 
Per  cent — amounting  to  six  hundred  :md  lluriy-five 
doU;irs  forty  cents. 

'flu*  debts  due  to  tlic  penitentiary  in 

notes  and  accounts,  amount  to  §13,008  21  2 

Cash  in  hand,  717  99  0 

Raw  materials,  1,526  55  8 

Manufactured  articles  in  hand,  1st 
inst.  8,033  45  5 


23,286  21  5 

Amount  due  Treasur)-^,  as  f 
per  appropriation  in  1807  > 

Deduct  for  bad  debts,  500 

4,500  00  0 


Total  worth,  §18,786  21  5 


The  institution  is,  therefore,  worth,  after  paymg 
all  demands  against  it,  eighteen  thousand  sc^•en 
hundred  and  eig'hty  six  doiiai’s,  twenty  one  cents, 
five  mills. 

There  are  thirty  nine  convicts  in  confinerr^nt. 

A'oiir  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WAl'KTNS,  a.  p. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  exhibiting  the  sums 
dravm  annually  from  the  public  treasury,  for  the 
last  five  years,  by  brigade  inspectors;  uhich  was 
then  taken  up  ."*nd  read  as  follows: 

almlitor’s  Ofp.ee ^ Dec.  9,  1^11. 

Sir — Pursuant  to  a resolution  of  your  house  of 
the  7th  inst.  requiring  of  the  auditor  to  report  the 
amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  five 
years  past,  by  brigade  inspectors,  the  following  re- 


port is  lespeclfully  submitted: 

From  November  10th,  1806,  to  No- 
vember lOih,  1807,  §744  00 

From  November  lOtli,  1807,  to  No- 
vember 10th,  1808,  . 763  75 

From  November  10th,  1808,  to  No- 
vember 10th,  1809,  1,208  00 

From  November  10th,  1809,  to  No- 
vember 10th,  1810.  924  25 

From  November  10th,  1810,  to  No- 
vember 10th,  1811,  464  50 


Total  amount  for  5 years  past,  §4,204  50 


GEORGE  MADISON,  a.  p.  a. 


Mr,  Giles’  Speech, 

IN  SENATE  OF  THF.  UNITED  STATES, 

December  17,  1811. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  to  strike  out  thc^ 
word  “ten,”  for  the  purpo.se  of  inserting  a small- 
er number  of  regiments,  in  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional militaiy  force. 

[cozxCLUnF.n  from  PAofi  373.] 

It  will  appear,  said  Mr.  Giles,  fTom  the  census 
lately  taken,  that  the  population  of  the  U.  States 
is  pii  rhaps  not  less  than  seven  and  an  half  millions 
of  souls.  Now,  sir,  this  must  be  a population  of  a 
most  extraordinary  character,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a government  of  a most  extraordinary 
organization,  if  it  cannot  command  the  services 
of  35,000  men,  upon  the  most  extraordinary  exi- 
gencie.s.  But  we  are  not  without  a memorable  ex- 
periment upon  the  population  and  governments  of 
the  United  States,  at  a former  period.  In  1775, 
1776,  we  commenced  the  revolutionary  war  with 
Great  Britain,  with  a population,  very  little,  if  at 
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c’l,  ex.  efdiTi';’  t'YomilVion.s  oT  souls.*  l>ct  us  see  the 
oijiiiber  of  ve:>'nl;.r  troon.s,  not  'mei’ely  voted,  btil 
Kctuiillv  h’*oiig‘lit  i”.to  ^iu‘ held,  and  paid  for  ihei)' 
dur  the  wliolc  of  that  '.var.  1 ^'*2^ 

•H  ffdov.- — Tend  hi  pa''',  in  177 '> — 77,44d;  177G — 
‘id, 891;  in  1777— ;3i, 820;  1779-27,699;  1780— 
1781— li;,292: 1782— 14,256;  1783— 13,476. 
Tiiese  .u’o  the  TceLilar  tniops  actually  in  pa>,  ex- 
clusive of  inidt, a. 

Til  niakiut^  thi.s  comparative  estimate,  he  was 
williiiL;-,  in  the.se  de.orcneratc  days,  to  g-u  e two,  nay 
thi’oe  tor  one,  o'er  the  population  ot  177o  and 
1776;  and  it  'voiild  appear,  that  the  eomnuttee^ 
h-id  not  drawn  upon  the  existing’ population  l^eyondi 
moderation.  \N'ith  a double,  nay  threefold  popula- 
tion; with  more  th;m  quadrupled  pecuniaiw  re- 
source.^;  with  a capacity  for  furnishing  munitions 
of  war  above  one  hundred  fold,  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  draw  upon  the  existing’  popvdation  for 
'35,000  regular  troops  in  the  whole.  Tn  1776,  there 
were  actually  in  the  held  and  paid,  46,891  regular 
troops,  exclusive  of  militia.  (Treat  Rrdain,  'vilh 
a population  of  but  little  more  than  double  that  of 
tlie  United  States;  laboring  too  under  a debt  of 
more  tlian  seven  hundred  millions  of  pounds  stei’- 
ling,  has,  at  this  time,  in  her  land  ar.d  naval  ser- 
vice, porliaps  300,000  men;  yet  an  fda^m  seems  to 
be  produced  here  bv  a proposition  to  call  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  tliiily  live  tliousand 
men.  This  too  for  repelling  the  aggress. ons  of  the 
same  Great  ITritain  we  encoiintered  in  17i'5  and 
1776;  and  for  the  same  eause.  ^es,  sir;  it  is  as 
much  a question  of  independence  no~.i',  as  it  was 
tht^n.  It  vvas  then  a question,  wliethei’  Great  llri- 
tu.n  should  impose  a tax  of  threepence  per  pound 
on  tea,  when  in  our  colonial  statei*  It  is  non-  a 
q’aestion,  wliether  Grc.-it  Untain  shall  regulate  by 
three  *hc  whole  of  our  commerce,  in  coniempt  and 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nation.s,  when  we  eJlcct  to 
be  in  an  independent  .state.’  Ti',  sir,  our  fathers  had 
condescended  to  calculate  tlie  costs  ofa  tax  of  three 
pence  on  a pound  often,  compared  with  the  costs 
of  the  war  for  achieving  our  independence,  as  .some 
of  their  sons  are  now  doing  with  resjicet  to  the  va- 
lue of  our  comnv^rce  Rvhmittt^d  to  the  rcgiihition 
ot'  (o’eat  Hnta.n,  we  should  not  now  have  it  in 
our  po'ver  to  degrade  tlicir  memories,  h\  tiie  pro- 
fligate a'oar.donmcni.  of  tlie  independence’  achieved 
for  us  bv  the  pr<  »fnsion  of  their  blood  and  treasure. 
And  wh'at,  sir,  lieeame  ofihe  46.891  men  raised  t(; 
oppose  G]-eat  I’ritain  in  1776’  \Veknow  they  were 
of  en  compelled  t o fl}-  before  supi‘i”.or  Hritish  forces, 
and  !:iv  the  'vastc  of  the  ww  and  short  nALinicnts, 
v/ere reduced  in  U83  to  13,476.  Yet  we  .;ccm  ’now 
to  lie  willing  to  fail  into  thas  same  fatal  ci  ror — 
And  for  whati’'  ;'md  from  •' iiat  cause.’  Tivun  ground- 
less and  v;s:o”iar’.'  fears  of  the  po.os.ble  inhueriee  of 
regular  troops  upcm  our  Lbertics.  Till,  sii-,  \hese 
fea’.’s  come  too  late.  They  sliould  have  cenneupon 
us  long  ago.  !t  1.3  too  iibe  to  say,  we  are  more 
afra  il  (/f  tlie  me.’.ui  of  a.ni!oy:i.n'’e,  i.h.m  the  enemy 
to  be  av.noycd.  tVe  ought  to  h.a'  e submitted  long 
ago.  W'e  have  now  taken  the  «"’our.d  of  resis'ianee, 
:i!ul  cannot  recede!  He  hoped  that  tlie  eons  dela- 
tions urged  the  otlior  day  upon  thiS  subject,  v/erc 
sufncient  to  dcDicniitrate  the  fallacy  of  ulapin.s, 
an<l  their  unfortunate  teiuh  ncy  m relation  to  the 
public  'velfare  in  the  pi’eseih  state  of  our  .affairs. — 
Upon  these  views  of  the  whole  subject,  he  Inis' ed 
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tliai  the  senate  ■'.vould  < oncur  with  the  committee 
in  o])inion  that  the  nnmhcr  of  men  recommended, 
is  not  too  gloat  for  tlie  purposes  of  the  government; 
nor  he'  ond  the  coii'enicnt  abilities  ot  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  the  tendcr- 
est  point  of  this  di.scussion— the  decrepit  state  of 
the  treasury  de]iartnient.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not 
think  this  tlie  tnie  sUmdard  for  estimating  the  na- 
tional resources,  nor  energies;  nor  for  estimating 
+lie  means  neces.sary  for  repelling  aggi’essions  upon 
our  mitional  rights;  nor  is  it  the  one  recoTr.micnd- 
ed  in  the  president’s  responsible  message.  But  Uie 
honorable  mever  had  said,  it  demanded  and  ought 
to  receive  Our  first  attention.  He  complained  too, 
that  Mr.  G.  bad  said  the  objects  at  stake  were  too 
great  for  courting  th.e  costs.  Mr.  G.  said,  this 
Was  not  precisely  the  view  he  had  before  presented 
of  this  part  of  the  .subject.  The  opinion  he  express- 
ed was,  that  there  w onld  be  an  economy  in  furnish- 
ing means  sufiicient  to  effect  your  objects;  that  the 
costs  could  not  be  deemed  excessive,  tvhich  w ould 
ensure  success;  but  if  you  dealt  out  your  mca-ns  so 
sparing'ly  as  to  fail  of  }onr  object,  it  would  then 
becou'e  prodigal  waste  aiu’  profusion  of  economy. 
To  this  opinion  be  .still  adhered;  and  he  thought 
that  never  was  an  occasion,  where  the  remark 
would  apply  with  more  force  and  propriety,  than 
at  pre.sent.  The  gentlc-man  who  expresses  so  much 
concern  for  the  treasiu  v depar  ment  tell  us,  that  the 
genlleman-  at  the  head  of  tliat  '!ep;irtmeut  possesses 
the  most  splendid  financial  talents,  &:c.  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  hoped  he  did;  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  de- 
tract aught  from  this  impression;  but  he  could  not 
help  rcimu  king,  that  he  sboiiul  feel  more  confidence 
in  that  gentleman’s  finrtrc’al  reputat'cn,  if  it  were 
founded  more  on  fac^s,  and  less  on  rumor  and  an- 
ticipation. The  hnrori.ldc  secretary's  financial  re- 
putation w’as  made  to  his  lumds  by  others. He 

has  had  little  or  no  share  in  it. He  has 

annually  given  us  tlie  most  lucid  view’s  of  the 
amount  and  manner  of  revenue  recei'’ed  at  the 
t’l  Cr’V.ry,  which  was  provided  by  others,  and  the 
nianner  in  wh'ch  it  has  been  disbursed  for  tfie  pur- 
pc'ies  of  the  goveinrrrni.  Tut  this  is  no  difficult 
Task,  and  is  no  evidence  of  financial  skill;  which 
he  under.stood  to  consist  in  the  frenlty  of  getting 
the  most  money  Into  the  treasury,  with  the  least 
•nconvenicncc  to  the  contributors.  He  was  not 
disposed,  however,  to  complain  of  this  inactivity 
on  ■'be  part  of  the  honorable  secretary;  because 
the  go'’ernmcnt  had  never  called  upon  him  for 
greater  exert  ons,  and  pci'h.aps  had  no  occasion  to 
h '.‘.e  made  such  n call,  until  about  three  years  ag*o. 
But,  sir,  wli;..t  doe.s  this  gentleman  tell  us,  iipoiT 
whose  splendid  financird  tdents  we  ;dl  leh  P That 
the  nat.oiial  le.sourc^s  are  equal  to  all  the  national 
cx  g.  nc  es.  Tn  his  la.->t  report,  he  sa\T,  in  sub- 
sti.rce,  ll’ere  can  lie  no  doubt  of  the  ability  and  the 
Will  of  the  narlon  to  furnish  all  the  neces.sary  sup- 
]>1  es.  If,  ;hen,  reliar  ce  c ,n  be  ph, red  on  his  splen- 
ddfinanc.al  uileni'-';  onh'  give  theiri  iiccpe  for  ac- 
tion; apply  t1;em  to  the  national  ability  and  will; 
let  them  iierform  the  simple  ta.>-k  of  pointing  to  tlie 
true-  m'.’dwf  operandif  and  what  reason  liave  -we  to 
dc.vpu.r  of  he  rc  piibl  r.’  What  reason  have  we  to 
(i(>ubt  of  tlie  redundance  of  the  treasury  supplies' 
Until  now,  the  lionorablc  secretary  has  had  pe 
..cope  for  the  denum.stration  of  his  spletidid  finar 
cial  talents.  Of  all  the  revenues  receivable  at  tl;< 
Ueasury,  he  knew  of  but  one  fund  for  which  A‘.  ■: 
•re  indebted  to  tlie  sugg’c  ition  of  that  gentleman 
That  is  wh;it  is  cidicd  the  Mediterranean  Fund;  and- 
ithat  is  annuidiy  juesfcntcd  to  us  in  a -very  awkw'ard' 
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and  crooked  form.  But  a^a-nst  this  may  be  placed 
the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax;  one  of  the  “most  improvi- 
dent measures  ever  adopted  by  this,  or  any  other 
g-overument.  He  presumed  the  secretary  at  least 
yielded  his  assent  to  thatxne«sta»e.  3tr.  G.  said,  he 
was  extremely  opposed  to  this  -measure  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption;  had  twice  reported  ajrainst  it  as  the 
chairman  of  a coniinittee,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred;  and^ie  believed,  it  was  tv^ice  rejected  by 
this  honorable  body.  His  sirsg-le-imte,  he  beT’eved, 
turned  the  scale.  He  should  have  persevered  in 
his  opposition,  notwithstandhig  the  popular  cry 
raised  at  the  time;  -but  he  yielded  at  length  to  an 
imposing-  claim  urged  on  him  hy  many  members  of 
the  house  of  represent-jrtives — that  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives was  peculiarly  entrusted  by  the  consti- 
tution with  the  power  of  raising-  revenue;  and  it 
could  hardly  be  consideied  as  correct  in  a single 
individual  of  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature, 
to  put  his  vote  to  a measure  in  relation  to  .^venue, 
which  was  lecommended  by  so  large  a majority  of 
that  branch,  to  whose  discretion  all  subjects  of  re- 
venue were  entnisted  in  a peculiar  manner.  To 
this  claim,  and  the  very  high  respect  he  entertained 
for  the  house  of  representatives,  he  yielded  a reluc- 
tant consent,  upon  condition  that  the  repeal  shovdd 
be  postponed  until  one  monlh  after  tjte  meeting  of 
the  next  session  of  congress;  and  that  the  house  of 
representatives  would  again  review  and  consider 
the  subiect.  The  month  elapsed  without  re-enact- 
ing the'  law,  and  the  tax  ceased,  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
never  gave  a vote  moi’e  against  the  conviction  of 
bis  own  indgment  than  he  did  on  that  occasion,  al- 
though the  motive  was  one  which  he  conceived 
ought  to  exempt  hinTfi'Om  censure-  If  gentlemen 
will  now  multiply  the  product  of  thatb  x,  by  the 
number  of  rears  since  it  was  taken  off,  they  would 
find,  it  would  have  produced  all  the  sums  wh-.ch 
' have  since  been  called  for  by  loans,  provided  no 
frreater  expenditures  liad  been  incurred  by  the 
government  than  have  taken  place.  Besides,  the 
diminution  of  treasury  fimds,  it  has  had  the  m.ost 
baneful  infiuence  upon  the  salt  works,  wlvcb  had 
been  established  under  its  protection,  and  which 
woiild,  under  the  infinence  of  the  same  protection, 
m a very  short  time,  have  rendered  us  independent 
of  foreign  nations  for  the  supply  of  this  article  of 
the  -fii-st  necessity.  He  was  not  dispo.sed,  however, 
on  these  account's,  to  distrust  the  spiendal  fiiiancial 
talents  of  the  honorabie  secretary;  althougli  can- 
dour compelled  h-.ni  to  acknovriedge,  that  he  should 
f(- -1  more  confidence  m them,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
unwillingness  evidently  manifested  by  that  gentle- 
man hiuiselfi  durmg  tl'ie  last  three  r ears,  in  afibrd- 
ing  then-  usefulness  to  the  government,  in  times 
wiitch  imperiously  ciemanded  iht-jr  full  and  prompt 
exertions. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  recession  of  tlie  treasury  depart- 
ment, from  the  trying-  chfiicvi 'ties  of  the  nation  dur- ' 
ing  that  period,  must  be  evident  to  every  impartial 
observer:  and  he  believed  he  was  acquamled  with 
cn-cumst:mces,  whah  amounted  to  a knowledge, 
that  all  the  measures  wii  cli  have  d.slioiiuied  the  na- 
tion during  tlie  same  time,  are,  in  a gi eat  degree, 
attributable  to  the  indis]X)siticn  of  the  late  and  pre- 
sent administration  to  pi-ess  on  tlie  treasury  depan- 
ment,  and  to  distiuj)  th.e  popiiianty  and  re])ose  of 
the  g'enLleman  at  the  head  oi  d.  I liat  the  iiicxecu- 
tion’of  the  embargo  is  pi-operlv  attributable  to  that 
cause,  he  liad  no  doubt;  and  not'.n-.h.daudmg  all 
the  clamor  upon  that  subject,  its  jnexecution  pro- 
duced its  repeal.  Th.e  eweotive  refused  to  incur 
the  e.rpe7ifi'>  and  accept  t'ic  means  noccssary  for  its 
efiectuai  execution;  which,  lie  bchejrcd,  )yuuld 


have  been  readily  and  zealously  granted  by  congress 
upon  the  executive  request,  at  any  moment.  M h<-n 
we  were  driven  fi-om  that  measure  by  tlie  inexecution 
of  the  law,  this  honorable  body  proposed  a substi- 
tute, in  his  judgment,  infinitely  better  calculated 
to  retrieve  the  honor  and  promote  the  interests 
of  the  nation,  than  the  embargo  itself.  It  was 
done  too  .against  the  knoM'n  and  anxious  opposition 
of  the  executive,  actmg,  he  believed,  uiuler  the 
same  unfortunate  influence.  This  measure  consist- 
ed in  presenting  to  the  aggi-essing  htlligerents  an 
impartial  and  honorable  proposition  for  accommo- 
dation; and  in  the  event  of  its  rejection,  to  issue 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  agamst  the  refusing 
nation.  This  measure  was  so  strongly  and  obvious- 
ly recommended  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  un- 
der which  we  were  coei*cively  placed  by  both  the 
belligerents,  that  he  was  astonished  at  the  anxious 
opposition  it  received;  and  to  the  success  of  that 
opposition,  after  the  embargo  was  abandoned,  may 
clearly  be  traced  all  our  present  sufferings  and  de- 
gi’adations.  Both  the  belligerents  had  determined 
that  we  should  be  no  longer  neutral;  and  had  adopt- 
ed the  most  injtirious  measures  in  relation  to  us,  to 
coerce  us  into  the  war;  each  urgingus  to  war  against 
its  enemy.  What  was  the  proper  and  manly  reply, 
to  these  aggressing  natioms?  Here  is  a proposition 
of  accommodation  to  each  of  you;  if  either  accepts, 
we  pledge  ourselves  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  against  the  other , it  refusing  the  accommo- 
dation. This  was  the  very  Situation  in  which  each 
wished  to  place  us  ag'ainst  its  enem\-;  and  of  course 
both  would  probably  have  accepted  tlie  proposition; 
one  or  other  certainly  would;  and  if  tlie  acceptance 
of  one  before  the  other,  woidd  liave  produced  a sta'  e 
of  hostilities  ag-ainst  that  other,  it  would  have  been 
of  very  short  continuance;  because  neither  of  them 
would  find  any  interest  in  a war  against  us;  and 
each  wished  us  to  take  part  m the  war,  not  against 
itself,  butag-aiiist  its  enemy;  and  perhaps  the  accom- 
modation would  not  be  tlie  less  durable  for  having 
been  sealed  ivith  blood.  This  measure  was  not  op- 
posed upon  its  intrinsic  merits  or  demerits;  but  it 
required  to  be  backed  with  other  measures  of  pre- 
paration and  expense:  and  hence  the  real  cause  of 
Its  failure.  The  practical  understanding  of  the  re- 
jection of  this  measure,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
was  submiss'on  to  the  belligerent  aggressions;  or  in 
oilier  tverds,  notwithstanding  alt  our  prev.ous  pa- 
triotic speeches  and  resolutions,  we  wei-e  determin- 
ed not  to  resist  by  force.  And  ivhat  has  been  the 
result  of  this  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  belliger- 
ents, of  submission  on  our  part.^  Great  Britain 
immediately  disavowed  an  arrangement  made  by  Mr. 
F.rsk  ne,  under  the  influence  ot  instructions  given 
under  a contrav}^  conviction:  a conv.Qtion  produc- 
ed by  the  measures  of  this  body,  and  by  a report 
made  by  a gentleman,  then  a member  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  whom  I now  see  with  plea- 
sure on  this  fioor,  and  a resolution  adopted  in  con- 
sequence of  that  report.  This  resolution  declared 
our  determination  to  resist  the  belligex-ent  aggress- 
sion.s,  With  only  two  dissentient  votes.  The  mea- 
sures of  this  hou;-.e,  Without  any  declaration,  were 
Ccalculated  to  produce  the  same  conviction.  Jn  this 
state  of  things  Mr.  Ei-skiue  received  his  instructions 
and  a satisfacton-  arrangement  v^ith  Great  Britain 
Was  the  consequence;  but  the  moment  Q.  Britain 
mund  we  had  i tceded  from  our  own  grgund,  and 
falsefied  our  professions,  she  disavowed  the  arrang- 
ment,  and  non'  perseveres  in  hostile  inflexibility 
How  did  France  act,  upon  being  apprised  of  tlfi^  im- 
provident and  fatal  i-ecessioii.i=  Her  emperor  imme- 
diate!} seized  and.  confiscated  all  your  property  -with- 
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■ n his  control;  and  his  minister  ofHcially  told  us, 
that  he  would  have  expected  someth! nt^  more  fro'n 
a Jamaica  assembly!  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
Great  Britain  and  France  acted  in  concert  upon 
this  unfortunate  occasion;  and  therefore  the  anal- 
og-ous  conduct  of  each,  must  be  proof  positive  of 
the  practical  understanding- and  effect  of  our  depre- 
cated recession.  It  was  a declaration  of  submission 
as  far  as  submission  consists  in  refusing-  resistance 
bv  force.*  The  g-overnment  se  ?;ms  now  sensible  of 


*No-rE. — Observe  the  chronolog-ical  statement  of 
the  following-  facts,  and  mai-k  the  obvious  course  of 
cause  and  effect. 

House  of  Representatives  U.  S.  Dec.  13,  1808.  The 
(Question  was  taken  on  agi-eeing-  to  the  following  res- 
olution, to  Wit: 

“Resolved,  that  the  United  States  cannot  without 
a sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor  and  independence, 
submit  to  the  late  edicts  of  G.  Britain  and  France.” 

And  resolved  in  tlie  affii-mative  as  follows;  yeas 
118;  nays  2. 

Ye.ils — Messrs.  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  L.  Als- 
ton, Bacon,  Bard,  Baiker,  Bassett,  Blackledg-e, 
Blake,  Blount,  Boyd,  Boyle,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  G.  W.  Campbell,'  Ciiumpion, 
Chittenden,  Clay,  Clopton,  Culpepper;  Cults, 
Davenport,  Dawson,  Deane,  Desha,  Durell,  Elliot, 
Ely,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gardner,  Garnett, 
Gliolson,  Goodwin,  Gray,  Green,  Harris,  Heis- 
ter,  Helms,  Holland,  Ilolmes,  lloward,  Hum- 
phreys, lisley,  J.  G.  Jackson,  R.  S.  Jackson, 
Jenkins,  Johnson,  Jones,  Kelly,  Kenan,  Key, 
Kirkpatrick,  Lambert,  Lewis,  Lloyd,  Love,  Ma- 
con, Marion,  Masters,  M’Creery,  Mdnor,  D. 
Montgomery,  J.  Montgomery,  N.  R.  Moore,  '1'. 
Moore,  Jer.  Morrow,  John  Morro^v,  Mosely, 
Mumford,  Nelson,  Newbold,  Newton,  N.cholas, 
P.tkin,  Porter,  Quincy,  Randolpli,  Rea,  Rhea, 
J.  R.chards,  M,  Richards,  Russell,  Say,  Seaver, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smelt,  Smilie,  J.  K.  Smith,  J. 
Smith,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stedman,  Storer, 
Siurges,  Taggart,  Tallmadg'e,  Taylor,  T'iomp.-,on, 
Trtgg,  Troup,  Upham,  Van  Allen,  Van  Cortlandt, 
V'^an  Horn,  Van  Rensselear,  Verplanck,  AVharton, 
Wlutehill,  Wilbour,  Williams,  A.  Wilson,  N.  Wil- 
son, AVinn — 118. 

Nats — Messrs.  Gardenier,  Hoge — 2. 

Senate  of  the  (I.  S.  FeA  20,  1809.— The  bill 


tins  fatal  error,  and  is  determined  to  retrieve  it; — 
but,  he  was  sorry  to  observe,  with  measures  as  in- 
effiicient  upon  the  principle  of  resistance  by  force, 
as  were  commercial  restrictions,  in  a substitution 
of  that  prmc-ple.  And  when  we  look  for  the  causes 
of  tins  deplorable  iucffrcieucv,  they  resolve  them- 
selves, as  heretolbre,  into  tenderness  for  the  treasury 
(L-partment,  &c. 

Mr.  Giles  sa.d,  th:d  whilst  upon  this  mo.stnnplca- 
sant  part  of  the  subject,  he  wished  to  be  indulged 
in  a few  observation.^  upon  the  state  of  our  public 
debt;  becjuise  this  subject,  in  the  hands  of  a skilful 
financier,  h id  been  the  most  efficient  weapon  for 
beating  down  all  the  measures,  which  he  believed. 


words:  *^and  to  cause  to  be  issued,  under  statable 
pledges  and  prevautioyis,  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
sal  against  the  nation  thereafter  continuing  in  force 
its  unlawful  edicts  ugavist  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.'^ 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: — 
yeas  74;  nays  33. 

YE. VS — -Mes.srs.  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  Bacon, 
Barker,  Bibb,  Bhickledge,  Tllake,  Blount,  Boyd, 
Butler,  Champion,  Cook,  Culpepper,  Dana,  Durell, 
Elliot,  Ely,  Eppes,  Findley,  Franklin,  Garnett, 
Ghohson,  Goodwm,  Harris,  Helms,  Humphreys, 
Ilsley,  R.  S.  Jackson,  Jones,  Kelly,  Kenan,  Lam- 
bert, Lewis,  Livermore,  Lloyd,  Lyon,  Macon, 
Marion,  Masters,  Mllnor,  Jno.  Morrow,  Moseley, 
Mumford,  Newbold,  Pugh,  Qumey,  Randolph, 
Riker,  Itowan,  Sloan,  j.  K.  Smith,  S.  Smith, 
Southard,  Slanford,  Sledman,  Storer,  Sturges, 
Swiu't,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  CTpham, 
Van  Allen,  Van  Cortlandt,  Van  Dyke,  Van  Rensse- 
lear,  Verplanck,  'Whitehill,  Wdbour,.  Williams, 
MMsou — 74. 

N.VYS^ — Messrs.  Bard,  Bassett,  Boyle,  Brown, 
C.dlujuM,  Clay,  Cutts,  Deane,  Desha,  Fl.sk,.  Green, 
Holland,  Holmes,  Johnson,  Love,  M’Crecry,  J. 
Montgomery,  N.  R.  Moore,  T.  Moore,  Newton, 
?iichola.s.  Porter,  Re.i,  Rhea,  J.  Richards,  M. 
R chards.  Say,  Seaver,  Siiiil.e,  J.  Smith,  Taylor, 
Wilson,  VVunn- — 38. 

In  Senate,  Feb.  28,  1809. — The  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  amendments  of  tlie  house  of  repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  entitled  “An  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  inte--cour.se  between  the  United 
*^0  ! States  and  Great  Brita.n  and  France  and  their,  de- 


mterdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  ; peudenc.es,  and  for  other  purpo.sei;.” 

Umted  States  and  Gre^at  Britain  and  France,  and  j On  the  question  to  airrec  to  the  ame 
the  r clependenc:e.s,  and  for  other  purpose.s,”  was  j Hth  section,  us  Ibllo-vs:  strike  f he 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  com- : u,  to  be  issued,  umler  siulnble  pledges  and 

mi -tee  o!  the  whole;  and  tlie  pvesideut  rejiorted  the  ; pi-ccautions,  letters  of  nniniue  and  reprisal  against 
oiH  to  the_house  amended.  [the  nation  theae.d'er  coninv.ung  m force  its  unlawful 


Oil  motion  by  Mr.  H..ed,  to  .strike  out  of  llie  11  di 
section,  the  foilowin.g  words:  “.\ml  to  cause  to  be 
issued,  under  suitable  pledges  and  precautions, 
letters  of  mai-qiie  and  reprisal,  again.st  the  nation 
thereafter  continuing  n fbice  its  unlawful  edicts 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.” 

It  was  deiermiiied  in  the  negative,  as  follows; 
yeas  11 — nays  14. 

YE.VS — ,Vle';sr.s.  Condit,  Franklin,  Gdman, 
Goodi-  ch,  H liliouse,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Parker, 
Picker  ng,  Roed,  Sumpter-^11. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Crawford,  Gaillard, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howland,  Miiledge,  Moore 
son.  Smith,  Md.  Sm.th,  N.  Y.  Smith,  Ten.  T.ffiu, 
T urner — 14. 

House  of  Representatives  U.  S.  Feb  24,  1809. — On 
the  question,  that  the  house  do  concur  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  in  striking  out  of  the  lltli 
section  of  the  above  me.ntioned  bill,  the  followinv- 


ed.c.t.s  against  the  cominc:  ce  ofrlu-  l iuted  States.” 

It  was  Uetei-imiicd  ,n  the  uffi. illative.,  as  follows: — 
yeas  17;  nays  14. 

YE  VS — Messi-v.  Anderson,  B.iyaru,  Bradley, 
Coudit,  Fninkhn,  Grogg,  Howland,  Kitchcl, 
Mathewson,  .Me  gs,  .Miiciiill,  r.iikei,  i\>pc,  Reed, 
Sumpter,  '.Vhi'.e — 17. 

NAYS — .Mc.isrs.  Gail  la,  d,  Odes,  Gilman,  Good- 
r.ch,  HdlhoLi.se,  Le.b,  Lio}<l,  Mi '.ledge,  Moore, 
P ekei-mg,  Sauih,  MJ.  Smith,  X.  Y.  Suiitii,  Ten. 
Turner — 14. 

, Mr.  Erskiiie’s  instructions  were  given  on  the  23d 
Ip*^^*^* ! and  Ills  un-aiigemeut  proclaimed 

' by  the  president  of  the  (Jnited  States  on  the  19tli  of 
Ap.'-il,  1809.  Tills  ari-angeinent  was  disavowed  by 
the  British  government  on  the  24th  of  May,  1809. 

The  f'rencli  Rainbouillet  decree  took  place  on  the 
23d  Miu-ch,  1810. 
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were  best  calculated  to  support  the  ch.u-actcr  audj 
promote  the  irtterest  of  this  country.  Mr.  G.  said,  • 
it  has  always  given  him  plea.sure  to  see  that  debt  in 
a rapid  state  of  reduction,  and  he  had  at  all  ti!i  e<  , 
given  his  a;d  to  fac.litate  that  object.  We  had,  how- 
ever, experienced  llie  effects  of  a debt,  of  above 

80.000. 000  of  dollars,  now  reduced  to  perhaps 

40.000. 000  of  dollars;  yet  this  difference  of  Ihe 
amount  of  debt  had  never  been  felt  by  society.  It 
had  produced  no  sensible  effect- upon  the  common 
intercourse  amongst  men  in  their  pecuniary  affairs. 
He  asked  every  gentleman  to  reflect  and  recollect, 
whether  in  his  pecuniary  arrangements,  he  ever 
took  into  his  calculations  the  present,  compared 
with  the  former  state  of  the  public  debt.i*  For  his 
part,  he  said,  he  should  never  have  knov,  • i of  the 
reduction  of  the  debt,  but  for  tlie  annual  treasury 
report.  The  reason  vrhy  a debt  of  eighty  millions 
of  dollars  is  not  ielt  in  the  United  States,  is,  that 
the  amount  is  so  entirely  wdhm  their  ability.  Now, 
sir,  is  it  not  infinitely  bettei’  to  restore  the  debt  to 
its  former  amount  or  more,  when  we  know  from  ex- 
perience how  little  influence  it  has  on  society,  and 
that  influence  will  necessai'ily  be  diiiimished  in 
proportion  to  our  increase  in  wealth  and  jiopulaUon, 
than  to  surrender  the  smalle.st  attribute  of  the  na- 
tional sovere.gnty.'' 

Mr.  G.  said,  before  he  concluded,  he  begged 
permission  to  observe,  that  particuliu*  individuals 
supposed  they  had  an  interest  in  imputing  to  him  a 
wish  to'  involve  this  nation  in  a war  w.th  Great 
Britain,  and  had  accordingly  reproached  li;m  with 
tlie  most  unworthy  epithets.  He  said,  no  gentle- 
man present  wished  for  peace,  or  deprecated  a war 
Witli  Great  Britain  more  than  himself.  He  sa.d  he 
hoped  he  was  not  blind  to  his  own  interests,  nor 
the  interests  of  tho.^e  inhabiting  the  same  scene  of 
country  with  himself.  It  was  imperiously  their  in- 
terests, not  only  to  preserve  peace  witli  Great  B*ri- 
tain,  but  a free  commercial  intercourse  wiiii  her. 
Gram  was  the  principal  product  for  exportation  ,n 
that  pai’t  of  the  country;  Great  Britain  va  i airaost 
at  all  times  m want  of  that  article,  ar.d  at  this 
moment  giving  very  high  prices  for  il.  The  coun- 
try was  generally  in  a very  prosperous  condition, 
in  consequence  of  this  state  of  tilings,  and  it  could 
not  be  desirable  to  change  it.  But  lie  never  could 
see  the  incompatibility  between  the  dcs.rc  of  pre- 
serving peace,  and  a preparation  to  meet  unavoida- 
ble war.  It  appears  now  to  be  almost  un.versally 
agreed,  that  if  iliis  course  iiad  been  heretofore  pur- 
sued, it  would  have  ensured  peace;  and  if  war 
should  now  come,  it  would  be  in  consequence  of 
the  fatal  rejection  of  the  proposed  measures  of  pre- 
paration for  War.  lu  fact,  there  is  no  sounder 
maxim,  than  that  a preparation  for  war,  was  the 
surest  mean  of  preserving  peace.  If  in  ibis  inoriient, 
in  consulting  his  own  and  the  nation’s  interest,  in 
the  preservation  of  peace,  he  were  called  on  to  de- 
cide rriereiy  in  reference  to  tliat  object,  wheclier  vYc 
should  now  raise  tha-t}^  thousand  men  (liis  favorite 
number)  or  ten  thousand,  or  no  men  at  all,  he 
would  certainly  prefer  thetinrty  thousand. 

It  you  had  30,000  men  on  the  confines  of  Canada, 
Great  Britain  would  then  believe  you  were  in  ear- 
nest. She  would  know  that  aflcr  that  force  was 
raised,  it  must  be  applied  to  its  objects,  and  slie 
would  of  course  begin  to  calculate  its  consequences. 
If  she  found  that  the  inconveniences  of  opposing 
such  a force,  would  not  be  compensated  by  her 
hostile  aggressions,  she  would  probably  abandon 
them.  If  she  vhought  that  by  the  chances  of  war, 
an  obedient  an,d  friendly  colony  miglit  be  converted 


.nio  an  euem_\'’3  country,  it  wculi  aflc'rc’  a great 
inducement  to  lier  to  avo.d  tl*c  v ai-.  If  she  ffuiul 
a hostile  poi-niUtion  appreachir.g  Hal. fax,  die  in- 
dneement  would  be  increased^  for  that  is  the  po'.rt 
nearest  licr  heart;  and  she  would  risk  m\;ch  u.i  its 
protection.  It  is  important  to  her,  as  uprotectiou  lo 
lier  W est  Indies,  Stc.  Besides,  the  war  wo'^lcl  deprive 
her  of  her  best  commercial  customer,  Sic.  &.c.  Those 
luid  SiUiilar  considerations  m.ght  induce  her  to  pre- 
fer peace.  Without  presenting"  a competent  milita- 
ry force,  perfectly  piepared  and  placed  in  a situa- 
tion for  action,  none  of  these  inducements  flir  the 
preservation  of  peace  will  be  presemed  to  the  Bri- 
tish cabinet.  But  if  disregarding-  these  considera- 
tions, she  should  prefer  war,  no  gentleman  can  seri- 
ously conclude  that  even  30,000  additional  troops . 
can  be  too  many  for  the  purposes  of  war. 


Ex|)oHs  of  the  U.  States  for  1811. 

The  following  letter  was  laid  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  Thursday  the  23d  ult. 

Treasw'y  Departmevt^  Jan.  21,  1312. 
Sill — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
statement  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  export- 
ed from  the  United  States,  during  one  year,  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  October,  1811,  and  amountiiig-  to 
61.316,833  dollars. 

Tlie  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  of 
domestic  growth  or  manufacture,  in- 
cluded iu  tins  statement,  are  estimat- 
ed at  ^45,294,043 

And  tliose  of  foreign  growth  or  manu- 
facture at  16,022,790 


S 61,316,833 

The  articles  of  domestic  growth  or  manuiiicture, 
may  l;e  arranged  under  the  fbilcwmg  iiead^,  viz. 
Produce  of  the  sea,  1,413,000 

forest,  - 5,286,000 

agriculture,  35,556,000 

iManufaclures,  2,376,0'j0 

Uncertain,  663,000 


% 45,294,000 

And  they  were  exported  to  the  foliuwmg  couii- 
trie.s,  ViZ. 

'I'o  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden  and  Denmaik, 

Ditto  (ireat  Britain, 

Ditto  Spain  and  Portugal, 

D.tto  Fiance  and  italv, 

To  all  other  countries,  or  not  distin- 
gu.slied, 


3,055,833 
2o,3u8,2i  1 
18,266,466 
1,194,275 

2,469,253 


% 45,294,043 

The  goods,  v/arcs  and  merchandize  of  luicign 
groM'th  or  inanutacturc,  were  exported  to  the  io.- 


;owing  coimtr.es,  viz. 

To  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden  and  Deniinak,  5,3-40,1  !7 

Ditto  Great  Britain,  1,j/o,3i4 

Ditto  Spain  and  Portugal,  5,772,572 

Ditto  France  and  Italy,  1,7 12,537 

To  all  otiun'  couiiirict-,  or  nut  distin- 

guislied,  1,624,220 


16,022,790 

I liave  the  honor  to  be,  v.-ilh,  great  respect,  sn*, 
vour  olicdiciit  seivaiit, 

ALBFRT  GALLATIN. 


The  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  Hi^iise  of  licpreaentailves. 
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,4  mmnary  of  the  value  of  exports  from  sack  atate 


Domestic. 


New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Hhocle-Island 

(Connecticut 

New-York 

New-Jei*sey 

Pennsylvania 

I)ela\vax-e 

Maryland 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

Viig'iu.a 

North  (Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georg*ia 

t I'erritory  of  U.  S 

Total  dollars 

fM.chig’an  terrify 
M ississippi  terrify 
New-Orleans 

Total  dollars 


315,054 

•538,306 

6,042,645 

944,868 

994,216 

8,747,700 

1,871 

5,694,447 

76,94 

4,553,582 

2,060,331 

4,798,512 

793,975 

4,6>u,934 

2,557,225 

2,523,282 


45,294,043 


19,997 

1,441 

2,501,842 


2,523,280 


Foreign. 


53,809 
32,798 
5,192,820 
626,556 
38,138 


3,518,51512,^66,215 

1,8/1 


3,865,670 

11,687 

2,230,405 

2,920 

23,695 

4,001 

210,295 

11,641 

149,840 


1,632 

148,208 


149,840 


368,863 

571,104 

11,235,465 

1,571,424 

1,032,354 


16,022,790  61,316,833 


IhlEASURr  Depahtmknt, 

Registers  Office,  January  20,  1812. 

JOSEPH  NOUPvSE,  Register, 


South- America. 

The  people  of  the  province  of  Carthagena,  In 
Soutli  America,  through  tlieir  representatives  in 
general  congiess  assembled,  at  tlie  city  of  Cartha- 
geiia,  on  the  llth  of  November  last,  published  a 
m:uiif'esto  to  the  world  setting  forth  their  reus.ins 
for  declaring  that  province  to  be,  from  that  day, 

A FREE,  SOVERKIGX  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATE. 

“And  for  the  better  seciu’ing  and  effecting  this  our 
declaration,  (says  the  congress)  we  pledge  our  hves 
and  properties;  swearing  to  spill  the  last  droj)  of 
our  blood  in  support  of  Uiis  so  sacred  and  soleinu  a 
declaration.'’ 

The  first  fruit  of  freedom  at  Carthagena,  was  tlic 
abolition  of  the  inquisition;  in  whicli  City  v^as  the 
duffi seat  of  that  uccui-sed  tribunal  for  all  tii ; pro- 
vinces of  'Terra  Fh  tna.  Tiie  buildings,  belonging 
to  the  instituuon  are  devoted  to  civd  piu  jiose.>. 

We  are  extremely  anxious  for  intelligence  from 
tlie  other  great  provinces  of  this  coimliy , particu- 
larly of  Oyato  ami  Santa  Fe;  both  oi  wiiicii,  we 
believe,  with  some  others,  have  established  free 
representative  governments.  It  is  liighly  probaide 
that  tliese  sevei*al  provinces  wiii  soon  bc-come 
united  umler  a general  head,  forming-  a ffidertu 
2,673,123  i that  of  the  United  States.  I'ne  ph>- 

laiitliropjst  has  aiiLicipated  such  an  event  for  seve- 
ral years  past. 


9,560,117 

88,632 

6,833,987 

2,063,251 

4,822,307 

797,976 

4,861,279 

2,568,866 

2,673,122 


21,629 

1,441 

2,650,050 


Banks  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  lately  appointed 
a committee  to  examine  and  enquire  into  tlie  state 
and  condition  of  three  banks  m which  that  com- 
monwealth is  interested,  when  the  following  highly 
satisfactory  results  appeared: 

The  quantity  of  paper  in  circulation  is  as  follows: 
Bank  o f Penasylvania,  1,425,203 

PJiiladelphia,  713,300 

Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics, 804,730 

2,943,242 

But  from  this  must  be  deducted 
notes  held  mutually  of  each  other 
not  in  circulation — 

Pennsylvania  506,266 

Philadelphia  231,945 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  337,752 

1,075,963 


Total  in  circulation  by  these  three  Banks,  1,867,279 
The  carfo  m h ind  is  as  follows — 

Pennsylvania  1,071,136 

Philadeijihia  305,861 

Fai'iners  and  Mechanics  345,695 


Total  cash  1,722,682 


The  deposits  of  individuals  ,in  those  banks  are  as 
follows — 

Pennsylvania  1,697,665 

Philadelphia  734,671 

Farmers  and  Mechanics  927,612 


The  bills  discounted  are — 

By  bank  of  Pennsylvania  and  branches 
By  bank  of  Pliiladelplua  and  branches 
By  Farmers  and  Mechanics 


3,359,949 


The  above  mentioned  declaration  of  independence 
is  placed  on  file,  and  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Re- 
OISTER. 

CCj*  It  would  be  desirable  in  this  place  to  give  a 
short  geographical  sketch  of  the  province  of  Car- 
thagena, were  the  materials  in  our  possession.  But 
we  know  Lttic  of  its  extent,  population  or  resources. 
It  appears,  on  a map  before  us,  to  extend  about 
three  hundred  miles  into  the  interior,  bounded  on 
tile  north  by  jVew  Grmeda,  or,  as  it  is  frequently 
called,  St,  Fe;  on  tlie  east  by  the  province  of  St. 
-Martha,  and  on  tlie  west  by  Darien,  being,  perhaps, 
one  hundred  and  sixt}'  miles  Wide.  Robertson*  ;md 
alter  him  some  others  sats,  it  is  “thinly  peopled, 
and  of  course  ill  cultivated.  It  produces,  however, 
a variety  of  valuable  drugs,  and  some  precious 
stvines,  particularly  emeralds.”  The  cit}-  of  Cuv- 
tbagena  is  one  of  the  most  important  places  in 
South  . Imerica,  “having  tlie  safest  and  best  forti- 
fied liarbonr  of  any  in  the  American  dominions  of 
Spain.”  It  was  the  centre  of  a vast  commerce  before 
the  late  w'oi-s  of  Europe,  and  present  distui-bances 
m Sp.un;  all  the  revenues  of  tliC  king  from  jYew 
Grenada  and  Terra  Firma  being  brought  to  it.  Tne 
streets  are  broad,  straiglit  and  well  paved;  tlie 
houses  budt  of  hiack  or  stone,  generally  one  .story 
high.  It  IS  nearly  surrounded  by  water,  but  ilie 
entrance  of  the  Iiarbor,  deieaded  by  tliree  strong 
foris,  IS  so  iiurrow  iiiai.  only  one  vcs.iel  caii  enter  at 
a time.  Tne  cliinaic  is  unliealtiiy,  yet  t.he  city  is 
sa.ii  to  contain  from  25  to  33,000  inhahitiinis.  N. 
iat.  10  27,  W.  Ion.  (from  Greenwich)  75  22. 


2,849,910 


* It  IS  about  23  years  since  Raber'tson's  writings 
Were  p'abiislied,  ancl  liie  inforai.iUun  iiis  work  con- 
veys or  tlic  then  existing  suite  uf  tlie  couim-v,  is 
)'ery  sLght  indeed.  As  iicretofore  ob.servea,  u nus 
necii  tlie  consiaot  policy  of  3pa.a  to  keep  fro.n  the 

well 


5,088,305 

2,873,480  I " every  linng  reUtiVc  tu  !ier  eoLomesi 


10,8il,?15 


t'J  keep  tne  LMloniy.s  igaurant  of  wlim  was  dj..ig  nt 
tne  world,  lienee  our  waul  of  kno-.i  lodge  of  the 
geogivphy  of  Oieye  y-viviu^iVe  COlilill  ,^o. 
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Caracas. 

Late  accounts  from  this  new  republic  announce 
the  success  of  their  cause  and  triumph  of  their 
principles.  Valentia^  to  which  the  tones  chiefly 
resorted,  has  attached  itself  to  the  new  g-overnment. 


strange  to  say,  vaccination  is  performed  gi*atis  at 
the  dispensary  of  that  place.”  But  nine  or  ten 
persons  have  died  of  this  loathsome  disease  in  every 
week,  for  some  weeks  past,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
though  vaccination  is  performed  gratis  at  the  dis- 
pensary', at  the  “Vaccine  Institution,”  and  by  al- 


and  its  police  is  completely  organized  a^^^^^^  physician  in  the  city;  some  of  v'hom 

the  new  order  ot  things.  St.  Martha  still  holds  out,  - . / i ^ . _ . . . . 

but  had  been  kindly  entreated  to  cease  an  useless 


opposition,  being  given  to  understand,  at  the  same 
time,  that  measures  of  force  would  be  resorted  to  if 


have  publicly  invited,  nay,  bagged  the  people  to 
come  to  them,  without  fee  or  reward,  in  order  to 
exterminate  it.  What  excuse  can  parents  or  guur- 


^ ^ • £•  iiT  dians  give  for  neglecting  to  use  the  preventive  so 

the  royalists  continued  to  thtvart  the  views  of  the  by  Providence,  and  so  gener- 

ously  offered  at  their  very  doors.^  How  will  they 
acco^mt  for  the  death  of  their  children  and  others 
committed  to  their  care,  in  neglecting,  wilfully 
neglecting,  so  important  a duty.?  Is  it  not  sinful  to 
omit  this  duty,  knowing  its  consequences;  is  it 
not  murderous?  Aye,  “Mukder  of  the  first 
DEGREE.”  It  is  disgraceful  to  humanity  to  be  as- 


republicans.  The  gazettes  are  filled  with  essays 
against  monarchy,  and  the  inquisition,  and  in  favor 
of  popular  government.  If  our  file  affords  any 
thing  worthy  of  translation  it  shall  be  inserted  in 
the  Register.  From  the  general  aspect  of  their 
affairs,  and  the  means  of  defence  provided,  there 
is  every  reason  to  encourage  the  pleasing  hope,  that 
the  change  will.be  permanent. 


The  Small  Pox. 

*^One  hundred  and  sixty  persons  (says  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer)  died  of  the  SMALL  POX  in' 
the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  year  1811;  and  yet. 


sured  that  such  horrible  negligence  exists — it  goes 
far  to  reduce  us  to  a level  with  the  brute  creation 
supposed  never  to  reason,  yet  instinctively  avoiding 
the  paths  of  Icnottm  danger.  There  are  no  doubt, 
some  fatal  cases  which  prudence,  itself,  could  hardly 
prevent — but  they  are  too  few  to  do  more  than  at* 
ford  exceptions  to  this  general  censiue. 


Official  Papers. 

Accompanyimg  the  Secretary  of  the  'Treasurfs  annual  report.  (See  page  229.) 

(continued  from  page  368.) 

(B2) 

d statement  of  the  duties  which  accrued  on  the  principal  articles  imported  from  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies^  during  the  year  1810,  with  an  estimate  of  the  debentures 
issued  on  the  same  articles,  deduced  from  a comparison  with  the  ivhole  amount  of  duties 
accruing,  and  debentures  issued  during  the  same  year  on  all  articles  of  the  same  description 
imported  from  all  countries. 


Gross  amount  of  duties  on  articles  imported  from  all 
countries,  - - - - dollars, 

Deduct  gross  amount  of  debentures  issued  on  the  ex- 
portation of  such  articles,  - - - - 

Net  revenue,  . . - 

Gross  amount  of  duties  on  such  of  the  same  articles  as 
w'ere  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  dependencies, 

Deduct  estimated  amount  of  debentures  on  the  ex])orta- 
tion  of  such  of  the  sa^d  articles  as  were  of  British 
importation,  - 

Estimated  net  revenue  on  articles  imported  from  Great 
Britain  and  dependencies,  . . _ 

Net  revenue  as  per  statement  A,  for  1810,  - - - Dollars, 

Deduct  do.  do.  on  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  dependencies,  ViZ. 

On  merchandize  ad  valorem,  . - - 5,Gr.5,000 

Spirits,  _ - T - - 547,000 

Spices,  indigo  and  cotton. 

Sundries, 


Id  valorem 

Spirits. 

Cotton,  Spices 
and  Indigo. 

Sundries,  a. 

8,121,337 

1,315,085 

681,414 

283,778 

656,773 

33,323 

563,601 

10,700 

7,464,564 

1,281,762 

117,813 

273,078 

6,174,510 

561,893 

192,710 

244,244 

499,510 

14,893 

159,710 

9,244 

5,675,000 

547,000 

33,000 

236,000 

o.j,000 
236,000 


12,513.000 


6,491,000 


Net  revenue  after  deducting  that  arising  from  British  importations.  Dollars,  6,022,000 

a.  Consisting  of  beer,  pewter,  anchors,  sheet,  slit  and  hoop  iron,  nails  and  spikes,  paints,  lead  and  m.a- 
nufactures  of  lead,  steel,  twine  and  pack-thread,  glass  coal  and  fish.  Some  small  items,  not  exceeding 
S 10,000  are  omitted. 

Note.  Sugar,  coffee  and  molasses,  are  not  included,  as  the  whole  quantity  waited  for  domestic  coft- 
sumption  will  be  supplied  from  other  countries, 
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Jln  estimate  of  the  principal  redeemed 
October i \810.  to  the  30th  September  1811 
September  y 1811. 


D. 

of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  from  the  1st 
; and  also  from  the  lst,Jipril,  1801,  to  the  30th 


osr  ACCOUKT  OF  THE  DOMESTIC  DEBT. 


The  amount  of  waiTaiits  issued  on 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  the  interest  of  the 
domestic  debt,  and  of  tlie  re-im- 
bursement  of  the  old  six  per  cent, 
and  deferred  six  per  cent,  stocks, 
from  the  first  of  October,  1810,  to 
the  30th  September,  1811,  exclu- 
sive of  a re-payment  of  140,000 
dollars  and  of  the  re-imburse- 
ment  of  the  exchang^ed-  six  per 
cent,  stock,  as  stated  below,  was  §3,153,40801 
Deduct  interest,  which  accrued  du- 
ring- the  same  period,  calculated 
quarter-yearl}^,  1,  346,260  45 


Re-imbursement  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks, 

Ditto  of  the  navy  six  per  cent,  stock. 

Ditto  ofthe  five  and  a half  per  cent,  stock. 
Ditto  of  the  four  and  a half  per  cent,  stock, 
Di  tto  and  purchase  of  eight  per  cent,  stock. 
Ditto  ditto  of  the  exchanged  six 

per  cent,  stock,  ... 

Payments  made  fbr  lands,  in  certificates  of  the 
debt  of  the  United  States, 
Ditto  to  foreign  officers,  and  for  certain 
parts  of  the  domestic  debt. 
Ditto  on  account  of  domestic  loans, 
Re-imbursements  of  the  foreign  debt. 


Redemption  from  Redemption  from  Is^  Total  redemption 
lstOctobery\310iAprily  1801,  to  30th from  Is^  April, 
to  30th  Septeih- September,  1310,  per  1301, to30th Sep- 
her, 1311.  the  secretarfs  report  tember,  1811. 

of  11th  Dec.  1310.  I 


1,307,147  56 


3,751,125,26 


raj 


12,005,699  Cl 
711,700 
1,847,500 
176,000 
6,359,600 

2,542,225  85 

268,240  70 

90,092  58 
3,440,000 
10,075,004 


13,312,846  57 
711,700 
1,847,500 
176,000 
6,359,600 

6,293,351  12 

268,240  70 

90,092  58 
3,440,000 
10,075,004 


§ 42,574,334  97 


§ 5,058,272  82  37.516,062  15  (5)42,574,33397 

This  sum  of  §10,075,004  is  the  true  amount  of  the  foreign  debt  (including  principal  and  premi- 
ums) actually  due  on  the  1st  April,  1801.  The  whole  of  it  having  been  re-imbursed,  this  sum  is  sub- 
stituted for  that  of  §10,239,442  33,  inseided  in  the  estimate  (D.)  of  last  year,  in  which  the  advances  for 
interest  payable  in  Europe  on  the  Louisiana  stock,  had  been  blended  with  the  payments  for  principal 
of  the  old  foreign  debt. 

fb  J To  this  sum  of  - - - ... 

must  he  added. 

Difference  between  the  nominal  amount  of  three  per  cent,  stock 
extingnished  and  that  of  converted  stock  issued  under  the  act  of  the 
11th  of  Februaiy,  1807,  - ’ - 

Difference^between  the  nominal  amount  of  six  pei*  cent,  and  deferred 
stocks  as  here  stated  and  the  amount  actually  re-imbursed,  as  per  ac- 
counts settled  at  the  treasury,  arising  from  unclaimncd  dividends  and 
ai-rears  of  interest,  - 


- §1,001,458  45 


280,884  60 


! rom  which  deduct  re-imbursement  on  stock  paid  in  for  lands  prior 
to  the  30th  September,  1805,  - . . . : 


1,292,343 


4,229  90 


True  amount  re-imbursed  from  1st  April,  1801,  to  30th  September,  1811, 

The  re-imbursement  of  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  on  the  31st 
December,  1811,  is  estimated  at  - - . . . 865,909  97 

Ditto  of  converted  stock  - . . . 1,294,*452, 29 


1,288,113  15 
§43,862,443  12 


2,160,362  26 


Amount  re-imbursed  from  1st  April,  1801,  to  1st  January,  1811,  as 

per  secretary’s  report, §46,022,810  38 

'^^EASURY  DUPARTJMEJVT,  Registers  office,  20th  JVovember,  1811. 

JOSEPH  NOUR8E,  Register. 


(To  co:st:.':uj':d). 
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Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  January  27. — Mr.  Franklin,  from  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  authoriS-1 
ing-  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and 
organize  certain  volunteer  military  cojps,  repor- 
ted the  bill  with  amendments. 

Tuesday,  January  28. — ^l^he  bill  in  addition  to  the 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  &c.  being  under  conside- 
ration, Mr.  Gilman  moved  to  postpone  the  fm'ther 
consideration  until  the  1st  IMonday  in  June,  which 
motion  was  negatived  19  to  10.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  it  was  postponed  till  the  first  Monday  in 
March,  27  votes  to  2. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a further  time  the 
first  section  of  the  act  further  to  protect  the  com- 
merce and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Barbai'v  powers,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  regulating  the 
grants  of  lands  appropriated  for  the  refugees  from 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia, 
was  recommitted.  Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  January  24.  The  house  again  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  In 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  naval  establish- 
ment: and  after  a speech  from  Mr.  Gold  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  the  blank  in  the  section  for  providing  a 
dock-yard,  was  filled  with  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  so  to  amend  t he  bill,  as  to  fix 
the  dock-yard  in  the  navy-yard  at  Washington 
city;  but  his  motion  was  negatived  by  a large  ma- 
jority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  words  ^^central 
and,**  were  struck  out,  so  as  to  leave  the  scite  of 
tlie  dock-yard  to  be  determined  by  the  executive. 

The  committee  having  gone  through  the  bill,  rose 
and  reported  it  to  the  house  with  the  amendments. 
The  house  took  up  the  bill;  and  on  the  question  of 
filling  up  the  blank  for  repairing  tlie  vessels  on 
hand  with /bnr  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
it  Avas  carried;  yeas  90;  the  nays  were  as  follows: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Boyd,  Brown,  Cochran, 
Franklin,  Gray,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Lacock,  Lyle, 
Macon,  M’Kee,  Metcalf,  Piper,  Rodman,  Seaver, 
Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Stanford,  Whitehill, 
Williams— 23. 

The  question  was  next  put  upon  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  Avhicli  contemplated  the  building, 
of  new  frigates;  when  Mi*.  D.  K.  WdLams  spoke  at 
length  agains  the  b.dl,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Cheves.  The  house  adjourned  without  taking  the 
question. 

Saturday,  Jminary  25. — Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  gave 
notice  that  he  should,  the  first  opportunity  which 
he  could  g'et,  call  up  the  b 41  for  classifying  and  arm- 
ing the  miiitia  of  the  United  States. 

Af.ei*  some  remarks  Mr.  Condit  ofi’ered  tlie  fol- 
lowing- resolution  to  tlie  house: 

“R ‘Solved,  Tliat  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  be  directed  to  enquire  mto  the  causes  of  the 
■sns-pension  of  payment  and  losses  which  have  ac- 
crued from  the  defalcation  of  public  officers,  and 
report  to  this  house  v, 'bat  alterations  or  amendments 
are  necessary  in  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  in  order  to  secure  the  prompt  payment  of 
As  officers  in  future.” 


After  a few  explanatory  ebservat  -.ins  from  >tr 
Bacon  (chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means)  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  attention  of 
the  committee  had  already  been  drawn  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  bill  concerning  the  naval  establisli- 
ment.  And  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  i-eport 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  for  tlie 
budding  of  anumber  of  new  frigates,  being  under 
consideration,  Mr.  AVright  and  Mr.  Quincey  spoke 
against  striking  out  the  section,  and  Mr.  Fisk  and 
Mr.  M‘Kee  in  favor  of  the  motion.  The  house 
adjourned  without  taking  the  question. 

Monday,  January  27. — Mr.  Bacon  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bdl  niukuig 
appropiiations  for  the  service  of  the  government 
for  the  year  1812,  which  was  committed. 

Mr.  Seybert  said,  that  when  he  considered  it  his 
duty  to  take  up  the  subject  of  tlie  nav) , he  had  oc- 
casion to  look  into  the  expenses  of  that  establish- 
ment, and  especially  into  the  expenses  of  the  navy- 
yard  in  this  city;  and  fi-om  examining  the  account 
lately  laid  before  this  house  liy  the  secretary  of  tlie 
navy,  of  the  expenses  of  1810,  he  was  induced  to 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  secretary’-  of  the  navy  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  house,  a statement  of  the 
expenditures  of  public  monies  in  the  navy-yard  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  during  the  past  year,  dis- 
tinguishing the  value  of  the  materials  used  for  re- 
pairs, the  labor  bestowed  and  the  nature  of  the 
work  performed,  the  number  of  officers,  overseers 
and  Avorkmen,  together  with  their  pay  and  duty.” 
Mr.  Basset  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania Avoiild  have  no  objection  to  add  the  navy-yard 
of  Philadelphia  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Seybert  declared  he  would  not;  and  on  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  D.  R.  AVilliams,  the  resolution  was 
so  modified  as  to  embrace  all  the  navy-yards,  and 
tlien  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  took  up  tlie  order  of  the  day, 
viz.  the  bill  concerning  the  navy;  the  question  of 
agi-eement  to  tlie  report  of  tlie  committee  of  tiie 
whole  to  strike  out  the  section  for  building  ucav 
frigates  being  still  under  consideration,  Mr.  Bibb 
spoke  at  some  length  against  the  navy  establishment, 
and  Air.  Nelson  in  favor  of  it:  when 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Srnilie  against  the 
navy,  and  from  Mr.  Widgery  in  favor  of  it,  the 
question  on  agreeing  to  strike  out  tlie  section  for 
building  the  frigates,  was  cai’ried  62  to  59,  'File 
Yeas  and  Nays  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bacon, 

Bard,  Bibb,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Coch- 
ran, Clopton,  Crawford,  Davis,  De.sha,  Dmsmoor, 
Eurle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwin, 
Gray,  Grundy,  B,  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Huily, 
Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  K.ng,  Lacock,  Lefevie, 
Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  Metcalf,  Aforgan, 
MorroAV,  New,  NeAvbold,  Ormsby,  Pitkens,  Piper, 
Rbea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sag’C,  Seaver, 
Sevier,  Seybert  Shaw,  Shefi’e}',  Smll.e,  G.  Smith, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Talliafcrro;  Whitehill,  Williams, 
— 62. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Baker,  Basset,  Blge- 
loAv,  Bleeker,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Cheves,  Cluttendcn,  Condit,  Davenport, 
Dawson,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Gold,  (ireen,  Hawes, 
Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Little,  Livenston,  LoAvndes, 
.MaXAA^cll,  M‘Bride,  M*Kim,  Afilnor,  Mitch- 
lil,  Mosely,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pitkiii, 
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Pleasants,  Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quincy,  Reed, 
Rtciiaidson,  Ilin^jg’old,  Sammons,  J.  Smith,  Stow, 
SUirges,  Tag'gart,  Tracy,  'Proup,  I’lirner,  'Whea- 
ton, White,  Witlgery,  Wjison,  Wmh,  Wright — 69. 

Tile  next  question  was,  on  agreeing  witli  the 
committee  of  the  whole  to  fill  the  blank  for  provi- 
ding ship  timber  and  other  imperishable  materials 
With  the  words  t-cuo  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  carried  92  to  o7. 

XAYS — \ressrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Cochran,  Ciopton,  Desha,  Gray,  Grundy,  B.  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Tlufty,  Johnson,  Lacock,  l.efever,  I^vle, 
Macon,  M’Kee,  Metcalf,  Morgan,  ^lor.  gw,  New- 
bold,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea,  Roberts,  Rodman, 
Sage,  Seaver,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G,  Smith, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Whitehill,  Williams — 37. 

Another  question  was  on  agreeing  witli  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  make  tlie  above  appropria- 
tion three  years,  viz.  for  the  years  1812,  1813 
and  1814.  This  motion  was  carried  67  to  52. 

Tile  next  question  was  on  agreeing  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  appropriate  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  providing  a Dock  Yard. 

-Mr.  Rliea  moved  to  strike  out  the  section;  but 
this  motion  being  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  Mr. 
D.  R.  Williams  spoke  against  the  propriety  of  ap- 
propriating money  without  estimate,  tor  an  object 
not  wanted  uuul  we  went  about  building  74’s. 
Tlie  House  adjourned,on  motion  of  Mr.  Smihe,  with 
out  taking  the  question. 

Tuesday,  January  28. — Mr.  Jackson  presented  a 
memorial  and  remonstrance  from  certain  inhabitants 
ot  East  Greenwich,  Rhode-lsland,  condemning,  in 
strong  terms,  a resolution  some  time  ago  inti-oduced 
by  a member  from  New-York,  odering  a bounty  to 
American  seamen,  on  boaid  British  vessels,  mUio 
should  bring  in  any  such  vessel  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States.  This  remonstrance,  was  very  long, 
and  contained  a number  of  severe  reflections  upon 
the  measures  of  government.  After  the  reading 
had  progressed  for  some  time,  the  further  reading 
of  the  paper  was  objected  to,  on  the  gi-ound  of  its 
being  indecorous.  This  producing  some  debate, 
r.Ir.  J.  withdrew  the  memorial. 

The  Speaker  declared,  that  in  future,  when  he 
discovered  that  any  jiaper  ])resented  to  the  liou.se 
was  couched  in  disrespectful  and  improjier  language, 
he  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
house  on  the  propriety  of  suft'ering  the  reading  to 
progress. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  a petition  from  the  managers 
of  a inanuftcturiiig  company  in  Georgia,  praying  for 
pewTussion  to  supply  tlie  Vnd/aTi.s  with  such  goods 
as  they  may  be  able  to  manufacture.— Referred  to 
the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

1 lie  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  I'reasury  Department  containing  state- 
merits  of  the  miscellaneous  expenses  of  the  treasu- 
ry, war  and  navy  departments  paid  at  the  treasurv 
during  the  year  1811,  and  an  account  of  Uie  expen- 
ditures at  the  several  ports  of  tlie  United  States  on 
account  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  of  con- 
tracts and  purchases  made  by  the  collectors  for  the 
year  1810,  .which  ivas  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Archer  [after  some  remarks  expressive  of  his 
repugnance  of  applying  to  stamp  duties  and  excise 
laws]  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  1 hat  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  give  this  house  such  information  as  lie 
may  possess  rclatiye  to  the  practicability  of  eflecU 
ing  loans  for  the  government  of  the  tJ.  States  and  to 
'what  amount  such  ioan.s  may  be  obtained,  and  at 
what  rate  of  iniere.st.” 


After  Mr.  Smilie  had  caused  an  extract  from  Mr. 
Gallatin’s  late  letter,  touching  this  subject,  to  lie 
read,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  order  of  the  day,  viz.  tlie  bill  concerning 
the  naval  establishment,  was  then  taken  up;  ami 
tlie  question  on  agreeing  to  the  I’eport  of  tlie  com- 
nntlee  of  the  whole  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  tlie  sec- 
tion providing  a dock-yard,  with  one  hundred  thou- 
sand  dollars,  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Ciieves  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee had  recommended  this  provision  of  the  bill, 
and  replied  to  some  remarks  of  his  colleagoe  (Mr. 
Williams)  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock-yai-d,  which  after 
some  little  debate,  was  carried  56  voles  to  52. 

Mr.  Blackledge  moved  a new  section  to  the  bill 
providing  for  tlie  Imilding  of  four  sevenh  -foui*  gun 
ships.  As  an  inducement  to  the  house  to  adopt  this 
new  section,  he  stated  there  were  sufficient  timber 
and  guns  on  hand;  that  the  whole  expense  would 
not  exceed  1,300,000  dollars,  and  the  guns  and  tim- 
ber being  already  provided,  an  appropriation  of 
824,000  dollars  only  , would  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete tliem. 

The  question  was  negatived  76  to  33. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tliird  reading  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Breckenridg-e  inthechaii-,  on  the  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  an  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by^  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States;  and  to  an  act  mak- 
ing provision  for  arming  and  equipping  tlie  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  I'he  bill 
having  been  gone  through,  without  amendment, 

Mr.  Wdhams  said,  it  might  be  expected  from 
him,  as  a duty  to  state  what  were  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  committee  to  bring  forward  this  bill. — 
As  the  day  was  far  spent,  however,  and  as  this 
could  be  as  well  done  in  the  house,  as  in  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  he  would  move  tliat  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill.  The  committee 
rose  uccordlngly\ 

[A  sketch  of  the  bill  was  given  in  our  last.] 
fVednesday,  January  29. — Mr.  Harper  presented  the 
petition  of  the  directors  of  the  New-Hampshire  Iron 
manufacturing  company,  stating,  that  they  had^ 
expended  hu-ge  sums  of  money  in  the  erection  of 
their  works,  without  being  able,  as  yet,  to  make 
them  in  any  degree  profitable;  owing  to  the  low 
price  at  which  British  articles  of  the  kind  which 
they  make,  have  been  sold;  they  pray,  therefore 
for  an  additional  duty  on  all  imported  hollow  ii’ou 
ware. — Referred. 

Mr.  -M  dnor  presented  the  petition  of  the  survi- 
ving officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  praying  for 
remuneration  for  their  revolutionary  services,  which 
was  referred  to  a select  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  naval  establish- 
ment was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  'fhe 
Yeas  and  Navs  on  its  passage  were  as  follow.-.: 

YEAS. — Sles.srs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bas.se  t, 
Blackledge,  Breckenrdge,  Burwell,  Butler,  (fd- 
lioun,  Cheves,  Chittenden,,  Condit,  Davenport 
Davis,  Dinsmoor,  Ely,  Einmot,  P'.ndley,  Fisk, 
Fitch,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwin,  Green, 
Harper,  Ilawe.i,  Hymcman,  King,  Little,  Livings- 
ton, Lowndes,  Maxwell,  Moore,  iM’Bride, 
M’Coy,  M’Kini,  Miluor,  Mitchell,  Nelson,  New 
ton,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Porter,  Potter, 
Richardson,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Seybert,  Slieflcx,  G. 
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Smith,  J.  Smith,  Srewart,  Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Talliaferro,  Tracy,  1 roup.  Turner,  Van  Cortlundt, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilson,  W;inn,  Wright— 65. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bacon,  Bibb,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Cochran,  Crawford,  Desha,  O.  Ilall,  Hufty,  John- 
son, Lacock,  Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Kee,  Metcalf,  Mor- 
gan, New,  Newbold,  Piper,  Roane,  Roberts,  Rod- 
man,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw,  Smihe,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Whitehdl,  Williams — ^30. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  for  classifying 
and  arming  the  militia;  when  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams 
spoke  at  considerable  length  in  its  favor,  explain- 
ing the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Mitchill  against 
it,  who  concluded  his  observations  by  a motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Wright  in  favor  of  the  bill.  After 
Mr.  W.  had  been  speaking  a considerable  time,  the 
speaker  observed  that  there  was  not  a quorum  of 
members  pi'esent.  A motion  was  made  to  adjourn, 
and  carried. 

[For  T hursday^ s proceedings  see  page  403.] 


^‘Legitimate  Princes.'^ 

I never  hear  an  American  citizen  speak  of  the**  h- 
gitimacif^  of  princes  without  indignation  or  pity.  It 
betokens  a dangerous  foreign  influence,  or  betrays 
a weak  mind:  the  latter  may  be  commiserated,  but 
the  former  must  be  despised.  The  legitimaci/  of 
kings  is  in  the  stren^h  of  their  swords,  and  their 
pretensions  to  a **  divine  right”  to  govern,  absmd 
in  the  extreme.  If  the  fact  were  disputable,  I would 
disire  no  better  evidence  to  establish  it,  than  the 
inconsistencies  of  those  who  affect  to  fight  for  **  le- 
gitimate princes”  in  Europe,  or  prate  about  them 
in  America;  as  from  this  the  knavery  is  demon- 
strated. Truth  is  simple,  eternal,  universal — the 
same  in  India  as  in  Spain;  and  applies  equally  to 
things  belonging  to  the  everlasting  snow-capt 
Andes,  as  to  the  regions  of  the  burning  zone: — 
time  or  place  can  make  no  alteration  of  it. 

A **  legitimate  prince,”  son  of  the  late  Tippoo 
sultan  of  India,  a little  while  ago,  put  a period  to 
his  existence  by  discharging  a fowling-piece  into 
his  chest,  at  Calcntta.  The  father  of  this  '*  royal 
prisoner'^^  had  been  despoiled  of  all  his  rich  po.sses- 
sions  by  the  British — he  was  slain  when  gallantly 
<lefe.nding  his  country,  sword  in  hand,  against  tlie 
^mercenary  bandits  of  the  usurper”  Ilis  family 
and  friends  were  carried  into  captivity,  and  his  late 
valuable  dominions  annexed  to  the  British  territo- 
ries. I'he  war  was  evidently  provoked,  or  rather 
sought  for,  by  the  British — the  foct  is  admitted  by 
their  otvn  historians.  The  power  of  Tippoo  was 
feared;  and  his  possessions,  rich  in  resources,  were 
very  convenient  to  the  spoilers  of  the  east.  Zengi 
Khan  and  J\'adir  Shaiu  were  humane  and  merciful, 
imld  and  beneficent,  compared  with  the  late  con- 
querors and  present  possessors  of  India.  It  has 
frequently  been  stated  and  never  denied,  (that  I have 
heard  of,)  that  in  thirty-five  years — from  1758  to 
l/Qd,  more  than  thirty -six  millions  Xht  people  of 
this  country,  perished  by  the  sv/ord  or  famine,  m 
consequence  of  the  invasion  of  the  British;  whose  in- 
trigues, in  exciting  the  various  petty  princes  to  war 
against  each  otlicr  (that  their  forces  might  be  mu- 
tually weakened)  were  not  less  cruel  than  their  mo- 
nopolies of  rice,  which  strewed  the  high-ways  so 
thickly  with  the  dead,  as  to  render  them  sometimes 
impassable  for  carriages.*  I'his  is  no  metaphor — it 

* This  devastation  is  not  easily  conceived.  Al- 
lowing the  wliole  of  the  persons  destroyed  to  have 
hv-i  1'.  c;ist  into  one  heap-  and  allowing  each  to  occupy 


is  plain  matter  of  Let.  Of  tlie  destruction  since  1 r95 
we  have  not  seen  an  estimate — it  i.s,  however  decla- 
red that  where  flourishing  cities  once  stoeu,  tlie 
tyger  holds  his  savage  habitation;  and  that  i^-eat 
districts,  lately  fertile  and  highly  cultivated,  are 
turned  into  jungles  or  thickets,  and  desolate. 

But  to  wipe  off  the  “usm-pation”  of  India,  and 
cleanse  herself  from  the  blood  of  thirty-six  m,  11  ions 
destroyed  by  her  lust  for  territory  in  Asia^  “Great 
Britain  is  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  would” 
— in  Europe! — deprecating  the  inordinate  ambll  ion 
of  Bonaparte  who  wants  to  rule  over,  not  to  kill, 
ten  or  eleven  millions  of  Spaniards, — and  denounc- 
ing him  as  the  most  perfdious  of  wretches  for- 
keeping  Ferdinand  from  his  people.  Agreed  that 

he  is  so but  is  Ferdinand  better  than  Tippoo? 

Why  are  the  claims  of  the  former  so  much  more 
powerful  than  tire  claims  of  the  latter  to  this  *^shield 

afflicted  humanity,”  the  English  nation,  and  their 
friends.^  Young  Tippoo  was  the  lawful  cliild  of  the 
prince  his  father,  and  lived  ummpeached  of  crime. 
Ferdinand  was  infamously  acknowledged  by  his  own 
mother  to  be  the  fruit  of  her  adulterous  intercoui’se 
with  the  villain  Godoy,  whose  connection  with  her 
was  notorious  to  all  the  civilized  world;  and  he  was 
charged  by  the  man  to  whom  he  supposed  himself 
indebted  for  life — the  king,  of  a design  to  murder 
him; — which  confession  and  allegation  there  are  the 
strongest  reasons  to  believe  were  tx-ue. 

We  should  call  things  by  their  proper  names. 
The  same  causes  that  led  Great  Britain  “to  fatten 
the  fields  of  Indostan  with  the  blood  of  her  sons,” 
prompted  the  emperor  of  France  to  invade  the 
peninsula;  and  the  same  causes  that  led  Bonaparte 
to  invade  the  peninsula,  induced  Great  Britcun  to 
cherish  the  opposition  of  the  Spaiiiards.  Suppose- 
(as  was  talked  of  some  years  ago)  the  Fi'ench  had 
marched  an  army  to  India,  furnished  tlie  natives 
with  tlie  munitions  of  war,  and  excited  the  former 
subjects  of  Tippoo  to  revolution — would  the  l^idians 
have  been  called  ^‘patriots,”  or  the  French  acquir- 
ed honor  for  their  magnanimity?  I think  they 
would  not;  it  would  be  evident  that  the  French  were 
using  the  people  of  India  to  carry  on  the  war  against 
their  enemy,  the  British — and  so,  in  tlie  plain  ti-uth, 
are  the  Bntich  using  the  Spaniards  to  cai-ry  on  the 
war  against  their  enemy,  the  French. 

What  are  the  alliances  of  kings?  Bargains  of 
necessity  or  convenience — contracts  of  plunder, 
devastation  and  blood.  The  “legitimate”  sovreigns 
of  Russia,  Austria  and  Pmtssia  entered  into  a “/lo/y 
alUa7ice,”  and  like  the  robbers  of  the  Appenines 
assailing  the  cottage  of  tlie  peasant,  they  inva- 
ded Poland,  aiid  dispossessed  her  “legitlriiate  sove- 
reign” of  the  greater  part  ofhis  “legitimate”  domi- 
nions. Gvf^at  Brit  am  allied  herself  to  almost  every 
*‘legitimate”  po'ver  of  Europe  at  the  commmence- 
ment  af  the  French  revolution,  and  the  object  of 
the  allies  was,  to  partition  and  curtail  the  domi- 
nions of  Fx-ance,  and  impose  a king  upon  the  re- 
maining possession,  without  tlie  consent  of  ihe 
people.  In  his  late  correspondence  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Foster,  pre- 
fers a complaint  against  Bonajiarte  for  compelling 
the  governments  of  Europe  to  adopt  his  commer- 
cial restrictions.  Has  the  minister  forgotten  wliat 
I Britain  and  her  allies  did  against  France?  Does 
he  not  know  that //err’cy,  the  minl.ster  of  his  king 
only  six  feet — that  heap  would  be  nearly  three 
miles  long,  three  miles  wide  and  three  miles  high! — 
and,  wdth  the  bodies,  a road  12  teet  wide  might  be 
covered  as  if  paved  with  stone,  the  length  of  three 
thousand  fo'ur  hundred  miles. 
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Mr.  Foster’s  explanations. 

On  reviewing”  the  whole  of  this  gentleman’s  cor- 
re.spondeixee  with  the  secretary  of  state,  we  are  irre- 
sistibly led  to  conclude  that  he  is  the  most  extraor- 
dinanj  envoy  [reversing  hi.s  title]  that  ever  left  the 
island  of  Great  Britain,  oil  any  mission  wiiatever. 
One  h:df  of  his  letters  oj-e  incomprehensible,  and 
tJve  O’ her  half  is  among  the  dullest  of  all  composi- 
tions. The  secretary  of  stale  seems  out  of  patience 
with  him,  ami  well  he  may  be; — Mr.  F.  has  been 
giving  explanation  upon  explanation  ever  since  his 
frst  leiter^  but  inevitably  fall.s  into  the  very  position 
he  supposes  had  been  mistakenly  applied  to  him. 

If  we  undci'stand  any  thing  from  liis  hue  ietierto 


manvfacturesy*  as  a condition  for  the  repeal  of  the 
orders  in  council. . 

Having  asserted  that  he  did  make  this  demand, 
or  what  is  tantamount  to  it,  it  became  us  to  ex- 
amine the  grounds  on  which  our  assertion  rest- 
ed; to  retract  it,  if  erroneous — and  maintain  it,  if 
just.  We  have  done  so — and  in  despite  of  the  mist 
that  obscures  all  Mr.  Foster  has  said,  think  we 
perceive  clearly  that  we  have  not  wronged  this  re- 
presentative of  George  HI.  If  room  is  afforded 
next  week,  we  intend  to  introduce  a few  extracts 
from  the  coiTespondence  which  gave  rise  to  the 
accusation,  in  proof  of  its  rectitude — always  bearing 
in  mind  the  saying  of  old  Job— “0  that  mine  etiemy 
had  -written  a bookP^ 


atthecourtof  literallybullied  the  grand  to  force  France  to  receive  into  her  harbors,  British 

duke  (disposed  to  remain  neutral)  into  a declaration  ” oo  o fm-  fhe  rcncal  oftho 

of  war  against  the  French  republic,  under  no  less  a 
penaltv  than  that  of  having  his  territories  invaded 
bv  an  overwhelming  armv,  while  a British  fleet 
should  batter  down  the  city  of  Leghorn.?  Frafice 
and  Spain  were  at  peace  with  Portnp-al—xhe  royal 
families  of  the  two  latter  nations  were  intimately  al- 
lied bv  marriage — x et  France  and  Spain  plotted  the 
drsmcmberment  o? Portugal,  and  actually  compell- 
ed the  court  to  seek  its  safety  in  flight— can  we  then 
feel  commiseration  for  the  old  king  of  Spain,  see- 
ing this  very  league  to  destroy  Portugal  brought 
about  his  own  ruin,?  Ferdinand cons\)\ved  to  dispos- 
sess Charles  of  the  throne,  by  violence— and  Bona- 
parte compelled  Ferdinand  to  resi^  the  pretension 
so  obtained!  Here  the  account  is  balanceii  and 
Ferdinand,  at  lea.st,  treated  justly.  Great  Britain 
Was  at  peace  with  Denmark — but  Copenhagen  was 
treacherously  assailed,  and  the  fleet  earned  off. — 

France  pretended  Portugal  thwarted  her  views  re- 
garding F.V gland!  and  F7)gland  affected  to  believe 
.that  France  might  obtain  the  .Danish  navy.  With- 
out a declaration  of  war,  Franee  commenced  hos- 
tilities against  Spain,  and,  under  like  circumstan- 
ces, Great  Britain  effected  her  famous  seizure  of 
the  Spanish  frigates  laden  with  specie,  returning 
from  the  colonies.  The  Freneh  troop.s,  under  se- 
cret orders,  made  themselves  masters  of  many  for- 
tresses in  Spain,  and  the  British  fleet,  with  sealed 
orders,  to  be  o}>cned  in  a certain  latitude,  robbed 
the  Spaniards  of  their  money.  Hut  it  is  a sicken- 
ing detail,  and  v’e  hasten  to  close  it  by  observing, 
that  “legitimate”  pnnees  always  have  done,  and 
necessarily  wdl  do,  such  illegitimate  acts — “a  cor- 
mpt  tree  cannot  bring  forth  good  fruit.” 

The  eiuperor  of  France  declares  himself  a friend 
to  the  liberty  of  the  sea.?— -because  his  navy  cannot 
cope  with  that  of  England.  The  British  ministry 
would  make  us  believe  they  are  fighting  for  the 
liberties  of  the  taor/J— meaning  only  those  parts 
they  cannot  conquer  for  themselves;  witness  India 
and  Trelan  d.  Such  are  the  consequences  which  truly 
attach  themselves  to  the  pompous  declamations  of 
the  liberty-loving  crea,tures.  W’^hen  Bonaparte  shall 
give  freedom  to  the  land,  we  may  be  inclined  to 
believe  he  is  a friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  sea.  And 
when  Britain,  who  has  dethroned  more  “legitimate” 
princes  in  Asia  than  reign  in  all  Europe,  shall  res- 
tore them  to  their  territories  and  their  people,  and 
cease  to  be  a robber  and  man-stealer  on  the  ocean, 
some  credit  may  be  d«e  her  exalted  pretension. 

H.  N. 


Massachusetts. 

The  state  of  parties  in  the  hou.se  of  representa- 
tives of  Massachusetts,  is  ascertained  by  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  reported  answer  to  the  governor’s 
speech,  which  is  as  “wam/y”  republican  as  any 
public  paper  we  ever  saw.  On  foreign  relations, 
the  house  says,  “Me  period  has  no~w  come  -when  this 
country  must  cease  to  be  an  independent  power,  or 
reclaim  her  usurped  rights,”  and  points  directly  to  a 
war  with  Engkmd.  Of  the  internal  opposition  they 
declare — **It  is  the  peculiar  inisfortune  of  this  com- 
momoealth  that  the  enemies  of  t^  United  States  have 
7?2ost  of  them,  7'e7idezvoused  in  thi.s  capital  [Boston] 
a7ul  its  vicinity.”  The  reply  shall  be  inserted  at 
length,  as  usual,  when  room  permits: 

J'or  this  reply  there  were,  ayes  223 — nays  110 — 
majority  in  favor  113, 


Animated  Pathol 

Review  of  “o  lect7ire  introductory  to  a cottrse  of  lec- 
tures on  the  cause,  seat  caid  cure  of  diseases,  pro- 
posed  to  be  delivered  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  by 
John  Cra-wford,  JM.  1).” — 1811.  p.  p.  51. 

New  theories  of  any  particular  sc-ence  may 
claim  the  attention  of  those  unconnected  with  the 
professional  pursuit,  from  several  considerations; 
the  novelty  of  the  hypotheses  upon  which  they  are 
founded;  the  brilliancy  of  talents  displayed  in  their 
developement;  or  their  felicitous  adaptation  to  com- 
mon understandings.  In  the  science  of  medicine, 
more  particularly,  every  man  is,  in  a greater  or  less 
degi-ee,  interested;  for  upon  the  correctness  of 
prevailing  notions  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
di.seases,  must  depend  the  inestimable  blessing 
of  health.  From  the  very  nature  of  man  this  sci  - 
ence, perhaps,  is  not  susceptible  of  that  degree  o.- 
perfection  which  may  be  attained  b3’  every  other, 
and  hence  the  necessity  of  inquiring  into  theplausi- 
bdity  of  every  plan  which  may  be  pi  oposed  by 
those  into  whose  liands  we  coaimit  the  precious 
trust  of  preserving  our  lives,  halependcnt  of  these 
genera!  cons. derations,  our  at  iention  has  been  mote 
particularly  d.iected  to  the  lecture  before  u-i,  by 
lindiiig  it  *'Uiphatically  addre.sscd  to  “those  wiio 
are  not  of ’.he  prof'essioi;.”  “In  .such,”  sa\.s  tlie  au- 
thor, piejud  ces  may  exist,  but  they  caunoi  have 
iiieir  passions  excited,  and  to  suc!i  I v oiiid  boLdiy’ 
say,  they  arc  the  most  deeply  inlertsted.  'To  have 


Mr.  Monroe,  publi.shed  in  the  last  number  of  the  a rational  plan  in  the  treatment  of  their  di.se.uses. 
Register,  it  is,  tliat  his  meaning  has  been  misun-J  correctly  pursued,  must  be  to  them  of  very  greett 
derstood;  and  a denial,  that  he  demanded,  or  ex- j moment,  and  if  a rational  idea  oi‘ these  diseabes 
pected,  that  the  United  States  ^should  tjridrrtake' cxn  be  conveyed  to  the.r  iniiid.s^  they  Wiu  qu.ckk' 
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discover  Iioav  far  the  knowledge  of  those  they  em- 
ploy, is  adequate  to  the  task  tliey  undertake,  n 
there  should  be  sufficient  evidence  that  an  erroneous 
path  has  been  pursued,  the  objects  of  practice  will, 
in  a very  short  time,  exact  a relinquishment  ot 
ascertained  errors,  and  self-interest  will  enjoin  the 
study  of  medicine  in  such  a way  as  may  best  pro- 
n.ote  the  disclosure  of  truth,  as  may  best  secure 
the  improvement  of  the  science.”  We  are  sorry 
to  pei-ceive  from  this  and  some,  other  hints,  that 
the  doctor’s  brethren  of  the  wig  and  cane  have  not 
lent  him  that  patient  hearing-  to  which  his  learning- 
and  respectability  certainly  entitle  him.  hether 
this  proceeds  from  an  intuitive  persuasion  on  their 
parts,  of  the  fallacy  of  the  doctor’s  arguments,  or 
indignation  at  the  threatened  attempt  to  expose  to 
the  Vukcar  eye  the  whole  arcana  of  the  shop,  is  un- 
important to'  our  present  purpose,  which  is  simply 
to  enquire  into  the  nature  ot  the  task  the  author 
has  imposed  upon  himself,  and  the  probable  benefit 
which  may  result  to  his  hearers  from  its  perform- 
ance. 

I’he  doctor  proposes  to  commence  his  course 
witli  “a  natural  history  of  the  diseases  incident  to 
life”  accordin.g  to  the  principles  of  the  great  plti- 
losopber  Bacon;  that  is,  he  promises  to  attend  to 
nature  only,  and  not  to  the  erroneous  conceptions 
of  man,  with  respect  to  her  operations.  That  this 
can,  in  every  instance,  be  steadily  pm-sued,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hazard  a doubt,  w-ithout  with- 
holding our  entire  approbation  of  the  plan.  The 
mere  operations  of  nature  niust  be  as  uninterest  ing 
and  as  uninstructive  to  the  pliilosoplier,  as  to  tlie 
most  superficial  observer,  unless  applied  to  the  ex- 
plication of  phenomena  otherwise  unintelligible. — 
To  this  end  the  faculty  of  reason  must  be  exerted, 
and  here  it  is  that  w'e  are  so  prone  to  deceive  our- 
selves; each  one  will  be  willing  to  think  his  own 
interpretation  right,  and  wliere  the  ultimate  refer- 
ence must  be  to  the  gi-eat  first  cause,  the  confirma- 
tion of  opinion  must  rest  alone  upon  the  ingenu- 
ity of  its  author.  But  notwithstanding  these 
difficulties,  the  plan  proposed  has  a decided  supe- 
riority over  every  other  which  has  been  pursued  in 
medical  investigations;  it  will  bring  into  more  ge- 
neral view  the  great  “volume  of  creation,”  and 
tend  by  imperceptible  gradations  to  lead  the  mind 
from  tile  contemplation  of  the  o]>erati^s  of  nature 
“up  to  nature’s  Cod.”  This  cannot  fail  to  produce 
its  advantages,  even  though  the  immediate  object 
of  research  be  unattainable. 

Tn  the  prosecution  of  his  history  of  diseases,  the 
author  proposes  to  institute  a comparison  between 
the  diseases  of  which  the  causes  have  been  clearly 
ascertained,  and  those  wherein  they  have  remained 
concealed;  and  here  the  nature  of  his  theory  be- 
gins to  be  unfolded.  “I  shall  then  proceed,”  says 
he,  “to  consider  the  cause  of  sufiering  in  the  ani- 
mals that  are  in  nearest  connexion  with  us,  con- 
tinue my  inquiries  through  all  the  animal  tribes, 
down  to  the  smallest  insect,  as  far  as  the  means  of 
information  have  been  within  my  reach;  and  final- 
ly advert  to  the  leading  sources  of  destruction  in 
the  vegetable  kingdom.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  in- 
quiry I shall  have  occasion  to  notice  much  of  the 
economv  of  the  several  species.  Having  prosecut- 
ed what  has  been  demonstrated  to  be  the  cause  of 
disease  and  death  in  these  correlative  objects,  I 
shall  revert  to  man,  and  hope  to  reflect  the  light 
elicited  from  them  on  what  is  obscure  in  our  own 
species.”  This  is  a task  of  Herculean  magnitude, 
sufficient  to  appal  a mind  less  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  truth  and  science  than  that  of  our  author;  but 


we  know  his  unwearied  industry  an  | g-.  r at  v'  srarf  i : 
es,  and  do  not  doubt  its  accomphshincnt,  'u  a wr, 
which,  if  it  shall  not  re  scue  tlie  .scjcr.ce  f.t'rr.cd. 
cine  from  its  acknowledged  ('h.scurit\,  v ill  at  li  a-r 
open  sources  ofinformation  u^eiul  to  every  class  <.f 
hearers. 

The  pride  of  man  will  long  oppose  a formith  1 re 
barrier  to  the  general  reception  of  the  doctor’s 
theory,  which  strikes  at  once  at  the  root  of  th:  t 
superiority  of  which  we  have  so  long  boasted,  ov<  r 
the  otlier  parts  of  creation.  Iljs  account  of  th«- 
various  gambols  with  which  our  little  conrcalcfl 
enfemies  amuse  themselves  at  our  expense,  reminds 
us  ofDi’.  John.son’s  description  of  a set  of  invisible 
“hunters  whose  game  is  man”  which  he  has  inge- 
niously brought  into  his  review  of  on  inqitirrj  into 
the  nutvre  and  origin  of  evil,  for  the  purpose  of  ridi- 
culing certain  opinions  of  its  author,  and  which 
we  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  quoting.  'Hie 
doctor  says  that  these  invisible  beings  “stand 
round  the  fields  of  Blenheim  or  the  walls  of  Prague, 
as  we  encircle  a cock -pit.  As  we  shoot  a bird  fly- 
ing, they  take  a man  in  the  midst  of  his  business 
or  pleasure,  and  knock  him  down  with  an  apoplexy. 
Some  of  them,  perhaps,  are  Tirtnosi,  and  deligh.t  in 
the  operations  of  an  asthma,  as  a human  pluloso- 
pher  in  the  effects  of  the  air  pump.  I’o  swell  a 
man  with  tympany  is  as  good  sport  as  to  blow'  a frog. 
Many  a merry  bout  haA  e those  frolicsome  beings  at 
the  vicissitudes  of  an  ague,  and  good  sport  it  is  to 
see  a man  tumble  witl:  an  epi.lepsy,  and  reviA  e and 
tumble  again,  he  knows  not  why.  Sometimes  ob- 
structing the  bile,  that  they  may  sec  how  a man 
looks  when  he  is  yellow;  sometimes  wasting  a man 
to  a skeleton;  and  sometimes  killing  him  fat  for 
the  gieater  elegance  of  his  hide.”  M e shall  con- 
clude this  little  notice  of  the  doctor’s  “introuuc- 
toi-y  lecture”  with  expressing  our  unqualified  com- 
mendation of  his  proposed  course.  It  presents  a 
diversity  wherein  ey  ery  class  of  society  may  find 
something  to  amuse  or  instruct  them,  and  tve  most 
earnestly  hope  such  an  opportunity  will  not  be  lost 
to  the  public. 

Ameiican  superfine  Cloths. 

The  commencement  of  the  year  1812,  present  s 
us  with  an  opportunity  of  noticing  the  great  ad- 
vancement and  improvements  made  in  this  highly 
iifiportant  branch  of  our  mamifactui-es;  improve- 
ments which  a tew  years  since  it  v'ouid  have  been 
deemed  impossible  to  haA  C fnade  in  half  a century. 

'I'here  is  now  exposed  for  sale,  at  the  domestic 
society’s  warehouse,  sTiperfine  cloths,  fi-om  the 
woollen  manufactory  recently  established  at  M >dd  le- 
town  in  Connecticut,  made  of  the  first  imported 
Merino  aaooI,  and  Avhich  will  bear  comparison 
AA'ith  the  best  of  imported;  the  wool  is  superior  to 
most  of  the  foreign  superfines,  and  tlie  colors  Avai*- 
ranted  to  be  in  every  i-espect  equal. — Mr.  JViiliom 
Patridge,  a first  rate  dyer  from  the  west  of  Fug- 
land,  and  Avho  has  resided  in  this  city  for  srm  e yea*-s, 
has  the  management  of  the  dying  departmiont. — 
l"hese  cloths  are  the  fir, st  Avhicli  tlie  MiddktoAvn 
company  liaA’e  introduced  into  this  city,  and  aa  e 
doubt  not  but  eA’evy  encouragement  will  be  given 
to  the  sale  of  tin  m,  in  a decided  preieier.ee  by  all 
Avho  are  friendly  disposed  to  tlie  progress  of  im- 
provement in  our  country. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  AA  bilst  noticing  this 
subject,  to  make  mention  of  OUver  Evans’  steam 
engines;  all  the  vai-itius  machinery  of  the  aboA-e 
establisliment  is  carried  on  b\  one  of  them  made  hero 
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aT)0ut  12  ir\onrlis  since,  and  whicli  has  t^iven  i^-reat 
satisf:icti()n  to  the  proprietors.  Tn  every  resj)ect 
they  consider  it  altoijether  superior  to  the  ViHgUsli 
cng'ine  (and  tfie  best  power  for  a woollen  manufac- 
tory)— not  only  in  the  manner  of  using  the  .steam 
and  the  gi-eat  s.iving  of  fuel  resulting  therefrom 
(which  is  Mr.  Ev:>ns’s  great  improveOient)  but  in 
the  construction  and  simphclty  of  all  parts  of  the 
imichinery.  By  means  of  one  steam  valve  revolv- 
ing in  one  direction  in  a rotatory  manner,  lie  at 
once  does  away  tlie  necessity  of  all’ the  complicated 
ao'l  expen.sive  valvt^s  used  to  Watt  and  Bolton’s 
engines  for  introducing  and  discharging  the  sh^am 
from  the  main  cylmcler.  Besides  the  advantages 
rewriting  to  the  establi.shment  from  the  use  of  tins 
engine  In  warming  the  room.s  fre  e of  expense  from 
the  waste  steam  »h;!t  ha.s  done  its  work,  the  same 
steam  is  also  apnlied.  in  connexion  with  the  brush- 
ing machine  in  finishing  their  cloth,  without  adopt- 
ing the  method  of  oiling  and  hot  pressing  as  is  com- 
monly p»-actised  In  England.  In  this  method  of 
finishing,  the  cloth  does  not  require  sponging  be- 
fore it  is  made  up,  {^luvora. 


Native  Oil. 

Finer  and  sweeter  oil,  no  country  can  supply, 
than  what  we  can,  wit li  little  trouble  and  expense 
pi*epare  for  ourselves.  The  tall  annual  Sun-Flower 
will  prove  this — its  seeds  bruised  and  pressed,  will 
yield  an  oil  as  sweet,  and  as  fine  s that  we  can  im- 
port from  Florence. — From  a bushel  of  this  seed,  a 
gallon  of  oil  may  be  drawn — and  with  this  advan- 
tage, tha'  it  can  be  obtained  at  any  time,  quite  soft, 
bland  an-i  fi-esh.  The  seed  also,  and  nia.ss  that  re- 
mains, after  the  expression  of  the  oil,  are  of  exc.el- 
lent  use  to  feed  and  fodder  I - )gs,  poultry,  &c.  But, 
besides  these  uses,  the  gi-owing  plant  is  of  eminent 
service — it  having  been  proved  that  near  twenty 
times  as  nuich  pure  dcnbV-clsticated  air  is  exhaled 
from  one  pl..^it  in  94  liours,  in  liglit  and  clear 
weather,  as  a nr  ■'  respires  in  a Vitiated  and  impure 
state  in  that  'DeCe  of  time.  Hence  the  inhabgants 
of  close,  ill-aired  and  unwholesome  places,  should 
be  dilig''nt  in  its  cultivation. — [ Del.  Watchman. 


Mr.  .Joseph  Lancaster. 

We  are  glad  tf>  insert  the  following  honorable  testi- 
mony in  favour  of  tiie  [jrmce  regent.  It  is  so  seldom 
that  kings  and  princes  (of  whom  much  is  re- 
quired for  they  have  much  in  their  power)  act 
like  honest  and  enlightened  iren,  that  the  mind 
dwells  with  pleasure  on  so  rare  an  example  of 
royal  virtue. 

The  Prince  Regejit  and  j^Tr.  iMucaster. — "Wlien 
Mr.  Lancaster,  a .sliort  time  ag-o,  attended  at  Carl- 
ton house  (agreeably  to  the  prince’ ■!  appointment) 
after  sending  his  name  to  col.  M‘Vfuhon,  he  was 
shown  to  the  audience  chamber,  where  he  'was  to 
be  introduced  to  the  prince  regent.  'Fhe  gentleman 
wlio  did  this,  said,  “sir,  you  will  place  yourself 
here,  and  when  the  prince  regent  comes  down  to 
'go  to  council,  you  will  take  cfl'your  hat,  and  pre- 
sent your  petition,  kneeling  on  one  knee.  Mr. 
Lancaster  replied,  “that  is  more  than  I ran  do; 
my  religious  principles  do  not  permit  me,  1 have 
^een  introduced  to  the  prince  fjefore,  ajtd  he  dis- 
pensed With  this  etiquette.”  Tlie  gentleman  im- 
mediately withdrew,  and  in  a few  seconds  returned 
With  a condescending  command — “You  ai-e  to  do 
only  what  you  please  and  what  you  usually  do.” 
In  a few  minutes  after  tlie  prince  came  down,  and  at 


once  addressed  him,  by  saying,  “Lancaster,  it  Is 
some  time  .since  I saw  you;  it  was  at  Devonshire 
house.  I find  vou  have  been  doing  much  good 
since,  and  am  glad  of  it.”  Mr.  Lancaster  answered, 
“whatever  good  I have  been  doing,  tliy  name,  thy 
taiher’s  name,  and  the- names  of  a I the  royal  family, 
have  been  my  passport  to  usefulness — my  plans 
would  have  been  cried  down  but  for  your  sujiport.” 
To  which  the  prince,  with  that  graceful  manner 
which  so  eminently  disting-uishes  him,  sa  d — “We 
have  done  something — we  must  do  more;  you  shall 
have  om*  support  for  the  good  of  the  country.  You 
are  ioing' more  good  than  any  man  alive.”  He  then 
pi-escntfd  the  petitions;  tlie  prince  received  them, 
saying’,  “I  will  answer  them,  I will  do  all  you  ask.” 
On  which  the  audience  closed.  [London paper. 


The  Chronicle. 

BAETiMonE,  Fehmiory  1,  1819, 

The  United  States  brig  Nautilus,  supposed  to 
have  been  lost,  has  arrived  safe  at  Newport.  De- 
cember 23,  she  carried  away  her  bowsprit,  and 
foretopmast,  lost  her  stern  boat,  and  some  of  her 
sails  and  spars,  and  was  obliged  to  throw  all  her 
guns  overbori  d. 

A vessel  has  arrived  at  Boston  in  44  days  from 
Corrunna  in  Spain.  There  had  been  no  recent  bat- 
tle or  movement  of  the  armies  that  excited  alarm  or 
interest.  The  British  head-quarters  are  about  100 
miles  from  Lisbon.  Where  the  French  are,  is  not 
mentioned. 

\ arious  parts  of  the  United  States  have  been 
severely  agitated  by  earthquakes  during  the  two 
last  months.  Having  preserved  the  gTeater  part 
of  the  remarks  upon  them  at  difierent  places,  we 
propose,  hereafter,  to  give  a digested  narration  of 
the  effects  of  the  phenomena,  that  their  history  may 
be  preserved. 

General  Henry  Dearborn,  late  secretary  of  war. 
now  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  has  been  ap- 
pointed, by  the  president  of  the  United  States  and 
senate,  a major  general  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  This  appointment  places  that  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  [ Int4 

We  understand  that  the  committee  of  foreigm 
relations  have  lately  had  a meeting,  at  which  con- 
siderable unanimity  prevailed  among  tiie  members 
as  to  the  ulterior  measures  which  they  intend  to 
I repoi’t;  and  it  is  believed,  they  only  wait  the  arri- 
j val  of  the  proper  jienod  to  present  to  the  house  of 
1 representatives  a course  consistent  with  the  honor 
ot'  the  country. — {lb. 

Tlie  application  of  the  subscribers  to  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  legaslatui'c  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  an  act  of  incorporation  under  the 
title  of  the  “American  Bank”  .as  noticed  in  the 
Register,  page  336,  was  rejected  by  the  house  ivf 
I representatives  on  the  20t)i  ult.  Yeas  69.  Nays 
22.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follow:  (p  j 'rtie 

bonus  oifcj-ed  was  §50,000! 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alter,  Anderson,  Baxter,  Bean, 
Bond,  J,  Brocike,  Brown,  Clunn,  Clcriions,  Dale, 
Darlington,  Davis,  Dcckart,  Dingm:in,  Dickerson, 
Donaldson,  Duncan,  Dysurt,  llvuns,  Fuckenthall, 
i Farrelly,  Feger,  Ferguson,  Field^,  I'ofsu  r,  Frudes , 
Gibson,  Haines,  Haii,  Hanna,  Heaton,  Uciidnx, 
Hibsbman,  Hill,  Irwin,  l,url>v,  Kurt/,  Lawrence, 
Magill,  Marks,  APAlevy,  Yl’T-aH^  M’t llen.tchan, 
J.  Mitchell,  Montgomery  (of  M.)  .Montgomery  (of 
W.)  Plumcr,  Ra.nkin,  John  Reed,  Joseph  Ifred, 
Reiff,  Rose,  Jan.es  Scott,  Saiuuel  Scott,  Shaufrkr, 
Shearer,  Shoemaker,  Shrove,  James  Smith,  Ro- 
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tert  Smith,  St.  Clair,  Stevens,  Thompson,  Weav- 
er, Weiss.  Weygandt,  Whiteside,  Winter,  and 
Todd,  (Speaker)— 69. 

5^^YS. — Messrs.  iNlathew  Brooke,  Clawg-es, 
Drinker,  Graham,  Groves,  Hamilton,  Heston, 
Hodgden,  Holgate,  M’Comb,  IM’Euen,  M’Leod, 
M’Sherry,  W.  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Newhard,  Pen- 
nock,  Pollock,  Robinette,  Satterlee,  S.  Smith  and 
T.  Smiib— 22. 

The  United  States  have,  at  dlfiPerent  periods,  ap- 
propriated 300,000  dollars  for  carrying  on  tratle 
wth  the  Indians,  10,000  of  which  remain  in  the 
treasury.  We  have  seventeen  Indian  agents  ar,d 
assistants,  the  aggregate  of  whose  salaries  amounts 
annually  to  12,650  dollars,  paid  from  the  treasurj': 
and  the  aggregate  of  their  annual  allowance  for 
subsistance,  paid  from  the  trading  fund  is  4,585  dol- 
lars. The  amount  of  returns  is  not  precisely  known. 

The  nominal  number  of  troops,  officers  and  sol- 
diers, in  the  old  military  peace  establisbrntent,  and 
the  additional  military  peace  establishment,  is 
10,000;  the  actual  number  appointed  and  enlisted,  is 
5,559.  , [American. 

From  a late  London  paper. 

Pacer  mo^jet.— By  a useful  calculation,  it  may 
be  shewn,  that,  taking  the  bank  three  shilling  to- 
kens as  the  criterion,  a one  pound  bank  note  is  only 
worth  16s,  3d,  1-2  sterling.  But  the  gentleman 
who  made  this  calculation  was  not,  it  seems,  aware, 
that  the  dollar  silver,  in  point  of  fineness,  is  8 dwts. 
•worse  than  English  standard  silver  ; as  therefore 
the  dollar  is  now  issued  at  5s.  6d.  and  its  divisions 
in  proportion,  bank  paper  is  to  sterlingas  513-4  to  66, 
uffi’ch  makes  the  sterling  value  of  the  three  shil- 
ling token,  2s.  4d.  1-4  and  of  the  one  pound  note, 
15s.  8d.  1-4. 


In  sterling,  the  one  pound  note  is 


worth 

0 15  8 1-4 

the  5s.  6d.  token 

0 4 3 3-4 

the  3s.  token 

0 2 4 1-4 

the  guinea 

110 

the  shilling 

0 1 0 

of  England  paper. 

tlie  pound  is  worth 

1 

0 9 

the  5s.  6d.  token 

0 

3 6 

the  3s.  token 

0 

3 0 

the  g-uinea 

1 

6 9 

the  shilling 

0 

1 3 13 

The  depreciation  is  therefore  2f  1-2  per  centum  ; 
and  these  results  are  drawn  from  data  furnished  by 
the  bank  company  themselves,  in  their  tokens. 

WASKT^iroTOAr,  (M.  T.)  Dec.  20,  1811. 

Colonel  Simonds  has  just  received  orders  to  move 
his  troops  to  Baton  Rouge.  Conjecture  destines 
them  to  the  margm  of  the  Perdido,  and  to  occupy 
the  fort  of  Mob  le. 


December  22. — We  have  received  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Baton  Rouge.  Colonel  Simonds  has  order- 
ed 100  men  to  the  Natchez,  to  prepare  transports 
for  us.  We  are  not  to  remain  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Aurora. 

New-Obeeav.s,  November  28. 

The  court  martial,  of  which  colonel  Alexander 


Smyth  is  president,  convened  agreeably  to  adjourn- 
ment, at  Batan  Rouge,  on  the  1st  Proximo,  ibr  the 
trial  of  colonel  Cusli  mg,  of  the  second  infantry. 

Tlie  members  and  witnesses  from  this  city  arc 
^one  up.  It  will  be  a ver\'  interesting  trial,  as  it  is 
on  the  military  points  that  the  court  have  to  decide 


ROTISE  OF  RKFKESEXTATTTES. 

Tkursdaij  .Ten  20.  Af.er  a variety  of  bnsiness  of 
no  iininediate  importraice,  but  Vvluch  shall  be  duly 


noticed,  the  house  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
There  was  much  speaking,  but  no  decision. 

(Tj"Tlie  senate  have  passed  the  volunteer  bill  from 
the  house  of  repre.sentatives  to  a third  i-eading  witn 
one  amendment — appropriating  one  million  instead*^ 
of  three  millions  of  dollars,  for  their  equipment,  &c. 


The  Editor’s  Department, 

MR.  GAIEATIX’S  LETTER 

To  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  an<l 
means,  has  given  gi’eat  activity  to  public  discussion, 
and  his  plan  for  raisinga  revenue  has  its  friends  and 
opponents.  It  is  contended,  in  favor  of  the  “budget,” 
that  the  articles  specified  are  fair  sjibjects  for  taxa- 
tion; and  that  as  an  additional  income  must  be 
had  to  meet  the  expected  change  in  our  political  re- 
lations, prejudice  should  not  condemn  it  merely  be- 
cause those  articles  \vere  resorted  to  by  a former 
administration,  for  similar  purposes.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  letter  is  considered  by  others  as  “a  damper'’' 
upon  the  new  army,  &c.  artfully  drawn  up  for  the 
express  purpose  of  alarming  the  people,  and  check- 
ing the  decision  of  congress — and,  that  it  derogates 
much  from  Mr.  Gallatin’s  character  as  a financier 
to  be  able  to  point  out  no  other  means  of  raising  a 
revenue  than  those  recommended  by  his  predeces- 
sors in  office,  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Wolcott. 

If  these  discussions  assume  a body  and  form 
worthy  of  record,  we  sliall  condense  the  arguments 
and  insert  them  in  our  numbers;  adding  there- 
to such  statistical  facts  as  we  believe  are  necessary 
to  assist  the  formation  of  a just  conclusion  on 
thk  highly  interesting  subject.  The  committee  of 
w'ays  and  means  is  composed  of  some  able  and  inteU 
ligent  men  (Messrs.  Bacon,  Cheves,  Smilie,  Bibh, 
Burwell,  Johnson,  and  Pitlcinf)  to  v.’hose  report, 
yet  to  be  made,  much  weight  will  be  attached  as 
they  command  view  of  the  whole  >>  ound;”  and 
have  liberal  access  to  many  sources  of  information 
unknown  to  the  people,  generally. 

Presidential  election. — It  Avould  be  well  for 
the  members  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states 
now  in  session,  to  look  to  the  laws  relating  to  the 
election  of  a president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  electors  for  which  are  to  be 
chosen  according  to  the  new  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives, see  2ndvol.  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
page  22.  For  this  hint  we  are  indebted  to  George 
Al.  Bibb,  Esq,  member  of  congress  from  Kentucky, 
who  has  WTitten  a letter  to  governor  Scott  on  the 
subject. 

The  History  of  the  invasion  of  Spain  will  be  re- 
sumed next  week,  and  continued  in  the  two  suc- 
ceeding numbers,  bringing  it  down  to  the  battle  of 
Corunna  and  death  of  sir  John  AXoore,  where  we 
propose  for  the  present  to  stop. 

Mr.  Anderson’' s speech,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Giles,  shall 
appear  next  tveek,  when  a supplement  will  he  issued. 

(Xj^  The  price  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Register 
will  lie  raided  to  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  those 
who  have  an  opportunity  to  subscribe  for  and  ne- 
glect to  do  so  until  after  it  shall  be  completed. 

Books  -wanted.  The  editor  xvill  feel  himself  much 
obliged  to  any  gentleman  who  can  furnish  him 
Witli,  or  give  information  where  he  can  obtain  them, 
the  following  books — Fordyce's  Comitatus  Anglocum 
and  an  old  work,  entitled,  Conversation  of  Gentle- 
men, primed  at  London  about  100  years  ago. 

The  request  of  a fre  nd  at  Columbia,  (S.  C.)  shall 
be  complied  with  next  week. 
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“ 1 w ish  no  other  herald 

“ No  other  spe;tker  of  my  living  actions^ 

“'I'o  keep  mine  honor  fi  om  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chi  omcler.” 

Shakspeare — hexhy  viit. 


Legisldturc  of  New- York. 

GOVEJl.XOR\S  SPEECH. 

Geyitlemen  of  tJu?  senate  mid  of  the  Assembly,  The 
approaching  crisis  of  our  national  concerns,  and 
the  arduous  and  diversified  duties  of  revising  the 
whole  system  of  statute  law,  upon  wliich  the  peace, 
the  hajrpiuess,  and  the  destinies  of  nearly  one  mil- 
lion of  free  citizens  may  depend,  give  to  the  session 
upon  w'hich  you  have  just  entered,  more  than  or- 
dinary solemnity  and  interest.  It  becomes  us,  there- 
fore, to  adv'ance  to  it.s  cares,  with  minds  untainted 
with  party  acrimony — unswayed  by  selfish  and  in- 
tei-es  ted  motives,  and  with  our  aspirations  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving  to  the  great  preserver  of  nations, 
to  mingle  a humble  and  devout  supplication  for  his 
guidance  and  approbation  in  the  accomplisiiment  of 
the  task  before  us. 

Tn  my  communication  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people  at  their  last  meeting,  I had  the  lionor  to 
revert  to  the  then  state  of  our  fiircig'ii  relations,  and 
TO  note  the  accumulated  injuries  windi  had  been 
indicted  upon  us  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  I shall 
tiierefore  forbear  to  repeat  the  disgusting  detail,  on 
the  present  occasion. 

Notliing  has  occurred  to  alter  our  relative  situa- 
tion with  France  since  the  last  session  of  tlie  legis- 
lature. One  item  of  complaint,  however,  has  been 
expunged  from  the  long  catalouge  ofBridsh  wrongs, 
wliilst  fresh  aggravation.s  and  insults  have  been  sub- 
stituted in  its  stead.  The  almost  forgotten  topic  of 
an  attack  upon  the  frigate  Chesap?:.kc,  has  been 
lately  revived  by  an  unexpected  tender  of  reparation 
which  has  met  the  acceptance  of  our  national  ru- 
lers. 

An  affront  calculated  to  excite  equal  sensibility, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  late  assault  of  the  Little  Belt 
upon  the  frigate  President,  mitigated,  to  be  sure, 
by  the  consoling  reflection,  that  it  \vas  ^»ely  and 
nobly  chastised  upon  tlie  spot. 

Althoug'h  accumulated  evidence  of  the  actual  sus- 
pension of  the  operation  of  the  obnoxious  dijerees 
of  France,  lias  been  submitted  to  the  British ’ cabi- 
net, we  are  still  doomed  to  witness  a persktance  in 
i(ier  orders  in  council,  of  wiiicli  the  edicts  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  \vere  the  pretended  and  ostensible  basis, 
in  defiance  of  a solemn  stipulation  to  the  contrary; 
and  to  be  the  victims  of  an  increased  rigor  in  their 
execution,  wdiich  has  given  the  decisive  and  ulti- 
mate blow  to  our  neutral  commerce. 

It  would  be  painful  to  dwell  upon  every  item  of 
aggression  and  insult  \vhich  swell  tlie  list  of  our 
grievances.  The  precise  points  of  difference  are 
stated,  and  luminously  discussed  in  the  documents 
which  have  recently  been  submitted  to  congress  by 
the  national  executive.  These  are  so  universally 
and  well  understood,  and  the  merited  confidence  in 
the  wise  and  patriotic  managers  of  oqr  national  con- 
cerns has  been  so  thgrougliiy  confii'med,  as  to  have 


produced  an  union  of  feeling  and  sentiment  in  Ih® 
nation,  seldom  before  witnessed;  and  is  fiirnishes  a 
source  of  conscious  prid?  and  satisfaction  in  every 
American  bosom,  to  be  convinced,  that  whaiever 
may  be  our  local  and  domestic  differences,  we  shall 
be  an  united  and  formidable  people,  upon  all  ques- 
tions which  involve  our  naiional  existence  and  pri- 
vileges, or  w'hich  affect  the  vital  principles  of  inde- 
pendence. 

Experience  has  at  length  taught  us  the  feeble  re- 
liance which  is  to  be  reposed  on  appeals  to  the  vera- 
city, the  magnanimity  or  the  justice  of  monarclis, 
and  has  dissipated  eT  ery  remaining  gleam  of  hope 
tliat  our  neutral  rig’nts  will  be  suitably  respected. — 
The  consequent  unanimity  and  spirit  which  inspire 
the  nation,  and  which  have  dictated  the  late  measures 
of  congress  .sliew  a determination  to  enforce  respect 
for  our  rig'hts  and  sovei’eignty  at  every  hazard. 

It  therefore  behoves  the  stale  of  New-York  to 
cloilie  lierself  in  armour,  and  to  stand  prepared  for 
the  approaching*  contest.  The  security  of  her  val- 
uable ;md  exposed  maratime  frontier  on  the  so’ath, 
and  the  protection  of  her  inhabitants  upon  the  ex- 
tensive border  I of  tlie  north  and  west,  challenge  our 
anxious  solicitude  and  united  services. 

The  documents  now  communicated,  with  others 
whicii  will  be  laid  before  you  by  special  message,  in 
a few  days,  will  fUr  lish  fiill  and  accurate  informa- 
tion of  tl'senup  her  and  equipment  of  the  militia,  of 
tlie  extent  and  di slribuiion  of  the  military  stores, 
and  of  the  situation  of  our  fortifications  and  military 
depo  fits. 

With  respect  to  the  militia,  the  most  flattering 
improvements  in  discipline  and  equipments,  have 
been  universally  exhibited  both  by  the  officers  and 
privates.  The  introduction  of  military  schools  into 
several  of  the  counties,  has  contribuced  materially 
to  excite  ambition  and  a spirit  of  emulation.  We 
may  repose  unlimited  confidence  in  the  patriotism, 
gallantry  and  efficacy  of  the  milida,  whenever  the 
honor  and  safety  of  the  country  shall  require  their 
services.  The  organizal  ion  established  by  the  act 
of  1809,  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactoi'y  and  judi- 
cious in  most  respec's.  It  is,  liowever,  essentially 
defective  on  one  or  two  particulars.  It  prescribes 
no  limitadon  or  g'uide  to  the  juri  sdiction  of  military 
courts,  nor  is  there  i)i  ii  any  designation  or  defini- 
tion of  M’ha*  shall  constitute  military  offences,  nor 
•any  rules  or  regulations  for  the  practice  and  prot 
ceeding's  of  those  tribimals.  'i'he  remedies  proposed 
for  these,  and  for  otlier  omissions  and  defects  which 
practice  has  discovered,  will  be  specified  in  a a spe- 
cial report  of  tlie  adjutant  general,  which  will  be 
laid  before  you  previously  to  the  revision  of  the  mi- 
litia laws. 

The  revision  of  our  code  of  laws  will  furnish  you 
v.  ith  opporainities  of  making  many  beneficiai  alte- 
■ i .ons.  To  devise  the  means  for  the  gyadual  and 
ultimate  extermination  from  amongst  us^  of  slavery. 
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that  reproach  cf  a free  people,  is  a ^york  W’orthy  the  I You  will,  in  a few  days,  rccei\-e  the  report  of 
rej)rcscr.tatives  of  a polished  and  enlightened  nation.  >the  commissioners,  who  were  appointed  to  investi- 
Allow  me  here  to  observe,  that  the  laW'  which! gale  the  titles  of  the  Onondaga  salt  lots.  Its  im- 
anthoi‘ises  the  transportation  of  slaves  convicted  of jportance  will  doubtless  diieci  your  serious  atten- 


fdh  nces,  is  very  generally  considered  impolitic  and 
unjust.  Impolitic,  because  it  cherishes  induce- 
rrents  in  the  master,  to  whom  alone  those  unfortu- 
nate ci  eatures  can  look  for  friendship  and  protec- 


tion to  the  general  regulation  and  permanent  use- 
fulness of  that  invaluable  establishment.  JBvery. 
discernable  avenue  ought  to  he  closed,  by  which 
associations  or  individuals  may  monopolize  the 


tion,  to  aggTavato,  to  tempt  or  to  entrap  tlie  slave  Hots,  or  the  salt  manufr  ciured  at  the  public  springs 
in  o an  erroiw-to  operate  upon  his  ignorance  or  his ; If  that  be  permitted,  the  object  contemplated  by- 
fears,  to  confess  a charge^  or  to  withhold  ti*om  him  j the  government  may  be  defeated,  and  the  indusiri- 
the  means  of  employing  counsel  for  defence,  or  of  es- 1 ous  and  enterprising  citizens  of  tliat  flourishing 


fablishing  a reputation  which  is  fiequently  the  only 
shield  against  a criminal  allegation.  This  induce- 
ment will  be  peculiarly  strong,  where  the  slave  is 
of  that  description,  the  sale  of  which  is  prohibited; 
for  a conviction  will  enable  the  master  to  evade  that 
restriction,  and  to  make  a lucrative  disposition  of 
wluit  might  otherwise  be  a burthen  to  him.  It  is 
unjust  because  transportation  is  added  to  the  full 
sentence  which  may  be  pronounced  upon  others. — 
To  inflict  less  punishment  for  the  crimes  of  those 
who  have  always  breathed  the  air  of  freedom,  who 
have  been  bc.u  filed  by  polished  society,  and  by 
literary,  moral  and  religious  instruction  and  exam- 
ple, than  to  the  passions  and  frailties  of  the  poor, 
untutored,  unrefined  and  Unfortunate  victims  of 
slavery,  is  a palpable  inversion  of  a precept  of  our 
benevolent  Redeemer.  The  seiwant  “that  knew 
not,  and  did  commit  things  worthy  of  stripes,  shall 
he  beaten  with  few  stripes;  for  unto  whomsoever 
much  is  given,  of  him  shall  be  much  required.” 

It  would  be  an  employment  equally  grateful  and 
honorable,  to  .endeavor  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
and  cultivate  the  affections  of  the  natives,  who 
dwell  wdthin  our  territory.  Tliese  have  generally 
demeaned  themselves  in  a friendly  and  inoffensive 
manner-  Although  they  are  amenable  to  our  laws, 
they  are  yet  disqualified  from  pursuing  the  ordina- 
iw  means"  of  redress,  for  injuries  committed  upon 
persons  or  their  property.  It  is  not  to  be  dis- 
guised that  worthles.s  and  unprincipled  white  per- 
sons, availing  themselves  of  the  ignorance  of  tlie 
Indians,  and  of  their  hoiwor  at  becoming  the  ob- 
jects of  punishment,  by  laws  which  they  cannot  in- 
thi-pret  or  compi*ehcnd,  wantonly  and  boldly  vio- 
late thier  individual  possessions  and  national  do- 
maiu.  Such  persons  are  generally  of  transitory 
residence,  and  are  amongst  the  most  depraved  mem- 
bers of  community,  who,  besides  the  violation  of 
the  individual  and  national  rights  of  the  Indians, 
corrupt  and  debase  their  propensities  and  ha- 
bits. These  intruders  hid  defiance  to  the  ordinaiw 
remedy  b)  ejectment,  the  issue  of  which  they  can 
protract  for  two  or  three  years,  and  if  they  cannot, 
in  the  mean  time,  avail  themselves  of  the  contin- 
gency of  the  purchase,  by  the  state,  or  of  special 
legislative  interposition  in  their  behalf,  tliey  escape 
before  a final  process  overtakes  them,  and  leave 
the  .state  or  .the  Indians  encumbered  with  the' ex- 
pense of  the  proceedings.  Of  repeated  and  eai-nest 
appeals  for  the  i-edj-ess  of  these  grievances,  a wise 
and  prudent  legislature  cannot  be  regardless.  As 
no  l ight  to  the  possession  or  title  of  Indian  lands 
can  be  acquired  fi  om  them  by  an  individual,  and  as, 
there  rove,  no  legal  or  valid  defence  can  possibly 
be  made  in  a suit  at  law,  it  is  submitted  whether 
.a  power  toexpelj  in  a similar  way,  intruders  upon 
Indian  territorj',  or  upon  public  lands,  where  no 
pre-empi  jve  right  is  reserved,  quglit  not  to  be  vest- 
ed-some\vherej>  .to  be  . exercised  under  .suitably re- 
.stricUon.s,  and  whetlier  such  intiudevs  outfit  no\. 
t i be  deemed  public  ofrenders,  and  be' dealt ' w 
accordingly. 


portion  of  the  state,  be  essentially  and  perroanenU/. 
injured. 

Our  treasury,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  ha« 
been  constantly  drained  by  the  dischai'ge  of  pi«-" 
tended  or  real  demands  against  confiscated  lands. 
The  best  means  of  resisting  or  limiting  those  de- 
n)ands,  has  frequently  engi'ossed  the  eaiTiest  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature.  I'he  systems  which  it  has 
heietofore  devised,  however,  have  been  more  or 
less  parried  by  speculative  management  or  legal  in- 
genuity. Pos.se, ssions  of  nearly  twenty  year  s,  war- 
ranted and  confiimed  by  public  authority,  are  con- 
stantly disturbed,  and  our  treasury  still  feels  the 
pressure  of  demands,  which  the  purchasers  of  those 
claims  are  constantly  heaping  upon  it.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  our  financial  resources,  that  effectual  bar- 
riers be  interposed  against  those  claims.  It  would, 
perhaps,  contribute  materially  to  lessen  their 
amount  in  futuie,  were  you  to  make  void,  and  pun- 
ish as  fraudulent  and  criminal,  speculators  upon  the 
state,  all  dh'ect  or  indirect  pm  chasers  of  them. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  legislature  has  hereto- 
fore been  engrossed  with  the  concerns  of  incorpo- 
rated institutions.  It  is  a question  worthy  of  our 
serious  meditation,  whether  corporations,  other 
than  those  of  a literaiy,  charitable  or  religious 
kind,  have  not  already  been  niultiplied  to  a danger- 
ous and  alarming  extent,  pai’ticularly  those  of  them 
which  are  endowed  witli  the  power  of  conducting 
monied  operations. 

It  has  already  been  announced,  that  petitions  for 
new  banks,  to  the  amount 'of  eighteen  and  an  half 
miliions  of  capital,  will  be  presented  during  the 
present  session.  It  will  appear  by  a i*eport  on  your 
files  of  February  last,  and  by  an  inspection  of  tlje 
laws  passed  since  that,  that  our  existing  bank  capi- 
tal, including  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  by  the 
state,  amounts  to  nearly  thirteen  iijillions  of  dollars. 
The  debts  which  may  now  be  legally  contracted 
upon  tliat  capital,  ai’e  thirty  nine  millions;  and  if 
eighteen  millions  and  an  half  of  additional  capital 
should  be  gi'anted,  the  banks  of  this  state  alone  will 
then  be  enabled  to  contract  debts,  or  in  other  words, 
to  issue  their  paper  to  the  enormous  sum  ol  ninety 
four  millions  of  dollars,  a sum  at  least  .sixteen  times 
greater  than  the  whole  specie  capital  of  the  stale., 
A failure  to  discharge  such  a debt,  will  produce 
universal  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

The  fearful  prospect  presented  to  my  imaginatioa 
by  the  preceding  facts,  and  by  the  infatuation  whkix. 
has  hitherto  occasionally  prevailed,  wjth  respect  U) 
banks,  demand  of  me,  as  a sacred,  official  duty,  to 
submit  to  your  consideration  a few'  remarks  upon 
that  subject. 

The  intrigue  and  hollow  pretences,  which  are 
fiequently  practised  to  draw  the  legislature  into 
the  views  of  applicants,  by  exciting  expectations 
ihatpiirticular  local  buiefits  will  flow  freni  the  gran,t 
of.  tiie-chartci’  solichetl;  or  that  part  icular  classes 
of  cit  i ztXis,-  or  poKtie  i -will  be  pccul  iar  iy  guat  i - 

fled  by  xt,  ought  not  to  impose  upon  us  iit.tbis  Jiate 
day;  lor  w'e  know,  that  expectations,  excited  hy 
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such  representations,  have  too  often  vanished  in  a 
subsequent,  selfish,  speculating  and  demoralizing-, 
disti’ibution  of  the  stock.  Neither  ought  we  to  be 
unmindful,  that  not  unfrequently,  the  prominent 
men  who  seek  the  incorporation  of  new  banks,  are 
the  very  same  who  have  deeply  participated  in  the 
original  stock  of  most  of  the  previpusly  established 
banks.  Having  disposed  of  that  ^lock  at  a lucra- 
tive advance,  and  their  avidity  bein'ig  sharpened  by 
repeated  gratification,  they  become  more  importu- 
nate and  vehement  in  every  fresh  attempt  to  obtain 
an  opportunity  of  renewing  their  speculaHons.  It- 
is  a.lso  worthy  of  preliminary  notice,  that  the  appa- 
rent unanimity  in  favor  of  a measure  which  often 
suirounds  tliis  capital,  when  the  legislature  are 
beset  with  bank  applications,  is  no  real  indication 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  community  at  large. 

One  prominent  objection,  which  meets  us  at  the 
threshold  of  an  examination  of  this  subject  is,  dial 
the  vaults  of  banks  are  the  reservoirs  into  which 
the  specie  is  collected,  and  \\  here  larger  quantities 
of  it  are  at  all  times  accessible  by  those  who  may 
wish  to  send  it  out  of  the  country,  tlian  would  be 
the  case  were  the  specie  left  diffused,  instead  of  the, 
paper. 

Bank  stock  is  generally  owned  by  the  speculat- 
ing,  the  weal.^.y,  and  the  aspiring  part  of  society. 
An  amount  of  their  personal  property,  equal  to 
that  vested  in  stock,  is  withdrawn  from  oiher  ap- 
plications and  appropriations  of  it,  which  would 
probably  be  more  beneficial  to  the  agricultural, 
manufacturing  and  labo’uring  interests.  Hence  arises 
the  difficulty  experienced  by  enterprising  farmers, 
ma’vjfacturers  and  mechanics,  to  raise  money  at 
lawful  interest  upon  the  best  security;  and  hence 
it  follows  tnat  the  neces.s;ty  of  temporary  pecuniary 
relief,  fiequently  drives  them  into  the  embraces  of 
unprincipled,  avaricious  usurers,  who  fertilize  up- 
on he  wants  and  distresses  of  the  needy  and  tm- 
fortunate. 

The  infiuence  or  the  wealth  amassed  and  concen- 
trated in  bank  stock,  wielded  under  the  direction 
of  a few  persons  not  accountable  or  responsible  to 
the  community  for  their  conduct,  nor  restrained 
by  any  official  oath,  may  be  devoted  to  a sway  over 
individual  passions,  sentiments  and  exertions, 
alarming  in  a representative  government.  A dili- 
gent observer  will  have  ah’eady  perceived  one  pal- 
pable operation  of  this  influence  on  public  senti- 
ment, in  the  fashionable,  erroneous  opinion,  which 
prevaiis,  tliat  there  is  greater  sanctity  in  corporate, 
than  in  individual  property  and  rights,  and  that  the 
one  is  less  amenable  than  the  other  to  govermental 
control,  and  less  subservient  to  any  par  anno  unt  pub- 
lic good. 

The  multiplication  of  banks  increases  tlie  facility 
of  counterfeiters  to  make  depredations  on  society, 
and  tiieir  operations  are  almost  exclusively  prejudi- 
cial, to  the  le.ss  wealthy  part  of  the  community, 
whose  business  does  not  familiarise  them  with  the 
great  variety  of  paper  money  which  is  put  afloat. 
The  last  mentioned  part  of  society  are  generally 
tlie  mostmocd,  upright  and  useful  members  thereof, 
and  are  the  mam  dependence  ot'  government  in 
times  of  danger  and  of  war,  Of  them,  therefore, 
tlie  legislature  oug-ht  to  be  the  peculiar  guardians. 
A i-ecent  detection  of  immense  q'lantities  of  false 
bills,  creates  serious  apprehension  that  the  amount 
of  ibrgecl  paper  already  emitted,  bears  a great  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  genuine  paper  in  circu- 
lation; and  if  so  how  will  the  country  be  deluged 
-v/iih  the  former,  if  Vue  lucilitien  ibr  putliii^  be 

multiplied? 


One  of  the  baleful  consequences  of  banks,  is  tlie 
facility  with  wffiich  credit  may  be  obtained  by  cer- 
tain descriptions  of  persons  in  and  near  cities 
and  villages  through  tlie  medium  of  a responsible 
endorser.  The  fictitious  capital  tfius  acquired  by  a 
man,  inspires  confidence  in  all  descrip  dons  of  deal- 
ers and  mechanics,  who  consequently  trust  liim.— ■ 
Whenever  adversity  overtakes  him,  the  property 
on  hand  is  immediately  transferred  to  tlie  endorser 
to  secure  the  bank  demand.  This  course  is  dic- 
tated by  a sense  of  gradtude  to  the  endorser,  and 
by  a desire  to  propitiate  the  good  wdll  and  fiiture 
patronage  of  the  bank:  and  tlius  it  happens,  that 
while  the  bank  obtains  full  payment,  more  hinhble 
creditors,  who  have  trusted  the  insolvent  in  conse- 
quence of  imposing  appearances,  with  w’lucli  that 
veiy  bank  invested  him,  lose  the  utmost  fart] i ing  of 
their  dues.  Hence,  and  not  irom  the  defect  of  the 
insolvent  law,  as  is  generally  imagined,  proceeds  the 
universal  complaint,  that  the  estates  of  insolvents 
yield  no  dividends  t®  ordinary  creditors. 

The  wound  which  the  morals  and  reputation  of 
neighboring  states  have  experienced  from  a too 
great  indulgence  of  the  bank  mania,  ?md  the  pre- 
sent depreciated  credit  of  bank  currency  there  and 
in  England,  furnishes  a lesson  of  vast  importance 
to  patriotic  and  upright  statesmen.  The  paper  of 
the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  had  an'unbound- 
ed  credit  and  circulation.  At  its  first  creation, 
there  were  few  rival  institutions  in  the  great  mer- 
cantile cities,  where  its-branches  were  esfiiblished, 
and  it  therefore  enjoyed  tlie  deposits  and  business 
of  the  first  houses  and  characters  in  the  union.  It 
was  also  patronised  by  the  exclusive  deposits  of  the 
general  government  io  the  amount  of  hear  twenty 
millions  annually,  W’hich  added  greatly  to  its  ability 
for  accommodation;  and  if  that  bank  wi.h  such 
unprecedented  advantages,  can  neither  make  a di- 
vidend for  the  present  year,  nor  redeem  the  origi- 
nal stock  at  par  after  payment  of  its  debts,  ivhich 
is  evident  from  the  price  of  its  stock,  what  would 
be  the  fate  of  many  of  our  present  banks,  were 
theii-  affairs  brought  to  a close?  And  they  v'.'ill 
assuredly  be  brought  to  a close  whenever  a mate- 
rial shock  shall  be  given  to  tlie  credit  and  cbcula- 
tion  of  their  paper.  Tlie  tlien  disastrous  conse- 
quences are  incalculable,  consequences  whicli  wuH 
not  be  confined  to  cities  and  villages,  but  will  per^ 
vade  in  a more  eminent  degree  the  agriculluiaj 
parts  of  tlie  state. 

To  facilitate  commercial  operations  is  the  osten- 
sible pretext  for  soliciting  bank  charters,  and  is  ihe 
only  justification  for  granting  them.  But  at  this 
moment  commerce  is  almost  annili dated,  and  there-, 
fore  there  exists  now  no  necessi'y,  osieiisibie  or 
real,  for  the  multiplication  of  banks. 

There  is  one  other  consideration  of  emphatical 
influence  at  the  present  period.  It  it  well  known^ 
that  stock  is  generally  considered  an  unfit  subject 
of  taxation,  and  in  fact,  is  not  incl’uded  in  the  taxa- 
ble fund,  nor  does  it  contribute  co  discharge  ilie 
public  burdens,  nor  is  it  li.-ble  to  cU.s'.ress,  or  to 
seizure  or  sale  upon  execution.  Xo  inci  ea-se,  there- 
fore, the  amount  of  that  unlangiblc  kind  of  property 
at  this  momeut  of  apprelieuded  war,  would  be  jus’iy- 
considered  a partial  exernpiion  fiom  contribution 
towards  the  public  burdens  of  so  maiw  miliions  of 
the  personal  property  of  the  riclu  With  what 
indignation  would  tiie  yeomuiry,  the  great  body  of 
our  constituents  receive  ihe  intelligence  of  mea- 
sures. directly. calculated  to  increase  their  burthen?, 
i>y  a pai-tial  induig'ence  to  the  pro]ieri  v of  the  rich? 
Pinally,  we  be  feelingly  alive  to  every  diipg 
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which  has  a tendency  to  impair  confidence  in  tlie 
public  functionaries.  If  the  interescs  and  the  sen- 
timents of  the  great  mass  of  our  constituents  are 
opposed  to  the  further  incoqjoration  of  the  banking 
associations:  If  their  instituiion  will  greatly  facili- 
fate  forgers  in  passing  false  bills:  If  the  suspension 
of  commerce  takes  away  the  only  plausible  and 
rational  pretext  for  countenancing  them:  If  the 

wisdom  taught  us  by  the  experience  of  neighboring 
states,  of  foreign  countries,  and  by  the  supposed 
situation  of  the  late  Cnited  Slates  B:ink,  confirm 
and  proclaim  the  danger  to  be  anticipated  tfom 
assenting  to  the  increase  of  the  number  and  capital 
of  banks:  If  they  contribute  to  drain  the  country  of 
specie,  and  discourage  agrnculture  and  manufac- 
tures, by  withdrawing  from  other  uses  and  appro- 
priations more  beneficial  to  them,  the  money  of  the 
affluent:  If  they  have  an  influence  which  enables 
them  to  obtain  the  whole  property  ©f  insolvent 
debtors,  to  the  injury  of  other  creditors:  If  their 
tendency  be  to  the  subversion  of  our  government, 
by  vesting  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy  and  aristo- 
cratic class,  powerful  engines  to  corrupt  and  sul)- 
due  republican  notions:  If  the  augmentation  oi 

bank  capital,  causes  an  ecjtiivalent  curtailment  of 
the  taxable  fund,  and  will  thereby  relieve  the 
wealthy  stockholders  from  their  equal  share  of 
contribution  to  the  public  service,  and  proponion- 
. ably  enhance  the  tax  on  the  hard  earn  ngs  of  the 
farmer,  manufacturer,  mechanic  and  labourer:  It 

the  wisdom  and  example  of  the  Haiional  govern- 
ment  be  worthy  of  respect  or  imitation:  And  it 
we  still  persevere  in  multipl)  ing  banks,  will  there 
not  be  danger  of  infusing  into  the  public  mind  a 
suspicion,  either  that  we  yield  too  pliautl}/’  to  the 
management  and  pressure  of  external  combinations, 
or  that  the  unhallowed  shrine  of  cupidity  has  its 
adorers  within  the  very  sanctuary  of  legislation.— 
Such  a suspicion  will  be  the  prelude  to  the  down- 
fall of  republican  government,  for  it  is  erected  and 
supported  upon  the  aftections  of  the  people  at  lai  ge, 
and  upon.tlTieir  faith  in  the  inviolable  firmness,  smd 
probity  of  their  public  agents,  and  when  once  the 
jbundation  is  removed  the  superstructure  must 
fall  of  course.  Let  us,  therefore,  conscientiously 
endeavour  so  to  dispose  of  the  various  bunk  appli- 
cations with  which  we  are  to  be  assailed,  as  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  at  th.e  sa.me  lime,  to 


mtmicating  to  the  legislature  my  ideas  of  corpo- 
real and  Capital  punisl  . ents.  I shall  not,  tlierefoK^ 
dwell  upon  tha\  theme  now,  longer  than  to  repeat 
that  I iiave  always  entertained  serious  doubts  of  the 
right  of  society  to  take  away  life  in  any  c;  se.  That 
such  extreme  and  vindiciive  punishment  is  by  no 
means  indi.->pensable  for  the  preservation  of  the  so- 
cial compact,  or  for  the  peace  and  security  of  soch  - 
ty;  and  that  it  is  offensive  and  repugnaiit  to  those 
sympathetic  emotions,  tlmse  beneficent  virtues, 
and  that  refinement  of  policy  and  of  reason  which 
ialorn  civilized  and  free  communities.  If  by  invidng 
your  reflections  once  more  to  this  interesi  ing  topic, 
I shall  be  so  fortunate  as  to  subsei-ve  the  cause  of 
liumanitv,  by  eff  acing  from  our  revised  code  that 
vestige  of  barbarism,  it  will  be  to  me  a source  of 
high  and  durable  satisfaction. 

Gentxez^ien. — For  the  unusual  length  of  this 
address,  my  only  apology  is  to  be  found  in  the  gi-eat 
variety  and  importance  of  tlie  matters  which  will 
necessarily  engi'oss  your  attention. 

With  an  acknowledgment  of  my  high  sense  of 
your  patient  indulg*ence,  I offer  a fervent  prayer  to 
Him,  who  directs  the  passions  and  talents  of  man, 
and  controuls  the  destinies  of  nations,  to  inspire  us 
with  unanimity,  patriotism  and  wisdom,  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  high  and  re«ponsiblt  duties  of  our 
respecuve  stations,  and  to  grant  tliat  our  services 
may  redound  to  the  lasting  happiness  and  welfiu-e 
ofthesUite.  HANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Albuvy,  January  8, 1812. 


Public  iJjentiment. 

Tlie  following  is  a copy  of  the  resolutions  introduced 
in  the  house  of  assembly  of  this  state  on  Thurs- 
day last,  by  Samuee  PEXxijroTON,  Esq.  appr«- 
batory  of  +he  proceedings  of  tlte  general  govern- 
ment, and  tendering  their  aid  and  support  in 
such  measures  as  sirail  be  adopted  for  the  general 
weiiure.  {JVe-w-Ark  Ctntinel. 

LEGISIATURE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY,  .TA>'.  11,  1812. 
WriETiEAs,  in  cases  of  great  national  concern, 
involving  in  tlieir  conseqilences  the  interests,  the 
rights  and  the  welfare  as  well  of  the  future  as  of  the 

^ present  generation;  it  cannot  fail  to  be  useitil  and 

retain  and  confirm  public  confidence,  not  only  m i ucceptabie  to  those  entrusted  with  the  national  go- 
tlie  wisdom,  but  also  to  tlie  unbending  independence  . verm-r>erit  to  be  made  acquainted  with  tlie  deliberate 
and  unsullied  integrity  of  the  legislaun-e.  | opinion  of  every  portion  of  the  union:  The  raem- 


state. 


c ■ |t>pinron  ot  every  pon 

A communication  from  the  chancellor  of  tliis  i jgg.p^’fi^jjpgopAj-ewJersey  at  thismomen- 

, relative  to  certain  existing  evils  in  the  admi-  i crisis  in  our  national  concerns,  think  it  a duty 
nistration  of  justice,  in  the  high  and  important  | on  them,  publicly  to  expi'ess,  as  well  the 

tribunal  over  whic 
Your  discernment 


relative  to  certain  existing  evils  in  ti 
rion  of  lustice.  in  the  hiffh  and  it 


icii  he  presides,  is  now  presen  >ed.  | yen.se  of  the  legislature,  as  the  known  feelings  and 

t and  watchful  c.tre  over  die  rig'hts  I of  the  state  they  repre- 

of  your  constituents,  and  the  digniaed  and  respec- 1 contemplating  the  convulsive  sirtiggies 

table  source  from  wbence  the  represent ation  of  the  Mijut  have  tvithin  the  last  twenty  years  broken  up 
existence  of  those  evils  is  derived,  will  doubtless  g.r)ygj.ornents,  overturned  theaiicieut  land  marks 
-engage  your  best  efforts  to  devise  and  ?.pply  the  j disorder  and  distress  into  almost  every 

appropriate  remedy.  , |qm.rter  of  the  European  >corld;  the  citizens  of 

report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  school  ^ New-.Ter.sey  have  surveyed  the  destructive  pre- 
hortlv  to  be  laid  before  vou,  wiii  attract  your  gress  or  this  warof  ambition  on  the  one  side  and  of 


The  , 

fund,  shortly  to  be  laid  before  you,  wiii  attract  y( 
attention  to'the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge,  and  | mercantile  monopoly  on  the  other,  not  only  as  men 
the  consequent  promotion  of  virtue  and  happiiiess.  i commi.ssei'ating  ihe  suifey  ings  of  olbers,  but  wiili  a 
The  flourishing  state  of  domestic  manufactures,  | view  lo  the  consequences  on  the  safety  and  happi- 
and  the  share  which  the  encouragement  and  bounty  | ness  of  America.  Tiie  anxious  solicitude  maiiifest- 
ofthe  legislature  has  had  in  contributing  to  their  j ed  by  the  general  government  to  observe  an  impar- 
activity  and  success,  and  tlie  consequent  indepen-  ' ■ ^ --  ^ 

dence  of  the  country,  prompt  to  a continuance  of | 


every  countemuice  and  support  compatible  with 
our  resources. 

On  a former  occasion  I had  the  honor  of  com- 


n- j tial  nemrality  in  relation  to  tlie  belligerent  nations, 
of;  has  at  ail  times  met  the  decided  approbation  of  the 


government  and  citizens  of  New-Jersey. 

Ii  was  connpt  ntly  hoped  that  this  Ihie  of  conduct 
would  have  St  e tired  to  our  country  tlie  complete 
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observance  of  the  acknowledg-ed  laws  of  civilized 
nations,  or  at  least  l)ave  jiiotected  the  persons  and 
property  of  our  citizens  from  outrag’eous  violence. 
It  was  therefore  not  without  emotions  of  astonish- 
ment and  indignation,  that  they  saw  the  two  g-i-eater 
bellig“erent  E'lropean  powers,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  set  at  defiance  the  public  law  of  nations  by 
commencing-  a vvanton  unprovoked  attack  upon  tl»c 
property  and  persons  of  our  citizens  on  the  hig^li 
seas,  i’his  indi^iation  was  increased  b\-  the  insults 
offered  to  an  enlig-htened  nation  in  pretexts  assig-ned 
as  the  causes  of  this  violence.  The  dangei-  and 
impolicy  of  waging-  war  against  all  Europe  at  t.nce, 
justified  the  course  pursued  by  the  gener  1 govern- 
ment, of  remonstrance,  negociation  and  commei- 
cialrestrictions.  It  has  now  become  a sul)jcct  of 
some  consolation  that  one  of  the  great  beliigej-ent 
nations  has  receded  from  her  hostility,  ceased  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  made  assurances  of  fu- 
ture amity  and  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions,  ancl  thereby  left  America  a sing-le  antag-onisi 
to  contend  with — one  against  whom  she  has  alreadv 
measured  her  stj-ength. 

In  contemplating  the  evils  inflicted  on  our  coun- 
try by  Gi-eat  Britain,  the  legislature  of  Nfew-,Tcrsey 
disclaim  bringing  into  the  calculation  tlie  injuries 
suffered  by  the  revolutionary  war,  tliese  having- been 
magnanimously  buried  in  the  treaty  of  178:1  Nhu-  do 
they  take  into  account  the  alledged  iusligatio.i  of  ihr 
savages  to  hostilities  on  our  frontier  settlements,  th' 
Lets  not  being  officially  ^iscertained  and  declai  cd; 
^ey  leave  out  also  the  insult  to  the  American  flag 
in  the  attack  on  the  Chesapetike-ti-igaie,  that  iiaving 
been  amicably  adjusted;  nor  would  they  at  thi-. 
time  think  pi-oper  to  complain  of  the  refusal  of 
Great  B itain  to  accede  to  the  desires  of  the  civiliz- 
ed world,  of  ameliorating-  tlie  evils  of  war,  b\-  ad  jpu 
ingas  a rule,  tluit  free  ships  make  free  goods.  Ever, 
if  tlte  controversy  between  the  two  countries  arose 
solely  out  of  the  interruption  to  our  ca;  rying  trade, 
aldiough  they  consider  tlie  trade  founded  on  a per- 
fect indisputable  rigiit  widen  ought  never  to  be 
yielded  by  treaty,  yet  policy  iniglusu  ggest  the  pro- 
priety of  sleeping  over  the  injuries  ariung  froni  the 
deprivalkm  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  for  a time. 

But  the  two  toiiowing’  c.iuses  oi  complaint  on 
which  Amc’-ica  and  Grc.it  Bi  itain  are  at  issue,  are 
or'so  uiKiuestiomible  a nature  as  to  !oa\.a  no  doubt 
or  hesitation  on  ihe  ndiid:  Firsv,  tiie  abomua.ble 
practice  of  impressing  native  Ame:  ica.i  seamei., 
while  in  the  pursuit  of  a lawful  commerce,  forcing 
them  on  hoard  their  ships  of  war,  and  cmnpeiii-ig 
them  under  tlie  lash  to  fight  against  naiions  wi.h 
whom  we  arc  at  peace,  and  even  ag.dnsl  liieir  ow  n 
country. 

Second.  The  depi-edations  cominittcd  on  the  le- 
giiimate  comnn  rcv  ot  America,  it  being  now  openly 
•avowed  by  the  Bi  idsh  government,  that  an  Ameri- 
can built  ship,  ow.ied  b\  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  navigcited  by  native  American  seamen,  laden 
with  goods  the  g-rowth  or  manutacUii-e  of  tiie  Uidtcd 
States,  nut  contraband  of  war,  bound  to  a bclii"-cr- 
ent  port,  whicii  is  neither  invested  nor  blockaded, 
is  subject  by  the  orders  ot  the  British  government 
to  seizure  and  condemnation,  both  ship  and  cavg'o; 
the  ruin  of  individuals  ipul  the  destruction  of  com- 
merce, evidence  the  rig-id  execution  of  these  ordei-s. 

This  flag'itious  conduct  of  tlie  rulers  of  Great 
Brii,ain,  needs  no  comment;  it  is  too  notorious  to  be 
denied,  too  palpable  to  be  susceptible  of  explanation, 
and  too  attrocious  for  palliation  or  excuse.  The  an- 
swers to  the  reasonable  nonstrances  of  our  go- 
vernment have  only  addeu  iiisuits  to  injui-ies,  by 


assuming  po  Itions,  at  variance  with  reason,  justice 
and  the  public  law,  in  consequence  of  which  further 
negociation  becomes  idle  and  vain:  it  only  remains 
for  the  cons-iiuted  authorities  of  the  union  to  guide 
the  destinies  of  a numerous,  brave  and  powerful 
iialion,  b}'  marking  out  its  future  course.  That  in 
doing  this  they  may  rely  wi  ji  confidence  on  tlie  sup- 
port ; f New-,Jcrse' , — 

/fe  it  resolv'ul  hy  the  legislative  council  and  geTieral 
assembly  of  the  scute  of  fVew-Jer.sey,  That  at  tliis  im- 
portant cri.sis  in  our  national  concerns,  the  govern- 
ment of  New.Jersey  entertain  a full  and  perfect 
confluence  in  the  wisdom  and  integi-ity  of  the  pre- 
sident, the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America — and  hereby  most 
solemnly  assure  the  national  government,  that 
New-Jersey  will  readily  accord  in  any  measures 
which  it  may,  in  its  wisdom,  think  proper  to  adopt 
for  theredi-ess  of  national  wrongs.  'I’hat  they  cor- 
dially approve  the  recommendation  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  both  houses  of  congress,  ad- 
iiionisiiing-  them  to  put  the  nation  in  armor,  'i'lgit 
in  case  the  government  of  the  United  States  shail 
eventually  determine  to  resist  by  force  the  lawless 
aggressions  commiaed  by  tiie  British  iiafion  on  tiic 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizens,  tliis  legisla- 
ture, in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  citizens  of 
New-,Tei-sey,  wliose  representatives  they  are,  pledge 
theiusi  ives  to  the  na.ion  to  render  to  the  general 
govern.ment  all  ihe  aid,  asaistance  and  support  in 
their  power,  mid  will  with  readiness,  periorm  all 
the  duties  required  of  tliem  in  \he  prosecution  of 
a War  undertaken  for  tfie  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  foregoing  to  the 
pi-esideiu  or  tne  United  States,  with  a request  tiiat 
he  would  be  pleased  to  communicate  a copy  to  each 
branciiofthe  legislature. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
also  requested  to  transmit  a copy  to  each  of  our 
senatoi  s and  representatives  in  congress. 


Biut  Mill  Stones. 

.Some  months  ago,  I hud  the  pleasure  to  announce 
to  the  puiiiic,  through  the  lialtimore  Evening 
Rost,  Uic  di'covccy  of  a quarry  of  stones  in  tiie 
stale  of  tieoigia,  wliicii  it  Was  believed,  would 
ansM  er  all  the  [uu-poses  of  the  French  Burrs;  in 
that  puiuicafioa  it  Was  staled  they  were  under 
trial  Uc  llie  famous  Jlrandywme  milis,  &c.  I have 
now  the  pleasure  to  cou.iuunit  ave  liie  result  of 
that  li  ial  to  ihe  numerous  reader.s  of  the  Wtu-KLy 
Ri'.onsrtR,  audio  congiatii  late  them  on  tiie  dis- 
covei  V of  .so  great  a desiderautm. 

'Eo  tiiosc  that  are  pel  sonaiiy  acquainted  with  the 
g'cntiemen  wlio  ;;ign  ilie  annexed  article,  (flrom 
l\\Q  American  HiuAiinan J any  thing  /could  say 
oi  \.[iCxv  prudence  and  cx'rcnmspecUoii,  or  of  their 
capuhiUty  of  judging-  in  tiiis  niauer,  might  well 
be  deemed  su]>ei  flvious.  But  to  those  who  do 
not  know  ihem,  I feel  a pleasure  to  declare,  tiiat 
the  most  implicit  confidence  may  be  placed  in 
tile}'  as-seri.  [Ed. 

It  is  now  some  months  since  we  took  the  liberty 
to  request  the  public  to  suspend  liieir  opinion  of  the 
Georgia  Burr  Stones,  until  an  opportunity  had  been 
oliered  by  experience  to  test  their  value.  We  now 
have  four  pair  of  imli  stones,  made  from  tlie  Geor- 
gia Burrs,  iii  the  mills  we  work,  and  have  supplied 
tour  other  pairs  to  dilferem  millers  at  this  and  other 
places;  and  w#have  no  doubt  tiiat  if  tlie  proper 
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care  is  taken  in  selecting"  them  at  the  quarries  and 
in  m Jdng  them  up,  they  will  be  found  adequate  to 
a.11  the  wants  of  the  country.  The  quarries  are  said 
to  be  v^eiy  extensive.  One  only  objection  can  be 
made  to  diem — that  .they  are  too  soil;  but  it  taken 
cut  of  the  earth  and  exposed  to  the  air  as  the  French 
BuiVs  are,  we  believe  they  will  be  found  in  no  re- 
spect inferior  to  them,  and  in  some  cii’cumstances 
they  ai*e  much  supei  ior  to  the  French. 

War.  POOLE,  & Co. 

Brandy-wine  Milh. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte. 

ABHIDGED  FROM  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  Vm. 

(continued  from  page  328.) 

\yinle  the  peasantry  of  Spain  were  thus  manfully 
struggling  f:  their  liberties,  the  grandees  w^ere  act- 
ing a very  ( iffeL-ent  part  in  Bayonne.  This  city 
once  belonged  England,  and  was,  for  a considera- 
ble time,  the  residence  of  her  favorite  hero,  Edward 
the  black  prince.  It  is  remarkable  that  he  there 
received  the  visit  of  Pedro,  the  exiled  king  of  Cas- 
tile, w'ho  requested  his  assistance  in  the  re-conque.st 
of  his  kingdom:  and  from  that  place  the  Eng'lish 
force  marched  which  did  restore  him  to  his  throne. 
It  was  now  the  residence  of  Joseph  Bonaparte. 
Here  he  received  a deputation  of  the  grandees  of 
Spain,  widi  tlie  duke  del  Infantado  at  their  head, 
who  expressed  tiieir  lively  joy  at  presenting  them- 
selves before  his  royal  person.  His  presence,  they 
said,  was  necessary  to  ti.e  re-establishment  of  their 
Ajountry,  'I'he  grandees  had  at  all  times  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  fidelity  towards  their  sovereigns, 
and  that  fidelity  he  would  now  experience  fixim 
them,  He  answered  by  assuring  them  of  his  espe- 
cial protection,  and  declared  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  rule  only  by  virtue  of  the  laws.  Deputations 
fi-om  the  different  councils,  and  from  the  army, 
were  ready  also  with  their  homage  and  their  flattery. 
^The  serene  brother  of  the  great  Napoleon,  the} 
told  him,  deserved  to  be  his  choice  on  this  im- 
portant occasion;  for  he  united  in  his  person  tlie 
sublime  qualitie.s  by  W'hich  thrones  are  supported 
and  strengthened.  “Your  majesty,”  said  these 
sycophants,  “constitute  apart  of  the  family  destined 
by  Providence  to  govern.  The  fame  of  your  deeds 
has  stre'iched  itself  over  the  P\i*enees  and  spread 
itself  over  all  Spain.”  One  .thing  which  passed  at 
thi.s  audience  is  especially  wordiy  of  notice;  Joseph 
sard  to  the  deputies  of  the  inquisition,  that  other- 
countries  allowed  of  different  forms  of  religion,  but 
he  coris.dered  it  as  the  felicity  of  Spain  that  she 
had  but  one  and  that  the  true  one. 

A national  assembly  had  been  convened  at  Bay- 
onne, to  do  hoimige  to  Joseph,  and  receive  fron: 
him  a new  consiitution.  Of  150  summvcned,  not 
more  than  ninety  attended.  Don  Miguel  Josepl; 
de  Aranza,  Uie  presidi.nt  of  the  body,  pronounced 
v.n  empty  declamalion— in  which  he  congratulated 
the  vecei-uble  meelihg'  on  the  pleasing  and  honora- 
ble tusk  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  exhorted 
, tliem  tc  offer  their  individual  benefits  on  the  afar  of 
their  country,  in  order  to  raise  a simple  and  great 
pionuinejit,  in  place  of  th.e  gothic  and  totiering 
structure' of  their  former  government. 

Fji  the  feefings  of  sfenie  of  tins  convention,  irony 
and  saicasm  could  not  have  employed  language  pf 
keener  repio.xh.  Let  tire  motives  of  their  conduct 


be  w’hat  they  may,  w'hether  their  submission  to  the 
intruder  have  been  aflected'or  sincere,  the  whole 
weight  of  their  sanction  was  given  to  his  authority, 
and  the  nation  at  large  is  the  more  to  be  admired 
for  its  general  insui-rection:  because  these  men  to 
whom  it  had  been  accustomed  to  look  up  as  the 
most  enlightened  and  patriotic  of  its  ch.kf-,— liad 
apparently  sold  themselves  to  Joseph  Bouapai  m. 

An  address  was  voted  to  Joseph.  It  was  in  the 
basest  strain  of  adulation.  They  spoke  of  rhe  reso- 
lution which  he  had  announced  ot  geverning  only 
for  the  happiness  of  Spain,  as  “a  resoiu  icr.  worthy 
tlie  monarch,  whose  fame  was  spread  over  the  uni- 
verse, as  a model  of  gentleness  and  vii- tue — who 
constituted  the  delight  of  the  people  w hom  he  go- 
verned, and  whom  he  left  in  tears,  because  he  w ent 
to  bear  away  his  virtues  in  another  land.”  At  the 
third  sitting  (June  20)  the  constiti.tionui  statute  for 
Spain  w^as  presented  by  order  ct  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, who  is  ambitious  of  the  fame  ol  a legislator 
as  well  as  that  of  a conqueror.  On  the  seventh,  the 
ceremony  of  accepting  this  constitution  wa.s  per- 
formed, at  which  another  speech  w'as  addressed  to 
Joseph.  A few  days  before  -ihis  mockery  took  place, 
he  had  abdicated  ihe  crown  of  Naples.  “Provi- 
dence,” said  he  m the  proclamation  w ldch  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  Neapolitans,  “Providence  whose 
designs  are  inscrutable,  having  called  us  to  the 
throne  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  w^e  have  found  our- 
selves in  the  cruel  piedicament  of  wididrawing- our- 
selves from  a people  who  had  so  mar.}  claims  to  our 
attachment,  and  whose  happiness  wds  our  most 
ciatifying  hope,  the  only  object  of  our  ambition.” 
with  that  imipious  hypocrisy  wdiich  belongs  to 
kings,  he  appealed  to  the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  to 
witness  how  reluctantly  he  left  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accepting  another  kingdom.  But  to  insure 
their  ftiture  comfort,  he  presented  them  a new  epn- 
stitution  of  the  latest  fashion,  which  Napoleon  ap- 
proved and  guai-anteed.  Some  weeks  elapsed  before 
the  people  of  Naples  were  informed  of  the  name  of 
the  prince,  to  w horn  the  emperor  had  committed 
the  charge  of  rendering  them  happy.  Murat  tit 
length,  (July  20) who  w^as  now  recalled  from  the 
scene  of  his  procriptions  to  Bayonne,  announced 
to  them  that  the  crown  had  been  ceded  to  him  by 
his  brother-in-law,  conibrmably  to  the  decrees  of 
Divine  Providence;  that  he  bad  assumed  the  title 
of  Joachim  Napoleon,  by  the  giaceof  God,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  state,  king  ot  the  two  Sicilies, 
and  grand  Admiral  of  the  empire,  and  that  he  should 
appear  in  tlie  midst  of  tliem  with  the  queen  Caro- 
line, his  august  spouse,  and  the  prince  royal,  Achil- 
les Napoleon.  Such,  however,  was  his  teai*  ot  Ids 
new  subjects,  that  one  of  the  fii*st  measures  ot  his 
reign  w^as  to  revive  a law  prohibiting  the  manu- 
facture of  anus  without  permission  from  govern- 
ment, and  to  pass  a decree  compelling  guninakers 
to  registci'  the  name  of  every  man  who  bought  a 
musket,  and  forbidding  any  person  to  carry  arms 
w'ithout  an  especial  license. 

Josfeph,  w ith  a suite  ot  about  one  hundred  carriages, 
entered  Spain  by  Irrm  (9th  July)  tw'o  days  after  he 
had  received  hontage  trem  the  junta  at  Bayonne. 
When  he  readied  Bergama,  a deputation  sent  from 
St.  Andero,  while  the  French  w ere  in  possession 
of  that  place,  appeared  to  solicit  his  forgiveness 
and  ratify  the  submission  of  their  townsmen,  a few 
hours  only  before  those  townsmen  recoveled  tlieir 
liberty.  Deputations  also  from  Gnipuscoa  and 
Alava  y/ere  ready  with  their  compulsory,  homage. 
At  Vittoria  he  was  piocis  lined;  all  th^  troops  w^ere 
under  anus  when  he  f iltered  tliat  pity,  and  tlie 
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inliabitants  w^re  compelled  to  receive  him  with  the 
forms  of  rejoicing-.  On  the  evening-  of  the  20th  he 
reached  Madrid,  all  the  troops  being  under  arms, 
a necessary  part  of  the  parade.  He  had  previously 
been  crowned  king  in  the  city  of  St.  Sebastian,  on 
the  ninth  inst.  Instead  of  the  rejoicings  usual  on 
such  occasions,  the  most  sullen  silence  prevailed 
during  the  coronation.  The  general  reception  he 
met  with,  is  detailed  In  the  following  letter,  dated 
from  that  city  July  11.  “Last  Saturday,  at  half 
past  one  in  the  afternoon,  arrived  here  a person  of 
the  name  of  Joseph,  and  found  a ci^y  deserted  by 
nine  tenths  of  its  inhabitants,  who  fled  before  his 
arrival  to  shun  his  sight.  There  was  not  a single 
individual  who  returned  the  bows  he  made  in  his 
coach,  and  no  shouts  were  heard  but  those  of  a 
woman  in  the  market  place,  who,  on  his  passing  by, 
e?:claimed,  long  live  Ferdinand  VII.”  This  entry 
resembled  the  funeral  of  a poor  deceased  in  the 
hospital.  A certain  Urquijo  complained  of  this 
conduct,  but  no  attention  was  paid  to  his  com- 
plaints. Tlie  constituted  authorities  received  him 
with  the  re.spect  which  is  due  to  a foreigit  prince, 
and  told  the  Urqtujo,  that  they  could  not  controul 
the  sentiments  of  the  people.  On  the  10th  he  was 
again  proclaimed  at  Vittoria,  and  under  circum- 
stances not  more  flattering.  Every  possible  means 
were  taken,  therefore,  to  prepare  the  metx-opoiis  for 
his  reception  in  a more  flattering  manner,  and  to 
keep  down  the  spirit  of  the  people.  The  publica- 
tion of  news  from  the  provinces  was  prevented  by 
the  severest  measures;  and,  if  any  of  the  patriots’ 
jnanifestoes  found  their  way  to  Madrid,  to  print, 
copy,  read  or  listen  to  them,  was  declared  and  pun- 
islied  as  high  treason.  A proclamation  was  forg- 
ed in  the  bishop  of  St.  Andero’s  name,  recommends 
ing  the  people  to  receive  with  gratitude  the  king 
j»nd  the  army  who  were  come  to  regenerate  them.-^ 
The  proclamation  of  Joseph  took  place  on  St. 
lago’s  day;  the  grand  standard  bearer  and  his  son, 
effected  their  escape  from  the  capital,  ar4d  thius 
avoided  the  degradation  of  appearing  in  .such  a 
procession.  ^Nothing  indeed  could  he  more  strik- 
ing than  the  contrast  between  th js  day  and  tlpit  qn 
-w'iiich  Ferdinand  made  his  entrance  as  king;  then, 
tlie  streets  swarmed  with  the  population  of  the 
whole  surrounding  country;  then,  all  the  seal  and 
authority  of  the  nuigistrates  were  nece.ssary  to  re- 
press the  popular  enthusiasm: — now,  what  few  de- 
monstrations of  joy  were  made  was  procured  by 
authority,  the  officers  going  from  door  to  door  to 
call  upon  the  inhabitants: 

Tlie  houses  were  jqst  sufflciently  decorated  to 
preserve  them  from  the  military  commission  to 
which  ihey  would  otherwise  have  been  exposed. — 
The  money  which  was  scattered,  among  the  popu- 
lace, lay  in  the  streets  where  jtfell,  for  the  French 
themselves  to  gatJier  up;  and  the  theatres  which 
were  thrown  open  tq  the  people,  were  left  to  be  filled 
by  Frenchmen. 

Joseph  seems  to  have  halted  at  Vittoria  till  he 
received  intelligence  of  Ressieres’  victory  at  Rio 
Leco,  and  to  have  advanced  to  Madrid  in  full  con- 
fidence that  the  French  would  he  equally  victorious 
in  all  parts  of  the  i’enirjsnla.  The  first  news  which 
reached  him  after  hi.s  arrival  wa.s  of  the  defeat  and 
.sm-render  of  Dupont,  Si.  Andcro  had  beenreco-' 
vei-ed  by  the  pati-iots,  Monccy  had  been  put  to' 
flight  before  Valentia,  Lefchvre,  after  sustaining  a 
repulse,  was  in  vain  attempting  to  su!;due  Z:rra- 
goza;— meantime  two  victorious  armies,  one  from 
Valentia,  and  one  from  AndaUisia,  were  advancing 
towards  .Vladrid.  Ressieres,  instead  of  being  able, 
as  he  had  lioped,  to  inai-ch  to  the  assistance  of  Ju- 


not  in  Portugal,  was  fain  to  fall  hack  himself,  and 
provide  for  his  own  safety;  and  Blake,  whom  the 
defeat  at  Rio  Leon  seemed  only  to  have  rendered 
more  formidable  by  displaying  his  talents,  and  ob- 
taining tliat  reputation  which  he  merite<l,  was  ready 
with  the  Gallician  army  to  co-operate  for  deliver- 
ance of  the  capital,  and  might  not  improbably  cut 
off  the  retreat  of  the  French  court  unless  it  were 
speedily  effected.  The  French  force  at  Madrid 
would  perhaps  have  been  sufficient  to  have  defeated 
all  these  hasty  levees  had  the  pontest  been  with  the.-e 
only;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropoli.s  were 
ready  to  rise  upon  them  at  the  first  favorable  occa- 
sion, and  take  vengeance  for  their  murdered  hi*e- 
thren.  On  the  29th  July,  says  the  Ovie<lo  Gazette  of 
2d  August,  it  was  reported  that  Joseph  Boiuipai  le 
was  marching,  and  that  all  the  troops  in  tlie  city 
were  following  him.  He  intended  to  start  in  tlic 
dusk  on  the  30th.  The  carriages  were  harnessed 
and  repaired  to  the  court  of  the  palace,  but  the 
co.ach-men  and  mule  drivers,  and  most  of  the  at- 
tendants of  the  private  carriages,  had  disappeared. 
He  was  therefore  obliged  to  wait  until  thp  fuUuwiiig 
day,  when  he  departed  on  horseback,  being  unable 
to  put  the  carriages  in  motion.  Before  he  went  he 
took  all  the  horses,  mules  and  harness  from  the  sta- 
bles and  sold  them  for  tlie  lo  west  price,  lie  fiirceil 
open  the  public  treasury  and  the  bank,  putting  liie 
people  in  the  g-reatet;t  tgiror,  froiq  the  ripprehensiou 
of  a general  pillage.  At  two  in  the  morning  t>f  the 
1st  Aug.  a cannonade  WiW  heard,  which  though  at 
fir.st  Was  taken  for  a fatal  signal,  was  in  fact  but  ihe 
precursor  of  the  brightest  and  happiest  day  that 
ever  shone  upon  Madrid.  Befo'-e  the  French  left 
the  city,  they  seized  upon  the  regalia  and  ihe  Ciown 
jewels,  burnt  the  gun  carriages,  spiked  tlie  cannon, 
threw  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder  into  ;i  pond, 
and,  generally,  destroyed  all  that  they  could  not 
take  with  them.  When  the  inhabit.ants  of  Vladrid 
saw  themselves  delivered  from  the  horde,  they  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  supiteme  ruler  of  events,  and 
assumed  as  a badge  the  portrait  of  Ferdinand. 

Spain  had  no  sooner  risen  in  arms  srainst  tlie 
Ronaparte.s,  than  the  attention  of  the  Biii  lsh  gov- 
ernment was  directed  to  the  Spanish  troops,  w|p,, 
having  been  marched  under  false  pretences  into  thp 
nortliern  parts  of  Genuany,  were  now  s^taiioiicd  in 
the  Danish  Islands.  There  the  empciw  thought  l:e 
had  secured  them,  the  court  of  Deiuuark  being  dis- 
posed to  act  with  subserviency  to  his  ill,  pa/ily 
from  its  att.achment  to  France,  and  partly  from  a 
deep-rooted  feelingofhatredrtowards  Great  Britain. 
The  Paris  jounials  (.\ug.  12)  liad  published  that, 
tliese  troops  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Joseph  with  universal  enthusiasm.  No  man  who 
knew  the  Spanish  character — no  man,  indeed,  who 
knew  any  thing  of  human  nature,  believed  i.!jis  false- 
hood; on  the  contrary,  when  this  o»th  \vas  propos- 
ed, f^r  as  they  were  from  Spain,  with  no  probalu- 
lity,  scarcely  with  the  hope  of  returning  to  it— -ig- 
norant of  the  spirit  which  bad  maiiite-dcd  it.sclf 
there,  and  surrouiKicd  by  French  and  Dimish  iroo}>s, 
who  were  equally  hostile  to  the  cause  of  ihe  panu- 
ois,  they  planted  their  color.s,  formed  a circle  round 
them,  and  there  swore  on  their  knees  to  be  faitiiiul  to 
their  country.  Tiie  difficult  of  opening  a com- 
munk-al  ion  with  their  commander,  the*iuarqi  ds  de  la 
Romana,*  ;md  ende.vVoring' to  bring  cfl‘  them  irncpr-, 

*The  marquis  -was  kept  m profomui  ignorance  uf 
the  events  > hat  had  taken  place  in  !iis  country,  <«'ul 
various  attempts  had  been  made  on  the  p :-t'of  ,!.e 
government,  to  co-mmunicate  to 

him,  audio  devise  means  for  his  esc.ipc  w;;i'i^  U.e 
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Was  entrusted  to  rear  admiral  Keats,  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  distinguished  officers  in  the  British 
service.  The  main  body  of  these  troops  were  with 
the  commander  in  ciiief  upon  the  island  of  Funen, 
some  were  in  Jutland,  some  in  Zealand.  A smaller 
body  in  Langland.  It  was  proposed  by  the  British 
admiral  (Aug.  7)  that  those  in  Funen  should  secure 
themselves  in  a peninsula  on  the  north  side  of  the 
island,  from  whence  if  necessary,  they  might  be 
removed  to  the  small  island  of  Rumsoe.  The  Danish 
gunboats  would  be  rendered  inactive  if  the  Spanish 
general  had  it  in  his  power,  and  should  think  it  pro- 
per, to  seize  on  the  town  and  port  Nyborg;  but  this 
measiu’e  admiral  Keats  thought  might  endanger 
the  srfety  of  tlie  troops  in  Zealand  and  Jutland,  by 
inducing  the  Danes  to  act  hostilely,  when  they 
otherwise  might  be  disposed  to  wink  at,  or  make  no 
serious  efforts  to  impede,  the  quiet  removal  of  the 
Spaniards.  There  was  little  hope  that  any  negoci- 
ation  for  their  peaceable  departure  would  be  success- 
ful; but  immediately  after  the  movement  should 
have  commenced,  a declaration  of  the  unoffending* 
object  m view,  might  thus,  he  thought,  be  ad- 
vantageous. The  troops  in  Zealand,  it  was  propos- 
ed, should  attempt  to  force  their  way  to  the  penin- 
sula near  Corsoir,  where  it  seemed  likely  that  they 
might  be  able  to  defend  tlie  isthmus  till  they  could 
be  removed  to  the  neighboring  island  of  Sproe. — 
Tliose  at  Frederisca,  in  Jutland,  were  to  seize  ves- 
sels, and  endeavor  to  unite  with  their  countrymen 
at  Funon;  but  if  the  troops  in  Langland  were  strong 
enough  to  feel  themselves  in  safety,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  land  all  the  others  there,  from  whence  they 
could  be  transported  at  leisure. 


troops  under  his  command,  without  effect.  At 
length  a Swedish  clergr^man  was  found,  in  whose 
good  sense  and  enterprising  disposition,  the  firmest 
confidence  could  be  placed.  This  gentleman,  dis- 
guised as  a low  and  travelling  tradesman,  went  by 
the  way  of  Heligoland,  aild  having  ovei  come  many 
obstacles  with  the  utmost  patience,  prudence  and 
fortitude,  at  length  arrived  at  the  place  where  the 
marquis  and  his  troops  were  stationed.  Having  as- 
certained the  person  of  the  marquis,  he  was  obliged 
to  watch  incessantly  fi>r  an  opportunity  of  address- 
ing him,  without  exciting  the  suspicion  of  the  mi- 
merous  spies  by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  The 
venerable  agent  at  last  was  obliged,  as  if  by  rxci- 
dent,  to  jostle  tlie  marquis  in  the  street,  in  order  to 
attract  his  attention.  Having  done  so.  Ire  apologis- 
ed, as  if  ignorant  of  the  person  whom  ];e  addressed, 
and  concluded  v.’ith  offering  to  sell  him  some  excel- 
lent coffee.  The  marquis  treated  this  offer  noth 
comempt,  and  signified  that  he  supposed  he  was 
talking  to  a smuggler.  The  miiffster,  however, 
persevered  in  recoinmending  liis  coffee,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  conversation,  found  means  to  intimate 
that  he  was  not  a smuggler  but  a gentleman.  “’^Vehl 
soon  see  that,”  said  the  marquis,  and  then  asked 
him  if  he  could  speak  Latim  Theminister  answer- 
ed in  the  affirmative,  and  a conversation  ensued,  ap- 
parently about  coffee,  as  the  gestures  of  both  were 
caicula.ted  to  deceive  all  who  mig'ht  observe  them. 
The  marquis  Was  then  duly  informed  of  every  thing 
that  had  occurred  in  Spain,  of  the  assistance  the 
British  government  had  rendered,  of  their  readiness 
to  adopt  any  measure  that  might  be  thought  prac- 
ticable for  effecting  tlie  rescue  of  himself  and  hirs 
troops,  that  they  might  join  their  countrymen  in 
re  dsting  the  French  in  their  attempts  to  enslave 
them. 

It  was  scarcely  possible  that  these  various  move- 


ments could  be  concerted  without  exciting  suspi- 
cion, prepared  as  the  French  officers  and  fne  Danish 
government  were  to  expect  some  such  attempt,  and 
after  the  manner  in  wliicli  the  Spaniards  had  ex- 
pressed their  abhorrence  of  the  usurpation  of  their 
country.  A premature  execution  of  the  plan  be- 
came necessaiy,  and  Romana,  accordingly  (9lh 
August)  took  possession  of  Niborg.  Admiral 
Keats  had  hoisted  his  flag  the  preceding  day,  in  the 
Superb^  off  that  town;  and  as  soon  as  the  Spaniards 
ontered  it,  he  dispatched  a letter  to  the  govern- 
or, informing  him,  tliat  notwithstanding  the  state 
of  war  between  England  and  Denmark,  it  was  his 
wish  to  abstain  from  every  hostile  act,  provided  no 
opposition  was  made  to  the  embarkation  of  the 
Spanish  troops.  While  this  was  going  on,  he  must 
necessarily  co-operate  with  those  troops,  and,  con- 
sequently, communicate  with  the  town  of  N}  borg; 
but  the  strictest  orders  had  been  given  to  all  under 
his  command  to  observe  the  utmost  civility  towaixis 
the  inhabitants.  If,  however,  the  Spaniards  were 
opposed,  he  must,  however  reluctantly,  take  mea- 
sures which  might  occasion  the  destruction  of  tlie 
town. 

The  Danish  garrison  had  yielded  to  circum- 
stances: but  an  armed  brig  and  a cutter  v’hich 
were  moored  across  the  harbor,  near  the  town,  re- 
jected all  the  pacific  offers,  both  of  the  Spanish  gen- 
eral and  the  Englisli  admiral,  and  even  all  the  re- 
monstrances of  their  own  countrjTnen:  such  small 
vessels  and  boats  as  could  be  collected  were  sent 
against  tliem  and  they  were  taken.  It  had  been  the 
special  care  of  Romana,  that  no  act  of  hostility 
should  be  committed  by  his  men,  except  such  as 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  their  embark- 
affon.  Some  of  them,  however,  in*itated  at  the 
obstinacy  with  which  the  English  were  opposed, 
fired  a few  shots  at  the  Danish  ships  before  they 
struck.  Admiral  Keats  now  addressed  a second  let- 
ter to  the  governor,  telling  him  that  as  his  entrance 
into  the  harbor  had  been  opposed,  it  was  evident 
that  lie  was  bound  by  no  absolute  law  or  usage, 
to  respect  the  property  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
Spanish  g'eneral  had  occasion  for  some  of  the 
small  craft  in  the  port:  unless  the  ma^sters  and 
crev7s  would  assist  them  in  equipping  and  navi- 
gatingthem,  it  might  not  be  in  his  pov.’er  to  se» 
cure  them  from  injury;  if  they  would,  he  pledged 
liimself,  after  the  short  service  for  which  they 
were  required  should  be  ended,  not  only  to  seeme 
them  from  injury,  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
but  also  grant  them  passports  to  return  in  safety. 
Accordingly  a great  part  of  the  artillery,  baggage 
and  stores,  were  embarked  on  board  such  vessels^as 
were  in  tlie  ports;  the  troops,  amounting  to  6000, 
were  taken  on  board,  and  landed  upon  Langland; 
and  a convention  being  made  between  Romana  and 
the  governor  of  that  island,  in  wliich  the  latter 
agieed  to  suppty  the  Spaniards  «dth  provisions, 
tliey,  on  their  part,  abstaining  from  liostilities. — 
Above  n thousand  troops  from  Jutland  effected  their 
escape  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  joined  their 
countrymen  while  at  sea.  Another  thohsa^d  had 
ai'i’iveci  at  Langland.  One  regiment  in  Jutland  was 
too  distant,  and  too  unfavorably  situated,  tp  effect 
itfr  escape;  and  two  in  Zealand,  after  having  fired 
upon  the  French  general  who  commanded  them, 
and  having  killed  one  of  his  aides-du-camp,  v'cre 
overpowered  and  disarmed.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  joy  of  those  who  effected  their  escape — ^the  reg- 
iment of  Zamora  made  a march  of  eighteen  Dan- 
ish (equal  to  eig’hty-tivo  English J miles  in  twen- 
ty-one hours.  This  regiment,  which  made  this 


THE  WEEKLY  REdlSTER— OFFICIAL  FAFERS. 


417 


aiirprlsing  exertion  for  the  sake  of  returning*  to 
♦•heir  own  country,  to  maintain  its  independeuce, 
was  one  of  those  which  the  French  papers  describ- 
ed as  discovering*  the  greatest  attachment  to  Jo- 
seph. 

The  court  of  Denmark  issued  a proclamation  on 


this  occasion,  expressing  its  astonishment  at  what 
it  called  the  treachery  of  the  Spaniards,  and  charg- 
ing them  with  having  violated  the  most  sacred  du- 
ties! That  court  was  tlierefore  the  first  to  give  its 
sanction  and  support  to  the  usurpation  of  Spain. 

[to  be  CONTINUED.]  . 


OHicial  Papers. 

•Accompanying  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  annual  report.  (See  page  229.) 

(continued  from:  page  401.) 

(D.d.) 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  of  Aprils  1801,  and  on  thejir$t 

of  January,  1812. 


1.847.500  ) 
176,000 

6.482.500 
711,700 

3,440,000 


Debt  on  1st  April,  1801. 

Six  per  cent,  and  deferred,  unredeemed, 

T , ee  per  cent,  outstanding. 

Five  .:nd  a iialf  per  cent. 

Four  and  u hrdf  per  cent. 

Eight  pei  cenv.  (including  800  dollars 
over  issue ' ' ) 

Navy  six  per  cent. 

Temporary  loans,  viz. 

at  six  per  cent.  2,040,000  > 

• at  five  per  cent.  1,400,000  5 
1796  six  per  cent. 

Foreign  debt,  on  first 

January,  1801,  - 10,419,000 

Deduct  principal  and  pre- 
miums paid  between  1st 
January  and  1st  April, 

1801,  - - 343,996 

TTnfimded  debt,  consisting  of  sucti  parts  of  the  regis- 
tered  debt,  and  debt  due  to  foreign  officers,  as  have 
been  subsequently  paid,  . . - 

Debt,  first  April,  1 801,  - - . . 

Reimbursements  from  1st  April,  1801,  to  1st  Jan.  1812,  viz: 
On  six  per  cent,  and  deterred  stock.s,  20,820,744  46 
Three  per  cent,  including  i-eimburse- 
ment  of  converted  stock  and  deduct- 
ing converted  stock  outstanding, 
l^ight,  five  and  a lialf,  four  and  a lialf, 
and  navy  six  per  cent,  stocks  and 
temporary  loans,  paid  all  in  full 
Foreign  debt  paid  in  full. 

On  account  of  unfunded  debt. 


2,379,269  44 


12,657,700 
10,075.004 
90,092  58 


46,022,810  48 


17,067,096  08 
16,723,208  45 
80,000 


1,024,025  75 
518,655  80 
4,800 


Total  reimbursement. 

Debt  on  fir.st  January,  1812. 

First,  old  debt,  viz: 

(A)Six  per  cent  and  deferred, 

(c)Three  per  cent.  - 16,157,890  04 

Converted  six  per  cent.  565,318  41_ 

1796 six  percent.  - - 

Old  debt,  . . T 

Second,  new  debt,  viz: 

Louisiana  six  per  cent. 

Total  amount  of  debt,  first  January,  1812, 

The  reimbursement  of  principal  for  1812,  will  be  1,569,900  65,  thus: 

Nominal  amount  of  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  32,424,080  14 

at  six  per  cent,  2,593,926  41 

W whicii  is  interest,  as  above,  - - . . 1,024,025  76 

Total  amount,  annually  payable  cn  the  public  debt  after  1812, 


Principal. 


37,887,840  54 
19,102,477  89 


12,657,700 


80,000 


10,075,004 


90,092  58 


79,893,115  01 


33,870,304  53 
11,250,000 


45,120,304  53 


Interest. 


2,273,270  43 
573,074  33 


863,218  50 


4,800 


466,100 


1,249,244  67 

(a)  54,418  53 

863,218  50 
466,100 


4,180,463  26 


2,632,981  70 


1,547,481  56 
675,000 


2,222,481  -56 


1,569,900  65 


3,792,382  21 
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(a)  Interest  extinguished  cn  2,379,269  34  at  tliree  per  cent.  71,378  08 
Deduct,  interest  increased,  three  per  cent,  on  565,318  41 

converted  six  per  cent,  stock,  outstanding,  - - 16,959  55 


Diminution  of  interest  on  tlixee  per  cent,  stock  54,418  53 


(5)Six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  1st  January,  1801.  Nominal  amount, 

exclusive  of  the  sinking  fund, 

The  previous  reinibur.seinent3,  by  the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, amounted  to,  - - - 

Deduct  for  ^ error,  stated  in  the  accounts  for  the  year  1803 

But  of  that  reimbursement  there  has  been  paid  on  stock  transferred  to 

the  sinking  fund,  a sum  of  » 

Leaving  for  the  reimbursement  on  the  above  stated  nominal  jgtiount. 

And  making  for  the  unredeemed  amount,  as  per  report  of  April,  1808, 
The  reimbursement  prdd  cn  31st  March,  1801,  was 

Unredeemed  six  per  cent,  and  deferred,  on  1st  April,  1801, 

The  payments  of principal  from  first  Aprils  1801,  to  first  January^  1812,  are 

as  follow.' 

I.  Annual  reimbursements  from  1st  January,  1801,  to  1st  January, 
1811,  per  printed  accounts  of  npeeipts  and  expenditures, 

Deduct  reimbursement  for  1st  quarter  of  1801,  as  above 

Reimbursement  of  the  year  1811,  estimated  at 

II  Paid  in  for  lands  and  purchased,  viz;  / 

For  lands,  unredeemed  amount,  as  stated  in  the  several  esti- 
mates marked  D,  - - - - 61,282  10 

Deduct,  on  account  of  the  nominal  amount,  instead  of  the 
unredeemed  amount,  having  been  inserted  in  those  esti- 
mates, prior  to  tiie  30th  September,  1805,  4,229  90 


57,052  20 
17,517  61 


purchased  in  1806,  * 

in.  Exchanged  stock,  reimbursed  in  full. 


Unredeemed  amount  on  1st  January,  1811,  •• 

Deduct  reind)ursement  of  1811,  estimated  as  per  above,  at 


(c)  Three  per  cent,  stock  on  1st  January,  1801,  (including  Higgins*  stock, 
17, 18,  stated  subsequently  in  the  accounts)  per  report  of  April,  1808, 
Ditto,  issued  subsequently  thereto  ’ " . " 

Total  outstanding  1st  April  1801 

Reimbursements. 

I.  Surrendered  in  exchange  for  converted  stock 

II.  Paid  in  or  lands  ...... 


Outstanding  on  1st  January,  J812 

Prom  the  above  amount  of  reimbursements 

Deduct,  outstanding  converted  stock,  on  1st  January  1812 

Makes  the  reimbursement  on  three  per  cent,  stock  (including  converted) 
from  1st  April  1801,  to  1st  January  1812, 
viz.  Diiference  between  three  per  cent,  surrendered  apd  converted  Stock, 
issued  under  the  act  of  February  11, 1807,  - r - 

Three  per  cent,  stock  paid  in  for  lands  . - - - 

Converted  do  do  . ' - - 

Do  do  to  be  reimbursed  on  the  31st  December,  1811, 


3,976,239 

24,210 


3,952,029 

4,177 


72 


13,012,741 
59,917 
12,953,123 
1,499,000 


14,452,123  53 


41,895,310  01 


3,947,851  81 


37,947,458  20 
59,617  66 


37,887,840  54 


74,569 

6,294,051 


18,566,096 

1,499,000 


08 


2,861,309 

83,278 


2,944,587 

565,318 


1,001,458 

83,278 

80 

1,294,452 


20,820,744  46 


17,067,096  08 


19,093,902  21 
8,575  68 

19,102,477  8? 


2’,944,587  85. 


16,157,890  04 


2,379,269  44 


2,379,269  44 
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Financial  Views. 

* A friend,  who  is  quite  out  of  humor  with  Mr. 
"Gallatin,  and  his  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  has  urged  some  general 
propositions  on  finance  with  a view  to  their  publi- 
cation in  the  Rfgister;  accompanied  by  such  re- 
marks and  observations  as  we  might  believe  calcu- 
lated to  elucidate  his  ideas — ^Nvhich  we  are  the 
more  inclined  to  do  from  their  novelty,  in  one  in- 
stance, and  appai*ent  plausibility  in  another. 

He  proposes, 

Loans. There  shall  be  two  kinds  of  loans;  di- 

rect loans  and  loans  from  individuals,  or  corporate 
bodies,  as  usual. 

The  direct  loans  are  to  supply  the  place  of  direct 
taxes,  and  supercede  tlie  necessity  of  some  of  the 
internal  revenues  proposed  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Suppose  these  loans  to  amount  to 
3,500,000  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  raised  from  the 
people  as  their  county  levies  are  raised.  Let  each 
state  be  directed  by  the  general  government  to 
raise  her  proportion  of  the  said  amount  according 
to  her  representation,  by  directing  her  several  levy 
courts,  or  county  commissioners  to  assess  such  an 
additional  per  centtan  on  their  usual  taxes  as  will 
supply  the  quota  to  be  furnished  by  the  county, 
which  supply  shall  be  according  to  population, 
rating  the  slaves  agi-eeably  to  the  principle  laid 
down  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
money,  when  collected,  to  pass  from  the  county 
treasuries  to  the  state  treasury,  and  from  thence  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  the  proper  evi- 
dences of  the  contribution  being  given,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  the  state  treasurers  to  the  county  trea- 
surers, and  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  the  state  treasurers,  upon  drawing  the  money. 

On  the  supplies  thus  raised,  no  interest  shall  be 
paid  at  present  [if  at  all];  but  on  the  retuim  of 
peace,  or  at  such  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon, 
ways  and  means  snail  be  provided  to  return  to  the 
states  every  succeeding  year,  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  counties,  a sum  equal  (at  least)  to  one  half  of 
the  amount  levied  in  any  one  year,  with  the  whole 
or  some  proportionate  part  of  the  interest,  [if 
thought  most  expedient]  until  the  principal  [with 
simple  interest  therefor]  shall  be  finally  and  fully 
paid.  On  the  receipt  of  their  instalments  the  states 
shall  direct  the  counties  to  make  an  abatement  of 
their  usual  levy,  proportionate  to  the  sum  that  re- 
verts to  them,  and  so  continue  to  do  until  the  whole 
war  loan  is  exhausted  for  county  purposes — or,  in 
other  words,  in  fact,  returned  into  the  pockets  of  the 
people* 

Tile  organization  of  this  system  is  exceedingly 
simple;  and  will  be  attended  with  no  expense 
whatsoever,  except  the  usual  per  centum  allowed  for 
collection. 

To  pay  the  interest  upon  the  money  thus  obtain- 
ed, or  cast  out  a sheet  anchor  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt,  suppose  that  one  seventh  part  of  the 
contribution  shall  be  annually  invested  by  the  pur- 
chase of  evidences  of  ihe  public  debt  bearing  inter- 
est payable  semi-annually  or  annually,  and  so  form 
a SINKING  EUND.-j-  Vi  actively  employed,  it  will  pro- 
duce the  following  results: 

* If  at  the  time  these  instalments  ai*e  to  be  repaid, 
any  of  the  counties  shall  feel  themselves  in  a condi- 
tion to  appropriate  the  money  to  public  -works,  what 
elegant  roads  and  bridges  might  be  made — what 
useful  public  buildings  might  be  erected! 

f If  the  theory  of  this  sinking  fund  is  not  ap- 
'proved  of,  let  it  be  thrown  aside  altogetiier — we  can 


At  die  end  of  the  first  year  the  amount 
of  principal,  and  interest  will  be  530,000 

Add  to  the  fund  one  seventh  of  the  con- 
tribution 500,000 


1,030,000 

The  interest  on  which  for  one  year,  at 


six  per  cent,  is  - - - - 61,800 

SECOND  TEAR  1,091,800 

Add  one  seventh,  as  above  • - 500,000 

1,591,800 

Interest  - 95,508 

THIRD  YEAR  1,687,308 

Add  one  seventh  ...  - 500,000 

2,187,308 

Interest  ....  130,838 

FOURTH  TEAR  2,318,146 

Add  one  seventh  - - - • 500,000 

2,818,146 

Interest  . . - , 169,748 

FIFTH  YEAR  3,087,894 


And  so  on  until  die  expiration  of  ten  years,  when 
the  amount  of  the  fund  will  be  ]g7, 134,675. 

There  may  be,  and,  perhaps,  must  be,  some  ob- 
structions to  the  perfect  operation  of  this  plan;  but 
it  is  presumed  the  purchase  of  stocks  on  which  the 
interest  is  payable  semi-annually  would  fully  make 
up  for  any  time  lost,  and  give  a result  at  least  as  fa- 
vorable. 

Here,  with  this  system,  it  is  proposed,  in  part,  to 
stop.  The  war  has  lasted  ten  years;  peace  is  re- 
established, and  business  has  assumed  its  usual 
channels.  We  have  now  a large  surplus  revenue, 
[to  be  shewn  hereafter]  and  can  appropriate  8 or  \sM 
millions  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  after  dischai’ging  the  interest.  Let  the 
sinking  fund  attached  to  the  direct  loans  operate  10 
years  longer,  by  the  mere  accumulation  of  interest, 
and  it  will  amount  to  ^12,766,497 — of  this  sum  die 
principal  invested  is  only  5 millions  in  the  whole, 
and  there  remains  a balance  of  §7,766,496  applica- 
ble to  the  pa}Tnent  of  the  interest,  and  a clear  pro- 
fit of  §3,266,497  by  the  operation.f 

But  suppose  that  on  these  direct  loans  no  interest 
should  be  paid  during  the  period  of  war,  and  for  five 
years  afier  its  conclusion,  when  a sum  shall  be  an- 
nually refunded  eqvial  to  one  year’s  contribution  and 
the  current  year’s  interest  on  the  whole  sum  bor- 
rowed!* Would  any  think  the’^imposiiion  p-ievous? 
Would  not  such  a sacrifice  (if  a sacrifice  it  can  be 
called)  be  among  the  least  that  any  man  could  ex- 
pect to  make.^  Wiio  would  feel  or  know  it.'*  No 
person  could  be  sensible  of  it  unless  he  took  up 
pen  and  paper  to  calculate  it;  when  he  would  rather 
estimate  a pi'oft  that  might  have  resulted  than  a 

do  very  well  without  it,  and  would  have  §500,000 
a year  more  for  defence  than  has  been  calculated, 
and  the  final  reimbursement  will  only  be  obstructed 
for  six  months.  But  the  fund  might  be  useful  as 
a market  for  stocks,  and  strengthen  the  public  cre- 
dit by  its  demands. 

i Balance  after  payment  of  principal  §7,766,497. 
Fifteen  years  interest  (equated  time)  on 

five  millions  4,500,000 

Profit  §3,266,407 
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^5#  actually  sustained.  Yet  this  non-receipt  of 
interest  as  above  proposed,  would  stand  in  lieu  of 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  per  annum 
during  the  war,  (supposed  for  ten  years)  which 
taxes,  eveiy  man  would  very  often  feel  and  knoiu. 

Z>oa7is  from  individuals  to  the  amount  of  ten  mil- 
lions per  annum  it  is  presumed  may  be  easily  ob- 
tained. This  is  Mr.  Gallatin’s  calculation;  and  of 
the  will  er  capacity  of  the  people  to  furnish  such  a 
supply  there  can  be  no  question.  There  is  a vast 
monied  capital  in  the  United  States  which  such  re- 
quisitions  would  bring  into  action.  The  sums 
raised,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  are  not  lost  to  the 
people,  but  immediately  revert  to  them  through  a 
thousand  different  avenues.  Indeed,  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  many,  and  an  opinion  that  appears  pretty 
well  founded,  that  money  would  thereby  become 
much  more  plenty  (to  use  a common  saying)  than 
it  is  at  this  time.  Open  war  would  give  a free  cir- 
culation to  that  which  in  our  mongrel  peace,  every 
man  is  afraid,  or  has  not  the  spirit  to  part  with. 

Thus  is  provided  a resource  say  of  thirteen-  mil- 
lions a year — but  the  secretary,  for  all  his  pmposes, 
wants  about  twenty  millions — there  are  yet  seven 
millions  deficient. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  duties  on  goods  imported 
if  doubled^  will  produce  five  millions.  This  is  cer- 
tainly the  lowest  possible  estimate  that  can  be 
fbrrhed.§ 

The  tax  upon  salt  is  allowed  to  be  a good  tax,  in- 
asmuch as  it  will  give  a great  spur  to  an  important 
domestic  manufacture,  and  can  be  collected  with- 
out any  or  but  little  additional  expense.  This  will 
raise  says  Mr.  Gallatin,  ^400,000. 

Granted  that  whiskey  is,  of  all  possible  sub- 
jects that  can  present  itself,  the  fairest  for  taxation. 
Had  Great  Britain  such  a resource  she  would  levy 
twenty  millions  a year  upon  it  in  addition  to  all  her 
present  excises  and  duties,  and  the  tax  would  be 
paid.  Notwithstanding  our  immense  supply  of 
domestic  distilled  liquors,  we  have  imported  ten 
millions  of  gallons  in  one  year  of  foreign  spirits; 
a drop  of  which  could  not  sometimes  be  found  by 
a traveller  in  a whole  day’s  ride,  within  fifty  miles 
of  a seaport;  and  yet  our  foreign  liquors  have  cost 

§ It  is  probable  this  source  of  revenue  would 
produce  at  least  eight  millions.  With  all  their  navy 
the  British  could  not  watch  the  American  coast  as 
closely  as  they  tv^tch  the  Atlantic  shores  of  France, 
as  it  were  at  their  doors;  and  of  our  vessels  (whe- 
ther on  the  coast  of  France,  or  the  high  seas,  or  at 
the  months  of  our  oivn  harbors ^ they  do  not  seize 
more  than  one  of  three  engag-eol  in  the  commerce, 
though  they  are  not  prepared  as  the_v  would  be  if 
open,  tmcUssembled,  candid  war  was  declared.  It 
should  be  recollected  also,  that  the  United  States 
can  and  probably  would  soon  have  afloat  1000  or 
1200  of  the  -wickedest  and  most  active  privateers  that 
ever  were  on  the  ocean,  and  that  a vast  quantity  of 
the  richest  commerce  of  Brit:iin  passes  by  our 
coasts.  We  have  the  ships  and  vessels  fitted  for  the 
service;  but,  what  is  more,  we  have  200,000  sea- 
men and  half  seam.en,”  a quantity  greater,  perhaps, 
than  all  the  world  possesses  besides.  Great  Britain 
herself  excepted.  , Does  any  man  suppose  that  a 
spot  of  the  navigable  world,  from  the  sea  of  Kam~ 
schatka  to  the  Insh  channel  ( between  England  and 
Ireland)  will  be  unvisited  by  these  privateers?  Cap- 
tures will  be  made  upon  the  coast  of  England — in 
the  sight  of  her  74’s  many  will  be  retaken,  but 
some  will  arrive  safe,  and  the  duties  on  the  cargoes 
w ill  run  up  very  fast,  being  doubled. 


tlie  people  about  as  much  as  their  whole  exp®^"^  c-f 
provisions  were  sold  for!tl  In  many  parts  of  th®  inte- 
rior no  other  than  domestic  spirits  are  seen— and  in 
no  part  of  it  are  foreign  productions  in  general  use. 
From  this  it  is  presumed  that  the  quantity  of  home- 
made liquors  distilled  will  amount  to  at  least  thirty 
millions  of  gallons  a year;  perhaps  to  40  millions. 
Let  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits  be  trebled — tliose  on. 
the  sea-board  w ho  choose  to  drink  them  will  pay  for 
them.  Their  consun  ption  will  be  diminished;  but 
this  dimunition  will  give  a proportionate  vent  for 
the  domestic  product;  excite  the  distillers  to  im- 
prove the  excellency  of  their  article,  and  afibrd  a 
great  home  market  for  cur  extra  qualities  of  grain, 
&c.  Whiske3=',  which  but  a few  years  ago  was 
accoimted  as  fit  only  for  the  lowest  dregs  of  the 
people,  is  now  to  be  found  on  the  side-boards  of  the 
most  opulent  amongst  us;  and  a duty  upon  rt,  fbg 
making  it  appear  more  respectable! J would  rather 
increase  than  diminish  its  consumption. 

It  is  concluded  that  at  least  30  millions  of  gallons 
of  whiskey,  rum,  gin  or  brand}' — say  -whiskey,  is 
distilled  every  year  in  the  United  States — the  ave- 
rage price  of  it  is  35  cents  in  the  interior — 45  in  the 
sea-ports— -say  40  cents  per  gallon.  Let  a duty  be 
laid  according  to  the  proof  to  produce  an  equation 
of  25  cents  per  gallon,  and  its  average  price  will  be 
65  cents.  This  duty  shall  be  permanent.  The 
price  of  the  article  will  yet  be  low'  enough  in  all 
conscience.  The  retailer.s.  will  raise  it  from  three 
cents  a gill  to  four  cents;  it  will  only  cost  a man 
one  cent  more  to  get  tipsey  then  ttian  it  does  riow, 
and  his  heart  being  -warm  lie  will  pay  it  w'ith  plea- 
sure!— ^The  only  inconvenience  that  ought  to  attend 
this  tax,  is  the  pa}ment  of  it,  in  the  first  instance, 
by  the  distillers — but  a plan  may  be  devised, 
whereb}',  on  giving  the  proper  securities,  they 
maybe  excused,  until  a period  has  expired  presum- 
ed sufficient  for  them  to  make  sales,  as  is  tiie  case 
-with  goods  imported  by  our  inerchants. 

This  excise,  then,  w'ill  raise  ^7,500,000  per  an- 
num**— deduct  one  million  for  expense  of  collec- 

— ,1.  .1  , I,  II— . .11., 

!1  In  1804  we  imported  10,488,696  gallons  of  spi* 
rits,  the  average  duty  on  which  was  more  tlian  29 
cents  per  gallon — -W'e  also  imported  3,003,312  gal- 
lons of  wine,  the  average  duty  on  which  was  almost 
32  cents  per  gallon,  producing  together  are  venue 
of  ^4,059,124  19 — of  w'hich  were  re-exported  a- 
bout  as  much  as,  by  dra-wback,  I'educed  tiie  net  rev- 
enue to  a /jo?/*.  This,  perhaps,  is 

more  tliun  the  average;  and  w'e  w'iil  call  it  tliree 
millions,  to  aid  the  suppositions. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  living  on  the 
sea  board,  or  in  the  immediate  neighboriiood  of 
seapoi’t  to  wns,  constituting- not  one  sixth  of  the  whole 
population,  have  paid  at  least  three  fourths  of  this 
revenue  of  three  millions;  and  what  has  been  the 
inconvenience  or  hamship  of  it?  Let  a man  look  at 
it  fairly.  If  the  one  sixth  of  the  people  have  paid, 
without  being  the  least  oppressed,  or  feeling  the 
least  inconvenience  from  the  tax,  three  fourths  of 
three  millions  a year  for  foreign  , spirituous  liquors, 
can  it  be  believed  that  the  -whole  people  will  be  unwil- 
ling, or  are  miable  to  pay  for  all  their  ardent  drinks, 
the  small  comparative  sum  of  seven  millions  and  a 
half?  The  proportion  of  the  tax  upon  the  wAofe,  will 
then  be  as  the  tax  is  at  present  on  the  part,  as  1 is  to 
2 — that  is,  for  one  cent  that  the  whole  of  the  people 
will  have  to  pay,a  part  of  the  people  now  pay  2 cents. 

**  Fruits  being  perishable,  the  duty  might  be 
lower  on  the  spirits  produced  from  them — the  de- 
ficiency to  be  made  up  by  a higher  duty  pn  those 
made  pf foreign  materials. 
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lion  and  losses,  and  we  have  a clear  revenue  of  six 
millions  and  a half,  and  more  than  five  millions 
abo’ve  the  wants  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
without  oppressing*  or  vexing  any  part  of  the  com- 
munity, or  sending  out,  swarms  of  officers,  like  lo- 
custs, to  eat  up  their  substance.  Besides,  thirteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  might  be  raised  from  the 
u-sual  sales  of  public  land,  and  the  contemplated  tax 
upon  retailers,  the  latter  to  be  collected  by  the  same 
persons  who  collect  the  excise  upon  whiskey. 

Axxual  Supplies. 

Direct  loan,  after  deducting  g 500,000 

for  sinking  fund, 3,000,000 

Other  loans  -------  10,000,000 

Excise  on  whiskey,  rum,  gin  and  brandy,  6,500,000 
Impost,  including  a duty  on  salt  - - 5,400,000 

Sales  of  land  600,000 

Licenses  to  retailers 700,000 


S 26,200,000 

Suppose  the  war  to  last  ten  years,  tJiough  no  man 
believes  it  will  last  more  than  from  two  to  five  years, 
if  carried  on  with  vigor,  and  we  shall  have  borrowed 

By  direct  loans ^ 35,000,000 

Other  loans  - --  --  --  - 100,000,000 

Add  tlie  present  debty  say  - - 40,000,000 

And  owe S 175,000,000 

But  during  the  whole  of  the  war  we  have  a sur- 
plus of  revenue  beyond  tlie  apparent  wants  of  the 
secretary  of  six  'milUom  each  year,  and,  from  our 
sinking-  fvnd,  have  in  the  treasury,  at  the  end  of  20 
years,  neaidy  tlvirteen  millions  of  dollars.  So  that 
the  whole  real  amount  of  debt  cannot  be  assum- 
ed at  more  than  about  130  millions,  the  interest 
on  which,  supposing  one  lialf  of  it  to  be  raised  at 
8 per  cent,  will  be  per  annum  § 6,100,000 
The  ordinary  expenses  of  a “peace  es- 
tablishment,” will  be  less  than  - r 5,500,000 


Expense  of  government  and  interest  11,600,000 

The  ordinary  imposts  will  raise  in  a 

a time  of  prosperity  . - - - g 15,000,000 
Excise  on  whiskey,  which  shall 

be  permanent  protected  by  high  > 6,500,000 

duties  on  foreign  liquors  j 

Sales  of  land - - 600,000 

Many  small  items 400,000 


Whole  revenue  - - - - S 22,500,000 

A sum  must  certainly  vrithin  the  means  of  the 
people — and  which  will  leave  almost  11  millions  a 
year  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
and  effect  its  whole  redemption  in  from  10  to  12 
years. 

It  may  be  urged  by  the  fastidious,  that  congress 
have  no  constitutional  right  to  compel  the  vlates  to 
make  these  **direct  loans”  and  that  some  v.  ill  not 
comply  with  this  requisition.  It  can  hardly  be  be- 
lieved that  any  would  refuse;  but  to  guard  against 
it,  let  it  be  culled  a tax  and  its  reimbursement  a do- 
nation. The  first  may  be  coerced  and  tlie  latter  will 
not  be  rejected/  The  fact  will  be  the  same,  except 
the  state  refusing  will  lose  so  much  money  as  the 
expense  to  be  Incurred  by  appointing  commis- 
sioners, assessors,  collectors,  8cc.  The  matter  may 
be  so  arranged  that  interest  shall  lead  all  heartily 
iuto  it.  The  revenue  to  be  derived  from  whiskey, 
at  a first  View  may  be  considered  extravagant — but 
we  have  acturJly  paid  more  f per  gallon  J on  foreign 
spirits,  and  can  as  easily  pay  it  on  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle. The  estimate  of  the  quantity  distilled  is  be- 
low the  read  amoiint. 


With  such  prospects  is  it  not  sinful  to  ** despair 
o f the  republic?”  Our  resources  are  like  the  infant 
Hercules  in  the  cradle — let  the  serpents  of  despo- 
tism attack  us,  and  our  strength  will  be  manifest, 
There  is  no  country  under  heaven  with  the  same  po- 
pulation, that  has  so  much  general  wealth;  and  like 
our  soil,  our  resoui’ces  are  new  and  vigorous.  And 
to  guarantee  the  whole,  if  a gniarantee  is  necessary, 
there  is  a public  property  in  land  (not  in  figures  or 
paper  money! J — but  firm  substantial  soil,  worth, 
(and  will  ultimately  produce,)  from  six  to  seven  hun* 
dred  millions  of  dollars.  Our  population  is  doubling 
itself  in  every  25  years,  and  the  -wealth  of  the  coun- 
try is  trebled  in  tlie  same  period.  Labor  begins  to 
be  employed  in  all  parts  of  the  country  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  states  are  full  of  machinery — and 
the  ingenuity  and  enterprizeof  our  people  ai’e  second 
to  none  under  the  canopy  of  the  sky.  Let  con- 
gress, WHICH  SHOULD  BE  THE  FOUNTAIN  • OF 
WISDOM  AND  ENERGY,  PUT  THEIR  TRUST  IN  THAT 
PROVIDENCE  WHICH  NEVER  DESERTS  A GOOD 
CAUSE;  RISE  UP  IN  THE  MAJESTY  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
WHO  HAVE  GIVEN  THEM  THE  LEAD,  AND  FEAE 

NO  DANGF.R.  War,  by  this  means,  may  be  avoided; 
if  it  must  come,  we  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  it  as 
we  ought.  Tlie  resources  of  the  country  are  adequate 
to  its  wants,  and  he  who  doubts  should  be  suspect- 
ed. It  is  time  to  act  or  at  least  to  leave  off  talking. 
As  the  last  section  of  this  monition  is  only  in  our 
power,  we  obey  it  by  concluding  this  very  long  ar- 
ticle; under  a hope  that  if  it  does  no  good  to  the 
nation,  it  may  fiirnish  a little  amusement  to  some 
individuals  compo.sing  it. 


The  British  Minister. 

It  has  been  doubted,  by  several  great  men,  whe- 
ther language  contributed  more  to  the  advancement 
or  hindi-anceof  human  knowledge,  and  an  eminent 
scholar  of  the  last  century  has  said  that  the  English 
language,  of  all  others,  possessed  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  defects.  When  we  consider  the  variety  of 
interpretation  which  may  be  given  to  the  same 
phrases;  the  contradictory  constructions  of  the 
same  words;  and  the  easy  transposition  of  senten- 
ces to  suit  the  particular  views  of  the  vTiter  or 
reader,  we  are  inclined  to  give  a ready  assent  to  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion. 

Diplomatic  writers  who  should,  of  all  others, 
seek  to  be  the  most  perspicuous,  so  far  fi-om  endea- 
voring to  attain  so  de.sirable  an  object,  even  boast 
of  the  ingenuity  with  which  they  can  cast  a shade 
of  obscurit}'^  over  every  line  they  pen.  Explana- 
tions are  ready  foi*  every  emergency,  and  a negocia- 
tzon,  which  miglit  be  concluded  in  a couple  of  days, 
is  thus  kept  up,  always  to,  tlie  dishonour  of  one  or 
other  of  tlie  parties,  for  a.s  many  years.  Mr.  Foster 
whose  meaning,  if  w'e  believe  him:  elf,  has  not  been 
understood  on  any  essential  point  of  his  - orrespon- 
dence,  lias  lately  complained,  in  a whining  strain  of 
puerility,  to  tlie  secretary  of  state,  “diat  the  import 
ofhis  former  letters  anticipating  we  presume  the 
same  fide  to  the  present)  lias  been  misunderstood  ift 
t~wo  important  circumstances.”*  We  shall  not  stop 
to  ask  Mr.  Foster  why  the  discovery  of  tliis  import- 
ant misunderstanding  Avas  not  made  sooner; — 
perhaps  he  kncAv  tlie  moment  for  explanation  r 
but  we  shall  proceed  to  inquire  wbetlier  it  were 
possible  that  the  import  ofliis  letters  i.n  these  “two 
important  circumstances”  could  be  understood  in 
any  other  sense  than  tliat  gie'en  to  them  by  the  se- 
cretary of  state.  The  impoi-t  which  he  denies  to 

* Fee  Wedviy  Begister,  p,  377. 
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be  tomieyed  by  his  words  is,  on  the  first  point,  that 
he  had  demanded  that  the  United  States^  govem- 
jnent  “should  puss  a law  for  the  introduction  of 
British  goods  into  the  American  ports,”  and  on  tlie 
second  point,  “that  the  United  States  should  un- 
dertake to  force  France  to  receive  into  her  haibors, 
British  manufactures.  I beg-  permission,  sir,  (says 
hlr.  Foster)  to  declare  that  neither  of  these  demands 
have  [has]  been  made  by  me,  and  that  my  meaning- 
must  not- have  been  understood,  if  such  was  con- 
ceived to  have  been  its  import.”  W ith  respect  to 
tlie  first  point,  unless  Mr.  Foster  is  so  nice  a logi- 
cian as  to  draw  a line  of  distinction  between  die 
passing  a law  for  the  introduction  of  British  goods, 
and  tlie  repeal  of  a law  already  in  operation,  to  pro- 
hibit it,  we  are  really  at  a loss  to  conceive  upon  what 
other  ground  he  has  declared  that  he  made  no  such 
demand.  In  his  letter  to  the  secretary,  of  state  of 
the  3d  July,  1811,f  we  find  the  following  passage, 
“I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  urge  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  the  injustice  of  thus  enforcing 
that  act  (the  non-importation)  against  his  majesty’s 
dominions,  and  I cannot  but  hope  that  a spirit  of 
justice  will  induce  the  United  States  to  reconsider 
the  line  of  conduct  they  have  pm’sued,  and  at  least 
to  re-establish  their  former  state  of  strict  neutrality.” 
— Again,  in  his  letter  of  July  14th,t  “Allow  me 
then,  sir,  to  repeat  my  request  to  learn  from  you, 
whether  I may  not  convey  to  his  royal  highness 
what  I know  would  be  most  grateful  to  his  royal 
highness’  feelings,  namely,  the  hope  that  he  may  be 
enabled  by  the  speedy  return  of  America  from  her 
unfriendly  altitude  (the  operation  of  the  non-impor- 
tation act)  towards  Great  Britain,  to  forget  alto- 
gether (generous  soul!)  that  he  ever  was  obliged  to 
have  any  other  object  in  view  besides  that  of  endeav- 
oring to  promote  the  best  understanding  possible  be- 
tween the  two  counti'ies.”  Again,  July  26th, § “From 
every  consideration  which  equity,  good  policy  or 
interest  can  suggest,  there  appears  to  be  such  a call 
upon  America  to  give  up  this  system  (the  non- impor- 
tation) which  favors  France  to  the  injm-y  of  Great 
Britain,  that  / cannot^  however  little  satisfactory 
your  communications  are,  as  yet  abandon  all  hopes 
that  even  before  the  congress  meet,  a new  view  may 
be  taken  of  the  subject  by  the  president,  which  will 
lead  to  a more  happy  result,”  Can  any  language 
convey  an  acknowledgment,  that  such  a demand  had 
been  made,  more  unequivocally  than  the  following.? 
In  his  letter  of  October  22nd,H  “I  beg  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  make  some  remarks  in  reply  to  your  letter 
of  October  1st,  being  extremely  anxious  to  do  away 
the  impression  which  you  seem  to  have  received, 
relative  to  the  demand  I had  made  for  a repeal  of  the 
non-importation  act  of  the  present  year — however  you 
view  the  de^nandmade  on  the  pai-t  of  Great  Britain, 

I can  safely  say,  that  it  was  made  in  consequence 
of  its  appearing,”  &c.  &.c.  &c.  It  was  indeed 
hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  representative  of 
a nation  renowned  for  its  honor,  would,  in  two 
moiuhs,  “nay,  not  so  much,”  after  having  penned 
the  preceding  paragraph,  have  had  the  shameless 
effrontery  to  declare  that  he  had  made  no  such  demand. 
—He  only  meant  to  say  that  his  royal  master  would 
retaliate  upon  us  if  we  refused  to  admit  his  vessels 
into  our  ports.  He  could  not  think  of  condescend- 
ing to  ask  us  for  a repeal  of  our  lav,  but  he  would 
frighten  us  into  the  measure  by  threatening  us  with 
the  wrath  of  his  offended  master;  as  an  angry 

■\  See  Weekly  Register,  p.  155, 
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father  would  treat  an  obstinate  child:  he  does  not 
say,  “go  and  do  this,”  but  with  the  rod  of  con  ec-^ 
tion  in  his  hand,  repeats,  “if  you  do  no/  do  this, 
sir,  you  shall  be flogged?^  But  let  us  proceed  to  the 
second  pdirdairmsunderstanding,  namely,  “that  the 
United  States  should  undertake  to  force  France  to 
receive  into  her  harbors,  British  manufiictures,” — 
This  also  Mr.  Foster  begs  permission  to  declare  is 
an  interpretation  of  his  meaning  not  warranted  by 
his  language.  Either  the  president  and  secretary 
of  state  (for  botli  of  them  have  thus  construed  the 
minister’s  letters)  have  purposely  intended  to  de- 
ceive the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  they  have 
drawn  the  only  inference  fairly  deducible  from  the 
premises.  Let  us  examine  the  grounds  of  their 
opinion.  Great  Britain  affects  to  deny  that  the 
president  had  a right  to  consider  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  as  revoked,  and  under  that  presump^ 
tion,  she  continues  to  pursue  what  she  calls  retalia- 
tory measures  against  France,  or  in  other  words, 
her  ships  of  wai*  continue  to  capture  every  Ameri- 
can v^sel  bound  to  or  from  the  ports  of  France.*— 
The  United  States,  on  the  contrary,  maintain  that 
these  decrees  have  been  repealed,  or  that  they  have 
at  least,  been  so  far  modifed,  as  no  longer  to  operate 
against  their  neutral  commerce.  Now  as  the  ope- 
rations of  those  decrees  could  be  no  farther  a sub- 
ject of  complaint  by  us,  than  as  they  immediately 
interfered  with  our  neutral  rights;  and  as  we  could 
have  no  possible  claim  to  urge  their  revocation 
with  respect  to  other  nations,  or  so  far  as  they 
formed  a part  of  tl\e  municipal  regulations  of 
France;  we  were  certainly  bound  to  consider  such 
modification  as  conforming  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  congress  of  May  1,  1810,  and  consequently  as 
calling  for  the  proclamation  of  the  president,  which 
renewed  the  intercourse  between  the  country  so 
modifying  its  edicts  and  the  United  States.  “The 
violations  of  neutral  commerce  alluded  to  in  this 
act,  were  such  astvere  committed  on  the  high  seas. 
It  was  in  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
the  British  dominions,  that  France  had  violated 
the  rights  of  the  United  States  by  her  blockading 
edicts.  It  was  with  the  trade  of  France  and  her  al- 
lies, that  Great  Britain  had  committed  similar 
violations,  by  similar  edicts.  It  was  the  revocation 
of  those  edicts  which  tlie  United  States  had  in 
View,  when  they  passed  the  law  of  May  1, 1810,” — 
Yet  Great  Britain  complains  that  we  have  violated 
our  neutrality  by  enforcing  the  provisions  of  this 
act  against  her;  and  therefore  treats  us  upon  the 
high  sea^  as  her  enemies,  and  the  allies  of  France, 
and  promises  to  continue  this  war  upon  our  com- 
merce, until  France  shall  have  repealed  her  decrees 
in  toto.  I'hose  decrees,  it  will  be  recollected,  con- 
tain provisions  with  which  we,  as  a neutral  nation, 
have  no  pretensions  to  intermeddle.  All  that  we 
had  aright  to  ask,  all  that  was  contemplated  in  the 
provisions  of  the  act  has  been  done  on  the  part  of 
France;  and  notwithstanding,  Mr,  Foster  tells  us 
that  “not  until  the  French  decrees  shall  be  effectu- 
ally repealed,  and  thereby  neutral  commerce  res- 
tored to  the  situation  in  which  it  stood  prevmisly  to 
their  promulgation,  can  his  royal  higliness  conceive 
hin)self  justified,  consistently  with  what-  he  ow^es 
to  the  safety  and of  Great  Britain,  in  forego- 
ing the  just  measures  of  retalieiUon,  which  his 
majesty,  m w as  ntces.sitated.to  adopt 
against  them. f”  Now,  previously  to , the  promul- 
gation of  those  edicts,  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  productions  of  her  soil;  when  own* 
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eA  by  neutrals,  were  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
France  and  her  allies.^  But  France  deiermined 
to  adopt  every  means  which  could  tend  to  the  des- 
truction of  her  ancient  enemy,  refu-^es  to  furnish 
her  any  long-er  with  a market  for  her  manufactures 
or  productions.  This  determination,  however,  it 
may  abridge  tlie  trade  of  neutrals,  is  nen^rtheless 
a municipal  regulation,  with  which  tiiey  have  no 
natural  or  leg-al  ri^ht  to  interfere.  How  then 
stands  the  case  between  Mr.  Foster  and  the  secreta- 
ry of  state?  *Tis  true  he  has  not  in  direct  terms 
said  to  Mr.  Monroe  “demand  of  tlie  emperor  Na- 
poleon permission  to  carry  our  productions  and 
manufactui'es  into  her  ports,  and  we  will  suffer 
your  vessels  to  pass  and  repass  unmolested,  because 
you  will  then  be  contributing  to  enrich  us  as  well 
as  yourselves.”  No,  this  is  not  indeed  the  hm- 
gu.ige  of  the  minister;  but  he  has  said  unless  you 
exact  from  France  the  restoration  of  neutral  com- 
merce to  the  situation  in  which  it  stood  previously 
to  the  promulgation  of  her  restrictive  decrees, 
(namely,  to  that  situation  which  permitted  the  in- 
troduction of  British  pi’oductions  and  manufactures 
into  the  extensive  markets  of  the  Fi*ench  empire) 
the  orders  in  cozmcil  shall  remain  in  foi’Ce,  his  royal 
highness  will  persist  in  his  measures  of  retaliation, 
he  will  aim  a blow  at  the  Corsican  which  must 
pierce  you  before  it  can  reach  him.  We  ask,  in 
the  name  of  common  sense,  where  is  the  difference 
between  these  two  propositions?  We  confess  our 
ignorance  of  any:  indeed  we  cannot  avoid  consi- 
dering the  correspondence  throughout  a tissue  of 
mean  prevarication,  to  say  no  more.  Almost  every 
second  letter  is  an  attempt  to  do  a-Muy  the  impression 
naturally,  and  fairly  flowing  o\it  of  the  first.  Is 
this  the  effect  of  imbecility  in  the  mmister,  or  is  it 
a concerted  scheme  to  trifie  with  the  already  ex- 
hausted patience  of  the  nation? 

We  would  follow  Mr.  Foster  through  many 
more  of  his  turnings  and  doublings;  but  this  article 
is  already  extended  to  a much  greater  length  than 
we  intended;  we  trust  we  have  succeeded  in  prov- 
ing that  the  import  of  Mr.  Foster’s  letters  has  not 
been  misunderstood  in  either  of  the  cases  adduced; 
and  that  the  pretensions,  set  up  by  Great  Britain  as 
necessary  preliminaries  to  her  rejjeal  of  the  orders 
m council^  are  wholly  inadmissible  by  the  United 
States. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday^  January  31. — Mr.  Bacon  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  for  the 
support  of  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
states  for  the  year  1812.  Read  twice  and  referred 
to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Bacon  from  the  same  couimittee,  reported  a 
bill  m tk’ug  appropriations  for  an  additional  mili- 
tary forc»e — read  twice  and  I'efen-ed  as  above. 

1'iie  iiouse  took  up  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill 
classing  the  miiiiia. 

^ Mr.  Mitchell’s  motion  tt)  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion still  before  the  house.  The  question  was  taken, 
without  further  debate,  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  were 
— yeas  38,  nays  64. 

Mr.  Lacocic  moved  to  strike  out  the  8th  section 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a new  section. 

This  motion  produced  a long  deb.tte.aot  unattend- 
ed with  warmth;  but  was  subseqaently  withdrawn 
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to  make  way  for  an  amendment,  which  Mr.  L. 
offered,  to  the  13th  section,  making  it  optional 
with  the  state  legislatures  to  direct  the  mode  of 
distributing  the  arms. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  for  the  purpose  of  so 
modifying  its  provisions  as  to  produce  more  unani- 
mity amongst  the  members  of  tlie  house*  Motion 
lost. 

Question  on  Mr.  Lacock’s  amendment  recurred, 
and  was  decided  in  the  negative — Yeas  48,  nays  67"^ 

Various  amendments  of  minor  importance  were 
made  to  the  bill,  and  on  the  quesvion,  “shall  th© 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a thud  time?” 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  at  length  against  it.  Messrs. 
Bigelow,  Gholson  and  Troup,  also  assigned  their 
reasons  for  vodng  against  the  bill,  and  the  house 
adjourned  without  taking  the  question. 

Saturday y February  1. — Mr.  Bigelow  fiom  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  president  with 
his  resolution,  passed  some  days  since,  reported 
that  the  comini' tee  had  performed  the  same,  and 
that  the  piesidenthad  informed  the  committee,  that 
the  subject  should  receive  due  attention. 

The  house  Jicn  took  up  the  bill  for  the  classifica- 
tion and  arming  of  t-iie  militia. 

Mr.  Widgery  move  , an  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bii;  -Mo  tivui  lOSt,  48  to  53. 

Mr.  Condit  moi  ed  a redn.ction  of  the  annual 
appropriation,  from  g 400,000  to  200,000 — 

Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmage,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  bill  lie  on  the  table,  when, 

Tlie  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  waj^s  and 
means,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  civil  list 
for  the  year  1812  was  gone  into. 

T:iesday  February  4. — Mr.  Rhea  presented  a re- 
solution of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  requesting 
the  assistance  of  the  general  government  in  opening 
a road  between  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  and  Tennessee. 
Referred  to  the  secretarv  of  war. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  repeal  the  lOth  section  of 
the  act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed.  [This  sec- 
tion provides  that  the  notes  of  the  United  States* 
Hank  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  States.] 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  containing  a state- 
ment of  imports  during  the  last  year. 

Also  an  account  of  the  tonnage  of  tlie  United 
States,  in  conformity  with  a resolution  of  the  house. 

Also  a letter  from  the  seci'etary  of  the  navy,  with 
an  account  of  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  several 
officers  employed  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  classing  ami  arming  the  militia  of  the  United 
Staves.  The  question  was  on  tlie  bill’s  going  to  a 
riiird  reading.  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Moseley,  Rhea,  and 
Sturges  spoke  against  the  bill’s  being  engrossed; 
and  t he  latter  gentleman  concluded  his  observations, 
by  a motion  to  recommit  the  bill.- 
. Messrs.-  Harper,  Potter,  Rhea,  Gholson  and 
Widgery  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  ai-ming, 
but  not  of  clasing  the  militia. 

Messrs.  Williams,  Macon  and  Wright  (member* 
oftfie  committee  who  rejiorted  tlie  bill,)  opposed 
the  motion  to  re-commit  the  bill.  They  wished  the 
sense  of  tlie  house  to  be  _ taken  upon  it,  without 
further  loss  of  time;  but  if  the  house  decided  in 
favop  of  re-coiiiwiitnient,  they  hoped  tiie  bill  w'ould 
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not  be  sent  back  to  them,  as  they  had  reported  such 
a bill  as  they  approved; . and  if  it  were  to  be  new 
modelled,  they  wished  it  to  go  to  those  gentlemen 
who  had  expressed  so  much  dissatisfaction  with  it, 
enough  they  believed  but  few  of  them  would  vol^ 
for  it  in  any  shape. 

The  motion  for  re-commitment  was  lost. 

The  question  was  tl:!en  taken  upon  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  carried  62  to  59. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Calhoun  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  supplemental  to  an 
act  for  raising,  for  a limited  time,  a military  force. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
be  to  provide  for  mounting  a regiment  of  horse  artil- 
lery, directed  to  be  raised  by  a law  of  1808.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Widgery  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  making  further  appropriation  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  maritime  frontiers. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  appropriation,  was 
filled  with  a million  of  dollars.  I'he  house  concur- 
red in  the  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Wednesday,  Feb,  5. — I'he  speaker  laid  before  the 


rnuking  approprial  ivsns  for  the  support  of  an  addi- 
tional military  tb'  ce,  for  the  sattie  period.  'I'he 
committee  having  filled  up  the  blanks  in  tlie  several 
bills,  they  were  reported  to  the  house.  The  house 
took  them  up,  concuiTed  witli  the  committee  iu  the* 
amendment,  and  ordered  the  bills  to  be  engrossed- 
for  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  tlte  house  again  rc'^olw- 
ed  itself  into  a committee  of  tlje  whole,  Mr.  iVel- 
son  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  tue  1812.  I'he 
committee  having  gone  through  tlie  bill,  reported 
it  to  the  house  with  amendments.  Tire  house  con- 
sidered the  amendments,  agreed  to  them,  and  or-  -* 
dered  the  bill  to  a third  reading  rn  to-moiTOW. 

Thursday,  Feb.  6. — Mr.  Williams  leported  a bill 
authorizing  a detachment  of  100,000  militia,  and 
appropriating  one  million  of  dollars  for  the  purpose. 

Some  minor  business  was  done,  to  be  noticed 
hereafter. 


The  Chroiiicle. 


We  have  accounts  from  France  to  the  22d  of 
December,  but  no  news  of  importance.  Our  min- 
ister, Mr.  Barlow,  appears  to  be  very  respectfully 
housecertami-esoiutionsof  the  legislature  of  Ken.  ‘teated  Flour  and  rice  in  denind,  the  crops 
tuckv,  expressive  of  their  approbation  of  tl,e  course ! ‘“''‘"S'  f ^ The  Prussian  ariuv  is  reduced 
of  policy  pursued  by  the  general  goveintnent,  and  1°  “ establishment  Hosulities  between  die 

pledging  their  most  cordial  support.  i Russians  and  Turks  have  for  a long  time  been  sus- 

A bill  from  the  senate  to  pi-omotetlie  progress  of' to  be  renewed.  Public 
science  and  useful  arts,  was  twice  read  and  refereed  as  fai-  as  could  be  ascertained  m France. 

! was  favorable  to  America. 


to  a select  committee. 


read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  being  taken  : , , , ii,  ^ i . Lv  *•  i i 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  wL  negatived,  58  voles  j acknowledges  that  he  lost  4,u00  men  m the  battl 

to  55.  [The’  yeas  and  nays  in  our  next.] 


The  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  mililia  was  1 Extracts  from  i-eiidim  p.apers  to  the  18th  of  De- 

..1  4.1.1. ..1  41 41. „ i:....  , cember  ai-e  before  us— The  Spanish  general  Blake 

i in  the  battle 

(Hear  Saguiitum;  he  had  retired  under  the  walls  or 

The  bill  snpplementai-v  to  an  act  to  raise,  for  a i city  it  was  beneved  at  Cadiz 

limited  time,  ai  additional  military  force,  passed,  7"*^^  ^ •incensed 

the  12th  of  April,  1808,  was  read  tliethird  time  and : “l«7f  to  commence 

bassed  ^ f oicily  between  the  Siahans  and  llie  British,  and 

The’bill  making  a further  appropriation  for  the  *77“  upon  di  iving  the  “fe- 

defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  was  read  the  thud  sovereign  of  (he  island  lo  Sardima! 

time,  and  on  tlie  question  ‘‘shall  the  bill  pass  its  A long  article  m the  Cmn^r  notices  the 

third  reading-.?”  presidenrs  message,  and  insists  on  tliose  conditions 

‘ Mr.  B.  Hall  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  7.7“  o"’ 

« r « 1 1 n*  u-  1-^ 1 ^ savs  be  did  not  expect.  The  affair  of  the  Pres/ c?e7if 

’ it  was  defended  by ' Messrs.  ChLs,  Mitchell,  If'*  edtor  proposes 

Talmadge,  Potter,  Wright,  Sheffey,  imd  Widgery,  * 7 ?“*iig  out  a frigate  to  attack 

who  stated  that  the  apprViation  wL  called  for  ijy ! *7  -'American  mgate  ^e  can  meet  with.  I o 
tile  proper  authoritji  Unit  Mew-York  and  Rhode-^*"".'^’  ."’.’*. confidence  and  consequence 
Island  had  been  mentioned  by  the  secretary  of  war 


as  requiring  a,  part  of  the  expenditure,  but  that  the 
appropriation  was  intended  lo  be  left  at  large,  to  be 
Used  as  the  president  of  the  United  States  might 
think  proper,  and  according  to  existing  circum- 
stances; that  it  was  impossible  at  this  time,  to  fore- 
see what  might  be  necessary  in  tliis  re.spect;  and 
tliat  the  president,  who  is  entrusted  with  the  use  of 


say  but  one  word — agiieed. 

The  United  States’  frigate  Constitution,  captaliv 
Hull,  sailed  from  Cowes  for  France,  Decen’iber  21. 

The  king  of  England  was  as  well  as  per  last 
advices. 

The  orders  in  council  were  still  in  force. 

American  flour  is  stated  to  comm^d  a price 
equal  to  tiuenty  dollars  a barrel  in  England. 

Price  of  stocks,  December  18. — 3 per  cent,  cons 
1-4, 3 per  cent.  62  3-4  T-8,  4 per  cent. 


deem  it  necessary  to  erect  or  repair. 

Tiie  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  car- 
ried, 88  to,  25. 

The  unfinished  business  being  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Scanfbrd  iu  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  military 
establishment  of  the  U.  States  for  the  year  1812;  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  six  companies  of 
mountain  rangers,  for  ' the  year  1818;  snd  the  bill 


The  Britesh  have  captured  Batavia,  the  famous 
seat  or  the  Dutch  power  in  the  East.  Details  here-r 
after. 


(Tj'  By  the  aid  of  a supplement,  we  present  our 
re;-.ders  with  y.  plentiful  repast  of  original  and  se- 
lected matter.  As  we  have  given  a general  credit  to 
the  JWitional  Intelligencer,  for  congressional  articles, 
it  is  jiist  to  observe,  that  Mr.  AndersorCs  speech  is 
copied  from  the  Americaji. 
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**  - • ■ I wish  no  other  herald 

“ No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actioiiSf 
“To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

iS'AaAspeare— HEvnr  vm. 


Destruction  of  the  Mam  ilukes. 

[From  BeWs  Weekly  Messenger.] 

The  following  narrative  is  said  to  be  extracted 
from  the  papers  of  a gentleman  who  was  travelling 
ir  Egypt,  in  tlie  capacity  of  Travelling  Fellow  of 
the  university  at  Cambridge,  at  the  time  the  massa- 
cre took  place: 

Egypt  has  ever  been  considered  by  the  Mamalukes 
•s  their  patrimony;  and  so  deeply  was  tliis  idea 
impi-essed  upon  their  minds  by  long  possession  and 
undisturbed  enjoyment,  that  they  complained  ot  the 
infringement  ol*  their  rights,  when  upon  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  English  army,  the  Porte  was  reinstated 
in  its  original  authority.  But  had  it  even  been 
consistent  with  justice  to  restore  to  the  Mamalukes 
their  usurped  dominion,  such  conduct  would  scarce- 
ly have  been  reconcileable  to  sound  policy;  since 
their  numbers  have  been  so  much  reduced  by  tiie 
superiority  of  the  French  arms,  as  to  incapacitate 
them  from  defending-  the  country  against  the  attacks 
of  a foreign  invader,  or  even  from  suppressing  the 
languid  efforts  which  the  n-ttive  Egyptians  might 
ipake  against  the  ttTanny  of  their  masters.  Yet 
the  Beys,  though  sensible  of  their  weakness,  still 
sighed  for  the  pleasure  of  unlimited  dominion,  of 
which  they  had  been  so  lately  deprived;  their  obe- 
dience to  the  Turkish  viceroy,  except  when  enforc- 
ed by  arms,  was  nearly  nominal,  and  tire  operations 
of  his  government  were  perpetually  embarrassed 
and  resisted  by  Mamaluke  intrigue  or  rebellion. — 
They  were  carrying  on  open  war  in  upper  Egypt 
against  Mohammed  Ali,  the  present  viceroy  and 
Pacha,  and  were  even  then  on  the  eve  of  ex  termina- 
tion, when  the  news  arrived  of  the  landing  of  the 
British  army  under  general  Fraser.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  his  intelligence,  the  Pacha  immtfdi-ately  con- 
cluded a peace  with  the  Mamalukes,  as  iiis  less  dan- 
gerous enemies,  and  led  his  troojis  against  the  Bri- 
tish, with  what  success  is  too  well  knowm.  In  one 
of  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  it  was  stipulated  that 
tlie  whole  corps  should  come  and  i-eside  at  Cairo; 
with  tliis  condition  great  part  of  them  complie'l; 
and,  under  the  coinm;uid  ot  Sciaim  Bey,  fixed  their 
residence  at  Gizeh,  near  the  capital,  but  on  the  op- 
posite bank  of  the  Nile:  the  remainder,  under  the 
Command  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  continued  in  Upper  E- 
g\  pt.  The  Bey j>,  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  con- 
ten  *ing  against  a man  who  was  their  equal  in  fraud, 
and  iliei.-  superior  in  force,  relinquished  for  the 
present,  their  attempt  to  overthrow  tlie  Pacha’s  au- 
thority; v'ailing  until  one  of  t)i»;se  sudden  convul- 
sions to  which  Oriental  dcespoii.nn  is  subject,  shouih 
remove  or  enfetbie  die  objeci  of  their  appi-eiien- 
sions,  and  open  a w’ay  to  die  recovery  of  their  for- 
inei-  infiuence. 

About  this  period,  tlie  Porte  entertained  consid- 
erable alarm  on  .iccount  of  the  rapid  progress  of 
the  Weehabt.  Mccha  ;uid  Medina  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  these  scceder.s  from  U.e  catholic  faith  qi 
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Islamism;  and  the  head  of  the  law  at  Constanti- 
nople had  asserted,  that  misfortune  must  attend  all 
their  undertakings,  so  long  as  tlie  cradle  of  their 
faith  remained  in  the  hands  of  heretics.  Jussuf, 
pacha  of  Damascus,  had  not  been  able  to  resist  the 
numbers  and  the  enthusiasm  of  tliis  new'  sect;  and 
Suliman,  paca  of  Acre,  had  in  consequence  1 * \ n 
commissioned  to  send  the  head  ofJussuf  to  Con- 
stantinople; and  assume  the  command  of  tjie 
Pachalik  of  Damascus.  The  unfortuna  e Jussuf 
fled  lo  Cairo,  w’here  he  was  hospitably  received  by 
Mahonmied  Ali,  and  protected  trom  the  attempts 
of  his  rival;  and  the  Porte  finding  Suliman  no  bei- 
ter  able  than  Jussuff  to  support  its  authority 
against  its  infidel  impugners,  at  last  ordered  the 
pacha  of  Egy  pt  to  undertake  the  recovery  of  tlie 
holy  cities,  and  promised  to  invest  him  with  ilie 
government  of  Damascus  and  Acre. 

The  p.icha  of  Acre  w'^as  already  highly  exaspe- 
rated against  the  viceroy  of  Eg\-pt  on  account  of 
the  asylum  granted  to  his  unfortunate  predecessor; 
and  this  order  and  promise  of  the  Porte  at  or.ee 
increased  his  de.sire  for  revenge,  and  piesenled  an 
opportunity  of  gratifying  it.  He  listened  v ith 
eagerness  to  the  proposal  made  to  him,  by  the 
Mamalukes  of  joining  his  forces  with  theirs,  and  of 
falling  upon  Mahommed  Ali  and  the  small  re- 
mains of  his  army  w’hich  would  be  left  in  Egypt 
after  the  departure  of  tlie  expedition  against  Mecca 
under  the  command  of  his  son.  The  plan  was  ma- 
tured and  the  period  of  its  execution  seemed  fast 
approaching;  as  the  pacha  of  Egypt  had  assem- 
bled a number  of  boats,  nearly  sufficient  to  con- 
vey his  troops  down  the  Red  Sea  to  (?edda,  and 
his  ai*my  was  collected  and  encamped  near  Cairo, 
in  readiness  to  march  down  to  the  coast.  But  t!ie 
jealousy  and  vigilance  of  the  vicero}'  was  as  great 
as  the  treachery  of  his  enemies.  A person  in  the 
confidence  of  Sciaim  Bey  had  been  bribed  txi  betray 
his  master,  and  regularly  transmitted  to  the 
pacha  copies  of  tlie  correspondence  carried  on  by  the 
Beys  oi  Cairo  wiUi  those  in  Upper  Egipt  and  Suii- 
man  of  Acre.  I'he  porte  w';is  dnly  intbrined  of  the 
de.sigas  of  the  con.spirutors,  and  when  its  definitive 
orders  wei-e  received,  the  viceroy  immediately  pre- 
pared to  cany  them  into  execuiiou. 

Mahornmed  Ali,  on  his  reniru  from  Suez  to 
Cairo,  announced  the  approaching  completion  of 
his  preparations  against  Mecca;  and  that  tliercfore 
<Hi  the  first  of  March  he  should  celebrate  tlie  grand 
festival  on  the  occasion  of  solemnly  investing  his 
•son,  Tussom  Pacha,  with  tlie  pelisse  ol‘  command, 
previous  to  the  departure  of  tlie  exjtedjtion.  The 
•Mamalukes  in  Cairo  were  requested  to  honor  the 
ceremony  W'ith  tiieir  presence;  and  accepted  the  m- 
vira'ion.  I'he  procession  was  to  pass  through  the 
liriva.e  streets  of  Cairo,  up  to  die  citatlei,  wlie  e 
tiie  iiivestuvc  was  to  talie  place.  T!.e  Turkish  in- 
fantry led  ihe  way,  and  was  lb  How  ed  by  tlie  Ma- 
maiukes  on  horseback,  under  the  conunand  of 
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Sciaim  Bey,  who  was  supported  by  two  sons  of  the 
viceroy  Ibrahim  Bey,  and  Tussum  Pacha;  the 
t)elhatri  or  Turkish  cavaliy  followed,  and  closed 
the  procession.  The  foot  had  already  entered  the 
interior  of  the  citadel,  and  the  Mamalukes  pressing' 
between  the  inner  and  outer  wall  of  the  fortress, 
along  a njuTow  way  inclosed  on  both  sides  by  high 
walls  and  ruined  buildings,  when  the  agates  at  each 
extremity  of  the  passage  were  closed.  The  pacha 
had  revealed  his  intention  to  no  one  until  this  mo- 
ment, when  he  ordered  his  infantry  to  line  the  walls 
which  surrounded  the  Mamalukes,  and  to  com- 
mence a heavy  fire  Upon  them;  even  his  sons  were 
still  mixed  with  them,  and  for  a time  exposed  to 
the  same  fate.  The  Mamalukes,  cooped  up  in  a 
narrow  space,  where  their  equestrian  skill,  and 
their  dexterity  in  the  use  of  the  sabre,  were  una- 
vailing; impeded  by  their  own  numbers,  encum- 
bered by  their  dresses  of  ceremony,  and  surrounded 
OT\  all  sides  by  an  enemy  superior  in  force  and  pro- 
tected by  his  situation,  made  but  a feeble  resis- 
tance, and  were  soon  compelled  to  surrender.  The 
wicket  of  the  inner  gate  was  then  opened  and  the 
Turkish  soldiers  dragged  out  their  victims  one  by 
one  into  the  court  of  the  citadel,  where  they  were 
first  stripped  and  then  beheaded.  They  met  their 
fate,  it  is  said,  with  the  most  undaunted  courage; 
regretting  only  that  tlie  cowardice  of  their  adver- 
saries had  deprived  them  bf  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
playing that  bravery  and  skill  which  the  Turks 
had  so  often  and  so  fatally  experienced;  and  mena- 
ced  their  executioners  with  the  vengeance  of  their 
brethren  in  Upper  Egypt.  Seiaim  Bey  was 
brought  alive  into  the  presence  of  the  pacha^  who 
reproached  him  with  his  treachery  to  himself,  and 
with  the  assassination  of  his  adopted  father,  Eifi 
Bey;  and  then  ordered  him  to  be  led  away  to  exe- 
cution, Some  of  the  Mamalukes,  whilst  the  atten- 
tion of  tlie  Turks  was  engaged  by  the  slaughter 
of  their  companions,  succeeded  in  climbing  over 
the  walls  which  enclosed  tliem;  most  of  these, 
however,  unable  to  escape  out  of  the  precincts  of 
the  citadel,  were  taken  and  beheaded  in  the  course 
of  that  or  the  following  day;  three  of  them  con- 
trived  to  secret  tJiemselves  for  nearly  a week 
amongst  the  dilapidated  buildings  at  the  fortress, 
and  when  almost  expiring  with  hunger,  were  dis- 
covered and  shared  the  fate  of  their  comrades. — 
Several  who  had  concealed  themselves  until  the 
first  fiiry  of  their  murderers  was  overpast,  were 
suffered  to  live  for  some  time  in  the  dungeons  of 
the  castle;  and  the  pacha,  when  his  safety  required 
no  farther  bloodshed,  was  disposed  to  spare  their 
lives;  but  the  Chifja  Bey,  viceroy  lieutenant, 
hearing*  of  this  intended  clemency,  and  doubting 
the  policy  of  it,  immediately  caused  his  prisoners 
to  be  privately  executed,  before  the  intelligence 
of  their  pardon  c®uld  be  officially  announced  to 
him.  Of  eight  hundred  Mamalukes  who  were  en- 
closed within  the  walls  of  the  citadel,  it  is  not  cer- 
•tainly  known  that  any  escaped,  except  a few  boys, 
who  owed  their  safety  to  their  extreme  youth  and 
personal  attractions.  During  the  carnage,  the 
Ilelhati,  against  whom  the  gates  of  the  cit;*.del  had 
been  closed,  after  the  entry  of  the  Mamalukes,  by 
way  of  equivalent  for  their  absence  from  the  slaugh- 
ter, began  to  plunder  the  houses  of  the  Beys. — 
Their  women,  their  money,  their  jewels,  horses, 
and  arms,  fell  all  into  the  hands  of  the  spoilers  — 
This  pillage  indeed,  was  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  pacha,  who  had  no  intention  that  so  valuable  a 
booty  iSiouid  be  lost  to  himself;  but  he  could  not 
l^ve  unfinished  the  work  of  deaffi  in  the  citadel; 


and  it  was  not  until  the  houses  of  the  Mamalukc* 
were  already  stripped  of  every  thing  valuable,  that 
he  sallied  out  at  the  head  of  his  guard,  and  by  th< 
instant  execution  of  the  most  active  delinquents, 
put  a stop  to  farther  depredation,  and  delivered  the 
inhabitants  of  Cairo  from  the  apprehensions  of  af 
general  sack  and  massaci*e. 

The  day  after  this  butchery,  the  heads  of  the  beys 
and  principal  cachefs,  to  the  number  of  twenty-four, 
were  forwarded  to  Constantinople.  An  ordejr  was 
given  at  the  same  time  for  the  slaughter  of  alj  the 
remaining  Mamalukes  in  Egypt.  In  the  course  of 
the  month  seven  or  eight  Imndred  were  destroyed 
in  the  tow-m.s  and  villages;  and  the  heads  of  such  as 
had  been  taken  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  capital, 
were  brought  on  camels  to  Cairo,  and  daily  exposed 
before  the  gates  of  the  citadel.  A large  body  of 
troops  marched  immediately  against  the  beys  iA 
upper  Egypt,  who  were  encamped  near  the  Cata* 
racts,  at  the  head  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  Maroi» 
luke  sabres,  with  a considerable^  body  of  negroes 
and  Arabs,  under  the  command  of  Ibrahim  l^y.— 
This  chieftain  is,  with  the  .exception  of  Osmaa 
Bey  Hassan,  the  only  leader  of  note  who  survives, 
and  is  well  known  as  such  to  every  English  and 
French  commander  who  has  sei  ved  in  Eg}pt.  But 
both  he  and  Osman  are  incapacitated  by  age  from 
acting  with  energy  proportioned  to  their  'difficul- 
ties, and  from  supporting  the  fatigues  incident  to 
their  erratic  mode  of  warfare.  Indeed,  a report  has 
lately  reached  England,  that  tlie  pacha’s  troops  had 
surprised  the  Mamalukes  of  Upper  Egvpt,  and 
succeeded  in  destroying  the  last  remains  of  this 
singular  people,  which  had  subsisted  under  such  va- 
ried fortune  from  the  days  of  Saladin  to  the  present 
period. 

The  beys  who  perished  on  the  first  of  March  last, 
were: — Seiaim  Bey  Elfi,  Achmet  Bey,  Murad  Bey, 
Jichia  Bey,  Noman  Bey,  Emim  Bey,  Hussein  Bey, 
tlie  elder,  Hussein  Bey,  the  younger,  of  tlie  house 
of  Eifi;  Suliman  Bey,  Rosehwan  Bey,  Ibrahim  Bey, 
Achmet  Bey,  of  the  house  of  Elbuab;  Jussuflf  Bey 
Abujah;  Marzue  Bey,  sen  of  Ibrahim  the  Great; 
Ali  Bey  el  Fajumi,  Achmet  Bey  Cherengi;  with 
five  other  Beys  of  less  note, 

Emim  Bey  Eifi,  and  Achmet  Bey  Eifi,  (two  who 
accompanied  Eifi  Bey  to  England)  were  reported 
to  have  escaped.  It  was  said,  that  on  seeing  the 
inner  gates  of  the  citadel  clos^,  they  immed  iately 
suspected  treachery,  and,  being  in  the  rear  of  the 
Mamaluke  procession,  had  time  to  turn  round  and 
escaped  before  the  outer  gates  were  closed  upon 
them.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  they  were 
thus  fortunate,  as  the  officers  of  tlie  pacha  assei  ted 
i that  their  heads  were  amongst  tiie  number  of  those 
sent  to  Constantinople.  The  pi  incipal  beys  whn 
remained  in  Mai’ch  last  in  command  in  Upper 
Eg}  pt,  were  Ibraliim  Bey  the  Great,  Osrnan  Bey 
Hassan,  Selim  Bey  Machrami,  Achme<^  Bey  Main- 
fauch,  AU  Bey  Ajub. 


Ncw-.55ealan(l  Flax. 

The  flax  of  New-Zealand  has  been  repeatedly 
offered  to  the  attention  of  the  institution  of  the  ai^a 
m France,  and  Lubjllardiere  has  communicated  the 
result  of  his  experiments,  which  he  fully  describes. 
The  result  is,  that  the  Indian  cordage  had  its 
strength  repiesentejl  by  the  power  of  seven,  that  of 
flax  between  eleven  and  twelve,  that  of  hemp  be- 
tween sixteen  and  seventeen)  that,  of  the  flax  of 
New-Zealand,  which  is  the  Phormium  tenax  of  Lin- 
between  twenly-tliree  and  twenty-four,  and 
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that  by  silk  of  thirty-four.  And  that  the  quantity 
in  which  they  strexh  before  they  break,  is  another 
proportion  tvhich  he  represents  for  the  Indian  cor- 
dag'e  at  two  and  an  half,  for  the  flax  at  half,  for  ^e 
New-Zealand  flax,  one  and  an  half,  and  five  for  silk. 
The  reportends  in  a recommendation  ot  the  New- 
Zealand  flax,  which  might  be  cultivated  in  France. 
In  the  recommendation  he  says,  “It  is  easy  to  per- 
ceive all  the  advantages  which  may  result  from  the 
cultivation  of  this  valuable  plant,  particularly  for 
our  marine,  and  in  regard  to  the  burden  of  the  ves- 
sels, for  in  a 74  we  allow  68  thousand  weight  for 
the  cordage  used  upon  her.  The  flax  of  ?fe\v-Zea- 
iand  would  lessen  the  weight  more  than  one  half,  and 
by  diminishing  the  weight  of  the  cordage  reserved 
bdow  decks,  it  would  admit  more  articles  of  the 
fu*st  necessity.  As  the  cordage  lessens  in  diameter, 
and  not  in  strength,  the  vessel  might  sail  better, 
and  the  cordage  being  smaller  and  lighter  than  that 
of  l^mp,  fewer  hands  would  be  requuxd  to  manage 
it,  and  so  more  vessels  might  be  navigated  with 
fewer  hands.  {Essex  Reg. 


Merino  Sheep. 

France  ai\d  America  are  at  this  time,  (says  a late 
Glasgow  paper,)  indefatigable  in  their  respective  ex- 
ertions to  propagate,  as  extensively  as  possible,  the 
breed  of  merino  sheep,  with  the  evident  view  of  ri- 
valing, in  time,  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain.  The  following  decree  by  Bopaparte  plainly 
manifests  his  views  ot  tliis  important  subject. 

COPY. 

Palace  of  the  ThuillerieSy  Miarch  8,  1811. 

• Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French,  King  of  Italy, 

Protector  of  the  Confederation  of  the  RhiAe, 

Mediator  of  the  Swiss  Confederacy,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
On  the  report  of  our  minister  of  the  interior,  and 

our  council  of  state  having  heard  the  same,  we 

have  decreed  as  follows: 

Formation  of  Depots  of  .Merino  Rams. 

Article  1. — In  the  course  of  tlm  yeai'  1811  and 
1812,  there  sliall  be  formed  60  depots  of  merino 
rams. 

2.  Each  of  these  depots  shall  consist  of  at  least 

150,' or 'at  most  250  rams.  ^ 

3.  They  shall  be  entrusted  to  land  0’v‘  ners,  or  far- 
mers, who  shall  maintain  and  take  care  of  them, 
receiving  the  profit  which  arises  from  the  fleece,  and 
an  annual  indemnity,  to  be,  in  the  fir-st  instance, 
regulated  by  o.ur  minister,  according  ta  tlie  price 

• of  fodder,  and  other  local  circumstiuices. 

4.  When  the  season  shall  arrive,  the  rams  shall 
be  distributed  gratuitously  among  the  owners  of tlie 
native  flock.;,. who  shall  take  care  of  tiiein,  shall  be 
answerable  for  them,  except  in  cases  of  unavoitUtble 
accidents,  and  shall  return  them  to  the  depot,  after 
Using  them. 

5.  -Tiie  number  of  depots  shall  be  annually  in- 
creased for  seven  years,  till  tlxre  shall  be  500. 

6.  I'heir  skuatiohs  shall  be  determined  by  our 
minister  of  tlm  interior,  according  to  the  wanW  of 
breetlera,  stud  other"  local  ciicumstancefei, 

7.  In  order  to  fonn  these  depots,  all  the  rams' 
shall  be  .taken  which  are  on  our  imperial  farms,  ex- 
cept a reserve  for  their  owi  wants;  ail  those,  which 
shall  in  future  be  produced. tiiereoff  ail  tiiose,  which 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  bought  of  i^ndividuals, 
they  being  ascertained  by  the  inspectors,  of  whont 
mention  will  be  made  below,  to  be  of  pure  race; 
witliout  aclmixture. 

8.  Every  oivner  of  a flock,  therefore,  which  1,- 
4tuown  to  be  of  pure  blood  as  above 


forbidden  to  cause  any  ram  whatever  to  be  castrated, 
until  one  of  our  said  inspectors  shall  have  examined 
the  animals  both  old  and  young;  shall  have  given 
to  the  sheep  owner  an  attestation  thereof;  shall  have 
chosen  rams  for  the  depots,  and  shall  have  licensed 
the  castration  of  those  left  detective,  which  he  shall 
mark  for  that  purpose,  llie  surpliiS  shall  be  bought 
from  time  to  time  on  account  of  government. 

9.  Every  owner  of  a flock  of  the  mixed  breed, 
who  is  within  the  depot,  and  to  whom  the  depot  can 
furnish  rams  for  his  ewes,  shall  be  held  bound  to 
have  all  Ids  males  to  be  castrated. 

10.  Any  breach  of  the  articles  shall  be  ascertain- 
ed by  the  inspectors  of  the  flocks,  or,  at  their  re- 
quisition, by  die  officers  of  the  police,  and  punished 
by  confiscation  of  the  castrated  animals,  in  the  case 
described  by  the  article  8,  and  the  animals  not  cas- 
trated, in  the  case  described,  by  article  9,  and  fur- 
ther, by  the  penalty  of  not  less  than  one  hundred, 
and  not  more  than  one  thousand  francs,  which  shall, 
however,  be  doubled  in  case  the  offence  being  re- 
peated. 

11.  There  shall  be  for  the  superintendance  and 
inspection  of  the  depots,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
purchases,  and  exercising  the  police,  four  inspec- 
tors general,  and  a common  inspector  for  each  dis- 
trict, the  extent  of  which  shall  be  regulated  by  our 
minister  of  the  interior. 

1^.  Tlie  inspec'ors  general  shall  be  charged  to 
visit,  once  a year,  every  depot,  and  every  flock  of 
and  improved  blood,  each  in  that  part  of  the 
eanpire  which  shall  be  assigned  to  him;  make  pur- 
chases of  rams  on  account  of  government,  compre- 
hending all  the  information  which  he  can  obtaiu 
with  respect  to  this  branch  of  rural  economy. 

13.  The  common  inspectors  shall  superintend 
the  depots,  distribute  the  rams  for  the  season,  visit 
the  flocks  which  they  are  serving;  precribe  saluta- 
ry measures,  and  cause  them  to  be  executed;  in- 
spect the  pure  and  improved  flocks,  as  well  as  cor- 
respond with  the  minisfer  of  ,he  interior,  the  pre- 
fect and  inspector  general,  under  whom  they  shall 
be  placed. 

14.  The  inspectors  general  shall  have  a salary  of 
8000  francs  per  annum,  and  4000  francs  for  the  ex- 
penses of  their  circuit. 

15.  The  common  inspectors  shall  have  a salary 
of  8000  francs  per  annum,  and  4000  francs  for  the 
expenses  of  their  circuit. 

16.  To  carry  the  preceding  measure  into  execu- 
tion, tlier-e  shall  be  placed,  at  the  disposal  of  our  mi- 
nister of  the  interior,  a fund  of  600,000  francs  for 
1811,  and  successively  for  other  years,  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  complete  and  maintain  tlie  depots  till  the 
system  of  amelioration  shall  be  fully  attained. 

Our  ministers  of  the  interior,  of  finance,  and  the 
treasuiy,  are  charged,  each  as  far  as  it  concerns 
■ him,  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree, 
which  shall  be  inserted  in  the  bulletin  of  laws. 

(Signed)  NAPOLEON. 

By  command  of  the  emperor, 

H.  B.  Duke  of  Bassano. 


Ml*.  Anderson^s  Speech. 

In  the  senate  of  the  TJmted  States,  Dec.  17,  1811,  in 
support  of  this  motion  to  reduce  the  number  of  regi- 
ments proposed  in  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad^tional 
military  force,  and  in  rephj  to  Mr.  Giles. 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  he  was  not  a lii  tfe  surprised 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gile.s,) 
that  lie  was  unprepared  to  on]io‘e  a veiy  unex- 
fpected  motion,  when  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  two  days  be- 
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fbre,  whilst  the  bill  was  under  consideration,  sug'-jto  raise  such  number  of  regular  troops  as  might  be 
gesjied  liis  intention  in  Jus  place,  to  make  the  motion  j wanted  upon  a sudden  emergency;  but  in  the  latter* 


be  liad  now  made;  upon  whicli  the 
member  expressed  a wish  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ra.ion  of  the  question,  and  immediately  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  bill,  which  was  not  opposed, 
avid  of  course  prevailed.  Mr.  A.  said,  that  the  mo- 
tion was  not  therefore  made  without  due  notice,  and 
he  would  add  without  due  consideration.  He  had 


honorable  I we  should  not  be  able  to  make  .he  same  exhibit.— 
What  then  would  be  the  consequence.^  You  would 


give  a most  mortifying  proof,  that  your  meims  were 
not  commensurate  ro  your  ends:  that  your  plan 
had  been  badly  digested,  and  worse  executed.  And 
surely  the  g-enlleman  can  have  no  to  present 

such  a state  of  things,  at  the  ver)  moment  when  all 


consulted  with  a number  of  the  members  of  this  [the  energies  of  tlie  nation  seem  to  be  required.  Mr. 


honorable  body,  for  whose  judgment  and  opuiions 
he  had  great  respect,  and  with  whose  approbation 
and  he  might  indeed  add,  at  whose  instance,  the 
motion  had  been  made.  He  was  hewever  himsell' 
rc;.dv  and  willing  to  meet  all  the  responsibility  tha'. 
might  attach  to  it;  notwithstanding  the  surprise  of 
tl  ie  honorable  member  as  to  the  question  from  which 
it  had  come. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  not  pretend  to  reply  to  all 
tlie  various  observations  the  gentleman  had  thought 
proper  to  make,  very  many  of  which  he  considered 
altogether  irr,  velant  to  the  question  under  conside- 
ration, but  which  might  perhaps  answer  some  other 
purpose  which  the  honorable  member  might  have 
in  view. 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  he  was  as  strongly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  a sufficientibrce,  for  the  inva- 
sion of  Canada,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
could  possibly  be,  and  not  a single  expression  had 
escaped  him  to  induce  a belief  that  he  should  be  un- 
willing to  vote  a proper  and  ample  force  fby  ihat 


A.  said,  to  avoid  this  extraordinary  exhibit,  was 
also  one  of  his  objects;  and  this  in  his  opinion, 
could  be  done  by  taking  the  course  he  had  com  era- 
plated;  reduce  the  number  of  regulars,  and  supply 
’.lie  deficiency  by  volunteers.  This  be  firmly  be- 
lieved was  in  our  power.  Combine  the  two  corps; 
cake  nearly  an  equal  number  of  each;  and  the  ob- 
ject intended  could  be  effected.  Mr.  A.  said,  he 
was  convinced  that  it  was  the  mode-the  president 
had  contemplated:,  and  he  entirely  approved  it;  and 
if  the  honorable  member  had  attended  to  another 
part  of  the  president’s  message,  where  it  speaks  of 
volunteers,  he  must  himself  have  been  convinced, 
that  the  president  did  not  mean  to  make  the  descent 
upon  Canada  with  the  10,000  icgulars  only;  which 
had  been  uuderstood  as  the  gentleman  had  stated, 
to  be  the  auxiliary  force  referred  to  in  the  message. 
The  object  of  the  president  cannot  be  better  ex- 
plained than  by  referring  to  the  message  itself.  He 
says — “I  recommend  accordingly,  that  adequate 
provision  be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  proiong- 


servige;  but  he  differed  greatly  with  the  gentleman,  ing  the  enlistments  of  the  regular  troops;  for  an 
as  to  the  kind  of  foice  w’e  ought  immediately  force,  io  be  engaged  for  a mov^  limited 

employ.  I'he  honorable  member  appeared  to  place  i timet  for  the  accept:uic«  of  volunteer  corps  vshoae 
his  soledepender.ee  upon  regular  troops;  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a par  icipaticn  in 

if  he  understood  his  argument,  he  was  decidedly  in ! ffernvees.”  The  manner  in  wh  .ch  the  pre.sident- 
favor  of  m Jiing  a descent,  upon  Canad.a  early  in  the  i speaks  of  the  volunteers  can  leave  no  doubt  upon  the 
spring.  As  to  the  time,  Mr.  A.  agreed  with  him;  i mind  of  any  one,  as  to  Xhc:  service  in  which  they 
but  as  to  the  means,  lie  certainly  differed  very  great- 1 w^ere  to  be  employed — they  are  evidently  intended 
Iv  from  him.  The  number  of  regulars  contemplat- 1 to  be  uni'  ed  tvith  tlie  regular  troops  to  perform  nr. 
ed  by  the  gentleraau  rjould  not  possibly  be  raised  services,  according  t(»  the  express  language  of 
wii  Inn  the  time; -be  w'-as  therefore  of  opinion,  that  I the  message.  Mr.  A.  would  ask  the  honor.bfe 
a less  number  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill.  It  | member,  what  was  the  urgent  service  meant  by  the 
should  be  recollected  that  we  had  very  recently  au- 1 pre.sident.i*  most  certainly  a descent  upon  Canada, 


thori^ed  the  regiments  in  the  peace  establnslunent 
to  be  filled;  they  w ould  require  at  least  6,000  men; 
add  thereto,  25,000  more,  the  number  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member;  and  he  would  ask  him  to 
answer  candidly,  w-he-  lier  he  really  believed  that  so 
great  a number  of  troops  could  be  enlisted  within 
tlie  time  required  for  the  service  to  be  performed. 
Mr.  A.  said,  impressed  as  he  was,  wuth  a firm  belief. 


that  not  more- than,  half  the  number  proposed  by  the  {that  the  candor  of  the  hon.  member  would  have 


bon.  merober  could.be  enlisted  wuihin  the  time  they 
must  take  tlte  field,  in  order  to  act  efficiently  against 
C.inada,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  retaining 
the  whole  number  contemplated  by  the  bill.  Mr. 
A.  said  it  must  be  w^ell  known  to  every  gentleman, 
that  the  invasion  of  C:mada  must  necessarily  take 
place  before  tlae  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  the  river 
St.  Lawrence;  otherwise,  tw*ice  25,000  would  be 
required;  because  large  reinforcements,  as  soon  as 
au  opportunity  presented,  W'ould  most  certainly  be 
thrown  into  that  country.  Mr.  A.  said,  upon  a fair 
view  of  the  whole  subject,  as  it  pre.sented  itself  io 
him,  jie  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  number 
of  regular  troops  to  be  raised  by  that  bill,  ought  not 
to  exceed  16,000,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  in  his  opinion,  as  efficient  a force  W'ould  be 
raised  under  such  aprovision  w ithin  “he  time  limited 
for  faking  i hefield,as  wmuld  be  raised  were  tlie  pi  ese.nt 
number  in  the  bill  retained — and  in  the  former  c.'ise, 
•we  should  prove  our  enemies,  tlntt  we  were  able 


in  which  the  regulars  and  volunteers  were  equally 
to  participate.  Why  then  tlie  hon.  member  had  taken 
so  much  pains  to  prove  that  the  10,000  regulars 
W’ere  ihe  only  milii  ary  force  with  which  tlie  pre.sident 
had  intended  to  perform  the  urgeiU  service  referred 
to  in  his  message,  Mr.  A.  was  at  a loss  to  corr.pre- 
hend;  for  he  understood  the  message,  and  fibjects 
of  it  very  differently;  and  he  sliould  have  expected 


induced  him  to  have  given  the  message  a fair  inter- 
pretation. That  he  had  not  done  so  must  be  sup- 
posed to  proceed  from  his  recent,  but  very  strong 
attachment -to  a regulai’  military  force.  However, 
anti-republican  this  doctrine  had  formerly  been,  it 
seemed  now.to  be  viewed  through  a different  medi- 
um by  the  hon.  member  from  Virginia.  Mr.  A. 
said,  that  having,  as  he  thought,  proved  by  a fair 
interpi-etation  of  the  president’s  message,  that,  he 
intended  to  unite  the  volunteers,  '(that  might  be 
iliought  requiai.e)  with  the  regular  troops,  to  per- 
form the  urgent  services  ofwiiichhe  sjier.ks, be  would 
endeavor  tU  present  a fair  and  imjiartial  view  of 
the  coui’se  recommended  by  the  president,  and 
compai-e  it -with  tiie  course  which  had  .’been  mken 
and  so  strenuously  supported  by  the  bon.  member 
from  Tirgiania.  The  presideni  had  recommended 
die  raising  of  volunteers:  and  it  w'as  incidentally 
made  known,  that  the  auxiliary  force  spoken  of, 
regular  utxips.  ^ It  then  provision  Ijad 
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been  immediately  made  by  law  for  raising-  10,000 
reg-uiur  troops,  and  also  for  raising-  volunteers,  those 
troops  now  would  be  in  a state  of  prep  .rai ion;  a 
considerable  number  of  regtilar  troops  would  ere 
no'v  have  been  auisted,  and  the  chance  of  getting 
the  whole  number  greatly  increased.  If  time  had 
bet  n ifrbrded,  as  it  ough"-  to  have  been,  the  laws 
passed  wii  Itin  two  or  three  weeks  after  congress  met, 
wtiich  might  have  been  done,  a sufficient  regular 
force  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  in  a state 
of  reRdines  t in  all  the  month  of  April;  and  the  num- 
ber of  volun.eers  wiuch  might  have  been  reqttired  to 
make  up  the  necessary  force,  would  no  doubt  long 
since  have  oflcicd  tl»eir  services,  and  the  whole 
have  been  in  a slate  of  preparaiion  to  take  the  field 
in  time  to  have  performed  the  arduous  services  con- 
templated by  the  president.  But  instead  of  that 
com  se  having  been  pursued,  what  has  been  done? 
Your  first  military  bill  reported  only  a few  days  ago, 
is  now  tinder  consideration;  the  session  now  almost 
half  expi-  ed,  and  at  this  late  period,  the  honora- 
ble member,  to  whom  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, &c.  the  whole  management  of  the  military  bu- 
siness was  referred,  insists  upon  raising  twenty-five 
thous  ind  regular  troops,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
make  a descent  upon  Canada,  in  all  the  month  of 
May.  Can  the  gentleman  be  serious^  Does  be  be- 
lieve it  practicable?  If  he  does,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should 
be  obliged  to  believe,  that  the  hon.  member  was  in 
eai-nest  some  days  ago,  when  he  assured  tlie  senate 
that  he  knew  very  little  of  militiuw  affairs.  Mr.  A. 
said,  from  the  proofs  we  have  repeatedly  had,  of  the 
(iifficulty  in  obtaining  men  by  enliilrnent  for  so  long 
a tune  as  five  yeai-s,  and  the  wanv  in  our  country  of 
the  ie  kinds  of  materials  of  which  regular  troops  are 
m,-.de,  lie  did  not  believe  that  one  half  tlic  number 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  could  be  euii.^tcd 
wlihin  the  time  required.  Mr.  A.  said,  that  althougli 
he  was  not  as  much  in  the  habit  of  prophes}  ing  as 
the  hon.  member,  he  would,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, adventure  to  predict,  that  the  scheme  of  notv 
raising  twenty-five  thousimd  regulai  troops,  to  per- 
form the  arthious  senuce  contemplated  in  the  presi- 
dent’s message, would  enl  irely  fail, and  that  the  cour.se 
pointed  out  by  the  president  must  at  hu-t  be  adopted; 
tliat  i.v,  to  unite  volunteers  with  regular  troops. 

Mr.  said,  he  trusted  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  himself  had  in  view  the  same  object,  bui 
differed  as  to  the  means  of  caiTving  it  into  effect;  i 
the  means  proposed  by  tlie  honorable  member 
were  i-egular  ti-oops  only.  If  then  the  bill  stioukl 
pass  to  rai.se  twenty -five  tliousand,  en.iie  depen- 
dence would,  in  all  probability,  be  jilaced  upon 
tlie  reguhir  troops,  orrbred  to  be  raised;  the  conse- 
quence, as  he  had  before  said,  would  be,  that  the 
whole  object  must  fail.  He  was  therefore  for  tak- 
ing all  the  regular  troops  tliat  could  be  raised  in 
time,  and  supplying  the  additional  number  of  men, 
wnich  might  be  wanted,  by  volunteers:  fifteen  or 
twenty  tliousand  of  whom  could,  he  had  no  douby, 
be  brought  in;o  the  field,  before  ten  thousand  of  die 
regular  troops  con  emplatt  d by  the  biil,  could  be 
enlisted  by  this  mode.  Notwith.standing  so  tiiuch 
time  had  been  lost,  an  efficieiit  army  might  yet  be 
provided  in  nme  to  carry  into  effect  Lhe  objects  of 
the  government,  wliich,  Mr.  A.  said,  de  did  not 
believe,  could  or  Would  he  done,  if  dependence 
were  placed  only  upon  the  regular  troop.s.  Not- 
withs landing  the  little  confidence  which  the  honor- 
ab'e  nuunber  seems  di.spo.sed  to  place  in  the  voliin- 
toer.s,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  no  he..it:iiion  in  givi.ig 
it,  as  his  most  decided  opi  den,.  th  d a least  aV 
much  dependence  might  be  placed  upon  the  volun- 


teers, as  upon  the  newly  raised  regular  troops.  The* 
volunteers  could  have  the  same  chance  of  di.scipline 
that  the  new  regulars  would  have.  A sufficient- 
number  of  those  who  offered  their  services,  might 
be  called  into  the  field,  as  eurh'  as  the  season  would 
admit,  and  placed  under  sirict  discipline;  to'wliich, 
for  them  own  lionor  they  would  readily  submit; 
may  require,  if  left  to  their  own  choice;  for  the 
first  object  ^ey  would  have  in  view,  would  be*to 
acquire  militai*}^  skill;  and  they  would  not  only  lie 
very  soon  prepared  to  perforfn  field  duty,  but  might 
be  entirely  depended  upon  for  any  o'lher  service.-— 
Witness  the  prowess  of  the  volunteers  at  the  battle 
on  the  Wabash,  and  these  had  not  been  disciplined 
at  all.  Mr  A.  said,  he  expected  the  honorable 
member  would  admit,  that  the  materials  of  v hich 
the  volunteers  would  be  composed,  would  be  at 
least  equal  to  those  of  \#iich  the  regular  troops, 
would  be  formed;  and  the  officers  of  the  volunteer 
corps  being  appointed  by  the  president^  would,  he 
had  not  a doubt,  faithfully  perform  their  duty.— - 
These,  said  Mr.  A.  are  means  completely  in  our 
power;  and  he  considered  it  our  besi  policy,  as  ivell 
as  our  duty,  to  bring  them  into  action.  Mr.  A. 
said,  in  addition  to  the  e^cienci/  of  the  means  which 
he  proposed  to  bring  into  the  field,  it  would  have 
one  very  considerable  advantage  over  the  regular 
army  of  the  lionorable  member.  It  would  be  more 
conffirmable  to  the  true  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  would  consequently  be  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  nation.  The  confidence  Muih  which  lie 
hud  spoken  of  voluiiteei’s,  was  not  founded  upon 
visionary  theory,  but  practical  experience;  he  had 
often  in  the  revolution  had  opportunity  to  witness 
Jicir  military  ardor,  and  persevering  firmnes.s;  6n 
two  occasions,  in  particular,  the  one  at  Connecii- 
cut  farms,  the  other  at  Springfield,  in  the  spring  of 
irSO.  Tlie  enemy  had  advanced,  m force  about 
t wo  thousand,  to  a place  called  Connecticut  farms, 
uboiu  four  miles  from  Elizabeth -Town,  New-Jer- 
sey — The  only  troops  that  were  within  striking  dis- 
tance, to  oppose  this  force,  was  the  biigade  of 
Jersey  rcguhu-s,  containing  tlien  shout  a thousand 
men;  many  volunteers,  however,  flocked  to  their 
.-tandard — the  enemy  were  met  by  this  force — a bat- 
tle ensued — the  American  army  had  the  advantage 
of  tlie  ground;  but  tlie  right  wing  of  the  enemv, 
extended  so  far,  that  if  not  suddenly  checked,  it 
would  have  enabled  them  to  have  flanked  our  left, 
r M'as  necessary  to  prevent  it — serv  ces  of  this 
kind  must  be  promp  ly  rendered — four  hundrcd're- 
gukr.s  and  two  hundred  volunteers  were  ordei  ed  to 
execute  it;  no  more  could  be  spared  from  the  line. 
A good  po.sition  alone  could  have  justified  the  at- 
tempt, with  the  (lispiu’ity  of  numbers.  It  was  first 
made  by  munanivi  e,  but  it  Was  soon  found,  it  could 
only  be  done  by  the  bayonet.  A dete";nined  charge 
Was  made,  and  it  wa.s  successful;  the  enemv  were 
repulsed;  the  volunteers  wei  e upon  ihelef. : not  a 
man  broke  his  ranks.  Some,  brave  fcllow.s  fell,  but 
I heir  places  were  immediately  filled;  all  behaved 
wi  h lhe  firmness  of  veterans.  The  next  day, 
thole  troops  had  the  thanks  of  General  Washing- 
ton in  general  orders.  Tho.se  volunteers  had  only 
joined  the  regulars  a few  days  b-.ifore  the  action.— 
In  about  two  weeks  afer,  the  enemy  advanced  in 
gTcater  force — about  five  thousand — the  troops  vvho 
had  Ij»een  in  the  former  action,  had  kept  their  posi- 
tion where  the  batde  h.'id  lK‘en  fought;  it  wiis  ad- 
vanlag'eous  for  an  mierior  force;  it  was  a defile, 
covered  for  some  distance  on  the  i ight  by  a morass; 
on  ii-eleft  it  wa  s not  well  prolec.td.  Agaiu.stthis 
posi  ion,  tiie  enemy  ;*g:du  a<Hau'.ced;  and  by  Uieir 
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increased  num!)ers,  they  were  enabled  to  extend 
their  right  wing  so  far  as  completely  to  turn  our 
left.  We  were  obliged  to  retreat;  but  not  without 
having  kept  the  enemy  a considerable  time  in 
check.  You  know,  Mr.  President,  there  is  no  si-r 
tuation  so  trying  to  the  bravery  and  firmness  of 
troops,  as  a retreat  (for  even  you,  sir,  I believe,  had 
to  retreat  sometimes.)  The  volunteers,  upon  this 
occasion,  behaved  like  themselves;  a sullen,  indig- 
nant step,  marked  their  movements;  and  fi-om  the 
mouths  of  their  guns  they  spoke  to  the  enemy  the 
language  of  defiance;  the  enemy  did  not  advance 
one  mile,  before  a fortunate  position,  supported  by 
determined  bravery,  enabled  the  united  force  of  the 
regxilars  and  volunteers  to  arrest  their  progress 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  This  day’s  action 
began  with  the  dawn  pf  the  morning,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  setting  of  the  sun,  when  the  enemy 
fell  back  to  take  a secure  position  against  the  ex- 
jjected  attacks  of  tlie  night  During  the  whole  ©f 
this  day’s  action,  the  volunteers  kept  the  stations 
assigned  them,  which  tliey  sustained  with  as  much 
firmness  as  the  regular  "^troops.  Many  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  number, 
were  said  to  be  seven  of  one  family  connexion, 
brothcrs-in-law,  and  cousins;  several  of  whom  he 
bad  himself  seen  after  the  action.  Scenes  like  this, 
Mr.  President  (said  Mr.  A.)  of  which  we  have  been 
an  eye  witness — and  in  which  he  claimed  some  par- 
ticipation, had  given  him  that  confidence  in  volun- 
teers, which  he  had  evinced  to  the  senate  in  the 
course  of  his  observations,  and  which,  he  said, 
should  never  cease  but  with  his  existence.  They 
are,  sir,  the  best  military  materials  in  your  country 
-r-they  are  the  flowers  of  your  forests;  they  ought 
not  to  be  thrown  into  the  back,  the  better  to  enable 
the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  to  present  his 
regulars  in  front. 

Mr.  A.  said,  I have  stated,  Mr.  President,  per- 
haps with  some  warmth,  the  grounds  upon  which 
my  cpnfidence  in  volunteers  has  been  founded;  ind 
be  it  remembered  said  Mr.  A.  that  they  were  mili- 
tia volunteers.  He  said,  he  ought  to  have  stated, 
that  the  enemy  they  had  encountered,  was  compos- 
ed of  regulars  and  Hessians— the  whole  under  the 
command  of  the  Hessian  gen.  Knyphausen.^  Mr.  A, 
said,  the  volunteers  he  now  proposed  raising,  he 
would  have  engaged  for  nine  or  twelve  months, 
from  the  time  ol  their  reaching  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous.  They  should  be  engaged  by  oflicers 
to  be;  appointed  by  the  president,  under  such  regu- 
lations (of  course)  as  might  be  provided  by  law; 
but  which  could  not  now  be  well  detailed. 

Mr.‘ A.  said,  he  should  now  offer  some  observa- 
tions upon  the  number  of  troops  that  ought  to  be 
employed.  He  said,  that  the  invasion  of  Canada 
was  not  nofw  contemplated  for  the  first  time— it 
had  often  been  a subject  of  conversation,  whenever 
there  had  been  any  prospect  of  a war  with  England. 
It  has  been  considered  as  the  most  convenient  mean 
which  we  could  make  reprisal,  and  thereby  obtain 
some  small  reparation  for  the  many  losses  and  inju- 
ries, which  have  been  sustained  from  the  depreda- 
tions committed  upon  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  nation.  Mr.  A.  said,  that  upon  different  occa- 
sions, he  had  always  given  dt  as  his  opinion,  that  a 
descent  upon  Canada  ought  never  to  be  attempted 
with  a force  of  less  than  twenty -five  thousand  men; 
that  such  a force  would  make  an  awfiil  inipression, 
and  would  in  aU  probability  save  many  valuable 
lives;  as  no  opposing  foice, ’inthe  usual  state  of 
the  country,  would  be  able  to  meet  it  in  the  field. 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  retreated,  that  no  expression  had 
escaped  him,  either  in  public  debate  or  private  con- 


versation, to  justify  the  insinuations  made  by  the 

f entlemen,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  vote  a sufficient 
)rce  for  tJie  invasion  of  Canada.  On  the  contrarj", 
he  believed  that  no  man  who  had  seen  active  mili- 
tary service,  and  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
situation  and  state  of  that  country,  would  say  that 
it  would  be  prudent  or  safe,  to  miie  a descent  upon 
Canada,  with  a force  of  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men;  peculiar  circtcmsta7ices  might,  however, 
render  it  necessary,  to  attempt  it  with  a smaller 
number,  and  depend  upon  immediate  supplies  be- 
ing furnished,  to  sustain  the  gi'ound  that  might  be 
acquired.  Mr.  A.  said,  the  honorable  member  had 
intimated  that  he  had  not  taken  into  consideration, 
the  peculiar  situation  of  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Floridas,  and  tlie  otlier  parts  of  the 
soudiem  and  western  frontiers — He  said,  he  was 
much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member,  for  evinc- 
ing so  much  interest  for  tliose  sections  of  the  union 
— hut  Mr.  A.  said,  he  considered  those  already 
provided  for,  by  the  provision  made  to  fill  up  :he 
regiments  on  the  establishment,  which  when  com- 
plete, would  amount  to  ten  thousand  men — this 
number  will  be  quite  competent  to  all  tlie  objects 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member,  and  it  had 
not  been  contemplated,  that  he  had  heard,  to  re- 
move any  of  these  troops  from  the  south  or  west — 
consequently  the  situation  of  those  parts  of  the 
union,  can  have  no  relation  to  the  number  of  men 
to  be  raised,  by  the  hill  under  consideration.— 
These  troops  are  understood  to  be  exclusively  for 
the  northern  section — and  with,  that  express  view 
they  are  to  be  raised.  Mr.  A.  said,  before  he  quit- 
ted the  subject  of  the  southern  and  western  frontier, 
he  felt  himself  constrained  to  take  notice  of  some 
very  extraordinary  language,  used  by  tlie  honorable 
member  in  relation  to  the  intentions  of  the  late  and 
present  presidents,  respecting  the  city  of  Orleans, 
in  the  event  of  a war  with  England.  It  was  ex- 
tremely painful  to  doubt  the  coiTCCtncss  of  any 
gentleman’s  statement;  but  this  was  of  so  very  ex- 
traordinacy  a character,  that  in  duty  to  the  sec- 
tion of  the  country  he  represented,  and  from  the  re- 
spect due  to  those  distinguished  characters,  Mr. 

said,  he  considered  himself  bound  to  take  notice, 
in  a particular  manner,  of  the  assertions  made  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Virginia.  Mr.  A.  said, 
the  words  had  very  much  surprised  him,  when  he 
heard  them  uttered:  and  he  had  immediately  writ- 
ten them  down.  The  honorable  member  has  said, 
that  he  did  hnotv,  that  in  the  event  of  a war,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  late  president,  to  let  the 
English  take  Orleans  idthotU  opposition,  and  leave 
it  to  tlie  -western  people  to  retake  it  themselves f and 
he  did  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  pre- 
sent administration  to  act  in  the  same  way.  [Mr. 
Giles  attempted  to  explain;  but  Mr.  A.  insisted 
that  the  words  as  lie  had  taken  them  down  were 
correct,  for  which  he  appealed  to  the  house.  Mi*. 
G.  desisted  from  making  any  further  attempt  at 
explanation,  and  Mr.  A.  proceeded] — Jf,  sir,  said 
Mr.  A.  I could  believe  that  the  late  president  of  the 
United  States  capable  of  such  an  act;  capable  of  so 
deliberate  an  infringement  of  the  letter  and  sjiirit 
of  the  constitution,  and  all  the  moral  and  political 
obligations^  by  which  he  was  bound  to  his  country 
and  to  his  duty,  I should  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
all  his  well-earned  fame  ought  to  be  for  ever 
merged  in  such  an  atrocious,  contemplated  act. — 
But,  said  Mr.  A.  knowing  as  I do,  the  motives  and 
views  by  which  the  late  president  had  been  uniform- 
ly actuated  with  respect  to  the  whole  western  coun- 
try, I have  very  solid  reason  to  believe  he  never 
contemplated,  nor  was  he  capable  of  committing 
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s&  daring  an  outrage  on  the  rights  and  interests  of 
tlie  whole  western  section  of  the  union  What, 
Mr.  President,  would  any  ime  of  the  old  states  say, 
thus  being  thrown  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
union? — nay,  what  would  be  the  impulse  of  the 
nation,  were  the  president  capable  of  declaring, 
that  in  the  event  of  a war  with  an  enemy,  no  mat- 
ter whom,  he  wouldleave  either  Philadelphia,  New- 
York  or  Boston,  without  offering  any  defence,  to 
be  tak^n  possession  of  by  the  army  of  the  enemy, 
and  leave  it  to  the  citizens  of  the  state,  whose  to'.vn 
should  be  thus  occupied,  to  retake  it  themselves? — 

. Sir,  the  indignation  of  these  people,  and  of  the 
nation,  would  rise  to  such  a height,  that  whatever 
respect,  esteem  or  veneration,  they  might  have  had 
for  him — all  would  be  instantly  swept  from  their 
bosoms,  and  he  would  be  hiuled  from  their  confi- 
dence forever.  But,  said  Mr,  A.  the  well  earned 
fame  of  our  late  illustrious  «hief,  is  his  shield  and 
his  buckler,  as  well  upon  this,  as  it  has  been  upon 
many  other  occasions;  and  an  elucidation  of  facts 
will  test  the  correcctness  of  the  assertion  made  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Virginia.  If,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, there  was  any  one  part  of  the  United  States 
. dearer  to  tlie  late  president  than  any  othor,  in  a 
national  point  of  view’,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  na- 
turally suppo.se  it  was  New-Oi-leans.  It  was,  as  it 
were,  his  own  begotten  child;  he  had  nursed  it  in 
its  infancy,  and  had  almost  reared  it  to  manhood. — 
Sir,  he  could  never  forsake  it;  much  less  could  he 
voluntarily  sui’render  it,  to  be  sacked  and  plunder- 
ed, as  it  most  cei’tainly  would  be,  by  a mercenary 
foe.  I will  now,  Mr.  Pi’esident,  examine  some 
facts,  said  Mr.  A.  which  have  a strong  bearing  up- 
on the  assertion  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Virginia.  It  would  be  recollected  by  every 
honorable  member  upon  this  floor,  that  some  few 
years  ago,  when  it  was  understood  that  general 
Prescot,  with  a body  of  troops,  had  sailed  from 
Halifax,  with  intent,  as  it  was  expected,  for  the 
.mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  then  president  ap- 
prehended the  movement  might  possibly  be  to 
possess  Orleans.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the 
president  on  that  occasion?  Did  he  leave  it  de- 
fenceless for  the  enemy  to  take?  No,  sii-,  he  im- 
mediately gave  orders  for  all  the  troops  that  could 
be  collected  within  almost  any  reasonable  distance, 
to  march  immediately  for  the  protection  of  the 
place;  and  those  that  were  near  the  sea-board  were 
instantly  transported  by  water;  and  every  exertion 
was  made  to  throw  a sufficient  force  into  Orleans 
and  its  vicinity,  to  afford  it  the  most  ample  protec- 
tion. This,  sir,  happened  shoi’tlj’  before  the  presi- 
dent went  out  of  office;  and  no  other  occasion  pre- 
sented itself  of  evincing  his  good  disposition  to- 
, ward  that  portion  of  the  union,  until  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  chief  magistrate,  who  has 
also  been  measurably  implicated  in  the  same  charge, 
by  the  honorable  member;  but  of  this  he  has  only 
expressed  his  belief;  he  has  not,  however,  told  us 
upon  what  that  belief  is  founded.  Inasmuch,  then, 
Mr.  President,  as  this  charge  exists  only  in  the 
belief  of  the  honorable  member,  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume purity  of  intention  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive, until  the  contraj-y  shall  appear;  and  this,  Mj*. 
A.  said,  he  felt  entirely  confident  never  would  ap- 
pear. The  unif»rm  tenor  oi  the  president’s  moral 
and  political  rect.itude,  were  ample  vouchers  for  the 
correctness  of  his  motives  and  the  purity  of  hi.; 
intentions.  Mr.  A.  said,  so  far  as  we  have  had  an 
opportunitv  oi  judging  of  the  disposition  of  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  in  relation  to  the  protec- 
tion of  Orleans,  we  had  not  the  smallest  reason  to 
doubt  the  purity  of  his  intentions;  and  he  luid  en-‘ 


tir«  confidence,  should  an  occasion  present,  that  the 
president  w ouid  faithfully,  ably  and  impartially,  dis- 
charge the  duties  he  ®wed  to  every  part  of  the  union. 

Mr.  A.  said,  the  observations  of  the  honorable 
member,  respecting  the  secretary  of  t^  trei^ury, 
the  financial  department,  and  the  administration  as 
connected  with  it,  required  and  should  receive  an 
answer.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  considered  himself  pecu- 
liarly bound  to  support  the  seci-etary,  as  he  had 
been  the  innocent  cause,  introducing  him  into 
the  debate,  in  the  course  oi  the  observations  he  had 
made,  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  thereby  bring- 
ing upon  him  the  animadversions,  which  the  hon- 
orable member  had  taken  occasion  to  make.  His 
attack  upon  the  secretaiy  is  of  a singular  kind;  he 
does  net  impeach  a single  official  act  of  that  officer^ 
but  thi’ows  out  vague  insinuations  in  so  untangible 
a shape,  as  almost  to  defy  an  enquiiy  into  their 
tnith.  The  official  acts  of  a public  officer  are  al- 
ways free  subjects  of  investigation  and  discussion; 
but,  does  it  comport  with  the  dignity  of  a member 
of  this  body  to  asperse  without  proof,  not  liis  acts, 
but  his  supposed  opinions.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber presumes  the  secretary  gave  his  assent  to  tlie 
repeal  of  the  salt  tax — Upon  what  authority  does 
he  foimd  this  opinion  of  the  secretary?  No  proof 
can  be  given  of  it  Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  always  un- 
derstood that  the  secretary  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
peal of  that  tax.  His  numerous  reports  prove  the 
fiict,  in  all  of  whiclj,  if  tliey  are  examined,  it  will  be 
found,  that  he  considered  that  duty  as  one  of  the 
branches  of  revenue  upon  which  he  relied.  But 
there  would  be  no  criminality,  if  we  were  to  sup- 
pose tliat  tlie  secretaiy  had  joined  in  the  general 
opinion  and  given  liis  as.sent  to  the  repeal,  as  well 
as  the  honorable  member  has  done;  the  fact,  how- 
ever, Mr.  A.  averred  to  be  otherwise.  That  officer 
must  be  supposed  more  alive  to  eveiy  thing  connect- 
ed with  tlie  ti’casury,  than  other  members  of  the 
government.  So  far  had  the  secretary  carried  this 
feeling  towards  the  treasury,  that  he  was  not  only 
opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax;  but,  Mr.  A. 
had  always  understood  that  he  was  opposed  to  ihe 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes  at  the  time  they  took 
place;  with  a view  no  doubt  not  only  to  be  able  lo 
meet  all  the  demands  that  could  be  legally  made 
upon  the  treasury,  but  to  procure  a sm’pius,  to 
meet  any  contingency  that  the  peculiar  state  of  our 
foreign  relations  might  demand.  How  then  tlie 
lionorable  member  can  chai’ge  the  secretary  with 
the  deficiency  wliich  the  salt  tax  would  have  pi-e- 
vented,  according  to  tlie  gentleman’s  calculation, 
Mr  A.  said  he  was  at  a loss  to  know.  Thehonora* 
ble  member  ought  more  properly  to  charge  his  own 
complaisance  with  the  great  deficit  which  he  seems 
so  anxious  to  charge  to  the  secretary.  Th.e  ^^e- 
tarv  was  opposed  to  tlie  repeal  of  the  salt  tax 
from  his  opinion  of  tlie  correctness  of  it.  I’iie 
honorable  member  was  also  opposed  to  it,  for  the 
same  reason;  but  from  the  complaisance,  he  hin;- 
self  tells  us,  he  voted  for  the  repeal.  He,  then,  and 
not  the  secretaiy,  is  answerable  to  tlie  treasury  for  , 
the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  repeal  of  that  tax; 
for  he  has  told  us,  that  its  repeal  depended  upon 
his  single  vote;  and  that  vote  he  gave  from  com-  - 
plaisance,  not  from  a conviction  of  its  conectnebj. 

The  honorable  member  charges  tlie  treasui  y de- 
partment with  a recession  from  the  difficulties  of  tlie 
nation  during  the  last  three  years — and  wi  h die 
unwillin^iess  of  the  secretary  to  afford  the  useful- 
ness of  his  talents  to  govenijnent.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
could  well  understand  tlie  meaning  of  tiiis 
charge,  as  the  honorable-member  acknowledge.s 
tliat  government  had  not  called  on  tlie  secretary  ibr 
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greater  exertions.  Mr.  A.  said  he  would  ask  the 
honorable  member, — in  what  do  that  recession  and 
. unwillingness  consisl?  Have  not  all  the  d\ities  of 
' , the  office  been  performed?  Has  the  secretary  ever 
, shrunk  from  responsibility  upon  any  occasion,  or 
declined  answering  to  the  fullest  extent,  any  of  the 
calls  made  upon  him  by  congress,  either  for  infor- 
inalion  or  opinion?  Has  he  not  carried  the  financial 
» ba’  k safely  to  this  moment,  notwithstanding  die 
difficuliies  of  the  times?  Have  not  ail  the  public 
engagements  been  fulfilled;  all  the  increased  ex- 
pences  been  defrayed;  notwithstanding  the  de- 
crease of  revenue,  occasioned  by  the  state  of  our 
foreign  relations?  What  is  then  meant  by  recession? 
Does  the  honoi  able  member  mean  to  say,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  tlie  secretary  to  point  out  new 
branches  of  revenue;  while  those  already  existing 
Were  sufficient  to  defray  the  expences  authorised 
by  law?  At  this  moment,  whilst  we  are  acting  on 
the  subject  of  the  army,  which  will  (greatly)  more 
than  double  the  public  expenses,  the  honorable 
member  does  not  deign  to  enquire  into  the  ways 
and  me^s.  He  scouts  the  very  idea,  and  finds  great 
fault  witli  him  (Mr.  A.)  because  he  presumed  to 
make  some  enquiry  into  the  present  state  of  tlie 
national  ti*easury.  Whether  we  now  vote  six  or 
ten  regiments  of  infantry,  with  the  addition  of  those 
of  artillery  and  horse,  the  expense  will  be  great; 
but  we  think  it  necessary  some  additional  ti-oops 
shall  be  raised,  and  will  vote  accordingly.  After 
tliey  shall  have  been  authorised,  and  not  before,  the 
treasury  department  may  properly  be  called  upon, 
to  point  out  the  lesources  and  present  them  to  our 
Consideration.  The  honorable  member,  not  satis- 
fied with  his  vague  charge  of  what  he  calls  a reces- 
sion of  die  treasun'  department,  extends  the  charge 
in  a most  extraordinary  manner,  to  the  late  and 
present  administrations.  To  their  indisposition  to 
press  on  the  treasury,  and  to  disturb  the  repose  and 
popularity  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
honorable  member  ascribes  the  measures,  wdiich  in 
his  opinion  had  dishonored  the  nation,  the  last 
three  years.  Can  tliis  be  correct,  Mr.  President? 
Can  this  house  believe  that  the  late  and  present 
administrations  would  be  capable  of  acting  upon 
such  principles?  The  honorable  member  has  roundly 
.asserted  that  tlie  late  pi'eskient;  that  Mr.  Jefferson, 
whenever  he  was  opposed  to  what  he  deemed  unne- 
cessary expense,  instead  of  being  actuated  by  his 
known  avcrsioTi  to  saddle  such  an  expense  on  the 
people,  instead  of  being,  as  he  expressed  it,  averse 
to  taking  from  ihe  mouth  of  labor  its  hard  earnings, 
had  no  other  mo  dve  but  a fear  to  disturb  the  repose 
and  popularity  of  the  s'ecretary  of  the  treasury! 
But,  ]Mr.  President,  what  is  the  treasury,  abstraeviy 
spewing;  r.nd  what  does  the  honorable  member 
mean,  by  a fear  to  press  on  the  treasury?  Tl)e  offi- 
cers of  the  treasury  are  mere  agents  to  receive  and 
to  pay  the  money  which  is  coiiecied  from  the  people. 
There  is  never  any  real  pressure  on  the  treasury. 
It  there  be  at  any  time  a pressure  for  the  purpose  of 
deli  aying  any  expense,  it  is  a pressure  on  the  people, 
who  must  pay  the  money.  Whe  her  the  treasury 
has  ten  or  twenty  n}illions  to  collect  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  pay  eo  ifie  other  agents  of  government, 
the  repose  of  the  secretaiy  is  in  not  in  the  least 
disturbed.  When,  during-  the  revolutionary  war, 
congTess  was  obliged  to  call  on  the' people  for  heaw 
taxes,  or  enable  \o  redeem  our  paper -money,  the 
pi-esbure  fed  on  the  people,  who  had  the  taxes  to 
p' -v  and  in  whose  hands  the  paper -money  died 
a'vay.  When  notwithstautliug  these  inadequate 
resources,  w^e  -were  unable  to  defray  tlie  most  ne- 


cessary expenses,  the  pressure  fell  on  whom?  Oc 
your  empy  ireasury?  No,  sir — it  fell  on  the  arm^ 
— on  the  defenders  of  your  country — on  those  -uar. 
ivoim  veterans,  who  were  scariUly  Jed,  hardly  clothed, 
and  not  paid  at  all,  and  whose  eai'nings  at  least,  lei) 
into  uie  frauds  of  speculating  harpies.  But,  sir, 
what  effect  had  this  state  of  things  upon  the  per- 
sonal repose  of  your  then  commissioners  of  die 
treasury?  Not  the  least,— except  so  ILo-  as  the}  felt 
for  the  disti  esses  of  their  country,  and  identified 
themselves  with  its  fate;  and  it  is  only  in  this 
point  of  view,  said  Mr.  A.  tha'i,  the  repose  of  a se- 
cretary of  your  treasury  can  be  disturbed  on  simi- 
lar occasions.  Th.*t  substitution  of  the  treasury— 
of  the  chest  into  which  the  taxes  are  paid, — to  dte 
people  themselves  who  pay  them,  is  one  of  those 
equivoques  of  which  the  honorable  member  is  so 
fond.  Il  is,  however,  an  artifice  too  thinly  veiled, 
to  deceive  the  senate,  or  mislead  our  consiiluents. 
Mr.  A.  said,  the  course  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  hud  been  so  devious,  that  it  had  been  hard 
to  follow  him,  and  indeed  sometimes  to  understand 
his  meaning  correctly.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  couid  not, 
nor  had  he  intended  when  he  rose,  to  answ  er  ail 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  mcmbei— lie  had 
selected  the  most  prominent,  and  ihould  answer 
only  two  more.  The  honorable  member  had  said, 
that  to  the  unwillingness  oi  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations to  incur  expense,  he  attributes  tJic 
present  situation  of  our  country.  Although  he  haa 
made  this  charge  against  the  adniiiiistrations,  he 
has  not  specified  any  case,  in  which  the  present 
administration  had  refused  to  incur  expense.  Mr. 
A.  supposed  it  would  have  been  rather  loo  bold  a 
charge,  after  the  measures  adopted  by  the  president, 
and  with  tlieir  result  now  before  us:  he  had  how'- 
ever  specified  two  cases  under  the  former  adminis- 
tration— a refusal  to  incur  the  expense  necessary  to 
carry  the  embargo  into  effect,'  and  a rejection  bj- 
the  house  of  representatives' of  a proposition  to  au- 
thorise contingent  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal. 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  always  understood,  tliat  tlie 
executive  had  used  w ith  gi  eat  assiduity  every  means 
which  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  congress,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  several  embargo  law's;  that  the 
laws  were  as  well  executed  as  any  restrictive  law's, 
of  so  pressing  a character,  could  have  been  upon 
so  extensive  a coast,  and  more  so  than  the  restric- 
tive laws  of  Great-Britam  and  France  had  ever 
been,  with  all  tlieir  navies  and  their  numerous  ar- 
mies; and  that  it  was  not  because  this  law  was  not 
well  executed  tliat  it  was  repealed;  but  inconse- 
quence of  anotlier  consideration,  well  known  to 
the  honorable  member  himself,  who  can  give  as 
accurate  a history  of  the  repeal  of  that  law,  as  anv 
honorable  member  of  either . house.  Mr.  A.  said, 
with  respect  to  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives  to  adopt  contingent  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  he  could  not  see  how'  that 
could  w'itli  any  propriety  be  attributed  to  the  late 
president.  He  did  not  indeed,  by  any  official  mes- 
sage, recommend  such  a measure,  ami  the  cor- 
rectness of  such  a course  might  w'ell  be  doubled, 
upon  constitutional  grounds.  But,  Mr.  A.  said,  lie* 
w ell  knew  that  iliC  president  was  anxious  for  a pro- 
vision of  that  kind,  as  a sub.stitute  for  the  embai-go: 
w helher  in  the  precise  phraseology  of  the  provision 
the  house  rejected,  Mr.  A.  couki  not  say;  but  know- 
ing, as  he  did,  that  the  president  w-as  dc.sirous  of  a 
strong  substitute,  he  w'as  sorry  that  ihe  hon  mem- 
ber had  attempted  to  attribute  to  him  the  failure  of 
so  important  a measure,  w'hich  he  was  in  no  waj* 
responsible. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald, 

“No  other  speaker  of  mi/  living  actions y 
“ To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare — henrt  ttii. 
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Lp£;islatm’e  of  .Vmssaclmsptts. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  22. — The  following”  messag-e  was 
deceived  from  the  g-overnor.  In  senate  read  and 
committed  to  Messrs.  Otis,  Means  and  Spraj^ue — 
in  the  house,  read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Green,  of 
B.  Mr.  Whitman,  of  B.  Mr.  Smith  of  W.  S.  Mr. 
Cobb,  of  P.  and  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  M.  are  joined. 
Gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  gentlemen  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

It  being”  officially  announced,  that  the  Indians 
complain,  “they  Cannot  receive  the  usual  supplies  of 
goods,  by  reason  of  the  non-importation  act,”  and 
that  they  are  not  to  be  purchased  “within  the  Unit- 
ed States.” 

I submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  is  not 
incumbent  on  this  state,  to  use  the  means  in  its 
power  for  enabling  the  national  government  to  rise 
superior  to  such  a humiliating  circumstance.  In 
the  year  1775,  when  our  war  with  Great  Britain 
commenced,  and  when,  immediately  preceding  it, 
a non-importatiort  act  had  been  strictly  carried  into 
effect,  the  state  of  Massachusetts  apportioned  on 
their  towns,  respectively,  to  be  manufactured  by 
them,  the  articles  of  clothing  wanted  for  their  pro- 
portion of  the  army  which  besieged  Boston:  fixed 
the  prices  and  qualities  of  those  articles,  and  they 
were  duly  supplied  within  a short  period. 

Thus  before  we  had  arrived  at  the  threshhold  of 
independence*  and  when  we  were  in  an  exhausted 
state,  by  the  antecedent,  voluntary  and  patriotic 
sacrifice  of  our  commerce,  between  thirteen  and 
fourteen  thousand  cloth  coats  were  manufactured, 
made  and  delivered  into  our  magazine,  within  a 
few  months  from  the  date  of  the  resolve  which  first 
communicated  the  requisition. 

Thirty-six  years  have  since  elapsed,  during  twen- 
tymine  of  which  we  have  enjoyed  peace  and  pros- 
perity, and  have  increased  in  numbers,  manufac- 
tures, wealth  and  resources,  beyond  the  most  san- 
guine expectations. 

All  branches  of  this  government  have  declared 
their  opinion,  and  I conceive,  on  the  most  solid 
principle,  that,  as  a nation  we  are  independent  of 
every  other,  for  the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and 
for  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Let  us  not  then  at  this  critical  period,  admit  any 
obstruction  which  we  have  power  to  remove,  to  dis- 
courage or  retard  the  national  exertions  for  assert- 
ing and  maintaining  our  rights;  and  above  all,  let 
us  convince  Great  Britain,  that  we  can  and  will  be 
independent  of  her  for  every  article  of  commerce, 
whilst  she  continues  to  be  the  ostensible  friend,  but 
implacable  foe  of  our  prosperity,  government,  union 
and  independence. 

By  calling  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  state,  and 
offering  them  reasonable  prices,  there  exists  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  of  our  ability  to  supply  every 
article  of  cloathing,  which  may  be  wanted  for  our 
proportion  of  troops  that  may  be  required  to  carry 
on  a defensive,  or  the  most  vigorous  offensive  v/ai’j 


and  at  the  same  time  every  article  wanted  for  the 
Indians. 

But  if  this  should  appear  in  any  degree  a doubtful 
point,  cannot  the  wealthy  and  manufacturing  states 
of  Massachu.setts,  Nqw-Yoik  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
those  north  of  the  latter,  effect  that  object.'’ 

The  question  requires  not  a moment  to  give  a 
prompt  and  affirmative  answer.  The  legislature 
then  having  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  re.sources, 
of  this  commonwealth,  of  her  abilities,  and  1 -er  dis- 
position to  draw  them  forth  on  such  an  important 
occasion,  leaves  nothing  necessary  to  be  added  on 
this  subject.  E.  GERRY. 

Council  Chamber  Jan.  21,  1812. 

United  States  Militia^ 

The  bill  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia,  which 
has  occupied  the  house  of  representatives,  for  six 
or  seven  days,  having  been  rejected  on  its  third 
reading  on  the  5th  instant,  (as  will  have  been  ob- 
served by  our  minutes  of  the  congressional  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day)  we  do  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  go  through  a detail  of  all  the  debate 
which  took  place  on  ihe  bill.  We  suppose  our 
readers  will  generally  be  better  satisfied  with  an 
abstract  of  the  arguments  used  for  and  against 
the  bill,  given  at  once,  than  to  have  them  drawn 
out  at  length  in  several  successive  papers,  at  a 
remote  date — [JVa^.  Intel. 

This  bill,  as  has  already  been  stated,  in  our  mi- 
nutes of  congressional  proceedings,  provided  that 
the  militia  should  be  divided  into  three  classes,  viz. 
minor,  junior  and  senior  classes.  The  first  to  con- 
sist of  youths  over  18  and  under  21  years  of  age, 
to  be  called  out  for  three  months  at  a time  only,  and 
within  their  owm  state;  the  second,  to  consist  of 
citizens  over  21  and  under  31  years  of  age,  to  be 
employed  for  twelve  months  at  a time,  in  any  man- 
ner in  which  the  president  of  the  United  States  may 
direct;  and  the  la.st  to  consist  of  citizens  over  31 
and  under  45  years  of  age,  liable  to  be  called  out 
for  six  months  at  a time,  in  he  state  in  which  they 
live,  or  an  adjoining  state.  The  bill  also  provide.? 
that  every  youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  18,  shall  be 
provided  with  a stand  of  arms  at  the  expense  of  the 
government. 

This  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  D.  R.  Wil- 
liams, Macon,  Wright,  Stow,  Randolph  and  Smi- 
lie,  on  the  following  grounds.  In  behalf  of  the 
classificaflkin,  it  was  said,  that  in  consideration  of 
youths  frolfn  18  to  21  being  generally  engaged  in 
either  obtaining  an  education,  or  in  learning  some 
trade  or  profession  to  fit  them  for  future  usefuhiesB 
in  life,  they  had  laid  the  burthen  of  military  ser- 
vice lightly  on  them,  and  confined  them  within  a 
moderate  distance  from  their  homes:  That  on  the 
next  class,  consisting  of  citizens  in  the  prime  of 
life,  considering  them  as  being  possessed  of  the 
great  physical  strength  and  spirit  of  the  commu- 
nity, they  had  Uid  the  heaviest  burden  of  duty^ 
Hr 
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though  no  more  than  every  citizen  is  at  present  lia- 
ble to  be  called  upon  to  perform:  On  the  senior 
class,  they  imposed  a lighter  duty,  because  they 
considered  them  as  being  more  necessary  at  home, 
and  as  being  less  able  to  sustain  service  than  the  per- 
sons composing  the  second  class.  Though  at  first 
view,  it  might  appear  that  the  service  was  unequal, 
yet  it  was  stated,  that  if  it  were  considered  that 
every  nian  who  lived  to  be  of  the  age  of  45,  would 
pass  through  all  the  classes,  it  would,  in  the  end, 
be  a perfect  system  of  equality,  and  considerably 
les-sen  the  present  burthen  of  militia  service,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  would  afford  to  the  country  its 
most  efficient  forde  whenever  it  should  be  necessary 
to  call  out  the  militia;  and  though  one-third  only 
of  the  whole  number  of  citizens  liable  to  do  militia 
duty,  could  be  called  out  to  any  considerable  dis- 
tance from  home,  yet,  from  our  increased  popula- 
tion, it  was  argued,  this  would  be  a greater  fprce 
than  the  government  could  possibly  want  for  any 
distant  service;  and  the  minor  and  senior  classes 
would  be  always  ready  to  perform  service  in  their 
own  and  adjoining  state.  Under  this  arrangement, 
it  was  said,  every  citizen  would  know  the  kind  of 
service  which  he  was  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
perform,  and  would  have  the  satisfaction  in  passing 
from  one  class  to  another,  until  he  arrived  at  that 
age  which  exempted  him  from  militia  service. 

^ This  arrangement,  it  was  contended,  would  have 
no  visible  operation  upon  the  militia,  until  they  be- 
came detached  for  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  a call  from  the  president,  in  con- 
formity with  a law  of  congress;  as  all  that  this  bill 
requires  while  the  militia  remains  at  home,  is,  that 
the  returning  officer  shall  make  three  columns  in 


right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not 
be  infringed,”  it  was  the  duty  of  congress  to  provide 
them;  as,  if  it  were  left  to  the  people  themselves, 
experience  had  shewn,  that  some  citizens  will  pro- 
vide themselves  with  arms,  and  some  will  not,  and 
that  those  which  they  get  will  be  of  various  sizes 
and  qualities,  unfit  for  military  service,  where  all 
the  muskets  ought  to  be  of  precisely  the  same  cali- 
bre. Besides,  that^  this  mode  of  procuring  arms 
operates  very  unequally,  as  it  lays  the  same  bur- 
then on  the  poor  as  on  the  rich — is  a kind  of  poll- 
tax,  the  most  oppressive  of  all  others.  For  surely 
nothing  can  be  more  unjust,  than  that  the  poor  man, 
who,  if  there  be  any  fighting,  will  have  to  do  it, 
should  be  forced  to  purchase  himself  arms,  when, 
perhaps,  he  finds  great  difficulty  to  procure  bread 
for  himself  and  family,  whilst  the  rich  man,  who 
can  always  hire  a substitute  to  fight  for  him,  is  call- 
ed upon  to  do  no  more,  in  the  icai/  of  tax  than  his 
poor  neighbor.  The  injustice  of  this  is  so  glaring, 
that  the  law,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  has  not 
been  complied  with. 

In  consequence  of  this  unequal  tax,  and  because 
the  arms  cannot  in  some  parts  of  the  country  be 
procured,  the  militia  are,  in  certain  parts  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  in  the  middle  and  south- 
ers  states,  very  imperfectly  armed.  Some  of  tlie 
state  legislatures  have  endeavored  to  remedy  this 
defect,  by  manufacturing  or  purchasing  arms,  and 
loaning  them  to  the  militia-men,  either  by  putting 
them  into  their  hands  for  a limited  time,  or  by  plac- 
ing tliem  in  armories,  and  handing  them  out  occa- 
sionally when  wanted.  In  both  which  cases  incon- 
veniencies  had  been  experienced.  Where  the  arms 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  individuals  many  of 


his  return,  instead  ©f  one,  containing  an  account  them  were  lost  or  disposed  of;  and  when  they  were 


of  the  nUiuber  of  men  there  ai*e  in  each  of  the  class- 
es, instead'  of  returning  the  whole  in  one  column 
as  at  present, 

This  kind  of  classification  would  do  awav  the 
inconveniencies  which  are  always  experienced  in  an 
army,  by  having  young  and  old  men  in  the  same 
ranks — from  having  the  father  and  son-on  the  same 
battle  ground.  Every  experienced  officer,  every 
man,  must  know,  that  old  and  young  men  cannot 
sustain  the  same  fatigue  in  marcliingand  other  ser- 
vice; as  a proof  of  this  it  was  asked,  if  an  officer 
would  not  always  prefer  an  army  of  men,  from  the 
age  of  21  to  31,  to  one  composed  of  men  of  all  ages 
fi^m  18  to  45.^  It  was  added,  that  most  of  the  cele- 
briety  which  had  been  obtained  by  the  emperor  of 
France,  as  a warrior,  had  been  owingto  this  mode 
of  drawing  out  the  strength  and  flower  of  the  popu 
lation  of  the  country,  in  preference  to  the  mode  of 
mixing  all  ages  together. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  the  classification  must 
be  agreeable  to  the  citizens  themselves  who  com- 
posed the  different  classes;  as  men  of  nearly  the 
same  age  would  be  more  likely  to  be  pleased  with 
each  other’s  company,  by  having  similar  turns  of 
thought  and  inclination;  that  stronger  attachments 
were  more  likely  to  be  formed  amongst  men  of  the 
same  age,  and  pursuits,  than  could  be  made  where 
the  disparity  of  age  was  greater — that  tfie  habits 
9.nd  disposition.s  of  the  old  and  the  young  never 
accorded  well  together.  That  this  classification 
would  certainly  tend  to  render  the  militia  more  ef- 
' fective;  would  comply  with  the  first  and  last  in- 
junctions of  the  great  father  of  his  country,  general 
Washington;  and  in  proportion  as  the  militia  sys- 
tem was  improved,  in  the  same  degree  would  a 
standing  army  become  unnecessary. 

In  favor  of  arming  the  militia,  it  was  said,  that  it 
haviing  been  provided  by  the  constitution,  “the 


kept  in  depots,  many  were  spoiled  or  greatly  injur- 
ed by  the  rust.  ' o . 

This  bill  it  was  stated,  was  calculated  to  do  away 
all  these  difficulties  and  inconveniences,  by  putting 
suitable  arms  into  the  hands  of  every  free,  white 
young  man  in  the  United  States,  when  he  arrives 
at  the  age  of  18  years,  at  the  public  expence;  so 
that,  by  degrees,  the  whole  nation  would  become 
armed.  The  idea  of  arming  the  nation  at  the  pu!>- 
lic  expence  was  not  new;  it  had  been  acted  upo;^ia 
the  year  1808,  by  passing  a law,  appropriating  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually  for  the  purchase 
of  arms,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  executives 
of  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  the  population 
of  each,  to  be  distribufed  by  them  among  the  mili- 
tia men,  or  kept  in  armories,  as  they  might  judge 
most  expedient.  Thisappropriation,  hov^ever,  w’^as 
inadequate  to  the  object,  nor  was  the  mode  of  dis- 
tribution approved. 

Tins  bill,  therefore,  proposed  originally  to  ap 
propriate  400,000  dollars  annually,  in  addition  to 
the  former  appropriation,  (but  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  400  was  stricken  out  and  200,000  inserted) 
for  the  same  object,  but  instead  of  placing  the  arms 
at  the  disposition  of  the  several  state  governments, 
it  propased  to  place  them  immediately  in  the  hands 
of  the  rnilitia-men  themselves.  And  as  the  plan  em- 
braced the  whole  United  States,  it  would  make  no 
difference,  whether  a m,an  who  received  these  arms 
continued  to  reside  in  the  same  place,  or  removes 
to  another — wherever  lie  went,  within  the  United 
States,  the  arms  would  be  equally  useful  for  the 
public  service. 

It  was  believed,  that  by  placing  the  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  citizens  themselves,  they  would  con- 
ider  them  as  their  own  property,  an<l  take  care  of 
them  as  such;  and  they  would  become  bett'^r  ac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  them  than  if  they  were 
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vnly  put  Into  their  hands  occasionally.  Besides, 
it  would  be  more  strictly  complying-  with  the  con- 
stitutional provision,  “that  the  right  of  the  people 
to  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed.”  Having  ihem 
in  possession,  they  would  be  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency which  might  occur. 

It  was  supposed  that  fi-om  50  to  60,000  stands  of 
arms  would  be  wanted  annually;  the  procuring  of 
which,  it  was  believed,  would  be  attended  with  no 
difficulty,  as  wi;hin  the  last  year  there  had  been 
manufactured  at  private  manufactories  within  the 
United  States,  about  30,000  stands,  which,  by  hold- 
ing out  proper  encourag-ement  to  the  manufactur- 
ers, it  was  supposed,  might  be  doubled.  Govern- 
ment had  made  about  30,000  stands  annually  at 
the  manufactory  at  Harper’s  Ferry, which,  by  pro- 
per exertions,  might  probably  also  be  doubled;  so 
that  the  arms  wanted,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a law, 
might  be  got  from  either  resource. 

And  when  the  nation  sliall  be  thus  armed,  said 
the  advocates  of  this  bill,  who  will  dare  to  molest 
us?  Th.e  country  will  be  safe  from  any  enemy  with- 
in or  without.  The  government  would  have  noth- 
tingto  fear  from  a standing  army,  or  from  an  ambi- 
tious military  chief  A well-informed  people,  un- 
derstanding their  rights,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
cannot  be  subdued.  They  are  invulnerable.  And 
being  the  real  sovereigns  of  the  country,  govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  fear  from  them;  because  the 
government  is,  and  will  be,  at  all  times,  what  they 
please  to  make  it. 

Reference  was  had,  as  an  illustrat  ion  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  an  armed'people,  to  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne,  by  the  people  of  New-England,  and  to  all 
the  other  acts  of  bravery  of  the  revolution.  Give 
the  people  but  ai*ms,  said  they,  and  the  Republic  is 
safe. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Mi‘chill,  Bn\’d,  Pitkin,  Nelson,  Gholson,  Fmdley, 
Tallinage,  Law,  Quincey,  Bigelow,  Mosely,  Rhea,. 
Sturges,  Poiter,  and  Widgery,  principally  on  ac- 
count of  the  classification.  Several  of  these  gentle- 
men expressed  a willingness  to  vote  for  arming  the 
militia,  if  that  was  presented  to  them  in  a separate 
bill;  and  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  to  recommit  the  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  it. 

The  objections  made  to  the  classification  were, 
that  it  threw  too  great  a burden  on  that  portion  of 
citizens  w-ho  were  between  the  ages  of  21  and  31; 
that  citizens  in  good  health  from  18  lo  21  and  from 
31  to  45,  are  as  able  to  perform  militia  duty  as  any 
others;  that  this  classification  would  lessen  the 
effective  strength  of  tlie  country.  It  was  contended 
that  it  would  break  in  upon  the  settled  habits  of  the 
people,  and  derange  all  their  pre.sent  plans,  with 
which  they  are  very  well  satisfied.  That  in  the 
eastern  states,  especi.ally,  the  militia  are  not  onl) 
armed  but  well  disciplined,  and  will  not  approve  of 
sucii  a clrange  as  is  proposed.  It  was  said  that 
this  classification  was  calculated  to  produce  bick- 
erings and  dissatisfaeition  among  the  people,  by 
being  divided,  some  into  a favored  and  others  into 
an  overburdened  class,'  That  they  would  not  see 
the  justice  of  such  a division.  A man  a few  months 
older  or  younger  than  his  neiglibor,  with  whom  he 
had  been  used  to  perform  equal  burdens,  would 
not  like  to  be  called  out  for  twelve  months,  and  sent 
wlierever  the  president  might  direct,  while  his  more 
fortunate  neighbor,  if  older,  would  be  subject  only 
to  a six  months  tour  in  his  own  or  the  adjoining 
state;  or  if  younger,  subject  only  to  a three  months 
tour  in  his  own  state.  It  would  not  satisfy  him  to 
Retold,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  31,  he 


would  also  be  in  a favored  class — that  time  might 
never  arrive  to  him,  or  it  might  arrive  when  his 
service  would  no  longer  be  wanted. 

It  was  objectetl  against  the  plan  of  classification, 
and  calling  out  one  description  of  citizens  to  the 
exclusion  of  others,  that  it  had  too  much  resem- 
blance to  the  consc7'iptio7].t  of  the  emperor  of  France, 
which  were  too  odious  o be  imitated  by  the  free- 
men of  this  country. 

It  was  doubted  by  some,  (by  Mr.  Mitch'ill  pa.-'ti- 
cularly,)  whether  it  might  not  be  rather  a disadvan- 
tage tlian  an  advantage,  to  divide  the  youths  and 
the  elderly  citizens  from  the  junior  class.  It  was 
thought  to  be  an  advantage  to  the  youth  to  associate 
with  men  of  experience,  part  of  whom  might  have 
seen  some  military  service,  and  be  able  to  give  valua- 
ble instructions  to  their  young  friends,  not  only  in 
their  military  duty,  but  in  taking  care  of  their 
health,  their  persons,  &c.  That  much  mischief 
migltt  ensue  from  youths  being  encamped  together, 
without  any  persons  of  riper  age  to  restrain  the 
thoughtless  levities  incident  to  that  sesison  of  life. 

It  was  contended,  that  this  bill  proposed  no  im- 
provement to  the  militia  system;  it  contained  no 
provision  for  producing-  any  better  di.scipline  than 
at  present  exi.sts.  The  objectors,  therefore  saw  no 
use  in  passing  the  bill. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  bill,  which  went 
to  arming  the  militia,  it  was  stated  to  be  unecessary 
for  the  eastern  states,  as  the  militia  were  already 
well  armed,  and  that  young  men  when  they  arrived 
at  tlie  age  of  eighteen,  would  provide  themselves 
with  arms,  as  their  fatiiers  had  done  before  them. 

This  provision  was  said  to  be  unnecessary  on  ano- 
ther ground.  A law  has  been  passed  by  congress, 
in  1808,  appropriating  200,000  dollars  annually  for 
the  purchase  of  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the 
militia.  6 0,000  dollars  have  therefore  already  been 
appropriated  for  this  purpose.  By  this  law',  it  is  • 
provided,  that  the  arms  shall  be  distributed  to  the 
executives  of  the  several  states,  agreeably  to  their 
respective  population,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  as 
they  judge  proper;  and  this  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  arms,  was  thought  to  be  far  preferable  to  the 
mode  proposed  in  the  present  bill.  If  the  arms  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  individuals,  government  may 
calculate  upon  a loss  of  at  least  ten  per  cent.,  annu- 
ally. 

It  Was  contended,  that  the  arms  for  W'hich  it  is 
now  proposed  to  appropriate  money,  will  be  of  no 
use  in  the  present  contest.  They  are  to  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  youths  of  18,  w'ho  are  to  stay  at  home 
— it  will  be  some  years,  therefore,  before  any  con- 
siderable number  of  the  arms  would  be  brought  into 
use. 

It  was  said,  that  this  appropriation  would  be  alto- 
gether unnecessary,  if  the  citizens  of  other  parts 
of  the  United  States  had  complied  with  the  laws  of 
congress  as  punQiually  as  tlie  people  to  the  eastward 
had  done;  but,  if  this  bill  were  passed,  no  man- 
would  hereafter  think  of  purchasing  his  owm  arms. 
All  would  look  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  for  a supply;  and  though  the  appropriation 
for  the  present  be  reduced  to  200,000  dollars,  as  it 
is  provided  that  every  youth,  arriving  at  the  age  of 
18  years,  shall  have  arms  put  into  his  hands,  the 
appropriation  must  hereafter  be  made  commensurate 
with  the  object. 

Many  objections  were  made  to  the  details  of  tlie 
bill  respecting  the  regulations  which  were  thought 
necessary  by  the  military  committee,  for  preserving 
the  arms  within  the  states,  by  means  of  fines,  &c. 

It  was  doubted  whether  congress  had  a right  to  im- 
pose fines  on  the  militia  while  remaining  in  the 
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states  to  which  they  respectively  belong'. The 

phrase  “militia  of  the  United  Stales,”  tvas  objected 
to.  It  was  contended  that  the  militia  w^as  the  “mi- 
litia of  the  several  states,”  until  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

[The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
above  bill,  noticed  in  the  jiroceedings  of  congress, 
and  promised  insertion,  in  page  424  of  the  W eek.lt 
Register.] 

'■  EAs — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Baker,  Bas- 
sett, Bibb,  Breckenridge,  Calhoun,  Cheeves,  Clay, 
Cochran,  Crawford,  Dawson,  Dmsmoor,  Earle, 
Fish,  Franklin,  Green,  Grundy,  B,  Hall,  O.  Hall, 
Hufty,  Johnson,  Kent,  Key,  King,  La  cock,  Le- 
fever,  Lewis,  Little,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore, 
M’Bryde,  Metcalf,  Morgan,  Moitow,  Newbold, 
Ormsby,  Pickens,  Ringgold,  H dgely,  Roane,  Sage, 
Seaver,  Sevier,  Shaw,  Sheftey,  Smilie,  Steward, 
Stow,  Strong,  Troup,  Williams,  Winn,  Wright — 55. 

NAYS — iiessrs.  Archer,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bige- 
low, Bleecker,  Boyd,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler 
Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport,  Davis,  Ely, 
Emott,  Findley,  Fitch,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goodwyn, 
Gray,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  Jackson,  Law, 
Livingston,  Lyle,  Miinor,  Mitchxll,  Mosely,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Piper,  Pi  kin,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Por- 
ter, Potter,  Reed,  Rhea,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sammons, 
Seybert,  R.  Smith,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
l'allmage,Talliafen'o,  T urner.  Van  Cortlan^t,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Whitehill  W'^idgery,  Wilson — 58. 

Catholics  of  Ireland. 

In  the  supplement  to  No.  15  of  the  Weekly  Re- 
, GisTEH,  page  279,  is  inser  ted  an  account  of  the 
first  meeting  of  the  general  committee  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland;  which,  though  conducted 
in  the  most  orderly  manner,  was  designed  to  have 
been  interrupted  by  the  British  police  of  that  ill- 
fated  island.  From  the  following  narration  of 
the  trial  it  appears  that  a similar  meeting  W'as 
afterwards  held  in  the  chapel  at  Liffey  "street, 
and  that  certain  persons,  for  assembling  there, 
were  indicied  for  high  misdemeanors.  A care- 
ful perusal  of  this  sketch  will  enable  the  reader 
. justly  to  appreciate  the  **blessings  of  royalty;^’ 
and,  while  we  admire  tlie  honest  firmness  of 
a jury  so  justly  selected,  cannot  fail  to  depre- 
c.ate  a system  of  tyranny  practised  in  Ireland 
which  an  eastern  despot  ought  to  blush  at  The 
famous,  major  Sirr  it  seems  ?>  still  m office — be 
is  a fit  tool  for  the  British  government  in  Ireland. 
The  ferment  of  the  French  revolution  never 
spewed  up  a more  atrocious  or  accomplished 
wretch' — JVIurat  and  Bobespierre  would  have  he- 
sitated at  the  cool  and  deliberate  proceeding  of 
this  man.  His  office  was  long  considered  the 
head  quarters  of  perjury — the  gi*and  engine  of 
tl:e  crown,  to  swear  away  the  lives  of  its  victims. 
That  it  still  maintains  its  infamous  celebrity 
m.ly  be  gathered  from  the  conduct  of  the  clerk, 
Mac  Donough. 

Inconsequence  of  the  lively  feeling’s  of  the  people  of 
Dublin  when  the  verdict  was  known,  though  no 
breach  of  good  order  had  been  committed,  the 
garrrison  had  orders  to  be  in  readiness,  and  a se- 
cond order  commanded  the  artillery  to  limber 
their  guns. 

From  the  l^Bublvti]  Freeman^ s Jounull. 

' Dublin  Nov.  23. 

One  of  the  most  splendid,  one  of  the  most  anii- 
mating  scenes  ever  witnessed  in  a free  counti’y  or 
in  a country  looking  for  freedom,  was  exhibited 


last  night  in  the  court  of  king’s  bench.  From  thci 
late  hour  at  which  the  court  adjourned,  it  will  not 
be  expected  that  we  can  give  an  account  of  all  that 
occurred  on  this  most  important  and  memorable  oc- 
casion— important  not  only  to  the  traversers  at  the 
bar  of  the  bench,  not  only  to  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, but  to  Ireland  itself,  and  not  to  Ireland  alone, 
but  to  tlie  empire,  of  wliich  this  island  forms  so 
powerful  and  indispensible  a member.  Although, 
therefore,  we  cannot  give  the  debate,  we  shall  en- 
deavor to  present  to  the  public,  the  essence  and 
spirit  of  )’’esterday’s  proceedings. 

The  court  assembled  after  ten,  when  the  chief 
justice  called  on  Mac  Donough,  a clerk  in  major 
Sirr’s  office,  to  explain  certain  parts  of  ]ii.‘  evidence, 
which  in  his  lordship’s  mind  was  contr;.;!  ' tory  and 
inclusive' — The  witness  was  examined  b;.  court, 

and  appeared  very  much  dashed  and  •.  .'.i  . . .nded. — 
He  was  asked,  whethei  among  these  pc.  .ons  sworn 
to  in  the  information,  he  had  mei.iconed  doctor" 
Breen  as  present. 

He  could  not  actually  say  that  dc  ' ’^or  Breen  wa^ 
in  the  chapel  at  Llffey-street-r-heard  his  name  to  the' 
best  of  his  recollection  mentioned — did  noi  see  him 
in  the  chapel-*-knew  his  person,  and  beard  that  he 
was  one  of  those  concerned  in  the  delegation. 

Mr.  Justice  Osborne. — But  in  the  information 
before  us,  )^ou  do  not  speak  as  to  your  beiieid--3  ou 
swear  possitively  that  doctor  Breen  was  one  of  .he 
persons  chosen. 

Chief  Ju.stice. — Then  you,  swore  positively  to  a 
man  who  you  did  not  see. 

Witness  ordered  to  retire. 

Mr.  Burrcwes  then  addressed  the  jury  irt  a strain 
of  manly  and  persuasive  eloquence,  which  we  feel 
it  impossible  for  us  to  follow.  Perhaps  in  a court  of 
justice,  there  can  be  remembered  few  exhibitions 
equal  in  point  of  ability,  whether  we  consider  it  as 
addressed  to  the  understanding  of  the  audience,  to 
the  temper  of  the  jury,  to  the  policy  of  the  case, 
and  the  law  under  which  the  Catholic  gentlemen 
were  indicted,  an  appeal  so  powerful,  so  convincing, 
we  might  say,  so  overpowering  was  ever  yet  made-./ 
The  learned  council  began  by  arranging  the  con- 
duct of  the  crown  in  the  formation  of  the  jury. — 
He  lamented  to  have  witnessed  that  more  decency, 
or  the  appearance  at  least,  if  it  was  no  more,  of 
justice  on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  He  did  not  lay 
any  blame  to  his  majesty’s  attorney  general,  whose 
virtues  and  talents  he  took  occasiott  repeatedly  in 
a speech,  which  lasted  upwards  of  three  hours,  to 
panegerize.  He  was  convinced  that  the  honoura- 
ble and  upright  man  would  not  be  privy  to  any  act 
of  meanness,  of  unconstitutional  and  illegal  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  known  agents,  instru- 
ments, nay,  the  very  creatures  of  administration.—^ 
It  was  notorious  that  on  the  jury,  there  was  not  a 
single  Catholic,  in  a cause  in  which  the  Catholic 
interest  was  so  deeply  concerned.  He  reflected 
upon  the  circumstances  with  pain,  not  mixed  with 
a considerable  portion  of  dismay,  that  in  a city, 
NINE  TENTHS  of  whosc  inhabitants  consisted  of 
Catholics,  not  one  was  to  be  found  on  a jury  in 
which  the  Catholics  were  to  be  tried.  It  was,  he 
feared  ominous  for  the  country,  when  government 
had  recourse  to  such  paltry  artifices  Nay,  the  on- 
ly Catholic  on  the  pannel  was  instantly  objected  to 
— but  that  was  not  enough  for  the  crown — it  was 
not  content  with  objecting  to  the  solitary  Catholic 
— but  in  the  spirit  of  liberality  which  so  very  ho- 
norably distinguished  the  administration  of  tiie  coun- 
try, it  objected  against  twenty-two  protestants 
upon  no  grounds  whatever.  These  protestants,  it 
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should  seem,  were  under  the  suspicion  of  being-  sus- 
pected as  friends  to  the  g-reat  Catholic  cause.  But 
the  very  circum-stances  of  {hese  shameful  challenges 
put  the  present  jury  in  a most  delicate  and  awful 
situation.  The  eyes  of  the  country  were  on  them. 

From  the  partiality  evinced  by  the  crown  to 
their  selections  from  among-  so  many  other  of  their 
e.xcellent  and  liberal  fellow-citizens,  it  would  natu- 
rally be  concluded  that  they  were  prejudiced,  and 
il’ibei-al.  He  did  not  insimiate  that  they  were;  he 
believed  in  his  heart  diat  they  were  not — but  see 
the  situation  in  whicli  they  were  placed  by  the 
crown — a situation  he  would  contend  not  only  inde- 
licate, but  alihobt  unconstitutional.  They  would, 
however,  he  felt  convinced,  risk  themselves  from 
tlie  peculiari  v in  v<,  nich  they  were  so  unhandsome- 
ly placed,  con  trad I c.lnguished  from  tlie  remainder 
of  their  fellov  vc:ti;:ens. 

Mr.  Burro weS;,  then  ?*t  g-reat  length,  and  with  a 
force  of  eloquence  seldom  surpassed  at  the  Irish 
bar,  and  never,  we  are  persuaded,  equalled  at  that 
of  England,  went  into  the  subject  matter  of  the 
trial  before  the  court.  As  we  have  already  f^aid,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us,  this  day,  to  enter  into 
any  thing  like  a detail  of  this  admirable  forensic 
display.  He  first  addressed  himself  to  the  facts, 
then  to  the  law — next  to  the  of  the  Catholics 

of  Ireland,  and  finally  to  policy  of  the  Irish  ad- 
ministration. In  all  these  divisions,  Mr  Burrowes 
was  super-eminently,  supremely  happy.  But  we 
are  compelled  to  reserve  until  our  next  a salisfac- 
tcry  report  of  this  admirable  speech.  After  he 
had  sat  down,  there  was  a murmur  of  applause, 
and  he  was  congratulated  on  all  sides  by  his  friends 
Indeed  the  union  of  honesty  and  talent  was  eminent- 
ly conspicuous  in  this  address,  and  we  never  saw 
more  powerfully  exemplified  wliat  gi-eat  virtue, 
aided  by  great  ability,  is  able  to  perform.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  Mr.  Burrowes  pronounced 
panegyrics  on  the  FREE  PRESS  OF  IRELAND, 
and  stigmatised  in  his  powerful  and  iTn[)assioned 
language,  the  incendiaries  and  slaves  hired  by  the 
Castle*  to  influence  the  popular  mind,  and  to  in- 
flame the  people  to  madness. 

When  Mr.  Burrowes  had  concluded,  the  council 
for  the  traverser,  relying  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
crown  and  the  law  and  ju.stice  of  their  case,  declin- 
ed calling  witnesses  or  occupying  the  attention  of 
the  court  and  jury  on  a case  which  they  thought 
already  proved  for  their  client. 

Mr.  Goold  then  in  a strain  of  eloquence  so  pecu- 
liar to  himself,  and  which  fascinated  the  court  for 
more  than  two  hours,  touched  upon  all  the  leading 
topics  of  this  great  cause.  We  feel  ourselves  at 
this  hour  totally  incapable  of  giving  an  outline  -of 
this  speech.  We  shall  therefore  reserve  it  for  this 
evening’s  publication,  when  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
convey  some  faint  outline  of  his  manner  8c  argument. 

The  solicitor  general  replied  with  great  animation 
and  force,  and  with  great  peculiar  grace  of  delivery 
and  happiness  of  diction  for  which  he  is  so  justl}' 
prized.  Although  our  feeling  and  conviction  weiit 
ag-ainst  Mr.  Bushe  and  his  cause  on  this  occasion, 
it  would  be  absurd  to  deny,  that  he  exhibited  a 
splendid  instance  of  wl\at  great  abilities — gi-eat  art, 
admirable  action  and  imposing  face,  may  do  for  any 
cause.  We  lamented,  it  is  true,  to  hear  Mr.  Buslie 
utler  such  sentiments,  but  we  should  do  injustice 
to  our  nature,  if  we  pretended  that  we  did  not  ad- 
mire the  man.  He  concluded  his  speech  by  observ- 
ing tliat  a new  body,  tiie  Catholic  Convention,  had 

* Meaning  the  government — from  the  ca.stie  being 
the  residence  of  the  l^ord  Lieutenant,  8co.  \h'd.  !teg. 


arisen  in  our  political  horison,  obedient  to  no  rules, 
governed  bv  no  attraction,  a stranger  to  our  S)  S- 
tem,  and  which  menaced  its  rum. 

The  chief  justice,  after  recapitulating  the  evi- 
dence, proceeded  to  define  the  law.  W'^e  could  n.)t 
di.scover  in  his  lordships  speech,  any  shade  ofdi.s- 
tincti on  from  that  delivered  on  Thursday  by  Ins 
majesty’s  attorney  general.  After  about  an  hour 
and  half’s  charge,  tlie  jury  retired. 

It  's  impossible — indeed  language  sinks  under 
the  effort  to  describe  the  state  and  anxiety  mani- 
fested while  the  jury  were  in  the  box.  Althougli  it 
was  nine  o’clock  at  night,  yet  the  hall  of  the  four 
courts,  the  court  of  king’s  bench — all  the  avenues 
leading  to  the  courts,  the  very  attick  windows  at 
the  t op  of  the  courts,  were  crowded  with  people. 

When  it  y-as  announced  that  the  jury  had  agreed 
to  tlieir  verdict,  there  was  at  first  a murmur,  and 
when  they  again  appeared,  after  an  hour  and  a halt ’s 
deliberation,  there  was  a deep  silence  for  a minute. 
-Mr.  Byrne,  the  clerk  of  the  crow  g then  called  ov'er 
the  names  of  the  jury.  Having  an.swered,  Mr.  Geaic, 
the  foreman,  hamled  down  the  issue — not  guilty. 

Tlie  -word  was  scarcely  pronounced  when  a peal 
of  huzzaing  and  shouts  rung  through  the  court  and 
gallei'ies,  and  shook  the  very  judicial  bench.  It  was 
caught  by  the  anxious  auditors  in  the  hall.  The 
judg-es  attempted  to  speak;  the  officers  attempted 
to  act — the  enthusiasm  deafened  and  destroyed  eve- 
ly  attempt.  The  judges  waited  for  some  minutes, 
and  the  chief  justice  attempted  to  address  the 
court,  blithe  could  not  be  heard — nothing  could  be 
lieai-d  but  the  loud,  the  overwiielming-  torrent  of 
populai’  enthusiasm. 

As  the  jurors  passed  through  the  hall,  they  were 
greeted  w th  waving  of  hats  and  clapping  of  hands; 
our  excellent,  wortfiy,  and  truly  virtuous  shcriiT, 
Warty,  to  whose  honesty  and  incorrupUbility  we  are 
indebted  for  suck  a jury,  and  who,  v\’’e  will  be  bold 
to  say,  has,  by  this  one  act,  conferred  more  lasting 
benefit  on  his  country,  than  any  man  who  has  held 
this  exalted  situation  before,  our  sheiiff,  Robert 
Warty,  was  received  wit’a  the  most  unbounded  tu- 
mults of  approbation  and  applause. 

Nor  was  this  po])ular  exhibuion  confined  to  the 
populace  merely.  The  verdict  in  the  course  of  ten 
min-ates  was  known  in  every  part  of  the  town — the 
tide  ran  instantly  in  every  direction.  The  shouts 
reached  the  most  remote  streets  with  Uie  rapidity 
of  an  electric  stroke.  We  should  like,  for  cai-iosity 
alone,  to  observe  the  pJiilosophic  countenance  of 
Mr.  Pole  when  he  received  the  gratifying  intelli- 
gence. No  doubt  he  was  rejoiced  at  the  fate  of  his 
Catholic  countrynoen.  But  his  Catiiolic  countiy- 
men  did  not  think  of  Mr.  Pole.  Tiiey  were  too 
much  engaged  m their  own  happiness  to  shade  it  by 
the  recollection  of  Mr.  Pole  or  his  administration. 

We  shall  here  subjoin  the  list  of  the  names  of  the 
honest  menX.o.'^Xxo'iCt  conscience  the  safety  of  tlie  state 
and  what  yet  remains  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
were  entrusted,  and  who  nobly  fulfilled  the  awitil 
conditions  of  their  oath. 

1.  Benjamin  Geale,  Esq. 

2.  Peter  I).  Latouche,  Esq. 

3.  Leland  Crosthwaite,  Esq. 

4.  Jolat.  Orr,  E$q. 

5.  .John  Duncan,  Esq, 

6.  John  J-*epper,  Jf>q- 

7.  IViiliam  Sparroxu,  Esq. 

8.  .Toh.n  Hutton,  Tdsq. 

9.  Robert  Armstrong,  Esq. 

10.  Edward  Clibborn,  Esq. 

11.  Charles  Pent  land,  Ksq. 

12.  John  Jiamdton,  Esq 
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OFFICIAL  PAPERS,  (D,) 

Accompanying  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasures  annual  report.  (Concluded  from  page  418.) 
Statement  of  receipts  and  payments  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  from  the  1st  Oc- 
tober^ 1810,  to  the  30th  September.,  1811. 


Cash  in  the  treasury,  subject  to  war 
rant,  Oct.  I,  1810, 

Received  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  customs,  12,490,656  14 
Internal  reve- 
nue, 6,319  60 

Direct  tax,  6,362  37 


Sales  of  public  lands. 
Cents  and  half  cents 
coined  at  the  mint. 
Fees  on  patents. 

Public  arms  sold  to 
states. 

Postage  of  letters. 

Salt  works  in  the  Illi- 
nois territory. 

Fines,  penalties  and 
forfeitures. 

Seamen’s  wages  paid 
to  consuls  in  foreign 
countries. 

Payment  by  an  un- 
known person  thro* 
the  president  of  the 
U.  States, 
Repayments, 


12,682  4r 
r67,061  23 

8,463  78 
6,480 

71,906 
37*70 

2,500 

11,105  24 


2,035 


250 

168,268  81 


J/)an  from  bank  United  States,  on 
31st  December,  1810, 


3,459,329  72 


13,541,446 

2,750,000 


37 


PAVMEtfTS  0>'  THE  TOLEOWl'NG  ACCOCWTS*. 

Civil  expences,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  viz. 

Civil  list  proper,  620,620  16 

Lighthouse  establishment,112, 018  76 
Marine  hospital  establish- 
ment 58,822  34 

Invalid  pensions,  74,674  68 

Public  buildings  inWash- 

ington,  600 

Furniture  for  the  presi- 
dent’s house,  1,000 

Third  census,  106,699  66' 

Prize  money  for  navy 

pension  fund,  7,106  25 

Mint  establishment,  28,999  96 

Grants  and  miscellaneous 
claims,  23,036  96 

Better  accommodation  of 

the  gen.  post-office, &c.  4,700 
Unclaimed  merchandize,  224  93 
Surveys  of  pub- 
lic lands,  69,741  70 
Ascertaining 
land  titles  in 
Louisiana, ' 11,426  06 

80,167  76 

Roads  within 
state  of  Ohio,  19,000 
—From  Cum- 
berland to  do.  6,861  50 
— From  Mis- 
sissippi to  do.  209  25 

— 26,070  75 

Trading  houses  with  the 

Indians.  5,975 

Contingent  expences  of 

government,  3,3^6 

Intercour.se  with  foreign 
nations,  207,745  77 


JVrilitary  expenses,  viz 
Pay,subsistence, 
cloathing,  8cc. 
for  the  army,  1,463,000 
Fortifications  of 
ports  &harbors,  165,000 
Ordnance, arms, 
arsenals,  &c.  501,000 

2,129,000 

Indian  department,  142,725 


NAVY. 

Repairs  & contingencies,  ^2,000 
Ordnance  and  arms  62,000 

Navy  yards  74,000 

Marine  corps  ^ 251,000 

Pay,  provisions,  and  oth- 


er expences. 


1,207,000 


PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Interest  and  charges,  2,225,300  93 
Principal  dis'chk'ged,  5,058,272  32 
Repayment'  of  loan  to 
bank  United  States,  2,750,000 


Dollars,  19,750,476  09 


Balance  in  the  treasury,  subject  to 
wai*rant.  Sept.  30^  1811, 

Dollars, 


1,360,858  98 


2,271,725 


2,136,000 


10,034,073  75 

^3,947,818  36 
19^750,476  09 
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History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte, 

ABmSQEO  rKO.M  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

(continued  from  pare  417.) 

Co7iduct  of  the  council  of  Castile  after  the  fight  of 
Joseph' from  Madrid.  Ansiver  of  Palafox  to 
their  letter.  The  council  p^iblishes  a defence.  Or- 
ganization of  a supreme  Junta.  Bonaparte  orders 
07it  a neno  conscription  and  joins  his  brother  at 
Vittoria.  Opening  of  the  campaign.  Position  mid 
strength  of  the  French  and  Spanish  forces.  Defeat 
of  the  three  Spanish  armies  under  Blake,  Belvedere 
and  Castanos.  Madrid,  by  the  treachery  of  Mor- 
la  and  the  prince  of  Castle  Franco  is  surrendered 
to  the  French. 

While  Joseph  was  yet  at  Madrid,  those  friends  of 
Ferdinand  who  had  been  compelled  to  enter  into 
his  service,  took  the  earliest  opportunity  to  effect 
their  escape,  and  declare  themselves  in  favor  of  the 
patriots.  The  duke  del  Infantado  g^ot  out  ot  the  city 
in  the  dress  of  a peasant,  and  in  that  disguise  made 
his  way  to  Salamanca,  v/here  he  joined  one  of  the 
Spanish  armies.  The  duke  del  Purque  who  had 
been  appointed  captain  of  tlie  body  guards,  and 
travelled  in  the  same  carriage  with  Joseph  from 
Madrid,  threw  off  the  charge  vdiich  had  been  im- 
posed upon,  him  and  went  to  bear  arms  in  defence 
of  his  county.  Cevallos  (28th  July)  sent  in  his  re- 
signation, having  previously  sectired  liis  retreat:  and 
the  first  use  he  made  of  his  libertv  was  to  lay  before 
the  world  an  account  of  the  iniquitous  transactions 
at  Bayonne.  The  council  of  Castile  who,  probably 
more  from  cowardice  than  corruption,  had  sanction- 
ed all  the  measures  of  the  Frencii,  during  the  usur- 
pation, were  now  alarmed  for  their  own  safety,  and 
addressed  a proclamation  to  tlie  people  of  Madrid, 
every  line  of  which  betrayed  a consciousness  of  their 
own  misconduct,  by  its  flattery  and  its  ill-disguised 
fear.  (Aug.  6.)  It  called  them  a generous  and  wor- 
thy people,  virtuous  Spaniards,  wortliy  citizens, 
good  men,  and  true  patriots.  It  told  them  that  what 
they  had  suffered  was  but  a punishment  necessary 
for’  the.r  correction;  their  morals  having  ^most 
reached  the  point  of  complete  corruption:  that  the 
innocent  victims  whose  blood  had  been  shed,'  had 
implored  forgiveness  for  them;  the  God  of  battles 
had  heard  their  intercession,  and  was  appeased; 
and  all  their  victories  were  owing  to  God  and  our 
lady  the  virgin.  Would  they  then  add  to  the  cala- 
mities of  their  country?  would  they  commit  new 
insurrections  and  excesses?  They  who  were  cry 
ing  out  for  justice,  and  were  eAger,  under  the  pre, 
text  of  exercising  it  for  themselves,  to  jullage,  and 
burn,  and  destroy,  were  not  inhabitants  of  Madrid, 
or  its  vicinity,  but  vagabonds,  who  having  fled 
from  their  own  magistrates,  took  shelter  in  the  me- 
tropolis. “Judge  no  one,”  it  said,  “for  that  renders 
you  liable  to  Sacrifice  many  innocent. — If  there 
have  been  among  us  any  traitors,  the  .supreme . tri- 
bunal will  avenge  their  crimes,  and  if  they  merit 
it,  cast  them  atvay,  as  unworthy  of  the  name  of 
Spaniards.  God  grant  that  thei'e  be  no  occasion  to 
draw'  the  sw'ord  of  justice!  Let  it  be  employed 
against  the  enemies  of  our  nation,  against  the  op- 
pressors of  our  liberty.”  In  another  part  of  this 
address,  the  council  ventured  even  to  pronounce 
their  own  eulogy. — “'I'hc  govern.mcnt  and  the  faiths 
fed  provinces,”  they  said,  “Would  be  filled  with 
iov,  wiien  tb.e  council  should  have  exhibited  before 

them  and  all  Europe,  tlie  constant  firmness  with  , _ 

which  the  first  nobility,  the  superior  tribunals,  and  1 of  them  direct  the  operations  of  the 


the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  had  sustained  their  cause, 
and  the  rights  of  the  throne.  Not  a few  individuals 
among  them  had  been  led,  by  fraud  and  force,  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  Spain,  and  though  without 
libertv,  and  exposed  to  the  severest  insults,  they  had 
proved  the  inflexibility  of  their  loyalty,  and  the 
religious  purity  of  their  opinions.”  And  then,  w ith- 
out  introducing  any  excuse  for  their  ow'n  baseness, 
th^y  bade  the  people  distrust  the  signatures  which 
had  been  circulated  among  them,  and  wait  w'ith 
patience  for  the  testimonies  of  their  conduct. 

A circular  address  in  the  same  spiri.,  was  sent, 
at  the  same  time,  to  the  provincial  juntas.  “The 
council,”  it  is  said,  “which  could  not  fail  to  be,  in  a 
great  degi’ee,  involved  in  the  consequences  of  the 
subjection  of  the  capital  availed  itself  of  the  first 
moments  of  liberty,  to  make  its  sentiments  known; 
these  could  not  but  correspond  with  the  immutable 
loyalty,  and  the  indeliable  love  of  justice,  Avhich  al- 
ways constituted  its  character,  and  had  gi'.ined  it, 
in  all  times,  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  This  it 
was  which  had  supported  them  in  the  midst  ot  the 
greatest  dangers,  and  added  firmness  to  the  coUf 
stancy  with  which  they  had  refused  to  recognize 
the  intruder  farther  than  circumstances  justified.” 
Affecting  them  to  believe  that  the  juntas  wdiich  it 
addressed  mu.st  be  convinced  of  tins,  the  council 
professed  its  readiness  to  co-operate  with  them  in 
any  plans  of  defence.  With  respect  to  measures  of 
another  kind,  wdiich  were  necessary  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country,  it  belonged  to  this  supreme  tri- 
bunal, said  the  address,  merely  to  rouse  and  excite 
the  national  authorities,  which  it  would  assist  with 
its  influence,  its  advice,  and  its  knowledge.  As  it 
was  not  possible,  under  the  existing  extraordinary 
circumstances,  to  adopt  the  expedients  pointed  otit 
by  the  laws  and  customs  of  Spain,  the  council 
would  not  occasion  any  delay  by  ill-timed  discus- 
sions, but  would  c-onfine  itself  for  the  present,  to 
the  indication  of  a measure  in  which  it  would  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction  concur — which  was,  th;it 
deputies  be  appointed  by  all  the  different  juptas, 
who  should  concur  on  this  most  important  object, 
and  make  such  an  arrangement,  that  aU  projects 
and  expedients,  proceeding  from  this  compion 
source  of  action,  might  be  as  expeditious  as  the 
end  in  view  required. 

A separate  letter  was  addressed  to  Palafox  (Aug  4) 
in  which,  after  the  same  apologetical  protestations, 
they  exhorted  him  to  contribute,  with  all  his  pow- 
er, to  the  safety  of  the  capital.  This  letter  was 
written  at  the  time  whpn  the  war  was  raging  with 
most  violence  in  the  heart  of  Zaragoza;  and  wlicn 
this  modern  Cip,  to  whom  it  was  addressed  had  lei- 
sure to  reply  to  it,  jt  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  the 
sight  of  tlie  ru  jns  and  slaughter  around  him  occa- 
sioned in  him  some  feelings  of  not  iinieasonahic  in- 
dignation. The  integrity  v.qth  which  the  council 
of  Castile,  he  said,  had  conducted  itself  in  other 
timesj  had  rendered  it  respectable,  even  in  foreign 
countries;  but,  in  these  mournful  circumsu.pces, 
in  which  Sp.ain  had  been  assailed  by  perfidy,  ilic 
rpost  enormous  tliat  the  iiistory  of  th.e  world  pre- 
sents, this  tribunal  has  not  fulfilled  Its  dut}  . Muuy 
of  the  individuals  wlio  compose  \t  have  estabiis{;ied 
.satisfactory  proofs  of  their  own  justification;  bur. 
others  suftering  themselves  tq  he  seduced  at  such 
a time  by  Prance,  or  perhaps  pr(.mp>ed  by  the  de- 
pravity of  their  own  hearts,  liaye  not  been  content 
to  remain  neuter;  they  have  even  sided  with  the 
most  cruel  enem.ies  of  their  country . “I  myself,”' 
said  Palafox,  “to  my  bitter  sorrow,  have  seen  some 


cnem's',  ana 
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appear  with  them  before  Zaragoza,  where  they 
wrote  treasonable  papers,  and  circulated  addresses 
which  are  a disgrace  to  the  Spanish  nation.  I know 
■well  that  the  council  was  not  at  liberty,  and 
that  after  the  outrages  of  the  French  in  Madrfd,  it 
Was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  being  the  mere 
executor  of  the  pleasure  of  that  most  execrable 
government;  but  had  it  only  once  expressed  the 
general  wish  of  the  ijatipn,  it  would,  by  such  an 
act,  have  given  more  importance  to  v/hat  was  trans-^ 
acting  in  the  provinces,  it  would  have  united  itself 
to  them  and  would  at  least  have  prevented  its  appa- 
rent sanction  of  those  detestable,  treacherous,  and 
false  proclamations.  To  this  there  seems  to  me  no 
insuperable  obstacle,  and  even  if  there  had  the  good 
of  the  whole  and  the  welhire  of  the  nation,  ought 
to  have  been  preferred  to  the  personal  interest  of 
any  individual.” 

The  council  next  published  an  elaborate  justifica 


to  a resolution  that  all  the  provinces  should  be  cal- 
led upon  to  raise  forces  in  proportion  to  their  popu- 
lation: the  number  of  the  whole,  according  to 
their  estimate,  might  amount  to  300,000.  After 
much  consultation,  however,  with  the  infante  Don 
Antonio,  and  with  persons  who  came  with  confi-r 
dential  instructions  from  Ferdinand  and  Cevallos, 
that  resolution  had  been  abandoned,  as  tending  to 
endanger  the  king's  person,  and  prematurely  to  put 
to  hazard  the  safety  and  independence  of  the  king- 
dom. Don  Antonio,  nevertheless,  engaged  to 
transmit  instructions  privately  to  the  cap  .ains  gene- 
ral of  the  provinces,  co  take  every  measure  consis- 
tent with  prudence  for  increasing  their  military 
force.  And  when  the  junta  of  the  g’overnment 
ordered  the  council  to  send  a circular  notice  to  all 
the  provincial  tribunals,  enjoining  ihem  m see  that 
the  most^^ordial  reception  was  given  to  the  French 
troops,  they  transmitted  a memorial  in  repiv,  expa. 


tion  of  their  proceedings,  from  the  time  of  the  jtiating  on  the  dangers  whicii  migh  resul . from  any 
affair  of  the  Escurial;  referring  to  the  firmness  | attempt  to  repress  the  high  ->pirit  pf  loyalty  anil 
with  which  they  had  then  protected  the  prince  and  i affection  cowards  Ferdinand,  with  which  the  peo- 
his  friends,  as  the  first  proof  of  their  good  conduct,  I pie  were  animated. 

in  the  most  delicate  circumstances  wherein  the  tri-  The  day  after  the  dreadful  massacre  of  Madrid, 


bunal  had  ever  been  placed.  When  the  French 
troops  entered  the  king  lorn  various  objects  had 
been  surmised — the  protection  of  Ferdinand,  the 


a memorial  had  been  laid  before  them  from  ihe  cap- 
tain-general of  Catalonia;  seating  the  means  to 
which  he  had  recourse  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of 


occupation  of  Portugal,  the  defence  of  the  coast,  j Barcelona,  and  requesting  their  sancrion.  Con 
the  conquest  of  a part  of  Africa,  wpre  talked  of;  ivinced  that  this  was  only  a pretext  on  his  part  to  ob- 
but  at  length,  suspicion  was  excited,  even  in  the  'tain  the  funds  necessary  for  procuring  arms,  they 
' 1 .1  . • immediately  sanctioned  his  proceeding,  without 

those  previous  inquiries  whicii  the  usual  forms  re- 
quired. They  had  . eceived  a decree  from  Murat„ 
directing  the  formation  of  a junta,  of  police,  having 
two  Frenchmen  for  its  commissaries:  they  had  rcr 
fused  to  obey,  quoting  the  law,  which  excludes  all 
foreigners  from  any  share  in  the  public  administra- 
tion of  justice:  thus  was  the  door  shut  against  the 
favorites  of  the  grand  duke;  thus  were  those  mis- 
chiefs obviated  which  must  have  come  upon  the 


most  unwary.  The  council  observed,  that  even  in 
times  of  great  security,  tlie  confidence  with  which 
these  troops  were  received  would  have  been  most 
imprudent,  both  on  account  of  their  number  and 
of  the  position  which  they  took;  above  all,  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  constant  maxim  of  not  receiv- 
ing the  forces  of  an  ally  superior  in  number  to  our 
own;  and  that  it  was  an  act  of  unexampled  weak- 
ness to  let  them  take  possession  of  the  fortresses. 
But  having  no  constitutional  controul  over  affairs 
of  this  nature,  it  had  been  compelled  to  dissemble 
its  inquietude,  especially  because  it  \imuld  have 
been  dangerous  to  manifest  any  apprehension  while 
a probability  remained  that  the  object  of  the  French 
might  be  generous,  and  that  they  intended  to  sup- 
port the  interests  of  Ferdinand. 

When  the  court  were  preparing  to  emigrate,  and 
had  ordered  the  troops  from  Madrid  to  escort  them, 
the  council  trembled  for  the  safety  of  the  prince, 
and  endeavpred  to  impede  or  retard,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  departure  of  the  soldiery,  that  they 
might  at  least  be  able  to  facilitate  his  escape,  for 
which  they  were  assured  that  secret  measures  had 
already  been  taken.  They  therefore  presented  a 
report  to  the  king  in  which  they  endeavoured  to 
make  him  abandon  his  design,  and  to  lessen  his 
confidence  in  his  favorite;  and  urged  him,  if  any 
extraordinary  measures  were  necessary,  that  he 
would  consult  with  a competent  number  of  well 
informed  subjects,  devoted  to  their  sovereign  and 
to  their  country;  adding,  that  iflhey  were  thought 
worthy  of  being  advised  with,  they  would  deliver 
their  opinion  briefly,  sincerely  and  faithfully,  hav- 
ing in  view  nothing  but  their  duty  to  God,  the 
king  and  the  people.  The  subsequent  events,  till 
tiie  departure  of  Ferdinand  for  Bayonne,  were  but 
too  well  known.  On  the  20th  of  April,  a printer 
informed  them  that  some  Frenchmen  had  request 
«xl  him  to  strike  off  copies  of  a proclamation,  si  gni- 
fying, that  the  royal  parents  were  about  to  re-as- 
cend  the  throne;  in  consequence  of  this  informa- 
tion, two,  Frenclimen,  who  stated  that  they  were 


state,  had  they  been  appointed;  and  Madrid  thus 
continued  under  her  own  magistrates.  When  they 
were  called  upon  to  acknowledge  Joseph  Bonaparte 
as  their  king  in  consequence  of  the  renunciation 
of  Ferdinand  and  his  parents,  they  argued,  that 
jsuch  a renunciation  was  altogether  nugatory,  and 
incompatible  with  the  laws  of  the  constitution:  it 
was  monstrous  to  suppose  that  the  royal  family 
could  give  away  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  or 
that  any  one  act  which  they  had  performed  could  be 
considered  binding,  on  account  of  the  time,  the 
situation  and  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed.  Once  however,  they  observed,  that 
supposing  t)ie  treaties  of  abdication  and  cession 
were  valid,  and  that  the  throne  devolved  to  a branch 
of  the  imperial  family,  it  was  tlieir  opinion  thattlie 
king  of  Naples,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  appeared  the 
fittest  for  it.  This  fact  indeed  was  too  notorious  to 
be  denied  or  dissembled,  and  it  invalidates  the 
whole  apology. 

When  they  were  called  upon  to  publish  the  decree 
for  convoking  the  assembly  at  Bayonne,  they  sus- 
pended its  publication,,  and  sent  in  a memorial  to 
the  gmid  duke,  Murat,  observing  that  their  body 
never  had  taken,  noi’  could,  according  to  the  laws, 
take  upon  itself  the  national  representation, — that 
these  were  consequently,  and  by  the  .same  laws, 
excluded  from  the  election  of  their  sovereign,— that 
whatever  change  took  place  in  the  succession  was 
entirely  th^  concern  of  the  nation;  and  that  when 
a succession  took  place,'  without  tlie  proper  forms, 
it  was  to  be  deemed,  according  to  the  actual  con;;ti- 


in  the  service  of  general  Groutchy,  were  arrested,  tutionof  the  monarchy,  null  and  void.  This  spirited 
and  put  in  confinement.  The  council  theif  came  I answer,  they  affirmed,  dfew  uppn  ffiem  m,uch 
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they,  ill  a situation  to  talk  of  this?  Long"  live  our 
king  and  indisputable  sovereign,  Ferdinand  Adi.  and 
long  live  his  august  brothers,  heirs  of  tlie  crown  af- 
ter his  attested  decease!  Why  anticipate  enquiries 
which  could  only  be  necessary  in  default  of  them? 
It  was  both  absurd  and  dangerous  to  dispute  about 
the  succession  in  cases  evidently  remote;  and  the 
provinces  ought  to  confine  themseh'es  to  avowing 
the  general  principle  of  hereditary  succession,  ac- 
cording to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  monarcliy. 

The  second  question  which  agitated  the  people, 
was  of  a different  natui'e: — Was  there  a necessity 
for  creating  a supreme  government  which  should 
unite  the  sovereign  authority  of  all  the  provinces, 
till  the  restitution  of  Ferdinand  to  his  throne?  Tiie 
junta  of  Seville  declared,  that,  from  the  beginning, 
they  had  been  persuaded  such  a supreme  govern- 
ment was  by  all  means  necessary,  and  that  without 
it  the  country  was  in  danger.  Many  juntas  and 
many  military  commanders  had  expressed  their 
conviction  of  this  truth  as  a conviction  arising 
from  the  indispensable  necessity  in  every  nation 
of  a civil  government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend 
to  the  happiness  of  *the  kingdom,  and  to  which 
the  military  may  be  subordinate. The  confi- 

dence of  the  nation,  the  public  funds,  and  the  ca- 
pitals of  individuals,  must  have  a civil  government 
for  their  support.  Without  it  the  military  power 
would  inevitably  be  compelled  to  employ  violence, 
with  the  view  of  acquiring  that  confidence  which  it 
never  could  attain,  and  getting  a command  of  those 
capitals  which  it  would  be  equally  impossible  for 
it  to  bring  within  its  grasp;  for  thus  it  would  ulti- 
mately destroy  that  public  prosperity  and  happiness 
which  ought  to  be  the  sole  object  of  every  govern- 
ment. Spain  had  derived  a lesson  of  wisdom  from 
the  history  of  past  ages,  and  had  never  thought  of 
appointing  a military  dictator.  Her  generals,  and 
the  fact  was  most  honorable  to  the  Spanish  name, 
had  been  the  first  to  embrace  with  the  utmost  cor- 
diality, a system  of  things  as  ancient  in  Spain  as  the 
monarchy  itself.  The  experience  of  these  times, 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  supreme  juntas, 
the  facility  and  abundance  with  wliich  pecuniary 
resources  had  been  placed  at  their  disposal,  the  he- 
roic loyalty  with  which  the  generals  and  the  armies 
had  acknowledged  and  obeyed  them,  and  tlie  happy 
issue,  thus  far,  of  their  civil  administration,  and  of 
the  military  enterprizes  which  they  had  directed, 
placed  in'the  most  conspicuous  light,  and  establish- 
ed, beyond  all  doubt,  this  fundamental  truth,  and 
most  essential  political  pinnciple.  But  wlio  was  to 
create  this  supreme  civil  government?  Who  were 
to  compose  it?  Where  should  be  its  place  of  resi- 
dence? What  the  extent  of  its  authority?  How 
might  it  be  established,  without  interrupting  the. 
public  tranquility,  and  producing  disunion  among 
the  different  provinces?  How  was  the  public  opin- 
ion to  be  so  regulated,  as  that  this  tranquility  could 
be  obtrdned  without  opposing  it,  and  all  nsk  of  dis- 
turbances obviated?  Tliese  were  the  important 
questions  to  be  examined.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  cortes  should  assemble,  that  the  council  of  Cas- 
tile should  convoke  them,  and  tlie  whole  proceed- 
ings be  executed  undei'-the  authority  of  that  tribu- 
nal. But  the  council  of  Castile  never  possessed 
the  right  of  convokingthecortes — why  then  should 
they  give  it  that  authoriity?  AVas  it  because  it  had 
lent  the  whole  weight  of  its  influence  to  the  usur- 
pation? Because  it  had  acted  in  opposition  to  those 
fundamental  laws  which  it  was  established  to  pre- 

serve  and  defend?  Because  it  had  afforded  eve;  y fa- 

iipon  this  point  were  well  known;  but  are  we,  said  icilily  to  the  enemy  to  usurp  the  sovereignty  oi'Spain, 


indignation,  and  they  were  even  tlireatened  with  a 
process  for  sedition, — but  they  admitted,  that,  at 
length,  confessing  themselves  influenced  by  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  president  of  the  assembly 
at  Bayonne,  and  likewise  by  the  request  of  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  they  ordered  the  documents  to  be  print- 
ed. “From  that  time  they  had  perhaps  greater 
.difficulties  to  struggle  with,”  they  added,  “than 
the  nation  was  aware  of  They  were  threatened 
with  the  loss  of  their  authority;  but  they  determin- 
ed to  yield  it  up  altogether,  rather  than  retain  it 
when  polluted.  Persecution,  banij^hment  and  death 
became  familiar  to  their  ears;  but  the  consciousness 
of  their  integrity  supported  them  amidst  all  their 
trials.  Such  was  the  state  of  affiiirs,  when  they  had 
the  unexpected  happiness  of  witnessing  the  sudden 
departure  of  the  French.  The  Omnipotent  Ruler 
of  human  events,  by  a supreme  act  of  his  Divine 
Providence,  delivered  the  council  from  the  immi- 
nent danger  which  hung  over  it,  thus  rewarding  the 
purity  of  its  intention,  and  the  unshaken  loyalty, 
which  it  had  preserved,  amidst  all  its  troubles  and 
all  its  difficulties.  Joseph  Bonaparte  departed  with 
his  army,  and  the  council  had  never  taken  the  oaths 
to  him,  never  been  introduced,  nor  on  any  occasion 
paid  him  even  those  honors  which  they  had  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  performing  as  marks  of  respect 
to  foreign  princes.” 

The  council  of  Castile  so  far  succeeded  in  its  ap- 
peal to  the  compassion  of  the  people,  that  its  weak 
members  were  pitied,  and  the  guilty  ones  remained 
unpunished.  Shocked  at  the  atrocities  of  the 
French  revolutionists,  the  Spanish  patriots  have  er- 
red on  the  side  of  clemency:  They  should  have 
censured  this  council  as  soon  as  a provisional  go- 
vernment was  formed,  and  have  displaced  all  its 
members,  as  men  who,  by  their  own  admission,  had 
failed  in  their  duty,  and  lent  their  aid  to  the  degra- 
dation and  subjugation  of  Spain.  Meantime,  the 
necessity  of  a central  government  was  felt  by  all  the 
provinces,  various  projects  were  talked  of,  and  the 
different  juntas  seemed  to  expect  the  decision  of 
that  of  Seville,  which,  not  less  from  the  wisdom  of 
its  measures  than  from  its  favorable  situation,  had 
hitherto,  in  some  degree,  been  regarded  as  the  lead- 
ing authority.  That  junta  published,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, a paper  of  great  importance.  Hitherto, 
they  said,  the  cause  of  tlie  Spaniards  had  been  pros- 
perous, and  nothing  could  impair  or  frustrate  their 
hopes  of  eventual  and  complete  success,  except  a 
V'ant  of  union  among  themselves.  Their  enemies 
were  anxious  to  foment  divisions.  Human  passions, 
personal  interests  ill  understood,  the  ignorance,  the 
weakness,  the  blindness  of  men,  might  perhaps  as- 
sist these  evil  designs,  destroy  a beginning  so  glo- 
rious, and  facilitate  and  consummate  the  ruin  of 
Spain.  This  they  were  endeavouring  to  guard 
against,  protesting,  before  God  and  man,  whose  aid 
they  invoked  with  all  fervency,  that  they  would 
write  nothing  but  what  was  dictated  by  the  love  of 
their  countiy,  for  the  preservation  of  their  king  and 
of  their  rights,  not  mingling  with  it  any  thing-  that 
appeared  to  partake  of  passion,  of  interest,  or  of 
any  other  personal  motive;  but  being  al\va}’s  ready 
to  hear  the  opinions  of  the  othpr  provinces,  and  to 
amend  their  own  errors,  whenever  it  had  been  shown 
that  they  had  committed  any.  The  chief  care  should 
be  to  avoid  whatever  was  not  absolutely  necessarj’’, 
^nd  might  serve  to  sow  the  seeds  of  disunion;  of  this 
nature  were  all  discussions  concerning  the  royal 
house,  and  tlie  order  of  succession  in  the  different 
families  which  derived  a riglit  from  it.'  The  laws 
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to  destroy  the  hereditary  succession  of  the  crown, 
and  the  dynasty  leg-ally  in  possession.^  Because  it 
had  recog-nized  and  seated  on  the  throne  a foreign- 
er destitute  even  of  the  shadow  of  a title  to  it;  for 
it  tvas  incontrovertibly  manifest,  that  the  renuncia- 
tion of  Charles  IV.  could  give  him  no  such  claim? 
What  confidence  could  the  Spanish  nation  place  in 
a government  convoked  by  an  authority,  incompe- 
tent, illegal  and  guilty  of  acts  which  might  justly 
be  ranked  with  the  most  atrocious  crimes  against 
their  country?  But  the  council  of  Castile  being 
thus  excluded  from  all  consideration,  who  was  to 
convoke  the  cortes?  It  was  the  peculiar  and  ex- 
clusive prerogative  of  the  king  to  summon  them; — 
the  provinces  would  not  submit  to  any  other  autho- 
rity; they  would  not  unite:  thus,  therefore,  there 
would  be  no  cortes,  or  if  a few  deputies  should  as- 
semble, that  very  circumstance  would  occasion  di- 
visions in  Spain  the  very  evil  which  all  were  anxi- 
ous to  avoid.  Besides,  some  of  the  cities  which 
have  votes  in  the  cortes,  had  neither  undertaken 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  nor  even  their  own 
defence,  nor  had  they  made  any  effort  to  defend  it 
in  their  corporate  capacities.  With  due  respect  for 
them  and  their  rights,  still  it  was  necessary  that  the 
truth  should  plainly  be  spoken;  and  certainly,  in 
not  referring  to  these  forms  they  had  acted  prudent- 
ly, and  with  a due  observance  of  law.  The  king- 
dom found  itself  suddenly  without  a king  and  with- 
out a government — a situation  unknown  to  its  his- 
tory, and  to  its  laws.  The  people  legally  resumed 
tlie  power  of  appointing  a g-overnment — ^this  truth 
had  been  avowed  by  various  supreme  juntas.  They 
created  these  juntas  without  any  regard  to  the  cities 
which  had  votes  in  the  cortes.  The  legitimate 
power  was  therefore  lodged  in  these  juntas;  in  vir- 
tue of  that  po  vver  they  had  governed,  and  were  still 
governing  with  real  authority,  and  had  been,  and 
still  were,  universally  acknowledged  and  obeyed. 
Their  sicuation  had  not  changed;  the  danger  still 


would  be  the  duty  of  those  deputies  to  observe  them, 
and  to  represent  and  support  the  claims  of  their 
provinces,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  public 
weal.  If  thei’e  were  one  of  the  royal  family  capable 
of  presiding  in  the  supreme  government,  he  and 
no  other,  ought  to  be  appointed  to  that  office:  but 
if  there  were  no  person  of  the  blood-royal,  then  it 
must  elect  a person  from  its  own  body;  and,  to  ob- 
viate all  danger  the  presidency  should  be  only  for 
such  a limited  time  as  might  seem  be.^t.  The  juntas 
would  appoint  a place  tor  the  seat  of  government, 
which  the  g-overnment  might  afterwai  ds  change, 
by  a majority  of  votes.  It  ought  to  be  at  a distance 
from  all  the  dangers  of  war,  and  sb.ould  possess 
other  local  advantages.  Seville  possessed  ail  those 
advantages,  but  had  no  anxiety  to  be  elected,  and 
most  cordially  sacrificed  all  her  claims.  The  junta 
of  that  city  would  however,  frankly  state,  that  in 
their  opinion.  La  Mancha  was  most  convenient  for 
the  seat  of  government,  and  especially,  either  the 
city  of  Ciudad  Real  or  Almagro. 

The  system  thus  recommended  by  the  junta  of 
Seville  was  adopted;  yet  their  advice  was  unfortu- 
nate, if  not  unwise,  and  the  reasons  upon  which 
they  grounded  it  were  inconclusive;  for,  to  the 
question,  who  sltould  convoke  the  cortes,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary  to  observe  all  the  forms 
of  government,  in  a country  whose  government 
had  been  suddenly  destroyed,  there  was  a ready 
answer.  Ferdinand  had  expressed  his  wdll  that  it 
should  be  convoked,  in  a decree  addressed  to  the 
royal  council  in  the  first  instance,  and,  in  case  tliey 
could  not  put  it  into  effect,  to  any  chancery  or 
audience.  What  farther  formality  could  be  requir- 
ed? Assuredly  also,  the  people  were  qualified  to 
elect  a cortes  by  the  same  right  in  virtue  of  which 
they  had  elected  the  juntas, — the  right  of  self  pre- 
servation; the  right  of  appointing  a government 
when  they  w-ere  without  one;  the  right  which  is 
inherent  in  every  people  to  recover,  maintain  and 
establish  their  freedom.  The  name  and  the  nominal 


existea:  no  new  authority  had  been  supervened — 
the  lawful  authority,  therefore,  resided  entire  in  thej  authority  of  Ferdinand,  served  indeed  as  a rallying 
juntas  which  the  people  had  created,  and  to  which]  point  for  the  Spaniards,  and  prevented  the  possi- 
they  had  confided  it.  It  w-as  therefore  incontestable  i bility  of  dissensions.  A circumstance  sufficiently- 
that  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  electing  those ! similar  to  be  remembered  as  a precedent,  had  oc- 
who  were  to  compose  the  supreme  government  was  [ curred  in  the  history  of  the  Portuguese,  who,  in 
vested  in  the  supreme  juntas.  And  whom  should  j their  struggle  against  the  first  usurpation  of  the 
they  elect?  Most  certainly  individuals  of  their  own  { Castilians  fought  in  the  name  of  an  infante  wlio 
body;  for  they  alone  derived  their  power  from  the  was  then  a prisoner  in  Castile.  By  the  fiction  of 
people;  and  in  them  the  nation  had  reposed  entii-e  supposing  Ferdinand  to  be  their  king,  they  post- 


confidence. Should  any  other  persons  be  chosen;, 
they  would  possess  neither  the  consent  nor  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  Hence,  if  there  were  any 
province  in  which  the  military  power  subsisted 
alone,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  a supreme 
junta*  should  be  constituted  there,  by  which  the 
people  might  act;  this  being  indispensable  in  order 
to  concentrate  the  legitimate  ])Ower  of  the  people; 
for,  under  the  present  circumstances,  the  supreme 
government  could  not  be  legitimate,  unless  it  origi- 
nated in  their  free  consent. 

Tile  junta  of  Seville  was  therefore  of  opinion  tliat 
all  the  supreme  juntas  meeting  on  the  same  day, 
should  elect  each  from  its  own  membei's,  two 
deputies,  to  form  the  supreme  government; — 
the  persons  so  elected  should,  from  that  moment, 
be  acknowledged  and  obeyed  as  the  governors-ge- 
neral  of  the  kingdom.  The  supreme  juntas  ought 
nevertheless  to  be  continued  until  the  termination 
of  the  present  state  of  things,  being  invested  with 
the  internal  management  of  their  respective  pro- 
vinces, but  under  clue  subordination  to  the  general 
government.  They  ought  to  give  instructions  to 
heir  deputies  constituting  that  government,  and  it 


poned  the  difficult  and  dangerous  task  of  forming  a 
new  government;  but  it  was  no  more  than  a fiction, 
and  the  difficulty  was  only  postponed  by  it,  sure 
to  recur  at  last.  For  the  most  sanguine  friends 
of  that  prince  could  scarcely  thinlt  it  possible  that 
either  he  or  any  of  his  family  could  ever  return 
from  the  place  of  their  imprisonment.  There  were 
therefore,  persons  who,  when  they  considered  the 
miserable  mis-goyefnment  by.  which  Spain  and 
Portugal  had  been  weakened  and  degraded,  during 
so  many  generations^  wished  that  both  nations 
had  taken  their  stand  upon  lof  ier  ground,  that  they 
had  given  up  tfie  weak  and  unworthy  dynasties  of 
which  they  l^acf  .so  unexpectedly  been  rid— dynas- 
ties equally  weak,  unworthy  and  contemptible  in 
their  remotest  branches — and  united  themselves  in  a 
federal  commonive.alth.  This  form  of  government 
is  peculiarly  adapted  to  vSpain,  because  of  its  pre- 
vious division  into  different  kingdoms,  with  differ- 
ent laws,  and  it  would  remove  all  objections  to  a 
union  between  tlie  two  countries.  Had  they  pror 
claimed  a revoluvion  upon  these  principles,  it  is 
possible  that  the. English  government  might,  for  a 
time,  have  v.’ithheld  its  assistance  from  tiiem;  but 
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it  13  not  less  possible  that  they  mig-ht  have  found 
allies  in  France  itself.  So  bold  a resolution,  in- 
deed, though  the  people  might  readily  have  acqui- 
esced in  it,  was  not  to  be  expected,  and  some  bene- 
fit in  the  early  part  of  the  struggle,  undoubtedly 
arose  from  their  attachment  to  Ferdinand,  the  prin- 
ciple of  personal  loyalty  being  to  patriotism,  what 
image  worship  is  to  piety.  This  political  idolatry 
might  safely  be  permitted  while  the  idol  was  at  a 
distance;  and  the  Spaniards,  by  assembling  thecor- 
tes,  might  constitutionally  have  strengthened  their 
cause  With  all  the  resources  of  a popular  govern- 
ment. The  provisional  government  which  was  now 
adapted  had  none  of  these  advantages,  notwith- 
standing the  primary  derivation  of  its  authority 
from  the  people.  Neitlier,  indeed,  w^ere  the  provin- 
cial juntas ^o  much  chosen  by  the  people  in  the  first 
instance,  as  they  were  recognized  by  it  after  they 
had  constituted  themselves: — They  were  chiefly 
composed  of  men  w'hose  influence  arose  from  their 
rank  or  property,  w'hose  sanction  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  exciting  the  nation  to  take  arms,  but 
among  whom  it  was  little  likely  that  the  genius  ne- 
cessary for  directing  a country  in  such  times  w'ould 
be  found; — men,  too,  who,  from  the  very  circum- 
stance of  their  possessing  those  adventitious  ad- 
vantages, were  liable  to  be  tempted  by  the  intruder 
at  the  easiest  price,  and  who,  it  might  not  unrea- 
sonably be  suspected,  if  they  found  the  patriotic 
cause  declining,  would  be'  disposed  to  listen  to  his 
overtures.  Subsequent  events  have  shown  with 
how  much  reason  this  was  to  be  feared.  A cortes 
would  have  been  the  best  security  against  this 
danger;  it  would  have  realised  all  the  benefits  to 
the  nation  which  the  intruder  falsely  promised;  and 
it  would  have  opposed  the  tyrant  with  that  energy 
of  which  free  governments  alone  ai*e  capable,  and 
with  that,  which,  of  all  things,  he  dreaded  most — 
the  principles  of  freedom. 

The  temporary  expedient  of  a central  junta  was 
preferred:  they  chose  the  palace  of  Aranjuez  for 
the  place  of  their  sittings,  and  there  the  ceremony 
of  installation  was  performed,  on  the  25th  of  Sep 
tember.  The  archbishop  of  Laodicea,  coadjutor  of 
the  archbishop  of  Seville,  and  one  of  the  deputies 
from  the  junta  of  that  province,  celebrated  mass, 
and  administered  to  each  of  the  appointed  members 
an  oath  of  fidelity,  having  previously  in  their  pre- 
sence, taken  it  himself. 

Count  Florida  Blanca  was  appointed  president 
ad  interim^  and  his  first  act  was  again  to  proclaim 
Ferdinand  from  the  front  of  the  palace.  The  gates 
of  the  palace  had  been  closed  since  the  departure 
of  Charles  for  Bayonne,  and  were  now  first  opened, 
and  the  ceremony  of  thus  proclaiming  Ferdinand  in 
the  favorite  residence  of  his  ancestors, — the  scene 
of  his  own  childhpoci, — the  place  where,  four 
months  ago,  he  had  been  acclaimed  king — he,  who 
was  now  a prisoner,  in  the  po\^'pr  of  the  tyrant, 
who  had  betrayed  him— -and  in  a foreign  land, — af- 
fected the  venerable  nobleman  who  first  pronounc- 
ed his  name,  to  tears,  and  excited  thoughts  of  poig- 
nant soiTOW  and  indignation  in  the  multitude, 
which  heightened  and  hallowed  the  entliusiasm 
with  which  they  repeated  it. 

The  central  junta  thus  peaceably  established  and 
unanimously  recognized  by  the  nation,  began  its  ad- 
mini.stration  with  the  fiiirest  pfomises.  But  it  soon 
afforded  an  ominous  proof,  that,  however  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  soine  of  its  members  might  be, 
the  majority  were  either  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
freedom,  or  ready  to  betniy  it;  for,  after  haying  cal- 
led for  tlie  advice  cf  every  individual  who  thought 


himself  qualified  to  give  it,  respecting  reforms  io 
the  government,  they  issued  an  edict,  prohibiiing 
the  circulation  of  all  books,  pamphlets  or  papers, 
printed  without  the  names  of  their  respective  au- 
thors. Their  measures  for  prosecuting  the  war 
were  as  little  correspondent  to  the  plans  which  they 
had  proclaimed.  A miliiaiy  junta  of  five  generals 
was  formed  at  Madrid,  that  the  central  government, 
freed  from  the  anxiety  of  directing  the  campaign, 
might  give  their  undivided  attention  to  the  means 
of  raising  and  supporting  the  armies  and  the  civil 
affairs.  Castanos  and  Morla  were  members  of  thi.s 
council  of  war:  the  people  had  confidence  in  both: 
but  Morla  was  a traitor  in  his  heart;  ^nd  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  if  nothing  effective  proceeded 
from  a council  in  which  he  bore  a leading  part. — _ 
The  spirit  of  the  people  remained  the  same;  yet  by 
the  formation  of  a regular  government,  they  were 
rather  weakened  than  strengthened;  for  that  confi- 
dence which  every  province  had  till  now  felt  in  it- 
self, in  its  own  measures,  and  in  its  own  exertions, 
gave  way,  in  some  degi’ce,  to  a feeling  of  dependent 
reliance  upon  the  central  junta.  The  nation  was  rea- 
dy for  any  sacrifices,  any  efforts,  but  it  waited  to  be 
called  upon;  and  the  provincial  and  subordinate 
juntas,  losing  their  consequence,  lost  a great  por- 
tion of  their  activity. 

Bonaparte  having  ordered  a conscription  of 
160,000  conscripts,  set  his  troops  in  motion  for 
Spain,  and  provided  for  all  that  which  might  be  de- 
manded by  the  contingencies  of  war,  set  out  from 
Paris  for  Spain,  without  waiting  for  the  answer  to 
an  overture  for  a negociation  with  the  British  gov- 
ernment, in  like  manner  as  he  had  hastened  to  meet 
the  Prussians,  leaving  lord  Lauderdale  to  dispute 
with  his  ministers^  about  the  basis  of  a negociation 
in  the  autumn  of  1806.  With  his  usual  celerity, 
having  set  out  from  Rambouillet  30th  October,  he 
arrived  at  Bayonne  3d  November,  and  on  the  5th, 
accompanied  by  a reinforcement  of  12,000  men,  he 
joined  his  brother  Joseph  at  Vittoria. 

In  time  of  peace  Bonaparte  has  proper  perscris 
employed  to  furnish  him  with  the  most  correct  to- 
pographical maps  of  diflerent  territories,  on  a great 
scale:  by  which  means,  being  acquainted  by  his 
generals,  with  the  relative  positions  of  the  oppo- 
site armies;  he  is  enabled  to  give  general  directions, 
even  at  a great  distance.  The  campaign  had  been 
opened  a few  days  before  his  arrival,  accoiciing  to 
his  directions. 

It  would  not  serv^  any  purpose  either  of  amuse- 
ment or  instruction  to  enter  into  a detail  of  the 
jneans  by  which  the  first  military  commander  in 
the  present,  and  one  of  the  greatest  of  any  age,  at 
the  head  of  a numerous,  well  equipped,  and  veteran 
army,  accustomed  to  conquer,  and  of  which  t!ie 
different  divisions  were  also  undeg^the  orders  of  die 
ablest  generals, — it  would  be  idle  in  the  present 
period  of  striking  events  following  each  other  in 
rapid  succession,  to  detail  the  steps  by  which  such 
a commander,  with  such  an  army,  through  the 
boldness  of  his  tactics,  the  con  binalion  of  his  move- 
ments, and  the  rapidity  of  his  marches,  defeated^ 
armies  scarcely  yet  organized,  chiefly  composed  of 
new  levies,  without  being  properly  equipped,  with 
out  regular  supplies  of  provisions,  and  extended 
over  too  large  a space  of  ground,  without  sufficient- 
ly strengthening  the  line  of  their  communications. 
When  Bonaparte  put  himself  at  the  head  of  lhe 
French  armies  in  Spain,  ilicy  amounted  to  not  less 
dian  200,000  men.  T'ie  head  quarters  were  at 
Vittoria.  Tlie  left  wing,  under  Moncey  (duke  of 
Coinegliano)  wa.s  posted  along  the  banks  of  the 
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Arragon  and  the  Ebro,  having  its  head  quarters  at 
Rafalla.  Ney  (duke  of  Elchingen)  was  with  his 
division  at  Guardia:  Bessieres  ( duke  of  Istria)  at 
Miranda,  part  of  his  troops  garrisoning  Pancorbo. 
General  Merlin,  with  one  division,  occupied  the 
heights  of  Durango,  and  defended  the  heights  of 
Mondragon,  from  the  threatened  attack  of  the 
Spaniards.  Castanos,  in  order  to  concentrate  his 
forces,  and  cover  the  province  of  Arragon,  quitted 
the  line  of  the  Ebro,  and  posted  himself  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Arragon,  forming  a line  from  Sanguessa 
to  Villafranca,  and  leaving  2,500  men  at  Logrona. 
His  right  wing  touched  the  left  of  Palafox’s  army; 
but  their  united  forces  did  not  exceed  20,000  men. 
The  armies  of  Estremadura  and  Murcia,  computed 
at  30,000,  were  in  the  centre,  opposed  to  the  French 
on  the  Ebro:  they  expected  to  be  joined  by  the  Bri- 
tish under  sir  John  Moore  and  sir  David  Baird, 
whose  effective  force  amounted  to  28,000.  Blake’s 
army  was  now  estimated  at  35,000.  The  whole  force 
therefore,  to  be  opposed  to  the  French  200,000, 
was  only  113,000,  if  the  British  had  j pined.  The 
first  object  of  the  French  was  to  prevent  this  junc- 
tion. In  a series  of  actions  from  the  31st  October, 
Blake,  notwithstanding  some  unsuccessful  conflicts 
was  driven  from  post  to  post:  from  Durango  to 
Guenas:  from  Guenas  to  Valmaseda:  from  Yalmase- 
da  to  Epinosa.  Never,  indeed,  did  soldiers  endure 
greater  privations;  several  days  they  were  continual- 
ly exposed  in  the  open  air,  during  rainy  nights  and 
the  most  inclement  weather;  they  were  all  without 
bats,  great  part  of  them  without  clothes  or  shoes: 
and  they  were  whole  days  without  food.  Yet  under 
all  these  sufferings,  not  a murmur  of  dissatisfaction 
was  heard,  and  they  manifested  no  other  wish 
than  that  of  contributing  to  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy  and  the  safety  of  the  country.  Blake  at  length 
attempted  to  collect  the  scattered  remains  of  his 
army  at  Reynosa:  but  on  the  11th  November  he 
was  suddenly  attapked  both  jn  his  centre  and  on 
the  two  wings;  and  he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in 
Asturias.  But  ail  credit  is  due  to  this  gallant  lit- 
tle army:  no  men  ever  behaved  more  valiantly,  nor 
with  more  determined  patriotism.  Without  caval- 
ry, without  clothing,  almost  without  food,  they 
fought  battle  after  battle,  against  troops  always  su- 
perior in  numbers  and  discipline,  and  v/hose  losses 
were  always  repaired  fey  fresh  reinforcements.  Nor 
was  there  one  circumstance  of  disgrace  attending 
their  defeat:  there  was  no  capitulation:  no  surren- 
der of  larg-e  bodies  or  of  strong  places:  the  ground 
on  which  they  fought  was  won  by  the  French,  and 
this  was  all  that  they  won. 

While  the  French  were  thus  successful  again  it 
Blake,  they  quietly  suffered  the  Estramaduran 
army,  consisting  of  Walloon  and  Spanish  guards, 
a few  regiments  of  the  line,  and  the  students  of  the 
universities  of  Leon  and  Salamanca,  under  the 
cpmmand  of  the  young  count  Belvedere,  to  take 
possession  of  Burgos.  Here  the  Frencff  cavalry 
under  Bessieres  and  tlie  infantry  under  Soult  at- 
tacked him.  (Nov.  10.)  Twice  they  were  repulsed, 
nor  was  it  till  after  a third  action  had  been  obsti- 
nately contested  for  thirteen  hours,  that  the  French 
by  their  superiority  in  numbers,  and  especially  m 
cavalry,  were  successful.  The  count,  with  the 
wreck  of  his  army,  fled  to  Lerma  and  thence  to 
Aranda.  j 

The  armies  of  the  north  of  Spain  and  of  Estra- 
madura  being  tlius  routed,  the  central  army  under 
Castanos  became  the  next  object  of  attack.  From 
Burgos,  wliere  Bonaparie  had  now  established  his 
head  quarters,  Ney  and  Victor  (duke  of  Belluno) 


were  dispatched  to  take  post  behind  him,  while 
Lasnes  (duke  of  Montebello)  should  attack  him 
with  30,000  men  in  front.  Upon  advice  of  tliis, 
Castanos  fell  back,  without  any  loss,  to  a position 
extending  from  Tarragona  to  Tudela.  On  the  23d 
Lasnes  qame  up  with  the  Spaniards,  whom  he  found 
posted  with  their  right  before  Tudela  and  their  left 
occupying  a line  a league  and  a half;  a position^ 
says  the  French  bulletin,  altogether  faulty.  Casta- 
net had  also,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Palafox  and 
the  representative  of  the  junta,  neglected  to  secure 
some  commanding  heights,  of  which  the  French 
possessed  themselves.  Yet  the  action  was  well 
contested.  On  the  right,  the  Spaniards  had  the  ad- 
vantage, but  their  centre  was  broken,  and  the 
French  cavalry  passing  through,  came  in  the  rear 
of  the  pursuing  wdng,  and  decided  the  fate  of  the 
day.  According  to  the  French  account  4000  Span- 
iards either  fell  in  the  field  or  perished  in  the  Ebro, 
and  nearly  as  many  more  were  made  prisoners;  a 
number  probably  not  much  exaggerated,  as  Casta- 
nos states  his  loss  to  be  very  considerable.  Casta- 
nos retreated  to  Borga  and  ihen  to  Calatagud:  not 
finding  sufficient  subsistence  for  his  anny  at  this 
place,  he  next  marched  to  Siguenza.  The  total  de- 
feat of  Castano  had  compelled  Palafox  to  fall  back 
to  Zaragoza,  the  defence  of  that  city  being  the  ob- 
ject for  which  he  was  especially  to  provide,  The 
scurrilous  manner  in  which  this  was  stated  in  the 
bulletins  evinced  how  deeply  this  noble  Spaniard 
had  wounded  the  emperor’s  pride.  “A  fellow  cal- 
led Palafox,”  he  said,  “formerly  a garde-de-corps, 
a man  without  talent  and  without  courage,  a kind 
of  insignificant  monk,  the  fit  head  of  a party,  which 
gave  him  the  name  of  general,  was  the  first  to  take 
flight:— it  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  acted  in 
that  manner — he  had  done  so  on  all  occasions.” — 
Such  language  proved  only  the  innate  baseness  of 
the  heart  from  which  it  proceeded.  The  confident 
manner  in  which  this  extraordinary  man  had  spok- 
en of  the  limited  resources  of  Arragon;  his  denun- 
ciations of  vengeance  against  the  mighty  chief  of 
the  French  empire,  whom  he  professed  to  hold  per- 
sonally responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  Spanish 
princes,  his  religious  zeal,  his  loyalty,  tlie  whole 
tenor  of  his  language,  whether  addressed  to  his  fol- 
lowers or  the  council  of  Castile  could  not  but  ex-^ 
cite  the  hatred  of  Bonaparte:  and  this  , was  the  way 
lie  chose  to  gi'atify  his  feelings. 

B}’  the  battle  of  Tudela  the  road  was  laid  open  to 
Madrid.  On  the  29th  Nov.  a division  of  the  French 
army,  under  the  command  of  general  Victor,  ar- 
rived at  the  pass  of  the  Sierra  Morena,  called  Puer^ 
to.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  defended  with 
much  spirit.  The  French  were  soon  successful, 
and  on  the  1st  of  December,  advanced  parts  of  their 
cavalry  appeared  before  Madrid.  Now  was  the  time 
for  that  city  to  have  emulated  Zaragoza;  and  the 
spirit  was  not  wanting  in  the  people,  had  there  been 
a man  like  Palafox  to  have  directed  them.  The  in- 
habitants breathed  a determined  spirit  of  resistance: 
they  began  to  erect  batteries,  to  barricade  the 
streets,  tear  up  the  pavements  and  carry  the  stones 
to  the  tops  of  the  houses.  But  it  was  in  vain.  They 
had  previously  been  sold  by  Morla  and  the  prince  of 
Castlefranco. ' J'be  enemy  was  beaten  back  several 
times:  but  on  the  3d,  tliey  were  in  possession  of  the 
gate  of  Alcala;  and  also  of  the  Reteiro,  the  redoc- 
tion  of  whicli  place  cost  them  very  dear.  The  junta 
then  hoisted  a white  flag,  which  the  people  pulled 
down,  persisting  in  their  resolution  to  defend  the 
city.  Bessieres  sent  his  aid-de-camp  to  summon  the 
town:  he  was  seized  by  the  populace,  and  would 
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have  been  killed,  if  the  soldiers  had  not  protected 
him.  On  the  fourth  a second  suinmon  arrived,  and 
in  the  evenini^  Morla  aiid  Don  Dertrando  Vriarte 
\Yaited  on  Berth ier,  and  were  introduced  by  him  to 
Bonaparte,  who  told  them,  that  if  the  city  did  not 
tender  its  submission  by  fivie  or  six  o’clock  next 
morning-,  it  would  be  taken  by  assault  and  every 
one  found  with  ai*ms  in  his  hands  be  put  to  the 
sword.  Bonaparte,  with  affected  magnanimity, 
extended  his  clemency  to  the  degraded  deputation 
from  the  junta.  To  conceal  their  Concert  with 
him,  and  at  the  same  time  to  gratify  his  splenetic 
humor,  he  cunningly  taunted  Morla  for  his  former 
perfidy,  in  breaking  the  capitulation  with  Dupont. 
*‘The  English  (said  he)  are  not  renowned  for  good 
faith:  but  having  agreed  to  tlie  convention  of  Cintraj 
they  observed  it.” 

During  the  night,  those  persons  who  had  come 
from  the  country  to  defebd  Madrid,  and  those  of  the 
inhabitants  who  were  more  zealous  in  the  cause  of 
liberty,  left  a place  where  they  were  no  longer  at 
liberty  to  exert  themselves;  and  at  ten  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th  general  Belliard  took  the  command 
of  the  city.  The  mockery  of  a capitulation  was  not 
observed  by  Morla,  till  some  days  after  the  French 
were  masters  of  Madrid.  It  was  then  stipulated 
that  no  religion  should  be  tolerated  except  the  Ca- 
tholic: tliat  no  persons  were  to  be  molested  for  their 
political  opinions:  that  the  Spanish  were  to  inarch 
out  with  the  honors  of  war,  &c.  &c.  This  last  ar- 
ticle was  scarcely  necessary,  for  a few  of  the  soldiers 
remained  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Castillar  and  all 
the  military  officers  of  rank,  refused  to  enter  into 
any  terais,  and  with  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
and  16  guns,  had  marched  out  of  the  city  on  the 

hight  of  the  fourth  and  made  their  escape. 

Morla’s  fortune  and  military  rank  were  preserved 
to  him.  The  same  indulgence  w'as  shown  to  his 
Associate,  who,  having  joined  him  in  betraying  their 
country,  did  not  disdain  to  live  under  the  protection 
of  the  usurper.  Morla,  in  a circular  letter,  addres- 
sed to  the  Andalusians,  endeavored  to  draw  them 
over  to  the  side  of  king  Joseph,  who,  he  told  them. 
Was  a man  of  great  mildness  and  humanity  of  dispo- 
sition. Thus  did  this  traitor  bely  all  his  former  pa- 
triotism, and  render  himself  an  object  of  contempt 
as  long  as  history  shall  endure. 

(to  BE  CONTINUED.) 


College  of  South  Carolina 

On  IMonday  the  2d  ult.  was  celebrated  the  com- 
mencement of  the  South  Carolina  .College  at  Colum- 
bia. 

Exclusive  of  the  performances  of  the  day,  this 
anniversary  was  rendered  brilliant  and  trulv  interest- 
ing, from  the  singular  attention  paid  to  this  rising 
institution  by  its  generous  founders  and  patrons  the 
members  of  the  legislature. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  a token  of  their  appro- 
bation, and  publicly  lending  their  sanction  to  the 
occasion,  both  houses  of  the  legislature  were  ad- 
journed. 

The  procession,  which  added  so  much  grandeur 
to  this  day,  was  commenced  in  front  of  the  college 
by  the  students,  with  Mr.  Maxey,  the  president 
of*  the  college  and  the  rest  of  the  faculty,  at  their 
liead.  From  College  it  proceeded  to  the  governor’s 
house,  where  it  was  joined  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  and  the  rest  of  the  trustees  of  the  college, 
i'lie  procession  then  proceeded  to  the  state  house 
and  waited  on  the  members  of  botli  branches  of  tlie 
legislature. 


The  order  of  the  procession  was  as  follows: 

The  senate,  preceded  by  their  president,  the  ho- 
norable Samuel  Warren,  vested  in  robes  of  state, 
commenced  the  procession. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
with  their  speaker,  the  honorable  John  S.  Richard- 
son, likewise  in  robes  of  state,  at  their  head,  fol- 
lowed next. 

His  excellency  John  Drayton,  governor  and  com- 
mander in  chief,  followed  by  the  trustees,  came  next 
in  the  procession. 

The  faculty,  at  the  head  of  the  students  of  the 
college  closed  the  procession. 

i In  this  order  the  procession  moved  from  the 
state  house  to  the  college  chapel.  No  prospect 
Could  be  so  elegant,  or  so  animated  to  the  feelings 
of  the  patriot.  Here  were  the  constituted  authori- 
ties leading  on  the  rising  hope  of  our  country,  and 
giving  their  sanction  to  the  laudable  exertions  of 
youth. 

The  graduates  on  this  occasion,  acquitted  them- 
selves with  honor,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
a numerous  and  brilliant  assembly. 

But  what  principally  arrested  the  attention  of 
the  learned  was  the  eloquent  and  masterly  farew'ell 
adch*ess  of  the  president  to  the  graduates  who 
were  about  quitting  college.  Whether  we  consi- 
der the  s.-^ntiments,  style  or  the  energetic  and  forci- 
ble delivery  of  this  address,  it  must  be  pronounced 
a complete  and  truly  finished  jierformance.  It  Was 
highly  impressive  on  the  surrounding  audience, 
and  it  is  presumed  the  wholesome  instruction  and 
rules  of  conduct  through  life,  which  it  contained, 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  to  wdiom  it  was 
addressed.  Such  is  the  present  flourishing  state  of 
the  college,  that  we  have  reason  to  congratulate' 
ourselves  on  that  degree  of  learning  and  refinement 
to  which  our  state  is  fast  approaching. 

While  our  legislature  continues  its  liberality,  the 
time  is  not  very  distant,  when  our  college  shall  stand, 
pre-eminently  conspicuous  amongst  the  best  insth. 
tutions  of  the  Union.  ^Communicated?^ 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  6. — Mr.  Quincy  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  Vermont  mineral  factory  com- 
pany, stating  that  they  had  established  a manufac- 
tory of  copperas,  equal  they  believe,  to  the  sup- 
ply of  the  consumption  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  that  such  a rate  of  duty  may  be  laid  upon 
imported  copperas  as  may  to  them  appear  expedient. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Gold  presented  the  petition  of  the  Union  Ma-» 
nufacturing  Company  of  Oneida  county,  in  the 
state  of  New-York,  complaining  of  their  want  of 
a certain  kind  of  wire  used  in  their  manufactory  of 
woollen  cloth,  and  praying  for  leave  to  import  it. 
RefeiTed. 

Mr.  Williams  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  authorising  a detachment  of, 
the  militia  of  the  United  States.  [The  detachment 
is  proposed  to  consist  of  100,000  men.]  Twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  mounted 
rangers;  the  bill  making  ajipropriations  for  the  mi- 
litary establishment;  the  bill  making.appropiations 
for  the  navy;  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  additional  military  force,  were  severally  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Condit  said,  that  it  might  not  be  considered 
that  tliose  who  voted  yesterda}  against  the  passage 
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of  the  bill  for  classing*  and  arming’  the  militia,  were 
unfriendly  to  arming  the  militia,  and  believing  there 
was  a considerable  majority  of  the  house  in  favor 
of  arming,  he  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

** Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  militarj*  affairs 
be  directed  to  report  a bill  making  provision  for 
arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States,” 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm,  disabled  and  su- 
perannuated officers,  was  then  taken  up  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  passed  to  a third  reading — 
ayes  54— nays  38, 

Friday,  February  7- — Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of  John  Rutherford,  praying  permission  to 
import  certain  negroes  from  the  West  Indies.  Re- 
ferred to  a select  committee. 

A bill  from  the  senate,  respecting  the  enrolling 
and  licensing  of  steam  boats, i'W2ls  twice  read  and 
committed, 

A message  from  the  senate  was  read,  informing 
the  house  that  they  had  postponed  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  establishing  a quarter  mas- 
ter’s department,  until  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams*  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  President  to 
make  a detachment  of  the  militia, 

[This  bill  authorises  the  calling  out  of  100,000 
militia,  and  appropriates  one  million  of  dollars,  Tl>e 
bill  is  similar  to  the  former  laws  on  this  subject, 
except  that  it  contains  no  provision  for  accepting 
of  volunteers.] — It  was  ordered  to  a third  reading 
without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  house  went  into 
a committee,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  report 
of  a select  committee  allowing  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Tippecanoe,  certain  bounties.  After  some 
time  spent  upon  the  report,  Mr.  Jennings  moved  to 
change  the  allowance  reported  by  the  committee 
from  money  to  land.  The  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  not  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grundy,  the  committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again.  Adjourned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  Feb.  10. — Mr.  IMacon  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  informal  proceedings  of 
Saturday,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  his  friend 
and  colleague,  general  Thomas  Blount,  which  he 
moved  might  be  entered  upon  the  journals.  The 
motion  was  unanimously  agi'eed  to,  and  they  were 
entered  as  follows: 

** Rouse  of  Representatives, 

** Saturday,.  February  8,  1812, 

“In  consequence  of  the  death  of  general  Thomas 
filount,  last  evening  at  3 o’clock,  a member  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives  from  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  of  which  Mr.  Blackledge  communicated 
information  to  the  speaker,  he  requested  the  atten- 
dance of  the  members  in  the  chamber  of  the  house 
of  representatives  on  this  day  at  12  o’clock;  and  a 
quorum  having  accordingly  assembled,  he  address- 
ed them  as  follows: 

“Of  the  event,  gentlemen,  which  has  deprived 
this  house  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  members,  and 
a disconsolate  wife  of  one  of  the  tenderest  of  hus- 
bands, you  have  all  heard.  The  usage  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  in  paying  the  last  sad  respect  to 
departed  worth'on  such  occasions,  1 have  no  doubt 
accords  with  the  sentiments  of  every  one  of  you.  To 
enable  you  to  execute  this  melancholy  duty,  your  in- 
formal attendance  has  been  requested.  You  will  there- 
fore take  such  order  as  may  seem  to  you  proper.” 


Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 

1.  **Resolved  unanimously.  That  a committee  be 
appointed  to  take  order  for  superintending  the  fune- 
ral of  general  Thomas  Blount,  late  a representative 
from  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

2.  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Macon,  Alston, 
Blackledge,  Cochran,  Franklin,  King,  M’Bryde, 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Sawyer,  and  Standford,  are  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

3.  **Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  members  of 
this  house  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory 
of  general  Thomas  Blount,  late  one  of  their  body, 
by  wearing  crape  on  he  left  arm  for  one  month. 

4.  ‘^Resolved  unanimously.  That  a message  be 
sent  to  the  senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  gCf 
neral  Thomas  Blount,  late  a member  of  this  house, 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o’clock. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  the  following  additional  reso- 
lution, which  was  also  agreed  to: 

** Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  this  house  notify 
the  executive  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  of  he 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  general 
l^homas  Blount,  one  of  the  representatives  from  that 
state.” 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  disabled  and  superannu- 
ated officers  and  soldiers,  w*as  read  the  third  time; 
and  on  the  question  being  put  “shall  the  bill  pass 
its  third  reading?”  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Stow, 
Alston  and  Rhea,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Gold, 
Wright  & Dawson.  Mr.Tallmadge  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill  generally:  but  objected  to  certain  parts  of 
the  details.  On  which  account,  Mr.  Gold  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill.  This  motion  was  negatived  50 
to  37;  and  afterwards  the  bill  was  lost  57  to  47. 

The  bill  authorising  a detachment  of  militia;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  captain  Selah  Benton;  the  bill 
to  establish  a land  district  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
east  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  cer- 
tain lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffersonville;  and  the 
bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boundary 
of  a tract  of  land  reserved  for  settling  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  the  continental  establishment;  were 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M‘Kee,  the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the 
chair,  on  the  report  of  a select  committee  on  cer- 
tain petitions  in  relation  to  the  affair  on  the  Wabash; 
when  Mr.  Jenning’s  amendment,  which  proposed 
allowing  the  widows,  &c.  of  the  slain  officers  and 
soldiers,  bounties  in  land,  instead  of  inone}’,  was 
negatived.  The  resolutions  allowing  the  bounties, 
pensions,  &c.  as  recommended  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, were  all  agreed  to.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  was  concurred  in  by  the  house, 
and  a bill  ordered  to  be  reported  according'ly. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  11. — Mr.  Newton,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  respecting  steam-boats,  report- 
ed the  bill  Without  amendment,  which  was  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the  house, 
reported  a bill  for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  was  also  directed  by  the  same  committee 
to  offer  the  following  resolution  for  adoption,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  committee  ap]^ointed  on 
so  much  of  the  message  of  the  president  as  relates 
to  military  affairs,  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  author  is  kig  an  enlargement  of  the 
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armories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  number,  and  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Breckenridge 
in  the  chair,  on  a report  of  the  commmittee  of 
claims  recommending-  certain  claims,  (including 
the  different  species  of  liquidated  claims)  to  be 
exempte<l  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limi- 
tation. It  was  found  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  had  agreed  to  this  resolution;  but  that  there 
was  another  in  the  following  words,  referred  to  the 
mme  committee,  not  acted  upon. 

**Besolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  all  claims 
wliich  may  be  referred  to  them,  which  originated 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  notwithstanding  such 
claims  may  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation, 
and  that  they  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the 
house.” 

The  committee  took  this  re.solution  into  consi- 
deration, and  after  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Gholson,  Clay,  Wright,  Fisk  and  Gold, 
supported,  and  Messrs.  Stanford,  Smilie,  Alston, 
Boyd  and  Roberts  opposed  the  resolution,  it  was 
carried,  53  votes  being  for  it. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolution 
to  the  house;  but  no  decision  w'as  taken  upon  it  be- 
fore the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday i Feb.  12. — Mr.  Troup  laid  before  the 
house  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Geor 


others,  that  as  the  passing  of  the  bill  would  prevent 
any  further  trouble  to  the  public  officers,  and  it 
could  have  no  influence  on  any  thing  which  had 
heretofore  taken  place,  its  passage  was  desirable. 

The  committee  rose  and  the  house  ordered  the 
bill  to  a third  reading. 

Salaiues  of  officers. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 
the  house  w-ent  into  a committee,  Mr.  Macon  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a li- 
mited time  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  govern- 
ment therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  this  bill  was  intended  to  con- 
tinue in  force  a law  passed  in  1799,  for  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  departments  and  other 
officers  of  the  government,  which  had  been  continu- 
ed from  time  to  time  ever  since.  Mr.  B.  stated  what 
the  several  salaries  were  before  this  law  passed,  and 
what  they  had  been  since,  and  left  it  for  the  com- 
mittee to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stanford  disliked  the  phraseology  of  the  li- 
mitation clause  to  this  bill,  which  was  ‘Tor  three 
years  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress 
thereafter.”  He  said  the  bill  might  as  well  be  made 
for  four  years  at  once.  He  made  two  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  amend  the  bill  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
to  the  salary  of  the  postmaster-general  (over  and 
above  tlie  augmentation  included  in  the  bill)  500 
dollars  per  annum;  and  to  the  fu-st  assistant  post- 
fiiaster-general  300  dollars. 

A division  of  the  motion  was  called  for,  and  the 


But  the  question  being  put  on  adding  300  dollars 
to  the  salary  of  the  first  assistant  postmaster-gene- 
ral, it  was  opposed  by  Me'^srs.  Bassett  and  Lacock, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Tallrnadge.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  who  thought  it  would  be  well  to  take  a 
longer  time  to  consider  tlie  subject,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


gla,  expressive  of  their  approbation  of  the  measures  addition  to  the  postmaster-general,  was  carried  58 
of  the  general  government,  and  their  determination  to  24. 
to  support  them  in  such  ulterior  measures  as  they 
may  determine  upon.  Referred  to  tlie  committee 
on  foreign  relations.  , 

Mr.  Burwell  offered  the  rollovving  resolution, 
which  was  agi-eed  to: 

“Resolved,  that  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house,  a list  of  the  persons  on  the 
Tension  list,  the  state  or  territory  in  which  they 
live,  and  the  amount  allowed  to  each  person  by  law.” 

The  amendment  of  the  bill  from  the  senate  for 
the  more  convenient  taking  the  affidavits  and  re- 
cognizance in  civil  cases  depending  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States — was  agreed  to. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK  NOTES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Blackledge  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  10th  section  of  the 
act  establishing  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  forward  this  bill, 
in  consequence  of  a decision  which  had  been  made 
in  the  circuit  court  of  Virginia,  that  the  notes  issu- 
ed by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  are  still  a ten- 
der in  payments  to  the  collectors  and  other  officers 
of  the  United  States.  The  committee  do  not  know 
on  what  ground  this  opinion  was  given;  they  had 
conceived  that  as  the  limitation  of  the  law  had  ex- 
pired, no  part  of  it  still  could  have  force.  But,  as 
tha  opinion  has  been  given  by  the  chief  justice  of 
the  United  States,  it  produces  great  inconvenience 
to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  as  the  notes  of 
the  several  branches,  say  Charleston,  Savannah, 

New-Orleans,  8cc.  will  not  be  paid  only  at  the 
branches  from  which  they  issue. 

Some  irregular  debate  took  place  on  the  proprie- 
ty of, passing  the  bill  at  all.  It  was  contended  that 
the  whole  law  having  expired,  it  was  altogether  un- 
necessary^, not  to  say  improper,  to  pass  a bill  to  re- 
peal a section  of  that  law.  It  was  replied  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 


Scarcity  in  Europe. 

We  learn  that  American  flour  is  selling  at  from 
18  to  20  dollars  per  barrel  in  Bordeanx,  and  from, 
20  to  22  dollars  per.  barrel  in  Liverpool. 

For  some  years  past  it  has  been  the  policy  of  that 
amazing  genius  who  directs  the  destinies  of  France, 
to  supply  his  enemy,  Gi-eat -Britain,  with  bread;  * f 
which  he  accomplished  a double  purpose:  obtained 
a market  for  the  surplus  produedons  of  his  own 
peojile,  and,  by  a constant  drain  of  specie  from  the 
country  supplied,  naturally  effected  a mighty  de- 
preciation* of  the  value  of  its  paper  currency,  on 
which  its  exertions  so  materially  depends.  It  is 
said  that  Bonaparte  is,  himself  possessed  of  a great- 
er quantity  of  English  guineas  than  there  are  in  all 
the  world  beside.  This  is  mere  supposition;  but 
possibly  true,  from  his  known  partiality  for  this 
kind  of  money,  and  the  means  he  has  had  to  obtain 
it;  the  balance  being  against  England  to  the  amount 
of  many  millions  per  annum,  vdiich  tbnnd  its  way 
to  France  in  a manner,  direct  or  indirect,  most 
pleasing  to  the  emperor. 

From  the  present  scarcity  in  France  considera- 
ble revolutions  in  the  ]iresent  posture  of  human 
affairs  in  Europe  may  be  anticipated,  To  use  a 
vulgar  saying  “Mcr,?  is  no  joking  with  the  bellyj* 
it  has  no  ears,  and  will  not  be  reasoned  with.  The 
emperor  must  withdraw  his  armies  from  Spam,  or 


* Of  the  27  1-2  per  centuan. 
ter,  page  408. 
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prohibit  the  exportation  of  g-rain  to  England.  If 
these  alternatives  only  present  themselves,  the  ex- 
port of  gi’ain  from  France  will  be  prohibited;  as  he 
has  already  sufficiently  shaken  the  paper  credit  of 
his  enemy,  and  the  maintenance  of  his  armies  is  a 
matter  of  the  first  importance.  In  this  case  Great- 
Britain,  hitherto  dependent  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  for  so  much  of  her  bread  stuffs,  must  look 
to  the  United  States  of  America  for  aid;  admitting- 
the  present  state  of  thing-s  to  continue,  it  may  at 
least  be  expected,  that  the  price  of  grain  and  flour 
in  England^  Spain  and  Portugal  will  be  unprece- 
dented. 


The  Chronicle,  &c. 

Baltimore,  February  15,  1812. 

Since  oiir  last  we  have  various  scraps  of  intelli- 
gence from  South  America;  the  general  appearance 
of  things  is  highly  favorable  to  the  cause  of  the 
patriots.  The  congi-ess  of  the  province  of  JV'ew- 
Grenada  were  to  assemble  at  the  city  of  Ybaque^ 
[probably,  sometimes  called  St.  Jacint  de  Yaguache] 
which  was  to  be  the  seat  of  the  new  govermnent,  in 
December  last.  The  expeditions  that  sailed  from 
Porto  Rico  for  Caracas  have  failed;  many  of  the 
■vessels  were  lost  and  others  taken.  At  Santa  Fe 
the  public  enthusiasm  seems  to  have  reached  a 
great  height — a letter  from  that  place  says,  that  hav-- 
ing  received  the  news  of  the  independence  of  Vpne~ 
xvela,  all  was  bustle  and  joy,  and  the  streets  re- 
sounded with  the  cries  of  ‘Hong  live  Caracas  and 
absolute  independence — death  to  Ferdinand  the  Vllth, 
the  government  of  old  Spain^  and  all  its  partizans.” 
The  funds  of  these  new  governments  appear  ample, 
as  well  from  their  natural  resources  as  the  liberal 
donations  of  the  people.  The  ladies  at  Barmas 
©fleered  to  perform  military  duty  in  that  city  while 
the  troops  .were  sent  against  the  tories  in  fort  St. 
Fernando. 

We  have  a translation  of  a letter  from  don  Joseph 
JManuel  de  Goyeneche,  a royal  g'eneral,  who,  from 
his  own  relation  (which  is  about  as  modest  as  capt. 
BobadiVs  account  of  himself)  defeated  the  patriots 
of  Peru,  on  20th  June  last.  He  states  that  all  the 
artillery  and  munitions  of  war,  with  200  prisoners 
fell  into  his  hands,  that  the  war  is  terminated^ 
[which  we  do  not  believe]  and  that  he  was  about  to 
m.*”.  ch  against  the  Beunos  Ayreans. 

Accounts  from  Quito  announce,  in  general  terms 
the  complete  success  of  the  patriots,  after  several 
very  hard  fought  battles. 

The  Buenos  Ayreans,  b};^  the  peace  with  JVfonie- 
K)ideOy  have  12,000  men  at  leisure  to  meet  don  Gay- 
eneche. 

From  Montevideo  we  learn  that  a peace  has  been 
patched  up  between  the  whigs  and  tories.  Five 
thousand  troops  arrived  to  assist  the  Montevideans 
from  Brazil  after  peace  was  made;  they  demanded 
payment  for  their  loyal  services,  which  being  deni- 
ed, they  threatened  to  attack  the  town  and  indem- 
nify themselves.  The  assaplt  was  hourly  expected 
when  our  last  advice  came  away. 

A letter  from  Havana,  dated  the  16th  ult.  notices 
the  arrival  at  that  port  of  a 74  gun  ship,  &.  a number 
of  transports  from  old  ^ain  with  troops,  5,400  of 
which  are  destined  for  Vera  Cruz  to  maintain  the 
royal  authority  in  Mexico.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  patriots  have  possession  of  Vera  Cruz,  or, 
at  least,  are  in  great  force  in  its  immediate  neigh- 
borhood; and  some  hopes  may  be  entertained  that 
the  royal  force  will  arrive  just  in  time  to—be  Bur- 
goyned. 


A Proclamation,  by  the  President  of  the  Xj.  States. 

Whereas  information  has  been  received  that  a 
number  of  individuals,  who  have  deserted  from  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  have  become  sensible  of 
their  offence,  and  are  desirous  of  returning  to  their 
duty — 

A full  pardon  is  hereby  granted  and  proclaimed 
to  each  and  all  such  individuals  as  shall,  witliiri 
four  months  from  the  date  hereof,  surrender  them- 
selves to  the  commanding  officer  of  any  military  post 
within  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents, 
and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  7th  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty- 
sixth.  JAMFS  MADISON. 

By  the  president, 

JAMES  MONROE,  Sec^i'y  of  State. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  13. — The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a communication  from  Mr.  Tucker,  the  trea- 
surer, containing  a statement  of  the  accounts  of  tliat 
office  from  Oct.  1. 1810,  to  Oct.  1, 1811;  also  the  ac- 
counts of  that  office  with  the  war  and  navy  depart- 
ment, for  the  same  time.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Leave  was  granted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  set  during-  the 
sitting  of  the  house,  the  sooner  to  complete  their 
revenue  plans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  some  time  since  offer- 
ed by  him,  directing  the  Committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  preventing 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans  laying  a 
tax  on  boats  descendihg  the  Mississippi  laden  with 
articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  o^ 
the  United  States.  After  a short  debate,  in  which 
the  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Troup,  it  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Lacock  took  the  chair,  in  committee  of  th6 
whole,  on  the  bill  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams  spoke  some  time  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  The  committee  of  the  whole  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  house  immediately  proceeded  to  consider  it. 
Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  leave 
the  distribution  of  the  arms  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states. 

Mr.  Sturges  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
question. 

Mt.  Tallmadge  spoke  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr,  Randolph  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  generally. 

The  amendment  was  carried  by  ayes  and  noes — 
ayes  70,  noes  41, 

Mr.  Milnor  and  Mr.  Nelson  spoke  against  the 
severity  of  the  punishment  for  not  furnishing  lost 
arms  or  paying  twenty  dollars  for  them:  the  person 
so  offending  being  liable  to  imprisonment  till  the 
money  was  paid,  which  might  be  for  life.  Qn  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  duration  was  made  not  to 
exceed  three  months. 

The  house  adjourned  without  disposing  of  the 
bill. 


(Xj^W  ith  a view  to  the  close  of  the  present  vo- 
lume, we  have  given  less  variety  to  this  number 
than  was  desirable — but  its  contents  are  interesting. 
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“ 1 wish  no  other  herald 

“ No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions^ 

“To  keep  male  honor  from  corruption 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.’^ 

Shakspeare — nEJTRY  ym. 


Trattsmission  of  the  Register. 

I venture  to  assert  that  no  paper  published  is  put 
np  with  as  much  care  as  the  Weekly  Register; 
and  the  system  adopted  in  the  office  is  such  that  an 
error  cannot  easily  be  committed,  or  at  least,  pass 
undeteclCvi.  While  I offer  a just  tribute  of  grati- 
tude for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  concerns 
of  our  manifold  post-offices  are  generally  managed, 
and  congratulate  my  countrymen  on  the  great  abil- 
it}?^  with  which  this  liberal  and  most  useful  estab- 
lishment is  governed,  I am  not  without  just  causes 
of  complaint,  as,  indeed,  might  liave  been  anticipat- 
ed. In  the  huiry  which  must  frequently  occur.  We 
cheerfully  find  an  apology  for  the  detention  of  the 
Register;  yet  it  ought  always  to  reach  its  place  of 
destination;  but  it  is  often  entirely  lost;  which  I pre- 
sume must  arise  from  mere  carelessne/is  or  something 
worse;  for,  if  fairly  treated,  the  packages  are  strong 
enougli  to  bear  the  most  circuitous  and  lengthy 
route  in  the  union.  Further  to  secure  the  work 
•from  damage  I intend  to  have  made  for  the  pur- 
ose  a hijh  sized  paper,  in  wluch  each  number  shall 
e enveloped,  and  to  pack  them  yet  more  firmly 
than  heretofore.  This  may  prevent  injuries  from 

rough  usage;  and  this  is  all  I can  do.  But 

When  I commenced  the  paper  I was  well  assured 
that  a great  part  of  its  value  would  consist  in  it  as 
a book  of  reference^  and  that  every  subscriber  would 
wish  to  have  a perfect  and  complete  copy.  I was 
sensible  that  an  ajiprehension  of  its  not  being  regu- 
larly received,  would  prevent  many  from  support- 
ing  i*;  yet  as  from  a belief  that  its  defects  might  be 
supplied,  much  carelessness  would  be  promoted,  I 
refrained  from  saying  as  I do  now,  that  ensxire 
the  sa  fe  delivery  o f all  the  numbers  of  the  first  volume , 
by  sxi  jyplying  the  places  of  those  that  miscarry,  appli- 
cation therefjr  being  made  free  of  expense. 

H.  Niles. 

Baltimore,  Feb.  21, 1812. 


Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  by  Bonaparte.  • 

A'BlUUUKa  FRO.ai  THE  MOST  AUTHEVTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  X. 

(COVTIXUET)  FROM  PAGE  445.) 

March  of  Sir  John  Moore  into  Egypt — his  retreat-^ 
battle  of  Corunna — death  and  character  of  Sir 
John  Moore. 

Sir  Joh.v  Moore  had  acted  both  in  the  Medi- 
terrane.iu  and  in  Sweden  as  commander  in  chief,  and 
had  acquired  the  esteem  of  all  ranks  tor  his  abil- 
ities as  an  officer  and  his  qualities  as  a man. — 
When  it  was  determined  to  send  a Briti.sh  force 
into  Portugal,  his  army  was  ordered  on  that  ser- 
vice, but  he  was  superceded  by  Sir  Harry  Burrard, 
and  dircc'.td  to  serve  as  tiiird  in  command.  He 
betrayed  no  rescm.iMv.ut  at  this,  but  dechxred  hht 
whiingness  to  serve  in  any  .statior^  hower^  lo-v. 


;hai  the  good  of  hio  country  might  :et[tiire.  In  a 
dmilar  spirit  of  magnanimity,  when  he  arrived  in 
Portugal,  after  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  he  declared 
that  as  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  done  so  much  it 
was  fair  that  he  should  take  the  lead  in  lie  opera- 
tions against  Lisbon,  and  offered  to  execute  any 
part  tliat  was  allotted  to  him,  without  in'erforing 
vith  Sir  Arthur.  After  the  disgraceful  and  cliias- 
• rolls  convention  of  Ciutra,  the  three  generals  by 
whom  it  was  made.  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  were  order- 
ed home  tor  trial,  and  the  supreme  command  of  the 
forces  devolved  upon  Sir  John  Moore.  He  re- 
ceived his  appointment  at  Lisbon,  on  the  6th  of 
October.  Nearly  two  months  before  this  time,  the 
Eiiglish  government  had  determined  to  send  a 
force  into  Spain,  but  all  this  time  had  been  lost  in 
the  very  profitable  service  of  transporting-  Junot 
and  his  army  into  France,  on  their  way  to  the  same 
field  ofbaltle! 

His  instructions  were  to  march  through  Spain 
with  his  force  towards  Burgos,  -which  was  to  be 
the  general  rendezvous  for  his  troops  and  those 
with  winch  he  w^as  to  be  reinforced  from  England: 
and  here  he  was  to  combine  his  operations"^  withi 
those  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  ar- 
mies. From  the  papers  laid  before  bo'di  houses  of 
Parliament,  it  appears,  that  ibis  plan  of  sending  a 
Britisli  army  into  the  lieart  of  Spain,  to  act  in  the 
plains  of  Leon  and  Castiile,  wa.s  formed  by  lord 
Ci^tlereagh  and  the  marquis  ofRomana,  not  only 
without  any  communication  either  with  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  then  commander  in  chief  of  the  Bri- 
tish forces  in  Spain,  or  Sir  John  Moore,  who  was 
destined  to  command  the  army  to  be  sent  there,  but 
also  witliout  any  concert  eitlrer  with  the  supreme 
and  central,  or  any  of  the  pmvincial  juntas. 

In  aid  of  Sir  Jolm  Moore,  a detachment  from 
Enghmd,  under  Sir  David  Baird,  was  to  land  at  Co- 
runna, with  whom  he  was  to  form  a junction  on 
the  borders  of  Leon  and  Gallicia.  Sir  David  arriv- 
ed at  Corunna  on  tlie  IStJi  October,  and  was  as- 
tonished to  find  that  he  could  not  be  permitted  to 
land  his  troops  until  permissiern  had  been  obtained 
from  the  .supreme  junta.^  When  at  length  he  was 
allowed  to  disernbai-k,  iris  reception  was  so  cold, 
the  assistance  afibrded  him  so  reluctant,  that  he 
was  inclined  to  conclude  that  the  Spaniai-rls  rerdly 
did  not  desire  the  assistance  of  the  British.  Sir 
John  Was  no  better  pleased  with  his  reception.-— 
As  a coasting  voyage  at  this  seasoJi  of  tiie  year 
was  both  uncertvan  ami  dangerous,  it  wuis  deter- 
mined that  the  array  .shv)uld  go  by  land.  T’ne  Spa- 
nish commi.ssariat-general  being  consulted  con- 
cerning tile  ineaiis  of  subsisting  tlie  army  on  the 
great  i-oad  by  Eivas,  replied  that  it  was  not  possi- 
ble to  furnish  an  adequate  supply.  In  the  north 
ofcPtarlugal  there  was  abundance  of  food,  but  the 
Portuguese  said  that  arullery  could  not  he  trans- 
jMHdod,  the  mountains.  It  became  nece-ssa- 
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TV  therefore  to  divide  llie  army.  The  jirtillery  and 
cavalry,  were  entrusted  to  lieutenant -g-eneral  ilopej 
with  four  regiments  of  infantry;  tli^  were  to 
march  to  Elvas,  on  the  Madrid  road:  and  two 
brigades,  under  general  Puget  went  by  Elvas  and 
Alcantara.  The  rest  of  the  army  moved  through 
Almeida,  two  brigades  under  general  Beresford,  by- 
way of  Coimbra;  three  under  general  Frazer  by 
way  of  Abrautes.  I'hese  were  to  unite  at  Sala- 
manca, and  general  • Hope  and  ' Sir  David  Baird 
were  either  to  join  them  there  or  at  Valladolid. — 
As  sir  John  Moore  approached  the  scene  of  action 
he  gradually  acquired  more  just  accounts  of  Spa- 
nish affairs  than  diad  been  transmitted  to  his  go- 
vernment. Tiie  mujiifestoes  of  all  tlie  provinces 
had  breathed  a most  determined  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism. But  the  correspondent  of  the  British  general 
gave  him  moi-e  accurate  views  of  Spanish  affairs. 
They  said  little  to  him  of  the  ardor  and  enthusi- 
asm of  the  Spani;u'ds;  but  their  letters  were  filled 
with  details  of  the  weakness  and  tardy  measures 
of  the  Junta.  This  assembly  consisted  of  thirty- 
tAvo  persons,  with  equal  powers,  'fhey  were  di- 
vided into  four  sections  or  committees:  one  for 
the  administration  of  the  interior;  a second  for 
that  of  justice;  a tliird  for  war;  and  a fourth  for 
the  marine.  Their  councils  were  distracted  by 
self-interest,  mutual  jealousies,  and  discords.  On 
the  M’hole,  they  seemed  to  be  less  afraid  of  any  fo- 
reign enemy,  than  of  internal  riots  and  revolution, 
winch  they  set  themselves  by  all  means  to  obviare 
and  particularly  suppressing  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  Thus  they  damped  and  cltilled  the  spirit  of 
the  nation.  Judging  of  what  Bonaparte  could  do, 
by  what  the  Spaniards  v/cre  capable  of,  they 
thought  it  almost  impossible  for  iiis  army  to  tra- 
verse the  Pyrenees  in  winter.  Should  the  French 
■have  the  temerity  to  effect  such  a passage,  they 
would  soon,  it  was  believed,  be  famished.  Th.ese 
nolion.s  were  applicable  to  the  resources  formerlx' 
possessed  by  France.  But  the  magnitude  of  tlie 
military  preparations  of  their  present  enemy,  and 
the  celerity  of  his  movements,  confounded  all  their 
calciiiations.  A judicious  plan  of  a campaign  can 
be  formed  only  by  reflecting  on  tlie  actual  state  of 
things,  and  must  necessarily  be  hollow,  and  preg- 
nant with  calamity  if  founded  on  false  intelligence; 
yet  the  Spanish  junta  exerted  ail  their  art  to  de- 
ceive, not  their  enemy,  but  their  ally;'  and  tltey 
succeeded  so  perfectly,  as  to  lead  tliem  to  execute 
a plan  adopted  to  a state  of  things  the  reverse  of 
llicir  real  condition.  Their  ardent  and  eloquent 
proclamations,  exaggerated  numbers,  and  vaunted 
enthusiasm,  could  not  deceive  him  whom  it  would 
liave  been  useful  to  deceive.  Bonaparte  found 
meujis  to  obtain  exact  information.  There  were 
traitors  even  among  the  loudest  of  their  patriots, 
who  enabled  him  to  calculate  with  perfect  accuracy 
the  precise  portion  of  patriot  ism  scattered  through- 
out the  kingdom.  Yet  there  are  some  facts,  as 
orw’e  observes,  that  would  almost  lead  us  to  sup  • 
pose,  that  the  Spanish  juntas,  from  an  excess  ot 
presumption  and  ignorance,  and  a heated  imagina- 
tion, were  so  blinded,  as  to  have  misled  the  Bin- 
tish  cabinet  unintentionally.  They  certainly,  at  first, 
considered  Spain  as  more  than  a match  for  the 
Fi-eoch,  and  they  applied  to  their  allies  for  arms 
'and  money,  and  not  tor  men,  Avhom  they  did  not 
consent  to  receive  until  the  26th  September. 

Early  in  the  nmnth  of  Nov.  Sir  John  Moore  en- 
tered Sal.,m..nca.  'I'here  he  first  learned  tlie  ^e-. 
feat  of  the  E.-.iramadur.?.n  army  at  Burgos,  and  on 
the  second  night  after  his  arrival,  he  was  awaken- 


ed by  an  express,  who  brouglit  intciilgencc  dial 
tlie  French  were  in  possession  of  Valladolid— 
twenty  leagues  from  his  present  quarters.  His 
force  consisted  of  only  three  brigades  of  infantry, 
and  he  had  not  a single  gun.  Every  day  brought 
with  it  new  causes  of  anxiety,  and  intelligence  of 
new  disasters.  Blake  and  Castanos  v ere  maich- 
ing-  from  tlic  place  of  junction,  and  the  boasted  ar- 
my of  tlie  latter  did  not  amount  (Oct.  25,)  to  aboA'e 
one-third  of  what  it  had  been  represented.  It  was 
no  other  than  “a  mass  of  miserable  peasantry, 
without  clothing,  without  ammunition,  and  with 
few  officers  that  deserved  that  name.”  Such  w:is 
the  account  transnjitted  by  captain  Whiltingham 
and  Loiti  Wm.  Bentinck.  Sir  John  IMoore  plac- 
ed nearly  in  the  centre,  between  two  divisions  of 
his  army,  which  were  approaching,  and  ajiparent- 
ly  abandoned  by  his  allies^  was  compelled  to  le- 
main  inactive.  Perceiving  the  supiueness  of  the 
Spanish  governmiCnt,  and  indignant  at  discovering 
the  weakness  which  they  had  concealed  fiom  him 
till  he  was  in  the  heart  of  Spain,  he  began  to  des- 
pair of  the  cause.  He  saw  nothing-  around  him, 
but  an  inactivity,  which  he  mistook  for  torpor  and 
indifference,  I'hey  hud  not,  he  said,  shown  them- 
seh'es  a wise  or  a provident  people;  their  v isdom 
was  not  a wisdom  of  action.  Yet  still  he  felt  that 
they  Avere  a fine  people;  that  they  had  a character 
of  their  oivn,  quite  distinct  from  that  of  any  other 
nation,  and  much  he  thought  might  have  been  done 
for  them.  He  erred  in  thinking  that  they  would 
not  do  much  for  themselves. 

On  the  28th  of  Nov.  while  Sir  John  Moore 
was  Avaiting  the  junction  of  his  forces,  he  receiv- 
ed intelligence  of  the  total  defeat  of  Castanos  at 
Tudela  on  the  22d;  the  question  was  now  no  long- 
er how  to  aid  the  Spaniards^,  but  Iioav  to  proA’kle 
for  their  own  safety.  The  question  whetlier  twen- 
ty-six British  troops  should  remain  to  bear  tl;e 
attack  of  100,000  French,  or  by  reiiring  upon  Lis- 
bon, they  should  preserve  themseU-es  for  more 
fortunate  times,  left  no  alternative.  The  intention 
of  retreating  being  made  known  at  Salamanca,  ex- 
cited Aery  general  disapprobation.  IMurmurs  a- 
gainst  it  were  heard  in  every  quarter,  and  from 
men  of  all  ranks.  EA'en  the  staff-officers  lament- 
ed tills  resolution  of  dieir  commander,  and  doubt- 
ed tbe  wisdom  of  his  decision.  In  his  letter  t© 
Mr.  Frere,  the  British  ambassador,  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  to  whose  advice  he  had  been  directed 
to  pay  great  respect,  written  before  the  defeat  of 
Castanos  was  known,  he  had  proposed  the  ques- 
tion Avhat  the  British  army  sliouid  do,  in  case  of 
that  event;  whether  he  should  reti-eat  upon  Por- 
tugal, or  march  upon  Madrid,  thus  to  run  all  risks, 
and  share  the  fortunes  of  the  Spruirsh  nation.? 
The  ambassador  thought  that  great  advantages 
would  result  from  advancing  speedily  to  cover 
Madrid.  It  was  a point  of  great  moment  for  effect 
in  .Spain,  and  still  more  in  France,  and  in  the  west 
of  Europe.  The  people  of  the  town  were  fiill 
of  re.solution,  and  determined  to  defend  it  in  spite 
of  its  situation;  and  nothing  cppld.  be  more  un- 
favorable to  the  claim  of  the  intruder  than  a . e'gc 
of  the  capital.  The  first  object  of  the  English 
therefore,  he  thought,  should  be  to  march  tl.ere, 
and  collect  a jfbrce  capable  of  resisting  the  Frcncli, 
before  further  reinfcircements  arrh'ed  from  France. 
Beuire  tJiis  letter  arrived,  the  general’.s  resolution 
had  been  taken,  in  consequence  of  the  defeat  of 
Castanos;  and  though  his  stafi'-officera  frisapproved 
oi-  his  deci  ion,  he  afterwards  learned  that  Ccneral 
Ho^  e agreed  with  hi*n  on  tliis,  as  on  ail  points. 
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The  Supreme  junta,  nnwilling  to  trust  to  the  de- 
voted credulity  of  the  British  ambassador,  nor  even 
to  die  false  statements  with  which  Moria  abused 
that  minister’s  understanding^  in  despite  of  hise}  es, 
dispatched  two  Spanish  Generals,  under  pretence 
of  concerting'  operations  between  the  British  and 
Spanish  armies,  and  accelerating'  their  combined 
movements  and  avoiding  all  delays,  so  contrary^  to 
the  noble  and  important  cause  of  the  two  coiuitrles. 
These  generals  corroborated  the  flattering  state- 


thlngswent  on  very  well  in  Catalonia!  All  the  in. 
formation  wliich  Moore  received,  was  contained  in 
an  intercepted  letter  from  Rerthier  to  Soult,  by 
which  he  also  learned  the  strength  and  situation 

of the  difrerent~divisions  of  the  French  ai'my. 

Here  he  likewise  receive  I a letter  from  the  Mar- 
quis of  Romana  at  Leoti,  approving  the  reason 
of  retreat  he  had  formerly  intended.  From  tlii.s 
city  he  intended  to  move  to  Valladolid.  But  ti  c 
situation  of  Marshal  Soult,  tvith  two  divisions  , t 


ments  which  Sir  John  had  received.  Rat  they ! Saldannha,  and  Junot  at  Burgos,  expo.sed  Sir  D. 
were  rather  surprised  when  he  introduced  to  tliem  j Baird,  to  be  attacked  in  forming  his  junction,-— 
Col.  Graham,  who  liad,  the  night  before,  supped  i Sir  John  accordingly  returned  to  Toro,  :n  order 
with  Don  Juan  in  his  way  from  M-drid,  whom  [join  Sir  D,  Baird  as  soon  Jis  possible.  Ac  Toro  he 
they  had  represented  as  in  possession  of  the  pass  received  adrv'ice  of  the  cl  Reorganized  and  feeni#» 
of  Somo-Sierra.  A few  days  after  the  receipt  ot 


this  letter  brought  by  these  generals,  Moore  re- 
ceived another,  elated  at  Madrid  2d  Dec.  from  the 
Frmce  of  Castei  Franco  and  Moria,  protesting 
to  be  a true  and  faithful  representation  ot  af- 
fairs at  that  moment.  General  Cast.mos’  army,  it 
stated,  amounting  to  about  35,000,  was  falling 
back  upon  Madrid  in  the  greatest  haste  to  unite 
with  its  garrison.  The  force  which  was  at  Somo- 
Sierra  (10,000)  was  also  coming  to  that  city  for 
the  same  purpose  where  nearly  40,000  men  would 
join  tliem.  While  Sir  John  was  deliberating  npnn 
this  urgent  summons  to  Madrid,  he  received  ano- 
ther dispatch,  dated  on  the  5th,  from  ^Ir.  Frere, 
at  'Falavera,  repealing  in  terms  still  more  vehe- 
ment, the  necessity  of  an  advance  upon  Madrid, 
and  resting  the  fate  of  Spain  upon  the  British  Gen- 
eral. 

It  could  never  enter  into  the  conception  of  Sir 
J,  M.  itiat  the  two  chiefs  of  the  junta  had  con- 
spired to  betray  the  capital  of  their  own  country, 
to  entice  the  army  of  their  allies  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy;  nor  was  it  to  be  im'igined  that  the 
British  minister  could  be  so  grossly  deceived,  as 
to  send  for  his  instruction,  inte.Uigence  the  reverse 
of  truth,  or  to  require  of  him  in  .so  jiositive  a man- 
ner to  defend  a city  which  had  actually  surrender- 
ed. Moore  no'w  resolved  to  attempt  a diver.sion  in 
favor  of  the  capital.  He  wrote  to  Sir  David  Baird 
to  return  to  Astorga.  “We  must  ije  at  hand,” 
said  he,  “to  aid  and  take  advantage  of  wiiatever 
happcn.s,  Tlie  wishes  of  our  countiy  and  our  du- 
ty demand  this  of  us,  with  whatever  risk  it  may 
be  attended.”  He  added  this  melancholy  and  pro- 
phetic sentence — “I  mean  to  proceed  bridle  in 
hand.,  for  if  the  bubble  bursts  and  Madrid  falls, 

wc  shall  have  a run  for  it?^  He  opened  a corres-  ■ as  the  soldiers  had  suffered  a grealclcal  from 
pondence  with  tlie  Marquis  of  Romana  and  com- j rittv'ches,  the  general  halted,  that  they  ■.night 
municated  to  him  liis  intention  of  marcliing  by  | cover.  On  the  two  thJio'A  ing  days  every  arrm.  ; 
Valladolid  towards  Burgos,  in  conjunction  with  { ment  was  completed  for  tlie  uiiompt  on  the  cn.u.>. 


state  of  Romana’s  army,  with  which  he  wa.s  nic-.-li- 
tating  a junction  for  adding  vigor  to  his  intenrlcd 
attack  on  Soult.  From  Toro  too,  he  dispai cited 
an  account  to  Mr.  Frere,  of  the  intelligence  he  had 
received  by  the  intercepted  di.sjjatche.^;  and  hero 
he  was  again  assailed  by  the  harrasing  intreuties 
of  the  junta,  and  the  insulting  representations  of 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  The  general,  firm 
in  his  designs,  and  above  the  petty  re.sentments 
of  a weak  mind,  continued  his  march  on  Villa 
pardo  and  \hilderos.  On  the  20th  he  reached  .Ma- 
jorga,  and  there,  by  completing  his  junction  v.  Iti* 
Sir  D.  Baird,  imiied  the  whole  British  arnn, 
which  now  amounted  to  23,000  infantry,  2,300  c.;- 
valrv,  the  latter  being  in  advance  within  a '^etv 
miles  of  S.ihagtin,  were  about  700  of  the  enemy’.; 
cavalry  were  posted.  Lord  Paget  attempted  i.o 
surprize  and  caiT-y  off  this  corp.s,  and  though  h.i.s 
complete  success  was  prevented  by  an  accident,  i 'C 
dispersed  them  and  brought  off  157  prisone  -s.-- 
Frequent  skirmkhes  took  place,  with  die  sre^'e  ■ 
of  which  the  Rri'.i.sh  had  no  reason  to  De  di- 
i.sfied.  In  one  of  these  action.s,  a French  ofiic- 
of  chas.seurs  was  cut  down.  His  cloak  bag 
found  to  contain  a silver  ewer  and  basin,  beau 
clo-se  together,  for  more  convenient  packing, 
Irandles  of  some  silver  knives  and  foi'ks,  a gre,.  , 
many  trinkets  plundered  from  churches  ar.ci  . i 
embroidered  jacket,  wi;h  the  bad.ge  of  the  Icgi'.  ■, 
of  honour.  .Most  of  the  m ounded  E'.tgl.sh  * 
cut  in  the  head,  owing  to  tiudr  fantastic  ■ 

the  French  helmets  were  not  heavier,  tiiongl!  lin  . 
with  a hoop  of  iron,  and  protecting  tlie  side:  rf  ui- 
face,  either  widi  chain  or  bar  work.  On  die 
the  army  arriv'ed  at  vSuhagun;  the  wearlier  ua-  .-  * ■ 
vere,  t'ne  roads  bad  and  covered  witli  snow; 


Sir  D.  B.iird,  and  with  or  without  the  army  of 
Romana,  for  the  p'urpo.se  of  threatening  the  com- 
munic'ition  of  the  French.  On  the  12lh,  he 
marched  f?*om  Salamanca  to  Aloejos,  on  his  road 
to  Valladolid,  and  the  commencement  of  his  en- 
terpi'ize  was  signalized  by  tlie  capture  of  a small 
corps  of  the  enemy  at  the  village  of  Rusda;  an 
event  of  little  importance,  except  as  it  was  highly 
honorable  to  the  skill  and  enterprize  of  the  caval- 
ry under  tlie  orders  of  Brigadier  general  Stuart. — 

On  the  14di,  he  received,  at  Alcrjos,  the  first  in- 1 fidcntly  anticipa’cd  a glorious  victory.  Ti  e 
telligence  of  the  ba.se  surrender  of  Madrid  on  die  | nerai  was' less  sangnine.  “Idle  niovenjcnt  I 
4th — the  same  Madrid  wliich  the  junta,  at  Tala- ' making,”  he”said' to  Mr,  Frere,  “is  one; of  the 
vera,  on  the  8th,  had  declared  to  col.  Grah.tm  to  be''^  t i.  ..  i. 

still  under  arms;  indeed,  so  late  as  the  13th,  the 
junta  v/rote  from  Mei-ida  to  Estramadura,  that  i-.e 
people  still  heid  out  at  M.-.drid,  that  die  French  h.;C 
been  beaten  back,  and  gone  to  Zanigoza;  and  that 


consisting  of  18,000  men  under  Soult,  at  C;a 
and  Saldanha  The  .M-uquis  cf  Romana  Witl.  t..o 
wreck  of  Blake’s  army  with  whom  a co-cperiU.w;> 
had  been  concerted,  was,  on  the  23d,  at  .Vfun^i  1 •, 
with  about  7000  infantry,  120  liorse  and  8 pi  C;:;i 
of  artillery,  expecting  directions  for  tlie  comb,j.',.d 
attack. 

The  convents  in  Sahagun  ivere  pi-epared  for  'd'c 
reception  of  the  wounded;  the  soidicr:>  h;uleti  c 
orders  for  pi-eparation  with  rapUii-e,  for  tl  c’  •.  ■> 


rr.i 

ed 
,-.e 

my  Communication  with  Galiicia  intercep  f 
r wi.>h  it  to  be  apparent  to  the  whole  wo.  l- , 
it  is  to  ever)  inilvid;u4  «f  th^  rj-my,  that  w& 


dangerous  kind.  I not  only  ri.;k  to  be  suironr 
every  moment  by  superior  foregs,  but  t» 
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iiave  (lone  cver5’  thing-  in  our  power  to  support  the  I nant  with  the  Spaniards  for  tlicir  appai-ent  supine* 
Spanish,  c.ni  .e,  and  tiiat  we  Jo  abarido^n  it  until] ness;  tliey  were  exasperated  bv  U.e  cc^ncluct  of 
loitQ"  after  the  Spaniards  had  abandoned  it  them-  some  poor  wrtlchc-s,  whose  carts  li.-.d  been  piessed 


seh-es.” 

At  tile  hour  appointed  the  whole  .force  was  un- 
der arms;  ti;e  ri^ht  column  had  began  its  march, 
and  the  rest  were  in  hig-h  spirits,  expecting-  the 
word  of  command.  At  this  monient  a letter  ar- 
rived from  Roinana,  communicadug-  intelligence 
wliich  entirely  altered  the  tace  of  things.  Kein- 
f j;  cetnents  had  been  continually  pouring  forward 
to  the  assistance  of  Soult,  so  that  his  own  army- 
alone  was  much  superior  to  the  British.  Junot, 
who  had  advanced  from  Burges  to  Placentia, 
threatened  the  right  Hank  of  the  Bri  ish.  The 
corps  uirder  Leiebvre  which  had  advanced  to  Ta- 
lavei-a  de  la  Rayna  in  its  way  to  Badajos,  was  di- 
rected to  march  backward  on  Salamanca.  Bona- 
parte’* binrself,  in  person,  on  the  lUUi  of  December, 
marc  lied  from  Madrid  with  32,000  infantry  and 
800  cavalry;  even  Mortier’s  division,  which  was  on 
its  march  to  Zaraeroza,  was  stopped.  In  a word 
tile  whole  disposa^ile  force  of  the  Trench  arm}, 
forming  an  irregular  cresent,  were  marching  Ike 
radii  to  environ  the  Bridsh.  Thus  it  fully  appear- 
ed that  the  bold  measures  which  had  been  adop'ed 
b\-  Sir  Jc)hn  Moore,  had  prevented  the  immediate 
subjuga.ion  of  the  peninsula:  for  there  was  no- 
thing to  resist  the  victorious  career  of  Bonaparte 
in  the  South,  and  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  would  have 
yielded  to  him  as  easily  as  Madrid  had  done.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  what  M'as  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  British  General  to  extricate  his  army  from  its 
perilous  situation. 

THE  RE’i'REAT  OF  SIR  JOHN  MOORE. 

Immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
combination  of  the  enemy,  the  General  issued  his 
orders  for  tlie  army  to  return  to  quarters,  and  by 
day  break  the  next  morning  to  be  under  arms. — 
“In  mv  life,”  says  one  who  heard  the  order,  “I 
never  witnessed  such  an  instantaneously — with- 
ering el  iect  upon  any  body  of  living  creatures! 
A few  murmurs  only  were  heard,  but  evei-y  coun- 
tenance was  changed,  and  tliey  who,  the  minute 
before,  were  full  of  that  confidence  which  ensures 
victory,  were  at  once  deprived  of  all  heart  and 
hope.”  The  retreat  of  the  British  army  began 
bv  the  passage  of  the  river  E.slar.  Roiuana  was 
left'  in  possession  of  llie  bridge  of  Mansilla,  and  tlie 
ror.d  to  Leon;  Sir  D.  Baird  crossed  the  Eslur  by 
the"  ferry  of  Valencia,  where  he  took  post  to 
cover  the  magazines  at  Benevento  and  Zamora, — 
The  General  with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  on 
Cliristmas  day,  followed  General  Hope,  with  the 
reserve  and  the  light  brigades,  over  the  bridge. of 
Castro  Gonsaio.  I'hese  movements  were  ma.sked 
by  lord  Paget,  who,  advancing  close  to  the  divi- 
sions of  the  enemy,  fell  in  with  and  defeated  seve- 
ral detachments  of  cavalry  which  Bonaparte  had 
pushed  forward  from  Toidesillas.  A thaw  came 
on  the  day  they  first  fell  back,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  it  rained  heavily,  without  intermission; 
the  soil'  in  that  part  of  the  country  is  a heavy  loam, 
ami  the  roads  were  a foot  dee])  in  clay.  The  pro- 
clamadons  of  the  French  ti-avelled  faster  than  the 
Britith  army;  the.se  were,  as  usual,  full  of  pio- 
mlses  which  would  not  be  fulfilled,  imd  menaces 
which  would.  The  British  soldiers  were  indig- 

* It  is  asserted  liiat  when  Bonaparte  received 
intelligence  that  the  British  were  moving  to  the 
Duero,  he  said,  “Moore  is  the  only  general  fit  to 
contend  with  me,  I shall  advance  against  him  in 
person.”  Quaf t.  Rer.  Aug.  1809,  p.  208. 


to  carry  the  sick  ami  wounded,  and  who,  as  nianj 
of  them  as  could,  hkl  taken  their  mules  and  lun 
away  in  the  night,  partly  from  natural  seihshness, 
S'* ill  more  because  the  movements  of  a retrea:  u>g 
army  exposed  tliem.selves  to  imminent  danger,  ^nd 
their  beasts  to  certain  desirucdon.  Weary  and 
-disheartened,  in  want  of  rest  and  food,  disappoint- 
ed of  their  confident  hopes  of  victory,  ana  indig- 
nant at  turning  their  backs  upon  an  enemy  m bom 
they  would  .so  eagei-ly  have  ntet  in  tiie  field,  ii  was 
a relief  to  them  to  g'ive  veuL  to  tl.o.se  feelings,  in 
the  shape  of  anger,  upon  the  only  objects  within 
their  reach.  In  this  temper  they  began  co  plunder 
and  comrnit  havock  wlieiever  they  went;  and  cue 
officers,  many  of  w horn  already  nmrnnued  at  the 
rapidity  of  their  retreat,  and  were  discontented  at 
the  total  silence  wdiicii  the  comniander  m chief 
maintained  respecting  his  future  measures,  did  not 
exei-t  themselves  as  they-  ought  to  have  done,  to 
prevent  these  excesses. 

Dec.  26. — Sir  D.  Baird,  who  took  the  shorter 
line  to  Astorga,  by  w^ay  of  V’^alencia,  effected 
his  march  without  molestation.  The  sick  and 
wounded,  follow  ing  the  same  track,  halted  at 
tKe  latter  place,  to  pass  the  night.  Ifardly 
w-ere  they  provided  with  the  nece^sm-y  food,  and 
laid  to  rest,  befoi-e  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and 
they  were  again  hurried  into  the  wagg'ons.  The 
night  w’as  cold,  misty,  and  exceeding  datk,  and 
the  Ezla  "Was  to  be  forded  some  little  distance  from 
the  town.  The  ford  is  dangerous,  because  of  the 
rapidity  of  the  stream,  occasioned  by  two  narrow 
banks  of  shingles,  which  form  an  angle  in  the  n.id- 
dle;  and  at  this  time  the  river  was  fast  rising, 
from  the  melting  of  the  snow  upon  the  mountains. 
Perilous,  however,  as  the  ford  w'as,  the  passage 
was  accomplished,  without  other  loss  than  that  of 
some  baggage  waggons  w-hich  broke  down.  In 
the  mean  time  the  other  division  of  the  army  un- 
der Sir  John  Moore,  reached  Benevento;  there 
the  soldiers  had  an  opportunity  of  displaying  a 
spirit  more  becoming  them  as  Em  lishmen.  Scon 
after  the  rear  of  the  army  had  marched  into  die 
tow-n,  Dec.  27,  an  alarm  was  given  that  the  enemy 
vvas  on  the  opposite  heights.  In  itn  instant  all  was 
on  the  alert;  every  man  hastened  to  his  place  of 
rendezvous;  and  the  cavalry  poured  out  of  the 
gates: — the  plain  on  the  opposite  side  was  covered 
with  fugitives,  and  the  streets  were  filled  with 
women  tiewailing  their  fate,  aiid  calling  on  their 
Saints  and  their  Virgin  for  protection.  I'he 
French,  seeing  w’ith  wdiat  alacrity  they  would  be 
encountered,  looked  at  them  from  the  heights, 
and  retired.  On  the  following  morning  when  the 
troops  resumed  their  retreat,  and  the  whole  infan- 
try and  cavalry  had  departed,  intelligence  arrived 
that  the  French  were  again  appearing,  and  that 
their  cavalry  were  in  the  act  of  passing  the  Ezla. 
Lord  Paget  and  Gen.  Stuart  were  still  in  the 
tow-n.  Lord  Paget,  still  seekijig  danger,  from  the 
double  impulse  of  courage  and  wielchedness,  has- 
tened to  the  spot;  he  found  four  squadrons  of  im- 
perial guards  already  fbniied,  and  skirmishing 
with  the  piquets;  oiher  cavalry  were  in  tlie  act 
of  passing.  The  tenth  hmsars  were  sent  for:  as 
soon  as  they  arrived,  Gen.  Siuart  placed  himself 
at  the  bead  of  the  piquets,  and  cbmged  the  ene- 
my. The  French  gave  -way,  and  repasstd  the  lord 
more  precipitately  than  they  had  crossed  it.  On 
the  other  side  they  formed  again,  and  thieatened 
a second  attempt;  but  three  pieces  of  horse  artil- 
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lery,  ’-vhichnow  came  up,  were  stationed  near  the 
brid'i^e,  and  opened  a fire  upon  them  that  did  con- 
siderable execution.  About  70  prisoners  were  ta- 
ken; amonw“  them  was  the  young’  Gen.  Lefebvre, 
commander  of  the  imperial  g-uards.  It  was  said  that 
the  Emperor  himself  was  on  the  heights,  and 
viewed  this  action.  The  ardor  of  the  French  was 
manifestly  damped — and  Moore  soon  after  uniting 
wi  ii  Sir  D.  Baird,  proceeded  (Dec.  30)  on  to  Villa 
Franca  and  Lugo.  At  Astorga  all  the  superfluous 
camp  equipage  was  destroyed,  and  all  the 
sumpeer  mules,  horses,  &c.  that  could  not  keep 
up  with  tlie  mules,  abandoned.  On  the  march,  the 
military  chest  was  sacrificed.  Barrels  full  of  dol- 
lars were  staved  and  precipitated  over  rocks  into 
ravines,  dens  and  rivers.  From  Astorga  to  Lugo, 
the  road  lay  for  the  most  part  through  bleak  moun- 
tains, covered  with  snow,  affording  so  scanty  a sup- 
ply ofpr ovisions,  owing  to  the  marches  of  the  dif- 
ferent arm.es  backwai*ds  and  forwards,  that  the 
troops  wei-e  sometimes  two  days  without  tasting 
any  food.  The  men,  half  famished,  half  frozen, 
and  a'togetlier  desperate,  were  no  longer  in  any 
subordination.  They  forced  their  way  into  the 
houses  where  their  rations  should  have  been  serv- 
ed, seized  it  by  force,  and  destroyed  more  than 
they  could  carry  away.  During*  the  march  the  ex- 
tremes of  Vice  and  misery  seemed  to  meet.  In 
some  of  the  villages  the  unburied  dead  bodies  of 
tbs  inhabitants  lay  outstretched  before  the  doors 
of  their  own  houses,  from  -which  they  had  been 
driven  by  the  Unrelenting  soldier,  urged  by  his 
own  necessities,  to  perish  with  cold  and  hunger. — 
In  others  no  trace  of  inhabitants  were  to  be  found,  j 
Stragglers  from  different  corps  plundered  the| 
different  magazines,  commissaries,  stores  and : 
cellars,  and  afterwads  lay  intox  cated  by  the  side- 
way, mixed  with  the  sick  and  those  overcome  witli 
fatigue,  to  be  trampled  under  the  feet,  or  mangled 
by  the  sabres  of  the  enemy.t  Besides  tlie  terrible 
example  of  a man  who  had  been  shot  at  V ilia  Franca, 
for  such  conduct,  Gen.  Moore  held  up  other  warn- 
ings, not  less  impressive.  Several  strag'glers  who 
had  been  hacked  and  liewed  by  the  Frencii  troopers, 
were  led  through  their  respective  corps,  as  exam- 
ples of  the  consequences  of  drunkenness  and  diso- 
bedience to  orders. 

Bonaparte  pursued  no  further  than  Astorga;  he 
then  charged  Marshal  Soult  with  what  he  called 
“the  glorioufi  mission  of  destroying  the  Engl.sii 
army — of  driving  them  into  the  sea.”  I'he  Bintish 
army  pur.sned  their  weary  way,  without  provison  to 
sustain  nature,  shelter  from  the  rain  and  snow, 
fuel  for  fire,  to  keep  the  vital  heat  from  total 
extinction,  a place  where  the  sick  and  fatigued 
could  rest  a moment  in  safety.  All  that  had  hi- 
therto been  suffered  was  but  the  prelude  to  this 
consummate  scene  of  horrors.  It  was  still  attempt- 
ed to  carry  on  some  of  t'!ie  sick  and  wounded;  and 
the  beasts  winch  drew  tliem  failed  at  every  ste]);  i 
they  were  left  in  the  waggons  to  pet  islt  in  the  i 
snows.  “I  looked  rouni,”  satts  an  officer,  “when  I 
we  had  hardly  gamed  the  highest  point  of  tliose', 
slippery  precipice.s,  and  ^aw  he  rear  of  the  ainiyj 
winding  along  the  narro’vV  road.  I saw  tiiea'wayj 
marked  b”  the  wretciied  people  who  lay  on  alF 
sides  expiring,  from  fatigue  and  Die  severity  ofj 


the  snow;  their  bodies  reddened  in  spots  the  white 
surface  of  the  ground.”  The  men  were  now  des- 
perate; excessive  fatigue,  and  the  feeling  of  dis- 
grace there  was  in  thus  retreating,  or  as  they 
said,  ninniug  away  from  the  enemy,  excited  in 
them  a feeling  which  was  almost  mutinous.  A 
few  hours  pause  was  what  they  unanimously 
wished  for,  an  opportunity  of  facing  the  French, 
the  chance  of  an  honorable  and  speedy  death,  the 
certainty  of  sweetening  their  sufferings  by  taking 
vengeance  on  their  pursuers.  A Portuguese  bul- 
lock-driver, who  had  faitlifully  served  the  Eiiglish 
from  the  first  day  of  their  march,  was  seen  on  his 
knees  am.d  the  snow,  with  his  hands  clasped, dying 
in  the  attitude  and  act  of  prayer.  He  had  al  least 
the  hopes  and  the  actual  consolation  and  com- 
fort of  religion  in  his  passing  hour.  The  soldiers 
who  threw  themselves  down  to  perish  by  the 
way  side,  gave  utterance  to  far  ditferent  feelings 
wii-h  their  dying  breath;  shame  and  strong  anger 
were  their  la.st  sentiments,  and  their  groans  weie 
mingled  with  imprecations  upon  the  Spaniards, 
by  whom  they  fancied  themselves  betra}  ed,  and 
the  generals,  who  rather  let  them  die  like  beasts, 
than  take  tlie  chance  in  the  field  of  battle.  That 
no  horror  might  be  wanting,  women  and  chil- 
dren accompanied  this  wretched  army;  some  were 
frozen  to  death  in  the  baggage  waggons,  wli  ch 
were  broken  down,  or  left  upon  the  road  for  w.mt 
of  cattle;  some  died  of  fatigue  and  cold,  while 
the  infants  were  pulling*  at  the  exhausted  breast 
— one  woman  was  taken  in  labor  upon  tlie  moim- 
tain;  she  lay  down  at  the  turning  of  an  angle, 
more  sheltered  than  the  rest  of  the  way  from  the 
sleet  which  drifted  along;  there  she  was  found 
dead,  and  two  babes,  which  she  had  brought  forth, 
struggling  in  the  snow;  a blanket  \yas  thrown  over 
her  to  hide  her  from  sight — the"  Chly  buri-al  that 
could  be  afforded,  and  the  infants  were  given  in 
charge  to  another  woman. 

(to  be  continued.) 


Philosophical  Disquisitions. 

NO.  IV. 

From  what  has  been  said  in  my  former  number, 
animal  life  is  the  continued  application  of  new  mat- 
ter acting  upon  org*unlzed  animal  matter,  produc- 
ing mot  iou  in  the  animal  on  which^t  acts;  but  does 
tlie  action  of  exciting  matter  on  animal  matter,  give 
us  all  the  phenomena  of  life?  How  are  we  to  cx- 
pbain  sensation,  volition,  irritadon,  the  passions,  &c. 

In  order  to  do  this,  I will  first  observe,  that 
there  IS  a?/  uninterrupted  communication  kept  up 
between  lhatpartof  an  organized  animal  called  liie 
brain,  and  eiery  other  p ul  of  the  body;  this  com- 
municadon  ;,wcen  the  brain  ;md  body,  is  occasi- 
oned b}'  ;m  unknown  modification  of  matter,  called 
nerves;  they  have  their  origin  from  the  brain,  and 
are  d stribated  to  every  part  ofan  organized  animal; 
those  nerves,  which  are  intended  for  the  senses, 
have  their  orighi  iniinediately  troui  the  subsuaice 
of  ilic  brain;  those  which  produce  ihe  great  variety 
of  voiantar}',  involuntaiy  and  mixed  motions,  o'.  i- 
ginaic  from  the  spinal  marrow:  now  as  soon  as  one 
oi  ilvose  nerves  passes  off  from  the  brain  or  spine, 
it  di  vid.es  and  subdivides  invo  an  infinite  numbei  of 


f Tlie  ciiild  old-,  woman  ■who  died  of  hunger  and 
fatigue,  was  lound  cli  iging  and  trying  to  di'aw 
sustenance  from  the  cold  breasts  o.'-dts  lifeless  mo- 
ther! A soldier  of  a H.ghland  regiment,  took  the 
infant,  carried  it  along  with  him,  and  now  protects 
and  calls  it  liis  child. — AiirmaiRegisier,  vol.51,  p,19: 


ininv.V  branches  .md  ram ifical ions,  perv.idiiig  the 
ino-;T  rielicHte  lihre  of  every  part  of  the  animal  solid. 

Now,  the  great  vai  ieyv  of  sensation,  voii'  ion,  ir- 
ritation,  &c  must  be  produced  by  the  great  varie- 
ty of  exciting  matter,  acting  upon  the  ends  of  those 
nerves,  producing  motion  in  them,  which  motion 
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communicated  to  the  brain.  An  idea  then,  seems 
to  be  notliing-  more  than  motion  produced  in  the 
brain  by  exciting*  matter,  from  without,  acting'  upon 
•the  aid  of  a nerve,  and  it  seems  hig’hly  probable, 
that  this  is  the  case  with  respect  to  all  ideas  and 
every  facuh  v the  mind  possesses. 

In  order  to  explain  this  more  clearly,  I will  give  a 
fjw  examples.  The  exciting  matter  of  a ray  of  light, 
acts  upon  the  retina  of  the  eye,  this  produces  motion 
in  the  retina,  which  gives  rise  to  perception  in  the 
brain,  through  the  medium  of  the  optic  nerve, 
hence  the  origin  of  light  and  objects.  The  exciting 
rnat-er  ot  sound,  produces  vibration  in  the  air,  which 
acts  upon  ihe  tympanum  of  the  ear;  motion  is  com- 
inunicated  to  the  brain  through  tlie  medium  of  the 
auditory  nerve,  hence  the  origin  of  heai'ing.  The 
exciting*  matter  of  odors,  acts  upon  a very  delicate 
membrane  of  the  nose,  this  membrane  is  put  in  mo- 
tion, which  is  conveyed  to  the  brain  by  the  olfac- 
tory nerve;  hence  tiie  origin  of  smell.  The  ex- 
citing matter  of  food  acts  upon  the  tongue,  mo- 
tion i.-5  conveyed  to  the  brain;  hence  the  origin  of 
taste.  Various  exciting  matter  acts  upon  tlie  ends 
of  the  fuigers  and  surface  of  the  body,  motion  is 
coinniunicated  to  iJie  brain  through  the  medium  of 
a variety  of  nerves;  hence  the  origin  of  touch  or 
teellng', 

due  great  variety  of  exciting  matter  produces 
the  great  variety  of  motion,  and  the  gveat  variety  of 
r?io;ion  produces  the  great  vai'iety  of  sensation,  vo- 
lition, <n*itau6hs,  &.c.  either  ag*i*eeable  or  disagreem- 
ble  to  the  animal  on  which  it  acts.  The  exciting 
matter  of  contag'ion  produces  motion,  unfriendly  to 
the  animal  nerve  on  which  it  acts;  hence  the  origin 
of  epidemic  level*.  The  exciting  matter  of  food, 
driuK,  &c.  produces 'motion  friendly  to  the  nerve 
which  receives  it;  hence  the  origin  of  health, 

Kow,  as  long  as  exciting  matter  continues  its 
action  on  animal  matter,  so  as  to  produce  motion, 
which  has  not  a tendency  to  destroy  organization, 
the  animal  is  supported  by  it;  but  when  it  acts,  in 
euch  a manner  as  to  disarrange  its  parts;  without 
arranging*  them  again,  the  animal  becomes  jneapa- 
hie  ot  performing'"  h^s  ofrice.  " Organization  being 
destroyed  b}'  the  improper  apjilication  of  exciting 
matter,  the  parts  of  which  it  was  composed  become 
exciting  inatter  for  other  animals  producing  new 
Ci  ganizaaon.  When  w*e  consider,  tliat  ah  animal 
IS  notiiiiig*  more  than  an  organised  machine  placed 
Within  the  l e^ch  of  a great  variety  of  exciting*  mat- 
ter, and  that  a certain  portion  of  it  is  contintiaily 
acting  upon  it  in  order  to  produce  motion,  itwoiilii 
not,  at  fust  view,  seem  strange  that  this  organ 
e..ould  be  so  ofeen  out  of  repair. 

Ail  die  matler  of  which  animals  ai*e  composed,  is 
divided  by  physiologisis,  into  solid  and  fluid.  The 
■golid  parts'-  consist  of  bone,  curtiiag-e,  rnurxle,  inte. 
gument,  nerve, - fic.  Tiie  fluids  consist  of  blood 
and  ih.'tt  which  is  foi  med  fromit — although  tlie  solid 
r.uiv  appear  to  be  entirely  free  from  fluidity,  yet  when 
subjcc.ed  'to  xhemical  analysis  it  is  found  to  contain 
a considerabfe  pon  jon  of  fluid  mutter,  every  portion 
IS  •continually  receiving  a due  portion 
Oi  moisture  for 'the'  purpu.se  of  keeping  up  a s'affi- 
cient  degrec  ot  rootiQh' th  rmeserve  i.s  organization. 
'X  he  fluid,  v.  luch  filters  thrp'dg*)!  the  soiid’is  contin’u- 
e ;;  ac'ring  ’upon  it,  by  reason  of  i':s  *uffn.ty;  as  it 
ircr.h.ie.-.,  a.poi'tion  oi  the '-.sol.d -is  caniefl  along 
'■’■■'id’  rne  tiuKi,  mud  leaves  a pbrtioji  q‘f  fluid  mat  ter 
! ■•:-,  tirl  'd •supply  the  place  of  the  wo'fn'down  solid. 

A-'-Cr  fliiiti’  m.  t"  er  haa  'acted'  some  time  oh  solid 
V:  ttv  ■ , the  uct'»veen  die  two  is  lessened  in 

dt’.xscquencc  s,i‘  c.ht.  giC«.mr  aifinity  existing  bjjtweei: 


the  solid  aggregate;  this  affrniA'  increases  until  the 
animal  solid  ai'rives  to  a certain  age,  for  the  more 
dense  and  solid  matter  becomes  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, the  greater  must  be  the  powers  required 
to  overcome  its  resistance.  This  is  the  case  with 
most  matter  as  far  it  has  come  under  m}'  observa- 
tion, and  I have  also  observed,  the  longer  a given 
bulk  of  matter  remains  together,  the  more  firmly 
united  and  consolidated  it  b^ecomes,  and  its  affinity 
for  other  matter  diminished. 

Fluid  matter  now  exerts  a more  feeble  influence 
upon  solid  matter;  it  passes  through  it  without 
producing  the  sione  sensible  changes  as  was  fo.i- 
merly  observed;  now  when  fluidity  passes  through 
a solid  having  but  little  aifinity  for  it,  its  motion 
must  be  necessarily  slow,  unless  remote  affinity  im- 
pells  it  forward.  The  circulation  of  all  the  fluids 
being  i*etarded  in  consequence  of  worn-down  affinity, 
it  is  at  length  incapable  of  exerting  any  mfluence 
upon  solid  matter;  the  parts  of  which  the  solid 
are  composed,  have  so  great  an  affinity  for  each 
other,  that  exciting  matter  cannot  act  upon  it  in 
such  a manner  as  to  produce  the  variety  of  motion 
necessary  to  the  life  of  the  solid;  it  now  exhibits 
none  of  the  phenomena  of  life.  This  I imagine  to 
be  the  ca.se  with  verj^  old  animals,  tliat  die  with 
age:  for  it  has  come  under  tlie  observation  of  al- 
most every  person,  that  when  an  animal  arrives  to  a 
great  age,  the  solids  bccoir.e  rigid,  and  will  not  give 
way  to  the  inijmlsc  of  tlie  fluids;  of  course  the  cir- 
culation of  the  blood,  and  all  the  fluids  secreted 
from  it,  glide  slowly  through  the  sj  stem:  the  fibres 
of  the  stomach  become  incapable  of  acting  upon 
the  contained  food;  of  course  a lai*ger  portion  than 
is  consistent  with  health  is  required  to  rouse  the 
stomach  into  action;  the  lac  teals  do  not  absorb  a 
.sufficient  quantity  of  chyle;  the  intestines  become 
torpid;  the  power  of  the  heart  ;md  arteries  lose 
their  force  and  frequency;  and  death  from  worn 
down  affinity  closes  Ae  scene.  The  old  organ  loses 
gradually  the  parts  of  which  it  is  composed,  and 
becomes  exciting*  matter  for  new  organic  germs.—? 
The  time  requii*ed  for  its  dissolution  depends  in  a 
great  degree  upon  the  manner  exciting  matter*  acts, 
and  the  demand  neighboring*  organic  germs  have 
for  it. 

Physiologists  all  agree  in  opinion,  that  the  solids 
of  all  animals  derive  their  existence  fi'om  fluids, 
although  strictly  speaking,  tlrere  is  no  such  th.ng 
in  matter  as  fluidily,  for  it  seems  to  be  nothii'ig 
more  than  solidity  partially  antagonized  by  re- 
pulsion. The  male  semen  when  it  first  comes  in 
contact  with  the  ova  of  the  ovarium,  is  in  a fluid 
sla’e,  but  m a short  time,  it  assumes  a very  difier- 
ent  form,  viz.  from  a fluid  paste  to  the  bar  clesi  bone. 
In  tracing  the  rudiments  of  a new  beir»g  from  flui- 
dity to  a state  of  solidity,  it  is  necessi-.r'y  to  observe, 
that  a gi'eat  portion  of  the  solids  of  all  animids  ex- 
hibit a fibrous  appearance,  those  fibres  were  evi- 
dently formed  from  vessels  circulating  fiukl.  In 
the  embryon  stale,  'fluids  pass  wiihoui  much  resist- 
ance; but  as  soon  as  fluid  and  affinity  creeled  their 
afrectiohs,  the  fluid  found  considerable  resistance, 
made  on  ihe  pari  ex' the  solid;  tl.is  resistance  in- 
creases, and  at  length  the  fluid  maUei*  is  not  sufler- 
ed  to  pas.s’'through  the  solid,  unless  it  is  tiie  more 
volatile  p'.u*'ts;  E\  ei*y  luriiiria  of  bone,  fibre,  muscle, 
tendon,  &c.  seems  to  il^^^  e been  once  vascular, 
but  the  continued  application  of  fluid  maUcr  causes 
the  vessel,  tiirough  which  it  ]>asses  to  thiokon:  the 
diameter  oi  eaon ' circular  fibic  is  continually  be- 
coming les;;  until  all  the  fibres  of  whicli  the  vessel 
Was'  first  formed;  became 'solid.  Yv'ere  Hot  this 
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the  case,  how  are  we  to  account  for  the  fibres  of 
muscle,  bone,  8cc.  running-  more  or  less  parallel  to 
each  other — these  fibres  are  very  plainly  seen  in  the 
muscles  of  an  adult,  or  bones  of  a fcrtus.  As  soon 
as  one  vessel  becomes  solid,  and  has  obstructed  the 
passag-e  of  fluids,  it  is  compelled  to  seek  another 
route  hi  the  neighborhood  of  the  solid:  the  solid  now 
directs  the  course  of  the  fluid  along  its  surface,  ami 
in  a short  time,  a thin  and  delicate  membrane  is 
formed  around  the  fluid:  tlie  fluid  now  is  no  longer 
g-overned  by  the  solid  which  first  directed  its  course, 
having  a reservoir  of  its  own,  it  circulates  through 
it,  and  imparts  fluidity  to  its  inner  surface,  until  it 
becomes  a solid  by  the  laws  of  affinity. 

Now,  we  have  two  p-irallel  fibres,  with  a delicate 
membrane,  or  bond  of  union  between  them;  this 
seems  to  be  tlie  first  solid  part  formed  from  fluid 
matter,  it  pervades  the  whole  body,  and  gives  union 
and  strength  .to  it.  This  membrane  by  physiolo- 
gists is  called  cellular,  from  its  having  a number  of 
cells.  It  must  be  formed  at  a very  early  period,  for 
as  -soon  as  fluid  matter  comes  in  contact  with  the 
solid  matter,  one  portion  of  tlie  former  united  with 
another  portion  of  the  latter:  there  is  now  a medi- 
um between  the  density  of  the  two:  this  new  mat- 
ter increases  in  solidity  by  its  affinity,  until  a thin 
niembriuie  is  formed:  fluid  matter  now,  has  a le.jS 
affinity  for  it;  singular  changes  hike  place  in  the 
fluid  contained  in  the  membrane,  until  the  whole 
becomes  a solid.  To  give  the  reader  a more 
correct  idea  of  this  substance,  let  us  take  for 
instance,  any  of  the  hu-ge  muscles,  and  mace- 
rate it  in  Water  for  several  days,  when  taken 
out,  a tliin  membrane  is  found  partly  detached; 
this  is  the  connecting  medium  between  the 
muscle  and  its  fcliowi  af  er  this  coat  is  removed, 
the  muscle  seems  to  be  composed  of  a number  of  j 

р. irailel  fibres;  remove  tiiese  fibres,  and  we  lindj 
each  connected  to  its  fellow  by  a like  membrane: 
so,  that  a muscle,  when  minutely  e.xamined,  is 
composed  of  nothing  but  a number  of  ihin  and  mi- 
nute lamina.  This  is  likewise  the  case  with  bone, ! 

с. a'tiliage,  &c.  The  periostium  seems  to  be  coeval ' 
V'ith  bene,  perhaps  it  is  first  formed,  ossification 
tiieu  takes  place  in  the  contained  fiuifl,  and  conti- 
nues until  the  whole  is  converted  into  bony  matter: 
this  hard  s-ubstaiice  having  closed  almost  every 
avenue:  fluid  matter  is  now  conducted  along  the 
surface  of  the  bone;  and  inconsequence  of  lessened 
affinity  between  the  two,  a substance  of  a softer 
consistence  is  formed  on  the  bone  called  cartillage. 
The  size,  strength  and  form  of  the  cartillage,  will 
depend  upon  the  size,  strength  and  form  of  the  bone, 
and  tlie  quantity  of  fluid,  which  comes  in  contact 
with  it.  Now  as  the  first  affinity  acts  with  the 
gi;eatest  force,  the  second  with  a less,  See.  it  seems 
probable  that  the  rudiments  of  the  hardest  sub- 
stance of  an  animal  are  first  formed,  viz.  bone. — 
The  next  affinity  acting  with  a less  force,  may  lay 
tiie  foundation  for  a substance  called  cartillage. — 
The  third  tendon,  muscle,  &c. 

Now  the  first  affinity  existing  between  the  male 
semen  :uid  die  fluid  which  is  contained  in  the  ova  of 
the  ovarium,  when  this  co.nies  in  contact,  is  the 
greatest;  of  course,  the  foundation  is  laid  for  the 
hardest  animal  sub.,tance,  minor  affinities  succeed 
tlie  first,  until  tlie  .solid  becomes  properly  formed 
and  org-aiiized,  it  is  now  o'lly  capable  of  giving  to 
the  fluidity  a small  portion  of  its  matter,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  receiving  from  tlie  fluid  mass,  new  matter 
equal  to  th:it  which  it  parted  wnth:  The  continu- 
ed application  of  fluidity  is  now  necessary  to  keep 
up  a degree  ofmoticnon  the  org^uitzed  body,  and 


i s motions  depend  upon  the  action  of  fluidity  and 
other  e.xciting  matwr. 

Having  traced  the  rudiments  of  a new  being 
from  tiic  fluid  to  the  solid  state,  and  finding  its  or- 
ganization similar  to  the  parent  mat.er,  which  gave 
it  exi.slence,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  the  parent 
is  not  cap;ible  of  supporting  it  any  longer;  it  is 
therefore  disengaged  from  its  place  of  confinement, 
and  ushered  into  light  and  lire.  lmmedi:iieiy  it 
oomes  into  existence,  it  is  acted  upon  by  exciting 
matter  very  different  from  that  furnished  by  tlie 
parent.  The  air,  for  instance,  acts  upon  the  hing.s 
and  tender  surface  of  the  body;  the  efibet  of  tins 
is  an  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  infant,  to  relieve 
pain;  it  cries  aloud,  the  lungs  now  become  dihaed 
by  atmospheric  air,  the  vital  parts  of  which  are  ab- 
sorbed by  the  small  blood  vessels  of  the  lungs;  it 
stimulates  tliem  to  action;  the  circulation  of  the 
red  fluid  is  put  in  more  rapid  motion,  and  conti- 
nues to  go  on  until  life  ceases  to  exist.  In  order  that 
parental  affinity  may  not  be  entirely  wiLtidiawn 
after  the  new  being  is  disengaged  from  the  p^j-ent, 
the  first  .->ix  or  nine  months  it  sucks  tiie  breast  of 
die  mother.  Ic  is  then  capable  of  witiistanding  ihe 
great-  variety  of  rougli  ag-cnls,  which  have  a ‘ten- 
dency to  destroy  it:  the  world  is  now  before  it 
where  to  choose,  and  exciting  matter  its  gm<le. 

Clues. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday  Feb.  14. — After  disposing  of  some  private 
petitions — 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Irill 
for  arming  the  militia;  when  on  nioiion  of  Mr. 

Tior,  an  antendment  was  made  to  tliat  section  of  the 
bill  which  inflicts  a penalty  on  the  re])resentative  of 
any  deceased  militiamen,  improperly  withholding 
his  arms. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  stated  that  he  yesterday  voted  in  fa- 
vor of  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  leaving  it  with  the 
respective  states  or  territories  to  distribuxe  the  arms 
provided  by  this  bill,  in  such  a manner  as  they  may 
iLirect.  He  now  wibhed  to  have  that  vote  reconsi- 
dered, and  moved  to  that  oflcct. 

I'he  yeas  and  nays  were  called  upon  the  question. 
Mr.  Lacock  observed,  that  as  this  was  an  impor- 
tant que.stion,  upon  which,  perhaps,  the  fate  oi  the 
bill  depended,  he  could  wish  to  have  it  decided  in  a 
fuller  house,  there  being  baieh'  a quorum  of  mem- 
bers present.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  house 
adj  ourn. — Carried. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 

J\[onday,  Feb^  \J . — Mr.  Bacon,  from,  tlie  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  made  the  folio\\'ing 
poRTANX  SPECIAL  BEPOlt'r,  whicli  was  read,  refer-, 
red  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  IMonday  next, 
and  ordered  to  be  pj’inted: 

REPORT. 

Fhe  CoM^tTTTT-E  of  WAYS  Qvd  5TT..I.X.S  taken 

into  their  constderation  the  subject  of  the  revenue 
and  ti'pendUvre  oftlw  United  iSfatte,fer  tJut  pre- 
sent and  tnvo  mcceediiig  years,  m perticular  'refer- 
reiice  to  a state  of  contemplated  leur  dvrmy  a great- 
er portion  of  tJujt period,  ask  leave  to  i:E.pon'r, 

Tiiat  tiie  ordinary  e.'.pe  is;::s  during  the  present 
year,  gi-oinuied  on  the  <.  ..tijn -te  already  laid  bef'^re. 
cop.grc-S,  are  eaiiiuatecLus  Co.auws,  vnz. 
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Expenses  of  a civil  nature  both  fo- 
reign and  domestic. 

Army,  exclusive  of  the  additional  mi- 
litary force  authorised  by  the  act 
the  present  session,  and  including' 
^ 32,800,  for  the  service  of  militia 
m the  vears  1809,  1810  and  1811, 

N aval  department,  including  the  ma- 
rine corps. 

Arsenals,  arms,  ordnance,  repairs  of 
foilifications,  including  ^ 200,000, 
permanent  appropriations  for  the 
purchase  and  manufacture  of  arms, 
Indian  department. 

Interest  on  the  public  debt. 

Total  ordinary  expenses. 

That  the  actual  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury during  die  same  year  are  esti- 
m . ted  at 


Leaving  a def  c’d  in  the  receipts  of  1,200,000 

Which  del’ c . may  however  be  paid  out  of  the 
monies  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  tlie  close  of  the 
year,  leaving  a sum  of  ^ 1,800,000  on  hand,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  would  not  be 
prudent  under  existing  circumstances  farther  to  ex- 
haust. 

That  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  present 
year  already  authorised  by  law,  or  which  by  bills 
pending  before  congress  are  in  a course  of  autho- 
rization, are  as  follows: 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 
equipage  and  other  quai'ter  mas- 
ter’s stores,  J 

Six  companies  of  mounted  rangers, 

Additional  military  force, 

Repairing  vessels  ©ut  of  commission 
and  pui'chase  of  timber  for  naval 
puj’poses, 

Ei’ection  of  additional  fortifications. 

Calling  out  certain  corps  of  volun- 
teers. 

Calling  out  militia 


estimated  as  for  tlie  present  year  at 
about 

To  which  must  be  added  the  interest 
then  accruing  on  the  loan  proposed 
to  be  autliorised  for  the  service  of 
the  present  year,  esiimating  the 
same  at  six  per  cent,  and  amount- 
ing to 

Making  the  revenue  necessary  to  be 
provided,  for  paying  the  ordinary 
expenses,  and  interest  on  loans  for 
that  5’ear  [and  leaving  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  of  the  year  also  to 
be  provided  for  by  loans] 

2,225,000 1 That  the  receipts  into  the  treasmy 
fi'om  the  present  sources  of  revenue 
during  that  year,  calculating  on  a 
state  of  war  during  a greater  por- 
tion of  the  present  year,  are  esti- 
mated (conjecturally)  at 
Leaving  a deficiency  to  be  pi’ovided 
fer  by  additional  revenues  to  be  re- 
ceived during  that  year  of 


1,260,000 


2.581.000 

2.500.000 


614.000 

220.000 


9,400,000 


8,200,000 


1,900,000 
108,772 
5,112,560  26 


680,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 


Estimating  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
1814  as  for  the  present  year  at  about 
And  adding  the  interest  accruing  on 
the  loan  proposed  for  the  present 
year 

And  also  the  interest  then  accruing 
on  the  loan  which  in  all  probability 
may  be  necessary  to  cover  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  1813,  and 
which  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
calculate  at  less  than  eleven  millions 
Making  the  revenue  necessary  to  be 
provided,  for  paying  the  ordinary 
expenses  and  interest  on  loans  for 
that  year  [and  leaving  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  of  the  3'car  also  to 
be  provided  fof  by  loans] 
Estimating  the  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury from  the  present  soui'ces  of 
revenue  during  that  year  at 


^ 9,000,006 

660,000 

g 9,660,000 

3,100,000 
g 6,560,000 
g 9,000,000 
660,009 

660,000 

g 10,320,000 
3,100,000 


g 10,801,332  26  Leaving  a deficiency  to  be  provided 
Total  extraordinary'^  expenses  (say)  11,000,000  for  by  additional  revenues  to  be  re- 

Tue  whole  of  which  sum  t is  necessary'’  and  is  ceived  during'  that  year*  of  g 7,220,000 

accordwigiy  proposed  to  raise  by  loan  conformable  to  Under  this  prospective  view  of  the  financial  situ- 
the  bill  herewitli  reported  by  the  committee.  ation  of  the  government,  it  became  in  the  judg- 
That  the  amount  of  the  prrnc  .pal  of  the  public  ment  of  the  comimittee  their  imperious  duty  as  well 
debt  wiiicli  is  reimbursable  during  the  skme  year,  in  reference  to  the  obligations  incumbent  upon  Idiem 
consi,  ing  of  six  per  cent,  deferred  and  exchang-  from  the  general. trust  with  which  they  were  cloth- 
ed stock  is  g 2,135,000  ed,  as  also  in  deference  to  that  portion  of  the  mes- 

And  in  the  event  of  stocks  falling  be-  sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which 

i had  been  specially  referred  to  their  consideraiiun, 
I to  enter  as  early  as  possible  upon  a system  of  ways 
and  means  calculated  to  provide  a revenue,  “suffi- 
! cient  at  least  to  defray  tlie  ordinary  expenses  of  go- 
ivernment,  and  to  pa}'  the  interest  on  the  public 
' debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  wiiich  may  be 
3,640,000  authorised.” 

Any  provision  falling  short  of  tliis  requisition. 


lev.  par  [therebv  imposing  upon 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund  an  obligation  to  pimchase  in 
O’  eJej-  to  sati.sfy  the  annual  appro- 
pri.  hon  of  eight  millions  of  dollars 
fin-  :re  reduction  of  the  public  debt] 
mr.  y amount  to  tlie  further  sum  of 


Toi  1 amount  of  the  principal  of  the 
p':b'.ic  debt  winch  may  become  re- 
biib’-U'sable  during  the  present  year 

V.n.ich  sum  it  is  also  proposed  to 
aur!n,ii'i.-.e  the  commmis.sioneis  of  the 
si' ing' fund  to  borrow,  conformable 
t'  ''eh  bill  as  may  hereafter  be  re- 
ported. 

Tiiat  \,hc  ordinary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment for  tile  year  1813,  may  be 


g5, 775, 000 


would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  betray  an 
improvidence  in  the  government,  tending  to  impair 
its  g'cneral  character,  to  sap  the  foundations  oi  its 
credit,  and  to  enfeeble  its  energies  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  contest  into  which  it  may  soon  be  driven 
in  defence  of  its  unquestionabie  rights,  and  for  the 
repulsion  of  long  continued  and  most  aggravated 
aggressions.  Sliould  the  ruinous  s}'stem  of  rel}  ing 
aitogetlier  upon  the  aid  of  loans,  for  defraying,  not 
only  the  extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  present 
and  succeeding  years,  but  also  a large  portion  both 
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of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  g'oyernment,  and  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on  new 
loans,  be  suffered  to  prevail,  and  no  additional  re- 
venues be  seasonably  provided,  it  will  result,  that 
the  loans  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  authorise  du- 
ring the  year  1813,  must  amount  to  at  least  10,560,000 
dollars,  and  for  1814,  to  18,220,000  dollars;  an  ope- 
ration wliich,  by  throwing  into  the  market  so  large 
an  amount  of  stock,  accompanied  with  no  adequate 
provision  for  paying  even  the  interest  accruing  on 
such  as  may  be  created,  but  relying  altogether  upon 
the  decreasing  ability  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  such  interest,  must  have  a most  unfavorable 
effect  upon  the  general  price  of  public  stocks,  and 
the  consequent  terms  of  the  loans  themselves. — 
It  may  be  added,  that  a system  of  that  sort  would, 
it  is  believed,  be  found  altogether  unprecedented 
in  the  financial  history’’  of  any  wise  and  regular 
governnient,  and  must  if  yielded  to,  produce  at  no 
distant  period,  that  general  state  of  public  discredit 
wiiich  attended  the  national  finances  during  the  w^ar 
of  the  revolution,  and  which  nothing  but  the  pecu- 
liar  circiimstanees  of  the  country,  and  the  wants 
of  a well  organised  and  efficient  government  during 
the  period  of  that  revolution,  could  at  all  justify. 

To  have  withheld  from  the  public  view  a fair  ex- 
position of  the  probable  state  of  the  fiscal  concerns 
of  , the  government,  under  the  first  pressure  of  active 
war,  or  to  have  deferred  submitting  to  the  house 
such  a system  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
was  indispensable  to  place  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try upon  a basis  commensurate  with  the  public  ex- 
igencies,  would  in  their  judgment,  at  once  have 
evinced  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations  an  imbecility 
of  action  and  of  design,  the  effects  of  which  must 
be  too  obvious  to  be  mistaken.  And  as  it  regards 
our  own  country,  w ould  have  indicated  a policy  as 
feeble  and  short  sighted,  as  it  must  have  been  consi- 
dered deceptive  and  disengenious;  as  unworthy  the 
rulers  of  a free  and  enlightened  nation,  as  in  its  re- 
sult it  would  have  been  found  fatal  to  its  interests, 
and  paralysing  to  all  its  efforts.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  whole  amount  w'hich  it  is  necessary  to  raise  in 
order  to  meet  the  anticipated  deficit  of  revenue  for 
the  ensuing  years,  is  indeed  “moderate  when  com- 
pared either  with  the  population  and  wealth  of  the 
United  States  or  with  the  burthens  laid  on  European 
nations  by  their  governments.” 

To  doubt  whether  the  “will  or  the  ability”  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  bear  such  burthens 
as  are  indispensable  to  this  end,  would  be  to  doubt 
their  dispositions  to  meet  seriously  the  contest 
wliich  is  presented  to  them,  and  w’ould  go  far  to 
prove  that  it  had  better  not  have  been  attempted. 

To  doubt  the  readiness  of  the  government  to 
bring  “promptly  and  efficiently”  into  action  the  ne- 
cessary resources  of  the  nation,  would  be  casting  dis- 
trust over  tlie  sincerity  of  tiiose  pledges  W'bich  they 
have  so  recently  and  distinctly  given  to  the  wmi'ld  iii 
that  respect,  and  would  imply  a "suspicion  of  their 
firmness  or  ffirecast  not  for  a'  moment  to  be  enter- 
tained. 

For  a more  full  and  distinct  elucidation  of  the  g'e- 
neral  .subject  which  it  has  become  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  present  to  the  house,  thea^  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  letter  of  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  answ’'er  to  the  several  enquiries  made  of  him  hj'- 
their  order,  and  w'liich  has  heretofore  been  laid  be- 
fore the  house;  concurring  as  they  most  fully  do  in 
the  general  opinion  expressed  by  him,  “'Fhat  tvhat 
appears  to  be  of  vital  importance  is,  that  the  cri.sis 
should  at  once  be  met  by  the  a<lopti(,u  of  efficient 
measures,  wffiich  will  with  certainty  provide  means 


commensurate  with  tine  expense,  and  by  preserv- 
ing unimpaired  instead  of  abusing  that  public  cre- 
dit on  which  tlie  public  resources  so  eminently  de- 
pend, will  enable  the  United  States  to  persevere  in 
the  contest,  until  an  honorable  peace  shall  have 
been  obtained.” 

It  is  then  proposed  by  the  committee,  tliat  th,e 
additional  revenue  which  will  be  necessary  “to  de- 
fray tlie  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  and  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that 
on  new  loans  w'hich  may  be  author i?.ed,”  should 
be  immediately  provided  tor  in  the  foilowdng  modes, 
viz. 

Isi.  Additional  duties  of  imposts  and  tonnage, 

1st.  An  increase  of  the  duties  now  pay- 
able by  law  on  imported  mereixan- 
dize  calculated  to  yield  a net  revenue 
of  % 2,500,00a 

2d.  A further  retention  on  tlie  amount 
of  all  drawbacks  allowed  by  law  on 
the  exportation  of  goods  wares  and 
merchandize,  calculated  to  yield  a 
net  revenue  of 

3d.  An  additional  tonnage  duty  on  A- 
merican  and  foreign  vessels,  calculat- 
ed to  yield  a net  revenue  of 
4tli.  A duty  on  salt  imported,  calculated 
to  )deld  a net  revenue  of 


Total  net  amount  of  revenue  estimated 
from  additional  duties  of  impost  and 
tonnage  § 3,200,000 

2c?.  Internal  duties. 

1st.  A duty  on  licences  to  distil  spirits 
from  foreign  and  domestic  materials, 
calculated  to  yield  a gross  revenue  of 
2d.  A duty  on  licences  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dize, including  tavern-keepers,  calcu- 
lated to  yield  a gross  revenue  of 
3d.  A duty  on  sales  at  auction  of  foreign 
merchandize  and  of  vessels,  calculat- 
ed to  yield  a gross  revenue  of 
4th.  A duty  on  all  sugars  refined  in  the 
United  States,  calculated  to  yield  a 
gi'oss  revenue  of 

5th.  A duty  on  carriages  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  calculated  to 
yield  a gros.s  I’evenue  of 
6tii  A duty  on  various  instruments  of 
writing,  to  be  collected  by  means  of 
stamps,  calculated  to  yield  a gi*oss  re- 
venue of 


Total  gross  amount  of  revenue  estimat- 
ed from  the  internal  duties  ^ 1,725,000 

3rf.  Direct  tax. 

A direct  tax  to  be  laid  and  apportioned 
among  the  several  states  according  to 
the  rule  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, gross  amount  3,000,000 

Total  gross  amount  estimated  to  be  re- 
ceived from  internal  duties  and  direct 

tax,  when  they  shall  be  effectually 

organized  (or  in  1814)  4,725,000 

Deduct  expense  of  assessment,  collec- 
tion and  losses,  at  about  15  per  cent.  700,000 

Net  amount  estimated  fi-om  internal  du 

ties  and  direct  tax  for  1814  g 4,025,000 

Net  amount  estimated  from  additional 
duties,  of  imposts  and  tonnage,  inter- 
nal duties  axxu  direct  tax  for  1814  g 7,225,000 


275.000 

500.000 

150.000 

200.000 

150.000 

450.000 


100,000 

200,000 

400,000 
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But  which  on  account  of  the  ineffectual 
organization  of  the  internal  duties 
and  direct  tax  may  not  yield,  in  1814, 
that  amount  by  a sum  of  §650,000 

Leaving  the  net  amount  estimated  for 

1813  §6,575,000 

And  for  this  purpose  the  committee  recommend 
to  the  house  tlie  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions, viz. 

1.  Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  100  per  cent,  be 
made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  duties  now 
imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  25  per  cent,  be  retained  on  all 
the  drawback  allowed  by  law  on  the  exportation  of 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the 
United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  additional  tonnage  duties  be 
laid  at  tlie  following  rates,  viz. 

1st.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade 
or  fisheries,  20  cents  per  ton  a year. 

2d.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  25  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the 
vessel. 

3d.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  1 dollar  25  cents 
per  ten  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a duty  of  20  cents  per  bushel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licences  to 
distil  spirits  at  the  following  rates,  viz: 

1st.  On  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from 
foreign  materials,  at  the  rate  of  75  cents  per  gallon 
on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

2d.  0.\  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  which 
there  are  one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity  to- 
gether than  150  gallons,  at  the  rate  of  50  cents  per 
gallon  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

Sd.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  on  each 
still  a year. 

4th.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rate  of 
§15  dollars  on  each  still  a year. 

6.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licences  to 
retailers  of  wine,  spirits  and  foreign  merchandise, 
including  tavern  keepers,  at  the  following  rates, 
viz: 

If  in  cities,  towns  or  villages,  containing  more 
than  100  families,  — 

1st.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  includ- 
ing wines  and  spirits,  §25. 

2d.  On  retailers  ofwnnes  alone,  §20. 

Sd.  On  retailers  of  spirits  alone,  §20. 

4th.  On  retailers  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  §15. 
5th.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise  otlier 
than  wines  or  spirits,  §15. 

If  in  any  other  places  tlian  cities,  towns  or  villa- 
ges, containing  more  than  100  families, 

1st.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  includ- 
ing wines  and  spirits,  §15. 

2d.  On  retailers  of  wines  and  spirits,  §15. 

Sd.  On  retailers  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  §10. 
4th.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise  other 
than  wines  and  spirits,  §i0. 

7.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion of  foreign  merchandise,  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  purcha.se  money,  2 dollars — and  on 
sales  at  auction  of  ships  or  vessels,  for  every  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  pnrehase  money  25  cents. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a duty  of  4"  cents  per  pound 
be  laid  on  all  sugars  refined  in  the  United  States, 
allowing  a drawback  on  tlie  exportation  of  the  same. 


9.  Resolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  carriages 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  at  the  I'ollow  - 
ingrates,  viz: 

1st.  On  every  coach,  charriot  or  post  chaise,  §25. 

2d.  On  every  phaeton,  and  on  every  coachee,  hav- 
ing pannel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  15 
dollars. 

3d.  On  every  other  four  wheeled  carriage  h:mg- 
ing  on  steel  springs,  §10. 

4th.  On  every  four  wheeled  carriage  hanging  up- 
on iron  or  wooden  springs,  and  on  every  two  wheel 
carriage,  with  a top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  iron 
springs,  §5. 

5th.  On  every  other  four  or  two  wheel  carriage, 
3 dollars. 

10.  Resolved,  That  stamp  duties  be  laid  on  tlie 
following  instruments  of  wa  iting,  viz: 

1st.  On  all  notes  payable  to  bearei’  or  order,  issu- 
ed by  any  bank  or  bankei’s,  at  rates  on  an  average 
of  one  dollar  for  every  hundred  dollars,  with  an  op- 
tion to  pay,  in  lieu  thereof,  2 1-2  per  centum  on 
their  dividends. 

2d.  On  all  notes  of  hand,  above  50  dollars,  paya- 
ble to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  more  endors- 
ers— and  on  all  bills  of  exchange  above  '60  dollars, 
having  one  or  more  endorsers,  at  rates  on  an  average 
of  five  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars. 

11.  Resolved,  That  three  millions  of  dollars  be 
raised  by  a direct  tax  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  states  .-agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

12.  Resolved,  That  each  state  be  authorised  to 
pay  the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States 
with  a deduction  of  15  per  cent,  if  paid  before  tlie 
assessment  is  commenced,  and  of  7 1-2  per  cent,  if 
paid  before  the  tax  becomes  due. 

13.  Resolved,  That  all  the  duties  above  enumer- 
ated and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  bccGine 
payable  only  after  the.United  States  shall  have  be- 
come engaged  in  a war  wdth  a foreign  European 
nation,  or  shall  have  authorised  the  issuing  lettersr 
of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  subjects  of  such 
nation. 

14.  Resolved,  That  the  said  duties  and  tax  shall 
continue  uniil  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  such  foreign  nation  and  no  longer. 

I'he  report  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bacon  then  introduced  a bill  to  authorise  a 
loan  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Porter notice  that  he  ■would  to-morro-w 
bring  in  a bill  to  raise  a provisional  military  force  of 
20,000  men. 

The  speaker  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
after  to  day,  for  Mr.  U.  R.  WilLams,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

The  house  assumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  arming  the  militia  of  tlie  United  States;  wlien 
Mr.  M.  Clay’s  motion  to  reconsider  tl)e  amendfiicnt 
wliicli  had  been  agreed  to,  putting  l\  in  the  power 
of  the  respective  states  to  distribute  the  arms  as 
they  thought  proper,  came  under  discussion.  It 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  M:icon,  Suiilie,  Stow, 
Fisk  and  Little;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roberts, 
Tallmadge,  Widgery,  Rhea  and  M’Coy. 

It  w’as  argued,  in  favor  of  a reconsideration, that 
this  amendment  might  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill, 
iv'bich  was  to  put  arms  into  tlie  hands  ot  every 
1 oung  man  when  he  attained  the  age  of  18;  that  tliiS 
amendment  placed  it  in  the  power  of  the  state  le- 
gislatures to  lay  up  tlie  aimis  in  an  armory,  or  to 
put  them  into  the  liands  of  a favored  part}';  instead 
of  arming-  the  n.atioii,  the  anus  might  be  locked  up 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTEK  -CONGRESS. 


459 


from  the  pec^le — it  would  be  armings  the  govern- 
nieiit  against  the  people,  and  not  placing  the  people 
in  a situation  to  defend  themselves  against  any  op- 
pression with  which  they  might  be  menaced  from 
whatever  quarter  it  might  come.  Allusions  were 
made  to  the  period  when  McPherson* s Bhies  tlu-eat- 
ened  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to 
tile  Embargo  timeay  in  order  to  shew  tliat  the  arms 
would  be  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  than  laid 
up  in  armories  by  the  states. 

Agaiust  the  reconsideration,  it  was  contended 
that  the  respective  state  legislatures  might  safely  be 
trusted  witli  tlie  power  of  distiubuting  these  ai*ms; 
that  they  never  could  be  supposed  to  become  the 
oppressors  of  the  people,  since  tliey  were  aimuaily 
elected  by  the  people;  that  the  pi’obability  was  they 
Would  distribute  the  arms  amongst  the  citizens  in 
such  a manner  as  each  state  would  deem  best  cal- 
culated to  render  the  militia  efficient.  As  to  tlie  in- 
stances of  improper  conduct  in  a small  number  of 
individuals,  alluded  to,  no  danger  could  ever  be  ap- 
prehended from  such  momentary  delusions. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  was  negatived 
62  to  52. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ad- 
ding a proviso  to  the  amendment  above  alluded  to: 
*‘Provided  such  directions  shall  not  contravene  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  first  section  of  this  actP 
[Which  directs  tliat  every  citizen  arriving  at  the 
age  of  18  shall  be  put  in  possession  of  a stand  of 
arms.]  This  motion  was  negatived  55  to  54. 

Mr.  Hall  moved  another  amendment:  ^‘Provided 
that  no  regxdation  shall  be  adopted  by  any  state  -which 
shall  extend  further  than  to  cause  the  arms  to  be  pro- 
perly taken  care  ofP 

Before  a question  was  taken  on  this  amendment, 
the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesdayy  February  18. — Some  private  petitions 
being  disposed  of 

jMr.  Porter,  agreeably  to  notice  offered  to  the 
house  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a bill  authorising  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  engage,  commission  and  or- 
ganize a provisional  military  force  of  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  in  addition  to  the  force  already  authoris- 
ed by  law. 

The  house  agreed  to  consider  the  motion. 

IMr.  Porter  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
his  motion;  [the  following  sketch  of  his  speech 
w'as  reported  for  the  American'\  he  presented  the  rea- 
sons whicn  had  induced  him  to  offer  this  resolution. 
1 Ic  explained  the  nature  of  the  provisional  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raised.  It  was  a volunteer  force,  which, 
wlien  cominissioned  by  the  president,  would  become 
regulars,  to  serve  for  twelve  months.  He  said, 
tlmt  an  army  enlisted  for  a short  period  could  be 
considered  in  t.he  light  of  volunteers;  and  volun- 
teers, raised  and  commissioned  by  the  president 
according  to  the  principles  contemplated  by  tlie 
resolution,  were  an  army  on  short  enlistments.  If 
gentlemen  were  serious  in  their  declarations  re- 
specting an  invasion  of  Canada,  a provisional  force 
or  dlls  description  were  absolut  ely  necessary  to  en- 
sure a prompt  success.  It  could  bcvorgunized  in  a 
few  weeks,  and  prepared  to  act  with  vigor.  He 
declared  the  sincerity  with  which  he  liad  determin- 
ed to  go  to  war;  and  if  the  proper  means  to  secure 
success  w'eie  not  adopted,  it  should  not  be  imput- 
ed to  him.  He  had  iieard,  with  no  small  degi'ce 
o I surprise  and  regret,  gentlemen  from  the  intcri:n 
accused  oi  being  p.ir:icularly  anxious  to  in-, 


volve  the  nation  in  a w'ar,  because  they  were  out 
of  danger.  He  said,  he  was  from  the  interior;  but 
he  and  his  constituents  would  be  as  much  exposed 
in  a war  with  Great  Britain,  tliey  would  have  to 
make  as  great  sacrifices  in  such  a wai’,  as  any  part 
of  tlie  nation.  His  house  and  property  were  on  the 
British  lines;  he  had  many  friends  in  Canada,  with 
whom  he  had  been  in  habits  of  intimacy  for  a long 
time.  He  had  not  therefore  lightly  made  up  his 
mind  to  exchange  the  present,  in  many  respects, 
liappy  and  prosperous  situation  of  the  country,  for 
the  uncertainties  and  calamities  of  war.  Having 
deliberately  decided  upon  his  course,  he  should  not 
shrink  from  it.  He  should  despise  himself,  if  he 
could  be  influenced  to  swerve  from  it  by  any  consi- 
derations of  exposure  of  his  property  or  personal 
danger.  His  Canadian  friends  were  sensible  of  his 
situation  and  the  motives  wliich  governed  him. — 
They  knew  tliat  he  was  guided  by  the'  same  love  for 
his  country  and  regai'd  for  its  riglits,  by  which 
they  were  animated  in  relation  to  their  country  and 
its  rights.  The  only  hope  of  his  constituents,  in  the 
event  of  an  invasion  of  Canada,  was  in  the  prompti- 
tude, vigor  and  effect  with  which  it  should  be  un- 
dertaken and  prosecuted;  their  hope  was  in  the 
celerity  with  which  it  should  be  subjugated:  their 
safety  depended  upon  this.  The  only  question  was 
then  with  respect  to  the  best  kind  of  torce  w'hich 
could  be  most  speedily  brought  into  action  to  effect 
the  contemplated  object  From  personal  observa- 
tion, and  from  the  knowledge  of  the  British  provin- 
ces which  he  had  derived  ti’om  other  sources,  he 
undertook  to  state  that  Canada  possessed  only  a 
force  of  6000  regulars,  stationed  at  Quebec,  and 
about  20,000  militia,  not  w^ell  organized,  armed  or 
disciplined-  He  w*as  willing  to  admit,  in  tlie  ab- 
stract, that  a regular  army,  enlisted  for  a long  peri- 
od, was  generally  the  most  efficient  force  to  cany 
on  war;  but  it  would  be  a long  time  before  such 
an  army  could  be  raised.  If  we  meant  to  invade 
Canada  with  a prospect  of  success,  it  ought  to  be 
done  before  the  British  could  throw  reiiubrcemeats 
into  it.  The  ice  in  the  St.  Lawrence  would  break 
up  by  the  last  of  May:  reinforcements  could  be 
tlirovvn  into  the  upper  country  by  the  last  of  June. 
His  idea  was,  that  a provisional  force,  to  consist  ol 
15or  20,000  northern  volunteers,  already  disciplined 
and  armed  for  actual  service,  should  be  immediately 
authorised,  and  marched  into  Canada  bciore  the 
last  of  May.  They  could  have  taken  Canada  wliiie 
we  have  been  talking  about  it.  They  would  be 
enabled  to  subjugate  Canada  in  a few  w'ecks,  with 
the  exception  of  Quebec.  They  sliould  then  tall 
down  at  some  eligible  position  below  Montreal, 
establish  a fort,  the  officers  exercise  and  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  pracdcul  use  and 
duties  of  artillery,  and  proceed  at  tne.r  leisure 
to  the  seige  and  reduction  of  Quebec.  A part 
of  them  could  return  to  New^-Englund,  and,  With 
other  forces,  proceed  thence  into  the  eastern  pro- 
vinces and  to  Halifax,  for  the  purpo.se  of  taking 
possession  of  them.  Tire  miliiary  maxim,  advanced 
ihe  other  day  by  his  honorable  I’rieud  Ironi  Georgia 
(colonel  4’roup)  that  an  unsubdued  enemy  garjasou 
should  not  be  left  in  the  rear  of  an  invading  army, 
did  not  applv  to  the  case  oi  procceuiiig  to  take 
Halifax  previous  to  tiie  reduction  ol  Quebec.  Ihc 
distance  be'.weeu  Quebec  and  Halifax  w as  so  great., 
the  country  so  rugged,  ti’-t  tlie  best  plan  would  be 
to  proceed  to  Hal. fax,  not  from  Quebec,  but  iroin  tlic 
uo-thern  section  ci  our  own  country.  Be.sidi  .s,  it 
would  be  l.npi’udent  and  impossible,  widioiK  ihe 
grcalc.st  haztud,  for  any  part  of  the  Brdish  forces 
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stationed  for  the  defence  of  Quebec,  to  leave  that 
garrison  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  tlie  American 
army  sent  against  Halifax,  or  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taking any  part  of  Canada  occupied  by  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  ai'my  authorised  to  be  raised  and  enlisted 
for  five  yeas,  could  in  the  mean  time,  be  organized 
and  disciplined  to  reinforce  tlie  troops  contemplat- 
ed to  act  in  the  first  operations  of  the  war.  It  was 
impracticable,  he  said,  to  raise  this  army  in  due 
time.  The  people  of  the  northern  states  were  will- 
ing to  serve  in  the  war-;  fhey  were  willing  o in- 
vade Canada;  but  they  must  do  it  as  volunteers. — 
They  were  not  willing  to  become  military  slaves 
for  five  years.  He  presumed  it  was  not  necessary 
to  argue  in  favor  of  the  efficacy  of  volunteers  in 
this  house,  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  in  the 
otlier'branch  of  the  legislature.  Mr.  P.  then  en- 
deavored to  demonstrate  that  the  roUmieers  already 
provided  for,  would  be  inadequate  to  effect  llie  ob- 
ject for  which  they  were  authorised.  He  contend- 
ed that  they  were  militia,  com.missioned  by  the 
states,  and  could  not  be  marched  out  of  the  limits 
of  the  union.  He  examined,  with  precision'  and 
perspicuit}^  the  constitutional  doctrines  heretofore 
advanced  in  relation  to  this  subject.  He  said,  the 
militia  belonged  to  the  states,  except  for  the  spe- 
cific purposes  of  executing  the  laws  of  the  union, 
suppressing  insurrection,  and  repelling  invasion. — 
They  wei  e designed  to  enable  the  states  to  resist  the 
encroaenments  of  the  federal  government,  if  it 
should  ever  become  necessary.  As  to  the  right  of 
this  goverument  to  use  the  physical  foixe  of  the 
nation  for  the  purposes  of  war,'  derived  from  its 
power  for  such  purposes,  that  right  could  only  be 
exercised  according  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the 
constitution.  Congi'ess  had  an  unquestionable 
right  to  the  physical  force  of  the  nation;  but  it 
could  not  use  the  militia  in  foreign  militaiy  opera- 
tions. The  moment  a militia  man  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates  for  foreign  war,  he 
ceased  to  be  such;  he  became  a regular  soldier. — 
He  reprobated  tlie  doctrine,  that  the  militia  could 
be  drafted  and  sent  on  a foreign  military  expedition. 
He  said,  of  all  the  tyrannical  arts  of  Bonaparte, 
none  were  more  detestable  than  his  conscriptions 
to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  wars  of  his  ambition. 
The  king  of  England  himself  had  no  poAver  over  a 
single  man  in  the  kingdom  for  foreign  war,  except 
by  the  voluntary  engagement  of  such  man  And 
would  any  man  contend,  that  in  this  country  of 
liberty,  of  republican  liberty,  the  miiiiia  could  be 
compelled  to  go  on  a foreign  service?  But,  say 
gentlemen,  although  the  militia  cannot  be  forced 
to  march  out  of  our  limits,  they  mr.y  do  so  by  their 
owi  voluntary  consent.  He  admitted  this;  but 
they  must  become  federal  troops:  they  must  become 
regulars  to  a certain  extent;  they  must  be  com- 
missioned by  the  U.  States;  they  must  volunteer  ac- 
cording tq^  \he  constitution,  not  according  to  their 
own  will  and  pleasure. 

This  was  the  essence  of  freedom — to  regulate 
our  actions  agreeably  to  laws  freely  enacted.  He 
denied  the  sovercigirty  of  the  general  government 
f r any  purposes.  What  was  sovereignty?  It  con- 
sisted in  an  undefined,  unlimiied  discretionary 
poweaa  It  existed  onh'  in  lieaven;  or  if  poli'  ical 
sovereignty  resided  any  where  in  this  country,  it 
was  in  the  ])eople,  not  in  the  government.  No  so- 
verign  powers,  therefore,  except  those  expressly 
and  specifically  delegated  in  the  constitution,  could 
be  exercised  by  congress.  He  had  been  alarmed, 
when  it  had  been  said  that  the  president  was  of  opi- 
nion the  militia  could  be  marched  out  of  tlie  union; 


taken  in  connection  with  the  proposition  to  the  re* 
port  of  tlie  committee  of  wuys  and  means,  of  j'es- 
terday,  to  ivi^e  money  through  the  medium  of  the 
states,  instead  ol  raising  it  by  taxes  imposed  by 
congress.  He  pledged  his  reputation  that  the 
president  wotiid  not  niarch  the  50,000  volunteers 
already  authoii^ed  out  of  the  country.  Gentlemen 
hud  asked  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  for 
their  ulterior  measures.  Were  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations  madmen  or  fool..?  W'ould  you 
have  tiiem  to  lay  a declaration  of  war  on  your  table 
at  this  time,  when  the  president  has  not  a siiigle 
man  to  carry  on  the  war?  You  have  given  him  ar- 
mies and  volunteers  on  paper,  not  actual  efficient 
troops. 

Tuc  question  on  the  resolution  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays  without  further  debate,  and  negatived,  as 
follows,  yeas  49— nays  57;’ 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bart- 
lett, Blackledge,  Burw'ell,  M.  Clay,  Cochran,  Con- 
dit,  Crawrord,  'Dvr is,  Dinsmore,  Earle,  Findley, 
Fisk,  Ghoison,  B.  Hall,  Hawes,  Kent,  King,  La-- 
cock,  Lefever,  Little,  Lyle,  More,  M‘Ooy,  M‘Kee, 
M‘K;m,  Metcalf,  Morrow,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms- 
by,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Porter, 
Richardson,  Rhea,  Sage,  Sammons,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  Stow,  Tracy,  Turner,  White- 
hill— 49. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alston,  Baker,  Bassett,  Bibb, 
Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Bo}  d,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Champion,  Cheves,  Chittenden,  Davenport, 
Desha,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Gold,  Gray, 
Green,  Grundy,  O.  Hall,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Law, 
Lewis,  Livingston,  Lowndes,  . Macon,  Maxwell, 
M‘Bryde,  Milnor,  Morgan,  Moseley,  New,  Newboid, 
Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Ridgley,  RoaJie> 
Roberts,  Rodman,  Smilie,  J.  Smi.h,  Stanford,  Stew- 
art, Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Troup,  W^hite, 
Widgery,  Wilson,  Wright — 57. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Newton,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Stanford 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Winslow  Lewis, 
his  patent  right  for  a new  mode  of  lighting  light- 
houses; which  being  amended,  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  60,000  dollars  made,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  house,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  cngi’oss- 
ed  for  a tiiird  reading. 

AKMUiTG  THE  MILITIA. — The  housc  Tcsumed  the 
consideration  of  tlie  bill  for  arming  the  militia; 
when  Mr.  B.  Hall’s  amendment  being  under  consi- 
deration, for  limiting'  the  operation  of  the  amend- 
ment which  gives  to  the  respective  legislatures  the 
power  of  disposing  of  the  arms  as  tliey  may  direct, 
to  the  mode  of  taking  care  of  the  arms: 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Hall’s  amend- 
ment, it  was  negatived  55  to  51. 

The  question  was  now,  “shall  the  bill  be  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading?” 

This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Brighym  and  ?dr.  Pit- 
kin, principally  on  account  of  the  fines,  &c.  con- 
ta'ned  in  the  bill.  The  latter  gentleman  denied  the 
right  of  Congress  to  impose  any  fine  on  militia  men 
before  they  came  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States; 
and  cited  the  act  of  1792,  to  shew  that  no  pen:dties 
were  inflicted  in  that  law. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  them,  and  said  there  could 
be  no  doubt  bur  the  power  vested  in  congress  by  the 
.constitution,  provide  for  organizing,  arnung  und 

disdpUidng  the  militia,’*  included  liie  power  lo  make 
suitable  provision  for  preventing  tlie  arms  from 
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being  made  away  with.  It  v/ould  be  strange  to  s 
that  when  congress  put  arms  in  Uie  hands  of  .he 
militia,  hey  could  not  make  reguiations  for  their 
preserviition  for  the  n.-:e  oi  '.lie  p'lbiic.  The  reason 
why  noth  jog  of  this  kind  w;..5  provided  in  ‘,ne  law 
of  1792  was.  Congress  u'.d  not  then  anr. . into 
tliehimdo  cftiie  -.f.a'i  i.i 

Mr,  spoke  ..j:  .•.  '.s  the  bill,  principally  on 

^acc'jun'  -f  i'vS  ob;,ection  .V.e  penal  ckuses,  cov\- 
;C];.ded  'I’s  observations  with  mc*ion  to  s rf'^eont 
. tiw  4’.h  secticn : but  c\*  his  w.king  his  seat,  amt-tion 
w :s  de  and  carried  to  adjourn. 

iVedtieaday,  Feb.  19. — Mr.  Wt  ight,  from  the  com- 
mittee m relation  to  American  se..m'en,  vepor'.ed  a 
bill  for  the  protection,  recovery,  and  jiidemmlica- 
tion  of  American  seamen,  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mi.  Porter  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, reported  a biii  suppieineiitary  to  tiie  act  to 
'■raise  an  ad.iitional  military  force. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  would  be  ex'remely  inconvenient 
for  the  executive  .autliointy  to  make  ail  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  officers  for  tliis  additionid  militai-y 
‘ force  iramedhiteiy,  for  want  of  proper  information 
. Oil  the  subject;  it  wnuld  be  pardcularly  so,  to  make 
them  ail  on  liie  sa/me  clay,  and  it  was  a rule  in  ihe 
army  that  promotions  should  be  regulated  by  the 
date  of  commissions.  This  bill  provides,  there- 
fore, that  all  appointments  made  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  shall  bear  tne  same  date.  It  was  in- 
. tended  also  to  supply  an  omission  in  the  law  res- 
pecting the  light  artillery  and  light  di*agoons. 

Mr.  P.  wished,  if  there  were  no  objection,  that 
the  bill  should  lie  ordei-ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  but  Mr.  Quincey  objecting  to  this 
coiir.-;e,  the  biii  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

A message  w^as  received  and  read  fixim  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States;  covering  a report  m 
compliance  wd  Ji  a resolution  of  this  house  of  the 
19tii  of  Decjeinber,  calliiig  for  a system  of  rules  and 
regulatioTis  proper  to  be  adopted  for  training  and 
di.scipLning  ihe  regulai*  troops  and  militia  of  the  U. 
Stares.  Referred  to  the  commiclee  on  military 
alfairs. 

1 lie  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  conformity  to  tlie  act  of 
17'j4,  co:uaining  an  account  of  the’ expenditure  in 
ttie  feJu-ication  and  repair  of  arms  in  the  Armories 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
•primecL' 

WAU  CON-TRTnTTTXONS. 

Mr.  R.  Hall  s?iicl  he  found  tiiat  considerable  alarm 
had  been  produced  by  the  report  of  the  committee 
ot  ways  and  means  in  relation  to  war  taxes,  which 
he  propose.’  to  aiuy  by  the  following  resolution: 

“Resoh  ed,  That  the  committee  of  W’ays  and 
means  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  expedienev 
of  authorizing  the  citizens  of  the  severed  stales  and 
ter.^'itories  to  furnish  for  tlie  seamen,  marines  and 
ai’my  of  the  Unired  States,  the  vai’ious  necessary 
articles  of  clothing — the  expenses  for  clothing,  &c. 
to  be  apportioned  amor.gst  lire  several  states  and 
territories  in  conformity  with  the  constitutional 
principles  of  levying  a direct  tax;  and  whether,  and 
how  rhr,  it  may  be  practicable  or  expedient  for  any 
and  what  articles  of  provisions  or  supplies  for  the 
army  and  navy,  to  be  furnished  by  the  citizens  of 
the  several  states  and  territories,  in  lieu  of  duties, 
excise  or  taxes.” 

Some  objection  being  made  to  the  refer,  nee  of 
this  resoliuion,  Mr.  B.  Hall  said  that  ten  millions  of 
dollars  could  be  more  ea.sily  paid  in  this  w'^ay  in 
Georgia,  than  two  millions  in  specie,  why  theri, 


said  he,  not  suffer  the  people  at  once  to  furnish  tlie 
aracies  wanted,  instead  of  the  money  to  purchase 
diem  wdi-h?  It  wreuld,  indeed,  take  the  business 
out  of  the  hands  of  contractors;  but  that  would  be 
no  loss  to  the  nation.  It  w'as  no  more  than  a pro- 
position for  the  considerauon  of  the  committee  of 
way?  and  means.  If  they  deemed  the  plan  imprac- 
ticab-Q,  iey  would  say  so.  He  hoped,  therefoire, 
it  would  be  agreed  to. 

On  mo  don  o Mr.  Rhea,  the  resolution  tvas  or- 
dered to  lie  on  f table  and  to  be  printed. 

Ti.e  bill  autno:  ising  the  .secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  purchase  Winslow  Irewis’s  patent  right  for  a 
new  rnediod  of  lighdng  light-houses  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passeel. 

Ti  e house  n^sumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  arming  he  militia  of  the  United  States;  when 
the  qnes  ion  wa.s  lalten  on  Mr.  Milnor’s  motion  to 
strike  out  the  4th  secdon;  and  negatived,  there 
being  ordy  28  votes  for  it. 

[Afre"  several  o her  motions  to  ameml  the  question 
for  entrrossing  the  bill  was  finally  carried — Yeas 
53,  Nays  48. 

[-/■'or  Tkuraday^s  proceedings  see  page  464.] 


Ailieiiian  Societj  of  Baltimore, 

IThe  progress  of  this  patriotic  establishment  must 
■ afford  high  gratification  to  its  friends,  and  the 
public  in  general.  In  its  business  we  may  observe 
a time  type  of  tlie  slate  of  our  conn  ry  at  large; 
silently,  but  sui’ely,  advancing  to  entire  indepen- 
dence. May  heaven  speed  ihe  issue;  and  so  dimi- 
nish our  conneciions,  and  of  course  lessen  our  in- 
terests, in  the  concerns  of  the  old  world! 

About  thi-ee  years  ago  a few  priyate  individuals, 
taking  into  consideration  the  many  good  effects 
that  might  result  from  establi.shing  a ware-house 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiving  and  vending 
DO’tESTic  MANUFACTURES,  a ,sociated  and  form- 
ed a stock  of  only  ^ 20,000  divided  into  1000 
shares,  on  vvliich,  at  this  time,  not  more  than 
^ 12,000  are  paid.  Tiiey  have  since  obtained  an 
acc  of  incorporation. 

The  affairs  of  this  prosperous  little  society  are 
mam.ged  by  a president  and  seven  directors,  who 
have  under  them  the  necessary  clei-ks  and  assis- 
tants. The  business  done  is  tlie  best  evidence 
any  man  can  desire  to  have  of  the  zeal,  industry 
and  prudence  of  those  to  whose  charge  it  has 
been  committed — and,  without  derogating  from 
the  praise  so  justly  due  to  others,  we  think  it  a 
duty  to  state,  that  to  Mr.  Burneston,  the  presi- 
dent, the  public,  as  well  as  the  stockholders,  are 
greatly  indebted  for  the  success  of  this  charming 
iiisdtution. 

Though  tile  business  of  the  corporation  is  consi- 
derable, and  for  the  money  employed,  exceedingly 
large,  we  fairly  presume  i:  will  yet  experience  a 
great  annual  increase,  when  its  merits  become 
niwi-e  generally  known,  as  the  capital  may  be 
further  augmented.  Hitherto  we  are  informed 
the  funds  have  been  amply  sufficient;  the  credit 
of  the  society  being  most  scrupulously  maintain- 
ed in  every  particulai\ 

At  the  ware-house,  in  Market-street,  is  collected  a 
very  valuable  and  extensive  assortment  of  Dry 
Goods,  &c.  in  part  belonging  to  the  societ}-,  and  in 
part  to  individuals,  deposited  for  sale  on  commis- 
sion. ludcpendeat  of  busine.ss  done  for  lai-ge 
mar.uf;; dories,  it  i-s  one  branch  of  the  concerns 
of  this  instit.ilion  to  make  advances  to  tire  more 
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humble  fabricators  of  goods  on  deposits— and, 
as  profit  was  not  the  object  of  the  association, 
such  goods  are  disposed  of  on  the  most  generous 
and  liberal  terms' — calculated  merely  to  defray 
the  expenses. 

In  the  progi’css  and  great  increase  of  the  sales  of 
the  society,  we  may  observe  not  only  an  increase 
of  manufactures  but  a decrease  of  prejudices,  the 
most  formidable  enemy  it  has  had  to  encounter. 
Formerly  it  was  a received  opinion  (and  many, 
perhaps,* hold  it  yet*)  that  ive  could  not  make  cer- 
tain things  as  good  as  they  could  be  made  in  Eu- 
rope— but  actual  experiencehsis  put  this  matter  at 
rest,  and  the  destructive  notion  is  rapidly  passing 
away.  Again, — nineteen  twentieths  of  the  peo- 
ple kill  have  an  impression  that  American  made 
goods,  no  matter  of  what  kind  they  are,  must  be 
sold  dearer  than  the  imported;  yet  tliis  idea,  in 
regard  to  numerous  important  articles,  is  as  ab- 
surd as  the  first;  without  taking  into  view  the 
generally  superior  durability  and  firmness  of  the 
home-made  stuffs.  Those  who  have  opportuni- 
ties, from  their  residence  in,  or  vicinity  to,  Balti- 
more, are  invited  to  the  Athenian  Society’s  roare- 
honse  to  learn  the  fact  for  themselves,  and  by  a 
pleasing  certainty  to  banish  a painful  conjecture. 

There  is  plenty  of  room  for  two  or  three  other  such 
institutions  in  Baltimore — and  an  increase  of 
them  in  all  the  towms  of  the  United  States  would 
greatly  promote  and  facilitate  the  use  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Tlie  editor  of  one  of  the  daily 
prints  in  this  citj,j-  sometime  ag'o,  threw  out 
a hint  which  I am  astonished  has  not  been  im- 
proved. He  said  that  if  some  competent  taylor 
were  so  to  arrange  his  business  as  to  sell,  or 
make  up,  notliing  but  home-made  stuffs,  and 
keep  a good  assortment  of  them  f assortments  are 
to  be  had ) in  Baltimore,  he  would  make  a rapid 
fortune.  What  would  answer  in  this  city  will 
do  in  any  other  considerable  towm;  and  the  tay- 
lor  so  conducting  himself  would  obtain  the  very 
^‘cream”  of  customers — he  would  have  but  little 
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■*  About  seven  years  ago  I witnessed  a circum- 
stance which  afforded  me  a high  gratification.  I 
was  in  a book-store  (no  matter  where)  when  a per- 
son came  in  and  asked  for  a ream  of  le' ter  paper. 
The  bookseller  shewed  some  of  an  excellent  quali- 
. ty,  with  which  his  customer  was  fully  satisfied — 
but  asking  the  price,  was  led  to  suppose,  from  its 
cheapness,  that  it  was  American,  and  demanded  if 
it  was  so.^  On  receiving  an  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  said  it  would  not  do — ^he  wanted  ^‘English.” 

^ ‘T  have  other  paper,”  said  the  bookseller  for  which 
' I must  have  such  and  such  a price,  will  you  look 
at  it,  sir.?”  The  price  being  high  enough,  the 
gentleman  after  much  examination  and  comparisoti 
, made  his  purchase,  paid  his  money  clieerfully,  and 
carried  his  paper  away,  'fhe  two  reams  exhibited 
came  from  the  same  mill,  and  were  taken  out  of 
the  same  bundle!  [Large  quantities  of  paper  are 
made  in  the  United  States  with  British  water  marks 
— and,  if  not  openly  offered  as  British,  at  least 
insinuated  to  be  so,  and  sold  as  such.  I can  see  no 
harm  in  it — the  quality  is  as  good,  and  if  the  peo- 
ple w///  have  prejudices,  let  them  pay  for  them!]  — 
We  may  laugh  at  this  story  and  think  the  purchaser 
Was  a fool — but,  verily,  many  of  us,  though  not  so 
silly  as  to  paper,  are  as  great  dunces  in  other  things. 
It  is  not  long  since  that  certain  manufacturers  of 
dry  goods  to  tlie  Eastyrard,  were  compelled  to  pack 
their  commodities  in  British  cases  to  insure  their 
sale! 

t ^‘The  Whig  ” 


occasion  for  that  plague  of  mechanics,  a day-book, 
and  might  do  eleven-twelfths  of  his  business  for 
cash. 

The  following  are  the  articles  that  gave  rise  to  the 
preceding  remarks: 

TO  THE  STOCKHOLDEnS  OF  THE  ATHENIAN 
SOCIETT. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Athenian  So- 
ciety submit  the  following  statement  of  the  business 
and  the  progress  of  the  institution,  for  the  year 
1811,  since  the  last  exhibit  submitted  on  the  2d  of 
February  last. 

The  total  amount  of  sales  from  the  1st  January 
to  the  31st  December,  1811,  is  % 51,519  14. 

To  show  the  progress  and  gi’eat  increase  of  tlie 
sales  of  this  institution,  it  may  be  satisfactory  to 
bring  into  view  the  sales  of  the'several  years — 

Sales  from  the  1st  Jan.  1809,  to 
a. St  Dec.  1809 
1st  Dec.  1802  to  , - „ 

31st  Dec.  1810  5 o2,lo7  92 

1st  Jan.  1811  to^..,.)  ... 

31st  Dec.  18115^"' 

The  net  profits  of  the  last  year  are  appai’cntly 
small,  on  the  amount  sold,  which  arises  from  the 
large  proportion  of  sales  made  on  commission,  and 
the  moderate  profits  on  those  sold  for  account  of  the 
society.  It  being  the  avo-wed  object  of  the  institxi- 
tion,  to  facilitate  the  general  use  of  American  manu- 
factures, smallness  of  profits  is  the  only  certain  mode 
of  producing  this  desirable  object. 

The  amount  of  dividends  heretofore  generously 
relinquished,  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  premium 
fund,  conformably  to  tlie  act  of  incorporation,  and 
held  to  the  order  of  the  premium  committee  for 
premiums  they  may  award,  with  all  additional  divi- 
dends notv  declared,  that  may  not  be  called  for,  but 
generously  relinquished  and  given  to  the  premium 
fund. 

It  may  be  unnecessary  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  stockholders  to  the  utility  of  this  institution; 
tlie  present  exIAbit  is  a practical  comment  more  for- 
cible than  speculation. 

All  w^hich  is  respectfully  submitted,  bv  order  of 
the  board.  ISAAC  BURNEStON, 

President  of  the  Athenian  Society. 

Feb.  3,  1812. 

BALTnroRE,  Feb.  15,  1812. 

The  ^‘premium  committee,”  for  the  year  1812, 
Appointed  by  the  ** Baltimore  AtJtenian  Society, 
for  the  encouragement  of  useful  arts  and  domestic 
manufactures,”  agreeably  to  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, have  agreed  to  propose  the  following  premiums 
for  the  present  year. 

The  committee  have  to  reget  that  the  infant  state 
of  the  fund  committed  to  their  disposal,  does  not 
enable  them  to  offer  more  liberal  rewards  to  those 
patriotic  citizens,  whose  exertions  are  directed  to- 
wards the  attainment  of  so  great  an  object  of  na- 
tional wealth  and  independence.  I’lie  success, 

I however,  of  the  institution  beyond  even  the  expec- 
j tations  of  its  friends,  affords  a well  grounded  hope 
that  in  future,  more  extensive  premiums  will  be  of- 
fered. Tlie  committee,  well  aware  that  no  manu- 
factures can  ultimately  succeed,  which  will  not 
bein’  a competition,  in  quality  and  price,  with  any 
others  whatever,  have  not  the  most  distant  idea  of 
j the  manufactures  of  the  United  States  now  requir- 
ing any  otlier  encouragement  than  tl;e  fostei  ing  aid 
j of  the  general  and  state  governments:  they,  there- 
foi'c,  propose  those  premiums  merely  as  honorary 
rewM'ds. 
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PREMIUMS. 

1.  To  the  person  or  persons,  in  the  United  States, 
who  will,  during  the  present  year,  completely  bleach 

finish,  the  greatest  quantity  of  domestic  linen, 
not  less  than  ten  pieces,  each  twenty  yards  long;  and 
not  coarser  than  a twelve  hundred — a preminm  of 
a piece  of  plate,  or  its  value,  dollars. 

2.  To  the  persons  who  will,  during  the  present 

year,  manufacture  the  best  sheeting  made  from  flax; 
not  less  than  ten  pieces  each  twenty-two  yards  long, 
and  9-8  wide;  the  same  to  be  at  least  half  bleached, 
and  not  coarser  than  an  exglit  himdred: — a piece  of 
plate,  or  its  fifty  dollars. 

3.  To  the  person  or  persons,  in  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland, who  will  during  the  present  year,  manu- 
facture he  best  piece  of  superfine  cloth,  not  less 
thiin  twenty  yards  in  length: — a piece  of  plate  ivith 
an  appropriate  motto,  or  i" s value,  thirty  dollars. 

4.  To  the  pei’sop  in  Mainland,  who  will,  during 
the  present  year,  manufacture  the  best  -woollen  blan- 
kets; not  less  than  ten  pair,  each  9-4  wide: — a gold 
medat,  or  its  vaX'ae.  thirty  dollars. 

5.  To  the  person  who  will,  during  the  present 
year,  manufacture  the  best  piece  of  fancy  vesting, 
not  less  than  twenty  yards  long: — a gold  medal,  or 
its  value,  twenty  dollars. 

6.  To  the  person  wlio  will,  before  the  first  of 
July  next,  manufacture  and  completely  bleach,  the 
finest  piece  of  muslin,  suitable  for  ladies’  dresses, 
and  not  less  than  twenty  yards  long: — ixgold  medal, 
or  its  value,  twenty  dollars. 

7.  To  the  person  who  will  during  the  present 
year,  manufacture  t\\^  finest  cotton  stockings;  not 
ler.3  tlian  five  dozen: — a gold  medal,  or  its  value, 
twenty  dollars. 

Candidates  for  any  of  the  above  premiums,  to 
exhibit  the  fabrics  at  the  domestic  wai*e-house  of  the 
society.  No.  80  Raitimore  street,  for  the  inspection 

Communications,  post  paid,  directed  to  the  secre- 
taiy,  No.  20,  Chatham  street,  will  be  promptly  at- 
tended to.  f-  r . 

Signed,  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 

ROBERT  M‘KI.M,  Cliairman. 
JouN  D.  Chaig,  Secretary. 


Miscellaneous  Intelligence. 

RtTssiA.— A pea.sant  named  John  Semzmo,  has 
discovered  a method  for  making  paper  stoppers  for 
bottles  so  expeditiously,  that  one  man  may  make 
7000  m an  hour.  In  consec^uence,  1000  corks  which 
sometime  smee  sold  for  65  rubles,  have  fallen  to  8, 
and  it  is  expected,  that  should  the  competition  con- 
tinue, they  will  be  so  low  as  half  a ruble  per  thou- 
sand, uhich  is  Ine  price  of  the  paper  substitutes. 

GmiMAxr.— :M.  B , counsellor  of  Mines  at 

Munich,  in  Btivaria,  has  invented,  what  he  terms  an 
aquatic  sledge,  constructed  on  such  a principle 
tliat  it  may  be  impelled  and  guided  on  the  water,  by 
the  ruler  himself  without  any  aid.  The  first  public 
experiment  was  made  on  tlie  29th  August,  1810 
before  tlte  royal  family  at  Nympbenburg,  with 
complete  success.  It  consists  of  two  hollow  canoes 
or  pontoons,  eigiit  f-et  long,  made  of  siieet  copper, 
closed  on  all  sides.  Joined  to  each  other  in  a parallel 
direction,  at  the  distance  of  6 feet,  by  a large  vvood- 
en  trame.  Thus  joined,  ihcy  sujipok  a seat  resem- 
bling an  arm-chair,  in  wliich  tlie  rider  is  seated  and 
impels  and  .steers  the  sledge  b}-  treadhig  two  large 
pedais  before  Jdm.  E.^cii  of  these  pcclJs  is  connect- 
ed with  a paddle,  fixed  perpcndicuiariv  in  the  after- 
part of  Lie  inachme  behind  the  seat,  and.  the  inter- 


jval  between  the  two  pontoons.  In  front  of  the  seat 
(stands  a .small  table,  on  which  the  rider  may 
*read,  write,  draw,  or  eat  and  drink.  His  hands 
being  at  perfect  liberty,  he  may  even  play  an  instru- 
ment, load  and  fire  a gun,  or  do  whatever  he 
pleases.  It  is  evident  that  this  machine  must  be  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  the  purpose  of  taking  sketch- 
es of  aquatic  scenery,  as  also  for  the  diversion  of 
I shooting  water-fowl;  in  which  ca  e,  the  sportsman 
i conceals  himself  behind  a light  screen  of  branches 
! or  rushes,  so  as  to  approach  the  birds  unperceived. 

• This  article  is  far  safer  than  a common  boat,  the 
centre  of  gravity  being  constantly  in  the  middle  of 
a very  large  base,  a circumstance,  which  render? 
overturning,  even  in  the  heaviest  gale,  absolutely 
impossible.  It  is  moreover  so  contrived,  tliat  it  may 
be  taken  to  pieces  in  a few  minutes,  packed  in  a 
box,  and  put  together  again  in  a very  short  time. — 
It  is  not  improbable  that  this  highly  original  inven- 
tion may  in  time  be  applied  to  more  important  pur- 
poses than  mere  diversion. 

Bohemia. — ^The  German  Journal  gives  the  fol- 
lowing statistical  account:  The  kingdom  of  Bohe- 
mia contains  266  cities,  110  suburbs,  295  towns, 
11,892  villages,  521,702  houses,  and  752,437 
families.  The  number  of  native  inhabitants  is 
3,114,288,  and  exceeds  that  of  1810,  by  27,634. — 
Of  this  number,  1,429,745  are  males,  and  1,684,543 
are  females.  If  to  this  be  added  the  number  of  stran- 
gers, 15,569  of  whom  are  from  other  parts  of  Bohe- 
mia, 791  from  other  provinces  of  the  monarchy, 

' 6,847  from  foreign  countries,  the  whole  population 
I of  the  kingdom  amounts  to  3,137,495.  Of  this 
number  4,194  are  eccle.siastics,  2,085  nobles,  6,404 
public  functionaries  and  headmen,  75,727  burges* 
I ses,  commercial  men  and  artists,  139,369  peasants, 
j 22,030  gardeners  and  journeymen,  and  50,629  Jews. 
Of  the  males  557,530  are  married,  and  872,215  are 
bachelors  and  widowers. 

SWEBEx. — A late  London  paper  states  that  the 
crown-prince  of  Sweden,  {Bemadotte,  an  ex-French 
general,  and  favorite  ol  the  emperor)  had  positively 
refused  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  Bonaparte 
for  a supply  of  8,000  men — stating,  plainly,  that 
Sweden  was  not  under  luiy  obligation  to  him,  and 
that  all  the  troops  she  maintains  are  necessai-y  for 
her  own  defence. 

There  Is  probably  some  truth  in  the  preceding. 

represented  to  be  an  excellent  and  well 
I informed  roan,  as  well  as  a v:diant  and  successful 
I soldier,  has  m.ade  himself  very  popular  with  the 
Swedes,  and  feeling  his  own  independence  will  na- 
tiu-ally  resist  the  claims  of  tlie  emperor,  who,  but 
lately  was  commanded  by  him. 


AMEnicAjr  SEAMEX.—Mr.  Wright’s  bill  for  tlie 
protection  of  American  seamen,  now  befbre  con- 
gress has  the  following  provisions — with  all  our 
heart  and  soul  wc  wish  they  were  or  could  bo  car- 
ried into  full  extent.  Our  government  has  know- 
ledge of  the  impressment  of  6,257  of  our  citizens 
by  the  British — this  is  not  certainly  cne  half  that 

have  been  feloniously  and  villainou.sly  kidnapped 

more  hereafter.  The  bill  declares— that  any  i3ei*son 
imprerising  a seaman  shall  be  treated  as  a pirate, 
and  sufier  death — that  a seaman  shall  be  justified 
in  wounding  or  killing  any  person  attempting  to 
impress  him — that  for  every  seaman  impressed  tlie 
pre.sident  .shall  retaliate  by  .seiz mg  a subject  of  the 
government  permitting  such  mipre.ssment — that  an 
impressed  seaman  may  attacli  any  sum  in  thelir.nds 
of  any  debtor  of  a Bi  iti.sh  subject,  at  tiie  rate  of 
tliirty  doliui-s  per  montit  for  Uie  time  he  iiaa  been 
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detained—that  British  seamen  shall  be  seized  and 
the  same  be  exchanged,  by  cartel,  if  Great  Britain 
shall  think  proper — that  no  supplies  shall  be  furnish- 
ed to  any  vessel  whose  commander  has  impressed 
an  American  seaman — that  no  vessel  belonging  to  a 
foreign  power  in  the  habit  of  impressing  our  sea- 
men, shall  be  permitted  to  unload  her  cargo  in  any 
port  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  Chronicle. 

Baltimoue,  Fehmary  22,  1812. 

The  senate  has  been  chiefly  engaged  in  consider- 
ing the  several  appropriation  and  other  bills,  passed 
by  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  rejection  of  Mr.  Porter’s  proposition  (see 
Tuesday’s  proceedings  of  congress,)  , is  said  to  have 
arisen  from  an  opinion  that  the  volunteers  already 
authorised  may  be  used  for  offensive  war.  The  re- 
sult of  it,  however,  convinces  us  that  when  the  plain 
question  of  war  shall  be  put,  a lai-ge  majority  will 
be  found  in  its  favor. 

Maj.  gen.  Deaihorn  and  brig.  gen.  Wilkinson  are 
at  tlie  seat  of  government. 

The  Orleans  convention  have  finished  their  busi- 
ness, and  appointed  two  of  their  members  to  carry 
the  constitution  adopted  to  congress,  for  its  appro- 
bation. 

The  United  States  armories  at  Harper’s  Ferry 
and  Springfield,  cost  for  the  year  1811,  g245,142 
77,  during  which  time  were  made  22,020  muskets, 
and  1,505  do.  repaired. 

Aaron  Buna  was  to  take  passage  for  the  United 
States  from  London,  the  latter  end  of  December. 

Gur  accounts  from  Denmark  are  rather  favorable. 
Mr.  Erving’s  exertions  are  indefatigable.  Advices 
are  just  received  of  the  -restoration  of  two  ships 
wortli  ^100,000  each. 

Mr.  Weaver’s  resolutions  for  calling  a convention 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  altering 
certain  parts  of  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  negatived  in  the  senate — Id  to  12. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has,  we  learn, 
approved  of  the  acquital  of  brig.  gen.  James  Wil- 
kinson of  all  the  charges  alledged  against  him,  and 
caused  his  sword  to  be  restored  to  him.  The  par- 
ticulars of  the  case  have  not  reached  us  in  such  a 
shape  as  to  enable  us  to  speak  of  them  with  certain- 
ty; but  we  shall  probably  have  it  in  our  power  to 
liiy  them  before  our  readers  in  a few  days,  f jV.Int. 

Late  advices  are  received  from  France  and  Eng- 
land. A letter  from  Paris  dated  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, gives  a most  favorable  account  of  the  recep- 
tion-of  our  minister,  Mr.  Barlow,  by  the  emperor. 
A particular  day  was  appointed  for  his  a.udience,  in- 
stead of  being  received  as  usual  afhong  a crowd  of 
diplomatists.  He  w^  waited  upon:  and  compli- 
me^nted  by  the  “great  dignitaries  of  the  empire,” 
and  hitroduced  to;  tlie  emperor’s  cabinet  by  the 
prince  arch  chancellor,  the  high  officers  of  state  be- 
hig  in  waiting.  Mr.  Barlow’s  address  to  Bona- 
parte has  not  been  received;  but  the  following  is 
given  as  the  reply  of  the  emperor. 

“I  am  happy  to  receive  a minister  plenipotenti- 
ary from  the  United  States,  piuticularly  so  distin- 
guislied  a gentleman,  whose  opinions  are  so  well 
kuown  to  me — make  the  English  respect  your  flag', 
and  you  will  obtain  every  thing  you  wish  from  me.” 

Ic  seems  as  though  immediate  attention  had  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Barlow’s  representations.  So  much  of 
them  as  relate  to  commerce  appear  to  have  been 
submitted  to  the  council,  to  whom  such  subjects 
are  referred,  at  which  tl»e  emperor  himself  presided, 
and  hopes  oi  a satisfucior}'  change  in  his  system  are 


entertained.  Many  valuable  vessels  sequestered 
under  the  Rambouillet  decree,  have  been  given  up 
to  the  claimants,  and  permitted  to  make  sales,  or 
depart,  as  they  thought  expedient.  We  have  lately 
had  many  arrivals  in  the  United  States  fi*om  France 
the  value  of  their  cargoes  is  immense,  and  the 
voyages  appear  to  have  been  highly  profitable.  On 
the  whole  there  is  a well-grounded  hope  that  a lu- 
crative and  extensive  trade  will  be  opened  to  the 
continent,  if  the  British  iidll  permit  it. 

Oiu*  London  dates  are  to  the  26th  of  December. — 
A general  opinion  prevailed  that  parliament,  on 
their  meeting  January  7,  would  cause  the  orders 
in  council  to  be  abrog’ated  or  satisfactorily  modified. 
[This  opinion  has  obtained  much  credit  in  some  of 
the  cities  in  the  United  States.]  The  old  king  for 
two  or  three  days  had  refused  to  eat,  and  his  de- 
cease was  looked  for.  The  duke  of  Clarence, 
William  Henry,  third  son  of  the  king,  is  appointed 
“admiral  of  the  fleet,”  or  commander  in  chief  of 
the  British  navy.  Stocks,  December  26,  3 per 
cent,  reduced,  62  1-4  3-8  5-8.  French  troops  had 
been  passing  through  Austria,  towards  the  Kussian 
frontiers.  It  is  said  preliminaries  of  peace  have 
been  signed  between  Russia  and  Turkey.  The  fol- 
lowing article  is  from  tlie  ^^Lvndon  Statesman^^  of 
December  10 and  called  “important.” 

“Government  has  received  intelligence  from 
France,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  one  of  Bona- 
parte’s principal  objects,  is  at  this  moment,  to  get 
a squadron  of  French  ships  into  an  American  port, 
as  an  inducement  for  the  United  States  to  declare 
war  against  England.  He  has  five  ships  of  the 
line  equipped  and  manned  at  L’Orient,  supposed  to 
be  destined  immediately  for  that  important  service, 
he  has  also  fifteen  sail  of  the  line  at  Toulon,  while 
our  blockading  squadron  off  that  port  consists  only 
of  eleven;  a reinforcement  of  it,  however,  we  un- 
derstand, may  be  expected  daily.” 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESF.NTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  20. — Mr.  M‘.Kee,  from  the  select 
committee  to  whom  the  resolution  on  that  subject 
had  been  referred,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  in  the  late  en- 
gagement near  the  Wabash.  I’wice  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  for  raising 
25,000  men,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
for  arming  the  militia. 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  T.allmadge  spoke  against  it. 
Mr.  Calhoun  objected,  because  the  distribution  was 
left  to  the  state  legislatures,  who  might  put  the 
arms  in  arsenals.  Mr.  Tallmadge  objected  to  very 
many  of  the  details.  Both  were  friendly  to  the 
principle  of  arming. 

Mr,  Nelson,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr. 
Wright  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Little  was  tired  of  this  long  debate  on  tlie 
subject,  considering  it  a waste  of  time,  and  called 
for  the  previous  question,  which  always  is,  shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put.? 

More  than  a fifth  of  the  members  present  rose  in 
fiivor  of  putting  it. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 
Granted.  The}^  ivere,  ayes  52,  noes  62. 

By  one  of  the  rules  of  the  house,  if  the  main 
question  is  determined  in  the  negative  the  subject 
in  debate  is  postponed  till  tlie  next  day. 

[Of  the  other  business  done,  being  of  no  great, 
or  immediate  importance,  due  notice  shall  be  taken 
in  our  next.} 
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‘ wish  no  other  herald 

“ No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions, 

“To  keep  mine  honor  from  corruptioa 
“ But  such  an  honest  chronicler.” 

Shakspeare—^KmuY  Tin. 
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To  the  Public. 

It  has  been  a custom,  from  the  infancy  of  time, 
for  the  managers  of  periodical  magazines  to  halt  at 
certain  convenient  stopping  places  on  their  literan- 
journey,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a little  familiar 
chat  with  the  friends  who  have  accompanied  them 
on  the  way.  To  take  a retrospect  of  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  he  has  surmounted,  emboldens  an 
editor  to  look  forward  widi  hope  and  confidence 
to  those  he  has  still  to  encounter;  and  if  he  should 
be  happy  enough  to  have  kept  his  companions  in  a 
cheerful  disposition  to  pay  the  travelling  expenses, 
he  resumes  his  course  with  increased  alacrity.  In 
the  language  of  a late  accomplished  scholar,  we 
have  arrived  at  our  first  tuf'npiket  and  now  may  be 
permitted  to  count  the  milestones  we  have  passed, 
and  describe  the  rout  which  we  shall  take  for  the 
future. 

In  his  original  contract  with  subscribers,  the 
editor  gave  them  the  privilege  of  witlidrawing  their 
patronage,  if  after  the  13th  No.  they  found  the  work 
not  to  answer  their  expectations.  It  affords  him  a 
high  gratification  to  say  that  very  few,  indeed, 
availed  themselves  of  this  indulgence;  and  it  is  no 
small  cause  of  triumph,  to  add,  that  in  the  short 
space  of  six  months,  a third  edition  of  some  of  the 
first  numbers  of  the  Register  was  rendered  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  continued  increase  of  his  sub- 
scription list.  While  these  proofs  of  liberal  appro- 
bation flatter  his  prospects  of  interest,  they  are  at 
the  same  time  well  calculated  to  excite  and  keep 
alive  a spirit  of  presevering  industry,  and  a proud 
ambition  still  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  labours. 

The  strong  current  of  political  matter  which  be- 
gan to  flow  in  upon  us,  soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  publication,  has  rendered  the  first 
volume  less  various  in  its  contents  than,  from  the 
prospectus,  it  may  have  been  expected  to  be.  But 
the  editor  acted  from  a sense  of  duty  in  preferring 
these  objects  of  immediate  and  general  interest,  to 
others  speculative  in  their  nature,  or  of  more  re- 
mote concerns.  A single  volume  of  a connected 
series  cannot  offer,  in  all  its  parts,  a fair  example  of 
the  grand  design  of  the  whole.  In  the  progress  of 
the  work  the  editor  hopes  that  every  description  of 
readers  may  find  something  to  attract  his  regard, 
something  “which  may  deceive  the  burthen  of  life, 
or  invigorate  the  enthusiasm  of  literature.” 

With  respect  to  the  mechanical  execution  of  the 
work,  the  editor  has  made  such  arrangements  as 
allow  him  to  promise  without  fear  of  disappoint- 
ment, that  tlie  second  volume  will  exliibit  a beauty 
of  typography  not  exceeded  in  any  work,  and  which 
from  its  smaller  size  will  gre.atly  augment  the  i/z/a?!- 
of  matter,  though  a Iroady  much  more  consid- 
erable than  that  of  any  other  magazine,  published 
at  price. 

With  respect  to  the  literaiy  department,  the  edi- 
tor speaks  with  pride  of  the  associates  engaged  to 
aid  lum.  They  are  inen^  who,  to  all  the  elegant  ac- 
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quirements  of  genius  and  learning,  unite  the  rare 
accompaniment  of  a prompt  and  never-v^earied  in- 
dustry. They  are  resources  upon  which  he  can  at 
dl  times  draw  without  a!  dread  of  defalcation  * 

A large  stock  remains  on  our  shelves  for  the 
■second  volume.  The  series  of  Revolutionary  State 
Papers  commenced  in  this  volume,  wdll  be  cominu- 
ed  as  soon  as  leisure  serves;  together  with  the  en- 
tire journal  of  the  Stamp  Act  Congress,  of  glorious 
memory. 

On  our  naval  and  military  affuirs,  we  shall  select 
a few  of  the  speeches  from  both  sides  of  the  house, 
which  appear  to  contain  the  most  comprehensii'e 
views  ofthe  subjects.  In  the  number  laid  oft'  are 
those  of  Messrs.  Cheves,  Quincey,  Calhoun,  Stan- 
ford  and  JVelson. 

In  Statistics  we  have  a rich  variety  of  articles, 
original  and  selected. 

Of  History,  there  are  many  interesting  articles  on 
hand;  among  the  rest  an  account  of  the  Invasion  of 
Portugal,  by  the  author  of  the  history  of  the  Inva- 
sion of  Spain;  a history  of  the  attack  upon  Copen- 
hagen, by  another  hand,  as  also  a narrative  of  our 
Avar  with  Tripoli. 

For  our  Geographical  dop^xtroent,  Avehave  an  ac- 
count of  Venezuela  ready  for  the  press;  some  no- 
tices of  Canada,  which  in  the  present  situation  of 
our  aft'airs  will  not  fail  to  be  interesting,  are  nearly 
prepared  for  insertion. 

The  Philosophical  and  Miscellaneous  departments 
shall  be  adorned  Avith  all  the  elegant  variety  of 
Avhich  our  resources  are  capable,  and  under  the  lat- 
ter head  we  shall  hereafter  devote  an  occasional 
page  or  tAvo  to  “Sunday  Readings.” 

To  close  this  tedious  harrangue,  the  editor  Avill 
apply  to  himself  the  language  of  Burke,  used  on  a 
very  different  occasion:  “I  faithfully  engage  by 
night  or  by  day,  in  toAvn  or  in  country,  at  the  desk 
or  in  the  forest,  AAUthout  regard  to  convenience, 
ease  or  pleasure,  to  devote  myself  to  tlie  service”  of 
my  numerous  patrons. 

The  Title,  Index,  &c.  shall  be  given  AA'ith  the 
next  number,  if  possible.’  H.  NILES. 


^ It  has  been  a cause  of  frequent  regret  that  more 
room  could  not  be  afforded  for  original  articles. — 
The  reason  is,  in  part  accounted  for  in  the  preced- 
ing paragraph:  besides  to  a large  portion  of  oiu* 
readers,  the  Register  assumes  the  character  of  a 
newspaper^  Avdiile  many  receiA'e  it  chiefly  as  a book 
of  reference.  These  interests  clash  Aviih  the  desii*e 
of  others  (and,  indeed,  with  our  oaati  inclination) 
that  it  should  be  more  devoted  to  miscellaneous 
and  original  communications,  ofvvhich  Ave  are  able 
and  Avilling  entirely  to  fill  the  work — but  the  views 
of  all  must  be  subsened;  and  by  the  arrangements 
made  to  get  in  more  matter,  Ave  hope  to  satisfy  every 
description  of  readers  in  a A'ery  short  time.  The 
second  volume  Avill  probably  contain  from  a fourth 
to  a fifth  more  mutter  than  the  first 
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(Xj^  By  the  terms  of  the  contract  between  the  edi- 
tor and  his  patrons,  there  is  now  due  from  each 
■ (except  of  those  who  have  paid  in  advance)  the  sum 
of  Jive  dollars.  Subscribers  in  Baltimore  will  be 
immediately  waited  upon — those  resident  in  the 
neighborhood  of  an  agent  (seepage  175  and  below) 
V ill  please  to  apply  to  him  tor  their  bills  and  receipts 
~~and  those  wiio  liave  no  agent  in  their  vicinity 
will  be  kind  enough  to  make  remittances  by  mail, 
or  some  ocher  safe  conveyance,  as  soon  as  conveni- 
ent. On  the  general  payment  of  the  little  sums  due 
to  the  editor,  is  the  foimdation  of  his  hope  to  in- 
crease the  value  and  adorn  and  beautify  this  work. 
Expence  will  be  lavished  *Jaripassu^^  with  the  abi- 
lity afforded. 

To  avoid  mistakes  and  preserve  a check  upon  the 
numerous  accounts  of  the  office,  the  editor  requests 
that  no  money  may  be  paid  but  upon  his  own  re- 
ceipt, or  the  receipt  of  a gentleman  whose  name  is 
recorded  as  an  agent.  It  is  designed,  however,  to 
furnish  these  gentlemen  with  the  accounts  belong- 
ing to  their  respective  neighborhoods:  but,  in  some 
instances,  they  may  have  forwai’ded  the  names  of 
subscribei’s  with  whose  bills  they  may  not  be  fur- 
nished, in  which  case  they  will  be  pleased  to  supply 
tlie  deficiency. 

SuppiEMTJifTAnr  risy  of  Agfkts. 

At  Blooming shurg.  Pa.  John  Park,  esq.  P.  M. — 
at  Etanton,  Geo.  Mr.  John  Smith— at  Batawia^  N., 
Y.  David  E.  Evans,  esq.  In  the  city  of  J\  ew-Fork, 
Mr.  Francis  Hall — at  Foughlcepsiey  lii.Y.  Major 

at  Handltoyi,  N.  Y.  John  Adams  Smith,  esq. 
—at  ChilUcothe,  O.  Samuel  Williams,  esq.— at  Fre- 
dericksburg,  Va.  Mr.  William  F.  Gray— at'  Edge- 
feld,  C.  //^S.  C.  Jesse  Simpkins,  esq.— at  Hopkin- 
so7iville,  Ky.  Thomas  Ashbury,  esq.  P,  M.— at  Je- 
mappe, ysL  W^illiam  Woodford,  jr.  esq.— at  the  Brick 
Meeting  IfouaCy  Md.  Ellis  Chandler,  esq.  P.  M.— at 
Freder'ickto-um,  colonel  Steven  Stoner. 

The  editor  claims  the  indulgence  of  any  gentle- 
man who  has  kindly  undertaken  to  act  as  an  agent 
for  the  Weekly  Register,  if  his  name  has  been  in- 
advertently omit^ci  If  mistakes  of  this  kind  ex- 
ist, they  will  be  rectified  with  pleasure. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Spain  hj  Bonaparte. 

A.Bli.n>GED  FROM  TttF  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

CHAPTER  X. 

[cONTIWUEn  from  p^e  453.] 

At  length,  on  the  11th  of  January,  the  Brinish 
army,  after  repulsing  several  attacks  from  Soult, 
peached  Corunna,  entire  and  unbroken:  and  in  a 
tnilitarv  point  of  view  the  operation  was  successful 
and  splendid.  Nearly  70,000  Frenchmen,  led  by 
Bonaparte,  with  a great  superiority  in  cavalry,  had 
in  vain  endeavored  to  surround  or  rout  26,000  Bri- 
ti  ib.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  the  country- 
had  been  traversed;  moiintams,  defiles  and  river.s 
had  been  crossed,  in  daily  contact  with  their  ene- 
my. Though  often  engaged,  even  their  rear  guard 
was  never  beaten  nor  tlu-own  into  confusion:  but 
it  Avas  victorious  in  every  encounter.  ^ Much  bag- 

fage  undoubtedly  was  lost;  but  nothing  was  taken 
v'fo]'ce.  What  was  left  Was  owing  to  the  inability 
of“the  horses  and  mules  to  proceed.  The  courage 
and  menacing  attittide  maintained  by  the  cavalry 
and  reserve  alNvaA^s  repelled  and  overawed  the  ad- 
A^anced  guard  of  the  enemy;  and  at  Lugo,  battle 
was  offered  by  this  handful  of  men,  to  three  divi-^ 
sion.s  of  France,  commanded  by  their  marshals.— 


This  challenge  was  dediined;  and  the  impression  Lr. 
made,  enabled  the  British  to  terminate  their  march 
almost  undisturbed.  In  fine,  neither  Napoleon, 
nor  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  Avon  a piece  of  artillery, 
a standard,  or  a single  military  trophy,  from  the 
British  troops. 

The  greatest  danger  was  still  to  be  encountered: 
the  position  at  Corunna  was  found  to  be  extremely 
bad,  the  transports  were  not  arrived,  and  the  ene- 
my were  appearing  on  the  heights.  Some  expe- 
rienced general  officers,  of  excellent  judgment  and 
distinguished  valor,  were  so  impressed  with  the 
melancholy  aspect  of  afiairs,  as  to  consider  the 
state  of  the  army  almost  desperate.  They  repre- 
sented to  the  commander  in  chief  the  little  proba- 
bility there  was  of  being  able  to  resist  the  attacks  of 
an  enemy  camionading  and  pouring  upon  them 
from  the  hills,  while  they  were  waiting  for  shipping. 
They  therefore  advised  sir  John  Moore  to  dispatch 
a messenger  fo  the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  and  propose 
to  enter  into  terms  with  him,  for  the  safe  embarka- 
tion of  the  Jc^ritish  army.  Happily  for  his  own  me- 
mory he  rejected  this  advice:  and  g-ave  to  the  army 
an  opportijCnity  of  proving  to  the  world  that  cour- 
age which  had  never  forsaken  them,  amid  all  their 
disasters. 

The  French  were  seen  next  morning  (12th  Jan.) 
moving  in  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
Mero.  They  took  a position  near  the  village  Pe- 
rillo  ons  the  left  flank,  and  occupied  the  houses 
along  the  river;  while  sir  John  Moore  was  inces- 
santly occupied  in  preparing  for  the  defence  of  his 
post,  .-and  making  every  arrangement  for  the  em- 
barkation of  his  troops.  The  generals  and  every 
.officer  of  the  army,  were  now  exerting  themselves 
to  restore  discipline  and  regularity  to  the  troops, 
who  were  receiving  such  refreshments  as  could  be 
pro^cured  in  that  place  and  some  repose  from  their 
toFis.  On  the  13th  Jan.  sir  D.  Baird  marched  out 
of  Corunna  with  his  division,  to  occupy  the  posi- 
tifjn  on  the  swelling  grounds,  and  to  remain  out  all 
ni'ight.  Had  the  army  consisted  of  double  its  num- 
l';er  it  might  have  defended  itself  against  a very  sii- 
’perior  forbe,  by  occupying  tlie  rang-e  of  hills  about 
four  miles  from  Corunna.  But  this  position  was 
found  to  be  too  extensive;  for  the  two  wings  must 
have  been  exposed  to  be  turned,  and  the  enemy  could 
have  penetrated  to  Corunna,  especially  by  the  right 
flank.  The  possession  of  these  high  hills  was  there- 
fore given  up  to  tlie  enemy,  while  the  British  were 
under  the  necessity  of  occupying  a second  range  of 
much  inferior  heights.  DisadA'antageous  as  this  po- 
sition was,  it  was  preferable  to  leaving  it  also  to  the 
enemy,  and  contracting  the  posts  close  to  the  town. 
For  if  that  had  been  done  the  enemy  would  have  ap- 
proached so  near  the  shore,  that  every  movement 
would  have  been  seen,  and  the  embarkation  would 
have  been  rendered  impossible.  The  commander 
in  chief  therefore  directed  that  one  division  under 
general  Hope  should  occupy  a hill  on  the  left,  which 
commanded  the  road  to  Bentanzos,  but  tlie  lieight 
of 'which  decreased  gradually  towards  the  village  of 
Elvina,  taking  a curved  direction.  Sir  D.  Baird’s 
division  commenced  at  this  village,  and  bending  to 
the  right,  tlie  w'hole  formed  nearly  a semi-circle.— 
The  rifle  corps  on  the  right  of  sir  D,  Baird,  formed 
a chain  across  a valley,  and  communicated  with 
general  Frasei*'s  division,  which  was  drawn  up  near 
the  road  to  Vigo,  and  about  half  a mile  from  Co- 
runna. The  reseiwe  under  major-general  Paget  oc- 
cupied a village  bn  the  Bentanzos  road,  about  half 
a mile  in  the  rear  of  general  Moore.  He  had  been 
on  horse  back  fi’om  day-break,  to  make  CA'cry  ar- 
rangement for  battle.  He  ret.urned  about  eleven  in 
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the  afternoon,  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  sent  for 
brigadier-general  .Stuart,  and  desired  him  to  proceed 
to  England  and  explain  to  ministers  the  situation  ot 
the  army,  lie  was  so  fatigued  that  he  declined 
writing;  but  two  hours  afterwards,  having  taken 
some  refreshment,  finding  that  the  vessel  was  i\ot 
yet  gone,  he  called  for  paper  and  wi’Ote  his  last  dcs- 
patcii  to  government. 

On  tlie  14th  the  enemy  commenced  a cannonade 
on  the  left,  near  the  road  to  El  llurgo;  the  British 
artillery  returned  the  fire  with  great  effect,  and  at 
last  compelled  the  enemy  to  draw  oft'  his  guns.  In 
the  evening  the  transports  hove  in  sight,  which 
gave  tile  troops  the  invigorating  hope  of  being  able 
to  se^  their  native  shores  once  more.  All  the  pre- 
pai’ations  for  embarking  were  completed  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  and  the  general  gave  notice 
that  if  the  French  did  not  move,  to  begin  embark- 
ing the  reserve  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  About 
noon  he  sent  for  colonel  Atiderson,  to  communi- 
cate his  final  instructions  about  the  embarkation. — 
He  directed  that  he  must  send  the  sick  men,  horses 
and  baggage  as  quickly  as  possible;  but  that  he 
wished  ail  the  boats  to  be  disengaged  by  four  in  the 
afternoon.  He  continued  transacting  business  un- 
til a little  after  one  o’clock,  when  his  horse  was 
brought.  He  took  leave  of  colonel  Anderson, 
saying,  “remember  I depend  upon  yoUr  paying 
particular  attention  to  every  thing  that  concerns 
the  embarkation:  and  let  there  be  as  little  con- 
fusion as  possible.”  He  then  mounted  his  horse 
in  good  spirits,  and  set  off  to  visit  the  out  posts, 
and  explain  his  design  to  the  general  officers. — 
He  had  not  proceeded  far  before  he  received  a 
report  from  general  Hope,  that  the  enemy’s  line 
were  getting  under  arms.  The  general  expressed 
the  highest  satisfaction  at  this  intelligence;  and 
only  regretted  that  there  would  not  be  day-light 
enough  to  profit  sufficiently  from  the  advantages 
he  anticipated  as  certain.  He  stuck  spurs  to  his 
horse  ana  flew  to  the  field.  The  advanced  pic- 
quets  were  already  beginning  to  fire  at  the  French 
light  troops,  who  were  rapidly  pouring  down  tlie 
hill  on  the  right  wing  of  the  British.  The  army 
was  drawn  up  in  the  order  of  battle  he  had  planned 
three  days  before,  and  was  filled  With  ardor.  The 
general  surveyed  them  with  pleasure;  and  examin- 
ed carefully  the  movements  of  the  French  cavalry. 
In  a few  minutes  he  despatched  almost  all  his  staff 
officers  with  orders  to  the  generals  at  the  diff’erent 
posts.  General  Fra^ei’,  whose  brigade-  was  in  the 
rear,  was  commanded  to  mo  ve  up,  and  take  a dis- 
position on  the  right;  and  general  Paget  was  order- 
ed to  advance  with  the  reserve  to  support  lord 
William  Bentinck.  Tlie  French  now  commenced 
a destructive  cannonade  from  eleven  heavy  guns, 
advantageously  planted  on  the  hills.  Four  strong 
columns  were  seen  moving  from  tlieir  position.— 
One  advanced  from  a wood,  the  otlier  skirted  its 
edge;  and  both  Were  directed  towards  the  right 
wing  which  was  the  weakest  point.  A third  co- 
lumn approached  the  centre;  and  the  fourth  was 
advancing  slowly  upon  tire  left  along  tlie  road  from 
iihBurgo.  Be.sides  these,  tliere  was  a fifth  corps 
which  remained  lialf  way  down  the  hill,  towards 
the  left.  It  v'as  the  opinion  of  Sir  Jojin  Moore, 
that  the  presence  of  the  chief  in  cpmmand  near  to 
the  point  where  the  great  struggle  recuvs,  is  often 
most  usefuL  He  probably  thought  it  peculiary 
nccessai’y  to  follow  this  rule  here,  as  the  position  of 
his  right  wing  was  bad;  and  if  tiie  troojjs  on  that 
point  gave  way  the  ruin  of  the  army  was  inevitable. 
Lord  \Villi.un  Bentinck’s  brigade,  consi  ting  of 
thrjic  TCgijrrents,  the  4Mg  the  and  tHe  5^th, 


maintained  this  dangerous  post.  The  guards  were 
in  their  rear;  and,  to  prevent  the  right  being  turn- 
ed, captain  Napier  was  dispatched  to  desii-e  gen. 
Paget  to  bring  up  the  reserve  to  the  right  of  lord 
William  Bentinck.  Sir  David  Baird  leading  on  hia 
division,  had  his  arm  shattei-cd  widi  a grape  shotj 
and  Was  forced  to  leave  the  field. 

The  French  mdillery  plunged  from  tlie  heights^ 
and  the  two  hostile  lines  of  infantry  mutually  ad- 
vanced, beneath  a shower  of  balls.  They  were 
still  separated  from  each  otlier  by  the  stone  walls 
and  hedges,  which  intersected  the  ground:  but  a.s 
they  closed,  it  was  perceiv'ed  that  the  French  line 
extended  beyond  the  right  flank  of  the  British;  and 
a body  of  the  enemy  were  observed  moving  up  the 
valley  to  turn  it.  An  order  was  instantly  given^ 
and  the  half  of  the  4th  regiment,  which  formed 
this  flank,  fell  back,  refusing  their  right,  and  muk-^ 
ing  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  otlier  half.  In  this, 
position  they  commenced  a heavy  flanking  fire.-^ 
The  gener.al  ivatching  their  manoeuvre,  ca.lled  out 
to  them,  “that  Was  exactly  what  I wanted  to  be 
done,”  and  rode  up  to  tl^,5*0th  regiment  command- 
ed by  majors  Napier  and  Stanhope.  They  luid 
passed  an  inclosure  in  ihe  front  and  Charged  the 
enemy  most  gallantly.  The  general  animated  them 
by  liis  applause,  “well  done  the  fiftietli!  well  done 
my  majors!”  They  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Elvira  with  great  slaughter,  but  Napier j 
advancing  too  far,  was  taken  prisoner  and  Staniiope 
received  a mortal  wound. 

Sir  John  MoOr  next  proceeded  to  the  42d^ 
^^Hightandeiriiy^  said  he  ^^rememher  Egypt and 
they  rushed  forward  driving  tlie  French  before  them 
until  they  were  stopped  by  a wall.  The  general  ac- 
companied them  in  this  Charge  and  told  them  he 
was  well  pleased  with  their  conduct.  He  sent  capt. 
Hardinge  to  order  up  a battalion  of  guards  to  the 
left  flank  of  the  Highlanders;  upon  which  the  offi- 
cer commanding  the  light  company,  conceived  that^ 
as  their  ammunition  wa.s  nearly  expended,  were  to 
be  relieved  by  the  guards,  and  began  to  fall  back? 
but  sir  John,  discovering*  their  mistake,  said  to 
them,  “my  brave  42d,  join  your  comrades,  ain- 
munilion  is  coming,  and  you  have  your  bayonets.” 

They  all  moved  forward  instantha  Capt.  Har- 
dinge now  returned,  to  report  that  the  guards  were 
.advancing.  While  he  was  speaking  and  pointing- 
out  the  situation  of  the  battalionj  a hot  fire 
kept  up,  and  the  enem/s  artillery  played  incessam- 
ly  upon  the  spot.  Sir  J6hn  Moore  was  loo  con- 
spicuous, A cannon  ball  struck  bis  left  sho'.ilcler, 
which  it  tore  off’  with  p.art  of  his  collar  bone,  Icav- 
ing  the  arm  hanging  by  the  flesh.  He  fell  from  liis 
horse  on  his  bock,  not  a nm-’Cle  of  bis  f ce  altered, 
nor  did  he  betray  the  least  sensation  of  j)ain.  He 
raised  him.sclf  and  looked  instantly  ai  ihe  Higlilan- 
ders,  who  were  wartnly  engaged-  Capt.  H.ardinre 
threw  himself  from  his  horse  and  took  his  handi 
obi;el■^■ing  hi.s  anxiety  i.e  told  him  tliat  the  42d  were 
advancing,  upon  which  his  counienan.ce  immecli- 
ately  brightened.  liis  friend  Col.  Graham  who  now 
came  up,  scehig  the  composure  of  his  ft  aUircs  be^ 
gan  to  hope  dial  he  was  not  even  wounded,  till  he 
sa'.y  the  dreadful  laceration.  As  it  was  in  vain  to 
make  any  attempt  in  stopping  the  blood,  the  gene- 
ral consented  to  be  removed  to  the  rear  in  a blanket. 
In  raising  him  up,  his  sword,  hanging  on  the  wounds 
ed  side,  touched  bis  ai-m,  and  became  entailglcd. 
I between  his  leg.s:  Capt.  Hardi’.igc  began  to  un- 

! buckle  it,  but  the  general  said,  iu  liis  usual  tone 
! and  manner,  and  in  a dictir.et  voice,  “it  is  a*:  wed 
as  It  is;  I had  rather  it  should  go  ou  t of  the  fiekl  with 
me.”  Six  eoldjerrs  of  the  42d  and  ike  guar.i>j  boy^ 
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him.  Harding  observing'  his  composure,  caught 
at  the  hope  that  the  wound  might  not  be  mortal, 
and  said  to  him,  he  trusted  he  would  be  spared  to 
the  army.  Moore  turned  his  head  and  looking 
stedfastly  at  the  wound  for  a few  seconds,  replied, 
*‘No,  Hardinge,  I feel  that  to  be  impossible.”  He 
thenOTdered  the  captain  to  report  his  wound  to  gene- 
ral Hope,  who  now  assumed  the  command.  As  the 
soldiers  were  carrying  him  slowly  along,  he  made 
them  frequently  turn  round,  that  he  might  see  the 
field  of  battle, and  listen  to  the  firing;  and  he  was  well 
pleased  when  the  sound  grew  fainter.  A spring 
waggon  came  up,  bearing  colonel  Wynch,  who 
was  wounded:  the  colonel  asked  who  was  in  the 
blanket,  and  being  told  it  as  Sir  John  Moore, 
wished  him  to  be  placed  in  the  waggon.  Sir  John 
asked  one  of  the  Highlanders  whether  he  tliought 
the  waggon  or  the  blanket  was  better?  The  man 
replied  that  the  blanket  would  not  shake  him  so 
much,  as  he  and  the  other' soldiers  would  keep  the 
step,  and  carry  him  easy.  “I  think  so  too”  said  the 
general.  “So  they  proceeded  with  him  to  his  quar- 
ters at  Corunna,  the  soldiers”  says  capt.  Hardinge, 
“shedding  tears  as  tliey  went.” 

Many  of  the  soldiers  knew  that  their  two  chiefs 
were  carried  ofii  yet  they  continued  the  fight  un- 
daunted. Gen.  Paget,  hastened  to  the  right  with 
his  reserve.  Colonel  Beckwith  dashed  on  with  the 
rifle  corps,  repelling  the  enemy,  and  advancing  on 
their  flank.  They  penetrated  so  far,  as  nearly  to 
carry  one  of  their  cannon;  but  were  at  length  for- 
ced to  retire,  before  a much  superior  force,  which 
moved  up  from  the  valley.  Paget  then  attacked  this 
cbrps  w-ith  the  52nd  and  some  more  of  the  reserve, 
and  quickly  repelled  it.  He  pressed  on  to  a great 
distance,  dispersing  tvery  thing  in  his  front;  till 
the  enemy  perceiving  their  left  wing  quite  exposed, 
drew  it  entirely  back.  The  French  then  advanced 
upon  the  centre,  where  general  Manningham  and 
Seith  successfully  resisted  their  onset.  The  ground 
there  being  more  elevated,  and  favorable  to  artil- 
lery, the  guns  were  of  great  utility.  An  effort 
without  success  was  likewise  made  on  the  left.  But 
a corps  of  French  took  possession  of  a village  on 
the  road  to  Bantanzos  from  which  they  continued  to 
fire.  On  which  lieutenant  colonel  Nicholls  boldly 
attacked  the  village,  and  beat  out  the  enemy  with 
loss. 

liight  now  began  to  fail,  and  Ihe  French  had  fall- 
en back  on  every  s id «;  yet  the  roaring  of  cannon 
and  report  of  musquetiy,  continued  till  dark. 

Tile  victory  was  complete  though  gained  under 
great  disadvantages.  The  French  force  amounted 
to  full  20,000  men,  and  the  British  had  not  15,000. 
The  superiority  in  artillery  was  equally  great,  and 
being  planted  in  the  hills,  they  fired  down  upon 
the  British  with  dreadful  effect.  The  French, 
too,  cloathed  in  the  very  stores  which  they  had 
overtaken  on  the  road,  elated  witli  a pursuit  in 
which  no  man  had  been  forced  beyond  his  strength, 
and  hourly  receiving  reinforcements  to  their  alrea- 
dy superior  numbers. — ^The  English  in  a state  of 
misery,  to  which  no  army  perhaps  had  ever  before 
been  reduced  till  after  a total  defeat;  having  lost 
theirmilitary  chest,  their  stores,  their  baggage,their 
horses,  their  women  and  children,  their  sick,  their 
wounded — every  thing  but  their  innate  courage. 

The  loss  of  the  British  inkilied  and  wounded  was 
about  800  men,  while  that  of  the  French,  as  gen. 
Napier,  while  a prisoner,  ^yas  informed,  amounted 
to  2000.  This  was  ascribed  to  the  quick  firing  and 
steady  aim  of  the  British  troops;  the  French  vete- 
ran oifecers  declaring  that  they  had  never  been  in  so 
hot  a fire. 


The  general  lived  to  heac'tliat  the  battle  Was  woij 
“Are  the  French  beaten?”  was  the  question  which 
he  repeated  to  every  one  who  came  into  his  apart- 
ment; and  he  expressed  how  great  a satisfaction  it 
was  to  him  to  know  that  they  v ere  defeated,  ‘T 
hope,”  said  he  “the  people  of  England  will  be  satis- 
fied! 1 hope  my  country  will  do  me  justice.”  Then 
addi'essing  colonel  Anderson,  who  had  been  his 
friend  and  companion  for  one  and  twenty  years,  he 
said  to  him,  “Anderson,  you  know  I have  always 
wished  to  die  this  way — you  will  see  my  friends  as 

soon  as  you  can — tell  my  mother” but  here  his 

voice  quite  failed,  and  he  became  excessively  agi- 
tated, and  did  not  again  venture  to  name  her.  Some- 
times he  asked  to  be  placed  in  an  easier  posture.— 
“I  feel  myself  so  strong,”  he  said,  fear  1 shall 
be  long  dying.  It  is  great  uneasiness — it  is  great 
pain.”  After  some  interval  he  said  “Stanhope,  re- 
member me  to  your  sister.”  Then  pressing  the 
hand  of  colonel  Anderson,  he  died  without  a strug- 
gle, in  the  47th  yeai-  of  his  age. 

Thus,  to  employ  the  language  of  lieutenant  ge- 
neral Hope,  in  a despatch  which  is  among  the  most 
simple,  clear,  intelligible  and  interesting  composi- 
tions of  the  kind  that  we  have  ever  seen,  from  the 
plan  of  any  modern  commander,  and  may  even  bear 
to  be  compared  with  those  of  Julius  Caesar — thus 
did  sir  John  Moore,  after  conducting  the  army 
through  an  arduous  retreat  with  consummate  firm- 
ness, terminate  a career  of  distinguished  honor  by 
death,  that  has  given  the  enemy  additional  reason 
to  respect  the  name  of  a British  soldier.  Like  the 
immortal  Wolfe,  he  Was  snatched  from  his  coun- 
try at  an  early  period  of  a life  spent  in  her  service; 
like  Wolfe,  his  last  moments  were  gilded  by  the 
prbspect  of  success,  and  cheered  by  the  acclama- 
tion of  victory;  like  Wolfe  also  his  memory  will 
ever  remain  sacred  in  that  country  which  he  sin- 
cerely loved,  and  which  he  had  so  faithfully  served. 

The  benefits  derived  to  an  army  from  the  exam- 
ple of  a distinguished  commander,  it  was  said  in  tlie 
general  orders  which  were  issued  OH  this  occasion 
% the  Duke  of  York,  do  not  terminate  at  his  death:  , 
his  virtues  live  in  the  recollection  of  his  associates, 
and  his  fame  remains  the  strongest  incentive  to 
great  and  glorious  aciions. 

In  this  view,  the  commander  in  chief,  amidst 
the  deep  and  universal  regret,  which  the  death  of 
lieutenant-general . sir  John  Moore  occasioned, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  recal  to  the  troops  the  pili- 
tary  career  of  that  illustrious  officer,  for  their  in- 
struction and  imitation.  Sir  Jojyi  Moore  from  his 
youth  embraced  the  profession  with  tlie  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  a soldier,  he  felt,  that  a perfect 
knowledge,  and  an  exact  observance  of  the  hum- 
ble, but  important  duties  of  a subaltern  officer,  are 
the  best  foundations  for  subsequent  military  fame; 
and  his  ardent  rnind,  while  it  looked  forwai’d  to 
those  brilliant  achievements,  for  which  it  was  form- 
ed, applied  itself  with  energy  and  exemplary  assi- 
duity, to  the  duties  of  that  station.  In  the  school 
of  regimental  duty,  he  obtained  tliat  correct  know- 
ledge of  his  profession  so  essential  to  the  proper  di- 
rection of  the  gallant  spirit  of  the  soldier;  and  he 
was  ena:bled  to  establisli  a characteristic  order,  and 
regularity  of  conduct,  because  the  troops  found  in 
their  leader  a striking  example  of  the  discipline 
which  he  enforced  in  others.  Having  risen  to  com- 
mand, he  signalized  hissiiame  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  Holland  and  in  Egypt.  The  unremitting  atten- 
tion M'ith  which  he  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of 
every  branch  of  his  profession,  obtained  him  the 
confidence  of  sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and  he  became 
tli,e  companion  in  arms  of  that  illustrious  officer. 
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who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  troops,  in  an 
action  wh;ch  maintained  the  English  superiority 
over  the  arms  of  France.  Thus  sir  John  Moore,  at 
an  early  period,  obtained  with  general  approbation, 
that  conspicuous  station,  in  which  he  gloriously 
terminated  his  useful  and  honorable  life.  In  a mi- 
litary character,  obtained  amidst  the  dangers  of 
climate,  the  privations  incident  to  service,  and  the 
sufferings  of  repeated  wounds,  it  is  difficult  to  se- 
lect any  one  point  as  a preferable  subject  for  praise; 
it  exhibits  however,  one  feature  so  particularly 
characteristic  of  the  man,  so  important  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  service,  that  the  commander  in  chief 
marked  it  with  peculiar  approbation.  The  life  of 
sir  John  Moore  was  spent  among  the  troops.  Dur- 
ing  the  season  of  repase,  his  time  was  devoted  to 
the  C0(re  and  instruction  of  the  officer  and  soldier; 
in  war,  he  courted  service  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  Regardless  of  personal  considerations,  he 
esteemed  that  to  w'hich  his  country  called  him,  the 
post  of  honor,  and  by  his  undaunted  spirit,  nnd  un- 
questionable perseverance,  he  pointed  the  way  to 
victory.  His  country,  the  object  of  his  latest  soli- 
citude, will  rear  a monument  to  his  lamented  me- 
moiy,  and  the  commander  in  chief,  felt  that  he  was 
paying  the  best  tribute  to  his  fame  by  thus  holding 
him  forth  as  an  example  to  the  army."* 

He  had  often  said  that  if  he  was  killed  in  battle, 
he  wished  to  be  buried  where  he  fell.  The  body 
tvas  removed  at  midnight  to  the  citadel  of  Corunna. 
A grave  was  dug  for  him  on  the  rampart 


They  created  a little  alarm  among  the  transports; 
but  the  rear-guai’ds  embarked  without  the  slightest 
effort  being  made  by  the  enemy  to  interrupt  them. 
Thus  ended  the  first  British  campaign  in  Spain 
(irth  January,  1809.) 


General  Wilkinson. 

INSPECTOR’S  OFFICE, 

Washington,  Feb.  19,  1812. 

At  a general  court  martial  of  -which  brigadier  gene~ 
ral  Peter  Gansevoort  is  President , convened  at  Fre~ 
derick-totony  in  the  state  of  J^atylandy  on  the  2nd 
of  Septembery  1811,  and  continued  by  adjournments 
to  the  25th  December  follo-wingy  brigadier-gene~ 
ral  James  Wilkinson  was  tried  on  the  following 
charges  and  specif  cationsy  viz. 

CHARGE.  I. 

That  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  while  in  the  mi- 
litary service,  and  holding  the  commission  of  bri- 
gadier general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
did  corruptly  stipulate  to  receive,  and  by  virtue  of 
such  stipulation,  did  actually  receive,  by  way  of  pen- 
sion or  stipend,  divers  sums  of  money  from  the  officers 
and  agents  of  a foreign  power;  that  is  to  say,  from 
the  Spanish  officers  and  agents  concerned  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  late  provincial  government  of 
Louisiana  and  its  dependencies,  for  the  intent  and 
I purpose  of  combining  and  co-operating  wnth  that 
cof. , power,  in  designs  adverse  to  the  laws  and  policy, 
fin“could  be  procui-ed;  and  the  offiem  of  his  st.ff 'and  hostile  to  the  peace,  inierest  and  union  of  these 
wrapped  his  body,  dressed  as  it  was,  in  a military : states;  contrary  to  his  duty  and  allegiance  as  an 

cloak  and  blankets.  The  interment  was  hastened;  °mcer  and  a citizen. 

for,  about  eight  in  the  morning,  some  ffiing  was;  Specification  1.  Two  mule  loads  of  money,  (the 
heard,  and  the  officers  feared,  that  if  a serious  at-  amount  unknown)  being  received  at  New  Orleans 
tack  were  made,  they  should  be  ordered  awav,  and  % one  Joseph  Ballinger,  for  the  use,  and  by  the 
not  suffered  to  pay  him  their  last  duty.  The  officers  authority,  or  him  the  said  James  Wilk.nson,  on 
of  his  family  bore  him  to  hife  grave;  the  funeral  account  of  the  said  pension,  and  delivered  by  the 
service  was  read  by  the  chaplain;  and  the  corpse  Ballinger  to  him,  the  said  J^mes 

was  covered  with  earth.  A monument  was  af.er-  Wilkinson,  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  some  time  in 
wards  raised  on  the  spot  by  the  marquis  Romans;  *nouth  oi  December,  1789.  , , , 

and  in  consequence  of  an  address  from  the  house  of  Specification  2.  Two  other  mule  or  horse-loads 

commons  to  tlie  king,  it  was  ordered  that  hi.«  me-  J^^ney,  (the  amount  unknown)  being  received 

mory  should  be  honored  in  a similar  manner,  in  the  Wilkinson,  assisted  by  one 

cathedral  church  of  St  Paul’s  London  ^hiUy  at  New  Orleans,  some  time  m the 

Upon  weighing  the  circumst  ances  under  which  autumn  of  the  year  1789,  also  on  account  of  the 
the  British  army  was  placed  and  the  reinforcements  ^ j j ,,  j 

which  were  at  hand  and  would  soon  reach  the  Specification  o.  hour  thousand  dollars  and  up- 

l^rench,  general  Hope,  upon  whom  the  command  'vaj-ds,  being  received  by  one  La  Cassagna,  at  New 
now  devolved,  considered  that  it  would  be  impossi- 

ble  to  retain  his  position  long.  A succession  of  '''''  J authority,  of  him  the 

attacks  from  fresh  troops,  must  ultimately  over-  said  James  Wilkinson,  also  on  account  of  the  said 
whelm  the  British.  At  ten  o’clock  at  night  he  or-  j jh  u- 

dered  all  the  troops,  by  brigades,  to  move  from  the  Spem^catwn  il.  Six  thousand  dollars,  being  re- 

’ ~ ® — - ceived  by  one  Henry  Owens,  at  New  Orleans,  some 

time  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1794,  for  the  use 
and  by  the  authority  of  him  the  said  James  Wilkin- 
son, also  on  account  of  the  said  pension. 

Specification  5.  Six  thousand  dollars  and  up- 
wards, that  is  to  say,  from  six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty -three,  to  eleven  thousand  dollars, 
or  thereabout,  being  received  by  one  Joseph  Col- 
lins, at  New  Orleans,  some  time  in  the  summer  of 
the  year  1794,  for  the  use  and  by  the  authority,  of 
him  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  also  an  account  of 
the  .said  pension. 

Specifiratipn  6.  Six  thousand  %e  liundred  and 
ninety  dollars,  being  received  for  the  use,  and  by 
ihe  authonty,  of  him  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
at  New  Orleans,  by  some  person  unknown,  some 
ime  prior  to  the  date  of  a letter  from  the  sai-i  James 
Wilkinson  to  cue  John  Adair;  in  vduch  letter,  da- 


field  and  march  to  Corunna.  The  boats  were  all 
m readiness,  and  the  previous  measures  had  been 
so  well  concerted,  that  nearly  the  whole  army  was 
embarked  during  the  night.  The  piquets  were 
wdthdrawn  before  day-liglit,  and  immediately  car- 
ried on  board  the  ships,  so  that  nothing  remained 
on  shore  but  their  rear-guard.  The  French  had  no 
disposition  to  renew  the  engagement;  but  when  the 
morning  rose,  and  they  saw  that  the  British  were 
gone,  they  pushed  on  their  light  troops  to  St.  Lucia. 


‘^The  whole  of  this  order  is  so  beautiful,  says  the 
author  of  a “Cursory  view  of  the  late  odminisira- 
tion,”  that  it  deserves  to  be  retained  in  the  memon 
or  every  military  man.  Ir  not  only  teache.s  the  duty 
ot  a soldier,  but  inspire?;  a laudable  ambition  of  de- 
serving the  same  just  but  simple  praise. 
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ted  the  7th  of  August,  1795,  the  receipt  of  that 
gum  is  mentiomed,  also  oh  account  of  said  pension. 

Specification  7.  Nme  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  being  sent  by  the  baron  de  Carondelet, 
governor  general  of  Louisiana,  from  New-Orleaus, 
some  time  in  the  month  of  January,  1796,  and  by 
his  direction  deposited  at  New  Madrid  for  the  use, 
and  subject  to  the  order  of  him  the  s,aid  James  Wil- 
kinson; and  afterwards,  some  in  the  summer  of 
1796,  taken  by  one  Thomas  Power  from  New-Madr 
rid  to  Louisville,  and  b}'-  liim  delivered  over  to  one 
i^ii4p  Nolan,  by  the  direction  and  authority  and 
for  the  use  of  him  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  also  on 
account  of  the  said  pension;  he  the  said  Power, 
retaining  out  of  the  said  sum  of  money,  six  hundred 
and  forty  dollars,  for  defraying  his  expences,  and 
receiving  the  instructions  of  him  the  said  James 
W'ilkinson,  to  secure  for  him  the  reimbui‘semefit  of 
the  same  fi-om  the  Spanish  governmenh 

Specification^.  Ten  thousand  dollars,  or  there- 
about, being-  received  by  him  the  said  James  Wil 
kinson^  at  New,Qrleans,  some  time  between  the  7th 
of  Dec.  1803,  and  the  21st  of  April,  1804,  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  said  pension. 

Specificdfion  9.  He  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
(in  consideration  of  having  so  corruptly  engaged 
himself  with  the  Spanish  government)  receiving  at 
divers  other  places  yet  unknown,  and  on  divers 
other  days  and  times,  between  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
aiy,  in  llie  year  1789,  and  the  21st  of  April,  in  the 
year  1804,  by  divers  secret  ways  and  means,  a pen- 
sion, stipend  or  gratuity,  from  the  officers  and 
agents  of  that  government. 

Specification  10.  He  the  said  James  Wilkinson^ 
did,  some  time  in  tlie  month  of  October,  in  the  year 
1798,  at  the  camp  at  Lofms’  Heights,  in  a secret 
conference  there  with  one  Daniel  Clark,  set  up  a 
claim  to  ten  thousand  dollars  as  a balance  due  to 
him,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  from  the  Spanish 
government,  on  account  of  his  Said  pension  or  sti- 
pend, and  did  then  and  there  request  the  said  Dan- 
iel Clark,  to  propose  to  the  Spanish  governor  Gayo- 
soy  that  the  latter  should,  in  consideration  of  the 
said  balance  often  thousand  dollars,  due  to  the  said 
James  Wilkinson  from  the  Spanish  treasury,  trans- 
fer to  him,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  a plantation 
near  the  Natchez,  then  belonging  to  the  said  Gay- 
pso, 

CHARGE  H, 

Tltat  he,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  while  in  mi- 
litary service,  and  holding  the  commission  of  bri- 
gadier general  in  the  army  of  the  Unfed  States, 
did  combine  and  confederate  himself  with  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  of  a foreign  power;  that  is  to  sav, 
wiih  the  Spanish  officers  and  agents  concerned  ’in 
the  administration  of  the  late  provincial  govern- 
ment ^ of  Louisiana,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  and 
carrying  into  effect  certain  pernicious  and  treasona- 
ble projects  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  United 
3 tales,  . and  for  an  unlawful  and  treasonable  confed- 
eracy between  certain  dismembered  portions  of  the 
United  States  and  the  said  fbrci.gn  power;  and,  for 
that  purpose  and  intent,  did  hold  divers  secret  con- 
sultations, and  carry  on  secret  and  treasonable  cor- 
respondences wi.h  certain  officers,  agents  and  emis- 
saries of  Unit  power,  contrary  to  his  duty  and  alle- 
giance as  an  officer  and  a citizen. 

Specification  He,  the  said  Jam.es  Wilkhnson, 
in  pursuance,  and  in  execution  of  his  sajd  unlawful 
plot  and  confecler-icy,  did,  some  time  in  the  mon'hs 
of  October  and  November,  in  the  year  1795,  at  Cinr 
cimiati;  cany  on  a treasonable  correspondence  with 
the  Spanish  governors,  tlie  baron  de  Caronde- 
let and  don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Uem  touching- 


the  execution  of  the  said  unlawful  plot  and  confed- 
eracy, which  correspondence  was  earned  on  by 
means  of  a certain  emissaiy  employed  by  the  said 
governor  Gayoso,  named  Thomas  Powei-;  and  did 
at  the  same  time  direct  the  said  Thomas  Power  to 
lay  certain  observations  verbally  before  the  said  go- 
vernor Gayoso  and  the  bai-on  de  Carondelet,  calcu- 
lated to  arrange  and  settle  a plan  for  continuing  a 
secret  and  unlawful  correspondence  between  him, 
the  said  James  Wilkinson,  and  the  Spanish  officers 
and  agents  in  the  province  of  Louisiana;  and  for  sC" 
cretly  preparing  the  means  necessary  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  said  unlawful  plot  and  confederac}'. 

Specification  2.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,^ 
in  pursuance  of  his  said  unlawful  plot  and  confede- 
racy, and  in  continuation  of  his  said  unlawful  and 
treasonable  correspondence,  on  or  about  the  22d 
day  of  September,  in  the  yeai’  1796,  did  send  from 
Fort  Washington,  a certain  letter  m cypher,  ad- 
dressed to  the  said  governor  Gayoso,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  further  devising  ways  and  means  to  conceal, 
the  treasonable  correspondence  and  confederacy 
between  him,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  and  the 
Spanish  officers  and  agents  in  Louisiana,  and  fur- 
ther to  advise  and  devise  ways  and  means  to  exe- 
cute the  unlawful  objects  of  the  same. 

Specification  3.  He,  the  said  James  W^ilkinson,  iu 
pursuance  of  his  said  unlawful  plot  and  confedera- 
cy, and  in  continuation  of  his  said  unlawful  and 
treasonable  correspondence,  did  cause  and  procure 
his  confidential  agent,  Philip  Ni  Ian,  to  write  cer- 
tain instructions  to  the  said  emissary,  Thomas 
Power,  for  the  prudential  government  of  his,  the 
said  Thomas  Power’s  conduct,  in  p<?rforming  the 
part  assigned  in  the  said  plot  and  confederac)’,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  said  Thomas 
Power’s  proceedings  therein,  so  as  to  guai’d  him  a- 
gainst  detection  or  mistake. 

SpedficoMon  4.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
on  divers  days  and  times,  in  the  ybar  1795,  1796  and 
1797,  at  Frankfort,  at  Cincinnati,  at  Greenville,  at 
Detroit  and  at  Fort  Washington,  did  hold  divers 
secret  and  unlawful  conferences  and  calculations 
with  the  said  Spanish  emissary,  Thomas  Power, 
both  by  day  and  by  night,  for  tlie  purpose  of  advis- 
ing and  devising  the  means  of  executing  his  said 
unlawfiil  plot  and  confederacy. 

Specification  5.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
at  divers  other  days  and  times,  between  the  1st  day 
of  Januaiy,  1789,  and  the  21st  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  1804,  at  divers  places  in  the  United  States,  and 
at  NeiVrOrleans  and  divers  other  places  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  did,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
plot  and  confederacy,  and  in  further  continuation 
of  the  said  unlawful  correspondence,  hold  and  car- 
ry on  divers  other  secret,  unlawful  and  treasonable 
conferences,  correspondence  and  consultations  with 
the  said  Thomas  Power,  with  one  Giibcrto  Leo- 
nard, Andres  Armesty,  the  baron  de  Carondelet  and 
governor  Gayoso,  fill  officers  or  agents  of  the  provin- 
cial government  of  Louisiana,  and  wixh  divers  other 
confederates,  as  yet  unknown,  engaged  on  behalf 
of  the  said  government. 

CHARGE  ITT. 

That  he,  the  said  James  WTlkinson,  while  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  Uriiied  States,  by  virtue 
of  Ins  said  commission  of  brigadier-general,  did 
combine  and ' confederate  himself  v ithjkuown  trai- 
tors, or  with  those  knoum  to  be  copspiring  treason 
against  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  promote 
and  advance  the  consummation  of  such  treason,  or 
conspiracy  of  treason,  contrary  to  his  duty  and  al- 
kgiaucc  as  an  officer  and  a ci1»izen. 
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specification.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
combining  and  confederating  with  one  Aaron  Burr 
*nd  his  associates  and  coadjutors,  in  the  years  1805 
and  1806,  in  a certain  treasonable  conspiracy  to 
dismember  the  United  States,  by  airecting  a sepa- 
ration and  division  of  the  states  and>  territories  west 
of  tlie  Alleghany,  from  those  to  the  east,  and  to  set 
up  a separate  and  independent  empire  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  western  states  and  territories. 

CHARGE  IV. 

That  he,  the  said  James  "Wilkinson,  while  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of 
his  said  commission  of  brigadier  general,  and  being 
bound  by  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  by  his  fidelity 
as  a citizen,  to  do  all  that  in  him  lay,  to  discover 
and  frustrate  all  treasons  and  conspiracies  against 
the  United  States,  did,  nevertheless,  connive  at  and 
permit  conspiracies  of  treason,  and  did  encourage 
and  abet  tlie  same,  by  his  coumenance,  as  comman- 
der of  the  army. 

Specification.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  in 
the  years  1805  and  1806,  receiving  from  the  said 
Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates  confidential  commu- 
nications of  their  treasonable  designs,  and  permit- 
ting their  solicitations  of  his  active  co-operation 
in  their  treason,  without  his  making  any  timely 
discovery  of  their  pei-nicious  designs. 

CHARGE  V. 

That  he,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  while  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 
of  his  said  commission,  and  being  bound  by  the 
duties  of  his  office  to  do  all  that  in  him  lay  to  disco- 
ver and  to  frustrate  all  such  enormous  violations  of 
the  law  as  tended  to  endanger  the  peace  and  tran- 
quility of  the  United  States,  did,  nevertheless,  un- 
lawfully combine  and  consphe  to  set  on  foot  a mili- 
tary expedition  against  the  territories  of  a nation 
then  at  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Specification.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  in 
the  years  1805  and  1806,  combining  and  conspiring 
with  Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates,  to  set  on  foot  a 
military^  expedition  against  tlie  Spanish  provinces 
and  territories  in  America. 

CHARGE  VI. 

Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification.  In  that  the  said  brigadier  general 
James  Wilkinson,  being  then  in  command  of  the 
troops  assernbled  at  New  Orleans,  was,  by  written 
orders  and  instructions  from  the  war  department, 
dated  April  30,  1809,  required  and  directed  to  give 
the  necessary  orders,  for  the  immediate  removal  of 
said  troops  to  the  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort 
Adams,  and  to  the  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Nat- 
chez, in  the  Mississippi  territory,  referring  to  his 
discretion  to  occupy  those  stations  respectively  with 
such  portion  of  troops  as  he  should  judge  most  con- 
venient and  proper;  which  order  and  instructions 
the  said  general  Wilkinson  wholly  ne.glected  and 
refused  to  obe}'-,  and  did,  there-afterwards,  in  the 
month  of  June  following,  cause  said  troops  to  be 
removed  in  a contrary  direction  to  a station  called 
Terre  au  Boeuf,  below  New-Orleans,  at  wliich  sta- 
tion he  formed  an  encampment  and  remained  until 
tlie  month  of  September  following, 

CHARGE  VH. 

Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification  1.  In  that  the  said  general  Wilkin- 
son permitted  bad  and  unwholesome  provisions  to 
be  issued  to,  and  consumed  by  the  troops  under  his 
command,  during  tlie  summer  and  autumn  of  1809,  | 
and  did  not  exercise  the  right  of  a commanding  offi-  j 
cer,  in  I aspect  to  tlie  execution  of  the  contract  mao  - i 
by  James  Morrison  with  the  war  depru'tment,  for’ 


supplying  provisions,  as  provided  in  Uie  2d,  4th  and 
5th  articles  of  said  contract. 

Specification  2.  In  not  selecting  previons  to  the 
removal  of  the  troops  to  th.e  Mississippi  territory, 
in  September,  1809,  and  in  not  leaving  at  the  hos- 
pital  in  New-Orleans  under  the  care  of  proper  offi. 
cers  and  physicians,  such  of  the  sick  and  convale- 
scent as  could  not  be  removed  widiout  manifest  and 
increased  danger  of  their  lives,  and  in  so  distribut- 
ing the  men  in  the  transports,  vdien  removing,  as 
to  incommode  and  endanger  both  the  sick  and  well, 
thereby  disregarding  and  defeating  tlie  primaiy 
object  of  the  order  for  removal. 

Specification  3.  In  not  ordering  the  military  agent 
at  New-Orleans,  to  make  the  necessary  advances  of 
money  to  the  brigade  and  regimental  quiu-ler-mas- 
ters,  and  in  not  giving  orders  for  tlie  troops  to  re- 
ceive their  pay,  clothing,  medicine  and  hospital 
stores,  which  were  in  readiness  for  them  in  Nev/- 
Orleans,  at  the  time  of  their  ascending  the  river  in 
September,  1809. 

CHARGE  VII. 

Misapplication  and  waste  of  public  money  and 
supplies. 

Specification  1.  In  that  the  said  general  Wilkiri- 
son,  in  May  1805,  ordered  the  assistant  military 
agent  at  Pittsburgli  to  pay  for  tlie  transportation 
of  his  private  property  from  Baltimore,  out  of  the 
public  money  “and  place  the  same  to  the  .•'ccouiit  of 
public  transportation  for  military  service.” 

Specification  2.  In  halting  a detachment  of  the 
army  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  February,  1809, 
consisting  of  several  companies,  which  detacliment 
was  descending  the  Ohio  in  transports,  and  in  then 
and  there  detaining  said  detachment  to  take,  on 
board  ten  horses,  the  private  property  of  said  gene- 
ral Wilkinson,  which  horses  were  transported  in 
public  boats  to  New  Orleans  by  his  order,  and  were 
fed  at  public  expense  for  several  months. 

Specification  3.  In  authorising  certificates  to  be 
annexed  to  the  provision  abstracts  of  the  army  con- 
tractor, to  enable  the  contractor  to  receive  from 
government  the  full  price  of  good  and  wholesome 
provisions,  when  it  was  well  known  to  the  said 
general  Wilkinson  that  a great  portion  of  the  pro- 
visions comprised  in  those  abstracts,  so  passed  in 
the  summer  and  autumn  of  1809,  were  unmerchant- 
able and  unfit  for  use. 

To  which  charges  and  specifications  general 
Wilkinson  pleaded  Quilty^* 

Wednesday,  Dec.  25th  1811. — The  court  being 
cleared,  proceeded  to  form  and  deliver  its  definitive 
sentence  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  first  charge,  and  the  ten  specifications 
attached  to  that  chai’ge,  (after  hearing’  all  the  evi- 
dence botli  for  and  agahist  the  accused,  and  due 
deliberation  being  had  thereon)  the  court  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  they  are  not  supported,  and  therefore 
acquits  briga^iier  genei-al  Wilkinson  of  all  and  each 
of  them. 

It  is  duo  to  the  natiu'e  and  magnitude  of  this  trial 
to  stale,  the  testimony  reduced  in  support  of  the 
two  first  chai-ges,  and  tl)eir  several  specifications, 
appears  to  be  well  calculated  to  warrant  the  suspi- 
cions which  have  long  prevailed,  of  a corrupt  con- 
nexion between  said  WiikiTtson  and  the  late  Span- 
ish provincial  f^'ivevnment  of  Louisiana,  and  fully 
to  justify  a legal  iiiquay  into  the  .^rounds  of  theny 
The  court,  to  the  Ijcst  of  its  ability,  has  piusued 
this  enquiry — which  has  been 'the  most  laborious 
ar.d  pci-plexing,  from  tlie  agreement  of  the  govern- 
mer.f.  and  accused,  to  admit,  on  all  ibe  charges  and 
speciiic..iions,  without  discrimination,  the  docu- 
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mental  testimony,  collected  and  reported  to  tlie 
house  of  representatives  by  several  committees  of 
that  body,  as  also  part  of  the  testimony  given  on  the 
trial  of  Aaron  Burr:  much  of  which  is  unessential 
as  to  matter,  and  incorrect  as  to  form,  and  inadmis- 
sible injudicial  proceedings  on  any  other  principle 
tlian  that  above  stated. 

Hence  the  admission  of  testimony  in  support  of 
the  two  first  specifications  to  the  first  charge, 
though  it  is  witMn  tlie  knowledge  of  some  of  tJie 
court,  that,  in  1789,  (the  time  when  it  is  alledged 
the  accused  received  of  the  agents  of  Spain  large 
sums  of  money  on  account  of  a pension  or  stipend) 
said  Wilkinson  did  not  hold  a commission  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  is  not 
amenable  to  a military  tribunal'  for  those  alledged 
offences;  nor  do  the  records  ^f  this  court  exhibit 
any  evidence  in  support  of  them. 

In  support  of  the  other  eight  specifications  to  the 
first  charge,  the  evidence  arising  from  said  docu- 
mental testimony  is  mostly  relied'  on;  part  of  which 
has  been  confirmed,  under  oath  in  open  court,  by 
one  of  the  original  deponents.  Unquestionable  evi- 
dence appears  on  the  records  of  this  court,  exliibit- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  that  general  AVilkin- 
son,  in  the  month  of  August,  1788,  obtained  of  the 
Spanish  provincial  government  of  Louisiana,  the 
privilege  of  carrying  the  products  of  Kentucky  to 
the  New-Orleans  market;  that  the  said  products, 
thus  carried  or  forwarded  by  him  prior  to  the  year 
^790,  sts  appears  by  the  several  accounts  current, 
sold  in  said  market  for  more  than  eighty  thousand 
dollars-r-a  sum  of  greater  magnitude  than  is  alledg- 
ed, in  the  specifications  to  the  first  charge^  to  have 
been  received  by  said  Wilkinson  on  account  of  his 
pension  or  stipend;  that  during  the  year  1790,  the 
shipments  of  said  Wilkinson,  to  a very  considera- 
ble amount,  appear  to  have  been  sold,  by  particu- 
lar agreement,  to  governor  Miro,  who  purchased 
them  on  account  of  the  king  of  Spam — the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  were  subsequently  remitted  to  said 
Wilkinson  at  various;  times,  and  by  means  of  vari- 
ous persons,  and  therefore  a strong  presumption  re- 
sults from  the  evidei\ce,  that  the  several  sums  em- 
braced by  the  several  specifications  to  the  first 
charge,  (alledged  to  have  been  received  by  said 
Wilkinson,  on  account  of  his  Spanish  pension  or 
stipend)  were  part  of  the  avails  due  to  said  Wilkin- 
son on  account  of  the  several  shipments  made  by 
him  during  the  period  of  his  commercial  transac- 
tions at  New-Orleans. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  grounded  on  proofs, 
both  direct  and  collateral;  from  the  vvhole  of  which 
a Violent  presump. ion  arises,  that  the  connexion, 
formerly  subsisting  between  general  Wilkinson  and 
the  late  Spanish  provincial  government  of  Louisia- 
na, was  exclusively  of  a commercial  nature,  which 
was  maintained  on  the  part  of  said  Wilkinson,  by 
such  means  as  his  policy  and  interest  suggested  to 
ensure  success,  though  tending  to  excite  jealousies 
dnd  unfavorable  suspicions  of  his  views;  that  said 
Wilkinson  made  no  sh.pnients,  subsequent  to  the 
year  1790,  and  that  the  .avails  of  said  shipments 
were  occasionally  remitted  to  him  till  the  year 
1796,  when  the  account  between  general  Wilkinson 
and  governor  Miro  was  firTally  closed,  and  bidanced 
by  their  I'espective  agents — af  er  v^hieh  there  is  no 
evidence  of  the  receipt  of  money  by  him  from  said 
Spanish  provincial  government,  or  any  of  its  agents, 
except  in  one  instance,  by  his  own  voluntary  con- 
fession, and  that  on  account  of  former  mercantile 
-contracts. 

On  the  second  charge,  and  the  five  specifications 


aUached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all  evidence,, 
both  for  and  against  the  accused,  snd  due  delibera- 
tion being  had  thereon)  tlie  com-t  is  of  opinion,  tliat 
said  charge  and  specifications  are  not  supported, 
and  therefore  astquits  brigadier-general  James  Wil- 
kinson of  all  and  each  of  them. 

The  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  said  chai'ge 
and  specifications,  appears  in  a great  measure,  to 
grow  out  of  the  private  correspondence  of  general 
Wilkinson  with  the  Spanish  officers  and  agents,  tlie 
statement  of  one  witness,  and  the  oral  testimony, 
deposidon  and  narrative  of  another. 

It  appears  evident  to  the  court,  that,  in  1795,  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  was  due  to  general 
Wilkinson  from  the  Spanish  government  at  New- 
Orleans,  on  accouunt  of  his  commercial  transac- 
tions. This  circumstance  is  deemed  sufficient  to 
account  for  such  parts  of  said  correspondence  as 
has  been  proved,  which  was  apparently  intended  to 
preserve  the  friendship  of  the  officers  and  agents  of 
thfe  Spanish  power;  to  magnify  the  importance  of 
general  Wilkinson  in  their  view;  to  secure  his  pro- 
perty then  under  their  control  at  New-Orleans;  and 
to  facilitate  its  remitlance  from  that  place. 

There  is  no  proof  before  the  court,  that  the  letter 
said  to  be  in  cjqiher,  bearing  date  the  22d  ol  Sep- 
tember, 1796,  was  actually  written  by  general 
Wilkinson,  and  forwarded  by  him  to  governor 
Gayoso,  as  said  letter,  imports:  On  the  contrary, 
the  only  witness  who  has  tesdfied  on  this  point, 
does  not  pretend  to  the  least  knowledge  of  the  fact; 
and  all  he  pretends  to  know  is,  that  said  letter  was 
put  into  his  hands  by  said  Gayoso,  who  certified  it 
to  be  a decyphered  copy  of  one  written  by  general 
Wilkinson,  addressed  to  himself. 

Strong  doubts  are  entertained  by  the  court,  whe- 
ther general  Wilkinson  ever  directed  the  emissary, 
meptioned  in  said  specifications,  to  lay  before  the 
baron  de  Carondelet  and  governor  Gayoso,  the  ver- 
bal observations  alluded  to  in  the  first  specification;, 
because  the  court  has  no  other  proof  than  the  tes- 
timony of  said  emissary,  whose  general  cliaracter, 
as  to  truth  -and  veracity,  has  been  impeached  by 
several  creditable  witnesses,  and  whose  conduct 
before  the  court,  while  under  the  obligations  of  an 
oath,  was  such  as  to  render  his  allegations  suspi- 
j eious — because  his  testimony,  in  general,  appears 
to  have  been  given  under  tlie  dominion  of  strong 
prejudices,  if  not  malice — because;  the  testimony 
of  said  emissary,  so  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  the 
points  in  issue,  is  contrary  to  the  most  solemn  as- 
surances, both  written  and-verbal,  previously  made,^ 
and  uttered  by  liim  to  various  persohs,  evpn  so' 
recent  as  1807: — and  because  said  testimony  ap- 
pears to- have  been  voluntarily  offered,  after  a lapse 
of  many  years;  which  in  any  case  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted  with  some  camion,  and  much  more  so,  from 
the  character  of  the  witness  and  emissary  in  ques- 
tion. ■ ' 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  tlie  instructions  to 
said  emissary,  alledged  to  be  in  tlie  hand  writing  of 
Philip  Nolan  (if  any  such  Were  ever  authorised  by 
general  WTikinson)  were  mostly  intended  to  accom- 
plish an  object  by  no  means  criminal,  which  grew 
out  of  the  dispute  at  that  time  unfortunately  sub- 
sisting between  him  and  the  late  gen.  W ayne. 

The  records  of  this  court  will  siieiv  that  the  wit- 
ness first  alluded  to,  by  two  letters  addressed  to  said 
emissary  just  before  he  exhibited  his  statement  un- 
der oath,  in  Januaiy,  1808,  and  in  contemplation  of 
that  statement,  raanifeaied  such- a decided  hostility 
to  said  Wilkinson,  as  apparently  to  meditate  his 
ruin  without  regal'd  to  the  nieaiis.  The  mo- 
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tires  of  that  statement,  as  fully  explained  in  said 
letters,  are  sufficient  to  shake  his  credibility  as  an 
impartial  witness;  and  considering-  that  his  charac- 
ter as  to  truth  and  veracity  is  likewise  impeached, 
the  statement  just  mentioned,  which  is  in  evidence 
before  the  court,  cannot  be  received  as  veracious, 
especially  as  it  is  not  supported  by  proofs  of  a more 
credible  nature.  This  statement,  likewise,  appears 
in  some  measure  repu^ant  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  same  witness,  as  expressed  nearly  ten  years 
before  in  a memoir,  on  the  trade  of  Louisiana,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  state. 

If,  in  1795  and  1796,  tiie  said  emissary,  as  is  al 
ledg-ed  by  him,  visited  said  Wilkinson  with  the  view 
of  promoting-  a separation  of  the  union;  and  if,  as 
he  intimates,  said  Wilkinson  disclosed  to  him  the 
whole  scheme  or  project  of  dismemberment,  it  does 
not  appear  to  the  court  that  said  Wilkinson  took 
any  measure  to  aid  .such  separation;  on  the  con- 
trary, a strong-  presumption  exists,  that  if  he  appa- 
rently listened  to  propositions  of  this  nature,  it  was 
to  advance  his  pecuniary  interest,  and  not  to  injure 
that  of  his  coimtry. 

The  court  cannot  perceive  any  tiring-  in  the  mis 
sion  of  said  emissary  in  1797,  to  implicate  general 
Wilkinson.  This  mission  appears  to  have  been 
undertaken  with  a view  to  two  objects — First,, the 
dismemberment  of  the  western  country  from  the 
Atlantic  states — and,  second,  the  delivery  to  general 
Wilkinson  of  an  official  dispatch  from  the  baron 
de  Carondelet,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  posts 
to  the  north  of  the  31st  degree,  contrary  to  the  trea- 
ty previously  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  If  said  emissary  disclosed  to  general 
Wilkinson  the  first  object  of  his  mission,  it  does 
not  appear,  even  by  his  own  testimony,  that  he 
favoured  it;  on  the  contrary,  said  emissary  W'as  re- 
ceived cooly,  and  confined  to  the  quarters  of  the 
officers:  the  delivery  of  the  posts,  according  to 
treaty,  was  urged  by  said  Wilkinson  in  conversa 
tion  with  him;  and  it  likewise  appears  that  he  seni 
said  emissary  under  guard  to  Louisiana,  and  at  the 
same  time  instructed  the  officers  commanding  at 
Fort  Massac,  not  to  permit  said  emissary  to  return 
up  the  Ohio  again,  but  to  send  him  back  in  case 
he  made  tlie  attempt.  On  the  second  object,  gene- 
ral Wilkinson  in  his  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  baron 
de  Carondelet,  urged  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty, 
and  endeavored  to  remove  all  apprehension  of  Lou- 
isiana by  tile  English  of  Canada. 

It  appears  sufficiently  evident  to  the  court,  that 
general  Wilkinson,  during  the  time  he  had  proper- 
XV  in  New  Orleans,  held  the  Language  of  concilia- 
tion, if  not  that  of  a temporising  policy,  w’ith  the 
officers  and  agents  of  the  Spanish  government:  and 
his  views  appeal-  to  have  been  directed  to  the  secui-ity 
of  that  property,  and  by  no  means  against  the  tranqui- 
lity of  these  states.  But  subsequent  to  1796,  at  which 
ti-me  it  is  believed  he  had  drawn  most  of  his  proper- 
ty from  New  Orleans,  and  provision  was  made  for 
the  free  navigation  of  the,  Mississippi,  he  seems  to 
have  changed  his  language.  If  said  emissary  is  to 
be  credited,  general  Wilkinson  declared  to  him  in 
September  1797,  that  he  had  relinquished  ail  intea-- 
course^  with  the  Spanish  government;  and  at  the 
same  time  intimated  his  determination  to  oppose  its 
projects.  It  must  be  remembered  that  general  Wil- 
kinson was  at  that  time  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
and  xhat,  \yhiie  that  station  opened  new  and  safe 
channels^ol  communication  with  the  officers  and 
agen  s of  Spam,  and  nmltiplied  the  m.ea;is  of  dis- 
memberment, nc  appears  to  have  disregarded  them, 
and  at  the  moment,  too,  when  he  had  it  in  his  powcr 


to  favor  their  designs  with  effect.  It  is  pertinent  to 
remark,  tliat  if  attempts  were  made  to  corrupt  the 
patriotism  and  integrity  of  general  Wilkinson,  tlie 
records  of  this  court  exhibit  no  one  act  of  his  mili- 
tai-y  life,  which  can,  by  the  most  constrained  con- 
struction, be  considered  as  the  effect  of  such  cor- 
ruption. If  general  Wilkinson  actually  formed  a 
corrupt  connection  with  the  Spanish  government, 
the  repeated  applications  made  by  him  many  years 
ago  for  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  appear  rather 
inexplicable — especially  as  many  of  the  witnesses 
of  his  guilt,  if  he  was  guilty,  then  lived  to  testify 
on  the  subject. 

After  a full  hearing  of  the  e-vidence,  both  for  and 
against  the  accused,  on  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
charges,  and  after  the  most  mature  deliberation 
thereon,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  they  are  not 
supported,  and  therefore  acquits  brigadier -general 
James  Wilkinson  of  the  said  charges  and  their  res- 
pective specifications. 

The  impressions  naturally  made  on  the  minds  of 
the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  by  the  events 
which  gave  rise  to  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  charg- 
es, justify  a few  explanatory  remarks. 

General  Wilkinson  is  said  to  have  conspired  with 
knotvn  traitors^  and  on  this  notoriety  all  the  legal 
force  of  these  charges  depend.  In  the  eye  of  the 
law,  as  well  as  of  reason  and  humanity,  every  man 
is  presumed  to  be  innocent  till  proved  to  be  guilty; 
consequently  there  can  be  no  kno'wn  traitor^  unless 
the  proof  be  established  by  the  record  of  his  con- 
viction; and  it  is  not  within  the  knowledge  of  this 
court  that  any  known  traitor  did  exist  in  the  space 
of  time  designated  by  these  charges;  no  man,  as  it 
appeai-s,  having  been  convicted  of  treason. 

As  the  accused  has  taken  no  exception  to  defects 
of  matter  or  form,  and  as  a full  investigation  is  de- 
sirable on  all  sides,  the  difficulty  which  thus  ap- 
pears at  the  threshold  of  the  inquiry,  will  be  past 
over. 

The  period  of  time  embraced  by  these  three 
charges,  is  between  the  commencement  of  March, 
1805,  and  the  end  of  October,  1806. 

Among  the  last  acts  of  that  session,  which  ter- 
minated the  vice  presidency  of  Aaron  Burr,  will 
he  found  an  act  erecting  the  territory  of  Upper 
Louisiana  into  a government,  and,  soon  after  the 
close  of  that  session,  general  Wilkinson  was  ap- 
pointed its  chief  magistrate. 

It  is  in  evidence  before  this  court,  that  the  gene- 
ral engaged  with  great  zeal  in  a scheme  to  cause 
Aaron  Burr  to  be  elected  a member  of  congress  for 
the  state  of  Tennessee;  and  after  the  fail-are  of  that 
scheme,  he  gave  him  warm  introductions  to  influen- 
tial characters  at  New  Orleans.  It  also  appears  in 
evidence,  that  one  speculation  was  contemplated 
for  cutting  a canal  round  the  fails  of  the  Ohio,  on 
tlie  Indiana  side;  another  for  opening  a commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  territorie.s  of  Spain  and 
Upper  Louisiana  and  in  all  these  schemes  it  is  self- 
evident,  that  their  ultimate  success  v/as  essentially 
connected  with  tlie  integrity  and  tranquility  of  the 
union,  as  well  as  the  prospect  - of  permanency  in 
the  general’s  newly  acquired  civil  and  important 
station;  for  a public  commotion  would  have  inevi- 
tably destroyed  them  all. 

It  im-ther  appears  in  evidence  before  this  court, 
that  after  the  failure  of  previous  attempts  to  gain  a 
seat  in  congress  for  Mr.  Burr,  g-enerai  Wilkinson 
endeavored  to  engage  the  governor  of  Indiana,  in  a 
plan  to  cause  him  to  be  elected  a delegate  for  that 
territory:  and  the  manner  of  doing  this  implies  an 
apprehension  that  Mr.  Bun-  would  do  some  despe- 


‘1/74 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER— GENE Rx\L  WILKINSON. 


rate  act  if  he  failed.  The  expressions  are,  ‘T  will 
demand  from  your  friendship  a boon,  in  its  influ- 
ence and  effects  co-extensive  with  the  union;  a 
boon  perhaps  on  which  that  union  may  much  de- 
pend.” 

It  is  in  evidence  before  this  court,  that  in  the 
month  of  October,  1805,  subsequent  to  this  last 
and  ineffectual  effort  to  serve  colonel  Burr,  but 
twelve  months  before  any  discovery  was  made  by 
any  other  person,  general  Wilkinson  communica- 
ted to  one  of  the  heads  of  department,  his  suspicions 
that  Mr.  Burr  ‘‘was  about  something,  whether  in- 
ternal or  external  he  could  not  discover,  but  he 
thought  he  ought  to  keep  an  eye  upon  him.^’ — 
These  facts  seem  to  be  irreconcileable  with  any 
views  hostile  to  the  peace,  order  and  integrity,  of 
these  United  States. 

Respecting  the  fifth  charge  it  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  general  'Wilkinson  was  by  the  order 
of  government,  at  the  head  of  an  avowed  expedi- 
tion against  the  Spaniards,  at  the  very  time  he  is 
thus  charged  with  being  concerned  in  a secret  and 
criminal  one;  and  is  self-evident  that  he  had  it 
in  his  power,  by  a single  skirmish  only  to  have  car- 
ried such  a scheme  into  the  most  complete  effect. 
With  the  aid  of  the  public  force  under  hi!i,  command, 
and  with  the  probability  of  receiving  the  fruition  of 
all  his  views  in  case  of  success;  with  a certainty 
also,  of  suffering  neither  loss  nor  blame,  in  case  of 
failure.  But  it  is  in  evidence  before  this  court  that 
from  the  time  of  his  leaving  St.  Louis  to  the  con- 
cluding convention  neai’  the  Sabine,  gen,  Wilkin- 
son -was  zealously  and  incessantly  employed  in  ef- 
fecting an  honorable  peace;  and  particularly  so 
after  the  criminal  views  of  Aaron  Burr  were  dis- 
covered by  him  at  Nachitoches;  it  is  besides  a 
contradiction  in  terms  to  say  that  general  Wilkin- 
son favored  those  views,  when  it  is  avowedly  owing 
to  him,  that  they  were  discomfitted. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  sixth  charge 
and  its  specification,  both  for  and  against  the  ac- 
cused, the  court  is  of  opinion,  that  the  written  or- 
ders and  instructions  from  tli6  war  department, 
bearing  date  April  30th,  1809,  relative  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  troops  from  New  Orleans,  to  the  high 
grounds  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams  and  Natchez,, 
were  sufficiently  explicit  and  imperative  to  have  au- 


On  the  eighth  charge,  and  its  three  specifications 
(after  hearing  all  the  evidence,  both  for  and  against 
the  accused,  and  due  deliberation  being  had  there- 
on) the  court  is  of  opinion,  that  brigadier  general’ 
James  Wilkinson  is  not  guilty  of  said  charge,  nor 
any  of  its  specifications,  and  tlierefore  acquits  him 
of  all  and  each  of  them. 

The  court  deems  it  necessary  to  offer  a few  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  tlie  above  decision,  especi- 
ally as  it  regards  the  two  first  specifications  to  the 
eightli  charge. 

The  transportation  of  the  baggageof  gen.  Wil- 
kinson by  the  public,  appears  not  to  be  prohibited 
by  the  “act  fixing  the  nfilitary  peace  establishment 
of  the  United  States,”  nor  by  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war.  It  is,  therefore,  pre.sumed  that  his  claim 
to  transportation  is  as  equitable  as  that  of  other  offi- 
cers; and  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  ordp  for 
the  payment  of  transportation,  as  mentioned  in  the 
first  specification,  cannot  be  considei*ed  by  the  court 
as  a military  crime — more  especially  as  the  sum 
paid  by  the  assistant  military  agent  at  Pittsburg, 
appeal’s  to  have  been  debited  to  general  Wilkmson 
as  long  ago  as  1805,  oil  the  books  of  the  accountant 
of  the  department  of  war. 

The  court  cannot  perceive  that  the  public  sus- 
tained any  injury  from  the  short  halt  of  the  detach- 
ment on  the  Ohio,  to  take  on  board  the  horses  of 
general  Wilkinson;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
public  sustained  any  injury  from  the  transportation 
of  said  horses,  in  public  boa.ts  to  New.  Orleans. 

It  does  not  appear,  in  evidence,  that  general  Wil- 
kinson directed  said  horses,  on  their  passage  down 
the  river,  to  be  fed  at  the  public  expense;  but  it 
does  appear  in  evidence,  that  general  Wilkinson 
saved  a quantity  of  public  corn,  which  was  sunk  in 
the  Mississippi,  on  board  of  a public  boat,  in  front 
of  his  quarters  at  New  Orleans;  out  of  which, 
after  he  caused  it  to  be  removed  on  shore  and  dried, 
he  detained  two  hundred  and  three  flour  barrels  full 
of  said  corn  in  the  ear — and  for  which  quantity  he 
afterwards  sent  his  receipt  to  colpnel  Russel,  under 
whose  charge  said  corn  was  transported  fi’om  the 
Ohio  to  New  Orleans,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by 
reference  to  the  testimony.  The  court  is  tlierefor^ 
of  opinion,  that  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
jease,  the  taking  of  said  corn  in  the  manner  above 
thorised  an  expectation  of  a prompt  obedience,  had ! stated,  does  not  constitute  a military  offence,  espe- 


they  reached  New  Orleans  prior  to  the  removal  of 
tlie  troops  from  that  place  to  Terre  au  Boevf;  but 
as  there  is  no  evidence  that  said  orders  and  instruc- 
tions arrived  at  New  Orleans,  antecedent  to  the 


daily  as  it  appears  not  to  have  been  claimed  or  re- 
gularly drawn  on  account  of  forage. 

On  the  whole,  the  court  thinks  it  proper  to  de- 
clare, that  from  a comparison  of  all  the  testimony. 


X4th  of  June,  1809,  which  was  subsequent  to  said! general  Wilkinson  appears  to  have  performed  his 
removal,  the  court,  acquits  brigadier  general  James  various  and  complicated  duties  with  zeal  and  fideli- 
Wilkinson  of  the  said  sixth  charge,  and  of  the  spe-  ty,  and  merits  the  approbation  of  his  country. 


cifications  attached  to  the  same. 

After  a full  examination  of  the  evidence,  both  for 
and  against  the  accused,  on  the  seventh  charg-e,  and 
after  the  most  mature  deliberation  thereon,  the 
court  finds  the  accused  not  guilty  of  the  said  charge, 
nor  of  any  of  its  three  specifications,  and  does  ac- 
cordingly acquit  him  of  all  and  each  of  them. 

On  considering  the  great  mass  of  testimony  umich 
has  been  produced  to  this  court  relative  to  this 
charge,  there  appears  a decisive  preponderance  in 
favor  of  the  attention,  activity  and  humane  exer- 
tions of  brigadier  general  Wilkinson;  and  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  troops  consisted  mostly  of 
new  levies;  that  the  climate  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  to  a very  great  extent,  is  at  best 
insalubrious;  and  that  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1809,  were  unusually  sickly;  the  court  is  of  opinion 
that  the  misfortunes  alluded  to  in  the  second  speci 
fication  are  amply  accounted  for. 


P.  GANSEVOORT,  Brig.  Gen. 

President. 

WALTER  JONES,  ,Tn. 
OJficiating  as  Judge  Jidvucate. 
The  court  then  adjourned,  sine  die. 


(Signed) 

Test, 

(Signed) 


I have  examined  .and  considered  the  foregoing 
proceedings  of  the  general  court  martial,  held  at 
Fredericktown,  for  the  tri;J  of  brigadier  general 
James  Wilkinson— and  although  I have  observed 
in  those  proceedings,  with  regret,  that  there  are  in- 
stances m the  conduct  of  the  court,  as  well  as  of 
the  officer  on  trial,  which  are  evidently  objectiona- 
ble, his  acquittal  of  the  several  chai’ges,  exhibited 
ag'ainst  him,  'is  approved,  and  his  s\yord  is  accord- 
ingly ordered  to  be.  restored. 

(Signed)  JA.MES  MADISON. 

Febimar^,  l^thy  1812. 
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The  general  court  martial,  of  wliich  brigadier 
general  P.  Gaiisevoort  is  president,  is  hereby  dis- 
solved. 

Bif.  command  o f the  Secretary  of  War, 

A.  Y.  NICOLL,  Adjutant  and Bispecior, 


Imperial  Parliament. 

House  of  Loans,  Tuesday,  Jan.  7. 
Soon  after  3 o’clock,  this  day,  a considerable 
number  of  peers  attended  in  their  places,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent’s 
proclamation  for  the  assembling  of  parliament  for 
the  dispatch  of  business.  The  lord  chancellor,  his 
grace  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Marquis 
Wellesley,  the  earls  of  AVestmoreland  and  Cam- 
den being  attired  in  their  robes  of  state,  took  their 
seats  on  the  bench,  in  front  of  the  throne,  as  his 
royal  highness’  commissioners.  Mr.  Quarme,  act- 
ing usher  of  the  black  rod,  was  then  dispatched  to 
order  the  attendance  of  the  commons,  who  forth- 
with appeared  at  the  bar,  to  a considerable  number, 
with  their  speaker  at  their  head. 

The  lord  chancellor,  then,  as  organ  of  the  com- 
missionei-s,  delivered  the  following  speech  on  the 
part  of  his  I’oyal  highness,  the  prince  regent: 

“Jhfy  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — We  are  commanded 
by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  to  express 
to  you  the  deejj  sorrow  whicli  he  feels  in  announc- 
ingto  you  the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s  lament- 
6(1  indispositioin,  and  tlie  unhappy  disappointment 
of  those  hopes  of  his  majesty’s  early  recovery,  which 
had  been  cherished  by  the  dutjful  affection  of  his 
family  and  the  loj^al  attachment  of  his  people. 

“The  prince  regent  has  directfed  copies  of  the 
last  reports  of  her  majesty  the  queen’s  council  to 
be  laid  before  you,  and  Ire  is  satisfied  that  you  will 
adopt  sucli  measures  as  the  present  melancholy  exi- 
gency may  appear  to  require- 

‘Tn  securing  a suitable  and  ample  provision  for 
the  support  of  his  majesty’s  royal  dignity,  and  for 
tlie  attendance  upon  his  majesty’s  sacred  person, 
during  his  illness,  the  prince  regent  rests  assured, 
that  you  wull  also  bear  in  mind  the  indispensable 
duty  of  continuing  to  preserve  for  his  majesty  the 
facility  of  resuming  the  personal  exercise  of  his 
royal  authority,  in  the  happy  event  of  his  recoverv, 
so  earnestly  desired  by  tlie  wishes  and  the  prayers 
of  his  family  and  his  subjects, 

“The  prince  regent  directs  us  to  signify  to  you, 
the  satisfaction  with  which  his  royal  highness  has 
observed  that  the  measures  wliich  ’have  been  pursu- 
ed for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal,  have  proved  completely  effectual,  and 
that  on  the  Several  occasions  in  which  the  British 
or  Portuguese  troops  had  been  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  tlie  reputation  already  acquired  by  tliem  has 
been  fully  maintained. 

“The  successful  and  brilliant  enterprise  which 
terminated  in  the  surprise  in  Spanish  Estremadura, 
of  a French  corps  by  a detachment  of  the  allied  ar- 
my, under  lieut.  gen.  Hill,  is  highly  creditable  to 
that  distinguished  officer,  and  to  tiie  troops  under 
his  command,  and  has  contributed  materially  ro  ob- 
struct the  designs  of  the  enemy  in  that  part  of  tlie 
peninsula. 

“Tiie  prince  regent  is  assured,  that  while  you  re- 
flect wdth  pride  and  satisfaction  on  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty’s  troops,  and  of  the  allies,  in  these  va- 
rious and  important  services,  vou  wdll  render  iu.stice 
to  the  consummate  judgment  and  skill  displaVcd  by 
general  lord  viscount  Wcllin.giou,  in  the  direction 
of  the  campaign.  In  Spain  the  spirit  of  the  people 


I remains  unsubdued;  and  the  system  of  w’arfare  so 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  actual  condition  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  has  recently  extended  and  improved 
under  the  advantages  which  result  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  allied  armies  on  the  frontier  and  from 
the  countenance  axd  assistance  of  his  majesty’s 
navy  on  the  coast.  Although  the  great  exertions  of 
the  enemy  have  in  some  quarters  been  attended 
witli  success,  his  royal  highness  is  persuaded  that 
you  wdl  admire  the  perseverance  and  gallantry 
manifested  by  the  Spanish  armies.  Even  in  those 
provinces  principally  occupied  by  the  French  forces, 
new  energy  has  arisen  among  the  people;  and  the 
increase  of  difficulty  and  danger  has  produced  more 
connected  efforts  of  general  resistance. 

The  prince  regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  his  majesty,  commands  us  to  express  his 
confident  hope  that  you  will  enable  him  to  continue 
to  afford  the  most  effectual  aid  and  assistance  in  the 
support  of  the  contest,  which  the  brave  nation  of 
the  peninsula  still  maintain,  with  such  unabated 
zeal  and  resolution. 

His  royal  highness  commands  us  to  express  his 
congratulations  on  the  success  of  the  British  arms 
in  the  island  of  Java. 

The  prince  regent  trusts  that  you  will  concur 
with  his  ro}'^al  highness  in  approving  the  wisdom 
and  ability  with  wliich  this  enterprise,  as  well  as 
the  islands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  has  been  con- 
ducted under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  govern- 
or-general of  India;  and  that  }'ou  wull  applaud  the 
decision,  gallantry  and  spirit  conspicuously  dis- 
played in  the  late  operations  of  the  brave  army  un- 
der the  command  of  that  distinguished  officer,  lieu- 
tenant  general  sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  so  powerfully 
and  ably  supported  by  his  majesty’s. naval  forces. 

By  the  completion  of  this  system  of  operations, 
great  additional  security  will  have  been  given  to 
tlie  British  commerce  and  poss-essions  in  the  East- 
Indies,  and  the  colonial  power  of  France  will  have, 
been  entirely  extinguished. 

“His  royal  highness  thinks  it  expedient  to  re- 
commend to  your  attention  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding such  measures  for  the  future  g’overnment  of 
the  British  possessions  in  India,  as  shall  appear 
from  experience,  and  upon  matiue  deliberation,  to 
he  calculated  to  seciii*e  their  internal  prosperity, 
and  to  derive  from  those  flourishing  dominions  the 
utmost  degree  of  advantage,  to  the  commerce  and 
revenue  of  the  united  kingdom, 

“We  are  commanded  by  the  prince  regent  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  while  his  T05'al  higlmess  regrets 
that  various  important  subjects  of  diflerence  w itli 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
still  remain  unadjusted,  the  difficulties  which  the 
aflairof  the  Chesapeak  frigate  had  occasioned  have 
been  finally  removed:  and  we  are  directed  to  assure 
you,  that  in  the  further  progress  of  the  discussions 
with  the  United  States,  the  prince  regent  will  con- 
tinue to  employ  such  means  of  conciliation  as  may 
be  consistent  wdth  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Ids  ma- 
jesty’s crown,  and  with  the  due  maintenance  of  the 
maritime  and  commercial  rights  imd  interests  of  the 
British  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“His  royal  highness  has  directed  the  e.sti mates 
for  tlie  service  of  the  current  year  to  be  laid  before 
you.  He  trusts  that  you  will  furnish  him  with 
such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
continue  the  contest  in  which  his  majesty  is  enga.g- 
cd  that  spirit  and  exertion  wdimh  will  utFord 
Ihe  kest  prospect  of  its  successful  ternrination. 

‘His  royal  highness  commands  us  to  recom- 
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mend  that  you  should  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  state  of  the  finances  of  Ireland,  which  you  had 
commenced  in  the  last  session  of  parliament.  He 
has.  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  the  improved 
receipt  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland  in  the  last,  as  com- 
pared with  tlie  preceding  year,  confirms  the  belief 
that  the  depression  which  that  revenue  had  experi- 
enced is  to  be  attributed  to  accidental  and  tempora- 
ry causes. 

Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*‘The  prince  regent  is  satisfied  that  you  entertain 
a just  sense  of  the  arduous  duties  which  his  royal 
highness  has  been  called  upon  to  fulfil,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  majesty’s  continued  indisposition. 

“Under  this  severe  calamity,  his  royal  highness 
derives  the  greatest  consolation  from  his  reliance 
on  your  experience,  wisdom,  loyalty  and  public  spi- 
rit, to  which  in  every  difficulty  he  will  resort,  with 
a firm,  confidence,  that  through  your  assistance  and 
support,  he  shall  be  enabled  under  the  blessings  of 
divine  providence,  successfully  to  discharge  the 
important  functions  of  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
him,  and  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  belov- 
ed father  and  revered  sovereign  to  maintain  unim- 
paired the  prosperity  and  honor  of  the  nation.” 


Philosophical  Disquisitions. 

NO.  V AXn  THE  EAST  OF  THE  SERIES. 

The  most  important  act  in  nature  is  coition.  It 
is  an  enjoyment  when  properly  indulged  that  is  at- 
tended with  indescribable  pleasure.  When  the  male 
and  female  of  every  class  of  animals  arrive  to  a cer- 
tain age  they  feel  an  inclination  for  this  enjoyment. 

The  human  race  in  this  respect,  possess  a superi- 
ority over  all  other  animals,  in  not  having  any  fixed 
time  for  venereal  gratification.  All  other  tribes 
of  animals  have  certain  periods  of  the  year  for  the 
propagation  of  their  species,  and  afterwards  seem 
to  forget  the  pleasures  of  Hymen.  By  this  wonder- 
ful intercourse,  the  animal  kingdom  is  capable  of  be- 
getting its  like,  and  continuing  their  species.  Very 
many  theories  and  opinions  have  been  advanced  on 
generation;  it  is  a subject  which  has  for  ages,  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  philosophers;  and  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  we  possess  more  intelligence  on 
this  subject  than  our  forefathers  did  several  tlious- 
and  yeai’s  ago.  The  ingenuity  of  man  has  done  very 
little  towards  explaining  the  phenomena  of  genera- 
tion; the  industry  of  a Spallanzani  and  some 
others,  has  given  us  a few  new  facts,  which  seem 
only  calculated  to  embarrass  and  .mislead.  The 
particular  manner  in  which  this  great  and  impor- 
tant work  is  efiected,  is  yet  unk.nowm  to  the  philos- 
opher. It  lies  buried  in  obscurity,  very  far  belo\r 
the  depth  of  human  understanding. 

Ancient  opinions  on  this  subject  seem  strange 
and  absurd:  wliile  some  have  believed  in  the  exis- 
tence of  germs  from  the  beginning  of  the  world; 
others  have  supposed  the  whole  mass  of  matter  of 
which  the  earth  is  composed,  to  be  formed  of  germs, 
and  that  each  is  to  be  evolved  by  the  action  of  cer- 
ta.in  agents;  others  again  have  supported  the  opin- 
ion of  one  primitive  germ  from  w'hich  all  the  ani- 
mal creal  ion  were  formed. 

'Idle  rudiments  of  a new  being,  according  to  some 
ingenious  theorists,  belong',  exclusively,  to  the 
male;  and  the  female  uterus  serves  only  as  a bed  or 
jilace  of  deposit,  and  a mean  by  which  it  is  protect- 
ed and  nourislied.  Others  have  supposed  organic 
ma.tter  formed  by  the  female,  and  that  the  male  se- 
men excited  it  into  action  by  giving' to  it  vitality  and 


certain  powers  of  motion.  A third  opinion,  which 
seems  most  probable,  is,  that  tiie  embryo  is  formed 
by  themrion  of  the  fluids  from  both  male  and  female. 

The  learned  Haller  supposes  that  the  male  semen*, 
in  the  act  of  coition,  comes  in  contact  with  the  fe- 
male ova  and  that  the  union  of  the  two  forms  the 
embryon  animal. 

According  to  the  ingenious  naturalist,  M.  deBuf- 
fon,  the  male  and  female  fui-nish  atoms,  whicii  .'u-- 
range  themselves  in  their  natimal  order;  this  seems 
probable  if  we  suppose  the  same  laws  of  affinity  go- 
vern the  atoms  tliat  govern  the  adult  animal;  the 
affinity  being  the  same,  the  atoms  require  notliing 
but  time  to  unite  them. 

The  immortal  Harvey  supposes  the  male  semen 
to  be  taken  into  the  blood  of  the  female  by  absorp- 
tion, and  after  going  the  round  of  circulation,  some 
of  its  parts  come  in  contact  with  the  ova  of  the  ova- 
rium, and  a new  being  is  formed  by  their  union. 

Dr.  E.  Darwin,  who  seems  to  have  paid  great  at- 
tention to  this  subject,  imagines  tlie  new  being  to 
be  formed  by  a living  filament,  disengaged  from  tliQ 
male,  with  certain  capabilities  of  sensation,  in'ita- 
tion,  volition,  &c.;  and  the  female  only  affords  sus- 
tenance for  the  male  filament.  He  is  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  embryon  is  secreted  or  formed  from 
the  male;  and  not  by  the  conjunction  ©f  fluids 
from  both  male  and  female;  he  thinks  it  appears 
from  the  analogy  of  vegetable  seeds:  for  says  he; — 
“In  the  large  flow^ers,  as  the  tulips,  there  is  no  si- 
milarity of  apparatus  between  the  anthers  and  the 
stigma:  the  seed  is  produced,  according  to  the  ob- 
servations of  Spallanzani,  Ipng  before  the  flowers 
open,  and  in  consequence,  long  before  it  can  be  im- 
pregnated, like  the  egg  in-  the  pullet.  And  af- 
ter the  prolific  dust  is  shed  on  the  stigma,  the, 
seed  becomes  coagitated  in  one  point  first,  like  the 
cicatriada  of  the  impregnated  egg.”  The  doctor’s 
ingenuity  ought  not  to  have  suftered  him  to  resort 
to  vegetable  analogy  to  prove  the  important  w^ork  of 
generation  in  the  higher  class  of  animals.  If,  agree- 
able to  his  theory,  tiie  embryon  is  produced  by  the 
male,  and  not^by  the  union  of  fluids  from  both  male 
and  female;  W’hy  is  it  necessary  for  the  male  semen 
to  be  deposited  in  the  female.'’  And  why  is  not  the 
new  being  formed  in  the  male  without  being  at  all 
dependant  on  the  female?  The  male  semen  is  fre^ 
quently,  if  not  constantly,  present  in  the  vesiculac 
seminales;  the  same  laws  govern  them  both;  there 
is  the  same  degree  of  heat,  motion  and  moisture;  the 
seminal  receptacle  is  a very  handsome  little  uterus, 
and  what  prevents  the  formation  of  a new  being, 
when  tlie  mule  semen  is  present  in  its  reservoir.'’ — 
Again,  if  the  rudiments  of  a new  being  belong  to 
the  male  only,  why  does  no,t  impregnation  take 
place  in  female  animals  deprived  of  the  ovaria?  we 
Icnow  the  male  frequently  has  connexion  with  .them 
in  tiiis  state,  but  the  female  was  never  known  to 
bring  fortli  young,  after  having  been  deprived  of 
those  organs.  Thirdly,  why  the  nece.ssity  of  having 
appendages  to  the  uterus,  such  as  XixefaUopiau  tubes 
and  ovaria,  if  the  embryon  is  formed  by  the  male, 
and  nothing  more  required  but  its  introduction  into 
the  uterus?  For  what  purpose  cun  those  organs  be- 
formed,  if  they  do  not  assist  in  generating  a new 
being?  Fourthly,  it^  agreeable  to  Dr.  Duiwin,  ih# 
embryon  is  formed  from  themale,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  the  direct  application  of  the  mule 
and  female  organs  of  generation;  every  animal 
would  produce  its  like,  and  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity iov  the  distinction  of  sex;  the  first  and  ryost 
simple  animal  would  impregnate  itselt,  and  this 
mode  of  generation  woukl  now  be  observable.  There 
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is  another  circumstance  Dr.  Darwin  adduces  in  con- 
firmation of  his  opinion,  viz.  the  cicatricula  of  the 
egg  is  given  by  the  cock,  and  is  evidently  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  new  animal.  In  objection  to  this,  I will 
observe,  that  it  is  not  ascertained  that  the  cicatri- 
cula is  given  by  the  cock,  it  is  well  known  that  with- 
out the  cock  there  will  be  no  cicatricula;  but  may 
not  this  be  formed  by  the  cock  and  hen  in  the  act  of 
copulation:  this  is  certainly  more  probable  than 
to  suppose  the  female  only  affords  sustenance  for 
the  future  animal.  A fifth  objection  to  the  doctor’s 
theoiy  is,  that  admitting  the  embrydn  to  be  formed 
by  the  male,  it  follows,  that  all  animals  must  be 
males,  and  after  the  female  dies  or  becomes  incapa- 
ble of  affording  nourishment  to  make  organic  mat- 
ter, we  should  have  nothing  left  in  the  animal  crea- 
tion but  males,which  in  one  generation  must  become 
extinct,  as  they  would  not,  unassisted,  be  capable  of 
continuing  their  species.  It  may  not  be  impossible 
for  male  semen,  unassisted  by  the  female,  to  pro- 
duce a neAV  animal  if  it  could  be  so  acted  upon  by 
the  parent  from  which  it  was  formed,  as  to  evolve 
its  parts.  This  may  sometimes  be  the  case,  but  it 
seems  improbable.  However,  in  support  of  so 
strange  an  opinion,  I have  the  authority  of  a very 
learned  physician  in  Virginia,  of  great  celebrity  in 
kis  profession,  who,  in  attending  some  anatomical 
lectures  in  France,  was  an  eye  witness  to  a foetus 
perfectly  formed  in  the  abdomen  of  a male  subject, 
brought  into  the  anatomical  room  for  dissection. — 
The  fcctus,  he  stated,  was  found  near  the  valve  of 
the  colon.  But  if  this  ever  happens,  the  new  being 
must  partake  of  the  sex  of  the  parent;  for  it  is  very 
absurd  to  suppose  the  male  semen  nourished  by  the 
male,  should  produce  a female;  this  seems  contrary 
to  the  general  laws  of  nature.  Admitting  the  male 
capable  of  impregnating  himself,  we  must  likewise 
admit  this  po'wer  in  the  female,  for  it  is  just  as  pro- 
bable in  the  one  as  the  other.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  male  semen,  and  the  fluid  contained  in  the 
female  ova,  is  formed  from  the  blood;  this  fluid  (the 
blood)  circulates  through  every  part  of  the  body, 
and  carries  with  it  principles,  affinities,  &c.  from 
every  part;  now  the  male  and  female  matter  of  ge- 
neration musj:'be  composed  of  infinitely  small  par- 
ticles of  matter  collected  from  every  part  of  the  bo- 
dy which  once  organized  it;  this  being  the  case,  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  when  a sufficient 
quantity  of  fluid  organic  matter  is  formed  from  the 
male  and  female  and  united  by  coition,  it  is  then  ca- 
pable of  becoming  a new  being  by  the  laws  of  affi- 


difference  in  organic  matter  marks  the  sex.  If  a 
greater  quantity  of  organic  matter  is  formed  by  the 
male  and  female  than  is  necessary  for  the  existence 
of  a new  being,  there  may  be  twins,  triplets,  &c.  if 
on  the  contrary,  the  new  being  will  be  mal-formed. 

In  objecting  to  my  theory,  it  may  be  said,  that  if 
organic  matter  is  formed  in  the  semen  of  the  male 
and  fluid  of  the  female  ovum,  why  may  it  not  exist 
in  all  the  fluids  secreted  from  the  blood,  knowing 
that  it  is  formed  from  the  general  muss.'’  In  answer- 
ing this  question,  I wdil  put  another,  by  asking 
how  perspiration,  urine,  bile,  saliva,  gastric  juice 
and  fifty  other  fluids  are  formed  from  the  blood. — 
It  may  not  be  impossible,  so  far  from  it,  I think  it 
probable,  that  all  secreted  fluids  possess  organib 
parts,  and  would  be  formed  into  new  beings,  if 
circumstanrcfes  were  favorable.  Would  it  be  a very 
absuixl  supposition  to  imagine  a new  being  formed 
from  equd  portions  of  saliva,  tears,  or  any  secreted 
fluid  from  the  male  and  female,  if  they  could  be 
retained  in  their  proper  place,  and  acted  upon  by 
causes  favorable  for  their  evolution?  Extra — Ute- 
rine conception  seems  very  much  in  favor  of  such 
an  opinion. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  are  males  and  females 
in  most  classes  of  animals,  and  in  order  that  their 
■species  may  be  continued, a mutual  embrace  between 
them  is  absolutely  necessary;  the  genitals  of  each 
must  come  in  contact  and  unite  fluid  matter.  In 
the  female  there  is  a place  of  deposit  for  the  fluid, 
after  it  is  united,  and  this  compound  acting  as  an 
extraneous  substance,  invites  fluids  from  every  piu't 
of  the  mother;  this  affords  it  sustenance  and  cause.s 
organic  parts  to  arrange  themselves  in  their  natural 
order;  this  is  done  by  the  laws  of  affinity,  which 
tends  to  bring  together  all  analagous  parts.  Now 
it  seems  probable  t hat  organic  fluid  matter  fonued 
from  bone,  will  not  unite  with  organic  fluid  matter 
formed  from  muscle,  because  tiiere  will  be  litiie  oi^ 
no  affinity  existing  between  them;  the  organic 
parts  of  bone,  will  tlverefore  be  continually  chaiigiug 
places  with  organic  muscle,  tendon,  &c.  until  it 
comes  in  contact  with  bony  matter,  for  which  it 
has  an  affinity;  they  unite;  and  tliis  union  conti- 
nues until  the  bone  is  complete.  In  like  manner, 
cartilage,  muscle,  tendon,  &c.  are  formed  until  tlie 
new  being  is  perfect  in  all  its  parts;  thus  a young 
animal  is  formed,  merely  by  the  affinity  existing 
between  organic  portions  of  fluid  matter,  which  was 
originally  an  organized  solid.  We  now  have  a 
yOuiig  animal,  a miniature  of  the  parent  Avhich  re- 


nity. In  the  act  of  coition  the  male  and  female  are  I quires  the  continued  application  of  exciting  matter 
both  mutually  engaged  in  the  greatest  act  that  can  from  the  mother  to  evolve  it. 

possibly  interest  them.  The  semen  is  forcibly  e-  After  the  young  animal  is  formed,  itmustneces- 
jected  into  the 'Dogma  of  the  female;  the  stimulus,  sarily  inherit  the  disposition  of  the  parent,  be- 
which  the  semen  imparts  to  the  female  organs  of  cause  the  parts  of  which  it  is  composed  has  receiv- 
generation,  rouses  them  into  action,  i\\e  fallopian  ed  from  the  original  the  same  capabilities  of  action; 


tubes  become  rigid,  tlie  fimbria:  of  which  embrace 
the  ovarium  in  such  a manner,  as  to  burst  one  of  its 
ovas,  the  organic  fluid  which  it  contained  is  con- 
veyed by  a spasmodic  action  of  the  tube  into  the 
uterus,  and  the  union  of  the  male  and  female  organic 
fluid  forms  the  rudiments  of  a new  being.  A^iity 
fir.st  unites  them;  when  united,  it  is  compelled  to 
assume  the  form  of  the  parents,  because  it  is  com- 
posed of  parts  wliich  once  organized  the  originals, 
and  of  course  carries  with  it  part  of  its  affinitv. — 
This  original  affinity,  togetlier  with  the  new  affinity 
of  the  parent,  causes  the  infimt  to  assume  the  exact 
form  of  the  originals.  NoAvif  the  male  organic  fluid  is 
greater  than  the  organic  fluid  from  the  female  when 
the}>unite,  the  new  being  will  be  a male,  if  on  the 
contrary,  a young  female  xvill  be  formed,  and  this 


being  formed  from  organic  matter,  disengaged  front 
every  part  of  the  old  mass,  and  united  again  by  the 
same  laws,  it  is  impelled  to  the  same  actions;  hence 
we  find  offsprings  from  unhealthy  parents  inherit- 
ing their  diseases,  childi'en  from  gouty,  scrophulous 
or  consumptive  parents,  are  subject  to  those  dis- 
ease.s.  Organic  parts,  disetigaged  from  unhealthy 
solid,  cany  with  them  disease,  and  when  formed 
into  a new  being,  tlie  foundation  is  laid  for  morbid 
action,  similar  to  that  which  exists  in  the  piirent. — 
May  I go  so  far  as  to  suppose,  that  an  animal,  in  a 
number  of  generations,  might  be  entirely  clianged 
in  form,  by  gradually  removing  the  parts  of  which 
its  forefathers  were  composed?  Buffon  mentions  a 
race  of  dogs  that  had  no  tails,  and  accounts  for  it  by 
supposing  the  original  male  and  female  hud  their 
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tails  removed  by  their  ovmers.  Suppose  for  instance 
we  were  to  take  a male  and  female  pup,  remove 
tlicir  tails,  and  when  they  arrive  at  mature  a^e,  let- 
them  have  connection  with  each  other;  the  first 
litter  perhaps  will  have  this  member  shorter  than  it 
Otherwise  would  have  been  had  it  not  been  remo^’- 
ed:  continue  removing-  this  part  of  the  animal  for  a 
number  of  g-enerations  and  it  seen^  probable  that 
tlie  animal  at  length  would  have  all  its  parts  per- 
fect except  the  one  originally  removed. 

I am  acquainted  with  a gentleman  whose  fingers 
and  toes  gi-ew  together:  this  gentleman  had  several 
children  whose  fingers  and  toes  were  united  in  the 
same  manner.  A gentleman  of  my  acquaintance 
has  six  toes:  this  gentleman  has  three  children  who 
have  the  same  number.  I am  likewise  acquainted 
with  a gentleman  whose  flexor  tendon  of  the  little 
finger  causes  it  to  be  partly  shut:  this  is  likewise 
the  case  with  his  child.  On  the  contrary,  I have 
witnessed  persons  with  the  loss  of  a legj  arm,  &c. 
whose  children  were  perfect  in  all  their  parts,  and 
this  is  only  to  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  a su- 
perfluous portion  of  organic  matter  formed  from 
the  remaining  member  to  supply  the  deficiency.  If 
the  same  member  from  the  male  and  female  be  re^ 
moved,  the  probability  is,  that  the  offspring  will  be 
deficient  in  that  particular  part;  but  if  one  remain, 
the  offspring  may  be  perfect,  because  there  may  be 
a sufficient  portion  of  organic  matter  formed  to 
j.gnder  the  new  berng  complete. 

It  has  been  observed,  and  I believe  it  is  an  obser-» 
vation  of  some  truth,  that  the  bffspring  descended 
from  parents  of  uncommon  energy  of  mind,  are 
somewhat  deficic^nt  in  their  mental  powers.  Great 
minds  seem  so  much  employed  in  ardent  pursuits 
of  life,  that  they  are  in  some  degree  called  off 
from  the  pleasures  of  love:  at  least  this  passion  is 
not  enjoyed  w'ith  the  same  degi-ee  of  feeling  by  them, 
as  it  is  with  those  v.ffiose  minds  are  more  limited, 
and  have  not  so  many  objects  to  divert  their  atten- 
tion. Mind  is  matter  disengaged  from  the' brain, 
which  in  a great  measure  influences  the  body: 
whenever  it  is  unusually  exerted,'  the  body  suffers 
in  consequence  of  this  exertion;  the  effect  of  this 
is  debility  in  that  part  of  the  animal,  which  is  most 
powerfully  acted  upon;  this  part  is  the  brain.  The 
organic  matter  formed  from  brain,  must  likewise 
be  debilitated,  and  of  course,  when  a new  being  is 
formed,  its  brain  will  be  less  energetic  tlian  it  oth- 
erwise would  have  been  had  the  parent  brain  part- 
ed with  organic  matter  in  a more  vigorous  state; 
this  is  not  only  tlie  case  with  respect  to  mmd,  but  it 
-holds  equ  ally  good  with  every  part  of  the  bod}'; 
hence  the  ntcessity  of  choosing  a companion  from 
parehts  '^ffiose  mental  and  bodily  powers  are  not 
too  much  worn  down  by  great  exertion,  and  hence 
we  find  some  of  tlie  most  enterprising  men  the 
world  ever  afforded  descended  from  obscure  and 
ignorant  parents. 

When  the  animrd  kingdom  was  first  formed  It  is 
probable  that  all  animals  were  hermaphrodites,  viz. 
having  the  male  and  female  united  in  lire  same  indi- 
vidual They  must  have  remained  in  this  situation 
until  by  the  law's  of  affinity  they  were  separated  into 
male  and  female.  This  we  find  to  be  the  case  now 
■with  the  lower  order  of  animals,  such  as  a variety  of 
W’orms,  &C.  ^ The  animal  world  seems  to  have  been 
improving  ever  since  our  -earth  was  formed,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  tell  to  what  state  of  perfection  it  will 
at  length  arrive,  should  it  still  continue  progi-ess;ng 
in  improvement.  Were  it  possible  for  us  to  appear 
•n..the  earth  after  having  been  absent  seveiTvl  thou- 


sand years,  we  would  be  very  much  astonished  at 
the  great  changes  (not  only  in  the  animal)  but  ve- 
getable and  mineral  kingdoms.  Ce»es. 


Presidential  Election. 

The  members  of  both  branches  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Virginia,  met  in  the  capitol  on  the 
evening  of  Wednesday  the  12th  inst.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  suitable  persons  to  be  support- 
ed at  the  ensuing  election  of  electors  of  a president 
and  vice-president  of  the  United  States — ^but  the 
business  not  being  completed  on  Wednesday,  the 
meeting  was  held  by  adjournment  on  tlie  two  suc- 
ceeding evenings;  at  which  Andrev)  Stevenson, 
(speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates)  was  chairmaiv 
and  Thomas  Ritchie^  secretary. 

On  motion,  and  the  question  being  taken  on  each, 
the  folio Aving  persons  were  recommended  as  elec- 
tors for  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United 
States,  viz: 

For  the  1st  distinct,  Joseph  Godivin,  (of  Nanse- 
mond.) 

Th6  2nd.  Benjamin  Harrison,  (Prince  Georg-e, 
Mt.  Airy.) 

The  3d.  Edward  Pegram,  (Dinwiddie.) 

4th.  Richard  Field,  (Brunswick.) 

5th.  Thos.  Reid,  se7i.  (Charlotte.) 

6th..  JMatthew  Cheatham,  (Chesterfield.) 

7th.  London  Cabell,  (Nelson.) 

8th.  Charles  Taney,  (Buckingham.) 

9th.  George  Penn,  (Patrick.) 

10th.  William.  G.  Poindexter,  (Louisa.^ 

iltli.  Spencer  Roane,  (Hanover.) 

12th.  Sthreshly  Rennolds,  (Essex.) 

13th.  Robert  Taylor,  (Orange.) 

14th.  Gustavus  B.  Horner,  (Fauquier.^ 

15th.  Robert  J^eleon,  (York.)  . 

16th.  JMann  Page,  (Gloucester.) 

17th,  Walter  Jones,  (Northumberland.) 

18tli.  JoJm  T.  Brooke,  (Stafford.) 

19th.  Hvgh  Holmes,  (Frederick.) 

20th.  Davies' JHorgon,  (Jefferson.) 

21st.  Archibald  R^ttherford,  (RocKingham.) 

22d.  Archibald  Stvart,  (Augu.sta.) 

23d.  Andrew  Russell,  (Washington.) 

24th,  James  P.  Preston,  Montgomerv.) 

25th.  milicm  JVfcKinley,  (Ohio.) 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  nominate  cor- 
responding committees  for  the  several  counties  and 
boroughs  in  the  commonwealth,  and  also  to  appoint 
a central  corresponding  committee  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  which  consists  of  the  following  gentle- 
men— ll'illiain  Wirt,  Peyton  Randolph,  Andrew  Ste^ 
venson,  Thomas  Ritchie,  Samuel  J-^leo.saritS',  t William 
Alumford  and  Williajn  Bi'oke7iboro7/gh,  Esquires. 

“It  may  be  proper  to  say  (says  the  Enquirer) 
that  but  one  sentiment  reigned  through  the  meeting 
— and  that  the  only  test  laid  down,  whether  theg 
should  or  should  not,  vote  for  such  and  such  an  elec- 
tor, Was,  whether  he  would  or  would  not  vote  for 
Jannes  Madiso7i  as  president  of  the  United  States.” 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fl'iday,  February  21. — Mr.  Seybert  said,  aftef 
making-  ix\(tvy  few  preliminary  remarks,  he  would 
I offer  a resolution  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  house,  - 
; connected  with  a highly  important  national  object, 
jliy  the  eleventh  congi-ess  he  was  indulged  in  a 
1 motion  to  reprint  a valuable  report  of  a former 
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secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  manufactures  of 
the  United  States.  To  that  same  confess  the 
present  secretary  of  the  treasury  made  a report  in 
part  on  the  same  subject.  He  said  he  need  not 
recite  to  the  house  its  merits;  they  were  generally 
acknowler’ged.  By  the  act  of  the  1st  May,  1810,  it 
was  provided,  tliat  fuPLher  information  be  obtained, 
by  the  marshals  and  their  deputies,  on  the  subject 
of  manufactures.  The  result  of  their  enquiries 
was  a mass  of  tacts  which  are  now  buried  in  the 
archives  of  the  treasury,  and  answer  no  useful  pur- 
pose to  the  nation.  His  present  object,  he  declar- 
ed to  be,  the  publication  of  the  facts  thus  collect- 
ed, Upwards  of  30,000  dollars  had  been  already 
appropriated;  which,  if  tiie  matter  remained  as  it 
now  is,  would  answer  no  beneficial  purposes.  His 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  bring  to  light  many 
facts  concerning  the  agriculture  and  manufactures 
of  the  United  States,  and  ocher  statistical  informa- 
tion, connected  with  the  true  basis  of  national  in- 
dependence. These  objects  constitute  the  perma- 
nent sources  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation;  they  are 
tlie  real  and  fixed  capital  of  the  country.  We  shall 
thereby  be  enabled  to  trace  our  progress  from  in- 
fancy to  manhood.  By  this  report  we  can  alone  be 
in  a situation  to  enact  a wise,  politic  and  systematic 
tarif  of  duties;  it  alone  can  teach  us  to  discriminate 
the  proper  objects  of  protection.  I might  add 
much  more  on  the  subject;  this  would  be  consum- 
ing time  unnecessarily;  I will  therefore  proceed  to 
read  the  resolution. 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  home  of  representa- 
tives, in  congress  assembled.  That  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  be  directed  to  employ  a person  to  di- 
gest and  reduce  to  such  form,  as  shall  be  deemed 
most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  U.  States, 
a statement  of  the  number,  nature,  extent,  situa- 
tion and  value  of  the  arts  and  maimfactures  of  the 
United  Stales,  together  with  such  other  details  con- 
nected with  these  subjects,,  sks  can  be  made  from 
the  abstracts  and  other  documents  and  returns  re- 
ported to  him  by  the  marshals  and  other  persons 
employed  to  collect  information,  in  conformity  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  first  of  May, 
1810,  and  that  he  report  the  same  to  congress  at 
their  next  session.” 

After  some  obsen^ations  from  Mr.  Newton,  stat- 
ing the  difficulty  of  the  proposed  digest,  from  the 
want  of  uniformity,  connection  or  method  in  the 
returns,  and  the  probability  that  the  motion  might 
be  so  amended  as  better  to  attain  the  object  in  view, 
the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ormsbys  after  adverting  to  the  difficulty  of 
distributing  arms  of  the  United  States,  by  land  or 
water  carriage  in  the  interior  of  the  western  coun- 
try, offered  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  our  military  affairs,  be  directed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorising  tlie  estab- 
lishment of  an  armory  at  I.ouisville  in  Kentucky, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

AHMING  THE  MILITI.1. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  arming  the  militia. 

After  some  oliservations  from  Mr.  Potter  and 
Mr.  Wright  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  from  Mr.  Ro- 
berts and  Tallmadge  against  it,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  Yeas  and  Nays  as  follow: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Baker,  Bard, 
Basset,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Breckearklge,  Burwell, 


Butler,  Cheves,  Clay,  Cochran,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Desha,  Dinsmore,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goldsbo- 
rough.  Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Johnson,  Key,  King,  La- 
cock,  Lefever,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  L}  ie,  Ma- 
con, Moore,  M‘Bryde,  M’Co)%  M‘Kee,  Morgan, 
Moitow,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Peai-son, 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Randolph,  Ridgely, 
Ringgold,  Roiuie,  Sage,  Sevier,  Shaw,  Sheffey,  G. 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stewart,  Troup,  Tur- 
ner, Wilson,  Wright — 67. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Alston,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bigelow, 
Bleecker,  Boyd,  Brigham,  Brovn,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Ciiittenden,  Dayatport,  Davis,  Ely,  Emott, 
Findley,  Fi.sk,  Fitcli,  Gold,  Goodwjn,  Jackson, 
Kent,  Livingston,  Maxwell,  M’Kim,  Metcalf,  Mil- 
nor,  Mitchill,  Mosely,  Newbold,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Pond,  Read,  Rhea,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sammons, 
Seybert,  Smilie,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tail- 
madge,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White, 
Whitehill,  Widgery— -51. 

The  bill  was  sent  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Basset  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  re- 
solution: 

“Resolved,  that  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  house  be  so  amended  that  a majority  of  tho.se 
present  shall  be  required  to  admit  the  previous 
question.” 

Monday,  Feb.  24. — IMr.  Bacon,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  goveimment  for  the 
year  1812,  reported  it  as  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  amendments  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 
The  Ijill,  with  the  amendments,  was  committed; 
and  the  house  afterwards,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Bacon, 
went  into  a committee  on  the  subject,  Mr.  Nelson 
in  the  chair;  when  the  amendments  wei'e  .'^reed  to 
and  reported  to  the  house,  and  by  the  house  con- 
curred in. 

These  amendments  restored  to  the  clerks  in  tlie 
several  departments  the  15  per  cent,  which  had 
been  struck  out  of  the  bill  when  last  before  the 
house,  and  approjiriated  100,000  dollars  for  tlie 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  the  additional  al- 
lowance to  the  clerks,  and  carried  64  +o  40;  the  al- 
lowance for  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course, was  carried  83  to  17- 

SiTPREKE  COURT. — Mr.  Gold  said,  it  was  well 
known,  that  fi-om  the  increased  business  of  the 
supreme  court,  considerable  delay  and  injury  was 
occasioned  to  suitors  by  their  causes  being  laid 
over  from  one  court  to  another;  and  tlie  judges 
having  to  attend  to  their  several  circuit  courts, 
could  not  devote  .sufficient  time  to  the  business  of 
the  supreme  court.  Mr.  G.  thoug'ht  it  improper 
that  the  same  judges  who  pre.;ide  in  the  circuit 
courts,  sliould  afterwards  revise  their  own  judg- 
ments, in  cases  of  appeal,  in  the  supreme  court.  He 
did  not  believe  that  this  was  in  confin*mity  to  the 
meaning  of  the  constitutional  provision,  tliat  “the» 
judicial  power  of  the  United,  States  shall  be  vested' 
in  one  supreme  coui’t,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  a.s 
the  congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and 
establish.^^  He  saw  no  difficulty  that  wouhi  attend 
the  holding  of  the  circuit  courts  by  two  or  more 
di.strict  judges  from  adjoining  districts.  In  order 
to  bring  this  subject  before  the  house,  Mr.  G.  offer- 
ed the  following  resolution; 

“Resolved,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to 
enquire  whether  anv,  and  any,  what  r Iteration  is 
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necessary  ill  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  report  by  bill.” 

Agreed  to,  and  a committee  of  five  appointed. 

Mr.  Bassett  called  up  the  resolution  which  he  had 
laid  upon  the  table  on  Friday  last,  proposing  an  al- 
teration in  the  rules  of  the  house,  requiring  a ma- 
jority instead  of  one  fifth  of  the  members  present, 
to  call  for  the  previous  question.  After  a few  ob- 
servations from  Mr.  B.  on  tlie  propriety  of  this  al- 
teration of  the  rules,  seconded  by  Mr.  Stanford, 
who  said  it  would  render  the  rule  much  less  obnoxi- 
ous than  heretofore,  it  was  agreed  to  51  to  40. 

The  following  bills  passed  their  third  reading, 
viz:  a bill  supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  general  post-office,  and 
patent-office,  and  for  other  purposes;  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
late  campaign  on  the  Wabash;  and  a bill  to  incor- 
porate the  trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancastrian 
School  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Stanford 
in  tlie  chair,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  raising  an  additional  military  force;  which 
after  being  amended,  was  reported  to  the  house, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie 
table. 

The  Loan. — On  motion  of  !Mr.  Bacon,  the 
house  went  into  a committee,  Mr.  Basset  in  the 
chair,  on  the  subject  of  w’’ays  and  means,  when 
the  bill  authorising  a loan  for  a sum  not  exceeding 
millions  of  dollars,  was  taken  up.  And 
the  bill  having  been  read  through,  the  blank  for  the 
amount  of  the  loan  w'as  filled  up  with  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  blank  for  the  time  after 
which  the  United  States  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reim- 
burse the  sum  joaned,  was  filled  with  twelve  years. 
The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  house  concurred 
in  the  amendments.  On  the  question — “shall  the 
bill  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading?”  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called,  and  the  question  was  carried,  86 
to  28.  The  yeas  and  nays  were — 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ba- 
con, Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clay^ 
Cochran,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins- 
more,  Earle,  Emott,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gold, 
Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hail,  Har- 
per, Hawes,  Hufty,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacock, 
Lefever,  Little,  Livingston,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Ma- 
con, Maxwell,  Moore,  M’Bryde,  M’Coy,  M’Kee, 
M’Kim,  Metcalf,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New, 
Newbold,  Newton,  Orms%,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plea- 
sants, Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quincey,  Ringgold, 
Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver, 
Sevier,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stow, 
Tracy,  Troup,  Tmmer,  Van  Cortlandt,  Whitehill, 
Widgery,  Wright — 86. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Baker,  . Bigelow,  Brigham, 
Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fitch, 
Goldsborough,  Gray,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis, 
IMilnor,  Mosely,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Ridgely,  Rodman, 
Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taliaferro, 
AVheaton,  White,  Wilson — 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  house  agreed  that 
they  would  to-morrow  take  up  the  rejiort  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  relation  to  the 
contemplated  taxes. 

Tuesday^  Feb.  25. — Mr.  Seybert  called  up  the  re- 
solution which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some  days 
Hg’o,  proposing  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the 


treasury  to  employ  a proper  person  to  arrange  and 
digest  the  information  on  the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, received  from  the  marshals  of  the  several 
states,  w'hich,  after  receiving  some  little  modifica- 
tion from  its  mover,  was  read  tliree  times  and 
passed. 

The  loan. — The  engrossed  bill  for  authorising 
a loan  for  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  was  read  the 
third  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  “shall  the 
bill  pass  its  third  reading.^” 

[After  a proposition  for  a postponement  by  Mr. 
M.  Clay,  and  a speech  from  Ylr.  Randolph,  which 
may  be  recorded  hereafter:] 

The  bill  passed  its  third  reading,  92  to  29.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ba- 
con, Bard,  Basset,  Bibb,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clay,  Cochran, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins- 
more,  Earle,  Emott,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B. 
Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Johnson, 
Kent,  King,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Little,  Livingston, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  Sl’Coy, 
M’Kim,  Metcalf,  Mitchill,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nel- 
son, New,  Newbold,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Porter,  Potter,  Quincy, 
Reed,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane, 'Ro- 
berts, Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Shaw,  Smilie.  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stow,  Strong, 
Tracy,  Troup,  Turner,  A^an  Cortlandt,  AVhitehill, 
Widgery,  Winn,  Wright — 92. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Clfiittenden,  Davenport, 
Fitch,  Goldsborough,  Gray,  Jackson,  Law,  Lewis,' 
Milnor,  Mosely,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Ridge- 
'ly,  Rodman,  Sheffey,  Stanford,  Stewart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  AVheaton,  AVhite,  Wilson — 29. 

Wats  AND  means.-— Mr.  Bacon  called  for  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated 
taxes. 

[After  an  unsuccessful  proposition  to  postpone  a 
consideration  of  the  subject:] 

The  house  then  resolved*  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  on  die  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair;  when  the  first 
resolution,  proposing  an  increase  of  100  per  cent, 
on  impost  duties  being  under  consideration,  Mr, 
Bacon  rose,  and  took  a very  alile  and  comprehensive 
view  of  the  subject,  in  a speech  of  more  than  an  hour, 
a sketch  of  which  shall  be  given  hereafter.  After 
which  the  house  adjourned. 

OCj^  On  Wednesday  the  house  again  took  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole — and  the  resolutions  attached  to 
said  report  were  adopted  by  considerable  majorities, 
by  referring  to  which  (see  page  455)  we  avoid  the 
repetition  of  them  here. 

On  Thursday  the  house  took  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  made  some  progress 
therein.  Various  propositions  were  made,  and  much 
debate  had — but  the  1st  resolution  was  passed,  71 ' 
to  40 — the  second,  78  to  47 — the  bird  82  to  40 — 
when  the  4th  was  taken  up,  some  opposition  arising,' 
the  house  adjourned  at  4 o’clock. 


***  The  necessity  of  inserting  some  articles 
to  close  the  volume  has  prevented  a notice  of 
others. 


END  OF  VOLUME  TtlE  FIRST. 


• *'  -fA 


■'fC  W -mm'' 


• ■'.  V--  '■'  ^ -■"■';/’■•  • ■ 

'-'iXi  ‘ • ' ' ’ 


:&'«iSi:'  ‘;  •■i’  . i'T'- 


*5j®-‘-:.^'.'-*'i  '>s;''*' 


*rrtT.'5l 


V ■'•■,<•  ■ : f ■••*;SWi.-.Iv:il  4 « »V-  ■■'•  ■’••  ,■■'■■'''■  - t • WV  ■'■ 

(fj;',:/srf- -.  .rj-  .^4'.  •■  ' i 

*■’  •’  ^ '■  ■■•-  '.  '. 


• f..y-;./.  i-  ■ /• 


■ ' 

■ •:  If  ' I ' I* 


»•:  '’w.;>- 


■■.  cfV 


S' 


. if  '..••■  -•  ■rr-  ■ v'  ■•  :'  ■ ■ ''l'^{ 

y,'-j  ►'  * '■  ' ■ > A r . -•  ;_  -W><  ^ ^.•- . .' 


^ '■  /A'  , . 


. ■ ■ I . r ■ I ■■  ■'..  ■ \ ■■  '•■1 j •':>  - •■'  ' ; fA 

‘ ! . i / ; . —.  , ■ • '-fS  ■ ■■■'•  ■ ■■  - ■ ■■  • • 

.-  ■ :• ; '"■■■.  A.  > 


•‘I’v 


'■■  ^'0-' 


^ 4 ’•' ' 

. ‘ -At  ,' 

«P- 


..  ,.*.y,' 


■JP 


-■"a.  ^ 

**'y  • -‘  ■^'  ■'  • ''-  '*  .'  ‘ ' , '-  ' ■ • 


‘■V  ■ ■■^•'*< 


( < ' I , • . ^ ■ *-  ^ ■■  n y 

.'■  '•'j  '*  .'■■'f  i''  ‘ i'' ->i/' - ■ "'  A", 

■.  '.’’it,,  ■ <.  „'.  . 'V  . - ,..v  ,/AV,iV^:  .i.v  ■-■:;•■'  T 


V 


' r - y '■  .-  • 

' ■ '•■■- 


y e^  *' 

- I 


:■■  ,.;j:  iv  Vi',’  ■ >■*-  ‘ J'ft'  ''  ■ . '-.irV'.' 

■ ■'.  ‘ ^ - .., 

, -\l,  .-■■  IV  tA  ' -'■  'k^-  ‘''f' 


■:i 


,.  • lA 


',  i /;  '•  x> 

. >■ , ,,,ifcj.  .'*.  ',  ■ A -■  . . . ■ ■'  ■'■'  ' .'  ■•  ■’''  T 

- ■Ac--..  ^ -•.  Vv;:,r-  _ :..A.-...;-  , . 

■ : ^ l,.'-.v  V ■.  .:  ■ •.'^..  • ;/  .. 

- i >'.,  • . - h.  :■  : , ■ . i -■  : . - . 


e -L 


S ^ ' ^ ■» 


i%h  t'’?'  /'•*:  ^ 

, •'  ' fjwis.wA  • ' >■'  r-  ■>  " 


. -•.■a 


-vv  .V  • , 

-V-  A^^v,.  . .S:.  : i< 


A'  "■ 


-A 


...,1^,'^f^  V "f r ■ ^'•'  i.v*.'- 

■-''  Si'/  "‘i/V.  ’’jj'  • 


:fv.  ^v4?^  -/^  " ■ ..' 

, ' -ft;. , 

r ■ ..  '.  I ■•.  ■;  ■ / A>.  " ^5^''  • ''' 


. ( .-v 


'..  I - .Vr*  - 


■*.  'V V' •'-j t. ■;i  '-;•''*■.'/,(•.■  . ' 

. . . > tv  i^.■s^  ^ ...  . :■  , .'a  .J,  - >v  ; ■ •4  . .'  '•  ^ ;.  ,, 

-.Ait  ’'r'C.i*'-  I 


■/•fc 


; ;•  ' 1%  '.:  .•;^  v>- 


?..  ■■•At 

’■3  ■ 


y‘i-  / , I-, -.;•  , ' T . ,.. 

f'/-‘ ■'V  '--  l\  : :;f' 'Jk')  .-Jfi  ' Wr'  / .1 

'.rmy  ■ ••■■■-  ’A  ■'  .-■•  -A  '■  ' ■ ‘ 


'■iX'  f:i 


■jf\ 


'•■A-A 


■■M  . 


